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Foreword 


In  the  last  six  months  of  1991,  America  continued  to  help  change  the  world  for  the 
better.  We  witnessed  the  end  of  three  quarters  of  a  century  of  Communist  domina¬ 
tion  over  what  is  now  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  planned  ways  to  help  those  na¬ 
tions  make  the  transition  from  Communism.  We  recognized  the  independence  of  the 
Baltic  States  and  concluded  the  START  Treaty,  presaging  dramatic  reductions  in  our 
nuclear  arsenals.  Every  American  can  sleep  a  little  sounder  at  night  knowing  that  the 
threat  of  nuclear  confrontation  has  been  greatly  diminished. 

In  a  televised  address  on  Christmas  Day,  I  discussed  the  principles  of  our  policy 
towards  the  states  of  the  former  USSR  and  announced  that  we  would  recognize  the 
independence  of  all  twelve  states  and  grant  diplomatic  recognition  to  Russia, 
Ukraine,  Byelarus,  Kazakhstan,  Armenia,  and  Kyrgyzstan. 

The  great  changes  in  the  former  Soviet  Union  afforded  us  the  opportunity  to  make 
significant  changes  in  our  defense  policy.  In  September,  I  spoke  to  the  American 
people  of  the  far-reaching  realignment  of  our  Nation’s  defense  and  the  historic 
changes  I  made  to  the  deployment  of  our  strategic  forces. 

After  the  successful  liberation  of  Kuwait,  we  saw  Terry  Anderson,  the  last  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen  held  in  Lebanon,  returned  safely  to  his  family  and  country.  The  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  announced  sponsorship  of  bilateral  and  multilateral  talks 
between  Israel  and  her  Arab  neighbors,  and  I  travelled  to  Madrid  for  the  opening 
session  of  this  historic  peace  conference.  We  hold  great  hope  for  peace  to  come,  fi¬ 
nally,  to  the  Middle  East. 

During  the  second  half  of  1991,  my  domestic  agenda  continued  to  focus  on 
strengthening  America's  economic  competitiveness.  My  first  priority  was  stimulating 
economic  growth  and  creating  jobs.  By  year's  end,  interest  rates  had  declined  to  the 
lowest  level  in  almost  two  decades,  and  the  signs  of  economic  recovery  were  encour¬ 
aging. 

Unfortunately,  though,  many  elements  of  my  domestic  agenda  including  compre¬ 
hensive  legislative  proposals  to  promote  excellence  in  education,  combat  violent 
crime,  restructure  financial  services,  and  implement  a  national  energy  strategy  were 
not  enacted  by  Congress. 

The  Congress  did,  however,  enact  our  surface  transportation  legislation — a  bill  that 
authorized  $151  billion  for  highway  construction,  safety,  and  transit  spending  over  six 
years.  This  major  legislation  pumped  some  $11  billion  into  the  U.S.  economy  immedi¬ 
ately,  supporting  more  than  600,000  jobs  in  FY  1992. 

While  the  Congress  considered  but  failed  to  act  upon  my  education  reform  propos¬ 
als  in  the  "America  2000  Excellence  in  Education  Act,"  our  four-track  AMERICA 
2000  national  education  strategy  began  to  be  adopted  by  States  and  localities  across 
the  country. 

America's  future  in  a  global  economy  depends  on  our  ability  to  compete  in  open 
markets  around  the  world.  I  have  continued  to  reject  attempts  to  promote  protec- 


tionism  and  managed  trade.  To  this  end,  we  continued  our  efforts  in  the  Uruguay 
Round  of  GATT  to  eliminate  trade  barriers  and  to  protect  intellectual  property.  Like¬ 
wise,  I  have  sought  to  liberalize  investment  principles  through  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA),  my  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative,  and  a 
series  of  bilateral  investment  treaties  signed  with  countries  around  the  globe. 

Environmental  stewardship  continued  as  a  top  priority  of  my  Administration. 
Through  balanced,  cost-effective  environmental  measures,  we  can  ensure  that  our 
natural  resources  are  protected  for  future  generations  while  simultaneously  guaran¬ 
teeing  private  property  rights  and  maintaining  a  healthy  economy. 

In  August,  my  Administration  proposed  some  50  recommendations  to  address 
America’s  “litigation  explosion.”  By  reforming  our  civil  justice  system  so  that  litiga¬ 
tion  is  made  more  cost-effective,  these  proposals  will  help  make  America  more  com¬ 
petitive  by  making  America  less  litigious. 
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Preface 


This  book  contains  the  papers  and  speeches  of  the  41st  President  of  the  United  States 
that  were  issued  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  during  the  period  July  1-De- 
cember  31,  1991.  The  material  has  been  compiled  and  published  by  the  Office  of  the 
Federal  Register,  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration. 

The  material  is  presented  in  chronological  order,  and  the  dates  shown  in  the  head¬ 
ings  are  the  dates  of  the  documents  or  events.  In  instances  when  the  release  date 
differs  from  the  date  of  the  document  itself,  that  fact  is  shown  in  the  textnote.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  ensure  accuracy:  Remarks  are  checked  against  a  tape  record¬ 
ing,  and  signed  documents  are  checked  against  the  original.  Textnotes  and  cross  ref¬ 
erences  have  been  provided  by  the  editors  for  purposes  of  identification  or  clarity. 
Speeches  were  delivered  in  Washington,  DC,  unless  indicated.  The  times  noted  are 
local  times.  All  materials  that  are  printed  full-text  in  the  book  have  been  indexed  in 
the  subject  and  name  indexes,  and  listed  in  the  document  categories  list. 

The  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  series  was  begun  in  1957  in  response  to  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  the  National  Historical  Publications  Commission.  An  extensive  com¬ 
pilation  of  messages  and  papers  of  the  Presidents  covering  the  period  1789  to  1897 
was  assembled  by  James  D.  Richardson  and  published  under  congressional  authority 
between  1896  and  1899.  Since  then,  various  private  compilations  have  been  issued, 
but  there  was  no  uniform  publication  comparable  to  the  Congressional  Record  or  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  Reports.  Many  Presidential  papers  could  be  found  only 
in  the  form  of  mimeographed  White  House  releases  or  as  reported  in  the  press.  The 
Commission  therefore  recommended  the  establishment  of  an  official  series  in  which 
Presidential  writings,  addresses,  and  remarks  of  a  public  nature  could  be  made  avail¬ 
able. 

The  Commission’s  recommendation  was  incorporated  in  regulations  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Register,  issued  under  section  6  of  the  Federal 
Register  Act  (44  U.S.C.  1506),  which  may  be  found  in  title  1,  part  10,  of  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations. 

A  companion  publication  to  the  Public  Papers  series,  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 
Presidential  Documents,  was  begun  in  1965  to  provide  a  broader  range  of  Presiden¬ 
tial  materials  on  a  more  timely  basis  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  contemporary  reader. 
Beginning  with  the  administration  of  Jimmy  Carter,  the  Public  Papers  series  expand¬ 
ed  its  coverage  to  include  all  material  as  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation.  That 
coverage  provides  a  listing  of  the  President’s  daily  schedule  and  meetings,  when  an¬ 
nounced,  and  other  items  of  general  interest  issued  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secre¬ 
tary.  Also  included  are  lists  of  the  President’s  nominations  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
materials  released  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  that  are  not  printed  full-text 
in  the  book,  acts  approved  by  the  President,  and  proclamations  and  Executive  orders. 
This  information  appears  in  the  appendixes  at  the  end  of  the  book. 
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Volumes  covering  the  administrations  of  Presidents  Hoover,  Truman,  Eisenhower, 
Kennedy,  Johnson,  Nixon,  Ford,  Carter,  and  Reagan  are  also  available. 

The  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  publication  program  is  under  the  direction  of 
Gwen  H.  Estep.  The  Chief  Editor  of  this  book  was  Karen  Howard  Ashlin. 

White  House  liaison  was  provided  by  Marlin  Fitz water,  Assistant  to  the  President 
and  Press  Secretary.  The  frontispiece  and  photographs  used  in  the  portfolio  were 
supplied  by  the  White  House  Photo  Office.  The  typography  and  design  of  the  book 
were  developed  by  the  Government  Printing  Office  under  the  direction  of  Robert 
W.  Houk,  Public  Printer. 


Martha  L.  Girard 

Director  of  the  Federal  Register 

Don  W.  Wilson 

Archivist  of  the  United  States 
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The  President’s  News  Conference  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
July  1,  1991 


The  President  I  am  very  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  I  will  nominate  Judge  Clarence 
Thomas  to  serve  as  Associate  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  Clarence 
Thomas  was  my  first  appointee  to  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  where  he  served  for  over  a  year.  And  I 
believe  hell  be  a  great  Justice.  He  is  the 
best  person  for  this  position. 

Judge  Thomas  compiled  an  excellent 
record  at  Holy  Cross.  He  graduated  from 
Yale  Law  School  and  served  with  distinction 
in  the  Missouri  attorney  general’s  office,  in 
the  Reagan-Bush  administration,  and  in  my 
administration.  He’s  a  native  of  Pinpoint, 
near  Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  was 
raised  by  his  grandparents.  His  background 
includes  a  strong  emphasis  on  education  as 
the  key  to  a  better  life.  And  he  attended 
rigorous  Catholic  schools  where  he  excelled. 
After  spending  a  year  at  the  Immaculate 
Conception  Seminary  in  Conception  Junc¬ 
tion,  Missouri,  Clarence  transferred  to  Holy 
Cross  College  in  Worcester,  where  he  sup¬ 
ported  himself  through  loans  and  scholar¬ 
ships  and  jobs,  and  graduated  with  honors 
in  1971. 

After  graduation  from  Yale  Law  School, 
he  worked  for  then-Missouri  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  John  Danforth  and  spent  2lA  years  liti¬ 
gating  cases  of  all  descriptions.  In  1977, 
Judge  Thomas  practiced  law  in  the  private 
sector,  and  in  1979,  he  rejoined  Senator 
Danforth  as  a  legislative  assistant  in  the  U.S. 
Senate.  In  1981,  President  Reagan  appoint¬ 
ed  him  Assistant  Secretary  for  Civil  Rights 
in  the  Department  of  Education.  From 
1982  to  1990,  he  served  as  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  Chairman  of  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission.  And  I  appointed 
him  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  1990. 

I  have  followed  this  man’s  career  for 
some  time,  and  he  has  excelled  in  every¬ 
thing  that  he  has  attempted.  He  is  a  de¬ 


lightful  and  warm,  intelligent  person  who 
has  great  empathy  and  a  wonderful  sense  of 
humor.  He’s  also  a  fiercely  independent 
thinker  with  an  excellent  legal  mind  who 
believes  passionately  in  equal  opportunity 
for  all  Americans.  He  will  approach  the 
cases  that  come  before  the  Court  with  a 
commitment  to  deciding  them  fairly,  as  the 
facts  and  the  law  require. 

Judge  Thomas’  life  is  a  model  for  all 
Americans,  and  he’s  earned  the  right  to  sit 
on  this  Nation’s  highest  Court.  And  I  am 
very  proud,  indeed,  to  nominate  him  for 
this  position,  and  I  trust  that  the  Senate  will 
confirm  this  able  man  promptly. 

And  now,  Judge  Thomas,  if  you’d  like  to 
say  a  few  words.  And  then  what  well  do  is 
questions  for  either  of  us,  and  then  if  you 
finish  those,  then  I’ll  be  glad  to  stay  and 
take  questions  on  a  wide  array  of  subjects. 

Judge  Thomas .  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
I’m  honored  and  humbled  by  your  nomina¬ 
tion  of  me  to  be  an  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  child,  I  could  not  dare  dream  that  I 
would  ever  see  the  Supreme  Court,  not  to 
mention  be  nominated  to  it.  Indeed,  my 
most  vivid  childhood  memory  of  a  Supreme 
Court  was  the  “Impeach  Earl  Warren”  signs 
which  lined  Highway  17  near  Savannah.  I 
didn’t  quite  understand  who  this  Earl 
Warren  fellow  was,  but  I  knew  he  was  in 
some  kind  of  trouble. 

I  thank  all  of  those  who  have  helped  me 
along  the  way  and  who  helped  me  to  this 
point  and  this  moment  in  my  life,  especially 
my  grandparents,  my  mother,  and  the  nuns, 
all  of  whom  were  adamant  that  I  grow  up 
to  make  something  of  myself.  I  also  thank 
my  wonderful  wife  and  my  wonderful  son. 

In  my  view,  only  in  America  could  this 
have  been  possible.  I  look  forward  to  the 
confirmation  process  and  an  opportunity  to 
be  of  service  once  again  to  my  country  and 
to  be  an  example  to  those  who  are  where  I 
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was  and  to  show  them  that,  indeed,  there  is 
hope. 

Thank  you  again,  Mr.  President. 

The  President  Now  either  of  us  will  take 
questions.  As  you  can  understand,  Judge 
Thomas — the  next  important  step  for  him  is 
going  up  for  confirmation.  And  as  with 
every  predecessor  for  the  Supreme  Court, 
Fm  sure  you’ll  understand  if  he  won’t  take 
questions  on  specific  issues  or  philosophy  or 
things  of  that  nature.  But  if  you  have  any 
for  him  or  for  me  about  this  appointment  or 
matters  relating  to  the  Court,  I’ll  be  glad  to 
respond;  I  know  he  would.  And  then,  as  I 
say,  it’s  been  a  while,  and  we  want  to  go 
ahead  and  just  have  a  general  press  confer¬ 
ence  on  any  other  subjects  that  come  to 
mind. 

Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  will  you  answer 
concerns  stemming  from  Judge  Thomas’ 
days  as  Chairman  of  the  EEOC,  that  in  that 
post  he  was  somewhat  insensitive  to  the 
concerns  of  the  elderly  and  civil  rights  ad¬ 
vocates  and  that  he  didn’t  aggressively 
pursue  their  complaints? 

The  President  Well,  obviously,  that  com¬ 
plaint,  if  it  was  even  raised  in  his  confirma¬ 
tion  hearings  for  the  second  highest  court 
in  the  land,  were  satisfactorily  answered.  It 
is  my  view  that  the  complaints  are  unfound¬ 
ed,  of  course.  But  I  doubt  if  anybody  had 
strongly  felt  that,  that  he  would  have  been 
confirmed  for  his  present  position. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  last  year  you  vetoed  the 
civil  rights  bill,  saying  it  could  lead  to 
quotas.  Today  you’ve  made  a  nomination 
that  could  be  easily  seen  as  quota-based. 
How  do  you  explain  this  apparent  inconsist¬ 
ency? 

The  President  I  don’t  even  see  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  inconsistency  because  what  I  did  is 
look  for  the  best  man.  And  Clarence 
Thomas’  name  was  high  on  the  list  when 
the  previous  nominee  went  forth,  Judge 
Souter,  Mr.  Justice  Souter  now.  And  so,  I 
don’t  accept  that  at  all.  The  fact  that  he  is 
black  and  a  minority  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  in  the  sense  that  he  is  the  best  qualified 
at  this  time.  And  we  had  a  very  thorough 
screening  process  then;  we  had  one  now 
that  we  put  into  forward  gear  very  fast,  but 
we  didn’t  have  to  start  from  square  one. 


So,  Clarence  Thomas,  seasoned  now  by 
more  experience  on  the  bench,  fits  my  de¬ 
scription  of  the  best  man  at  the  right  time, 
or  the  best  person  at  the  right  time  because 
women  were  considered  as  well. 

Q.  But  do  you  see  how  it  could  be  per¬ 
ceived  so? 

The  President  No,  I  can’t  see  it. 

Q.  Was  race  a  factor  whatsoever,  sir,  in 
the  selection? 

The  President  I  don’t  see  it  at  all.  The 
fact  that  he’s  a  minority — you  heard  his  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  kind  of  life  he’s  had,  and  I 
think  that  speaks  eloquently  for  itself.  But  I 
kept  my  word  to  the  American  people  and 
to  the  Senate  by  picking  the  best  man  for 
the  job  on  the  merits.  And  the  fact  he’s 
minority,  so  much  the  better.  But  that  is 
not  the  factor,  and  I  would  strongly  resent 
any  charge  that  might  be  forthcoming  on 
quotas  when  it  relates  to  appointing  the 
best  man  to  the  Court.  That’s  the  kind  of 
thing  I  stand  for,  not  opposed  to. 

Q.  If  I  could  ask  the  question - 

The  President  Yes. 

Q .  Was  race  a  factor  whatsoever,  though, 
sir? 

The  President  Well,  I  tried  to  answer  it 
just  then  as  best  I  could.  Nice  try  for  the 
second  go-around. 

Q.  If  I  could  follow  up.  There  are  many 
people  who  felt  that  in  fact,  that  that  was  a 
plus.  Not  that  it  was  a  factor  or  a  quota,  but 
that,  in  fact,  since  the  Court  represents  all 
the  people,  there  ought  to  be  a  minority 
member.  Did  you  at  all  feel  that  way,  that 
this  was  the  best - 

The  President  Oh,  yes,  but  I  don’t  feel 
there’s  a  quota;  I  don’t  feel  that  I  had  to 
nominate  a  black  American  at  this  time  for 
the  Court.  I  expressed  my  respect  for  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Justice  Marshall  plowed, 
but  I  don’t  feel  there  should  be  a  black  seat 
on  the  Court  or  an  ethnic  seat  on  the 
Court,  if  that’s  what  your  question  is.  I 
would  reiterate,  I  think  he’s  the  best  man. 
And  if  credit  accrues  to  him  for  coming  up 
through  a  tough  life  as  a  minority  in  this 
country,  so  much  the  better.  So  much  the 
better. 

I  love  what  he  said  at  the  end;  it  proves 
he  can  do  it,  get  the  job  done.  And  so,  that 
does  nothing  but  enhance  the  Court,  in  my 
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view.  But  I  just  really  want  you  to  know, 
we  looked  at  this  list  with  an  idea  of  really 
finding  the  best,  and  I  think  that’s  what  we 
did. 

Yes,  Charles  [Charles  Bierbauer,  Cable 
News  Network]. 

Q.  I  wonder  if  I  could  ask  a  question  of 
Judge  Thomas,  Mr.  President. 

You  made  reference,  sir,  to  Chief  Justice 
Warren,  the  Warren  Court  known  as  a  lib¬ 
eral  Court  but  one  that  advanced  a  lot  of 
things  in  the  way  of  civil  rights  and  on 
behalf  of  minorities.  How  do  you  feel  about 
that  Court  vis-a-vis  the  very  conservative 
Court  that  you  seem  to  be  joining? 

Judge  Thomas.  Well,  I  think  that  many  of 
the  questions  that  I  will  be  asked  during  my 
confirmation  process  will  perhaps  bring  that 
comparison  out.  And  I  think,  out  of  respect 
for  that  process,  I’ll  have  to  refrain  from 
making  that  sort  of  comparison  at  this  time. 

Q,  Not  even  a  personal  reflection,  sir,  on 
what  the  Warren  Court  did  for  minorities? 

Judge  Thomas.  Not  even  a  personal  re¬ 
flection. 

Q,  Judge,  a  question  for  you.  What  do  you 
say  to  critics  who  say  the  only  reason  you’re 
being  picked  is  because  you’re  black? 

Judge  Thomas.  I  think  a  lot  worse  things 
have  been  said.  I  disagree  with  that,  but  I’ll 
have  to  live  with  it. 

The  President.  Refer  them  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  [Laughter]  How  about  that  for  an 
answer? 

Judge  Thomas.  Well,  I’ll  also  say  I  didn’t 
make  the  selection.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  civil  rights  groups,  in 
particular  Ben  Hooks  has  signaled  that 
you’re  in  for  the  “mother  of  all  confirma¬ 
tion  hearings”  if  you  nominated  Judge 
Thomas.  What  do  you  have  to  say  about 
that? 

The  President  Well,  one,  I  find  that  very 
surprising  from  a  man  that’s  as  fair  as  Ben 
Hooks.  And  I  learned  something  in  this  job 
that  some  of  the  others  that  cover  us  regu¬ 
larly  here  understand,  and  that  is  that  I 
don’t  like  to  comment  on  a  statement  at¬ 
tributed  to  somebody  until  I’ve  actually 
read  it.  But  I  think,  when  you  go  back  and 
look  at  the  support  that  Judge  Thomas  had 
for  the  bench  that  he  now  serves  on,  that 
that  in  itself  will  take  care  of  any  arguments 
that  someone— I  just  don’t  want  to  feel  that 


Ben  Hooks  said  that.  I 'know  him.  I  respect 
him.  And  I  don’t  think  that  he  would  say 
that  about  Judge  Thomas.  I’ll  be  honest 
with  you. 

Q.  At  his  confirmation  hearings  before,  it 
was  said  that  he  was  accepted  to  the  bench, 
but  if  you  brought  him  back  for  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  that  they  didn’t  feel  that  he 
would  be  ready  for  that. 

The  President.  Well,  he’s  not  President, 
and  he  isn’t  the  Attorney  General,  nor  the 
General  Counsel  to  the  President,  nor  the 
Chief  of  Staff,  nor  those  of  us  who  screened 
this  nomination.  It  is  our  judgment  he  will. 

I  think  you’re  going  to  find  many  Senators 
that  disagree  with  the  fact  he’s  not  ready. 

Look,  I’m  not  suggesting  there  will  be  no 
opposition,  but  you’ve  put  it  on  quite  a  per¬ 
sonal  one  with  Ben.  And  I  just  can’t  believe 
he  would  make  a  statement  like  that.  I’ve 
differed  with  him  on  a  lot  of  things  and 
agreed  with  him  on  many,  but  I  simply  do 
not  want  to  accept  that  until  I  see  it.  I’m 
not  questioning  your  motives  or  challenging 
your  authenticity  of  the  statement,  but 
please  let  me  just  defer  until  I  take  a  look 
at  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  selected 
Judge  Souter  your  aides  very  clearly  put  out 
the  word  that  Edith  Stone  of  Houston  was 
the  runner-up  and  likely  would  be  the 
nominee  if  another  vacancy  came  up.  What 
happened  to  change  the  equation  this  time? 

The  President.  Well,  she’s  a  very  able 
judge.  She  was  given  consideration  then 
and  now.  And  I  just  felt  that  Judge  Thomas, 
with  his  seasoning  now,  is  best  prepared  to 
serve.  It  was  that.  It  was  not  a  demeaning 
or  putting  down  of  anybody  else  because 
there  were  some  very  good  names  brought 
to  my  attention. 

You  know,  this  just  happened  last  week, 
and  some  will  be  saying,  “Well,  was  the 
screening  process  thorough?”  And  the  point 
I  want  to  make  is  that  I  have  met  several 
times  since  Judge  Souter ’s  sending  to  the 
Bench  to  discuss  what  would  happen  if  a 
Supreme  Court  Justice  stepped  down,  with 
no  one  particularly  in  mind,  but  just  to  be 
ready.  So,  consideration  was  given  to  a  wide 
array  of  candidates,  but  we  d  already  done 
a  lot  of  homework. 

But  you  ask  about  Edith,  who  comes  from 
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my  hometown,  and  I  have  nothing  but  high 
regard  and  high  esteem  for  her.  But  I  de¬ 
cided,  on  the  advice  of  people  that  I  trust, 
that  this  is  the  way  to  go. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  appointments  made 
by  President  Reagan  and  you  have  put  the 
Court  on  a  conservative  road.  Is  that  what 
you  would  like  to  see  for  the  next  10  or  15 
years,  to  reverse  some  of  the  more  liberal 
rulings  in  the  past  20  years? 

The  President.  Look,  I  don’t  know  how 
Judge  Thomas,  when  he  becomes  Mr.  Jus¬ 
tice  Thomas,  will  come  down  on  every 
issue.  And  indeed,  I  didn’t  discuss  specific 
issues  with  him.  I  didn’t  discuss  them  with 
Judge  Souter  before  he  became  Mr.  Justice 
Souter.  But  I  did  look  at  this:  Would  he 
faithfully  interpret  the  Constitution  and 
avoid  the  tendency  to  legislate  from  the 
Bench?  And  that’s  a  broad  consideration, 
but  that  was  certainly  in  his  favor  in  my 
view.  And  I  don’t  know  whether  he’ll  agree 
with  positions  that  our  administration  takes 
or  overthrow  decisions  or  change  positions 
that  we  think  are  right.  But  that  doesn’t 
matter.  What  matters  is  that  he  faithfully 
interpret  the  Constitution,  and  I  am  100- 
percent  convinced  that  that’s  exactly  what 
he’ll  do. 

So,  we’re  not  trying  to  put  a  philosophical 
balance  on  this  Court.  We’re  not  trying  to 
philosophically  affect  it.  And  I  said  this  long 
ago,  long  before  I  became  President,  that 
the  main  consideration  in  addition  to  excel¬ 
lence  and  qualification  is  this  concept  of 
interpreting  the  Constitution  and  not  legis¬ 
lating  from  the  Federal  Bench. 

Q .  In  the  last  several  weeks  you,  or  you 
and  your  White  House  Counsel,  have  had  to 
act  to  tighten  the  restrictions  on  travel  of 
your  subordinates.  During  this  period  of 
time  has  Governor  Sununu  come  to  you  at 
all  and  expressed  any  apology  for  any  em¬ 
barrassment  that  this  might  have  caused 
you? 

The  President.  John  [John  Mashek,  Boston 
Globe],  I’ll  take  your  question  in  one 
second,  but  have  we  done  the  Supreme 
Court  questions?  Because  I  don’t  want  to 
get  Clarence  Thomas,  on  the  eve  of  his 
hearings,  caught  up  in  a  lot  of  domestic 
questions  of  one  kind  or  another,  including 
this  one  which  I’ll  be  glad  to  respond  to. 
But  if  you’d  let  me  come  back  to  you  as 


soon  as  I  ask  him  to  go  into  the  cool  office 
that  is  behind  us.  But  if  there’s  a  couple 
more  on  this,  and  then  we’ll  move  on  to 
Mr.  Mashek. 

Q.  Could  I  ask  Judge  Thomas  his  feelings 
about  quotas? 

Judge  Thomas.  Again,  I’d  give  you  a  simi¬ 
lar  answer.  When  I  was  in  a  policy-making 
role,  I  said  what  I  had  to  say  about  quotas. 
As  a  judge,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  rule  on  that  issue.  But  to  the  extent  that 
I  have  any  additional  comments,  I  think, 
again,  out  of  respect  for  the  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  process,  I’ll  have  to  leave  it  for  that 
moment. 

Q.  Would  that  also  apply  to  questions  in¬ 
volving  whether  or  not  there’s  a  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  privacy? 

Judge  Thomas.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  I  have  another  question  for  the 
President?  [Laughter]  Did  your  list  of  possi¬ 
ble  candidates  include  anyone  with  known 
pro-choice  views  or  any  candidate  whose 
views  on  abortion  you  were  unsure  of? 

The  President.  Probably.  Because  I  don’t 
know,  I  didn’t  ask  about  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  was  a  lot  of  talk 
about  the  possibility  of  an  Hispanic  being 

named - 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  - and  indeed,  Judge  Garza  was 

interviewed. 

The  President.  He  was. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  us  what  your  thinking 
on  that  was — why  it  was  that  you  turned  to 
Clarence  Thomas  instead  of  an  Hispanic? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  experience  in 
government,  experience  on  the  higher 
court  figured  into  this,  but  listen,  that 
should  not  degrade  Judge  Garza  at  all.  The 
man  is  a  very  well-qualified  individual. 
Indeed,  he  flew  up  and  had  a  conversation 
with  Boyden  Gray  and  with  the  Attorney 
General.  And  I  just  had  to  make  a  very 
tough  call,  and  I  did  it.  But  he’s  a  good 
man. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  did  you  make  this 
decision  in  your  own  mind,  and  when  did 

you  call  Judge  Thomas  to - 

The  President.  Well,  I  called  him  yester¬ 
day  and  told  him  I  was  getting  very,  very 
close.  And  keeping  the  faith  with  those  who 
were  at  the  golf  course,  I  called  him  after  I 
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came  back  from  the  golf  course.  [Laughter] 
And  then  I  closed  the  deal  today.  I  had  one 
or  two  points  that  I  wanted  to  make  to  him 
to  see  that  he  felt  comfortable  with  them.  I 
wanted  to  be  sure  that  he  knew  from  me 
that  there  was  no  litmus  test  involved.  I 
told  him,  if  it’s  not  violating  a  privacy,  that 
he  ought  to  do  like  the  umpire:  Call  them 
as  you  see  them.  And  I’m  satisfied  he  will. 

But  I  guess  I  could  say  the  final  decision 
was  made  sitting  in  our  living  room,  but  it 
was  pretty  well-established  when  I  talked  to 
him  yesterday  afternoon  that  that’s  what  I 
wanted. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  any  other  candidates 
personally? 

The  President  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  as  though 
this  appointment  will  have  any  effect  on 
your  ability  to  get  a  civil  rights  bill  through 
the  Congress? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  it  has  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  anticipate  any  problems  in  the 
confirmation  hearing? 

The  President  Nope.  Not  if  everyone  is  as 
fair  as  I  think  they  will  be.  I  think  that 
there  will  be  questions  raised.  I  would  hope 
there  would  not  be  political  considerations. 
But  look,  you’ve  seen  confirmation  hearings 
before,  and  you  know  that  different  people 
come  in  with  a  wide  array  of  different  ques¬ 
tions,  many  of  them  philosophical.  But  I’m 
satisfied  that  this  man  will  pass  muster.  Got 
it? 

I  don’t  want  to  keep  you,  get  you  messed 
up  in  domestic  politics  here*  Judge,  so  good 
luck,  and  I’ll  see  you  in  a  few  minutes.  [Ap¬ 
plause] 

May  I  duly  note  that  that’s  the  first  press 
conference  my  family  has  attended  and  the 
first  one  at  which  there’s  been  any  ap¬ 
plause.  [Laughter]  I  hope  this  will  continue. 

John  [John  Mashek,  Boston  Globe]. 

Chief  of  Staffs  Travel 

Q.  Well,  the  question  is,  sir,  over  the  last 
several  weeks  you,  or  you  and  the  White 
House  Counsel  acting  together,  have  been 
forced  to  tighten  the  restrictions  on  travel 
regarding  your  subordinates.  Has  Governor 
Sununu  come  to  you  during  any  of  this  time 
and  apologized  to  you  for  any  embarrass¬ 
ment  this  may  have  caused? 


The  President  Yes.  He’s  told  me  right 
from  the  heart  that  he  regretted  very  much 
any  controversy  and  anything  that  this  may 
have  done  to  diminish  the  ethical  standards 
of  this  Presidency.  And  I  told  him,  look,  I 
understand  this.  He  went  into  the  staff  with 
essentially  the  same  message.  He  said  it 
publicly. 

And  very  candidly,  no  laws  having  been 
violated,  I  think  we  ought  to  move  on  to 
something  more  important.  And  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  it  gives  me  a  chance  to  express  my 
full  confidence  in  him  as  we  work  some 
very  complicated  issues  through  the  Con¬ 
gress.  I  respect  him.  I  value  his  advice  and 
counsel.  And  I’m  hoping  that  this  matter  is 
laid  to  rest. 

I  think  John  said,  “If  mistakes  were  made, 
I  made  them.”  What  more  can  a  man  be 
asked  to  say?  And  so,  I’d  like  to  see  this 
matter  laid  to  rest. 

Q.  But  at  the  very  outset  of  your  adminis¬ 
tration  you  cautioned  against  even  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  impropriety,  which  you  said 
this  brought  into - 

The  President  That’s  why  I  think  he 
came  in.  And  we  had  a  good  heart-to-heart 
talk,  more  than  one,  about  it.  I’ll  be  very 
honest  with  you.  My  heart  aches  for  his 
family  because  they’ve  been  through  a  lot 
on  some  of  the  stories  unrelated  to  this, 
kind  of  what  I  refer  to  as  a  piling-on  syn¬ 
drome.  So,  I’m  glad  this  matter  came  up 
because  I’d  like  to  try  to  clear  the  air,  get  it 
behind  us,  and  move  on. 

But  he’s  done  the  right  things  in  terms  of 
expressing  his  own  personal  feelings  to  me 
and  to  our  staff  and  to  others.  And  I  made  a 
mistake  once.  Let’s  see,  it  was  back  in  1970- 
something  or  other;  I  can’t  remember  ex¬ 
actly.  [Laughter] 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what’s  the  point  of 
meeting  President  Gorbachev  at  the  G-7 
summit  if  all  you’re  apparently  willing  to 
offer  is  moral  support  and  technical  advice, 
which  are  things  that  have  been  offered 
before? 

The  President  You  mean  his  coming  to 
the  summit?  Well,  I  think  it’s  quite  impor¬ 
tant,  now  that  ground  rules  are  getting 
worked  out,  that  he  come  and  present  his 
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case  for  reform  to  the  G-7.  And  I  feel  com¬ 
fortable  with  what's  been  worked  out  by 
Prime  Minister  John  Major  and  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev.  I  look  forward  to  having  a  one-on-one 
with  President  Gorbachev  there,  and  we’ve 
got  a  lot  to  talk  about,  a  lot  of  things  that 
aren’t  related  to  the  arms  control  agenda. 
And  then  I  think  there’s  going  to  be  a 
bigger  meeting  with  all  seven  that  night 
after  the  formal  part  takes  place.  So,  I  think 
it  will  be  a  good  chance  to  narrow  down 
the  differences,  to  see  where  we  stand,  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Western  Europe  and 
Canada,  the  United  States  and  Japan.  And 
so,  I’m  looking  forward  to  it. 

On  our  one-on-one  talk,  if  that’s  what 
you’re  referring  to,  I  don’t  think  we’ll  have 
that  much  time.  I  think  we’ve  got  a  couple 
of  hours  set  aside — Bob?  A  couple  of  hours. 
But  there’s  some  issues  that  I  need  to  talk 
about,  global  issues.  And  we’ve  got  a  lot  of 
things  that  we  look  at  identically.  And  we 
can  go  back  and  talk  about  those,  such  as 
the  United  Nations  action  against  Iraq’s  ag¬ 
gression  and  things  like  that. 

But  I  think  it’s  appropriate  now.  You 
know,  you  read  a  lot  of  stories  that  Gorba¬ 
chev  was  coming  there  hat  in  hand,  asking 
for  a  big  check.  That  was  never  his  inten¬ 
tion;  I’m  assured  of  that.  And  I  don’t  think 
that  did  him  a  lot  of  good  by  even  the 
speculation  on  that  in  some  quarters,  in  the 
United  States,  for  example.  But  I  think  the 
ground  rules  or  at  least  the  broad  param¬ 
eters  are  now  set  out,  and  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  what  his  plans  are  for  a  vigorous 
reform  and  the  continuation  of  perestroika, 
glasnost  being  all  but  a  given  these  days. 

Q.  Doesn’t  his  mere  presence  in  London 
raise  expectations  that  are  unlikely  to  be 
realized? 

The  President.  Well,  yes,  some  might 
argue  that.  And  some  might  say,  well,  his 
mere  presence  would  indicate  that  if  he 
didn’t  get  something,  that  the  meeting 
would  be  a  failure.  I  don’t  view  it  that  way. 
There  is  so  much  change  taking  place.  The 
economic  problems  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
and  elsewhere,  are  so  enormous  that  it’s 
very  important  that  we  get  as  close  togeth¬ 
er  in  agreement.  But  yes,  I  can  see  where 
some  might  suggest  that,  but  I  wouldn’t 
view  it  that  way.  And  I’ll  be  resisting  it  if 
people  say  that.  We’ve  got  an  awful  lot  of 


consultation  before  concrete  economic  pro¬ 
grams  can  be  agreed  to. 

Iraq 

Q.  On  Iraq,  there’s  news  that  the  U.N. 
team  went  out  looking  again  for  that  equip¬ 
ment  and  couldn’t  find  it.  Are  you  antici¬ 
pating  taking  any  action? 

The  President.  Well,  we’re  anxious  to  see 
what  this  inspection,  this  two-person  team, 
gets  when  they  come  back.  But  let  me  say 
this:  Everybody,  everyone,  knows  that  the 
man  was  cheating  and  lying.  Everyone 
knows  that  he  did  that  which  the  resolu¬ 
tions  say  not  to  do.  And  he  should  give 
unfettered  access  to  these  inspectors.  He 
didn’t  do  that.  He  surreptitiously  moved  the 
equipment.  We’ve  presented  the  evidence 
to  certain  parties.  And  all  I’d  say  is  he’d 
better  get  on  with  keeping  his  word,  and  he 
better  get  on  with  total,  free,  open  inspec¬ 
tion. 

And  I  said  the  other  day,  perhaps  you 
missed  it,  that  we  are  not  foreclosing,  nor 
putting  on  the  table,  any  options  at  this 
point.  We  have  a  lot  of  diplomacy  to  do.  We 
want  to  be  sure  that  world  opinion  is  as 
strong  as  I’m  convinced  it  will  be  because 
this  isn’t  a  unilateral  U.S.  problem.  This  is  a 
problem  now  of  which  the  United  Nations 
has  seized,  you  see. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  any  of  the  allies, 
the  leaders,  in  the  past  days? 

The  President.  No,  but  others  have  been 
talking.  I’ve  not  gone  to  the  chiefs  of  state. 
I  anticipate — maybe  I  indicated  this  the 
other  day — that  I  will  be  doing  that.  High- 
level  diplomatic  initiatives  will  be  called  on, 
and  decisions  might  follow. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  Iraq,  the  other  day 
as  we  came  to  Kennebunkport,  you  were  in 
a  sort  of  highly  agitated  mode,  hinting  of 
possible  renewal  of  military  action,  although 
you  also  stressed  diplomacy.  But  in  the  in¬ 
terim,  has  there  been  any  news  on  this  nu¬ 
clear  situation  or  anything  that  has  caused 
you  to  think  that  maybe  the  situation  is 
calming  down  there,  or  are  you  still  saying 
that  we  have  all  options  out  there? 

The  President  No,  Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  As¬ 
sociated  Press],  to  be  honest  with  you,  I 
haven’t  seen  anything  that  makes  me  think 
it’s  calming  down.  I’m  not  sure  I  would 
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have  used  the  word  agitated,  but  certainly 
concerned.  And  what  we’ve  got  to  have  is 
evidence  that  full  inspection  on  challenge 
will  be  granted.  And  I  don’t  want  to  mis¬ 
lead  you;  I’m  very  concerned  about  this  sit¬ 
uation.  This  is  a  fundamental  part  of  what 
the  United  Nations  resolutions  is  about.  So, 
there’s  still  a  feeling  out  there,  on  my  view 
anyway,  and  I’m  sure  it’s  true  of  the  neigh¬ 
bors,  that  he  has  to  make  this  right  and 
satisfy  us  or  we’ll  figure  out  what  else  hap¬ 
pens. 

Q.  Is  there  still  a  possibility  of  renewed 
military  action  by  the  U.S.-led  coalition? 

The  President.  Well,  again,  I  just  keep  re¬ 
sisting  saying  what  we  will  do  or  what  we 
won’t  do.  But  you’ve  seen  speculation,  and 
I’ll  just  steer  you  that  it’s  not  all  warrantless. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  I’m  not  saying  what 
will  be  recommended  that  I  do  as  President 
of  the  United  States.  I’m  very  interested  in 
getting  the  views  of  other  world  leaders, 
and  the  diplomacy  leading  up  to  that  has 
already  started. 

Israel 

Q.  Mr.  President,  this  fall,  Israel  intends 
to  ask  the  United  States  to  guarantee  $10 
billion  in  loans  to  build  housing  for  Jewish 
refugees  from  the  Soviet  Union.  Could  you 
tell  us  how  you  feel  about  linking  approval 
of  these  loans  guarantees  with  some  pledge 
from  Israel  to  decrease  the  building  of  new 
settlements  in  the  occupied  territories? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  think  it  ought 
to  be  a  quid  pro  quo.  What  I  do  think,  and 
I’ve  said  this  over  and  over  again,  that  it  is 
against  U.S.  policy  for  these  settlements  to 
be  built.  So,  I’ll  leave  it  right  there  and 
avoid  the  linkage  that  you  understandably 
ask  about,  but  say  that  the  best  thing  for 
Israel  to  do  is  to  keep  its  commitment  that 
was  given  at  one  point  not  to  go  in  and 
build  further  settlements.  It  is  counterpro¬ 
ductive  to  the  peace  process.  Now,  having 
said  that,  I  want  to  be  fair;  There  are  other 
things  and  by  other  countries  that  are  coun¬ 
terproductive  to  the  peace  process.  I’d  love 
to  see  direct  talks  between  these  countries. 

But  we  have  not  changed  our  position  on 
sanctions,  I  mean  on  settlements,  and  we’re 
not  going  to  change  our  position  on  settle¬ 
ments.  So  please,  those  in  Israel,  do  what 
you  can  to  see  that  that  policy  of  settlement 


after  settlement  is  not  continued.  It  is  coun¬ 
terproductive.  And  having  heard  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  say  that  and  seen  what  fol¬ 
lowed  on,  I  will  promptly  add,  as  he  has, 
that  we  want  to  be  sure  that  others  move 
forward  in  the  peace  process,  too.  But  it’s 
not  constructive  to  getting  these  parties  to 
come  together  and  work  for  a  peace  that  I 
think  the  entire  world  wants  and  that  all  of 
them  want.  So,  we’ll  keep  working  it,  but 
we’re  not  giving  one  inch  on  the  settle¬ 
ments  question. 

Military  Base  Closings 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Courter  Commis¬ 
sion  has  made  its  recommendations,  as  you 
know,  on  base  closings,  subject  to  your 
review.  Isn’t  it  highly  unlikely,  though,  that 
you  would  overrule  any  of  those  decisions, 
given  the  amount  of  time  that  the  Commis¬ 
sion  put  into  it? 

The  President  Yes,  with  one  exception. 
Yes,  it  is  highly  unlikely,  but  I  will  rely 
heavily  on  what  Secretary  Cheney  tells  me 
after  he  reviews  the  base  closing  recom¬ 
mendations,  has  a  chance  to  talk  to  them 
with  General  Powell  and  the  Joint  Chiefs. 
Because  what  I’m  interested  in:  One,  saving 
the  money  that  we’ve  said  well  save;  two, 
being  sure,  and  this  comes  first  actually, 
that  we  have  a  proper  structure  from  which 
to  conduct  military  action  that  we  might  be 
called  upon  to  conduct  in  the  future.  And 
so,  it  would  be  unlikely,  but  I  just  would 
suggest,  John,  that  I  would  like  very  much 
to  sit  down  with  the  Secretary  of  Defense 
and  say,  “Dick,  are  you  happy  with  these? 
Do  you  see  something  that  ought  to  be 
changed?”  And  that’s  the  way  I’ll  conduct 
it. 

But  I’m  not  going  to  go  in  there  and 
override  some  decision  on  a  political  basis. 
These  are  tough  calls.  This  Commission,  I 
am  satisfied,  is  approaching  it  without  poli¬ 
tics  in  mind.  I  was  in  the  Congress;  I  know 
the  old  rule  about  cutting  it  out,  but  cutting 
it  in  the  other  guy’s  district.  And  we  simply 
cannot  approach  something  as  sensitive  and 
as  important  to  our  national  security  as  base 
closing  in  that  manner.  And  so,  I  won’t  par¬ 
ticipate  in  any  political  call,  but  I  do  re¬ 
serve  the  right  upon  receipt  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  report — I  think  it  comes  directly  to 
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me — to  discuss  it  with  the  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  after  he’s  had  an  opportunity  to  talk 
to  the  Chiefs  about  it. 

President's  Mother 

Q.  Can  you  talk  a  bit  about  your  mother 
and  what  she’s  taught  you  and  why  you 
chose  her  birthday  to  announce  your  nomi¬ 
nee?  [Laughter] 

The  President  Well,  maybe  it’s  fortuitous. 
Life  goes  on.  Mother’s  90  years  old;  been  an 
enormous  influence  in  my  life  and  the  lives 
of  everybody  that’s  in  our  enormous  family. 
And  I  noted  from  Clarence  Thomas  what 
he  had  to  say  about  the  importance  of 
family  in  his  life.  So,  if  there’s  some  symbol¬ 
ism  there,  one,  it  was  unintended,  but  two, 
I  think  it  might  be  appropriate.  Different 
backgrounds,  but  the  same  sense  of 
strength  of  family.  And  I  think  there’s  a 
message  not  just  for  Clarence  Thomas’ 
family  or  our  family  but  for  families  all 
across  the  country. 

And  as  we  celebrate  Mother’s  90th  birth¬ 
day,  she’s  not  all  that  well,  but  she  is  our 
moral  leader,  was  since  I  was  old  enough  to 
walk  on  this  marvelous  point  of  land  here  in 
Kennebunkport,  which  was  just — from  my 
days  as  an  infant.  And  everyone  in  this 
family,  young  and  old,  direct  or  indirect 
relations,  looks  up  to  her.  But  I  have  a  feel¬ 
ing  that  that’s  still  true  of  a  lot  of  families  in 
this  country. 

Military  Base  Closings 

Q.  I  wanted  to  follow  on  John’s  question 
as  to  whether  you  might  be  suggesting  that 
the  base  closing  Commission  could  have 
gone  farther  and  deeper? 

The  President  No,  I  didn’t  intend  to  say 
that  because,  literally,  I  have  not  gone  into 
the  details  of  the  base  closing  Commission. 

Crime  Bill 

Q.  Could  I  ask  a  separate  then:  Are  you 
and  the  Attorney  General  going  to  discuss 
the  crime  bill,  as  you  suggested  you  ought 
to? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  What’s  your  sense  of  direction  on  that? 

The  President  Well,  I  want  to  get  a  good 
crime  bill.  We  would  like  to  have  it  all 
come  down  together,  and  options  are  open 
here.  But  in  fact,  Dick  told  me  now  we’ve 


gotten,  roughly  in  form  we  want,  four  of 
our  five  major  objectives.  The  exclusionary 
rule  did  not  come  the  way  we  wanted  in 
the  Senate.  But  I’ll  defer  on  more  detail  on 
that  because  it  has  to  go  to  a  conference, 
and  then  we’ll  see. 

But  I  want  a  comprehensive  crime  bill. 
There  are  some  very  good  things  in  the 
Senate  bill.  And  I  thank  Senator  Biden  and, 
of  course,  Senator  Thurmond  and  others  for 
that.  And  I’ll  just  wait  and  see  what  comes 
to  my  desk.  And  I  urge  that  it  be  compre¬ 
hensive,  broad,  and  then  we’ll  take  some 
things  that  I  like  and  maybe  some  things 
that  I  don’t  like  because  it  is  important  to 
get  on  with  the  crime  bill.  But  it  better 
come  down,  I  think  in  fairness  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people,  in  a  broad  form,  not  nickel-by¬ 
nickel,  dime-by-dime. 

Q.  Was  he  a  little  premature  yesterday  in 
suggesting  it  was  close  to  acceptable? 

The  President  Well,  I  didn’t  see  the  story, 
but  as  I  say,  there  are  many  good  things  in 
it.  But  my  problem  on  answering  it  is  I 
don’t  know  what’s  going  to  happen  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  House  of  Representatives  out  of 
the  conference. 

Saddam  Hussein 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir.  As  the  Gulf  war  got 
closer,  you  sensed  that  Saddam  Hussein 
wasn’t  getting  enough  information  that  our 
threat  was  real.  There  have  been  reports 
now,  as  you  were  talking  about,  about  po¬ 
tential  military  action  again.  Do  you  think 
he’s  in  the  dark  still? 

The  President  I  don’t  know  on  this  ques¬ 
tion.  But  you’re  right.  I  was  reminiscing 
here,  as  I  hit  Walker’s  Point  a  couple  of 
days  ago,  that  there  were  two  points  that  I 
still  am  convinced  of  as  the  pre-battle 
period  went  on:  One,  that  he  didn’t  think 
that  we  were  for  real  on  this,  and  secondly, 
that  he  thought  he  could  prevail  at  least 
enough  to  have  a  standoff  in  the  desert  and 
be  the  hero  of  certain  parts  of  the  world 
over  there.  He  was  wrong  on  both  counts. 
And  if  he  assumes  that  he  can  get  away 
with  this  kind  of  thing,  he’s  just  as  wrong 
today  as  he  was  on  August  2d  when  he  sent 
his  forces  into  Kuwait. 

Q •  You  don’t  consider  him  a  very  smart 
man,  do  you? 
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The  President.  I  don’t  consider  him  a  very 
bright  man  to  have  done  what  he’s  done,  if 
that’s  an  answer  to  it,  because  I  can’t  con¬ 
ceive  of  why  you  would  directly  think  you 
could  hide,  given  the  sophistication  of  tech¬ 
nology  today,  and  secondly,  why  you’d 
think  you  could  get  away  with  it.  So,  there 
is  some  parallel  there.  I  don’t  want  to  over¬ 
draw  it. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  spoke  a  bit  ago 
about  everyone  in  the  Middle  East  wanting 
peace.  Yet  the  Israelis  seem  to  have  stiff¬ 
armed  your  proposals.  The  Syrians  don’t 
seem  to  like  the  terms  either.  Is  there  more 
here  than  meets  the  eye? 

The  President.  Probably  more  than  meets 
the  eye,  but  not  as  much  as  I’d  like  to  see 
meet  the  eye.  I  mean,  in  other  words,  I 
think  I’d  like  to  see  the  process  further 
along,  but  there  are  a  few  things  that  I 
think  offer  hope.  In  fact,  in  my  last  commu¬ 
nication  from  President  [Prime  Minister] 
Shamir  of  Israel  was  a  commitment  to  try  to 
work  for  peace.  There  are  some  broad  com¬ 
mitments,  but  frankly,  I’d  like  to  see  us  fur¬ 
ther  along  on  some  of  the  details.  And 
please  don’t  press  me  on  what  those  details 
are.  But  I’m  not  going  to  give  up  hope  on 
this,  and  I  don’t  think  the  Secretary  is.  But 
we  need  to  have  more  progress,  and  we 
need  to  have  it  sooner. 

I  am  told  that  the  credibility  of  the 
United  States  for  being  the  catalyst  for 
peace  is  still  very,  very  strong  and  very 
good,  not  only  in  Israel  but  in  the  Arab 
countries  as  well.  So,  that  is  an  ingredient 
that  wasn’t  there  before,  that’s  still  there, 
that  I  hope  will  lead  to  peace. 

Q.  It’s  been  suggested  that  the  United 
States  might  just  call  a  peace  conference 
and  see  who  shows  up.  Is  that  an  option? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  want  to  go 
into  options,  but  yes,  I’ve  seen  suggestions 
of  that  nature.  And  at  some  point,  I  think  I 
owe  the  American  people  my  view  of  the 
details  I’m  not  willing  to  discuss  right  now. 
And  that  wouldn’t  bother  me  one  bit,  to  get 
up  and  say,  here’s  what  we’ve  been  trying 
to  do.  So,  there’s  no  timeframe  on  anything 
of  that  nature.  But  I  think  there’s  a  lot  of 
people  that  are  wondering  what  in  the 
world  is  going  on.  And  I’ve  invoked  quiet 


diplomacy  and  the  need  for  confidentiality, 
but  I  can’t  do  that  forever;  I  just  simply 
can’t  do  it.  I  owe  it  to  the  American  people, 
and  I  think  the  people  around  the  world,  to 
say,  hey,  here’s  what  the  United  States 
thinks  is  a  good  formula. 

Kuwait 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  reminiscing  about 
the  war,  can  I  ask  your  comments  about, 
your  feelings  about  what’s  happened  in 
Kuwait  since  the  end  of  the  war  with  the 
atrocities  there?  Your  feelings  about  it,  and 
do  you  think  there’s  any  reason  to  believe 
that  democratic  reforms  will  take  place? 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  say  this,  and  I 
hope  it  doesn’t  come  out  wrong.  The  war 
wasn’t  fought  about  democracy  in  Kuwait. 
The  war  was  fought  about  aggression 
against  Kuwait.  Having  said  that,  the  Ku¬ 
waitis  have  said  that  they  want  to  move 
towards  the  democratic  process,  and  I  hope 
they  do.  And  they  should.  This  would  be 
good.  I  think  one  of  the  things  that  concern 
people  were  the  trials.  There  are  different 
standards  for  law  in  all  countries,  but  we 
want  to  see  fair  trials,  open  trials. 

A  friend  of  mine  in  our  Government, 
who’s  quite  knowledgeable  on  history,  re¬ 
minded  me  of  what  it  was  like  in  France 
after  the  liberation  of  France  in  World  War 
II.  I  remember  some  of  it,  although  I  was  in 
the  Pacific  theater.  And  the  people  that 
were  liberated  did  not  take  kindly  to  those 
that  had  sold  out  to  the  Nazis.  I  think  we’re 
expecting  a  little  much  if  we’re  asking  the 
people  in  Kuwait  to  take  kindly  to  those 
that  had  spied  on  their  countrymen  that 
were  left  there,  that  had  brutalized  families 
there,  and  things  of  that  nature. 

Having  said  that,  I  believe,  and  I’ve  rec¬ 
ommended  this  to  the  Kuwaitis,  the  most 
open,  fair  trial,  free  justice  system  is  the 
best.  It  works  best.  It  gets  confidence  back 
in  your  country.  So,  I  can  understand  the 
outrage. 

I’ll  give  you  one  other  example.  Martial 
law.  We  had  some  problems,  you  know — 
why  martial  law?  And  it  was  explained  to 
me,  many  citizens  over  there  against  the 
law  have  weapons,  many  of  them  that  were 
in  opposition  to  the  Kuwaiti  regime,  threat¬ 
ening,  using  the  weapons,  showing  the 
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weapons  when  the  Iraqis  were  in  power, 
now  keeping  the  weapons.  And  they  told 
me  that  martial  law  was  essential  if  they 
were  going  to  go  in  and  disarm  the  people 
that  had  been  helping  the  enemy. 

I  can  understand  that.  Again,  what  I’d 
like  to  see  is  as  much  respect  for  what  we 
see  as  legal  principles  as  possible. 

This  guy  hasn’t  had  one.  One,  two,  and 
that’s  it,  unless  you  appeal. 

Upcoming  Economic  Summit 

Q .  Back  to  the  G-7  for  a  minute.  Are  you 
at  all  concerned  in  all  the  publicity  with 
Mr.  Gorbachev  that  the  plight  of  the  East¬ 
ern  European  countries  is  not  going  to  get 
enough  attention  here?  And  do  you  feel  any 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Western  de¬ 
mocracies  to  guarantee  to  them  the  same 
aid,  whatever  it  is,  that  Gorbachev  walks 
away  with - 

The  President.  You  mean  the  Eastern  Eu¬ 
ropean — 

Q.  In  light  of  the  fact  that  they  have 
already  done  the  sorts  of  things  that  he’s 
only  beginning  to  think  about. 

The  President  I  think  we’ve  got  two  dif¬ 
ferent  questions.  But  we  must  not,  we  must 
not  send  a  signal  to  Eastern  Europe:  “Hey, 
we’re  neglecting  you.  You’re  on  your  own; 
figure  it  out  for  yourselves.  We’re  going  to 
turn  our  attention  to  Moscow.”  I  don’t  think 
it  has  to  be  an  either-or  choice.  The  Eastern 
European  countries  are  moving.  They  need 
certain  kinds  of  assistance;  they’re  getting 
some.  They’re  making  some  progress;  they 
still  have  problems.  But  I  think  your  ques¬ 
tion  raises  to  me  a  very  good  point.  We 
don’t  want  to  send  a  signal  of  neglect  or 
that  we  think  that  they  should  be  cut  loose 
to  fend  for  themselves. 

But  there  are  many  things  we  can  do  and 
are  doing  in  Eastern  Europe.  And  they 
should  not  be  reduced  as  we  work  together 
to  try  to  figure  out  how  to  get  the  Soviet 
market,  how  to  get  the  Soviet  economy, 
how  to  get  the  Soviet  system  moving  along 
the  same  lines  as  the  Eastern  Europeans. 
This  is  a  world  problem;  it’s  not  a  United 
States  problem. 

You  know,  I  don’t  want  to  get  too  philo¬ 
sophical  out  here  in  the  sun,  but  it  comes 
up  in  another  context  because  people  in 
South  America  are  saying,  “With  this  major 


goal  of  helping  reform  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and,  to  some  degree,  in  Eastern  Europe,  are 
you  going  to  neglect  us?”  And  one  of  the 
reasons  we’re  having  these,  I  think,  very 
important  appearances  and  a  lot  of  diplo¬ 
macy  going  along  with  it  is  that  we  want  to 
reassure  the  democracies  in  this  hemi¬ 
sphere,  which  is  all  but  one  country  from 
being  a  totally  democratic  hemisphere,  that 
we’re  not  going  to  neglect  them. 

So,  you  raise  a  good  point.  We  are  not 
going  to  neglect  Eastern  Europe,  but  we 
are  going  to  work  with  the  others.  And  ev¬ 
eryone  knows  that  we’re  dealing  at  this 
juncture  with  limited  resources.  We  are  in 
this  country;  we’ve  got  enormous  deficit 
problems.  Other  countries  have  economies 
that  have  done  worse  than  ours.  So,  we’ve 
got  to  be  realistic  and  find  ways  to  help 
move  these  people  towards  market  econo¬ 
mies,  open  political  systems  when  our 
advice  is  sought.  And  that’s  what  we’re 
trying  to  do. 

Soviet-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  Thank  you.  Some  weeks  ago  you  said 
you  were  very  close  to  a  decision  on  MFN 
for  the  Soviet  Union.  Have  you  made  that 
decision?  Do  you  expect  to  do  it  before 
London?  Is  it  tied  up  in  the  SALT  negotia¬ 
tions? 

The  President  No,  it’s  not  tied  up  in 
SALT,  it’s  tied  up  on  a  trade  agreement. 
And  I  think  that’s  the  only  remaining  prob¬ 
lem,  a  trade  agreement.  And  maybe — Bob, 
come  help  me  on  that.  When  do  we  think 
that  will  be  resolved? 

Mr.  Gates.  There  are  a  couple  of  minor 
technical  problems  in  the  trade  agreement 
because  of  laws  that  have  been  passed  sub¬ 
sequent  to  its  signature  by  the  Soviet  legis¬ 
lature.  They’re  technical  problems.  We 
think  they  are  being  worked  out,  and  it 
shouldn’t  be  too  long. 

The  President.  It’s  not  caught  up  in  the 
other. 

Last  one. 

Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  consult  with 
anyone  else  outside  of  your  administration 
about  your  Supreme  Court  nominee?  And 
did  I  understand  you  correctly  to  say  that 
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you  made  your  final  decision,  was  it  last 
night  in  your  living  room  here  or  this  morn¬ 
ing? 

The  President.  Actually,  when  I  say  final, 
the  “i”  was  dotted  and  the  “t”  crossed  up 
here  just  a  little  bit  before  lunch.  But  I’d — 
just  to  be  very  candid  about  it — all  but 
made  my  mind  up  when  I  invited  Judge 
Thomas  up  here.  As  I  thought  of  any  hypo¬ 
thetical  things  that  could  go  wrong,  I 
couldn’t  think  of  any.  So  much  so  that  I 
don’t  think  he  felt  confident  enough  after 
our  conversation  yesterday.  I  don’t  think  he 
told  his  wife,  for  example,  that  he  was  to  be 
the  nominee.  And  on  your  first  part  of  your 
question,  no,  I  stayed  with  the  recommend¬ 
atory  process  because  many  others  talked  to 
others. 

And  I  must  say,  if  you’ll  let  me  off  with¬ 
out  telling  you  who  I  talked  to,  when  this 
all  came  up  at  the  time  of  Judge  Souter,  I 
think  I  did  talk  to  one  or  two  people  in 
confidence  that  I  respect  that  are  outside  of 
this  so-called  screening  process.  But  I  put 
all  the  emphasis  on  this  one  on  our  screen¬ 
ing  process.  And  yet,  I  am  confident  that  as 
this  process  has  unfolded,  Boyden  Gray  and 
our  Chief  of  Staff  and  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  Attorney  General’s  staff  have 
gotten  a  wide  array  of  views  from  others. 
It’s  better  if  the  President  doesn’t  do  this 
because  if  I  get  out  there  and  talk  to  some¬ 
body,  then  I  think  it  is  much  more  prone  to 
open  discussion  and  speculation.  And  I 
don’t  think  that’s  helpful  when  you’re 
trying  to  reach  a  decision. 

This  is  the  last  one. 

Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development 

Q.  There  were  some  suggestions  from  a 
published  report — I  suspect  that  you’ve 
seen  it — from  Jack  Kemp  that  there’s  not 
enough  attention  within  his  own  adminis¬ 
tration,  your  administration,  on  domestic 
social  issues.  And  I  was  wondering  if  you 
could  respond  to  that. 

The  President  I  didn’t  read  the  Kemp 
story.  I’ve  talked  to  Jack  plenty,  and  he,  I 
think,  has  referred  to  this  administration 
and  very  generously  to  this  President  as  the 
empowerment  President  and  one  that 
wants  to  see  growth  in  this  economy  and, 
thus,  have  everybody  have  a  better  shot  at 


opportunity.  So,  we’re  not  apart  on  that,  I 
understand  there  was  a  story  in  today’s 
paper.  I  haven’t  read  it,  and  I  probably  will. 
But  I  don’t  think  we’ve  got  any  differences 
with  Jack  Kemp  on  this.  I  salute  him  for 
what  he’s  done.  He  takes  a  good,  strong 
message  out  to  the  communities:  homeown- 
ership,  tenant  management - 

Q.  But  from  the  article,  he  suggested  the 
administration  has  not  been  as  forceful  as 
he  has  been. 

The  President.  Well,  that  may  be  true. 
He’s  a  real  zealot  out  there.  And  he’s  got  all 
the  time  in  the  world  to  do  it.  That’s  what 
his  job  is  about,  pushing  that  envelope,  as 
we  say  in  the  space  age,  forward  to  include 
homeownership.  And  I  think  if  it  hadn’t 
been  for  his  zeal,  we  never  would  have 
gotten  through  the  Congress,  the  House, 
anything  on  homeownership  or  tenant  man¬ 
agement,  and  we  did.  So,  I  give  him  great 
credit.  So,  if  he’s  got  more  zeal  on  this,  I 
don’t  think  he  feels  more  strongly  in  his 
heart  about  it,  but  he  is  a  salesman.  He  is 
out  there  going  to  places  where  a  lot  of 
Republicans  have  never  been.  And  I’ve 
been  at  his  side  a  time  or  two  on  that.  And 
it’s  dam  good,  and  I’m  proud  he  is  a  part  of 
our  administration.  So,  if  you  want  me  to 
say  something  bad  about  Jack  Kemp,  no 
way. 

Last  one,  really. 

Soviet-  U.  S.  Rela  tions 

Q.  Does  a  2-hour  lunch  with  Gorbachev 
make  it  less  urgent  to  go  to  Moscow  by  the 
end  of  July? 

The  President  You  can’t  cover  everything 
in  2  hours.  But  maybe  well  be  able  to 
move  the  START  process  forward.  I  don’t 
know  whether  we  will  at  a  lunch  of  that 
nature.  But  no,  it  doesn’t,  in  my  view,  make 
it  less  urgent.  I  want  to  sit  down  over  a 
period  of  time  with  him  to  really,  in  depth, 
discuss  issues.  It  is  most  important. 

And  a  lot  of  the  talk  would  be  philosophi¬ 
cal  talk,  intentions:  “What  do  you  think  our 
intentions  are  towards  the  Soviet  Union?”  I 
think  there’s  still  some  misunderstanding  in 
the  Soviet  military  about  that,  for  example. 
And  I’m  no  Jack  Kemp  in  terms  of  my 
salesmanship  perhaps,  a  little  inarticulate 
and  sometimes  too  prudent,  but  I  think  I 
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can  convince  Gorbachev  that  their  military 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  us.  So,  let’s  take  a 
look.  Let’s  have  them  do  what  we’re  doing 
in  terms  of  defense  spending.  I  think  we 
can’t  do  it  in  just  a  luncheon.  But  my  re¬ 
spect  for  him  is  such  that  I  find  when  we 
can  sit  down  and  talk  over  a  reasonable 
period  of  time,  you  can  get  into  a  lot  of 
subjects  which  I’m  sure  we  can’t  do  at  a  2- 
hour  lunch. 

Q.  Could  that  summit  still  happen  by  the 
end  of  July? 

The  President  Yes,  yes,  it  could. 

Hey,  listen,  thank  you  all  very  much. 


Note:  The  President’s  86th  news  conference 
began  at  2  p.m.  at  Walker’s  Point  The  fob 
lowing  persons  were  referred  to:  Benjamin 
L .  Hooks,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People;  C.  Boyden  Gray ,  Counsel  to  the 
President;  Prime  Minister  John  Major  of  the 
United  Kingdom;  Robert  M.  Gates,  Assist¬ 
ant  to  the  President  and  Deputy  for  Nation¬ 
al  Security  Affairs;  President  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  of  Iraq;  and  Gen.  Colin  L.  Powell, 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 


Remarks  at  the  Welcoming  Ceremony  for  President  Roh  Tae  Woo 
of  the  Republic  of  Korea 
July  2,  1991 


President  Bush.  Distinguished  guests  and 
members  of  the  Korean  delegation,  and 
Mrs.  Roh,  President  Roh:  It  is  my  great 
honor,  on  behalf  of  the  American  people,  to 
welcome  all  of  you  to  the  White  House. 

Mr.  President,  we  meet  at  a  time  of  tre¬ 
mendous  change,  as  the  long  era  of  cold 
war  and  conflict  draws  to  a  close  and  the 
world  confronts  the  challenge  of  fashioning 
a  new  order  where  freedom  can  flourish. 

The  cold  war  cast  its  shadow  across  Korea 
for  more  than  four  decades.  Mr.  President, 
the  Republic  of  Korea  has  stood  fast  at  the 
frontier  of  freedom,  your  proud  capital, 
Seoul,  a  scant  25  miles  from  the  DMZ,  the 
razor’s  edge  that  cuts  a  nation  in  two.  Yet, 
through  four  decades  of  armed  and  uneasy 
peace,  the  Republic  of  Korea  has  prospered. 
You’re  building  a  thriving  democracy,  a  dy¬ 
namic  economy  that  has  prospered  through 
free  and  more  open  access  to  the  world’s 
economies. 

Korea’s  success  stands  as  a  testament  to 
the  resolve  of  the  Korean  people,  but  much 
credit  belongs  to  you,  sir,  for  the  steady 
leadership  that  guides  your  nation.  Just  4 
years  ago,  you  went  before  the  Korean 
nation  to  proclaim  a  new  commitment  to 
democracy.  In  the  succession  of  elections 
since  then,  the  voice  of  the  Korean  people 
has  spoken  through  their  votes,  and  the 


message  is  clear:  Korea’s  commitment  to 
democracy  is  steadfast  and  strong. 

And  so,  sir,  we  meet  today  to  chart  a 
common  course  that  moves  forward  in  this 
world  of  change. 

Mr.  President,  when  we  met  one  year 
ago,  Korea  was  on  the  eve  of  a  new  open¬ 
ing  in  the  Soviet  Union,  an  opening  that  we 
fully  support.  That  opening  to  the  Soviet 
Union  has  eased  tensions  and  increased  the 
prospects  for  peace  and  stability  not  just  for 
the  Republic  of  Korea  but  across  the  Pacific 
Rim.  Let  me  be  very  clear:  Korea  and  the 
United  States  share  an  interest  in  seeing 
economic  and  political  reform  in  the  Soviet 
Union  move  forward. 

But  lasting  peace  will  come  to  Korea  only 
when  Korea  is  made  whole.  And  here,  too, 
there  is  hope.  Mr.  President,  only  Koreans, 
North  and  South,  can  solve  the  problem  of 
unification.  But  all  Korea,  North  and  South, 
should  know  that  the  United  States  stands 
ready  to  act  in  the  interests  of  lasting 
peace. 

Mr.  President,  our  two  nations  are  linked 
by  ties  of  trade,  by  the  bonds  of  friendship 
and  family,  the  more  than  three-quarter  of 
a  million  Americans  of  Korean  ancestry 
who  call  this  Nation  their  home.  But  here 
in  America,  Korea  will  always  be  far  more 
than  a  distant  land  or  just  a  name  on  a  map. 
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One  week  ago  the  remains  of  U.S.  service¬ 
men  lost  long  ago  in  Korea  came  home  to 
rest,  a  reminder  that  Korea  will  always  be 
the  place  where  America  came  to  free¬ 
dom’s  defense. 

In  the  summer  of  1950,  when  the  forces 
of  the  North  swept  down  on  the  free  Re¬ 
public  of  Korea,  the  United  Nations  swiftly 
condemned  the  invasion  and  formed  the 
UN  Command  to  repel  the  aggressor.  The 
United  States  and  17  other  nations  an¬ 
swered  the  call.  Mr.  President,  the  United 
States  remains  today  fully  committed  to 
protecting  the  peace  and  security  of  Korea, 
even  as  Korea  assumes  a  leading  role  in  its 
own  defense. 

In  1950,  the  fate  of  the  Republic  of  Korea 
was  a  test  of  the  international  ideal,  a  prov¬ 
ing  ground  for  the  proposition  that  aggres¬ 
sion  meets  a  collective  response.  Forty 
years  later,  this  same  spirit  of  international¬ 
ism  shines  forth  in  Korea’s  contributions  to 
Desert  Storm,  in  the  Korean  medical  unit 
that  treated  coalition  casualties  from  the 
battle  of  Kafji. 

Korea’s  commitment  to  internationalism 
has  never  wavered.  This  fall,  at  long  last, 
four  decades  after  the  United  Nations 
fought  to  keep  Korea  free,  the  Republic  of 
Korea  will  take  its  rightful  place  among  the 
family  of  nations  in  the  United  Nations.  Mr. 
President,  America,  your  ally,  shares  your 
pride. 

Once  again,  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  have  this  chance  to  meet  and 
renew  our  friendship.  Welcome  to  the 
White  House,  and  may  God  bless  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Korea. 

President  Roh.  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States:  I  am 
deeply  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  President,  for 
your  invitation  to  visit  this  great  country 
and  for  the  warm  and  cordial  welcome  ex¬ 
tended  to  me  and  my  delegation.  I  am  also 
very  pleased  to  bring  warm  greetings  of 
friendship  from  the  Korean  people  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

The  world  has  changed  enormously  over 
the  past  2  years.  The  Iron  Curtain,  which 
used  to  divide  the  world  into  two  camps, 
has  collapsed,  and  the  cold  war  has  come  to 
an  end.  With  the  sweeping  reforms  in  East¬ 
ern  and  Central  Europe  as  well  as  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  freedom,  human  dignity, 


democratic  pluralism,  and  market  economy 
are  becoming  universal  values. 

Mankind  has  been  living  in  constant  fears 
of  war  due  to  the  East-West  confrontation. 
Today,  however,  we  share  the  belief  that 
we  may  now  successfully  build  a  more 
peaceful  world. 

During  the  recent  Gulf  war,  all  peace- 
loving  nations  of  the  world  rallied  around 
the  United  Nations  flag.  The  coalition  victo¬ 
ry  made  it  clear  once  and  for  all  that  ag¬ 
gression  will  not  stand.  I  pay  my  respects  to 
you,  Mr.  President,  for  your  superb  leader¬ 
ship  and  to  the  American  people  for  having 
inspired  brighter  hopes  for  a  new  era. 

Having  proudly  joined  the  long  march 
toward  freedom  shoulder-to-shoulder  with 
the  American  people,  the  Korean  people 
are  very  pleased  to  offer  congratulations  to 
America  on  its  success.  Because  their  land 
remains  divided  and  because  they  acutely 
remember  the  tragedies  of  war,  the  Korean 
people  are  hoping  that  the  current  of  peace 
and  reconciliation  will  soon  reach  the 
shores  of  Northeast  Asia  and  the  Korean 
Peninsula. 

Mr.  President,  since  we  met  in  June  of 
last  year,  significant  activities  have,  in  fact, 
been  taking  place  in  Northeast  Asia  and  the 
Korean  Peninsula.  The  changing  U.S.-Soviet 
relations,  of  course,  lead  the  list  of  events. 
But  we  have  also  seen  exchanges  between 
China  and  the  Soviet  Union,  and  contacts 
between  the  Soviet  Union  and  Japan,  as 
well  as  between  Japan  and  North  Korea. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Republic  of  Korea 
ended  decades  of  enmity  and  established 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  countries  of  Eastern  and  Central 
Europe.  More  significant,  North  Korea  re¬ 
versed  its  former  position  and  announced  a 
decision  to  apply  for  United  Nations  mem¬ 
bership  along  with  us.  These  encouraging 
activities  have,  of  course,  been  spurred  on 
by  close  cooperation  between  your  country 
and  mine. 

We  must  now  focus  our  attention  to  re¬ 
moving  the  legacies  of  the  cold  war  from 
the  Korean  Peninsula  and  Northeast  Asia  so 
that  a  durable  peace  and  stability  may  be 
secured  for  the  entire  Asia-Pacific  region. 

Our  rapid  economic  development  has 
made  Korea  a  showcase  to  the  former  So- 


813 


July  2  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


cialist  countries  by  demonstrating  the 
merits  of  a  capitalist  economy  and  made  us 
a  model  to  the  less  developed  countries  by 
proving  the  efficiency  of  a  free  market 
economy  and  an  open  society. 

Based  on  these  achievements  and  having 
experienced  enormous  social-political  diffi¬ 
culties,  Korea  has  now  entered  an  era  of 
full-fledged  democracy.  As  the  world  saw 
during  the  1988  Seoul  Olympic  games, 
Korea’s  dynamic  energies  and  cooperative 
spirit  encourage  a  new  faith  in  freedom  and 
hope  for  prosperity  around  the  world. 

The  Korean  people  have  now  become  a 
dependable  friend  and  ally  of  the  American 
people,  and  they  promise  to  assume  appro¬ 
priate  international  responsibilities  and 
make  a  greater  contribution  to  the  interna¬ 
tional  community.  The  United  States  has 
initiated  the  current  change  around  the 
world  and  is  successfully  carrying  out  their 


leadership  role.  And  our  two  countries  will 
march  together  into  the  21st  century  as 
partners  in  trust,  as  we  have  come  thus  far. 

Our  coming  meeting,  Mr.  President,  will 
be  my  fourth  opportunity  to  confer  with 
you.  Through  it,  and  in  my  talks  with  other 
American  leaders,  I  shall  reaffirm  my  faith 
in  a  bright  future  for  our  two  countries. 

I  wish  you,  Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Bush, 
the  best  of  health,  and  with  the  American 
people,  everlasting  peace  and  prosperity. 

Thank  you,  and  God  bless  America. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  10  a.m.  at  the 
South  Portico  of  the  White  House ,  where 
President  Roh  was  accorded  a  formal  wel¬ 
come  with  full  military  honors.  President 
Roh  spoke  in  Korean,  and  his  remarks  were 
translated  by  an  interpreter.  Following  the 
ceremony,  the  two  Presidents  met  in  the 
Oval  Office. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Yugoslavia 
July  2,  1991 


The  President  deeply  regrets  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  violent  conflict  in  Yugoslavia  and 
urges  ail  parties  to  observe  the  cease-fire 
agreement  worked  out  with  representatives 
of  the  European  Community.  He  also  urges 
Yugoslav  authorities  to  accept  an  EC  offer 
of  international  cease-fire  observers.  The 
United  States  is  prepared  to  endorse  such  a 
plan  at  tomorrow’s  emergency  meeting  in 
Prague  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe. 

The  President  has  written  a  letter  to 
President  Mesic  of  Yugoslavia  expressing  his 
grave  concern  over  the  situation  in  the 


country  and  urging  him  to  ensure  that  civil¬ 
ian  control  over  the  military  is  reestablished 
and  peace  restored.  He  also  expressed  the 
hope  that  all  parties  in  Yugoslavia  would 
seek  a  dialog  toward  a  new  and  democratic 
basis  for  Yugoslavia’s  future,  in  which  the 
aspirations  of  all  the  Yugoslav  peoples  can 
be  realized.  The  President  reiterated  U.S. 
support  for  the  European  Community’s  on¬ 
going  efforts  to  help  resolve  the  Yugoslav 
crisis  and  urged  President  Mesic  to  contin¬ 
ue  cooperating  with  the  United  States,  the 
EC,  and  others  in  the  interest  of  a  peaceful 
transition  to  a  new  Yugoslavia. 


Remarks  at  the  State  Dinner  for  President  Roh  Tae  Woo  of  the 
Republic  of  Korea 
July  2,  1991 

President  Bush.  Mr.  President,  I  felt  that  addition  to  meeting  with  me  and  the  Cabi- 
we  achieved  today  a  true  meeting  of  the  net,  your  busy  schedule  took  you  to  sepa- 
minds  on  many  issues.  And  I  understand  in  rate  meetings  with  the  Secretaries  of  State 
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and  Defense,  individually— I  guess  you’ll 
see  Dick  Cheney  tomorrow.  But  best  of  all, 
we  finally  had  time,  after  all  the  planning 
and  talking,  to  get  you  out  on  the  White 
House  tennis  court.  [Laughter]  And  I  know 
there’s  an  awful  lot  of  interest  in  this,  so  I’m 
proud  to  report  that  the  President  and  I 
won  both  matches.  [Laughter] 

Mr.  President,  many  ties  bind  our  nations: 
Our  devotion  to  democratic  ideals;  the  fact 
that  Korea  is  now  our  seventh-largest  trad¬ 
ing  partner;  the  many  Americans  of  Korean 
ancestry,  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  strong,  who  are  making  their  mark  in 
this  country  as  entrepreneurs  and  athletes 
and  in  the  arts  and  in  our  universities, 
indeed,  in  every  walk  of  life.  They  make  a 
marvelous  contribution  to  America. 

And  today,  Mr.  President,  our  two  coun¬ 
tries,  mine  and  yours,  are  partners  in  a 
common  challenge.  As  free  nations  it  falls  to 
us  to  maintain  peace,  liberty,  and  prosperity 
for  our  peoples  and  for  men  and  women 
everywhere. 

And  so,  once  again  we  welcome  you,  sir. 
And  tonight  Fd  like  to  offer  this  toast  to  the 
Republic  of  Korea,  staunch  ally  in  war, 
steadfast  partner  in  peace,  and  a  valued 
member  of  the  community  of  free  nations. 
So,  let  us  raise  our  glasses  to  President  and 
Mrs.  Roh,  to  the  proud  Republic  of  Korea, 
and  to  the  lasting  friendship  between  the 
people  of  Korea  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

President  Roh,  Mr.  President,  this  after¬ 
noon  I  received  the  most  precious  gift  of 
my  life,  which  I  shall  treasure.  I’m  of  course 
referring  to  the  very  rare  original  edition  of 
the  famous  Lincoln-D ouglas  debates  which 
you  have  so  kindly  secured  for  me.  Fm  all 
the  more  moved  to  discover  the  Lincoln 
portrait  here  at  the  State  Dining  Room. 

Referring  to  common  man,  President  Lin¬ 
coln  said  that  common  men  are  the  best 
kind,  and  that  is  why  God  created  so  many 
common  men.  To  open  a  great  era  of 
common  people  was  a  slogan  of  my  Presi¬ 
dential  campaign,  and  it  is  still  the  motto  of 
my  government.  When  I  decided  the 
common  people  as  my  campaign  theme,  I 
of  course  did  not  have  the  foggiest  idea  that 
President  Lincoln  had  already  expounded 
on  the  subject.  [Laughter]  It  was  much  later 
that  I  was  told  of  this  historical  antecedent. 


You  see,  I  now  realize  that  I  may  have  vio¬ 
lated,  however  unwittingly,  President  Lin¬ 
coln’s  intellectual  property  rights.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  Please  believe  me,  it  was  not  a  case  of 
willful  violation  on  my  part.  [Laughter] 

Your  Excellency,  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush;  distinguished  guests;  ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen:  I  would  like  to  extend  my  deep 
appreciation  to  you,  Mr.  President,  for  the 
kind  invitation  to  visit  your  great  country 
and  for  the  warm  welcome  and  generous 
hospitality  accorded  me  and  my  delegation. 

Through  our  meetings  this  morning,  Mr. 
President,  I  can  reaffirm  that  we  are  indeed 
living  in  a  great  era  of  change.  In  the  span 
of  only  2  to  3  years,  the  world  has  under¬ 
gone  revolutionary  changes.  In  your  Inau¬ 
gural  Address,  Mr.  President,  you  said,  “a 
new  breeze  is  blowing,  and  the  world  re¬ 
freshed  by  freedom  seems  reborn.”  The 
world  is  indeed  being  reborn. 

The  Fourth  of  July  this  year  will  truly  be 
a  unique  day  in  American  history.  For  the 
first  time  in  215  years,  the  American  people 
will  be  able  to  celebrate  a  worldwide  real¬ 
ization  of  the  founding  ideals  of  the  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Independence:  namely  that  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  are  in¬ 
alienable  rights  bestowed  upon  all  man.  On 
this  occasion  the  entire  Korean  people  who 
have  been  pursuing  these  common  ideals 
join  me  in  extending  heartfelt  congratula¬ 
tions  to  the  American  people. 

The  Gulf  war  victory  has  established  that 
the  international  community  will  no  longer 
tolerate  wanton  aggression  and  that  the 
rule  of  law  shall  prevail  in  the  international 
community.  We  are  at  an  historical  juncture 
toward  establishing  a  new  world  order  of 
freedom,  justice,  and  peace.  I  salute  you, 
Mr.  President,  for  your  courageous  decisions 
and  firm  leadership  and  to  the  American 
people  for  their  unflagging  support  for  the 
cause  of  freedom. 

Mr.  President,  it  will  be  perhaps  impossi¬ 
ble  today  to  separate  American  and  Korean 
values  and  ideas  in  various  aspects  of 
Korean  life,  including  the  political,  econom¬ 
ic,  educational,  scientific,  and  cultural.  In 
the  course  of  developing  such  a  strong  bond 
between  our  two  countries  across  the  Pacif¬ 
ic,  many  of  your  people  rendered  invalu¬ 
able  services  and  noble  sacrifices.  The 


815 


July  2  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


Korean  people  shall  never  forget  the  enor¬ 
mous  contributions  made  on  our  behalf. 

Even  at  this  very  moment,  more  than 
40,000  American  service  men  and  women 
are  on  the  other  side  of  the  Pacific  on  a 
vigil  for  peace  on  the  Korean  peninsula. 
You  deserve  to  be  proud  that  the  Republic 
of  Korea,  which  received  so  much  encour¬ 
agement  and  support  from  the  United 
States,  is  now  moving  ahead  toward  a  land 
of  freedom  and  prosperity. 

Today,  Korea  has  entered  an  era  of  liber¬ 
al  democracy.  Despite  transitional  difficul¬ 
ties,  democracy  in  Korea  is  on  course  and  is 
moving  inexorably  forward.  Commensurate 
with  its  political,  economic  development, 
Korea  is  determined  to  assume  appropriate 
roles  and  responsibilities  in  the  internation¬ 
al  community.  I  believe  that  Korea  and  the 
United  States  should  closely  cooperate  and 


encourage  changes  that  will  remove  ten¬ 
sion,  instability,  and  the  barrier  which  di¬ 
vides  the  Korea  peninsula. 

Mr.  President,  as  valued  partners,  Korea 
and  the  United  States  together  shall  usher 
in  a  free,  new,  peaceful,  and  prosperous  Pa¬ 
cific  era  in  the  21st  century.  Our  meeting 
today  heralds  this  commitment  to  the  Pacif¬ 
ic  and  to  the  world. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  please  join  me  in 
a  toast  to  the  health  of  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush,  to  the  ever-enduring  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  to  the  lasting 
friendship  between  Korea  and  the  United 
States.  Thank  you. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  8:07  p.m.  in 
the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
President  Roh  spoke  in  Korean,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 


Remarks  at  the  Presentation  Ceremony  for  the  Presidential  Medals 
of  Freedom  and  Presidential  Citizen’s  Medals 
July  3,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very  much.  Welcome,  all  of 
you,  to  the  White  House.  And  particular 
greetings  to  those  who  have  come  from 
State,  Defense,  the  intelligence  community, 
the  NSC,  and  other  Agencies  in  this  big 
Government.  And  a  special  welcome  to  the 
Cabinet  members  who  are  here  and  to  our 
diplomats  who  are  honoring  us  with  their 
presence  and  to  those  outside  of  Govern¬ 
ment  who  played  such  a  crucial  role  in 
building  public  support  for  Operations 
Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm. 

Tomorrow,  all  across  this  country,  Ameri¬ 
cans  will  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  Nation, 
a  day  of  fireworks  and  family  and  parades. 
And  I  know  many  of  us  are  going  to  partici¬ 
pate.  Fm  looking  forward  to  a  smalltown 
parade  and  then  another  one  in  Michigan 
in  the  afternoon.  And  it  will  be  a  great 
Fourth  of  July.  But  I  think  this  year  these 
festivities  take  on  a  very  special  significance 
as  we  properly  celebrate  the  safe  return  of 
our  sons  and  daughters  from  the  Gulf  and 
we  honor  those  who  have  fallen  in  the 
cause  of  freedom. 


We  date  our  independence  from  the  Dec¬ 
laration  of  July  4,  1776.  But  the  truth  is  that 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  the  full  meaning  of 
America’s  triumph  remained  in  question 
well  after  our  revolution  was  won.  And  it 
wasn’t  until  the  War  of  1812  and  the  deci¬ 
sive  defeat — with  all  respect,  Ambassador 
Acland — [laughter] — of  the  British  forces — if 
I’d  known  you  were  going  to  be  here,  I’d 
have  changed  this — [laughter] — at  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans.  This  is  historical 
fact — [laughter] — that  America  truly  seized 
the  world’s  attention  and  Americans  truly 
believed  that  they  had  arrived  as  a  nation. 
That  victory  helped  to  shape  our  new 
Nation  and  move  our  country  toward  a  des¬ 
tiny  that  few  dreamed  possible. 

Like  that  early  battle,  Desert  Storm 
marks  another  turning  point  in  America’s 
destiny.  The  young  men  and  women  we’ve 
welcomed  home  from  the  Gulf  return  to  a 
Nation  far  different  than  the  one  they  left. 
They  come  home  to  a  country  that  is  confi¬ 
dent  and  proud,  an  America  that  is  sure  of 
itself  and  strong,  an  America  other  nations 
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look  to  for  leadership.  That’s  been  true  in 
the  past,  but  I  think  there  is  a  newfound 
credibility  around  the  world.  And  Desert 
Storm  proved  once  more  that  America’s 
strength  of  character  begins  in  the  heart  of 
every  individual. 

And  it’s  always  risky  to  single  out  a  few 
for  special  honors,  especially  in  this  case, 
where  so  many  inside  the  Government  and 
out  of  Government  played  such  vital  roles 
in  Desert  Storm.  Today,  here  in  the  White 
House,  we  honor  10  Americans,  10  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  heroes  who  an¬ 
swered  the  call,  who  honored  the  American 
ideal  in  ways  that  warrant  special  recogni¬ 
tion. 

Normally,  the  honors  conferred  today  are 
given  for  a  lifetime  of  service  or  near  the 
end  of  a  long  career  marked  by  distinction. 
But  in  Desert  Storm  we  have,  you  see,  a 
watershed  event  so  unique,  so  singular 
given  the  history  of  the  past  half-century, 
that  it  is  fitting,  particularly  before  our  day 
of  independence,  that  we  recognize  now 
the  exceptional  service  which  was  rendered 
by  a  special  few.  The  events  of  August  2d, 
Iraq’s  brutal  invasion  of  tiny  Kuwait,  thrust 
today’s  honorees  into  the  midst  of  history. 
Some  were  center  stage,  some  behind  the 
scenes. 

And  today  we  begin  by  honoring  six 
whose  work  took  place  out  of  the  spotlight, 
in  the  offices  across  from  the  White  House, 
in  the  EOB,  in  the  State  Department, 
across  the  Potomac  at  the  Pentagon  and  the 
CIA:  Robert  Gates,  the  Deputy  National  Se¬ 
curity  Adviser;  Bob  Kimmitt,  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State;  the  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs,  Admiral  Dave  Jeremiah; 
Paul  Wolfowitz,  the  Under  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense;  the  Deputy  Director  of  CIA,  Dick 
Kerr;  and  Richard  Haass,  the  NSC  Director 
for  Near  East  Affairs. 

In  the  weeks  and  the  months  after 
August  2d  of  last  year,  these  six  men 
became  known  simply  as  the  “small  group.’’ 
This  was  not  an  attestation  to  their  intel¬ 
lect — [laughter] — but  rather  to  the  way  in 
which  they  came  together.  And  now  you 
know  that  any  committee  in  this  city  limit¬ 
ed  to  six  people  alone  is  indeed  small.  It 
was  miraculous.  But  despite  the  modest 
name,  the  contribution  made  by  the  “small 
group’’  to  our  success  in  the  Gulf  was  really 


nothing  short  of  monumental.  That  small 
group  met  several  times  a  week,  and  at  the 
peak  of  the  crisis,  several  times  a  day.  And 
they  made  sacrifices;  they  spent  long  hours 
away  from  family  and  friends.  And  literally 
they  worked  late  into  the  night,  missed 
weekends  at  home  and  holidays  and,  in  one 
case,  a  honeymoon,  which  I  understand  has 
been  corrected  now,  Richard.  [Laughter] 
But  really  I  think  the  bottom  line  is,  what 
they  did  made  a  difference. 

In  addition  to  these  six  men,  we  also 
honor  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  Larry 
Eagleburger,  and  the  Deputy  Secretary  of 
Defense,  Don  Atwood,  because  throughout 
the  conflict  they  both  worked  tirelessly: 
Don  Atwood,  to  focus  the  formidable  mili¬ 
tary  and  economic  resources  of  the  coalition 
on  a  single  goal.  And  among  the  many  vivid 
images  of  the  war,  we  will  remember  Larry 
Eagleburger  on  his  mission  to  Israel,  cane  in 
hand,  amid  the  torn  and  twisted  ruins  on 
streets  shattered  by  a  Scud  attack. 

To  Larry  and  Don,  and  to  Bob  Gates  and 
Bob  Kimmitt,  to  Paul  and  Dick  and  Dave 
and  Richard:  Our  heartfelt  thanks.  Your 
Nation  honors  you.  In  recognition  of  your 
critical  contributions  to  the  success  of 
Desert  Storm,  I  take  pride  in  presenting  to 
each  of  you  the  Presidential  Citizen’s 
Medal. 

[At  this  point,  the  medals  were  presented.] 

The  next  two  men  that  we  honor  today 
need  little  in  the  way  of  introduction.  They 
would  be  the  first  to  tell  us  that  we  owe  our 
success  in  Desert  Storm  to  the  real  heroes, 
the  brave  men  and  women  who  served  so 
proudly  in  the  Gulf,  who,  half  a  world  away, 
upheld  the  American  ideal.  Well,  I’ve  met 
with  many  of  our  sons  and  daughters  who 
fought  in  the  Gulf,  and  they  are  the  heroes 
of  Desert  Storm.  No  question  about  that, 
they  are  the  ones.  But  let  me  tell  you  what 
I  know,  something  that  speaks  volumes 
about  the  stature  of  the  two  men  we  now 
honor.  These  are  the  men  that  our  heroes 
look  up  to:  General  Norman  Schwarzkopf 
and  General  Colin  Powell. 

General  Schwarzkopf  and  Chairman 
Powell,  your  commitment  and  good  coun¬ 
sel,  your  deep  compassion  for  every  one  of 
the  thousands  of  men  and  women  under 
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your  command  will  always  be  remembered. 
Your  objective  was  clear.  It  was  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  Kuwait.  But  our  victory  secured 
more  than  even  the  precious  freedom  of 
that  small  country.  Desert  Storm  marked 
the  end  of  an  era  of  self-doubt  and  linger¬ 
ing  uncertainty  about  America’s  staying 
power  and  sense  of  purpose. 

Under  your  leadership,  America  sent  its 
sons  and  daughters  to  confront  an  enemy 
abroad,  and  in  the  process,  you  transformed 
a  Nation  here  at  home.  Desert  Storm  dis¬ 
pelled  all  doubt:  America  is  and  America 
always  will  be  a  force  for  good  in  the  world. 

As  President,  and  in  this  instance  as  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  on  behalf  of  a  grateful 
Nation  I  now  present  to  General  Schwarz¬ 
kopf  and  to  General  Powell  the  highest  civil 
honor  that  this  country  can  bestow,  the 
Medal  of  Freedom. 

[At  this  point,  the  medals  were  presented .] 

Well,  as  I  think  history  will  show  that  we 
had  a  great  team  here,  at  the  Pentagon,  out 
at  Langley,  and  in  many  other  Departments 
of  this  Government.  It  was  a  team  effort, 
and  I  will  always  be  very  grateful  to  those 
who  were  at  my  side  here  in  the  White 
House,  particularly  the  Vice  President  and 
the  Chief  of  Staff;  to  the  Director  of  Central 
Intelligence,  Bill  Webster. 

Having  said  that,  in  my  view,  this  cere¬ 
mony  would  not  be  complete  without  hon¬ 
oring  three  more  American  leaders,  excep¬ 
tional  public  servants  who  each  contributed 
singularly  to  our  success  in  the  Gulf:  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  Jim  Baker,  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  Dick  Cheney,  and  National  Security 
Adviser  Brent  Scowcroft.  Few  Presidents 
have  been  better  served  at  a  crucial  point 
in  American  history  than  I  have  by  these 
three  and  by  the  men  and  women  who 
work  for  them  at  State  and  Defense  and  at 
NSC. 

Secretary  Baker  pursued  every  avenue  to 
a  diplomatic  solution  to  this  crisis,  traveling 
tens  of  thousands  of  miles  to  seek  any  way 
possible  to  achieve  Iraq’s  unconditional 
withdrawal  from  Kuwait.  I  think  history,  as 
we  look  back,  will  say  that  nowhere  were 
his  achievements  more  marked  than  at  the 
United  Nations.  The  U.N.  Security  Council 
adopted  12  resolutions  dealing  with  the 
Gulf  crisis  including  an  historic,  perhaps  un¬ 


precedented  resolution  authorizing  the  use 
of  force  to  expel  Iraq  from  Kuwait. 

Jim  worked  with  our  European  allies,  the 
Congress,  our  friends  in  the  Middle  East, 
the  Soviets,  and  countries  around  the  world 
to  achieve  our  goals.  And  he  stood  up  for 
American  principles,  and  in  the  process  he 
earned  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

As  to  Dick  Cheney,  Secretary  Cheney  not 
only  oversaw  one  of  the  largest  deploy¬ 
ments  of  forces  in  American  history  but  also 
worked  hard  &t  the  beginning  of  the  crisis 
to  ensure  that  America  would  respond  deci¬ 
sively  to  aggression.  His  effective  testimony 
before  the  United  States  Congress  helped 
all  our  fellow  countrymen  understand  what 
was  at  stake  in  the  Gulf.  Working  swiftly, 
yet  skillfully,  when  time  was  truly  of  the 
essence,  he  traveled  to  Saudi  Arabia  and 
arranged  for  the  first  deployment  of  U.S. 
and  coalition  troops  to  that  nation.  And 
when  war  came  America  was  ready,  and 
Secretary  Cheney’s  leadership  contributed 
enormously  to  the  victory. 

And  lastly,  but  not  leastly,  Brent  Scow¬ 
croft.  As  National  Security  Adviser,  he  was 
at  my  side,  poor  guy — [laughter] — through¬ 
out  the  crisis,  quite  literally  from  the  early 
morning  hours  on  August  2d  until  victory. 
He  performed  superbly  every  step  of  the 
way,  coordinating  the  various  national  secu¬ 
rity  agencies  as  they  prepared  recommen¬ 
dations  for  the  National  Security  Council 
and  for  me  and  working  with  our  coalition 
partners.  Put  simply,  he  ensured  that  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  unfettered  advice  of  our  key  na¬ 
tional  security  members.  He  offered  his 
own  consistently  sage  counsel  and  practical 
advice  on  all  aspects  of  the  crisis.  A  true 
patriot,  General  Scowcroft  is,  in  a  very  real 
sense,  one  of  the  unsung  heroes  of  the  Gulf 
war. 

And  now  it  is  my  great  pleasure,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  and  particularly 
on  behalf  of  all  those  who  served  in  Oper¬ 
ation  Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm,  to 
conclude  this  ceremony  by  presenting  the 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  to  Jim 
Baker,  Dick  Cheney,  and  Brent  Scowcroft. 

[At  this  point,  the  medals  were  presented.] 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  may  I  ask  the 
Ambassadors  from  the  various  countries 
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represented  here  today  to  stand  up.  We’ve 
honored  Americans  today,  but  this  was  truly 
a  coalition  effort,  and  we’re  very  pleased  to 
see  you  all  here.  Would  you  please  stand? 

Thank  you  all.  That  concludes  the  cere¬ 
mony.  And  may  everybody  have  a  wonder¬ 
ful  Fourth  of  July.  Thank  you  all  for 
coming. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10  a.m.  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  re- 
marks,  he  referred  to  Antony  Acland,  Brit’ 
ish  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  and 
Gen.  Norman  Schwarzkopf  commander  of 
the  US.  forces  in  the  Persian  Gulf 


Remarks  at  the  Dedication  Ceremony  of  the  Mount  Rushmore 
National  Memorial  in  South  Dakota 
July  3,  1991 


Thank  you,  and  thank  all  of  you  for  that 
magnificent  music.  And  that  includes  the 
Air  Force.  Thank  you. 

What  a  personal  privilege  and  honor  to 
be  introduced  by  America’s  beloved  Jimmy 
Stewart.  May  I  salute  our  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Manuel  Lujan;  our  Senators,  Larry 
Pressler,  Tom  Daschle;  Congressman  John¬ 
son,  with  us  today;  South  Dakota’s  Gover¬ 
nor,  Governor  Mickelson;  Lieutenant  Gov¬ 
ernor,  Mr.  Miller;  former  Governor  Jank- 
low.  And  former  Senators  Abdnor  and 
McGovern  are  with  us  here  today  also.  This 
is  a  fitting  occasion,  and  I’m  proud  to  be  a 
part  of  it.  May  I  also  salute  those  who  make 
it  happen  all  the  time,  our  Director  of  the 
National  Park  Service,  James  Ridenour.  My 
special  greetings,  of  course,  to  this  all-star- 
studded  cast:  Tom  Brokaw,  Mary  Hart, 
Barry  Bostwick,  Billy  Dee  Williams,  Johan¬ 
na  Meier,  Barbara  Eden;  our  favorite. 
White  Eagle,  who  sang  at  the  Inauguration; 
Rosemary  Clooney;  and  everybody  else  that 
participated  in  making  this  a  very  special 
day  in  the  life  of  our  country.  You  talk 
about  a  Hollywood  Hall  of  Fame.  This  is 
unbelievable. 

And  to  all  of  you,  thank  you  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  helping  dedicate  a  memorial  that 
once  moved  a  visitor  to  say,  “A  visit  to 
Mount  Rushmore  is  a  moment  of  commun¬ 
ion  with  the  very  soul  of  America.” 

Fifty  years  ago,  brave  Americans  com¬ 
pleted  this  monument  to  four  great  nation- 
builders.  It  took  14  years,  enormous  sacri¬ 
fice,  and  a  daring  worthy  of  our  Nation.  You 
heard  about  one  man  here  who  remembers; 


Tom  mentioned  him.  From  1935  through 
’41,  Hap  Anderson,  who  I  believe  is  with  us 
today — Hap,  you  out  there  somewhere? 
Well,  I  don’t  see  him.  There  he  is,  right 
there.  I  want  to  tell  you  a  little  more  about 
the  man.  He  worked  as  a  driller  at  Mount 
Rushmore.  Says  Hap,  to  quote  him:  “Hard 
work?  If  you  can  imagine  putting  a  35- 
pound  jackhammer  against  your  belly  and 
letting  her  go,  I  guess  it  was  hard  work.” 
And  here’s  the  interesting  part,  little  ana¬ 
tomical.  “But  my  belly  was  so  hard  in  those 
days  my  wife  could  dance  on  my  stomach 
with  high-heeled  shoes.”  I  can  picture  it. 
[Laughter]  Seeing  Mary  Hart  up  here,  I 
prefer  cheek  to  cheek — [laughter]-— but 
nevertheless,  the  Andersons  can  do  it  their 
way.  [Laughter] 

But  seriously,  when  Hap  and  his  cowork¬ 
ers,  several  others  of  whom  we’ve  met  here 
today,  dusted  themselves  off  after  the  last 
day’s  work,  they  had  produced  a  living 
monument.  When  the  great  producer-direc¬ 
tor  Cecil  B.  De  Mille  described  it,  here’s 
what  he  said:  “Not  only  do  you  look  at  those 
four  faces,  they  look  at  you  as  well.” 

Today  we  salute  Hap  and  all  the  others 
here  today  and  all  the  rest  who  built  Mount 
Rushmore.  We  salute,  too,  the  four  men 
whose  faces  appear  on  the  monument. 
They  knew  that  America  is  always  a  begin¬ 
ning,  never  a  consummation. 

Washington,  Jefferson,  Lincoln,  and  Roo¬ 
sevelt  all  surmounted  old  barriers  and 
opened  up  new  frontiers.  They  broadened 
our  Nation  and  they  strengthened  its  foun¬ 
dations.  They  chiseled  into  our  national  soul 
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a  yearning  for  freedom,  democracy,  equali¬ 
ty,  and  justice,  a  conviction  that  all  people 
have  the  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  happiness. 

You  heard  from  our  four  stars  a  little  his¬ 
tory  of  each,  but  let  me,  at  the  risk  of  being 
repetitive,  say  just  a  little  more.  During  our 
Revolution,  Ben  Franklin,  as  an  American 
Minister  to  France,  attended  a  diplomatic 
dinner  in  Paris.  First,  a  French  official  rose, 
toasting  Louis  XVI,  comparing  him  to  the 
moon.  The  British  Ambassador  then  toasted 
his  monarch,  George  III,  likening  him  to 
the  sun.  Finally,  the  aging  Franklin  stood  to 
speak.  “I  cannot  give  you  the  sun  nor  the 
moon,  but  I  give  you  George  Washington 
who,  like  Joshua  of  old,  commanded  both 
the  sun  and  the  moon  to  stand  still,  and 
both  obeyed.”  [Laughter] 

Washington  sought  not  the  security  of 
power  but  the  power  to  secure  America’s 
independence,  to  build  a  nation  devoted  to 
freedom  and  human  dignity.  I  think  more 
than  any  other  President,  he  shaped  the 
contours  of  the  Presidency.  He  established  a 
model  and  set  precedence  that  has  served 
us  well,  and  no  wonder  he  is  remembered 
as  the  Father  of  our  Country. 

Washington’s  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
author  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence 
helped  the  young  Nation  grow  in  different 
ways.  Thomas  Jefferson  championed  the 
majesty  of  individual  determination  and 
imagination. 

While  Jefferson  had  some  troubles  with 
Congress,  he  accomplished  extraordinary 
things.  Among  these,  as  we  heard,  he  nego¬ 
tiated  the  Louisiana  Purchase.  The  Pur¬ 
chase  expanded  our  boundaries  forever  and 
opened  to  millions  new  horizons,  opportuni¬ 
ties,  and  dreams.  His  love  of  democracy  was 
matched  only  by  his  faith  in  human  nature. 
He  believed  that  the  God  who  gave  us  life 
gave  us  liberty  at  the  same  time  and  that 
man  would  use  that  liberty  to  ennoble  life. 

The  man  to  the  far  right  of  Jefferson  in 
the  sculpture  also  extended  a  technological 
frontier  by  challenging  the  Nation  to  com¬ 
plete  the  first  transcontinental  railroad.  But 
Abraham  Lincoln’s  greatest  challenge  was 
to  preserve  our  Republic,  preserve  it 
through  its  bloodiest  war.  In  so  doing,  he 
sharpened  our  passion  for  liberty,  equality, 
and  dignity.  Once  Abraham  Lincoln  said, 


“The  dogmas  of  the  quiet  past  are  inad¬ 
equate  to  the  stormy  present.”  And  yet 
armed  with  changeless  moral  laws,  he 
paved  the  path  for  the  future.  He  abolished 
slavery  and  preserved  the  Union.  And  he 
showed  that  the  “better  angels  of  our 
nature”  can  banish  the  darkness  that  threat¬ 
ens  us  all. 

While  the  Lincoln  of  history  often  seems 
solitary  or  sad,  the  real  Lincoln  never  lost 
his  appetite  for  a  good  story,  a  tall  tale,  or  a 
poignant  quip.  Once  a  friend  encountered 
him  and  two  of  his  kids,  his  sons,  on  the 
street.  The  boys  were  sobbing  uncontrolla¬ 
bly.  “Mr.  Lincoln,  what’s  the  matter  with 
the  boys?”  the  friend  asked.  Lincoln  sighed, 
“Just  what’s  the  matter  with  the  whole 
world.  I’ve  got  three  walnuts,  and  each  kid 
wants  two.”  [Laughter] 

Abraham  Lincoln  understood  the  Ameri¬ 
can  character.  He  could  speak  in  tones  as 
familiar  as  a  heartbeat  or  in  cadences  capa¬ 
ble  of  summoning  forth  laughter,  tears,  and 
awe.  Without  Lincoln,  I  don’t  believe  we 
would  be  a  whole  nation  today.  He  kept  us, 
you  see,  the  United  States. 

The  final  man  on  this  monument  also  left 
a  wonderful  bequest.  He  won  renown  as  a 
warrior,  but  again,  as  we  heard,  he  also  won 
the  Nobel  Prize  for  Peace.  He  helped  cut 
the  Panama  Canal  out  of  the  wilderness, 
but  also  fought  to  preserve  our  national 
beauty. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  fell  in  love  with  the 
Mount  Rushmore  area.  Visiting  the  Dakota 
Badlands  in  ’83,  1883,  he  grew  infatuated 
with  the  cattle  business,  acquired  two 
ranches,  and  became  a  gentleman  cowhand. 
TR  brought  to  the  outdoors  the  same  exu¬ 
berance  that  he  brought  to  life,  calling  our 
lands  and  wildlife  “the  property  of  unborn 
generations.”  He  managed  to  preserve  our 
magnificent  environment  while  transform¬ 
ing  America  from  a  continental  force  into  a 
truly  global  power. 

Each  of  these  four  Presidents  enriched 
this  country.  Each  made  full  use  of  his  Pres¬ 
idential  powers  without  forgetting  that  he 
owed  his  power  and  legitimacy  to  the 
people.  The  heroes  behind  me  were  fight¬ 
ers  as  Americans  have  always  been,  fighters 
for  independence,  for  freedom,  for  democ¬ 
racy,  for  equality,  for  the  values  and  the 
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lands  we  revere. 

Today,  we  must  build  on  their  begin¬ 
nings.  We  must  continue  to  preserve  our 
greatness  while  pushing  back  the  limits  of 
our  imagination.  We  must  teach  our  chil¬ 
dren  that  responsibility  comes  with  free¬ 
dom.  We  must  remind  them  of  the  endless 
possibilities  of  the  American  dream.  Our 
new  Supreme  Court  nominee,  Judge  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas,  has  said  it  best:  “As  a  child,  I 
could  not  dare  to  dream  that  I  would  ever 
see  the  Supreme  Court,  not  to  mention  be 
nominated  to  it.  Only  in  America  could  this 
be  possible.” 

Our  challenges  are  enormous.  But  re¬ 
member,  this  is  America,  and  here,  great 
things  are  possible.  Look  at  the  vast  sculp¬ 
ture  before  us,  and  you  see  carved  in  stone 
a  symbol  that  evokes  the  American  charac¬ 
ter,  soaring  and  unafraid.  Now,  on  this  50th 
anniversary  of  the  monument,  a  group  of 
dedicated  volunteers,  the  Mount  Rushmore 
Society,  is  mounting  a  nationwide  campaign 
to  preserve  this  treasure. 

This,  too,  fits  into  a  distinguished  tradi¬ 
tion.  In  June  of  1826,  an  ailing  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson  politely  declined  an  invitation  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  Fourth  of  July  in  Washington. 
Instead,  he  encouraged  his  would-be  hosts 
to  hold  dear  the  rights  that  Americans 
alone  recognized  and  cherished.  And  he 


wrote  this:  “Let  the  annual  return  of  this 
day  forever  refresh  our  recollections  of 
these  rights,  and  an  undiminished  devotion 
to  them.”  Fittingly,  this  was  Jefferson's  last 
letter.  Ten  days  later,  on  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  our  independence,  he  died. 

On  the  eve  of  this  Fourth  of  July — and 
the  50th  anniversary  of  this  monument — let 
us  express  our  undiminished  devotion  to  the 
ideals  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Lincoln, 
and  Roosevelt,  ideals  as  towering  and  solid 
as  the  monument  that  honors  them. 

Thank  you  for  this  occasion.  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America.  And  now  I  am 
proud  to  dedicate  Mount  Rushmore  Nation¬ 
al  Memorial. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:55  p.m.  at 
the  memorial  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to 
NBC  News  anchorman  Tom  Brokaw  and 
entertainer  Mary  Hart,  who  spoke;  actors 
James  Stewart,  Barry  Bostwick,  Billy  Dee 
Williams  and  Barbara  Eden,  who  gave  trib¬ 
utes  to  the  memorial;  singer  Johanna  Meier, 
who  sang  the  national  anthem;  Sioux 
Indian  White  Eagle,  who  sang  “So  Many 
Voices”;  and  entertainer  Rosemary  Clooney, 
who  sang  “America  the  Beautiful  ”  Follow¬ 
ing  the  event,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
took  a  nature  hike,  fished,  and  attended  a 
picnic , 


Statement  on  the  Environmental 
Antarctic  Treaty 
July  3,  1991 

Today,  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  the 
United  States  will  sign  an  environmental 
protection  protocol  to  the  Antarctic  treaty. 
The  protection  of  the  Antarctic  environ¬ 
ment  is  an  important  international  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  I  believe  the  environmental  pro¬ 
tection  measures  included  in  this  protocol 
will  ensure  the  protection  of  this  natural 
resource  for  generations. 

The  new  environmental  measures  will 
protect  native  species  of  Antarctic  flora  and 
fauna  and  will  place  needed  limits  on  tour- 


Protection  Protocol  to  the 


ism,  waste  disposal,  and  marine  pollution.  I 
strongly  support  these  measures  which  are 
based  on  a  U.S.  initiative. 

I  also  support  the  restrictions  on  mineral 
activity  in  the  Antarctic,  as  provided  for  in 
this  protocol.  The  alternative  to  our  propos¬ 
al  offered  in  Madrid  for  lifting  or  amending 
the  ban  addresses  our  concerns  and  pro¬ 
vides  effective  protection  for  Antarctica 
without  foreclosing  the  options  of  future 
generations. 
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Radio  Address  to  the  Nation  on  the  Observance  of  Independence 
Day 

July  4, 1991 


This  is  an  extraordinary  Independence 
Day,  for  with  recent  events  still  so  sharply 
etched  in  our  minds,  we’ve  rarely  been 
more  keenly  aware  of  the  utter  supremacy 
and  the  frailty  of  independence. 

Our  view  of  freedom  has  changed  since 
we  last  celebrated  Independence  Day.  For 
America,  the  finest,  most  loving  nation  on 
Earth,  has  been  at  war.  Her  sons  and 
daughters  stood  watch  on  the  parched 
desert  and  seas  of  the  Gulf,  bearing  witness 
by  their  presence  to  the  vision  that  com¬ 
pelled  us.  They  added  further  luster  to  that 
vision  by  helping  the  victims  of  Saddam 
Hussein’s  aggression. 

Throughout  the  long  ordeal,  America’s 
people  stood  watch  at  home,  our  yellow¬ 
ribboned  spirit  telling  that  we  believed  in 
liberty,  believed  in  ourselves.  It  was  a  scene 
our  country  has  known  before  because  for 
215  years  America  has  been  pledged  to 
defend  for  all  people  our  forefathers’  creed 
that  each  person  has  the  right  to  life,  to 


liberty,  and  to  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

This  Fourth  of  July  is  a  day  of  celebration, 
a  red-white-and-blue  day  of  barbecues  and 
fireworks,  of  family  reunions  and  loving 
tributes  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  Gulf, 
of  Vietnam,  of  all  our  national  efforts  to 
promote  freedom  and  independence.  But 
July  4,  1991,  must  also  be  something  more: 
For  all  Americans,  it  must  be  a  day  of  re¬ 
flection  and  rededication. 

Together  we  ask  God  to  bless  us.  We  ask 
God  to  guide  us.  And  we  pray  that  in  the 
example  of  those  who  stood  strong  so  that 
others  may  live  in  freedom  and  peace,  that 
this  Nation  will  renew  the  spirit  of  brother¬ 
hood  and  commitment  that  forms  our  na¬ 
tional  soul. 

Note:  This  address  was  recorded  at  11:05 
a.m.  on  May  20  in  Room  459  of  the  Old 
Executive  Office  Building.  It  was  released 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  July 
4.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verification 
of  the  content  of  this  address. 


Remarks  at  an  Independence  Day  Celebration  in  Marshfield, 

Missouri 

July  4, 1991 


Thank  you  all  for  that  great  welcome. 
What  a  pleasure  to  be  here.  Thank  you  all. 
May  I  say  at  the  opening,  Governor,  one, 
thanks  for  that — please  be  seated  here — not 
you  guys— [laughter] — but  may  I  say  at  the 
beginning  of  these  remarks  that  Barbara 
and  I  are  the  ones  that  feel  honored.  We’re 
the  ones  that  feel  welcome.  We’re  the  ones 
that  feel  touched  on  this  very  special  day. 
And  you  can  sense  here  the  heartbeat  not 
just  of  Missouri  but  the  heartbeat  of  the 
entire  United  States  of  America.  So,  thank 
you  for  what  you’re  doing  on  this  Independ¬ 
ence  Day. 

It  is  great  to  be  with  your  Governor  and 
his  wife,  Janet.  Of  course,  to  our  great  Sena¬ 


tors,  Senator  Danforth,  a  man  of  commit¬ 
ment,  freedom,  and  equality;  Senator  Bond, 
the  same,  who  was  also  Governor  of  this 
State.  Of  course,  we’ve  got  Congressman 
Mel  Hancock  with  us,  who’s  doing  a  superb 
job  for  his  country  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  And  State  representative 
Tommy  McDonnell  I  met,  the  only  guy  I 
know  that  can  still  fit  into  his  uniform,  even 
though  he  served  long  ago.  [Laughter] 
Mayor  Plunkett,  thank  you,  sir,  and  your 
wife,  Kay,  for  your  hospitality  from  the 
minute  we  climbed  out  of  that  gigantic  limo 
over  there.  We’ve  been  right  back  to  earth 
and  feeling  at  home.  Thank  you,  sir. 
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And  to  the  commissioner  that  I  met,  Mr. 
Rost,  and  Leon  Atkinson,  delighted.  I  was 
glad  to  see  marching  in  the  parade  several 
people  I  admire:  Bill  Webster,  the  attorney 
general;  Wendell  Bailey,  who  modestly 
turned  to  the  cameras  and  turned  his  back 
on  those  of  us  on  the  stage  there,  but  we 
understand  that.  [Laughter]  You  see,  I 
served  with  Wendell,  and  I  know  him,  and 
I  respect  him.  And  then,  of  course,  your 
own  son,  Roy  Blunt,  the  secretary  of  state. 
Great  to  see  him  out  there  with  his  dad  and 
everybody  else. 

And  first,  may  I  say  on  this  special  Fourth 
of  July,  where  events  like  this,  maybe  not 
quite  as  good,  are  taking  place  all  across  this 
country,  my  special  salute  to  those  who 
have  served  their  country  in  uniform  now 
and  in  days  gone  by,  with  particular  empha¬ 
sis  on  those  men  and  women  who  served 
with  such  distinction  in  Desert  Storm.  What 
a  job  they  did  for  our  Nation. 

Now,  they  tell  me  that  the  mayor,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  being  mayor,  is  the  fire  chief 
around  here.  The  story  goes  that  someone 
asked  Mayor  Plunkett  if  his  house  were 
burning  down  and  he  could  take  one  thing 
out  with  him,  what  would  it  be?  He  an¬ 
swered,  “The  fire,  of  course/’  I  guess  that 
explains  why  you’ve  reelected  him  many 
times  to  mayor.  [Laughter] 

Now,  I  couldn’t  help  but  look  at  the  field 
of  flags,  and  I  hope  everybody  will  look 
around  and  see  them.  And  they  don’t  just 
fly  on  the  Fourth  of  July  here  in  Marshfield; 
they  fly  every  day  of  the  year,  I’m  told.  And 
I  am  very  proud,  once  again,  very  proud  to 
be  here  to  see  them. 

I  understand  that  Marshfield  has  a  long 
history  of  Fourth  of  July  parades.  Think 
back  to  the  year  1850  and  Marshfield’s 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  that  day,  foot 
races,  fireworks,  band  concerts,  ball  games. 
And  back  in  Washington,  that  was  the  fate¬ 
ful  day  that  Zachary  Taylor  gobbled  down 
those  cherries  with  buttermilk.  [Laughter] 
It’s  a  little-known  fact,  not  disproven  by 
when  they  dug  the  poor  guy  up  the  other 
day  and  put  him  back — [laughter] — that  his 
last  words  were,  “Please  pass  the  broccoli.” 
[Laughter] 

It  is  a  thrill  for  Barbara  and  me  to  be 
celebrating  the  glorious  Fourth  here  in  the 
Show-Me  State.  When  we  heard  that  we 


had  a  chance  to  come  here  and  join  you  for 
one  of  the  oldest  Fourth  of  July  celebrations 
in  Missouri,  we  couldn’t  pass  it  up.  Some 
people  have  called  this  “the  best  little  town 
on  Earth,”  and  I  sure  know  why.  Thank  you 
again  for  the  hospitality. 

We  live  in  Washington  in  the  people’s 
house,  this  magnificent  White  House.  But 
when  we  were  coming  in  we  couldn’t  help 
but  reminisce  on  the  Fourths  of  July  we 
spent  in  relatively  small  towns:  Odessa, 
Texas,  and  Midland,  Texas;  the  ball  games 
in  our  town  of  Connecticut  and,  of  course, 
in  Kennebunkport,  Maine,  a  town  about  the 
size  of  this  one.  Seeing  the  kids  on  the  bikes 
here  as  we  came  into  that  parade  reminded 
us  all  of  one  thing,  the  importance  of 
family,  the  importance  of  friends. 

Times  like  this  bring  to  mind  President 
Eisenhower’s  thankfulness  for  “the  rare  and 
priceless  privilege  of  growing  up  in  a  small 
town.”  These  towns  really  do,  as  the  Gover¬ 
nor  said,  cultivate  the  kind  of  values  that 
carried  this  country  for  over  200  years,  ones 
like  liberty  and  loyalty  and  ingenuity  and 
independence.  And  through  it  all — you 
could  catch  this  in  the  parade,  the  spirit  of 
the  people  that  greeted  us — through  it  all, 
faith  in  God.  We  are  “one  nation  under 
God,”  and  we’ll  never  forget  it. 

And  so,  I  would  say  to  my  fellow  Ameri¬ 
cans  not  with  us  today,  you  can  find  the 
American  character  right  here  in  this 
square,  on  display,  and  every  day  in  Marsh¬ 
field,  Missouri. 

And  I  saw  a  sign  back  here  about  another 
man  who  is  well-known  to  Missouri.  I  would 
also  say,  then,  that  you  can  find  that  same 
character  in  self-made  Americans  like  our 
nominee  to  the  Court,  Judge  Clarence 
Thomas,  a  man  especially  well-known  to 
your  great  Senator,  Senator  Danforth,  and 
to  Governor  Ashcroft  and  also  to  Kit.  Judge 
Thomas  says  that  when  he  was  growing 
up — and  here  were  his  exact  words — God, 
school,  discipline,  hard  work,  and  right  from 
wrong  were  of  the  highest  priority. 

You  know,  he  spent  a  lot  of  his  life  in 
Missouri,  first  going  to  school  here,  then 
working  as  an  assistant  attorney  general,  as 
counsel  to  the  Monsanto  Company,  and 
later  as  an  aide  to  your  Senator,  Senator 
Danforth,  before  he  went  on  to  a  distin- 
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guished  career  as  a  jurist. 

So,  let  me  just  simply  say,  in  response  to 
the  sign,  in  response  to  the  feelings  of  many 
people  in  this  great  State,  Clarence  Thomas  * 
is  a  man  of  character  and  impeccable  cre¬ 
dentials,  a  model  for  all  Americans.  You  see, 
he  will  be  a  great  Justice  on  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

And  yes,  it  is  the  Fourth  of  July.  And 
today  hundreds  of  relatives  are  in  town, 
your  mayor  pointing  out  various  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  this  as  the  parade  went  by;  high 
school  classmates  back  for  reunions,  old 
friends  coming  from  other  States  to  visit 
family  here.  Take  a  look  at  some  of  Marsh¬ 
field’s  homegrown  heroes:  The  devoted 
nurses  at  Webco  Manor  where  we  saw 
going  by  there  a  minute  ago,  what  a  job 
they  do.  The  fearless  firefighters,  all  volun¬ 
teers  like  your  own  mayor,  right  here.  The 
police  men  and  women,  some  of  them  vol¬ 
unteers,  too,  on  the  beat  day  in  and  out. 
And  certainly,  thank  God  for  the  dedicated 
teachers  here  at  Marshfield’s  schools  and 
the  surrounding  schools. 

But  today  the  town,  and  I  can  tell  you  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  whole 
Nation,  gathers  to  honor  yet  another  group 
of  heroes,  and  again,  I  am  talking  about  the 
brave  service  men  and  women  of  Operation 
Desert  Storm.  While  standing  strong  for 
American  values,  they  liberated  a  nation 
abroad,  a  tiny  nation  halfway  around  the 
world,  and  transformed  a  Nation  at  home. 
You  know,  as  Sergeant  Richard  Mann — I 
don’t  know  if  he  is  here  today;  with  all  of 
these  people  I’m  not  sure  we  would  see 
him,  but  he  put  it  this  way,  one  known  to 
many  here:  “I  think  God  took  a  whole  gen¬ 
eration  of  Americans  out  in  the  desert  and 
showed  them  a  miracle.”  Well,  I  think  Ser¬ 
geant  Mann  was  right,  but  the  real  miracle 
took  place  not  in  the  sands  of  Kuwait;  it 
unfolded  in  the  American  heart. 

These  young  men  and  women  went  to 
the  desert  and  brought  honor  to  our  Nation, 
just  as  all  veterans  have  done  before  them. 
There’s  something  else  wonderful — I  hope 
you  feel  it  in  your  community,  but  I  sure 
feel  it  as  I  travel  around  this  country — 
there’s  something  else  wonderful  that’s  hap¬ 
pened.  Desert  Storm  has  at  last  brought  the 
recognition  and  honor  to  our  sons  and 
daughters  who  served  in  Vietnam.  We  final¬ 


ly  have  had  a  chance  to  tell  them  thank 
you,  and  we’re  proud  of  them.  And  wel¬ 
come  home.  A  little  late,  but  welcome 
home. 

So,  don’t  let  them  tell  you  there’s  any¬ 
thing  wrong  with  our  country.  Together, 
we  now  stand  ready  for  the  next  step  in  the 
American  experience.  Together,  we’re 
facing  just  over  the  horizon  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry.  And  we  are  ready,  for  we  are  a  Nation 
of  families  and  communities  just  like  Marsh¬ 
field.  We’re  a  decent  people,  a  good  people. 
We’re  a  Nation  of  parents  and  brothers  and 
sisters  and  neighbors.  And  we  know  that 
our  future  lies  right  in  the  hands  of  kids  like 
these,  many  of  whom  we  saw  go  down  this 
parade  route,  whether  it’s  the  outstanding 
teamwork  of  the  Southwest  Missouri  Bears 
or  the  Lady  Jays  basketball  team  or  Marsh¬ 
field  High,  or  your  renowned  high  school 
band  raising  money  to  go  to  England  and 
play  for  the  Queen. 

And  you  see,  like  you,  Barbara  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  them,  through  all  their  childhood 
dreams  and  sometimes  wild  ideas.  I’m  re¬ 
minded  of  a  story  of  Mark  Twain — true 
story — a  man  who  had  a  weakness  for  new 
inventions.  Over  the  years,  he  lost  half  a 
million  dollars  investing  in  various  contrap¬ 
tions.  Finally,  he  decided  that  he’d  been 
gullible  too  often,  and  he  resolved  never  to 
humor  an  inventor  again.  One  day  a  gangly 
young  man  approached  Twain.  He  was  car¬ 
rying  a  boxy-looking  device.  And  Twain  lis¬ 
tened  politely  to  the  young  man’s  pleas  for 
help.  He  said,  “Look,  I’m  just  not  interest¬ 
ed.”  Well,  looking  dejected,  the  would-be 
inventor  shuffled  away.  And  Twain,  perhaps 
feeling  a  pang  of  pity,  cried  out,  “What  did 
you  say  your  name  was  again?”  “Bell,”  was 
the  reply,  “Alexander  Graham  Bell.” 
[Laughter] 

Well,  I  expect  that  Mark  Twain  would  be 
the  first  to  say  thank  heavens  someone  else 
took  a  chance  on  the  young  man  named 
Alexander  Graham  Bell.  Thank  heavens, 
that  is,  unless  you  have  a  teenager  or  a 
teenaged  grandson  who  won’t  leave  his  in¬ 
vention  alone. 

But  Bell  saw  an  opportunity  to  make  life 
better,  and  he  seized  it.  Right  here  in 
Marshfield,  you  know  what  it  takes  to  solve 
problems.  And  you’re  willing  to  take  a 
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chance.  You  know  who  you  are:  the  volun¬ 
teers  who  run  your  Head  Start — you  don’t 
have  a  movie  house  here,  maybe,  but 
you’ve  got  a  Head  Start  program,  and  I  saw 
those  little  kids  that  you’ve  given  a  chance 
walking  by  out  here  just  a  minute  ago. 
You’ve  got  people  who  did  it  themselves, 
creating  child  care  centers,  Temple  Baptist 
and  the  Methodist  Church,  the  parents  and 
teachers  who  challenge  your  children’s 
imaginations  and  stretch  their  minds. 

Barbara  and  I  have  come  here  today  be¬ 
cause  it’s  impossible  not  to  feel  at  home  in 
America’s  heart.  By  your  example,  your 
faith,  and  your  hard  work,  you  are  leading 
us;  you  may  not  put  it  in  that  perspective, 
but  you  are  leading  us  into  the  next  Ameri¬ 
can  century.  By  your  hospitality,  you  made 
Barbara  and  me  feel  very  much  at  home. 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  having  us 


here  today.  We  feel  truly  blessed,  and  may 
God  bless  each  and  every  one  of  you.  Have 
a  happy  Fourth,  and  may  God  bless  the 
greatest  and  freest  country  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:32  a.m.  on 
the  Webster  County  Courthouse  lawn.  In 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Gov.  John  Ash¬ 
croft  of  Missouri;  Senator  Christopher  S. 
(Kit)  Bond;  county  commissioners  Don  Rost 
and  Leon  Atkinson;  William  L.  Webster, 
State  attorney  general;  Wendell  Bailey, 
State  treasurer;  and  Roy  Blunt,  Missouri 
secretary  of  state.  Following  his  remarks, 
the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  traveled  to 
Grand  Rapids,  ML  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


Remarks  at  an  Independence  Day  Celebration  in  Grand  Rapids, 

Michigan 

July  4,  1991 


The  President.  Thank  you,  ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen.  And  may  I  first - 

Audience  members.  U.S.A.!  U.S.A.!  U.S.A.! 

The  President.  You’re  darn  right. 

Audience.  U.S.A.!  U.S.A.!  U.S.A.! 

The  President.  U.S.A.!  Thank  you,  Gover¬ 
nor  Engler,  Michelle;  and  Congressman 
Paul  Henry  and  Karen;  our  mayor  who  we 
just  heard  from,  Mayor  Helmholdt.  And 
thank  you  all,  all  of  you,  for  making  Barbara 
and  me  feel  so  at  home  on  this  marvelous 
Fourth  of  July  parade  in  Grand  Rapids.  It 
has  been  sensational.  Thank  you. 

You  know,  this  is  one  manifestation  of  the 
Fourth,  and  it’s  very  special  because  of  the 
men  and  women  who  served  in  Desert 
Storm  and  Desert  Shield,  and  were  ready  to 
go.  But  I  think  when  we  hear  the  words 
“Fourth  of  July,”  we  think  of  family:  family 
at  reunions,  family  at  parades  like  we’ve 
just  seen,  and  our  American  family,  united 
in  pride,  united  in  patriotism,  and  the  joy, 
the  sheer  joy  of  living  in  a  great  and  pros¬ 
perous  land.  We  are  very  lucky  to  call 
America  our  home.  And  I  think  all  those 


who  served  in  Desert  Storm  helped  us  un¬ 
derstand  important  things  about  ourselves 
and  our  country  because  I  think  we  all  real¬ 
ized  that  we  belong  to  a  great  family,  a 
fortunate  family.  As  Americans,  we  share 
more  than  a  magnificent  land.  We  share 
values.  We  share  commitments.  We  share 
experiences,  beliefs,  and  challenges. 

Even  before  the  troops  returned  home,  it 
was  the  Fourth  of  July  in  America  again. 
Every  one  of  us,  every  one  of  us  feels  proud 
to  say:  I  am  an  American,  and  I  love  my 
country.  And  let’s  not  be  embarrassed  to 
say  so. 

A  couple  of  months  ago  I  asked  every 
town  to  make  this  Fourth  of  July  a  day  of 
special  celebration  for  our  troops.  We  are 
here,  as  the  Governor  said,  to  honor  our 
troops  and  the  people  who  have  supported 
them  through  long  nights  and  tense  days. 
And  also,  we’re  here  to  thank  the  families 
and  the  neighbors  and  the  friends.  To  every 
American  who  wore  a  yellow  ribbon,  wrote 
a  letter,  or  baked  a  cookie,  or  said  a  prayer; 
to  every  American  who  linked  hands  and 
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hearts  in  hopes  of  helping  the  men  and 
women  who  defended  freedom  overseas, 
America  says  thank  you  to  each  and  every 
one  of  you.  You  are  an  integral  part  of  all  of 
this. 

*  saw  a  sign  on  the  parade,  something 
saying,  “War  is  not  great.”  Of  course,  it’s 
not  great.  We’re  not  here  to  glorify  war. 
Tragically,  people  sometimes  must,  though, 
shed  blood  to  defend  simple  decency  and 
justice.  But  we  must  never  feel  bashful 
about  supporting  the  values  that  bind  us  or 
the  commitment  to  freedom  that  makes 
America  so  very  special,  a  land  of  dreams,  a 
land  revered  and  now  respected  by  the  rest 
of  the  entire  world.  And  that’s  what  it’s  all 
about. 

And  look,  loved  ones  did  lose  ones  close 
to  them.  And  victory  does  provide  no  com¬ 
fort  for  war’s  victims.  But  today  we  can 
offer  some  solace  to  those  whose  loved  ones 
fell  in  defense  of  principle.  We  can  tell 
them:  We  want  to  thank  your  sons  and 
daughters.  We  will  never  forget  our  fight¬ 
ing  men  and  women  of  this  war  or  of  all 
our  wars.  World  War  I,  World  War  II, 
Korea,  those  who  fought  in  Grenada, 
Panama,  and  the  Gulf.  And  I  take  special 
pride  today  in  seeing  that  in  some  wonder¬ 
ful  and  perhaps  unseen  way,  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  Desert  Storm,  what  you  guys  did, 
what  happened  there  brought  home  long- 
overdue  recognition  and  honor  to  those 
who  served  us  in  Vietnam. 

So,  I  think  today  we  celebrate  the  Ameri¬ 
can  character.  Just  look  into  the  face  of  any 
soldier  who  dug  in  the  desert  sands  or  any 
sailor  who  stood  watch  on  the  dark,  distant 
waters  of  the  Gulf,  the  airmen — look  into 
these  faces  and  you’ll  see  the  American 
character.  You’ll  understand  the  principles 
upon  which  this  Nation  was  founded  are  no 
more  abstract  than  a  heartbeat.  They  form 
the  flesh  and  blood,  the  heart  and  soul  of 
our  nation. 

I  see  the  American  character  right  here 
in  Grand  Rapids.  You  helped  each  other 
through  Desert  Storm.  Your  war  experience 
summarized,  in  personal  and  moving  ways, 
this  Nation’s  war  experience. 

From  the  beginning,  you  felt  the  war  up 
close.  Creston  High  grad  Lieutenant  Steven 
Harper  was  among  the  first,  the  first  pilots 
in  action  over  Iraq.  The  war  hit  home  even 


more  closely  when  your  reservists  left  for 
the  Gulf,  citizen-soldiers  from  groups  like 
the  180th  Army  National  Guard  from 
Grand  Rapids  and  Greenville’s  1073d  ANG 
and  your  reservists  from  the  207th  Evacu¬ 
ation  Hospital.  They  helped  care  for  those 
kids  who  were  wounded  in  the  Scud  missile 
attacks.  And  I  understand  that  in  today’s 
parade  are  families  representing  your  other 
Reserve  unit,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion  of 
the  24th  Marines,  which  is  still  deployed 
overseas.  Good,  strong,  decent  men  and 
women,  all  of  them.  They  make  us  proud  to 
be  Americans.  And  God  bless  each  and 
every  one  of  them. 

You  know,  some  don’t  know  this,  but 
even  the  high-tech  story  of  this  war  unfold¬ 
ed  here.  Every  time  we  saw  a  helicopter  or 
jet  fighter  or  M-l  tank,  or  saw  a  tape  of  a 
Tomahawk  cruise  missile  or  laser-guided 
bomb,  we  saw  components  produced  by 
hard  work  right  here  in  the  Grand  Rapids 
area. 

And  yes,  and  more  somberly,  the  war  in¬ 
flicted  grief  here,  too.  The  Edwards  family, 
Gayle,  Bennett,  Spencer,  Adriane,  we 
shared  your  pain  when  Jack  became  the 
first  Gulf  war  casualty  buried  at  Arlington. 
The  entire  Nation  poured  out  condolences 
in  letters  addressed  simply — they  came  in 
this  way:  “Gayle  Edwards,  Grand  Rapids.” 
What  a  tribute  to  a  courageous  family. 

And  so,  for  Barbara  and  me,  to  walk  these 
streets  is  to  feel  the  pulse  of  America.  A 
couple  of  months  ago,  thousands  of  you  ral¬ 
lied  at  Veterans  Memorial  Park  in  a  sea  of 
red,  white,  and  blue,  and  yes,  yellow, 
yellow  ribbons  that  joined  the  Nation’s 
hearts  and  really,  for  those  of  you  that  were 
overseas,  were  unifying  the  American 
family.  The  yellow  of  the  ribbons  worn  by 
the  kids  from  Lee  High  and  Middle  Schools. 
The  yellow  of  the  lapel  pins  that  your  po¬ 
licemen  made  for  this  county’s  officers.  The 
spirit  of  Grand  Rapids  is  and  was  the  spirit 
of  America. 

So  in  that  spirit,  the  spirit  of  brotherhood 
devoid  of  all  arrogance  and  gloating,  the 
spirit  of  compassion  and  pride,  let’s  cele¬ 
brate  this  Independence  Day.  Let’s  rejoice 
in  the  gift  of  every  day  being  able  to  live 
life  and  pursue  happiness  in  our  freedom’s 
first  and  finest  home. 


826 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  July  5 


The  troops  of  Desert  Storm  not  only  res¬ 
cued  a  nation  abroad,  they  transformed  a 
Nation  at  home.  Now  let’s  use  our  strength 
and  our  credibility  to  take  on  challenges 
here  at  home.  We  can  make  our  schools  the 
best  in  the  entire  world,  and  we  will.  We 
can  restore  order  to  our  streets,  and  we 
will.  And  we  can  build  a  society,  as  the 
Governor  said,  in  which  people  who  want 
to  work  will  have  opportunities,  in  which 
people  who  seek  to  build  a  just  society  will 
conquer  the  divisive  forces  of  prejudice. 
And  we  will  build  that  society.  We  owe  it  to 
the  generation  to  come. 

If  we  didn’t  know  it  before  Desert  Storm, 
we  know  now:  Nothing  can  stop  us.  So,  let’s 
all  of  us — you  and  me,  your  family,  our 
family — let’s  make  this  America  the  best 
that  it  can  possibly  be. 

Listen  to  the  American  spirit  expressed  in 
a  letter  to  me  from  a  Michigan  teacher, 
Martha  Williams.  Here’s  what  she  wrote:  “I 
try  to  teach  my  young  people  that  freedom 
isn’t  free,  that  its  price  is  dedication  to  ah 
ideal,  and  sometimes  its  price  is  sacrifice. 
My  classroom  theme  is  "answering  the 
call’ — in  civilian  life  as  well  as  military — in 
everyday  humble  contributions  as  well  as 
heroic,  notable  efforts.” 


Well,  you  know  something?  Martha’s 
right.  The  American  spirit  of  service,  serv¬ 
ice  to  each  other  and  to  good  and  bright 
ideals,  made  our  Nation  great.  It  will  keep 
our  Nation  great.  And  if  I  take  away  any¬ 
thing  else,  it’s  the  feeling  that  that  spirit 
thrives  right  here  in  Grand  Rapids.  You  can 
see  it.  You  can  feel  it.  You  can  be  proud  of 
it.  I  know  I  am. 

I  am  very  proud,  and  I  know  I  speak 
confidently  for  Barbara,  which  I  do  not 
always  do — [laughter] — when  I  tell  you  that 
we  are  very  proud,  indeed,  to  share  this 
special  day. 

And  now  may  we  say  thank  you,  God 
bless  you  all,  and  God  bless  this  freest,  fair¬ 
est,  greatest  country  on  the  face  of  the 
Earth,  the  United  States  of  America.  Thank 
you  all.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:41  p.m.  on 
the  parade  route  in  front  of  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  Building.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to 
Gov.  John  Engler  of  Michigan  and  his  wife, 
Michelle,  and  Congressman  Paul  B.  Henry 
and  his  wife,  Karen.  Following  his  remarks, 
the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  returned  to 
Washington,  DC.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


White  House  Statement  on  the  Peanut  Import  Quota  Increase 
July  5,  1991 


On  the  basis  of  an  investigation  and 
report  of  the  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission,  the  President  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  increase  the  import  quota  on  peanuts 
to  100  million  pounds  for  the  current  mar¬ 
keting  year,  which  ends  on  July  31.  This 
represents  an  increase  from  a  quota  of  1.7 
million  pounds. 


Under  section  22  of  the  Agricultural  Ad¬ 
justment  Act  of  1933,  the  President  may 
modify,  suspend,  or  terminate  import 
quotas  provided  such  action  would  not  ma¬ 
terially  interfere  with  the  peanut  price  sup¬ 
port  program  operated  by  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  START  Negotiations  and  a  Possible 
Soviet-United  States  Summit 
July  8,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  does  it  look  like  you’re 
still  going  to  be  going  to  Moscow  at  the  end 
of  the  month? 

The  President  Well,  a  lot  depends  on  this 
meeting  that’s  coming  up  between  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  Foreign  Minister  Bessmert¬ 
nykh,  and  Moiseyev,  General  Moiseyev. 
And  I’ve  said  before  that  what  we  want  to 
do  is  to  have  a  summit  meeting  with  the 
Soviets.  I’ve  also  said  that  I  want  this 
START  agreement  completed.  And  their 
coming  in  here  is  a  good  move;  it  was  in 
response  to  an  appeal  I  made  to  President 
Gorbachev. 

So,  it’s  a  good  thing  that  they’re  coming. 
There’s  plenty  of  time  to  get  this  done  so 
we  can  have  a  meeting  at  the  end  of  July. 
But  whether  these  last  difficulties  can  be 
ironed  out,  we  just  don’t  know.  But  this 


should  be  seen  as  a  good  sign,  whether  we 
get  it  completed  in  time  for  a  July  summit 
or  not.  And  I’ll  have  a  chance  to  talk  to 
Gorbachev  in  London  a  week  from — well, 
it’s  in  a  few  days,  8  days  or  9  days. 

Q.  In  other  words,  Mr.  President,  you 
want  performance,  not  conversation? 

The  President  He’s  got  it.  Walter,  you 
summed  it  up  far  better  than — [laughter]. 
Thank  you  for  that  helpful — [laughter]. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:05  a.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House, 
prior  to  a  meeting  with  the  New  American 
Schools  Development  Corporation  Board. 
The  President  referred  to  Mikhail  A.  Moi¬ 
seyev,  Chief  of  the  Soviet  General  Staff 
and  Walter  H.  Annenberg,  a  director  of  the 
board. 


Remarks  Announcing  the  New  American  Schools  Development 
Corporation  Board 
July  8,  1991 


Lamar,  thank  you.  And  I  really  wanted  to 
have  Lamar  say  something  so  I  could  more 
formally  salute  him  for  this  fantastic  job  he’s 
doing  and  others  at  the  Department  are 
doing  in  this  field  of  education.  I  am  so 
proud  of  the  job  he  and  David  Kearns — 
right  out  of  the  corporate  community,  he’s 
pitched  in.  And  I  think  it’s  conceded,  with¬ 
out  respect  to  politics  at  all,  that  we  have 
not  only  a  first-class  team  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  but  we  have  a  first-class  concept.  And 
I  think  that’s  very  important. 

I  want  to  thank  Governor  Tom  Kean, 
who’s  with  us  here.  He  is  the  chairman  of 
the  New  America  Schools  Development 
Corporation,  and  Frank  Blount,  along  here, 
is  its  president  and  CEO.  And  I  salute  both 
of  them  and  thank  them  both. 

I  also  want  to  single  out  a  man  that’s 


known  to,  I  think,  everybody  here,  but 
that’s  Governor  Booth  Gardner  of  the  State 
of  Washington.  He’s  been  an  aggressive  ad¬ 
vocate  for  education  that  works.  He’s  a 
leader.  He’s  head  now  of  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernors’  Association,  I  believe.  And  yet,  in 
spite  of  all  those  responsibilities,  he’s  keep¬ 
ing  the  focus  nationally  on  education.  I  just 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  him  and 
some  of  his  team.  A  very  interesting  meet¬ 
ing,  teachers,  businesspeople,  parents,  and 
superintendents,  and  a  wonderful  approach 
that  they’re  taking  in  the  State  of  Washing¬ 
ton. 

I  also  want  to  salute  another  Governor 
with  us,  another  former  head  of  the  NGA 
who’s  now  a  member  of  all  of  this,  and  I’m 
talking  about  Virginia’s  Governor  Gerry  Ba- 
liles. 
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The  meeting  that  Booth  and  all  of  us  had 
here  in  the  Oval  Office  was  a  good  one. 
With  them  was  another  person  well-known 
here,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Joel  Pritch¬ 
ard,  an  old  friend  of  mine.  And  all  the 
people  that  he  brought  in,  handful,  four  or 
five,  were  involved  in  his  Schools  of  the 
21st  Century  initiative.  Good  ideas  are  at 
work  out  there  in  the  State  of  Washington. 

I  want  to  salute  Lee  and  Walter  Annen- 
berg,  dear  friends  to  all  here,  more  about 
their  role  in  a  moment;  leaders  of  the  cor¬ 
porate  world  who  are  with  us  today;  educa¬ 
tion  experts.  And  welcome  to  all  of  you  on 
this  hot  day  in  the  Rose  Garden. 

Fve  asked  you  here  to  mark  with  me  a 
milestone  on  the  road  to  America  2000,  the 
founding  of  the  New  American  Schools  De¬ 
velopment  Corporation.  As  I  said  when  we 
announced  America  2000  right  here  at  the 
White  House  in  April,  our  national  educa¬ 
tion  strategy  does  not  create  a  new  pro¬ 
gram.  It  issues  a  challenge:  To  reinvent 
American  education;  to  set  aside  the  stale 
preconceptions;  and  to  design  New  Ameri¬ 
can  Schools,  and  Til  emphasize  the  word 
“new,”  for  the  year  2000  and  beyond. 

We  seek  nothing  less  than  a  new  genera¬ 
tion  of  American  schools,  schools  that  will 
help  every — every — student  reach  world- 
class  standards,  schools  that  set  the  pace  for 
the  Nation  now  and  certainly  into  the  next 
century. 

We  take  our  first  step  toward  these  new 
schools  when  we  forge  a  new  partnership 
between  educators  and  entrepreneurs,  be¬ 
tween  communities  and  the  corporate 
world,  a  partnership  that  links  every  level 
of  government — local,  State,  and  Federal 
with  the  people.  And  that  partnership 
really  starts  right  here. 

Little  more  than  2  months  have  passed 
since  we  unveiled  this  program,  America 
2000,  this  concept.  But  already,  thanks  to 
all  here,  we  are  making  real  progress.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Kean  briefed  me  and  other  new 
members  of  the  board  a  few  minutes  ago 
with  news  that  I  think  you’ll  all  want  to 
hear. 

Within  the  next  few  weeks,  the  New 
American  Schools  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  will  form  an  education  advisory  panel 
under  the  leadership  of  Saul  Cooperman, 
former  chief  State  school  officer  for  the 


State  of  New  Jersey. 

Funds  are  pouring  in.  I  don’t  want  to  say 
pouring  because  we’re  going  to  put  an  arm 
on  you  all  in  a  minute  here — [laughter) 
but  funds  are  coming  in  well.  And  Tom  told 
me,  reported  to  me  that  already  $30  million 
has  been  raised,  much  of  it  from  the  corpo¬ 
rations  that  are  represented  here  today. 
And  that’s  even  before  you’ve  begun  the 
formal  fundraising  drive. 

And  of  course,  I  want  to  single  this  one 
out,  but  $10  million  comes  from  the  Annen- 
berg  Foundation  in  the  form  of  a  challenge 
grant.  I  know  I  challenged  you  at  the  onset 
of  all  of  this  to  raise  $150  million  to  $200 
million.  No  need  to  stop  there,  but  never¬ 
theless,  I  want  to  repeat  the  challenge.  The 
Rand  Corporation  has  signed  on  to  provide 
the  New  American  Schools  Corporation 
with  Rand’s  expert  analysis. 

And  finally,  the  New  American  Schools 
Corp.  has  scheduled  its  design  conference 
in  August  to  attract  reformers  whose  ideas 
about  what  works  will  make  the  New 
American  Schools  a  reality.  The  revolution 
begins  right  here.  We’ve  done  enough 
handwringing  about  the  state  of  our  schools, 
and  now,  let’s  act.  Let’s  apply  America  s 
special  genius  for  invention  to  our  schools. 

Lou  Cerstner  of  RJR  Nabisco  was  telling 
us  about  risk-taking.  Yes,  there’s  taking  of 
risks  in  all  of  this.  But  you  don’t  make  it  if 
you  don’t  risk  and  experiment.  We  won’t 
find  a  sheet  of  instructions  for  our  task; 
there’s  no  handbook  out  there  for  how  this 
is  going  to  succeed.  We’re  going  to  have  to 
call  upon  our  own  resources  and  insight. 
We’re  going  to  have  to  really  break  the 
mold,  throw  out  the  old  blueprints,  and 
build  for  the  next  century. 

All  we  ask  is  this:  Students  in  these  New 
American  Schools  must  demonstrate  that 
they  can  meet  the  new  national  standards 
for  five  core  subjects.  Meanwhile,  the 
schools  must  meet  their  own  standards. 
Outside  of  the  costs  of  the  initial  R&D,  they 
must  operate  on  a  budget  comparable  to 
conventional  schools.  We  don’t  want  gold- 
plated  schools.  We  just  want  those  results  to 
be  gold-plated. 

And  beyond  that,  every  aspect  of  these 
New  American  Schools  must  be  open  to  ex¬ 
periment.  Take  a  hard  look  at  the  way 
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we’ve  been  doing  things  and  ask  why: 
Should  we  open  our  schools  to  pre¬ 
schoolers?  Break  down  the  barriers  that 
separate  school  from  society?  Does  it  make 
sense,  on  the  eve  of  the  21st  century,  to 
pattern  our  school  year  around  the  rhythms 
of  the  agrarian  past  of  this  great  country, 
when  children  took  summers  off  to  help 
with  planting? 

We  don’t  want  our  New  American 
Schools  initiative  to  purchase  bricks  and 
mortar.  We  want  to  encourage  an  experi¬ 
ment,  a  competition  of  ideas  that  can  bring 
even  the  oldest  school  building  in  America 
alive  with  learning. 

Clearly,  our  schools  and  students  have  got 
to  pass  technological  challenges.  As  citizens 
of  the  21st  century,  our  children  must 
handle  a  computer  keyboard  with  as  much 
ease  as  the  children  of  the  19th  century 
handled  a  buggy  whip  or  steered  a  plow. 
But  as  I  said  when  I  announced  America 
2000,  the  New  American  Schools  that  we 
create  must  be  more  than  shrines  where  we 
worship  the  state  of  the  art,  more  than 
rooms  full  of  kids  sitting  at  computer  termi¬ 
nals. 

In  some  cases,  the  New  American  School 
may  require  addition,  providing  something 
missing  in  our  schools,  a  new  technology  or 
a  dose  of  traditional  values.  In  other  cases, 
the  solution  may  call  for  subtraction,  clear¬ 
ing  away  obstacles  to  learning,  clearing 
some  space  for  the  one  indispensable  ele¬ 
ment  in  education,  the  teacher  who  can 
teach.  In  each  instance,  we  will  need  the 
help  of  parents  and  others.  They  must  rein¬ 
force  outside  the  schools  the  values  that  will 
be  stressed  inside  the  schools. 

We  used  to  talk  about  the  three  “r’s”  in 
education,  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 
But  we  need  to  add  a  fourth  ‘V,”  one  I  have 
talked  about  often  in  the  past  and  others 
here  have  as  well,  respect.  We  all  respect 
education’s  importance.  We  must  build  re¬ 
spect  for  our  educational  product  now 
through  results  we  can  measure  and  results 
we  can  build  upon. 

No  one  will  conduct  our  educational  revo¬ 
lution  for  us.  We’ve  got  to  do  it  ourselves. 
Our  new  nominee  for  the  Supreme  Court, 
Judge  Clarence  Thomas,  offers  what  I  think 


is  a  very  stirring  testament  to  what  people 
can  do  when  they  refuse  to  take  no  for  an 
answer,  when  through  sheer  determination 
they  overcome  obstacles  that  others  have 
placed  in  their  way.  It  was  very  emotional 
for  me  up  there  at  our  house  in  Maine 
when  we  announced  his  appointment  be¬ 
cause  he  outdistanced  poverty  and  racism,* 
because  he  possessed  the  greatest  treasures 
of  all,  the  love  of  family,  the  faith  of  teach¬ 
ers — remember  what  he  said  about  teach¬ 
ers — and  then  the  belief  in  himself. 

With  that  example,  none  of  us  should 
take  no  for  an  answer.  And  so,  let’s  vow  to 
create  schools  with  which  we  can  meet  the 
challenges  of  the  future. 

So,  whether  you’re  a  civic  leader — we 
have  some  here — or  a  CEO — we  have  many 
here — an  educator,  an  elected  official,  each 
one  of  you  is  a  pioneer  ready  to  lead  our 
children  to  a  new  world  of  possibility.  I  am 
confident  the  New  American  Schools  will, 
indeed,  shape  the  next  American  century. 

So,  I  really  want  to  thank  you  all  for 
being  a  part  of  this.  Thank  you  for  what 
you’ve  done  so  far  and  for  all  that  you  are 
destined  to  do.  We  have  a  first-class  team, 
and  we  want  everybody  here  and  many 
across  this  country  to  be  a  part  of  it.  So, 
good  luck,  thanks  again.  And  may  God  bless 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Soviet-U.S.  Summit 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  are  you  pushing  so 
hard  for  a  July  summit? 

The  President  I’ve  announced  all  along 
that  that’s  what  we  want.  Go  back  and  look. 
I’ve  said  it  over  and  over  again. 

Q.  Why  July? 

The  President  Because  it’s  important  I 
talk  to  Gorbachev  on  a  lot  of  items,  a  lot  of 
issues. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:35  a.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Thomas  H.  Kean, 
former  Governor  of  New  Jersey;  Gerald  L. 
Baliles,  former  Governor  of  Virginia ; 
Walter  H.  Annenberg,  a  director  of  the  New 
American  Schools  Development  Corporation 
Board,  and  his  wife,  Leonore;  and  board 
member  Louis  Gerstner. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  START  Negotiations 
July  8,  1991 


Yesterday  afternoon  Soviet  Ambassador 
Komplektov  conveyed  to  General  Scowcroft 
President  Gorbachev’s  response  to  the 
President’s  message  of  Saturday.  President 
Gorbachev  agreed  with  the  President’s 
view  for  the  need  to  redouble  efforts  at 
completing  a  START  agreement  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  President’s  invitation  to  send  a 
delegation  to  Washington  to  work  on  the 
negotiations.  The  Soviet  delegation,  headed 


by  Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh,  will 
arrive  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  delega¬ 
tion  will  also  include  Chief  of  the  Soviet 
General  Staff  Moiseyev  and  Ambassador 
Obukhov,  as  well  as  a  number  of  arms  ex¬ 
perts.  They  will  meet  with  Secretary  Baker 
on  Thursday  afternoon  and  Friday.  The 
President  welcomes  this  decision  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  and  hopes  it  can  lead  to 
further  progress  in  the  START  negotiations. 


Interview  With  Foreign  Journalists 
July  8,  1991 


The  President.  All  I  want  to  do  is  say 
we’re  looking  forward  to  this  trip.  I  am, 
very  much.  It’s  preceded  by  several  bilater¬ 
als;  one,  an  important  meeting  with  Brian 
Mulroney  in  Canada  tomorrow.  Perhaps 
some  might  think  that’s  less  necessary  be¬ 
cause  I  stay  in  such  close  touch  with  him  by 
phone  and  we  visit  back  and  forth.  But  it’s 
important  for  us  anyway;  I  hope  for  him. 
We’ll  have  a  chance  to  talk  about  not  only 
the  upcoming  G-7,  but  we’ll  have  a  chance 
to  talk  about  where  we  go  on  the  trade 
agreement,  North  American  trade  agree¬ 
ment. 

Then  the  next  event  leading  up  to  the 
summit  will  be  a  visit  from  Toshiki  Kaifu, 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Japan.  We’re  going  to 
treat  him  like  family  and  have  him  to  our 
home  up  there,  and  it  will  really  be  a  one- 
on-one  session  so  he  and  I  can  exchange 
ideas  before  the  G-7  meeting.  He’ll  then  go 
flying  off,  and  a  day  or  two  or  later  I  will 
leave  for  France.  There  I’ll  meet  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Mitterrand,  just  a  couple  hours  of  very 
private  conversation  like  we’ve  had  several 
different  times.  And  I  find  these  meetings 
with  any  of  these  leaders,  all  of  these  lead¬ 
ers,  very  important.  It  sets  the  tone,  and 
you  can  talk  without  a  lot  of  formality  about 
issues  of  concern  to  both  countries. 

I  expect  we’ll  be  dwelling  with  President 
Mitterrand  as  to  what  will  be  coming  up  in 


the  next  day  or  two  at  the  G-7  summit,  but 
there  are  other  issues  that  could  conceiv¬ 
ably  come  up.  But  again,  it’s  a  series  of 
contacts,  one-on-one,  that  I  value.  I  think 
this  one  was  actually  our  suggestion,  and  I 
hope  I’m  not  imposing  on  the  President  of 
the  French  Republic  on  a  very  historic  day 
for  their  country.  But  nevertheless — Bastille 
Day,  I  believe.  And  he  is  changing  his 
schedule,  which  I’m  very  pleased  about,  to 
conclude  his — well,  I  think  he  probably 
would  have  concluded  his  ceremonies 
anyway.  But  we  will  have  this  meeting 
prior  to  flying  across  the  Channel  to 
London,  where  I  will  have  a  private  dinner 
with  John  Major. 

And  I  might  add  to  those  here  that  I’ll  be 
seeing  Helmut  Kohl  one-on-one  there.  I  had 
a  nice  conversation  with  him  today,  which 
lasted,  what,  30  minutes,  something  like 
that. 

So,  this  is  what  we  see  leading  up  to  the 
G-7.  There,  of  course,  well  all  meet.  Then 
I  guess  the  highlight  of  all  this  will  be  the 
arrival  of  President  Gorbachev.  I  might  say 
to  Mr.  Gan  of  the  Soviet  Union  that  we 
were  very  pleased  when  President  Gorba¬ 
chev,  with  alacrity,  decided  to  send  his  able 
Foreign  Minister  and  General  Moiseyev 
over  here.  We’d  like  to  finish  a  START 
agreement  in  time  to  have  a  meeting  at  the 
end  of  this  month,  maybe  spill  over  a  day  or 
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two  into  August.  But  that’s  his  goal;  that’s 
our  goal.  I’d  like  to  see  it  happen. 

But  nevertheless,  then  we’ll  see  how 
those  meetings  go  here.  But  there’s  another 
point,  and  that  is  I  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  sit  down  and  talk  with  him  on  a  one-on- 
one  meeting  there  in  London  prior  to  a 
larger  meeting — of  course,  others  meeting 
with  him,  too — but  larger  meeting  with  the 
G-7.  Then  I  understand  we’re  having  a 
dinner. 

Then  it’s  off  to  Greece  and  Turkey, 
where  I  see  two  very  respected  leaders. 
And  I  say  that  not  just  in  a  diplomatic 
sense,  but  they’re  two  people  with  whom  I 
feel  I  have  a  very  good  personal  relation¬ 
ship.  And  so,  I’ll  be  meeting  with  Mr.  Mitso- 
takis,  Mr.  Ozal,  and  there  will  be  a  wide 
array  of  subjects  discussed,  bilateral  and 
international  issues.  So,  it’s  first  Greece,  a 
couple  of  nights;  Turkey,  a  couple  of  nights; 
and  then  back  to  the  States. 

So,  with  no  further  ado,  I’ll  be  glad  to — I 
think  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  work  our 
way  around  the  table  and  try  to  respond  as 
directly  as  I  can  to  questions.  If  you  get  into 
something  very  technical  I  might  have  to 
turn  to  my  right  or  left  for  a  little  assist¬ 
ance,  but  I  think  I  can  handle  it.  So,  how  do 
we  want  to  begin?  Would  you  like  to  start, 
Mr.  Saunders? 

Persian  Gulf  Conflict 

Q,  Certainly.  Regarding  the  Persian  Gulf 
war,  do  you  now  think  that,  A,  what  was  at 
stake,  and  B,  what  was  accomplished,  were 
worth  the  tens  of  thousands  of  human  lives? 
And  if  so,  why? 

The  President  Absolutely.  There’s  abso¬ 
lutely  no  question  in  my  mind.  There  was  a 
single  purpose,  and  that  is  the  reversal  of 
aggression,  sending  a  lesson  that  the  world 
understands,  and  that  is  that  aggression  will 
not  stand. 

And  we  tried  a  peaceful  approach  to  that. 
We  had  unprecedented  diplomacy  in  which 
Canada  and  other  countries  participated. 
And  you  had  a  sanction  of  the  action  that 
was  taken  by  the  United  Nations  Security 
Council.  It  fulfilled  what  one  would  call  its 
peacekeeping  function,  or  its  peacemaking 
function,  by  having  these  resolutions  that 
would  have  led  to  peace  if  they  could  have 
been  supported  by  this  brutal  dictator. 


Saddam  Hussein.  And  peace  failed.  But  it 
isn’t  because  other  countries,  many  repre¬ 
sented  around  this  table,  didn’t  try,  didn’t 
try.  We  tried. 

And  I  think  Saddam  miscalculated.  One,  I 
think  he  thought  that  we  wouldn’t  commit 
to  force.  I  think  he  was  particularly  finger¬ 
ing  the  United  States  in  that  regard.  And 
second,  I  think  he  had  this  crazy  misappre¬ 
hension  that  if  we  did  use  force,  that  he 
would  have  a  victory.  And  he  had  nothing 
of  the  kind.  Aggression  was  reversed.  And 
that  principle  alone  sends  a  good  message 
around  the  world. 

So,  yes,  it  was  worth  it.  We  mourn  the 
loss  of  everybody.  War  is  not  pleasant.  But  I 
think  it  was — there’s  kind  of  a  revisionistic 
thinking  in  some  quarters  to  which  I  give 
absolutely  nothing,  no  credence  at  all. 

Do  you  want  to  follow  up  on  it? 

Q.  No. 

European  Security 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I’ll  ask  a  question  about 
European  security.  France  and  the  United 
States  differ  strongly  about  independent 
European  defense  structure.  My  question 
will  be,  how  long  do  you  think  the  U.S.A. 
and  Great  Britain  will  be  able  to  block  the 
emergence  of  such  a  structure?  And  second, 
what  danger  do  you  see  in  such  a  develop¬ 
ment,  a  European  defense - 

The  President  You’re  talking  about  the 
security  structure? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President  I’m  not  sure  how  far  apart 
we  are  on  that.  And  that’s  one  of  the  mat¬ 
ters  I’d  like  to  discuss  with  President  Mit¬ 
terrand.  I  read  that  there’s  Britain  and  U.S. 
here,  and  others  there.  I  don’t  think  that’s 
the  case.  Certainly,  that’s  not  what  our  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  feels  from  having  a  lot  of 
talks  with  different  parties.  So,  I’d  hedge 
the  answer  by  saying,  let  me  talk  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Mitterrand  about  this. 

What  I  hear  them  saying,  the  French 
saying,  is  a  recognition  of  the  continued  im¬ 
portance  of  NATO.  Now,  France  has  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way  of  participating,  you  might  say, 
in  NATO.  But  I  see  nothing  on  the  part  of 
France  that  would  say  to  the  United  States: 
You  go  home,  and  let  us  take  care  of  the 
security  arrangements  through  a  different 
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vehicle.  That’s  not  there.  That’s  not  what’s 
happening. 

So,  let’s  talk  about  it.  I  think  this  whole 
concept  of  another  arrangement  for  Euro¬ 
pean  security  is  not  put  forward  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  drive  NATO  out  of  business.  Now, 
if  I’m  wrong,  I’d  be  concerned  about  it.  But 
I  don’t  think  I’m  wrong.  So,  I’m  going  to 
wait  until  I  talk  to  the  President  of  France 
about  that. 

In  other  words,  we’re  not  worried  about 
it,  and  we  don’t  think  there’s  any  cabal 
against  the  United  States  and  NATO,  or 
people  trying  to  send  us  a  message  that 
we’re  no  longer  required  for  Europe’s  secu¬ 
rity.  I  get  it  just  the  opposite,  as  a  matter  of 
fact. 

Yugoslavia 

Q.  Mr.  President,  while  talking  with 
Chancellor  Kohl  you  probably  raised  the 
question  on  what  to  do  with  Yugoslavia  and 
what  it  implies  for  the  new  world  order. 
Kohl  has  said  that  he  would  like  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  two  republics  and  that  the  [Berlin] 
wall  really  has  shown  to  every  European 
the  importance  of  self-determination.  Now, 
you  were  still  acting  on  the  theory  of  the 
integrity  of  territory.  What  does  Yugoslavia 
really  imply  in  terms  of  independence 
movements,  in  terms  of  more  countries 
knocking  at  the  door  of  CSCE?  And  what  is 
your  policy? 

The  President  Well,  our  policy  has  been 
negotiations  between  the  parties  involved. 
It  has  been  a  peaceful  resolution  to  this 
country,  one  that  is  not  settled  by  violence. 

I  did  touch  on  this;  this  was  not  the  main 
subject  in  my  conversation  with  Chancellor 
Kohl.  And  I  think  he’s  putting — well,  I 
shouldn’t  say  what’s  he’s  putting.  Let  me 
say  what  we  do.  We’re  putting  some  hope 
on  the  fact  that  this  initiative  by  the  EC, 
the  Dutch  Foreign  Minister  in  the  lead,  will 
buy  some  time  for  the  parties  to  peacefully 
resolve  their  differences. 

But  if  you  make  the  case  that  there  will 
be  a  dissolution  of  Yugoslavia  as  we  now  see 
it,  I  couldn’t  project  for  you,  in  reply  to 
your  question,  what  that  would  mean.  But  if 
it’s  peaceful,  if  there’s  a  peaceful  resolution 
to  these  differences  and  there’s  a  determi¬ 
nation  of  that  nature,  then  I  think  that  the 
United  States,  anyway,  would  have  no  diffi¬ 


culty  with  that. 

We  are  for  the  independence  of  the 
Baltic  States,  for  example,  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  The  way  in  which  they  were  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  Soviet  Union  has  never 
been  recognized  by  the  U.S.  So  there’s  a 
craving  in  many  quarters  for  independence. 

But  this  matter  has  been,  I  think,  proper¬ 
ly  addressed  by  the  EC.  I  salute  them  for 
some  difficult  diplomacy.  And  I’m  hoping 
that  this  matter  can  be  resolved  through 
conversation,  through  dialog.  But  it 
wouldn’t  be  the  part  of  the  U.S.  to  stand  up 
if  the  parties  agreed  on  one  direction  and 
say,  hey,  that’s  unsatisfactory  to  us.  It’s  es¬ 
sentially  a  European  matter,  and  they’re 
coping,  I  think,  in  a  difficult  situation  quite 
well  right  now.  Right  now;  I  don’t  know 
what  will  happen. 

Greece  and  Turkey 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there’s  widespread  ex¬ 
pectation  in  our  part  of  the  world  that  your 
visit  to  Greece  and  Turkey  will  lay  the 
ground  for  a  reconciliation  for  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  two  countries,  and  per¬ 
haps  even  the  signing  of  a  nonaggression 
pact.  What  would  you  respond  to  this? 

The  President.  Listen,  if  our  visit  could 
result  in  something  like  that,  I  would  re¬ 
joice  because  I’d  like  to  see  these  two  coun¬ 
tries  with  whom  we  have  extraordinarily 
friendly  relationships  work  out  their  diffi¬ 
culties.  And  I  can  make  a  case  for  you  that 
this  is  a  good  time  in  history  not  only  for 
that  but  a  resolution  to  the  other  problem 
that  keeps  plaguing  them  both,  and  that’s 
the  question  of  Cyprus. 

And  the  reason  I  say  that  is  that  it  is  in 
my  view  that  both  Mr.  Mitsotakis  and  Ozal 
are  strong  leaders  and  reasonable  people. 
But  I  don’t  want  to  set  as  a  goal  that  that 
you  outlined,  as  a  part  of  a  precedent. 
There’s  something,  it  seems  to  me,  a  little 
bit  arrogant  to  suggest  that  I  can  fly  to 
these  two  countries  and  out  of  that  would 
result  this  solution.  But  if  in  any  way  the 
United  States  can  be  a  catalyst  for  resolu¬ 
tion  of  historic  differences,  so  much  the 
better.  But  I  don’t  want  to  get  the  sights 
up. 

Your  question,  if  I  just  answered  one  sen¬ 
tence  on  it,  I’m  afraid  it  would  raise  antici- 
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pation,  hope  of  what  we  think  we  can  do. 
And  I  want  to  just  sit  and  talk  with  both 
sides  and  both  these  leaders.  I  think  they, 
themselves,  would  concede  that  there’s 
good  relationships  now  between  the  United 
States  and — perhaps  historically  good — and 
those  countries,  both  of  whom  are  very  im¬ 
portant  to  us  not  just  in  a  common  defense 
situation  but  culturally  and  many  other 
ways.  So,  maybe  there’s  a  chance,-  maybe 
there’s  a  chance. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  United  States  en¬ 
tered  the  war,  the  Gulf  war,  with  certain 
friends  and  a  certain  coalition.  Do  you  feel 
that  through  this  experience,  the  passing  of 
the  war,  and  after  the  war,  the  United 
States  has  the  same  friends,  the  same  judg¬ 
ment  of  them,  the  same  coalition?  And 
what  about  Israel  and  that  frame  of  refer¬ 
ence? 

The  President,  I  think  that,  basically,  the 
countries  that  we  worked  with  in  forming 
the  coalition,  and  then  moving  forward  to¬ 
gether  to  kick  the  aggressor  out  of  Kuwait, 
are  still  very  friendly  with  the  United 
States.  There  are  varying  degrees,  obvious¬ 
ly.  We  had  strained  relations  with  Syria. 
Now  I  think  they’re  better.  We’ve  had  his¬ 
torically  great  relations  with  Italy,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  Britain,  France.  And  those  relations 
have  been  nothing  but  enhanced  by  the 
way  the  coalition  worked  and  by  the  U.S. 
role  in  it,  in  my  view. 

Whether  we  can  take  this — and  again,  I 
don’t  want  to  kind  of  sound  chauvinistic  or 
overly  proud,  but  I  do  think  that  out  of  all 
of  this,  the  United  States  has  a  new  standing 
and  a  certain  credibility  in  these  countries 
that  you  mentioned  and  in  other  countries. 
I  think  that  includes  Israel.  You  asked  about 
Israel. 

We  would  like  to  take  that  credibility,  if 
I’m  correct  that  it  exists,  and  be  the  catalyst 
for  peace  in  the  whole  Middle  East.  And 
we’re  running  into  some  difficulties.  They 
wouldn’t  have  been  hard  to  predict  by  any 
of  you  all.  You  follow  foreign  affairs,  and 
you  follow  these  international  tensions.  And 
so,  they’re  predictable,  you  might  say. 
We’re  not  going  to  give  up.  We’re  going  to 
keep  on  trying.  And  I  think  that  various 
countries  are  going  to  have  to  give  a  little. 


I’d  love  to  see  direct  talks  between  the 
parties.  I’d  love  to  see  the  ending  of  this 
boycott.  I’d  love  to  see  an  end  to  the  settle¬ 
ments.  I’d  like  to  see  a  lot  of  things  happen 
that  aren’t  happening.  But  we’re  going  to 
keep  trying.  And  I  think  that  our  participa¬ 
tion  in,  some  might  say,  coleadership  of  the 
coalition  is  helpful  to  us  in  that  regard.  And 
let’s  hope  we  can  move  the  peace  process 
forward. 

Good  God,  that  area — you  see  Israeli  kids, 
you  see  Palestinian  kids,  and  it’s  not  my 
generation,  it’s  not  the  next,  it’s  the  one 
after  that,  that  worries  me.  Do  these  kids, 
whatever  country  they’re  from,  have  to  live 
in  this  kind  of  fear  and  animosity?  Do  they 
have  to  grow  up  now,  yet  another  genera¬ 
tion  of  young  kids,  because  grown  people 
can’t  get  together  to  solve  heretofore  in¬ 
tractable  problems? 

And  so,  I  look  at  it  quite  emotionally,  and 
I  want  very  much  to  have  us  keep  trying.  I 
salute  our  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  tried. 
And  I  can’t  give  you  the  most  optimistic 
answer  right  now  as  to  where  all  of  that 
stands;  I  wish  I  could.  But  we  are  going  to 
stay  involved  for  the  reason  I  gave  you. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  main  agenda 
of  the  London  economic  summit  will  be  the 
Uruguay  round.  But  Japan  and  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Community  seem  to  be  reluctant, 
somewhat  reluctant  to  make  concessions, 
especially  in  the  agricultural  area.  How  are 
you  going  to  persuade  other  leaders  in 
London  in  order  to  lead  to - 

The  President  Well,  first,  I’m  going  to  tell 
them,  hey,  you  guys  aren’t  the  only  people 
protecting.  We’re  guilty.  We’ve  got  legisla¬ 
tion  on  our  books  you  don’t  like.  First,  I’ll 
start  by  pointing  out  that  this  is  a  world 
problem  and  all  of  us — nobody  can  be 
pointing  the  finger  at  the  other  person. 

To  the  degree  agriculture  is  the  hangup, 
and  it  is  a  significant  hangup,  on  the  Uru¬ 
guay  round,  I  will  be  pressing  these  leaders 
on  group  and  one-on-one  to  do  what  is  ex¬ 
traordinarily  difficult  politically  for  some  of 
them,  and  that  is  to  take  on  the  agricultural 
lobby  or  community  in  their  own  countries. 
And  it  isn’t  easy.  And  again,  I  don’t  want  to 
go  there  with  a  holier-than-thou  attitude 
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when  we  talk  about  agriculture.  But  we 
have  friends  that  won’t  be  at  this  summit 
that  are  saying  to  us,  what  about  your 
export  enhancement  program,  for  example. 

So,  we’ve  got  some  problems.  But  it  is 
essential  that  we  move  forward,  we  collec¬ 
tively  move  forward  on  agriculture  if 
there’s  going  to  be  a  successful  conclusion. 
And  there  have  been  some  breakthroughs 
with  Japan  that  we  see  as  positive,  citrus 
and  other  agricultural  products  a  while 
back;  now  we  may  be  making  some  head¬ 
way  on  rice.  I  hope  we  are. 

But  I  will  go  there  saying,  look,  I  know 
it’s  not  easy,  but  we’ve  got  to  get  the  job 
done  now.  And  we  do.  The  way  to  benefit 
the  Third  World,  that  many  of  the  partici¬ 
pants  of  this  summit  will  be  talking  about,  is 
to  get  the  Uruguay  round  concluded.  And 
that’s  going  to  be  the  most  benefit  to  them, 
more  than  any  aid  package  that  you  can  put 
together. 

Soviet-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  Sir,  especially  on  the  G-7  summit  in 
London,  some  people  say  there  is  certain 
ambivalence,  if  not  ambiguity,  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  approach  to  the  Soviet  Union.  So,  sir, 
what  would  you  like  to  see  happen  in  our 
relations  in  the  immediate  future?  Could 
you  describe  your  short-term - 

The  President  As  it  relates  with  the 
summit  or  broader  than  that? 

Q.  Broader. 

The  President  Broader?  I’d  like  to  see  an 
arms  control  agreement.  Broader,  I  would 
like  to  see  continued  cooperation,  which 
has  been  magnificent,  I  might  add,  in  terms 
of  the  coalition  or  the  war  that  Mr.  Saun¬ 
ders  asked  about.  The  cooperation  from  the 
Soviet  Union  surprised  many  people  around 
the  world.  I’d  like  to  see  that  continue,  be¬ 
cause  I  think  these  two  great  powers  must 
work  together  on  regional  problems. 

I’d  like  to  see,  out  of  the  summit,  I’d  like 
to  see  us  have  more  understanding  of  the 
reforms  that  President  Gorbachev  is  under¬ 
taking.  I  would  like  to  feel  that  the  Soviet 
Union  is  as  firmly  embarked  on  the  course 
of  reform  as  I’m  confident  that  President 
Gorbachev  wants  to  see  them.  We’d  like  to 
see — and  this  comes  under  the  heading  of 
their  business,  not  ours,  as  I  was  schooled 
early  on  about  being  careful  about  mingling 


in  the  internal  affairs  of  another  country — 
that  Yeltsin  and  Gorbachev  continue,  and  I 
use  that  word  advisedly,  working  together. 

The  Yeltsin  visit  here  was  a  success  on 
two  counts:  one,  he  came  here  in  the  face 
of  a  magnificent  electoral  victory.  The 
American  people  understood  this.  Here’s  a 
guy  who  took  his  case  to  the  polls,  to  the 
people,  and  won.  And  secondly,  he  came 
here  and  he  did  not  try  to  use  that  visit  to 
put  down  President  Gorbachev.  And  that 
won  him  many  friends  here.  And  I  think 
the  way  in  which  it  worked  out,  hopefully, 
was  a  benefit  to  both  President  Gorbachev 
and  Yeltsin. 

So,  you  ask  what  I’d  like  to  see.  I’d  like  to 
see  that  continue.  And  the  Soviet  Union 
knows  that  we  have  a  longstanding  view 
that  the  Baltics  should  be  free.  Now,  that’s  a 
very  complicated  question,  but  that’s  the 
U.S.  position.  Hasn’t  changed;  won’t  change. 

That’s  just  a  handful  of  the  things  that 
we’re  talking  about.  But  I’d  love  to  see  this 
reform  move  far  enough  forward  and  be  for 
real  enough  that  we  could  then  all  pitch  in 
and  be  of  as  much  assistance  as  possible  in 
terms  of  the  economic  recovery.  The  Soviet 
economy  is  hurting  now,  and  I  say  that  not 
holier-than-thou,  but  it  is;  factually,  the 
Soviet  economy  is  in  bad  shape.  And  it  is 
our  view,  and  I  think  it  will  be  the  view  of 
the  other  G-7  partners,  that  the  way  to 
correct  that,  certainly  longer  run,  is  going 
to  be  privatization,  market  reform,  all  of 
these  things.  So,  we  go  there  to  the  summit, 
to  my  meeting  with  Gorbachev  with  an 
open  mind,  but  we’ve  also  made  clear  that 
we  have  certain  limitations  on  what  we  can 
do  until  reforms  are  firmly  in  place. 

Cyprus 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  question  will  kind 
of  follow  up  my  Greek  colleague’s  question 
with  a  Cyprus  angle.  Now  there  are  hopeful 
signs  for  a  settlement  on  the  issue.  Do  you 
think  your  visit  to  the  region  will  help 
speed  up  this  process?  Do  you  expect  an 
agreement  soon,  and  what  do  you  think  the 
obstacles  are? 

The  President  One,  I’ve  been  told  there 
are  hopeful  signs.  Two,  our  position  is  well- 
known,  and  that  is  continuing  to  support 
the  initiative  of  the  Secretary-General.  And 
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we  don’t  go  there  with  some  bold  new  plan 
that  we  would  throw  before  Mr.  Mitsotakis, 
Mr.  Ozal,  or  Mr.  Vassiliou.  We  aren’t  going 
there  in  that  mode.  But  if,  in  the  talks  we 
have,  the  U.S.  again  can  have  a  catalytic 
role  in  this  age-old  question,  so  much  the 
better. 

Again,  I  don’t  want  to  raise  expectations: 
“Bush  is  coming  to  solve  the  Cyprus  ques¬ 
tion.”  That  would  be  unfair  to  the  people 
on  the  islands;  it  would  be  unfair  to  Greek 
interest  and  Turkish  interest.  But  I  keep 
coming  back  to  this:  They’re  two  reasona¬ 
ble,  strong-willed  leaders.  They  have  a  rea¬ 
sonable  relationship.  This  thing’s  gone  on 
too  long.  And  you’ve  got  a  man  in  Cyprus, 
President  Vassiliou,  who’s  extraordinary  in 
my  view.  And  let’s  hope  we  can  be  helpful. 

But  it  is  not  one  where  the  U.S.  is  going 
to  dictate  an  answer  to  this  problem, 
whether  it’s  Turkish  troops  in  the  island  or 
whether  it’s  the  view  that  the  Greek  Cypri¬ 
ots  won’t  give  fair  enough  representation  to 
the  others.  These  are  problems  that  are  out 
there.  But  we  can’t  solve  those,  the  United 
States.  It’s  going  to  have  the  good  will  of 
people  there  to  do  it. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  can  follow  up  on 
the  Gulf  question:  Given  Saddam  Hussein’s 
assault  on  the  Shiites  and  the  Kurds,  and 
given  his  deceit  over  the  nuclear  weapons 
research  which  has  now  brought  the  re¬ 
newed  threat  of  military  action  by  the 
United  States,  do  you  now  feel  that  you 
stopped  the  ground  war  too  soon  and 
should  have  pressed  on  either  to  Baghdad 
or  until  Saddam  was  overthrown? 

The  President  No,  I  don’t.  And  the  reason 
I  don’t  is  that  much  of  the  legality  of  the 
steps  we’ve  taken  came  through  interna¬ 
tional  sanction,  international  will  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  12  resolutions  of  the  Security 
Council.  And  it  was  not  ever  the  intent  to 
march  into  Baghdad  and  to  get  bogged 
down  in  a  guerrilla  warfare  in  the  city  of 
Baghdad  to  accomplish  that  end. 

Now,  how  do  I  feel  about  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  today?  Do  I  think  he’s  a  liar?  Do  I 
think  he’s  broken  his  word  over  and  over 
again?  Yes.  Will  we  ever  have  normal  rela¬ 
tions  with  this  country  as  long  as  he’s  there? 
No.  Will  the  sanctions  be  removed  as  long 


as  there  is  this  brutal  treatment  of  his  own 
people  and  violation  of  international  law? 
No. 

But  I  don’t  think  we  can  retroactively  go 
back  and  take  a  look  and  say,  well,  the 
world  community  was  wrong  or  certainly 
the  United  States  should  have  unilaterally 
taken  action,  when  you  look  at  what  taking 
action  means.  I  listen  to  the  crowd  around 
here  saying,  “Let  sanctions  work.”  Sanctions 
are  still  on.  Saddam  Hussein  would  still  be 
in  Kuwait  if  we  adopted  that  policy.  Sanc¬ 
tions  are  still  on.  And  there’s  a  lot  of  revi¬ 
sionists  thinking  going  on  in  the  country, 
and  I  don’t  think  that  even  given  hindsight, 
that  I  would  say  we  should  have  done  some¬ 
thing  different  because  I  don’t  know  how 
you  go  about  accomplishing  that  end. 

Now,  perhaps  the  retention  of  these  sanc¬ 
tions,  given  the  pounding  he’s  taken  and 
given  the  fact  that  people  see  how  much  of 
a  liar  he’s  been  on  these  nuclear  things, 
maybe  that  will  facilitate  change  inside 
Iraq.  He  made  a  big  mistake  getting  in¬ 
volved  in  trying  to  conceal  capabilities  for 
restoring,  or  gaining  a  nuclear  bomb  by  re¬ 
storing  his  nuclear  capability.  The  world 
doesn’t  want  this.  The  world  sees  it  for 
what  it  is.  And  shooting  over  the  heads  of 
U.N.  observers  is  a  stupid  thing  to  have 
done. 

But  I  wish  I  could  answer  affirmatively, 
but  I  wouldn’t  answer  affirmatively  to  your 
question  unless  I  could  also  now,  in  retro¬ 
spect,  foresee  what  would  have  been  differ¬ 
ent.  Because  what  I  foresee  would  have 
been  marching  into  Baghdad,  coalition 
forces  getting  sniped  at  and  maybe  not 
finding  Saddam  Hussein,  and  being  bogged 
down  in  an  urban  guerrilla  warfare. 

And  so,  the  critics  now,  some  of  whom 
opposed  our  entry  as  a  coalition  into  the 
war,  saying,  “Well,  you  should  have  gone 
into  Baghdad.”  And  I  say:  Yes,  and  do  what; 
how?  And  we  ought  to  ask  that  because  it 
isn’t  that  easy.  I’m  very  proud  of  the  fact 
that  we,  when  provoked — or  put  it  this  way, 
when  the  Kurds  were  brutalized  and  fled, 
the  United  States  and  France  and  Germany 
on  the  east  and  England,  particularly, 
Canada,  a  lot  of  countries  responded,  did 
something.  That’s  good;  it’s  humanitarian. 
But  to  reconstruct  it  from  the  beginning 
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and  to  say,  “Hey,  you  were  wrong  to  get 
into  this  in  the  first  place” — no,  we  were 
right.  And  to  say,  as  some  in  this  country 
have  done,  those  who  were  my  severest 
critics,  some  of  them  in  the  beginning, 
“Hey,  you  should  have  marched  into  Bagh¬ 
dad” — I  don’t  see  it.  I  don’t  think  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Schwarzkopf  or  General  Powell  sees  it 
either.  I’m  not  sure  that  our  coalition  force 
leaders  would  see  it.  Do  I  wish  he  were  out 
of  there?  You  bet,  you  bet. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  Mr.  President,  we  only 
have  a  couple  minutes  left.  Maybe  a  final 
round  or  question. 

The  President  Dealer’s  choice.  Fire  away. 

Q .  I  have  a  very  quick  one  and  don’t 
expect  a  direct  answer.  But  for  what’s  it 
worth,  when  will  you  start  shooting  or 
bombing  if  Hussein  does  not  surrender  the 
nuclear  equipment  to  your  satisfaction? 

The  President  Do  what? 

Q.  When  would  you  start  taking  military 
action,  shooting  or  bombing  or  what¬ 
ever — 

The  President  You’re  right  in  not  expect¬ 
ing  a  direct  answer.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Can  you  talk  about  the  context? 

The  President  No,  I  can’t  talk  about  any¬ 
thing  other  than  to  just  say  the  options  are 
open.  I’m  a  great  believer,  as  we  think  we 
established  during  the  war,  of  international 
agreement  on  this.  Never  forget  that  the 
thing  that  was  significant  in  all  of  the  coali¬ 
tion  activities  was  the  fact  that  there  was 
broad  international  agreement.  It  wasn’t 
the  superpower  United  States  acting  on  its 
own.  It  was  Canada  in  partnership;  it  was  a 
lot  of  countries  that  aren’t  going  to  be  sit¬ 
ting  around  at  the  G-7  in  cooperation.  So,  I 
can’t  help  you  on  anything  of  that  nature, 
except  to  say  we  take  it  very,  very  seriously. 

I’m  told  that  there  is  some — quote — 
“good  news” — unquote — coming  out  of 
Baghdad  today.  I  haven’t  seen  it,  but 
wherein  Saddam  once  again  states  that  he 
will  fully  cooperate  and  have  inspectors. 
Well,  let’s  see  whether  that  can  work  before 
we  have  to  go  further  with  options. 

Foreign  Policy  Objectives 

Q.  Mr.  President,  against  the  revisionists 
that  you  quoted  frequently  today,  how 
would  you  define  the  national  interests  of 
the  United  States? 


The  President.  Define  it  overall? 

Q.  Overall. 

The  President.  Peace  and  security. 

Q.  But  they  say  the  U.S.  should  not  inter¬ 
fere,  you  have  problems - 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  many  people 
say  that.  But  one  reason  that  U.S.  participa¬ 
tion,  I  think,  was  respected  is  because  of 
the  international  implications  from  the 
United  Nation’s  participation.  And  so,  I 
think  that  helped.  But  look,  we  are  thrilled 
with  the  moves  toward  democracy  and 
freedom  around  the  world.  We  were  elated 
when  the  cold  war  ended  and  when  Ger¬ 
many  was  unified,  and  when  countries  in 
Eastern  Europe — you  don’t  want  to  forget 
them,  incidentally,  as  we  go  to  this  G-7 
summit,  the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe. 
You’ve  got  to  remember  that  their  success 
is  terribly  important  to  freedom-loving 
countries  everywhere.  They  stepped  out 
front.  They’re  making  reforms  that  none  of 
us  around  this  table  would  have  predicted  a 
couple  of  years  ago.  We  have  to  have  them 
succeed.  But  it’s  commitment  to  democracy 
and  freedom,  and  it’s  a  recognition  that  no 
country  can  do  it  all  alone. 

So,  those  are  a  couple  of  our  objectives,  I 
think. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

The  President.  I  hope  I  didn’t  filibuster 
too  much  and  deny  others  the  questions. 
Good  to  see  you  all.  I  thought  I’d  have  been 
asked  about  the  baseball  game  in  Canada. 
[Laughter]  You  failed  to  get  on  the  most 
important  subject. 

Q.  Don’t  follow  sports. 

The  President  You  don’t?  Well,  I  do.  My 
son’s  involved  with  the  Texas  Rangers.  I’d 
like  to  note  that,  and  they’re  in  first  place 
in  the  American  League.  That’s  very  impor¬ 
tant.  [Laughter] 

Good  to  see  you  all.  Good  luck. 

I  can’t  tell  you  how  much  I’m  looking 
forward  to  this.  And  it’s  not  just  the  getting- 
out-of-Washington  syndrome.  I  think  we’re 
going  to,  I  hope  we’ll  get  some  things  ac¬ 
complished.  And  I  really  look  forward  to 
seeing  the  leaders  that  I’m  working  with.  I 
was  on  the  phone  to  a  lot  of  them,  and  I  got 
kidded  about  that — maybe  not  kidded,  nee¬ 
dled  about  it,  I  guess,  sometimes  on  tele¬ 
phone  diplomacy.  But  I’m  a  firm  believer 
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that  contacts  of  the  nature  that  we’re  going 
to  have  are  important. 

And  what  they  guard  against  is  what  I 
talk  about,  about  ships  passing  in  the  night. 
Got  an  agricultural  problem  with  Japan; 
let’s  talk  about  it.  Got  a  big  reorganization 
or  Baltic  problem  with  the  Soviets;  let’s  talk 
about  that.  I  can’t  change  my  position  be¬ 
cause  Gorbachev  might  like  me,  and  he 
damn  sure  isn’t  going  to  change  his  because 
I  like  him.  But  as  I  look  around  this  table 
and  I  think  of  the  leaders,  I  think  a  personal 
relationship  can  be  extraordinarily  helpful. 
And  if  you  can’t  get  agreement,  so  be  it. 
But  at  least  you’ve  tried  in  an  environment 
that  has  the  best  chance  to  succeed. 

And  that’s  why  I  do  spend  a  lot  of  time 
on  this  personal  side.  That’s  why  I  called 
President  Mitterrand  and  had  contacted 
him  to  see  if  such  a  meeting  would  be 
useful,  or  Prime  Minister  Kaifu.  I  don’t 
want  to  get  credit  because  there  is  agree¬ 
ment  on  these  things,  but  Brian — I  mean, 
that  we  sit  down  and  talk  before  these 
meetings  and  try  to  hammer  out  as  many 
difficulties  as  possible.  And  that’s  what  a  lot 
of  this  is  about. 

Anyway,  off  we  go.  Thank  you  all  very 
much. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  11:16  a.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House. 


Remarks  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With 
Regulatory  Barriers  to  Affordable 
July  8,  1991 

Let  me  just  thank  all  the  members  of  this 
advisory  committee  and,  particularly,  our 
Secretary  and  Governor  Kean  and  Lud 
Ashley.  We’ve  got  a  topflight  Commission. 
Earlier  on  with  the  leadership  of  Secretary 
Kemp,  we  set  a  goal  for  the  administration, 
one  million  new  homeowners  by  the  year 
1992.  Jack  tells  me  that  we’ve  got  a  good 
start  on  that.  I  think  it’s  some  650,000  new, 
and  low-  and  moderate-income  homeown¬ 
ers  to  date.  And  that’s  at  a  time  when  the 
economy  hasn’t  been  all  the  best  for  a  lot  of 
people  out  there. 


The  following  journalists  participated:  Akio 
Nomura,  Asahi  Shimbun,  Japan;  Ian  Brodie, 
Daily  Telegraph,  United  Kingdom ;  John 
Saunders,  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  Canada ; 
Stephane  Marchand,  Le  Figaro,  France; 
Carola  Kaps,  Frankfurter  AUegemeine  Zci- 
tung,  Germany;  Alexander  Papachelas, 
Kathimerini,  Greece;  Turan  Yavuz,  Milliyet, 
Turkey;  Furio  Columbo,  La  Stampa,  Italy; 
and  Vitaliy  Gan,  Pravda,  Soviet  Union. 

In  the  interview,  the  following  persons 
were  referred  to:  Prime  Minister  Brian  Mul- 
roney  of  Canada;  Prime  Minister  John 
Major  of  the  United  Kingdom;  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl  of  Germany;  President  Mik¬ 
hail  Gorbachev  of  the  Soviet  Union ;  Foreign 
Minister  Aleksandr  Bessmertnykh  of  the 
Soviet  Union;  Gen.  Mikhail  A.  Moiseyev, 
Chief  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  Soviet 
Union;  Prime  Minister  Constantinos  Mitso- 
takis  of  Greece;  President  Turgut  Ozal  of 
Turkey;  Hans  Van  den  Broek,  Vice  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  European  Community  and  Min¬ 
ister  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  The  Nether¬ 
lands;  President  Boris  Yeltsin  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Russia ;  President  George  Vassiliou  of 
Cyprus;  Gen.  H.  Norman  Schwarzkopf, 
commander  of  the  US.  forces  in  the  Persian 
Gulf;  and  Gen.  Colin  L.  Powell,  Chairman 
of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
this  interview. 


the  Advisory  Commission  on 
Housing 


But  if  we  want  to  have  affordable  housing 
for  all,  and  that’s  certainly  our  objective 
and  goal,  we’ve  got  to  confront  this  prob¬ 
lem  of  regulation  and  excessive  redtape,  the 
bureaucracy  in  times  interfering.  And  these 
are  obstacles  that  make  it  difficult  to  con¬ 
struct  housing  for  low-income  families.  So, 
that’s  why  our  Secretary  and  this  Commis¬ 
sion  have  focused  on  the  maze  of  bureau¬ 
cratic  barriers.  And  I’m  very  anxious  to  get 
a  detailed  report  from  everybody  here 
about  how  it’s  going. 

But  again,  I  want  to  end  by  thanking  you, 


S3S 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  July  9 


Governor,  and  Lud;  of  course,  our  Secretary 
and  other  key  members  of  all  this  who  de¬ 
voted  a  lot  of  time  to  studying  how  we  can 
make  housing  more  affordable.  It  is  a 
worthy  national  goal,  and  we’ve  got  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  And  I  commend  Jack  and  others  at 
HUD  on  the  start,  but  we  recognize  it’s  just 
the  beginning. 

So,  thank  you  all  for  coming. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:38  p.m .  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Thomas  H.  Kean, 
former  Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Commission,  and  Thomas  L. 
Ashley,  president  of  the  Association  of 
Bank  Holding  Companies.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
these  remarks. 


Remarks  at  a  Meeting  of  the  American  Defense  Preparedness 

Association 

July  9,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very  much  for  that  warm 
welcome,  ladies  and  gentlemen.  And  Gen¬ 
eral  Skibbie,  thank  you,  sir,  for  that  intro¬ 
duction.  It’s  a  pleasure  to  be  your  guest 
here.  My  thanks  also  to  the  chairman,  Mac 
Cramer,  and  to  all  of  you  for  coming.  I 
would  single  out,  except  I  can’t  see  them, 
our  three  service  Secretaries  and  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Cooper,  who  are  all  with  us  today.  And 
I  might  say,  all  four  of  them  are  doing  a 
superb  job  for  our  country,  and  I’m  extraor¬ 
dinarily  grateful  to  them. 

I’ve  seen  some  wonderful  things  just  in 
the  last  few  days  around  our  country.  Larry 
touched  on  it,  referred  to  it  a  little  bit,  but 
last  week  Mt.  Rushmore  had  its  dedication; 
Americans  celebrating  their  Nation  and 
their  fighting  forces.  And  here  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  we  enjoyed  an  incredible  fireworks  dis¬ 
play  last  Thursday,  a  spectacle  surpassed 
perhaps  only  by  the  red  glare  of  those  Pa¬ 
triot  missiles  over  Israel  and  Saudi  Arabia. 

And  I  can  tell  you,  maybe  not  as  well  as 
some  of  you  could  tell  me,  that  the  mood  in 
this  country  is  one  of  confidence,  is  one  of 
renewed  patriotism  and  pride,  and  nobody 
can  take  that  away  from  the  United  States. 
It’s  out  there,  and  it’s  strong.  And  a  lot  of  it, 
of  course,  stems  from  the  way  our  men  and 
women  performed  in  Desert  Storm.  And 
somebody  touched  elusively — the  General 
did  a  little  bit,  or  alluded  to  it,  the  Vietnam 
period.  And  let  me  just  say  that  one  of  the 
beautiful  things  about  what’s  happened  out 
there  is  there  is  now  a  justifiable,  long-over- 
due  recognition  and  credit  given  to  those 


who  served  in  Vietnam.  And  I  can’t  tell  you 
how  much  pride  and  pleasure  I  take  out  of 
that. 

You  may  not  realize  it,  this  is  a  little- 
known  fact,  but  today  is  the  anniversary  of 
Zachary  Taylor’s  death.  The  poor  guy  has 
really  suffered  his  share  of  indignities  re¬ 
cently — [ laughter ] — digging  him  up.  But  I 
want  to  set  the  historical  record  straight 
about  Zachary.  I  was  told  that  his  last  words 
were,  “Pass  the  broccoli.”  [Laughter]  Not 
so.  His  last  words  were  really,  “I  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  do  my  duty.” 

And  what  I’ve  done  here  today  is  come  to 
talk  about  our  shared  duty  to  maintain  an 
effective  national  defense.  The  Senate,  as 
everybody  here  knows,  has  started  looking 
at  our  defense  budget.  And  its  deliberations 
could  have  a  profound  impact  on  our  future 
national  security. 

Recognizing  the  changing  international 
environment  and  taking  into  account  do¬ 
mestic  fiscal  constraints,  our  administration 
has  proposed  a  tough,  lean  defense  budget, 
a  proposal  that  consumes  a  smaller  percent¬ 
age  of  our  gross  national  product  than  any 
defense  budget  since  the  Great  Depression. 
Now,  you  don’t  have  to  have  an  accounting 
degree  or  a  chest  full  of  medals  to  under¬ 
stand  that  under  present  circumstances, 
every  penny  we  spend  on  unnecessary  de¬ 
fense  items  will  come  at  the  expense  of 
defense  muscle. 

I  know  that  budget  cuts  are  going  to  hurt. 
They’re  going  to  hurt  some  right  here  in 
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this  room,  and  I  understand  that.  But  we 
will  have  to  set  new  priorities  and  focus  on 
only  our  most  important,  absolutely  vital 
programs.  As  President,  I  have  a  duty  to 
serve  the  national  interest,  and  our  national 
interest  demands  a  defense  budget  that 
guarantees  our  security  at  the  lowest  feasi¬ 
ble  cost. 

And  last  August  I  announced  plans  to  re¬ 
structure  our  Armed  Forces  in  light  of  the 
cold  war’s  end  and  the  emergence  of  a  new 
kind  of  world.  And  I  might  say  that  that 
proposal  was  carefully  thought  out  by  the 
top  people  in  the  Pentagon,  not  only  the 
Joint  Chiefs  but  others,  people  in  whom  1 
have  so  much  confidence.  And  that  propos¬ 
al  recognized  some  fundamental  facts:  One, 
we  don’t  have  a  blank  check  for  defense; 
never  have.  We  must  live  within  our 
means. 

Two,  instabilities  around  the  globe  still 
threaten  us,  and  many  nations  have  ac¬ 
quired  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  And 
when  despots  such  as  this  Saddam  Hussein 
combine  modern  weapons  and  ancient  am¬ 
bitions,  they  do  threaten  us  all.  And 
Saddam  Hussein  isn’t  the  only  despot 
around,  nor,  regrettably,  will  he  be  the  last. 
And  meanwhile,  the  Soviet  Union  remains  a 
military  superpower  with  an  increasingly 
sophisticated  war  machine  and  a  program 
to  modernize,  to  modernize  many  of  its 
weapons  systems. 

And  three,  we  need  the  right  kind  of 
military.  Our  forces  must  have  the  strength 
here  and  abroad  to  discourage  aggression, 
the  mobility  to  meet  unexpected  chal¬ 
lenges,  and  the  flexibility  to  deal  with  ev¬ 
erything  from  ICBM’s  to  regional  conflicts 
to  a  hostage  crisis. 

These  considerations  lie  at  the  heart  of 
our  administration’s  defense  proposals.  And 
any  defense  bill  that  fails  to  incorporate 
them  will  get  my  veto. 

With  that  in  mind,  let  me  talk  about  a 
few  items  that  I  consider  absolutely  crucial, 
beginning  with  the  B-2  Stealth  bomber. 
I’ve  asked  for  75  B-2  bombers,  the  most 
revolutionary  military  aircraft  in  our  Na¬ 
tion’s  history.  And  when  you  hear  certain 
members  of  Congress  complain  about  the 
B~2’s  cost,  remember  that  a  single  B-2  does 
the  job  of  literally  dozens  of  aircraft,  tank¬ 
ers,  escorts,  suppression  and  surveillance 


craft,  and  other  bombers.  And  when  people 
argue  coyly  that  we  only  need  a  few  B-2s 
because  they’re  so  technologically  ad¬ 
vanced,  ask  yourselves:  Should  we  risk  our 
security,  the  lives  of  our  sons  and  daughters, 
and  our  national  credibility  just  because 
some  do  not  want  to  acknowledge  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  advantage  this  weapon  system  will 
give  the  Nation?  Should  we  enter  the  21st 
century  reliant  upon  a  bomber  designed  in 
the  forties  and  built  in  the  fifties? 

Now,  the  B-2  combines  the  range  and 
payload  of  the  B-52  with  the  advantages, 
the  enormous  advantages,  the  proven  ad¬ 
vantages,  of  Stealth  technology.  And  in  the 
end  it  offers  deterrence — nuclear  deter¬ 
rence,  conventional  deterrence — deter¬ 
rence  all  across  the  spectrum.  Think  about 
the  costs;  think  about  military  operations; 
think  about  our  long-range  national  security 
needs,  and  you’ll  conclude  that  we  do, 
indeed,  need  two  full  wings  of  the  B-2. 

Some  also  seem  reluctant  to  spend  money 
protecting  Americans  from  accidental  or  in¬ 
tentional  ballistic  missile  attacks.  We’ve 
asked  Congress  to  support  the  GPALS 
system — that’s  Global  Protection  Against 
Limited  Strikes.  Anyone  who  thinks  we  will 
face  threats  more  severe  than  the  Scud  mis¬ 
sile — won’t  face  them — are  deluding  them¬ 
selves.  If  we  want  to  protect  ourselves  and 
deter  aggression,  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
develop  defense  technologies  such  as  “Bril¬ 
liant  Pebbles”  that  lie  within  our  reach. 
This  includes  GPALS. 

As  we  prepare  for  the  future,  we  must 
also  ask  what  kind  of  military  force  struc¬ 
ture  we  need.  Our  Gulf  experience  rein¬ 
forced  the  valuable  role  that  the  Reserves 
can  play.  And  it  also  showed  that  we  don’t 
need  the  kind  of  Reserve  components  the 
House  insists  that  we  keep.  The  House  de¬ 
fense  bills  would  spend  nearly  $12  billion 
over  the  next  5  years  on  unneeded  Reserve 
positions  and  operations.  This  money  would 
come,  frankly,  at  the  expense  of  programs 
that  all  our  forces,  Active  and  Reserve,  will 
need. 

We  learned  many  things  in  the  Gulf, 
many,  many  things,  a  number  of  which 
were  anticipated  in  the  defense  speech  that 
I  gave  last  August  2d — ironically,  if  you 
think  back,  the  very  day  Saddam  invaded 
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Kuwait.  And  we  learned  that  nations  of  the 
world  can  and  will  act  collectively  to  deal 
with  aggression.  They’ll  try  diplomacy  first, 
as  well  we  should  and  as  well  we  did,  and 
use  military  action  only  as  a  last  resort.  We 
learned  that  the  United  States  alone — it’s 
only  the  United  States  that  can  mobilize  the 
international  community  and  then  lead  it 
through  such  efforts.  That  leadership  was 
not  just  coincidence  or  nice  to  have;  it  was 
a  prerequisite  for  our  collective  success. 
And  I  salute  those  in  our  country  that  led. 

We  learned  that  high-tech  weapons  are 
not  pricey,  expensive  toys,  as  critics  have 
claimed  for  many  years.  They  minimize  ci¬ 
vilian  casualties,  maximize  damage  to  mili¬ 
tary  targets,  shorten  wars,  save  lives — 
American  lives;  in  this  instance,  coalition 
lives;  and  yes,  even  enemy  lives.  We  must 
never  forget  any  life  unnecessarily  lost  is  a 
tragedy,  especially  in  times  of  war. 

It  would  be  a  shame  if  so  soon  after  this 
war  we  disregarded  these  lessons.  And  it 
would  be  a  travesty  to  waste  money  on  de¬ 
fenses  that  would  not  have  helped  us  in  the 
Gulf  and  won’t  help  us  meet  our  future 
challenges.  As  the  Senate  begins  its  delib¬ 
erations,  I  urge  it  to  pass  a  budget  that 
defends  people,  not  pork;  that  enables  us  to 
fight  the  next  war,  not  the  last  one;  that 
promotes  national  security,  period. 

Let  me  tell  you  now,  if  the  Congress 
sends  me  a  defense  bill  that  is  inadequate, 
that  fails  to  fund  needed  programs  and 
wastes  money  at  the  expense  of  defense 
muscle,  no  matter  how  big  a  bill,  how 
urgent,  I  will  veto  it. 

You  see,  we  have  tried,  we  have  tried  to 
restore  proportion  to  Federal  Government 
and  use  the  office  of  the  Presidency  to 
make  decisions  that  might  seem  too  painful, 
understandably  so,  to  Representatives  or 
Senators.  I  understand  where  they’re 
coming  from.  I  was  a  Member  of  the  United 
States  Congress;  I’ve  served  there,  and  I 
know  the  genuine  pressure  on  Members  of 
Congress  to  advance  the  interests  of  their 
home  district  or  of  their  State. 

Thirty  years  ago,  in  his  valedictory  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  Nation,  Dwight  Eisenhower 
emphasized  several  themes  that  remain  im¬ 
portant  today.  ‘‘A  vital  element  in  keeping 
the  peace  is  our  military  establishment,”  he 
said.  “Our  arms  must  be  mighty,  ready  for 


instant  action,  so  that  no  potential  aggressor 
may  be  tempted  to  risk  his  own  destruc¬ 
tion.”  And  yet,  Ike  also  cautioned  that  our 
efforts  must  serve  national  interests  and  na¬ 
tional  needs,  not  the  narrow  concerns  of 
specific  industries  or  interest  groups. 

A  new  world  order  demands  a  new  set  of 
defense  priorities.  And  together,  we  can  put 
those  priorities  into  action.  As  attention 
turns  toward  the  Senate  now,  I  ask  your 
help  in  creating  a  military  strong  enough  to 
protect  our  interests,  but  lean  enough  to 
preserve  public  faith  in  Government. 

I  am  delighted  to  have  had  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  express  those  who  are  knowledgea¬ 
ble  in  this  field  and  who  can  be  extraordi¬ 
narily  helpful  in  pursuing  the  ends  I’ve  out¬ 
lined  here.  Thank  you  for  all  you  do.  Thank 
you  for  your  continued  efforts  to  keep 
America  safe  and  strong. 

Let  me  close  on  a  matter  not  exactly  re¬ 
lated  to  our  defense  program.  Yesterday  I 
had  an  interview  with  some  journalists.  I’m 
fixing  to  go  overseas  on  a  rather  prolonged 
trip,  and  we  met  with  the  journalists  from 
many  of  the  countries  that  I  will  be  visiting. 
And  one  of  the  people  asked  the  question 
to  me  about  the  war  against  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein.  And  the  question  was  put:  Well,  given 
events  since  victory,  do  you  think  it  was 
worthwhile?  Do  you  think  what  you  did  as 
a  country,  not  individually,  but  do  you  think 
what  you  did  was  worthwhile?  I  think  that 
was  the  way  the  question  was  phrased.  And 
I  said:  I  have  never  been  more  convinced 
that  what  we  did  was  worthwhile. 

Some  are  moving  the  goalposts.  Some  are 
trying  to  redefine  what  the  war  was  about. 
Was  it  instant  democracy  in  Kuwait?  Was  it 
the  total  demise  of  Saddam  Hussein?  It 
wasn’t  these.  An  international  coalition 
came  together.  We  utilized  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  a  way  that  it’s  never  been  utilized, 
but  perhaps  its  framers  thought  it  would  be 
utilized.  And  we  decided  that  aggression 
would  not  stand. 

And  one  of  the  reasons  we  were  success¬ 
ful  in  proving  to  the  world  that  aggression 
would  not  stand  was  because  of  the  men 
and  women  in  the  Armed  Forces  and  be¬ 
cause  we  had  the  equipment,  because  we 
had  the  technology  to  make  our  words  of 
warning  count. 
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And  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  this 
revisionistic  theory,  thinking  that  we’re 
hearing  around  this  town  and  other  places 
is  as  wrong  as  it  can  be  because,  in  my 
view,  with  the  thanks  of  a  fantastic  military 
and  the  equipment  and  the  people,  we  did 
something  noble.  We  kicked  aggression 
right  out  of  Kuwait,  and  we  said  to  the 
aggressor:  The  international  community  and 
international  law  won’t  stand  for  this  kind 
of  behavior  in  the  future.  And  that  was  the 
message.  It  is  relevant;  it  is  strong.  And  that 
is  why  I  am  so  determined  that  we  have  a 
defense  budget  and  a  defense  capability  in 
the  future  that  will  permit  us,  if  ever  called 


upon,  to  make  very  clear  to  an  aggressor, 
your  aggression  will  not  stand. 

Thank  you  all  very  much.  And  may  God 
bless  our  country. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:28  a.m.  in 
the  Grand  Ballroom  at  the  J.W.  Marriott 
Hotel.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Lt 
Gen.  Lawrence  Skibbie  and  Mac  Cramer, 
president  and  chairman  of  the  association ; 
Donald  B.  Rice,  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force; 
Michael  P.W.  Stone,  Secretary  of  the  Army; 
H.  Lawrence  Garrett  III,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy;  and  Henry  F.  Cooper ;  Director  of  the 
Strategic  Defense  Initiative  Organization. 


Remarks  at  the  Presentation  Ceremony  for  the  National  Medal  of 
the  Arts 
July  9,  1991 


Thank  you  all  for  coming  to  the  White 
House.  And  I’m  sure  glad  we’re  doing  this 
indoors — [ laughter ] — instead  of  out.  But 
may  I  salute  Secretary  Lujan,  a  member  of 
our  Cabinet;  Mr.  Frohnmayer,  my  dear 
friend  who  heads  this  arts  effort  and  does  it 
most  effectively,  I  might  say.  Senator  Hatch 
was  to  be — right  back  here,  Orrin  Hatch. 
And  then,  in  front  of  him,  Chairman,  our 
distinguished  Senator,  Claiborne  Pell.  And 
Congressman  Yates  was  coming,  and  he  is 
modestly  in  the  back  row  along  with  an¬ 
other  Congressman,  Ralph  Regula  there, 
but  more  than  welcome,  both  champions  of 
the  arts,  bringing  good  judgment  and  bal¬ 
ance  to  the  questions  that  concern  us  all. 
So,  I  salute  them. 

And  let  me  just  say  how  pleased  we  are 
to  see  here  the  members  of  the  President’s 
Committee  on  the  Arts  and  the  Humanities, 
so  many  corporate  patrons  without  whom 
the  arts  would  not  flourish  as  much  as  they 
do,  and  then  of  course,  especially  today,  the 
family  and  the  friends  of  the  honored  re¬ 
cipients. 

We’re  delighted  to  welcome  you  to  this 
historic  East  Room.  This  afternoon  we 
honor  with  the  National  Medal  of  the  Arts  a 
group  of  men  and  women  whose  creative 
efforts  really  do  capture  America’s  vigor 


and  spirit. 

Our  artists  draw  on  inspirations  and  cul¬ 
tures  from  around  the  world,  but  then  rein¬ 
terpret  them  in  distinctive  ways,  creative 
ways,  American  ways.  And  their  passion  and 
their  genius  and  their  courage  add  new  di¬ 
mension  to  our  lives.  They  remind  us  of  a 
truth  expressed  long  ago  by  William  Blake, 
who  wrote:  “Nations  are  destroyed  or  flour¬ 
ish  in  proportion  as  their  poetry,  painting, 
and  music  are  destroyed  or  flourish.” 

And  fortunately  for  us,  art  in  America  is 
alive  and  well.  In  all  its  forms,  it  captures 
the  exhilarating  feeling  of  being  an  Ameri¬ 
can,  daring  everything,  dreaming  every¬ 
thing,  reaching  for  everything.  And  more 
importantly,  it  inspires  Americans  to  dare 
more,  dream  more,  and  reach  further. 

Today  we  honor  several.  The  honorees 
express  vital  emotions  and  truths.  Pearl 
Primus  weaves  together  dance  and  anthro¬ 
pology,  calls  forth  the  joy  and  excitement 
and  spiritual  vigor  of  our  African  and  Carib¬ 
bean  heritage.  Pietro  Belluschi’s  innovative 
architectural  designs,  they  evoke  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  this  land,  particularly  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  His  works  evoke  scenes  as  vari¬ 
ous  as  soaring  mountain  summits  and  quiet 
forest  floors  checkered  by  slanting  sun¬ 
beams. 
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Roy  Acuff  keeps  alive  the  undying  tradi¬ 
tion  of  authentic  country  music,  and  I  con¬ 
fess,  I  love  that  music.  And  he  has  helped 
make  country  music — really  he’s  the  father 
of  it,  you  might  say.  I  don’t  want  to  date 
Roy,  but  the  father,  and  really  has  made  it 
what  it  is  today,  a  music  for  all  Americans, 
an  art  form  that  doesn’t  hold  back  one 
single  thing.  And  it  captures  the  joys  and 
the  aches  and  the  frustrations  that  most  of 
us  feel,  but  few  of  us  can  express. 

In  a  world  where  people  too  often  try  to 
reduce  life’s  imponderables  to  black-and- 
white  entries  on  a  spreadsheet,  our  award 
winners  provide  color  and  depth  and  per¬ 
spective. 

Teacher  and  painter  Richard  Diebenkorn 
does  not  blink  from  the  challenge  of  ex¬ 
pressing  himself  as  he  sees  fit.  In  his  studio 
or  his  classroom,  he  teaches  the  importance, 
the  necessity  of  personal  integrity.  Honi 
Coles,  Charles  “Honi”  Coles’  exuberant 
dance  captures  the  sheer  vitality  and  the 
joy  of  the  American  spirit.  And  it  shows 
that  you  can’t  be  fully  American  without 
breaking  into  a  sweat  and  having  fun  from 
time  to  time. 

We  often  talk  of  a  new  world  character¬ 
ized  by  competition  and  enterprise,  but  our 
kids  will  not  enjoy  full  lives  if  they  don’t 
experience  and  appreciate  art.  A  life  with¬ 
out  art  is  flat  and  dull  and  gray.  And  it 
contains  none  of  the  highs  and  lows  that 
give  meaning  to  daily  affairs.  Some  of  our 
honorees  have  devoted  their  careers  to  en¬ 
suring  that  all  Americans  enjoy  the  enrich¬ 
ing  influence  of  art. 

Maurice  Abravanel  keeps  symphony 
music  popular  by  conducting  and  teaching. 
With  his  Santa  Fe  Opera,  John  Crosby  gives 
young  American  singers  the  opportunity  to 
train  and  perform  here  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try.  And  Isaac  Stern — Barbara  demanded  to 
sit  next  to  Isaac  Stern — [laughter] — ex¬ 
presses  the  nobility  that  lies  within  us  all 
with  his  heart  and  that  magnificent  violin. 
And  just  this  year,  in  the  middle  of  a  threat¬ 
ened  Scud  missile  attack  in  Tel  Aviv,  he 


returned  to  the  stage  and  continued  play¬ 
ing.  Isaac  Stern  does  more  than  play  an 
instrument;  he  inspires  us  with  his  virtuosi¬ 
ty,  his  courage,  and  his  commitment  to  hu¬ 
manity. 

We  also  want  to  recognize  benefactors 
who,  through  vision  and  steadfast  commit¬ 
ment,  keep  art  alive.  American  art  thrives 
because  of  arts  administrators  like  our  own 
J.  Carter  Brown,  who  has  molded  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gallery  into  a  museum  really  for  the 
entire  Nation.  Volunteers  enhance  our  arts, 
men  and  women  like  R.  Philip  Hanes,  Jr., 
whose  generous  patronage  has  guided  the 
regional  and  national  growth  of  the  arts 
council  movement.  It  is  unlikely,  but  Philip 
will  not  want  to  claim  that  he  and  I  were 
classmates  at  college  many  years  ago,  but  I 
claim  it — proudly,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
[Laughter] 

We  owe  a  debt  to  passionate  stewards  of 
the  arts  such  as  the  famed  Kitty  Carlisle 
Hart,  a  distinguished  performer  committed 
to  making  quality  art  available  to  all  Ameri¬ 
cans.  And  artists  can  continue  to  develop 
and  flourish,  as  I  mentioned  earlier,  because 
of  corporate  sponsors  like  Texaco,  which  has 
set  a  standard  in  corporate  philanthropy 
through  its  half-century  of  generous  support 
for  the  arts. 

As  we  honor  these  beacons  of  excellence, 
I’m  reminded  of  something  that  President 
Kennedy  once  said:  “In  serving  his  vision, 
the  artist  best  serves  his  nation.”  And  you 
honorees  have  all  served  our  Nation  bril¬ 
liantly.  Thank  you.  Congratulations.  It’s  a 
joy  to  have  you  here. 

And  now,  I’d  simply  like  to  ask  John 
Frohnmayer  to  assist  me  in  presenting  to 
you  these  symbols  of  our  Nation’s  gratitude 
and  high  esteem. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:03  p.m.  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks  he  referred  to  John  E.  Frohnmayer, 
Chairman  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts. 
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Remarks  on  Presenting  Presidential  Citations  to  Joe  DiMaggio  and 
Ted  Williams 
July  9,  1991 


The  President  Welcome  to  the  Rose 
Garden.  And  may  I  salute,  first  of  all,  the 
Members  of  Congress  that  are  down  here, 
one  of  them  former  big-leaguer  Jim  Bun- 
ning,  now  a  Congressman,  who  you  may 
know.  And  probably  you  hit  them  over  the 
fence  off  this  guy.  But  nevertheless — 
[laughter] — welcome,  all  you  fellows.  And 
two  Senators  here  and,  of  course,  our  com¬ 
missioner,  Fay  Vincent,  and  especially  to 
Joe  DiMaggio  and  Ted  Williams. 

And  before  I  get  started  I  want  to  single 
out  the  LSU  Tigers  championship  baseball 
team.  We  re  proud  of  them.  And  I’m  sorry 
that  your  coach  couldn’t  be  up  here,  Skip 
Bertman,  because  of  surgery.  But  I  just 
can’t  tell  you  how  welcome  you  are  here  in 
the  Rose  Garden.  I  hope  you’ll  have  a  good 
tour  around  Washington,  DC.  [Laughter] 

Now,  Sandra  Bertman  is  here  somewhere. 
Right  there.  Welcome,  Sandra. 

Well,  this  year  that  ball  club — I  don’t 
know  if  you  all  know  this — won  55  games  to 
tie  a  university  record.  And  they  also 
played  in  their  fifth  college  world  series  in 
the  last  6  years.  So,  they’re  dominating  col¬ 
lege  baseball.  And  it’s  most  appropriate  that 
we  have  so  many  members  of  the  Louisiana 
congressional  delegation  here  to  honor 
them.  Let  me  just  ask  the  team  to  stand  up 
so  we  can  at  least  identify  you  guys.  Wel¬ 
come,  welcome,  welcome. 

And  now  to  the  other  honored  guests, 
Number  5  and  Number  9.  Looking  at  these 
two  greats,  standing  next  to  them,  I  have  a 
confession.  I  didn’t  think  that  I’d  get  to 
meet  royalty  so  soon  after  the  Queen’s  visit. 
But  nevertheless,  here  they  are. 

I  don’t  want  to  reminisce  too  much,  but  I 
was  17  years  old  during  their  famous  1941 
season,  50  years  ago.  And  like  many  Ameri¬ 
can  kids  in  those  days  and  today,  I  followed 
those  box  scores  closely,  watched  the  mag¬ 
nificent  season  unfurl.  In  those  days  1  was, 
Joe,  a  Red  Sox  fan,  and  my  brother,  though, 
a  Yankee  fan.  And  50  years  later,  that  ’41 
season  just  remains  a  season  of  dreams. 

Half  a  century  ago,  with  much  of  the 


world  already  at  war,  baseball  staged  one  of 
its  greatest  seasons.  Brooklyn  won  its  first 
pennant  in  21  years  and  clashed  with  its 
crosstown  rival,  the  Yankees,  in  a  memora¬ 
ble  World  Series.  The  Yanks  took  the  series, 
but  our  guests,  in  their  own  ways,  really 
carried  the  entire  season. 

Who,  even  now,  does  not  marvel  at  the 
Splendid  Splinter  and  the  Yankee  Clipper? 
These  genuine  heroes  thrilled  Americans 
with  real  deeds.  Both  on  the  scene  loomed 
larger  than  life,  on  the  baseball  fields  and 
then  onto  the  battlefields.  And  both  men 
put  off  their  baseball  careers  to  serve  their 
countries.  Their  service  deprived  them,  I 
think  every  baseball  lover  will  tell  you,  of 
even  greater  statistics,  but  also  enhanced 
their  greatness  in  the  eyes  of  their  country¬ 
men.  Today,  as  we  remember  them,  we 
honor  them. 

Next  week,  we’ll  witness  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  what  many  consider  baseball’s 
greatest  feat,  Joe  DiMaggio ’s  56-game  hit¬ 
ting  streak.  No  one  has  gotten  really  close 
to  that  before  or  since.  In  a  song  of  the  era, 
“Joe,  Joe  DiMaggio,  we  want  you  on  our 
side,”  well,  I  think  everybody  felt  that  way 
then  and  now.  And  this  entire  Nation  did, 
that’s  for  sure.  Decades  later,  he  was  named 
baseball’s  greatest  living  ballplayer. 

Like  Joe,  today’s  other  guest  displayed  a 
special  kind  of  magnetism  on  the  baseball 
diamond.  Ted  Williams,  people  will  tell  you, 
has  many  sides.  He’s  an  ardent  conserva¬ 
tionist,  an  avid  fisherman,  a  pilot  who 
served  in  both  World  War  II  and  Korea. 
And  I’m  going  to  ask  him  to  help  me  with 
my  press  relations.  Do  you  remember  how 
all  that  used  to  work  out  there  in  baseball? 
But  I  can  learn  from  him.  He  told  it  as  it 
was. 

But  he  is  also,  perhaps,  the  greatest  hitter 
in  baseball  history.  Fifty  years  ago,  he  did 
what  no  one  has  done  since:  He  eclipsed 
•400  in  the  regular  season.  Most  of  you 
know  how  he  finished  off  that  campaign. 
Ending  the  season  there  was  this  double- 
header.  Ted  was  hitting  .3995,  statistical 


844 


Administra tio n  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  July  9 


equivalent  of  .400,  of  an  even  .400.  And  to 
protect  that  average,  his  manager  wanted 
him  to  sit  it  out.  He  refused.  He  went  6  for 
8,  and  he  finished  at  .406.  That  kind  of 
courage  and  determination,  frankly,  made 
him  one  of  our  all-time  greats. 

Joe  DiMaggio  won  the  honors  as  the  Most 
Valuable  Player  in  ’41.  He  batted  .325  in  his 
career  and,  amazingly,  retired  with  almost 
as  many  home  runs  as  strikeouts.  And  of 
course,  throughout  it  all  he  displayed  his 
famous  grace  and  modesty  that  set  such  a 
great  example  for  our  country. 

Ted  won  six  batting  titles.  And  in  1960,  at 
42,  he  retired  as  only  a  deity  could.  He 
stroked  a  home  run,  number  521,  in  his 
final  at-bat. 

We’ll  think  of  these  men  tonight  as  we 
watch  the  62d  All-Star  Game  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  we’ll  remember,  too.  We’ll  re¬ 
member  how  Joe  played  in  11  All-Star 
Games.  We’ll  recall  how  50  years  ago  this 
month,  Ted  gave  the  midsummer  classic 
one  of  its  most  dramatic  moments,  a  three- 
run  ninth-inning  wallop  in  Detroit  that 
gave  the  American  League  a  7-5  victory. 

As  we  leave  for  Toronto,  just  in  a  little 
bit,  let  me  speak  for  the  old  guys  here:  May 
God  bless  these  heroes  of  our  youth.  Again, 
my  congratulations  to  LSU,  the  heroes  of 
tomorrow  in  the  pro  leagues,  I’m  sure.  We 
welcome  you  here.  We  welcome  you  for 
what  you  stand  for  as  the  NCAA  champions 
over  these  past  years.  And  we’re  very  grate¬ 
ful  to  have  you  here. 

And  so,  let  me  leave  you  with  no  further 
ado  before  embarrassing  Ted  and  Joe  to  say 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
Mulroney  of  Canada  in  Toronto 
July  9,  1991 

The  Prime  Minister.  I’m  delighted  to  wel¬ 
come  the  President  and  his  party  to 
Canada.  We’ve  had  an  opportunity  for  a 
very  good  review  of  the  situation  before  the 
baseball  game,  in  particular,  the  situation  as 
it  relates  to  the  G-7  summit  upcoming  in 
London  next  week.  I  think  that  the  Ameri- 


a  word,  if  they  will.  Play  ball.  It’s  all  yours, 
Ted. 

Mr.  Williams.  I’ve  always  realized  what  a 
lucky  guy  I’ve  been  in  my  life.  I  was  born 
in  America.  I  was  a  marine  and  served  my 
country,  and  I’m  very,  very  proud  of  that.  I 
got  to  play  baseball  and  had  a  chance  to  hit. 
I  owe  so  very,  very  much  to  this  game  that 
I  love  so  much.  I  want  to  thank  you,  Mr. 
President.  I  think  you’re  doing  a  tremen¬ 
dous  job.  And  I  want  you  to  know  you’re 
looking  at  one  of  the  greatest  supporters 
you’ll  ever  have.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  Joe,  you  have  the  last 
word - 

Mr.  DiMaggio.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President, 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  I’m  honored.  Thank 
you  so  much.  And  to  you  LSU  players  out 
there,  congratulations  on  your  champion¬ 
ship.  I  know  the  feeling.  I’ve  been  in  one  or 
two  myself.  It’s  nice  to  be  here  with  you. 
And  thank  you  again. 

The  President.  And  now  may  I  ask  Major 
Bonwit  to  read  the  citations,  please. 

[At  this  point,  Maj.  David  Bonwit,  Marine 
Corps  Aide  to  the  President,  read  the  cita¬ 
tions.  ] 

The  President  Thank  you  all  for  coming. 
Thank  you  all  for  coming  to  the  White 
House. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:04  p.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  baseball  commis¬ 
sioner  Fay  Vincent  and  retired  players  Ted 
Williams,  the  Splendid  Splinter,  and  Joe 
DiMaggio ,  the  Yankee  Clipper. 


With  Prime  Minister  Brian 


can  and  the  Canadian  positions  are,  in 
many  areas,  very  compatible. 

As  far  as  Canada  is  concerned,  we  don’t 
expect  either  blank  checks  or  miracles  in 
London,  but  we  expect  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  to  arrive  with  a  very  serious  plan  to 
fundamentally  reform  the  economy  of  the 
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Soviet  Union.  And  if  that  takes  place,  my 
expectation  is  that  there  will  be  a  positive 
and  constructive  response  from  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  G-7. 

I  believe  that’s,  by  and  large,  the  position 
of  most  of  the  leaders  with  whom  I’ve  chat¬ 
ted  so  far.  And  the  President  can  tell  you 
about  his  own  expectations.  But  we  had  the 
chance  to  touch  on  this,  the  situation  in 
Iraq,  some  bilateral  matters  where  we  have 
a  very  good  bilateral  relationship. 

And  so,  I  thank  the  President  for  his  visit, 
and  I  look  forward  to  the  ball  game  a  little 
later  on. 

Mr.  President. 

The  President  Merci ,  Monsieur  le  Presi¬ 
dent  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  the 
Prime  Minister  said  about  the  expectations 
for  the  G-7  meeting.  But  I  will  say  this,  that 
once  again  I  have  found  in  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  a  man  whose  judgment  I  value  on  these 
matters.  I  think  on  Canada-U.S.,  the  rela¬ 
tionship  is  very,  very  good,  the  bilateral  re¬ 
lationship.  And  as  we  had  this  tour  d’hori- 
zon ,  we  discovered  that  we  were  looking 
eye- to-eye  at  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  inter¬ 
national  matters. 

So,  it’s  a  pleasure  to  be  here.  This  is  a 
night  for  baseball,  but  I,  too,  will  be  glad  to 
respond  to  several  questions. 

South  Africa 

[At  this  point ,  a  question  was  asked  and 
answered  in  French .] 

The  Prime  Minister.  The  question,  Mr. 
President,  was  in  regard  to  your  response 
on  sanctions,  on  South  Africa.  I  indicated 
that  Canada  was  part  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  on  sanctions,  that  we  were  going  to 
stick  to  the  sanctions  until  our  common- 
front  partners  felt  that  we  had  met  all  the 
criteria,  but  that  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States,  you  were  guided  by  criteria  from 
Congress  and  that  you  would  be  responding 
to  that  in  your  own  time. 

The  President  Well,  let  me  simply  add  to 
that  that,  yes,  the  American  law  is  clear. 
And  when  the  conditions  set  out  by  Con¬ 
gress  were  met,  the  President  will  lift  the 
sanctions.  It’s  not  a  question  of  exercising  a 
lot  of  judgment;  it’s  a  question  of  determin¬ 
ing  whether  these  five  conditions  have 
been  met.  And  we  are  getting  very  close  to 


making  a  final  decision,  and  I  will  make  it 
in  accordance  with  U.S.  law.  It  is  different 
than  the  Commonwealth  arrangements  that 
Prime  Minister  Mulroney  referred  to. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  understand  your  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  law,  but  what  do  you  say  to 
the  argument  that  black  South  Africans 
really  won’t  be  free  of  apartheid  until 
there’s  a  new  constitution  and  they  get  the 
right  to  vote?  And  why  not  keep  that  pres¬ 
sure  of  sanctions  on  until  South  Africa  goes 
over  the  top,  so  to  speak? 

The  President  My  view  is,  when  the  five 
conditions  have  been  met,  that  it  will  be 
better  for  all  South  Africans  to  keep  the 
process  of  reform  moving  forward.  I  think  it 
will  benefit  their  economy,  and  I  think  that 
will  mean  more  jobs  for  blacks.  I’ve  never 
been  enthusiastic  about  sanctions  in  the  first 
place,  if  you  want  to  know  the  truth.  But  I 
think  that  de  Klerk  has  done  things  that 
none  of  us  would  have  dreamed  possible  in 
effecting  and  moving  towards  change  and 
freedom  and  moving  towards  the  ultimate, 
total  elimination  of  apartheid. 

And  our  law  is  clear.  And  I  plan  to  not 
seek  some  way  out  of  it,  but  I  plan  to  en¬ 
force  it.  And  I’ll  do  it  very  cheerfully  be¬ 
cause  that  is  my  view. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  that  South  Africa 
will  go  that  final  step? 

The  President  I’m  confident  that  as  long 
as  we  don’t  slap  President  de  Klerk  in  the 
face  after  he  achieves  what  we  set  out  as 
goals  and  we  do  what  we  should  do,  I  think 
that  will  encourage  further  development 
and  further  fairness  and  further  elimination 
of  racial  barriers  that  are  offensive  to  every¬ 
body. 

Q.  Apart  from  the  different  criteria  that 
you’ve  outlined  in  each  country  for  the  lift¬ 
ing  of  sanctions,  would  you  say,  in  President 
Bush’s  words,  that  you  see  eye-to-eye  on 
this  matter  as  you  do  on  other  international 
matters?  And  is  the  sanctions  question, 
whether  sanctions  should  be  lifted  by  Com¬ 
monwealth  nations,  in  any  way  linked  to 
your  own  plans  to  visit  that  country  in  the 
fall? 

The  Prime  Minister.  No.  We’ve  had  a  dis¬ 
agreement  with  the  American  administra¬ 
tion  going  back  to  the  days  when  the  Presi¬ 
dent  was  the  Vice  President.  Canada  firmly 
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believed  that  sanctions  were  the  only  way 
to  go  in  terms  of  bringing  a  racist  regime  to 
its  knees  and  bringing  about  the  necessary 
changes,  which  is  why  we  were  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  the  design  and  the  application  of 
the  sanctions  package  in  1984-85. 

Now,  we  always  recognized  that  the 
American  administration  could  quite  prop¬ 
erly  take  another  course  of  action,  which  it 
did.  We  have  implemented  our  sanctions 
pursuant  to  a  series  of  criteria  which  once 
met,  we  will  change.  We  don’t  believe  they 
have  been  met,  and  until  we  meet  with  the 
Commonwealth  foreign  ministers  in  the 
near  future,  we  won’t  make  that  decision. 
But  we  recognize  there’s  another  school  of 
thought  in  regard — there’s  no  difference  on 
the  objective  being  sought.  The  objective 
being  sought  by  President  Bush  and  myself 
was  always  the  elimination  of  apartheid. 
And  there  was  no  question  about  that.  It 
was  just  the  way  of  getting  there. 

But  I  think  that  we  both  recognize  that 
President  de  Klerk  has  made  some  remark¬ 
able  strides  forward,  and  that  has  to  be  rec¬ 
ognized  and  acknowledged  and,  indeed,  ap¬ 
plauded. 

The  President  It’s  very  interesting — if  I 
might,  with  your  permission,  sir — it’s  very 
interesting  that  in  the  United  States,  some 
of  those  Senators  who  were  in  the  forefront 
of  putting  into  effect  the  sanctions  laws  are 
now  saying  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  sanctions,  provided  these  five  condi¬ 
tions  are  met.  For  example,  one  of  the  most 
respected  U.S.  Senators  is  Senator  Lugar  of 
Indiana,  and  I  know  he  was,  early  on,  a 
strong  advocate.  But  he  also  was  in  the  fore¬ 
front  on  the  enactment  or  the  creating  of 
these  laws  that  govern  what  the  President 
does.  And  he,  I  think,  has  said  as  recently  as 
today  that  it  would  be  appropriate  if  these 
sanctions  are  lifted  in  accordance  with  the 
law. 

And  so,  I  look  at  it,  hey.  I’m  there  to 
execute — they  made  the  laws,  and  I’m  there 
to  faithfully  execute  and  fulfill  my  obliga¬ 
tions  as  President  under  the  law. 

Q.  Today  the  IOC  [International  Olympic 
Committee]  made  a  decision  to  allow  South 
African  athletes  into  the  ’92  Olympics.  I’m 
wondering  if  this  is  going  to  change  Can¬ 
ada’s  policy  on  not  allowing  Canadian  ath¬ 
letes  to  participate  in  the  same  event  as 


South  African  athletes. 

The  Prime  Minister.  There  will  be  no 
change  in  our  policy  whatsoever.  We  de¬ 
vised  our  policies  in  conjunction  with  our 
fellow  members  of  the  Commonwealth 
some  5  or  6  years  ago.  We  have  executed 
them  in  tandem  with  all  the  members  of 
the  Commonwealth  but  one.  And  there  will 
be  no  change  in  our  policy  until  we  have  an 
opportunity  to  get  together  with  our  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  Commonwealth  in  the  late 
summer. 

Q.  Does  this  mean  that  Canadian  athletes 
then  will  not  be  sponsored  to  go  to  the 
Olympics? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Well,  it  means  exact¬ 
ly  what  I  said.  There  will  be  a  meeting  in 
the  late  summer  or  early  autumn,  and  we’ll 
try  and  deal  with  the  matter  then. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  Mr.  Bessmertnykh 
and  the  rest  of  the  team  that  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  is  sending  to  Washington  find  any 
willingness  to  give  on  the  American  posi¬ 
tion?  And  secondly,  if  these  START  talks 
are  wrapped  up  this  weekend,  will  that 
affect  our  posture,  the  G-7  posture  towards 
aid  to  the  Soviets? 

The  President.  No,  I  don’t  think  anything 
that’s  decided  regarding  START  will  have 
any  effect  on  the  thinking  of  the  United 
States  or  these  other  countries.  I  think,  as 
the  Prime  Minister  very  eloquently  stated, 
we  are  in  very  close  agreement  as  to  what 
should  happen.  We  were  going  to  welcome 
Mr.  Gorbachev  there.  I  think  it’s  a  very 
good  thing  he’s  coming.  But  I  wouldn’t 
think  that  if  there  is  a  START  agreement, 
that  that  would  change  for  other  countries 
this  broad  formulation  we’re  talking  about. 

Now,  in  terms  of  the  summit,  I  want  to 
have  a  summit  with  President  Gorbachev.  I 
think  it’s  a  good  thing.  I  did  talk  to  my  dear 
friend  Brian  Mulroney  today  about  subjects 
that  all  of  us  need  to  talk  to  the  Soviets 
about.  You  can’t  do  it  in  1  hour  at  lunch  in 
London  or  with  18,000  observers  in  a  multi¬ 
faceted  meeting  in  London.  There  are  a  lot 
of  things  we  need  to  talk  about. 

But  one  of  the  criteria  for  having  a 
summit  has  been,  on  both  sides,  a  solution 
to  the  START  question,  as  you  know.  And 
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so,  what  were  going  to  do  is  to  sit  down 
with  Moiseyev  and  Bessmertnykh,  who 
have  come  in  response  to  an  appeal  I  made 
to  President  Gorbachev — and  I  thank  him 
for  that — to  see  if  we  can’t  iron  out  a  couple 
of  major  technical  problems  with  START 
and  then  a  few  other  smaller  problems. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  overstate  my  anticipa¬ 
tion  on  this  because  I’m  not  that  sure  we 
can  hammer  it  out  before  I  see  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev  for  our  bilateral  meeting  in  London  at 
all.  I  think  that  the  very  fact  they  are  here 
is  responding  to  one  thing  that  I  felt  strong¬ 
ly  about,  is  that  we  need  to  make  clear  to 
the  Soviets  that  we  are  activating  our  bu¬ 
reaucracy  in  every  way  possible.  And  I 
think  this  is  a  very  good  sign  on  his  part 
that  he  is  willing.  Secretary  Cheney  had 
plans  that  we  were  enthusiastic  about,  get¬ 
ting  the  poor  guy  a  day  or  two  of  rest.  He’s 
turned  around  to  come  back  to  Washington. 
And  we  have  demonstrated  in  every  way 
we  can  how  important  we  think  these  talks 
are. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  raise  the  hopes  of  a 
lot  of  people  in  the  United  States  and  in 
other  countries  that  want  to  see  a  START 
agreement.  We’ll  wait  and  see.  I  don’t  know 
what’s  going  to  happen  in  these  talks.  But  I 
think  we’ve  given  and  given,  and  I  hope 
the  Soviets  understand  that.  And  we’ve  got 
to  get  in  a  deal  that  not  only  are  we  enthu¬ 
siastic  about  but  one  that  can  get  through 
the  Congress.  So,  I’ll  leave  it  right  there. 

Q.  They  won’t  find  any  more  give  in  our 
position? 

The  President  I’m  just  not  saying.  When 
you  go  into  a  card  game  you  don’t — into  a 
negotiating  session  you  don’t  say,  “Hey,  by 
the  way,  we  want  to  compromise  on  points 
a,  b,  d,  or  e.”  I  mean,  we’ll  sit  down  and 
talk  to  them.  And  we  have  given,  and  we 
have  taken,  I  hope,  a  little  bit,  gotten  a 
little  bit  of  flexibility  on  their  part.  And 
that’s  the  way  this  negotiation  will  be  ap¬ 
proached. 

Q.  The  Prime  Minister,  in  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  your  discussions  on  the  future  of 
President  Gorbachev,  referred  to  his 
chances  of  both  political  and  economic  sur¬ 
vival.  Do  you,  both  of  you,  have  any  doubts 
of  conscience  about  the  chances  of  political 
or  economic  survival  of  Gorbachev? 

The  President  In  the  first  place,  I  think 


that’s  a  matter  for  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Soviet  Union  to  determine  who’s  going  to 
be  in  control  there.  I  think  when  Mr.  Yelt¬ 
sin  won  that  landslide  victory  and  then 
came,  at  least  speaking  for  the  United 
States,  came  to  the  United  States  and  spoke 
of  new  cooperation  with  Gorbachev,  that 
was  a  good  thing.  As  I  look  at  the  situation, 
I  think  that  is  very  much  of  a  reassurance,  if 
you  will,  that  President  Gorbachev  will  be 
around  as  President  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

And  so  we,  for  the  United  States,  do  not 
anticipate  his  demise  in  any  way.  And  yet 
these  matters,  the  final  determination,  obvi¬ 
ously  should  be  for  the  people  of  the  Soviet 
Union  to  determine. 

The  Prime  Minister.  On  that,  when  you 
have  a  country  larger  than  the  United 
States,  with  a  population  base  larger  than 
the  United  States,  whose  GNP  is  between 
30  and  35,  40  percent,  perhaps,  max,  of  that 
of  the  United  States,  you  have  a  country  in 
very  serious  trouble.  Everybody  knows  that. 
Mr.  Gorbachev  happens  to  be  President  of 
that  country,  whose  system  brought  about 
the  downfall  of  the  economy. 

He  is  coming  to  London,  in  our  judg¬ 
ment,  the  judgment  of  Canada,  as  a  man 
who  has  demonstrated  great  leadership  in¬ 
stincts  and  great  leadership  examples.  His 
reaching  out  to  the  United  States  and  recip¬ 
rocal  responses  has  been  very  constructive 
and  very  helpful  internationally.  But  he’s 
got  very  serious  problems  that  can  only  be 
addressed  by  fundamental  reforms  in  his 
economy.  And  I  suppose  all  we’re  saying  in 
regard  to  the  economic  survival  is  that, 
indeed,  unless  there  are  strong  moves  to¬ 
wards  a  market  economy  within  time- 
frames,  it’s  doubtful  whether  he  can  get  it 
all  done  in  a  required  period  of  time. 

So,  the  response  to  him,  I  think,  from  all 
of  us  will  be  constructive  and  helpful.  He 
has  more  than  proven  his  worth  as  a  very 
impressive  leader.  But  on  this,  we’re  all 
from  Missouri,  and  we’ve  all  got  to  be 
shown  before — as  I  indicated  elsewhere, 
we’re  not  going  to  throw  good  money  after 
bad.  We  want  to  help,  but  we  want  to  do  it 
in  a  very  constructive  and  appropriate  way. 
And  I  think  that’s  the  general  attitude  of 
most  of  the  G-7  leaders. 

Thank  you.  Merci  beaucoup. 
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The  President.  Merci  beaucoup.  Un  gran 
plaisir.  Je  pratice  mon  franqais.  [Thank  you 
very  much.  A  great  pleasure.  I  am  practic¬ 
ing  my  French.]  How  do  you  say  “next 
time”? 

The  Prime  Minister.  La  prochaine  fois. 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  La  prochaine  fois ,  je  serai 
parfait  en  franqais.  [Next  time,  I  will  be 
perfect  in  French.]  [Laughter] 

Q.  Are  you  preparing  for  your  Presiden¬ 
tial  visit - 


The  President.  Fm  thinking  about  going 
to  London. 

Note:  The  President’s  87th  news  conference 
began  at  7:18  p.m.  in  the  indoor  batting 
tunnel  of  the  Sky  dome.  In  the  news  confer¬ 
ence ,  he  referred  to  State  President  F.  W.  de 
Klerk  of  South  Africa.  The  President  and 
the  Prime  Minister  later  attended  the  base¬ 
ball  All-Star  Game  played  at  the  Skydome. 
Following  the  game ,  the  President  returned 
to  Washington ,  DC. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Treaty  on  Conventional 
Armed  Forces  in  Europe 
July  9,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  the 
Treaty  on  Conventional  Armed  Forces  in 
Europe  (CFE).  The  Treaty  includes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  documents,  which  are  integral  parts 
thereof:  the  Protocol  on  Existing  Types 
(with  an  Annex  thereto),  the  Protocol  on 
Aircraft  Reclassification,  the  Protocol  on  Re¬ 
duction,  the  Protocol  on  Helicopter  Recate¬ 
gorization,  the  Protocol  on  Information  Ex¬ 
change  (with  an  Annex  on  Format),  the  Pro¬ 
tocol  on  Inspection,  the  Protocol  on  the 
Joint  Consultative  Group,  and  the  Protocol 
on  Provisional  Application.  The  Treaty,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Protocols,  was  signed  at 
Paris  on  November  19,  1990.  I  transmit 
also,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the 
Report  of  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
Treaty. 

In  addition,  I  transmit  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  six  documents 
associated  with,  but  not  part  of,  the  Treaty 
that  are  relevant  to  the  Senate’s  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  Treaty:  Statement  by  the  Union 
of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics,  dated  June  14, 
1991;  Statement  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  dated  June  14, 
1991,  responding  to  the  Statement  by  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  (State¬ 
ments  identical  in  content  were  made  by 
the  20  other  signatory  states  on  the  same 
date.  Copies  of  these  Statements  are  also 


transmitted.);  Declaration  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
on  the  Personnel  Strength  of  German 
Armed  Forces,  dated  November  19,  1990; 
Declaration  of  the  States  Parties  to  the 
Treaty  on  Conventional  Armed  Forces  in 
Europe  With  Respect  to  Personnel 
Strength,  dated  November  19,  1990;  Decla¬ 
ration  of  the  States  Parties  to  the  Treaty  on 
Conventional  Armed  Forces  in  Europe 
With  Respect  to  Land-Based  Naval  Aircraft, 
dated  November  19,  1990;  and  Statement 
by  the  Representative  of  the  Union  of 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics  to  the  Joint  Con¬ 
sultative  Group,  dated  June  14,  1991.  The 
first  two  Statements  are  legally  binding  and 
constitute  a  separate  international  agree¬ 
ment,  while  the  latter  four  documents  rep¬ 
resent  political  commitments. 

The  CFE  Treaty  is  the  most  ambitious 
arms  control  agreement  ever  concluded. 
The  complexities  of  negotiating  a  treaty  in¬ 
volving  22  nations  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
armaments  spread  over  an  area  of  more 
than  two  and  a  half  million  square  miles 
were  immense.  Difficult  technical  issues 
such  as  definitions,  counting  rules,  methods 
for  destroying  reduced  equipment,  and  in¬ 
spection  rights  were  painstakingly  negotiat¬ 
ed. 

The  Treaty  is  the  first  conventional  arms 
control  agreement  since  World  War  II.  It 
marks  the  first  time  in  history  that  Europe- 
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an  nations,  together  with  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  have  agreed  to  reduce  and  nu¬ 
merically  limit  their  land-based  convention¬ 
al  military  equipment,  especially  equipment 
necessary  to  conduct  offensive  operations. 
Significantly,  the  reductions  will  eliminate 
the  overwhelming  Soviet  numerical  advan¬ 
tage  in  conventional  armaments  that  has  ex¬ 
isted  in  Europe  for  more  than  40  years.  The 
Treaty’s  limits  enhance  stability  by  ending 
force  disparities,  and  they  limit  the  capabil¬ 
ity  for  launching  surprise  attack  and  initiat¬ 
ing  large-scale  offensive  action  in  Europe. 

The  Treaty  contains  a  wide-ranging  veri¬ 
fication  regime.  Under  this  regime,  in 
which  intrusive  on-site  inspection  comple¬ 
ments  national  technical  means  to  monitor 
compliance,  ground  and  air  forces  of  the 
participating  states  in  the  area  of  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  Treaty  will  be  subject  to  inspec¬ 
tion,  either  at  declared  sites  or  with  chal¬ 
lenge  inspections.  The  Treaty  also  provides 
for  a  detailed  information  exchange  on  the 
command  organization  of  each  participating 
state’s  land,  air,  and  air  defense  forces  as 
well  as  information  about  the  number  and 
location  of  each  participating  state’s  military 
equipment,  subject  to  the  limitations  and 
other  provisions  of  the  Treaty.  This  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  updated  periodically  and  as 
significant  changes  to  such  data  and  reduc¬ 
tions  of  equipment  take  place. 

The  military  equipment  to  be  reduced 
and  limited  consists  of  battle  tanks,  armored 
combat  vehicles,  artillery,  attack  helicop¬ 
ters,  and  combat  aircraft  in  service  with  the 
conventional  armed  forces  of  the  States  Par¬ 
ties  in  Europe  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Urals.  Inclusion  of  the  Baltic  military  dis¬ 
trict  within  the  area  of  application  of  the 
Treaty  ensures  that  the  Treaty’s  limits  apply 
comprehensively  to  all  Soviet  forces  within 
the  area.  This  does  not  represent  any 
change  in  the  long-standing  U.S.  policy  of 
nonrecognition  of  the  forcible  incorporation 
of  the  Baltic  States  into  the  Soviet  Union. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  40-month  reduc¬ 
tion  period,  the  numerical  limits  on  this 


equipment  in  the  area  of  application  for 
each  group  of  participating  states  will  be  as 
follows:  20,000  battle  tanks,  30,000  armored 
combat  vehicles,  20,000  pieces  of  artillery, 
2,000  attack  helicopters,  and  6,800  combat 
aircraft.  All  military  equipment  subject  to 
and  in  excess  of  these  limits  that  was  in  the 
area  of  application  at  the  time  of  Treaty 
signature  or  entry  into  force  (whichever 
amount  is  greater)  must  be  destroyed  or, 
within  specified  limits,  converted  to  non¬ 
military  or  other  purposes.  Subceilings  are 
established  for  specific  geographical  zones 
within  the  area  of  application,  the  purpose 
of  these  being  to  thin  out  forces  on  the 
central  front  while  forestalling  buildups  in 
the  flank  areas.  Under  the  so-called  “suffi¬ 
ciency  rule”  of  the  Treaty,  no  State  Party 
may  hold  more  than  approximately  one- 
third  of  the  total  amount  of  equipment  in 
these  five  categories  permitted  within  the 
area  of  application  as  a  whole. 

Above  and  beyond  eliminating  force  dis¬ 
parities  and  limiting  the  capability  for 
launching  large-scale  offensive  action,  the 
CFE  Treaty  will  be  of  major  importance  in 
laying  the  indispensable  foundation  for  the 
post-Cold  War  security  architecture  in 
Europe.  Only  with  this  foundation  in  place 
can  we  move  from  a  European  security 
order  based  on  confrontation  to  one  based 
on  cooperation. 

I  believe  that  the  CFE  Treaty  is  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  United  States  and  rep¬ 
resents  an  important  step  in  defining  the 
new  security  regime  in  Europe.  It  achieves 
unprecedented  arms  reductions  that 
strengthen  U.S.,  Canadian,  and  European 
security.  Therefore,  I  urge  the  Senate  to 
give  early  and  favorable  consideration  to 
the  Treaty  and  its  related  Protocols  and  An¬ 
nexes,  and  to  give  advice  and  consent  to  its 
ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  9,  1991. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  a  Report  on  Federal 
Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Conservation 
July  9,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 

As  required  by  section  403(c)  of  the  Pow- 
erplant  and  Industrial  Fuel  Use  Act  of  1978, 
as  amended  (42  U.S.C.  8373(c)),  I  hereby 
transmit  the  twelfth  annual  report  describ¬ 
ing  Federal  actions  with  respect  to  the  con¬ 
servation  and  use  of  petroleum  and  natural 


gas  in  Federal  facilities,  which  covers  calen¬ 
dar  year  1990. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  9,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  the  Economic  Sanctions 
Against  Libya 
July  9,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

1.  I  hereby  report  to  the  Congress  on  the 
developments  since  my  last  report  of  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  1991,  concerning  the  national  emer¬ 
gency  with  respect  to  Libya  that  was  de¬ 
clared  in  Executive  Order  No.  12543  of  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1986.  This  report  is  submitted  pur¬ 
suant  to  section  401(c)  of  the  National 
Emergencies  Act,  50  U.S.C.  1641(c);  section 
204(c)  of  the  International  Emergency  Eco¬ 
nomic  Powers  Act  (“IEEPA”),  50  U.S.C. 
1703(c);  and  section  505(c)  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Security  and  Development  Coopera¬ 
tion  Act  of  1985,  22  U.S.C.  2349aa-9(c). 

2.  Since  my  last  report  on  January  11, 
1991,  the  Libyan  Sanctions  Regulations  (the 
“Regulations”)  31  C.F.R.  Part  550,  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Assets  Con¬ 
trol  (“FAC”)  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  have  been  amended.  This  amend¬ 
ment,  published  on  May  6,  1991,  56  FR 
20541,  adds  an  appendix  to  the  Regulations 
containing  a  list  of  organizations  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  within  the  term  “Government 
of  Libya”  (Specially  Designated  Nationals  of 
Libya).  A  copy  of  this  amendment  is  at¬ 
tached.  Since  January  11,  1991,  there  have 
been  no  amendments  or  changes  to  orders 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce  or  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation  implementing 
aspects  of  Executive  Order  No.  12543  relat¬ 
ing  to  exports  from  the  United  States  and 
air  transportation,  respectively. 


3.  During  the  current  6-month  period, 
FAC  made  15  decisions  with  respect  to  ap¬ 
plications  for  licenses  to  engage  in  transac¬ 
tions  under  the  Regulations,  as  well  as  4 
amendments  to  previously  issued  licenses. 
Several  of  these  licenses  were  issued  to 
former  employees  of  the  People’s  Commit¬ 
tee  for  Students  of  the  Socialist  People’s 
Libyan  Arab  Jamahiriya,  also  known  as  the 
PCLS,  to  permit  them  to  engage  in  court 
actions  against  the  PCLS  to  recover  salary, 
severance  pay,  and  other  unpaid  benefits. 

4.  Various  enforcement  actions  men¬ 
tioned  in  previous  reports  continue  to  be 
pursued,  and  investigations  of  possible  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  Libyan  sanctions  were  initiated. 
The  recent  amendment  to  the  Regulations 
listing  organizations  determined  to  be  Spe¬ 
cially  Designated  Nationals  (“SDNs”)  of 
Libya  publicly  identifies  organizations  locat¬ 
ed  outside  Libya  that  have  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  FAC  to  be  owned  or  controlled 
by,  or  acting  on  behalf  of,  the  Government 
of  Libya.  For  purposes  of  the  Regulations, 
all  dealings  with  the  organizations  listed 
will  be  considered  dealings  with  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Libya.  All  unlicensed  transac¬ 
tions  with  these  persons,  or  in  property  in 
which  they  have  an  interest,  are  prohibited. 
The  initial  listing  of  48  Libyan  SDNs  is  not 
intended  as  a  static  list,  but  will  be  aug¬ 
mented  from  time  to  time  as  additional  or- 
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ganizations  or  individuals  owned  or  con¬ 
trolled  by,  or  acting  on  behalf  of,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Libya  are  identified. 

5.  The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  6-month  period  from 
December  15,  1990,  through  June  14,  1991, 
that  are  directly  attributable  to  the  exercise 
of  powers  and  authorities  conferred  by  the 
declaration  of  the  Libyan  national  emergen¬ 
cy  are  estimated  at  $254,700.  Personnel 
costs  were  largely  centered  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Treasury  (particularly  in  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Assets  Control,  the  Office 
of  the  General  Counsel,  and  the  U.S.  Cus¬ 
toms  Service),  the  Department  of  State,  and 
the  Department  of  Commerce. 

6.  The  policies  and  actions  of  the  Govern¬ 


ment  of  Libya,  such  as  support  for  terrorism 
and  international  destabilization  and  the 
pursuit  of  offensive  weapons  systems,  par¬ 
ticularly  chemical  weapons,  continue  to 
pose  an  unusual  and  extraordinary  threat  to 
the  national  security  and  foreign  policy  of 
the  United  States.  I  shall  continue  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  powers  at  my  disposal  to  apply  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  against  Libya  as  long  as 
those  measures  are  appropriate,  and  will 
continue  to  report  periodically  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  on  significant  developments  as  re¬ 
quired  by  law. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  9,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Convention  for  a  North 
Pacific  Marine  Science  Organization 
July  9,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Convention  for  a  North 
Pacific  Marine  Science  Organization 
(PICES),  which  was  done  at  Ottawa  on  De¬ 
cember  12,  1990,  and  signed  by  the  United 
States  on  May  28,  1991.  I  transmit  also,  for 
the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  by 
the  Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the 
Convention. 

I  believe  that  the  new  organization  to  be 
created  by  the  Convention  will  contribute 
significantly  to  understanding  the  role  of 
the  ocean  in  global  change  as  well  as  ad¬ 
dress  other  pressing  scientific  problems  in 
the  northern  North  Pacific  Ocean  region. 
Since  understanding  global  change  is  one  of 
my  highest  scientific  priorities,  I  believe 
that  it  is  very  important  that  the  United 
States  ratify  the  Convention  in  time  to  par¬ 
ticipate  formally  in  the  initial  work  of  the 
organization. 

PICES  would  advance  scientific  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  region’s  interactions  between 
the  ocean,  atmosphere,  and  land,  their  role 
in  and  response  to  global  weather  and  cli¬ 
mate  change,  impacts  on  flora,  fauna,  eco¬ 


systems,  and  their  uses,  and  responses  to 
human  activities,  filling  the  current  need 
for  such  coordination  and  cooperation  in 
scientific  research  in  the  region.  This  may 
include: 

•  regional  aspects  of  some  global  change 
research; 

•  research  on  living  resources  and  their 
ecosystems,  broader  than  traditional 
fisheries  research,  resulting  in  a  sound 
scientific  basis  for  taking  living  re¬ 
source  management  decisions  (al¬ 
though  PICES  itself  would  not  deal 
with  management); 

•  research  on  pollution  and  environmen¬ 
tal  quality;  and 

•  other  research  that  requires  broad  co¬ 
ordination  and  an  interdisciplinary  ap¬ 
proach,  including  identification  of 
pressing  research  problems  and  plan¬ 
ning  research  programs,  developing 
and  coordinating  multinational  re¬ 
search  projects,  promoting  exchange  of 
scientific  data  and  information,  and  or¬ 
ganizing  scientific  workshops  and  sym¬ 
posia. 

Canada,  the  People’s  Republic  of  China, 
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Japan,  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics,  and  the  United  States  cooperated  in 
the  development  of  the  Convention,  which 
will  enter  into  force  following  ratification, 
acceptance,  or  approval  by  three  of  the  pos¬ 
sible  five  signatory  States.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  Convention  will  enter  into  force 
before  the  end  of  1992.  A  few  non-signatory 
nations  are  expected  to  accede  to  the  Con¬ 


vention  after  it  has  entered  into  force. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early 
and  favorable  consideration  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  rati¬ 
fication. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  9,  1991. 


Memorandum  on  the  Combined  Federal  Campaign 
July  9,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Executive 
Departments  and  Agencies 

This  has  been  a  special  year  for  all  Ameri¬ 
cans.  We  have  experienced  a  coming  to¬ 
gether,  a  rebirth  of  patriotism  and  service 
to  the  Nation.  Whether  speaking  of  Desert 
Storm  or  the  Thousand  Points  of  Light,  I 
am  reminded  daily  that  Federal  employees 
have  been  in  the  forefront  making  magnifi¬ 
cent  contributions.  In  this  regard,  the  Com¬ 
bined  Federal  Campaign  is  an  avenue 
through  which  thousands  of  Federal  em¬ 
ployees  voluntarily  express  their  concern 
for  others.  It  is  also  very  gratifying  and  re¬ 
warding  for  those  of  us  in  top-level  positions 
to  be  a  part  of  this  important  and  purpose¬ 
ful  endeavor  by  taking  on  leadership  roles 
in  the  Combined  Federal  Campaign. 

I  am  delighted  to  tell  you  that  Secretary 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
July  10,  1991 

The  President  Let  me  begin  with  a  state¬ 
ment,  and  then  I  will  take  a  few  questions. 

First,  let  me  state  that  apartheid  must  be 
eliminated.  We’ve  worked  with  the  nations 
of  the  world  to  bring  an  end  to  this  system 
of  racial  prejudice  by  every  means  possible. 
Political  and  economic  pressure  had  been 
brought  against  the  Government  of  South 
Africa  by  the  United  States  and  by  other 
nations  for  the  last  several  years.  Progress 
has  been  slow  and  often  painful.  But 


of  Labor  Lynn  Martin  and  Martin  L.  Allday, 
Chairman,  Federal  Energy  Regulatory 
Commission,  have  agreed  to  serve  as  co¬ 
chairs  of  the  1991  Combined  Federal  Cam¬ 
paign  of  the  National  Capital  Area.  I  am 
asking  that  you  support  Secretary  Martin 
and  Chairman  Allday  by  personally  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  campaign  in  your  agency 
and  appointing  a  top  official  as  your  vice 
chairman. 

Your  commitment  and  visible  support 
will  help  to  guarantee  a  successful  cam¬ 
paign  this  year.  Together,  we  must  do  ev¬ 
erything  we  can  to  encourage  Federal  em¬ 
ployees  everywhere  to  do  their  part  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  1991  Combined  Federal  Cam¬ 
paign. 

George  Bush 


progress  has  definitely  been  made. 

During  the  last  2  years,  we’ve  seen  a  pro¬ 
found  transformation  in  the  situation  in 
South  Africa.  Since  coming  to  office  in 
1989,  President  de  Klerk  has  repealed  the 
legislative  pillars  of  apartheid  and  opened 
up  the  political  arena  to  prepare  the  way 
for  constitutional  negotiations.  As  I’ve  said 
on  several  occasions,  I  really  firmly  believe 
that  this  progress  is  irreversible. 

Much  remains  to  be  done;  let’s  be  very 
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clear  on  that  point.  But  I’ve  been  impressed 
with  the  commitment  by  President  de 
Klerk,  by  Nelson  Mandela,  by  Chief  Buthe- 
lezi  and  many  others  to  continue  to  build  a 
constitutional  democracy  in  South  Africa. 
We  will  use  all  available  means  to  encour- 
age  this  process  through  to  its  successful 
conclusion. 

The  Congress  anticipated  this  situation  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Comprehensive  Anti- 
Apartheid  Act  of  1986,  which  placed  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  against  South  Africa.  That 
law  anticipated  the  benefit  of  lifting  these 
sanctions  as  a  means  of  encouraging  the 
Government  of  South  Africa  and  the  people 
of  South  Africa  to  continue  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  eliminating  apart¬ 
heid. 

I  have  today  just  signed  and  issued  an 
Executive  order  terminating  the  sanctions 
against  South  Africa.  And  in  doing  so,  based 
on  a  recommendation  from  Secretary 
Baker,  I  have  determined  that  the  South 
African  Government  has  met  all  five  of  the 
conditions  for  these  sanctions  to  end  as  set 
forth  very  clearly  in  the  act. 

And  other  measures,  sanctions,  including 
the  arms  embargo  and  restrictions  on  our 
ability  to  support  South  Africa  at  the  IMF, 
are  unaffected.  These  other  sanctions 
remain  in  effect. 

This  morning  I  talked  just  now  to  Nelson 
Mandela,  a  fairly  long  talk  with  him,  to  tell 
him  personally  of  the  commitment  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  support 
equality  in  South  Africa.  I  told  him  of  my 
personal  belief  that  lifting  the  sanctions  at 
this  time  is  the  right  thing  to  do  in  order  to 
encourage  continued  change  in  his  country, 
to  help  provide  a  more  stable  and  dynamic 
economy  in  which  the  blacks  of  South 
Africa  can  participate. 

Tomorrow  I  intend  to  call  President  de 
Klerk  to  indicate  to  him  that  we  expect  the 
progress  he  has  made  so  far  to  continue. 
Incidentally,  on  the  Mandela  call,  we’ve 
been  in  reasonably  frequent  touch,  and  I 
told  him  that  certainly  that  consultation  will 
certainly  continue.  And  he  seemed  to  be 
understanding  and  pleased  about  that. 

The  peaceful  transition  to  the  new  South 
Africa  will  not  occur  in  a  vacuum.  South 
Africa  must  achieve  full  economic  health 
through  a  strong  rate  of  growth  if  it  is  to 


meet  the  expectations  of  all  South  Africans 
for  a  better  life.  The  end  of  sanctions  on 
trade  and  investment  will  encourage  this 
process.  And  we  hope  that  State  and  local 
governments  and  private  institutions  in  the 
United  States  will  take  note  of  our  action 
and  act  accordingly  to  help  build  a  new 
South  Africa,  to  help  build  employment  op¬ 
portunity  in  South  Africa. 

And  so,  my  appeal  here  and  my  appeal  at 
this  G-7  meeting  that  I’m  fixing  to  go  to 
will  be  that  we  all  must  help  now.  And  I’m 
therefore  directing  that  our  assistance  to 
black  South  Africans  be  doubled  from  its 
present  level  of  $40  million,  and  these 
funds  will  be  used  to  expand  our  efforts  to 
prepare  black  South  Africans  to  participate 
fully  in  the  revitalization  of  their  economy 
and  to  help  meet  the  most  pressing  needs 
of  blacks  in  the  areas  of  housing  and  educa¬ 
tion. 

This  is  a  moment  in  history  which  many 
believed  would  never  be  attained.  But 
we’ve  done  so  through  the  efforts  of  many 
people  in  South  Africa  and  around  the 
world.  And  in  that  sense,  this  is  a  time  for 
reflection  and  it’s  also  a  time  when  all  who 
care  about  the  future  of  South  Africa,  as  1 
do,  should  rededicate  themselves  to  stay  the 
course  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  democ¬ 
racy.  There  has  been  dramatic  change.  The 
law  says  when  the  five  conditions  are  met 
the  sanctions  will  come  off.  I’ve  signed  that 
today.  But  all  is  not  totally  well  there,  and 
we  will  continue  to  be  actively  involved,  as 
actively  involved  as  we  can  be. 

So,  that  is  my  statement,  and  now  I’ll 
refer  to  Tom  Raum  [Associated  Press]  for 
the  first  question. 

South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  con¬ 
cerns  or  reservations  that  in  moving  now  to 
remove  the  sanctions  you  might  actually 
have  the  effect  of  undermining  some  of  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  rather  than 
helping? 

The  President  I  had  no  flexibility  in  con¬ 
sidering  that,  but  my  view  is  we  will  not  be 
undermining  the  progress.  Sometimes  one 
wants  to  recognize  the  changes,  the  very 
constructive  changes,  that  have  taken  place 
and  then  see  what  the  next  step  is.  And  in 
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my  view,  the  mandate  by  Congress  is  a 
proper  one.  And  I  think  now  that  our  role 
should  be  encouraging  consultation  be¬ 
tween  the  parties,  all  of  them,  be  it  Buthe- 
lezi,  Mandela,  de  Klerk,  to  see  that  the 
progress  made  can  be  built  upon.  So,  I  don’t 
have  any  thoughts  like  that  at  all. 

Q.  May  I  follow  up,  sir?  What  do  you  say 
to  groups  like  the  NAACP  and  Amnesty 
International,  and  even  House  Speaker 
Tom  Foley,  that  all  the  five  conditions  have 
not  been  met  and  there  are,  in  fact,  still 
political  prisoners  in  South  Africa? 

The  President  I  say  to  him — well,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  under  our  definition,  there 
are  not.  Mr.  Mandela  pointed  out  to  me 
that  under  different  definitions  of  the  pris¬ 
oner,  what  can  constitute  a  prisoner,  there 
may  be  people  that  are  prisoner.  Under  the 
way  the  Congress  defined  prisoner — and 
I’m  going  to  refer  these  technical  questions 
to  Secretary  Cohen,  who  has  done  a  fantas¬ 
tic  job  on  all  of  this — we  are  complying 
fully.  But  in  terms  of  how  I  respond  to  crit¬ 
ics  on  this,  I  say,  look,  one,  were  complying 
with  the  law  you  people  wrote,  and  second¬ 
ly,  I  happen  to  think  it’s  the  right  thing  to 
do.  I  believe  that  this  will  result  in  more 
progress  towards  racial  equity  instead  of 
less  and  certainly  in  more  economic  oppor¬ 
tunity  rather  than  less.  So  the  time  has 
come  to  do  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  willing  now  to 
acknowledge  that  you  were  wrong  on  the 
question  of  sanctions - 

The  President  No. 

Q.  - which  you  opposed?  And  you 

seem  to  think  that  they’re  pretty  good  for 
Iran  and  Iraq. 

The  President  The  answer  is  no. 

Q.  You  think  none  of  this  progress  came 
as  a  result  of  our  tightening  the  screws? 

The  President  Well,  I  can’t  say  that,  no. 
In  fairness,  I  can’t  say  that  none  came  as  a 
result  of  that.  But  I  think  what  really 
turned  the  difference  is  when  South  Africa 
came  in  with  a  new  regime  and  they  decid¬ 
ed  to  move  forward.  But  I  don’t  think  it 
was  strictly  because  they  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  two  sanctions  while  others  remain. 

Q.  Well,  it  wasn’t  a  question,  it  was  a 
mammoth  change  in  the  whole  society. 

The  President  No  question.  No  question 
about  it.  But  you’re  saying,  do  I  credit  sanc¬ 


tions  totally,  and  the  answer  is  no. 

Q.  I  didn’t  say  totally. 

The  President.  Well,  I  did.  [Laughter] 

Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Mitchell  said  a 
couple  of  days  ago  that  he  thought  that  you 
believed  in  quotas  for  everyone  but  yourself 
and  everyone  but  Supreme  Court  nomina¬ 
tions;  he  was  referring  to  your  nomination 
of  Judge  Thomas  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
And  his  remark  seems  to  reflect  some  wide¬ 
spread  disbelief  that  Judge  Thomas’s  race 
had  nothing  to  do  with  his  choice.  And  I 
wondered  if  you  might  take  another  crack 
at  that  question,  sir. 

The  President  I  was  trying  to  think  if 
Senator  Mitchell — where  he  was  when 
Lyndon  Johnson  put  Marshall  on  the  Court. 
I  can’t  remember  whether  he  accused 
Lyndon  Johnson  of  a  quota.  I  don’t  think  he 
was  in  Congress  then,  but  it  would  be  inter¬ 
esting  to  go  back  and  look  at  it  in  history.  I 
don’t  think  he  said  it  was  a  quota.  In  my 
view,  this  isn’t  a  quota  appointment.  I  said 
up  there  in  Maine,  and  I  still  feel,  I  feel 
more  strongly  than  ever,  that  it  is  the  right 
thing  at  the  right  time,  to  use  an  expression 
that  Lyndon  himself  used. 

And  so,  we’re  taking  on  some  water  on 
this,  a  few  shots.  But  I  have  an  innate  confi¬ 
dence  that  this  man  will  be  confirmed.  And 
the  reason  he  will  be  is  that  he  deserves  to 
be  confirmed.  I  don’t  want  to  take  too 
much  time  on  this  answer,  but  out  there 
when  I  mentioned  this  in  Missouri  the  other 
day,  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  there  was  a 
unanimous  response  from  the  people  in 
terms  of  support — Missouri — support  for 
this  man.  So,  I  think  it  will  be  well-re¬ 
ceived,  is  well-received. 

Q.  Well,  quota  or  not,  sir,  can  you  really 
say  that  his  race  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
selection? 

The  President  I  think  I  indicated  up  in 
Maine  that  so  much  the  better.  But  I’m  not 
going  to  say  it’s  a  quota  appointment.  I 
don’t  believe  that  one  seat  should  be  as¬ 
signed  to  one  group  of  any  kind. 

Federal  Reserve  Board  Chairman 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I’d  like  to  ask  about 
another  appointment.  Do  you  plan  to  nomi- 


855 


July  10  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


nate  Alan  Greenspan  for  a  second  term  as 
Chairman  of  the  Fed? 

The  President.  I  have  a  very  high  regard 
for  him.  And  I  want  to  announce  a  decision 
on  that  very  soon. 

Q.  When  will  that  be  coming,  sir? 

The  President  Can’t  help  you  on  the 
exact  timing.  I’ve  got  a  very  busy  sched¬ 
ule — please,  terribly  busy.  [Laughter]  I’m 
trying  to  go  to  Europe,  and  we ’re  canceling 
all  kinds  of— really,  it  is  hectic  around  here. 
But  it  is  a  key — it’s  a  jungle  out  there — it  is 
a  very  important  appointment.  And  I  think 
some  of  these  stories,  these  understandable 
kind  of  couch-analysis  stories  on  what  we’re 
doing  about  Alan  Greenspan  is  ridiculous. 
I’ve  expressed  a  high  regard  for  him  before; 
I’ll  express  a  high  regard  for  him  here.  The 
thing  doesn’t  come  up  until  mid-August,  I 
believe.  Because  there’s  been  some  kind  of 
ugly  speculation,  I’d  like  to  move  very  soon 
on  it.  But  you  do  have  an  influence  on 
timing  things,  not  you  but  everybody  out 
there. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director 
Nominee 

Q.  On  another  appointment,  Mr.  Gates 
for  the  CIA.  According  to  the  testimony 
yesterday  from  Mr.  Fiers,  both  Casey  and 
Gates’  subordinate  apparently,  Clair 
George,  apparently  did  know  about  the 
Iran-contra  affair  before  Mr.  Gates  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  he  knew.  Does  this  new  informa¬ 
tion  give  you  any  pause  at  all,  and  do  you 
think  that  it  may  imperil  his  nomination? 

The  President  Absolutely  none.  Absolute¬ 
ly  none.  It  gives  me  a  chance  to  reaffirm 
fully,  totally,  my  complete  support  for  this 
outstanding  individual  who  will  be  con¬ 
firmed  and  who  will  be  a  great  Director  of 
Central  Intelligence.  So,  it  really  hasn’t — 
and  all  I’ve  seen  about  it  was  some  reports 
in,  I  think  it  was,  today’s  paper.  But  I  didn’t 
see  anything  in  just  reading  the  paper  that 
would  lessen  my  confidence  in  Gates  or  in 
any  way  implicate  Gates  in  something  that 
was  not  right. 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  it  specifically  with 
him,  what  transpired? 

The  President  With  Bob?  Well,  only  this 
morning  to  say,  “Hey,  you’re  my  man.  I’m 
all  for  you,  and  don’t  let  them  get  you 
down.”  Because  he’s  good.  And  he’ll  be  out¬ 


standing  to  be  the  Director  of  Central  Intel¬ 
ligence. 

Civil  Rights 

Q.  Sir,  whether  you’re  right  or  wrong,  are 
you  concerned  what  blacks  and  other  mi¬ 
norities  may  think  about  some  of  your 
recent  decisions  as  a  trend? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  You’re  lifting  sanctions  on  South 
Africa;  you’ve  chosen  a  Supreme  Court 
nominee  who,  although  black  himself,  is  un¬ 
popular  among  a  lot  of  civil  rights  organiza¬ 
tions;  and  you’ve  got  a  Senator  in  your  own 
party,  John  Danforth,  who  says  this  White 
House,  Mr.  Sununu  in  particular,  is  too  rigid 
on  a  civil  rights  compromise.  If  you  were  a 
black  or  a  member  of  a  minority,  wouldn’t 
you  think  that  George  Bush  is  getting  away 
from  Lee  Atwater’s  idea  of  reaching  out  to 
blacks? 

The  President  Yes,  I’ll  be  honest  with 
you,  I  would.  Because  if  I  believed  every¬ 
thing  you  cited,  I  would  be  concerned 
about  that.  But  I  think  that  we  will  prevail. 
Frankly,  I  think  Clarence  Thomas’  appoint¬ 
ment  will  be  well-received  in  the  black 
community.  You  put  it,  I  think,  John  [John 
Cochran,  NBC  News],  in  terms  of  how  do 
some  of  these  big  organizations  that  think 
they  speak  for  all  blacks  feel.  And  yes,  there 
have  been  some  concerns,  and  yes.  I’d  be 
concerned  if  constant  criticism  eroded  what 
I  feel  is  a  commitment  to  civil  rights  here. 
But  I  think  as  you  put  down  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  outstanding  black  to  the  Court 
and  say  that  civil  rights  groups  don’t  like  it 
is  something  that  shows  we’re  not  for  civil 
rights,  I’m  very  sorry,  I  would  vehemently 
disagree  with  that. 

In  terms  of  a  civil  rights  bill,  if  they  want 
to  pass  one,  pass  mine.  Pass  mine,  now.  And 
it  moves  against  discrimination  in  the  work¬ 
place.  And  you  don’t  hear  anything  about  it 
because  others  want  to  do  something  that 
we  can’t  accept.  And  I’ve  repeated  over 
and  over  again  what  the  problem  is.  But  it’s 
a  good  civil  rights  bill,  and  if  you  can’t— I’d 
say  to  some  of  these  critics  out  there,  if  you 
can’t  take  100  steps,  take  85,  89,  and  then 
let’s  go  back  and  reason  together  and  try  to 
get  the  rest  done. 

What  was  the  other  point? 
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Q.  Well,  let’s  see — [laughter). 

The  President.  Clarence  Thomas. 

Q.  South  African  sanctions. 

The  President.  South  African  sanctions. 
No,  I  think  that  will  go  over  well.  I  think 
the  Congress  laid  down  the  law.  I  am  im¬ 
plementing  the  law. 

But  your  question  was  a  different  one. 
Your  question  is,  “Do  you  get  concerned?” 

Q.  The  perception. 

The  President.  Yes,  the  perception.  And, 
yes,  I  am  concerned  about  that  because  I 
know  what’s  in  my  heart,  I  know  what  our 
record  is,  I  know  what  I  feel,  and  I  know 
what  I  think  is  right.  But  if  there’s  a  pound¬ 
ing  away  from  leaders  that  claim  to  speak 
for  all  the  black  community,  yes,  it  worries 
me. 

Q.  Sir,  just  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
today,  Bill  Bradley  said  this  just  a  short  time 
ago,  speaking  of  George  Bush:  “In  1988,  he 
used  the  Willie  Horton  ad  to  divide  white 
and  black  voters  and  appeal  to  fear.  Now, 
based  on  your  remarks  about  the  1991  civil 
rights  bill,  you  have  begun  to  do  the  same 
thing  again.”  That’s  Bill  Bradley. 

The  President.  Yes,  I  know,  and  I  don’t 
like  that.  I  don’t  agree  with  it  totally.  I 
didn’t  use  any  Willie  Horton  ad  of  that 
nature,  either.  That  has  become  part  of  the 
liberal  attempt  to  revise — what’s  that  state¬ 
ment  they  use  up  on  Congress — I’d  like  to 
revise  my  remarks  and — extend  and  revise 
my  remarks.  I  mean,  that’s  just  grossly 
unfair. 

The  point  on  Willie  Horton  was  not 
Willie  Horton  himself;  the  point  was,  do 
you  believe  in  a  furlough  program  that  re¬ 
leases  people  from  jail  so  they  can  go  out 
and  rape,  pillage,  and  plunder  again?  That’s 
what  the  issue  was.  And  thank  God  we’ve 
made  some  progress,  incidentally,  in  our 
Justice  Department  on  correcting  that. 

But  that’s  part  of  the  liberal  litany.  And 
yes,  if  it  sinks  in,  John,  this  would  concern 
me.  But  I  think  the  American  people  are 
fair,  and  I  think  they  know  I  want  a  civil 
rights  bill.  And  I  think  they  see  that  in  ap¬ 
pointing  Clarence  Thomas,  or  nominating 
Clarence  Thomas,  that  I’m  trying  to  get  the 
best  person.  If  he’s  black,  we’re  not  going  to 
discriminate  against  that.  And  he  is  the 
best,  and  he’s  very  good.  But  part  of  his 
problem  is  that  he  comes  at  some  of  these 


issues  in  a  way  a  little  different  than  a  very 
liberal  Senator  from  New  Jersey  would  look 
at  it.  But  he  is  a  fair-minded  guy,  and  he 
can  take  a  look  at  this  and  decide  on  the 
merits. 

But  I’ve  made  up  my  mind.  But  you’ve 
put  your  finger  on  something  that  does  con¬ 
cern  me  because  this  tremendous — you 
know,  this  kind  of  drop,  drop,  drop  of  water 
on  the  rock  could  make  a  difference.  But 
I’m  going  to  take  my  case  every  chance  I 
get,  and  this  is  a  good  opportunity  right 
here,  to  black  Americans  and  say:  Hey, 
listen,  we’ve  got  a  good  record  on  civil 
rights,  and  we’re  going  to  continue  it.  And 
you  ought  to  be  rejoicing  that  we  have  a 
very  able  judge  to  be  elevated  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court. 

And  similarly  on  civil  rights.  We’ve  got  a 
good  civil  rights  bill.  Don’t  listen  to  all 
these  people  out  there  that  say  it’s  bad.  Put 
this  one  into  effect.  Let’s  take  a  step  togeth¬ 
er  and  try.  But  I’ve  got  to  keep  doing  this, 
saying  this,  so  people  understand  how  I 
feel. 

South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  criticisms  of 
lifting  of  sanctions  is  it  will  limit  the  influ¬ 
ence  the  U.S.  has  over  continuing  the  end 
of  apartheid.  How  do  you  answer  that?  And 
if  you  say  that  the  U.S.  can  continue  diplo¬ 
matic  pressure,  was  there  any  success  in  the 
diplomatic  area  during  the  period  the  sanc¬ 
tions  were  in  effect  that  you  can  point  to? 

The  President.  I  say  sanctions  continuing; 
some  are.  Some  have  been  lifted.  And  we 
are  going  to  continue  to  engage,  consulting 
with  Mr.  Mandela.  And  we’re  going  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  engaged  in  talking  to  Chief 
Buthelezi.  And  we’re  going  to  continue  to 
be  engaged  by  talking  to  Mr.  de  Klerk.  In 
terms  of  can  I  point  to  something,  I  can 
only  point  to  the  real  change  in  South 
Africa  taking  place  because  of  Mr.  de  Klerk 
himself  and  some  of  his  associates  who  have 
a  very  different  approach  to  equity  and 
race  and  to  the  elimination  of  apartheid 
than  his  predecessors. 

Somebody  asked  a  question — I’m  not  sure 
of  the  answer  I  gave — I  can’t  say  that  sanc¬ 
tions  had  no  effect,  but  I  think  far  more 
important  than  sanctions  was  the  fact  that 
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you  had  a  forward-looking  man  of  Mr.  de 
Klerk  s  stature  who  released  Mr.  Mandela 
from  jail  and  decided  to  go  forward  in  con- 
sultation.  And  I  can’t  say  that  Mr.  de  Klerk 
did  that  because  of  economic  sanctions. 
Abortion 

Q.  Mr.  President,  your  domestic  policy 
staff  is  looking  at  the  title  10  regulations 
that  affect  whether  doctors  can  mention 
abortion  as  an  option  for  women  who  come 
to  family  planning  clinics.  Are  you  amena- 
ble  to  a  compromise  on  this  issue? 

The  President.  Listen,  if  some  compro- 
mise  can  be  worked  out  that  I  find  accepta- 
ble,  absolutely. 

Q.  Well,  could  you  describe  the  kind  of 
compromise  you  might _ 

The  President.  No,  I  can’t  describe  it  for 
you  because  I  haven’t  found  such  a  compro¬ 
mise  yet.  My  position  is  well-known,  oft- 
stated,  open,  and  I’m  not  going  to  change 
my  fundamental  position.  Now,  if  some¬ 
thing  can  be  worked  out,  can  be  resolved 
so  much  the  better. 


Q.  The  U.S.  has  had  a  couple  of  days  now 
to  anaiyze  a  29-page  document  released  by 
Saddam  Hussein  detailing  Iraq’s  nuclear 
holdings.  Are  you  convinced  at  this  point 

he’s——8  C°me  Clean’  °r  d°  y°U  think 
The  President  No. 

Q-  Do  you  think  he’s  still  hiding  a  nuclear 
weapons  capability?  And  what  can  the  U.S 
do  about  it? 

The  President.  The  answer  to  your  ques¬ 
tions  are  nope  and  yep.  No,  I  am  not  con¬ 
vinced  that  its  total.  And  yes,  I  do  feel  that 
there  s  still  reason  to  believe  that  he  is 
hiding  and  has  not  come  totally  clean. 

Now,  do  I  view  this  step  favorably,  his 
confessing  to  that  which  he  has  denied  over 

Bn?  rr  Tun?  Ye\I  think  that’s  P^ess. 

But  we  will  be  watching  this  very  carefully 
i  ve  been  having  consultations  with  leaders 

major  leaders  around  the 
world,  Mulroney  yesterday,  Mubarak  today. 
1 11  be  talking  to  others  in  the  next  day  or 
two  about  this  Iraq  situation. 

And  I  am  anticipating  a  unanimous  view 
that  we  ve  got  to  keep  our  eyes  wide  open 
and  not  be  lulled  by  some  letter  or  some 


very  belated  offering  from  Saddam  Hussein 
that  he  is  now  willing  to  do  that  which  he 
should  have  done  a  long  time  ago.  So,  I’ve 
very  skeptical,  but  I  would  have  to  say  that 
the  letter  is  progress.  And  I  am  convinced 
that  the  coalition  and  the  major  countries 
that  we  ve  been  dealing  with  on  this  will  be 
looking  at  the  problem  the  same  way  I  am. 

When  you’re  dealing  with  nuclear,  when 
you  re  dealing  with  proliferation  of  nuclear 
in  the  area,  that  is  a  subject  that  really  gets 
people  s  attention.  Some  other  deviation  by 
Saddam  Hussein  might  have  been  less  unit¬ 
ing  of  coalition  forces  and  other  forces 
around  the  world.  But  when  you’re  dealing 
with  hiding  and  cheating  and  lying  on  nu¬ 
clear  matters,  I  think  almost  every  country 
is  very,  very  concerned. 

Q *  A  followup,  please.  Prior  to  the  war 
with  Iraq,  you  expressed  concern  that 
Saddam  Hussein  may  not  be  getting  the 
message  from  the  United  States  that  the 
U.S.  was  serious  in  turning  back  the  aggres¬ 
sion.  He  was  pretty  quick  to  react  this  time 
around,  after  there  were  reports  that  you 
refused  to  rule  out  military  action.  Do  you 
think  he  got  the  message  this  time? 

The  ^  President.  I  certainly — put  it  this 
way ,  I  m  hopeful  that  he  got  the  message 
because  we’re  deadly  serious.  And  I  do  still 
believe,  Jim  [Jim  Miklaszewski,  NBC  News], 
that  part  of  the  massive  miscalculation  last 
year  was,  one,  he  didn’t  believe  it  and,  two, 
he  believed  that  if  we  did,  hypothetically,  if 
use  of  force  would  come,  that  he  in  some 
way  would  prevail.  And  I  think  he’s  dis- 
abused  now  on  both  points. 

Sj’i  }.  wotdd  hope  that  our  enhanced 
credibility  that  I  keep  referring  to,  along 
with  the  enhanced  credibility  of  our  sup¬ 
portive  allies,  might  have  made  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  this  instance.  But  I  wish  I  could  tell 
you  I  felt  it  was  all  done. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  we  miscalculate  by 
not  taking  out  Iraq’s  nuclear  capability 
when  our  bombers  were  flying? 

.  Jhe  President.  Well,  I  think  we  took  out  a 
lot  of  Iraq’s  nuclear  capability  when  our 
bombers  were  flying.  The  question  is  how 

Ca.  /jj  CerJlfy’  when  y°ur  objective  is  to 
get  Saddam  Hussein  out  of  Kuwait,  that  you 
have  also  taken  care  of  this  collateral  and 
very  important  problem?  And  I  don’t  think 
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that  we — I  think  we  can  certify  that  the 
program  has  been  set  back  a  long,  long 
ways. 

I  couldn’t  help  but  think  back  to  those 
dreadful  days  of  debate  and  turmoil  in  this 
country  before  the  successful  conclusion  of 
Desert  Storm,  with  many  thinking  when  we 
talked  about  an  Iraqi  nuclear  capability  that 
we  were  just  throwing  up  that  as  a  smoke¬ 
screen  to  try  to  enhance  our  action  or  to 
give  us  another  reason  for  which  to  act 
against  this  tyrant.  And  now  people  are 
saying,  hey,  they  may  have  been  on  to 
something  here.  And  so,  it  wasn’t  an  objec¬ 
tive  to  destroy  that,  but  it  worked  out  that 
we  did  take  out  a  great  deal  of  his  nuclear 
capability. 

The  problem  is  that  under  the  latest  reso¬ 
lutions,  second-to-last  resolution  I  believe  it 
is,  679,  of  the  United  Nations — looking  for 
help  here  and  not  getting  any — [laughter] — 
that  under  that  resolution  it  is  very  clear 
that  this  should  all  be  abandoned.  And  he 
said,  “I  don’t  have  any  of  this.”  Then  we 
show  him  through  briefing  of  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council  that  he’s  got  it. 
“Oh,  yes,  but,  well,  I’ve  been  obfuscat¬ 
ing” — I  don’t  know  how  you  say  that  in 
Arabic — [laughter] — but  he’s  been  obfuscat¬ 
ing,  which  I  say  is  lying,  and  then  comes 
forward  and  says,  “Here  is  what  I’m  going 
to  do.”  So,  we’re  certainly  skeptical  about 
this. 

Q.  If  I  can  follow  that,  sir,  there  appar¬ 
ently  are  inspections  underway  now.  Are 
you  going  to  be  able  to  assure  the  world  it 
is  all  gone? 

The  President.  No.  But  we  are  going  to 
try  to  be  able  to  assure  the  world  that  it  is 
all  gone.  But  when  you’re  burying  compo¬ 
nent  parts  off  in  the  desert  somewhere,  in 
somebody’s  attic  or  somebody’s  basement  in 
downtown  Baghdad,  if  that’s  what’s  happen¬ 
ing,  it  is  pretty  hard  to  certify  that.  But 
what  we  want  to  do  is  set  up  a  mechanism 
so  whenever  there’s  any  evidence  of  intelli¬ 
gence  that  is  even  a  hint  of  his  violation  of 
these  U.N.  resolutions,  we  must  be  satisfied, 
the  international  community  must  be  satis¬ 
fied,  the  U.N.  must  be  satisfied  that  that 
equipment  has  been  destroyed. 

So,  what’s  happened  is  that  once  again 
through  these  incidents  it  has  been  pointed 
out  that  he’ll  go  to  any  end  to  do  those 


things  which  he’s  not  supposed  to  do.  I 
again  come  back  to  the  letter,  hope  it’s 
positive.  But  it’s  like  Missouri:  Show  me.  I’m 
from  Missouri;  we’ve  got  to  see  exactly 
what’s  going  on. 

You  already  had  a  question.  Charles 
[Charles  Bierbauer,  Cable  News  Network]. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  were  meeting,  I 
believe,  this  morning  with  Secretary - 

The  President.  Last  two.  Really,  these  are 
the  last  two.  And  then  we’ve  got  Secretary 
Cohen,  who’s  going  to  go  into  all  the  tech¬ 
nical  details  on  the  question  of  South  Africa 
and,  I  might  say  parenthetically,  who  has 
done  a  superb  job  himself  on  handling 
South  Africa.  He  wasn’t  there  the  other  day 
when  we  had  our  ceremony  honoring  those 
who  helped  with  the  question  of  Ethiopia. 
Not  only  is  he  interested  in  the  Horn,  the 
south  of  this,  but  he’s  done  a  great  job  on 
all  these  African  questions,  Angola  and 
many  others.  So,  I  hope  you  will  save  some 
of  these  technical  ones  for  him. 

Charles,  and  then  we’re  going  to  end 
here. 

Military  Base  Closings 

Q.  You  met,  I  believe  this  morning,  with 
Secretary  Cheney  to  discuss  base  closings. 
Have  you  signed  off  on  that?  He’s  called  it  a 
good  package. 

The  President.  Yes,  I  signed  the  letter  to 
the  Commission  and  I  signed  the  forward¬ 
ing  of  the  Commission  report  with  a  total 
acceptance  of  the  Commission  report — 
signed  the  transmittal  of  that,  if  you  will,  to 
the  United  States  Congress. 

Q.  Is  it  enough?  Would  you  like  to  see  it 
go  further? 

The  President.  No,  I  think  for  now  it’s 
proper.  I  think  they  did  their  work  without 
any  reference  to  politics.  Anytime  you  close 
a  base  someplace  you’re  going  to  have 
people  in  that  district  or  that  State  raise 
cain  about  it.  And  I  can  understand  that. 

But  this  Commission  has  served  without 
political  motivation;  and  the  report,  I  am 
satisfied,  is  without  political  bias  or  motiva¬ 
tion.  So,  I  sent  the  committee  forward 
largely  based  on  the  enthusiastic  accept¬ 
ance,  obviously,  of  the  Pentagon  on  this, 
because  it  comes  under  the  heading  of  their 
business  and  gets  into  what  I  was  talking 
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about  yesterday,  the  need  for  a  balanced 
and  structured  force  with  less  money  being 
spent  on  it. 

Iraq 

Q.  The  Iraq  situation  is  still  a  bee  in  your 
bonnet  here.  Six  months  after  the  war, 
Saddam  Hussein  is  still  making  trouble.  It’s 
not  the  same  kind  of  trouble,  but  it  is  still  a 
problem.  What’s  your  attitude  now  about 
dealing  with  this  outlaw  you’ve  surrounded? 

Is  he  going  to  be  trouble  for  you  now  for  a 
long  time  to  come?  How  do  you  approach 
this?  Do  you  reason  with  him  all  of  a 
sudden,  after  having  caught  him?  What’s 
your  feeling  about  it? 

The  President  No.  No,  I  don’t  see  any 
room  to  reason  with  him  as  long  as  he  is  in 
violation  of  any  of  these — I’ll  put  it  this 
way,  as  long  as  any  of  the  United  Nations 
sanctions  remain  unfulfilled.  And  even 
beyond  that,  I  don’t  think,  given  his  total 
lack  of  any  kind  of — put  it  this  way,  I  don’t 
think  that  his  behavior  merits  any  kind  of 
formal  treatment  by  the  United  States  or 
informal  treatment.  We  cannot  have  normal 
relations  with  Iraq,  normal  relations,  as  long 
as  this  man  is  in  power. 

And  for  my  part,  I  want  to  see  the  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  kept  on.  I  keep  going  back 
to  the  “Let  sanctions  work.”  Do  you  re¬ 
member  that  cry?  If  we  had  let  sanctions 
work  back  there,  we  would  have  had  the 
coalition  fall  apart  and  the  main  objective 
would  have  been  totally  unmet.  That  man 
would  still  be  sitting  in  Kuwait  and  would 
have  been  threatening  further.  Who  knows 
what  he  would  have  been  doing  to  Saudi 
Arabia?  So,  he’s  still  there.  And  he’s  there 
with  a  bloodier  hand.  And  we  will  not  have 
normal  relations  as  long  as  he’s  there.  But 
we  are  determined  to  continue  to  work 
through  the  United  Nations  to  see  these  res¬ 
olutions  fulfilled. 

And  let  me  add  another  one,  because  I 
now  sense  a  little  hue  and  cry  going  up  in 
some  quarters  about  food  and  medicine. 
The  United  Nations  resolutions  provide  for 
being  able  to  ship  food  and  medicine  into 
this  country.  What  it  doesn’t  provide  for  is 
having  food  shipped  in  there  and  then  sent 


off  to  the  Baath  Party  cadres  up  in  Tikrit.  It 
doesn’t  provide  for  taking  the  food  out  of 
the  mouths  of  the  hungry  children  or  the 
medicine  away  from  the  people  and  giving 
it  to  the  army.  And  once  again,  this  whole 
diversion  is  another  reason  that  I  feel  as 
strongly  as  I  do  that  there  will  not  be 
normal  relations  with  Saddam  Hussein  ever 
again. 

But  again,  I’d  like  to  repeat  what  I  said 
before  the  war  started:  Our  argument  is  not 
with  the  people  of  Iraq.  It’s  not  even  with 
other  leaders  in  Iraq.  We’d  be  perfectly 
willing  to  give  the  military  another  chance, 
provided  Saddam  Hussein  was  out  of  there 
and  representations  were  made  to  the  rest 
of  the  world  as  their  willingness  to  abide  by 
these  U.N.  resolutions  and  play  by  interna¬ 
tional  law.  But  they’re  not  willing.  Under 
Saddam  Hussein,  it  is  most  unlikely  that  any 
will  ever  believe  him  if  he  says  that. 

So,  that’s  where  we  are.  And  I’m  very 
concerned  about  it.  And  I  still  feel,  as  I  said 
at  a  question  yesterday,  that  certainly  set¬ 
ting  back  that  aggression  on  itself,  the  ob¬ 
jective,  the  main  objective  of  the  United 
Nations,  was  worth  it.  But  there  are  these 
residual  problems  that  concern  me,  of 
course. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President's  88th  news  conference 
began  at  12:02  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room 
at  the  White  House.  In  the  news  conference , 
the  following  persons  were  referred  to: 
Nelson  Mandela ,  head  of  the  African  Na¬ 
tional  Congress;  Mangosuthu  Gatsha  Buthe- 
lezi,  chief  minister  of  South  Africa's  Kwa¬ 
Zulu  Homeland  and  leader  of  the  Inkatha 
Freedom  Party;  Herman  J.  Cohen ,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  African  Affairs;  Alan 
D.  Fiers,  Jr.y  former  director  of  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency's  covert  operations  in 
Central  America;  Clair  E.  George ,  former 
CIA  deputy  director  for  operations;  William 
J.  Casey ,  former  Director  of  the  CIA;  and 
President  Mohammed  Hosni  Mubarak  of 
Egypt  The  Executive  order  removing  cer¬ 
tain  sanctions  against  South  Africa  is  listed 
in  Appendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  Defense  Base  Closure 
and  Realignment  Commission  Report 
July  10, ,  1991 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  De¬ 
fense  Base  Closure  and  Realignment  Com¬ 
mission  pursuant  to  section  2903  of  Public 
Law  101-510;  104  Stat.  1810,  accompanied 
by  the  Commission’s  errata  sheet  submitted 
to  me  on  July  9,  1991. 


I  also  hereby  certify  that  I  approve  all  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  report. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  10,  1991. 


Remarks  at  the  White  House  Conference  on  Library  and 
Information  Services 
July  10,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very  much  for  that  wel¬ 
come,  and  may  I  thank  our  marvelous  band 
over  there  who  brought  us  the  music.  What 
a  job  they  always  do.  And  may  I,  at  the 
outset  of  these  comments,  thank  those  who 
have  served  and  worked  so  hard  to  make 
this  successful  event  a  reality:  Charles  Reid, 
the  Chairman  of  the  White  House  Confer¬ 
ence — [applause].  I’m  glad  his  family’s  out 
there.  [Laughter]  Richard  Akeroyd,  the  Co- 
chairman;  and  Jean  Curtis,  Joseph  Fitzsim¬ 
mons,  and  all  the  rest  of  you  out  there  who 
have  participated  in  this  very  active  and,  I 
am  told,  successful  Conference.  And  wel¬ 
come  to  all  the  State  delegates  out  there. 

First,  let  me  say  I  am  delighted  to  be 
here.  I  just  checked  in  with  the  boss  of  the 
East  Wing  of  the  White  House — that  is  Bar¬ 
bara  Pierce  Bush — [laughter] — and  she  was 
just  so  pleased  with  the  response.  And  she  is 
so  intimately  involved  in  the  work  of  all  of 
you,  but  of  many  of  you  specifically  in  this 
room.  And  I  just  wanted  to  say  that  I  appre¬ 
ciate  very  much  your  kindness  and  courtesy 
to  her. 

Since  Presidents  seem  to  get  their  own 
libraries — [laughter] — goes  with  the  terri¬ 
tory — it’s  nice  not  to  worry  that  one  of  you 
will  try  to  collect  my  overdue  fines.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

I’m  proud  of  our  country’s  libraries.  And 
you  know,  a  member  of  my  family  wrote  a 
book  that’s  available  in  most  of  them.  Iron¬ 


ically,  Millie  is  not  allowed  to  get  a  library 
card.  [Laughter]  And  there’s  a  great  injus-, 
tice  and  discrimination  out  there.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  Incidentally,  it  just  shows  you  the 
power  of  books.  That  book,  which  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  benefit  Barbara’s  educational  founda¬ 
tion — maybe  she  mentioned  it  this  morning, 
I  don’t  know — but  it  has  raised  for  that  edu¬ 
cational  cause  over  $1,100,000.  It  shows  you 
the  power  of  books  and  the  power  of  what 
can  happen.  And  I  know  you  all  understand 
what  I  mean  by  that. 

You  know,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 
once  gave  his  son  James  some  advice  that 
I’ve  always  tried  to  follow;  sometimes  I  fail. 
To  give  a  good  speech,  he  said,  you  must 
“be  sincere,  you  must  be  brief,  and  be 
seated.”  [Laughter]  Well,  I  promise  to  do  all 
three,  not  because  I’m  not  enthralled  with 
the  work  of  the  Conference  but  because 
tomorrow  Barbara  and  I  leave  for  Maine, 
where  I  will  be  receiving  the  Japanese 
Prime  Minister — [applause] — Kennebunk- 
port  contingent  over  here — [laughter] — and 
receive  the  Japanese  Prime  Minister  and 
then  go  on — we  both  head  abroad  for  the 
G-7  meeting,  and  then  on  to  Greece  and 
Turkey.  So,  you’ve  caught  us  at  the  begin¬ 
ning,  or  at  the  end  of  a  busy  week  and  the 
beginning  of  another  one. 

But  I  am  glad  to  be  here  with  you  today, 
because  this  magnificent  event  builds  upon 
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years  of  hard  work.  And  let’s  face  it:  The 
world  has  changed  dramatically  since  the 
last  White  House  Conference  on  Library 
and  Information  Services.  The  thirst  for 
freedom  has  swept  aside  the  acceptance  of 
tyranny.  New  and  amazing  technologies 
have  made  ideas  accessible  to  everyone. 
Books,  faxes,  computer  disks,  television 
broadcasts  have  simply  shattered  the  reign 
of  ignorance  and  created  a  whole  new 
world  of  enterprise,  competition,  and  with 
it,  intellectual  growth. 

So,  you  have  come  together  from  across 
this  land  to  honor  a  common,  exciting 
dream,  the  dream  of  making  this  the  great¬ 
est  Nation  that  it  can  possibly  be. 

Your  poster  captures  beautifully  the  es¬ 
sence  of  this  challenge.  The  background 
picture  of  the  world  emphasizes  the  fact 
that  we  now  live  in  a  world  united  by  infor¬ 
mation  highways  and  joined  in  productive 
competition.  The  three  photographs  super¬ 
imposed  over  that  globe  represent  your 
three  goals:  literacy,  productivity,  and  de¬ 
mocracy.  An  open  book,  surrounded  by 
other  books,  reminds  us  that  the  quest  for 
the  future  begins  with  literacy.  And  again, 
with  great  pride,  Barbara  has  joined  many 
of  you,  and  she  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  this  fundamental  and  important 
cause  because,  you  see,  she  knows  and  you 
all  know  better  than  most  Americans  that 
to  open  a  book  is  to  open  the  doors  of  op¬ 
portunity.  Illiteracy  bars  those  doors,  and  it 
wastes  our  most  precious  resource,  our 
minds. 

Second  on  your  poster  is  a  photo  of  a 
computer  keyboard.  Now,  I  can  talk  about 
computers  now.  [Laughter]  Marginally 
qualified  to  talk  about  computers  now. 
[Laughter]  But  seriously,  part  of  our  educa¬ 
tion  America  2000  strategy  is  that  nobody  is 
too  old  to  learn,  and  I  think  it’s  a  very 
important  concept.  So,  a  couple  of  months 
ago  I  decided  to  keep  up  with  our  grand¬ 
children,  not  just  in  Nintendo  but  I  mean  in 
trying  to  learn  how  to  run  one  of  these 
things.  So,  I  started  taking  lessons.  And  it’s 
amazing,  youngsters  understand  the  tech¬ 
nology  upon  which  our  future  rests,  and 
we’ve  got  to  rush  to  catch  up  with  them. 

Technology  can  make  us  more  productive 
as  a  society,  and  information  technology 
arms  us  with  unprecedented  power.  Our 


kids  will  need  high-tech  skills  to  compete  in 
the  global  marketplace  of  the  21st  century. 
And  we  already  know  they  have  the  charac¬ 
ter:  We’ve  seen  them  create  a  computer 
industry  out  of  virtually  nothing.  And  in  the 
Gulf,  we’ve  seen  them  turn  these  sophisti¬ 
cated  weapons  into  not  what  some  would 
want  us  have  believe  are  totally  tools  of 
destruction,  in  this  instance,  tools  of  libera¬ 
tion.  And  if  we  want  to  let  our  national 
spirit  soar,  we  must  cultivate  ideas  and 
knowledge.  Perhaps  no  one  will  play  a 
bigger  role  in  setting  the  American  spirit 
aloft  than  the  very  people  in  this  room. 

You  will  help  us  explore  and  conquer  a 
new  electronic  frontier.  Already,  these  fiber 
optic  cables  carry  billions  of  pieces  of  infor¬ 
mation  in  a  wire  as  thin  as  a  strand  of  hair. 
Satellite  systems  beam  information  around 
the  world.  Computers  combine  music  and 
video  and  text  for  interactive  teaching  sys¬ 
tems,  opening  up  whole  new  horizons  for 
our  fantastic  teachers  all  across  this  country. 
And  as  I  look  at  this,  and  I  expect  as  you 
look  at  it,  we  recognize  that  this  is  just  a 
beginning. 

The  administration’s  high  performance 
computing  and  communications  initiative 
proposes  developing  a  national  information 
network.  Now,  this  network  would  offer 
high-speed  computing  capabilities  to  re¬ 
search  and  educational  institutions.  And  it 
also  would  give  experts  the  experience  nec¬ 
essary  to  develop  a  broader,  privately-oper¬ 
ated  national  information  network.  Such  an 
infrastructure  would  allow  all  Americans  to 
share  quality  information  and  entertain¬ 
ment  when  and  where  they  want,  and  at  a 
reasonable  cost. 

This  amazing  beginning  equips  us  to  take 
on  the  challenge  of  democracy,  symbolized 
again  in  your  poster  by  our  Constitution. 
Thomas  Jefferson  once  wrote,  “A  democrat¬ 
ic  society  depends  upon  an  informed  and 
educated  citizenry.”  Jefferson  knew  that 
education  is  not  a  trivia  game,  a  contest  to 
acquire  little  scraps  of  data.  A  sound  educa¬ 
tion  informs  our  passion  and  protects  our 
values  and  instills  respect  for  the  truth.  In¬ 
formation  is  democracy’s  greatest  and  surest 
weapon  and  our  world’s  greatest  and  surest 
hope. 

I  expect — well,  put  it  this  way,  I  know 
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that  you  don’t  often  get  credit  as  revolu¬ 
tionaries.  Too  often,  people  think  of  the  li¬ 
brary  and  information  science  professionals 
as  people  who  go  around  saying, 
“Shhhhhh!” — do  that  for  a  living.  But  in 
fact,  and  this  is  the  way  we  look  at  it  in  the 
Bush  family,  and  I  say  family  advisedly — 
Barbara  is  my  anchor  to  windward  in  all  of 
this — you  preserve  democracy’s  greatest  re¬ 
source,  the  ideas  that  have  helped  reshape 
an  entire  world. 

Earlier  this  year,  and  I  hope  all  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  it,  we  introduced  a  new  education 
strategy.  America  2000  we  call  it.  America 
2000  isn’t  another  slogan  wrap  around  some 
proposed  legislation.  America  2000  calls  for 
a  revolution  in  American  education.  It  chal¬ 
lenges  all  Americans  to  raise  expectations, 
to  pledge  genuine  accountability,  and  above 
all,  to  create  a  new  generation  of  American 
schools.  And  when  we  say  ‘‘new  genera¬ 
tion,”  we’re  not  just  talking  about  putting  a 
coating  of  paint  on  an  old  way  of  educating; 
we’re  talking  about  really  a  revolution  in 
American  schools.  It  sets  out  to  transform  a 
Nation  at  risk  into  a  Nation  of  students.  And 
it  urges  everyone  to  make  our  communities 
places  where  learning  will  happen. 

Libraries  and  information  services  stand 
at  the  center  of  this  revolution.  And  today, 
our  more  than  15,000  public  libraries  serve 
nearly  70  percent  of  our  population,  they 
loan  1.3  billion  items  each  year,  and  they 
use  less  than  1  percent  of  our  tax  dollars.  I 
think  you’ll  agree,  that  is  quite  a  bargain. 
Our  libraries  serve  as  the  schoolrooms  for 
lifetime  learning  and  the  launching  pads  for 
our  future. 

All  of  you  involved  with  this  Conference 
have  made  an  invaluable  contribution  to 
the  progress  of  American  life.  And  so,  I  look 
forward  to  receiving  your  policy  recom¬ 
mendations,  and  I  am  committed  to  work¬ 
ing  with  you  to  improve  our  libraries  and 


information  networks  and  to  carry  America 
2000  forward. 

J.  Robert  Oppenheimer  said  it  beautifully: 
“The  unrestricted  access  to  knowledge  may 
make  a  vast,  complex,  ever  more  special¬ 
ized  and  expert  technological  world — nev¬ 
ertheless  a  world  of  human  community.” 

So  together,  I  think  we  will  ensure  an 
America  of  the  greatest  technological  and 
human  success.  The  potential  is  limitless. 
And  this  is  an  exciting  time  to  be  alive,  and 
I  can  tell  you,  I  view  it  as  a  fantastically 
exciting  time  in  our  history  to  have  the 
honor  of  being  President  of  the  United 
States. 

So,  thank  you  all  very  much  for  your  part 
in  shaping  the  future.  I  don’t  think  you  can 
be  a  President  and  live  in  that  magnificent 
house  down  the  road  there  without  think¬ 
ing  about  the  future.  And  to  do  that,  we 
have  to  count  our  blessings  for  the  past.  We 
have  to  count  our  blessings  for  what  we  call 
a  Thousand  Points  of  Light  as  well,  and  that 
is  men  and  women,  a  volunteer  commit¬ 
ment,  getting  out  there  and  helping  others 
and  setting  standards  that  the  rest  of  the 
world  admires  and  respects.  And  that  is 
where  each  and  every  one  of  you  come  in. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:50  p.m.  in 
Hall  A  of  the  Washington  Convention 
Center.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to 
Charles  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Commission  on  Libraries  and  Information 
Science  and  Conference  Chairman;  Richard 
Akeroyd,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  White  House  Conference 
on  Library  and  Information  Services  and 
Conference  Cochairman;  Jean  Curtis,  Con¬ 
ference  Executive  Director;  and  Joseph  Fitz¬ 
simmons,  Conference  Vice  Chairman. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  the  Redeployment  of  United 
States  Armed  Forces  That  Served  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
July  10,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  108 
of  the  Operation  Desert  Shield/ Desert 
Storm  Supplemental  Appropriations  Act, 
1991  (Public  Law  102-28;  105  Stat.  166),  I 
transmit  herewith  classified  and  unclassified 
reports  on  the  redeployment  of  the  forces 
of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States 
that  were  deployed  in  the  Persian  Gulf  area 


in  connection  with  Operation  Desert  Storm. 
Sincerely, 


George  Bush 


Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle ,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Alan  Greenspan,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System 
July  10,  1991 


The  President.  Just  to  top  the  day  with  a 
very  important  announcement,  I  want  to 
say  that  it  is  my  intention  to  send,  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  the  Senate  my  intention  to 
reappoint  Chairman  Greenspan  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Federal  Reserve,  and  also  nomi¬ 
nating  him  to  another  term  as  a  Governor 
of  the  Federal  Reserve. 

I,  of  course,  would  encourage  the  Senate 
to  move  as  quickly  as  possible  on  this  im¬ 
portant  nomination.  The  respect  that  Alan 
Greenspan  has  around  the  world  and  in  this 
country,  particularly  in  the  financial  mar¬ 
ketplaces,  is  unparalleled.  And  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  move  forward  at  this  time, 
quite  a  bit  in  advance  of  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  but  nevertheless,  I  think,  most 
appropriately,  to  ask  him  to  serve. 

And  you  know,  it’s  not  a  one-way  street. 
This  is  a  very  complicated  job.  It  is  a  time- 
consuming  job.  It’s  a  job  of  great  pressure. 
And  I’m  extraordinarily  grateful  to  Chair¬ 
man  Greenspan  for  being  willing  to  under¬ 
take  another  term  as  Chairman  of  the  Fed. 
He  has  done  an  outstanding  job.  Every 
place  I  go  abroad,  I  get  the  same  reports 
and  the  same  vote  of  confidence  that  I  get 
here,*  from  the  central  bankers  abroad,  from 
the  finance  ministers  abroad,  as  well  as 
from  the  heads  of  state  and  government. 

So,  this  country  is  very  fortunate  to  have 


the  important  affairs  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  in  Alan  Greenspan’s  hands,  and  I  am 
very  grateful  that  he  is  willing  to  continue 
in  this  most  important  job. 

And  so,  Alan,  my  thanks  to  you,  sir,  for 
your  service  to  your  country,  and  the  mike 
is  all  yours. 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I  thank  you  very 
much,  Mr.  President.  It’s  certainly  been  an 
honor  to  serve  as  Chairman  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  under  your  Presidency.  And  hope¬ 
fully,  if  the  Senate  sees  fit  to  find  my  cre¬ 
dentials  appropriate,  I  look  forward  to  an¬ 
other  4  years  of  what  is  really,  for  an  econo¬ 
mist,  the  most  interesting  job  that  there  is 
in  Government. 

Needless  to  say,  the  last  4  years  have 
been  rather  extraordinary,  and  I  suspect 
that  the  next  4  years  will  have  as  many 
surprises  as  the  last  4. 

Again,  let  me  thank  you  very  much,  Mr. 
President.  It’s  certainly  been  an  honor  to 
work  with  you. 

The  Economy 

Q.  What  does  this  portend  for  the  econo¬ 
my?  Do  you  think  we’re  really  coming  out 
of  the  recession  now? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  Helen  [Helen 
Thomas,  United  Press  International],  I  think 
the  evidence  is  increasing  week  by  week 
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that  the  bottom  is  passed  and  the  economy 
is  beginning  to  move  up.  We  still  do  not  yet 
know  how  rapid  the  recovery  is  or  the  un¬ 
derlying  strength  of  it,  but  I  think  it’s  a 
pretty  safe  bet  at  this  stage  to  conclude  that 
the  decline  is  behind  us  and  the  outlook  is 
continuing  to  improve. 

Nomination  of  Chairman  Greenspan 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  kind  of  signal  do 
you  hope  that  this  reappointment  sends  to 
the  financial  markets,  which  have  been  a 
little  apprehensive  about  this  and  waiting 
for  this  decision  for  some  time? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  think  they’ve 
been  apprehensive  in  any  way  other  than 
hoping  that  this  would  take  place.  To  the 
degree  markets  have  been  jittery  in  antici¬ 
pation,  which  I  don’t  think  has  been  the 
case,  this  certainly  should  be  a  reassuring 
signal  to  not  only  domestic  markets  but  to 
world  markets  because  of  the  respect  level 
that  I  alluded  to  before. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  Chairman  Green¬ 
span,  in  effect,  save  his  job  with  these  inter¬ 
est  cuts  early  this  year? 

The  President  No,  his  job  wasn’t  in  jeop¬ 
ardy.  The  Fed  is  an  independent,  some¬ 
times  very  independent,  organization  over 
there,  and  he’s  got  to  lead  that  important 
enterprise  the  way  he  sees  fit.  I  think  we 
both  understand  that  a  growing  economy  is 
a  good  thing.  And  certainly,  our  administra¬ 
tion  is  committed  to  that.  But  I  see  nothing 
in  anything  that  the  Chairman  has  done 
that  would  indicate  that  he  doesn’t  agree 
with  that.  He’s  been  a  fierce  fighter  against 
inflation,  but  I  think  he  also  is  as  strongly 
committed  to  growth,  not  just  for  what  that 
means  to  jobs  and  everything  in  America 
but  what  it  means  internationally.  We 
cannot  have  a  global  economy  that  is  stag¬ 
nant. 

Q. - a  factor  in  your  decision,  sir? 

The  President  No,  just  overall  excellence 
was  the  factor  in  this  decision. 

The  Economy 

Q.  A  question  for  Chairman  Greenspan. 
With  unemployment  hovering  around  7 
percent,  do  you  think  there’s  room  to  ease 
interest  rates  a  little  bit  to  spur  the  econo¬ 
my? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I  think  you  know 


me  well  enough,  Mik,  [Jim  Miklaszewski, 
NBC  News]  that  that  is  not  a  question  that 
I’m  about  to  answer  at  the  moment.  I  think 
that  what  we  committed  to  do,  and  I’ve 
said  this  innumerable  times  before  the  Con¬ 
gress  in  the  various  sessions  that  we’ve  been 
at,  is  to  try  to  maintain  the  maximum  long¬ 
term  sustainable  economic  growth  that  is 
possible.  And  that  we  hope  that  the  basic 
policies  which  we  engage  in  will  implement 
that.  And  as  I’ve  said  innumerable  times 
before  the  Congress,  that  trying  to  keep  the 
inflation  under  control  is  a  necessary  condi¬ 
tion  to  maximizing  economic  growth  and 
employment,  and  keeping  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  at  as  low  a  feasible  level  as  one 
can  conceive. 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  with  all  the  current 
conditions:  inflation,  unemployment, 

growth? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I’m  never  satisfied 
with  the  state  of  conditions.  We  always 
have  something  out  of  balance  which  re¬ 
quires  redressing,  and  hopefully  we  will 
work  in  that  direction  to  do  what  is  re¬ 
quired. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  you’d  take 
that  question.  Do  you  feel,  given  the  favor¬ 
able  economic  data  we’ve  seen  in  recent 
weeks,  that  there’s  room  for  further  easing 
of  the  money  supply? 

The  President  I  don’t  get  into  that, 
public.  I  thought  he  gave  a  brilliant  answer 
in  saying  he  wouldn’t  answer  it.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  some  of  your  advisers 
have  suggested  that  the  Fed  is  not  allowing 
the  money  supply  to  grow  fast  enough  to 
assure  the  kind  of  growth  that  they  would 
like  to  see.  You  majored  in  economics  in 
college.  Do  you  agree  with  that?  [Laughter] 

The  President  Having  majored  in  eco¬ 
nomics  at  Yale,  why,  I’m  probably  the  least 
well-qualified  to  comment  on  that  of  any¬ 
body.  But  look,  I  can’t  say  what  level  of — 
where  within  these  cones  of  targets  that  the 
Fed  should  operate;  that’s  not  my  job.  My 
job  is  to  be  concerned  overall  about  the 
economy.  I’ve  expressed  my  interest  in 
lower  rates  from  time  to  time.  I  think  the 
Chairman  has  expressed  his  interest  in 
seeing  a  growing  economy,  so  I’d  have  to 
leave  it  real  general. 

And  I  would  not  be  standing  here  next  to 
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Chairman  Greenspan  for  this  assignment  if 
I  didn’t  have  full  confidence.  That  isn’t  to 
say  that  you’re  never  going  to  have  differ¬ 
ences  between  an  administration  and  the 
Fed.  Bui:  I  think  as  you  look  back  historical¬ 
ly,  you’ll  find  that  there  has  been  far  more 
compatibility  and  congeniality  in  terms  of 
outlook  between  the  Fed  Chairman  and  our 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  economic  ad¬ 
visers  here.  And  I  can’t  say  there  have 
never  been  differences  of  how  we  look  at  a 
problem.  My  view  is  to  keep  the  interest 
rates  as  low  as  possible  without  getting  in¬ 
flation  out  of  control  and  to  see  this  country 
grow.  And  it  is  very  important  to  our  eco¬ 
nomic  program  and  to  the  world,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  opportunities  for  people  around 
the  world,  to  see  a  growing  world  economy. 
And  I’m  satisfied  that  in  a  broad  sense 
Chairman  Greenspan  shares  those  goals. 

Then  I  got  two  more,  and  then  I’m  leav¬ 
ing.  Once,  twice - 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  announced 
your  bank  reform  act  to  the  holding  compa¬ 
nies,  you  said  that  they  had  an  obligation  to 
the  banks,  that  is,  to  make  credit  available 
when  interest  rates  came  down.  And  some 
of  the  manufacturers  have  said  that  that’s 
just  not  happening.  What  are  you  going  to 
do  and  what  is  the  Fed  going  to  do  to  try  to 
stimulate  that? 

The  President.  Well,  I  will  say,  again, 
good  banks  should  make  good  loans.  And 
there  are  some  problems.  There  have  been 
some  problems  in  the  banking  system.  I 
think  there’s  some  indication  that  the  banks 
are  doing  better  now.  Certainly,  if  you’ll 
take  a  look  at  the  stock  exchange,  the  way 
some  of  the  bank  stocks  have  reacted,  I 
think  you’ll  see  reason  for  the  public  saying, 
hey,  there’s  room  for  a  little  optimism  here. 

But  I  still  feel  that  good  banks  should  be 
making  more  good  loans.  Some  have  taken 
the  lower,  the  differential  on  interest  rates 
and  used  it  to  improve  their  balance  sheets. 
And  that’s  a  highly  technical  point,  but  it’s 
an  important  one.  And  we  can’t  dictate  to 
the  private  sector  what  they  ought  to  do. 
But  if  we  do  our  fiscal  job  right  here,  if  we 
keep  the  lid  on  that  spending  as  best  we 
can  by  fully  seeing  that  Congress  and  our¬ 
selves  stay  with  this  budget  agreement  that 
was  so  controversial  a  year  ago,  then  I  think 
we  are  doing  our  part  in  providing  a  cli¬ 


mate  in  which  these  banks  can  prosper  and 
in  which  these  banks  can  then  start  doing 
what  I’d  like  to  see  them  do  as  soon  as 
feasible:  good  loans  made  by  sound  banks. 

And  so,  I’m  a  little  more  optimistic  on 
this  question  of  banks  because  it  does  look 
like  the  market  is  saying,  wait  a  minute, 
they  may  have  turned  a  corner  here. 
Having  said  that,  there  may  still  be  some 
problems  out  there.  But  it’s  predicated  on  a 
growing  economy,  the  success,  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  improvement,  in  my  view. 

Banking  Reform 

Q.  A  followup  on  this,  sir?  Taking  the 
spread  to  the  bottom  line,  though,  doesn’t 
achieve  what  you  wanted.  And  I’m  wonder¬ 
ing  if  you  will  keep  your  implicit  suggestion 
that  your  lobbying  for  the  bank  reform  act 
or  the  Brady  bank  reform  act,  as  you  call 
it - 

The  President.  Absolutely. 

Q.  - is  contingent  upon  the  availability 

of  credit. 

The  President  No,  my  lobbying  for  it  is 
unconnected  to  the  availability  of  credit.  I 
think  we  need  reform.  And  Nick  Brady’s 
done  a  great  job  bringing  that  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Congress.  We’re  getting  biparti¬ 
san  cooperation  on  many  facets  of  that  bill. 
So,  I  don’t  think  the  two  should  be  linked.  I 
mean,  I  really  think  that  banking  reform 
can  stand  on  its  own  strong  two  feet.  And  it 
has  some  regulatory  changes.  It  has  some 
changes  in  what  banks  are  permitted  to  do. 

And  so,  I  remain — I’m  glad  you  brought  it 
up  because  we  are  firmly  committed  to  the 
banking  reform  legislation.  We’ve  had  the 
leaders  of  the  Congress  down  to  tell  them 
that.  And  perhaps  I  haven’t  been  quite  as 
visible  or  as  vocal  on  this  as  I  feel  I  should 
be  because  of  the  press  of  other  problems. 
But  it’s  most  appropriate  it’s  raised  at  this 
meeting  here.  And  we  are  committed. 

Abortion 

Q.  I  just  want  to  see  if  we  could  get  you 
to  expand  a  little  bit  on  your  comments 
earlier  today  on  being  willing  to  consider  a 
compromise  on  the  abortion  counseling  reg¬ 
ulation? 

The  President.  No,  you  can’t  get  me  to 
expand  on  it. 
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Q.  Just  tell  us  whether  you  have  been 
concerned  by  arguments  that  it  could  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  doctor-patient  relationship? 

The  President  No,  I  can’t  help  you  at  all 
except  to  say  that — stories  this  morning — if 
there  is  a  chance  to  work  out  something,  I’d 
be  glad  to  do  it.  But  I  also  pointed  out  I 
ought  not  to  be  asked  to  violate  my  funda¬ 
mental  positions  on  this  whole  question  of 
abortion  and  Federal  funding  and  the  ex¬ 
ceptions  and  all  of  that.  I  am  not  going  to 
change  the  position.  But  if  there’s  some  lan¬ 
guage  as  it  relates  to  some  regulation  that 
can  be  resolved,  why,  so  be  it.  So  much  the 
better. 

We’ve  got  enough  contentious  items  out 
there  that  divide  this  country,  and  I  want  to 
see  the  country  come  together.  And  in  this 
whole  question,  somebody — I  don’t  think  I 
responded  to  it  early  on,  about  the  “big 
tent”  theory  that  Atwater  propounded.  Of 
course,  I  feel  that  way.  We’ve  got  people  in 
our  party  that  differ  on  this  issue,  and  the 
Democrats  have  plenty  of  people  in  their 
party  that  differ  on  this  issue. 

So,  if  there’s  room  for  some  compromise 
or  some  accommodation  on  a  regulation, 
without  asking  me  to  fundamentally  change 
my  convictions  on  this  question,  so  be  it. 
And  we  ought  to  try  to  resolve  that.  But  I 
don’t  know  whether  it’s  possible.  I’ve  had 
some  interesting  talks  with  Senator  Chafee 
and  others  who  are  trying  to  get  actually 
two  vehicles,  as  I  understand.  One  is  an 
HHS  appropriations - 

Mr.  Sununu.  Labor-HHS  appropriation. 

The  President.  Labor-HHS.  And  the  other 
is  a  free-standing  legislation  approach  by 
Senator  Chafee  to  try  to  work  something 
out. 

So  of  course,  I’d  like  to  see  accommoda¬ 
tion.  But  I  am  not  going  to  change  my  fun¬ 
damental  position  on  this  issue  that  for  me 
is  a  very  moral  issue.  And  I  understand 
when  people  as  Republicans  differ  with  me, 
And  I  understand  when  Democrats  that 
feel  as  I  do  agree  with  me.  So,  let’s  try  to 
keep  the  tent  broad.  Let’s  try  to  reduce  the 
numbers  of  contentious  fights  we  have  in 
this  country  and  bring  the  country  togeth¬ 
er.  But  I  am  not  going  to  change  my  funda¬ 
mental  position. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Q.  In  the  debate  you  had  said  you  had 


not  sorted  out  the  penalties - 

Q.  Mr.  Greenspan? 

Q.  How  do  you  view  the  growing  pres¬ 
sure  for  higher  interest  rates  in  Germany? 

The  President.  Do  you  want  any  more  or 
do  you — they’ll  keep  you  all  day.  This 
crowd  is  outrageous.  They’ll  keep  you  all 
day  long.  Especially  Helen  Thomas,  who 
knows  that  I  cleared  that  question  up  years 
ago.  But  anyway,  do  you  have  anything 
you’d  like  to  say? 

Q.  No,  you  didn’t. 

The  President.  What  are  your  views  on 
abortion? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I’ll  give  them.  I 
can  talk  about  tennis  all  day. 

Q.  How  about  abortion? 

Q.  Chairman  Greenspan,  please. 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I’ve  got  a  couple  of 
minutes.  I’ve  got  to  go. 

The  Economy 

Q.  How  do  you  view  the  growing  pres¬ 
sure  in  Germany  towards  higher  interest 
rates?  If  interest  rates  rise  in  Germany,  can 
we  combat  that  from  coming  into  our 
system  and  causing  our  interest  rates  to 
climb  at  a  time  when  we  are  trying  to  re¬ 
cover? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  Well,  remember 
that  because  exchange  rates  are  free  to 
move,  to  the  extent  that  there  are  pressures 
that  would  occur  by  changes  in  interest 
rates  in  any  country,  they  need  not  impact 
on  interest  rates  in  the  United  States  be¬ 
cause  whatever  forces  are  moving  are  likely 
to  be  absorbed  in  a  change  in  exchange 
rates  rather  than  interest  rates. 

Q.  So,  you’re  not  concerned  about 
any - 

Chairman  Greenspan.  Well,  obviously, 
we’re  monitoring  the  International  Mone¬ 
tary  System,  and  I  am  in  continuous  contact 
with  my  colleagues  abroad,  especially  the 
president  of  the  Bundesbank.  And  we  co¬ 
ordinate  policies  in  a  manner  which,  in  our 
judgment,  minimize  the  international  re¬ 
percussions  that  could  occur  from  policies 
that  either  one  of  us  tends  to  take. 

Q.  The  differentials  right  now  are  okay? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I  would  just  as 
soon  not  discuss  that  because  that  implies 
what  policies  might  or  might  not  be  taken 
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by  Federal  Reserve  or  the  Bundesbank,  so  I 
would  like  to  back  off. 

Q.  Mr.  Chairman,  do  you  see  any  signs  of 
inflation  reemerging  from  any  sources  as 
this  recovery  gets  underway?  Do  you  spot 
anything  like  that  in  the  data? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  Not  yet.  In  other 
words,  the  one  element  in  the  outlook 
which  I  find  encouraging  is  that  we’ve 
come  to  a  point  where  inflationary  pres¬ 
sures  are  really  very  muted.  That’s  not  to 
say  we  should  not  be  concerned  about  their 
being  reignited  at  some  point,  but  merely 
examining  the  existing  state  of  data  gives 


one  some  confidence  that  inflation  is  well- 
contained  at  this  stage. 

I  can  do  one  more  question,  and  then  I’ve 
got  to  run.  Thank  you  very  much,  ladies 
and  gentlemen. 

Q.  What  are  you  going  to  do  differently 
in  your  next  term? 

Chairman  Greenspan.  I  haven’t  a  clue. 
[Laughter] 

Note :  The  President's  89th  news  conference 
began  at  5:56  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at 
the  White  House. 


Remarks  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With  Foreign  Minister  Aleksandr 
Bessmertnykh  of  the  Soviet  Union 
July  11,  1991 


The  President.  Someday  I  want  to  get 
Mikhail  up  there  to  the  seashore.  I  think  he 
would  enjoy  that.  In  the  summer;  the 
winter  is  hell — it’s  cold. 

But,  again,  my  sincere  thanks  to  both  of 
you  for  making  this  trip.  I  know  it  is  an 
inconvenience.  You  did  it  on  very,  very 
short  notice,  and  I  think  it  demonstrates 
President  Gorbachev’s  interest,  your  inter¬ 
est,  Moiseyev’s  interest  in  reaching  accord 
on  START  which  is  important  to  both  our 
countries.  But  thank  you  very,  very  much 
for  coming. 

And  I  think  the  American  people  see  this 
as  a  significant  step  of  principle  by  the 
Soviet  Union.  I  want  to  encourage  that  view 
because  that  is  exactly  what  it  is,  on  very 
short  notice  to  come  here  to  try  to  work  out 
these  details. 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  We  very 
much  appreciate  this  opportunity  to  share 
the  views  and  positions  on  the  remaining 
issues  of  the  START.  And  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  has  sent  you  a  letter  on  this  issue — 
helpful.  So  we  shall  develop  with  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  I  think,  the  final  stage  of  the  treaty. 
There  is  a  chance  that  both  sides  will 

come— we’ll  try  together.  I  think - 

The  President  We’ll  see  how  we  do  on  it. 
I  still  remain  convinced  that  it  is  in  our 
interest— I  am  just  thinking  now  of  the 


United  States — to  have  a  meeting  with 
President  Gorbachev  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
in  Moscow,  because  there  are  so  many 
issues,  other  issues  that  we  need  to  discuss, 
too.  But  we’ve  all  set  this  one  as  kind  of  a 
sine  qua  non,  so  I  hope  we  can  get  it  re¬ 
solved. 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  Yes. 

The  President  Will  you  please  extend  my 
best  wishes  and  say  that — I  know  I  speak 
for  others  that  will  be  at  the  Economic 
Summit  in  saying  we  are  delighted  he  is 
coming  there.  And  I  just — I  think  it  will  go 
well.  We  all  remain  committed  to  the  dra¬ 
matic  changes  that  you  have  undertaken 
there  and  the  reforms.  So,  we’ll  see  where 
that  goes.  And  I’m  sorry  I  won’t  be  here  all 
day  long  to  work  with  you  on  this.  Some  of 
it  is  so  technical  we’ve  got  to  rely  on  the 
experts. 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  Yes. 

The  President  I’m  not  overlooking  you, 
but — [laughter]. 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  I  under¬ 
stand. 

Q.  Mr.  Foreign  Minister,  Secretary  Baker 
said  yesterday  that  the  U.S.  is  hoping  you 
are  coming  here  with  answers  to  the  very 
concrete  proposal  tabled  in  Geneva.  Do  you 
have  those  answers? 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  In 


868 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  July  11 


Geneva,  we  have  made  definite  progress  on 
both  sides.  We  have  moved  on  certain  posi¬ 
tions,  but  still  there  are  three  major  techni¬ 
cal  things  to  overcome.  And  we  have  some 
ideas  from  the  United  States  and  we  have 
brought  some  of  our  ideas,  so  we’ll  try  to 
merge  them.  And  I  hope  that  we  shall  have 
a  productive  discussion. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  the  chances  are 
that  you  will  be  able  to  break  those  prob¬ 
lems  at  this  meeting? 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  Well,  I 


am  hopeful.  We’ll  try.  We’ll  try. 

The  President.  The  man  is  looking  for 
odds.  We  don’t  give  odds  in  the  Oval 
Office.  [Laughter]  It’s  like  handicapping  a 
horse  race.  Can’t  give  it  to  you,  Norm 
[Norm  Sandler,  United  Press  International]. 
Nice  try,  though. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:35  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Reports  on  Sanctions 
Regarding  Employment  of  Unauthorized  Aliens 


July  11,  1991 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  first  and  second 
annual  reports  on  implementation  and 
impact  of  employer  sanctions.  These  reports 
are  required  by  section  402  of  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  Reform  and  Control  Act  of  1986 


(Public  Law  99-603;  8  U.S.C.  1324a  note). 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  11,  1991. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Appointment  of 
Ronald  W.  Roskens  as  a  Deputy  Coordinator  for  United  States 
Assistance  to  Eastern  Europe 
July  11,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  AID  Administrator  Ronald  W. 
Roskens  as  an  additional  Deputy  Coordina¬ 
tor  for  U.S.  Assistance  to  Eastern  Europe. 
The  Coordinator  is  Deputy  Secretary  of 
State  Lawrence  S.  Eagleburger,  and  the 
two  current  Deputy  Coordinators  are 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Treasury  John  Robson 
and  Council  of  Economic  Advisers  Chair¬ 
man  Michael  Boskin. 

The  Office  of  the  Coordinator  was  cre¬ 
ated  in  December  1989  in  connection  with 
the  Support  for  Eastern  European  Democ¬ 
racy  (SEED)  Act  of  that  year  to  oversee  the 
effective  delivery  of  U.S.  assistance  and  sup¬ 
port  to  the  economic  reforms  then  being 


undertaken  by  Poland  and  Hungary.  Since 
then,  as  political  and  economic  reforms 
have  spread  to  most  of  Eastern  Europe,  the 
SEED  program  and  the  work  of  the  Coordi¬ 
nator  has  also  been  extended. 

U.S.  grant  assistance  for  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe  amounts  to  more  than  $1  bil¬ 
lion  for  1989-91,  with  an  additional  $470 
million  requested  for  FY  1992.  AID  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  administration  of  most  of  this 
assistance  and  channels  a  substantial  portion 
of  it  through  the  Enterprise  Funds  for 
Poland,  Hungary,  and  Czechoslovakia, 
which  are  directed  by  private  boards  to  fi¬ 
nance  enterprise  development  in  these 
three  countries. 
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Nomination  of  John  Giffen  Weinmann  for  the  Rank  of  Ambassador 
While  Serving  as  Chief  of  Protocol  for  the  White  House 
July  11,  1991 


The  President  has  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  appoint  John  Giffen  Weinmann,  of 
Louisiana,  to  be  Chief  of  Protocol  for  the 
White  House.  He  would  succeed  Joseph 
Verner  Reed.  In  conjunction  with  this  posi¬ 
tion,  the  President  has  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Mr.  Weinmann  for  the 
rank  of  Ambassador  while  so  serving. 

Since  1989  Ambassador  Weinmann  has 
served  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Finland.  Prior 
to  this,  Ambassador  Weinmann  served  as  a 
member  of  the  national  finance  committee 
for  George  Bush  for  President  and  as  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  finance  chairman  for  the 


George  Bush  for  President /Louisiana  Victo¬ 
ry  ’88.  He  served  as  president  and  director 
for  Waver ly  Oil  Corp.,  1979-1989.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Weinmann  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Eason  Oil  Co.,  1977,  and  director, 
1961-1980.  He  has  been  involved  in  numer¬ 
ous  professional  and  civic  organizations. 

Ambassador  Weinmann  graduated  from 
Tulane  University  (B.A.,  1950,  and  J.D., 
1952).  He  was  born  August  29,  1928,  in 
New  Orleans,  LA.  Ambassador  Weinmann 
served  in  the  U.S.  Naval  Reserve.  He  is 
married,  has  five  children,  and  resides  in 
Metairie,  LA. 


Nomination  of  Donald  A.  Laidlaw  To  Be  a  Deputy  Under  Secretary 
of  Education 
July  11,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Donald  A.  Laidlaw,  of 
New  York,  to  be  Deputy  Under  Secretary 
for  Management  at  the  Department  of  Edu¬ 
cation.  He  would  succeed  Thomas  E.  Anfin- 
son. 

Since  1982  Mr.  Laidlaw  has  served  as  the 
IBM  director  of  executive  resources  and  de¬ 
velopment  in  Armonk,  NY.  Prior  to  this  he 
held  several  positions  at  IBM,  including  cor¬ 


porate  director  of  executive  resources,  di¬ 
rector  of  personnel  for  the  data  processing 
division,  and  director  of  personnel  planning 
in  data  processing  group  headquarters. 

Mr.  Laidlaw  graduated  from  St.  Law¬ 
rence  University  (B.A.,  1952).  He  was  born 
September  21,  1930,  in  Ogdensburg,  NY. 
Mr.  Laidlaw  served  in  the  U.S.  Army,  1952- 
1954.  He  is  married,  has  three  children,  and 
resides  in  Chappaqua,  NY. 


Nomination  of  Jill  E.  Kent  To  Be  Chief  Financial  Officer  at  the 
Department  of  State 
July  IJ  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Jill  E.  Kent,  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  be  Chief  Financial  Officer 
at  the  Department  of  State.  This  is  a  new 
position. 

Since  1989  Ms.  Kent  has  served  as 
Deputy  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Manage¬ 


ment  at  the  Department  of  State.  Prior  to 
this  she  served  at  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  as  Assistant  Secretary  for  Manage¬ 
ment,  1988-1989;  Principal  Deputy  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  for  Departmental  Finance 
and  Management,  1986-1988;  and  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Finance  and  Plan- 
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ning,  1985-1986. 

Ms.  Kent  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Michigan  (B.A.,  1970)  and  George  Wash¬ 
ington  University  (J.D.,  1975,  and  LL.M., 


1979).  She  was  born  June  1,  1948,  in  De¬ 
troit,  MI.  Ms.  Kent  is  married  and  resides  in 
Washington,  DC. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Prime  Minister  Toshiki 
Kaifu  of  Japan  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
July  11,  1991 


The  President  May  I  just  say  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  how  pleased  Barbara  and  I — to  have 
the  Kaifus,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Japan 
here  at  Maine.  We’ve  begun  our  talks.  And 
thus,  we  haven’t  covered  every  topic,  but 
one  thing  that  I  do  want  to  say  up  front  is 
that  I  was  very  pleased  to  firmly  accept  his 
very  generous  invitation  to  come  to  Japan, 
and  I  plan  to  do  that — we’ll  work  out  the 
exact  dates — but  sometime  near  the  end  of 
November.  But  it  is  a  firm  invitation  and  a 
firm  acceptance,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to 
it  very  much. 

Again,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  welcome.  Did 
you  want  to  have  an  opening? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Mr.  President,  thank 
you  very  much  for  those  kind  words  of 
yours.  I’m  most  grateful  that,  in  spite  of  the 
very  recent  meeting  that  we  had  only  in 
past  April  in  California,  you’ve  been  kind 
enough  to  also  receive  me  again  here  in 
Kennebunkport  in  your  summer  house  in  a 
very  family-like  atmosphere,  with  my  wife 
as  well.  And  thank  you  so  much  for  that. 

We’ve  been  discussing  various  matters, 
and  I’m  most  satisfied  with  the  talks  that 
we’ve  been  having.  I  also  would  like  to 
thank  you  for  promising  to  visit  Japan  later 
this  year.  And  together  with  the  entire  Jap¬ 
anese  nation,  I’ll  be  looking  forward  to  your 
visit  to  Japan. 

Japan-U.S ,  Relations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  the  Prime  Minister 
bring  a  check  along?  And  have  you  solved 
the  rice  problem?  And  do  you  think  that 
there’s  a  growing  anti-Japanese  sentiment 
in  this  country? 

The  President.  I  can  handle  this  one. 
Before  I  answer  the  question  may  I  say  that 
I  predicted  with  100-percent  accuracy  who 


would  ask  the  first  question  and  what  it 
would  be.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Sorry. 

The  President.  On  the  question  of  the 
Gulf,  I  believe  that  matter  is  totally  re¬ 
solved.  I  think  Japan’s  total  contribution  has 
been  way  up  there — what’s — something  like 
$9  billion.  And  any  differences  that  might 
have  existed  between  the  United  States 
have  been  resolved,  and  we  will  brief  that 
to  the  United  States  Congress. 

On  the  question  of  rice  and  agricultural 
generally,  we’ve  just  determined  to  keep 
working  on  that.  There  are  differences,  no 
question  about  that.  But  we  both  agree  that 
a  successful  conclusion  of  the  Uruguay 
round,  particularly  hoping,  shooting  for  the 
end  of  the  year  or  early  next  year,  is  vital. 
So,  we  will  keep  working  the  rice  question 
and  the  other  questions.  There  are  four 
main  areas  in  trade:  agriculture,  market 
access,  and  a  couple  of  others.  And  I  think 
we’ll  keep  working  those  not  just  with 
Japan  but  with  Europe.  We’ve  got  some  big 
problems  with  Europe.  I’m  satisfied  we  can 
work  them  out. 

And  on  the  third  part  of  that  question,  I 
don’t  know  too  much  about  how  matters 
are  in  Japan  today,  and  that’s  one  of  the 
reasons  I’m  very  anxious  to  go  to  Japan  and 
find  out.  And  very  candidly,  there  may  be 
some  elements  there  of  anti-American  feel¬ 
ing,  and  I  can’t  deny  that  some  elements  in 
this  country  appear  to  want  to  bash  Japan, 
to  use  a  common  expression. 

I  think  Japan  has  been  a  good  partner  in 
many,  many  ways.  And  we  have  a  strong 
bilateral  relationship  that  I  believe  this  visit 
will  enhance  even  further.  To  those  in 
either  country  that  might  harbor  concerns 
about  the  other,  let  me  simply  say  this  rela- 
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tionship  is  big,  it’s  broad,  it’s  strong.  It  tran¬ 
scends  any  one  issue  or  another.  And  I 
salute  the  Prime  Minister  for  his  part  in 
strengthening  this  bilateral  relationship  that 
I  feel  so  strongly  about.  It  is  critical. 

And  the  United  States  has  broad  interests 
in  Asia,  and  Japan  has  broad  interests,  as 
one  that’s  helped  us  enormously  in  South 
America.  And  so,  where  there  are  differ¬ 
ences,  they  are  outweighed  by  the  common 
ground  that  we  share  and  the  common  ob¬ 
jectives  that  we  share. 

Would  you,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  do  you 
want  to — it’s  a  very  important  question. 
Would  you  be  interested  in  saying  any¬ 
thing?  If  not,  we’ll  go  to  the  next  question. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Let  me  also  respond 
to  those  questions  very  briefly.  First  of  all, 
from  the  very  beginning,  Japan  has  been 
cooperating  in  the  context  of  activities  to 
recover  peace  in  the  Gulf  area,  and  to  date, 
we  submitted  to  the  Diet,  the  Japanese  Par¬ 
liament,  a  bill  for  appropriating  such  contri¬ 
butions.  We  asked  the  Japanese  people  to 
accept  a  tax  increase  for  that  purpose.  And 
as  a  result,  we  expended  a  total  of  more 
than  $10  billion. 

I  explained  this  to  the  President  during 
our  meeting  today,  and  he  kindly  under¬ 
stood  that  point  and  he  was  kind  enough  to 
say  that  he  appreciated  these  Japanese  con¬ 
tributions. 

As  regards  the  rice  issue,  I  explained  to 
the  President  that  the  Japanese  position  and 
the  efforts  we’ve  been  making  and  will  be 
making  with  the  determination  that  the 
Uruguay  round  must  come  to  a  successful 
conclusion,  and  we  agreed  that  the  difficul¬ 
ties  that  all  of  us  have  respectively,  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  for  the  United  States  or  for  Japan 
and  the  European  Communities,  must  be 
discussed  and  resolved  in  the  process  of  the 
Uruguay  round  negotiations. 

We  believe  that  Japan-U.S.  relations  go 
far  beyond  just  these  individual  problems 
like  the  Uruguay  round  negotiations.  In  the 
London  economic  summit  meeting  that  will 
be  held  just  in  a  few  days,  we’ll  have  to 
discuss  how  we’re  going  to  address  the 
question  of  support  for  the  Soviet  Union  or 
the  major  issues  that  exist  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region.  And  there’s  also  the  Latin  American 
question  which  President  Bush  just  referred 
to,  as  well  as  our  response  to  the  East  Euro¬ 


pean  situation.  There  are  numerous  prob¬ 
lems  that  are  common  to  all  of  us,  and  we 
have  come  to  agreements  on  many  of  those 
issues  as  well. 

Let  me  say  one  last  thing.  When  it  comes 
to  Japan-U.S.  relations,  we  believe  that  in¬ 
stead  of  bashing  each  other  we  should  be 
basking  together,  looking  ahead  in  the  same 
direction.  And  to  enable  us  to  do  that,  we 
should  be  engaged  in  joint  efforts. 

The  President.  Have  you  got  one  for  the 
Prime  Minister? 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  both  of  you  are 
about  to  meet  Soviet  President  Gorbachev. 
I  believe  both  of  you  have  received  a  long 
letter  from  him.  Some  people  suggest  that 
Mr.  Gorbachev  is  racing  ahead  to  settle  a 
START  agreement  so  that  he  can  get  some 
economic  benefits  from  the  West.  Is  that 
true? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Well,  my  views  are 
that,  to  the  extent  the  correct  orientation  of 
perestroika  continues  or  sustains,  then  the 
West  should  support  the  Soviets.  And  re¬ 
garding  what  would  be  necessary  in  that 
respect,  we  had  discussion  last  year  at  the 
Houston  summit  meeting,  and  following 
that  summit  meeting  there  was  a  survey 
conducted  by  IMF  and  three  other  interna¬ 
tional  institutions  which  produced  a  report. 

We  to  date  have  been  providing  the  max¬ 
imum  possible  technical  support  for  the  So¬ 
viets,  and  we  shall  try  and  give  support  to 
them  so  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  become 
a  member  of  the  international  community, 
sharing  the  same  orientation  with  us. 

The  President.  May  I  add  on  that  that  I 
agree  with  the  Prime  Minister’s  approach 
there,  and  there  is  no  linkage  of  the  nature 
you  asked  about  between  conclusion  of  a 
START  agreement  and  economic  aid  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  They’re  simply  not  linked. 
They’re  both  important;  each  is  important 
in  its  own  right.  We  will  be  addressing  the 
economic  situation  in  multilateral  way  at 
the  G-7. 

But  the  START  agreement,  there’s  no 
truth  to  the  matter  that  he’s  speeding  up 
START  so  he  can  get  money  or  get  eco¬ 
nomic  benefit  out  of  the  G-7  meeting — 
none,  no  connection. 
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Q.  Mr.  President. 

The  President  This  gentleman  here  with 
the  glasses  in  his  hand. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director 
Nominee 

Q.  In  view  of  new  revelations  that  the 
CIA  purposely  misled  Congress  on  the  Iran- 
contra  affair,  the  Senate  Intelligence  Com¬ 
mittee  voted  unanimously  this  afternoon  to 
indefinitely  postpone  hearings  on  the  Gates 
nomination.  Do  you  think  that’s  justified? 
Are  they  going  to  find  anything? 

The  President.  One,  I  don’t  think  that’s 
what  they  did,  and  two,  they  ought  to  get 
on  with  the  confirmation.  I  don’t  think  you 
can  accept  some  closed-door  allegation 
that — nothing  that  I  understand  involving 
Mr.  Gates — and  suggest  that  hearings  on 
this  fine  man  should  be  delayed. 

But  it’s  not  my  understanding,  Jim  (Jim 
Miklaszewski,  NBC  News],  that  that’s  what 
they  did. 

Q.  Well,  as  I  understand  it,  they  post¬ 
poned  the  hearings  which  were  to  be  next 
week. 

The  President.  I  thought  they  were  going 
to  have  a — let  me  get  some  help  from 
Marlin.  I’ve  been  in  a  meeting  all  day. 

Mr.  Fitz water.  I  think  they  just  delayed 
consideration  until  Monday  on  when  it’s 
going  to  start.  They  didn’t  reach  any  deci¬ 
sions — 

Q.  A  followup  to  that,  sir.  You’ve  been 
head  of  the  CIA;  you  know  how  it  works. 
Does  it  stretch  credibility  at  all  to  believe 
that  Gates’  immediate  superiors  and  imme¬ 
diate  subordinates  knew  what  was  going  on 
and  Mr.  Gates  did  not? 

The  President.  Doesn’t  stretch  my  credi¬ 
bility  because  I  believe  firmly  in  Bob  Gates’ 
word.  And  he’s  a  man  of  total  honor,  and  he 
should  be  confirmed  as  Director  of  Central 
Intelligence.  And  when  you  have  behind- 
doors,  closed-door  allegations  that  nobody 
really  knows  anything  about,  I’m  not  sure 
where  the  fairness  element  comps  in  on 
that  one,  Jim. 

That’s  domestic.  Do  you  want — do  you 
need  a  translation? 

A  question  for  the  Prime  Minister,  please. 
Japan-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  there’s  a  lot  of 


interest  in  my  part  of  the  United  States,  in 
Texas,  in  a  project  called  the  supercollider, 
and  I  know  that  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  seeking  Japanese  help  in  this 
project.  First,  did  you  discuss  this  at  all  with 
the  President,  and  secondly,  is  Japan  pre¬ 
pared  or  planning  to  make  some  substantial 
financial  contribution  to  that  project? 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  did  not  discuss 
this  issue  of  superconducting  collider  today, 
but  in  the  past,  I  received  explanation  from 
President  Bush  about  the  U.S.  position  on 
this.  And  we’ve  also  received  requests  for 
full  cooperation;  the  Japanese  Government 
has  in  the  past  received  a  request  for  coop¬ 
eration  from  the  United  States. 

There  is  growing  awareness  in  Japan  that 
this  sort  of  thing,  superconducting  collider, 
is  important  for  science  and  technology. 
And  researchers  in  Japan  are  studying  what 
sort  of  cooperation  would  be  possible.  How¬ 
ever,  I  am  not  prepared  today,  here,  to  say 
what  sort  of  financial  cooperation  is  possi¬ 
ble.  And  I  might  add  that  scientific  and 
technological  research  in  Japan  is  being  car¬ 
ried  under  difficult  financial  situations  as 
well. 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President.  Now,  wait  a  minute.  These 
guys  haven’t  had  any,  the  Japanese  press 
corps. 

But  let  me  say  on  the  supercollider,  we 
only  got  this  far  through  our  talking  points, 
and  we’ve  got  this  far  to  go — supercollider 
is  in  here.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  ask  him  for  some 
funds? 

The  President.  Toshiki,  be  careful. 
[Laughter] 

I  think — we  haven’t  heard  from  any  of 
the  Japanese  press. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations  and  the 
Soviet  Union 

Q.  The  question  was  whether  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  intariffication  was  raised  by  the 
President  with  regard  to  the  rice  issue,  and 
whether  there  was  any  discussion  on  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  did  discuss  the 
rice  issue,  as  I  mentioned  earlier,  but  not  in 
specifics.  As  I  mentioned  earlier,  what  we 
said  was  that  we  ought  to  deal  with  these 
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difficult  issues  in  the  course  of  the  Uruguay 
round  negotiations  and  that  Japan  would 
make  its  efforts  to  bring  about  a  successful 
conclusion  of  the  Uruguay  round  talks  by 
the  end  of  this  year. 

As  regards  support  for  the  Soviets,  we 
believe  it  is  important  to  first  sound  out 
what  are  the  wishes  of  the  Soviets,  and  we 
would  have  to  know  more  clearly  what  the 
economic  state  of  that  country  is,  the  politi¬ 
cal  situation  is  there,  and  so  on.  So,  we’ve 
not  said  that  we’ll  be  giving  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  that  country. 

The  President  Time  is  running  out.  We’re 
going  to  take  one  more  for  each  of  us,  if 
that’s  agreeable  to  you,  Mr.  Prime  Minister. 

Q.  Let  me  follow  up  on  that  question 
regarding  economic  support  for  the  Soviet 
Union.  You  mentioned  the  political  situation 
or  the  political  context.  Now,  there  still  re¬ 
mains  the  northern  territories  issue  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  the  Soviet  Union.  Did  you, 
Mr.  Prime  Minister,  explain  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  that  until  the  territorial  issue  is  re¬ 
solved,  Japan  will  not  be  in  a  position  to 
provide  any  large-scale  financial  support, 
and  were  you  able  to  have  the  President’s 
understanding  of  that  Japanese  position? 

The  Prime  Minister .  First  of  all,  when  we 
say  political  context,  in  the  first  place,  we 
believe  that  there  must  be  clear  indication 
from  the  Soviets  regarding  their  determina¬ 
tion  to  adopt  a  market  economy,  and  they 
also  have  to  indicate  to  us  their  outlook  of 
transformation  into  a  market  economy. 

Of  course,  in  this  regard,  what  is  most 
important  is  self-reliant  efforts  by  the  Sovi¬ 
ets  themselves.  And  both  of  us  agreed  that 
we  would  not  spare  our  efforts  in  cooperat¬ 
ing  with  them  by  providing  technical  sup¬ 
port  or  knowledge  or  intellectual  support 
for  them. 

Secondly,  they  also  have  to  make  clear  to 
us  that  they  will  be  shifting  their  resources 
away  from  military  to  civilian  purpose  or 
civilian  use.  This  is  a  matter  that  was  dis¬ 
cussed  last  year  at  the  Houston  summit 
meeting  as  well. 

And  the  third  point  is  that  in  the  context 
of  international  relations,  Soviet  perestroika, 
or  that  new-thinking  diplomacy,  will  have 
to  be  applied  more  broadly  across  the 
globe.  So,  these  are  the  points  that  com¬ 
prise  the  political  context  which  I  men¬ 


tioned. 

Now,  between  Japan  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  I  myself  had  a  meeting  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  recently,  and  a  joint  decla¬ 
ration  came  out  which  recognized  the  pri¬ 
mary  importance  of  the  efforts  to  sign  a 
peace  treaty  through  the  resolution  of  the 
territorial  issue  and  that  we  should  be  accel¬ 
erating  our  work  for  that  purpose.  And 
there  is  an  awareness  on  both  sides  that  it  is 
important  to  expand  our  relations  towards  a 
better  balance.  This  President  Bush  under¬ 
stood  kindly  and  gave  his  support  to. 

The  President.  May  I — Toshiki,  with  your 
permission — I’m  in  trouble  because  I  recog¬ 
nized  two  different  reporters.  And  if  I 
might  take  these  two  that  will  end  it,  if 
that’s  agreeable. 

Once.  Twice. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir.  I  want  to  return  to  the 
issue  of  rice  and  the  Japanese  position  on 
rice  imports  into  their  country.  Does  that 
make  your  job  more  difficult  when  you  go 
to  Europe  and  trying  to  get  them  to  break 
down,  to  lower  their  barriers  to  American 
agricultural  imports? 

The  President  Well,  clearly,  if  we  could 
get  agreement  on  rice,  it  would  facilitate 
the  whole  Uruguay  round  process.  Having 
said  that,  there  are  things  in  our  agricultur¬ 
al  policy  that  cause  some  of  our  foreign 
friends  difficulties.  I’d  cite  the  agricultural 
enhancement  program.  And  some  raise 
with  us  quotas  that  we  have  on  various 
commodities.  So,  what  we’ve  got  to  do  is  lay 
all  these  things  on  the  table  and  try  to 
bring  them  to  a  conclusion,  hopefully  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Associated  Press — Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  As¬ 
sociated  Press]? 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  received  a  long 
letter  from  Mr.  Gorbachev  this  morning,  as 
you  said,  and  we’re  told  that  in  it  he  out¬ 
lined  the  presentation  that  he’ll  make  to 
you  and  the  other  G— 7  leaders  next  week  in 
London,  and  presumably,  answering  some 
of  the  specific  concerns  that  you  had  before 
you  were  willing  to  make  any  pledges  on 
economic  assistance  for  the  Soviet  Union. 
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Can  you  tell  us  whether,  in  fact,  you  feel, 
after  looking  at  this,  that  you  are  satisfied 
enough  that  his  reforms  are  proceeding  and 
he  has  an  adequate  plan  that  you  can 
pledge  some  assistance?  And  secondly,  can 
you  give  us  an  idea  of  what,  in  fact,  he’s 
asking  for?  And  is  it  a  promise  to  demilita¬ 
rize  the  economy  and  seek  technical  and 
other  types  of  assistance? 

The  President  It  is  true  that  President 
Gorbachev,  in  a  spirit  of  openness  and 
candor,  conveyed  a  rather  long  document 
to  the  United  States  and  to  the  other 
summit  participants.  Indeed,  I  handed  a 
copy  of  that  to  Prime  Minister  Kaifu  just  up 
in  the  living  room,  up  here  during  our  dis¬ 
cussions.  And  we  left  a  copy — gave  a  copy 
this  morning,  just  chopped  it  off  early  for 
Secretary  Baker. 

Now  for  the  bad  news.  I  have  not  had  a 
chance  to  read  this  entire  document,  nor  be 
briefed  on  the  entire  document.  It’s  work¬ 
ing  its  way  through  our  experts.  Doug  Paal 
is  up  here  with  us,  and  General  Scowcroft,  I 
believe,  has  had  a  chance  to  look  at  it  brief¬ 
ly.  But  I’m  just  not  in  a  position  to  com¬ 
ment  on  it  and  respond  to  this  penetrating 
and  most  appropriate  question  because  we 
have  not  reviewed  it.  But  it’s  unlikely  that 
it’ll  have  all  those  ingredients  that  you 
asked  about. 

Rita,  did  that  cover  all  those? 

Q .  Yes.  If  I  could  just  follow  up,  though. 
We’ve  seen  reports  from  Gorbachev  and  of 
Soviet  officials  that  they  will  promise  to  de¬ 
militarize  the  economy  and  to  seek  invest¬ 
ment  and  technical  assistance  rather  than 


some  large  cash  donation.  Just  based  on 
these  preliminary  reports,  do  you  have  a 
sense,  though,  that  you  will  be  able  to  come 
together  and  respond  favorably  to  Gorba¬ 
chev,  what  he’s  asking? 

The  President  Without  full  analysis,  I’m 
confident  we  can  come  together.  And  I 
would  identify  myself  with  the  remarks 
made  by  Prime  Minister  Kaifu  a  minute  ago 
in  terms  of  the  common  approach  that  we 
will  be  taking  as  we  try  to  help  and  assist 
the  Soviet  Union. 

That  concludes  the  press  conference.  But 
Toshiki,  let  me  just  say  once  again,  we  are 
very  pleased  you’re  here.  And  now  I  would 
like  to  invite  you  to  go  out  in  my  boat,  and 
we’ll  look  at  some  of  our  natural  resources, 
the  seals.  And  for  those  who  are  staying  at 
the  Shawmut,  we  will  come  tearing  by  and 
give  you  a  wave,  and  you  can  eat  your 
hearts  out. 

Welcome. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President's  90th  news  conference 
began  at  4:30  p.m.  on  the  lawn  of  his  home 
at  Walker's  Point  The  Prime  Minister  spoke 
in  Japanese,  and  his  remarks  were  translat¬ 
ed  by  an  interpreter.  In  the  news  confer¬ 
ence,  the  following  persons  were  referred  to: 
the  Prime  Minister's  wife,  Sachiyo  Kaifu; 
Robert  M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President 
and  Deputy  for  National  Security  Affairs, 
and  nominee  for  Director  of  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency;  and  Douglas  H.  Paal, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Na¬ 
tional  Security  Affairs  and  Senior  Director 
for  Asian  Affairs. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
July  12,  1991 


The  President.  Good-bye.  We’ll  get  back 
so  we  don’t  get  blown  away. 

Q.  Come  over  here  and  talk  to  us. 

The  President  I  don’t  want  to  get  blown 
away  over  there  either.  [Laughter] 

START  Negotiations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  share  with  us 
your  report  from  Secretary  Baker  on  the 


talks? 

The  President.  No,  I  can’t.  I’d  refer  you  to 
General  Scowcroft  on  that.  But  it’s  a  little — 
he  felt  they  were  leaning  forward - 

Japan-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  A  little  supercollider  talk  this  morn¬ 
ing? 

The  President.  Yes,  that  matter  did  come 
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up.  Yes,  it  did. 

Q .  Any  pledges? 

The  President  No,  but  I  think  there  was 
an  interest,  an  interest  in  this.  Hey,  listen, 
Fve  got  to  go  now.  Heavy  recreation 
coming  up  before  we  go  abroad,  so  Fve  got 
to  keep  going. 

Iran-Contra  Affair 

Q,  Mr.  President,  were  you  aware  of  the 

taped  telephone  conversation - 

The  President  No.  And  Fm  not  going  to 
get  into  that  at  all. 

Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Q.  How  about  marijuana? 

The  President  What? 

Q.  Marijuana  smoking  by  Thomas. 

The  President  How  about  it? 

Q,  Well,  aren't  you  appalled? 

The  President  Well,  Helen  [Helen 
Thomas,  United  Press  International],  I 
would  ask  all  of  us  to  examine  our  con¬ 
sciences  on  that.  And  I  think  the  matter  has 
been  put  in  proper  perspective,  and  I  think 
he  handled  it  very  well,  and  certainly,  in 
this  instance,  in  these  circumstances,  in  no 
way  is  disqualifying.  And  I  was  pleased  most 
of  the  Senators  that  spoke  out  said  the  same 
thing. 

Q.  What  about  his  expression  of  admira¬ 
tion  for  Farrakhan? 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director 
Nominee 

Q.  Has  Gates  told  you  about - 

The  President  Let  me  say  something  on 
the  Gates  matter.  What  are  we  coming  to 
here?  You're  talking  to  somebody  who  had 
to  prove  his  innocence,  me,  on  the  basis  of 
rumor.  It  was  alleged  by  people  that  we 
weren’t  sure  who  they  were,  that  I  was  in 
Paris  at  some  deal  to  keep  Americans  in 
captivity.  That’s  what  the  allegation  was 
against  me.  And  Fm  saying  to  myself:  Who's 
making  these  allegations?  What's  the  evi¬ 
dence?  What  have  we  come  to  in  this  coun¬ 
try  where  a  man  has  to  prove  his  innocence 
against  some  fluid,  movable  charge? 

And  now  Fm  thinking  about  Bob  Gates. 
And  Fm  saying:  What  is  all  this  about?  Isn’t 
the  people  that  might  be  accusing  him  of 
something — shouldn't  it  be  their  responsibil¬ 
ity  under  the  American  sense  of  fairplay?  I 


have  full  confidence  in  him.  But  what  is  this 
system  where  we  hear  through  some  leak  in 
some  newspaper  that  behind  closed  doors 
somebody  has  said  something,  and  thus  a  lot 
of  people  run  for  cover? 

I  have  confidence  in  Gates.  And  if  some¬ 
body  wants  to  accuse  him  of  something,  the 
Senate  is  absolutely  right  in  getting  that  de¬ 
termination  made  and  asking  for  the  evi¬ 
dence,  but  they  ought  not  to  have  it  ob¬ 
scured  by  some  testimony  that’s  been  going 
on  for  4  years.  They  ought  not  to  accept  a 
rumor.  They  ought  not  to  panic  and  run 
like  a  covey  of  quail  because  somebody  has 
made  an  allegation  against  a  man  whose 
work  I  trust  and  who,  as  I  understand  it, 
hasn’t  been  fingered  by  what’s  coming  out 
of  this  process. 

And  so,  I’m  glad  that  this  has  come  up 
again  because  I  think  what  we’re  entitled  to 
in  this  country  is  fairplay,  innocence  until 
guilty.  And  yes,  the  Senate  has  an  obliga¬ 
tion,  but  let’s  call  these  witnesses  that  are 
supposed  to  know  something  bad.  Isn’t  Bob 
Gates  entitled  to  that?  I  mean,  why  let 
them  run  for  cover  and  say,  let’s  hang  it  out 
all  over  next  summer?  Now,  if  Gates  wants 
to  do  that,  that’s  fine.  But  if  somebody 
asked  me  about  it,  I’d  say,  hey,  get  the  men 
up  there  that  are  making  these - 

Q.  We  don’t  understand - 

The  President  Excuse  me — get  the  men 
up  there  that  are  making  these  allegations. 
Isn’t  that  the  American  system  of  justice? 
What  is  it  when  we  hear  something  leaked 
to  a  newspaper  and  we  all  run  for  cover 
because  we’re — not  me,  because  I  know 
Bob  Gates  and  I  have  total  confidence  in 
the  man's  integrity  and  honor.  And  the 
Senate,  I  think,  now  owes  it  to  him  to 
promptly  call  his  accusers  or  those  who 
they  think,  who  we  understand  from  news¬ 
paper  articles  are  supposedly  making  accu¬ 
sations  against  him.  And  don’t  let  them  stay 
under  cover — “Well,  we  can’t  do  that  be¬ 
cause  we  have  this  other  ongoing  testimo¬ 
ny”  or  some  behind-closed-doors,  what  do 
they  call  these,  indictment  proceedings 
going  on.  That’s  not  the  American  way. 

We  sent  this  nomination  up  some  time 
ago.  And  if  everybody’s  going  to  get  flus¬ 
tered  and  panic  because  of  some  allegation 
where  we  don’t  even  know  that  the  person 
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is  accusing  him  of  anything — all  I’m  saying 
is  fairplay.  The  American - 

Q.  Do  you  think - 

The  President.  May  I  finish?  The  Ameri¬ 
can  people  understand  fairplay.  And  I  just 
hope  the  Senate  will  keep  this  in  mind.  I 
have  no  argument  with  Senator  Boren,  Sen¬ 
ator  Murkowski  wanting  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  it.  But  this  idea  that  it  will  be 
served  by  leaving  it  out  all  summer,  you 
know  and  I  know  there  will  be  questions 
every  single  day:  What  about  this  allega¬ 
tion?  What  about  that?  All  I’m  saying  is, 
from  everything  I’ve  seen,  yes,  let’s  get  to 
the  bottom  of  it,  but  let’s  bring  forward 
these  people  that  are  supposedly  fingering 
him.  Let’s  bring  forward  and  let  them  stand 
there  under  oath  before  the  Senate,  as  I 
think  the  Senate  intends  to  do.  But  why 
wait? 

This  nomination  has  been  there  a  long 
time.  And  now  we’re  hearing  that  there’s 
some  process  going  on  behind  closed  doors 
someplace  by  some  witness  who  hasn’t  fin¬ 
gered  Gates,  but  that’s  enough  to  hold  this 
up.  If  Bob  Gates  wants  to  hold  it  up,  fine.  If 
he  says  to  me  we  want  to  delay  it,  fine.  But 
other  than  that,  let  the  American  system  of 
fairplay  work.  Let  innocence  until  proved 
guilty  be  the  guideline  here,  and  let 
promptness.  We  need  a  good,  a  new  Direc¬ 
tor  to  follow  on  an  excellent  Director,  and 
we  need  it  soon,  to  run  this  intelligence 
community. 

So,  that’s  my  position.  And  I’m  glad,  Jim 
[Jim  Miklaszewski,  NBC  News],  that  you 
raised  it  again  because  I  really  feel  strongly 
about  this.  I  just  don’t  think  it’s  the  Ameri¬ 
can  way  to  bring  a  good  man  down  by 
rumor  and  insinuation.  That’s  not  the 
system. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it’s  Democrats  in  the 
Senate  looking  for  a  political  issue? 

The  President  No,  I  don’t  think  that.  I 
honestly  do  not. 

Q.  There’s  none  of  that  in  there? 

The  President.  Well,  not  as  long  as  David 
Boren  is  chairman.  He’s  not  looking  for  an 
issue.  Very  candidly,  I  think  he  shares  my 
high  regard.  If  anyone  else  is,  I  don’t  know 
of  it,  and  I  don’t  think  the  Senate  has  come 
to  that. 

Q.  What  about  Mitchell  and  the  leader¬ 
ship? 


The  President.  Well,  I  hope  not,  and  I 
don’t  think  so.  I  wouldn’t  accuse  George 
Mitchell  of  that.  Take  a  few  zingers  from 
him  once  in  a  while,  but  that’s  politics.  But 
I’m  not  going  to  try  to  put  a  political  tone 
on  this  thing.  I  think  this  is  too  serious  a 
business.  But  what  I  do  worry  about  is  that 
there’s  some  pusillanimity,  faint-hearted¬ 
ness.  You  hear  a  rumor,  and  then  you  run 
for  cover,  get  under  the  bush  like  a  quail, 
and  hope  that  you  don’t  get  flushed  out  for 
a  while.  That’s  not  what  this  is  about.  We’ve 
got  a  man’s  honor  and  integrity  on  the  line 
here. 

And  that’s  really  why  I  wanted  to  turn 
around  and  answer  the  last  question  that  I 
intend  to  answer,  except  for  the  one  Helen 
[Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International] 
was  shouting  at  me - 

Q.  What  I  was  going  to  ask  you  is  how  is 
it  possible  to  be  the  number  two  man  in  the 
CIA,  have  tapes  from  1984,  have,  obviously, 
everything  came  across  his  desk - 

The  President  No,  obviously,  it  might  not 
have. 

Q.  Why? 

The  President  Well,  because  that’s  some¬ 
times  the  way  it  works  in  a  compartmented 
system.  And  for  you  to  assume  that  it  has,  is 
exactly  what  I’m  talking  about.  That’s  not 
fair.  There  is  no  evidence.  You  can  raise  a 
hypothetical  question,  but  the  man  is  enti¬ 
tled— he’s  given  his  word  on  this  previously. 
And  that’s  the  way  I’d  answer  your  ques¬ 
tion.  And  if  it  looks  that  way,  fine,  let  the 
Senate  get  on  it  right  now,  and  not  me  try 
to  respond  to  a  hypothetical  question,  the 
question  challenging  this  man’s  honor  and 
integrity  right  here.  That’s  not  the  way  it 
works. 

Q.  That’s  not  the  question.  The  question 
is,  do  you  know  what’s  going  on  in  an 
Agency  where  you  work  topside? 

The  President  Sometimes  you  do;  and  if 
it’s  compartmented  and  the  Director  may 
have  done  something  differently,  maybe 
you  don’t.  But  that’s  a  matter  for  the  Senate 
to  decide.  Gates  has  already  stated  his  view 
on  that.  And  it  is  not  for  you  or  me,  Helen 
[Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International], 
to  suggest  that  the  order  is  such  that  that’s 
impossible.  And  that’s  what  your  question, 
fairly  or  unfairly,  imputes  to  me.  And  when 


877 


July  12  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


you  ask  it  and  it  goes  out  all  across  this 
country,  you’re  raising  doubts  in  the  minds 
of  the  American  people.  You’ve  got  to  do 
that;  that’s  your  job. 

Q.  I’m  not  doing  that. 

The  President.  You  are.  But  that  is  your 
job,  and  you  should  do  it - 

Q.  He  should  withdraw  his  nomina¬ 
tion — 

The  President  - and  my  view  is  he  is 

entitled  to  fairness.  And  fairness  is,  get  on 
with  it.  Don’t  leave  a  person  twisting  out 
there  because  of  a  hypothetical  situation  of 
this  nature. 

Q.  Should  the  independent  prosecutor 
also  get  on  with  his  investigation,  sir?  Be¬ 
cause  apparently - 

The  President  He’s  been  on  with  it  for  4 
years.  He  ought  to  get  on  with  it  and  off 
with  it,  in  my  view. 

Q.  Should  he  release  the  information  that 
pertains  to  Mr.  Gates? 

The  President  I  wish  he  would.  It’s  my 
understanding  that  he  doesn’t  have  any. 
But  yes,  that  would  be  extraordinarily  help¬ 
ful.  And  I  think  the  Senate  should  demand 
it.  But  they  shouldn’t  hold  it  up  based  on 
some  inquiry  over  here  that’s  been  going 
on  4  years.  This  is  the  intelligence  commu¬ 
nity  of  the  United  States.  I  have  nominated 
the  best  man  for  it.  And  it  just  distresses  me 
to  hear  hypotheses  raised  that  throw  ques¬ 
tion  on  his  integrity.  And  he’s  entitled  to 
get  it  up  with — this  thing’s  been  up  there 
for  some  time.  Now  along  comes  a  story  in 
a  newspaper  that  a  man  might — to — what 
do  you  call  it — plea  bargain  in  order  to  do 
something  else,  and  we’re  asked  to  say  this 
is  bad  for  Bob  Gates.  It’s  not  our  system. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Gates  about  this? 

The  President  No.  No,  I  haven’t  in  the 
last  couple  of  days. 

Q.  To  clear  the  air,  Mr.  President - 

1980  Hostage  Deal  Reports 

Q.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  President  is  moving 
on - 

The  President  Mr.  Speaker?  Come  on. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  No,  no.  The  Speaker  is  moving  to¬ 
wards — 

The  President  The  Speaker  is  moving. 
I’m  President,  he’s  Speaker.  [Laughter]  Re¬ 
member  that.  [Laughter] 


Q.  I’ll  try. 

The  President  Just  because  you’re  from 
Texas  and  think  of  me  entirely  differently. 
[Laughter]  Go  ahead.  What’s  the  question? 

Q.  Never  as  Mr.  Speaker.  The  Speaker  is 
moving  forward  a  formal  committee  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  election  deal  charge. 

The  President  Fine.  Fine. 

Q.  Is  that  all  right  with  you? 

The  President  Absolutely.  If  he’s  got 
some  evidence,  and  just  so  it’s  not  pure 
politics. 

Q.  You  don’t  think  it’s  a - 

The  President  I’ve  said  that  before. 

Q. - fishing  expedition? 

The  President  Well,  I  wouldn’t  accuse  the 
Speaker  of  that.  The  man — he’s  another  one 
that’s — too  much  integrity  to  be  in  that 
mode.  I  think  he’s  in  a  difficult  position.  But 
let’s  see  the  evidence,  bring  it  forth.  If 
they’re  still  charging  that  I  was  in  Paris  on 
October  20th,  if  it’s  that  kind  of  case,  fine. 
But  the  evidence  is — what  happened — you 
know,  here’s  a  good  case.  All  this  rumor, 
can’t  quite  pin  it  down,  but  as  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  President,  now  President,  was 
supposed  to  have  been  in  Paris  in  the 
month  of  October,  specifically  on  October 
20th.  Who’s  accusing  me?  Well,  nobody’s 
really  accusing  you  of  it,  but  every  paper’s 
got  it. 

We  come  forth  with  evidence  which  in¬ 
cludes  almost  minute-by-minute  certifica¬ 
tion  as  to  where  I  was,  and  then  they  say, 
well,  maybe  that’s  laid  to  rest,  but  some¬ 
body  else  is  supposed  to  have  been  some¬ 
place  else.  Maybe  the  way  to  lay  it  to  rest  is 
through  what  Foley’s  talking  about.  And  if 
he  decides  that,  look,  he’ll  have  full  coop¬ 
eration  from  me.  How  long  can  you  keep 
denying  your  knowledge  or  involvement  on 
something  that  didn’t  happen,  as  far  as  I 
know?  But  maybe  he’s  got  some  other  evi¬ 
dence.  But  it  just  seems  a  little  weird  that  it 
keeps  going.  You  shoot  down  one  thing,  and 
somebody  else  raises  another. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  Casey  had  no 
dealings  that  could  be  interpreted - 

The  President  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
what  Casey  can  do,  or  did  do.  The  man’s 
dead.  Let’s  have  some  more  interviews  with 
a  dead  man.  You  know  what  I  mean?  Get 
it?  [Laughter] 
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Q.  I  think  so.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  clear - 

The  President.  Hey,  I’ve  got  to  go  fishing; 
it’s  much  more  important  than  doing  this. 
Yes,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International]?  No. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director 
Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  clear  the  air  and  get 
everything  out  in  the  open,  could  you  order 
the  release  of  the  CIA  telephone  conversa¬ 
tions? 

The  President  Fm  leaving  all  this  in  the 
hands  of  the  legal  authorities  and  I  am  not 
going  to  intervene  in  a  court  proceeding.  I 
am  not  a  lawyer.  I  don’t  want  to  divert  and 
have  some  22-year-old  prosecutor  jump  up 
and  say  that  the  President  has — [laughter] — 
frustrated  the  process  here.  I  don’t  know 
enough  about  that.  You’ve  got  good  lawyers 
that  do.  I  don’t  know  enough  about  sched¬ 
uling  or  how  evidence  before  grand  juries 
work,  and  I’m  disinclined  to  learn.  But  I  do 
know  a  little  something  about  fairplay.  And 
I  know  how  the  American  people  feel  about 
fairplay.  And  all  I’m  trying  to  say  is,  let’s 
revert  to  that  standard.  Let’s  use  that  as  the 
guide  here  and  not  get  caught  up  in  some 
niggling  legal  point. 

I’m  seeing  a  man’s  character  getting  dam¬ 
aged,  just  as  I  felt  mine  was  challenged 
when  they  said,  hey,  prove  your  innocence. 
You’re  guilty  until  innocent.  Prove  you 
weren’t  in  Paris  on — whatever  the  hell  it 
was — October  20th.  And  here  he  went  to 
the  front  yard  at  10:22.  He  was  at  the  so- 
and-so  embassy  at  10:27.  He  was  so  and  so. 
And  then  finally,  well,  that  one  just  fades 
away  into  the  sunset  and  along  comes  a 
bunch  of  other  allegations  by  unnamed 
people  that  you  can’t  find  and  can’t  put 
your — like  reaching  out  and  touching  a 
handful  of  whipped  cream,  you  can’t  get 
ahold  of  it.  I’ve  been  through  it  a  little  bit, 


but  I  don’t  want  to  see  Bob  Gates,  a  man  of 
honor  and  integrity,  go  through  it  anymore. 
That’s  all  I’m  trying  to  say. 

Thank  you.  Have  a  neat  day. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Did  you  get  to  look  at  Gorbachev’s 
letter  yet? 

The  President.  Have  a  wonderful  day. 
Well,  we’re  getting  briefed  on  it,  yes. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  of  it? 

The  President  It’s  a  fantastic  letter. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  What  about  the  plan? 

The  President  And  we’ve  got  some  differ¬ 
ences  with  it.  Good  letter. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:03  a.m.  on 
the  lawn  of  the  President's  home  at  Walk¬ 
er's  Point,  upon  the  departure  of  Prime 
Minister  Toshiki  Kaifu  of  Japan.  In  the  ex¬ 
change,  the  following  persons  were  referred 
to:  Louis  Farrakhan,  leader  of  the  Nation  of 
Islam;  Robert  M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the 
President  and  Deputy  for  National  Security 
Affairs,  former  Deputy  Director  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Intelligence  Agency  (1986),  and  current 
nominee  for  Director;  David  L.  Boren  and 
Frank  H.  Murkowski,  chairman  and  vice 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on 
Intelligence;  George  J.  Mitchell,  Senate  ma¬ 
jority  leader;  Thomas  S.  Foley,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  William 
J.  Casey,  former  CIA  Director  and  1980 
Reagan  Presidential  campaign  chairman. 
One  question  referred  to  the  acquisition  by 
Iran-contra  prosecutor  Lawrence  E.  Walsh 
of  tapes  of  telephone  conversations  between 
the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  headquar¬ 
ters  and  CIA  agents  in  Central  America. 
Another  question  referred  to  reports  of  an 
effort  by  the  Reagan-Bush  Presidential 
campaign  to  keep  Iran  from  freeing  52 
American  hostages  just  before  the  1980 
election. 
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White  House  Statement  on  the  Trade  Enhancement  Initiative  for 
Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
July  12,  1991 


During  President  Walesa’s  visit  to  Wash¬ 
ington  in  March,  President  Bush  announced 
a  trade  enhancement  initiative  for  the  Cen¬ 
tral  and  East  European  countries.  President 
Bush  is  determined  that  the  historic  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  transformation  in  these 
countries  must  and  will  succeed.  Supporting 
these  new  democracies  wherever  possible  is 
one  of  this  administration’s  top  priorities. 
The  economic  transformation  of  these  coun¬ 
tries  will  depend  greatly  on  increased  trade 
and  access  to  world  markets. 

In  May  President  Bush  dispatched  a  team 
of  experts  to  the  region  to  determine  ways 
of  reducing  trade  barriers  and  other  im¬ 
pediments  the  region  faces  in  trying  to 
expand  access  to  export  markets.  Based  on 
the  team’s  report,  President  Bush  has  ap¬ 
proved  a  package  of  specific  actions  to  im¬ 
plement  his  initiative.  These  actions  are 
outlined  below: 

1.  Opening  Markets.  The  United  States 
will  provide  substantially  expanded  market 
access  for  the  Central  and  East  European 
countries  by  liberalizing  quota  programs 
and  by  enhancing  the  Generalized  System 
of  Preferences  (GSP).  We  will  adjust  the 
quota  programs  for  steel  and  textiles  to 
meet  requests  by  these  countries  to  the 
extent  possible.  For  textiles,  we  will  renego¬ 
tiate  successor  bilateral  agreements  with 
Hungary,  Poland,  and  Czechoslovakia  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  Concerning  cheese 
quotas,  we  will  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
results  in  the  Uruguay  round  to  increase 
country  access  for  cheeses  covered  by 
quotas.  Concerning  the  GSP,  we  will  give 
special  and  expedited  consideration  to  the 
countries  in  the  region  by:  1)  inviting  addi¬ 
tional  and  reviewing  previously  rejected 
product  petitions  and  2)  helping  to  improve 
utilization  of  the  GSP  program,  such  as  by 
sponsoring  seminars  and  providing  assist¬ 
ance  in  preparing  petitions. 

2.  Building  Export  Infrastructure.  The 
United  States  will  help  the  export  perform¬ 
ance  of  Central  and  East  European  coun¬ 
tries  through  a  targeted  technical  assistance 


program.  This  would  include  assistance  for 
these  countries  in  setting  up  export  and  in¬ 
vestment  promotion  programs,  and  export 
finance  programs  that  meet  OECD  guide¬ 
lines;  additional  training  in  management 
and  marketing;  and  advice  on  tariff  restruc¬ 
turing,  customs  service  operations,  and 
standards  development. 

3.  Avoiding  the  Displacement  of  Agricul¬ 
tural  Exports.  The  United  States  will  take 
precautions  to  ensure  that  its  agricultural 
export  subsidies  do  not  displace  shipments 
from  the  Central  and  East  European  coun¬ 
tries.  These  precautions  will  include  period¬ 
ic  reviews  with  these  countries  of  their 
overall  pattern  of  exports.  We  will  urge  that 
the  EC  take  similar  precautions. 

At  next  week’s  London  economic  summit, 
President  Bush  will  urge  leaders  of  other 
Western  nations  to  take  similar  trade  expan¬ 
sion  steps.  For  example,  he  will  suggest  that 
other  countries  also  give  greater  priority  to 
opening  their  markets  to  textiles,  steel,  and 
agriculture. 

The  actions  outlined  above  are  part  of  a 
continuing  and  comprehensive  effort  by  the 
United  States  and  other  developed  coun¬ 
tries  to  promote  economic  growth  in  Cen¬ 
tral  and  East  Europe.  Other  elements  are 
highlighted  below. 

•  The  International  Monetary  Fund  has 
arrangements  with  countries  in  the 
region  that  will  allow  it  to  disburse  up 
to  $5  billion  in  1991.  The  World  Bank 
has  announced  plans  to  commit  $9  bil¬ 
lion  to  the  region  over  the  next  3 
years.  The  European  Bank  for  Recon¬ 
struction  and  Development,  estab¬ 
lished  in  April,  made  its  first  loan  in 
June  and  is  planning  to  lend  more  than 
$7  billion  to  the  region  over  the  next  5 
years. 

•  The  United  States  has  provided  $944 
million  in  grants  and  more  than  $1  bil¬ 
lion  in  other  assistance  in  fiscal  years 
1990  and  1991. 

•  The  United  States  is  providing  techni- 
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cal  assistance  valued  in  excess  of  $200 
million  in  a  wide  range  of  areas  includ¬ 
ing  management  training,  market  eco¬ 
nomics  education,  privatization,  legal 
and  financial  reforms,  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  democratic  institutions. 

•  The  United  States  has  created  enter¬ 
prise  funds  in  Poland,  Hungary,  and 
Czechoslovakia.  These  funds,  which 
promote  the  development  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector,  will  have  a  total  capitaliza¬ 
tion  of  at  least  $360  million. 

•  The  United  States  has  provided  a  total 
of  $256  million  in  food  aid  to  countries 
in  the  region  during  1990  and  1991. 
This  includes  food  assistance  of  $112 
million  to  Romania. 

•  The  United  States  and  other  members 
of  the  Paris  Club  have  agreed  to 


reduce  official  debt  owed  by  Poland 
equivalent  to  $17  billion. 

•  The  G-24  countries  have  provided 
more  than  $26  billion  in  grants  and 
loans  during  1990  and  1991  in  support 
of  Central  and  East  European  country 
reforms. 

•  The  G-24  countries  have  undertaken 
to  provide  financing  to  fill  residual  bal¬ 
ance  of  payments  requirements  esti¬ 
mated  by  the  IMF  to  be  in  excess  of  $3 
billion  in  1991. 

•  The  G-24  countries  contributed  to  a  $1 
billion  stabilization  fund  for  Poland. 
This  included  a  $200  million  grant 
from  the  United  States. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  President 
Lech  Walesa  of  Poland. 


Remarks  at  the  Legion  of  Merit  Presentation  Ceremony  in 
Rambouillet,  France 
July  14,  1991 


The  President  Mr.  President,  let  me  say,  I 
am  very  pleased  to  mark  this  brief  visit  to 
your  country  by  honoring  a  Frenchman  of 
great  character  and  courage,  General 
Michel  Roquejeoffre. 

General,  under  your  able  leadership,  sir, 
French  forces  displayed  a  valor  that 
brought  great  credit  to  the  name  of  France 
and  contributed  to  the  success  of  our  coali¬ 
tion.  Like  Lafayette  before  you,  you  took 
the  field  in  service  to  a  larger  cause.  A 
grateful  Nation  gives  you  thanks.  And  on 
behalf  of  all  Americans,  it  is  a  privilege  and 
a  pleasure  to  present  you  the  Legion  of 
Merit,  Degree  of  Chief  Commander. 

And  now,  after  translation  of  that,  I  will 
ask  Major  Cancilla  if  you  would  please  read 
the  citation,  sir. 

Major  Cancilla.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  takes  great  pleasure  in  pre¬ 
senting  the  Legion  of  Merit,  Degree  of 
Chief  Commander,  to  General  Michel  Ro¬ 
quejeoffre  for  exceptionally  meritorious 
conduct  in  the  performance  of  outstanding 
service  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Rapid  Action  Forces  during  Operations 


Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm. 

General  Roquejeoffre  assembled  and 
commanded  over  16,000  of  France’s  best 
soldiers,  sailors,  airmen,  and  marines  as  a 
contingent  of  the  largest  coalition  in 
modern  history.  General  Roquejeoffre’s 
ability  to  foster  a  cohesive  and  cooperative 
spirit  between  all  nations  resulted  in  the 
successful  execution  of  hostilities  against 
one  of  the  world’s  largest  land  armies,  em¬ 
ployment  of  history’s  most  extensive  and 
impressive  air  campaigns,  an  effective  mari¬ 
time  intercept  and  mine  operation,  and  the 
world’s  first  defense  against  ballistic  mis¬ 
siles. 

His  air  force  struck  heavily  defended  tar¬ 
gets  in  Kuwait  and  was  instrumental  in  neu¬ 
tralizing  or  reducing  a  significant  number 
of  enemy  capabilities,  particularly  the  Iraqi 
command-and-control  infrastructure  and  its 
ability  to  conduct  counterattacks.  The 
French  Daguet  Division  conducted  a  light¬ 
ning  breakthrough  and  an  encircling  move¬ 
ment  covering  over  150  kilometers  in  less 
than  48  hours  and  then  protected  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  flank.  French  naval  forces  were  active 
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during  the  entire  campaign,  conducting 
escort  operations  and  mine  clearing  and  ac¬ 
tively  participating  in  the  ongoing  maritime 
intercept  operations. 

Throughout  Operations  Desert  Shield  and 
Desert  Storm  General  Roquejeoffre  led  his 
forces  magnificently  and  displayed  the  lead¬ 
ership,  vision,  wisdom,  and  perseverance  re¬ 


quired  to  ensure  the  victory  of  coalition 
forces  over  Iraq. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:47  p.m.  on 
the  steps  of  Chateau  de  Rambouillet.  Maj. 
Russell  Camilla  was  Army  Aide  to  the 
President 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  President  Francois 
Mitterrand  of  France  in  Rambouillet 
July  14,  1991 


President  Mitterrand.  President  George 
Bush  and  myself,  we  have  just  been  discuss¬ 
ing  some  of  the  major  problems,  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  Iraq:  the  way  the  allied  forces  be¬ 
haved  and  are  behaving  and  acting,  either 
in  what  they  should  do  in  the  presence  of 
possible  future  measures  of  terror  taken  by 
Saddam  Hussein,  both  against  the  Kurds  in 
Kurdistan  and  also  in  the  region  of  the 
southern  marshlands  where  the  Shiites  are, 
and  also  in  connection  with  possible  re¬ 
sumption  or  continuation  of  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  a  nuclear  industry. 

We  also  discussed  the  whole  range  of 
problems  relating  to  the  Middle  East,  and 
clearly  there  is  a  link  between  the  two  sub¬ 
jects.  And  lastly,  we  discussed  the  question 
of  security  in  Europe.  Over  and  above  cer¬ 
tain  other  conversations  perhaps  were  mat¬ 
ters  of  less  interest  from  the  international 
point  of  view  but  of  great  interest  for  me. 

And  I  want  to  thank  President  Bush  very 
warmly  for  having  come  to  France  and  par¬ 
ticularly  here  to  Rambouillet.  And  as  Mrs. 
Bush  knows,  they  both  know  that  they’re 
very  welcome,  that  they’re  friends,  and 
they’re  always  welcome.  They’re  friends  of 
our  country,  and  they’re  also  personal 
friends. 

Well,  having  expressed  my  thanks,  and  I 
think  it  was  appropriate  that  they  be  ex¬ 
pressed,  and  I  can  assure  you  this  is  very 
sincere,  I  think  that  now  President  George 
Bush  may  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  you 
before  you  ask  your  questions. 

Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  Mr.  President,  my  few 


words  are  simply  this:  I  am  very  grateful  to 
you  on  your  national  holiday  for  receiving 
me.  Once  again,  the  conversations  that 
we’ve  had  without  notes,  without  a  lot  of 
advanced  preparation,  has  been  extraordi¬ 
narily  helpful  to  me.  And  the  last  point  I 
would  make  is  that  this  visit  here,  brief  as  it 
is,  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  honor,  appro¬ 
priately  honor  Monsieur  Roquejeoffre — my 
pronunciation  is  very  bad — but  your  out¬ 
standing  general  who  served  with  such  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  Gulf. 

And  on  this  holiday,  to  let  me  express  my 
appreciation  to  the  French  people  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  President  of  the  Republic 
for  the  steadfast  cooperation  in  Desert 
Storm  and  Desert  Shield.  And  the  United 
States  and  France  were  shoulder- to-shoul- 
der  then  in  battle,  and  we’ve  been  shoul- 
der-to-shoulder  in  peace  for  a  long  time. 
And  under  the  leadership  of  President  Mit¬ 
terrand,  I’m  absolutely  content  that  that 
will  continue. 

So,  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  extraordinary 
courtesy. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  President  of  France 
is  being  quoted  as  saying  there  are  circum¬ 
stances  that  would  cause  intervention,  that 
would  make  intervention  in  Iraq  the  proper 
thing  to  do:  massacring  their  population, 
arming  themselves  with  nuclear  weapons. 
Have  you  seen  that  statement,  or  could  you 
tell  us  your  own  conditions,  your  own  terms 
for  moving  militarily  against  Iraq? 

President  Bush.  I  just  have  not  seen  the 
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statement,  but  if  it’s  as  you’ve  phrased  it,  I 
would  support  his  statement.  We  are  to¬ 
gether  in  the  way  we’re  looking  at  this  situ¬ 
ation  in  Iraq,  the  situation  I’m  referring  to 
being  Saddam  Hussein’s  continuation  of 
lying  and  trying  to  go  forward  with  some 
nuclear  capability.  And  that  is  a  cause  for 
alarm  all  over  the  world.  And  I  don’t  like  to 
talk  about  a  statement  I  have  not  seen,  but 
after  a  discussion  with  President  Mitter¬ 
rand,  I  am  confident  that  France  and  the 
United  States  once  again  are  looking  at  this 
important  matter  in  the  same  way. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  President  Mitterrand,  do  you  still  favor 
liberalized  loans  to  Gorbachev  instead  of 
having  to  go  through  the  waiting  for  a 
whole  period  of  technical  assistance?  Are 
you  ready  to  give  bank  loans  to  Gorbachev? 
It  seems  to  be  in  contrast  to  the  other  West¬ 
ern  allied  positions. 

President  Mitterrand.  Well,  it  would  be 
my  wish  that  Mr.  Gorbachev  should  be  able 
to  receive  the  aid  that  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  enable  the  economic  situation  of 
his  country  to  pick  up.  But  naturally,  such  a 
recovery  would  not,  in  fact,  be  actually 
done  by  the  foreign  powers.  That’s  us.  Ob¬ 
viously,  if  the  recovery  is  to  be,  it  must  be  a 
recovery,  in  fact,  done  by  the  Soviet  people 
itself  and  particularly  the  Soviet  leaders.  So, 
it’s  important  that  the  Soviet  leaders,  with 
determination,  embark  upon  the  path  to¬ 
wards  reforms,  the  kinds  of  reforms  that 
might  make  success  possible. 

But  it’s  not  a  question  really  of  starting  a 
discussion  on  whether  it’s  a  question  of  the 
chicken  or  the  egg.  I  mean,  should  he  first 
have  economic  recovery  to  receive  aid  or 
vice  versa.  Now,  what  I  say  is  that  he  must 
be  given  enough  aid  so  as  to  be  able  to 
succeed,  and  straightaway. 

Q.  So,  there  is  a  difference  with  the  other 
summit  partners  on  this  question.  Is  that 
true,  President  Bush? 

President  Bush .  I’m  sorry  I  don’t — I  didn’t 
get - 

President  Mitterrand.  President  Bush,  if  I 
understand  correctly,  President  Bush  also,  it 
is  also  his  wish  that  Mr.  Gorbachev  should 
be  able  to  succeed.  As  to  the  method  for 
that,  well,  he’ll  explain  that  himself,  but  the 
goal  is  the  same. 


Q.  Mr.  President,  please,  do  you  mean 
that  on  leaving  London  Mr.  Gorbachev 
should  be  able  to  say  that  he  was  taking 
home  a  certain  number  of  commitments, 
not  checks  with  so  many  zeros  on  it  but  a 
certain  number  of  measures  that  would 
make  it  possible  to — to  accompany  the  re¬ 
forms?  In  other  words,  to  some  extent,  he 
should  be  bound  to  the  West  in  a  lasting 
manner,  for  example,  by  participation  in 
the  international  monetary  institutions? 

President  Mitterrand.  That’s  taking  things 
a  bit  fast,  perhaps,  perhaps  a  bit  premature. 
It’s  clear  that  his  participation  in  the  last 
day,  in  a  different  framework  from  the 
actual  G-7,  I  hope  that  this  can  be  a  prel¬ 
ude  to  future,  more  organic  links  between 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  seven  countries 
concerned.  But  other  measures  would  be 
required  for  that  to  be  achieved. 

Secondly,  I  don’t  think  that  one  should 
expect  by  next  Wednesday  a  whole  series  of 
decisions  be  taken  that  would  simply  have 
emerged  from  a  few  hours’  discussions.  No, 
I  hope  what  will  emerge  will  be  a  signal 
and  a  starting  point.  It  won’t  be  the  point  of 
arrival  yet. 

President  Bush.  As  I’m  your  guest,  do  you 
want  to  recognize  the  journalists? 

President  Mitterrand.  Yes,  you  know 
yours  better  than  I  do,  and  I  prefer  mine 
obviously,  but  I  know  them.  Blit  you’re 
head  of  a  democracy,  too. 

President  Bush.  Okay. 

President  Mitterrand.  So  anyway,  madam, 
as  you  are  standing  up,  please  fire  away. 

Q.  President  Bush,  could  you  tell  us  what 
the  status  of  the  START  talks  are  in  Wash¬ 
ington?  What  is  the  final  hangup,  and  do 
you  think  that  there  will  be  a  chance  by  the 
time  that  you  meet  with  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  on  Wednesday  that  you  will  have 
some  kind  of  understanding  that  will  lead 
to  not  only  a  treaty  but  a  summit  in 
Moscow? 

President  Bush.  Well,  it’s  my  understand¬ 
ing  that  as  of  last  night  they  were  very 
close.  This  morning,  General  Scowcroft 
talked  to — I  talked  to  Jim  Baker  at  about  10 
last  night  eastern  time.  And  this  morning  at 
some  hour  Brent  Scowcroft  talked  to  Jim 
Baker. 

The  major  problems  appear  to  be  re- 
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solved.  But  there  are  two  or  three  problems 
that  are  important  that  need  to  be  finalized 
before  we  can  say  we  have  a  deal.  And 
Secretary  Baker  has  postponed  his  depar¬ 
ture  time  and  is  working  on  those  matters 
now.  But  I  have  been  out  of  contact  with 
him  in  the  last  3  or  4  hours,  so  I  just  don’t 
know  anything  more  than  that. 

Q.  What  issues  are  there,  concerning 
what? 

President  Bush.  I  don’t  think  it  would  be 
helpful  to  go  into  the  detail  of  the  issues 
while  they  are  trying  to  resolve  them.  But 
no,  I  think  we  have  a  reasonable  opportuni¬ 
ty.  But  we  are  not  going  to  make  a  bad  deal 
to  just  try  to  get  something  done  before 
Wednesday,  nor  are  the  Soviets. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q .  - President  Bush,  that  you  didn’t 

believe  very  much  anymore  in  Mr.  Baker’s 
mission  as  far  as  the  Israeli-Arab  problem  is 
concerned. 

President  Mitterrand.  I  said  to  Mr.  Bush 
exactly  what  my  feeling  was  on  the  subject. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush.  It  seems  that  the  peace  process 
has  faced  many  obstacles.  Mr.  President,  do 
you  believe  that  this  process  has  failed  or 
does  it  still  have  a  chance?  Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  The  peace  process,  the 
American  initiative  of  bringing  the  parties 
together  still  has  a  chance.  It  is  going  to 
take  forthcoming  positions  from  several 
countries,  but  it  still  has  a  chance.  I’m  a 
little  concerned  that  it’s  taken  this  long,  but 
we  are  not  going  to  give  up  on  that.  So  yes, 
we’re  not  prepared  to  write  off  this  process. 
And  I  had  an  opportunity  to  get  some  sug¬ 
gestions  from  President  Mitterrand  and  also 
to  share  with  him  where  I  think  these 
behind-the-scenes  talks  stand.  And  some 
may  recall  that  in  M^ine  a  few  days  ago,  I 
said  that  it  may  fall  to  me  to  state  publicly 
before  too  long  exactly  what  we  have  been 
trying  to  do  and  what  our  objectives  are 
and  who  needs  to  come  forward  and  do 
what. 

But,  no,  I  am  not  giving  up  on  the  proc¬ 
ess  as  it  now  stands. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  President  Bush,  Mr.  Mitterrand  said, 
‘‘What  I  say  is  he  should  be  given  enough 


aid  to  succeed,  and  straightaway.”  And  we 
understand  that  you  feel  that  there’s  more 
proof  and  testing  in  the  wings  before  you’ll 
feel  that  aid  should  be  given.  How  straight¬ 
away  are  you  prepared  to  give  aid  to  Mr. 
Gorbachev  and  to  support  him? 

President  Bush.  Of  course,  the  first  ques¬ 
tion  would  be,  what  kind  of  aid?  Second 
question  would  be,  if  it’s  the  kind  of  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  and  ability  to  reform  their 
economies  and  move  to  market  and  move 
to  liquidity,  we’d  be  prepared  to  give  that 
today.  One  of  the  things  we  wanted  to  dis¬ 
cuss  at  the  G-7  is  exactly  this  kind  of  pro¬ 
posal.  But  again,  we’ve  stated  our  position 
that  this  is  not  blank-check  time  and  that 
reforms  have  to  take  place  before  money 
could  well  be  spent  in  helping  to  solve 
these  problems. 

As  you  know,  the  United  States — you  say 
given  aid — we  extended  $  1.5-billion- worth 
of  agricultural  credits.  Now,  do  you  consid¬ 
er  that  aid,  or  do  you  consider  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  United  States?  I  hope  it  helps 
them. 

So,  there  are  all  kinds  of  ways  to  address 
the  aid  question.  And  I  am  very  interested 
in  getting  the  views  of  our  G-7  summit 
partners  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev.  But  you  know,  at  one  point  people 
were  alleging — I  don’t  know  how  true  it 
was  in  France,  but  it  was  all  over  our  coun¬ 
try — that  Mr.  Gorbachev  was  coming, 
asking  for  $150  billion,  somebody  write  out 
a  check  for  $150  billion  over  a  period  of 
time.  And  that  isn’t  in  the  cards  and  cer¬ 
tainly  won’t  be  in  the  cards  until  these  re¬ 
forms  go  forward. 

Q.  May  I  follow? 

President  Bush.  Go  ahead.  You  can’t. 
[Laughter] 

Iraq 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  do  you  at  present  have  tangible  proof, 
evidence,  real  evidence  that  Iraq  is  building 
or  rebuilding  or  trying  to  rebuild  nuclear 
weaponry?  And  has  President  Bush  given 
you  evidence  in  that  respect?  And  the 
second  part  of  my  question  is,  do  you  think 
that  a  military  intervention,  in  order  to 
bring  to  an  end  what  Mr.  Bush  calls  a  sub¬ 
terfuge  and  lying,  do  you  think  that  a  mili- 
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tary  intervention — and  my  question  also 
goes  to  President  Bush — would  such  action 
forward  the  mission  given  by  the  United 
Nations  to  the  coalition? 

President  Mitterrand.  It  was  decided  that 
our  military  staffs  would  remain  in  close, 
constant  touch,  in  constant  touch,  in  order 
to  exchange  information,  and  in  particular, 
to  the  American  military,  conveying  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  French  military  on  the  actual 
evidence  concerning  the  continuation  of 
Iraqi  activities  in  the  nuclear  field,  the  nu¬ 
clear  armament  field.  That’s  point  number 
one,  because  clearly  we  have  to  be  mutually 
informed  in  order  to  be  able  to  take  any 
decision. 

Now,  would  we  be  prepared  for  a  mili¬ 
tary  intervention?  You  did  not  talk  about 
Kurdistan,  incidentally,  and  yet  I  decided  to 
maintain  by  a  slight  transfer  of  troops  from 
northern  Iraq  to  Turkey,  we  decided  to 
keep  on  the  spot  a  few  hundred  troops  and 
certain  arms  and  vehicular  aircraft  in  order 
to  be  able  to  intervene  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  coalition  if  Iraq  decided  to  ex¬ 
ercise  repression  vis-a-vis  the  Kurds.  And 
that  is  a  fact.  I  mean  that  has  already  been 
decided. 

As  to  military  intervention  against  a  sup¬ 
posed  nuclear  site,  I  said  to  President  Bush 
that  the  important  thing  would  be  for  infor¬ 
mation  forthcoming  to  us  so  that  we  could 
be  sufficiently  certain  that  there  was  nucle¬ 
ar  activity  going  on  for  it  to  be  justified. 

President  Bush.  Mr.  President,  as  much  as 
he  addressed  some  of  that  question  to  me, 
might  I  just  finish,  just  a  little  bit? 

There  have  been  incontrovertible  evi¬ 
dence  presented  to  the  United  Nations  Se¬ 
curity  Council  that  the  man  is  lying  and 
cheating.  There  were  rumors  that  force 
might  be  used.  Shortly  after  that,  Saddam 
Hussein  came  forward  and  said  essentially 
this:  I  have  been  lying  and  cheating.  I  have 
been  doing  things  that  I  heretofore  said  I 
have  not  been  doing,  but  now  I’m  not  going 
to  do  them  anymore.  And  I  think  it  is  very 
important  to  the  security  of  the  whole 
region,  indeed  to  the  world,  that  he  not  do 
them  any  more,  that  he  not  go  forward 
with  a  nuclear  program,  that  he  comply 
with  each  and  every  United  Nations  resolu¬ 
tion. 

So,  that’s  what  this  is  all  about.  And  let  us 


hope  that  his  last  confession,  or  his  last 
statement  that  he  would  comply  is  followed 
to  the  letter  and  to  the  “t.”  I  can  tell  you  I 
am  still,  in  spite  of  that,  very  much  con¬ 
cerned  about  his  intentions,  with  reason. 
I’m  not  just  thinking  that  way;  I  have  evi¬ 
dence  to  back  that  up. 

President  Mitterrand.  The  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  has  warned  Iraq  that  there  could  be  dire 
consequences  if  Iraq  does  not  abide  by 
international  rules. 

Now,  President  Bush  has  to  go  to  London 
this  evening,  and  so  we  can’t  continue  this 
meeting  with  the  press.  I  would  be  happy 
for  the  President  to  say  himself  he’d  be 
prepared  still  to  reply  to  two  or  three  ques¬ 
tions.  I  don’t  know.  I  think  three  would 
probably  take  too  long. 

President  Bush.  Two. 

President  Mitterrand.  This  is  going  to 
become  very  difficult.  Perhaps  a  U.S.  jour¬ 
nalist. 

Aid  to  Emerging  Democracies 

Q.  A  question  for  President  Bush.  There 
have  been  some  reports  that  because  of  the 
focus  on  President  Gorbachev’s  need  for 
economic  reform  and  assistance  from  West¬ 
ern  nations,  that  some  of  the  needs  of  the 
emerging  democracies  in  Eastern  Europe 
might  be  ignored  or  not  taken  care  of  ade¬ 
quately.  Could  you  address  yourself,  sir,  to 
your  perception  of  where  G-7  might  end 
up  with  respect  to  providing  aid  that’s 
needed  for  other  emerging  democracies, 
not  only  in  Eastern  Europe  but  around  the 
world? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  had  a  chance  to 
get  President  Mitterrand’s  views  on  that, 
his  advice  on  that.  And  I  can  tell  you  that 
he  and  I  and,  I’m  confident,  the  rest  of  the 
G-7  will  not  do  anything  that  will  send  a 
signal  that  we  are  shifting  our  attention 
away  from  the  fledgling  democracies  in 
Eastern  Europe  in  order  to  help  the  Soviet 
Union.  They  need  not  be  mutually  exclu¬ 
sive.  But  you  raise  a  very  important  point 
and  one  that  has  concerned  me.  And  as  for 
the  U.S.  side,  we  will  be  doing  everything 
tve  can  to  make  clear  to  Eastern  Europe 
that  we  want  to  be  participants  in  their 
continued  march  down  democracy’s  path. 

And  I  feel  certain — I  don’t  want  to  put 
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words  in  his  mouth,  but  this  was  exactly  the 
view  that  President  Mitterrand  shared  with 
me.  Will  they  have  ideas  as  to  how  the 
United  States  can  do  more?  I’m  sure,  al¬ 
though  he  didn’t  say  that.  And  we’ve  got 
ideas.  But  we  must  not  send  a  signal  that 
attention  has  shifted  away  from  their  suc¬ 
cess  because  we  all  want  to  see  the  success 
of  President  Gorbachev  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

President  Mitterrand.  In  actual  fact,  the 
European  Community  has  started  discus¬ 
sions  with  several  of  Central,  Eastern 
Europe.  And  already  certain  agreements 
have  been  signed,  and  others  underway. 
These  are  association  agreements.  Further¬ 
more,  I’d  like  to  point  out  that  aid  to  East¬ 
ern  European  countries  has  not  in  any  way 
affected  the  total  amount  of  aid  given  to 
the  African  countries,  the  countries  which 
are  part  of  the  Lome  agreements  with  the 
EC,  which  shows  that  our  countries  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  a  substantial  effort  in  order 
to  meet  all  these  needs.  It’s  difficult  for 
them. 

So,  a  member  of  the  French  press,  per¬ 
haps.  What  paper  do  you  represent? 
[Laughter]  I  think  you,  sir.  You  win. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  coming  back  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Saddam  Hussein,  let’s  put  the  question 
in  a  very  straight  way:  Do  you  think  it’s 
time  to  get  rid  of  him? 

President  Bush.  You  put  it  in  a  straight 
way,  and  I’ll  put  the  answer  in  a  rather 
circuitous  way.  The  United  States  will  not 
have  improved  nor  normalized  relations 
with  Iraq  as  long  as  Saddam  Hussein  is  in 


power.  I  will  not  have  our  people  voting  to 
lift  sanctions  as  long  as  he  is  in  power. 

He  is  hurting  his  people.  Before  the  war 
started  I  made  very  clear,  over  and  over 
again,  that  our  argument  was  not  with  the 
people  of  Iraq.  It  wasn’t  even  with  the 
regime  in  Iraq.  It  was  with  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein.  I  had  a  chance  to  talk  to  President 
Mitterrand  on  this  and  get  his  views.  And 
my  view  remains  that  the  best  thing  that 
could  happen  would  be  for  him  to  step 
aside  and  let  us  all  begin  with  whoever  took 
his  place  to  try  to  have  improved  relations. 
That  would  mean,  of  course,  full  and  total 
compliance  to  every  “t”  and  every  “i”  in 
the  U.N.  resolutions. 

But  that’s  the  way  to  bring  relief  to  the 
people  of  Iraq.  We’re  sending  food  over 
there,  and  the  food  gets  diverted  by  this 
brutal  man  to  support  his  army  or  to  sup¬ 
port  the  people  in  Takrit.  And  world  opin¬ 
ion  is  getting  sick  and  tired  of  it.  So,  they 
can  sort  that  out  at  home,  but  I  can  state 
the  position  of  the  United  States. 

Thank  you,  sir. 

Q.  May  I  follow  up,  Mr.  President? 

President  Mitterrand.  I  want  to  thank 
President  George  Bush,  warmly.  And  I  wish 
him  a  very  good  trip  to  London  where  I’ll 
have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  again  to¬ 
morrow.  And  thank  you,  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men. 

Note:  President  Bush's  91st  news  conference 
began  at  6:24  p.m.  on  the  lawn  of  Chateau 
de  Rambouillet.  President  Mitterrand  spoke 
in  French ,  and  his  remarks  were  translated 
by  an  interpreter. 


Remarks  at  the  Legion  of  Merit  Presentation  Ceremony  in  London, 
United  Kingdom 
July  14,  1991 


The  President  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  may  I 
thank  you,  sir,  for  setting  the  arrangements 
for  this  ceremony.  And  I  am  very  pleased  to 
mark  this  visit  by  honoring  one  of  Her  Maj¬ 
esty’s  finest,  Sir  Peter  de  la  Billiere.  My 
pronunciation  is  horrible;  my  respect  knows 
no  bounds. 


We  do  this  for  his  many  contributions  to 
the  coalition  victory  in  the  Gulf.  And  Gen¬ 
eral,  under  your  leadership,  sir,  in  the  midst 
of  the  most  daunting  task,  never  once  did 
your  country  hesitate  or  waver.  Always  Brit¬ 
ain  was  there,  steadfast  and  strong.  So,  let 
me  say  to  you,  sir,  to  you  and  also  to  the 


886 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  July  15 


forces  under  your  command:  America  is 
honored  to  be  your  ally. 

In  recognition  of  your  courage  and  ac¬ 
complishment,  it  is  a  privilege  and  a  pleas¬ 
ure  to  present  you  with  the  Legion  of 
Merit,  Degree  of  Chief  Commander. 

And  now  I’d  ask  Commander  Justice  to 
read  the  citation. 

Commander  Justice.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  takes  pleasure  in  presenting 
the  Legion  of  Merit,  Degree  of  Chief  Com¬ 
mander,  to  Sir  Peter  de  la  Billiere,  General, 
British  Armed  Forces,  for  exceptionally 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  performance  of 
outstanding  service  as  the  commander  of 
British  forces,  Middle  East,  during  Oper¬ 
ations  Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm. 

General  de  la  Billiere  assembled  and 
commanded  over  43,500  of  Britain’s  best 
soldiers  and  airmen,  a  contingent  of  the 
largest  military  coalition  in  modern  history. 
General  de  la  Billiere’s  ability  to  foster  a 
cohesive  and  cooperative  spirit  between  all 
of  the  nations  resulted  in  the  successful  exe¬ 
cution  of  hostilities  against  one  of  the 


world’s  largest  land  armies,  employment  of 
history’s  most  extensive  and  impressive  air 
campaign,  and  the  world’s  first  defense 
against  ballistic  missiles. 

His  air  force  closed  16  airfields  and  flew 
over  5,500  sorties  that  were  instrumental  in 
neutralizing  or  reducing  a  significant 
number  of  enemy  capabilities,  particularly 
the  Iraq  command-and-control  infrastruc¬ 
ture  and  their  ability  to  conduct  counterat¬ 
tacks.  His  army  attacked  through  some  of 
the  thickest  offenses  in  theater,  covering 
over  260  kilometers  in  less  than  72  hours. 

Throughout  Operations  Desert  Shield  and 
Desert  Storm,  General  de  la  Billiere  led  his 
forces  magnificently  and  displayed  the  lead¬ 
ership,  vision,  wisdom,  and  perseverance  re¬ 
quired  to  ensure  the  victory  of  coalition 
forces  over  Iraq. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:50  p.m.  at 
No.  10  Downing  Street,  the  residence  and 
office  of  Prime  Minister  John  Major  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Lt.  Comdr.  Wayne  Justice 
was  Coast  Guard  Aide  to  the  President 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  Middle  East  Peace  Talks 
July  15,  1991 


Mr.  Fitzwater.  President  Bush  has  asked 
Secretary  of  State  Baker  to  return  to  the 
Middle  East  immediately  upon  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  G~7  summit  rather  than  accom¬ 
panying  him  to  Greece  and  Turkey  as  origi¬ 
nally  planned.  Since  the  Secretary’s  last 
trip,  we  have  been  engaged  in  quiet  diplo¬ 
macy  to  get  agreement  to  a  conference  that 
would  launch  direct  bilateral  and  multilat¬ 
eral  negotiations  following  President  Assad’s 
response  to  President  Bush’s  letter.  The 
President  and  the  Secretary  are  hopeful 
that  progress  can  be  made  and  feel  that  it 
could  be  very  useful  for  the  Secretary  to 
meet  again  with  the  leaders  in  the  region. 
The  Secretary  will,  however,  complete  his 
plans  to  attend  the  ASEAN  meeting  in 


Kuala  Lumpur,  arriving  Monday  evening. 

The  Secretary  will  hold  discussions  in  the 
following  countries:  Syria,  Egypt,  Jordan, 
Saudi  Arabia,  and  Israel. 

I  don’t  have  any  other  details  at  this  time, 
but  I  did  want  to  make  that  announcement. 
And  we’ll  provide  more  as  soon  as  we  can 
get  it. 

Q.  When  does  he  leave? 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  Right  after  the  G-7  meet¬ 
ing. 

Note:  The  Press  Secretary  read  this  state¬ 
ment  at  5:58  p.m.  to  reporters  at  the  Hilton 
Hotel  in  London,  United  Kingdom.  The 
statement  referred  to  President  Hafiz  al - 
Assad  of  Syria. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  in  London,  United  Kingdom 
July  15,  1991 


The  President  Well,  I  was  just  asking 
what  the  press  interest  was  in.  And  tonight 
at  our  dinner,  the  Secretary  having  covered 
Yugoslavia  and  a  lot  of  other  issues  at  the 
foreign  minister  level,  we  talked  about  the 
Iraq  situation.  And  we  talked  mainly  about 
conventional  arms  control  or  how  the  vari¬ 
ous  participants  in  the  G-7  could  show  their 
keen  interest  in  arms  control.  We  didn’t  go 
into  the  details  of  START  or  anything  of 
that  nature. 

So,  those  were  the  subjects  at  our  dinner. 
And,  Jim,  you  were  into  several  other  sub¬ 
jects,  Yugoslavia - 

Secretary  Baker,  Yugoslavia,  Asia,  a  whole 
host  of  regional  political  issues. 

The  President  And  then  a  main  topic  at 
our  dinner  was  the  Middle  East.  And  with 
that  in  mind,  we  have  received  a  response 
from  Syria.  We  view  it  as  a  positive  re¬ 
sponse.  We’re  not  suggesting  that  every¬ 
thing  is  fine  and  that  there  couldn’t  be 
some  last  minute  hitch  to  it,  but  we’re  ap¬ 
proaching  this  very  positively.  And  so  much 
so  that  I’ve  asked  Jim  Baker  to  go  back  to 
the  area  to  immediately  follow  up. 

This  is  what  we  would  term  a  break¬ 
through  from  what  we  know  about  it,  some¬ 
thing  very  important.  We’re  grateful  that 
President  Assad  has  come  forward  at  this 
point,  appears  to  have  come  forward,  will¬ 
ing  to  engage  in  the  kinds  of  discussions 
that  Secretary  Baker  has  been  pressing  for. 
That’s  been  part  of  our  policy. 

So,  we’ll  see  where  we  go  from  here.  And 
I  regret  that  Jim  won’t  be  with  me  at 
Turkey  and  Greece.  Both  countries  have 
been  important  to  us.  He’s  done  a  lot  of 
work  with  their  ministers.  But  this  takes 
priority.  And  so  he  will  go  to  several  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  Middle  East,  and  we’ll  see 
where  we  come  out. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  would  you  de¬ 
scribe  the  significance  of  this  breakthrough? 
Do  you  see  real  hope  here? 

The  President  Well,  again,  I  will  wait 
until  I  hear  from  Jim  Baker  after  he’s  been 
in  the  area,  been  to  several  of  these  coun¬ 


tries.  But  I  think,  in  fairness  to  President 
Mubarak  who  worked  with  President  Assad 
of  Syria  on  this  and  to  others,  we  would  say, 
from  what  we’ve  seen,  we  would  say 
“breakthrough.”  But  we’ve  learned  that 
you — we  want  to  go  into  all  the  details  so 
that  there  can’t  have  been  some  hangup. 
But  clearly,  it  is  a  coming  forward  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Assad  that  we  view  as  very,  very  posi¬ 
tive;  breakthrough,  perhaps  or  maybe.  But  I 
think  these  words,  we’ve  got  to  be  careful 
until  the  details  are  finalized. 

Q.  What  is  your  plan,  and  why  is  it  still  a 
secret?  And  what  will  Israel  respond  to  this 
since  it’s  already  rejected  it? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  that 
Israel  has  rejected  this.  And  the  plan  has — 
the  major  components  of  it  are  well-known. 
But  there  are  details  of  it  better  kept  for 
quiet  diplomacy.  So,  I  think  mostly  people 
realize  what  we’re  talking  about  here  in 
trying  to  get  these  parties  to  engage  one 
with  the  other,  starting  mechanism  being  a 
conference  of  sorts.  But  we’re  just  going  to 
go  forward  and  keep  pressing.  And  I  don’t 
believe  Israel  has  rejected  this.  They 
haven’t  had  a  chance  to  even  understand 
what  President  Assad  is  proposing.  And  one 
of  their  concerns  has  been  that  Syria  hasn’t 
been  coming  forward.  And  now  if  it  is 
proper  that  they  are  coming  forward,  that 
clearly  would,  I  would  think,  be  good  for 
those  who  want  peace  in  the  area.  It  is  a 
very  important  step  that’s  taken  place. 

Q.  You  mean  he  has  made  a  concession 
on  some  of  the - 

The  President  I  wouldn’t  call  it  a  conces¬ 
sion.  He’s  just  agreed  now  to  come  forward 
to  the  kinds  of  meetings  that  are  necessary 
to  get  this  process  going.  And  that  is  a 
major  step  if  it  proves  to  be  correct. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  will  you  convince 
Israel  to  get  on  board  now  that  the  Syrians 
have  made  this  move? 

The  President.  I  would  like  to  think  that 
when  they  say  they  want  peace,  that  they 
would  get  on  board  naturally.  They’ve  been 
wanting  talks  with  people  in  the  area,  and  if 
all  goes  well  here,  that’s  exactly  what  will 
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happen.  So,  I'm  not  going  to  do  anything 
other  than — to  suggest  that  they’ll  be  un¬ 
willing  to.  My  view  is  that,  if  it’s  as  repre¬ 
sented,  that  they  will  want  to.  They’ve 
made  statements  to  us  of  wanting  to  do 
these  things,  so  now  here  will  be  a  good 
test,  a  good - 

Q.  You  mean  they  have  not  responded? 

The  President  Well,  we  haven’t  asked 
Israel  to  respond  to  the  Syrian  response  yet. 
We’re,  as  I  say,  examining  it  in  every  detail. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  other  side  of  this  is 
the  possibility  of  renewed  bombing  inside 
Iraq.  When  you  talked  to  the  various  lead¬ 
ers  tonight,  do  you  have  support — if  Iraq 
does  not  come  forward  and  give  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  we  all  want,  do  you  have  sup¬ 
port  for  military  action  against  Iraq? 

The  President .  There  would  be  strong, 
strong  support  for  that.  I  would  refer  you  to 
what  President  Mitterrand  said  yesterday 
morning,  very  clear,  very  direct.  The  Brit¬ 
ish  clearly  are  in  that  supportive  mode.  And 
I  think  most  countries,  recognizing  the  ter¬ 
rible  danger  of  this  man  going  forward  with 
a  nuclear  program,  would  be  of  the  same 
mind. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  Thank  you  all. 

The  President  Thank  you  all. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  I  ask  you  one  last 
question? 

The  President  Yes,  you’ve  got  it. 

START  Negotiations 

Q.  Is  there  a  possibility  that  by  the  time 
you  meet  Mr.  Gorbachev  later  this  week 
there  will  be  an  agreement  on  a  strategic 
arms  accord? 

The  President  Well,  I  meet  him  the  day 
after  tomorrow.  And  so  I  don’t  want  to  raise 
people’s  hopes,  except  to  say  this,  that  the 
hard  work  that  went  into  this  by  the  For¬ 
eign  Secretary,  Mr.  Bessmertnykh,  and  by 
our  Secretary  of  State  produced  a  lot  of 
results,  a  lot  of  results.  And  we  have  one 
sticking  point  that  is  highly  technical.  And 
whether  President  Gorbachev  and  I  are 
able  to  even  discuss  something  of  this  tech¬ 
nical  nature  without  a  lot  of  experts  around, 
I’m  not  prepared  to  say. 

This  G-7  meeting  was  not  to  be  dominat¬ 
ed  by  some  agreement  or  lack  of  agree¬ 


ment  on  START.  And  I’m  determined  to 
keep  it  that  way.  But  clearly,  if  he  wants  to 
discuss  it  further  at  this  meeting,  we  will  be 
prepared.  Maybe  there  will  be  other  ways 
to  meet.  Maybe  after  Jim  and  I  and  General 
Scowcroft  and  others  who  are  key  to  this 
have  a  chance  to  discuss  in  detail  the  highly 
technical  arguments,  maybe  we’ll  be  able  to 
sit  with  the  Foreign  Minister  when  he  gets 
here. 

So,  we  don’t  have  a  plan  to  try  to 
hammer  it  out  in  that  way.  And  again,  I 
don’t  want  to  confuse  President  Gorba¬ 
chev’s  coming  to  the  G-7  summit  with  arms 
control,  with  START.  It  still  remains,  how¬ 
ever,  that  we  want  a  summit  agreement.  It 
still  remains  that  to  have  a  summit  agree¬ 
ment,  we  should  have  all  these  details 
worked  out  and  to  have  broad  agreement 
on  START.  Not  every  single  “t”  crossed  or 
“i”  dotted — we’re  talking  there,  I’m  told,  of 
several  hundred  pages  of  documentation — 
that  isn’t  necessary.  But  the  Secretary  and 
the  Foreign  Minister  having  hammered  out 
agreement  on  the  major  sticking  principles, 
we’re  now,  I  think,  to  use  Jim’s  word,  about 
99  percent  of  the  way  there.  But  having 
said  that,  this  last  issue  is  sticky,  and  we’ll 
have  to  see  where  we  go. 

But  I  think  the  Soviets  want  a  summit. 
We’ve  got  many  things  that  I  want  to  talk 
to  him  about  at  a  summit.  And  so,  let’s  hope 
that  this  matter  will  be  resolved  in  the  short 
period  of  time  that  lies  ahead.  I  still  would 
say  to  you  that  if  that’s  done,  there  could  be 
a  summit  by  the  end  of  this  month  still.  So, 
pack  your  bags,  but  don’t  have  them  zipped 
up.  It’s  that  kind  of  a  thing. 

Q.  Well,  if  it’s  99  percent,  what’s  that  big 
hang-up?  It  seems  to  me — 10  years. 

The  President  The  other  1  percent; 
you’ve  got  to  deduct  99  from  100.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

Secretary  of  State's  Travel 

Q.  When  do  you  leave?  When  do  you 
leave?  Wednesday  night  or  Thursday? 

Secretary  Baker.  Probably  Thursday 

morning. 

The  President  Why  don’t  you  ask  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  a  few  questions?  [Laughter] 

Secretary  Baker.  Probably  Thursday 

morning. 
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London  Economic  Summit 

The  President.  No,  but  it’s  been  a  good 
meeting  so  far.  Let  me  just  say  this  since 
we’re  here  at  Winfield  House:  We  are  very 
grateful  to  Prime  Minister  Major,  not  just 
for  the  hospitality  and  the  lovely  evening 
and  the  arrangements  and  all  of  that  but  to 
the  time  and  attention  that  he  put  in,  the 
leadership  that  he  put  into  this  G~  7 
summit.  He’s  worked  out  the  agenda  in  a 
good  way.  He’s  been  very  tolerant  of  dis¬ 
senting  views,  and  these  discussions  we’ve 
had  are  freewheeling.  And  I  am  very  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  job  he  has  done.  I  think 
everyone  else  attending  the  summit  would 
agree  with  that. 

Q.  Yes,  but  he  won’t  let  us  cover  any¬ 
thing. 


The  President.  Well,  that’s  your  problem, 
not  Major’s.  [Laughter] 

Hey,  would  you  like  to  say  a  few  words 
for  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International]?  [Laughter]  She  wants  some¬ 
body  to  answer  her  questions  about  any¬ 
thing. 

Mrs.  Bush.  I’ll  be  out  later,  Helen. 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  Here’s  our  hostess.  Helen 
Thomas  would  like  to  get  your  view  on  the 
balance  of  payments.  [Laughter] 

Q.  No.  We  just  want  to  be  able  to  cover 
the  wives  occasionally. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:50  p.m.  at 
Winfield  House.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  this  ex¬ 
change. 


London  Economic  Summit  Declaration  on  Conventional  Arms 
Transfers  and  Nuclear,  Biological,  and  Chemical  Weapons 
Proliferation 
July  16,  1991 


1.  At  our  meeting  in  Houston  last  year, 
we,  the  Heads  of  State  and  Government 
and  the  representatives  of  the  European 
Community,  underlined  the  threats  to 
international  security  posed  by  the  prolif¬ 
eration  of  nuclear,  biological  and  chemical 
weapons  and  of  associated  missile  delivery 
systems.  The  Gulf  crisis  has  highlighted  the 
dangers  posed  by  the  unchecked  spread  of 
these  weapons  and  by  excessive  holdings  of 
conventional  weapons.  The  responsibility  to 
prevent  the  re-emergence  of  such  dangers 
is  to  be  shared  by  both  arms  suppliers  and 
recipient  countries  as  well  as  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  as  a  whole.  As  is  clear 
from  the  various  initiatives  which  several  of 
us  have  proposed  jointly  and  individually, 
we  are  each  determined  to  tackle,  in  appro¬ 
priate  fora,  these  dangers  both  in  the 
Middle  East  and  elsewhere. 

Conventional  Arms  Transfers 

2.  We  accept  that  many  states  depend  on 
arms  imports  to  assure  a  reasonable  level  of 
security  and  the  inherent  right  of  self-de¬ 


fence  is  recognised  in  the  United  Nations 
Charter.  Tensions  will  persist  in  internation¬ 
al  relations  so  long  as  underlying  conflicts  of 
interest  are  not  tackled  and  resolved.  But 
the  Gulf  conflict  showed  the  way  in  which 
peace  and  stability  can  be  undermined 
when  a  country  is  able  to  acquire  a  massive 
arsenal  that  goes  far  beyond  the  needs  of 
self  defence  and  threatens  its  neighbours. 
We  are  determined  to  ensure  such  abuse 
should  not  happen  again.  We  believe  that 
progress  can  be  made  if  all  states  apply  the 
three  principles  of  transparency,  consulta¬ 
tion  and  action. 

3.  The  principle  of  transparency  should 
be  extended  to  international  transfers  of 
conventional  weapons  and  associated  mili¬ 
tary  technology.  As  a  step  in  this  direction 
we  support  the  proposal  for  a  universal  reg¬ 
ister  of  arms  transfers  under  the  auspices  of 
the  United  Nations,  and  will  work  for  its 
early  adoption.  Such  a  register  would  alert 
the  international  community  to  an  attempt 
by  a  state  to  build  up  holdings  of  conven¬ 
tional  weapons  beyond  a  reasonable  level. 
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Information  should  be  provided  by  all  states 
on  a  regular  basis  after  transfers  have  taken 
place.  We  also  urge  greater  openness  about 
overall  holdings  of  conventional  weapons. 
We  believe  the  provision  of  such  data,  and 
a  procedure  for  seeking  clarification,  would 
be  a  valuable  confidence  and  security  build¬ 
ing  measure. 

4.  The  principle  of  consultation  should 
now  be  strengthened  through  the  rapid  im¬ 
plementation  of  recent  initiatives  for  discus¬ 
sions  among  leading  arms  exporters  with 
the  aim  of  agreeing  a  common  approach  to 
the  guidelines  which  are  applied  in  the 
transfer  of  conventional  weapons.  We  wel¬ 
come  the  recent  opening  of  discussions  on 
this  subject.  These  include  the  encouraging 
talks  in  Paris  among  the  Permanent  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Nations  Security  Council 
on  8/9  July;  as  well  as  ongoing  discussions 
within  the  framework  of  the  European 
Community  and  its  Member  States.  Each  of 
us  will  continue  to  play  a  constructive  part 
in  this  important  process,  in  these  and  other 
appropriate  fora. 

5.  The  principle  of  action  requires  all  of 
us  to  take  steps  to  prevent  the  building  up 
of  disproportionate  arsenals.  To  that  end  all 
countries  should  refrain  from  arms  transfers 
which  would  be  destabilising  or  would  exac¬ 
erbate  existing  tensions.  Special  restraint 
should  be  exercised  in  the  transfer  of  ad¬ 
vanced  technology  weapons  and  in  sales  to 
countries  and  areas  of  particular  concern.  A 
special  effort  should  be  made  to  define  sen¬ 
sitive  items  and  production  capacity  for  ad¬ 
vanced  weapons,  to  the  transfer  of  which 
similar  restraints  could  be  applied.  All  states 
should  take  steps  to  ensure  that  these  crite¬ 
ria  are  strictly  enforced.  We  intend  to  give 
these  issues  our  continuing  close  attention. 

6.  Iraqi  aggression  and  the  ensuing  Gulf 
war  illustrate  the  huge  costs  to  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  of  military  conflict.  We 
believe  that  moderation  in  the  level  of  mili¬ 
tary  expenditure  is  a  key  aspect  of  sound 
economic  policy  and  good  government. 
While  all  countries  are  struggling  with  com¬ 
peting  claims  on  scarce  resources,  excessive 
spending  on  arms  of  all  kinds  diverts  re¬ 
sources  from  the  overriding  need  to  tackle 
economic  development.  It  can  also  build  up 
large  debts  without  creating  the  means  by 
which  these  may  be  serviced.  We  note  with 


favour  the  recent  report  issued  by  the 
United  Nations  Development  Programme 
(UNDP)  and  the  recent  decisions  by  several 
donor  countries  to  take  account  of  military 
expenditure  where  it  is  disproportionate 
when  setting  up  aid  programmes  and  en¬ 
courage  all  other  donor  countries  to  take 
similar  action.  We  welcome  the  attention 
which  the  Managing  Director  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  and  the 
President  of  the  World  Bank  have  recently 
given  to  excessive  military  spending,  in  the 
context  of  reducing  unproductive  public  ex¬ 
penditure. 

Non-Proliferation 

7.  We  are  deeply  concerned  about  the 
proliferation  of  nuclear,  biological  and 
chemical  weapons  and  missile  delivery  sys¬ 
tems.  We  are  determined  to  combat  this 
menace  by  strengthening  and  expanding 
the  non-proliferation  regimes. 

8.  Iraq  must  fully  abide  by  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  Resolution  687,  which  sets  out  require¬ 
ments  for  the  destruction,  removal  or  ren¬ 
dering  harmless  under  international  super¬ 
vision  of  its  nuclear,  biological,  and  chemi¬ 
cal  warfare  and  missile  capabilities;  as  well 
as  for  verification  and  long-term  monitoring 
to  ensure  that  Iraq’s  capability  for  such 
weapon  systems  is  not  developed  in  the 
future.  Consistent  with  the  relevant  UN  res¬ 
olutions,  we  will  provide  every  assistance  to 
the  United  Nations  Special  Commission  and 
the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 
(IAEA)  so  that  they  can  fully  carry  out  their 
tasks. 

9.  In  the  nuclear  field,  we: 

— Re-affirm  our  will  to  work  to  establish 
the  widest  possible  consensus  in  favour 
of  an  equitable  and  stable  non-prolif¬ 
eration  regime  based  on  a  balance  be¬ 
tween  nuclear  non-proliferation  and 
the  development  of  peaceful  uses  of 
nuclear  energy. 

— Reaffirm  the  importance  of  the  nuclear 
Non-Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT)  and  call 
on  all  other  non-signatory  states  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  this  agreement; 

— Call  on  all  non-nuclear  weapon  states  to 
submit  all  their  nuclear  activities  to 
IAEA  safeguards,  which  are  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  the  international  non-prolifera- 
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tion  regime; 

— Urge  all  supplier  states  to  adopt  and 
implement  the  Nuclear  Suppliers 
Group  guidelines. 

We  welcome  the  decision  of  Brazil  and 
Argentina  to  conclude  a  full-scope  safe¬ 
guard  agreement  with  the  IAEA  and  to 
take  steps  to  bring  the  Treaty  of  Tlatelolco 
into  force,  as  well  as  the  accession  of  South 
Africa  to  the  NPT. 

10.  Each  of  us  will  also  work  to  achieve: 

— Our  common  purpose  of  maintaining 

and  reinforcing  the  NPT  regime 
beyond  1995; 

— A  strengthened  and  improved  IAEA 
safeguards  system; 

— New  measures  in  the  Nuclear  Suppliers 
Group  to  ensure  adequate  export  con¬ 
trols  on  dual-use  items. 

11.  We  anticipate  that  the  Biological 
Weapons  Review  Conference  in  September 
will  succeed  in  strengthening  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  convention’s  existing  provisions 
by  reinforcing  and  extending  its  confidence¬ 
building  measures  and  exploring  the  scope 
for  effective  verification  measures.  Each  of 
us  will  encourage  accession  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  by  other  states  and  urge  all  parties 
strictly  to  fulfil  their  obligations  under  the 
convention.  We  each  believe  that  a  success¬ 
ful  Review  Conference  leading  to  strength¬ 
ened  implementation  of  the  BWC,  would 
make  an  important  contribution  to  prevent¬ 
ing  the  proliferation  of  biological  weapons. 

12.  The  successful  negotiation  of  a  strong, 
comprehensive,  and  effectively  verifiable 
convention  banning  chemical  weapons,  to 
which  all  states  subscribe,  is  the  best  way  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  chemical  weapons. 
We  welcome  recent  announcements  by  the 
United  States  which  we  believe  will  contrib¬ 
ute  the  swift  conclusion  of  such  a  conven¬ 
tion.  We  hope  that  the  negotiation  will  be 
successfully  concluded  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  reaffirm  our  intention  to  become  origi¬ 
nal  parties  to  the  convention.  We  urge 
others  to  become  parties  at  the  earliest  op¬ 
portunity  so  that  it  can  enter  into  force  as 
soon  as  possible. 


13.  We  must  also  strengthen  controls  on 
exports  which  could  contribute  to  the  pro¬ 
liferation  of  biological  and  chemical  weap¬ 
ons.  We  welcome  the  measures  taken  by 
members  of  the  Australia  Group  and  by 
other  states  on  the  control  of  exports  of 
chemical  weapons  precursors  and  related 
equipment.  We  seek  to  achieve  increasingly 
close  convergence  of  practice  between  all 
exporting  states.  We  urge  all  states  to  sup¬ 
port  these  efforts. 

14.  Our  aim  is  a  total  and  effective  ban 
on  chemical  and  biological  weapons.  Use  of 
such  weapons  is  an  outrage  against  human¬ 
ity.  In  the  event  that  a  state  uses  such 
weapons  each  of  us  agrees  to  give  immedi¬ 
ate  consideration  to  imposing  severe  meas¬ 
ures  against  it  both  in  the  UN  Security 
Council  and  elsewhere. 

15.  The  spread  of  missile  delivery  systems 
has  added  a  new  dimension  of  instability  to 
international  security  in  many  regions  of 
the  world.  As  the  founders  of  the  Missile 
Technology  Control  Regime  (MTCR),  we 
welcome  its  extension  to  many  other  states 
in  the  last  two  years.  We  endorse  the  joint 
appeal  issued  at  the  Tokyo  MTCR  meeting 
in  March  1991  for  all  countries  to  adopt 
these  guidelines.  These  are  not  intended  to 
inhibit  cooperation  in  the  use  of  space  for 
peaceful  and  scientific  purposes. 

16.  We  can  make  an  important  contribu¬ 
tion  to  reducing  the  dangers  of  proliferation 
and  conventional  arms  transfers.  Our  efforts 
and  consultations  on  these  issues,  including 
with  other  supplier  countries,  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  all  appropriate  fora  so  as  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  new  climate  of  global  restraint.  We 
will  only  succeed  if  others,  including  recipi¬ 
ent  countries,  support  us  and  if  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  unites  in  a  new  effort  to 
remove  these  threats  which  can  imperil  the 
safety  of  all  our  peoples. 

16  July  1991 

Note :  The  declaration  was  made  available 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  was 
not  issued  as  a  White  House  press  release. 
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London  Economic  Summit  Political  Declaration:  Strengthening  the 
International  Order 
July  16,  1991 


1.  We,  the  leaders  of  our  seven  countries 
and  the  representatives  of  the  European 
Community,  renew  our  firm  commitment 
to  the  ideal  of  a  peaceful,  just,  democratic 
and  prosperous  world.  The  international 
community  faces  enormous  challenges.  But 
there  is  also  reason  for  hope.  We  must  rein¬ 
force  the  multilateral  approach  to  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  common  problems  and  work  to 
strengthen  the  international  system  of 
which  the  United  Nations,  based  on  its 
Charter,  remains  so  central  a  part.  We  call 
on  the  leaders  of  other  nations  to  join  us  in 
that  cause. 

2.  It  is  a  matter  for  hope  and  encourage¬ 
ment  that  the  United  Nations  Security 
Council,  with  the  backing  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  community,  showed  during  the  Gulf 
crisis  that  it  could  fulfil  its  role  of  acting  to 
restore  international  peace  and  security  and 
to  resolve  conflict.  With  the  East-West  con¬ 
frontation  of  the  last  four  decades  behind 
us,  the  international  community  must  now 
build  on  this  new  spirit  of  cooperation  not 
only  in  the  Middle  East  but  wherever 
danger  and  conflict  threaten  or  other  chal¬ 
lenges  must  be  met. 

3.  We  believe  the  conditions  now  exist  for 
the  United  Nations  to  fulfil  completely  the 
promise  and  the  vision  of  its  founders.  A 
revitalised  United  Nations  will  have  a  cen¬ 
tral  role  in  strengthening  the  international 
order.  We  commit  ourselves  to  making  the 
UN  stronger,  more  efficient  and  more  effec¬ 
tive  in  order  to  protect  human  rights,  to 
maintain  peace  and  security  for  all  and  to 
deter  aggression.  We  will  make  preventive 
diplomacy  a  top  priority  to  help  avert 
future  conflicts  by  making  clear  to  potential 
aggressors  the  consequences  of  their  ac¬ 
tions.  The  UN's  role  in  peacekeeping  should 
be  reinforced  and  we  are  prepared  to  sup¬ 
port  this  strongly. 

4.  We  note  that  the  urgent  and  over¬ 
whelming  nature  of  the  humanitarian  prob¬ 
lem  in  Iraq  caused  by  violent  oppression  by 
the  Government  required  exceptional 
action  by  the  international  community,  fol¬ 


lowing  UNSCR  688.  We  urge  the  UN  and 
its  affiliated  agencies  to  be  ready  to  consid¬ 
er  similar  action  in  the  future  if  the  circum¬ 
stances  require  it.  The  international  com¬ 
munity  cannot  stand  idly  by  in  cases  where 
widespread  human  suffering  from  famine, 
war,  oppression,  refugee  flows,  disease  or 
flood  reaches  urgent  and  overwhelming 
proportions. 

5.  The  recent  tragedies  in  Bangladesh, 
Iraq  and  the  Horn  of  Africa  demonstrate 
the  need  to  reinforce  UN  relief  in  coping 
with  emergencies.  We  call  on  all  Member 
States  to  respond  to  the  Secretary  General’s 
appeal  for  voluntary  contributions.  We 
would  like  to  see  moves  to  strengthen  the 
coordination,  and  to  accelerate  the  effective 
delivery,  of  all  UN  relief  for  major  disasters. 
Such  initiatives,  as  part  of  an  overall  effort 
to  make  the  UN  more  effective  could  in¬ 
clude: 

(a)  the  designation  of  a  high  level  official, 
answerable  only  to  the  United  Nations  Sec¬ 
retary-General,  who  would  be  responsible 
for  directing  a  prompt  and  well-integrated 
international  response  to  emergencies,  and 
for  coordinating  the  relevant  UN  appeals; 
and 

(b)  improvement  in  the  arrangements 
whereby  resources  from  within  the  UN 
system  and  support  from  donor  countries 
and  NGOs  can  be  mobilised  to  meet  urgent 
humanitarian  needs  in  time  of  crisis. 

The  United  Nations  would  then  be  able 
to  take  the  early  action  that  has  sometimes 
been  missing  in  the  past.  The  United  Na¬ 
tions  should  also  make  full  use  of  its  early 
warning  capacity  to  alert  the  international 
community  to  coming  crises  and  to  work  on 
the  preparation  of  contingency  plans,  to  in¬ 
clude  the  question  of  prior  earmarking  of 
resources  and  material  that  would  be  avail¬ 
able  to  meet  these  contingencies. 

6.  Since  we  last  met  the  world  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  invasion,  occupation  and  subse¬ 
quent  liberation  of  Kuwait.  The  overwhelm¬ 
ing  response  of  the  international  communi¬ 
ty  in  reversing  the  forcible  annexation  of 
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one  small  nation  was  evidence  of  the  wide¬ 
spread  preference  for 
— taking  collective  measures  against 
threats  to  the  peace  and  to  suppress 
aggression 

— settling  disputes  peacefully 
— upholding  the  rule  of  law  and 
— protecting  human  rights. 

These  principles  are  essential  to  the  civi¬ 
lised  conduct  of  relations  between  states. 

7.  We  express  our  support  for  what  the 
countries  of  the  Gulf  and  their  neighbours 
are  doing  to  ensure  their  security  in  future. 
We  intend  to  maintain  sanctions  against 
Iraq  until  all  the  relevant  resolutions  of  the 
Security  Council  have  been  implemented  in 
full  and  the  people  of  Iraq,  as  well  as  their 
neighbours,  can  live  without  fear  of  intimi¬ 
dation,  repression  or  attack.  As  for  the  Iraqi 
people,  they  deserve  the  opportunity  to 
choose  their  leadership  openly  and  demo¬ 
cratically.  We  look  forward  to  the  forthcom¬ 
ing  elections  in  Kuwait  and  to  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  human  rights  situation  there 
and  in  the  region. 

8.  We  attach  overriding  importance  to 
the  launching  of  a  process  designed  to  bring 
comprehensive,  just  and  lasting  peace  be¬ 
tween  Israel  and  her  Arab  neighbours,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Palestinians.  Such  a  peace 
should  be  based  on  UN  SCRs  242  and  338 
and  the  principle  of  territory  for  peace.  We 
support  the  concept  of  a  peace  conference 
starting  parallel  and  direct  negotiations  be¬ 
tween  Israel  and  representative  Palestinians 
on  the  one  hand  and  Israel  and  the  Arab 
states  on  the  other.  We  confirm  our  con¬ 
tinuing  support  for  the  current  American 
initiative  to  advance  the  peace  process, 
which  we  believe  offers  the  best  hope  of 
progress  towards  a  settlement.  We  urge  all 
the  parties  to  the  dispute  to  adopt  recipro¬ 
cal  and  balanced  confidence-building  meas¬ 
ures  and  to  show  the  flexibility  necessary  to 
allow  a  peace  conference  to  be  convened 
on  the  basis  set  out  in  this  initiative.  In  that 
connection  we  believe  that  the  Arab  boy¬ 
cott  should  be  suspended  as  should  the  Is¬ 
raeli  policy  of  building  settlements  in  the 
occupied  territories. 

9.  We  take  note  with  satisfaction  of  the 
prospects  opened  by  the  restoration  of  secu¬ 
rity  in  Lebanon.  We  continue  to  support 
efforts  by  the  Lebanese  authorities  to 


achieve  the  implementation  of  the  Taif 
process,  which  will  lead  to  the  departure  of 
all  foreign  forces  and  the  holding  of  free 
elections. 

10.  We  express  our  willingness  to  support 
the  development  of  economic  cooperation 
among  the  countries  of  the  Middle  East  on 
the  basis  of  liberal  policies  designed  to  en¬ 
courage  the  repatriation  of  capital,  an  in¬ 
crease  in  investment  and  a  decrease  in  ob¬ 
stacles  to  trade.  Such  policies  should  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  comprehensive  long-term  ef¬ 
forts  to  bring  about  more  stability  for  the 
Middle  East  and  the  Mediterranean. 

11.  We  welcome  the  further  substantial 
progress  in  reform,  both  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic,  achieved  in  the  countries  of  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe  during  the  last  year 
and  recognise  that  these  gains  will  need  to 
be  maintained  through  a  difficult  period  of 
economic  transition,  including  through  re¬ 
gional  initiatives.  We  have  a  strong  interest 
in  the  success  of  market  reforms  and  de¬ 
mocracy  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
and  we  commit  ourselves  to  full  support  for 
these  reforms.  We  also  take  note  of  the 
progress  of  Albania  towards  joining  the 
democratic  community  of  nations. 

12.  Our  support  for  the  process  of  funda¬ 
mental  reform  in  the  Soviet  Union  remains 
as  strong  as  ever.  We  believe  that  new 
thinking  in  Soviet  foreign  policy,  which  has 
done  so  much  to  reduce  East /West  tension 
and  strengthen  the  multilateral  peace  and 
security  system,  should  be  applied  on  a 
global  basis.  We  hope  that  this  new  spirit  of 
international  co-operation  will  be  as  fully 
reflected  in  Asia  as  in  Europe.  We  welcome 
efforts  to  create  a  new  union,  based  on  con¬ 
sent  not  coercion,  which  genuinely  re¬ 
sponds  to  the  wishes  of  the  peoples  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  scale  of  this  undertaking 
is  enormous:  an  open  and  democratic  Soviet 
Union  able  to  play  its  full  part  in  building 
stability  and  trust  in  the  world.  We  reiter¬ 
ate  our  commitment  to  working  with  the 
Soviet  Union  to  support  their  efforts  to 
create  an  open  society,  a  pluralistic  democ¬ 
racy  and  a  market  economy.  We  hope  the 
negotiations  between  the  U.S.S.R.  and  the 
elected  governments  of  the  Baltic  countries 
will  resolve  their  future  democratically  and 
in  accordance  with  the  legitimate  aspira- 
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tions  of  the  people. 

13.  It  is  for  the  peoples  of  Yugoslavia 
themselves  to  decide  upon  their  future. 
However  the  situation  in  Yugoslavia  contin¬ 
ues  to  cause  great  concern.  Military  force 
and  bloodshed  cannot  lead  to  a  lasting  set¬ 
tlement  and  will  only  put  at  risk  wider  sta¬ 
bility.  We  call  for  a  halt  to  violence,  the 
deactivation  and  return  of  military  forces  to 
barracks  and  a  permanent  ceasefire.  We 
urge  all  parties  to  comply  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Brioni  agreement  as  it  stands. 
We  welcome  the  efforts  of  the  European 
Community  and  its  member  states  in  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  resolution  of  the  Yugoslav  crisis. 
We  therefore  support  the  dispatch  of  EC 
monitors  to  Yugoslavia,  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  CSCE  emergency  mechanism. 
We  will  do  whatever  we  can,  with  others  in 
the  international  community,  to  encourage 
and  support  the  process  of  dialogue  and  ne¬ 
gotiation  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
enshrined  in  the  Helsinki  Final  Act  and  the 
Paris  Charter  for  a  new  Europe,  in  particu¬ 
lar  respect  for  human  rights,  including 
rights  of  minorities  and  the  right  of  peoples 
to  self-determination  in  conformity  with  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Nations  and  with  the 
relevant  norms  of  international  law,  includ¬ 
ing  those  relating  to  territorial  integrity  of 
states.  The  normalisation  of  the  present  sit¬ 
uation  will  allow  us  to  contribute  to  the 
indispensable  economic  recovery  of  the 
country. 

14.  We  welcome  the  positive  develop¬ 
ments  in  South  Africa,  where  the  legislative 
pillars  of  apartheid  have  at  last  been  dis¬ 
mantled.  We  hope  that  these  important 
steps  will  be  followed  by  the  de  facto  elimi¬ 
nation  of  apartheid  and  improvement  in  the 
situation  of  the  most  impoverished  among 
the  population  of  South  Africa.  We  hope 
that  negotiations  on  a  new  Constitution 
leading  to  non-racial  democracy  will  begin 
shortly  and  will  not  be  disrupted  by  the 
tragic  upsurge  of  violence.  All  parties  must 
do  all  that  is  in  their  power  to  resolve  the 
problem  of  violence.  We  are  concerned  that 
the  foundation  for  a  new  non-racial  South 
Africa  will  be  undermined  by  mounting 
social  problems  and  declining  economic 
prospects  for  the  majority  of  the  population, 
which  have  contributed  to  the  violence. 
There  is  an  urgent  need  to  restore  growth 


to  the  economy  to  help  reduce  inequalities 
of  wealth  and  opportunity.  South  Africa 
needs  to  pursue  new  economic,  investment 
and  other  policies  that  permit  normal 
access  to  all  sources  of  foreign  borrowing. 
In  addition  to  its  own  domestic  efforts, 
South  Africa  also  needs  the  help  of  the 
international  community,  especially  in  those 
areas  where  the  majority  have  long  suffered 
deprivation:  education,  health,  housing  and 
social  welfare.  We  will  direct  our  aid  for 
these  purposes. 

15.  Finally,  we  look  for  further  strength¬ 
ening  of  the  international  order  by  contin¬ 
ued  vigorous  efforts  to  deter  terrorism  and 
hostage  taking.  We  call  for  the  immediate 
and  unconditional  release  of  all  hostages 
wherever  they  may  be  held  and  for  an  ac¬ 
counting  of  all  persons  taken  hostage  who 
may  have  died  while  being  held.  We  wel¬ 
come  the  undertakings  given  by  govern¬ 
ments  with  an  influence  over  hostage  hold¬ 
ers  to  work  for  the  release  of  hostages  and 
urge  them  to  intensify  their  efforts  to  this 
end.  We  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  friends 
and  relations  of  those  held.  We  reaffirm  our 
condemnation  of  all  forms  of  terrorism.  We 
will  work  together  to  deter  and  combat  ter¬ 
rorism  by  all  possible  means  within  the 
framework  of  international  law  and  national 
legislation,  particularly  in  the  fields  of  inter¬ 
national  civil  aviation  security  and  the 
marking  of  plastic  explosives  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  detection. 

****** 

16.  This  forum  continues  to  provide  an 
invaluable  opportunity  for  representatives 
from  Europe,  Japan  and  North  America  to 
discuss  the  critical  challenges  of  the  coming 
years.  But  we  cannot  succeed  alone.  We  call 
on  the  leaders  of  the  other  nations  to  join 
us  in  our  efforts  to  make  a  practical  and 
sustained  contribution  to  the  cause  of 
peace,  security,  freedom  and  the  rule  of 
law,  which  are  the  preconditions  for  trying 
to  bring  about  greater  justice  and  prosperi¬ 
ty  throughout  the  world. 

16  July  1991 

Note:  The  declaration  was  made  available 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  was 
not  issued  as  a  White  House  press  release. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  Iraq’s  Compliance  With  United 
Nations  Security  Council  Resolutions 
July  16,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Consistent  with  the  Authorization  for  Use 
of  Military  Force  Against  Iraq  Resolution 
(Public  Law  102-1),  and  as  part  of  my  con¬ 
tinuing  effort  to  keep  the  Congress  fully 
informed,  I  am  again  reporting  on  the 
status  of  efforts  to  obtain  compliance  by 
Iraq  with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
U.N.  Security  Council. 

As  I  stated  in  my  report  of  May  17,  1991, 
U.N.  Security  Council  Resolution  687  re¬ 
quired  as  a  precondition  for  the  formal 
cease-fire  that  Iraq  accept  the  destruction, 
removal  or  rendering  harmless  of  all  chemi¬ 
cal  and  biological  weapons,  ballistic  missiles 
with  a  range  greater  than  150  kilometers, 
and  nuclear-weapons-usable  material,  to¬ 
gether  with  related  facilities  and  equip¬ 
ment;  and  that  it  accept  international  su¬ 
pervision  and  inspection  to  verify  compli¬ 
ance  with  these  requirements.  On  June  17, 
the  Security  Council  approved  a  plan  for 
this  supervision  and  inspection,  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency  and  the  Special  Commission  cre¬ 
ated  under  Resolution  687. 

With  the  strong  support  and  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  these  bodies 
have  been  working  actively  to  identify,  in¬ 
spect  and  arrange  for  the  elimination  of 
these  weapons  and  related  items.  While 
some  inspections  of  declared  missiles  and 
chemical  weapons  have  occurred,  Iraq  has 
generally  engaged  in  obfuscation  and  eva¬ 
sion  of  its  obligations.  In  recent  weeks, 
public  attention  has  focused  on  Iraq’s  nucle¬ 
ar  equipment  and  material,  but  this  has  also 
been  true  with  respect  to  Iraq’s  undeclared 
chemical  weapons  and  ballistic  missiles  and 
its  continuing  refusal  to  acknowledge  any 
biological  weapons  development  activities. 
We  will  not  allow  these  Iraqi  actions  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  We  will  continue  to  insist  on  the  full 
identification  and  complete  elimination  of 
all  relevant  items  as  well  as  the  imposition 
of  a  thorough  and  effective  monitoring 
regime  to  assure  Iraq’s  long-term  compli¬ 
ance  with  Resolution  687. 


In  addition,  the  United  Nations  has 
moved  forward  in  the  implementation  of 
other  requirements  of  Resolution  687.  The 
Security  Council  has  created  a  U.N.  Com¬ 
pensation  Commission  to  consider  and  pay 
claims  for  losses  caused  by  the  Iraqi  inva¬ 
sion  and  occupation  of  Kuwait,  to  be 
funded  by  deductions  from  Iraqi  oil  export 
revenues.  The  U.N.  Iraq-Kuwait  Observa¬ 
tion  Mission  has  deployed  into  the  demilita¬ 
rized  zone  created  by  the  Security  Council 
along  the  Iraq-Kuwait  border,  and  the  Iraq- 
Kuwait  Boundary  Demarcation  Commission 
has  made  a  substantial  start  toward  the  final 
demarcation  of  the  boundary,  which  would 
eliminate  one  of  the  ostensible  causes  of  the 
war.  However,  in  light  of  the  intransigence 
of  Saddam  Hussein  and  the  failure  of  Iraq 
to  comply  with  its  obligations  under  the 
Resolution,  the  Security  Council  has  not  fur¬ 
ther  relaxed  the  current  economic  sanc¬ 
tions. 

In  my  last  report,  I  described  the  Iraqi 
repression  of  the  Kurds  and  other  internal 
population  groups,  which  necessitated  the 
introduction  of  U.S.  and  other  coalition 
armed  forces  into  northern  Iraq  to  provide 
relief  and  security  for  the  civilian  popula¬ 
tion.  As  I  stated  then,  this  effort  was  not 
intended  as  a  permanent  solution  to  the 
problem,  nor  as  a  military  intervention  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  Iraq.  Rather,  it  was 
intended  as  a  humanitarian  measure  to  save 
lives.  Having  succeeded  in  providing  safe 
conditions  for  the  return  of  Kurdish  refu¬ 
gees  from  the  mountainous  border  areas, 
U.S.  forces  have  now  withdrawn  from 
northern  Iraq.  However,  we  have  informed 
the  Iraqi  Government  that  we  will  continue 
to  monitor  carefully  its  treatment  of  its  citi¬ 
zens,  and  that  we  remain  prepared  to  take 
appropriate  steps  if  the  situation  requires. 
To  this  end,  the  coalition  plans  to  maintain 
an  appropriate  level  of  forces  in  the  region 
for  as  long  as  required  by  the  situation  in 
Iraq. 

I  remain  grateful  for  Congress’  support  of 
these  endeavors,  and  I  look  forward  to  con- 
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tinued  cooperation  toward  achieving  our 
objectives. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 


Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Robert  C.  Byrd,  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate. 


Nomination  of  Sylvia  Chavez  Long  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
July  16,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Sylvia  Chavez  Long,  of 
New  Mexico,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs  for  Congressional  Affairs  at 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  She 
would  succeed  Edward  G.  Lewis. 

Since  1989  Ms.  Long  has  served  as  a 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Program  Co¬ 
ordination  and  Evaluation  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Prior  to  this  she 


served  as  veterans /military  liaison  and 
deputy  district  office  manager  for  Congress¬ 
man  Steve  Schiff  in  Washington,  DC. 

Ms.  Long  graduated  from  the  University 
of  New  Mexico  (B.A.,  1988).  She  was  born 
October  26,  1948,  in  Sante  Fe,  NM.  Ms. 
Long  serves  in  the  U.S.  Navy  Reserve, 
1974-present.  She  has  two  children  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Fairfax,  VA. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Senate  Confirmation 
Hearings  for  Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director  Nominee  Robert 
M.  Gates 
July  16,  1991 


Last  week,  the  President  urged  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  the  Senate  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Intelligence  and  the  full  Senate 
promptly  schedule  hearings  and  act  favor¬ 
ably  on  the  nomination  of  Robert  Gates  to 
be  Director  of  Central  Intelligence.  The 
President  took  this  position  because  a  pro¬ 
longed  process  would  be  unfair  to  Mr. 
Gates  and  subject  him  to  continuing  innu¬ 
endo  and  groundless  allegations.  We  still 
have  those  concerns. 

While  the  committee  is  prepared  to  begin 
hearings  next  week,  it  has  informed  the 
White  House  that  it  would  not  complete 
the  confirmation  process  prior  to  the 


August  recess  and  suggested  starting  the 
hearings  on  September  16,  1991.  The  White 
House  concurs  in  this  delay. 

We  are  hopeful  that  the  September  16 
date  to  begin  hearings  provides  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  move  the  nomination  forward  ex¬ 
peditiously  and  without  interruption.  A 
start-and-stop  hearing  and  confirmation 
process  dragging  out  over  a  number  of 
weeks  would  not  be  fair  to  Mr.  Gates. 

The  President  again  underscores  his  total 
support  for  Mr.  Gates  and  urges  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  full  Senate  to  act  as  soon  as 
possible  to  confirm  this  honorable,  able,  and 
dedicated  public  servant. 
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London  Economic  Summit  Economic  Declaration:  Building  World 

Partnership 

July  17,  1991 


1.  We,  the  Heads  of  State  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  seven  major  industrial  democ¬ 
racies  and  the  representatives  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Community,  met  in  London  for  our 
seventeenth  annual  Summit. 

2.  The  spread  of  freedom  and  democracy 
which  we  celebrated  at  Houston  has  gath¬ 
ered  pace  over  the  last  year.  Together  the 
international  community  has  overcome  a 
major  threat  to  world  peace  in  the  Gulf. 
But  new  challenges  and  new  opportunities 
confront  us. 

3.  We  seek  to  build  world  partnership, 
based  on  common  values,  and  to  strengthen 
the  international  order.  Our  aim  is  to  un¬ 
derpin  democracy,  human  rights,  the  rule 
of  law  and  sound  economic  management, 
which  together  provide  the  key  to  prosperi¬ 
ty.  To  achieve  this  aim,  we  will  promote  a 
truly  multilateral  system,  which  is  secure 
and  adaptable  and  in  which  responsibility  is 
shared  widely  and  equitably.  Central  to  our 
aim  is  the  need  for  a  stronger,  more  effec¬ 
tive  UN  system,  and  for  greater  attention  to 
the  proliferation  and  transfer  of  weapons. 

Economic  policy 

4.  Over  the  last  year,  some  of  our  econo¬ 
mies  have  maintained  good  growth,  while 
most  have  slowed  down  and  some  gone  into 
recession.  But  a  global  recession  has  been 
avoided.  The  uncertainty  created  by  the 
Gulf  crisis  is  behind  us.  We  welcome  the 
fact  that  there  are  now  increasing  signs  of 
economic  recovery.  Progress  has  been  made 
too  in  reducing  the  largest  trade  and  cur¬ 
rent  account  imbalances. 

5.  Our  shared  objectives  are  a  sustained 
recovery  and  price  stability.  To  this  end,  we 
are  determined  to  maintain,  including 
through  our  economic  policy  coordination 
process,  the  medium-term  strategy  en¬ 
dorsed  by  earlier  Summits.  This  strategy  has 
contained  inflationary  expectations  and  cre¬ 
ated  the  conditions  for  sustainable  growth 
and  new  jobs. 

6.  We  therefore  commit  ourselves  to  im¬ 
plement  fiscal  and  monetary  policies, 


which,  while  reflecting  the  different  situa¬ 
tions  in  our  countries,  provide  the  basis  for 
lower  real  interest  rates.  In  this  connection, 
continued  progress  in  reducing  budget  defi¬ 
cits  is  essential.  This,  together  with  the  ef¬ 
forts  being  made  to  reduce  impediments  to 
private  saving,  will  help  generate  the  in¬ 
crease  in  global  savings  needed  to  meet  de¬ 
mands  for  investment.  We  also  welcome  the 
close  cooperation  on  exchange  markets  and 
the  work  to  improve  the  functioning  of  the 
international  monetary  system. 

7.  We  will  also,  with  the  help  of  the  Or¬ 
ganisation  for  Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development  (OECD)  and  other  institu¬ 
tions,  pursue  reforms  to  improve  economic 
efficiency  and  thus  the  potential  for  growth. 
These  include: — 

a)  greater  competition  in  our  economies, 
including  regulatory  reform.  This  can 
enhance  consumer  choice,  reduce 
prices  and  ease  burdens  on  business. 

b)  greater  transparency,  elimination  or 
enhanced  discipline  in  subsidies  that 
have  distorting  effects,  since  such  subsi¬ 
dies  lead  to  inefficient  allocation  of  re¬ 
sources  and  inflate  public  expenditure. 

c)  improved  education  and  training,  to 
enhance  the  skills  and  improve  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  those  both  in  and  out  of 
employment,  as  well  as  policies  contrib¬ 
uting  to  greater  flexibility  in  the  em¬ 
ployment  system. 

d)  a  more  efficient  public  sector,  for  ex¬ 
ample  through  higher  standards  of 
management  and  including  possibilities 
for  privatisation  and  contracting  out. 

e)  the  wide  and  rapid  diffusion  of  ad¬ 
vances  in  science  and  technology. 

f)  essential  investment,  both  private  and 
public,  in  infrastructure. 

8.  We  will  encourage  work  nationally  and 
internationally  to  develop  cost-effective 
economic  instruments  for  protecting  the 
environment,  such  as  taxes,  charges  and 
tradeable  permits. 
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International  trade 

9.  No  issue  has  more  far-reaching  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  future  prospects  of  the  world 
economy  than  the  successful  conclusion  of 
the  Uruguay  Round.  It  will  stimulate  non¬ 
inflationary  growth  by  bolstering  confi¬ 
dence,  reversing  protectionism  and  increas¬ 
ing  trade  flows.  It  will  be  essential  to  en¬ 
courage  the  integration  of  developing  coun¬ 
tries  and  Central  and  East  European  na¬ 
tions  into  the  multilateral  trading  system. 
All  these  benefits  will  be  lost  if  we  cannot 
conclude  the  Round. 

10.  We  therefore  commit  ourselves  to  an 
ambitious,  global  and  balanced  package  of 
results  from  the  Round,  with  the  widest 
possible  participation  by  both  developed 
and  developing  countries.  The  aim  of  all 
contracting  parties  should  be  to  complete 
the  Round  before  the  end  of  1991.  We  shall 
each  remain  personally  involved  in  this 
process,  ready  to  intervene  with  one  an¬ 
other  if  differences  can  only  be  resolved  at 
the  highest  level. 

11.  To  achieve  our  objectives,  sustained 
progress  will  be  needed  in  the  negotiations 
at  Geneva  in  all  areas  over  the  rest  of  this 
year.  The  principal  requirement  is  to  move 
forward  urgently  in  the  following  areas 
taken  together: — 

a)  market  access,  where  it  is  necessary,  in 
particular,  to  cut  tariff  peaks  for  some 
products  while  moving  to  zero  tariffs 
for  others,  as  part  of  a  substantial  re¬ 
duction  of  tariffs  and  parallel  action 
against  non- tariff  barriers. 

b)  agriculture,  where  a  framework  must 
be  decided  upon  to  provide  for  specific 
binding  commitments  in  domestic  sup¬ 
port,  market  access  and  export  compe¬ 
tition,  so  that  substantial  progressive  re¬ 
ductions  of  support  and  protection  may 
be  agreed  in  each  area,  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  non-trade  concerns. 

c)  services,  where  accord  on  a  general 
agreement  on  trade  in  services  should 
be  reinforced  by  substantial  and  bind¬ 
ing  initial  commitments  to  reduce  or 
remove  existing  restrictions  on  services 
trade  and  not  to  impose  new  ones. 

d)  intellectual  property,  where  clear  and 
enforceable  rules  and  obligations  to 
protect  all  property  rights  are  neces¬ 


sary  to  encourage  investment  and  the 
spread  of  technology. 

12.  Progress  on  these  issues  will  encour¬ 
age  final  agreement  in  areas  already  close 
to  conclusion,  such  as  textiles,  tropical  prod¬ 
ucts,  safeguards  and  dispute  settlement. 
Agreement  to  an  improved  dispute  settle¬ 
ment  mechanism  should  lead  to  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  operate  only  under  the  multilateral 
rules.  Taken  all  together,  these  and  the 
other  elements  of  the  negotiations,  includ¬ 
ing  GATT  rule-making,  should  amount  to 
the  substantial,  wide-ranging  package  which 
we  seek. 

13.  We  will  seek  to  ensure  that  regional 
integration  is  compatible  with  the  multilat¬ 
eral  trading  system. 

14.  As  we  noted  at  Houston,  a  successful 
outcome  of  the  Uruguay  Round  will  also 
call  for  the  institutional  reinforcement  of 
the  multilateral  trading  system.  The  con¬ 
cept  of  an  international  trade  organisation 
should  be  addressed  in  this  context. 

15.  Open  markets  help  to  create  the  re¬ 
sources  needed  to  protect  the  environment. 
We  therefore  commend  the  OECD's  pio¬ 
neering  work  in  ensuring  that  trade  and 
environment  policies  are  mutually  support¬ 
ing.  We  look  to  the  General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT)  to  define  how 
trade  measures  can  properly  be  used  for 
environmental  purposes. 

16.  We  are  convinced  that  OECD  mem¬ 
bers  must  overcome  in  the  near  future  and, 
in  any  case,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  remain¬ 
ing  obstacles  to  an  agreement  on  reducing 
the  distortions  that  result  from  the  use  of 
subsidised  export  credits  and  of  tied  aid 
credits.  We  welcome  the  initiative  of  the 
OECD  in  studying  export  credit  premium 
systems  and  structures  and  look  forward  to 
an  early  report. 

Energy 

17.  As  the  Gulf  crisis  showed,  the  supply 
and  price  of  oil  remain  vulnerable  to  politi¬ 
cal  shocks,  which  disturb  the  world  econo¬ 
my.  But  these  shocks  have  been  contained 
by  the  effective  operation  of  the  market,  by 
the  welcome  increase  in  supplies  by  certain 
oil-exporting  countries  and  by  the  actions 
co-ordinated  by  the  International  Energy 
Agency  (IEA),  particularly  the  use  of  stocks. 
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We  are  committed  to  strengthen  the  IEA’s 
emergency  preparedness  and  its  supporting 
measures.  Since  the  crisis  has  led  to  im¬ 
proved  relations  between  producers  and 
consumers,  contacts  among  all  market  par¬ 
ticipants  could  be  further  developed  to  pro¬ 
mote  communication,  transparency  and  the 
efficient  working  of  market  forces. 

18.  We  will  work  to  secure  stable  world¬ 
wide  energy  supplies,  to  remove  barriers  to 
energy  trade  and  investment,  to  encourage 
high  environmental  and  safety  standards 
and  to  promote  international  cooperation 
on  research  and  development  in  all  these 
areas.  We  will  also  seek  to  improve  energy 
efficiency  and  to  price  energy  from  all 
sources  so  as  to  reflect  costs  fully,  including 
environmental  costs. 

19.  In  this  context,  nuclear  power  genera¬ 
tion  contributes  to  diversifying  energy 
sources  and  reducing  greenhouse  gas  emis¬ 
sions.  In  developing  nuclear  power  as  an 
economic  energy  source,  it  is  essential  to 
achieve  and  maintain  the  highest  available 
standards  of  safety,  including  in  waste  man¬ 
agement,  and  to  encourage  co-operation  to 
this  end  throughout  the  world.  The  safety 
situation  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
and  the  Soviet  Union  deserves  particular  at¬ 
tention.  This  is  an  urgent  problem  and  we 
call  upon  the  international  community  to 
develop  an  effective  means  of  coordinating 
its  response. 

20.  The  commercial  development  of  re¬ 
newable  energy  sources  and  their  integra¬ 
tion  with  general  energy  systems  should 
also  be  encouraged,  because  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  these  sources  offer  for  environmental 
protection  and  energy  security. 

21.  We  all  intend  to  take  a  full  part  in  the 
initiative  of  the  European  Community  for 
the  establishment  of  a  European  Energy 
Charter  on  the  basis  of  equal  rights  and 
obligations  of  signatory  countries.  The  aim 
is  to  promote  free  and  undistorted  energy 
trade,  to  enhance  security  of  supply,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  environment  and  to  assist  economic 
reform  in  Central  and  East  European  coun¬ 
tries  and  the  Soviet  Union,  especially  by 
creating  an  open,  non-discriminatory 
regime  for  commercial  energy  investment. 

Central  and  Eastern  Europe 

22.  We  salute  the  courage  and  determina¬ 


tion  of  the  countries  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe  in  building  democracy  and  moving 
to  market  economies,  despite  formidable 
obstacles.  We  welcome  the  spread  of  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  reform  throughout  the 
region.  These  changes  are  of  great  historical 
importance.  Bulgaria  and  Romania  are  now 
following  the  pioneering  advances  of 
Poland,  Hungary  and  Czechoslovakia.  Alba¬ 
nia  is  emerging  from  its  long  isolation. 

23.  Recognising  that  successful  reform  de¬ 
pends  principally  on  the  continuing  efforts 
of  the  countries  concerned,  we  renew  our 
own  firm  commitment  to  support  their 
reform  efforts,  to  forge  closer  ties  with 
them  and  to  encourage  their  integration 
into  the  international  economic  system.  Re¬ 
gional  initiatives  reinforce  our  ability  to  co¬ 
operate. 

24.  All  the  Central  and  East  European 
countries  except  Albania  are  now  members 
of  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF) 
and  the  World  Bank.  We  welcome  the  steps 
being  taken  by  those  countries  that  are  im¬ 
plementing  IMF-supported  programmes  of 
macro-economic  stabilisation.  It  is  crucial 
that  these  programmes  are  complemented 
by  structural  reforms,  such  as  privatising 
and  restructuring  state-owned  enterprises, 
increasing  competition  and  strengthening 
property  rights.  We  welcome  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  European  Bank  for  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  and  Development  (EBRD),  which  has  a 
mandate  to  foster  the  transition  to  open, 
market-oriented  economies  and  to  promote 
private  initiative  in  Central  and  East  Euro¬ 
pean  countries  committed  to  democracy. 

25.  A  favourable  environment  for  private 
investment,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  is 
crucial  for  sustained  growth  and  for  avoid¬ 
ing  dependence  on  external  assistance  from 
governments.  In  this  respect,  technical  as¬ 
sistance  from  our  private  sectors  and  gov¬ 
ernments,  the  European  Community  and 
international  institutions  should  concentrate 
on  helping  this  essential  market-based 
transformation.  In  this  context,  we  empha¬ 
sise  the  importance  of  integrating  environ¬ 
mental  considerations  into  the  economic  re¬ 
structuring  process  in  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe. 

26.  Expanding  markets  for  their  exports 
are  vital  for  the  Central  and  East  European 
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countries.  We  welcome  the  substantial  in¬ 
creases  already  made  in  exports  to  market 
economies  and  we  undertake  to  improve 
further  their  access  to  our  markets  for  their 
products  and  services,  including  in  areas 
such  as  steel,  textiles  and  agricultural 
produce.  In  this  context,  we  welcome  the 
progress  made  in  negotiating  Association 
Agreements  between  the  European  Com¬ 
munity  and  Poland,  Hungary  and  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  as  well  as  the  Presidential  Trade 
Enhancement  Initiative  announced  by  the 
United  States,  all  of  which  will  be  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  GATT  principles.  We  will  sup¬ 
port  the  work  of  the  OECD  to  identify  re¬ 
strictions  to  East /West  trade  and  to  facili¬ 
tate  their  removal. 

27.  The  Group  of  Twenty-four  (G24) 
process,  inaugurated  by  the  Arch  Summit 
and  chaired  by  the  European  Commission, 
has  mobilised  $31  billion  in  bilateral  sup¬ 
port  for  these  countries,  including  balance 
of  payments  finance  to  underpin  IMF-sup- 
ported  programmes.  Such  programmes  are 
in  place  for  Poland,  Hungary  and  Czecho¬ 
slovakia.  We  welcome  the  contributions  al¬ 
ready  made  for  Bulgaria  and  Romania.  We 
are  intensifying  the  G24  coordination  proc¬ 
ess  and  we  reaffirm  our  shared  willingness 
to  play  our  fair  part  in  the  global  assistance 
effort. 

The  Soviet  Union 

28.  We  support  the  moves  towards  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  transformation  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  are  ready  to  assist  the 
integration  of  the  Soviet  Union  into  the 
world  economy. 

29.  Reform  to  develop  the  market  econo¬ 
my  is  essential  to  create  incentives  for 
change  and  enable  the  Soviet  people  to  mo¬ 
bilise  their  own  substantial  natural  and 
human  resources.  A  clear  and  agreed 
framework  within  which  the  centre  and  the 
republics  exercise  their  respective  responsi¬ 
bilities  is  fundamental  for  the  success  of  po¬ 
litical  and  economic  reform. 

30.  We  have  invited  President  Gorbachev 
to  meet  us  for  a  discussion  of  reform  poli¬ 
cies  and  their  implementation,  as  well  as 
ways  in  which  we  can  encourage  this  proc¬ 
ess. 

31.  We  commend  the  IMF,  World  Bank, 
OECD  and  EBRD  for  their  study  of  the 


Soviet  economy  produced,  in  close  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  European  Commission,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  request  we  made  at  Houston. 
This  study  sets  out  many  of  the  elements 
necessary  for  successful  economic  reform, 
which  include  fiscal  and  monetary  disci¬ 
pline  and  creating  the  framework  of  a 
market  economy. 

32.  We  are  sensitive  to  the  overall  politi¬ 
cal  context  in  which  reforms  are  being  con¬ 
ducted,  including  the  “New  Thinking”  in 
Soviet  foreign  policy  around  the  world.  We 
are  sensitive  also  to  the  importance  of  shift¬ 
ing  resources  from  military  to  civilian  use. 

33.  We  are  concerned  about  the  deterio¬ 
ration  of  the  Soviet  economy,  which  creates 
severe  hardship  not  only  within  the  Soviet 
Union  but  also  for  the  countries  of  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe. 

The  Middle  East 

34.  Many  countries  have  suffered  eco¬ 
nomically  as  a  result  of  the  Gulf  crisis.  We 
welcome  the  success  of  the  Gulf  Crisis  Fi¬ 
nancial  Co-ordination  Group  in  mobilising 
nearly  $16  billion  of  assistance  for  those 
countries  suffering  the  most  direct  econom¬ 
ic  impact  of  the  Gulf  crisis  and  urge  all 
donors  to  complete  disbursements  rapidly. 
Extensive  assistance  is  being  provided  by 
Summit  participants  for  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Middle  East,  as  well  as  by  the  IMF 
and  World  Bank. 

35.  We  believe  that  enhanced  economic 
co-operation  in  this  area,  on  the  basis  of  the 
principles  of  non-discrimination  and  open 
trade,  could  help  repair  the  damage  and 
reinforce  political  stability.  We  welcome  the 
plans  of  major  oil  exporting  countries  for 
providing  financial  assistance  to  others  in 
the  region  and  their  decision  to  establish  a 
Gulf  Development  Fund.  We  support  closer 
links  between  the  international  financial  in¬ 
stitutions  and  Arab  and  other  donors.  We 
believe  this  would  encourage  necessary  eco¬ 
nomic  reforms,  promote  efficient  use  of  fi¬ 
nancial  flows,  foster  private  sector  invest¬ 
ment,  stimulate  trade  liberalisation  and  fa¬ 
cilitate  joint  projects  e.g.  in  water  manage¬ 
ment,  which  would  draw  on  our  technical 
skills  and  expertise. 
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Developing  Countries  and  Debt 

36.  Developing  countries  are  playing  an 
increasingly  constructive  role  in  the  inter¬ 
national  economic  system,  including  the 
Uruguay  Round.  Many  have  introduced  rad¬ 
ical  policy  reforms  and  are  adopting  the  fol¬ 
lowing  principles: 

(a)  respect  for  human  rights  and  for  the 
law,  which  encourages  individuals  to 
contribute  to  development; 

(b)  democratic  pluralism  and  open  sys¬ 
tems  of  administration,  accountable  to 
the  public; 

(c)  sound,  market-based  economic  policies 
to  sustain  development  and  bring 
people  out  of  poverty; 

We  commend  these  countries  and  urge 
others  to  follow  their  example.  Good  gov¬ 
ernance  not  only  promotes  development  at 
home,  but  helps  to  attract  external  finance 
and  investment  from  all  sources. 

37.  Our  steadfast  commitment  to  helping 
developing  countries,  in  conjunction  with  a 
durable  non-inflationary  recovery  of  our 
economies  and  the  opening  of  our  markets, 
will  be  the  most  effective  way  we  have  of 
enhancing  prosperity  in  the  developing 
world. 

38.  Many  of  these  countries,  especially 
the  poorest,  need  our  financial  and  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  to  buttress  their  own  develop¬ 
ment  endeavours.  Additional  aid  efforts  are 
required,  to  enhance  both  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  our  support  for  priority  devel¬ 
opment  issues.  These  include  alleviating 
poverty,  improving  health,  education  and 
training  and  enhancing  the  environmental 
quality  of  our  aid.  We  endorse  the  increas¬ 
ing  attention  being  given  to  population 
issues  in  devising  strategies  for  sustainable 
progress. 

39.  Africa  deserves  our  special  attention. 
Progress  by  African  governments  towards 
sound  economic  policies,  democracy  and  ac¬ 
countability  is  improving  their  prospects  for 
growth.  This  is  being  helped  by  our  contin¬ 
ued  support,  focused  on  stimulating  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  private  sector,  encouraging 
regional  integration,  providing  concessional 
flows  and  reducing  debt  burdens.  The  Spe¬ 
cial  Programme  of  Assistance  for  Africa,  co¬ 
ordinated  by  the  World  Bank  and  providing 
support  for  economic  reform  in  over  20  Af¬ 


rican  countries,  is  proving  its  worth.  We 
will  provide  humanitarian  assistance  to 
those  parts  of  Africa  facing  severe  famine 
and  encourage  the  reform  of  United  Na¬ 
tions  structures  in  order  to  make  this  assist¬ 
ance  more  effective.  We  will  also  work  to 
help  the  countries  concerned  remove  the 
underlying  causes  of  famine  and  other 
emergencies,  whether  these  are  natural  or 
provoked  by  civil  strife. 

40.  In  the  Asia-Pacific  region,  many 
economies,  including  members  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  South-East  Asian  Nations  (ASEAN) 
and  the  Asia-Pacific  Economic  Co-operation 
(APEC),  continue  to  achieve  dynamic 
growth.  We  welcome  the  efforts  by  those 
economies  of  the  region  which  are  assum¬ 
ing  new  international  responsibilities.  Other 
Asian  countries,  which  are  strengthening 
their  reform  efforts,  continue  to  need  exter¬ 
nal  assistance. 

41.  In  Latin  America  we  are  encouraged 
by  the  progress  being  made  in  carrying  out 
genuine  economic  reforms  and  by  develop¬ 
ments  in  regional  integration.  We  welcome 
the  continuing  discussions  on  the  Multilater¬ 
al  Investment  Fund,  under  the  Enterprise 
for  the  Americas  Initiative  which,  together 
with  other  efforts,  is  helping  to  create  the 
right  climate  for  direct  investment,  freer 
trade  and  a  reversal  of  capital  flight. 

42.  We  recognize  with  satisfaction  the 
progress  being  made  under  the  strength¬ 
ened  debt  strategy.  Some  countries  have  al¬ 
ready  benefited  from  the  combination  of 
strong  adjustment  with  commercial  bank 
debt  reduction  or  equivalent  measures.  We 
encourage  other  countries  with  heavy  debts 
to  banks  to  negotiate  similar  packages. 

43.  We  note: 

(a)  the  agreement  reached  by  the  Paris 
Club  on  debt  reduction  or  equivalent 
measures  for  Poland  and  Egypt,  which 
should  be  treated  as  exceptional  cases; 

(b)  the  Paris  Club’s  continued  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  special  situation  of  some 
lower  middle-income  countries  on  a 
case  by  case  basis. 

44.  The  poorest,  most  indebted  countries 
need  very  special  terms.  We  agree  on  the 
need  for  additional  debt  relief  measures,  on 
a  case  by  case  basis,  for  these  countries, 
going  well  beyond  the  relief  already  grant- 
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ed  under  Toronto  terms.  We  therefore  call 
on  the  Paris  Club  to  continue  its  discussions 
on  how  these  measures  can  best  be  imple¬ 
mented  promptly. 

45.  We  recognize  the  need  for  appropri¬ 
ate  new  financial  flows  to  developing  coun¬ 
tries.  We  believe  the  appropriate  way  to 
avoid  unsustainable  levels  of  debt  is  for  de¬ 
veloping  countries  to  adopt  strengthened 
policies  to  attract  direct  investment  and  the 
return  of  flight  capital. 

46.  We  note  the  key  role  of  the  IMF, 
whose  resources  should  be  strengthened  by 
the  early  implementation  of  the  quota  in¬ 
crease  under  the  Ninth  General  Review 
and  the  associated  Third  Amendment  to  the 
Articles  of  Agreement. 

Environment 

47.  The  international  community  will  face 
formidable  environmental  challenges  in  the 
coming  decade.  Managing  the  environment 
continues  to  be  a  priority  issue  for  us.  Our 
economic  policies  should  ensure  that  the 
use  of  this  planet’s  resources  is  sustainable 
and  safeguards  the  interests  of  both  present 
and  future  generations.  Growing  market 
economies  can  best  mobilize  the  means  for 
protecting  the  environment,  while  demo¬ 
cratic  systems  ensure  proper  accountability. 

48.  Environmental  considerations  should 
be  integrated  into  the  full  range  of  govern¬ 
ment  policies,  in  a  way  which  reflects  their 
economic  costs.  We  support  the  valuable 
work  in  this  field  being  undertaken  by  the 
OECD.  This  includes  the  systematic  review 
of  member  countries’  environmental  per¬ 
formance  and  the  development  of  environ¬ 
mental  indicators  for  use  in  decision¬ 
making. 

49.  Internationally,  we  must  develop  a  co¬ 
operative  approach  for  tackling  environ¬ 
mental  issues.  Industrial  countries  should 
set  an  example  and  thus  encourage  devel¬ 
oping  countries  and  Central  and  East  Euro¬ 
pean  nations  to  play  their  part.  Co-oper¬ 
ation  is  also  required  on  regional  problems. 
In  this  context,  we  welcome  the  consensus 
reached  on  the  Environmental  Protocol  of 
the  Antarctic  Treaty,  aimed  at  reinforcing 
the  environmental  preservation  of  this  con¬ 
tinent.  We  note  the  good  progress  of  the 
Sahara  and  Sahel  Observatory  as  well  as  the 
Budapest  Environmental  Centre. 


50.  The  UN  Conference  on  Environment 
and  Development  (UNCED)  in  June  1992 
will  be  a  landmark  event.  It  will  mark  the 
climax  of  many  international  environmental 
negotiations.  We  commit  ourselves  to  work 
for  a  successful  Conference  and  to  give  the 
necessary  political  impetus  to  its  prepara¬ 
tion. 

51.  We  aim  to  achieve  the  following  by 
the  time  of  UNCED:— 

a)  an  effective  framework  convention  on 
climate  change,  containing  appropriate 
commitments  and  addressing  all 
sources  and  sinks  for  greenhouse  gases. 
We  will  seek  to  expedite  work  on  im¬ 
plementing  protocols  to  reinforce  the 
convention.  All  participants  should  be 
committed  to  design  and  implement 
concrete  strategies  to  limit  net  emis¬ 
sions  of  greenhouse  gases,  with  meas¬ 
ures  to  facilitate  adaptation.  Significant 
actions  by  industrial  countries  will  en¬ 
courage  the  participation  of  developing 
and  East  European  countries,  which  is 
essential  to  the  negotiations. 

b)  agreement  on  principles  for  the  man¬ 
agement,  conservation  and  sustainable 
development  of  all  types  of  forest,  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  framework  convention.  This 
should  be  in  a  form  both  acceptable  to 
the  developing  countries  where  tropical 
forests  grow  and  consistent  with  the  ob¬ 
jective  of  a  global  forest  convention  or 
agreement  which  we  set  at  Houston. 

52.  We  will  seek  to  promote,  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  UNCED: 

a)  mobilization  of  financial  resources  to 
help  developing  countries  tackle  envi¬ 
ronmental  problems.  We  support  the 
use  of  existing  mechanisms  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  in  particular  the  Global  Environ¬ 
ment  Facility  (GEF).  The  GEF  could 
become  the  comprehensive  funding 
mechanism  to  help  developing  coun¬ 
tries  meet  their  obligations  under  the 
new  environmental  conventions. 

b)  encouragement  of  an  improved  flow  of 
beneficial  technology  to  developing 
countries,  making  use  of  commercial 
mechanisms. 

c)  a  comprehensive  approach  to  the 
oceans,  including  regional  seas.  The  en¬ 
vironmental  and  economic  importance 
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of  oceans  and  seas  means  that  they 
must  be  protected  and  sustainably  man¬ 
aged. 

d)  further  development  of  international 
law  of  the  environment,  drawing  inter 
alia  on  the  results  of  the  Siena  Forum. 

e)  the  reinforcement  of  international  in¬ 
stitutions  concerned  with  the  environ¬ 
ment,  including  the  United  Nations  En¬ 
vironment  Programme  (UNEP),  for  the 
decade  ahead. 

53.  We  support  the  negotiation,  under 
the  auspices  of  UNEP,  of  an  acceptable 
framework  convention  of  biodiversity,  if 
possible  to  be  concluded  next  year.  It 
should  concentrate  on  protecting  ecosys¬ 
tems,  particularly  in  species-rich  areas, 
without  impeding  positive  developments  in 
biotechnology. 

54.  We  remain  concerned  about  the  de¬ 
struction  of  tropical  forests.  We  welcome 
the  progress  made  in  developing  the  pilot 
programme  for  the  conservation  of  the  Bra¬ 
zilian  tropical  forest,  which  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Government  of  Brazil  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  World  Bank  and  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Commission,  in  response  to  the  offer 
of  co-operation  extended  following  the 
Houston  Summit.  We  call  for  further  urgent 
work  under  the  auspices  of  the  World  Bank, 
in  co-operation  with  the  European  Commis¬ 
sion,  in  the  framework  of  appropriate  poli¬ 
cies  and  with  careful  attention  to  economic, 
technical  and  social  issues.  We  will  finan¬ 
cially  support  the  implementation  of  the 
preliminary  stage  of  the  pilot  programme 
utilising  all  potential  sources,  including  the 
private  sector,  non-governmental  organisa¬ 
tions,  the  multilateral  development  banks, 
and  the  Global  Environmental  Facility. 
When  details  of  the  programme  have  been 
resolved,  we  will  consider  supplementing 
these  resources  with  bilateral  assistance,  so 
that  progress  can  be  made  on  the  ground. 
We  believe  that  good  progress  with  this 
project  will  have  a  beneficial  impact  on  the 
treatment  of  forests  at  UNCED.  We  also 
welcome  the  spread  of  debt  for  nature  ex¬ 
changes,  with  an  emphasis  on  forests. 

55.  The  burning  oil  wells  and  polluted 
seas  in  the  Gulf  have  shown  that  we  need 
greater  international  capacity  to  prevent 
and  respond  to  environmental  disasters.  All 
international  and  regional  agreements  for 


this  purpose,  including  those  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Maritime  Organisation  (IMO),  should 
be  fully  implemented.  We  welcome  the  de¬ 
cision  by  UNEP  to  establish  an  experimen¬ 
tal  centre  for  urgent  environmental  assist¬ 
ance.  In  the  light  of  the  recent  storm 
damage  in  Bangladesh,  we  encourage  the 
work  on  flood  alleviation  under  the  auspices 
of  the  World  Bank,  which  we  called  for  at 
the  Arch  Summit. 

56.  Living  marine  resources  threatened 
by  over-fishing  and  other  harmful  practices 
should  be  protected  by  the  implementation 
of  measures  in  accordance  with  internation¬ 
al  law.  We  urge  control  of  marine  pollution 
and  compliance  with  the  regimes  estab¬ 
lished  by  regional  fisheries  organisations 
through  effective  monitoring  and  enforce¬ 
ment  measures. 

57.  We  call  for  greater  efforts  in  co-oper¬ 
ation  in  environmental  science  and  technol¬ 
ogy,  in  particular: — 

a)  scientific  research  into  the  global  cli¬ 
mate,  including  satellite  monitoring 
and  ocean  observation.  All  countries, 
including  developing  countries,  should 
be  involved  in  this  research  effort.  We 
welcome  the  development  of  informa¬ 
tion  services  for  users  of  earth  observa¬ 
tion  data  since  the  Houston  Summit. 

b)  the  development  and  diffusion  of 
energy  and  environment  technologies, 
including  proposals  for  innovative  tech¬ 
nology  programmes. 

Drugs 

58.  We  note  with  satisfaction  progress 
made  in  this  field  since  our  Houston  meet¬ 
ing,  notably  the  entry  into  force  of  the  1988 
United  Nations  Convention  Against  Illicit 
Traffic  in  Narcotic  Drugs  and  Psychiatric 
[Psychotropic]  Substances.  We  welcome  the 
formation  of  the  United  Nations  Interna¬ 
tional  Drugs  Control  Programme  (UNDCP). 

59.  We  will  increase  our  efforts  to  reduce 
the  demand  for  drugs  as  a  part  of  overall 
anti-drug  action  programmes.  We  maintain 
our  efforts  to  combat  the  scourge  of  cocaine 
and  will  match  these  by  increased  attention 
to  heroin,  still  the  principal  hard  drug  in 
Europe  and  Asia.  Enhanced  co-operation  is 
needed  both  to  reduce  production  of  heroin 
in  Asia  and  to  check  its  flow  into  Europe. 
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Political  changes  in  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  opening  of  frontiers  there 
have  increased  the  threat  of  drug  misuse 
and  facilitated  illicit  trafficking,  but  have 
also  given  greater  scope  for  concerted 
Europe-wide  action  against  drugs. 

60.  We  applaud  the  efforts  of  the  ‘'Dublin 
Group”  of  European,  North  American  and 
Asian  governments  to  focus  attention  and 
resources  on  the  problems  of  narcotics  pro¬ 
duction  and  trafficking. 

61.  We  commend  the  achievements  of 
the  task-forces  initiated  by  previous  Sum¬ 
mits  and  supported  by  an  increasing 
number  of  countries: — 

a)  We  urge  all  countries  to  take  part  in 
the  international  fight  against  money 
laundering  and  to  cooperate  with  the 
activities  of  the  Financial  Action  Task 
Force  (FATF).  We  strongly  support  the 
agreement  on  a  mutual  evaluation 
process  of  each  participating  country’s 
progress  in  implementing  the  FATF 
recommendations  on  money  launder¬ 
ing.  We  endorse  the  recommendation 
of  the  FATF  that  it  should  operate  on  a 
continuing  basis  with  a  secretariat  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  OECD. 

b)  We  welcome  the  report  of  the  Chemi¬ 
cal  Action  Task  Force  (CATF)  and  en¬ 
dorse  the  measures  it  recommends  for 
countering  chemical  diversion,  building 
on  the  1988  UN  Convention  against 
drug  trafficking.  We  look  forward  to 
the  special  meeting  in  Asia,  concentrat¬ 


ing  on  heroin,  and  the  CATF  meeting 
due  in  March  1992,  which  should  con¬ 
sider  the  institutional  future  of  this 
work. 

62.  We  are  concerned  to  improve  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  law  enforcement  agencies  to 
target  illicit  drug  movements  without  hin¬ 
dering  the  legitimate  circulation  of  persons 
and  goods.  We  invite  the  Customs  Coopera¬ 
tion  Council  to  strengthen  its  cooperation 
with  associations  of  international  traders 
and  carriers  for  this  purpose  and  to  produce 
a  report  before  our  next  Summit. 

Migration 

63.  Migration  has  made  and  can  make  a 
valuable  contribution  to  economic  and 
social  development,  under  appropriate  con¬ 
ditions,  although  there  is  a  growing  concern 
about  worldwide  migratory  pressures, 
which  are  due  to  a  variety  of  political,  social 
and  economic  factors.  We  welcome  the  in¬ 
creased  attention  being  given  these  issues 
by  the  OECD  and  may  wish  to  return  to 
them  at  a  future  Summit. 

Next  meeting 

64.  We  have  accepted  an  invitation  from 
Chancellor  Kohl  to  hold  our  next  Summit  in 
Munich,  Germany  in  July  1992. 

17  July  1991 

Note:  The  declaration  was  made  available 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  was 
not  issued  as  a  White  House  press  release. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Soviet  President  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  in  London,  United  Kingdom 
July  17,  1991 


President  Bush.  Well,  may  I  say  that  it 
was  a  pleasure  to  have  President  Gorbachev 
in  this  Embassy.  We’ve  made  a  good  deal  of 
progress,  and  we  will — he  might  have  some¬ 
thing  to  say  about  how  much  progress.  But 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  United  States 
and  the  economic  front  and  the  arms  front, 
we  are  very  pleased  with  this  meeting. 

And  once  again,  Mikhail,  welcome,  sir. 
I’m  delighted  to  see  you  and  your  top 


people  here. 

President  Gorbachev.  Mr.  President,  it 
was  very  short,  and  that’s  because  of  the 
circumstances.  In  fact,  we  didn’t  have  a  lot 
of  time  at  our  disposal,  but  we  used  it  very 
well  and  very  productively.  And  we  were 
able  to  talk  about  quite  a  few  things.  Again, 
there’s  not  much  time  for  the  press  confer¬ 
ence,  and  maybe  later  you  will  be  able  to 
satisfy  yourselves  as  far  as  what  happens  at 
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our  subsequent  meeting.  c 

Now,  what  I  wanted  to  say  was,  in  view  v 

of  the  fact  that  we  were  told  that  all  of  the  t 

issues  are  solved  on  the  START  treaty,  we,  i. 

with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  t 

have  agreed  to  finalize  everything  in  ^ 

Geneva,  and  we  will  give  commensurate  in¬ 
structions  so  that  we  could  then  sign  that 
treaty.  And  this  connection,  there’s  also  the  t 
issue  of  the  visit  of  the  President  of  the  t 
United  States  to  the  Soviet  Union.  A 

Once  again,  I’ve  invited  the  President  to 
come  to  the  Soviet  Union  on  a  visit  at  the  \ 

very  end  of  July,  and  I  hope  that  everything  c 

is  clear  now  about  the  visit.  The  visit  will  2 

take  place.  The  Soviet  people,  all  of  us  will  e 

be  ready  to  give  our  hospitality  to  the  Presi-  c 

dent  of  the  United  States  and,  I  also  hope,  j 

to  Mrs.  Bush  and  to  all  those  who  will  ac-  t 

company  him  to  Moscow.  Welcome,  Mr.  j 

President,  to  Moscow,  and  welcome  all  of 
you  to  Moscow.  y 

And  the  last  point:  The  President  and  I 
have  had  a  discussion  within  the  framework 
of  what  is  happening  in  the  context  of  this 
unique  meeting  with  the  G-7.  And  we  are  1 
pleased  with  the  kind  of  discussion  that  has  1 
taken  place  on  those  issues.  So,  I’m  through, 
too.  1 

President  Bush .  May  I  simply  say  that  we  * 
accept  with  pleasure  President  Gorbachev’s  A 
invitation.  I  hope  we  can  get  a  lot  done.  ( 
And  we’ve  already  accomplished  a  lot  in  } 
these  treaty  negotiations.  ] 

The  goal,  of  course,  is  an  economic  goal.  1 
We’d  be  cooperatively  working  with  Presi-  ^ 
dent  Gorbachev  and,  I  would  say,  the  rest  ( 
of  the  G-7  and  the  rest  of  the  world  in  £ 
integrating  the  Soviet  economy  into  the  ( 
rest  of  the  world’s  economies.  It’s  a  big  1 
problem,  a  big  project,  but  I  pledge  to  him  * 
my  interest  and  our  efforts  to  do  just  exact¬ 
ly  that.  s 

But  thank  you,  Mikhail,  for  your  invita-  < 
tion.  And  before  you  change  your  mind,  we 
accept  with  pleasure.  [Laughter]  \ 

President  Gorbachev .  Well,  I  think  that  i 
over  the  years  of  our  cooperation  you  have  t 
seen,  Mr,  President,  that  we  are  true  to  our  c 
word  in  all  those  things:  in  working  togeth¬ 
er,  in  accommodating  you,  your  interests, 
and  the  interests  both  of  ourselves  and  of  1 
our  partners,  particularly  the  United  States.  I 

I  think  that  we  have  to  say  that  the  Presi-  i 


dent  and  I  have  very  limited  time  and  so 
will  not  be  able  to  answer  all  the  questions 
that  you  would  like  to  ask.  Alter  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  G—7,  maybe  them  I  will  be  able 
to  answer  all  of  your  questions. 

Soviet~U,S.  Relations 

Q ,  Does  this  mean  you  have  a  START 
treaty  ready  to  sign  now,  and  you  are  going 
to  Moscow,  and  everything  is  on  the  line? 
Who  caved?  Who  gave  in? 

President  Bush.  Helen  [Helen  Thomas, 
United  Press  International]  always  asks  the 
questions  where  there  has  to  be  a  winner  or 
a  loser  or  somebody  continuing  to  fight 
each  other;  that’s  the  way  it  is.  There  was 
compromise  on  all  sides.  And  it’s  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  United  States,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Soviet  people  feel  it’s  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  Soviet  people. 

Q.  Well,  does  that  mean  that  you  will  not 
build  a  new  missile? 

President  Gorbachev.  Let  me  say,  I  share* 
what  the  President  has  just  said.  We  will 
not  be  able  to  succeed  either  today  or  to¬ 
morrow  in  building  new  international  rela¬ 
tions,  new  international  security,  in  achiev¬ 
ing  a  balance  of  interest  in  the  world  if  we 
try  to  achieve  advantage  and  if  we  try  to 
win.  We  have  to  move  reciprocally  towards 
each  other  in  the  interests  of  both  our  peo¬ 
ples.  And  I  hope  very  much  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  that  will  take  place  in  Moscow  will  be 
in  the  interest  of  all  mankind,  of  all  those? 
who  will  be  able  to  now  breathe  more  qui¬ 
etly  and  to  say  that  we  have  moved  further 
away  from  the  threat  of  nuclear  war.  So,  it’s 
our  common  victory,  and  I  think  that  all 
those  who  have  worked  toward  this  impor¬ 
tant  step,  they  really  deserve  a  lot  of  credit. 

Q.  About  G-7,  what  do  you  see  as  the 
strong  position,  strong  points  of  the  Gorba¬ 
chev  proposal? 

President  Bush.  I  think  it  would  be 
unwise  and  inhospitable  for  me  to  start  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  G-7  and  what  might  happen 
to  it  until  Mr.  Gorbachev  has  a  chance  to 
come  to  this  meeting  hosted  by  John  Major. 
That’s  the  first  point. 

Secondly,  leave  out  any  communication 
between  the  two  of  us,  let  me  simply  say 
that  in  terms  of  our  luncheon,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  as  I  have  been,  that  President  Gor- 
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bachev  is  determined  to  continue  with  eco¬ 
nomic  reform.  They  face  difficult  problems. 
I’ll  be  candid  with  you:  We  face  difficult 
problems  at  home  in  a  budgetary  sense.  But 
all  in  all,  I  would  leave  anything  coming  out 
of  the  G-7  until  after  the  President  has  had 
a  chance  to  discuss  this  with  the  other 
seven  leaders. 

Q .  President  Gorbachev - 

President  Gorbachev.  Thank  you,  ladies 
and  gentlemen. 

President  Bush.  Are  we  finished?  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

Q.  There’s  been  talk  during  this  summit 
of  political  support  and  technical  assist¬ 
ance — 

President  Gorbachev.  We  have  discussed 
with  the  President. 

Q.  Is  that  enough  for  you  to  take  home  in 
terms  of  economic  aid,  or  are  you  looking 
for  a  bundle  of  cash  here?  [Laughter] 

President  Gorbachev.  Well,  that’s  my  gen¬ 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
July  17,  1991 

The  President.  I  have  a  brief  statement, 
and  then  be  glad  to  take  a  couple  of  ques¬ 
tions. 

But  this  is  an  historic  day  for  the  United 
States  and  for  East-West  relations.  We’ve 
today  concluded  with  the  Soviet  Union  a 
nuclear  arms  treaty  that  will  begin  the  re¬ 
duction  of  long-range  nuclear  weapons.  And 
this  treaty  really  has  been  in  the  works  for 
more  than  9  years.  I’ve  been  marginally  in¬ 
volved  in  it  for  a  long  period  of  time,  that 
period  of  time.  I  think  it’s  appropriate  to 
thank  President  Reagan,  who  started  this 
negotiation  back  in  1982  and  who  nurtured 
the  START  talks  through  the  sometimes 
turbulent  changes  in  the  U.S.-Soviet  rela¬ 
tionship. 

It’s  perhaps  difficult  to  understand  how  a 
treaty  involving  several  hundred  pages  of 
detailed  negotiations  can  evolve  down  to 
one  very  technical  and  complex  issue,  but  it 
did.  And  I’m  delighted  that  we  were  able  to 
resolve  that  issue  finally  today.  And  it  was  a 


eral  answer.  [Laughter] 

President  Bush.  I’ve  learned  something 
about  how  to  handle  all  these  guys.  This  is 
good  news. 

Q.  What’s  the  date — [inaudible] — pin  it 
down? 

President  Bush.  Well,  we’re  pinning  it 
down,  but  I’d  say  the  very  end  of  July. 

Q.  How  long  will  the  summit  be? 

President  Bush.  Oh,  2  or  3  days,  but  that’s 
up  to  our  host. 

Q.  Will  you  actually  sign  it  then? 

President  Bush.  We’re  trying. 

Q.  Was  President  Gorbachev  helpful  to 
you  on  the  Mideast?  Was  he  helpful  to  you? 

President  Bush.  Very  much.  He  continues 
to  be. 

Note:  President  Bush's  92d  news  conference 
began  at  1:25  p.m.  in  the  garden  of  Win¬ 
field  House.  President  Gorbachev  spoke  in 
Russian,  and  his  remarks  were  translated 
by  an  interpreter. 


in  London,  United  Kingdom 


mutually  satisfactory  solution.  There  wasn’t 
a  case  of  winners  or  losers,  or  who  gave  or 
who  didn’t  give.  And  it  was  a  case  of  both 
sides  agreeing  to  a  limitation  that  will  mean 
real  reductions  in  nuclear  long-range  mis¬ 
siles. 

And  I  also  want  to  compliment  President 
Gorbachev,  who  stuck  with  these  discus¬ 
sions  while  he  works  to  reorient  the  entire 
economy  and  the  social  fabric  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  He’s  shown  enormous  leadership  in 
forging  ahead  with  these  plans. 

It’s  a  strong  symbol  of  the  growing  U.S.- 
Soviet  relationship  that  we  accept  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  with  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  in  Moscow  in  only  a  few  days’  time  to 
discuss  many  other  problems  now  of  mutual 
interest.  We  will  be  in  Moscow  on  July  30th 
and  31st  to  discuss  issues  across  the  full 
range  of  the  so-called  five  baskets  that 
we’ve  described  in  the  past;  that’s  bilateral 
issues,  the  regional  matters,  the  human 
rights,  arms  control,  and  transnational 
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issues,  drugs  and  terrorism  and  these  kinds 
of  things. 

I  look  forward  to  these  meetings  and  the 
opportunity  it  gives  me  to  follow  up  on 
what  I  think  were  productive  meetings 
with  the  G-7,  certainly  productive  with  the 
G-7  summit  and  then  with  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  here  for  the  wrap-up  of  the  G-7 
summit. 

Today  he  outlined  his  program  for  re¬ 
forming  the  Soviet  economic  and  social 
system.  And  the  G-7  has  responded  with 
the  kind  of  assistance  that  we  believe  will 
most  encourage  progress  toward  a  free 
market  economy  and  a  democratic  society. 

We  had  a  very  frank,  incidentally,  not  the 
diplomatic  use  of  the  word  but  a  very  frank 
and  good  discussion  over  at  Lancaster 
House  on  the  Soviet  economy.  He  respond¬ 
ed  very  directly  to  questions.  And  I  thought 
it  was  a  good  meeting.  I  think  he  did,  too. 

And  I  think  John  Major,  frankly,  deserves 
a  great  deal  of  credit,  the  way  he  conduct¬ 
ed  the  G-7  meetings  and  then  the  way  he 
graciously  conducted  the  meetings  today. 
He  was  an  outstanding  chairman,  and  I  was 
proud  to  be  there  and  see  him  in  action.  It 
was  good  stuff. 

It’s  not  going  to  be  quick  or  easy  to  im¬ 
plement  change  in  the  Soviet  Union;  it’s 
enormous  problems  they  face.  But  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  President  Gorbachev  has  made 
an  irrevocable  commitment,  and  I  would 
like  to  feel  that  this  course  that  he  has  em¬ 
barked  on,  and  others  in  the  Republics  are 
embarked  on,  is  irreversible. 

But  it’s  been  a  good  day.  I  think  it’s  a 
good  day  for  the  United  States,  which  con¬ 
cerns  me  most  of  all. 

START  Agreement 

Q.  Mr.  President,  let  me  ask  you  what 
clinched  the  arms  deal.  Did  the  Soviets 
come  in  with  a  proposal  today?  Did  you 
accept  it  as  is?  Did  you  make  a  counter¬ 
offer?  And  exactly  what’s  in  the  deal?  We 
don’t  know  yet. 

The  President .  Well,  we’ll  find  out  about 
that  as  we  go  along.  But  the  details  of  how 
it  worked  out  is,  we  had  one  sticking  point 
in  new  types,  and  it’s  very,  very  technical, 
Terry  [Terence  Hunt,  Associated  Press]. 
And  it  was  resolved  today.  They  came  with 
a  proposal,  Jim  Baker  and  Bessmertnykh 


having  spent  hours  wrestling  the  details 
with  our  experts;  this  one  had  to  require 
our  calling  back  to  the  technical  experts  to 
be  sure  we  weren’t  overlooking  something. 
And  while  we  were  sitting  at  lunch  we  told 
Mr.  Gorbachev  that — no,  wait  a  minute,  we 
finished  lunch,  and  I  went  into  a  private 
meeting  with  him.  Jim  Baker  was  waiting  to 
get  the  callback;  he  got  it  back.  In  principle 
we’d  agreed,  but  then  the  experts  signed 
off  on  it,  specific  parts  of  the  language.  So 
we  got  the  thumbs-up,  and  we  agreed  that 
we  have  a  deal. 

And  this  was  true  of  a  lot  of  other  issues. 
There  was  give-and-take  all  along  the  way 
on,  you  know,  technical  stuff,  encryption  of 
telemetry.  I  mean,  it’s  a  very  technical  sub¬ 
ject  that’s  plagued  us  for  years.  And  I  am 
satisfied,  given  the  response  from  the  de¬ 
fense  people,  that  it  is  clearly  in  our  inter¬ 
est.  They  are  very  pleased  about  all  of  this. 

Q.  So,  you  accepted  just  what  they 
brought  in;  you  said,  “Yes,  that’s  okay”? 

The  President  Today  the  language  they 
brought  in  was  fine,  yes.  And  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  before  was,  the  language  that  we 
had  proposed  and  they  had  proposed  was 
unsatisfactory. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  long  document  that 
Mr.  Gorbachev  sent  in  advance  of  this 
meeting  was  greeted  with  some  skepticism, 
complaints  that  it  was  too  vague.  Listening 
to  Mr.  Major  and  Mr.  Gorbachev  at  their 
news  conference,  it  still  sounds  vague  as  to 
what  it  is  Mr.  Gorbachev  is  proposing  to  do 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  Has  he  spelled  out  de¬ 
tails,  and  really,  what  are  they? 

The  President  Not  in  a  432-point  pro¬ 
gram  or  paragraph  by  paragraph.  But  he’s 
committed  himself  to  the  broad  principles 
that  are  necessary.  But  the  reason  we  are 
going  to  have  the  follow-on  the  way  it  was 
defined  by  Mr.  Major  is  to  be  sure  we  can 
be  helpful  to  assist  fleshing  it  out.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  cooperation  with  these  IFI’s, 
these  international  financial  organizations, 
is  very  important  stuff.  He  will  come  in  an 
associate  status  to  the  IMF,  to  the  World 
Bank;  he’ll  see  how  all  these  things  work. 
And  out  of  all  that,  and  I  think  in  a  relative¬ 
ly  short  period  of  time,  practical  suggestions 
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will  occur  to  their  experts  as  to  how  we  can 
go  ahead  and  implement  the  broad  market 
reforms  he  talks  about,  price  reforms  he’s 
talking  about,  how  we  can  sooner  achieve 
convertibility  of  the  ruble  rather  than  later. 

So,  I  accept  your  premise  that  it’s  not  all 
fleshed  out  in  every  detail,  and  I  think 
President  Gorbachev  recognizes  that.  Oth¬ 
erwise,  he  wouldn’t  have  been  quite  as  en¬ 
thusiastic  over  what  transpired  today  as  he 
was. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  this  was  a 
very  frank  discussion - 

The  President.  Right  here,  and  I’ll  be 
right  over  to  you,  Susan  [Susan  Spencer, 
CBS  News]. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  the  United  States 
can  do  unilaterally  for  the  Soviet  Union  at 
this  point,  or  is  there  zero  that  you  could 
tell  him  either  at  lunch  or  during  the  after¬ 
noon  discussion? 

The  President.  I  don’t  know  whether 
what  we  did  today  on  arms  control  was  uni¬ 
lateral  in  terms  of  the  U.S.  but - 

Q.  But  I  thought  this  separated  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  the  arms  control.  On  economics, 
is  there  any  single  thing  the  United  States 
can  do? 

The  President.  Well,  look,  we’ve  got  a  tre¬ 
mendous  know-how  in  the  field  of  energy, 
and  so  do  other  countries.  But  if  there’s  one 
sector  of  their  economy  in  addition  to  agri¬ 
culture,  distribution  reform,  that’s  crying 
out  for  outside  help,  technological  help,  it’s 
the  energy  side.  And  I  think  we  can  help 
them  enormously  there.  But  to  do  all  that, 
there  has  to  be  a  finalization  of  the  details 
between  these  Republics  and  the  center. 
And  that’s  what’s  very  difficult. 

But  I  think  President  Gorbachev  under¬ 
stands  that.  I  think  he’s  determined  to  final¬ 
ize  this  union  treaty.  And  as  I  may  have 
mentioned  to  you  when  we  had  some  ex¬ 
perts  up  the  other  day,  our  experts,  outside- 
the-government  experts,  they  were  unani¬ 
mous  in  the  view  that  this  is  the  single  most 
important  thing  they  can  do  for  us  then  to 
facilitate  energy  and  agriculture  distribu¬ 
tion  and  all  of  that.  Plus,  I  think  when  our 
finance  minister  goes  there,  Nick  Brady, 
when  that  is  all  resolved,  I  think  there  are 
things  we  can  do  bilaterally.  But  at  this 
juncture  there  isn’t  one  single  program  or 
something  of  that  nature  that  comes  to 


mind. 

Q.  Does  he  understand  the  relationship 
between  things  like  aid  to  Cuba  and  their 
high  levels  of  defense  spending  and  the  bar¬ 
rier  that  that  may  put  in  the  future  to  aid 
from  the  West?  Did  you  discuss  that  with 
him? 

The  President  I  think  he  understands  the 
political  problems,  Susan,  that  go  with  that, 
especially  for  the  United  States.  And  that 
was  discussed  by  me.  And  then  it  came  up 
in  the  G- 7.  And  he  points  out  that  there’s 
much,  much  less  aid  going  into  Cuba.  But  I 
think  what  you’re  asking  about  is  the  politi¬ 
cal  problem  that  we’ve  got  about  helping 
the  Soviet  Union  as  long  as  they’re  prop¬ 
ping  up  the  one  totalitarian  dictator,  Com¬ 
munist  dictator  in  our  hemisphere.  So,  I 
think  he  understands  it. 

In  terms  of  total  economic  drawdown  on 
the  Soviet  Union,  it’s  very  small,  even 
though  they’ve  got  some  enormous  eco¬ 
nomic  problems.  But  yes,  that  was  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  other  issues  as  well  of  that 
nature. 

Q.  Was  it  clear  to  him  that  the  political 
side  is  going  to  be  the  determining  factor, 
or  could  be,  in  terms  of  reaching  a  point 
where  actual  cash  is  provided  to  the  Soviet 
Union? 

The  President  I  think  he  understands  be¬ 
cause  we’ve  been  talking  about  that  one, 
particularly  on  Cuba.  We’ve  been  talking 
about  that  for  a  long  time. 

But  let  me  give  you  another  example 
coming  at  it  in  a  different  way.  Iraq  used  to 
have  a  very  special  relationship  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  yet  the  Soviet  Union,  I 
think,  was  very  helpful  in  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  standing  up  against  Iraq.  It  showed 
a  shift.  So,  I  think  they’ve  demonstrated  an 
ability  to  shift.  Well,  I  think  your  point  is 
well-taken  because  it’s  very  hard  to  ask  the 
American  people,  please  spend  money, 
send  checks,  when  this  one  dictatorship  80 
miles  from  our  shores  is  being  propped  up. 

So,  I  think  there’s  much  more  under¬ 
standing  on  that.  Not  that  I’ve  worked  any 
magic  on  it,  but  yes,  we  talked  about  it 
here.  But  also  because  it  was  brought  up 
without  any  prompting  by  others  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  kinds  of  regional  problems 
that  we’d  like  to  see  resolved. 
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But  just  as  we  go  forward  on  a  bilateral 
arms  control  agreement  because  it  is  in  the 
national  interest  of  the  United  States,  we 
can  do  other  things,  even  though  all  those 
regional  problems  aren’t  totally  resolved.  It 
makes  it  much  more  difficult,  however,  to 
have  the  Cuban  problem  hang. 

Q.  If  you  were  still  in  the  oil  business, 
would  you  feel  safe  in  risking  any  capital  in 
a  joint  venture  with  the  Soviet  Union  and 
taking  this  beyond  technical  assistance, 
given  the  example  of,  say,  Chevron  in  Ka¬ 
zakhstan,  and  some  other  instances? 

The  President  I  think  I’d  want  to  know 
who  I  was  making  a  deal  with.  I  think  I’d 
want  to  know  that  I  could  get  my  money 
back  out.  I  think  I’d  want  to  know  that  they 
had  worked  out  their  problems  on  taxation. 

But,  you  know,  I  used  an  example  from 
my  own  limited  experience  a  long  time  ago. 
And  I  told  him  that  we’ve  got  a  federation 
of  States.  We’ve  had  200  years  to  sort  it  out. 
But  even  so,  in  the  offshore  drilling  busi¬ 
ness,  I  remember  arguing  with  the  Federal 
branch,  the  Coast  Guard,  while  still  having 
to  get  permits  from  the  States,  State  of  Lou¬ 
isiana,  State  of  Texas,  and  then  worrying 
about  how  the  States  interacted  with  the 
Federal  Government  on  offshore  drilling 
rights,  who  gets  what. 

And  so,  there’s  a  parallel  there.  But  we’ve 
sorted  it  out  in  the  United  States.  We  have 
orderly  arrangements.  We  don’t  need  a 
union  treaty,  but  people  know  where  the 
taxes  are  going  to  be  levied  and  who’s  in 
charge  of  making  the  deal  and  the  contract. 
And  those  things  have  to  be  resolved.  Once 
resolved,  I  think  that  the  future  is  wide 
open  because  they  are  rich  in  natural  re¬ 
sources. 

And  they  want  the  reform  to  keep  going, 
and  they’re  trying  to  move  to  market.  So,  I 
think  it  just  depends  on  how  this  union 
treaty  works  out  for  large-scale  investments. 
But  there’s  an  enormous  potential  there. 

And  I  keep  saying  to  myself:  Think  how 
things  were  5  years  ago.  Think  what  it  was 
like.  Who  would  have  dreamed  we’d  be 
talking  about  the  kinds  of  things  we  are 
with  the  Soviet  Union.  Who  would  have 
dreamed  the  Russian  Republic  would  have 
had  literally  a  fair  and  popular  election  or 
that  the  Eastern  Europeans  would  be  free 
or  that  the  Berlin  Wall  would  be  down?  I 


mean,  a  lot  has  happened.  And  it’s  going  to 
take  a  while  before  a  lot  more  happens. 

But  I  think  what’s  important  for  Ameri¬ 
can  people  and  certainly  for  this  President, 
to  keep  in  mind  the  big  picture  as  we 
worry  about  the  difficulties  that  they  face 
now  in  moving  to  a  market  economy. 

START  Agreement 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  did  you  actually 
know  that  a  new  deal  had  been  clinched — 
I’m  following  up  on  Terry — and  had  you 
had  a  feeling  beforehand,  and  is  this  the 
end  of  the  road?  And  what  did  you  agree 
upon?  I  mean,  I  know  it’s  technical,  but  can 
you  give  us  one  word,  because  we’re  writ¬ 
ing  stories,  and  we  don’t  know  what 
was - 

The  President  Well,  let  me  get  Brent  to 
help  you  with  the  details  on  it.  But  when 
we  actually  agreed — that  means  I’m  not  fa¬ 
miliar  with  absolutely  every  “t”  being 
crossed  and  every  “i”  being  dotted - 

Q.  No,  but  I  mean,  when  did  you  actually 
have  the  feeling  that  it  was - 

The  President  After  Bessmertnykh  sat 
down  with  Jim  Baker,  which  was  just  a  few 
minutes  before  Mr.  Gorbachev  walked  in 
here.  In  other  words,  this  wasn’t  a  stacked 
deck.  This  wasn’t  set.  We  didn’t  have  an 
indication  that  they  were  going  to  come 
with  a  proposal,  our  having  made  some, 
that  was  acceptable  to  them.  But  so,  it 
really,  literally,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas, 
United  Press  International],  it  happened 
when  their  party  arrived  here.  Jim  went  off 
in  another  room  there,  and  then  he  came  in 
and  told  me  that  he  thought  this  looked 
very  good.  He’d  run  it  by  General  Scow- 
croft,  who  took  a  look  at  it.  He’s  an  expert 
in  these  matters,  and  he  felt  that  it  was 
acceptable. 

But  again,  it  is  so  highly  technical  on 
ranges  of  missiles  and  all  of  this  that  we  felt 
more  comfortable  going  back  talking  to  the 
technical  arms  control  experts.  But  it  wasn’t 
a  set  deal.  I  mean,  we  haven’t  known  that 
this  was  going  to  happen.  I  was  perfectly 
prepared  to  say  to  him  today,  “Look,  let’s 
keep  working  on  it.” 

But  he  was  very  pleased.  I  think  he  felt 
that  what  they  came  with  was  a  deal-maker, 
and  sure  enough,  it  was. 
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Q.  So,  you  had  no  previous  inkling - 

The  President.  No. 

Q. - and  nothing  last  night? 

The  President.  Nothing. 

Q.  They  all  came  in  smiling,  though,  and 
they  seemed  to - 

The  President.  The  Soviets  you  mean? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  they  felt  that 
they  had  met  the  criteria  that  had  been 
spelled  out  by  Jim  Baker  and  our  defense 
experts  in  Washington.  I  think  that  accounts 
for  that. 

Q.  You  noted,  Mr.  President,  that  you’ve 
been  9  years  at  this.  Are  you  prepared  now 
to  take  a  breather  and  say  that’s  enough  on 
arms  control?  Or  do  you  want  to  roll  up 
your  sleeves  and  see  if  you  can  follow  up 
with  more  deep  cuts? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  we  always 
ought  to  be  willing  to  reduce  arms  between 
the  two  countries  if  it  is  in  the  national 
interests  of  the  United  States.  But  let  us  get 
this  one  put  to  bed  with  the  “t’s”  crossed 
and  the  “i’s”  dotted,  and  then  well  think  as 
to  what  the  next  step  should  be.  But  I 
haven’t  started  thinking  that  way.  We  want 
to  get  this  one  anchored  down. 

Q.  Have  you  any  concern  about  the 
Senate  on  this? 

The  President.  I  don’t,  no.  I  mean,  I  don’t. 
No.  It’s  a  good  deal,  and  the  defense  people 
are  so  enthusiastic  that  it’s  in  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  that  I  think  it  ought  to 
sail  through  the  Senate.  Now,  we  have 
every  obligation  to  answer  their  technical 
questions.  They’ve  got  some  great  arms 
control  experts  up  there  on  both  sides  of 
the  aisle.  But  I  think  they  will  be  well-satis¬ 
fied  with  this. 

Yes,  Charles  [Charles  Bierbauer,  Cable 
News  Network]  and  then  Jim  [Jim  Miklas- 
zewski,  NBC  News].  Oh,  excuse  me,  Jim 
and  then  Charles,  or  just  Jim. 

Soviet- U.S.  Relations 

Q.  It  wasn’t  too  many  years  ago,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  U.S.  considered  the 
Soviet  Union  the  evil  empire.  Understand¬ 
ing  that  the  relationship  is  improving,  how 
do  you  consider  the  Soviets  today:  ally,  still 
an  adversary? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  as  long  as  we 
have  missiles  deployed,  we’ve  got  to  be  re¬ 


alistic — missiles  deployed  against  each 
other.  Allies  aren’t  in  that  posture.  We’re 
moving.  In  the  first  place,  we’ve  got  friend¬ 
ly  relations.  The  evil  empire  syndrome 
ended  when,  I  think,  the  cold  war  ended, 
and  I  think  it  has  ended.  And  we’ve  got 
very  different  times  now.  But  I  don’t  want 
to  suggest  that  everything  is  perfect. 

We’ve  got  the  problems  that  Susan  asked 
about.  We’ve  got  certain  arms  problems. 
But  we’ve  gone  so  far  that  I  would  say,  very 
friendly  relations  at  this  point  and  a  deter¬ 
mination  on  our  part  to  try  to  help  in  every 
practical  way  to  further  reform.  Because 
reform  is  not  just  internal  reform;  it’s  de¬ 
mocracy  that  they’re  moving  towards  and 
have  really  manifested  a  real  interest  in.  It’s 
markets.  It’s  capitalism.  It’s  all  the  things 
that  have  helped  other  people  around  the 
world,  and  it  can  help  them.  And  as  that 
develops,  I  am  just  convinced  that  any 
things  that  have  been  in  our  way  of  friend¬ 
ship  before,  such  as  arms  and  our  worries 
about  each  other,  will  diminish.  Trade  is 
great.  It’s  a  good,  salutary  way  to  make 
things  better. 

So,  I  would  characterize  the  relations  as 
good,  still  some  problems.  Nobody  that  I 
know  of  and  certainly  in  our  administration 
is  interested  in  seeing  them  fly  apart  or 
having  their  wheels  fall  off,  on  the  economy 
or  anything  of  that  nature.  That’s  quite  dif¬ 
ferent  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

Q.  But  you  made  the  point  very  strongly 
that  there  was  no  linkage  between 
START - 

The  President.  Right. 

Q.  - and  what  went  on  here  with  the 

G-7  in  terms  of  providing  technical  assist¬ 
ance  to  the  Soviets.  But  how  far  can  you  go 
with  the  Soviet  Union  when,  in  fact,  mis¬ 
siles  are  pointed  at  each  other? 

The  President.  Well,  that’s  a  good  ques¬ 
tion.  But  I  think  trade  can  help  an  awful  lot 
to  make  the  climate  such  that  the  suspicion 
that  they  might  still  harbor  in  some  corners 
of  the  Soviet  Union  about  our  intentions  is 
laid  to  rest.  I  think  there  are  some  elements 
there  that  are  still  highly  suspicious  of  U.S. 
intentions  towards  them.  And  perhaps  there 
are  some  highly  suspicious  in  the  United 
States  of  Soviet  intentions  toward  us. 

But  I  think  we  can  move  forward  just  as 
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fast  as  practicality  dictates  on  the  economy. 
And  I  think  with  that  will  come  enhanced 
democracy  in  the  Soviet  Union  because  I 
think  people,  once  they  see  how  privatiza¬ 
tion  works,  once  they  see  how  markets 
work,  once  they  see  how  elections  work,  it’s 
bound  to  steamroller.  So,  I  think  the  long- 
range  problem  will  take  care  of  itself.  Short¬ 
er  range,  we  want  to  move  forward,  irre¬ 
spective  of  what’s  happening  now,  in  the 
arms  field  in  terms  of  helping  them  do 
what  we  want  to  see  them  do,  move  down 
the  democracy  road. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  Iraq 
earlier.  Will  President  Gorbachev  support 
you  if  it’s  necessary  to  renew  military 
action? 

The  President,  That  was  not  discussed 
today.  I  think  that  they,  like  us,  would  hope 
that  we  wouldn’t  have  to  use  force.  But 
perhaps  that  matter  will  come  up  when 
we  re  in  Moscow.  But  I  will  just  revert  back 
to  how  they  stood  up  against  aggression 
with  us  in  the  United  Nations.  And  I  know 
that  they’re  very  concerned  about  nuclear 
proliferation,  proliferation  of  nuclear  capa¬ 
bilities.  But  I  didn’t  get  into  any  question 
of,  if  we  had  to  use  force  would  they  join 
us. 

But  clearly,  I’ve  said  before  and  I’ll  say  it 
here  again,  we  don’t  want  to  go— -we’re  not 
any  Lone  Ranger  out  there.  We  think  we 
have  authorities  under  the  United  Nations 
resolutions  to  do  what’s  needed  to  be  done, 
but  I  am  hopeful  that  it  can  be  done  with¬ 
out  force.  But  if  they  continue  to  lie,  if  they 
continue  to  harbor  equipment  that  could 
lead  to  development  of  nuclear  weapons  in 
direct  contravention  of  their  obligations, 
then  we  have  to  review  our  options.  But  it 
wasn’t  discussed  in  that  manner  today. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  you  have  the  support 
of  the  other  G-7  countries? 

The  President  I  thought  it  was  fairly  well- 
spoken  on  that,  teeing  off  from  what  Fran¬ 
cois  Mitterrand  said  the  day  that  we  arrived 
in  Paris.  I  don  t  want  to  put  words  in  every¬ 
body  s  mouth,  but  I  think  most  would  agree 
with  what  Mitterrand  said. 

Yes,  Jim.  You’ve  done  it?  I  thought  I  saw 
your  hand  again. 

0.  just  to  follow  up  on  Dan’s  [Dan  Good- 


game,  Time  Magazine]  question,  you  may 
not  have  discussed  Iraq  with  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev,  but  Mr.  Baker  and  Bessmertnykh 
have.  And  is  there  not  a  sense  that  Mr. 
Bessmertnykh  has  conveyed  that  the  Sovi¬ 
ets  are  not  as  supportive  as  your  other 
allies? 

The  President.  I  think  they  made  clear 
they  hope  that  force  would  not  be  used. 
But  they  were  in  that  mode  back  early  on 
in  the  Iraq  days.  I’m  not  suggesting  they 
want  to  use  force.  I’m  not  suggesting  I  do. 
And  I  think  it  would  be  very  important  to 
work  cooperatively  with  them  again.  But 
we’ve  got  too  much  hypothesis  here.  I’m 
just  hoping  now  that  Iraq  will  totally  reveal 
their  hidden  capabilities.  And  I’m  a  little 
suspicious,  very  candidly.  I  haven’t  seen 
anything  to  allay  my  concerns. 

Any  other  before  we  go  around  again? 
Yes,  Terry. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Gorbachev  get  enough  to  go 
home  with  his  head  high,  Mr.  President,  or 
do  you  think  that  he’s  going  to  be  attacked 
by  the  hardliners  when  he  gets  back  in 
Moscow? 

The  President.  I  didn’t  hear  his  press  con¬ 
ference  right  now,  but  I’m  told  it  was  quite 
positive.  And  at  the  end  of  our  meeting  it 
sounded  quite  positive.  So,  I  think  he  feels 
it  was  a  good  meeting  and  very  much 
worthwhile. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  for  U.S.  support  for  a  fund 
to  support  the  ruble,  to  make  it  a  converti¬ 
ble  currency? 

The  President  No,  he  did  not  ask  for 
funding  to  do  that. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  for  any  sort  of  direct  fund¬ 
ing? 

The  President  We  had  a  long  discussion 
about  the  convertibility  of  the  ruble,  but  it 
didn’t  come  to  that  kind  of  a  request. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  satisfied  strictly  with 
technical  assistance  in  these  meetings,  or 
did  he  urge  that  the  seven  do  more  than 
that? 

The  President  I’m  trying  to  think  of 
something  that  he  asked  for  that  didn’t  ma¬ 
terialize.  He  really  was  trying  to  explain 
more  what  was  going  on  inside  the  Soviet 
Union,  what  the  pressures  were,  what  he 
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was  up  against  in  terms  of  history  if  you 
will,  and  how  they  were  coping  and  how 
determined  they  were  to  work  with  the  Re¬ 
publics  and  how  much  help  they  did  need 
in  terms  of  technical  assistance.  But  he 
really  stopped  short  of  what  some  had  pre¬ 
dicted  might  be  on  his  agenda. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  at  all  on  him  keeping 
any — he  says  a  mixed  economy,  which  in¬ 
cluded  continued  collectivization  of  agricul¬ 
ture.  Can  you  buy  off  on  that? 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  not  sure  that’s 
what  it  concludes,  because  what  I  got  was 
that  they’re  moving  more  and  more  to¬ 
wards  privatization.  It  was  ironic  that  all  of 
us  looked  at  our  own  countries  to  see 
whether  there  were  any  highly  regulated 
government  industries  or  whether  the  gov¬ 
ernments  of  any  state  or  central  govern¬ 
ment  owned  any  of  the  goods  and  services 
that  lead  to  production,  which  is  how  you 
compute  GNP,  goods  and  services.  And  I 
think  some  found  that  there  were  highly 
regulated  industries.  Others  found  that  the 
state  still  owned  certain  kinds  of  industries. 
So  he  who  is  the  purest  of  all  casteth  the 
first  rock.  But  I  do  think  that  he  recognizes 
that  they  have  a  mix  now,  but  that,  frankly, 
what  we  made  very  clear  is  that  the  sooner 
that  moves  entirely  to  privatization  and  pri¬ 
vate  ownership  of  agriculture,  the  better. 

He  gave  me  some  figures  that  regrettably 
I  didn’t  bring  down,  gave  us  some  figures  in 
terms  of  how  much  privatization  has  al¬ 
ready  taken  place.  And  Mr.  Mulroney,  I 
think  it  was,  very  knowledgeable  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  told  him  how  productivity  would  soar 
if  all  of  it  was  privatized.  So,  I  didn’t  get  the 
feeling  that  he  wanted  to  leave  this  mix¬ 
ture.  I  got  the  feeling  that  he  is  crawling 
before  he  walks,  that  he’s  moving  out  to¬ 
wards  privatization.  I  hope  that’s  not  a  mis¬ 
construction. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Does  the  letter  from  President  Assad 
put  pressure  on  Israel  to  come  around  on 
the  peace  process? 

The  President  Well,  we’re  analyzing  that, 
and  I  can  answer  your  question  better  after 
I  hear  from  Jim  Baker  on  his  trip.  But  it’s 
not  a  question  of  pressure.  It’s  a  question  of 
trying  to  bring  people  to  understand  that 
peace  and  talking  to  each  other  is  in  every¬ 


body’s  interest.  So,  I’m  not  going  to  term  it 
what  action  or  lack  of  action  is  going  to 
bring  pressure  on  any  party.  But  I  do  con¬ 
sider  it,  from  what  we’ve  seen,  to  be  posi¬ 
tive.  Now  we’ve  got  to  pin  down  the  details 
and  move  forward. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  Why  has  there  been  so  little  progress 
in  opening  the  markets  of  the  G-7  coun¬ 
tries  to  the  exports  of  emerging  democra¬ 
cies?  This  just  keeps  getting  kicked  down 
the  road. 

The  President  Come  again  on  it. 

Q.  Why  has  there  been  so  little  progress 
at  this  summit,  as  in  Houston,  at  opening 
the  markets  of  the  G-7  economies  to  the 
exports  of  Eastern  Europe? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  not  sure  how 
little  progress  there’s  been  made.  We  are 
trying,  on  a  broad  scale,  to  cope  with  that 
through  a  successful  completion  of  the 
GATT  round.  Again,  he  who  has  no  protec¬ 
tion  should  speak  the  loudest  and  clearest 
about  the  benefit  of  the  kind  of  trade  that 
we  all  want  to  see.  We  have  protection  in 
our  agriculture  system  that  offends  and 
troubles  some  of  our  strongest  friends 
around  the  world.  I  think  of  how  Australia 
looks  at  our  agricultural  enhancement  pro¬ 
gram,  for  example.  And  they  say  that’s 
taking  markets  away  from  them.  We  say 
we’re  not  aiming  that  program  at  you; 
we’re  trying  to  let  our  farmers  compete 
until  we  can  achieve  a  satisfactory  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  GATT  round. 

What’s  needed  to  knock  down  barriers  to 
whatever  it  is,  is  a  world  trading  agree¬ 
ment.  So,  I  think  every  country  that  I’m 
familiar  with  has  certain  kinds  of  protection 
barriers.  We’ve  got  some  on  textiles  and  on 
other  products,  and  other  countries  as  well 
have  many  serious  ones.  So,  that  brought  us 
around  to  saying,  look,  the  best  thing  we 
can  do  for  Eastern  Europe  is  to  solve  this 
Uruguay  round  problem,  and  that  will  en¬ 
hance  the  economies  quicker  and  better 
than  anything  else.  But  I  think  it’s  because 
each  has  these  protective  devices  in  place, 
and  they’ll  remain  in  place  until  a  broad 
agreement  is  reached,  in  this  case,  on  the 
Uruguay  round.  Hopefully,  we  can  plod 
away  and  at  the  same  time  on  the  northern 
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American  free  trade  zone. 

But  that’s  the  problem.  And  we’re  always 
ready  to  look  bilaterally  with  these  Eastern 
European  countries  because  out  of  this 
summit,  we  were  determined  that  we  not 
push  them  off  into  the  background.  They’ve 
already  moved.  Some  of  them  have  histories 
of  privatization  in  market.  So,  their  prob¬ 
lems  aren’t  quite  as  onerous  as  this  massive 
problem  facing  the  Soviet  Union  that  hasn’t 
had  a  history  of  privatization  in  market. 

But  it  is  essential  that  they  succeed.  And 
we  will  be  alert  to  every  possibility  to  help 
them.  But  some  of  the  problem  is  what 
you’ve  put  your  finger  on,  markets  that 
aren’t  widely  open.  And  the  answer  to  that 
is  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  GATT 
round,  it  really  is. 

One  more,  and  then  I’ve  got  to  run. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  he  did  not  expect 
any  money,  and  isn’t  it  empty-handed? 

The  President  Helen,  I  answered  that 
question  about  eight  different  ways. 

Q.  Well,  but  he — I  mean,  how  can  they 
really - 

The  President.  Ask  him.  I  just  told  you  all 
I  can  tell  you.  You’ve  been  writing  that,  but 
there’s  been  speculation,  and  it’s  based 
not — you  report  what  you  see,  I’m  sure,  and 
what  others  say,  that  he’s  going  to  come 
here  with  a  big  demand  for  money.  And 
now  nobody  can  quite  adjust  to  the  fact 
that  he  didn’t  come  here  with  a  big 
demand  for  money.  But  he  didn’t.  And  I 
think  we  ought  to  give  him - 

Q.  He  didn’t  ask  for  any  money  at  all? 

The  President  Did  you  hear  him?  Didn’t 
he  answer,  or  did  he?  Maybe  it  wasn’t  asked 
at  the  press  conference.  But  the  answer  is 
no. 

Q.  Maybe  he  was  told  not  to  ask. 

The  President  You  try  telling  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev  what  to  do  or  what  not  to  do.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  I  mean,  he’s  a  pretty  powerful  guy,  and 


he’s  pretty  strong-willed.  And  so,  he  did  it 
the  way  he  thought  was  best,  and  that’s  the 
way  it  is.  And  so,  there  isn’t  some  hidden 
agenda  that  somebody  gets  him  off  to  the 
side  of  the  room  and  say,  “Hey,  please  don’t 
ask  for  money.  You’re  going  to  get  turned 
down.”  That’s  not  the  way  it  works,  believe 
me. 

Q.  Well,  you  signaled  a  lot  that  he 
shouldn’t  ask  for  money,  that  it  wasn’t 
going  to  be  there. 

The  President  He  reads  my  signals,  and  I 
read  his,  but - 

Q.  He  would  have  been  turned  down - 

The  President  Too  hypothetical. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  can  sell  this  back 
home? 

The  President.  I  assume  he  wouldn’t  have 
agreed  with  it  if  he  didn’t  think  he  could 
sell  it,  and  enthusiastically  agree.  You  heard 
the  tone  of  it,  which  I’m  told  was  pretty 
darned  positive.  So,  let’s  rejoice. 

Trip  to  Greece  and  Turkey 

Q.  Greece  and  Turkey. 

Q.  Why  are  we  going? 

The  President.  Pack  up.  Get  packed. 
[Laughter]  No,  it  will  be  good. 

Upcoming  Soviet-U.S.  Summit 

Q.  Which  city  do  you  want  to  visit  in  the 
Soviet  Union  besides  Moscow? 

The  President.  I’m  turning  to  my  Soviet 
expert,  a  man  that  spent  many  years  wres¬ 
tling  with  these  problems  and  will  now  take 
your  technical  questions — [laughter] — and 
will  be  glad  to  give  you  his  preferences  for 
itineraries.  May  I  introduce  General  Brent 
Scowcroft,  the  head  of  the  National  Securi¬ 
ty — 

Note:  President  Bush's  93d  news  conference 
began  at  7:45  p.m .  in  the  garden  of  Win¬ 
field  House.  Following  the  news  conference, 
Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant  to  the  President 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  responded  to 
reporters'  questions. 
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Nomination  of  Delbert  Leon  Spurlock,  Jr.,  To  Be  Deputy  Secretary 
of  Labor 
July  17,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Delbert  Leon  Spurlock, 
Jr.,  of  California,  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of 
Labor.  He  would  succeed  Roderick  Allen 
DeArment. 

Since  1989  Mr.  Spurlock  has  been  with 
the  law  firm  of  Gregory  D.  Thatch  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  he  was  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Army  for  Manpower  and 
Reserve  Affairs  in  Washington,  DC,  1983- 
1989.  From  1981  to  1983,  Mr.  Spurlock  was 
General  Counsel  for  the  Department  of  the 
Army.  He  was  an  attorney  with  Spurlock  & 


Thatch,  1977-1981.  From  1975  to  1977,  he 
was  chief  of  the  conflicts  of  interest  division 
for  the  California  fair  political  practice  com¬ 
mission  in  Sacramento,  CA.  Prior  to  this  he 
was  an  acting  professor  of  law  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California,  Davis,  CA,  1972-1975. 

Mr.  Spurlock  graduated  from  Oberlin 
College  (B.A.,  1963);  Howard  University 
Law  School  (L.L.B.,  1967),  and  George 
Washington  Law  Center  (L.L.M.,  1972).  He 
is  married,  has  two  children,  and  resides  in 
Reston,  VA. 


Nomination  of  Marshall  Jordan  Breger  To  Be  Solicitor  for  the 
Department  of  Labor 
July  17,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Marshall  Jordan  Breger,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Solicitor  for 
the  Department  of  Labor.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Robert  P.  Davis. 

Since  1985  Mr.  Breger  has  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Conference 
of  the  United  States  in  Washington,  DC. 
Prior  to  this  he  was  Special  Assistant  to  the 


President  in  the  Office  of  Public  Liaison  at 
the  White  House  in  Washington,  DC,  1983- 
1985. 

Mr.  Breger  graduated  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Pennsylvania  (B.A.,  M.A.,  1967;  J.D., 
1973)  and  received  a  B.Phil.  in  1970  from 
Oriel  College,  Oxford  University.  Mr. 
Breger  is  married,  has  two  children,  and 
resides  in  Silver  Spring,  MD. 


Remarks  at  the  Arrival  Ceremony  in  Athens,  Greece 
July  18,  1991 


The  President  tells  me  it’s  my  turn.  Presi¬ 
dent  Karamanlis,  and  our  Greek  and  Ameri¬ 
can  friends:  I  am  greatly  honored  to  receive 
this  welcome  and  to  see  Prime  Minister 
Mitsotakis  and  other  distinguished  members 
of  the  Greek  Government. 

More  than  200  years  ago,  my  Nation  was 
forged  in  the  fire  of  liberty.  Today,  Barbara 
and  I  are  delighted  to  visit  this  nation  that 
gave  birth  to  democracy  in  this  very  city 
2500  years  ago  and  whose  principles  still 


inspire  all  who  love  and  cherish  freedom. 

Thirty-two  years  ago,  the  last  American 
President  to  visit  this  historic  land  praised 
“those  great  Greek  city-states  that  we 
learned  to  love  and  admire  even  from  the 
days  when,  as  little  boys,  we  learned  our 
ancient  history.”  Dwight  Eisenhower  un¬ 
derstood  how  Greece’s  glory  had  shaped 
and  enriched  the  world  and  especially  the 
United  States  of  America.  Eisenhower  was 
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right  to  say,  ‘‘the  spirit  of  the  West,  the 
modern  spirit,  is  a  Greek  discovery,  and  the 
place  of  the  Greeks  is  in  the  modern 
world.” 

This  glory  did  not  die  with  the  ancient 
city-states.  It  still  lives,  still  summons  our 
values  and  ideals.  We  stand  for  government 
by  the  people.  We  endorse  the  rights  of 
self-determination,  equal  protection  under 
the  law,  and  freedom  of  thought  and  wor¬ 
ship.  We  believe  that  these  rights  derive 
from  the  sanctity  of  the  individual,  the 
bond  which  binds  our  two  nations. 

Today,  totalitarianism  lies  disdained  and 
discredited,  a  victim  of  its  own  brutality 
and  its  own  inadequacy.  As  a  result  of  this, 
freedom’s  tide  swells  as  the  tide  of  commu¬ 
nism  recedes.  Men  like  President  Karaman- 
hs  and  Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  have 
pressed  passionately  for  freedom  and  of¬ 
fered  new  hope  to  the  world. 

I  arrive  today  with  the  hope  that  we  will 
continue  to  renew  and  strengthen  our  spe- 
cial  relationship.  I  look  forward  in  my  dis¬ 
cussions  with  the  President  and  the  Prime 


Minister  to  confirming  our  common  interest 
in  a  new  world  order,  stability  in  the  Bal¬ 
kans,  peace  on  Cyprus,  and  reconciliation 
between  Greece  and  Turkey.  Most  impor¬ 
tant,  I  m  anxious  to  discuss  how  we  might 
strengthen  our  own  security  and  economic 
ties. 

Finally,  I  m  reminded  of  the  words  of 
Socrates,  who  said,  “I’m  not  an  Athenian  or 
a  Greek  but  a  citizen  of  the  world.”  In  that 
spirit,  Greece  stood  for  what  is  right  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  by  insisting  that  aggression 
must  not  stand.  I  applaud  the  Greek  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  Greek  people  for  having 
helped  to  defend  liberty  in  its  hour  of 
danger. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  to  President  Kara- 
manlis,  I  am  truly  honored  that  the  man 
who  extended  the  hand  of  friendship  to 
President  Eisenhower  32  years  ago  is  here 
to  do  the  same  for  me  today.  Thank  you 
very  much,  sir,  for  the  welcome. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2  p.m.  upon 
his  arrival  at  Anthinai  Airport 


Remarks  to  the  Greek  Parliament 
July  18,  1991 


Thank  you,  sir,  for  the  welcome,  and  ma 
I  pay  my  respects  to  President  Karamanli 
Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis;  president  of  th 
Parhament,  Mr.  Tsaldaris;  Mr.  Papandreoi 
who  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  not  s 
long  ago;  and  Members  of  the  Vouli. 

Let  me  first  thank  you  for  the  extraordi 
nary  honor  of  speaking  to  you.  It  means 
great  deal  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  sucl 
great  men  as  Dwight  Eisenhower  and  Gen 
eral  Charles  de  Gaulle,  who  spoke  here. 

No  American  can  come  to  Athens  withou 
reeling  a  kind  of  sacred  awe.  All  that  Amer 
icans  are,  all  that  Americans  stand  for  al 
that  we  hold  most  dear  has  roots  right  here 
m  the  great  city  and  the  great  country 
where  democracy  was  born  2,500  years  ago 
Every  American  student  learns  to  appre 

Ciaie.ither.r?a,gnificence  of  the  Parthenor 
and  the  Delphi,  the  cool  Aegean  Sea.  Anc 
we  learn  that  the  great  disciplines,  philoso 


in  Athens 


phy,  theology,  drama,  literature,  mathemat¬ 
ics,  biology,  zoology,  and  of  course,  politics, 
were  born  on  these  shores.  I  expect  all  the 
rest  of  them  are  alive,  but  I’m  sure  politics 
is  still  alive  on  these  shores.  We  see  in  your 
monuments  and  museums  the  seeds  from 
which  our  Republic  of  freedom  grew  up. 

After  2,500  years,  mankind  is  only  begin¬ 
ning  to  grasp  the  magnitude  of  what  your 
forefathers  achieved.  Through  dozens  of 
generations,  through  the  rise  and  fall  of 
great  empires,  through  wars  and  plagues, 
through  depressions  and  economic  revolu¬ 
tions,  through  the  triumphs  and  travails  of 
human  affairs,  one  thing  has  endured:  the 
dream  of  democracy. 

And  so  today,  as  old  despotisms  melt 
away  and  a  commonwealth  of  freedom 
arises  around  the  globe,  we  can  truly  say 
that  our  future,  the  world’s  future,  began 
right  here. 
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Although  I  have  not  visited — well,  I  vis¬ 
ited  Greece  in  I960,  and  then  once  again,  I 
believe,  in  *79.  I  haven’t  been  here  that 
much  lately,  but  I  feel  at  home  here.  I  have 
the  honor  to  share  this  Chamber  today  with 
a  man  who  symbolizes  ancient  Greek  prin¬ 
ciples  and  modern  Greek  courage,  Presi¬ 
dent  Constantine  Karamanlis. 

Then-Prime  Minister  Karamanlis  hosted 
President  Eisenhower  back  in  1959,  and  has 
done  business  with  every  American  Presi¬ 
dent  since  Harry  Truman.  He  restored  de¬ 
mocracy  to  Greece  in  1974,  and  made  it 
possible  for  Greece  to  assume  its  present 
stature  as  a  bulwark  of  stability.  He  built 
firm  relations  with  the  West  and  helped 
secure  Greek  membership  in  the  European 
Community.  He  ensured  that  Greece  would 
play  an  important  role  in  the  Atlantic  alli¬ 
ance.  And  he  enlarged  Greece’s  interna¬ 
tional  responsibilities,  its  international  influ¬ 
ence,  its  international  importance. 

To  honor  this  great  man  and  to  stress  the 
special  quality  of  our  renewed  relations 
with  Greece,  I  now  would  like  to  invite 
your  President  to  join  us  in  Washington 
next  year  for  a  state  visit.  And  I  hope  you 
will  accept,  Mr.  President.  I  hope  you  will 
accept  so  that  the  American  people  can  ex¬ 
press  their  heartfelt  gratitude  to  you,  their 
admiration  for  you,  and  their  respect  for 
Greece. 

And  today  I  also  want  to  repeat  my  invi¬ 
tation  to  another  great  man,  a  man  I 
admire  and  respect,  your  Prime  Minister, 
Constantine  Mitsotakis.  And  I  have  asked 
him  to  make  an  official  visit  to  our  Capital. 
And  this  trip  would  let  the  whole  world 
know  that  our  friendship,  like  the  ideals 
that  link  us,  will  endure. 

As  I  stand  here  today,  I’m  happy  to  say 
that  our  relations  are  stronger  than  ever. 
We  have  tightened  our  economic  ties  with 
agreements  on  customs  and  civil  aviation 
and  tourism.  We’ve  made  great  progress  to¬ 
gether  in  the  international  fight  against  ter¬ 
rorism.  And  with  this  visit,  I  hope  that  we 
can  make  this  special  relationship  stronger 
still. 

We  can  build  a  more  vibrant  economic 
relationship.  While  the  United  States  is  the 
largest  external  investor  in  Greece,  we 
want  to  do  more.  We  want  to  ensure  that 
American  capital  and  know-how  will  be 


able  to  contribute  to  lasting  Greek  prosperi¬ 
ty.  And  I,  therefore,  asked  our  Secretary  of 
Commerce  to  lead  a  Presidential  trade  and 
investment  mission  to  Greece  this  autumn. 

We  can  strengthen  our  security  relation¬ 
ship.  We  already  have  forged  solid  ties 
through  NATO.  This  year,  the  United  States 
will  provide  $350  million  in  security  assist¬ 
ance  to  Greece.  We’ve  just  agreed  to  lease 
you  two  Knox-c lass  frigates.  And  we  will 
expedite  the  shipment  of  10  F-4D  aircraft 
to  you,  will  deliver  18  more  this  fall.  These 
agreements  express  our  determination  to 
stand  by  you  now  and  in  years  to  come. 

You  stood  squarely  with  the  international 
coalition  that  liberated  Kuwait  from 
Saddam  Hussein.  This  kind  of  cooperation  is 
not  new.  In  the  Persian  Gulf,  as  in  Korea 
and  the  two  World  Wars,  Greece  sided  with 
the  forces  of  freedom. 

Now,  we  face  a  new  world,  a  world  in 
which  military  confrontation  is  being 
pushed  aside  by  constructive  economic 
competition,  a  world  in  which  nations  strug¬ 
gle  to  build  and  perfect  democracy.  Al¬ 
though  we  have  no  road  map  to  guide  us 
through  this  world,  we  have  a  sure  compass 
in  principles  that  both  our  nations  hold 
dear:  The  peaceful  settlement  of  disputes, 
free  enterprise,  an  open  world  economic 
system,  and  underlying  it  all,  democracy. 

Here  in  Greece,  you  command  an  espe¬ 
cially  vivid  view  of  the  world.  Here  in  your 
unique  location  at  this  historic  time,  we  can 
see  the  challenge,  and  the  promise,  of  what 
we  refer  to  as  the  new  world  order. 

To  the  north,  Europe’s  first  post-cold-war 
crisis  has  erupted.  The  peoples  of  Yugoslav¬ 
ia  struggle  to  secure  newfound  freedoms 
and  overcome  the  pull  of  ancient  hatreds. 
The  international  community,  rallied  by  the 
bold  initiative  of  the  EC,  appeals  to  the 
Yugoslavs  to  chart  a  new  future,  a  demo¬ 
cratic  future,  through  peaceful  negotiations. 
We  call  upon  the  leaders  there  to  spare 
their  people  from  dreadful  civil  war. 

As  an  EC  country  and  a  stable  democra¬ 
cy,  you  can  help  nations  such  as  Albania 
and  Bulgaria  who  struggle  along  the  road  to 
freedom.  Struggle  they  might,  but  look 
back  at  very  recent  history.  And  who  would 
have  predicted  that  these  countries  now 
want  to  go  down  freedom’s  road,  democra- 
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cy ’s  road?  Your  Balkan  neighbors,  including 
Yugoslavia,  look  to  you  for  guidance  and 
help  and  hope. 

A  kind  of  youthful  optimism  flourishes  ev¬ 
erywhere.  The  emerging  democracies  of 
Europe,  peoples  throughout  the  Soviet 
Union,  men  and  women,  young  and  old, 
throughout  the  world,  aspire  to  achieve  the 
ideals  first  sketched  out  here  in  Greece. 

But  ideals  are  important  only  if  they  can 
shape  actions.  You  understand  this.  We  are 
encouraged  that  your  Government  is  ad¬ 
vancing  new  ideas  to  foster  stability  in  the 
Balkans  and  the  Aegean.  The  opportunity 
for  a  new  era  of  accommodation  in  this 
region  beckons.  With  that  in  mind,  I  must 
report  that  my  meeting  with  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev  yesterday  was  in  that  spirit  of  coopera¬ 
tion  as  the  Soviet  Union  seeks  to  do  more 
according  to  democratic  principles. 

I’m  hoping  that  the  arms  control  agree¬ 
ment  that  we  worked  out  yesterday  with 
Mr.  Gorbachev,  the  first  to  reduce  the  stra¬ 
tegic  arms  in  history,  proves  to  be  a  benefit 
to  all  the  countries  around  the  world,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  this  region. 

You  and  Turkey  face  a  great  challenge:  to 
resolve  these  old  disputes  that  divide  you. 
More  than  60  years  ago,  Eleutherios — and 
I’ve  got  to  watch  my  pronunciation — Veni- 
zelos  signed  treaties  of  friendship  and  com¬ 
merce  with  the  father  of  modern  Turkey, 
Kemal  Ataturk.  I  pray  that  your  two  nations 
might  follow  the  example  set  by  these 
giants. 

Today,  with  new  leaders  of  vision,  your 
nations  enjoy  a  unique  opportunity  to  over¬ 
come  the  misunderstandings  of  the  past. 
You  can  begin  to  heal  the  deep  wounds  that 
scar  Cyprus,  that  divides  families  and 
friends  on  that  island.  In  the  new  world 
that  I  have  discussed,  none  of  us  should 
accept  the  status  quo  in  Cyprus.  And  today 
I  pledge  that  the  United  States  will  do 
whatever  it  can  to  help  Greece,  Turkey, 
and  the  Cypriots  settle  the  Cyprus  problem, 
and  do  so  this  year. 

In  the  end,  the  ties  that  bind  the  United 
States  and  Greece  go  far  deeper  than  eco¬ 
nomic  or  military  necessity.  You  see,  as 
many  of  you  know,  Greek-Americans  have 
enriched  our  country  enormously,  in  every 
profession,  in  every  region,  in  every  walk  of 
life.  Two  distinguished  businessmen  and  old 


friends  who  have  accompanied  me  on  this 
trip,  Alec  Courtelis  and  Alex  Spanos,  both 
of  whom  have  made  a  tremendous  imprint 
in  our  country.  And  of  course,  our  able  Am¬ 
bassador,  Michael  Sotirhos,  serves  our 
Nation  well. 

And  we  have  subtler  ties,  too.  Cities 
across  America  take  their  names  from  such 
places  as  Athens  and  Corinth  and  Delphi 
and  Sparta.  And  near  one  of  my  favorite 
fishing  spots  lies  the  town  of  Marathon, 
Florida.  And  of  course,  my  country  would 
not  exist  if  your  forefathers  had  not  devel¬ 
oped  the  world’s  most  revolutionary  idea, 
democracy.  Our  Founding  Fathers  studied 
your  history  closely  and  revered  deeply  the 
works  of  the  ancient  Greeks.  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son,  the  author  of  our  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  once  observed,  “Greece  was  the 
first  of  civilized  nations,  presenting  exam¬ 
ples  of  what  man  should  be.” 

Yet,  we  also  must  remember  that  the 
powers  of  ancient  Greece  fell  because  they 
could  not  set  aside  old  hatreds,  because 
they  refused  to  acknowledge  common  ties, 
common  principles,  common  acts,  common 
aims.  We  must  resolve  not  to  repeat  their 
mistakes. 

Tomorrow,  I  have  a  wonderful  opportuni¬ 
ty.  I  shall  visit  the  Acropolis  and  stand  near 
the  temples  where  our  ancient  forefathers 
charted  ideals  for  the  ages.  And  as  we 
gather  here  today,  let  us  agree  to  build  a 
new  Acropolis,  a  monument  not  of  marble 
or  steel  but  of  something  far  less  fragile,  a 
monument  of  deeds  and  ideals,  a  new  world 
order  erected  upon  timeless  ideas  born 
right  here. 

That  new  world  order  can  help  us 
achieve  our  dreams  of  collective  security 
and  individual  liberty.  Every  nation  must 
assume  some  of  the  burden  of  building  this 
order.  And  every  nation  must  accept  its  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  building  a  sound  interna¬ 
tional  economy.  And  every  nation  must  do 
its  duty  to  preserve  freedom  and  enter¬ 
prise. 

America  and  Greece  have  special  respon¬ 
sibilities  in  this  quest,  the  United  States  as 
the  world’s  strongest  democracy,  Greece  as 
the  world’s  first.  But  if  we  engage  fully  in 
the  changing  world  beyond  our  borders,  we 
can  build  an  order  in  which  all  nations 
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enjoy  prosperity,  democracy,  and  peace. 

Eleutherios  Venizelos  once  claimed  that 
“America  has  realized  the  ideals  of  Ancient 
Greece.  No  two  elements  come  closer  to 
each  other  than  do  the  Greek  and  the 
American.”  That  tremendous  compliment 
also  outlines  our  common  challenge:  to 
work  even  more  closely  in  securing  a  new 
world  order  dedicated  to  freedom  and  en¬ 
terprise. 

We  live  in  exciting  times.  Who  would 
have  dreamed  that  the  changes  taking 
place  in  the  Soviet  Union  would  offer  this 
promise  of  freedom  and  democracy?  Who 
would  have  dreamed  that  the  captive  na¬ 
tions  of  Eastern  Europe  are  free  and  are  on 
the  path  that  you  set  many  thousands  of 
years  ago,  the  path  to  full  and  free  and  fair 
and  open  democracy?  So,  for  those  that  are 
gloomy  about  the  present,  I  say  you 
shouldn’t  be.  There’s  plenty  of  room  to  be 
optimistic.  And  Fm  delighted;  I  feel  more 
of  a  sense  of  optimism  coming  to  democra¬ 
cy’s  birthplace. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  extraordinary 
honor  of  inviting  me  to  address  this  special 
session.  And  I  stand  here  surrounded  by  the 


grandeur  and  echoes  of  the  ages,  a  proud 
son  of  the  ideals  that  your  land  gave  the 
world.  And  so,  like  all  friends  of  liberty,  I 
leave  you  now,  and  I  must  say,  zito  i  ellada 
[long  live  Greece].  Thank  you  very,  very 
much.  Thank  you  all.  Thank  you,  sir. 

And  let  me  just — please  be  seated.  I’d  like 
to  present  to  your  President  and  your 
Prime  Minister  and  really  to  the  Greek 
people  a  replica  of  our  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  a  document  that  symbolizes  our 
profound  ties  to  you  and  our  timeless  debt 
to  the  people  and  the  legacy  of  Greece. 

Once  again,  thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  3:49  p.m.  in 
the  Greek  Parliament  building.  In  his  re¬ 
marks,  he  referred  to  Andreas  Papandreou , 
president  of  the  Panhellenic  Socialist  Move¬ 
ment;  the  Vouli,  the  Greek  unicameral  Par¬ 
liament;  Alec  Courtelis,  Florida  Republican 
Party  finance  chairman;  and  Alexander  G. 
Spanos ,  president  and  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  San  Diego  Char¬ 
gers  football  team.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Prime  Minister 
Constantinos  Mitsotakis  of  Greece  in  Athens 
July  18,  1991 


The  Prime  Minister.  First  of  all,  I  would 
like,  on  behalf  of  the  Greek  Government, 
and  personally,  to  welcome  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  American  delega¬ 
tion  to  our  country.  This  first  visit  of  an 
American  President  to  Greece  after  32 
years  takes  place  at  a  very  important  period 
for  our  countries  and  at  a  critical  period  for 
our  area.  This  is  why  it  constitutes  a  politi¬ 
cal  event  of  particular  significance.  It  rein¬ 
forces  the  efforts  of  our  government  to  de¬ 
velop  Greek- American  relations  and  also  to 
enhance  stability  and  peace  in  the  Balkans 
and  throughout  this  area. 

With  President  Bush,  both  privately  as 
well  as  together  with  our  delegations,  we 
had  substantial  and  fruitful  talks.  We  dis¬ 
cussed  our  great  national  issue,  that  of 


Cyprus,  which  as  you  well  know  is  going 
through  presently  a  very  important  turning 
point.  Issues  of  decisive  importance  were 
naturally  the  Greek-Turkish  relations  and 
the  situation  in  the  Balkans,  as  well  as  the 
first  role  our  country  is  playing  in  the  de¬ 
velopments  occurring  in  this  region. 

Finally,  we  discussed  also  the  effort  our 
country  is  making  in  the  sector  of  primary 
importance,  that  of  the  economy.  I  outlined 
our  positions  fully  and  extensively,  and  I 
underlined  our  determination,  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  Greece  to  contribute  substantially, 
assuming  also  initiatives  to  contribute  to  the 
settlement  of  problems  and  to  the  consoli¬ 
dation  of  peace  and  cooperation  among  the 
countries  of  our  region. 

The  visit  of  President  Bush  constitutes  a 
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decisive  landmark  in  the  further  enhance¬ 
ment  and  the  development  of  Greek-Amer- 
ican  relations  which  is  pursued  by  my  gov¬ 
ernment  both  with  consistency  and  deter¬ 
mination.  Greece,  a  longstanding  and  loyal 
friend  and  ally  of  America  in  all  the  strug¬ 
gles  for  democracy  and  freedom,  wishes  to 
contribute  substantially  in  the  effort  that  is 
being  led  by  the  United  States  of  America 
to  see  the  world  enter  into  a  new  era,  se¬ 
curing  for  all  the  peoples  prosperity,  securi¬ 
ty,  and  freedom. 

The  President  Thank  you,  Mr.  Prime 
Minister,  a  great  friend  of  the  United  States. 
And  let  me  just  repeat,  I  have  enormous 
respect  for  this  Prime  Minister.  I  found 
today’s  meeting  to  be  most  useful.  I  believe 
U.S.-Greek  relations  are  in  excellent  shape; 
Greece,  a  trusted  NATO  ally,  a  country 
with  whom  we  have  extensive  interaction 
between  our  peoples. 

As  the  Prime  Minister  said,  we  did  have  a 
good  exchange  on  Cyprus  and  Greek-Turk- 
ish  relationships.  And  I  told  him  that  if  we 
could  be  a  catalyst  that  would  help  solve 
the  problem  of  Cyprus,  we’d  willingly  fulfill 
that  role.  In  talk  to  the  Defense  Minister,  it 
is  our  intention  to  do  what  we  can  to  help 
strengthen  the  Greek  armed  forces. 

We  heard  a  good  presentation  on  the 
economy,  and  I  assured  our  Greek  friends 
that  we  want  to  expand  trade  and  invest¬ 
ment.  I  think  the  Secretary  of  Commerce’s 
mission  here  could  prove  to  be  very,  very 
fruitful.  I  referred  to  four  new  economic 
agreements  earlier,  customs,  civil  aviation, 
tourism,  and  investment  guarantees.  We’re 
getting  those  locked  up. 

And  lastly,  I  would  repeat  how  much  I’m 
looking  forward  to  having  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  come  on  an  official  working  visit  in  the 
near  future  and  then,  of  course,  hopefully 
to  welcome  President  Karamanlis  at  his 
convenience  on  a  state  visit  in  1992. 

But  again,  my  thanks  to  you. 

Cyprus  Situation  and  Greek-Turkish 
Relations 

Q  President  Bush,  you  have  said  that  the 
status  quo  in  Cyprus  is  intolerable  and  un¬ 
acceptable  to  all  the  parties  involved.  What 
gives  you  so  much  optimism  that  this  can 
be  solved  this  year?  And  how  far  are  you 
willing  to  go  to  try  to  encourage  the  Turks 


and  so  forth  to  be  more  conciliatory  on  the 
question? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  the  answer  is 
to  be  helpful  in  trying  for  this  conciliation 
you  talk  about.  Both  sides  seem  to  be  more 
optimistic  in  terms  of  the  Secretary-Gener¬ 
al’s  initiative  which  we  all  know  is  the  best 
hope.  So,  our  role,  as  I  said,  is  catalytic.  And 
I  will  do  whatever  I  can  to  facilitate  this 
process. 

And  there  are  technical — I  mean,  some 
serious  problems  that  exist.  But  it  looks  to 
me,  when  you  have  a  person  like  the  Prime 
Minister  I’m  standing  next  to  and  President 
Ozal  and  a  serious,  respected  leader  in 
Cyprus  and  a  Secretary-General  that  is  per¬ 
sonally  engaged,  that  we  have  an  historic 
opportunity.  So,  I’ll  simply  try  my  best. 

Q . - submitted  a  new  proposal  to  with¬ 

draw,  to  move  actually  some  aggressive 
weapons  from  the  common  borders.  Three 
things  on  that.  First  of  all,  I  should  say  that 
Bulgaria  accepted  the  Greek  proposal  and 
Turkey  refused  it.  Three  things:  Did  you 
discuss  this  matter  today?  Second,  what  is 
your  view  on  that?  And  third,  does  this 
cause  some  kind  of  disappointment  that 
Turkey  refused,  especially  coming  from 
London  where  you  had  some  positive  de¬ 
velopments  in  arms  talks  in  Europe? 

The  President  Well,  I  just  heard  some 
details  on  this  today.  Again,  if  the  United 
States  can  be  useful,  anything  that  can 
reduce  tensions  on  borders  is  something 
we’re  extremely  interested  in.  And  I  don’t 
think  that  it  flies  in  the  face  of  anything 
that  was  accomplished  in — if  you’re  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  deal  between  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  United  States  on  the  strategic  arms. 

Q.  There  is  a  new  mood - 

The  President  Well,  let’s  see  if  we  can’t 
get  more  understanding  on  both  sides  on  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  does  your  visit  to 
Greece  and  Turkey  mean  that  you  are  per¬ 
sonally  engaged,  involved,  in  solving  the 
problems  of  the  region  and  especially  the 
Cyprus  issue? 

The  President  Yes,  it  means  that  I  hope 
that  this  visit  will  be  more  than  a  symbol.  I 
learned  a  little  more  about  these  problems 
today;  I  expect  I’ll  learn  a  little  more  when 
we’re  in  Turkey.  But  I  don’t  want  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  United  States  can  wave  a 
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wand,  a  magic  wand,  and  solve  a  problem 
that  has  plagued  this  part  of  the  world  for  a 
long  time.  But  we  are  going  to  try.  And 
we’re  going  to  try  to  be — we  are  supportive 
of  what  this  U.N.  Secretary-General  is 
trying  to  do.  And  it  is  felt,  because  we  do 
have  excellent  relations  with  Greece  and 
excellent  relations  with  Turkey  and,  indeed, 
with  Cyprus  itself,  that  we,  more  than  some 
other  countries,  can  be  helpful.  So  yes,  I 
want  to  use  whatever  tools  we  have  avail¬ 
able  to  facilitate  these  discussions. 

Soviet-  U.  S.  Rela  tions 

Q.  Mr.  President,  given  the  gap  between 
what  Mr.  Gorbachev  asked  for  in  his  letter 
to  the  London  summit  and  what  the 
London  summit  gave,  will  you  be  taking 
anything,  any  concrete  offers  to  Moscow 
later  this  month,  especially  in  the  areas  of 
technical  assistance?  And  can  you  tell  us 
what  the  hold-up  is  on  the  MFN,  granting 
MFN  to  the  Soviets? 

The  President.  We  may  be  able  to  flesh 
out  the  agreements  achieved  by  the  G~7 
with  the  Soviet  Union.  In  other  words,  we 
may  be  able  to  make  some  of  those  under¬ 
takings  a  little  more  specific.  But  at  this 
juncture,  I  have  no  new  proposal. 

What  was  your  other  question,  please,  sir? 

Q.  MFN,  why  it’s  been  hanging  there  for 
some  time. 

The  President  Well,  I  think  there’s  some 
technical  problems  in  the  law  as  passed  by 
the  Soviet  Union.  As  you  know,  we  needed 
an  emigration  law  passed,  and  I  believe  it 
was,  but  I’m  told  that  their  lawyers  have 
some  difficulty.  But  I  want  to  move  on  that 
as  soon  as  I’m  told  that  the  decks  are  clear. 
I  think  it’s  something  we  should  do. 

Q.  Could  they  get  that  in  Moscow? 

The  President  I  don’t  know;  maybe.  I  just 
don’t  know. 

The  Balkans 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  role  do  you  see 
Greece  playing  in  the  Balkans? 

The  President  In  the  Baltics? 

Q.  Balkans. 

The  President  Balkans.  I  see.  Sorry,  I  was 
expanding  your  horizons  here.  [Laughter] 
Well,  again,  I  sat  and  listened  intently  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  emphasized  to  us 
the  importance  of  peace.  He  emphasized 


Greece’s  commitment  to  unity.  And  I  don’t 
know  that  we  have  a  unique  role  that  we 
can  play,  but  we  would  reiterate  our  call  for 
negotiation.  What  worries  us,  and  I  know  it 
worries  the  Prime  Minister,  is  the  propensi¬ 
ty  to  move  toward  military  action  here. 
And  we  don’t  want  to  see  that,  and  I  know 
the  Greek  Government  doesn’t.  But  we 
have  stated  our  position,  learned  more 
about  it.  What  did  you  tell  me,  sir?  The 
exports  to  Yugoslavia  from  Greece  are  tre¬ 
mendous. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thirty  percent. 

The  President  Thirty  percent.  I  mean,  a 
major  figure.  And  this  could  not  go  along  if 
there  was  turmoil  there.  So,  we  will  again 
request  our  call  for  peaceful  resolution  to 
these  questions.  But  that  is  about  the  role  of 
the  United  States  at  this  juncture. 

Greece 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  know  you  have  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  in  Greece,  spending  most  of  your 
time  at  meetings.  Would  you  like  to  come 
back  for  a  vacation  in  Greece? 

The  President.  Yes,  I’d  love  to  do  that 
sometime.  I  really  would.  That’s  what  we 
call  a  slow  ball  in  the  trade.  [Laughter]  And 
I’d  like  to  hit  out  over  the  fence  by  saying 
I’d  love  to  spend  some  time  someday  cruis¬ 
ing  through  the  Greek  islands.  I  did  it  for 
one  day  at  one  point.  About  1961,  I  think  it 
was,  and  it  was  heaven.  And  yes,  I’d  like  to 
do  that  at  some  point. 

Regional  Stability 

Q.  Mr.  President,  given  the  amount  of 
arms  given  to  Turkey,  are  you  worried 
about  some  sort  of  imbalance  in  this  area  in 
the  future?  What  will  the  U.S.  do  in  order 
to  secure  the  balance  in  the  area? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  we  have  so 
much  faith  in  both  that  we  would  be  sure 
that  the  requirements  of  each  were  met  to 
the  best  of  our  ability.  But  we’re  the  ones 
that  are  now  urging  curtailment  of  arms  in 
some  ways,  but  I  think  we  have  a  defense 
program  worked  out  with  Greece  that  I 
hope  will  satisfy  their  requirements. 

Visit  to  Turkey 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Patriarch  of  Con¬ 
stantinople  came  to  the  United  States  on  an 
official  visit,  and  you  received  him  at  the 
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White  House.  Will  you  see  him  or  call  him 
when  you  go  to  Istanbul  after  Greece? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  wheth¬ 
er  Ill  be  doing  that  or  not.  If  the  schedule 
is  like  it  was  in  London,  I  doubt  it.  We  go 
from,  as  this  gentleman  so  tactfully  put  it, 
meeting  to  meeting,  meetings  that  are  al¬ 
ready  set  up.  But  we  had  a  very  cordial 
meeting  with  the  Patriarch,  and  I  just  can’t 
answer  your  question  as  to  whether  it’s  on 
the  schedule  or  whether  there  will  be  time 
for  something  of  that  nature,  important 
though  it  is.  So,  well  have  to  wait  and  see 
how  the  schedule  develops.  But  we  had  an 
excellent  meeting  with  him. 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President.  Here’s  the  host. 

Domestic  Agenda 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Cyprus  is  just  the  latest 
of  a  long  list  of  complex,  long-lived  interna¬ 
tional  problems  that  you’ve  shown  a  person¬ 
al  interest  in.  There’s  a  perception,  fair  or 
unfair,  that  you  are  not  as  engaged  as  you 
should  be  in  some  of  the  domestic  problems 
that  the  United  States  faces.  How  do  you 
account  for  that?  And  with  an  election 
coming  up  next  year,  what  do  you  intend  to 
do  about  it? 

The  President.  I  account  for  it  by  the  fact 
there’s  an  election  coming  up  next  year. 
And  I  don’t  plan  to  do  anything  about  it 
because  we  have  an  outstanding  domestic 
program.  My  problem  is,  we  have  too  few 
Republicans  and  too  many  Democrats. 
Now,  I  don’t  know  whether  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  understands  that  in  his  terms  here,  but 
that’s  my  problem.  And  we’ve  got  excellent 
programs,  some  of  which  have  been  en¬ 
acted.  I  cite  the  historic  Clean  Air  Act  as 
one;  the  aid  for  people  with  disabilities,  the 
assistance  there.  I  think  that  putting  caps 
on  reckless  spending  has  been  a  useful 
thing. 

But  we’ve  got  a  ways  to  go.  I  want,  as  you 
know,  a  crime  bill.  I  want  a  civil  rights  bill. 
But  it’s  pretty  difficult  when  you  have  a 
majority  that  sees  politics  around  the  corner 
and  are  making  it  a  little  tougher. 

But  I  don’t  hear  that  too  much  anymore. 
Maybe  that’s  still — some  making — you  have 
to  look  at  who  makes  the  charge.  And 
nobody  will  convince  me  that  there’s  not  a 
lot  of  politics  in  all  of  that.  But  that  isn’t  to 


say  because  there’s  an  unfulfilled  agenda 
that  I  ought  not  to  perform  my  duties  as 
President  in  terms  of  foreign  affairs.  I  will 
continue  to  do  that. 

And  I  think  this  visit  is  very  important.  I 
had  a  good  visit  this  morning  with  the  re¬ 
spected  President,  President  Karamanlis, 
outstanding  visit  with  a  man  that  is  so  re¬ 
spected  in  the  States.  Same  thing  for  the 
Prime  Minister  today.  And  I  think  that’s  in 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica. 

But  we’ve  got  plenty  going  on  back 
there,  able  people  in  these  departments 
trying  to  get  their  agendas  through. 

So,  I  discount  some  of  the  criticism,  if  it’s 
still  going  on.  Maybe  it  will  increase.  But 
put  a  little  political  factor  on  it,  because 
things  are  going  pretty  well.  And  I  see  this 
recession  of  ours  turning  around,  and  that’s 
going  to  narrow  the  areas  of  criticism  in  the 
political  arena.  So,  we’re  used  to  it.  But  I 
think  that  any  President  is  responsible  to  do 
both  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  that  is 
what  I  am  trying  to  do,  domestic,  foreign 
affairs. 

Cyprus  Situation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  going  back  to  the 
region,  would  you  suggest  a  step-by-step 
procedure  in  order  to  solve  the  Cyprus 
problem?  And  if  so,  could  you  please  name 
one  step-by-step  procedure  that  you  would 
suggest  on  that? 

The  President.  It  is  not  my  role  to  spell 
out  the  steps,  nor  is  it  my  role  to  spell  out 
the  procedures.  It  is  my  role  to  use  what¬ 
ever  authority  the  United  States  may  have, 
and  the  Prime  Minister  is  very  generous  in 
his  assessment  of  that,  to  further  support  for 
the  United  Nations  Secretary-General’s  pro¬ 
posals  in  any  way  I  can.  There’s  where  the 
step-by-step  procedures  are.  And  then  they, 
of  course,  have  to  be  solved  between  two 
very  strong  and  very  able  leaders.  And  then 
the  people  of  both  countries,  both  Greece 
and  Turkey,  to  the  degree  that  this  is  where 
it  stands,  have  to  agree. 

So,  I  give  you  a  little  more  general 
answer  than  you  want. 

Q.  Here  in  Greece,  Mr.  President,  several 
asked  themselves  why  didn’t  the  United 
States  do  the  same  they  did  for  Kuwait;  that 
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is,  why  didn’t  America  try  to  liberate 
Cyprus? 

The  President.  Let  me  be  sure  I  under¬ 
stand  the  question.  Liberate  it  in  what  way? 
Sending  in  the  82d  Airborne?  That  was 
never  an  option. 

Q.  You  freed  Kuwait.  Well,  in  Cyprus, 
too,  human  rights  have  been  violated,  and  a 
military  invasion  has  taken  place.  So,  why 
don’t  you  help  free  this  country  as  well? 

The  President  Acting  under  the  United 
Nations  resolutions,  12  of  them,  we  forged 
enormous  coalition  to  go  in  and  kick  the 
aggressor  out  of  Kuwait.  It  was  almost 
unanimously  supported  in  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  a  handful  of  holdouts.  And  it’s  a  very 
different  situation  as  it  relates  to  Kuwait 
and  to  Cyprus. 

So,  I  would  say  that  the  best  answer  to 
Cyprus  is  peaceful  resolution  of  this  ques¬ 
tion  and  to  have  it  resolved  as  much  as 
possible  between  two  very  able  heads  of 
government. 

Greek-Turkish  Relations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  concerning  Greek- 
Turkish  relations,  did  you  discuss  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  signing  a  nonaggression  pact?  And 
what  is  your  position  on  that  matter? 

The  President  With  which?  Nonaggres¬ 
sion  between  who? 

Q.  Between  Greece  and  Turkey,  a  non¬ 
aggression  pact. 

The  President  I  don’t  remember  being 
asked  anything  about  that.  And  it  may  have 


been  touched  on  by  the  Prime  Minister,  but 
that  I  will  leave  between  the  parties. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  United  Nations  in¬ 
spection  team  appears  to  have  concluded 
that  Iraq’s  nuclear  capability  was  destroyed 
in  the  war.  I’m  wondering  if  they  missed 
the  incontrovertible  evidence  you  said  exist¬ 
ed,  sir. 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  sure  they  must 
have  if  we’re  still  turning  up  evidence  that 
the  Iraqi  dictator  is  still  trying  to  perfect 
some  nuclear  capability.  And  clearly,  there’s 
no  question  that  the  nuclear  capability  was 
set  back  in  the  war,  but  that’s  not  the  point. 
The  point  is  he  must  fully  comply  with  the 
United  Nations  resolutions.  And  he’s  been 
lying  and  cheating  and  hiding  material,  and 
that  simply  is  not  good  enough.  And  the 
whole  world  is  very  much  concerned  about 
it.  They  do  not  want  to  have  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  in  the  hands  of  this  kind  of  aggressor. 

Q.  But,  sir,  the  team  appears  to  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  capability  is  destroyed.  How 
can  you  react  to  that? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thank  you,  gentle¬ 
men,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Note:  The  President's  94th  news  conference 
began  at  6:25  p.m.  on  the  patio  of  the 
Prime  Minister's  office.  The  Prime  Minister 
spoke  in  Greek,  and  his  remarks  were  trans¬ 
lated  by  an  interpreter.  In  the  news  confer¬ 
ence,  the  President  referred  to  Greek  De¬ 
fense  Minister  loannis  Varvitsiotis. 


Remarks  at  a  State  Dinner  in  Athens,  Greece 
July  18,  1991 


Well,  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  not  only 
for  that  warm  welcome  today  but  for  those 
very  kind  words.  And  I  simply  cannot  tell 
you  how  happy  I  am  to  return  to  Greece, 
the  cradle  of  democracy,  at  a  time  in  which 
ancient  principles  and  modern  aspirations 
meet,  come  together. 

Some  25  centuries  ago,  the  democratic 
idea  was  born  right  here  in  Athens.  And 
you  kept  that  idea  alive  and  inspired  our 
Founding  Fathers  to  begin  the  American 


experiment.  And  while  this  year  we  cele¬ 
brate  the  200th  anniversary  of  our  Bill  of 
Rights,  you  celebrate  the  2500th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  democratic  government. 

Mr.  President,  we  speak  often  of  demo¬ 
cratic  principles  and  individual  liberties  and 
the  rule  of  law.  And  together,  we’ve  stood 
strong  so  that  democracy  would  survive  in 
Europe.  Greece  was  among  the  first  coun¬ 
tries  to  resist  fascism  when  you  fought  Mus¬ 
solini’s  army  in  1940.  And  you  were  also  the 
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first  to  stop  Soviet  expansionism  in  Europe 
after  World  War  II. 

And  now  our  North  Atlantic  alliance  sup¬ 
ports  those  same  guiding  principles,  princi¬ 
ples  that  inspire  nations  all  around  the 
world.  And  today,  the  human  spirit  van¬ 
quishes  the  evils  of  totalitarianism,  and  the 
spark  of  freedom  glows  brightly  in  virtually 
every  corner  of  Europe. 

Mr.  President,  you  have  played  a  tremen¬ 
dously  important  role  in  preserving  the 
flame  of  democracy  for  half  a  century.  And 
many  have  stood  for  democracy,  but  only  a 
gallant  few  have  risen  to  the  call  of  revers¬ 
ing  autocracy  and  restoring  democratic 
principles  to  government  and  society.  And 
you,  sir,  are  one  of  those  few.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  you’re  unsurpassed  in  that  small,  very 
distinguished  group.  You  fought  the  forces 
of  evil  in  the  Second  World  War.  You 
fought  communism  afterward.  And  you  re¬ 
stored  democracy  to  Greece  in  1974.  Your 
success  in  this  profound  endeavor  was  a  vic¬ 
tory  for  Greece  and  for  the  world. 


Mr.  President,  these  are  brilliant  accom¬ 
plishments.  And  we  pay  tribute  this 
evening  to  your  magnificent  record  as  one 
of  the  West’s  great  statesmen.  Thucydides 
wrote  that  “the  bravest  are  surely  those 
who  have  the  clearest  vision  of  what  is 
before  them,  glory  and  danger  alike,  and 
yet,  notwithstanding,  go  out  and  meet  it.” 
Twice  Prime  Minister  of  Greece  and  now 
twice  President,  you  inspire  the  people  of 
Greece,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  free  men  and  women  everywhere. 

So,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  will  you  please 
join  me  in  a  toast:  To  the  good  fortune  of 
President  Karamanlis,  to  the  many  times 
throughout  history  our  two  countries  have 
inspired  and  supported  each  other,  and  to 
the  deep  friendship,  the  real  and  lasting 
friendship,  between  our  peoples.  And  may 
God  bless  Greeks  and  the  American  people 
as  well. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:50  p.m.  in 
the  dining  room  at  the  Presidential  Palace. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Athens,  Greece 
July  19,  1991 


Acropolis  Tour 

Q.  Mr.  President,  President  Assad  said 
that  he’s  pushing  your  deal - 

The  President  No,  Jim  (Jim  Miklaszewski, 
NBC  News],  hey,  this  is  a  history  tour. 

Q,  - y0ur  offer  on  Mideast  peace  talks. 

Do  you  have  any  reaction  to  that  this  morn¬ 
ing? 

The  President  At  an  appropriate  time, 
yes.  But  this  is  not  the  place. 

Q.  How  do  you  like  this  place?  [Laughter] 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  Secretary  Baker? 

The  President  It’s  marvelous,  and  I  think 
we’re  getting  to  do  what  a  lot  of  Americans, 
most  Americans,  would  like  to  do,  just  get  a 
taste  of  this  history.  I’ll  tell  you,  it’s  fantas¬ 
tic,  marvelous. 

Q.  Is  that  what  you  mean  when  you  say 
“the  American  dream”?  Is  this  not  it? 

The  President  Democracy  is  the  Ameri¬ 
can  dream,  and  it  started  right  here.  So,  we 
see  these  marvelous  symbols  of  Greece’s 


past.  But  all  of  this  is  just  so  impressive. 

Q.  How  important  is  culture  in  your  life? 

Q.  No  reaction  this  morning - 

The  President  Third  trip  for  me.  But  you 
just  feel  a  great  sense  of  wonder  every  time 
you  come  here. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Any  reaction  at  all,  sir,  to  the  news 
from - 

The  President  I’d  rather  not  now,  but  it 
looks — I  mean,  I  must  say  it’s  very  encour¬ 
aging.  I  don’t  want  to  divert  this  into  a 
press  conference,  but  as  we  said  earlier, 
there  were  positive  aspects.  And  what  I’ve 
heard  from  the  Secretary  is  all  positive  so 
far.  So,  we’ll  see  where  we  go. 

We’re  talking  about  this  Middle  East  initi¬ 
ative  now  and  the  Syrian  response,  which  is 
quite  encouraging.  Secretary  Baker  is  really 
working  hard  on  this.  He’s  over  there  plow¬ 
ing  away. 
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Visit  to  Greece 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  you  had  some  time, 
what  else  would  you  like  to  visit  in  Greece? 

The  President.  Well,  I’d  like  to  visit  every 
Greek  isle.  [Laughter]  I  might  have  to  wait 
until  I  get  out  of  this  job  to  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  protests  last 
night,  Mr.  President? 

The  President.  No,  didn’t  see  a  thing.  It 
was  a  tranquil  and  very,  very  pleasant 
evening.  And  I  guess  this  is  another  time  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  for  his  hospitality,  and  it’s  wonderful. 
And  I  meant  yesterday  what  I  said  about 
U.S.-Greek  relations.  So,  this  is  kind  of  the 
icing  on  the  cake.  But  yesterday  was,  as  far 
as  we  were  concerned,  fantastic. 

Let  me  say  this:  Anyplace  an  American 
President  goes,  whether  it’s  in  Chicago, 
Dallas,  San  Francisco,  New  York,  or  Athens, 
we’re  bound  to  stir  up  a  little  interest.  But 
that’s  some  of  what  democracy  is  about.  We 
don’t  worry  about  all  that.  And  let  the 
people  that  are  in  charge  of  it  handle  it.  It’s 
all  going  very  well  indeed,  thank  you. 

It  doesn’t  concern  me  one  bit.  I  mean, 
what  we  say,  “goes  with  the  territory.”  And 
so,  if  there  was  some  disturbance  yesterday, 
no,  that’s  part  of  people’s  right  to  get  out 
and  say  what  they  think,  but  as  long  as  they 
do  it  peacefully.  It’s  the  same  way  in  our 
country,  so  we  have  no  problems. 

Cyprus 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  say  you  have 
some  ideas  about  Cyprus,  are  you  advanc¬ 
ing  a  proposal  of  your  own? 

The  President  No,  I  answered  that  one 
yesterday,  Charles  [Charles  Bierbauer, 


Cable  News  Network].  I’m  not  sure  you 
were  there  yesterday  at  the  press  confer¬ 
ence.  And  I  would  use  the  word  “catalyst.” 
The  United  States  cannot  dictate  terms,  but 
we  can  express  a  keen  interest  in  being 
helpful.  And  I  will  be  discussing  that  a  little 
further  today,  and  then  we’ll  see  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  I  go  and  talk  to  my  friend  Mr. 
Ozal.  We’ve  got  two  strong  leaders  in 
Greece  and  in  Turkey.  And  I  expect  that — 
you  know,  they  feel  and  I  feel  there’s  an 
opportunity.  So,  that’s  about  all  I  was  talk¬ 
ing  about  yesterday.  Yet,  it’s  important. 

Q.  Are  you  taking  anything  specific,  new 
from  here  to  Mr.  Ozal? 

The  President.  Hey,  listen,  I  want  to  talk 
about  this,  a  little  history.  I’d  like  to  give 
you  guys  a  history  lecture,  but  you  all  want 
to  talk  about  something  else. 

Acropolis  Tour 

Q.  What  impresses  you  the  most  about  it? 

The  President.  I  refer  all  questions  to  my 
man  Sig. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  it  before,  Mr.  President? 

Q.  How  important  is  culture  in  your  life? 

The  President.  In  my  life?  Look  at  my 
wife,  and  you  can  tell  it’s — we  talk  about 
this  all  the  time. 

Q.  Had  you  visited  here  before? 

The  President  Yes,  twice. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  8:15  a.m. 
during  a  tour  of  the  Acropolis.  In  the  ex¬ 
change,  the  following  persons  were  referred 
to:  President  Hafiz  al-Assad  of  Syria;  Presi¬ 
dent  Turgut  Ozal  of  Turkey;  and  Sigmund 
A.  Rogich,  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Public  Events  and  Initiatives. 


Remarks  at  the  Greek- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  Breakfast 
in  Athens,  Greece 
July  19,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very  much.  And  thank  you 
for  that  warm  welcome  and  the  welcome 
from  various  members  of  this  association 
that  I  see  all  around  the  hall  here.  And  let 
me  salute  Ambassador  Sotirhos,  proud  of  his 
Greek  heritage,  doing  a  fantastic  job  for  the 


United  States  of  America  here  in  Athens 
and  in  this  great  country.  And  I’m  proud  of 
him,  I’m  proud  of  his  wife,  and  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  job  he  is  doing  for  all  of  us. 

And  may  I  salute  Mr.  Petsiavas  and  Mr. 
Ioannou  and  Mr.  Tsomokos  and  the  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Greek  and  foreign  diplomatic 
corps  who  are  with  us  today.  I  see  the  dean 
over  here.  But  others  are  here,  I  am  sure. 
And  I  just  want  to  say  again  how  pleased 
Barbara  and  I  are  to  be  here. 

If  we  look  a  little  bit  that  weVe  been 
outside,  the  answer  is,  we  have.  We  had  a 
fantastic  visit  up  at  the  Parthenon,  and 
there  we  had  a  chance  to  salute  2500  years 
of  democracy  and  commitment  to  individ¬ 
ual  rights. 

And  this  is  quite  a  scene,  if  you  think 
about  it.  I  notice  that  Mike  very  generously 
said  I  was  a  businessman,  but  when  he  said 
profit  and  loss,  I  thought  he  put  a  little  too 
much  emphasis  on  the  last  one.  [Laughter] 
But  far  be  it  from  me  to  be  critical.  And  he 
was  right  about  the  risk-taking  and  trying — 
which  I  think  has  given  me  a  little  more 
understanding  about  what  your  lives  are  all 
about  as  you  try  to  build  the  productivity  of 
this  country  and  the  productivity  of  our 
great  country. 

So,  it  is  quite  a  scene.  Here  we  have  a 
number  of  citizens,  accomplished  citizens 
from  many  countries,  gathered  in  the  cap¬ 
ital  of  Greece,  Athens,  in  a  hotel  run  by  an 
American  company.  And  that  certainly  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  kinds  of  ties  that  our  nations 
enjoy,  and  ties,  that  I  want  to  talk  to  you 
about  today.  I  am  sorry  I  wasn’t  here  for 
the  breakfast.  They  told  me  that  inside  the 
eggs  there  was  going  to  be  broccoli.  And  I 
decided  I’d  come  in  later — [laughter] — just 
for  the  very  end  of  all  of  this. 

But,  you  know,  we  brought  with  us  from 
England  two  gentlemen  that  are  known  to 
many  here.  For  those  that  don’t  know 
them,  I  just  want  to  single  them  out.  Sons  of 
Greece,  great  friends  of  Greece,  but  people 
who  have  joined  us  here  and  who  have 
done  great  things  for  the  United  States,  and 
I’m  talking  about  my  dear  friends  Alex 
Spanos  and  Alex  Court elis.  I’d  like  them  to 
stand  if  they’re  here.  There  they  are. 

I  single  them  out  because  really  there  are 
others,  many  others  right  in  this  room  like 
them.  There  are  many  others  in  the  United 
States  like  them.  But  they  show  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  can  translate  into  prosperity.  And  in 
many  ways  their  example  ought  to  serve  as 
a  beacon  for  Greek  businessmen  in  Greece. 
They  show  that  a  new  world  order  applies 
old  world  genius  to  new  world  realities.  So, 


Alec  and  Alex,  our  businessmen,  they 
remind  me  from  time  to  time  that  time  is 
money.  So,  in  the  interest  of  keeping  profits 
high,  I  promise  to  keep  this  morning’s  talk 
short.  I  know  that  will  come  as  a  great 
relief  to  all  of  you. 

Let  me  just  talk  a  little  bit  about  improv¬ 
ing  economic  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Greece,  and  to  express  my  sup¬ 
port,  strong  support,  for  the  economic  path 
that  Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  has  charted 
for  this  great  county.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  taken  a  giant  first  step  towards 
strengthening  the  Greek  economy  by  out¬ 
lining  some  goals  that  sound  very  familiar 
to  this  American  President.  He  wants  to  cut 
the  redtape,  privatize  the  economy,  reduce 
the  cost  and  size  of  the  public  sector,  of  the 
government  sector,  and  get  his  economy  on 
a  growth  path. 

Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  deserves  enor¬ 
mous  credit  for  working  to  lift  the  veil  that 
for  too  long  kept  Greece  out  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  economic  mainstream.  He  under¬ 
stands  that  free  markets,  not  state  manage¬ 
ment,  can  help  Greece  invigorate  its  econo¬ 
my,  reduce  its  deficit,  pay  off  its  external 
debt,  and  remain  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  European  Community. 

We  shouldn’t  underestimate,  given  the 
state  of  the  world  economy,  the  difficulty  of 
the  Prime  Minister’s  task.  We  shouldn’t  un¬ 
derestimate  its  importance  either.  So,  let 
me  just  tell  you  what  he  and  I  talked  about, 
what  I  told  him. 

First,  we  believe  in  the  reform  efforts. 
And  I  might  ask  you  to  take  a  rather  global 
look  at  this  point.  It  isn’t  simply  Greece 
that’s  moving  on  this  important  path  that  I 
have  outlined  above.  Take  a  look  at  what’s 
happening  in  Eastern  Europe.  Take  a  look 
at  the  aspirations  inside  the  Soviet  Union 
towards  privatization  and  market  reform 
and  convertibility  and  all  of  the  things  nec¬ 
essary  to  improve  the  lives  of  the  people 
through  trade.  Far  better  to  do  it  that  way 
than  through  some  aid  program  that 
screeches  to  a  halt  because  it  has  no  under¬ 
pinnings. 

So,  we’re  embarked  here  on  a  program 
that  really  make  a  difference,  this  reform 
program.  I  think  his  reforms  will  work.  I 
think  they  can  make  a  big  difference  in 
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Greece.  You  see,  we  also  believe  strongly  in 
the  benefits  of  trade.  ■  I  left  that  economic 
summit  there  in  London  more  determined 
than  ever  to  press  for  open  markets,  free 
and  fair  trade  around  the  world,  and  open 
investment  opportunities  everywhere.  This 
isn’t  to  benefit  solely  the  United  States,  and 
yes,  we  would  benefit,  but  it’s  to  benefit 
every  single  country  that  participates  in 
achieving  these  goals. 

You  see,  the  litter  of  communism  pro¬ 
vides  eloquent  testimony  to  what  happens 
when  people  forget  about  the  virtues  of 
free  enterprise  and  avoid  the  tough  disci¬ 
pline  that  competition  provides.  If  we  want 
to  make  the  most  of  the  talent  of  our 
people  in  America,  in  Greece,  in  Europe, 
and  all  around  the  world,  we  must  advance 
the  cause  of  free  and  fair  trade. 

Our  administration  remains  totally  deter- 
mined  to  reach  a  successful  conclusion  of 
the  GATT,  of  this  Uruguay  round,  and  I 
remain  optimistic  that  we  can  do  so. 

As  I  look  at  the  various  economies  around 
the  world,  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that 
Greece  would  benefit  enormously  from  a 
successful  conclusion  of  the  GATT  round. 
The  more  Greece  opens  its  markets  to  for¬ 
eign  investment  and  the  more  it  works  to 
develop  its  export  industries,  the  more 
secure  its  future  will  be.  And  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  our  trade  relationship  with  Greece 
is  growing  stronger  every  single  day.  The 
United  States  enjoys  what  I  think  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  and  strong  relationship  with  Greece. 
And  again,  I  salute  the  Prime  Minister  for 
his  key  role  in  all  of  this. 

That  relationship  should  make  a  lot  of 
people  happy.  Consider  the  bottom  line. 
U.S.  exports  to  Greece  increased  10  percent 
last  year,  and  Greek  imports  to  the  U.S. 
increased  by  $30  million.  But  you  see,  if 
you  look  at  the  big  picture — and  you  all 
understand  this — that  was  only  a  beginning. 
Our  Governments  recently  have  signed  a 
bilateral  customs  agreement,  a  new  civil 
aviation  agreement,  a  joint  declaration  on 
tourism.  And  I  believe  that  these  initiatives 
will  increase  the  number  of  commercial 
flights  between  the  nations,  speed  the  flow 
of  goods  through  customs,  and  generate 
more  tourist  business.  I  couldn’t  help  but 
stand  there — Barbara  and  I  talked  about 
this  standing  there,  just  in  the  wish  that 


many  and  all  Americans  could  someday 
share  the  joys  that  we  felt  standing  in  the 
midst  of  that  history  just  a  few  minutes  ago. 

The  Greek  and  the  U.S.  Governments  are 
cooperating  effectively  in  this  worldwide 
fight  against  terrorism,  and  this  effort’s  ob¬ 
viously  going  to  remain  a  priority  for  both 
countries.  We’re  trying  to  expand  trade  and 
investment  opportunities  for  American 
companies  that  want  to  do  business  in 
Greece.  And  we  have  worked  to  protect 
intellectual  property  rights,  patents,  copy¬ 
rights,  trademarks,  and  the  like  for  Ameri¬ 
can  firms  doing  business  in  Greece.  We 
have  worked  with  the  Government  of 
Greece  to  ensure  the  swift  and  fair  repatri¬ 
ation  of  profits.  It  has  to  happen.  And  we 
hope  to  improve  the  prospects  for  Ameri¬ 
can  firms  interested  in  bidding  on  Greek 
Government  contracts. 

This  progress— and  I’m  not  saying  there  is 
not  more  that  needs  to  be  done.  There  is. 
But  this  progress  demonstrates  that  the 
Greek  Government  is  ready  to  do  business 
with  American  companies  and  that  it  wel¬ 
comes  American  investment.  And  this  is  a 
refreshing  change.  And  it  explains  why,  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  a  decade,  OPIC, 
the  Overseas  Private  Investment  Corpora¬ 
tion,  can  offer  insurance  and  financing  for 
private-sector  investment  projects.  The  in¬ 
vestment  climate  here  seems  more  hospita¬ 
ble  than  ever  for  Americans. 

And  now  the  United  States  needs  to  take 
advantage  of  the  welcome  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  given  us.  So,  as  I  announced 
yesterday  in  my  speech  to  the  legislature,  I 
have  asked  Commerce  Secretary  Bob  Mos- 
bacher,  known  to  many  in  this  room,  to 
lead  a  Presidential  trade  and  investment 
mission  to  Greece  this  autumn.  That  mis¬ 
sion  can  persuade  even  more  American 
businesses  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportu¬ 
nities  that  are  already  here  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  will  be  here  in  the  future. 

In  the  days  and  months  ahead,  our  Gov¬ 
ernments  will  continue  working  to  improve 
economic  relations  and  eliminate  these  ob¬ 
stacles  to  growth.  But  in  the  end,  good  busi¬ 
ness  is  common  sense,  and  common  sense 
ought  to  guide  us  as  we  work  to  build  a 
more  prosperous  future. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  think,  as  you 
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look  at  this  country  and  our  country,  things 
look  good.  In  the  United  States,  as  everyone 
here  knows,  we’ve  been  facing  substantial, 
tremendous  economic  problems.  Our  coun¬ 
try  has  been  in  recession,  albeit  by  histori¬ 
cal  standards  statistically  rather  mild.  But 
some  of  our  people  have  been  hurting  be¬ 
cause  of  this  recession.  Most  of  the  indica¬ 
tors  now  are  that  the  recession  is  over  and 
that  growth  is  beginning.  And  it’s  my  own 
view  that  if  that  growth  pattern  continues, 
and  I  think  it  will,  this  will  benefit  business¬ 
es  all  around  the  world.  The  dynamism  and 
the  size  of  the  American  economy  relates  to 
economies  of  small  countries  and  medium¬ 
sized  countries  all  around  the  globe. 

So,  we  are  more  optimistic  today  about 
the  economies  at  home.  I  must  tell  you,  as 
President,  I  think  it’s  tremendously  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  keep  a  vigil  out.  Last  year, 
about  this  time,  I  lost  about  4  quarts  of 
blood  fighting  with  Congress  on  a  budget 
agreement.  But  I  can  tell  you  that  the  re¬ 
sults  of  that  budget  agreement,  controver¬ 
sial  though  it  may  have  been,  painful 
though  it  may  have  been,  we  now  have 
caps,  real  caps,  on  Government  spending.  It 
is  fine  for  me  to  come  to  Greece  and  lec¬ 
ture  the  Greeks  about  how  they  ought  to 
control  the  Government  sector.  But  we’d 
better  do  something  about  it  ourselves  in 
the  United  States.  And  so,  we  have  put 
caps,  real  caps  that  are  holding,  on  our  own 
spending.  And  I  think  that  will  result  in  the 
Government  sector  getting  more  under 
control  and  freeing  up  the  private  sector,  as 
our  economy  recovers,  to  do  the  dynamic 
things  that  only  private  enterprise  can  take 
care  of. 

So,  I  am  going  to  fight  for  those  caps.  I 
am  going  to  keep  them  on.  And  I  don’t  care 
how  much  blood  it  takes  in  the  future,  I  am 
not  going  to  let  the  Congress  take  them  and 
let  us  go  back  to  reckless  Government 
spending  that  hurts  the  enterprise  and 
hurts  the  American  people. 

And  so,  as  one  firm  says,  I  am  bullish  on 
America — and  I’m  not  advertising  for  one 
firm  against  some  of  the  others  I  see  around 
here — but  I  have  reason  to  be.  And  let  me 
just  tell  you  something  very  personally.  This 
is  a  fantastic  and  challenging  time,  reward¬ 
ing  time  to  be  President  of  the  greatest  and 
freest  country  on  the  face  of  the  Earth.  As 


you  look  around  the  world  and  you  see 
what’s  happened  in  Eastern  Europe;  as  you 
see  the  changes  that  are  already  beginning 
to  take  hold  in  the  gigantic  Soviet  Union;  as 
you  see  our  own  hemisphere,  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  with  all  but  one  country 
moving  down  democracy’s  path;  as  you  take 
a  look  at  Asia  and  the  dynamic  trade  rela¬ 
tionships  that  we  have  with  Asia  and  that 
they  are  continuing  to  grow — we  remain,  in 
spite  of  our  affinity  and  affection  for  the 
people  of  Greece  and  Europe,  we  are  also  a 
Pacific  power,  and  you  see  those  trade  rela¬ 
tionships  strengthening — I  can  tell  you,  it  is 
an  enormously  rewarding  time,  in  spite  of 
the  problems  we  face,  to  be  President  of 
the  United  States. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  the  action  that 
we  took  collectively  with  allies — and  I  will 
always  be  grateful  to  Greece  for  their  par¬ 
ticipation — the  action  we  took  against 
Saddam  Hussein  gave  the  United  States  a 
new  respect  and  credibility  around  the 
world.  And  I  am  very  grateful,  obviously,  to 
the  men  and  women  who  served  under  our 
banner.  But  the  other  day  I  had  a  chance  to 
reward  the  French  general,  the  British  gen¬ 
eral  with  high  honors,  expressing  our  appre¬ 
ciation  that  this  was  not  a  United  States 
unilateral  move.  It  was  a  revitalized  United 
Nations,  and  it  brought  together  Greece 
and  the  United  States  and  Turkey  and 
many  other  countries  who  stood  up 
against — for  a  common  purpose,  and  that 
purpose  is  aggression,  bullying,  one  neigh¬ 
bor  against  another,  will  not  stand.  It  did 
not  stand.  And  we’ve  set  a  principle  out 
there  for  the  world.  It  will  not  stand  in  the 
future.  And  I  am  very  grateful  to  everybody 
that  participated. 

And  so,  that  achievement  of  that  common 
purpose  of  turning  back  aggression  from  a 
bullying  and  brutal  dictator  now  leads  us  to 
what  I  call  a  possibility  of  a  new  world 
order.  And  let  me  just  assure  you — this  isn’t 
on  the  subject  of  commerce,  it’s  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  political  rivalries,  it’s  on  the  subject 
of  world  peace — that  we  will  use  every  bit 
of  this  newfound  political  power  or  this 
worldwide  credibility  to  do  our  best  to 
bring  peace  to  the  historically  troubled  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  world. 

As  you  see  the  changes  that  are  taking 
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place  in  your  sphere,  and  then  you  couple 
those  with  the  changes  that  are  taking  place 
in  the  political  sphere,  I  think  we  all  con¬ 
clude  that  we  have  an  historic  opportunity. 
I  must  tell  you,  I  felt  very  strongly  about 
that  when  I  sat  down  with  Mikhail  Gorba¬ 
chev  the  other  day  in  London.  They  are 
trying.  They’ve  got  enormous  economic 
problems.  But  we  sat  there,  and  we  final¬ 
ized  a  strategic  arms  reduction  treaty,  the 
first  time  that  we  have  been  able  to  signifi¬ 
cantly  reduce  the  destabilization  of  the 
world  through  intercontinental  ballistic  mis¬ 
siles.  It  is  a  wonderful  achievement,  not  just 
for  the  American  people,  not  just  for  the 
people  in  the  Soviet  Union,  for  I  think  it 
reflects  on  everybody  in  Greece,  the  feeling 
that  we  can  curtail  the  unprofitability  that 
goes  into  these  massive  arms  and  then 
bring  the  power  of  private  enterprise  to 
bear,  helping  the  people  of  the  country 
around  the  world.  These  are  exciting  times. 
These  are  not  times  to  be  pessimistic  about 
the  world  in  which  we  live. 

And  so,  things  do  look  good.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  this  great  country  and  the  Prime 
Minister  have  felt,  as  we’re  back  to  bilateral 
relations  now,  have  helped  forge  what  is  a 
new  beginning  here,  a  new  beginning  to  an 
old  friendship.  And  so,  my  challenge  to  you 
all  is  let’s  make  things  even  better. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  inviting  me  this 
morning.  I  had  a  good  shot  of  your  strong 
coffee  next  door,  which  added  to  the  warm 
welcome  here,  I  might  add.  And  now  Bar¬ 
bara  and  I  have  the  thrill  of  doing  what  I 


am  sure  everyone  here  has  done,  go  to 
Crete.  This  for  us  will  be  a  first  time, 
though  this  visit  to  Athens  was  not  the  first 
for  either  of  us.  It’s  been  fantastic. 

But  I  think  we  will  take  away  a  lot  of 
things  with  us  when  we  leave  after  this 
very  short  visit  to  Greece.  But  we  won’t 
ever  forget  the  warm  reception.  We  won’t 
forget  this  meeting,  because  as  you  look 
around  the  room  and  see  the  numbers,  you 
keep  in  mind  the  world  opportunity  that 
private  business  brings. 

And  so,  thank  you  all.  And  may  God  bless 
Greece,  but  may  God  bless  the  United 
States  of  America.  Thank  you  very  much. 
Thank  you  all.  Thank  you  all  very  much.  It’s 
a  pleasure  to  be  with  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:55  a.m.  in 
the  ballroom  of  the  Intercontinental  Hotel. 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  US.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  Greece  Michael  G.  Sotirhos  and  his 
wife,  Estelle;  Greek  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  officials  Dimi trios  Petsiavas  and 
Costas  Ioannou,  presidents,  and  Symeon 
Tsomokos,  director  general;  Sheikh  Abdul¬ 
lah  Al-Malhooq,  Saudi  Arabian  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  Greece  and  dean  of  the  diplomatic 
corps  in  Greece;  Alexander  G.  Spa  nos,  presi¬ 
dent  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  San  Diego  Chargers  football 
team;  Alec  Courtelis,  Florida  Republican 
Party  finance  chairman;  and  Gen.  Michel 
Roquejeoffre  of  France  and  Sir  Peter  de  la 
Billiere  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  were 
awarded  the  Legion  of  Merit  for  their  roles 
in  the  Persian  Gulf  crisis. 


Nomination  of  Parker  W.  Borg  To 

Burma 

July  19,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Parker  W.  Borg,  of  Minne¬ 
sota,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to 
be  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
the  Union  of  Burma  (Myanmar).  He  would 
succeed  Burton  Levin. 


Be  United  States  Ambassador  to 


Since  1989  Mr.  Borg  has  served  as  Princi¬ 
pal  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  the 
Bureau  of  International  Narcotics  Matters  at 
the  Department  of  State.  Prior  to  this  Mr. 
Borg  served  as  Deputy  and  Acting  Coordi¬ 
nator  at  the  Bureau  of  International  Com¬ 
munications  and  Information  Policy  at  the 
Department  of  State,  1987-1989;  as  a  senior 
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fellow  at  the  Center  for  Strategic  and  Inter¬ 
national  Studies,  1986-1987;  and  Deputy  to 
the  Director  of  the  Office  for  Counterter¬ 
rorism,  1984-1986.  From  1981  to  1984  he 
served  as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Mali.  He  served  in  various  posi¬ 
tions  at  the  State  Department  and  in  the 


Foreign  Service,  1965-1981. 

Mr.  Borg  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Col¬ 
lege  (A.B.,  1961)  and  Cornell  University 
(M.P.A.,  1965).  He  was  born  May  25,  1939, 
in  Minneapolis,  MN.  Mr.  Borg  is  married, 
has  three  children,  and  resides  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 


Nomination  of  James  F.  Dobbins  To  Be  United  States 
Representative  to  the  European  Community  With  the  Rank  of 
Ambassador 
July  19,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  James  F.  Dobbins,  of  New 
York,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  as 
Representative  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  the  European  Communities, 
with  the  rank  and  status  of  Ambassador  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Plenipotentiary.  He  would 
succeed  Thomas  Michael  Tolliver  Niles. 

Currently  Mr.  Dobbins  serves  as  Acting 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  European 
and  Canadian  Affairs  at  the  Department  of 
State  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  he 
served  as  Principal  Deputy  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  European  and  Canadian 
Affairs,  1989-1991;  Minister  and  Deputy 


Chief  of  Mission  in  the  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Bonn,  Germany,  1985-1989;  Deputy  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  of  State  for  European  Affairs, 
1982-1985;  and  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Theater  Military  Policy  in  the  Politico-Mili¬ 
tary  Bureau  at  the  Department  of  State, 
1981-1982.  Mr.  Dobbins  served  in  various 
capacities  at  the  State  Department  and  in 
the  Foreign  Service,  1967-1981. 

Mr.  Dobbins  graduated  from  the  George¬ 
town  University  School  of  Foreign  Service 
(BSFS,  1963).  He  was  born  May  31,  1942,  in 
New  York,  NY.  Mr.  Dobbins  served  in  the 
U.S.  Navy,  1963-1967.  He  is  married,  has 
two  children,  and  resides  in  Washington, 
DC. 


Remarks  to  United  States  and  Greek  Armed  Forces  in  Souda  Bay, 
Crete 

July  19,  1991 


Warm  up  here.  Take  this  off — I  will  now 
take  off  my  Air  Force  jacket,  my  Navy 
necktie,  and  go  to  work. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  thank  you,  sir,  for 
your  wonderful  words.  And  may  I  first 
salute  the  visiting  dignitaries,  members  of 
our  Armed  Forces,  members  of  the  Greek 
Government,  our  hosts  and  hostesses,  and 
especially  those  who  serve  in  the  Armed 
Forces  of  Greece  and  the  United  States.  I’m 
just  delighted  to  visit  this  historic  island, 
this  land  of  memory  and  myth.  And  I’m 


deeply  honored  to  meet  today  the  officers 
and  crew  of  these  two  proud  ships,  the 
Limnos  and  the  U.S.S.  De  Wert 

Before  I  go  any  further,  let  me  also  salute 
the  support  team  right  here  at  Souda  Bay. 
There’s  at  least  seven  of  them  here  in  the 
front  row.  [Laughter]  Let  me  put  it  in  per¬ 
spective.  In  the  months  since  last  August 
2d,  Souda  serviced  97  ships,  loaded  and  un¬ 
loaded  13,090  tons  of  cargo,  handled  31,000 
flights,  pumped  4 ¥2  million  pounds  of  jet 
fuel.  Souda  has  run  round-the-clock  at 
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break-neck  pace.  Operating  at  3,  4,  and  500 
percent  above  normal,  day  after  day  Souda 
Bay  was  called  on  to  keep  the  supply  lines 
moving,  and  day  after  day  Souda  Bay  did  its 
duty  with  distinction. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  touring  Limnos  a 
few  minutes  ago,  speaking  to  some  of  her 
sailors.  And  let  me  say  to  all,  and  to  you 
especially,  Mr.  Prime  Minister:  My  visit  to 
your  great  country  would  not  be  complete 
without  an  opportunity  to  thank  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Greek  Armed  Forces,  a  key 
member  of  our  coalition.  Greece  stood  with 
us  from  the  very  first  moments  of  Desert 
Shield  to  the  final  victory  in  Desert  Storm. 
And  we  are  very  grateful  to  each  and  every 
one  of  you. 

Flying  in  today,  looking  down  as  we  came 
in  over  Souda  Bay  put  me  in  mind  of  my 
own  Navy  days  many,  many  years  ago.  But 
how  things  have  changed  dramatically  and, 
I  might  add,  for  the  better.  I  mentioned  a 
moment  ago  my  visit  to  Limnos.  Let  me 
speak  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.S.S. 
De  Wert  “Daring,  dauntless,  defiant,”  that 
is  your  motto.  The  proud  legacy  of  De  Wert 
carries  with  it  wherever  she  sails.  And  it’s  a 
special  pleasure  to  meet  you  all  here,  so  far 
from  home  and  hearth,  to  bring  you  on 
behalf  of  friends  and  family,  on  behalf  of  all 
Americans  a  Nation’s  heartfelt  thanks. 

A  larger  task  unites  the  De  Wert  and  the 
Limnos  and  the  two  nations  they  represent. 
And  2,000  years  ago,  Thucydides  wrote: 
“Freedom,  if  we  hold  fast  to  it,  will  ulti¬ 
mately  restore  our  losses.  But  submission 
will  mean  the  permanent  loss  of  all  that  we 
value.  To  you  who  call  yourselves  men  of 
peace,  I  say  you  are  not  safe  unless  you 
have  men  of  action  at  your  side.”  And 
today,  just  as  these  two  ships  are  moored 
stern  to  stern,  so,  too,  the  key  to  keeping 
our  nations  secure  remains  the  Atlantic  alli¬ 
ance. 


I  am  pleased  to  announce  today,  during 
this  visit,  a  series  of  initiatives  designed  to 
strengthen  U.S.-Greek  security  and  to  help 
modernize  the  Greek  Armed  Forces.  First, 
I  have  expressed  to  Prime  Minister  Mitsota- 
kis  our  readiness  to  lease  your  country  two 
Knox-c\&ss  frigates  for  the  Hellenic  Navy. 
Secondly,  we  will  accelerate  the  delivery  of 
10  F-4E  aircraft  to  Greece  this  summer, 
with  an  additional  IS  to  follow  in  the 
autumn.  And  finally,  we  plan  to  transfer  to 
Greece,  from  existing  NATO  stocks,  a  large 
number  of  tanks  and  artillery  that  will 
measurably  increase  Greece’s  defensive  ca¬ 
pabilities. 

Each  of  these  steps  reaffirms  our  close 
and  critical  defense  relationship  with  our 
valued  NATO  ally,  Greece.  Our  support  for 
Greece’s  security  will  not  waver.  Greece  re¬ 
mains  a  valued  ally,  and  our  friendship  with 
Greece  remains  part  of  our  destiny.  The 
United  States  remains  committed  to  helping 
Greece  maintain  its  ability  to  perform  its 
vital  NATO  missions.  Greece  can  be  certain 
that  U.S.  support  will  remain  steadfast  and 
strong. 

So  once  again,  may  I  thank  you  for  your 
warm  welcome  and  for  your  service  to  the 
cause  of  peace.  And  may  I  say,  may  God 
bless  the  U.S.  Navy,  the  Greek  Navy,  those 
who  serve  aboard  Limnos  and  De  Wert 
And  now  I  would  like  to  hand  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  Nikitiadis  of  the  Limnos  a 
small  token:  It’s  the  flag  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  United  States  Armed  Forces. 
And  I’m  delighted  to  hand  it  to  you,  sir,  in 
commemoration  of  this  visit. 

Thank  you  all  very  much.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:25  p.m.  at 
the  Souda  Bay  naval  facility.  In  his  re¬ 
marks,  he  referred  to  Constantinos  Nikitia¬ 
dis,  commanding  officer  of  the  Greek  naval 
ship  ‘Limnos.  ” 


Remarks  at  the  Arrival  Ceremony  in  Ankara,  Turkey 
July  20,  1991 

President  Ozal  and  Prime  Minister  bara  and  I  are  very  grateful  for  this  gener- 
Yilmaz,  Your  Excellencies,  my  friends.  Bar-  ous  reception  and  for  the  chance  to  be  here 
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in  Turkey.  Having  heard  all  our  lives  about 
Turkish  hospitality,  I  can  say  just  from  this 
initial  impression  that  reports  of  its  warmth 
have  not  been  exaggerated. 

Thirty-two  years  ago  when  President  Ei¬ 
senhower  visited  Turkey,  he  was  greeted  by 
a  roaring  crowd  and  thousands  hailed  him 
in  the  streets,  cheering  not  merely  America 
but  also  our  shared  values  and  ideals.  One 
sign  in  particular  touched  him.  It  read: 
“Welcome  to  your  second  home.”  And 
today  I  already  feel  as  President  Eisenhow¬ 
er  did,  that  Turkey  is  a  second  home.  And  I 
say  that  not  merely  because  of  your  famed 
hospitality  but  because  of  these  common 
ideals  and  interests.  Turkish- American 
friendship  reaches  back  as  far  as  the  late 
18th  century.  And  we’ve  forged  close  ties 
through  trade  and  commerce,  military  co¬ 
operation,  and  above  all,  a  vision  expressed 
by  your  great  leader  Ataturk  that  the  voice 
of  the  government  must  speak  the  words  of 
its  people. 

And  recently,  Mr.  President,  your  people 
proved  that  friendship  anew.  Or  as  the 
Turkish  proverb  says:  Good  friends  become 
apparent  on  black  days.  When  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  invaded  Kuwait,  Turkey  acted  coura¬ 
geously  to  ensure  that  aggression  would  not 
stand.  And  as  the  whole  world  knows,  the 
international  coalition  could  not  have 
achieved  the  liberation  of  Kuwait  without 
Turkey’s  pivotal  contributions.  Because  we 
were  resolute  against  naked  aggression,  our 
nations  stand  together  now  at  the  dawning 
of  a  new  world  order. 

Over  the  next  2  days  in  Ankara  and  his¬ 
toric  Istanbul,  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
discuss  our  future  with  you,  with  your 
Prime  Minister,  and  with  the  Turkish 
people.  Well  talk  of  regional  disputes,  envi¬ 
ronmental  challenges,  and  Turkey’s  eco¬ 
nomic  reforms,  reforms  that  have  helped 
you  build  a  foundation  for  lasting  prosperi¬ 
ty.  And  here  let  us  strengthen  our  develop¬ 
ing  strategic  relationship  by  agreeing  to 
closer  consultations  on  the  vital  political 
issues  we  face,  building  expanded  security 


ties,  and  establishing  a  much  more  vigorous 
economic  dialog. 

But  let  us  not  stop  there.  Let  us  broaden 
contacts  between  the  Turkish  and  Ameri¬ 
can  people  so  that,  in  science  and  medicine, 
the  environment  and  education,  technology 
and  trade,  culture  and  human  rights,  we 
might  understand  each  other  better  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  that  connect  us. 

And  as  I’ve  just  come  from  Greece,  let’s 
talk  about  ways  of  building  a  path  to  peace 
on  Cyprus  and  making  possible  the  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  Turkey  and  Greece. 

For  40  years,  Turkey’s  been  an  integral 
part  of  the  West.  And  recently  you’ve 
helped  the  Iron  Curtain  fall  from  Eastern 
Europe,  spurring  democracy  abroad  just  as 
you’ve  worked  hard  to  build  it  at  home.  I 
firmly  believe  the  years  ahead  will  lead  to 
even  stronger  and  broader  U.S.-Turkish  ties, 
and  we  look  forward  to  laying  the  founda¬ 
tions  for  the  future  by  maintaining  the  alli¬ 
ance  that  has  served  us  so  well. 

A  Turkish  proverb  reads:  A  shared  cup  of 
coffee  results  in  40  years  of  memories.  Well, 
Mr.  President,  our  conversations  can  result 
in  deeds  and  dreams  that  literally  will  in¬ 
spire  future  generations.  So,  over  the  next  2 
days  in  your  great  country,  let’s  have  no 
fear,  as  Ataturk  said,  of  speaking  the  truth. 
Indeed,  let’s  use  the  truth  to  attain  the 
stable  peace  and  greater  prosperity  that  this 
nation,  this  region,  and  our  world  deserve. 

And  again,  sir,  to  my  friend  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  let  me  thank  you  for  this  magnificent 
reception.  To  all  the  officials  of  the  Turkish 
Government  and  the  court  and  all  the  lead¬ 
ers  here  today,  thank  you,  too.  And  may 
God  bless  your  great  country,  and  ours,  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well.  Thank 
you. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  11:02  a.m, 
upon  his  arrival  at  Esenboga  Airport,  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  President  Turgut 
Ozal  and  Prime  Minister  Mesut  Yilmaz  of 
Turkey,  and  Kemal  Ataturk,  founder  of  the 
modern  Turkish  Republic. 
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The  President’s  News  Conference  With  President  Turgut  Ozal  of 
Turkey  in  Ankara 
July  20,  1991 


President  Ozal.  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
having  just  completed  the  main  part  of  our 
talks  which  covered  a  wide  range  of  issues, 
President  Bush  and  I  are  now  ready  to  face 
what  might  turn  out  to  be  the  most  delicate 
part  of  our  program,  taking  on  the  press. 
[Laughter]  I  will  now  make  a  short  intro¬ 
ductory  statement,  which  I  believe  will  be 
followed  by  one  of  President  Bush  later.  We 
will  be  glad  to  take  your  questions. 

As  your  background  briefs  probably  note, 
this  is  the  second  visit  to  Turkey  by  an 
American  President,  and  the  first  one  since 
1959.  This  alone  makes  President  Bush’s 
presence  an  honor  and  historic  occasion.  On 
a  personal  basis,  my  wife  and  I  are  particu¬ 
larly  happy  to  be  able  to  reciprocate  the 
warm  hospitality  that  was  accorded  to  us  by 
President  and  Mrs.  Bush  during  our  visit  to 
United  States. 

You  all  know  that  during  the  recent 
months  President  Bush  and  myself  consult¬ 
ed  each  other  frequently,  and  on  occasions, 
almost  daily.  Although  these  consultations 
dealt  with  the  immediate  concern  of  those 
days,  they  nevertheless  underline  the  unity 
of  course  and  parallelism  of  approach  be¬ 
tween  our  two  countries.  During  my  last 
visit  to  the  United  States,  we  had  intense 
discussions  in  the  relaxed  atmosphere  and 
seclusion  of  Camp  David.  There  we  came 
to  recognize  that  our  longstanding  relations 
and  cooperation  have  reached  strategic  di¬ 
mensions  which  offered  our  nations  real 
possibilities.  We  decided  that  we  should 
work  together  and  turn  these  possibilities 
into  lasting  benefits. 

Today  we  went  further  on  these  issues. 
We  noted  that  the  friendship  and  coopera¬ 
tion  that  exist  between  our  two  countries 
not  only  serve  our  interests  on  the  bilateral 
level  but  also  constitute  an  essential  ele¬ 
ment  of  the  broader  partnership  between 
the  United  States  and  Europe  as  a  whole. 
It’s  clear  that  Turkey’s  taking  its  rightful 
place  in  European  integration  will  have  im¬ 
portant  implications  on  the  stability  of  re¬ 
gions  neighboring  Turkey  and  ultimately  on 


the  peace  and  stability  of  Europe  and  the 
world. 

These  call  for  a  deepening  of  our  political 
dialog.  We  agreed  that  while  the  recent  de¬ 
velopments  in  the  European  security  envi¬ 
ronment  allow  for  a  more  effective  pursuit 
of  dialog  and  cooperation  as  a  means  for 
enhancing  security,  an  adequate  defense 
posture  is  still  an  essential  element  in  facing 
prevailing  uncertainties  and  instabilities. 
Accordingly,  the  United  States  has  a  keen 
interest  in  the  modernization  of  the  Turkish 
Armed  Forces. 

On  the  economic  front,  we  both  believe 
that  free  trade  should  be  the  driving  force 
in  our  commercial  ties  and  that  there  is  a 
need  for  enhancing  and  diversifying  our 
economic  relations  through  increased  and 
balanced  trade  and  greater  United  States 
investments  and  joint  ventures  in  Turkey. 
Furthermore,  we  are  convinced  that  the 
scope  of  our  relations  would  be  incomplete 
if  cooperation  areas  such  as  education,  sci¬ 
ence,  health,  technology,  and  culture  are 
neglected. 

The  strategic  dimension  that  our  relations 
have  already  reached  and  the  agenda  we 
have  set  for  the  future  necessitate  arrange¬ 
ments  for  an  institutional  framework  which 
will  enable  us  to  monitor  the  progress  that 
we  hope  to  achieve.  This  is  why  we  have 
decided  to  set  up  a  permanent  mechanism 
for  consultations  which  will  bring  together 
our  high  level  officials  on  a  regular  basis. 
Different  groups,  each  asked  to  deal  with  a 
different  field  of  cooperation,  will  meet  as 
needed,  but  at  least  once  a  year,  and  work 
to  further  our  ties.  A  steering  group  co¬ 
chaired  by  the  under  secretaries  of  the 
Turkish  Foreign  Ministry  and  the  U.S.  State 
Department  will  be  created  to  monitor  and 
report  the  progress  achieved.  This  group 
will  meet  twice  a  year. 

As  you  might  expect,  we  also  discussed 
the  question  of  Cyprus.  I  confirmed  that 
Turkey  is  fully  committed  to  a  negotiated 
settlement  mutually  acceptable  to  the  Turk¬ 
ish  Cypriot  and  the  Greek  Cypriot  peoples 
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of  the  island;  and  that  political  equality,  bi- 
communality,  bizonality,  and  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  Turkey’s  effective  guarantee  are 
essential  to  a  just  and  viable  peace  there. 

I  emphasized  that  U.N.  Security  Council 
Resolution  649  provided  the  necessary 
framework  for  such  a  settlement  and  that 
the  quadripartite  meeting  I  suggested  re¬ 
cently,  to  be  held  in  accordance  with  the 
political  equality  of  the  two  Cypriot  parties, 
could  provide  the  much-needed  turning 
point. 

In  summary,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
press,  this  has  been  a  most  fruitful  visit.  I 
hope  and  pray  that  what  we,  as  the  heads  of 
state  of  our  countries,  have  set  out  to  ac¬ 
complish  today  will  be  for  the  good  of  our 
nations  and  constitute  a  milestone  in  our 
longstanding  ties. 

Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  And  I’m  in  Turkey  to  pay  my  respects 
to  this  great  nation  with  which  my  country 
has  been  so  close  for  so  many  years. 

President  Ozal  and  I  have  had  excellent 
talks  today.  He  is  a  courageous  leader  who 
has  gained  great  credit  and  stature  for 
Turkey  in  the  world.  And  I  was  also 
pleased,  if  I  might  say  so,  to  meet  at  his 
house,  his  residence,  with  Turkey’s  very  im¬ 
pressive  new  young  Prime  Minister,  Mesut 
Yilmaz,  and  I  want  to  thank  him  over  here 
for  the  time  he  gave  me  for  fruitful  talks  as 
well. 

We  value  Turkey’s  NATO  partnership,  its 
commitment  to  democracy,  and  its  integral 
position  in  the  Western  community.  And 
Turkey  played  a  critical  role,  as  we  all 
know,  in  the  international  coalition  that  lib¬ 
erated  Kuwait,  valiantly  serving  our 
common  interests  in  a  lawful  international 
order  and  a  stable  region. 

President  Ozal  and  Mr.  Prime  Minister, 
thank  you  for  today’s  work.  All  three  of  us 
agreed  today  to  build  a  new  strategic  rela¬ 
tionship  based  on  closer  political,  security, 
and  yes,  economic  links.  In  this  spirit,  the 
United  States  supports  Turkey’s  military 
modernization,  including  its  160-plane  F-16 
development  program.  And  we  have 
pledged  to  expand  our  trade  and  invest¬ 
ment,  a  point  very  important  to  both  coun¬ 
tries,  and  to  develop  new  avenues  of  coop¬ 
eration  in  a  lot  of  fields:  education,  environ¬ 


ment,  science  and  technology,  medicine, 
and  others. 

And  finally,  I  believe  that  an  opportunity 
may  exist  for  progress  on  the  Cyprus  prob¬ 
lem.  And  the  United  States  is  committed  to 
support  the  efforts  of  the  U.N.  Secretary- 
General  in  whatever  way  we  can.  And  I’m 
also  convinced  that  the  Turkish  leadership 
is  serious  about  building  new  and  better  ties 
with  the  Greek  government  of  my  friend 
Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis. 

And  let  me  close,  Mr.  President,  with 
saying  how  deeply  moved  I  was  and  Bar¬ 
bara  was,  and  I  expect  all  of  us  were,  by  the 
warmth  of  the  reception  from  the  Turkish 
people  when  we  came  in  from  the  airport. 
No  one  is  so  sophisticated  that  those  out¬ 
pourings  of  interest  in  and,  I  think,  affec¬ 
tion  for  one’s  country,  and  in  this  instance 
the  United  States,  make  a  difference.  I 
mean,  it  makes  a  tremendous  difference. 
And  I  can’t  tell  you  how  moved  and 
touched  I  was — the  little  children  all  the 
way  up  to  the  old  men  and  women  who 
greeted  us  along  the  side  of  the  road.  And  I 
think  that  started  this  visit  off  on  a  very 
high  plane. 

Thank  you,  sir. 

Turkey 

Q.  Mr.  President,  as  you  well  know,  the 
strict  adherence  of  Turkey  to  the  United 
Nations  sanctions  during  the  Gulf  crisis  and 
Gulf  war  has  had  adverse  effects  on  Turkish 
economy  and  finances.  We  realize  that 
there  are  some  long-term  technical  and 
economic  cooperation  in  the  future.  But 
could  you  tell  us  whether  this  visit  will  give 
short-term,  concrete  benefits  to  Turkey? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I’m  not  sure  of 
what  one  means  by  short-term,  concrete. 
I’m  very  pleased  at  the  commitments  made 
by  those  in  the  area.  Substantial  financial 
commitments  will  continue  or  are  in  the 
process  of  being  fulfilled.  I’m  thinking  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  Gulf  States  and  what  they’ve 
done.  I  hope  that  is  short-term. 

But  in  terms  of  the  United  States,  I  think 
we  have  an  understanding  with  the  Turks 
along  the  lines  of  my  statement  here  as  to 
what  we  can  do  to  better  enhance  each 
other  and  to  help  the  Turkish  economy.  So, 
I’d  leave  it  right  there  except  to  say  Turkey 


934 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  July  20 


did  suffer.  Many  countries  did,  that  support¬ 
ed  the  Gulf  war.  It  was  costly  to  everybody. 
But  I  think  the  price  was  worth  it  when  you 
consider  that  aggression  did  not  stand,  and 
we’ve  set  a  precedent  now  for  future  ag¬ 
gressors  so  that  they  will  travel  very,  very 
carefully. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I’d  like  to  ask  you  about 
Iraq.  There  was  renewed  fighting  this  week 
in  northern  Iraq  between  Kurdish  rebels 
and  Saddam  Hussein’s  forces.  Can  you  tell 
us,  is  that  a  matter  of  concern  for  you  and 
does  that  risk  renewed  U.S.  involvement  in 
Iraq? 

President  Bush.  Are  you  speaking  to  me 
or  to  President  Ozal?  Yes,  it’s  a  matter  of 
concern  to  us.  Anytime  there’s  a  conflagra¬ 
tion  of  that  nature,  it’s  a  matter  of  concern 
to  us.  I  understand  that  the  matter  is,  hope¬ 
fully,  getting  resolved.  But  we  moved  in 
when  the  Kurds  were  brutalized;  great  co¬ 
operation  from  Turkey  and  other  countries. 
It  was  not  a  unilateral  move.  We  have  sub¬ 
sequently  removed  our  forces  from  the 
area.  But  I  think  that  the  parties  there  real¬ 
ize  that  our  role  is  for  peace.  And  anytime 
there’s  an  outbreak  of  hostilities,  it  concerns 
us. 

I  don’t  think,  if  the  question  implies  that 
we’re  going  back  to  what  we  were  when 
the  war  ended  and  major,  massive  attacks 
were  launched  against  the  Kurds,  that 
we’re  seeing  something  like  that  taking 
place  here. 

Cyprus 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  recent  state¬ 
ments  you  have  made  reference  to  only  one 
of  the  parties  in  the  Cyprus  dispute,  one  of 
the  local  parties  in  Cyprus,  i.e.,  the  Greek 
Cypriot  community’s  leader.  And  you 
haven’t  made  any  reference  to  the  Turkish 
leader.  Is  there  a  reason  for  not  making 
such  a  reference,  and  is  this  not  contrary  to 
the  Security  Council  decision  649  on  equali¬ 
ty?  Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  No,  I  think  you  raise  a 
point;  perhaps  oversight.  But  I  do  believe 
that  the  question  is  a  question  of  communi¬ 
ty,  not  personality.  The  President  of  Turkey 
has  proposed  quadripartite  talks,  and  we 
support  that.  So,  I  appreciate  your  pointing 


that  out  to  me.  And  I  think  the  question  is 
community.  And  I  mentioned  Vassiliou  as 
the  President  of  Cyprus,  but  I  think  you 
raise  a  good  point:  this  problem  will  not  be 
solved  unless  the  communities  get  together. 

I’m  not  looking — I’m  just  sitting  here  an¬ 
swering.  I’m  not  in  charge  of  who’s  vector¬ 
ing  these  questions. 

Iraq 

Q.  If  I  may  follow  up  on  Terry  Hunt’s 
[Terence  Hunt,  Associated  Press]  question. 
This  is  a  question  really  for  both  of  you,  the 
question  really  being,  what  is  the  tripwire 
whereby  allied  forces  would  come  into  play, 
particularly  this  rapid  deployment  force 
that  you’re  forming  here  in  Turkey?  Is  it 
only  actions  against  the  Kurds  north  of  the 
36th  parallel  or,  in  fact,  would  it  be  actions 
against  the  Kurds  to  the  south?  And  this  is 
also  important  for  the  Shiites.  There  are  re¬ 
ports,  unconfirmed  reports,  that  Saddam  is 
trying  to  starve  out  the  Shiites,  keep  them 
in  the  marshlands  in  the  south. 

President  Bush.  Do  you  want  to  go  first? 

President  Ozal.  You  go  first,  sir. 

President  Bush.  Well,  thank  you.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

Let  me  say  that  the  rapid  deployment 
force  is  to  guard  against  a  repeat  of  horribly 
brutal  events  in  the  north.  And  we  are  not 
anticipating  that  that  force  will  be  used.  We 
are  thinking  that  Saddam  Hussein,  having 
learned  his  lesson  once,  will  hopefully  not 
embark  on  the  kind  of  carnage  that  resulted 
in  our  having  to  do  what  we  did  in  the  past 
with  Turkish  cooperation. 

So,  I  would  not  anticipate,  John  [John 
Cochran,  NBC  News],  seeing  those  forces 
have  to  come  into  action.  But  should  there 
be  a  need  in  the  south,  different  assets 
would  be  used. 

President  Ozal.  I  think  I  will  say,  just  in 
addition  to  President  Bush,  what  he  said, 
the  force  is  going  to  be  a  kind  of  force — will 
be  used  to  protect  the  Turkish  borders  to 
come  to  such  a  big  inflow  of  refugees, 
which  has  been  in  the  month  of  April.  And 
such  occurrence  should  never  happen 
again. 

President  Bush.  The  President  raised  a 
good  point,  because,  in  addition  to  what 
happened  in  saving  Kurdish  lives,  there  was 
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this  question  of  respect  for  borders.  And 
when  the  people  came  down  out  of  the 
mountains,  fearing  no  longer  for  their  lives, 
we  did,  usefully,  make  a  statement  about 
the  sanctity  of  borders.  And  so,  I’m  sorry  I 
omitted  that  from  my  comments. 

Cyprus 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  there  are  new 
opportunities  to  solve  the  Cyprus  question. 
Did  these  emerge  after  you  visited  Greece 
and  you’re  here  now? 

President  Busk  Well,  I  think  when  you 
have  reasonable  people  coping  with  a  long- 
enduring  problem  you  have  a  very  good 
opportunity  to  work  it  out.  The  Secretary- 
General  is  personally  engaged.  This  Presi¬ 
dent,  President  Ozal,  has  stated  his  position, 
and  he  stated  it  very,  very  clearly.  Prime 
Minister  Mitsotakis  stated  his  position,  and  I 
thought  it  was  quite  clear.  They’ve  already 
got  the  framework  in  this  proposed  quadri¬ 
partite  meeting. 

And  thus,  yes,  we  discussed  some  more  of 
the  detail  behind  it,  but  I  remain  optimistic 
that  this  problem  can  be  solved.  It  is  not,  as 
Fve  mentioned,  one  where  the  United 
States  can  dictate  nor  would  attempt  to  dic- 
tate  terms.  This  is  in  the  United  Nations 
framework  where  it  should  be.  But  I  told 
my  friend  President  Ozal,  I  told  the  Prime 
Minister  that  we  are  prepared  to  be  catalyt¬ 
ic  prepared  to  help  if  we  possibly  can.  But 
I  heard  nothing  today  that  makes  me  more 
pessimistic  about  the  solution  to  this  prob¬ 
lem. 

Turkey 

Q\  A  question  for  President  Ozal.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  sacrifice  that  the  nation  of 
Turkey  underwent  for  its  participation  in 
the  Gulf  war,  have  you  been  disappointed 
with  the  amount  of  compensation  that 
you’ve  received  from  those  who  have 
pledged  to  assist  you?  What  do  you  want 
President  Bush  to  do,  if  anything,  to  repay 
Turkey?  7 

President  Ozal  I  think,  in  front  of  the 
international  press  here,  I  would  like  to 
thank  especially  to  President  Bush  the  sup¬ 
port  given  on  that  aspect  to  Turkey. 

Let  me  tell  you,  a  crisis  such  as  occurred 
m  the  world,  and  everybody  loses.  I  mean, 
not  only  Turkey  but  also  Yugoslavia,  which 


has  relation  with  Iraq  and  Kuwait,  and  also 
take  Romania  or  Bulgaria  or  many  other 
countries,  India.  But  we  have  borders.  Yes, 
we  have  been  involved  militarily  or  base- 
wise  in  order  to  counter  this  aggression. 
And  up  to  now,  what  we  get  maybe  doesn’t 
meet  our  requirements,  I  mean,  our  losses. 
But  if  I  compare  it  to  other  countries,  those 
countries  get  nothing,  and  Turkey  at  least 
gets,  up  to  now,  more  than  $3  billion, 
mostly  free  of  charge,  not  credits. 

And  therefore,  I  say  I  would  like  to  thank 
to  President  Bush  with  the  supports  he  has 
shown,  and  still  this  support  is  coming  from 
the  United  States  and  through  the  Gulf 
countries  also  involved.  Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  Another  Turkish  journal¬ 
ist?  I  want  to  get  in - 

Cyprus 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  are  admired  inter¬ 
nationally  for  being  a  champion  of  the  rule 
of  law.  Unfortunately,  in  Cyprus  this  very 
principle  is  being  violated  by  the  imposition 
of  one  community  as  the  government  of  the 
whole  of  the  island.  How  can  this  be  recon- 
ciled  with  649?  And  what  can  you  do  to 
help,  Mr.  President,  remedy  the  situation? 

President  Bush.  It  can’t  be  reconciled, 
and  the  only  answer  is  negotiation  and  dis¬ 
cussions.  So  I  will  repeat:  We  have  reasona- 
ble  leaders  now  in  both  Turkey  and  Greece. 
You  have  a  determined  Secretary-General. 
You  have  a  United  States  President  and 
Government  willing  to  use  whatever  it  can 
to  have  international  law  supported  and  to 
have  this  heretofore  intractable  problem 
solved.  And  so,  the  Turkish  Government 
has  proposed  a  get-together,  quadripartite, 
and  that  is  the  best  hope  for  peace  and  the 
best  hope  for  the  solution  to  the  Cyprus 
question. 

President’s  Health  and  Travel 

0  You’ve  been  keeping  to  a  whirlwind 
pace,  sir,  on  this  trip.  You  have  another  one 
coming  up  which  is  scheduled  in  much  the 
same  way.  And  I  wanted  to  ask  first,  sir, 
how  are  you  feeling?  And  second,  I  wonder 
how  your  staff  is  doing  and  how  you  expect 
it  will  be  doing  by  this  time  next  week? 
[Laughter] 

President  Bush.  I’m  feeling  great.  I  plan 
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to  exercise  when  I  leave  here.  I’ll  confess  to 
being  a  little  bit  tired — a  lot  of  evening 
action  out  there  coupled  with  getting  up 
pretty  early.  I’m  67  still,  and  I  have  to  con¬ 
fess  that  from  time  to  time  I  get  tired.  But 
I’ve  been  spared  a  lot  of  the  work  by  my 
staff,  a  lot  of  the  behind-the-scenes  work. 
Some  of  the  staff  are  fatigued.  Others  are 
ready  to  charge.  But  I  think  when  we  get 
home  we’ll  have  an  opportunity  to  relax. 
The  doctor,  you  know,  because  of  this 
recent — I  don’t  want  to  bore  the  Turkish 
press  with  it,  but  I  had  a  little  flare-up  a 
while  back.  And  because  of  that,  well,  the 
doctors  check  it  every  day  and  give  me  the 
pulse  treatment,  and  I’m  on  some  kind  of 
medication  to  get  the  thyroid  in  balance 
and  all  of  this. 

But,  Brit  [Brit  Hume,  ABC  News],  gener¬ 
ally  speaking,  I  feel  good.  I  feel  up  for  all  of 
this.  I  can’t  say  that  at  some  points  along 
the  line  in  the  last  few  days  I  haven’t 
gotten  tired.  But  I  know  that  we’ll  have 
enough  time  to  do  two  things  when  we  get 
home.  Monday  I  have  a  speech,  as  you 
know,  Monday  afternoon,  but — which  might 
not  be  one  of  the  heroic  successes.  It  may 
rank  with  my  empowerment  speech,  which 
fell  a  little  flat.  But  that  being  over,  I  will 
be  prepared  to  do  two  things:  one,  get  some 
rest  in  our  own  bed  and  be  ready  to  go;  and 
secondly,  brief  for  the  important  meetings 
with  President  Gorbachev. 

But  no,  I’m  very  blessed  with,  you  know, 
the  ability  to  keep  charging. 

Q.  What  about  your  staff,  sir? 

President  Bush.  The  staff?  I  haven’t  taken 
inventory.  One  or  two  were  feeling  a  little 
under  the  weather  from  time  to  time,  but 
for  the  most  part  they  seem  cheerful.  And 
I’d  let  Marlin,  when  this  is  over,  speak  for 
all — he  himself  having  awoken  from  a  good 
night’s  nap  on  Air  Force  One  coming  over 
here.  So,  he’ll  be  in  a  position  to  address 
himself  to  that. 

Q.  What  is  the  speech?  Is  it  a  speech  to 
the  American  people? 

President  Bush.  No,  it’s  a  speech  in  the 
Rose  Garden  to  some  special  group.  Don’t 
ask  me  any  more. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  very  simple 
and  short  question  for  you. 


President  Bush.  Me?  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  dedicated  and  determined  to 
remove  Saddam  with  whatever  means  that 
can  be  used  for  this  end? 

President  Bush.  One,  I’d  like  to  see  him 
out  of  there,  Saddam  Hussein.  Two,  we  will 
not  have  normal  relations  with  the  United 
States  as  long  as  he’s  in  there.  Three,  it  was 
never  an  objective  of  the  United  Nations 
under  these  many  resolutions,  12  resolu¬ 
tions,  to  get  him  out  of  office.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  was  to  get  him  out  of  Kuwait.  And  with 
the  help  of  Turkey  and  other  countries,  we 
were  fantastically  successful  there. 

But  what  he’s  doing  now  to  his  own 
people  by  diverting  food  away  from  his  own 
populace  into  the  hands  of  some  special  in¬ 
terests  there,  and  what  he’s  doing  now  in 
his  ongoing  quest  to  start  forward  on  some 
nuclear  program — although  he  now  says 
he’s  not  doing  that — but  what  he  has  done 
is  very  bad  and  counterproductive,  as  he 
tries  to  hide  the  remnants  of  his  tattered 
defense  forces. 

And  so,  I  see  nothing  redeeming  in  his 
attitude  or  in  the  way  he  has  conducted 
himself.  I  see  it  as  a  clear  case  of  evil  versus 
good,  and  he’s  the  evil  in  this  one.  And  yet, 
it  wasn’t  an  objective,  and  I  would  say  this 
to  some  who  think  it  should  have  been,  to 
remove  him  from  power.  We  would  not 
have  gotten  the  international  sanction  from 
all  these  resolutions  and  all  these  countries 
if  that  had  been  an  objective.  And  so,  I  am 
hopeful  that  he  will  leave. 

And  let  me  just  repeat  this  right  here  in 
this  country.  I  said  long  before  the  first  shot 
was  fired  that  our  argument  was  not  with 
the  people  of  Iraq,  nor  was  it  with  the  Iraq 
military,  the  establishment.  It  is  with 
Saddam  Hussein,  who  runs  that  country 
with  an  iron  fist,  without  regard  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  his  own  people.  And  it’s  still  that 
way.  And  if  some  way  they  could  get  him  to 
step  aside  and  get  out  of  there,  we,  for  the 
United  States’  part,  would  be  willing  to  start 
right  in  from  scratch.  No  matter  who  the 
person  is,  what  the  establishment  is,  we’d 
want  pledges  that  they  would  honor  these 
United  Nations  resolutions.  But  that’s  the 
way  we  feel  about  it. 
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Cyprus 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  could  bring  you 
both  back  to  the  Cyprus  question.  You  both 
have  professed  interest  in  negotiating  this 
and  working  it  through.  But  I  understood 
that  you  were  bringing  some  ideas  from  Mr. 
Mitsotakis  to  President  Ozal,  and  I  won¬ 
dered  if  you  could  give  us  some  sense  of 
whether  you,  President  Ozal,  heard  any¬ 
thing  different  that  would  seem  to  be  more 
favorable — -just  how  that  discussion  went. 
We  haven’t  really  had  much  of  substance, 
just  good  will. 

President  Bush.  Well,  that’s  important. 
Good  will’s  an  important  part  of  this.  And  I 
think  any  matter  that  I  passed  along  to 
President  Ozal  from  Prime  Minister  Mitso¬ 
takis,  to  the  degree  he  asked  me  to  pass  it 
along  in  confidence,  should  remain  confi¬ 
dential.  But  the  major  part  of  our  discussion 
related  to  the  problems  of  security  and  the 
geography  of  the  question  and  how  to  get 
these  talks  started  that  were  proposed,  in 
this  instance,  by  Turkey.  So,  that  was  about 
it,  but  I’d  certainly  defer  to  President  Ozal 
on  this. 

President  Ozal.  Yes,  let  me  answer.  I 
think  the  Cyprus  question  is  not  an  easy 
question  to  be  solved.  It  is  a  difficult  prob¬ 
lem,  because  if  it  was  not  a  difficult  prob¬ 
lem  it  should  not  stay  27,  28  years.  But  I 
have  a  feeling  time  has  changed  and  there 
has  been  some  progress.  Even  in  the  United 
Nations  there  was  a  new  Security  Council 
decision,  649,  which  has  given  some  addi¬ 
tional  element  for  settlement  of  this  dis¬ 
pute.  And  I  think  there  are  reasonable 
people  around  it,  and  if  everybody  becomes 
with  a  good  intention,  why  this  problem 
cannot  be  solved. 

That  is  my  belief.  And  that  is  the  reason  I 
proposed  to  have  a  quadripartite  meeting 
among  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Turkish  and 
Greek  communities  in  the  island. 

President  Bush.  Mr.  President,  could  I  ask 
your  indulgence  because  I  recognized  two 
American  journalists  at  the  same  time — 
could  we  take  one  more  from  each?  Only 
because  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United 
Press  International]  was  on  her  feet.  And 
we’ll  go  first  to  the  Turkish — I’d  hate  to 
prolong  this  when  we’re  having  so  much 
fun,  but  I  need  to  get  back  and  get  back  on 


schedule.  We  have  a  Turkish  one  here. 

New  World  Order 

Q.  Mr.  President,  with  the  Gulf  crisis  you 
have  started  using  the  term  “the  new  world 
order.”  And  you  also  repeated  it  at  the  air¬ 
port  today.  What  do  you  mean  by  this,  and 
how  does  it  affect  Turkey  and  the  region? 

President  Bush.  It  affects  it  by  peaceful 
negotiation.  It  affects  it  because  in  the 
defeat  of  Iraq’s  aggression,  we  set  a  new 
moral  tone:  Aggression  is  not  going  to 
stand.  And  so,  now  we  want  to  build  on 
that.  We  set  it  by  using  the  United  Nations 
in  an  unprecedented  way.  I  say  we,  not  the 
United  States,  Turkey  and  every  other 
country  coming  together  under  internation¬ 
al  law,  acting  under  the  rubric  of  the 
United  Nations  Security  Council  resolutions. 

So,  it’s  that,  and  it  is  peaceful  negotiation. 
And  it  is  also  coupled,  a  new  world  order, 
with  this  inexorable  move  toward  democra¬ 
cy  and  freedom  that’s  taking  place.  A  lot  of 
countries  haven’t  had  the  benefits  of  de¬ 
mocracy  like  the  United  States  and  Turkey. 
A  lot  of  them  are  just  beginning  to  go  down 
that  path.  So,  it  would  be  all  of  those  com¬ 
ponents  coming  together. 

This  is  the  last  one.  Normally,  the  last  one 
gets  you  in  trouble. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Mr.  President — President  Bush — what 
do  you  think  are  the  possibilities  that  there 
will  be  a  Middle  East  peace  conference? 
You  say  you’re  getting  very  positive  reports 
from  Damascus  and  Cairo,  but  there  seem 
to  be  signals  otherwise  from  Israel.  What  do 
you  think  is  going  to  happen?  Do  you  have 
any  fallback  position  or  options? 

President  Bush.  Well,  we’re  not  trying  to 
fall  back  at  this  juncture,  because  Jim  Baker 
has  encountered  positive  responses  in  Syria. 
I’ve  seen  his  report — I  talked  to  him  yester¬ 
day,  as  a  matter  of  fact — I’ve  seen  his  re¬ 
ports  from  Egypt  which  I  would  interpret 
as  positive.  He’s  on  to  Saudi  Arabia  now. 
And  I  believe  in  my  heart  of  hearts  that 
when  this  is  explained  on  his  last  stop,  when 
this  is  explained  in  Israel,  that  all  countries 
will  see  that  it  is  in  their  interest  to  come 
forward  and  talk  peace.  And  that’s  what 
this  is  all  about. 


938 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  July  20 


And  so,  we  don’t  have  any  fallback  posi¬ 
tion.  We  think  we’ve  put  forward  some 
good  ideas.  And  I’m  very  happy  that  certain 
countries  now  see  the  merit  in  these  ideas, 
and  I  hope  that  all  of  them  will.  There’s  still 
some  important  stops  on  this  mission:  Saudi 
Arabia  is  one,  Jordan  another,  and  of 
course,  Israel  terribly  important  in  the 
equation  too.  I’ve  heard  mixed  statements 
in  the  press  from  different  countries,  but 
that’s  not  the  way  these  things  happen.  You 
don’t  get  deterred  when  one  minister  or 
another  responds  in  any  country.  You  just 
go  forward  with  what  you  think  is  right. 

And  I  again  salute  our  Secretary  of  State. 
I  go  back  to  Brit’s  question.  I  don’t  know 
how — Jim  Baker  used  to  get  tired  when  he 
drove  across  town  in  Washington,  DC — lit¬ 
erally.  He’d  call  me  up  and  tell  me  how 
tired  he  was,  campaigning  and  all  of  that. 
Now  he’s  going  all  around  the  world  all  the 
time,  dedicated  to  trying  to  help  solve  this 
problem. 

And  so,  I  see  no  reason  to  have  any  fall¬ 
back  position.  What  I  see  is  to  be  as  sup¬ 


portive  as  we  can  not  only  of  what  Baker  is 
trying  to  do  but  my  involvement  to  get 
these  other  countries  along  the  way  to  be 
supportive.  And  we’re  going  to  do  just  ex¬ 
actly  that.  I  think  the  world  is  crying  out 
for  a  peaceful  solution  in  the  Middle  East. 
And  as  long  as  I’ve  known  Turgut  Ozal,  he’s 
told  me,  “You  must  help  solve  this  prob¬ 
lem.”  And  that’s  exactly  what  we’re  trying 
to  do. 

And  so,  every  time  you  hear  some  nega¬ 
tive  comment  or  comment  of  reserve,  you 
can’t  get  discouraged.  You  go  forward  on  a 
question  of  principle.  And  that’s  what  the 
United  States  is  doing.  And  I’m  very  proud 
of  our  Secretary  of  State. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  President  Bush’s  95th  news  confer¬ 
ence  began  at  4:28  p.m.  on  the  front  land¬ 
ing  of  the  Presidential  Palace.  In  the  news 
conference,  the  following  persons  were  re¬ 
ferred  to:  President  Ozal’s  wife,  Semra; 
President  George  Vassiliou  of  Cyprus;  and 
Rauf  Denktash,  leader  of  the  Turkish  Cyp¬ 
riot  community. 


Remarks  at  a  State  Dinner  in  Ankara,  Turkey 
July  20,  1991 


Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Ozal  and  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  let  me  begin  by  thanking 
President  Ozal  for  inviting  us  over  here  to 
see  this  wonderful  country.  We  were  stand¬ 
ing  outside  of  Ataturk’s  tomb  this  morning, 
and  I  couldn’t  help  but  think  of  the  paral¬ 
lels  between  the  founder  of  the  modern 
Turkish  Republic,  whose  name  means 
“Father  of  the  Turks,”  and  the  man  we 
Americans  call  the  Father  of  our  Country, 
George  Washington. 

Both  were  great  generals;  both  were 
great  leaders.  And  both  used  their  words, 
their  times,  and  their  opportunities  to  build 
great  nations.  Each  knew  that  to  win  a  war 
one  must  secure  the  peace.  And  each  had  a 
vision  for  his  country’s  future  that,  through 
courage,  labor,  and  selfless  determination, 
became  the  nation’s  destiny. 

And  then,  as  now,  we  believe  in  what 


Ataturk  called  “peace  at  home  and  peace 
abroad.”  We  know  that  protecting  peace 
sometimes  means  being  willing  to  defend  it. 
That’s  why  we’ve  worked  together  in 
NATO  for  close  to  40  years.  That’s  why  we 
fought  together  in  the  Korean  war.  And 
that’s  why  we  stood  together  to  reverse  the 
occupation  of  Kuwait. 

There  were  many  people,  many  men  and 
women,  responsible  for  the  success  of  the 
international  coalition  and  the  liberation  of 
Kuwait.  But  I  firmly  believe  that  no  one 
provided  greater  leadership  or  clarity  of 
purpose  than  President  Turgut  Ozal.  I 
know  because  we  talked  together  by  phone 
countless  times.  And  he  never  flinched,  and 
he  was  always  courageous  and  farsighted. 

Let  me  add,  sir,  that  our  respect  and 
gratitude  certainly  extends  also  to  Turkey’s 
military  leaders,  the  Turkish  General  Staff, 
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who  displayed  uncommon  dedication  to  the 
coalition’s  objectives  It  was  a  comfort  for 
all  of  us  in  Washington  to  know  that  when 
the  United  Nations  decided  to  take  that 
step  and  impose  sanctions  against  Iraq, 
Turkey  would  not  hesitate  to  do  what  was 
right.  I  want  you  to  know — and  on  this  one 
I  speak  confidently  on  behalf  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people — that  Turkey’s  role  in  the  Gulf 
crisis  has  not  and  will  not  be  forgotten. 

Let  me  also  say  that  we  know  the  cost  of 
your  courage.  Your  Turkey’s  incurred  enor¬ 
mous  damage,  especially  in  the  southeast, 
from  its  compliance  with  UN  sanctions,  its 
decision  to  deploy  troops,  and  its  generous 
relief  assistance  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
displaced  people  camped  along  its  borders. 

As  we  look  ahead,  let’s  use  the  last  year  as 
a  model  of  cooperation.  As  allies,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  we  must  expand  and  deepen  our  rela¬ 
tionship.  We  must  create  a  new  strategic 
relationship.  It’s  been  said  that  great  tasks 
and  important  missions  are  accomplished 
only  through  cooperative  efforts.  And  that’s 
why  I  talked  today  with  President  Ozal  and 
Prime  Minister  Yilmaz  of  strengthening  the 


bonds  that  link  our  countries. 

Turkey’s  genius  can  advance  not  only 
prosperity  at  home  but  also  peace  abroad. 
So,  let  us  build  a  new  future  together:  a 
future  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East,  a  future 
of  peace  on  Cyprus,  and  peace  between 
two  great  countries — Turkey  and  Greece — 
led  by  wise  and  responsible  men.  And  let  us 
work  together  to  build  a  U.S.-Turkish  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  knowledge  that  our  paths 
are  common,  our  interests  and  values  are 
intertwined,  and  our  fate  as  free  and  demo¬ 
cratic  peoples  will  be  always  linked. 

Mr.  President,  let  our  path  be  straight 
and  true.  Let  us  achieve  the  real  peace  that 
Ataturk  and  General  Washington  dreamt  of. 
And  let  us  enrich  this  generation  and  all 
generations  to  come. 

And  may  I  ask  all  the  guests  here  to  join 
me  now  in  a  toast  to  the  health  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Ozal  and  to  the  great  and 
strong  relationship  between  the  United 
States  and  Turkey.  And  thank  you,  sir,  for 
your  hospitality. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  8:35  p.m.  in 
the  garden  of  the  Presidential  Palace. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Aboard  Air  Force  One 
July  21,  1991 


Q.  We  like  your  suit.  It’s  great! 

President  Ozal.  Thank  you. 

President  Bush .  How  about  my  shirt?  It’s 
sort  of  elitist,  a  little  elitist — remember 
when  we  played  golf  down  in  Jupiter? 

Q.  Are  you  looking  forward  to  the  sight¬ 
seeing  trip? 

President  Bush.  Oh,  yes.  This  is  going  to 
be  wonderful. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Have  you  heard  from  Baker? 

President  Bush.  Never  been  here  before. 
Never. 

Haven’t  talked  to  him,  but  the  report  we 
got  was  pretty  favorable  out  of  the  Saudis, 
so  well  see  where  we’re  going.  I  think  he’s 
making  step-by-step  progress  here.  Talking 
to  the  President  about  it,  we  both  see 
reason  to  be  optimistic.  Well  just  have  to 


see. 

Q.  Does  that  mean  you  have  a  solution  to 
the  settlements  there  and  the  boycott? 

President  Bush.  Oh,  not  the  whole  solu¬ 
tion,  but  it’s  an  important  step. 

Q .  Do  you  have  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
Arab  world  when  you’re  dealing  with 
Israel — [ inaudible ] 

President  Bush.  I  think,  whatever,  people 
want  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  I  know 
that’s  true  for  all  Americans,  including  what 
you  refer  to  as  political  considerations  in 
the  country.  So,  I  hope  we  have  something 
going  here  that  all  the  American  people  can 
enthusiastically  support.  I  really  believe 
they  will.  We’ve  got  to  make  clear  what  it  is 
we’re  doing.  But  I  think  we’re  beginning  to 
see  the  kinds  of  cooperation  that  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  peace.  We’ve  been  talking  a  little 
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about  that  here. 

Q.  - as  being  seen  as  pressuring  the 

Israelis? 

President  Bush.  It’s  not  a  question  of 
pressuring,  or  pressuring  any  other  country. 
It’s  a  question  of  reasoning  and  taking  this, 
what  I  keep  calling  a  new  credibility  for  the 
United  States  in  the  Middle  East  itself,  and 
using  that  to  encourage  what  is  a  very  rea¬ 
sonable  and  important  step  to  peace.  It’s 
more  that — you  start  using  those  volatile 
words  and  it  simply  just  hardens  positions, 
so  I’m  avoiding  all  that. 

Q.  Are  you  worried  about - 

President  Bush.  I’m  just  avoiding  all  those 
words. 

Turkey 

Q.  - in  Istanbul  there  have  been  some 

demonstrations.  Are  you  worried  about  it, 
terrorism? 

President  Qzal.  No. 

President  Bush.  The  answer — no.  And  I 
agree  with  him. 

Public  Opinion  Polls 

Q.  President  Ozal,  are  you  taking  a 
chance  by  being  so  friendly  with  the  United 
States — in  the  newspaper  today  that  a 
recent  poll  indicates  that  most  Turks  feel 
that  the  United  States  is  interfering  in  Tur¬ 
key’s  internal  affairs — are  you  spending 
some  political  capital  by  being  so  friendly 
with  the  United  States? 

President  Ozal.  I  couldn’t  get  it. 

President  Bush.  Are  you  using  political 
capital  by  being  friendly  to  the  United 
States  because  there’s  a  poll - 

Q.  It  means  you  won’t  win  next  year. 
[Laughter] 

President  Ozal.  I  think  you  talk  about  the 
poll  in  the  British  newspapers,  about  the 
European  Community - 

Q.  The  line  says:  “Most  Turks  say  their 
future  lies  with  the  EC,  not  America.”  They 
feel  the  United  States  is  interfering  in  the 
internal  affairs  in  terms  of - 

President  Ozal.  We  didn’t  see  it - 

President  Bush.  He’s  like  me;  he  doesn’t 
live  by  these  polls.  I’ve  told  you  that  over 
and  over  again.  We  do  not  live  by  polls. 
Remember  all  the  accusations  made  against 
me  last  year?  Do  you  remember  all  of 
them?  Tom  [Tom  DeFrank,  Newsweek],  I 


know  you  would  never  have  written  any¬ 
thing  like  that - 

Q.  [Inaudible] 

President  Bush.  That’s  right.  If  you  be¬ 
lieve  that,  you’ll  believe  anything.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

Q.  Well,  you  read  your  polls,  don’t  you? 

President  Bush.  Helen  [Helen  Thomas, 
United  Press  International],  my  wings 
would  drop  off  if  I  told  an  untruth,  so  put  it 
this  way:  From  time  to  time  I  look  at  them, 
but  I  don’t  live  by  them  or  make  decisions 
by  them.  And  I  hope  our  record  has  proved 
that  by  now.  So,  we’ll  see. 

If  he  lived  by  them,  I  suppose  if  he  lived 
by  every  little  tick  in  Turkish  pulse,  there 
would  have  been  a  lot  of  reasons  for  Turkey 
not  to  do  what  they  did.  And  they  stood 
firm,  and  it  was  a  wonderful  example  of 
how  you  ought  to  do  what  is  right.  So,  with 
those  words  of  wisdom,  see  you. 

President  Ozal.  Sometimes  you  have  to 
lead  the  way. 

Q.  Thank  you  for  not  wearing  a  tie. 

President  Bush.  That’s  right,  no  ties,  he 
said. 

Secretary  of  State’s  Travel 

Q.  What’s  this  secret  trip  that  Baker  is 
going  on? 

President  Bush.  Secret  trip?  It’s  so  secret 
he  hasn’t  told  me  about  it. 

President  Bush ’s  Schedule 

Q.  After  the  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union  will 
you  go  straight  to  Kennebunkport  or  back 
to  DC? 

President  Bush.  Oh,  gosh,  I  haven’t 
looked  at  the  exact  dates.  I  may  have  to  go 
back  for  a  while.  We’ve  got  a  couple  of 
grandchildren  appearing  that  will  change 
Barbara’s  schedule.  But  I  think  I’ll  have  to 
be  back  in  DC.  You  mean,  rather  than  just 
land  at  Pease,  or  something? 

Q.  Right. 

President  Bush.  No,  I  think — I  haven’t 
talked  to  them,  but  I  better  ask  before  I 
say.  I  haven’t  gotten  that  far  down  the  road. 

Relax.  See  you  in  Istanbul. 

Note:  The  exchange  took  place  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  while  the  two  Presidents  were  en  route 
from  Ankara  to  Istanbul,  Turkey. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Istanbul,  Turkey 
July  21,  1991 


The  President  You  asked  a  question  earli¬ 
er,  John  [John  Cochran,  NBC  News],  and 
I’ve  altered  our  policy  because  we  may  not 
have  a  chance  to  say  anything  else.  And 
with  Mr.  Demirel’s  permission,  maybe  you 
should  ask  him  something. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Well,  I  actually  wanted  to  ask,  sir,  you 
talked  earlier  about  not  wanting  to  use  the 
word  pressure  in  relation  to  Israel.  But 
haven’t  the  circumstances  of  the  last  few 
days,  given  what  the  Saudis  have  done, 
given  what  the  Syrians  have  done,  hasn’t 
this  created  a  new  situation  which  requires 
possibly  a  new  response  from  the  Israelis? 

The  President.  Well,  we’re  asking  that 
there  be  positive  responses  from  all  the  par¬ 
ties.  And  our  policy  is  well-known  with 
Israel  on  settlements,-  we  haven’t  changed 
one  bit.  So,  there’s  some  sticking  points 
there.  But  I  think  most  people  around  the 
world  view  what  has  happened  as  positive. 
The  Syrian  letter,  the  responses  out  of  Leb¬ 
anon,  the  responses  out  of  Egypt  are  posi¬ 
tive.  And  I’m  confident,  I  hope  it’s  not  mis¬ 
placed  confidence,  that  when  the  Secretary 
gets  to  Israel  he  will  find  that  they,  like  all 
these  other  countries,  realize  that  time  for 
peace  is  at  hand. 

We’ve  been  talking,  for  example,  on 
Cyprus  here.  And  I  haven’t  yet  had  the 
chance  to  hear  from  Mr.  Demirel’s  position, 
but  our  position  has  been  there  ought  to  be 
a  quadripartite  meeting.  And  the  Greeks 
have  not  agreed  to  that  yet,  and  this  pro¬ 
posal  was  made  by  the  Turks,  but  there’s, 
you  know,  there’s  still  details  to  be  worked 
out.  But  that’s  our  position.  We’ve  got  it  out 
there  on  Cyprus  and  we’re  discussing  it 
with  the  Greek  Government  and  the  Turk¬ 
ish  Government. 

Similarly,  in  the  Middle  East,  we’ve  put 
out  a  proposal  that  now  is  getting  the  kinds 
of  support  from  various  parties  that  I  think 
the  world  has  long  awaited.  So,  we’ll  just 
keep  trying.  We  can’t  dictate  on  either  of 
these  two  questions,  but  we  sure  can  be 
helpful. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  you  did  succeed  in 


arranging  a  Middle  East  peace  conference, 
would  you  travel  to  the  region  to  host 
the - 

The  President  I  think  it’s  premature.  I’d 
go  anywhere  if  it  would  really,  truly  be  pro¬ 
ductive,  to  help  there  or  help  on  any  other 
question.  But  I  think  it’s  way  premature  to 
suggest  that  the  presence  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  at  this  juncture  at  some 
meeting  or  other  could  be  helpful.  But  the 
process  is  moving;  I  think  that’s  the  key 
point.  I  just  haven’t  really  even  thought 
about  that  particular  question. 

Q.  Would  the  suspension  of  the  settle¬ 
ments,  would  that  help?  Stopping  where 
they  are  right  now,  just  marking  time, 
would  that  be  a  key  thing  that  the  Israelis 
could  do  now? 

The  President  Well,  I  would  think  so. 
And  that’s  been  our  position.  I  had  a  one- 
on-one  discussion  with  Mr.  Shamir  about 
this  months  ago  and  made  clear  to  him  that 
the  United  States  policy  was  that  there 
should  be  no  more  settlements.  Our  posi¬ 
tion  hasn’t  changed  on  that.  And  so,  we  just 
leave  it  right  there. 

Q.  Mr.,  President,  surely  Mr.  Shamir  has 
made  clear  to  you  that  Israel - 

The  President  Now,  wait  a  minute.  You 
don’t  ask  in  that  tone;  just  ask  the  question. 

Q.  It  would  seem  that  Mr.  Shamir  has 
made  clear  that  he  does  not  accept  the  U.S. 
proposal  and  yet - 

The  President  I’m  not  so  sure  of  that.  You 
don’t  know  what  he’s  made  clear  to  me  and 
what  he  hasn’t.  What  I’m  saying  is  I’m 
hopeful  he’ll  accept  it. 

Q.  But,  sir,  is  a  settlement  freeze  the 
most  important  thing  the  Israelis  could  do 
now? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  not  sure.  We’re 
talking  about  a  conference  that  will  lead  to 
one-on-one  talks.  All  of  these  questions  are 
important.  But  John,  the  question  of  settle¬ 
ments  has  been  important.  I  think  anybody 
in  the  Middle  East  will  tell  you,  and  I  hesi¬ 
tate  to  speak  for  my  guest  that  I  just  met, 
but  I  haven’t  encountered  anybody  in  this 
part  of  the  world  that  thinks  increasing  set- 
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tlements  is  a  helpful  thing.  And  the  U.S. 
policy  has  been  opposed  to  it  for  years.  So, 
this  isn’t  anything  new  with  us.  This  isn’t 
new  at  all. 

Q.  What  about  the  Saudis? 

The  President.  Well,  we’re  hearing  posi¬ 
tive  things  out  of  the  Saudis.  And  all  that  is 
good. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  Secretary  Baker  yet? 

The  Presidetit .  Not  today. 

Q.  The  fact  that  the  Syrians  no  longer 
require  any  PLO  presence,  is  that  very  im¬ 
portant? 

The  President  I  think  that  the  Syrian 
letter  and  Baker’s  follow-on  talks  with  Syria 
is  very,  very  important.  And  I  just  don’t 
want  to  go  into  the  details  of  what  the  Sec¬ 
retary  talked  about. 

And  now,  having  violated  my  non-Sunday 
answering-questions-at-photo-op  policy, 
thank  you  all  very  much.  But  note,  inas¬ 
much  as  we’re  here,  our  interest  in  matters 


relating  to,  of  interest  to  the  Turkish  Gov¬ 
ernment.  I  mentioned  Cyprus  because  I 
know  it’s  of  concern  to  everybody.  And 
again,  we  do  want  to  help.  And  though 
there  has  been  no  agreement  on  these 
meetings,  this  is  the  key  point:  We’d  like  to 
think  that  there  will  be. 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  talk  about  the  7-10 
formula? 

The  President  Not  right  now.  Won’t  talk 
about  it  but - 

Q.  The  rapid  deployment  force,  did  you 
all  get  into  that? 

The  President  No,  I  haven’t  gotten  to 
that  yet,  but  they  know  our  position  on  it. 

Thank  you  all  very  much  for  your  time 
and  attention. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  3:45  p.m.  at 
the  Ciragan  Palace  Hotel,  prior  to  a  meeting 
with  Suleyman  Demi  re  l,  leader  of  the  True 
Path  Party.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Nomination  of  Richard  Clark  Barkley  To  Be  United  States 
Ambassador  to  Turkey 
July  21,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Richard  Clark  Barkley,  of 
Michigan,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  the  Republic  of  Turkey.  He 
would  succeed  Morton  I.  Abramowitz. 

Currently,  Mr.  Barkley  is  a  visiting  fellow 
at  the  National  Defense  University  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  he  served  as  Am¬ 
bassador  to  the  German  Democratic  Repub¬ 
lic,  1988-1990;  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission, 
Pretoria,  Republic  of  South  Africa,  1985- 
1988;  political  counselor,  American  Embas¬ 


sy,  Bonn,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany, 
1982-1985;  and  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission, 
Oslo,  Norway,  1979-1982.  Mr.  Barkley 
served  in  various  capacities  at  the  State  De¬ 
partment  and  in  the  Foreign  Service,  1962- 
1979. 

Mr.  Barkley  graduated  from  Michigan 
State  University  (B.A.,  1954)  and  Wayne 
State  University  (M.A.,  1955),  and  he  served 
in  the  U.S.  Army,  1955-1957.  Mr.  Barkley 
was  born  December  23,  1932,  in  Chicago, 
IL.  He  is  married,  has  one  child,  and  resides 
in  Springfield,  VA. 
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Remarks  at  a  Dinner  Hosted  By  President  Turgut  Ozal  in  Istanbul, 

Turkey 

July  21,  1991 


Mr.  President  and  Speaker  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  members  of  the 
Turkish  Government:  Barbara  and  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  this  warm  welcome.  And  I 
am  deeply  honored  to  be  the  first  American 
President  to  come  to  this  historic  city. 

Among  the  nations  of  the  world,  few 
claim  a  past  as  storied  as  yours.  Turkey 
stands  at  a  crossroads  of  cultures  and  civili¬ 
zations.  Here  in  Istanbul,  one  city  spans  two 
continents.  This  city’s  ancient  history  is 
written  for  all  to  see  in  marble,  stone,  and 
gold — and  in  the  monumental  grandeur  of 
the  Hagia  Sophia,  the  serenity  of  the  Blue 
Mosque,  the  courts  of  Topkapi,  and  here  in 
this  beautiful  palace,  a  treasure  house  of 
Turkish  art  and  architecture.  Like  Istanbul, 
Turkey  is  East  and  West,  ancient  and 
modern.  For  in  Turkey,  what  might  else¬ 
where  appear  as  contradictions  are  dazzling 
facets  of  culture  and  character. 

In  this  magnificent  palace,  testament  to 
Turkey’s  past,  in  the  presence  of  the  men 
and  women  entrusted  with  the  future  of 
this  nation,  it  is  fitting  to  speak  about  new 
and  old,  about  our  new  world  of  change, 
about  the  enduring  partnership  that  binds 
our  two  nations. 

This  partnership  grows  out  of  a  shared 
devotion  to  the  international  ideal,  the  un¬ 
derstanding  that  responsible  nations  must 
work  together  to  repel  aggression  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  peace.  From  the  days  of  the 
Korean  war  and  the  legendary  bravery  of 
the  Turkish  Brigade,  through  the  long  years 
of  cold  war  as  partners  in  the  NATO  alli¬ 
ance,  and  today  in  our  effort  to  forge  a  new 
world  order,  Turkey  has  stood  for  this  inter¬ 
national  ideal. 

For  40  years,  Turkey  played  a  strategic 
role  as  a  bulwark  of  NATO’s  southern  flank. 
The  alliance’s  and  Turkey’s  steadfast  adher¬ 
ence  to  common  values  and  interests  pro¬ 
duced  a  stunning  triumph.  Democracy  tri¬ 
umphed  over  totalitarianism  in  Eastern 
Europe,  and  the  cold  war  yielded  to  pros¬ 
pects  for  a  different  kind  of  world. 

Then  came  Iraq’s  invasion  of  Kuwait,  an 


act  that  defied  all  that  the  United  States 
and  Turkey  stand  for,  an  act  that  exposed 
your  entire  region,  this  entire  region,  to 
brutal  aggression.  Turkey’s  response  as  a 
key  member  of  the  international  coalition 
stands  as  a  tribute  to  the  leadership  of 
President  Ozal,  to  the  professionalism  of  the 
Turkish  military,  and  to  the  great  heart  of 
the  Turkish  people. 

Turkey’s  actions  as  a  pivotal  coalition 
member  demonstrated  again  our  readiness 
to  defend  our  common  values  and  interests. 
It  proved  that  our  alliance  was  built  not 
upon  the  fear  of  communism  but  out  of  a 
profound,  shared  commitment  to  freedom 
and  democracy. 

All  during  the  world’s  effort  to  use  diplo¬ 
macy  to  get  Iraq’s  brutal  dictator  to  remove 
his  forces  from  Kuwait  and  then  all  during 
Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm,  President 
Ozal  and  I  were  in  constant  touch.  There 
was  no  individual  in  any  country  that  was 
more  resolute,  more  determined  to  see 
international  law  prevail.  And  once  the  de¬ 
cision  was  made  to  use  force — difficult  deci¬ 
sion  that  it  was — no  ally  was  more  solid 
than  Turkey,  no  leader  more  staunch  than 
your  President,  President  Ozal. 

Our  work  as  friends,  allies,  and  coalition 
partners  continues  today.  Our  two  nations 
are  part  of  a  newly  formed  residual  force 
stationed  near  Turkey’s  border  with  Iraq. 
And  all  of  us  understand  this  force  will  not 
stay  permanently.  But  we  also  understand 
the  importance  of  sending  a  strong,  unmis¬ 
takable  signal  to  Saddam  Hussein:  He  must 
not  resume  war  against  his  own  people. 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  our 
nations  for  years  have  fostered  a  strong  re¬ 
lationship.  Turkey’s  stand  in  the  Gulf  dem¬ 
onstrated  that  relationship’s  strength.  To¬ 
night,  let  us  pledge  to  build  further  upon 
our  common  ties  and  aims,  to  strengthen 
the  links  our  governments  have  forged. 

In  years  to  come,  we  will  continue  to 
back  our  warm  words  with  firm  deeds.  Our 
administration  hopes  to  deliver  a  $625  mil¬ 
lion  military  assistance  program  in  1992,  a 
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substantial  increase.  We  support  Turkey’s 
production  of  160  F-16s.  But  this  new  stra¬ 
tegic  relationship  between  our  nations 
points  beyond  simply  the  military  dimen¬ 
sion  to  expanded  trade  and  increased  in¬ 
vestment  in  one  of  Europe’s  most  dynamic 
economies. 

Well  before  the  fall  of  the  Berlin  Wall 
and  the  advent  of  free  market  forces  in 
Eastern  Europe,  Turkey  launched  an  ambi¬ 
tious  reform  program.  In  the  1980’s,  Turkey 
outpaced  every  nation  in  the  OECD  in  eco¬ 
nomic  growth.  In  the  nineties,  as  the  new 
nations  discover  the  power  of  free  enter¬ 
prise,  as  democracy  dispels  a  long  dark  era 
of  division  and  distrust,  Turkey  can  regain 
its  historic  place  as  a  trade  hub  uniting 
Europe,  East  and  West,  Asia,  and  the 
Middle  East. 

Finally,  our  new  relationship  means 
building  new  bridges,  bringing  together  the 
best  minds  in  both  our  nations  in  the  fields 
of  science  and  technology,  medicine  and 
the  environment;  opening  the  doors  to  our 
universities;  opening  our  minds  to  each 
other’s  ideas,  cultures,  and  traditions.  The 
people  of  our  two  nations  have  known  and 
admired  each  other  as  allies.  And  it’s  time 
now  for  our  people  to  get  to  know  each 
other  better  as  friends. 

A  key  to  this  new  relationship  lies  in  the 
opportunities  now  opening  as  a  direct  result 
of  a  decade  of  democracy.  Turkey  today  is  a 
nation  confident  of  its  place  in  the  world,  a 
confidence  made  clear  in  your  nation’s 
opening  to  the  new  democracies  of  Eastern 
Europe  and  your  growing  relationship  with 
the  Soviet  Union.  Your  Black  Sea  initiative, 
aimed  at  expanding  trade  with  the  Soviets 
and  other  nations  that  border  that  great 
body  of  water,  illustrates  the  promise  of 
what  I  have  called  the  new  world  order. 
East-West  confrontation  has  made  way  for 
trade  and  cooperation,  the  cornerstones  of 
lasting  peace. 

These  initiatives  promise  increased  pros¬ 
perity  for  the  Turkish  people  and  increased 
security  for  the  Turkish  Republic.  In  the 
famous  words  of  Ataturk,  “peace  at  home, 
peace  abroad”  remains  a  worthy  goal  for  all 
nations. 

And  that  means  we  must  begin  building  a 
lasting  peace  right  here  in  the  Eastern  Med. 
In  the  past  2  days,  in  Ankara  and  on  the 


island  of  Crete,  I  have  honored  the  memo¬ 
ries  of  Kemal  Ataturk,  Eleutherios  Venize- 
los — two  statesmen  whose  every  thought 
was  for  the  good  of  their  nations,  two  states¬ 
men  who  earlier  this  century  made  possible 
a  generation  of  peace  between  Turkey  and 
Greece. 

Once  again,  Turkey  and  Greece  have 
produced  leaders  of  vision,  both  trusted 
friends  of  mine.  And  as  a  friend  of  Turkey, 
let  me  say  the  time  has  come  for  a  new 
opening  to  a  neighbor  and  fellow  NATO 
ally.  The  time  has  come  for  lasting  peace 
between  Turkey  and  Greece.  After  all, 
Greece  and  Turkey  have  been  allies  in 
NATO,  partners  in  the  coalition  that  liberat¬ 
ed  Kuwait,  free  European  nations  devoted 
to  a  common  ideal.  So,  this  sad  chapter  of  ill 
will  must  end.  No  two  nations  who  cherish 
democracy  should  regard  each  other  as  en¬ 
emies. 

This  opening  must  include  movement  on 
the  Cyprus  question.  In  less  than  2  years’ 
time,  we’ve  witnessed  a  chain  reaction,  a 
chain  reaction  of  change  that  has  swept 
away  the  Berlin  Wall,  and  with  it,  four  dec¬ 
ades  of  totalitarian  rule  and  the  ever¬ 
present  risk  of  global  war.  And  so,  the  mes¬ 
sage  I  bring  to  Turkey  and  to  Greece  is 
simply  this:  We’ve  seen  too  much  change  in 
the  world  to  settle  for  the  status  quo  be¬ 
tween  your  two  great  countries,  both,  I’m 
proud  to  say,  friends  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  both  of  whom  stand  to  gain  much 
through  friendship. 

We  have  seen  too  much  change  in  this 
region  and  throughout  the  world  to  stand 
for  the  status  quo  in  Cyprus.  We  support 
the  efforts  of  Secretary-General  Perez  de 
Cuellar  to  open  the  door  to  a  solution  for 
the  problem.  But  I  would  like  to  tell  the 
people  of  Turkey  what  I  have  told  the 
people  of  Greece:  The  solution  lies  in  your 
hands.  Your  friends  can  and  will  offer  en¬ 
couragement  and  support,  but  only  Greeks, 
Turks,  and  Cypriots  can  reach  an  effective, 
lasting  resolution. 

I  believe  the  time  is  right  to  break 
through  the  barrier,  tear  down  the  old 
taboos,  and  build  a  lasting  peace.  When  I 
see  the  wealth  of  leadership — President 
Ozal,  Prime  Minister  Yilmaz,  Mr.  Denktash, 
President  Karamanlis,  Prime  Minister  Mit- 
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sotakis,  President  Vassiliou — I  know  the 
leadership  exists  in  Turkey,  Greece,  and 
Cyprus  to  set  aside  old  animosities  and  seize 
an  opportunity  for  real  peace. 

Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Prime  Minister, 
members  of  the  Turkish  Government,  lead¬ 
ers  here  with  us  tonight,  I  am  confident 
that  Turkey  can  rise  to  this  challenge. 

A  decade  of  free  government  and  free 
enterprise  have  made  Turkey  a  rising  star 
of  Europe.  Politically  and  economically, 
Turkey  is  today  a  nation  transformed. 
There  should  be  no  question  that  Turkey 
deserves  entry  into  the  European  Commu¬ 
nity  and  the  Western  European  Union,  and 
Turkey  can  count  on  America’s  strong  sup¬ 
port. 

Turkey  stands  as  a  model  to  those  who 
strive  for  free  elections  and  free  markets. 
Regimes  that  force  a  false  choice  between 
progress  and  piety,  between  technology  and 
tradition,  stand  refuted  by  your  experience. 
Turkey  proves  that  a  nation  can  build  a 
flourishing  democracy  and  a  modern  econo¬ 
my,  can  embrace  freedom  and  tolerance, 
and  still  sustain  its  ancient  faiths.  Turkey 
aims  at  the  vision  of  Ataturk,  a  vision  all 
around  us  evident  in  this  city  with  its  mina¬ 
rets  and  modem  skyscrapers,  a  vision  that 
marks  out  Turkey’s  destiny  in  the  region,  in 


Europe,  and  in  the  world  beyond. 

More  than  30  years  ago,  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  came  to  your  country  on  a  pilgrim¬ 
age  of  freedom,  a  visit  that  I  know  some 
may  remember.  And  in  the  generations 
since  then,  Turkey  turned  promise  into 
prosperity,  creating  a  future  few  would 
have  thought  possible.  But  for  all  that  has 
changed,  one  fundamental  fact  remains  the 
same:  In  the  words  of  Eisenhower:  “No 
power  on  Earth,  no  evil,  no  threat,  can  frus¬ 
trate  a  people  of  your  spirit.” 

Once  again,  I  thank  all  of  you  for  the 
warm  welcome  that  Barbara  and  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  in  Ankara  and  here  in  this  fantastic 
city  of  Istanbul.  May  our  two  nations  always 
work  to  preserve  peace,  freedom,  and  pros¬ 
perity.  And  may  God  bless  the  people  of 
Turkey.  Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  8:21  p.m.  in 
the  dining  room  of  Dolmabahce  Palace.  In 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Kaya  Erdem, 
Speaker  of  the  Turkish  Parliament;  Rauf 
Denktash,  leader  of  the  Turkish  Cypriot 
community;  President  Constantinos  Kara - 
manlis  and  Prime  Minister  Constantinos 
Mitsotakis  of  Greece;  and  President  George 
Vassiliou  of  Cyprus.  A  tape  was  not  avail¬ 
able  for  verification  of  the  content  of  these 
remarks. 


Remarks  at  the  Departure  Ceremony  in  Istanbul,  Turkey 
July  22,  1991 


President  Bush.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Speak¬ 
er,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  and  ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen,  Barbara  and  I  just  want  to  simply 
thank  you  for  our  visit  and  for  the  warmth 
of  this  Turkish  hospitality.  We  are  very 
grateful. 

A  Turkish  proverb  reminds  us,  “A  long 
journey  is  shortened  by  good  companions.” 
Well,  our  stay  here  has  been  brief,  but  our 
companions  have  been  splendid.  And  the 
proverb  applies  equally  to  the  quest  for 
peace  and  prosperity.  Its  road  is  arduous, 
but  good  companions  shorten  it,  as  Presi¬ 
dent  Ozal  and  Prime  Minister  Yilmaz  have 
proved  over  these  past  2  days. 


Mr.  President,  real  peace  means  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  a  better  life,  not  merely  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  war.  This  goal  requires  stout  hearts 
and  open  minds  and  will  provide  a  fitting 
object  for  our  new  strategic  relationship. 

Turkish-American  ties  date  back  more 
than  200  years.  But  our  goal  must  be  more 
extensive  political  ties,  deeper  security  ties, 
broader  economic  ties,  and  more  enduring 
commercial  ties.  And  I  leave  Turkey  know¬ 
ing  that  our  ties  are  as  strong  as  they  have 
ever  been  and  that  they  can  and  will  grow 
even  closer.  Toward  that  end,  President 
Ozal  and  I  talked  of  how  to  broaden  coop¬ 
eration  between  our  people  in  fields  such  as 
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education,  the  environment,  science,  tech¬ 
nology.  And  we  discussed  Turkey’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  democracy  and  the  free  market 
and  how  increased  trade  and  investment 
can  enhance  our  relationship  as  allies  and 
friends. 

We  pledged  to  expand  the  military  coop¬ 
eration  that  helped  liberate  Kuwait.  And 
our  administration  supports  Turkey’s  priori¬ 
ty  objective  of  military  force  modernization, 
including  its  160-plane  F-16  development 
program.  We  stand  side  by  side  in  maintain¬ 
ing  an  international  force  to  preserve  stabil¬ 
ity  on  your  southeastern  frontier.  And  in 
that  spirit,  I’m  pleased  to  announce  that  the 
United  States  will  provide  $1  million  to 
Turkish  villages  along  the  Iraqi  border  that 
suffered  economic  losses  during  the  refugee 
crisis. 

And  we  will  remain  engaged  with  you, 
our  Greek  allies,  the  Cypriot  people,  and 
the  U.N.  Secretary-General  in  hopes  of 
building  a  lasting  peace  in  Cyprus.  If  a  wall 
in  Berlin  can  fall  to  human  brotherhood,  so 
can  ancient  hatreds  on  Cyprus. 

I  began  with  a  Turkish  proverb,  so  let  me 
close  with  another  one:  “The  bird  with  one 
wing  cannot  fly.”  Mr.  President,  you’re  a 
dear  friend  and  colleague.  And  you  know, 
as  I  do,  that  our  strategic  relationship  has 
two  wings,  one  extending  from  Maine  to 
Alaska,  and  the  other  spanning  your  vast 
historic  land.  And  together,  let  us  fly 
toward  a  better  future. 

So,  once  again,  my  friend,  thank  you  for 
this  welcome,  for  the  kindness  that  you  and 
the  Turkish  people  have  shown  over  the 
past  few  days.  And  may  God  bless  Turkey 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

President  Ozal.  Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Bush, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  are  coming  to  the 
end  of  the  President  Bush’s  visit  to  Turkey. 
This  visit  has  fulfilled  all  our  expectations. 
During  this  visit  we  have  not  only  con¬ 


firmed  how  strong  the  foundations  of  Turk- 
ish-American  relations  are  but  we  have  also 
been  able  to  take  new  steps  for  a  more 
comprehensive  and  deeper  relationship,  en¬ 
compassing  political  security,  economic  and 
social  fields. 

The  fact  that  the  second  phase  of  the  F- 
16  project  has  been  agreed  upon  with  a 
production  target  of  160  aircraft,  that  a 
steering  group  has  been  established  to  con¬ 
duct  intensive  political  consultations  on  all 
key  issues  of  common  interest  and  to  moni¬ 
tor  other  aspects  of  our  relationship  are 
some  of  the  concrete  steps  demonstrating 
the  political  will  and  determination  of  our 
two  countries  to  forge  ever-closer  relations. 

This  visit  has  also  provided  us  with  the 
opportunity  of  exchanging  views  on  all  the 
major  issues  concerning  our  two  countries 
and  confirming  the  identity  of  views  among 
us.  But  alongside  all  these  important  issues, 
it  gave  all  of  us,  Mr.  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush,  the  opportunity  to  get  to  know  you 
even  better,  to  consolidate  our  friendship, 
and  to  appreciate  once  again  how  lucky  the 
world,  whole  world,  is  in  having  such  a 
great  leader  like  you  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  at  a  time  when  such  impor¬ 
tant  developments  are  taking  place  in  our 
globe  that  will  affect  all  generations  to 
come. 

I’m  asking  you,  Mr.  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush,  to  convey  the  greetings  and  best 
wishes  of  the  Turkish  people  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people.  As  we  say  goodbye,  we  are  all 
proud  of  the  level  the  Turkish- American 
partnership  has  reached  through  our 
mutual  efforts. 

Thank  you. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  10:10  a.m.  at 
Ataturk  Airport  prior  to  his  departure  for 
Washington, ,  DC. 


947 


July  22  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Establishment  of  the 
Bulgarian- American  Agriculture /Agribusiness  Enterprise  Fund 
July  22,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  intent 
to  establish  a  Bulgarian- American  Agricul¬ 
ture/Agribusiness  Enterprise  Fund.  Vice 
President  Dan  Quayle  discussed  the  fund 
with  the  visiting  Bulgarian  economic  dele¬ 
gation  led  by  Deputy  Prime  Minister  Dimi- 
tur  Ludzhev  and  Minister  of  Finance  Ivan 
Kostov  at  their  July  22  meeting.  The  Vice 
President  welcomed  the  progress  Bulgaria 
has  made  in  political  and  economic  reform 
under  the  leadership  of  President  Zhelev 
and  Prime  Minister  Popov  and  noted  that 
the  establishment  of  an  enterprise  fund  was 
designed  to  accelerate  the  process  of  privat¬ 
ization. 

Similar  to  the  funds  already  established 
for  Poland,  Hungary,  and  the  Czech  and 
Slovak  Federal  Republic,  the  new  Bulgarian 
fund  will  invest  in  the  private  sector,  using 
its  own  funds  and  drawing  on  other  sources 
of  venture  capital  as  well  The  Bulgarian 
fund,  however,  will  differ  from  the  others 
in  two  important  ways: 

— it  will  focus  primarily  (but  not  exclu¬ 
sively)  on  the  agriculture /agribusiness 
sector,  including  agricultural  inputs, 
food  processing  and  packaging,  distri¬ 


bution,  and  other  related  areas;  and 

— it  will  be  charged  from  the  beginning 
to  provide  technical  assistance  to  com¬ 
plement  its  investment  activities.  The 
funding  for  this  technical  assistance  will 
come  out  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
fund. 

The  administration  intends  to  make  an 
initial  grant  of  $5  million  to  the  fund  from 
money  appropriated  this  fiscal  year  for  East 
European  assistance  in  the  foreign  affairs 
operations  Bill. 

The  Bulgarian- American  Agriculture  /Ag¬ 
ribusiness  Enterprise  Fund  may  make  loans, 
grants,  and  equity  investments  in  addition 
to  sponsoring  technical  assistance,  training, 
and  other  measures  designed  to  foster  the 
growth  of  private  business  in  all  sectors  of 
the  Bulgarian  economy,  with  a  particular 
emphasis  on  the  agriculture  sector. 

The  fund  will  be  a  private,  non-profit  or¬ 
ganization.  The  American  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  will  be  designated  by 
the  President  at  a  later  date.  The  fund  will 
maintain  appropriate  records  of  its  activities 
and  will  file  an  annual  report  that  includes 
a  statement  of  an  independent  auditor. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Cabinet  Meeting 
July  23,  1991 


Oil  Sales  by  Iraq 

Q.  How  do  you  feel  about  limited  oil  sales 
to  Iraq,  Mr.  President?  Mr.  President,  limit¬ 
ed  oil  sales  to  Iraq?  Limited  oil  sales  by 
Iraq,  excuse  me. 

The  President.  Limited  oil  sales  by  Iraq. 

To  raise  money. 

The  President  It’s  something  we  ought  to 
talk  about  here,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 

Q.  What  are  you  going  to  talk  about? 

Q.  That’s  on  the  agenda,  easing  the  sanc¬ 
tions  on  Iraq  to  allow - 

The  President.  Well,  it  might  well  be,  now 


that  it’s  been  raised  here — [laughter] — what 
our  position  is  on  that.  And  we’ve  talked 
out  there  at  the  U.N.,  as  you  know,  and  my 
view  is  the  U.N.  mechanism  is  clear  in 
terms  of  helping  children  and  those  who 
may  be  threatened  with  either  famine  or 
disease.  The  machinery  is  in  place  there. 
And  it’s  very  clear  that  Saddam  Hussein  has 
not  complied  with  the  U.N.  resolution,  so 
well  see  what  we  can  do. 

We’re  not  trying  to  hurt  any  individuals 
there.  Our  argument  is  not  with  the  women 
and  children  of  Iraq;  it’s  with  the  dictator. 
He  has  not  made  restitutions  regarding  the 
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Kuwaiti  people  that  are  held,  of  Kuwaiti 
gold  that  is  held,  total  disclosure  on  possible 
nuclear  developments.  And  so  there’s  much 
to  be  done. 

But  the  United  States  is  not  going  to  see 
suffering  of  innocent  women  and  children 
there.  There’s  all  kinds  of  mechanisms  avail¬ 
able  for  him  to  take  care  of  it — his  own 
resources  inside  the  country,  the  possible 
release  of  resources  outside  of  the  coun¬ 
try — and  it’s  a  matter  that’s  being  discussed 
at  the  United  Nations. 

I  had  a  good  discussion  this  morning  with 
Prince  Sadruddin  Khan,  who  is  doing  some 
fine  work  on  this  question.  But  we  haven’t 
resolved  yet,  and  I  need  to  talk  to — here, 
we  have  not  resolved  yet  exactly  what 
we’re  going  to  do  at  the  United  Nations. 

Q.  But  there  is  a  plan?  You  are  working 
on  a  plan,  possibly,  to  permit  some  oil  sales 


for  food  and  medicine? 

The  President  That’s  all  I’m  going  to  say 
about  it  right  now.  I  hope  you’ll  under¬ 
stand,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International]. 

Q.  I  don’t  quite — [laughter]. 

Trade  With  China 

Q.  Sir,  do  you  have  enough  votes  to  block 
MFN  or  to  keep  MFN  going  for  China? 

The  President  We’re  going  to  be  talking 
about  that  now,  too.  My  position  is  so  clear 
I  would  hope  so. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:05  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks ,  the  President  referred  to  Prince 
Sadruddin  Aga  Khan,  Executive  Delegate 
for  the  United  Nations  Secretary -General  on 
the  humanitarian  situation  in  Iraq . 


Remarks  at  the  Presentation  Ceremony  for  the  Take  Pride  in 
America  Awards 
July  23,  1991 


Good  to  see  you  all.  A  few  minutes  late, 
filling  out  the  frequent  flyer  forms.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

I’m  delighted  to  be  here.  And  let  me  just 
say  at  the  outset  of  this,  why,  I’m  just  back 
from  a  fascinating  trip  to  London  and  to 
Turkey  and  to  Greece,  and  I  think  it  was  a 
good  one.  But  now  I’m  back  to  the  very 
important  business  at  hand,  and  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  thank  some  people  who  have  done  a 
disproportionate  amount  for  their  country. 

To  Secretary  Lujan,  who’s  been  such  a 
driving  force  for  voluntarism  and  public 
land  stewardship,  I  salute  you  and  thank 
you.  And  of  course,  to  Linda  Evans,  who’s 
just  taken  so  much  interest  in  this  Take 
Pride  in  America  program,  we’re  very,  very 
grateful  to  her.  To  Senator  Conrad  Burns 
over  here,  we  salute  him  and  thank  him. 
And  to  all  of  you  who  have  shown  an  inter¬ 
est  in  this,  many  from  its  very  inception, 
thank  you  and  welcome  to  the  White 
House.  And  thank  heavens  we’re  doing  it 
indoors  instead  of  out.  [Laughter] 

You  know,  I  know  I  speak  for  everybody 


that  goes  abroad,  it  is  always  nice  to  be 
back  on  home  soil.  What  better  way  to 
come  home  after  visiting  distant  lands  than 
to  recognize  Americans  who  do  take  pride 
in  America,  our  millions  of  acres  of  forests 
and  parks,  wildlife  preserves,  and  beaches. 
The  Take  Pride  in  America  campaign  urges 
all  Americans  to  help  preserve  this  precious 
heritage  for  future  generations. 

Every  day,  everywhere  in  America, 
people  are  finding  ways  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.  We  call  these  Points  of  Light;  we 
refer  to  these  people  as  Points  of  Light. 
And  in  your  service  to  our  shared  environ¬ 
ment,  all  of  you  who  take  pride  in  America 
do  shine  brightly  and  brilliantly. 

Our  dog  Millie  is  doing  her  part.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  Last  time  I  threw  a  stick  out  on  the 
lawn  and  said,  ‘‘Fetch,”  she  had  me  written 
up  for  littering  out  here.  [Laughter] 

The  public  resources  that  you’ve  worked 
to  preserve  and  protect — the  parks  that 
you’ve  adopted,  the  rivers  you’ve  cleaned 
and  reclaimed,  the  children  that  you’ve 
taught — these  represent  a  legacy  for  future 
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generations  that  every  one  of  you  works  to 
serve. 

This  morning,  121  of  you  received  well- 
earned  recognition  for  your  commitment 
and  your  achievements  in  promoting  volun¬ 
tary  stewardship  of  our  public  lands.  And  I 
want  to  offer  my  congratulations  and  my 
admiration  and  respect  for  each  and  every 
one  of  you. 

This  afternoon,  among  so  many  special 
groups,  I  can’t  begin  to  recognize  all.  But 
let  me  offer  just  two  examples  of  what  it 
means  to  take  pride  in  America.  Take  Pat 
Mitchell.  As  a  volunteer,  she  travels  around 
the  State  of  Alabama  as  “Auntie  Litter” — 
here  she  is,  suited  up  for  the  occasion — 
[laughter] — “and  the  Pollution  Patrol,” 
teaching  schools,  churches,  and  other 
groups  about  the  new  three  R’s:  refuse 
[reuse],  reduce  waste,  and  recycling.  She’s 
showing  people  many  things  that  they  can 
do  to  improve  our  environment.  And  thank 
you  very  much  for  what  you  are  doing,  Pat. 

And  the  next  is  Rafael  Munoz — where  is 
he?  Right  here.  Here  he  is.  This  guy’s  of  the 
Norris  Square  Park  Patrol,  a  group  working 
in  one  of  the  most  deprived  areas  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  35  youngsters  who  make  up 
this  patrol,  from  10  to  18  years  old,  work 
several  hours  each  day  cleaning  the  park, 
picking  up  and  recycling  broken  glass, 


planting  trees  and  flowers,  and  painting 
park  benches.  The  patrols  have  discouraged 
vandals,  and  what  was  once  a  haven  for 
crime  and  drugs  has  become  a  place  where 
preschoolers  can  play  without  fear.  Keep  up 
the  good  work. 

It’s  really  unfair  to  single  out  anybody  in 
this  group,  because  each  of  the  award  win¬ 
ners  here  today  have  stories  of  equal  ac¬ 
complishment,  equally  worthy  of  recogni¬ 
tion,  who  deserve  to  be  emulated  across  our 
country. 

You  know,  one  of  the  previous  Presidents, 
one  of  my  predecessors,  Calvin  Coolidge, 
once  said:  “No  person  was  ever  honored  for 
what  he  received.  Honor  has  been  the 
reward  for  what  he  gave.”  And  so  it  is  with 
all  of  you  who  eagerly  and  actively  take 
pride  in  America.  So,  thank  you  all.  I’m  just 
delighted  that  this  is  my  first  event  since 
returning  to  the  good  old  U.S.  of  A. 

And  now,  I  want  to  turn  the  program 
over  to  Secretary  Lujan,  who  has  two  spe¬ 
cial  awards  to  present,  and  Linda  and  I  will 
be  the  spear  carriers  helping  him  out. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4  p.m.  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House .  In  his  re¬ 
marks,  he  referred  to  actress  Linda  Evans, 
spokesperson  for  the  Take  Pride  in  America 
program. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Extension  of  William 


Webster’s  Term  as  Director  of  the 
July  23,  1991 

The  President  today  requested  that  CIA 
Director  William  Webster  remain  in  his  po¬ 
sition  for  one  month  beyond  his  scheduled 
retirement  on  July  31.  Director  Webster 
graciously  consented  to  the  President’s  re¬ 
quest.  The  Director’s  immediate  response 
underscores  the  lifelong  dedication  to 
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public  service  that  has  marked  his  career. 
The  President  appreciates  this  commitment 
and  the  Director’s  willingness  to  change  his 
personal  plans.  The  President  requested  the 
extension  because  of  the  announced  delay 
in  the  confirmation  hearings  for  Robert  M. 
Gates. 
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Kuwaiti  people  that  are  held,  of  Kuwaiti 
gold  that  is  held,  total  disclosure  on  possible 
nuclear  developments.  And  so  there’s  much 
to  be  done. 

But  the  United  States  is  not  going  to  see 
suffering  of  innocent  women  and  children 
there.  There’s  all  kinds  of  mechanisms  avail¬ 
able  for  him  to  take  care  of  it — his  own 
resources  inside  the  country,  the  possible 
release  of  resources  outside  of  the  coun¬ 
try — and  it’s  a  matter  that’s  being  discussed 
at  the  United  Nations. 

I  had  a  good  discussion  this  morning  with 
Prince  Sadruddin  Khan,  who  is  doing  some 
fine  work  on  this  question.  But  we  haven’t 
resolved  yet,  and  I  need  to  talk  to — here, 
we  have  not  resolved  yet  exactly  what 
we’re  going  to  do  at  the  United  Nations. 

Q.  But  there  is  a  plan?  You  are  working 
on  a  plan,  possibly,  to  permit  some  oil  sales 


for  food  and  medicine? 

The  President.  That’s  all  Fm  going  to  say 
about  it  right  now.  I  hope  you’ll  under¬ 
stand,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International]. 

Q.  I  don’t  quite — [laughter). 

Trade  With  China 

Q.  Sir,  do  you  have  enough  votes  to  block 
MFN  or  to  keep  MFN  going  for  China? 

The  President.  We’re  going  to  be  talking 
about  that  now,  too.  My  position  is  so  clear 
I  would  hope  so. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:05  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks ,  the  President  referred  to  Prince 
Sadruddin  Aga  Khan ,  Executive  Delegate 
for  the  United  Nations  Secretary-General  on 
the  humanitarian  situation  in  Iraq. 


Remarks  at  the  Presentation  Ceremony  for  the  Take  Pride  in 
America  Awards 
July  23,  1991 


Good  to  see  you  all.  A  few  minutes  late, 
filling  out  the  frequent  flyer  forms.  \lMugh- 
ter] 

I’m  delighted  to  be  hero.  And  let  me  just 
say  at  the  outset  of  this,  why.  I’m  just  back 
from  a  fascinating  trip  to  London  and  to 
Turkey  and  to  Greece,  and  I  think  it  was  a 
good  one.  But  now  I’m  back  to  the  very 
important  business  at  hand,  and  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  thank  some  people  who  have  done  a 
disproportionate  amount  for  their  country. 

To  Secretary  Lujan,  who’s  been  such  a 
driving  force  for  voluntarism  and  public 
land  stewardship,  I  salute  you  and  thank 
you.  And  of  course,  to  Linda  Evans,  who’s 
just  taken  so  much  interest  in  this  Take 
Pride  in  America  program,  we’re  very,  very 
grateful  to  her.  To  Senator  Conrad  Burns 
over  here,  we  salute  him  and  thank  him. 
And  to  all  of  you  who  have  shown  an  inter¬ 
est  in  this,  many  from  its  very  inception, 
thank  you  and  welcome  to  the  White 
House.  And  thank  heavens  we’re  doing  it 
indoors  instead  of  out.  [Laughter) 

You  know,  I  know  I  speak  for  everybody 


that  goes  abroad,  it  is  always  nice  to  be 
back  on  home  soil.  What  better  way  to 
come  home  after  visiting  distant  lands  than 
to  recognize  Americans  who  do  take  pride 
in  America,  our  millions  of  acres  of  forests 
and  parks,  wildlife  preserves,  and  beaches. 
The  Take  Pride  in  America  campaign  urges 
all  Americans  to  help  preserve  this  precious 
heritage  for  future  generations. 

Every  day,  everywhere  in  America, 
people  are  finding  ways  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence,  We  (‘all  these  Points  of  Light;  we 
rider  to  these  people  as  Points  of  Light. 
And  in  your  service  to  our  shared  environ¬ 
ment,  all  of  you  who  take  pride  in  America 
do  shine  brightly  and  brilliantly. 

Our  dog  Millie  is  doing  her  part.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  Last  time  I  threw  a  stick  out  on  the 
lawn  and  said,  "Fetch,”  she  had  me  written 
up  for  littering  out  here.  [Laughter] 

The  public  resources  that  you’ve  worked 
to  preserve  and  protect — the  parks  that 
you’ve  adopted,  the  rivers  you’ve  cleaned 
and  reclaimed,  the  children  that  you’ve 
taught— these  represent  a  legacy  for  future 
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generations  that  every  one  of  you  works  to 
serve. 

This  morning,  121  of  you  received  well- 
earned  recognition  for  your  commitment 
and  your  achievements  in  promoting  volun¬ 
tary  stewardship  of  our  public  lands.  And  I 
want  to  offer  my  congratulations  and  my 
admiration  and  respect  for  each  and  every 
one  of  you. 

This  afternoon,  among  so  many  special 
groups,  I  can’t  begin  to  recognize  all.  But 
let  me  offer  just  two  examples  of  what  it 
means  to  take  pride  in  America.  Take  Pat 
Mitchell.  As  a  volunteer,  she  travels  around 
the  State  of  Alabama  as  “Auntie  Litter” — 
here  she  is,  suited  up  for  the  occasion — 
[laughter] — “and  the  Pollution  Patrol,” 
teaching  schools,  churches,  and  other 
groups  about  the  new  three  R’s:  refuse 
[reuse],  reduce  waste,  and  recycling.  She’s 
showing  people  many  things  that  they  can 
do  to  improve  our  environment.  And  thank 
you  very  much  for  what  you  are  doing,  Pat. 

And  the  next  is  Rafael  Munoz — where  is 
he?  Right  here.  Here  he  is.  This  guy’s  of  the 
Norris  Square  Park  Patrol,  a  group  working 
in  one  of  the  most  deprived  areas  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  35  youngsters  who  make  up 
this  patrol,  from  10  to  18  years  old,  work 
several  hours  each  day  cleaning  the  park, 
picking  up  and  recycling  broken  glass, 


planting  trees  and  flowers,  and  painting 
park  benches.  The  patrols  have  discouraged 
vandals,  and  what  was  once  a  haven  for 
crime  and  drugs  has  become  a  place  where 
preschoolers  can  play  without  fear.  Keep  up 
the  good  work. 

It’s  really  unfair  to  single  out  anybody  in 
this  group,  because  each  of  the  award  win¬ 
ners  here  today  have  stories  of  equal  ac¬ 
complishment,  equally  worthy  of  recogni¬ 
tion,  who  deserve  to  be  emulated  across  our 
country. 

You  know,  one  of  the  previous  Presidents, 
one  of  my  predecessors,  Calvin  Coolidge, 
once  said:  “No  person  was  ever  honored  for 
what  he  received.  Honor  has  been  the 
reward  for  what  he  gave.”  And  so  it  is  with 
all  of  you  who  eagerly  and  actively  take 
pride  in  America.  So,  thank  you  all.  I’m  just 
delighted  that  this  is  my  first  event  since 
returning  to  the  good  old  U.S.  of  A. 

And  now,  I  want  to  turn  the  program 
over  to  Secretary  Lujan,  who  has  two  spe¬ 
cial  awards  to  present,  and  Linda  and  I  will 
be  the  spear  carriers  helping  him  out. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  4  p.m.  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  re¬ 
marks ,  he  referred  to  actress  Linda  Evans , 
spokesperson  for  the  Take  Pride  in  America 
program. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Extension  of  William 


Webster’s  Term  as  Director  of  the 
July  23,  1991 

The  President  today  requested  that  CIA 
Director  William  Webster  remain  in  his  po¬ 
sition  for  one  month  beyond  his  scheduled 
retirement  on  July  31.  Director  Webster 
graciously  consented  to  the  President’s  re¬ 
quest.  The  Director’s  immediate  response 
underscores  the  lifelong  dedication  to 
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public  service  that  has  marked  his  career. 
The  President  appreciates  this  commitment 
and  the  Director’s  willingness  to  change  his 
personal  plans.  The  President  requested  the 
extension  because  of  the  announced  delay 
in  the  confirmation  hearings  for  Robert  M. 
Gates. 
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Nomination  of  Arthur  J.  Rothkopf  To  Be  General  Counsel  of  the 
Department  of  Transportation 
July  23,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Arthur  J.  Rothkopf,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  General  Counsel 
of  the  Department  of  Transportation.  He 
would  succeed  Phillip  D.  Brady. 

Currently  Mr.  Rothkopf  serves  as  a  senior 
partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Hogan  &  Hart- 
son  in  Washington,  DC,  and  has  served  as  a 
partner,  1969-present,  and  as  an  associate, 
1967-1969.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  asso¬ 
ciate  tax  legislative  counsel  with  the  De¬ 


partment  of  the  Treasury,  1963-1966;  su¬ 
pervisory  attorney  with  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  1960-1963;  and  as  a 
staff  attorney  with  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  Customs  Service,  1958-1960. 

Mr.  Rothkopf  graduated  from  Lafayette 
College  (B.A.,  1955)  and  Harvard  Law 
School  (LL.B.,  1958).  He  was  bora  May  24, 
1935,  in  New  York,  NY.  Mr.  Rothkopf  is 
married,  has  two  children,  and  resides  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Remarks  and  an  Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Nominations  of 
Robert  M.  Gates  and  Clarence  Thomas 
July  24,  1991 


The  President  Let  me  just  welcome  ev¬ 
erybody  back  and,  before  we  get  to  our 
business  at  hand,  make  a  comment  on  a 
couple  of  nominees.  One,  Bob  Gates,  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  strongly  support  him.  He's  a  good 
man.  I  defer  to  the  Senate  in  terms  of  the 
scheduling,  but  I  think  he’s  done  well  on  his 
calls. 

As  far  as  Judge  Thomas  goes,  I’m  told 
that  the  Senate  has  now  set  a  date  for  the 
hearing.  I  think  he’s  seen  something  like  32 
Senators.  It’s  my  judgment  that  the  more 
people  see  him  and  get  to  know  him,  they’ll 
understand  why  we  are  so  convinced  that 
he  will  be  an  outstanding  Justice  on  the 
Supreme  Court.  He’s  another  good  man.  So, 
I  just  hope  these  will  move  forward  after 
this  break - 

Senator  Thurmond.  August  the  10th  is 
the  date  set  for  the  hearings. 

Q.  September. 

The  President.  Well,  that’s  important  in¬ 
formation — 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  getting  worried 
about  the  Gates  nomination? 

The  President.  I’m  not  worried  about  it  a 
bit  because  I  think  fairness  will  out  in  the 
end,  and  I  think  that  the  man  deserves  to 
be  confirmed.  And  I’ve  seen  nothing  other 


than  innuendo  and  reports  that  he  must 
have  known  this  or  something — I  don’t 
want  to  get  started.  I  told  the  Cabinet  yes¬ 
terday  how  strongly  I  feel  about  this,  and  so 
I  will  stand  by  this  man. 

There’s  a  system  of  fairplay  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  I  think  it  should  apply  to  both 
nominees,  frankly.  And  I  think  the  way  this 
country  is  handling  it,  I  think  that’s  exactly 
what’s  going  to  happen.  So,  I’m  not  worried 
about  them,  but  I  wish  the  system  had  been 
able  to  take  care  of  both  those  nominations 
more  rapidly.  But  that’s  not  my  argument. 
The  Senate  has  every  right  to  set  its  own 
timing.  But  I  don’t  like  it  when  there’s  a  lot 
of  innuendo  and  suspicion. 

On  the  Thomas  nomination  now,  there  is 
a  kind  of  a  flurry  of  outrage  and  predictable 
smearing  of  the  man.  But  if  people  get  to 
see  him,  they  get  to  know  his  record,  they 
get  to  know  his  background — I  have  this 
feeling  this  country  is  strongly  behind  him. 
And  it’s  not  just  in  the — I  think  it’s  also  in 
the  minority  community.  The  survey  yester¬ 
day  showed  that,  strong  support  for  Judge 
Thomas  in  the  black  community.  This  is  a 
good  thing.  I  think  that’s  a  very  good  thing. 

So,  I  think  on  both  cases  the  merits  are 
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on  their  side.  And  I  just  am  pleased  that 
they  seem  to  moving  right,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  Gates  nomination,  I’d  hoped  it 
had  been  over  for — but  Bill  Webster  has 
been  very — I  think  you  all  saw  that — and 
very  generously  agreed  to  stay  on  through 
August.  And  then  I  expect  the  Senate  will 
act,  having  had  plenty  of  time  then  to  run 
down  some  of  these,  try  to  catch  some  of 
the  phantoms  out  there,  the  shadows. 

It’s  sorry  when  this  country — if  somebody 
is  known  to  have  said  that  maybe  the  guy 
above  him  should  have  known  this,  and  ap¬ 
parently  people  are  saying,  hey,  what’s  fair 
here?  What’s  right?  What’s  honorable?  And 
I  think  the  Senate  will  get  to  the  bottom  of 


all  of  that  on  Thomas,  and  the  man  will  be 
confirmed. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it’s  right  that  all  those 
questions  should  be  looked  into? 

The  President  Every  question  should  be 
looked  into,  yes.  But  what  you  shouldn’t  do 
is  have  a  guy  guilty  until  proved  innocent 
in  this  country.  It’s  just  backwards,  180.  I’m 
afraid - 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:15  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House ,  prior 
to  a  meeting  with  congressional  leaders.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to 
Robert  Mugabe  of  Zimbabwe 
July  24,  1991 

President  Bush.  Welcome,  everybody. 

Q .  Mr.  President,  are  you  disappoint¬ 
ed — 

President  Bush.  I’d  like  to  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  just  to  welcome  President 
Mugabe  here  to  the  Oval  Office.  I  met  him 
many  years  ago  on  a  visit  to  his  country  and 
have  seen  him  several  times  since  then.  But 
I’m  just  so  pleased  you’re  with  us - 

President  Mugabe.  Thanks  a  lot. 

President  Bush.  - and  very  glad  to 

have  you  here.  A  lot  to  talk  about,  about 
Africa. 

President  Mugabe.  Yes,  of  course. 

President  Bush.  Any  anything  else,  too,  I 
might  add. 

South  Africa 

Q.  President  Mugabe,  do  you  support 


Discussions  With  President 


President  Bush’s  decision  to  lift  sanctions 
against  South  Africa? 

President  Mugabe.  I  support  his  concern 
about  South  Africa,  his  repeated  concern 
that  there  must  be  human  rights,  and  the 
fact  that  he  imposed  sanctions  against  South 
Africa  and  still  maintains  quite  a  lot  of  sanc¬ 
tions  against  South  Africa  in  spite  of  the 
relaxation  that  has  taken  place. 

President  Bush.  That’s  what  I  call  a  very 
tactful  answer  and  a  very  good  answer,  too, 
I  might  add.  [Laughter] 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:03  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 


Remarks  Following  Discussions  With  President  Robert  Mugabe  of 

Zimbabwe 

July  24,  1991 

President  Bush.  Well,  Mr.  President,  let  pleased  to  meet  with  you  and  your  associ- 
me  just  say  that  I’ve  been  honored  and  ates  here  at  the  White  House  today.  I  re- 
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member  visiting  Zimbabwe  in  1982,  when  I 
was  Vice  President,  and  I  certainly  recall 
the  warm  reception  that  you  gave  me  per¬ 
sonally  and  that  the  Zimbabwean  people 
gave  our  whole  delegation.  And  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to,  in  some  small  way,  return 
that  hospitality. 

Our  nations  share  many  common  aspira¬ 
tions.  We  both  found  independence  in  revo¬ 
lution.  Americans  are  proud  of  the  role  we 
played  in  the  Lancaster  House  accords, 
paving  the  way  for  Zimbabwe’s  independ¬ 
ence  in  1980. 

Over  the  years,  we’ve  had  our  honest  dif¬ 
ferences.  But  we  both  share  a  fundamental 
belief  that  government  must  serve  the 
people  and  that,  through  democratic  elec¬ 
tions,  the  people  are  the  best  judge  of  gov¬ 
ernment’s  performance. 

The  last  year  and  a  half  has  brought  re¬ 
markable  and  bold  developments  in  your 
country  and,  indeed,  throughout  southern 
Africa.  Positive  change  moves  in  promising 
ways.  Zimbabwe  has  ended  its  state  of 
emergency  and  witnessed  free  and  open 
elections,  moving  with  the  tide  of  human 
aspiration  worldwide.  Last  year  your  party 
decided  against  attempts  to  legislate  a  one- 
party  state.  And  in  keeping  with  events 
throughout  Africa  and  around  the  world, 
Zimbabwe  has  abandoned  M arxist-Leninism 
as  its  guiding  principle.  Much  of  the  credit 
for  these  accomplishments,  sir,  go  to  you  for 
your  courage,  your  commitment  to  creating 
real  opportunity  for  your  people. 

And,  of  course,  opportunity  means  eco¬ 
nomic  growth,  and  you’ve  announced  this 
investment  policy,  a  new  investment  policy, 
as  part  of  a  broad  structural  adjustment  pro¬ 
gram  to  encourage  market-led  economic 
prosperity.  The  International  Monetary 
Fund  has  described  your  program  in  glow¬ 
ing  terms,  and  we  share  the  IMF’s  enthusi¬ 
asm. 

Last  July,  your  Government  signed  an  in¬ 
vestment  guarantee  agreement  with  our 
Overseas  Private  Investment  Corporation — 
we  call  it  OPIC.  And  since  then,  several 
firms  have  announced  their  intention  to 
invest  in  Zimbabwe.  Beyond  simply  pro¬ 
claiming  our  faith  in  your  country,  we’ve 
proved  it,  doubling  our  level  of  develop¬ 
ment  assistance  this  year.  We  will  continue 
to  look  for  ways  to  help  you  invigorate  Zim¬ 


babwe’s  promising  private  sector. 

I  believe  your  stature  worldwide  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow.  I  remember  congratulating 
you  in  1982  at  that  marvelous  state  dinner 
in  your  homeland  for  Zimbabwe’s  election 
to  the  United  Nations  Security  Council.  Ear¬ 
lier  this  year,  Zimbabwe’s  leadership  as 
President  of  that  Council  was  critical  to  the 
success  of  the  coalition’s  efforts  to  enforce 
U.N.  resolutions  against  Iraqi  aggression. 

We  were  very  proud  to  have  worked 
with  you  during  that  crucial  period.  And  we 
look  forward  to  a  strong  working  relation¬ 
ship  to  serve  as  a  force  for  positive  change 
in  southern  Africa,  including  Mozambique 
and  South  Africa. 

Our  conversations  today,  I  can  report, 
have  been  warm,  productive,  and  they 
should  serve  as  a  basis  to  broaden  and 
deepen  our  important  relationship.  We  sup¬ 
port  your  country’s  considered  steps  to  eco¬ 
nomic  reform,  Mr.  President,  and  we  hope 
those  measures  will  be  matched  by  similar 
progress  towards  multiparty  democracy. 

And  as  you  depart,  you  leave  with  the 
best  wishes  of  the  American  people  for  a 
more  peaceful  and  prosperous  and  free 
Zimbabwe,  and  we  look  forward  to  working 
with  you. 

Thank  you,  sir. 

President  Mugabe.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  members  of 
the  press.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  warmly  express  my  profound  appre¬ 
ciation  to  you,  Mr.  President,  for  kindly  in¬ 
viting  me  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
My  entire  delegation  and  I  are  extremely 
grateful  for  the  hospitality  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  since  our  arrival. 

The  President  and  I  have  held  useful  de¬ 
liberations  on  bilateral  and  wide-ranging 
international  issues.  Zimbabwe  is  imple¬ 
menting  an  economic  reform  program 
whose  main  components  are  trade  liberal¬ 
ization,  structural  adjustment  including 
strict  public  expenditure  aiming  at  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  budget  deficit,  the  decontrolling 
and  deregulation  of  the  economy,  and  the 
creation  of  an  atmosphere  conducive  to  in¬ 
creased  local  and  foreign  investment,  lead¬ 
ing  in  turn  to  an  expansion  of  the  economy 
and  the  generation  of  more  employment 
and  more  domestic,  regional,  and  interna- 
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tional  trade. 

This  bold  and  ambitious  but  achievable 
program,  which  will  open  up  our  economy 
to  market  forces,  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
World  Bank  and  the  IMF  and,  indeed,  has 
received  warm  support  from  the  United 
States  administration. 

Of  the  $16  billion  needed  to  finance  this 
5-year  program,  $12.5  billion  will  come 
from  within  Zimbabwe.  The  remaining  3.5 
must  be  mobilized  from  external  sources.  At 
our  March  Paris  donors  meeting,  we  were 
gratified  by  the  level  of  support  pledged, 
but  we  need  further  international  assistance 
to  enable  us  successfully  to  complete  the 
program. 

We  have  over  40  private  United  States 
companies  doing  business  in  Zimbabwe.  We 
hope  the  additional  incentives  and  the 
stable  political  situation  will  attract  more 
United  States  private  investors. 

Trade  is  an  important  part  of  our  eco¬ 
nomic  reform  program.  We  are,  therefore, 
encouraged  by  the  growing  trade  between 
our  two  countries.  We  hope  the  volume  of 
this  trade  will  increase  rapidly. 

Mr.  President,  Zimbabwe  appreciates  the 
development  aid  it  has  been  receiving  from 
the  United  States  bilaterally  and  through 
the  Southern  African  Development  Coordi¬ 
nation  Conference,  SADCC,  since  inde¬ 
pendence  in  1980.  I’m  sure  this  assistance 
plays  an  even  more  important  role  in  our 
economic  reform  program. 

Zimbabwe  welcomes  the  ending  of  the 
cold  war  and  the  rapprochement  currently 
prevailing  between  the  two  superpowers. 
Many  regions  in  the  developing  world,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  yet  benefiting  from  this  politi¬ 
cal  thaw. 

In  our  southern  African  region,  we  are 
still  confronted  by  apartheid  despite  the 
repeal  of  the  acts  that  legalized  it.  Whilst 
we  applaud  and  commend  President  de 
Klerk  for  steps  taken  so  far,  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  by  the  pace  of  events  and  the  con¬ 
tinuing  violence  bedeviling  that  country. 
Total  dismantlement  of  apartheid  and  a 
new  political  dispensation  leading  to  the 
creation  of  a  united  nonracial  democratic 
South  Africa  remains  our  ultimate  goal. 
That  is  why  we  in  southern  Africa  would 
urge  that  the  remaining  sanction  pressures 
on  the  Pretoria  regime  be  maintained  until 


the  path  to  democracy  has  reached  an  irre¬ 
versible  stage. 

The  end  of  hostilities  in  Angola  was  a 
most  welcome  development.  We  shall 
render  our  full  and  total  support  to  ensure  a 
lasting  peace.  And  may  I  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  congratulating  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  the  United  States  for  the  role  you  have 
played  in  bringing  about  the  peace  process 
in  Angola. 

In  Mozambique,  we  hope  the  two  sides 
will  also  move  quickly  towards  a  cease-fire 
and  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  solution. 
We  eagerly  await  the  restoration  of  peace 
in  our  area  and  the  chance  to  devote  our 
resources  to  development.  The  resolution  of 
these  conflicts  will  enhance  our  ability  in 
peaceful  times  to  unleash  all  our  forces  to 
combat  underdevelopment  and  consolidate 
our  economy. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  mindful  of  our 
close  cooperation  and  collaboration  during 
the  Gulf  crisis,  as  was  evidenced  during  our 
Presidency  of  the  Security  Council.  We  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  principles  of  international  law 
and  hope  that  the  momentum  of  bilateral 
cooperation  will  continue  and  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  a  broader  solution  and 
peace  in  the  Middle  East,  including  the 
final,  permanent,  and  satisfactory  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Palestinian  question. 

Once  again,  Mr.  President,  Zimbabwe  re¬ 
joices  in  the  excellent  relations  existing  be¬ 
tween  our  two  countries.  We  have  a  prov¬ 
erb  in  Zimbabwe  which  says:  One  never 
travels  a  path  once.  I  hope,  Mr.  President, 
having  traveled  the  path  to  Zimbabwe 
once,  you  will  travel  again  and  visit  us,  and 
the  Zimbabwean  people  will  once  again 
have  the  joy  of  receiving  you. 

May  I  thank  you  for  all  the  very  warm 
welcome  we  have  received  and  for  the  op¬ 
portunity  afforded  us  to  exchange  our  ideas. 
I  thank  you. 

President  Bush.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  Well  done,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  tomorrow’s  the  U.N. 
deadline  on  the  nuclear  report  from  Iraq. 
Do  you  expect  them  to  come  clean? 

President  Bush.  - stick  to  the — dead¬ 

line — no  comment  on  that  right  now. 
Don’t — playing  that  up  too  much,  but  they 
know  what  they  have  to  do. 
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Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  1:15  p.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House.  Prior 
to  their  remarks,  the  two  Presidents  met  pri¬ 
vately  in  the  Oval  Office  and  with  US.  and 
Zimbabwean  officials  in  the  Cabinet  Room, 


and  then  attended  a  luncheon  in  the  Old 
Family  Dining  Room.  Part  of  these  remarks 
could  not  be  verified  because  the  tape  was 
incomplete. 


Remarks  on  the  National  Energy  Strategy 
July  24,  1991 


Please  be  seated.  Thank  you  all  very 
much.  Well,  may  I  just  thank  everybody  for 
coming,  and  first  of  all  greet  our  Secretar¬ 
ies:  Jim  Watkins,  who  is  doing  an  absolutely 
superb  job  on  the  energy  front,  and  I’m 
delighted  that  he’s  here.  And  I  think  after  I 
do  my  number  here,  why,  he  will  get  into  a 
lot  more  of  the  substance.  But  I  want  to 
salute  also  Manuel  Lujan  and  Bill  Reilly, 
key  players  in  our  drive  to  do  a  better  job 
on  the  energy  front. 

And  of  course,  we  have  in  the  front  row, 
in  case  those  of  you  in  the  back  haven’t 
seen  them,  Senator  Wallop  and  Senator 
Bennett  Johnston  and  Phil  Sharp.  And  Mike 
Deland  is  over  here.  I’m  getting  in  trouble 
because  I’m  going  to — I  thought  Martin 
Allday  was  supposed  to  be  here  from 
FERC.  There  he  is,  right  there  in  the 
second  row — Midland,  Texas,  man.  [. Laugh¬ 
ter ]  Thank  you  again. 

Five  months  ago — and  many  of  you, 
maybe  not  all,  but  put  it  this  way,  most 
were  probably  here  that  day — we  an¬ 
nounced  our  comprehensive  and  balanced 
strategy  for  an  energy  future  that  is  secure, 
efficient,  and  environmentally  sound.  And 
our  national  energy  strategy  is  designed  to 
meet  needs  this  Nation  can’t  afford  to  com¬ 
promise:  Continued  economic  growth,  in¬ 
creased  energy  efficiency,  strong  environ¬ 
mental  protection,  and  then  a  reduced  de¬ 
pendence  on  foreign  oil. 

This  strategy  relies  on  the  magic  of  the 
marketplace,  the  resourcefulness  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  responsible  lead¬ 
ership  of  industry  and  government.  As  we 
enter  the  next  American  century,  this  bal¬ 
anced  approach  will  propel  a  larger  and 
larger  American  economy  in  a  more  and 
more  energy-efficient  way. 


And  some  have  pushed  for  radical  meas¬ 
ures  in  order  to  reduce  the  oil  imports  and 
reduce  our  dependency,  measures  that,  in 
my  view,  would  hurt  American  industries 
and  jobs  and  consumers.  So,  we’ve  got  to 
act  with  care;  but  it  is  our  firm  belief  that 
we’ve  got  to  act  comprehensively. 

And  our  energy  strategy  strikes  a  balance. 
We  believe  it  is  a  sound  and  reasonable 
middle  ground  that  will  achieve  greater 
energy  security  without  endangering  the 
environment  or  stopping  the  economy  in  its 
tracks. 

We  start  by  using  energy  more  efficient¬ 
ly.  And  we’ve  got  to  accelerate  our  research 
efforts  to  keep  America  on  the  cutting  edge 
of  new  energy  technologies  like  alternative 
fuels,  electric  cars,  high-speed  rail,  solar  and 
geothermal,  safer  and  more  secure  nuclear 
technology.  Today,  we  want  to  build  an 
energy  future  that  opens  the  door  to  new 
and  diverse  energy  sources  because  our 
energy  future  should  never  be  at  the  mercy 
of  foreign  exporters. 

As  Jim  Watkins  will  tell  you,  most  of  the 
initiatives  contained  in  this  strategy  can  be 
implemented  under  existing  authority.  And 
the  administration  has  already  made,  I 
think,  a  great  deal  of  progress.  We’ve  set  in 
motion  a  substantial  part  of  the  strategy  al¬ 
ready,  in  other  words,  without  waiting  for 
legislation  that’s  needed  in  other  areas. 

On  the  legislative  front,  we’ve  made  sub¬ 
stantial  headway  since  we  released  the 
strategy  last  February.  And  I  just  can’t  tell 
you  how  much  I  appreciate  the  leadership 
of  the  Members  of  Congress  that  are  here. 
We’re  talking  principally  about  the  Senate 
bill  here,  but  Senator  Johnston  and  Senator 
Wallop,  the  Senate  energy  committee 
passed  a  comprehensive  and  a  balanced 
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energy  bill,  one  which  embodies  the  key 
elements  of  our  strategy.  And  for  them  it 
hasn’t  been  easy.  They’ve  had  to  compen¬ 
sate  and  consider  a  lot  of  interests  up  there, 
but  they’ve  done  a  superb  job.  And  I  urge 
the  full  Senate  to  act  swiftly  on  this  bill 
which  should  win  support  from  conserva¬ 
tionists  and  industry  alike. 

There’s  been  a  lot  said  about  the  John- 
ston-Wallop  bill,  some  of  it,  frankly,  not 
very  accurate.  Let  me  tell  you  what  it  actu¬ 
ally  does.  On  balance,  it  defines  a  very  posi¬ 
tive  role  in  energy  for  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  It  enhances  efficiency,  energy  effi¬ 
ciency,  in  areas  like  building  efficiency 
standards,  Federal  energy  management  ef¬ 
forts,  energy  conservation  investments  by 
utilities,  and  the  development  of  new  trans¬ 
portation  technologies  and  alternative  fuels. 

On  the  supply  side,  it  ensures  access  to 
the  energy  we  need  to  sustain  continued 
growth,  growth  that  is  environmentally 
sound.  And  we’ve  made  a  lot  of  progress  on 
cleaner  burning  gasoline  over  the  last  few 
years,  private  industry  doing  a  superb  job 
with  its  own  research  in  this  area.  And  in 
the  bill  before  the  Senate,  we’ve  encour¬ 
aged  the  use  of  a  whole  range  of  environ¬ 
mentally  sound  fuels  like  ethanol,  methanol, 
electricity,  propane,  and  certainly,  encour¬ 
aging  the  use  of  more  clean  burning  natural 
gas. 

We  anticipate  that  the  Johnston-Wallop 
bill  will  reach  the  Senate  floor  hopefully 
right  after  the  August  recess.  I  would  defer 
to  the  experts,  but  that’s  what  we’re  hoping 
for.  They’ve  a  pretty  full  calendar  before 
the  August  recess.  The  House  began 
markup  on  the  bill  last  week,  and  were 
hoping  for  the  same  comprehensive  ap¬ 
proach  there  that  was  achieved  in  the 
Senate. 

We  need  Congress  to  act  wisely  and,  I 
think,  act  soon,  and  I  know  these  Members 
agree  with  that,  on  this  important  domestic 
policy  initiative.  And  we  need  action  on  all 
fronts:  To  remain  world  leaders  in  technolo¬ 
gy;  to  protect  the  environment;  to  make  the 
most  of  our  domestic  resources;  and  to  en¬ 
courage  energy  efficiency  through  incen¬ 
tives  for  industrial,  commercial,  and  private 
consumers. 

Unfortunately,  some  critics  don’t  seem  to 
see  the  big  picture.  They  focus  on  one  or 


two  issues  that  admittedly  are  controversial. 
And  if  I  think  they’re  controversial,  talk  to 
these  Senators  and  Congressmen  about  it, 
because  they  get  hammered  on  all  sides  on 
these  issues.  ANWR  clearly  is  one  of  them. 

And  let  me  give  you  a  little  history.  In 
1980,  Congress  specifically  avoided  desig¬ 
nating  part  of  the  coastal  plain  in  Alaska — 
the  ANWR,  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife 
Refuge — as  wilderness.  And  instead,  Con¬ 
gress  asked  the  Interior  Department  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  the  resources  of  ANWR 
could  be  developed  without  harming  the 
environment. 

Well,  since  then,  Interior  has  conducted 
or  examined  more  than  170  studies.  And 
time  after  time,  these  studies  have  shown 
that  under  strict  environmental  oversight, 
ANWR’s  coastal  plain  and  its  resources 
could,  indeed,  be  developed  safely.  The 
wildlife  will  be  protected.  John  Turner,  the 
Director  of  Fish  and  Wildlife,  is  here  today, 
and  he’s  conducted  rigorous  studies.  The 
way  of  life  will  be  protected.  And  finally, 
the  State  of  Alaska  fully  supports  ANWR’s 
development. 

So,  I  urge  the  Congress  to  take  a  look  at 
these  facts — more  than  170  studies  and  the 
considered  opinion  of  Alaska’s  own  govern¬ 
ment — and  not  to  be  distracted  by  the  crit¬ 
ics,  many  of  whom  come  from  the  extreme 
side.  There  are  some  that  aren’t,  that  just 
reasonably  have  doubt,  but  we  cannot  let 
our  policy  be  shaped  in  this  manner.  And 
so,  please  encourage  people  to  take  a  look 
at  the  record. 

Of  course,  all  of  you  are  here  today  be¬ 
cause  you  can  make  a  difference  in  the 
energy  future  of  this  country.  And  some 
people  act  as  if  Washington  can  snap  its 
fingers  and  impose  an  energy  strategy  on 
the  rest  of  the  country.  We  know  that  just 
won’t  work. 

The  best  part  of  our  strategy  is  that  it 
does  draw  upon  our  greatest  resource — I’d 
call  it  a  national  resource — and  that  is  the 
ingenuity  of  our  own  people.  With  their  re¬ 
sourcefulness,  we  can  ensure  that  America 
in  the  next  century  will  be  energy  efficient, 
environmentally  sound,  and  economically 
strong. 

And  so,  I  really  wanted  to  come  over 
here  today,  first  of  all,  to  say  thank  you,  to 
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salute  those  Members  of  Congress  who  are 
out  front  and  laying  it  on  the  line — it’s  not 
without  a  political  downside  to  any  of 
them — to  stand  up  courageously  for  the 
kind  of  program  that  we’ve  talked  about 
here.  And  as  Bennett,  Malcolm,  and  Con¬ 
gressman  Sharp  will  tell  you,  sure  there  are 
differences  from  time  to  time,  but  we’re  all 
on  the  same  general  track  here.  And  I  think 
it’s  the  right  one  for  our  country. 

So,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  support. 
And  I  hope — and  I’m  right  confident,  look¬ 
ing  around  this  room — that  we  can  count  on 
your  continuing  support.  So,  thank  you  all 


very  much  for  your  interest,  taking  the 
time  from  these  fantastically  busy  schedules 
that  everybody  around  this  room  has.  And 
we’re  with  you.  I’m  strongly  in  support  of 
this  program  that  our  able  Secretary,  Jim 
Watkins,  will  outline  in  more  detail.  And 
once  again,  thanks  for  coming. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:53  p.m.  in 
Room  450  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Mi¬ 
chael  R.  Deland ,  Chairman  of  the  Council 
on  Environmental  Quality. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  a  Budget  Deferral  and 

Rescission 

July  24,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment 
Control  Act  of  1974,  I  herewith  report  one 
proposed  rescission  totaling  $5,000,000  and 
one  revised  deferral  of  budget  authority 
now  totaling  $127,036,000.  Including  the 
revised  deferral,  funds  reported  as  withheld 
now  total  $10.3  billion. 

The  proposed  rescission  affects  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Defense.  The  deferral  affects 
the  Department  of  State.  The  details  of  the 


deferral  and  proposed  rescission  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  attached  report. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  24,  1991. 

Note:  The  attachment  detailing  the  deferral 
and  proposed  rescission  was  printed  in  the 
Federal  Register  of  July  31. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  a  Report  on  the  Ready 

Reserve 

July  24,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Pursuant  to  section  673(d)  of  title  10, 
United  States  Code,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  the  enclosed  report  relating  to 
units  of  the  Ready  Reserve  of  the  Armed 
Forces  that  remain  on  active  duty  under 
the  provisions  of  section  673  as  of  July  1, 
1991. 

Retention  of  these  units  is  required  by 
continuing  military  requirements  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  ongoing  emergency  declared 
in  accordance  with  section  301  of  the  Na¬ 


tional  Emergencies  Act,  and  Executive 
Order  12743,  January  18,  1991,  “Ordering 
of  the  Ready  Reserve  of  the  Armed  Forces 
to  Active  Duty.” 

Ready  Reserve  units  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  Air  Force  are  still  performing  essential 
missions  in  the  United  States,  Europe,  and 
Persian  Gulf  area  that  support  the  retro¬ 
grade  of  U.S.  Armed  Forces  from  the  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf.  Ready  Reserve  units  of  the  Army 
are  also  participating  in  Operation  Provide 
Comfort  by  supporting  efforts  to  provide 
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humanitarian  assistance  to  Kurdish  refugees 
in  Turkey  and  northern  Iraq.  Marine  Corps 
Ready  Reserve  units  remain  deployed  to 
the  Western  Pacific  to  fulfill  the  strategic 
military  obligations  of  the  United  States  in 
that  region.  They  will  remain  deployed 
until  such  time  as  the  Active  component 
elements  deployed  to  the  Gulf  can  be  re¬ 
constituted  in  the  Western  Pacific,  an  effort 
that  was  also  delayed  by  Operations  Pro¬ 


vide  Comfort  and  Sea  Angel,  in  which  re¬ 
turning  U.S.  forces  provided  humanitarian 
relief  to  victims  of  natural  disasters  in  Ban¬ 
gladesh. 

All  Coast  Guard  Ready  Reserve  units 
have  been  released  from  active  duty. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  24,  1991. 


Remarks  at  the  Antiochian  Orthodox  Christian  Church  Annual 
Convention  in  Arlington,  Virginia 
July  25,  1991 


Well,  thank  you.  My  heavens,  what  a 
wonderfully  warm  welcome.  Fm  just  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  with  you.  I  want  to  salute 
Archbishop  Saliba,  a  man  I’ve  known  for 
many  years.  My  pleasure  to  see  you  again, 
sir.  And  congratulations  on  celebrating  25 
years  as  the  leader  of  this  church.  . 

I  think  our  timing  on  this  meeting  is 
pretty  good  because  just  3  days  ago— -who  is 
this  guy? — [ laughter ] — I  returned  from 
Turkey,  the  nation  that  is  the  home  to  the 
ancient  city  that  gives  your  church  its 
name.  And  ancient  Antioch  is  where  the 
name  “Christian”  first  came  into  use,  a  city 
where  a  tradition  of  tolerance  took  shape 
around  a  faith  that  would  one  day  light  the 
lives  of  millions.  The  strength  of  your  faith 
and  the  welcome  it  has  found  in  America  is 
testimony  that  the  spirit  of  Antioch  lives 
today  and  flourishes. 

The  spirit  of  Antioch  and  the  spirit  of 
America  really  have  much  in  common.  For 
many  years  now,  Fve  been  blessed  with  the 
privilege  to  represent,  in  one  way  or  an¬ 
other,  this  great  country.  And  wherever 
I’ve  gone,  on  every  continent,  in  every 
corner  of  the  world,  I  find  people  who  have 
tremendous  admiration  for  America  and  all 
it  stands  for.  And  yes,  part  of  it  grows  out  of 
the  fascination  with  our  music  and  our 
movies  and  with  the  clothes  we  wear  or  the 
cars  we  drive.  But  what  attracts  people  to 
America  more  than  any  material  thing  is  an 
idea,  and  that  idea  is  freedom. 

And  we  must  remember — especially  in 


this,  the  bicentennial  year  of  our  Bill  of 
Rights — that  a  central  part  of  that  American 
idea  is  a  freedom  of  faith,  the  right  of  every 
man  and  woman  to  worship,  to  witness  God 
as  they  see  fit.  From  the  settlers  and  seek¬ 
ers  who  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  to  the 
pilgrims  of  our  own  day,  America  has  long 
been  a  safe  haven,  a  welcome  refuge  from 
persecution.  They  come  to  our  shores  to 
trade  tyranny  for  tolerance.  And  all  faiths 
are  welcome  here.  Tolerance  is  our  way  of 
recognizing  the  limits  of  our  own  earth- 
bound  understanding.  Tolerance  testified  to 
the  fact  that  we  are  human,  only  human: 
that  before  God,  our  vast  knowledge,  all  our 
science,  all  the  wisdom  of  the  ages,  is  a 
single  drop  of  water,  and  our  ignorance  an 
ocean. 

Faith  has  a  power  of  its  own.  As  in  the 
earliest  days  at  Antioch,  the  means  of 
moving  men  remains  the  same:  the  power 
of  example,  of  life  lived  in  harmony  with  an 
ideal. 

The  image  of  the  Good  Shepherd  was 
present  in  Peter’s  mind  when  he  wrote: 
Tend  the  flock  of  God,  that  is  your  charge, 
not  by  constraint  but  willingly,  not  for 
shameful  gain  but  eagerly,  not  as  domineer¬ 
ing  over  those  in  your  charge  but  being 
examples  to  the  flock. 

The  same  ethic  governs  not  simply  men 
but  nations.  And  when  America  acts  in  the 
world,  we  must  act  as  a  moral  agent,  as  a 
force  for  good.  Many  times,  the  path  for¬ 
ward  is  full  of  obstacles,  and  the  choices  we 
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confront  neither  black  nor  white,  in  a  world 
of  lesser  evils.  And  still,  we  must  choose.  To 
advance  American  ideals,  we  must  act. 

Nowhere  are  the  choices  more  difficult 
than  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the  Middle 
East.  Many  of  you  came  to  this  country 
from  that  region,  leaving  friends  and  family, 
leaving  a  part  of  yourselves  behind.  For 
you,  the  suffering  and  turmoil  in  that  part 
of  the  world  is  not  simply  political  but  per¬ 
sonal.  You  feel  it  deeply  in  your  hearts.  And 
I  cannot  share  your  private  anguish,  but  I 
can  say  from  my  heart,  it  pains  me  deeply 
to  see  the  Middle  East,  sacred  ground  of 
three  great  faiths,  riven  by  hatred  and  con¬ 
flict. 

In  Iraq,  we  confronted  a  country  under 
the  rule  of  a  man  of  brutal  means  and,  in 
my  view,  unmitigated  evil;  a  man  who 
made  war  on  his  own  people,  menaced  his 
neighbor,  and  threatened  the  world’s  peace. 

I  believed  then  and  I  believe  now  that 
what  we  and  our  coalition  partners  did  to 
stand  up  against  Saddam  Hussein’s  aggres¬ 
sion  was  right;  it  was  just;  it  was  moral.  And 
we  did  the  right  thing.  Who  can  doubt  this 
now,  knowing  as  we  do  just  how  close 
Saddam  Hussein  was  to  possessing  nuclear 
weapons  and  the  means  to  deliver  them 
against  defenseless  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

We  fought  not  for  a  narrow  interest  but 
for  a  noble  ideal.  And  we  fought  to  liberate 
a  nation,  to  defeat  an  aggressor  who 
brought  misery,  who  brings  it  still,  to  many 
millions  of  innocent  people.  I’ve  said  over 
and  over  again,  and  I’ll  repeat  it  here  today: 
We  have  no  quarrel  at  all,  none,  with  the 
people  of  Iraq.  But  Iraq  will  not  realize  its 
potential  as  a  nation,  rejoining  the  family  of 
nations,  so  long  as  Saddam  Hussein  stays  in 
power. 

At  every  point  during  the  Gulf  conflict,  I 
held  out  hope  that  out  of  the  horrors  of  war 
might  come  new  prospects  for  peace.  That 
hope  is  even  stronger  now.  In  Lebanon,  we 
see  the  first  tangible  signs  of  political 
progress,  of  domestic  reconciliation  and  re¬ 
stored  order  after  a  decade  and  a  half  of 
nightmarish  civil  war.  Thanks  to  the  Taif 
accords,  a  truly  sovereign  Lebanon,  one 
free  of  all  armed  militias  and  foreign  forces, 
is  no  longer  just  a  dream. 

Just  last  week,  Secretary  Jim  Baker  un¬ 


dertook  his  fifth  mission  to  the  Middle  East, 
fifth  since  the  Gulf  war.  His  purpose:  To 
bring  about  a  peace  conference  designed  to 
launch  direct  negotiations  between  Israel 
and  its  Arab  neighbors.  Building  on  the 
positive  response  from  Syria,  we’ve  gained 
the  agreement  of  Egypt,  Jordan,  Lebanon, 
and  the  six-State  Gulf  Cooperation  Council, 
GCC,  to  attend  a  peace  conference  with 
Israel. 

As  a  result,  we  know  for  certain  now  that 
the  Israelis  are  studying  our  proposal  seri¬ 
ously.  We  hope  that  they  will  respond  fa¬ 
vorably  to  this  historic  opportunity  for 
peace  and  security.  I  know  the  Palestinians 
are  closely  examining  their  choices.  And 
here,  too,  I  would  ask  only  that  they  do 
everything  possible  to  take  advantage  of 
this  unprecedented  situation  to  attain  their 
legitimate  rights  and  at  the  same  time  fur¬ 
ther  the  cause  of  peace. 

And  as  you  all  know,  we  also  have  the 
public  commitment  of  several  Arab  States 
including  Egypt,  Jordan,  Saudi  Arabia  to 
suspend  the  economic  boycott  of  Israel,  if 
Israel  suspends  settlement  activity  in  the 
occupied  territories. 

In  the  Middle  East,  as  in  Lebanon,  our 
objective  remains  a  peace  that  is  fair  to  all 
parties,  a  peace  that  promotes  the  security 
of  our  friends  and  true  stability  in  the 
entire  region.  At  the  same  time,  all  of  us 
must  understand  the  challenges  to  come 
and  the  limits  to  what  we  can  do.  No  one — 
not  this  President,  not  the  United  States, 
not  the  U.S.S.R.  or  the  U.N.  or  our  Europe¬ 
an  allies — no  one  can  impose  a  solution  that 
the  parties  in  the  Middle  East  do  not  wel¬ 
come  and  cannot  live  with.  But  the  difficul¬ 
ties  must  never  stand  in  our  way.  We  can 
and  will  be  catalysts  for  peace.  That  is  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Just  as  the  Christians  of  Antioch  led  by 
example,  so,  too,  we  who  would  ask  others 
to  follow  must  begin  by  asking  more  of  our¬ 
selves.  As  Paul  wrote  to  the  Romans:  Let  us, 
therefore,  follow  after  the  things  which 
make  for  peace. 

Once  again,  let  me  tell  you  what  a  joy  it 
is  to  be  here.  Let  me  give  you  the  commit¬ 
ment  I’ve  given  to  the  American  people 
that  I  will  go  the  extra  mile,  walk  the  extra 
distance  to  try  to  bring  this  peace,  lasting 
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peace,  long-sought-for  peace,  to  this  trou¬ 
bled  corner  of  the  world.  I  feel  it  deeply  in 
my  heart. 

Thank  you.  And  may  God  bless  this  great 
Nation,  the  United  States  of  America. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:15  a.m.  in 
the  Arlington  Room  of  the  Crystal  Gateway 
Marriott  Hotel  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred 
to  Metropolitan  Philip  Saliba ,  Primate  of 
the  Archdiocese ,  and  to  a  baby  in  the  audi¬ 
ence. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  National  Literacy  Act  of  1991 
July  25,  1991 


The  President  Please  be  seated,  every¬ 
body.  And  let  me  welcome  our  two  Secre¬ 
taries  here  and  also  Barbara  Bush,  who’s 
long  been  interested  in  literacy,  and  the 
Members  of  Congress. 

As  a  Nation,  we  have  great  educational 
needs.  And  those  needs  don’t  stop  at  the 
schoolhouse  door.  In  this  America  2000 
strategy  that  Lamar  and  I  and  Lynn  and 
others  here  and  from  the  Congress  have 
been  working  on,  we’re  committed  to  a 
world-class  education  for  today’s  and  tomor¬ 
row’s  kids.  And  we’re  just  as  concerned 
with  today’s  workers  and  parents. 

Eighty-five  percent  of  America’s  workers 
for  the  year  2000  are  already  in  the  work 
force,  and  many  of  them  need  help  to  im¬ 
prove  their  job  skills,  to  learn  how  to  be 
better  parents,  neighbors,  citizens,  commu¬ 
nity  leaders,  friends.  And  that  means  re¬ 
committing  ourselves  to  literacy  for  all 
Americans. 

Education  is  not  just  about  making  a 
living;  it’s  also  about  making  a  life.  And 
literacy  is  where  education  begins.  I  first 
understood  the  truth  of  that  statement  by 
watching  Barbara  in  her  work  that  still  con¬ 
tinues,  working  her  heart  out  for  literacy. 
And  I  understood  it  even  better  when  I 
stood  at  the  National  Literacy  Honors  Cele¬ 
bration  last  year  and  shook  the  hands  of 
grown  men  and  women  who  changed  the 
course  of  their  lives  by  learning  how  to 
read.  I’ve  learned  that  the  tears  of  joy  in 
their  eyes  are  only  the  beginning  of  the 
difference  that  literacy  makes  for  all  of  us, 
as  individuals  and  as  a  Nation. 

And  that’s  why  the  Governors  and  I  es¬ 
tablished  a  national  education  goal  for  adult 
literacy  and  lifelong  learning.  Goal  5  states 


that  by  the  year  2000,  every  adult  Ameri¬ 
can  will  be  literate  and  will  possess  the 
knowledge  and  skill  necessary  to  compete 
in  a  global  economy  and  exercise  the  rights 
and  responsibilities  of  citizenship.  Well, 
that’s  an  impressive  goal,  and  one  that  we 
move  closer  to  reaching  today. 

And  so,  I  am  delighted  to  sign  into  law 
our  first  major  step  toward  a  fully  literate 
America,  an  historic  national  commitment 
to  literacy.  This  bill  is  truly  national.  It  cre¬ 
ates  a  network  for  literacy  that  starts  here 
in  my  Cabinet  with  the  cooperative  effort 
of  every  agency  that  has  a  real  stake  in 
literacy.  And  it  reaches  out  into  every 
region  and  State  of  our  country  because  lit¬ 
eracy  is  a  need  that  knows  no  boundaries. 

A  literate  work  force  is  crucial  to  the 
future  of  our  economy.  And  the  future  of 
our  children  rests  on  the  literacy  of  their 
parents  who  are  their  first  teachers.  The 
future  of  our  democracy  depends  on  an  in¬ 
formed,  literate  populace.  Thomas  Jefferson 
said  that  “a  nation  that  expects  to  be  igno¬ 
rant  and  free  expects  what  never  was  and 
never  will  be.” 

And  I’m  happy  to  say  that  this  piece  of 
legislation — and  you  can  tell  that  from  this 
unlikely  array  of  Congressmen  and  Senators 
joined  together  here — [ laughter ] — but  it’s 
really  important.  This  is  bipartisan  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word.  And  it  was  devel¬ 
oped  with  the  wise  counsel  of  the  American 
people:  Educators  and  business  leaders, 
some  of  whom  are  with  us  today,  public 
officials  and  private  citizens. 

And  it  is  my  great  hope  and  belief  that 
this  legislation  will  provide  the  means  for  us 
to  become  the  most  literate,  productive 
nation  on  Earth.  And  it  is  another  step  the 
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administration  and  Congress  will  be  taking 
toward  the  full  implementation  of  America 
2000. 

And  now,  therefore,  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
sign  into  law  H.R.  751,  the  National  Liter¬ 
acy  Act.  And  I’d  like  to  invite  the  Senators 
and  Members  of  the  House  that  are  with  us 
today  to  kind  of  come  up  here,  if  you 
would,  while  we  do  this.  It’s  painless  and 
short.  [Laughter]  Thank  you  all  very  much 
for  coming. 

[At  this  point,  the  President  signed  the  bill] 


Senator  Simon.  And  I  think  Barbara 
ought  to  get  the  pen,  Mr.  President. 
[Laughter] 

The  President  Great  idea. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5  p.m.  in  the 
Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Educa¬ 
tion  Lamar  Alexander  and  Secretary  of 
Labor  Lynn  M.  Martin.  H.R.  751,  approved 
July  25,  was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102- 
73. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  National 
July  25,  1991 

Today  I  have  signed  H.R.  751,  the  “Na¬ 
tional  Literacy  Act  of  1991.”  This  legislation 
represents  another  significant  step  toward 
implementing  our  AMERICA  2000  strategy 
and  attaining  the  National  Education  Goal 
of  adult  literacy  and  lifelong  learning. 

Improving  literacy  is  one  of  my  Adminis¬ 
tration’s  most  important  objectives.  I  have 
consistently  proposed  increases  in  funding 
for  literacy  programs,  including  Even  Start 
and  adult  education,  and  continued  support 
for  current  Federal  research  efforts  and  the 
National  Adult  Literacy  Survey. 

We  have  also  initiated  a  number  of  meas¬ 
ures  designed  to  enhance  Federal  efforts  in 
this  area.  In  1990,  I  established  a  Task 
Force  on  Literacy  to  coordinate  Federal  lit¬ 
eracy  policies  and  programs  and  to  stimu¬ 
late  efforts  to  improve  literacy  in  our 
Nation.  A  host  of  Federal  departmental  and 
interagency  activities  have  been  launched 
as  a  result  of  this  collaboration. 

The  Administration  has  worked  closely 
with  the  Congress  to  fashion  an  effective 
literacy  initiative  to  enhance  government¬ 
wide  coordination  and  cooperation.  H.R. 
751  is  the  product  of  that  effort.  H.R.  751 
would  establish  new  literacy  programs  and 
provide  higher  authorization  levels  for 
some  current  adult  literacy  programs. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  that  State  liter¬ 
acy  resource  centers  envisioned  by  the  Act 
are  very  similar  to  the  regional  literacy  re- 


Literacy  Act  of  1991 


source  centers  proposed  in  our  AMERICA 
2000  Excellence  in  Education  Act. 

I  am  also  pleased  that  H.R.  751  provides 
for: 

— a  multi-agency  supported  National  In¬ 
stitute  for  Literacy,  which  will  contain 
a  national  clearinghouse  on  literacy, 
give  technical  assistance  to  basic  skills 
providers,  and  validate  exemplary  prac¬ 
tices  in  the  field; 

— a  National  Workforce  Literacy  Assist¬ 
ance  Collaborative  to  improve  the  basic 
skills  of  individuals  by  assisting  small- 
and  medium-sized  businesses  and  labor 
organizations  to  develop  and  imple¬ 
ment  literacy  programs; 

— a  number  of  desirable  improvements  to 
the  Even  Start  program;  and 

— support  for  discretionary  State  literacy 
programs  in  correctional  institutions. 

I  must  note  that  section  102(cX2)  of  the 
Act,  which  adds  new  subsection  (f)(1)  to  sec¬ 
tion  384  of  the  Adult  Education  Act  (20 
U.S.C.  1213c),  could  be  read  to  constrain 
the  President’s  authority  to  select  nominees 
for  certain  positions  to  which  the  Senate 
gives  its  advice  and  consent.  Because  such  a 
constraint  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
Appointments  Clause  of  the  Constitution, 
this  provision  must  be  interpreted  as  preca¬ 
tory  rather  than  mandatory. 

H.R.  751  is  a  good  example  of  the  con- 
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structive,  bipartisan  effort  needed  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  goal  of  increasing  literacy  in  our 
Nation. 

George  Bush 


The  White  House, 

July  25,  1991. 

Note:  H.H.  751 ,  approved  July  25,  was  as¬ 
signed  Public  Law  No.  102-73. 


Nomination  of  George  Edward  Moose  To  Be  United  States  Deputy 
Representative  at  the  United  Nations  Security  Council 
July  25,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  George  Edward  Moose,  of 
Maryland,  to  be  Deputy  Representative  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  the  Securi¬ 
ty  Council  of  the  United  Nations,  with  the 
rank  of  Ambassador.  He  would  succeed 
Milton  James  Wilkinson. 

Since  1988  Ambassador  Moose  has  served 
as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Republic  of 
Senegal.  Prior  to  this  he  served  at  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State  as  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Management  Operations,  1987-1988,  and 
as  Deputy  Director  of  the  Office  of  Man¬ 
agement  Operations,  1986-1987.  From 


Nomination  of  David  J.  Ryder  To 
Mint 

July  25 ;  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  David  J.  Ryder,  of  Virgin¬ 
ia,  to  be  Director  of  the  Mint,  Department 
of  the  Treasury,  for  a  term  of  5  years.  He 
would  succeed  Donna  Pope. 

Since  1990  Mr.  Ryder  has  served  as 
Deputy  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  Mr.  Ryder  served 
as  an  Assistant  to  the  Vice  President  and 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  in  the  Office  of  the 
Vice  President,  1989-1990;  director  of  man¬ 
agement  and  operations  for  the  Presidential 
transition  team,  1988-1989;  director  of  op¬ 
erations  for  the  1988  Republican  National 
Convention,  1988;  and  director  of  oper- 


1983  to  1986  he  served  as  Ambassador  to 
the  People’s  Republic  of  Benin.  In  addition, 
he  served  as  deputy  political  counselor  to 
the  U.S.  Mission  to  the  United  Nations, 
1980-1983;  an  international  affairs  fellow 
with  the  Council  on  Foreign  Relations, 
1979-1980;  and  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Southern  African  Affairs  at  the 
Department  of  State,  1978-1979. 

Ambassador  Moose  graduated  from  Grin- 
nell  College  (B.A.,  1966).  He  was  born  June 
23,  1944,  in  New  York,  NY.  Ambassador 
Moose  is  married  and  resides  in  Senegal. 


Be  Director  of  the  United  States 


ations  for  TCOM  Systems,  Inc.,  1986-1988. 
In  addition,  he  served  as  Deputy  Assistant 
to  the  Vice  President  and  Director  of  Ad¬ 
vance  for  the  Office  of  the  Vice  President, 
1985-1986.  Mr.  Ryder  served  with  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce  as  commissioner 
general  of  section  and  director  of  the  U.S. 
Pavilion  at  the  1984  Louisiana  World  Expo¬ 
sition,  1984-1985;  and  as  deputy  commis¬ 
sioner  general  of  section  and  director  of  the 
U.S.  Pavilion,  1983-1984. 

Mr.  Ryder  attended  Boise  State  Universi¬ 
ty.  He  was  bom  October  14,  1955,  in  Bil¬ 
lings,  MT.  Mr.  Ryder  is  married,  has  two 
children,  and  resides  in  Arlington,  VA. 
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Nomination  of  Richard  C.  Houseworth  To  Be  United  States 
Alternate  Executive  Director  of  the  Inter-American  Development 
Bank 

July  25,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Richard  C.  Houseworth,  of 
Arizona,  to  be  United  States  Alternate  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  the  Inter-American  De¬ 
velopment  Bank.  He  would  succeed  Larry 
K.  Mellinger. 

Since  1988  Mr.  Houseworth  has  served  as 
Director  of  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to 
this  he  served  in  several  positions  at  the 
Arizona  Bank:  consultant,  1987-1988;  exec¬ 


utive  vice  president  and  senior  corporate 
development  officer,  1982-1987;  and  execu¬ 
tive  vice  president  and  branch  administra¬ 
tor,  1972-1982. 

Mr.  Houseworth  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Kansas  (B.S.,  1950).  He  was  born 
January  18,  1928,  in  Harveyville,  KS.  Mr. 
Houseworth  served  in  the  U.S.  Army,  1946- 
1948.  He  is  married,  has  three  children,  and 
resides  in  Chevy  Chase,  MD. 


Remarks  Commemorating  the  First  Anniversary  of  the  Signing  of 
the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990 
July  26,  1991 


First,  may  I  greet  the  distinguished  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  here  in  the  front  rows, 
thank  them  for  coming,  thank  them  for 
their  interest  in  the  passage  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  legislation  we're  here  to  celebrate 
today,  but  also  in  their  interest  in  following 
up  on  it.  May  I  greet  also  the  Attorney 
General,  Dick  Thornburgh,  and  our  Secre¬ 
tary  of  HHS,  Lou  Sullivan,  and  the  Vice 
President,  of  course.  He  and  I  welcome  you 
to  the  Rose  Garden.  And  may  I  salute  the 
other  guests  that  are  with  us.  And  a  special 
thanks  today  to  the  men  and  women  from 
our  business  community.  American  corpora¬ 
tions,  you  see,  are  a  vital  part  of  this  team, 
and  your  support  of  the  ADA  is  critical  to 
its  success. 

One  year  ago,  I  stood  over  there — many 
of  you  present — on  the  South  Lawn.  And  I 
will  never,  literally,  never  forget  that  sight 
or  certainly  the  emotional  feeling  I  felt  on 
that  day.  Thousands  of  people  from  across 
the  country  had  come  to  celebrate  the  sign¬ 
ing  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act, 
one  of  the  most  comprehensive  civil  rights 
bills  in  the  history  of  this  country.  And 
while  people  felt  a  justifiable  sense  of  tri¬ 


umph  last  year,  you  also  could  see  a  feeling 
of  eager  impatience.  After  all,  the  signing  of 
the  ADA  didn’t  mark  the  end  of  a  long 
struggle;  it  marked,  really,  a  beginning. 

Some  of  you  here  today  joined  me  on  the 
South  Lawn,  as  I  mentioned,  a  year  ago, 
and  we’ve  made  tremendous  advances  since 
that  ceremony.  We’ve  introduced  changes 
that  will  transform  people’s  worlds.  The 
ADA  has  also  helped  us,  all  of  us,  to  under¬ 
stand  a  little  bit  more  about  ourselves.  It 
reminds  us  that  along  with  the  privilege  of 
being  an  American  comes  a  duty  to  recog¬ 
nize  and  defend  the  rights  of  every  Ameri¬ 
can. 

This  bill  does  more  than  make  the  Ameri¬ 
can  dream  of  equality  a  reality  for  43  mil¬ 
lion  Americans  with  disabilities.  It  offers,  in 
a  sense,  fresh  testimony  to  our  Nation’s 
greatness.  It  demonstrates  how  we  can  ad¬ 
vance  the  cause  of  civil  rights.  It  shows 
what  can  happen  when  we  work  together, 
drawing  upon  the  fundamental  decency  of 
the  American  people. 

The  quest  for  civil  rights  is  not  a  zero- 
sum  game.  It  shouldn’t  mean  advancing 
some  at  the  expense  of  others.  The  quest 
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for  civil  rights  is  a  quest  for  individual 
rights  and  equal  opportunity.  And  it’s  a  cru¬ 
sade  to  throw  open  the  doors  of  opportunity 
and  tear  down  the  walls  of  bigotry. 

The  ADA  works  because  it  calls  upon  the 
best  in  the  American  people,  and  then 
Americans  respond.  It  works  because  it  em¬ 
bodies  what  must  be  at  the  heart  of  all  civil 
rights  struggles:  the  spirit  of  inclusiveness, 
the  devotion  to  individual  rights  and  equal 
opportunity.  That  devotion  runs  deep  in 
our  Nation.  We  are  the  land  of  opportunity 
and  always  have  been.  Our  Constitution 
and  our  courts  pledge  equal  protection 
under  the  law.  But  equally  important,  our 
people  believe  in  legal  equality.  And  many 
try  to  broaden  opportunity  in  little  ways,  by 
reaching  out  to  capable  people  and  giving 
them  a  chance,  giving  them  a  fair  chance. 

America  must  be  a  country  where  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  poverty  have  the 
same  grasp  on  the  American  dream  as  the 
children  of  privilege.  And  it  must  be  a  land 
where  a  child  can  overcome  any  obstacle 
and  fulfill  his  or  her  own  potential. 

We  see  this  promise  fulfilled  by  a  man  I 
presented  to  this  Nation  4  weeks  ago.  And 
we  can  be  proud  to  live  in  a  country  whose 
highest  Court  will  include  a  man  who  un¬ 
derstands  the  importance  of  basic  American 
values:  tolerance,  industry,  and  decency. 
And  I’m  speaking,  of  course,  of  my  nominee 
to  the  Court,  Clarence  Thomas. 

While  Judge  Thomas  was  at  the  EEOC, 
he  compiled  an  excellent  record  on  disabil¬ 
ity  issues,  with  which  I  hope  all  of  you  are 
familiar.  But  his  life  illustrates  the  principle 
that  inspires  all  civil  rights  bills,  the  princi¬ 
ple  that  we  must  throw  open  the  doors  of 
opportunity  to  everyone.  And  this  spirit 
should  guide  us  as  we  pursue  all  civil  rights 
legislation,  for  our  greatest  strength  lies  in 
our  ability  to  work  together  and  honor  the 
shared  values  we  treasure. 

We  have  worked  together  this  last  year. 
And  in  so  doing,  we’ve  understood  more 
fully  just  how  much  people  with  disabilities 
have  to  offer.  We’ve  demonstrated  that 
social  progress  includes  economic  growth 
and  that  both  play  essential  roles  in  the 
American  dream.  Businesses  support  the 
ADA  because  it  gives  everyone  a  chance  to 
be  productive  in  the  workplace.  It  broadens 
our  economic  mainstream.  It  enables  socie¬ 


ty  to  benefit  from  the  wisdom,  energy,  and 
industry  of  people  who  want  just  one  thing, 
a  fair  chance. 

And  while  we’ve  made  a  strong  start,  we 
have  much  to  do.  As  long  as  the  doors  of 
opportunity  are  closed  to  even  one  Ameri¬ 
can  we  must  keep  working  at  it. 

The  passage  of  the  ADA,  the  world’s  first 
declaration  of  equality  for  people  with  dis¬ 
abilities,  made  this  country  the  internation¬ 
al  leader  on  this  human  rights  issue.  And 
now  the  world  is  watching  to  see  how  we 
use  this  act,  how  we  remove  the  physical 
barriers  we’ve  created  and  the  social  bar¬ 
riers  that  we’ve  accepted.  Our  success  or 
failure  in  keeping  the  promise  of  the  ADA 
will  affect  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  millions 
of  people  with  disabilities,  not  just  here  in 
the  United  States  but  throughout  the  world. 

Our  challenges  remain  great,  but  our  will 
is  even  greater.  In  America — the  most  gen¬ 
erous,  optimistic  Nation  on  the  face  of  the 
Earth — we  will  not  rest  until  every  man 
and  woman  and  child  with  a  dream  has  a 
fair  chance  to  realize  it. 

Most  of  this  work  will  be  done  by  individ¬ 
ual  Americans  acting  day  by  day  to  increase 
tolerance  and  understanding.  But  the  ADA 
also  required  five  Federal  Agencies  to  come 
up  with  the  implementation  regulation  or 
guidelines.  These  regulations  relating  to 
employment,  public  accommodation,  trans¬ 
portation,  and  communications  are  key  to 
the  full  implementation  of  ADA.  And  so  I’m 
proud  to  announce  that-  most  of  these  Fed¬ 
eral  regs  will  be  issued  today. 

All  guidelines  required  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice,  the  EEOC,  the  FCC  are  in 
final  form,  and  those  regarding  transporta¬ 
tion  will  be  issued  soon.  I  want  to  thank  the 
people  of  the  executive  branch  who  have 
worked  so  hard  to  make  the  ADA  a  reality. 

And  in  addition,  today  I’m  issuing  a 
memorandum  to  Federal  Departments  and 
Agencies.  And  it  directs  them  to  recruit 
people  with  disabilities  as  Federal  employ¬ 
ees  and  to  ensure  that  Americans  with  dis¬ 
abilities  have  access  to  Federal  programs. 
The  Federal  Government  must  serve  as  a 
model  employer  for  the  rest  of  the  Nation. 

And  again,  thank  you  all  so  very  much  for 
your  work,  for  your  dedication,  and  for  your 
devotion  and  your  steadfast  faith,  and  to 
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many  here,  for  your  inspiring  example.  And  Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:04  a.m.  in 
may  God  bless  you  all.  And  thank  you  very,  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 
very  much. 


Memorandum  on  Access  for  People  With  Disabilities  to  Federal 
Programs  and  Employment 
July  26,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of 
Departments  and  Agencies 

On  July  26,  1990,  I  signed  the  “Ameri¬ 
cans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990,”  and  this 
Nation  welcomed  into  the  mainstream  of 
life  all  of  our  fellow  citizens  with  disabil¬ 
ities.  As  we  move  forward  with  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  this  landmark  legislation,  I  ask 
you  to  look  at  what  you  have  done,  what 
you  currently  are  doing,  and  what  your 
plans  are  for  the  future  to  ensure  people 
with  disabilities  are  not  excluded  from  the 
mainstream. 

Many  of  you  have  worked  hard  over  the 
years  to  establish  policies  and  initiatives  to 
remove  barriers  that  prevented  people  with 
disabilities  from  gaining  access  to  programs 
and  employment  opportunities  within  the 
Federal  Government. 

You  have  removed  architectural  and 
physical  barriers  and  provided  people  with 
disabilities  access  to  Government  facilities 
and  buildings.  You  have  also  made  real 
change  in  employment  policies  and  in  the 
nature  of  Federal  jobs  to  recognize  the  tal¬ 
ents  and  skills  of  people  with  disabilities.  In 
1990,  people  with  disabilities  represented 
6.9  percent  of  the  Federal  work  force  while 
they  represented  3.6  percent  of  the  civilian 
work  force. 

However,  there  is  still  much  work  to  be 
done.  I  want  you  to  renew  your  efforts  in 
this  area  and  make  a  special  pledge  to  do 
everything  possible  to  ensure  that  people 
with  disabilities  have  the  opportunities  they 
deserve.  I  want  all  Federal  agencies  to 
review  their  programs,  policies,  and  prac¬ 
tices  to  ensure  that  people  with  disabilities 


are  included  in  Federal  programs,  that  they 
are  recruited  as  Federal  employees,  and 
that  incentives  for  productivity  are  encour¬ 
aged. 

Also,  I  want  you  to  share  your  experi¬ 
ences  and  success  stories  with  the  private 
sector  so  they  can  benefit  from  the  lessons 
learned  since  the  1973  Rehabilitation  Act 
was  implemented  within  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment.  The  Federal  Government  must  be 
a  model  for  the  rest  of  the  country  to 
ensure  that  people  with  disabilities  are  af¬ 
forded  opportunities  to  become  full  partici¬ 
pants  in  our  society.  Recruitment,  hiring, 
and  career  development  must  afford  people 
with  disabilities  equal  opportunities  to 
achieve  their  highest  potential  and  become 
contributing,  productive  members  of  the 
work  force. 

People  with  disabilities  represent  a  tre¬ 
mendous  pool  of  talent.  They  bring  to  their 
work  diversity  in  skills  and  commitment, 
with  a  simple  request  in  return — the  chance 
to  be  a  part  of  the  mainstream  of  society. 
As  a  nation,  we  face  a  shortage  of  qualified 
workers  in  the  coming  years.  Those  of  us 
who  look  beyond  an  individual’s  disability 
and,  instead,  focus  on  the  ability  will  be 
better  prepared  to  meet  these  new  chal¬ 
lenges. 

I  know  I  can  count  on  all  of  you  in  ad¬ 
vancing  the  Federal  Government  as  a 
model  employer  of  people  with  disabilities. 

George  Bush 

Note:  An  original  was  not  available  for  ver¬ 
ification  of  the  content  of  this  memoran¬ 
dum. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Proposed  Legislation  on 
Wilderness  Designation  of  California  Public  Lands 
July  26,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  for  your  consider¬ 
ation  and  passage  the  “California  Public 
Lands  Wilderness  Act.” 

The  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Manage¬ 
ment  Act  of  1976  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  review  the  wilderness  poten¬ 
tial  of  the  public  lands.  Based  on  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management's  review  of 
7.1  million  acres  of  public  lands  in  Califor¬ 
nia  and  600  acres  in  Nevada,  the  Secretary 
has  recommended  that  62  areas  encompass¬ 
ing  2.3  million  acres  be  designated  wilder¬ 
ness  and  147  areas  encompassing  4.8  mil¬ 
lion  acres  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

I  concur  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interi¬ 
or’s  recommendations,  and  I  recommend 
designation  of  the  62  areas  identified  in  the 
enclosed  proposed  legislation  for  inclusion 
in  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation 
System. 

The  proposed  additions  to  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  System  represent 
the  diversity  of  wilderness  values  in  the 
State  of  California.  These  range  from  the 
forested  areas  in  the  King  Range  Conserva¬ 
tion  Area,  along  the  northwest  California 
coast,  to  the  Algodones  Sand  Dunes  near 
the  Mexican  border,  comprising  classic  sand 
dunes  in  low  desert.  The  recommendations 
span  a  wide  variety  of  California  landforms, 
ecosystems,  and  other  natural  systems  and 
features.  Their  inclusion  in  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  System  will  in¬ 
crease  the  geographic  distribution  of  wil¬ 
derness  areas  in  California  and  complement 


existing  areas  of  Federal  and  State  designat¬ 
ed  wilderness.  They  will  provide  new  out¬ 
standing  opportunities  for  solitude  as  well  as 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

The  proposal  provides  that  designation  as 
wilderness  shall  not  constitute  a  reservation 
of  water  or  water  rights  for  wilderness  pur¬ 
poses.  The  proposal  also  provides  for  areas 
designated  as  wilderness  that  may  contain 
valid  existing  mineral  rights.  Generally, 
these  mineral  rights  will  not  be  acquired. 
However,  when  necessary  to  prevent  in¬ 
compatible  development,  these  rights  could 
be  acquired  through  exchange. 

In  addition,  the  Secretary  recommends 
transferring  to  the  National  Park  System 
over  108,000  acres  of  public  lands,  includ¬ 
ing  about  82,000  acres  suitable  for  wilder¬ 
ness  designation.  The  Secretary  also  recom¬ 
mends  that  147  wilderness  study  areas,  en¬ 
compassing  4.8  million  acres,  not  be  desig¬ 
nated  as  wilderness.  I  concur  with  both  of 
these  recommendations. 

Enclosed  are  the  letter  and  wilderness 
study  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  concerning  the  62  wilderness  area 
proposals  and  the  transfer  of  lands  from  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Park  Service. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  act  expeditiously 
and  favorably  on  the  proposed  legislation, 
so  that  the  natural  resources  of  these  areas 
may  be  protected  and  preserved. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  26,  1991. 


Notice  of  the  Continuation  of  the  National  Emergency  With 
Respect  to  Iraq 
July  26 ,  1991 

On  August  2,  1990,  by  Executive  Order  threat  to  the  national  security  and  foreign 
No  12722, 1  declared  a  national  emergency  policy  of  the  United  States  constituted  by 
to  deal  with  the  unusual  and  extraordinary  the  actions  and  policies  of  the  Government 
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of  Iraq.  By  Executive  Orders  Nos.  12722  of 
August  2  and  12724  of  August  9,  1990,  I 
imposed  trade  sanctions  on  Iraq  and 
blocked  Iraqi  government  assets.  Similar 
sanctions  were  imposed  against  occupied 
Kuwait  by  Executive  Orders  Nos.  12723 
and  12725  of  August  2  and  August  9,  1990, 
respectively,  which  were  terminated  by  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  No.  12771  of  July  25,  1991. 
Because  the  Government  of  Iraq  has  con¬ 
tinued  its  activities  hostile  to  U.S.  interests 
in  the  Middle  East,  the  national  emergency 
declared  on  August  2,  1990,  and  the  meas¬ 
ures  adopted  on  August  2  and  August  9, 
1990,  to  deal  with  that  emergency  must 
continue  in  effect  beyond  August  2,  1991. 
Therefore,  in  accordance  with  section 


202(d)  of  the  National  Emergencies  Act  (50 
U.S.C.  1622(d)),  I  am  continuing  the  nation¬ 
al  emergency  with  respect  to  Iraq. 

This  notice  shall  be  published  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  and  transmitted  to  the  Con¬ 
gress. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  26,  1991. 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  2:09  p.m .,  July  26,  1991] 

Note:  The  Executive  order  terminating  sanc¬ 
tions  against  Kuwait  is  listed  in  Appendix 
E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


Message  to  the  Congress  on  the  Continuation  of  the  National 
Emergency  With  Respect  to  Iraq 
July  26,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Section  202(d)  of  the  National  Emergen¬ 
cies  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1622(d))  provides  for  the 
automatic  termination  of  a  national  emer¬ 
gency  unless,  prior  to  the  anniversary  date 
of  its  declaration,  the  President  publishes  in 
the  Federal  Register  and  transmits  to  the 
Congress  a  notice  stating  that  the  emergen¬ 
cy  is  to  continue  in  effect  beyond  the  anni¬ 
versary  date.  In  accordance  with  this  provi¬ 
sion,  I  have  sent  the  enclosed  notice,  stating 
that  the  Iraqi  emergency  is  to  continue  in 
effect  beyond  August  2,  1991,  to  the  Feder¬ 
al  Register  for  publication. 

The  crisis  between  the  United  States  and 
Iraq  that  led  to  the  declaration  on  August  2, 
1990,  of  a  national  emergency  has  not  been 


resolved.  The  Government  of  Iraq  contin¬ 
ues  to  engage  in  activities  inimical  to  stabili¬ 
ty  in  the  Middle  East  and  hostile  to  U.S. 
interests  in  the  region.  Such  Iraqi  actions 
pose  a  continuing  unusual  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  threat  to  the  national  security  and 
vital  foreign  policy  interests  of  the  United 
States.  For  these  reasons,  I  have  deter¬ 
mined  that  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  in 
force  the  broad  authorities  necessary  to 
apply  economic  pressure  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Iraq. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  26,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  European  Economic 
Community-United  States  Fishery  Agreement 
July  26,  1991 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States:  (Public  Law  94-265;  16  U.S.C.  1801  et  seq. ), 

In  accordance  with  the  Magnuson  Fishery  I  transmit  herewith  the  Agreement  be- 
Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976  tween  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
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of  America  and  the  European  Economic 
Community  Amending  and  Extending  the 
Agreement  of  October  1,  1984,  Concerning 
Fisheries  off  the  Coasts  of  the  United  States, 
as  amended  and  extended-  The  agreement, 
which  was  effected  by  exchange  of  notes  at 
Washington  and  Brussels  on  February  1  and 
June  14,  1991,  copies  of  which  are  attached, 
extends  the  1984  agreement  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  2  years  and  6  months,  from  July  1, 
1991,  to  December  31,  1993.  The  exchange 
of  notes  together  with  the  1984  agreement 
constitute  a  governing  international  fishery 
agreement  within  the  requirements  of  sec¬ 


tion  201(c)  of  the  Act.  The  exchange  of 
notes  also  amends  the  1984  agreement  to 
incorporate  the  latest  changes  in  U.S.  law 
and  policy. 

U.S.  fishing  industry  interests  have  urged 
prompt  consideration  of  this  agreement  to 
avoid  disruption  of  ongoing  cooperative 
fishing  ventures.  I  urge  that  the  Congress 
give  favorable  consideration  to  this  agree¬ 
ment  at  an  early  date. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  26,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  Poland-United  States 
Fishery  Agreement 
July  26,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Magnuson  Fishery 
Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(Public  Law  94-265;  16  U.S.C.  1801  et  seq\ 
I  transmit  herewith  the  Agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of 
Poland  Amending  and  Extending  the 
Agreement  of  August  1,  1985,  Concerning 
Fisheries  off  the  Coasts  of  the  United  States. 
The  agreement  which  was  effected  by  ex¬ 
change  of  notes  at  Washington  on  January 
24  and  June  12,  1991,  copies  of  which  are 
attached,  extends  the  1985  agreement  for 
an  additional  2  years  and  6  months,  from 


July  1,  1991,  to  December  31,  1993.  The 
exchange  of  notes  together  with  the  1985 
agreement  constitute  a  governing  interna¬ 
tional  fishery  agreement  within  the  require¬ 
ments  of  section  201(c)  of  the  Act.  The  ex¬ 
change  of  notes  also  amends  the  1985 
agreement  to  incorporate  the  latest  changes 
in  U.S.  law  and  policy  into  the  agreement. 

I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable 
consideration  to  this  agreement  at  an  early 
date. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  26,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  Republic  of  Korea-United 
States  Fishery  Agreement 
July  26,  1991 


To  The  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Magnuson  Fishery 
Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(Public  Law  94-265;  16  U.S.C.  1801  et  seq.\ 
I  transmit  herewith  the  Agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of 


Korea  Amending  and  Extending  the  Agree¬ 
ment  of  July  26,  1982,  Concerning  Fisheries 
off  the  Coasts  of  the  United  States,  as 
amended  and  extended.  The  agreement, 
which  was  effected  by  exchange  of  notes  at 
Washington  on  May  29  and  June  19,  1991, 
copies  of  which  are  attached,  extends  the 
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1982  agreement  for  an  additional  2  years 
and  6  months,  from  July  1,  1991,  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1993.  The  exchange  of  notes  togeth¬ 
er  with  the  1982  agreement  constitute  a 
governing  international  fishery  agreement 
within  the  requirements  of  section  201(c)  of 
the  Act.  The  exchange  of  notes  also  amends 
the  1982  agreement  to  incorporate  the 
latest  changes  in  U.S.  law  and  policy  into 


the  agreement. 

I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable 
consideration  to  this  agreement  at  an  early 
date. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  26,  1991. 


Interview  With  Soviet  Journalists  on  the  Upcoming  Moscow  Summit 
July  25,  1991 


The  President.  Well,  we  have,  I  think, 
about  30  minutes,  and  I  don’t  know  any 
better  way  to  start  other  than  to  say  I’m 
looking  forward  to  this  visit  very  much 
indeed.  A  lot  of  things  to  talk  about,  and  I 
have  every  anticipation  that  the  visit  will  go 
well. 

A  lot  of  the  issues  were  addressed  at  this 
G-7  meeting,  but  we’ve  got  a  lot  of  bilater¬ 
al  things  to  discuss.  And  as  far  as  we’re 
concerned,  every  issue  is  open  for  discus¬ 
sion.  So,  I  think  it  will  be  positive.  And  I 
hope  that  the  outcome  of  the  visit  will  be  a 
strengthening  of  this  relationship.  It’s  very 
important  to  the  United  States,  and  I  like  to 
think  it’s  important  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

So,  with  no  further  ado,  why  don’t  we 
just  keep  going  around  the  circle  here  until 
we  run  out  of  questions  or  time.  Who  wants 
to  start? 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  met  with  Mr. 
Gorbachev  several  times,  and  every  meet¬ 
ing  was  kind  of  a  step  toward  some  new 
situation.  Maybe  it’s  a  little  bit  premature  to 
ask  you  such  a  question,  but  can  you  explain 
to  us,  what  could  it  be  from  your  point  of 
view,  this  visit  of  yours — from  a  qualitative 
point  of  view,  qualitative  for  Soviet-Ameri- 
can  relations? 

The  President  Well,  of  course,  on  the 
qualitative  sense,  I  think  the  signing  of  an 
arms  control  agreement  speaks  for  itself. 
And  I  hope  that  we’ll  have  the  agreement 
ready  to  sign  on  every  detail.  But  even  if 
we  don’t,  we’ve  got  so  much;  I  mean,  the 
deal  is  done.  And  whatever  we  sign  will  be 
viewed  as  a  significant  step  forward  and 
one  that — this  one  isn’t  just  U.S.-Soviet.  A 


lot  of  people  around  the  world  have  been 
hoping  to  see  this  for  a  long  time. 

So,  that  will  probably  dominate  it.  We’ve 
got  a  lot  of — I  don’t  know  what  you  mean 
“qualitative.”  I  guess  I  would  put  that  in 
the  terms  of  just  improving  a  bilateral  rela¬ 
tion.  I  think  there’s  been  some  doubts  in 
the  Soviet  Union  about  the  United  States 
intentions.  There  are  different  voices  in  the 
United  States  saying  different  things,  just  as 
there  are  in  the  Soviet  Union.  But  as  the 
President,  I  think  it  will  be  helpful  to 
convey  a  message  of  respect,  wanting  to 
work  with  the  Soviet  Union,  discussing  all 
issues  including  the  regional  issues  where 
Soviet  participation — very  important  on  the 
Middle  East — discussing  what  we  call  a  new 
world  order  where  a  changing  Soviet 
Union,  changed  Soviet  Union,  are  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  it. 

So,  that’s  the  way  I’d  answer  the  qualita¬ 
tive  aspect  of  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  view  moti¬ 
vations  in  the  triangle — Washington,  Soviet 
central  government,  and  the  Republics? 
Your  first  steps  on  this  way  meeting  with 
Mr.  Yeltsin  and  the  trip  to  Kiev - 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  think  we’ve 
got  a  triangle.  In  other  words,  I  view  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  primarily 
deals  with  the  President  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Having  said  that,  contacts  with  the 
Republics  is  a  very  important  thing.  And  I 
think  any  Soviet  leader  has  many  contacts 
with  our  federation,  with  our  Governors, 
and  with  our  Representatives  of  these  dif¬ 
ferent  States.  So,  to  me  it’s — but  I  don’t 
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want  to  suggest  that  we’ve  got  a  three-sided 
triangle.  We’re  not  in  that. 

I  thought  Mr.  Yeltsin,  when  he  came 
here,  conducted  himself  very  well.  He  came 
here  in  a  manner  that  is  understood  by 
Americans,  and  that  is,  backed  by  a  very 
large  vote.  And  this  made  quite  a  difference 
to  Americans.  Here’s  a  man  who  took  his 
case  to  the  Russian  Republic  and  won  a  big 
victory. 

But  I  don’t  think  that  that  means  we 
have  a  triangle  where  I  deal  with  Yeltsin  on 
the  same  basis  as  I  deal  with  Gorbachev, 
and  Yeltsin  deals  with  us  the  same  way  he 
deals  with  Gorbachev.  I  mean,  you  can’t 
conduct  foreign  policy  that  way.  You  have 
to  have  an  ordered  approach.  And  people 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  whole  Union,  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  know  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  deal  with  respect  with 
the  President  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Having  said  that,  that  doesn’t  preclude 
good  relations  with  Yeltsin  or  anybody  else 
there.  But  I  just  don’t  want  to  equate  the 
two. 

Did  I  get  that  question?  Okay.  I  just 
wanted  to  be  sure  that  was  the  question. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  START  treaty  to 
some  extent  signifies  a  shift  from  the  cold 
war  agenda  centered  around  arms  control 
to  a  new  agenda,  so  to  say,  agenda  with 
more  emphasis  on  economic  preparation, 
trade.  What  is  your  perspective  on  that? 

The  President  I  think  that’s  true.  I  don’t 
say  this  is  the  end  of  the  arms  control  road 
because  there  will  be  other  objectives  down 
the  road,  I  think.  But  we’re  dealing  with 
such  dynamic  change  in  the  Soviet  Union 
that,  as  we  said  out  at  the  G-7,  in  terms  of 
technical  assistance  and  all,  we  want  to  be  a 
part  of  it.  And  so,  I  think  that  the  economic 
questions  that  will  be,  were  discussed  will 
be  a  part  of  it.  The  system  questions  will  be 
a  part  of  it. 

The  Soviet  Union  has  not  had  a  market 
economy.  They’ve  not  had  convertibility  of 
currency.  They’ve  not  had  private  owner¬ 
ship.  And  now  there  seems  to  be — and  elec¬ 
tions.  So,  we  have  all  these  subjects  that  will 
soon  dominate  the  agenda  without  driving 
arms  control  totally  away  from  the  agenda. 
But  these  are  the  critical  things.  These  are 
the  things  that — successful  acceptance  of 
the  technical  assistance  and  moving  the 


Soviet  economy  and  markets  forward  and 
all — we  think  is  in  the  best  interests  of  all 
the  citizens  there.  And  clearly,  we  think  it’s 
in  our  interests,  or  we  wouldn’t  be  pursuing 
this. 

I  mean,  I  think  if  you  want  to  visualize  a 
bright  future,  you  look  at  the  continuations 
of  the  Gorbachev  reforms,*  you  look  at  the 
continuations  of  much  of  what  Mr.  Yeltsin 
stands  for.  And  you  see  enormous  opportu¬ 
nity  for  investment  and  for  participating 
and  working  closely  in  political  matters. 
The  very  changes  that  Gorbachev  has 
brought  about  really  was,  I  think,  largely 
responsible  for  the  utility  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  for  example.  We  talk  about  a  new 
world  order,  but  this  couldn’t  have  taken 
place  unless  there  had  been  a  dramatic 
change  in  the  thinking  in  the  Soviet 
Union — thinking,  incidentally,  that  both 
Gorbachev  and  since  we  mentioned  Yeltsin 
seem  to  share. 

So,  I  think  that  arms  control,  defense,  all 
of  these  things  will  continue  to  be  impor¬ 
tant — and  sometimes  sticking;  there  will  be 
some  sticking  points.  But  if  we  do  our  jobs 
properly,  I  think  they  will  be  overshadowed 
by  this  common  desire  to  work  together  for 
the  change,  to  facilitate  and  enhance  the 
changes  taking  place  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  question  may  be 
kind  of  a  followup  on  what  my  colleague 
just  asked.  I  am  interested  in  the  arms  con¬ 
trol  issue.  My  impression  is  that  now,  when 
START  is  done,  the  arms  control  issue  is 
going  to  the  background.  I  mean,  in  the 
first  place,  we’re  having  these  economic 
and  social  problems - 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q  - between  the  United  States  and 

the  Soviet  Union.  So,  the  question,  number 
one,  to  which  extent  would  you  agree  that 
arms  control  is  not  as  important  as  it  used 
to  be,  say,  a  year  ago?  And  secondly,  if  we 
talk  about  START  II,  which  you’re  going  to 
discuss  in  the  Soviet  Union,  what  do  you 
think  would  be  the  ultimate  goals  of  the 
START  II  process?  Do  you  have  any  numer¬ 
ical  figures? 

The  President.  I  don’t.  On  the  second 
part,  I  just  don’t.  Can’t  help  you  with  what 
we  will  be  proposing  or  even  a  broad  di¬ 
mension  of  what  might  follow  on. 
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There  will  be  other  arms  control  areas 
where  we’ve  got  to  work  together.  Chemi¬ 
cal  weapons  is  a  good  example.  We  like  this 
open  skies  approach  that  we’ve  talked 
about  before,  and  I’ve  got  to  convince 
Soviet  leaders  that  this  is  not  detrimental  to 
their  interests  at  all,  particularly  in  a  new 
and  open  society.  So,  there  will  be  arms 
control  items  that  will  follow  on. 

Having  said  that,  the  achievements  in 
CFE,  INF,  and  START  have  taken  the 
major  intractable  issues  off  the  table.  And 
those  are  the  ones  that  the  world  looks  to 
and  says:  My  God,  isn’t  this  great?  We’re 
moving  in  the  same  direction  with  the 
Soviet  Union.  Our  children  might  grow  up 
without  the  fear  of  nuclear  weapons.  And 
so,  those  three  have  been  very,  very  impor¬ 
tant  in  my  view.  But  I  think  we’ve  still  got 
an  arms  control  agenda.  And  there  could  be 
some  START  follow-on;  there  could  be 
some  of  these  other  areas  we’re  talking 
about.  But  I  think  the  reason  the  economic 
issues  and  all  will  come  to  the  forefront  is 
that  so  much  has  already  been  done  in  arms 
control,  or  will  have  been  done  by  the  time 
we  get  this  START  deal  done. 

Q.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  Mr. 
President,  you  will  be  taking  some  specific 
proposals  for  a  START  II  to - 

The  President  I  don’t  know  how  specific 
they  will  be  in  this  short  of  time,  but  there 
will  be  a  broad  discussion  of  issues.  I 
haven’t  really  seen  the  briefing  paper  to 
know  how  interested  the  leaders  over  there 
will  be  in  all  of  this,  but  I  have  found  Mr. 
Gorbachev  always  interested  in  discussing 
that  kind  of  thing.  But  I  can’t  help  you  with 
any  specifics  at  this  point.  We  may  be  flesh¬ 
ing  out  some  before  we  get  there,  but  there 
won’t  be  any  bold,  new  proposal  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  for  a  dramatic 
next  step.  We’ll  be  talking  more,  how  do  we 
achieve  a  next  step?  What  areas  are  of  in¬ 
terest  here? 

Q.  Mr.  President,  until  the  last  years 
there  was  a  huge  and  very  intensive  ideo¬ 
logical  war  between  East  and  West.  As  I 
find  it  today  it’s  nearing  to  the  end,  but  it’s 
centered  and  moved  to  the  Soviet  Union. 
And  being  here  in  Washington,  I  heard  that 
there  was  a  new  thesis  which  was  put  in  use 
in  the  Soviet  Union  that  results — and  meet¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Gorbachev  with  you  and  with 


other  leaders  from  Western  countries — they 
are  estimated  now  by  some  circles,  some 
political  circles  of  our  country,  as  a  third 
world  war  which  was  lost  by  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev.  Would  you  comment  on  such  a - 

The  President  I  think  that  is  a  very  cyni¬ 
cal  and  very  unfair  observation.  You  mean 
the  results  of  the  summit  would  be — yes.  I 
don’t  agree  with  that  at  all,  because  what  I 
detected  there  in  the  G-7  was  an  anxious 
desire  to  try  to  facilitate  the  change  that  is 
already  taking  place  there,  to  help  in  the 
change. 

And  maybe  somebody  is  saying,  “Well,  he 
didn’t  get  money.”  Maybe  that’s  what  the 
criticism  is.  But  he  didn’t  ask.  I  mean,  he 
wasn’t  there  with  his  hat  in  his  hand  in  a 
beggar’s  uniform,  coming  there  trying  to 
beg  for  money.  We  talked  very  openly 
about  the  needs  to  continue  the  reform. 
Obviously,  we  made  clear  to  him  something 
that  he  already  knew:  that  finalization  of 
the  treaty,  union  treaty,  formalization  of 
the  nine-plus-one,  is  very  important.  It’s 
very  hard  to  make  investments  if  you  don’t 
know  who  you’re  contracting  with  or  how 
the  taxes  are  going  to  be  divided  up. 

But  to  suggest  that  this  was  a  cold  war 
victory  just  misinterprets  the  climate  of  the 
meeting.  The  climate  wasn’t  staring  at  each 
other  across  the  table  with  animosity.  It  was 
really  quite  constructive:  How  do  we  work 
together?  And  therein  lies  the  biggest  dif¬ 
ference  on  cold  war  ideology.  Hell,  I  re¬ 
member  from  the  U.N.  with  Yakov  Malik, 
who  became  a  friend  of  mine;  but,  God, 
there’d  be  times  when  we’d  just  sit  glaring 
at  each  other  with  opposite  positions.  And 
that  was  cold  war,  maybe  not  the  coldest 
days  of  the  cold  war,  but  that  was  cold  war. 
And  now  that’s  changed,  and  there  isn’t  any 
kind  of  “grind  the  other  guy  into  the  dirt” 
on  either  side  as  far  as  I’m  concerned.  So, 
the  analogy,  the  charge  that  people  make 
that  say  that,  simply  is  unfounded  in  my 
view. 

Q.  Mr.  Bush,  the  G-7  decided  that  the 
West  would  give  the  Soviet  Union  only 
advice,  not  money,  not  much  credit.  How¬ 
ever,  we  hear  another  viewpoint  in  the 
West.  Aid  will  increase  the  chances  that 
reform  start — area  and  will  work.  What  do 
you  think  about  this  position,  and  where  is  a 
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fine  line  when  the  West  can  realize  that  the 
Soviet  Union’s  reforms  are  going  successful¬ 
ly? 

The  President  Well,  one  of  the  reasons 
we  proposed  this  associate  membership  in 
the  IMF  and  the  World  Bank  is  that  I  think 
that  membership,  that  associate  member¬ 
ship,  will  lead  to  greater  understanding  all 
across  the  economic  hierarchy  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  so,  I  think  that  it  will  end  when 
the  treaty’s  been  finalized;  when  reforms 
are  irreversible;  and  where  the  commit¬ 
ment  that  Gorbachev  has  made  and  Yeltsin 
has  made  to  market,  to  privatization  is 
more  demonstrable. 

And  technical  assistance  that  came  out  in 
this  G-7  is  important  to  facilitating  all  that. 

It  wasn’t  a  question  of  just  finding  some 
way  not  to  do  something  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  Everybody  there  really  felt  that 
technical  assistance,  be  it  in  energy,  or  food 
distribution,  or  nuclear  safety,  consultation 
on  environment— all  of  this  kind  of  thing  is 
essential  to  make  subsequent  investments 
worthwhile.  Without  them  the  private  in¬ 
vestments  wouldn’t  come,  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  And  that’s  where  the  big  change  is. 

One  of  the  summit  participants  made  the 
comment  that  we’ve  got  a  company  in  our 
country  that  wants  to  invest  $1  billion  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  They  can’t  quite  do  it  yet 
until  you  finalize  the  union  treaty,  until 
some  of  the  internals  are  worked  out — how 
we  get  our  money  out.  But  when  that  hap¬ 
pens,  all  you  need  is  100  of  those  and  you 
have  $100  billion  that  can  make  a  tremen¬ 
dous  difference  in  the  lives,  the  standard  of 
living  of  the  people  inside  the  Soviet  Union. 

So,  this  technical  assistance  approach  was 
not  some  kind  of  stumbling  fallback  posi¬ 
tion-let’s  do  that  and  then  we  won’t  have 
to  do  something  else.  I  think  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  knows  not  only  that  that  makes 
sense,  but  I  also  think  he  knows  that  finan¬ 
cial  constraints  under  which  some  coun¬ 
tries — I’ll  start  right  with  the  United 
States — are  operating.  You  guys  know  it. 
You’re  here,  you  read  the  debate  every  day. 
And  I  think  he  handled  that,  getting  all  that 
in  perspective,  very  well. 

Q.  Sir,  this  is  kind  of  a  followup.  If  we 
could  get  back  to  the  London  summit.  I 
want  to  make  sure  one  thing.  So,  eventually 
you  think  that  the  West  will  commit  its 


prestige,  I  mean  itself,  its  prestige,  some  of 
its  resources  to  making  the  U.S.S.R.  part  of 
what  Gorbachev  called  one  civilization? 

The  President  No  question.  And  the  em¬ 
phasis  should  be,  to  really  help  the  lives  of 
the  people,  on  private-sector  investment.  I 
mean,  that’s  where  the  big  bucks  lie;  that’s 
where  the  major  change  lies;  that’s  where 
employment  of  people  lie;  where  increase 
of  standard  of  living  lies.  However,  the  pre¬ 
liminary— what  the  hell  am  I  thinking  of— 
associate  membership  in  the  World  Bank,  in 
the  IMF,  yes,  would  lead  to  membership, 
which  in  turn  would  lead  to  the  kinds  of 
specialized  funding  requirements  that  some 
of  these  projects  or  some  of  the  central  gov¬ 
ernment  or  some  of  the  governments  there 
will  require. 

I  do  think  that  this  approach  will  lead  to 
irreversibility  at  home,  in  the  Soviet  Union, 

I  mean,  because  once  that  starts  big,  I  think 
it  will  so  benefit  the  people’s  lives  that 
there  won’t  be  any  going  back.  It’s  happen¬ 
ing  in  other  countries.  It’s  happening  in 
Eastern  Europe,  although  it’s  a  little  slower 
than  they’d  like  to  see.  But  they’re  begin¬ 
ning  to  get  the  feel  of  what  private  invest¬ 
ment  can  do  and  what  market  economies 
can  do  and  what  private  ownership  can  do. 

Having  said  that,  the  Soviet  Union  has 
some  big  problems.  And  it’s  not  for  me  to 
go  over  there  and  get  all  involved  in  their 
internal  affairs,  but  I’m  told  they’ve  got 
problems  with  housing  for  returning  sol¬ 
diers.  Well,  those  are  tough  problems  to 
work  out.  But  I  still  believe  that  the  broad 
emphasis  on  markets  and  private  invest¬ 
ment  and  all  of  that  is  a  way  to  solve  even 
those  intractable  problems. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  raise  an 
issue  which  is  very  much  in  the  headlines 
these  days. 

The  President  Which  country,  yours  or 
mine? 

Q .  Both. 

The  President  Both — okay. 

£).  The  application  for  the  full  member¬ 
ship  with  IMF  and  the  World  Bank  for  the 
Soviet  Union — so  what  are  you  going  to  do 
about  that? 

The  President  Well,  the  G-7  has  already 
taken  a  position  on  that;  it  should  be  an 
associate  membership.  The  application 
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came  in  a  letter  that  was  dated  prior  to  the 
G-7  meeting,  so  I  will  try  to  get  some  clari¬ 
fication  on  this.  But  there  was  a  lot  of  con¬ 
sideration  given  to  it,  and  what  I’ve  said 
here  is  the  position  of  the  United  States. 

Q.  So,  in  other  words,  it’s  premature  you 
think? 

The  President.  That’s  what  we  decided, 
and  that’s  the  position  that  was  taken  at  the 
G-7.  The  IMF  and  the  World  Bank  have 
certain  requirements.  We’ve  touched  gen¬ 
erally  on  what  some  of  these  requirements 
are.  And  the  Soviet  Union,  like  any  other 
country,  is  going  to  have  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements.  And  the  requirements  can’t  be 
met  yet.  But  they  will  be  met  when  this 
associate  membership  brings  to  fruition — 
helps  bring  about  the  changes  in  the 
strengthening,  in  the  different  economic — 
the  economy  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

You  know,  I  was  a  little  surprised  to  see 
the  application,  but  on  the  other  hand,  I 
don’t  get  all  out  of  shape  on  it  because  I 
know  what  the  G-7 — how  they  deliberated. 
I  know  the  spirit  of  cooperation,  not  nega¬ 
tivism,  that  existed  in  terms  of  helping 
there.  And  it’s  our  strongly-held  conviction 
that  this  has  to  happen.  The  rules  of  these 
big  IFI’s,  we  call  them,  international  finan¬ 
cial  institutions,  would  not  at  this  juncture 
permit  them  to  go  forward  with  loans  or 
with  grants  or  whatever  it  is.  But  if  the 
program  that  we  outlined,  the  associate 
membership — if  experts  get  the  feeling  of 
how  it  works  and  the  assistance  that  we 
talked  about  here  goes  forward,  who 
knows?  I  mean,  that  may  happen  sooner 
rather  than  later. 

But  it’s  not  an  anti-Soviet  position.  It’s 
just  a  very  realistic  position.  So,  when  this 
application  was  made,  we  say,  hey,  what’s 
happening  here?  I  mean,  maybe  they  decid¬ 
ed  to  go  in  for  some  technical  reason  at  this 
point.  But  I  don’t  think  anybody  can  be 
under  any  illusion  as  to  what’s  going  to 
happen  on  that  because  that  was  discussed 
a  little  over  a  week  ago.  And  the  decision 
taken  by  at  least  seven  of  the  countries  that 
are  members  of  these  IFI’s,  these  interna¬ 
tional  financial  institutions. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  One  more  round. 

The  President.  All  right,  four  to  go. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  during  your 
visit  to  the  Soviet  Union  you  wouldn’t  hear 


such  an  accusation  such  as  we  hear.  But, 
anyway,  they  exist  and  we  must  talk - 

The  President.  Yes,  I  understand. 

q  - and  one  of  them,  it’s  again  from 

an  ideological  point  of  view  that  if  there 
would  be  a  profound  and  comprehensive 
market  reentered,  reforms  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  everything,  every  little  bit  of  Soviet 
industry  will  be  bought  out  or  sold  to  the 
so-called  Western  capitalists.  Is  there,  from 
your  point  of  view  and  from  your  experi¬ 
ence,  any  foundation? 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  there’s  a 
foundation  for  that.  I’m  all  for  encouraging 
foreign  investment  in  the  Soviet  Union.  I 
think  that  would  be  the  quickest  way,  the 
quickest  way  to  encourage — to  raise  the 
level  of — standard  of  living  of  people  at 
home.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  all  foreign  in¬ 
vestment. 

The  dynamism  of  the  U.S.  economy, 
when  it  was  more  dynamic  and  as  it  recov¬ 
ers,  will  come  from  small  business.  It’s  not 
going  to  be  the  General  Electrics  and  these 
gigantic  corporations.  It  comes  from  small 
business.  And  once  this  thing  takes  hold,  in 
some  little  business  in  some  corner  of  the 
Soviet  Union  that  was  owned  by  the  state 
or  by  a  city  or  by  some  bureaucracy,  moves 
into  ownership  by  Igor  so-and-so  on  the 
corner  down  here — it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  foreign  investment.  It  has  to  do  with 
system.  And  that’s  what’s  going  to  make  this 
economy  more  dynamic. 

Foreign  investment  can  help.  And  as  I 
say,  I  think  it’s  important.  But  the  concept, 
the  exciting  concept,  has  to  lie  with  individ¬ 
ual  people  over  there  or  people  coming  to¬ 
gether  to  start  businesses  or  take  over  a 
state-owned  business  and  make  it  more  effi¬ 
cient.  I’m  absolutely  certain  that  it  will  just 
open  up  tremendous  opportunities,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  what  may  be  foreign  investment 
coming,  but  for  the  guy  next  door  owning  a 
small  shop,  a  restaurant,  whatever  it  is,  a 
manufacturing  company — and  doing  it 
quicker  and  doing  it  better  and  making  a 
better  product  because  of  competition. 

And  so,  to  those  that  say,  hey,  we  don’t 
want  the  foreign  investors  to  own  every¬ 
thing  in  the  Soviet  Union,  I’d  say,  you  make 
these  changes  that  the  whole  world  is  look¬ 
ing  for  and  you’ll  find  that  it  is — this  is  all  a 
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cash  and  is  generated  by  what  Fm  talking 
about.  You’ll  find  there’s  a  lot  of  innovation 
in  people  once  they  don’t  have  to  comply 
with  a  lot  of  state  regulation. 

Now,  how  do  I  know  this?  Because  we’ve 
been  down  this.  We  still  have  publicly 
owned  utilities  or  publicly  owned  projects 
that  are  much  less  efficient  than  those  that 
are  owned  by  the  American  people. 

Now,  you  hear  the  same  charge  made, 
incidentally,  about  Japanese  investment  in 
this  country.  Some  have  rather  cynically 
said,  well,  Japan’s  going  to  own  all  of  the 
United  States.  My  view  is,  I  support  Japa¬ 
nese  investment  in  our  country.  It  results  in 
competitiveness.  It  results  in  productivity 
increasing  in  our  country.  If  they  can  come 
in  and  show  a  better  way  to  run  a  hotel,  the 
guy  next  door  is  going  to  have  to  do  a 
better  job,  or  his  hotel  is  going  to  go  down. 

So,  I  would  say  to  those  that  might  be 
concerned  about  this  at  home:  No,  private 
investment  will  help.  It  will  make  a  big 
difference.  But  what  you’re  going  to  do 
here  is  unleash  the  dynamism  of  private 
ownership  at  home  of  people  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  people  say,  well,  they  don’t 
have  the  money  to  do  that.  Watch  how  it 
generates.  Watch  how  a  small  business  can 
mushroom,  create  jobs  for  people,  and 
create  opportunity.  So,  I  would  say  to  those 
who  might  worry  about  that:  Don’t  worry. 
That’s  not  the  history  of  how  it  works  in 
other  countries. 

One  more? 

Q.  And  in  this  connection,  what  are  your 
personal  expectations  of  achievements,  po¬ 
litical  and  economic  achievements,  in  the 
Soviet  Union  between  now  and  the  year 
2000? 

The  President  Oh,  well,  there  I’m  opti¬ 
mistic  about  all  that  because  I  think  you’ll 
see  a  Soviet  Union  that  has  sorted  out  its 
internal  relations  with  the  Republics.  I’m 
not  saying  you  have  to  do  it  the  way  we 
do — 50  States  and  a  central  government. 
But  there  may  be  some  pattern,  how  we 
sort  these  relationships  on  taxation  or 
power  to  regulate  between  States  and  Fed¬ 
eral.  But  that  will  be  sorted  out  on  a  Soviet 
Union  scale,  Soviet  Union  model,  not  a  U.S. 
model,  not  a  French  model. 

And  once  that’s  done,  I  would  say  that _ 

and  that  will  be  done  far  sooner  than  the 


year  2000 — then  I’d  say,  looking  over  the 
horizon  to  the  year  2000,  you’re  going  to 
find  a  dynamic  situation  with  better  trans¬ 
portation,  a  better  distribution  for  agricul¬ 
tural  products,  a  smoother  working  political 
relationship  between  the  Republics  and  the 
center,  and  a  standard  of  living  that  has 
gone  up  for  the  individual  worker  or  the 
individual  housewife  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
That’s  what  I  visualize.  And,  of  course, 
that’s  what  we’d  like  to  see  happen. 

And  some  might  say,  well,  you  see  a  big 
economically  strong  Soviet  Union  beginning 
to  emerge  in  the  year  2000;  isn’t  that  com¬ 
petition  for  the  United  States?  No.  Compe¬ 
tition  stems  from  the  differences  in  ideolo¬ 
gy,  I  mean,  to  be  very  candid  about  it,  the 
approach  that  the  Soviet  Union  took  for 
many  years  in  terms  of  what  we  would 
view  as  totalitarianism  or  centrally  con¬ 
trolled  industry,  marxism,  whatever  you 
want  to  call  it.  But  as  that  gives  way  to  the 
same  kind  of  change  that’s  taken  place  else¬ 
where,  this  idea  that  we  have  to  be  enemies 
or  that  we  have  to  be  in  competition  all  the 
time  is  crazy.  We  compete  with  Europe. 
And  I  get  mad  at  them  when  they’ve  got 
protection  practices  that  we  don’t  like.  And 
they  get  mad  at  us  when  we  do.  But 
nobody  views  it  as  an  enemy  kind  of  thing. 

So,  I  would  say  that  the  final  answer  to 
your  question  is,  looking  at  the  year  2000, 
there  wouldn’t  be  this  talk  of  enmity.  And, 
of  course,  I’d  like  to  see  that  we’d  look  at 
our  defense  requirements  and  have  a  little 
more  trust  and  take  some  of  the  great  assets 
that  are  involved  in  defense  and  turn  them 
into  private  productive  uses — beat  the 
swords  into  plowshares. 

We’re  trying  that,  as  you  know.  We’re 
closing  bases,  bringing  down  defense. 
We’ve  still  got  a  very  strong  defense.  The 
Soviet  Union  has  a  strong  defense.  But  as 
we  trust  each  other  more,  and  as  this  eco¬ 
nomic  model  works,  why,  I  think  the  happy 
thing  about  2000  is  that  kids  growing  up  in 
the  Soviet  schools  and  the  kids  growing  up 
in  the  American  schools — little  10-year- 
olds — 9  years  from  now  won’t  be  looking 
with  a  kind  of  question — hey,  we  trust  these 
people.  I  mean,  I’d  like  to  think  that  more 
mutual  trust  would  emerge  because  of  what 
we’re  talking  about. 
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Mr.  Fitzwater.  This  is  the  final  question. 

The  President  Yes,  we’ve  been  around. 
Keep  going.  I’ll  keep  the  answers  shorter, 
Marlin. 

Q.  Sir,  can  we  expect  a  joint  statement 
emerging  from  the  Moscow  summit  on  the 
Middle  East  probably,  or  Iraq? 

The  President  I  don’t  know  whether 
there  will  be  a  joint  statement.  My  position 
has  been  the  Soviet  Union  already  has  dem¬ 
onstrated  a  very  helpful  attitude  in  terms 
of — cooperative  attitude,  working  towards 
bringing  about  peace  talks  in  the  Middle 
East.  And  we’re  grateful.  But  whether  there 
will  be  a  statement  emerging  on  that,  I 
don’t  know. 

And  Iraq,  we  may  have  some  differences, 
is  how  we  look  at  it.  But  the  main  thing  is 
we  came  together  at  the  U.N.  on  the  major 
common  goal:  this  aggression  will  not  stand. 
And  the  Soviet  Union  at  the  last  minute 
had  a  couple  of  ideas  of  a  peace  conference 
or  peace  talk  just  before  military  force  was 
used.  But  that’s  fine.  I  mean,  so  did  a  lot  of 
other  people  have  those  ideas.  But  once  the 
battle  was  joined,  the  Soviet  Union  stayed 
with  the  U.N.  position  and  the  U.N.  resolu¬ 
tions.  And  so,  I  will  be  looking  at  that  and 
thanking  people  there  for  that  support. 

But  whether  there  will  be  anything  in  the 
future  on  it  or  not,  I  just  don’t  know.  I  have 
to  see  what  we  talk  about  when  we  get 
there. 

Last  one. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  since  this  is  the  last 
question,  could  I  make  it  two-part? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  Those  will  be  very  short  parts. 

The  President  Two  parts  with  no  follow- 
on — how’s  that  for  an  idea.  [Laughter]  I 
hope  you  guys  don’t  get  into  the  American 
system  just  because  you’ve  lived  here  a  long 
time,  with  a  follow-on.  The  insidious  follow- 
on  question. 

Q.  From  Helen  Thomas  [Helen  Thomas, 
United  Press  International]. 

The  President  Yes,  exactly.  Exactly. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  you 
wouldn’t  like  to  interfere  into  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  President  That  I  don’t  want  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  it? 

Q.  Yes,  right. 

The  President  Yes. 


Q,  But  still,  I  don’t  think  we  would  come 
out  of  this  room  without  you  making  your 
comment  on  what  happened  yesterday  in 
the  Soviet  Union  when  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  managed  to  strike  a  deal  with  the 
leaders  of  the  Republics. 

The  President  I  see  what  you  mean.  No,  I 
don’t  feel  I’m  interfering  in  the  Soviet 
Union  when  I  say  it’s  very  good  that  a  deal 
appears  to  have  been  worked  out.  Don’t  ask 
me  to  give  you  the  details  on  the  deal. 
Don’t  ask  me  to  fine-tune  any  paragraph  on 
it.  But  the  idea  of  the  Soviet  Union  working 
out  a  deal  with  the  Republics  is  very,  very 
important  to  these  economic  objectives  that 
I  talked  about  here.  So,  I  would  view  a 
comment  by  me  as  simply  being  supportive. 
But  I  hope  it  wouldn’t  be  interpreted  as 
intervening  in  the  internal  economic  affairs 
or  political  affairs  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Q.  And  the  second  part,  which  would  be 
drastically  varying  from  what  we  used  to 
ask  you  before.  And  so,  should  we  expect 
any  news  today,  which  is  the  final  day  for 
the  United  Nations  deadline  on  Iraqis  sup¬ 
plying  all  the  information  about  nuclear - 

The  President  I  don’t  know  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  up  there.  Brent,  do  you  know  what’s 
happening  today  up  there? 

General  Scowcroft.  No - 

The  President  There’s  been  a  kind  of 
heightened  view  that  after — almost  got  it 
back  to  the  January  15th  deadline  in  terms 
of  using  force.  And  I  think  that’s  gotten  a 
little  out  of  hand.  I  mean,  the  United  States 
is  not  going  to  go  off  like  some  cowboy,  six- 
guns  shooting  in  the  air  because  the  25th  of 
July  has  gone  by.  But  what  we  are  going  to 
do  is  be  damned  sure  one  way  or  another 
that  Saddam  Hussein  does  not  continue  to 
lie  and  does  not  continue  to  go  against  the 
U.N.  resolutions. 

And  he  has  not  restituted  the  gold  from 
Kuwait.  He  has  not  fully  accounted  for  the 
people  from  Kuwait.  He  continues  to  do 
bad  things  in  terms  of  pursuing  nuclear  ob¬ 
jectives.  And  there  is  a  whole  other  list  of 
things  that  he — he  diverts  food  away  from 
the  people  into  certain  hierarchies.  And 
that’s  not  any  good. 

But  I  think  there’s  been  a  heightened 
kind  of  feeling — well,  on  the  25th,  we’d 
better  batten  down  the  hatches  over  there 
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because  this  man  is  going  to  be  punished. 
He  may  get  punished  someday.  And  we 
have  got  to  enforce  these  United  Nations 
sanctions  and  resolutions.  But  I’m  just 
trying  to  put  that  25th  of  July  into  a  proper 
perspective.  We  have  expected  full  disclo¬ 
sure.  And  Ill  be  interested  to  see  on  the 
26th  of  July  what  my  experts  tell  me  about 
whether  there’s  been  full  disclosure.  But  I 
wouldn’t  read  too  much  into  it  as  a  day  that 
military  action  is  taken. 

I  think  the  very  fact  that  there  was  some 
rather  strong  feeling  from  a  lot  of  countries 
that  military  action  might  be  taken  if  he 
doesn’t  comply  resulted  in  his  coming  for¬ 
ward  and  say,  “Oh,  all  the  things  I  told  you 
I  wasn’t  doing  yesterday,  yes,  I  am  doing 
them.”  But  here’s  the  answer.  Here’s  the 
disclosure.  The  problem  is  the  disclosure  is 
not  full,  and  he’s  got  to  comply. 

And  so,  all  we  want  to  do  is  have  him 
keep  his  word  and  stop  brutalizing  his  own 
people  by  diverting  food  away  from  them 
and  medicines.  But  I’m  still  hopeful  that  he 
will  do  that,  very  candidly,  still  hopeful.  But 
I  can’t  guarantee  it  from  what  I’ve  seen  so 


Remarks  at  the  Arrival  Ceremony 
July  30, 1991 

President  Gorbachev.  Mr.  President,  Mrs. 
Bush,  I  would  like  to  extend  a  warm  and 
sincere  welcome  to  you  on  Soviet  soil 
within  the  walls  of  our  ancient  Kremlin. 

It  has  been  little  more  than  a  year  since  I 
visited  the  United  States.  This  year  has  seen 
events  of  tremendous  importance,  both  in 
our  two  countries  and  in  the  world.  For  us 
in  the  U.S.S.R.,  it  was  a  year  that  put  to  a 
daily  test  our  capacity  to  act  constructively 
at  a  critical  time  in  the  process  of  transition 
in  our  progress  along  the  path  of  democrat¬ 
ic  transformation  and  reform. 

It  was  also  a  challenging  year  for  the 
international  community.  It,  too,  is  going 
through  a  period  of  transition  to  a  new, 
unprecedented  system  of  international  rela¬ 
tions.  The  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  history 
has  been  a  tough  test,  indeed,  for  leaders  of 


far. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  this  interview  will 
appear  on  Saturday.  What  you  just  said,  it 
still  will  be  valid  by  that  time? 

The  President  Saturday?  What  time  Sat¬ 
urday?  No,  I’m  just  teasing  you.  [Laughter] 
No,  it  will  be  valid. 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much,  sir. 

The  President.  No,  it  will  be  valid.  Yes,  it 
will  be  valid.  This  thing  is — any  action, 
you’ve  got  to  have  other  people  with  out. 
We’re  not  going  to  be  off  on  some  Lone 
Ranger  wicket,  as  I  say. 

Good  to  see  you  all.  Thanks  for  coming. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  2:30  p.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  The 
following  journalists  participated:  Yuri 
Bandoura ,  Moscow  News;  Edgar  Cheporov, 
Literaturnaya  Gazeta;  Vitaliy  Gan,  Pravda; 
and  Alexander  Shalnev,  Izvestia. 

In  his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 
Yakov  Malik,  former  Soviet  representative 
to  the  United  Nations.  The  interview  was 
released  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 
on  July  29.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  this  interview. 


in  Moscow 


states,  requiring  enormous  effort,  a  sense  of 
high  responsibility,  strictest  realism,  and 
vision. 

A  great  deal  in  world  politics  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  depend  on  how  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  United  States  interact  with  each  other. 
For  the  first  time  ever,  our  two  countries 
have  a  chance  to  build  their  relations  on 
the  natural  basis  of  universal  human  values 
and  national  interest.  We  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  we  need  each  other,  that  the 
security,  internal  stability,  and  dynamic  de¬ 
velopment  of  each  of  our  two  countries 
benefits  both  of  them.  Not  only  our  two 
nations  but  the  entire  world  needs  this  kind 
of  U.S.-Soviet  relationship.  The  world  has 
realized  this  and  has  given  us  support  in 
our  joint  efforts.  Today  and  tomorrow  we 
will  be  discussing  with  you,  Mr.  President, 
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these  and  many  other  matters.  The  Soviet 
people  welcome  you  as  the  leader  of  a  great 
power,  as  a  statesman  who  is  making  a 
great  contribution  to  the  shaping  of  new 
world  politics. 

Mr.  President,  in  recent  months  and 
weeks,  the  Kremlin,  a  symbol  of  our  na¬ 
tion’s  centuries-old  history,  has  been  the 
scene  of  events  that  will  shape  this  coun¬ 
try’s  future.  Tomorrow  it  will  witness  an¬ 
other  such  event,  the  signing  of  the  treaty 
on  the  reduction  of  strategic  offensive  arms. 
It  is  more  than  just  a  major  step  in  the 
process  of  disarmament.  It  is  a  sign  of  a 
growing  irreversibility  of  the  fundamental 
change  for  the  better  in  world  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  results  of  the  G-7  meeting  in 
London  further  solidified  this  irreversibility. 
It  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  type  of  inter¬ 
national  economic  relations  which  will  form 
the  material  foundation  for  world  politics  in 
the  21st  century. 

All  this,  I  hope,  will  allow  our  peoples  to 
benefit  more  directly  from  the  improving 
Soviet-U.S.  relationship. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  President,  to  assure  every¬ 
one  who  will  be  following  our  work  with 
you  in  the  coming  days  that  we  shall  try  to 
live  up  to  the  hopes  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
the  peoples  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Once  again,  Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Bush, 
welcome  to  the  Soviet  Union, 

President  Bush.  Thank  you  very  much, 
sir. 

Well,  first,  let  me  thank  President  Gorba¬ 
chev,  leaders  that  met  us  last  night,  people 
along  the  way  for  their  warm  welcome 
here.  We’ve  been  looking  forward  to  this 
visit.  And  I’m  honored  to  be  in  Moscow  to 
meet  with  President  Gorbachev  for  this  his¬ 
toric  summit  at  a  time  when  tension  gives 
way  to  a  new  season  of  hope.  We  need  only 
compare  the  words  of  the  cold  war  with  our 
historic  accomplishments  in  recent  years  to 
realize  that  a  new  age  of  promise  has 
dawned.  No  visitor  to  this  country  can  fail 
to  see  the  signs  of  change. 

Since  my  last  visit  in  1985,  we’ve  wit¬ 
nessed  the  opening  of  Europe  and  the  end 
of  a  world  polarized  by  suspicion.  That 
year,  Mikhail  Gorbachev  assumed  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Soviet  Union,  put  many  monu¬ 


mental  changes  into  motion.  He  began  in¬ 
stituting  reforms  that  basically  changed  the 
world.  And  in  the  United  States,  everyone 
now  knows  at  least  two  Russian  words,  glas- 
nost  and  perestroika.  And  here  everyone 
appreciates  the  English  word  “democracy.” 

Our  nations  have  moved  forward  in  every 
sphere,  political,  military,  and  economic. 
And  we  stood  together  for  the  first  time  in 
50  years  to  face  down  aggression  in  the 
Gulf,  the  Persian  Gulf.  And  this  week  we 
take,  as  the  President  just  said,  another  his¬ 
toric  step  away  from  the  cold  war  with  the 
signing  of  the  START  treaty. 

In  the  next  2  days,  President  Gorbachev 
and  I  hope  to  build  upon  this  beginning,  to 
forge  a  U.S.-Soviet  agenda,  built  not  upon 
military  confrontation  but  upon  economic 
and  security  cooperation.  In  the  economic 
sphere,  we  hope  to  build  upon  the  agree¬ 
ments  we  made  in  Malta,  to  normalize  eco¬ 
nomic  relations  and  work  toward  helping 
the  Soviet  Union  integrate  itself  into  the 
international  economy.  In  the  Middle  East, 
we  see  new  prospects  for  peace  where  once 
there  was  only  contention.  And  together, 
we  will  work  toward  building  a  lasting 
peace  between  Israel  and  her  Arab  neigh¬ 
bors.  And  well  also  work  together  to  re¬ 
solve  difficulties  and  conflicts  in  Afghani¬ 
stan  and  Cambodia,  just  as  we  worked  to 
build  peace  and  democracy  in  Angola,  Na¬ 
mibia,  and  Nicaragua. 

No  longer  must  all  the  world  serve  as  a 
stage  for  superpower  standoffs.  Instead,  let 
everyplace  from  Central  America  to  Angola 
to  Afghanistan  offer  new  hopes,  new  oppor¬ 
tunities.  And  let  us  pursue  shared  goals:  a 
stable  world  no  longer  polarized,  mutually 
beneficial  economic  ties,  cooperation  on  ev¬ 
erything  from  weapons  proliferation  to  en¬ 
vironmental  problems. 

President  Gorbachev  has  earned  our  re¬ 
spect  and  admiration  for  his  uncommon 
vision  and  courage  in  replacing  old  ortho¬ 
doxy  with  glasnost  and  perestroika.  But 
more  fundamental  than  the  relations  of 
leaders  are  the  shared  values  of  their 
people,  and  here  our  common  humanity 
offers  the  greatest  hope  for  mankind. 

And  yes,  we  have  differences,  but  this 
hope  can  enable  us  to  address  our  differ¬ 
ences,  differences  over  Cuba  or  the  future 
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of  the  Baltic  States  or  what  Japan  calls  the 
Northern  Territory.  But  let’s  conduct  all  our 
affairs  in  the  spirit  of  enduring  partnership, 
based  on  politics  peaceful  and  democratic, 
on  economies  productive  and  free.  You  see, 
Americans  want  to  work  with  all  levels  of 
Soviet  society.  Beyond  our  central  Govern¬ 
ments,  we  look  for  greater  interaction  be¬ 
tween  the  citizens  of  our  States  and  your 
Republics.  And  beyond  government,  we 
seek  greater  understanding  throughout  the 
broad  spectrum  of  society,  among  business¬ 
men,  students,  artists,  and  scientists. 

So,  I  come  here  on  a  state  visit  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  but  I  also  come  to  discover  a 
rapidly  changing  country.  For  the  sake  of 
peace  and  new  prosperity,  on  behalf  of  all 
Americans  I  come  here  today  to  assure 
President  Gorbachev,  the  leaders,  the  great 
people  of  this  land  in  each  of  its  Republics, 


that  we  stand  with  you  in  your  historic 
struggle  for  democracy  and  reform. 

Fifty  years  ago,  we  united  as  allies  to 
fight  a  horrible  war,  a  war  that  cost  the 
Soviet  Union  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives. 
So  this  week,  let  us  come  together  to  seek  a 
newer  world,  more  stable,  more  just,  more 
peaceful. 

Thank  you.  And  may  God  bless  the  Soviet 
people,  the  sovereign  people  of  this  Soviet 
Union.  We  are  delighted  to  be  here,  Mr. 
President. 

Note:  The  remarks  began  at  10:23  a.m.  in 
St  George ’s  Hall  at  the  Kremlin.  President 
Gorbachev  spoke  in  Russian,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 
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First,  may  I  salute  the  Acting  Director 
Tyulin,  and  of  course,  the  distinguished  For¬ 
eign  Minister  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Mr.  Bess¬ 
mertnykh. 

It  is  a  great  privilege  to  meet  with  you  at 
this  critical  moment  in  the  history  of  your 
nation,  at  this  time  of  great  hope  for  all  the 
world. 

For  four  long  decades,  our  two  nations 
stood  locked  in  conflict  as  the  cold  war  cast 
its  shadow  across  an  armed  and  uneasy 
peace.  This  summit  marks  a  new  beginning, 
the  prospect  that  we  can  put  an  end  to  a 
long  era  as  adversaries,  write  a  new  chapter 
in  the  history  of  our  two  nations,  forge  a 
new  partnership  and  a  sturdy  peace. 

We  have  reason  to  hope.  Indeed,  we  have 
good  reason  to  hope.  One  by  one,  the  cruel 
realities  of  the  cold  war  flicker  and  fade 
and  a  new  world  of  opportunities  calls  us 
forward.  In  Europe,  for  40  years  the  fault 
line  of  East-West  conflict,  the  nations  of 
Central  Europe  now  find  a  common  home 
in  democracy.  Far  beyond  the  confines  of 
this  continent — from  Afghanistan  to  the 
Horn  of  Africa,  from  Angola  to  Central 


America — regional  conflicts  no  longer 
threaten  to  become  flashpoints  for  super¬ 
power  confrontation.  Worldwide,  the  risk  of 
global  war  stands  lower  now  than  at  any 
point  in  the  postwar  era. 

The  challenge  we  face  at  this  summit — 
the  challenge  you  face  as  present  and 
future  leaders  of  this  great  nation — is  simply 
this:  Together,  our  two  nations  must  over¬ 
come  a  half-century  of  mistrust  to  seize  this 
moment  and  build  a  lasting  peace. 

During  the  past  2  years,  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  and  I  have  made  substantial  progress 
in  building  this  new  relationship.  Together, 
the  Soviet  side  and  the  United  States  side, 
we’ve  created  new  opportunities  for  arms 
control.  Last  fall,  in  Paris,  we  agreed  on 
landmark  reductions  in  conventional  forces 
stationed  in  Europe.  And  tomorrow,  in  the 
Kremlin,  we  will  sign  the  historic  START 
treaty,  the  first  treaty  that  significantly  re¬ 
duces  the  most  dangerous  and  destabilizing 
nuclear  forces. 

Lower  tensions  have  also  made  it  possible 
for  our  two  nations  to  normalize  economic 
relations.  President  Gorbachev  and  I  made 
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this  a  priority  at  the  Malta  summit,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  report  today  that  this  process 
of  normalization  is  now  nearly  complete.  In 
May,  the  Supreme  Soviet  removed  the  key 
impediment  to  increased  trade:  Soviet  re¬ 
strictions  on  free  emigration.  The  new 
Soviet  emigration  law  stands  as  a  major  step 
forward,  a  victory  for  all  who  value  human 
rights.  As  a  consequence  of  this  progress, 
when  I  return  to  Washington,  I  will  submit 
to  the  United  States  Congress  the  U.S.- 
Soviet  trade  agreement  that  we  signed  1 
year  ago.  And  then  we  can  grant  the  Soviet 
Union  most-favored-nation  trade  status. 

I  will  urge  the  Congress  to  repeal  the 
Byrd  and  Stevenson  amendments,  restric¬ 
tions  that  limit  credits  and  impede  trade.  In 
addition,  we  will  accelerate  our  effort  to 
conclude  a  tax  agreement  and  a  bilateral 
investment  agreement. 

For  most  of  this  century,  the  Soviet 
Union  stood  apart  from  the  world  market — 
stood  aside  as  free  market  forces  spawned 
unprecedented  prosperity  across  the  West. 
The  results  of  that  self-imposed  isolation 
from  the  world  economy  proved  very 
costly. 

But  now  that’s  begun  to  change.  At  this 
month’s  London  summit.  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  spoke  about  the  Soviet  Union’s  inter¬ 
est  in  becoming  fully  integrated  into  the 
world  economy. 

The  Soviet  Union  should  become  a  full 
participant  in  the  global  economy,  and  the 
United  States  will  support  you  in  that  effort. 
Beyond  two-way  trade,  the  United  States  is 
working  to  open  doors  to  Soviet  entry  into 
the  economic  mainstream.  And  that’s  why 
the  United  States  supported  Soviet  observer 
status  at  the  GATT,  and  full  membership 
when  the  U.S.S.R.  has  completed  the  neces¬ 
sary  reforms  upon  which  it  has  embarked. 
And  that’s  why  I  proposed  last  December — 
and  the  G-7  has  just  agreed — that  the 
U.S.S.R.  should  enter  a  “special  association” 
with  the  IMF  and  the  World  Bank.  Though 
the  Soviet  Union  has  recently  embarked  on 
its  massive  reconstruction  program  of  eco¬ 
nomic  reform,  its  importance  and  its  sheer 
size  entitle  it  to  this  special  status  which 
will  speed  the  day  to  full  qualification  for 
benefits  from  the  international  financial  in¬ 
stitutions. 

These  measures  will  make  available  to 


the  Soviet  Union  assistance  and  expertise 
that  can  help  ease  the  difficult  transition  to 
a  market  economy  and  improve  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  living  for  the  Soviet  people. 

But  the  crowning  proof  that  we  are  over¬ 
coming  the  old  cold  war  animosities  re¬ 
mains  our  cooperation  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
In  the  depths  of  the  cold  war  era,  Iraq’s 
aggression  against  its  tiny  neighbor  might 
well  have  brought  our  two  nations,  even 
the  entire  world,  to  the  brink  of  conflict. 
Instead,  our  cooperation  ensured  the  inter¬ 
national  isolation  of  Saddam  Hussein.  And  if 
Saddam  Hussein  thought  he  could  exploit 
our  differences  to  his  own  advantage — he 
was  dead  wrong.  At  every  key  point  in  the 
crisis,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  worked  together  to  send  a  strong 
and  steady  signal  to  Saddam  that  his  aggres¬ 
sion  would  not  stand. 

And  today,  our  cooperation  in  the  Gulf 
holds  out  hope  that  we  can  work  together 
towards  a  just  and  lasting  peace  in  regions 
of  the  world  now  driven  by  conflict — in  the 
Middle  East,  Cambodia,  and  Afghanistan — 
just  as  we’ve  worked  together  to  bring 
peace  and  free  elections  to  Namibia, 
Angola,  and  yes,  Nicaragua. 

In  every  aspect  of  our  relations — military, 
political,  economic — we  see  positive  signs  of 
a  new  partnership.  But  for  all  the  progress 
we’ve  made,  let’s  face  it,  obstacles  do 
remain.  Our  ability  to  overcome  them  will 
be  a  key  test  of  the  strength  of  this  new 
relationship  I’m  talking  about. 

In  many  cases,  we  face  conflicts  and  quar¬ 
rels  rooted  in  the  World  War  fought  50 
years  ago,  frozen  in  place  by  the  long  cold 
war  that  followed,  disputes  like  Japan’s 
claim,  which  we  support,  for  the  return  of 
the  Northern  Territories.  This  dispute  could 
hamper  your  integration  into  the  world 
economy,  and  we  want  to  do  whatever  we 
can  to  help  both  sides  resolve  it. 

Difficult,  as  well,  are  questions  regarding 
the  future  of  the  Baltic  States — Estonia, 
Latvia,  and  Lithuania.  Today,  a  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  Baltic  leaders,  democratically 
elected  and  reflecting  the  will  of  the  Baltic 
peoples,  asks  a  new  generation  of  Soviet 
leaders  to  repudiate  one  of  the  darkest  lega¬ 
cies  of  the  Stalin  era.  Surely,  men  and 
women  of  reason  and  good  will  can  find  a 
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way  to  extend  freedom  to  the  Baltic  peo¬ 
ples. 

Only  good-faith  negotiations  with  the 
Baltic  governments  can  address  the  yearn¬ 
ings  of  their  people  to  be  free.  We  must  not 
see  the  positive  progress  that  we  have 
made  threatened  or  thrown  in  doubt. 
Above  all,  there  needs  to  be  a  clear  and 
unqualified  commitment  to  peaceful 
change. 

Another  obstacle  lies  close  to  home  for 
the  United  States — I’m  sure  you  know  what 
I’m  going  to  say  it  is.  Ninety  miles  off  the 
Florida  coast,  in  Cuba,  this  obstacle  re¬ 
mains.  The  United  States  poses  no  threat  to 
Cuba.  Therefore,  there  is  no  need  for  the 
Soviet  Union  to  funnel  millions  of  dollars  in 
military  aid  to  Cuba — especially  since  a  de¬ 
fiant  Castro,  isolated  by  his  own  obsolete 
totalitarianism,  denies  his  people  any  move 
toward  democracy.  Castro  does  not  share 
your  faith  in  glasnost.  Castro  does  not  share 
your  faith  in  perestroika. 

Then  finally,  it’s  time  for  your  military 
establishment  to  move  to  a  peacetime  foot¬ 
ing.  It’s  time  to  reduce  military  spending. 
We’re  doing  that  in  the  United  States.  The 
world  has  changed.  As  you  struggle  to  join 
the  international  economy,  we  will  offer  our 
help  in  converting  your  military-industrial 
might  to  productive,  peaceful  purposes. 
Now,  we  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  mili¬ 
tary  reform — the  competing  demands  of 
people  displaced  when  a  cold  war  makes 
way  for  a  new  world  order.  But  we  also 
know  this:  The  demilitarization  of  your 
economy  is  key  to  economic  transformation. 
It  will  enable  you  to  devote  more  resources 
to  economic  growth,  and  will  help  you  fill 
the  shelves  of  your  stores. 

But  the  key  challenge,  the  single  most 
important  factor  in  forging  a  new  partner¬ 
ship  between  our  nations,  remains  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  experiment  now  reshaping 
Soviet  economy,  Soviet  society.  Consider 
the  Soviet  Union  we  see  today.  Gone  are 
the  days  when  a  small  cadre  hidden  behind 
the  high  walls  of  the  Kremlin  worked  the 
levers  of  power.  Gone  is  a  rubberstamp  leg¬ 
islature,  the  one-party  monopoly  enforcing 
one  point  of  view. 

In  its  place  we  see  unmistakable  signs  of 
the  new  Soviet  Union.  Dissidents  who  once 
languished  in  internal  exile  now  serve  as 


deputies  in  the  People’s  Congress.  Samizdat 
has  given  way  to  streetcorner  critics.  A  new 
Soviet  revolution  has  begun,  a  revolution 
marked  by  the  emergence  of  many  voices 
inside  and  outside  government,  in  the  pro¬ 
liferation  of  political  parties  here  in  Moscow 
and  across  every  part  of  the  vast  reaches  of 
this  great  and  wonderful  land. 

The  forces  of  reaction  and  resistance  still 
retain  great  power.  But  each  day  brings 
new  alliances,  a  new  manifesto  for  change, 
a  new  call  to  action.  Some  ask:  Amid  this 
shifting  scene,  what  is  our  policy  toward  all 
these  groups?  Who  and  what  do  we  sup¬ 
port?  My  answer  is  clear:  America  stands 
with  the  forces  of  freedom  and  reform 
wherever  they  are  found. 

My  country  stands  ready  to  assist  in  this 
new  Soviet  revolution.  In  the  economic 
sphere,  the  transformation  must  come  from 
within.  A  shortage  of  foreign  capital  is  not 
what  plunged  your  economy  into  crisis,  nor 
can  your  economic  ills  be  cured  by  a  simple 
infusion  of  cash.  Only  through  real  reform 
can  the  Soviet  Union  abolish  the  counter¬ 
productive  command  economy.  Only 
through  real  reform  can  the  Soviet  Union 
unleash  the  ingenuity,  the  energy,  and  the 
entrepreneurial  potential  of  its  people. 

As  market  reform  moves  forward,  the 
U.S.  stands  ready  to  support  your  efforts. 
Right  now,  the  next  step,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
to  devise  an  economic  strategy  with  the 
IMF  and  the  World  Bank,  a  strategy  that 
wins  the  support  of  the  international  invest¬ 
ment  community.  It  should  be  a  program 
that  sets  out  priorities,  one  that  makes  great 
use  of  your  enormous  natural  wealth.  But 
even  more,  it  must  be  a  plan  that  unlocks 
the  great  human  potential  of  the  people,  of 
the  Soviet  people.  Progress  rests  on  the 
pace  of  your  reforms — on  the  speed  with 
which  you  move  from  a  system  based  on 
command  and  control  to  one  based  on 
supply  and  demand.  As  in  Eastern  Europe, 
our  assistance  will  keep  pace  with  your 
reform. 

But  our  new  partnership  must  go  far 
beyond  the  halls  of  government  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Moscow  and  the  capitals  of 
Western  Europe.  Western  governments, 
with  their  own  strapped  resources,  are  lim¬ 
ited  in  what  they  can  do.  So,  we  must  bring 
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together  the  businessmen  from  Europe  and 
America,  and  their  partners  from  all  across 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Our  new  partnership  must  bridge  the 
thousands  of  miles  between  smalltown 
America  and  Soviet  cities.  It  means  expand¬ 
ed  exchanges  of  scientists  and  scholars,  art¬ 
ists  and  engineers.  And  from  the  great  cities 
of  Moscow  and  Kiev,  from  the  plains  of 
Central  Asia  and  the  villages  of  Siberia,  to 
the  port  of  Vladivostok  and  all  points  in 
between,  it  means  students  coming  to  study 
in  American  schools  and  live  with  American 
families.  It  means  thousands  more  Ameri¬ 
can  students  coming  to  the  Soviet  Union  to 
explore  your  past  and  experience  firsthand 
the  future  you  are  working  to  create. 

For  four  long  decades,  cooperation  of  this 
kind  was  the  casualty  of  the  cold  war.  So, 
let  this  Moscow  summit  definitively  mark 
the  end  of  what  all  of  us  would  agree  has 
been  an  era  of  mistrust,  and  let  it  mark  a 


new  beginning  for  our  two  nations,  an  era 
of  progress  toward  a  new  world  of  peace 
and  partnership. 

Once  again,  thank  you  for  giving  me  the 
opportunity  to  speak  to  this  Institute.  And 
let  me  just  tell  you  that  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  are 
good  and  are  getting  better.  And  it  is  my 
goal  as  President  of  the  United  States  to  see 
that  they  get  even  better  still.  Thank  you. 
And  may  God  bless  the  people  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:04  p.m.  in 
the  Conference  Hall  at  the  Moscow  State 
Institute  for  International  Relations.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Ivan  G.  Tyulin, 
acting  director  of  the  Moscow  State  Institute 
for  International  Relations.  He  also  referred 
to  the  Stevenson  amendment  to  the  Export- 
Import  Bank  Act  and  the  Byrd  amendment 
to  the  1974  Trade  Act. 


Remarks  Following  Discussions  With  President  Boris  Yeltsin  of  the 
Republic  of  Russia 
July  30,  1991 


President  Yeltsin.  Of  course,  this  is  a  short 
meeting.  I  met  President  Bush  and  his 
party.  The  main  issues  that  we  have  cov¬ 
ered  and  discussed  were  questions  of  the 
situation  in  the  Russian  Federation  and  in 
the  country — the  matters  of  the  union  com¬ 
pact,  and  why  there  has  been  a  delay  in  the 
signing  of  the  union  compact.  I  spoke  about 
the  decision,  which  subject  was  only  yester¬ 
day  agreed  upon.  And  then  we  continued 
our  dialog  which  we  launched  in  Washing¬ 
ton  on  the  implementation  of  a  number  of 
programs  in  the  Russian  Federation.  The 
four  principal:  storage  and  processing  of  ag¬ 
ricultural  produce,  conversion  of  military 
industries,  training  and  education  of  our 
management  personnel,  and  the  setting-up 
of  joint  transportation  ventures. 

We  have  already  made  some  movement 
while  only  28  days  have  elapsed  since  our 
meeting  in  Washington.  In  some  fields  we 
have  already  prepared  a  draft  agreement. 
And  I  am  grateful  too,  Mr.  President,  for 


giving  such  an  impulse,  in  such  a  speedy 
way,  to  promote  our  understanding.  Be¬ 
sides,  we  agreed  that  after  the  signing  of 
the  union  treaty,  of  the  union  compact,  we 
shall  maintain  our  links  and  contacts  with 
the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Treasury  and  Agriculture  so 
that  after  the  union  compact  is  signed  we 
would  start  formalizing  our  relations  either 
through  a  memorandum  or  an  understand¬ 
ing  between  Russia  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

I  am  satisfied. 

President  Bush.  So  am  I.  [Laughter] 

The  President  has  given  you  a  very  good 
and  thorough  description  of  the  agenda. 
The  only  point  I  would  add  is,  one,  it  was  a 
good  meeting  from  the  U.S.  standpoint; 
and,  two,  President  Yeltsin’s  visit  to  the 
United  States  was  a  big  hit  and  furthered 
not  only  relations  and  understanding  be¬ 
tween  the  Russian  Republic  and  the  States 
but  also  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  States.  So, 
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we  view  this  visit  as  a  very  positive  step  in 
the  overall  relationship  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia  and  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union. 

1  want  to  congratulate  him  on  a  job  well 
done  in  the  States. 

Q.  President  Yeltsin,  why  didn’t  you 
attend  the  meeting  with  President  Gorba¬ 
chev? 


President  Bush.  We’ve  got  to  go.  I’m  late. 

Note:  The  remarks  began  at  4:40  p.m.  in  the 
Ceremonial  Room  at  the  Kremlin.  President 
Yeltsin  spoke  in  Russian ,  and  his  remarks 
were  translated  by  an  interpreter.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 


Remarks  at  the  State  Dinner  in  Moscow 
July  30,  1991 


President  Bush.  May  I  first  thank  you,  Mr. 
President  and  Mrs.  Gorbachev,  and  all  the 
Soviet  people  who  have  welcomed  Barbara 
and  me  so  warmly  to  this  great  city  and  this 
great  country  in  this  historic  time. 

And  I  want  to  pay  a  special  tribute  to  our 
host  and  friend — a  man  that  my  country 
greatly  admires,  and  a  man  that  I  greatly 
admire.  When  he  came  to  Washington  last 
year,  I  took  him  up  to  Camp  David.  And 
while  there,  we  played  a  game  called  horse¬ 
shoes,  a  game  in  which  you  throw  a  horse¬ 
shoe  as  close  as  possible  to  a  stake  far  away. 
And  on  his  very  first  try,  he  hit  the  stake. 
And  I  gave  him  that  horseshoe  as  a  symbol 
of  good  luck.  But,  as  with  everything  he’s 
accomplished,  I  think  his  success  was  due 
more  to  his  unique  mixture  of  determina¬ 
tion,  courage,  and  skill. 


Dramatic  changes  have  reshaped  oui 
world  since  we  first  met  6  years  ago,  Mr 
President.  The  relationship  between  oui 
great  nations  has  moved  from  confrontatior 
to  friendship.  Our  growing  ties  remind  me 
of  an  old  proverb  from  your  land:  There’s 
no  road  too  long  and  no  obstacle  too  hare 
for  friendship.  Our  nations’  friendship,  buill 
on  mutual  respect  and  personal  trust  i< 
changing  the  world. 

For  almost  a  decade,  the  START  negotia¬ 
tors  sought  to  achieve  real  and  stabilizing 
reductions  in  our  strategic  arsenals.  And  to¬ 
morrow  we  will  sign  a  START  agreement,  a 
treaty  that  bolsters  the  promise  of  peace 
and  advances  the  security  of  both  of  oui 
nations,  the  first  agreement  ever  to  reduce 
^e  "umber  of  strategic  nuclear  arms 
START  and  CFE  both  testify  to  our  new 


spirit  of  cooperation  and  to  its  potential  for 
building  world  peace. 

But  arms  control  is  only  one  element  of 
our  new  relationship.  We  will  spend  much 
of  our  2  days  together  discussing  the  issues 
that  will  shape  our  future:  democracy,  free 
markets,  prosperity,  and  peace. 

A  peaceful  revolution  has  unfolded  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  we  wholeheartedly  sup¬ 
port  your  progress  towards  a  society  based 
upon  the  rule  of  law,  democratic  institu¬ 
tions,  and  a  system  of  free  enterprise. 

We  stand  ready  to  work  with  you  in 
transforming  your  economic  system  by  nor¬ 
malizing  bilateral  ties,  deepening  our  trade 
relations,  and  taking  concrete  steps  to  sup¬ 
port  market  reforms  in  many  sectors,  food 
and  energy  and  defense  conversion. 

Today  we  spoke  of  ways  to  follow  up  on 
President  Gorbachev’s  successful  visit  to 
London.  The  United  States  supports  your 
integration  into  the  global  economy,  but  a 
successful  integration  will  ultimately 
depend  on  your  democratic  and  market  re¬ 
forms. 

Internationally,  our  growing  partnership 
as  peacemakers  and  peacekeepers  continues 
to  deepen.  In  the  past  year,  we’ve  worked 
together  to  deter  aggression  and  to  encour¬ 
age  nations  to  resolve  their  differences 
peacefully.  And  now,  our  common  efforts 
may  help  bring  peace  to  the  Middle  East. 
In  this  region  where  dangerous  confronta¬ 
tions  once  divided  our  nations,  we  may  con¬ 
solidate  our  partnership  as  peacemakers. 

Our  people  will  face  tough  challenges  in 
the  days  ahead.  And  I  understand  that  it’s 
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an  ancient  custom  in  your  land  that  when 
you  prepare  for  a  long  journey,  you  sit  for  a 
moment  of  quiet  reflection.  Perhaps  that  is 
what  we  need  to  do  now,  at  least  in  the 
silence  of  our  hearts.  Individually  and  to¬ 
gether,  you  see,  we  face  a  long,  exciting 
journey  of  change. 

We  can  gain  strength  from  the  words  of 
Chekhov,  who  once  wrote  of  our  responsi¬ 
bility  to  our  world:  Man  has  been  endowed 
with  reason,  with  the  power  to  create,  so 
that  he  can  add  to  what  he  has  been  given. 


And  let  us  add  then,  to  the  relationship 
we  have  developed  in  recent  years.  And  let 
us  build  a  better  future.  And  as  we  begin, 
may  I  echo  your  traditional  toast:  To  the 
future  of  our  countries.  And  may  I  add,  the 
health  and  happiness  of  President  and  Mrs. 
Gorbachev. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:37  p.m.  in 
the  Hall  of  Facets  at  the  Grand  Kremlin 
Palace.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev’s  wife,  Raisa. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Agreement  on  the  Extension 
of  AM  Broadcasting  Service  in  the  Western  Hemisphere 
July  30,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Regional  Agreement  for 
the  Use  of  the  Band  1605-1705  kHz  in 
Region  2,  with  annexes,  and  two  U.S.  state¬ 
ments  as  contained  in  the  Final  Protocol, 
signed  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  on  June  8,  1988.  I  transmit  also, 
for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the 
report  of  the  Department  of  State  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  Agreement. 

The  Agreement  establishes  a  frequency 
allotment  plan  and  associated  procedures 
designed  to  enable  the  International  Tele¬ 
communication  Union  (ITU)  member  coun¬ 
tries  in  Region  2  (Western  Hemisphere)  to 
implement  the  AM  broadcasting  service  in 
the  100  kHz  band  (1605-1705  kHz)  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  upper  end  of  the  existing  AM 
broadcasting  band.  It  is  the  result  of  two 
sessions  of  a  Regional  Administrative  Radio 
Conference  held  in  1986  in  Geneva,  and  in 
1988  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  ITU.  The  Agreement  is  consistent 


with  the  proposals  of  and  the  positions 
taken  by  the  United  States  at  the  1988  con¬ 
ference.  Given  the  history  of  harmful  inter¬ 
ference  to  U.S.  AM  broadcasting  stations  in 
the  existing  AM  radio  band  from  various 
countries  in  the  Region  (particularly  Cuba), 
the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  signature, 
submitted  statements  on  this  subject  that 
were  included  in  a  Final  Protocol  to  the 
Agreement.  The  specific  statements,  with 
reasons,  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State. 

I  believe  that  the  United  States  should 
become  a  party  to  this  Agreement,  which 
provides  for  the  expansion  in  an  orderly 
manner  of  the  AM  broadcasting  service  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere  into  the  band 
1605-1705  kHz.  It  is  my  hope  that  the 
Senate  will  take  early  action  on  this  matter 
and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratifica¬ 
tion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

July  30,  1991. 
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Remarks  to  Soviet  and  United  States  Businessmen  in  Moscow 
July  31,  1991 


Good  morning.  May  I  pay  my  respects 
and  thanks  to  our  able  Ambassador,  Ambas¬ 
sador  Matlock.  This  gives  me  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  thank  him  for  the  fantastic  job  he 
has  done  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  I  think  also  that  he’s  done  an  awful  lot 
to  further  understanding  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

May  I  say  good  morning  to  Mr.  Bunich, 
Mr.  Vladislavlev,  Mr.  Tikhonov,  and  say  that 
I’ve  been  looking  forward  to  this  meeting. 

As  Jack  said,  I  was  a  businessman  once 
myself.  That  was  first  in  the  oil  drilling 
equipment  business  and  then  as  a  drilling 
contractor.  And  the  risks  were  high.  But  I 
enjoyed  that  phase  of  my  life.  As  entrepre¬ 
neurs  and  businessmen  and  risk-takers,  you 
really  do  hold  a  key  to  the  future  prosperity 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  You  possess  the  power 
to  create  a  better  life  for  yourselves  and 
your  countrymen.  There’s  an  old  Russian 
proverb:  The  one  who  leads  makes  a  bridge 
for  the  others.  Businessmen  such  as  your¬ 
selves  are  building  that  bridge  to  a  new  and 
prosperous  Soviet  Union. 

All  around  the  world  we  see  that  a  free 
society  rests  upon  the  twin  pillars  of  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  liberty,  for  only  when 
free  markets  and  free  people  work  together 
can  we  build  a  better  life  for  all  people.  You 
understand  that  opportunity  arises  when 
people  act  freely,  relying  on  their  own  tal¬ 
ents.  Call  it  what  you  want— ingenuity,  re¬ 
sourcefulness,  a  can-do  attitude — but  it  all 
comes  down  to  this:  People  must  be  free  to 
work,  save,  to  own  their  own  homes,  to  take 
risks,  to  invest  in  each  other;  in  essence,  to 
control  their  own  lives. 

No  conclave  of  government  experts,  no 
matter  how  brilliant,  can  match  the  sheer 
ingenuity  of  a  market  that  collects  and  dis¬ 
tributes  the  wisdom  of  millions  of  people, 
all  pursuing  their  destinies  in  different 
ways. 

Government  does  have  legitimate  respon¬ 
sibilities  such  as  enforcing  contracts  and 
protecting  private  property  rights,  provid¬ 
ing  the  boundaries  of  acceptable  business 


behavior.  Government  must  establish  rules 
of  fairplay,  what  we  call  a  level  playing  field 
that  builds  trust  and  stability.  Once  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  rule  of  law 
will  further  attract  foreign  know-how  and 
investment.  There  is  no  question  about  that. 

The  United  States  stands  ready  to  help. 
We’re  going  beyond  loans  and  subsidies. 
We’re  offering  our  best  expertise.  We  en¬ 
dorsed  last  year’s  Soviet  observership  in  the 
GATT  to  help  establish  normal  relations 
with  the  trading  nations  of  the  world.  And 
to  accelerate  market  reforms  and  your  inte¬ 
gration  into  the  global  economy,  at  the  re¬ 
cently  concluded  G~7  meeting  in  London, 
special  association  for  the  Soviet  Union  in 
the  IMF — International  Monetary  Fund — 
and  the  World  Bank  was  proposed. 

When  I  return  to  Washington  I  will  be 
submitting  the  United  States-Soviet  trade 
agreement  to  Congress  for  approval  which 
will  generate  trade  between  our  countries. 
We  will  also  seek  most-favored-nation  status 
for  the  Soviet  Union.  And  I’ll  ask  that  cer¬ 
tain  restrictions,  technically  known  as  the 
Stevenson  and  Byrd  amendments,  be  lifted 
so  that  American  businesses  can  better  com¬ 
pete  for  export  sales  here. 

We’re  also  negotiating  bilateral  tax  and 
investment  treaties,  and  I’d  like  to  see  them 
completed  by  year’s  end.  They  will  create  a 
better  investment  climate  between  us,  help 
expand  our  economic  partnership  as  much 
as  possible.  In  sum,  we  want  to  do  every¬ 
thing  to  ensure  that  our  economic  relation¬ 
ship  expands  as  quickly  as  your  reforms 
permit. 

Freedom  brings  the  opportunity  to  suc¬ 
ceed  and,  yes,  the  risk  of  failure.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  can  act  as  referee,  perhaps,  but  it 
cannot  guarantee  success.  Free  markets  are 
based  on  the  impulsive  energy  of  man’s 
imagination  and  creativity.  And  of  course, 
there  are  risks.  I  know  that  from  firsthand 
experience  years  ago.  But  there  are  also  re¬ 
wards  for  success.  Who  would  have  predict¬ 
ed  that  15  years  ago  a  group  of  college 
students,  university  students  in  the  United 
States,  working  in  a  garage,  would  redefine 
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the  computer  industry  in  America?  Or  that 
a  trash  collector,  a  garbage  collector  from 
Philadelphia  30  years  ago,  would  today  be 
the  head  of  a  $6  billion  waste  management 
firm  in  the  United  States? 

When  opportunity  is  at  work,  you  can  be 
a  mechanic  or  a  millionaire,  and  in  my 
country  some  mechanics  are  millionaires. 
Pursuing  one’s  destiny  means  building  a 
better  life.  Russian  values  and  traditions  are 
compatible  with  free  enterprise,  and  they 
should  be  preserved.  Look  at  the  members 
of  the  G-7:  Western  European  nations,  each 
an  industrialized  democracy,  each  with  its 
own  values  and  traditions.  The  culture  and 
climate  of  American  business  may  be  differ¬ 
ent  than  other  places,  but  the  power  of  the 
idea  is  universal.  It’s  been  applied  in  thou¬ 
sands  of  ways  by  millions  of  people  all  over 
the  world. 

Those  who  succeed  here  should  not  be 
insulted  and  labeled  as  speculators  and  ex¬ 
ploiters,  because  they’re  not.  They  are  the 
people  who  will  fill  the  shelves  in  your 
stores,  put  your  people  to  work.  We  under¬ 
stand  now  why  socialism’s  attempt  to  create 
the  new  Soviet  man  simply  didn’t  work,  be¬ 
cause  human  nature  cannot  be  destroyed 
and  created  anew.  We  seek  instead  to  build 
upon  the  strengths  of  human  nature,  to 
allow  men  and  women  to  control  their  own 
destinies  in  whatever  way  works  best  for 
them. 

This  notion  of  free  markets  and  free 
people — opportunity  for  all — this  joint  ven¬ 
ture  between  political  and  economic  liber¬ 
ty,  this  is  the  spirit  of  democratic  capitalism. 
Everywhere  we  hear  the  voices  of  men  and 
women  yearning  for  freedom,  for  the 
chance  to  control  their  own  destiny,  for  a 
stronger  link  between  effort  and  reward. 
Some  call  it  the  American  dream,  but  it’s 
more  than  that.  It’s  a  universal  dream.  And 
it’s  a  dream  that  the  Soviet  people  are  now 
striving  to  make  real  for  themselves. 

And  after  talks  here,  I  believe  the  leaders 
are  grasping  this  concept.  Each  of  you  can 
bring  that  dream  alive.  The  creation  of 
small  and  medium-sized  businesses  means 
meeting  payrolls,  hiring  good  men  and 
women,  producing  goods  and  services  that 
are  most  needed  by  consumers,  and  im¬ 
proving  technologies  and  methods  so  as  to 
stay  competitive. 


Free  market  principles  don’t  just  mean 
that  one  or  two  people  go  out  and  get  rich 
quick.  It  is  so  much  more  than  that.  As  our 
President  Woodrow  Wilson  said:  Every 
great  man  of  business  has  got  somewhere  a 
touch  of  the  idealist  in  him.  For  you  and 
your  employees,  it  means  the  dignity  and 
self-respect  that  come  with  the  job.  It 
means  making  a  difference  in  your  commu¬ 
nity.  And  as  more  and  more  businesses 
evolve,  business  opportunity  evolve,  it 
means  bringing  back  hope  to  the  people  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Your  task  will  be  difficult,  but  let  me  risk 
some  advice.  The  story  goes  that  a  young 
man  became  the  manager  of  a  company. 
And  his  predecessor  handed  him  three  en¬ 
velopes  and  said  that  if  he  was  ever  in  trou¬ 
ble  to  open  the  envelopes.  So,  one  day 
when  the  business  was  not  going  well,  the 
man  decided  it  was  time  to  open  up  enve¬ 
lope  number  one.  The  message  inside  said: 
Blame  your  predecessor.  So  he  did,  and 
things  improved  for  a  while.  But  then  they 
got  worse  again.  So  he  decided  to  open  up 
envelope  number  two.  It  read:  Blame  the 
accounting  department.  So  he  did  that.  But 
sales  continued  to  go  downhill.  And  finally, 
with  much  hesitation,  he  opened  envelope 
number  three.  And  it  said:  Prepare  three 
envelopes.  [Laughter] 

The  moral  of  that  story,  I  think,  is  that 
there  are  no  right  or  wrong  answers.  I 
wouldn’t  be  bold  enough  to  try  to  tell  you 
in  three  envelopes  how  to  transform  this 
economy  from  “command  and  control”  to 
“buy  and  sell.”  You  must  find  what  works 
best  for  each  of  you  and  for  your  customers. 
You  must  make  the  dreams  of  your  own 
people,  in  whatever  way  you  can,  come 
alive  for  them.  You  must  define  your  own 
brand  of  democratic  capitalism,  one  that  is 
consistent  with  Russian  cultures  and  values. 

Remember  the  words  of  Tolstoy:  The 
strongest  of  all  warriors  are  these  two,  time 
and  patience.  Bringing  free  markets  to  life 
will  of  course  take  time  and  patience.  But  it 
can  be  done,  because  everyone  in  this  room 
today  possesses  something  that  simply 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold.  You  possess  the 
power  of  an  idea.  And  I  salute  you  as  pio¬ 
neers  for  your  vision  and  for  your  drive. 

It’s  been  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  meet 
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ith  this  very  special  group  today.  And  I  of  the  U.S.S.R.;  Aleksander  P.  Vladislavlev , 
wish  you  well  in  the  tasks  that  lie  ahead.  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  League  of  Scien- 
May  God  bless  you.  And  thank  you  very  tific  and  Industrial  Associations  of  the 
much.  U.S.S.R. ;  and  Aleksander  A.  Tikhonov, 

president  of  the  Agricultural  Academy  of 
Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:46  a.m.  in  fhe  U.S.S.R.  He  also  referred  to  the  Steven- 
the  Composer's  Hall  of  the  Radisson  Hotel.  son  amendment  to  the  Export-Import  Bank 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Jack  F.  Mat-  an^  gyrci  amendment  to  the  1974 

lock,  US.  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet  Union,  Trade  Act.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
Pavel  G.  Bunich,  president  of  t  e  ssocta-  verification  of  the  content  of  these  remarks, 
tion  of  Leaseholders  and  Entrepreneurship  J  J  J 


Remarks  at  the  Signing  Ceremony  for  the  Strategic  Arms  Reduction 
Treaty  in  Moscow 
July  31,  1991 


President  Gorbachev.  Mr.  President, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  comrades.  In  a  few 
moments  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  I  will  put  our  signatures  under  the 
treaty  on  the  reduction  of  strategic  offen¬ 
sive  arms.  This  completes  many  years  of 
efforts  that  required  hard  work  and  pa¬ 
tience  on  the  part  of  government  leaders, 
diplomats,  and  military  officials.  They  re¬ 
quired  will,  courage,  and  the  rejection  of 
outdated  perceptions  of  each  other.  They 
required  trust. 

This  is  also  a  beginning,  the  beginning  of 
voluntary  reduction  of  the  nuclear  arsenals 
of  the  U.S.S.R.  and  the  United  States,  a 
process  with  unprecedented  scope  and  ob¬ 
jectives.  It  is  an  event  of  global  significance, 
for  we  are  imparting  to  the  dismantling  of 
the  infrastructure  of  fear  that  has  ruled  the 
world,  a  momentum  which  is  so  powerful 
that  it  will  be  hard  to  stop. 

In  both  countries  we  face  the  complex 
process  of  the  ratification  of  the  new  treaty. 
There  will  be  critics.  Here  in  Moscow  some 
will  point  to  our  unilateral  concessions, 
while  in  Washington  there  will  be  talk 
about  concessions  made  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  Some  will  say  the  new  treaty  does 
not  really  fulfill  the  promise  of  a  peace  divi¬ 
dend  since  considerable  resources  will  be 
required  to  destroy  the  missiles.  And  if  the 
missiles  are  not  destroyed,  critics  will  say 
they're  obsolete  and  must  be  replaced  with 
new  ones,  and  that  will  be  even  more  ex¬ 


pensive. 

Sharp  criticism  is  to  be  expected  also 
from  those  who  want  to  see  faster  and  more 
ambitious  steps  toward  abolishing  nuclear 
weapons.  In  other  words,  the  treaty  will 
have  to  be  defended.  Fm  sure  we  have 
achieved  the  best  that  is  now  possible  and 
that  is  required  to  continue  progress. 

Tremendous  work  has  been  done  and 
unique  experience  has  been  gained  of  coop¬ 
erating  in  this  enormously  complex  area.  It 
is  important  that  there  is  a  growing  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  absurdity  of  overarmament  now 
that  the  world  has  started  to  move  toward 
an  era  of  economic  interdependence,  and 
that  the  information  revolution  is  making 
the  indivisibility  of  the  world  ever  more 
evident. 

But  the  policymakers  have  to  bear  in 
mind  that  as  we  move  toward  that  era  we 
will  have  to  make  new,  immense  efforts  to 
remove  the  dangers  inherited  from  the  past 
and  newly  emerging  dangers,  to  overcome 
various  physical,  intellectual,  and  psycholog¬ 
ical  obstacles.  Normal  human  thinking  will 
have  to  replace  the  kind  of  militarized  po¬ 
litical  thinking  that  has  taken  root  in  the 
minds  of  men.  That  will  take  time.  A  new 
conceptual  foundation  of  security  will  be  a 
great  help.  Doctrines  of  war  fighting  must 
be  abandoned  in  favor  of  concepts  of  pre¬ 
venting  war.  Plans  calling  for  a  crushing 
defeat  of  the  perceived  enemy  must  be  re¬ 
placed  with  joint  projects  of  strategic  stabili- 
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ty  and  defense  sufficiency. 

The  document  before  us  marks  a  moral 
achievement  and  a  major  breakthrough  in 
our  country’s  thinking  and  behavior.  Our 
next  goal  is  to  make  full  use  of  this  break¬ 
through  to  make  disarmament  an  irreversi¬ 
ble  process.  So,  as  we  give  credit  to  what 
has  been  achieved,  let  us  express  our  appre¬ 
ciation  to  those  who  have  contributed  to 
this  treaty  their  talent  and  their  intellectual 
and  numerous  resources.  And  let  us  get 
down  to  work  again  for  the  sake  of  our  own 
and  global  security. 

Mr.  President,  we  can  congratulate  each 
other.  We  can  congratulate  the  Soviet  and 
American  people  and  the  world  community 
on  the  conclusion  of  this  agreement. 

Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  To  President  Gorbachev  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Soviet  Government,  and  all  the 
honored  guests  here,  may  I  salute  you. 

The  treaty  that  we  sign  today  is  a  most 
complicated  one,  the  most  complicated  of 
contracts  governing  the  most  serious  of  con¬ 
cerns.  Its  700  pages  stand  as  a  monument  to 
several  generations  of  U.S.  and  Soviet  nego¬ 
tiators,  to  their  tireless  efforts  to  carve  out 
common  ground  from  a  thicket  of  conten¬ 
tious  issues.  And  it  represents  a  major  step 
forward  for  our  mutual  security  and  the 
cause  of  world  peace. 

And  may  I,  too,  thank  everybody  who 
worked  on  this  treaty — the  military,  State 
Department,  arms  control  negotiators — 
really  on  both  sides.  And  I  would  like  to  say 
that  many  are  here  today.  Some,  like  my 
predecessor,  President  Reagan  is  not  here. 
But  I  think  all  of  us  recognize  that  there 
are  many  who  are  not  in  this  room  that 
deserve  an  awful  lot  of  credit  on  both  the 
Soviet  side  and  the  United  States  side. 

The  START  treaty  vindicates  an  approach 
to  arms  control  that  guided  us  for  almost  a 
decade:  the  belief  that  we  could  do  more 
than  merely  halt  the  growth  of  our  nuclear 
arsenals,  we  could  seek  more  than  limits  on 
the  number  of  arms.  In  our  talks  we  sought 
stabilizing  reductions  in  our  strategic  arse¬ 
nals. 

START  makes  that  a  reality.  In  a  historic 


first  for  arms  control,  we  will  actually 
reduce  U.S.  and  Soviet  strategic  nuclear  ar¬ 
senals.  But  reductions  alone  are  not  enough. 
So,  START  requires  even  deeper  cuts  of  the 
most  dangerous  and  destabilizing  weapons. 

The  agreement  itself  is  exceedingly  com¬ 
plex,  but  the  central  idea  at  the  heart  of 
this  treaty  can  be  put  simply:  Stabilizing 
reductions  in  our  strategic  nuclear  forces 
reduce  the  risk  of  war. 

But  these  promises  to  reduce  arms  levels 
cannot  automatically  guarantee  success.  Just 
as  important  are  the  treaty’s  monitoring 
mechanisms  so  we  know  that  the  commit¬ 
ments  made  are  being  translated  into  real 
security.  In  this  area,  START  builds  on  the 
experience  of  earlier  agreements  but  goes 
far  beyond  them  in  provisions  to  ensure 
that  we  can  verify  this  treaty  effectively. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  warming  relations 
between  our  nations,  this  treaty  stands  as 
both  cause  and  consequence.  Many  times 
during  the  START  talks,  reaching  agree¬ 
ment  seemed  all  but  impossible.  In  the  end, 
the  progress  that  we  made  in  the  past 
year’s  time,  progress  in  easing  tensions  and 
ending  the  cold  war,  changed  the  atmos¬ 
phere  at  the  negotiating  table  and  paved 
the  way  for  START’s  success.  Neither  side 
won  unilateral  advantage  over  the  other. 
Both  sides  committed  themselves  instead  to 
achieving  a  strong,  effective  treaty  and  se¬ 
curing  the  mutual  stability  that  a  good 
agreement  would  provide. 

Mr.  President,  by  reducing  arms,  we  re¬ 
verse  a  half-century  of  steadily  growing 
strategic  arsenals.  But  more  than  that,  we 
take  a  significant  step  forward  in  dispelling 
a  half-century  of  mistrust.  By  building  trust, 
we  pave  a  path  to  peace. 

We  sign  the  START  treaty  as  testament 
to  the  new  relationship  emerging  between 
our  two  countries,  in  the  promise  of  further 
progress  toward  lasting  peace. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  remarks  began  at  3:42  p.m .  in  St 
Vladimir’s  Hall  in  the  Kremlin.  President 
Gorbachev  spoke  in  Russian,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Completion  of  the 
Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Treaty 
July  31,  1991 


The  completion  of  START,  the  Strategic 
Arms  Reduction  Treaty,  marked  by  today’s 
signing  ceremony,  fulfills  the  challenge  un¬ 
dertaken  9  years  ago  by  Presidents  Reagan 
and  Brezhnev.  That  challenge  was  to  find  a 
way  not  only  to  limit  but  actually  to  reduce 
the  number  of  nuclear  weapons  deployed 
by  our  two  nations,  and  to  do  so  in  a  way 
that  improves  stability  and  reduces  the  risk 
of  war. 

During  the  nearly  50  years  since  the  first 
nuclear  weapon  was  developed,  the  world 
has  witnessed  the  creation  and  deployment 
of  ever  increasing  numbers  of  strategic  nu¬ 
clear  weapons.  Today  marks  the  beginning 
of  a  process  that  reverses  that  trend. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  arms 
control,  this  treaty  will  achieve  substantial 
reductions  in  the  strategic  nuclear  forces 
deployed  by  both  sides.  Even  more  impor¬ 
tant,  the  START  treaty  will  strengthen  stra¬ 
tegic  stability  in  three  key  ways. 

First,  it  concentrates  reductions  on  the 
most  threatening  and  destabilizing  systems. 
The  reductions  will  amount  to  40  to  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  number  of  strategic  missile 
warheads  deployed  today  and  fully  one-half 
of  all  Soviet  heavy  ICBM’s. 

Second,  START  encourages  each  side  to 
restructure  its  strategic  forces  in  ways  that 
make  them  less  threatening  and  more  sur- 
vivable.  The  treaty  will  ban  new  types  of 
heavy  ICBM’s  and  encourage  greater  reli¬ 
ance  on  heavy  bombers  and  on  SLBM’s  and 


ICBM’s  with  fewer  warheads  per  missile. 

Third,  START  includes  a  wide  variety  of 
unprecedented  and  demanding  verification 
measures  designed  to  help  ensure  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  treaty.  These  measures  also 
help  build  mutual  confidence  and  reduce 
uncertainty.  They  include  a  ban  on  the  en¬ 
cryption  of  data  transmitted  during  ballistic 
missile  flight  tests,  an  extensive  exchange  of 
information  on  the  size  and  composition  of 
each  side’s  strategic  forces,  12  different 
types  of  onsite  inspections,  and  specialized 
monitoring  of  mobile  ICBM  production. 

As  we  work  toward  lowering  the  risk  of 
nuclear  war  between  our  nations,  we  must 
ensure  that  our  strategic  forces  continue  to 
enhance  deterrence.  For  that  reason, 
START  allows  the  modernization  of  strate¬ 
gic  forces  within  very  well  defined  limits. 

We  have  taken  many  bold  steps  in  arms 
control  in  the  past  few  years.  The  INF 
treaty  has  eliminated  a  whole  class  of  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons.  The  CFE  treaty  will  establish  a 
conventional  balance  at  lower  levels  and 
erase  the  threat  of  a  short-warning  war  in 
Europe.  Now,  START  will  produce  stabiliz¬ 
ing  reductions  in  strategic  nuclear  weapons 
and  reduce  the  danger  of  nuclear  war. 

While  some  may  seek  to  judge  this  treaty 
in  terms  of  who  won  or  who  lost  on  this  or 
that  issue,  the  right  answer  is  that  both  our 
nations,  and  indeed  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  have  won  in  terms  of  greater  securi¬ 
ty  and  stability. 


White  House  Fact  Sheet  on  the  Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Treaty 
July  31,  1991 


Today,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  signed  the  Strategic  Arms  Reduction 
Treaty.  This  treaty  marks  the  first  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  two  countries  in  which 
the  number  of  deployed  strategic  nuclear 
weapons  will  actually  be  reduced.  Reduc¬ 
tions  will  take  place  over  a  period  of  7 


years,  and  will  result  in  parity  between  the 
strategic  nuclear  forces  of  the  two  sides  at 
levels  approximately  30  percent  below  cur¬ 
rently  deployed  forces.  Deeper  cuts  are  re¬ 
quired  in  the  most  dangerous  and  destabi¬ 
lizing  systems. 

START  provisions  are  designed  to 
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strengthen  strategic  stability  at  lower  levels 
and  to  encourage  the  restructuring  of  stra¬ 
tegic  forces  in  ways  that  make  them  more 
stable  and  less  threatening.  The  treaty  in¬ 
cludes  a  wide  variety  of  very  demanding 
verification  measures  designed  to  ensure 
compliance  and  build  confidence. 

Central  Limits 

The  treaty  sets  equal  ceilings  on  the 
number  of  strategic  nuclear  forces  that  can 
be  deployed  by  either  side.  In  addition,  the 
treaty  establishes  an  equal  ceiling  on  ballis¬ 
tic  missile  throw-weight  (a  measure  of  over¬ 
all  capability  for  ballistic  missiles).  Each  side 
is  limited  to  no  more  than: 

— 1,600  strategic  nuclear  delivery  vehi¬ 
cles  (deployed  intercontinental  ballistic 
missiles  [ICBM’s],  submarine  launched 
ballistic  missiles  [SLBM’s],  and  heavy 
bombers),  a  limit  that  is  36  percent 
below  the  Soviet  level  declared  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1990  and  29  percent  below  the 
U.S.  level. 

— 6,000  total  accountable  warheads,  about 
41  percent  below  the  current  Soviet 
level  and  43  percent  below  the  current 
U.S.  level. 

— 4,900  accountable  warheads  deployed 
on  ICBM’s  or  SLBM’s,  about  48  percent 
below  the  current  Soviet  level  and  40 
percent  below  the  current  U.S.  level. 

— 1,540  accountable  warheads  deployed 
on  154  heavy  ICBM’s,  a  50-percent  re¬ 
duction  in  current  Soviet  forces.  The 
U.S.  has  no  heavy  ICBM’s. 

— 1,100  accountable  warheads  deployed 
on  mobile  ICBM’s. 

— Aggregate  throw-weight  of  deployed 
ICBM’s  and  SLBM’s  equal  to  about  54 
percent  of  the  current  Soviet  aggregate 
throw-weight. 

Ballistic  Missile  Warhead  Accountability 

The  treaty  uses  detailed  counting  rules  to 
ensure  the  accurate  accounting  of  the 
number  of  warheads  attributed  to  each  type 
of  ballistic  missile. 

— Each  deployed  ballistic  missile  warhead 
counts  as  1  under  the  4,900  ceiling  and 
1  under  the  6,000  overall  warhead  ceil¬ 
ing. 

— Each  side  is  allowed  10  on-site  inspec¬ 
tions  each  year  to  verify  that  deployed 


ballistic  missiles  contain  no  more  war¬ 
heads  than  the  number  that  is  attrib¬ 
uted  to  them  under  the  treaty. 

Downloading  Ballistic  Missile  Warheads 

The  treaty  also  allows  for  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  warheads  on  certain  ballistic 
missiles,  which  will  help  the  sides  transition 
their  existing  forces  to  the  new  regime. 
Such  downloading  is  permitted  in  a  careful¬ 
ly  structured  and  limited  fashion. 

— The  U.S.  may  download  its  three-war¬ 
head  Minuteman  III  ICBM  by  either 
one  or  two  warheads.  The  Soviet  Union 
has  already  downloaded  it’s  seven  war¬ 
head  SS-N-18  SLBM  by  four  warheads. 

— In  addition,  each  side  may  download  up 
to  500  warheads  on  two  other  existing 
types  of  ballistic  missiles,  as  long  as  the 
total  number  of  warheads  removed 
from  downloaded  missiles  does  not 
exceed  1,250  at  any  one  time. 

New  Types 

The  treaty  places  constraints  on  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  new  types  of  ballistic  missiles 
to  ensure  the  accuracy  of  counting  rules 
and  prevent  undercounting  of  missile  war¬ 
heads. 

— The  number  of  warheads  attributed  to 
a  new  type  of  ballistic  missile  must  be 
no  less  than  the  number  determined  by 
dividing  40  percent  of  the  missile’s 
total  throw-weight  by  the  weight  of  the 
lightest  RV  tested  on  that  missile. 

— The  throw-weight  attributed  to  a  new 
type  must  be  no  less  than  the  missile’s 
throw-weight  capability  at  specified  ref¬ 
erence  ranges  (11,000  km  for  ICBM’s 
and  9,500  km  for  SLBM’s). 

Heavy  ICBM’s 

START  places  significant  restrictions  on 
the  Soviet  SS-18  heavy  ICBM. 

— A  50-percent  reduction  in  the  number 
of  Soviet  SS-18  ICBM’s;  a  total  reduc¬ 
tion  of  154  of  these  Soviet  missiles. 

— New  types  of  heavy  ICBM’s  are 
banned. 

— Downloading  of  heavy  ICBM’s  is 
banned. 

— Heavy  SLBM’s  and  heavy  mobile 
ICBM’s  are  banned. 

— Heavy  ICBM’s  will  be  reduced  on  a 


989 


July  31  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


more  stringent  schedule  than  other 
strategic  arms. 

Mobile  ICBM’s 

Because  mobile  missiles  are  more  difficult 
to  verify  than  other  types  of  ballistic  mis¬ 
siles,  START  incorporates  a  number  of  spe¬ 
cial  restrictions  and  notifications  with 
regard  to  these  missiles.  These  measures 
will  significantly  improve  our  confidence 
that  START  will  be  effectively  verifiable. 

— Nondeployed  mobile  missiles  and  non- 
deployed  mobile  launchers  are  numeri¬ 
cally  and  geographically  limited  so  as  to 
limit  the  possibility  for  reload  and 
refire. 

— The  verification  regime  includes  con¬ 
tinuous  monitoring  of  mobile  ICBM 
production,  restrictions  on  movements, 
on-site  inspections,  and  cooperative 
measures  to  improve  the  effectiveness 
of  national  technical  means  of  intelli¬ 
gence  collection. 

Heavy  Bombers 

Because  heavy  bombers  are  stabilizing 
strategic  systems  (e.g.,  they  are  less  capable 
of  a  short-warning  attack  than  ballistic  mis¬ 
siles),  START  counting  rules  for  weapons  on 
bombers  are  different  than  those  for  ballis¬ 
tic  missile  warheads. 

— Each  heavy  bomber  counts  as  one  stra¬ 
tegic  nuclear  delivery  vehicle. 

— Each  heavy  bomber  equipped  to  carry 
only  short-range  missiles  or  gravity 
bombs  is  counted  as  one  warhead 
under  the  6,000  limit. 

— Each  U.S.  heavy  bomber  equipped  to 
carry  long-range  nuclear  ALCM’s  (up  to 
a  maximum  of  150  bombers)  is  counted 
as  10  warheads  even  though  it  may  be 
equipped  to  carry  up  to  20  ALCM’s. 
— A  similar  discount  applies  to  Soviet 
heavy  bombers  equipped  to  carry  long- 
range  nuclear  ALCM’s.  Each  such 
Soviet  heavy  bomber  (up  to  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  180)  is  counted  as  8  warheads 
even  though  it  may  be  equipped  to 
carry  up  to  16  ALCM’s. 

— Any  heavy  bomber  equipped  for  long- 
range  nuclear  ALCM’s  deployed  in 
excess  of  150  for  the  U.S.  or  180  for  the 
Soviet  Union  will  be  accountable  by  the 
number  of  ALCM’s  the  heavy  bomber 


is  actually  equipped  to  carry. 

Verification  Regime 

Building  on  recent  arms  control  agree¬ 
ments,  START  includes  extensive  and  un¬ 
precedented  verification  provisions.  This 
comprehensive  verification  regime  greatly 
reduces  the  likelihood  that  violations  would 
go  undetected. 

— START  bans  the  encryption  and  encap¬ 
sulation  of  telemetric  information  and 
other  forms  of  information  denial  on 
flight  tests  of  ballistic  missiles.  Howev¬ 
er,  strictly  limited  exemptions  to  this 
ban  are  granted  sufficient  to  protect 
the  flight-testing  of  sensitive  research 
projects. 

— START  allows  12  different  types  of  on¬ 
site  inspections  and  requires  roughly  60 
different  types  of  notifications  covering 
production,  testing,  movement,  deploy¬ 
ment,  and  destruction  of  strategic  of¬ 
fensive  arms. 

Treaty  Duration 

START  will  have  a  duration  of  15  years, 
unless  it  is  superseded  by  a  subsequent 
agreement.  If  the  sides  agree,  the  treaty 
may  be  extended  for  successive  5-year  peri¬ 
ods  beyond  the  15  years. 

Noncircumvention  and  Third  Countries 

START  prohibits  the  transfer  of  strategic 
offensive  arms  to  third  countries,  except 
that  the  treaty  will  not  interfere  with  exist¬ 
ing  patterns  of  cooperation.  In  addition,  the 
treaty  prohibits  the  permanent  basing  of 
strategic  offensive  arms  outside  the  national 
territory  of  each  side. 

Air-Launched  Cruise  Missiles  (ALCM’s) 

START  does  not  directly  count  or  limit 
ALCM’s.  ALCM’s  are  limited  indirectly 
through  their  association  with  heavy  bomb¬ 
ers. 

— Only  nuclear-armed  ALCM’s  with  a 
range  in  excess  of  600  km  are  covered 
by  START. 

— Long-range,  conventionally  armed 

ALCM’s  that  are  distinguishable  from 
nuclear-armed  ALCM’s  are  not  affect¬ 
ed. 

— Long-range  nuclear-armed  ALCM’s 
may  not  be  located  at  air  bases  for 
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heavy  bombers  not  accountable  as 
being  equipped  for  such  ALCM’s. 

— Multiple  warhead  long-range  nuclear 
ALCM’s  are  banned. 

Sea  Launched  Cruise  Missiles  (SLCM’s) 

SLCMs  are  not  constrained  by  the  treaty. 
However,  each  side  has  made  a  politically 
binding  declaration  as  to  its  plans  for  the 
deployment  of  nuclear-armed  SLCM’s.  Con¬ 
ventionally-armed  SLCM’s  are  not  subject 
to  such  a  declaration. 

— Each  side  will  make  an  annual  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  maximum  number  of  nucle¬ 
ar-armed  SLCM’s  with  a  range  greater 
than  600  km  that  it  plans  to  deploy  for 
each  of  the  following  5  years. 

— This  number  will  not  be  greater  than 
880  long-range  nuclear-armed  SLCM’s. 

— In  addition,  as  a  confidence  building 
measure,  nuclear-armed  SLCM’s  with  a 
range  of  300-600  km  will  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  confidential  annual  data  ex¬ 
change. 

Backfire  Bomber 

The  Soviet  Backfire  bomber  is  not  con¬ 
strained  by  the  treaty.  However,  the  Soviet 
side  has  made  a  politically  binding  declara¬ 
tion  that  it  will  not  deploy  more  than  800 
air  force  and  200  naval  Backfire  bombers, 
and  that  these  bombers  will  not  be  given 
intercontinental  capability. 

Other  Background 

The  START  agreement  consists  of  the 
treaty  document  itself  and  a  number  of  as¬ 
sociated  documents.  Together  they  total 
more  than  700  pages.  The  treaty  was  signed 
in  a  public  ceremony  by  Presidents  Bush 
and  Gorbachev  in  St.  Vladimir’s  Hall  in  the 


Kremlin.  The  associated  documents  were 
signed  in  a  private  ceremony  at  Novo  Ogar- 
yevo,  President  Gorbachev’s  weekend 
dacha.  Seven  of  these  documents  were 
signed  by  Presidents  Bush  and  Gorbachev. 
Three  associated  agreements  were  signed 
by  Secretary  Baker  and  Foreign  Minister 
Bessmertnykh.  In  addition,  the  START  ne¬ 
gotiators,  Ambassadors  Brooks  and  Nazar- 
kin,  exchanged  seven  letters  related  to 
START  in  a  separate  event  at  the  Soviet 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Moscow. 

Magnitude  of  STAR  T-A ccoun ta ble 
Reductions 

Following  is  the  aggregate  data  from  the 
Memorandum  of  Understanding,  based 
upon  agreed  counting  rules  in  START.  (Be¬ 
cause  of  those  counting  rules,  the  number 
of  heavy  bomber  weapons  actually  de¬ 
ployed  may  be  higher  than  the  number 
shown  in  the  aggregate.)  This  data  is  effec¬ 
tive  as  of  September  1990  and  will  be  up¬ 
dated  at  entry  into  force: 

United  Soviet 

States  Union 


Delivery  Vehicles . 

.  2,246 

2,500 

Warheads . 

.  10,563 

10,271 

Ballistic  Missile  Warheads . 

.  8,210 

9,416 

Heavy  ICBM’s /  Warheads . 

None 

308/3080 

Throw-weight  (metric  tons) .. 

.  2,361.3 

6,626.3 

As  a  result  of  the  treaty,  the  above  values  will  be 
reduced  by  the  following  percentages: 

Delivery  Vehicles . 

29% 

36% 

Warheads . 

43% 

41% 

Ballistic  Missile  Warheads . 

40% 

48% 

Heavy  ICBM’s /Warheads . 

None 

50% 

Throw-weight  (metric  tons) .. 

None 

46% 

The  President’s  News  Conference  With  President  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  Moscow 


July  31,  1991 

President  Gorbachev .  Good  evening, 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  basic  part  of  the 
visit,  the  official  visit  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  Soviet 


Union,  is  behind  us.  And  there  are  many 
things  that  are  important  which  are  still 
ahead  within  the  framework  of  this  big  po¬ 
litical  international  event. 
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These  days  were  full  of  very  substantial 
dialog  over  a  wide  spectrum  of  issues.  And  I 
must  say  that  it’s  kind  of  difficult  for 
me - 

[At  this  point,  President  Bush’s  earphones 
for  translation  failed.] 

I  guess  IT1  have  to  repeat  from  the  very 
beginning  what  I  said  in  that  case.  [Laugh- 
ter] 

Q.  Number  two,  Mr.  President.  [. Laugh¬ 
ter ] 

President  Gorbachev.  Now — do  you  hear 
me  now?  We  can  make  it  louder  if  you 
wish.  How  about  now?  Can  you  hear  it 
now?  You’ll  tolerate  it?  It’s  tolerable? 

I  already  said,  addressing  the  internation¬ 
al  press,  that  we  see  the  official  visit  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Soviet 
Union  as  a  big  event  in  our  relations,  really 
a  global  event.  And  I  want  to  say  that  these 
days  we  have  done  a  great  deal  of  work 
which  I  think  will  create  difficulties  for  me 
and  the  President  in  order  to  present  it  in 
condensed  form.  And  nevertheless,  this  visit 
to  some  extent  sums  up  the  last  stage  of  our 
cooperation  at  a  very  fundamental,  dramat¬ 
ic  time  of  development,  of  events  in  the 
world,  when  both  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Soviet 
Union  were  placed  in  very  difficult  circum¬ 
stances,  unusual  ones,  which  demanded 
from  them  a  great  feeling  of  responsibility 
in  taking  very  important  decisions  which 
have  had  consequences  and  will  have  con¬ 
sequences  in  the  further  development  of 
our  cooperation  and  events  in  the  world. 

And  so,  with  the  President,  he  and  I  did 
not  lose  time.  And  immediately  at  our  first 
meeting,  we  summarized  the  overall  situa¬ 
tion  in  a  fast-changing  world  and  tried  from 
these  positions  to  look  upon  our  coopera¬ 
tion,  evaluate  our  joint  efforts,  and  trying  to 
map  out  some  contours,  directions  of  devel¬ 
opment  of  this  cooperation  which  would 
correspond  to  these  changing  conditions 
within  which  we  have  to  act. 

The  President  showed  great  interest  in 
the  events  taking  place  in  our  country,  our 
domestic  processes.  I  tried  to  satisfy  his  in¬ 
terest  and  did  this  on  my  part  with  a  great 
deal  of  satisfaction,  since  in  his  interest  I 
felt  a  desire  to  understand  even  more  what 
is  going  on  in  our  country.  And  moreover,  I 


felt  also  a  feeling  of  solidarity  in  this. 

We  had  an  interesting,  substantive  discus¬ 
sion,  and  perhaps  for  the  first  time  it  cov¬ 
ered  the  following  in  our  bilateral  coopera¬ 
tion.  For  the  first  time  over  the  past  period, 
we  probably  accented  rather  strongly  what 
our  economic  relationship  should  be  like, 
how  we  have  to  work  together  in  this  im¬ 
portance  here  so  that  relationships  in  this 
area  would  be  appropriate  to  the  interna¬ 
tional  dialog  which  we  have  reached  in 
other  areas. 

And  here  we  have  noted  on  the  basis  of 
mutual  understanding — if  not,  President 
Bush  will  say  so — that  there  must  be  move¬ 
ments  in  accommodation  as  well.  Obviously, 
one  can  do  a  lot  in  the  area  of  reform  so 
that  we  can  include  ourselves  in  interna¬ 
tional  economic  ties,  to  play  by  the  rules  of 
the  game.  I  like  this  expression.  I  haven’t 
invented  any  other  one  for  the  time  being. 
That’s  why  I  use  the  term  I’m  familiar  with. 
We  have  to  do  a  great  deal,  and  we  have 
made  our  choice  to  continue  reforms, 
democratic  changes,  and  especially  now  to 
move  decisively  forward  towards  a  market 
relationship,  a  relationship  of  property,  and 
so  on. 

It’s  clear  that  our  success  in  these  internal 
affairs  is  tied  to  a  great  extent  to  the  proc¬ 
ess  of  reform  in  the  federation.  And  I  hope 
that  I  have  satisfied  the  interest  of  the 
President  about  the  state  of  this  as  of  today. 
We  both  understand  that  this  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  success  of  our  work,  and  thus, 
we  must  change.  We  must  understand  and 
will  understand  here  in  the  Soviet  Union 
that  the  basic  responsibility  for  the  fate  of 
this  country  for  reforms,  for  the  making  of 
decisions  which  are  very  important,  is  our 
prerogative,  our  responsibility. 

And  obviously,  we  are  very  interested  in 
the  more  fruitful  cooperation  with  the 
countries  of  the  West.  And  in  the  light  of 
continuing  the  discussion  which  we  had  in 
London  within  the  framework  of  my  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  G-7,  we  spoke  also  about  this 
subject  as  well.  And  I  tried  to  develop  a 
thesis,  which  I  expressed  in  London,  that 
we  hope  to  see  accommodating  movement 
of  the  Western  countries  because  they,  too, 
in  their  approaches  in  the  sphere  of  eco¬ 
nomic  cooperation,  must  accommodate  us. 
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We  are  talking  about  removing  barriers 
which  are  connected  with  decisions  taken 
during  the  cold  war,  during  the  arms  race. 
This  is  a  different  time;  different  winds  are 
blowing.  And  we  must  reevaluate  all  these 
decisions.  I  don’t  think  they  need  to  be  pre¬ 
served  when  our  relationship  is  different 
now,  and  we  want  them  not  only  to  be 
preserved  but  to  be  more  dynamic,  to  be 
based  more  firmly  on  trust. 

Obviously,  the  question  arose  about  the 
participation  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  interna¬ 
tional  economic  organizations.  And  I  must 
say,  for  the  first  time  we  talked  substantially 
about  specific  spheres  of  cooperation  in  im¬ 
plementing  certain  projects  on  the  basis  of 
bilateral  cooperation.  To  speak  about  this 
briefly,  we  spoke  about  cooperating  in  the 
field  of  energy,  especially  in  the  area  of 
conversion.  We  have  great  possibilities 
here,  and  specifically  in  the  sphere  in  which 
we  are  very  interested,  that  is,  the  agricul¬ 
tural  sphere,  especially  food  distribution. 

In  this  regard,  I  transmitted  certain  mate¬ 
rials  to  the  President  as  in  a  memoir — the 
same  was  done  by  the  Foreign  Minister 
Bessmertnykh — gave  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Baker,  in  a  memoir  about  those 
projects  in  which  we  could  cooperate  fruit¬ 
fully.  This  is  a  very  interesting  and  substan¬ 
tive  project.  We  would  want  to  act  in  such 
a  way  that  in  implementing  these 
projects — all  of  them — to  give  a  possibility 
to  each  other  to  earn  money.  In  other 
words,  the  process — [ inaudible ) — goes  for¬ 
ward,  unless  there’s  benefit  from  it. 

But  there  are  spheres  of  cooperation 
where  movement  forward  will  not  give  us  a 
chance  because  of  additional  production  to 
make  these  calculations,  like  in  the  area  of 
food  production,  for  example.  In  the  food 
area,  here  there  could  be  interesting  ac¬ 
complishments,  an  interesting  project,  but 
what  we  get  as  the  result,  we  need.  We 
have  problems  in  the  food  area,  very  acute 
ones.  But  we  can’t  offer  this  to  the  United 
States.  They  have  no  interest  now  in  buying 
food  from  us.  So,  we  must  implement  other 
projects  where  we  could  earn  hard  curren¬ 
cy  and  use  this.  And  I’ve  named  such 
spheres,  many  such  spheres. 

We  talked  in  general  about  continuing 
such  works.  Soon  we  will  have  competent 
groups  of  specialists,  headed  by  important 


representatives  of  business  circles,  to  realize 
these  projects.  And  thus,  I  expanded  this 
part,  and  the  other  parts  will  be  shorter. 
For  the  first  time,  we  discussed  very  sub¬ 
stantially  the  sphere  of  bilateral  relations, 
and  not  only  with  regard  to  disarmament, 
political  dialog,  and  a  resolution  of  world 
problems  but — [ inaudible ] — had  such  a 
businesslike  discussion.  And  I  greet  this,  I 
welcome  it,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  have 
positive  consequences. 

Then  the  President  and  I  thought  about 
the  following:  And  what  do  we  do  next? 
We’ve  signed  the  treaty  and  what’s  next? 
We’ve  congratulated  each  other  and  our 
peoples  and  the  world  with  the  fact  that 
such  great  progress  has  been  accomplished 
as  a  result  of  almost  a  decade  of  work.  And 
what’s  next? 

And  we  did  not  want  simply  to  be  prag¬ 
matists  here.  We  wanted  to  look  at  the 
problem  of  security,  stability  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  present-day  realities.  Or 
should  we  simply  continue  the  negotiations 
which  already  taking  place?  And  there  are 
many  problems  which  still  need  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed.  Or  should  we  also  look  at  the  world 
from  a  somewhat  different  position  from 
today’s  heights  with  the  new  reality  which 
exists? 

And  I  think  this  was  the  main  item  of  our 
exchange  because  without  understanding 
each  other  in  this,  it’s  hard  to  find  the  keys 
to  resolution  of  specific  issues.  We  agreed  to 
continue  discussion  on  this  issue  and  even 
set  up  the  mechanisms  which  must  be  im¬ 
plemented  in  order  to  do  this. 

Nevertheless,  we  also  examined  very 
many  specific  issues  of  disarmament  with¬ 
out  our — we  did  not  leave  unattended  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  Middle  East.  And  I  must  say, 
and  if  the  President  considers  it  appropri¬ 
ate,  he  could  name  certain  things.  And  if 
you  have  questions,  we  could  discuss  this. 
We  have  worked  out  a  joint  document  on 
this.  I  have  in  mind  our  common  position 
with  regard  to  the  Middle  East.  I  think  that 
this  is  a  very  important  result  of  our  joint 
work,  and  I  think  that  the  fact  that  this 
position  will  be  publicly  announced  will 
have  serious  influence  on  this  process.  And 
we  consider  that  it  is  in  a  decisive  stage  and 
we  should  not — and  here  I  want  to  use 
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what  our  ministers  use — to  have  a  window 
of  opportunity  in  order  to  really  achieve 
progress  in  this  very  sensitive  area  of  inter¬ 
national  politics. 

The  President  and  I  talked  about  the  situ¬ 
ation  in  Europe  in  the  context  of  imple¬ 
menting  the  agreement,  the  Helsinki  agree¬ 
ment,  the  Paris  Charter,  and  especially  with 
regard  to  the  processes  taking  place  in  that 
region,  and  specifically  noted  the  situation 
in  Yugoslavia,  and  expressed  our  position, 
our  understanding,  our  approach  to  the  res¬ 
olution  of  this  issue,  a  very  serious  one 
which  worries  many  of  us.  Also  in  a  joint 
statement  we  expressed  this. 

I  must  say  that  we  also  moved  forward 
and  discussed  other  things.  We  tried  to  also 
look  at  many  global  processes  and  in  this 
regard  did  not  pass  by  many  issues  of  inter¬ 
national  politics,  compared  our  points  of 
view.  In  some  issues  we  reserved  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  come  back  to  this.  We  put  off 
discussing  this.  In  some  cases,  we  required 
consultations  on  the  U.S.  side.  In  other 
cases,  we  needed  time  to  study  the  issue. 
But  that  means  that  the  process  will  contin¬ 
ue.  And  in  this  case  as  well,  we  noted  the 
necessity  of  cooperation  and  interaction  in 
resolving  those  many  international  issues 
which  exist  and  which  must  be  resolved. 

The  atmosphere  is  a  very  warm  one,  sin¬ 
cere,  frank,  open.  And  today  we  sense  the 
representatives  of  the  press;  yesterday  said 
that  the  press  did  not  interfere  with  us 
somewhere  out  in  a  village  to  talk  one-on- 
one  and  in  an  uninhibited  manner.  We  did 
all  of  this.  This  is  also  important.  It’s  very 
good. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  delegation — I 
asked  the  question:  How  do  you  feel? — a 
very  important  person.  And  the  answer 
was:  Like  at  home.  And  that’s  the  kind  of 
atmosphere  which  we  worked  in. 

I  am  satisfied  with  the  fact  that  political 
dialog  is  developing  in  this  way  once  in  this 
hall.  And  there  are  many  witnesses  here;  I 
want  to  repeat  this — I  talked  about  this  to 
the  President,  he  knows  this  as  well— that  I 
am  convinced  that  without  what  we  have 
today  in  our  relationship,  such  a  character 
of  Soviet-American  relations,  we  could 
hardly  count  on  everything  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  past  year.  And  we  could 
hardly  have  interacted  in  such  a  way  when 


the  world  placed  before  us  very  serious 
problems. 

If  this  had  been  in  another  time,  if  we 
had  faced  such  problems  in  another  time,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  what  would  have 
happened.  But  today  we  even  understand 
better  the  value  of  our  cooperation,  the  fact 
that  this  is  necessary.  So,  perhaps  this  is  not 
a  question  of  a  platonic  love  but  a  deep 
understanding  of  the  fact  that,  as  countries 
and  states,  we  need  each  other  today  and 
tomorrow.  And  I  feel  and  I  know  that  our 
peoples  welcome  this  direction  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  relations  between  our  coun¬ 
tries. 

And  from  this  point  of  view,  the  visit 
moves  ahead,  far  ahead,  our  cooperation. 
And  thus,  I  want  to  ask  the  pardon  of  the 
President  and  the  press.  I  am  the  host,  and 
I  maybe  misused  it,  but  perhaps  I  could 
listen  to  your  comments  as  well  that  I’m 
speaking  so  much. 

I  understood  that  you  almost  agree  with 
everything  I  have  said.  [Laughter] 

President  Bush.  What  I  heard  I  liked. 
[Laughter] 

Once  again,  this  might  be  an  appropriate 
time  for  Barbara  and  me  to  thank  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Gorbachev  for  this  fantastic 
hospitality.  And  yes,  I  couldn’t  agree  more 
about  the  productive  nature  of  the  talks, 
the  enhancement  of  mutual  understanding. 
This  is  not  diplomatic  language,  in  my  view. 
This  is  fact. 

You  know  my  views  on  the  START  agree¬ 
ment.  Indeed,  it’s  the  culmination  of  a  long 
and  historic  negotiation.  And  I  happen  to 
believe  that  the  winners  on  this  are  the 
young  people,  not  just  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
not  just  in  the  United  States,  but  all  around 
the  world.  And  we  are  taking  major  steps  in 
transforming  our  economic  relations.  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  touched  on  some  of  this. 

But  we’re  going  to  send  up  the  trade 
agreement  to  the  U.S.  Congress.  We’re 
going  to  grant  most-favored-nation  status 
now  that  the  technicalities  have  been 
worked  out.  We  have  fulfilled  thus  our 
Malta  goal,  Mr.  President,  of  normalizing 
our  economic  relationship.  We  agreed  here 
to  tackle  the  next  challenge — President 
Gorbachev  talked  about  that — furthering 
economic  reform  in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  seek- 
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ing  to  integrate  the  Soviet  economy  into 
the  international  system.  Were  going  for¬ 
ward  with  space  cooperation,  cooperation 
in  the  environment.  And  we  have  several 
joint  projects  in  mind  there. 

Building  on  our  historic  cooperation 
during  the  Gulf  crisis,  the  President  and  I 
discussed  our  partnership  in  resolving  long¬ 
standing  regional  problems.  As  you  men¬ 
tioned,  we’re  putting  out  statements  on 
Yugoslavia  and  Central  America.  And 
indeed,  I  want  to  comment  now  just  briefly 
on  the  Middle  East  before  taking  your  ques¬ 
tions. 

We  did  reaffirm  our  mutual  commitment 
to  promote  peace  and  genuine  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  the  Arab  States,  Israel,  and 
the  Palestinians.  And  we  believe  there  is  an 
historic  opportunity  right  now  to  launch  a 
process  that  can  lead  to  a  just  and  enduring 
peace  and  to  a  comprehensive  settlement 
in  the  Middle  East.  We  share  the  strong 
conviction  that  this  historic  opportunity 
must  not  be  lost.  And  while  recognizing 
that  peace  cannot  be  imposed,  it  can  only 
result  from  direct  negotiations  between  the 
parties,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  pledge  to  do  their  utmost  to  promote 
and  sustain  the  peacemaking  process. 

And  to  that  end,  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union,  acting  as  cosponsors,  are 
going  to  work  to  convene  an  October  peace 
conference  designed  to  launch  bilateral  and 
multilateral  negotiations.  Invitations  to  the 
conference  will  be  issued  at  least  10  days 
prior  to  the  date  the  conference  is  to  con¬ 
vene.  And  in  the  interim,  Secretary  Baker 
and  Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh  will 
continue  to  work  with  the  parties  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  this  conference.  And  I  am  today 
asking  Secretary  of  State  Jim  Baker  to 
return  to  the  Middle  East  to  obtain  Israel’s 
answer  to  our  proposal  for  peace. 

And  again,  my  thanks  to  you,  and  I’d  be 
prepared  to  take  questions  along  with  you, 
sir. 

Yugoslavia 

Q.  One  question  to  Comrade  Gorbachev. 
You  said  that  you  talked  with  Mr.  Bush 
about  Yugoslavia.  What  is  the  essence  of 
that  conversation  about  Yugoslavia? 

And,  Mr.  Bush,  when  you  received  me 
several  years  ago  in  the  White  House  in 


your  capacity  at  that  time  as  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  you  said  to 
me  that  the  relations  between  our  two 
countries — there’s  a  special  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Yugoslavia  and  the  United  States.  Is 
that  definition  still  valid?  And  whether  the 
United  States  are  still  supporting  Yugoslav¬ 
ian  territorial  integrity?  Thank  you. 

President  Gorbachev.  You  asked  about 
the  essence  of  the  conversation.  I  will  then 
make  use  of  the  fact  that  I  will  relate  the 
content  of  the  U.S.-Soviet  statement  on 
Yugoslavia.  This  is  the  result  of  our  conver¬ 
sation  on  this  subject: 

We,  both  countries,  with  a  deep  concern, 
have  noted  the  dramatic  development  of 
events  in  Yugoslavia.  And  we  have  been 
against  the  use  of  force  and  call  upon  all 
sides  to  abide  by  the  agreements  on  the 
cease-fire. 

We,  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  U.S.,  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  premise  that  the  resolution 
of  issues  must  be  found  by  the  peoples  of 
Yugoslavia  themselves  on  the  basis  of  demo¬ 
cratic  principles  through  peaceful  negotia¬ 
tions  and  constructive  approach. 

We  emphasized  the  necessity  of  having 
all  sides  respect  the  basic  principles  indicat¬ 
ed  in  the  Helsinki  Act  and  the  Paris  Char¬ 
ter. 

The  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  support  the  ef¬ 
forts  undertaken  by  the  CSCE  countries, 
specifically  the  European  Community  steps 
to  resolve  the  problem. 

This  is  the  essence  of  the  statement. 

President  Bush.  I  would  only  add,  sir,  that 
inasmuch  as  that  was  a  joint  statement,  that 
expresses  our  continued  position  as  well. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  I  ask  you,  the  fact 
that  you’re  going  ahead  with  this  peace 
conference,  does  that  mean  that  you  have 
Israel’s  acceptance  of  the  outlines  of  your 
conditions  for  a  peace  conference,  or  is 
there  still  a  hangup,  or  have  you  got  a  com¬ 
mitment  from  Mr.  Shamir? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  would  wait  and 
let  Secretary  Baker  answer  that  question 
after  this  next  meeting.  And  if  I  had  to 
express  a  degree  of  optimism  or  pessimism, 
I’d  say  I’m  a  little  more  optimistic  today. 
But  the  visit  of  Jim  Baker  now  is  for  what 
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we  said  here,  to  obtain  Israel’s  answer  to 
our  proposal  for  peace.  And  if  I  had  the 
answer  in  my  pocket — or  he  did — I’d  expect 
that  we  would  say  so. 

Soviet-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  I  have  a  question  to  both  Presidents: 
You  discussed  many  questions  of  interna¬ 
tional  issues,  bilateral  issues.  You  signed  a 
unique  agreement  today.  What  did  you 
leave  for  the  next  meeting?  And  can  we  say 
when  you’re  planning  to  have  it? 

President  Gorbachev.  I  think  that  what 
we  discussed  today  and  what  we  have  set  in 
motion,  both  with  regard  to  a  political 
dialog  and  a  continuation  of  the  disarma¬ 
ment  process  and  new  subjects  in  the  area 
of  economic  cooperation  and  trade,  interac¬ 
tion  in  the  resolution  of  important  issues 
including  regional  conflicts  which  unfortu¬ 
nately  still  take  place,  and  especially  since 
we  have  begun  a  significant  discussion 
about  the  concept  of  future  strategic  stabili¬ 
ty,  that  means  that  we  have  many  issues  to 
discuss  and  many  meetings  ahead.  So,  I 
think  that  our  contacts  will  continue. 

But  I  would  express  myself  in  favor  of  the 
following:  Perhaps  not  always  can  we  go — 
and  this  makes  the  positions  of  Presidents 
very  specific— but  it’s  harder  for  them  than 


from  time  to  time  between  the  Soviet  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
President  Gorbachev  talked  about  arms 
control  and  regional  problems  and  other 
problems,  but  as  this  dynamic  autonomy 
begins  to  move,  a  chance  for  a  dynamic 
economy  here,  there’s  going  to  be  much 
more  to  ^  talk  about  on  the  economic  side 
than  we  ve  ever  had  before:  cooperation 
partnerships,  joint  ventures.  The  whole  ap¬ 
proach  to  economics  that  he  has  endorsed 
that  is  going  to  benefit,  I  believe,  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  I  think  there’s  enormous  poten¬ 
tial  for  the  United  States. 

So,  it  is  my  view  that  we’ve  got  plenty  to 
talk  about.  And  I,  for  one,  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  to,  as  I’ve  stated  before,  to  have  a 
meeting  where  there’s  not  a  crisis  out  there 
to  be  managed.  Rather,  we  can  be  sure  that 
we’re  not  two  ships  passing  in  the  night— 
the  analogy  I  used,  I  believe,  in  Malta,  ap¬ 
propriately.  [Laughter]  And  I  look  forward 
to  future  meetings  because  you  get  a  lot 
done  where  you  can’t  put  out— sign  a  3- 
point  program  or  a  20-point  protocol.  But  a 
lot  is  done  just  by  the  kinds  of  conversations 
we’ve  had  today. 

Lithuania 


for  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  trave] 
and  discuss  issues  of  foreign  affairs.  But  nev¬ 
ertheless,  the  President  and  I  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  method  of  conversation.  We  ex¬ 
change  opinions  by  telephone.  As  soon  as 
we  have  a  need,  concerns,  or  simply  to  ex¬ 
change  opinions  about  something  impor¬ 
tant,  we  do  this  by  telephone,  and  this  takes 
place  on  a  regular  basis. 

And  secondly,  we  regularly  exchange  let¬ 
ters.  And  this  exchange  of  opinions  has  not 
ceased  even  in  recent  days  when  we  have 
already  reached  agreement  with  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  we  were  expecting  him  here.  So,  we 
have  many  channels  in  order  to  support  this 
very  high  level  of  cooperation  which  we 
have.  And  I  think  a  great  role  will  be  given 
to  our  departments— the  Ministries  of  For¬ 
eign  Affairs,  but  other  departments  as  well 
because  we  have  new  areas  of  cooperation. 

<-u!eSldent,  Bush'  1  would  only  add  to  that 
that  though  no  date  is  set,  it  is  my  view- 

and  I  haven’t  always  held  this  view— that  a 
meeting  without  an  agenda  is  a  good  idea 


Q.  President  Gorbachev,  there  was  an 
ugly  border  incident  in  Lithuania  last  night 
in  which  a  number  of  Lithuanian  border 
guards  were  killed.  I  wonder  if  we  could 
have  your  reaction  and  any  explanation  you 
might  have  of  it? 

Also,  President  Bush,  any  reaction  from 
you,  in  light  particularly  of  your  call  yester- 
day  afternoon  for  freedom  for  the  Baltic 
States? 

Presiden  t  Gothuchcv.  You  know,  we  re¬ 
ceived  this  information  when  we  were  talk¬ 
ing  outside  the  city.  The  first  information 
was  such  that  the  incident  was  on  the 
border  between  Lithuania  and  Byelorussia 
and  when  one  of  the  citizens  of  Byelorussia 
went  in  the  direction  of  Lithuania  and  at 
the  customs  point  where  he  was  approach¬ 
ing,  he  saw  two  wounded  people  and  four 
that  died.  He  quickly  related  this  informa¬ 
tion,  and  now  the  state  security  agency  of 
Lithuania  and  Byelorussia — the  chairman  of 
the  state  committee  on  security  offered  also 
to  help  in  the  cooperation.  So,  now  we  are 
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investigating  this. 

I  must  say  that,  in  addition  to  regret,  we 
must  simply  sympathize  with  the  families  of 
the  people  that  died.  And  I  myself  must  say 
that  we  are  doing  everything  in  order  not 
only  to  take  actions  but  also  to  avoid  such 
excesses,  such  conflicts  on  the  basis  of  reso¬ 
lution  of  basic  issues.  And  we  have  taken 
such  basic  mutual  decisions  with  regard  to 
issues — concerning  Armenia  and  Azerbaijan 
there’s  a  dialog.  And  the  faster  and  more 
productive  the  dialog  is,  the  more  efforts 
there  are  to  break  it  down.  Not  everyone 
likes  this  process  that  is  developed  in  such  a 
direction.  And  it’s  hard  for  us  to  say  what 
happened.  We  heard  versions,  the  President 
and  I,  but  these  are  versions.  This  is  not 
important  at  any  rate.  I  will  be  monitoring 
this,  and  we  will  tell  you  what  it  was  that 
happened  in  reality. 

Q.  I  just  wanted  to  get  your  reaction,  sir, 
to  the  incident  in  light  of  your  call  yester¬ 
day  afternoon  for  freedom  for  the  Baltic 
States. 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  don’t  think  there’s 
a  connection,  but  I  do  regret  the  violence.  I 
listened  to  what  President  Gorbachev  said 
about  the  discussion.  We  clearly  favor  nego¬ 
tiation — he  knows  that — that  would  lead  to 
a  reduction  of  cross-border  violence  from 
both  sides.  And  obviously,  I’d  like  to  join  in 
expressing  my  regrets  to  those  families 
whose  loved  ones  are  lost. 

But  the  President  immediately  got  on  this 
and  said  they’re  conducting  an  investiga¬ 
tion.  I  think  there’s  hope  that  the  investiga¬ 
tion  will  be  cooperative  between  the  Lith¬ 
uanian  side  and  Byelorussia’s  side.  And  so, 
we  can’t  prejudge  the  incident,  but  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  express  my  views  to 
President  Gorbachev  on  the  whole  question 
of  the  Baltic  States.  I  don’t  think  it’s  fair  to 
link  a  border  incident,  before  you  know 
what  happened,  to  that  question,  however. 

Soviet  Economic  Integration 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  far  did  you  go 
after  London  in  moving  ahead  in  the  inte¬ 
gration  of  the  U.S.S.R.  into  the  international 
economy?  Was  there  progress  reached  in 
this  area?  To  both  Presidents. 

President  Gorbachev.  Perhaps  you  can 
begin. 

President  Bush.  Well,  let  me  say  that’s  a 


serious  objective  to  start  with.  Secondly,  I 
believe  that  active  participation  in  these 
international  financial  institutions  and  the 
status  that  was  deemed  best  by  the  G-7  is 
the  most  important  thing  that  the  Soviets 
can  do  right  now.  I  have  freed  up,  as  you 
heard  today,  certain  trade  benefits  or  nor¬ 
malizing  of  trade  procedures  that,  in  my 
view,  will  help.  And  we’ve  done  that  since 
the  meeting  in  London. 

But  the  answer  is,  full  participation,  full 
benefit  of  these  international  institutions  re¬ 
quire  full  knowledge  and  steps  towards  the 
privatization  and  towards  convertibility,  all 
the  things  that  I  believe  the  Soviet  Union 
wants. 

So,  work  with  the  international  organiza¬ 
tions  and  then  bilaterally  do  what  we’ve 
done  and  other  countries  will  be  doing,  too, 
I’m  sure,  to  remove  the  underbrush, 
remove  the  barriers  to  bilateral  economic 
cooperation.  So,  quite  a  bit  has  happened 
between  us  since  Paris.  And  we  look  for¬ 
ward  with  our  representatives  in  these 
international  organizations  to  working  very 
cooperatively  with  the  Soviet  leaders. 

President  Gorbachev.  I  understand  that 
I’m  supposed  to  comment  on  this  as  well 
since  the  question  was  to  both  Presidents.  I 
will  be  brief  since  I  have  already  expressed 
my  opinion  about  this.  London  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  very  important  process.  This 
was  the  meaning  of  the  London  meeting, 
and  one  must  judge  about  this  in  that  light. 

It’s  very  important  that  after  London 
there’s  a  desire  on  both  parts  to  work  out  a 
mechanism  which  would  permit  the  shifting 
of  this  cooperation,  given  the  political  will 
of  the  leadership  of  the  Western  countries. 
In  the  Soviet  Union,  we  think  that  we 
should  have  special  structures  which  would 
keep  tab  of  the  cooperation  between  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  G-7  countries,  and 
first  of  all,  in  the  area  of  investment,  so  the 
process  would  be  easier  in  the  taking  of 
decisions  of  mutual  interest. 

And  it’s  good  that  the  mechanism  has 
started  to  be  implemented  which  we  dis¬ 
cussed  in  London,  and  the  Minister  of  Fi¬ 
nances  of  England  is  already  here.  We  first 
talked  about  the  fact  that  there  would  be 
visits  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  U.S.,  and  the 
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representative  of  the  FRG.  So’  in.°*h  f 
words,  there  would  be  the  mechanism  o 
implementing  specific  areasofcooperatiom 
And  this  is  very  important,  that  there  be  a 
mechanism  for  real  interaction. 

And  finally,  the  President  mentioned  that 
on  the  part  of  the  U.S.,  an  important  deci¬ 
sion  will  be  taken  to  make  trade  between 
our  countries  easier.  I  would  say  that  I  men¬ 
tion  this  in  passing,  but  we  often  discussed 
this  with  the  President.  I  asked,  and  we 
agreed,  to  study  the  question  of  COLUM 
restrictions  today  because  many  bilhon- 
dollar  projects  which  are  ready  to  go  and 
even  signed  are  not  being  implemented  be¬ 
cause  of  the  fact  that  they  have  elements 
that  come  under  COCOM  restrictions. 

And  therefore,  a  very  serious  process  has 
started  and  I  think  that  this  will  continue 
and  grow  stronger,  be  more  specific.  It  will 
give  results.  There  is  a  will  and  a  desire  to 
do  this.  It’s  very  important. 


Nuclear  Weapons 

Q.  I  would  ask  both  of  you  to  think  back 
to  the  1986  Reykjavik  summit  when  Ronald 
Reagan  horrified  quite  a  few  American  nu¬ 
clear  experts  and  almost  all  of  the  European 
leaders  by  giving  serious  consideration  to 
your  proposal,  President  Gorbachev,  for  a 
ban  on  all  nuclear  weapons.  In  the  end, 
Reagan  said  no  because  of  the  belief  that 
nuclear  deterrence  has,  in  fact,  kept  the 
peace.  At  that  time,  you  had  a  massive  con¬ 
ventional  edge  in  Europe,  though.  Since 
then,  we’ve  had  the  CFE  treaty.  Why  now 
are  the  two  of  you  not  saying  we  will  now 
work  towards  a  total  nuclear  ban?  Do  you 
still  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  nuclear  deter¬ 
rence  in  keeping  the  peace?  Particularly, 
sir,  I  ask  you,  President  Bush,  given  the  fact 
that  some  of  these  breakaway  Republics, 
they  have  nuclear  weapons  in  there,  and 
who  knows  what  would  happen  if  they  de¬ 
clare  independence. 

President  Bush.  The  very  fact  that— I 
wouldn’t  suggest  that  a  breakaway  Republic 
is  going  to  use  a  nuclear  weapon  against  the 
United  States,  but  I  would  suggest  that  we 
have  every  reason  in  the  world  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  renegades— not  in  these  areas, 
perhaps;  I  hope  not— getting  hold  of  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons.  And  that’s  one  of  the  reasons  I 
strongly  support  our  GPALS  program  that 


is  being  debated  in  the  Senate  right  now 

But  in  my  view,  other  countries  do  pos¬ 
sess  nuclear  weapons.  It’s  not  just  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States.  And  I  do  be* 
lieve  that  we  are  on  the  right  path  by  the 
path  that  President  Gorbachev  has  outlined 
today  on  following  on  on  existing  agree¬ 
ments.  So,  rather  than  try  to  have  a  ethere¬ 
al  or  a  utopian  answer,  let’s  follow  through 
practically,  as  he  suggested.  And  then  as  far 
as  the  U.S,  is  concerned,  I’d  like  us  to  go 
forward  with  a  system  that  puts  nobody  at 
threat,  nobody  at  risk.  The  only  thing  at 
risk  is  an  errant  nuclear  missile  aiming  at  a 
country.  And  that’s  why  I  support  the  de¬ 
fensive  approach,  and  that’s  why  I  think 
one  of  the  lessons  out  of  the  Iraq  war — and 
maybe  President  Gorbachev  reads  this  dif¬ 
ferently — is  that  defenses  work.  And  though 
we’re  talking  about  a  different  concept 
now,  an  expanded  concept,  a  more  high- 
tech  concept,  I  think  a  lot  of  lives  were 
saved  by  defense.  So,  that’s  my  reply. 

President  Gorbachev.  I  will  say  a  few 
words.  I  think  that  the  argument  which  you 
want  to  ascribe  to  me,  that  in  my  policy  I 
looked  upon  nuclear  weapons  as  an  element 
of  deterrence,  is  not  true.  I  have  not  said 
this.  Yes,  we  got  involved  in  the  arms  race 
in  a  very  serious  way.  Thank  God,  as  we  say 
in  Russian,  that  we  stopped  this  and  turned 
it  back.  And  this  is  a  great  accomplishment 
since  we  understood  where  we  were 
headed. 

But  it’s  hard  to  resolve  all  these  issues 
which  have  piled  up,  and  all  these  weapons 
that  have  piled  up.  And  I  think  that  there  is 
still  a  lot  that  we  have  to  do.  We  have 
mapped  out  a  few  things  for  the  future,  and 
then  there  will  probably  also  be  questions 
put  to  all  members  of  the  nuclear  club,  and 
they  also  have  to  think  about  what  to  do 
with  nuclear  weapons  in  the  future. 

And  finally,  we  must  very  carefully  act 
about  having  the  mechanism  which  we 
have  created  and  which  seems  has 
worked— -but  apparently  not  effectively 
enough— about  nonproliferation  of  nuclear 
weapons.  This  was  one  of  the  important 
topics  of  our  conversation  with  the  Presi¬ 
dent  during  these  days.  For  if  certain  coun¬ 
tries  will  lower  their  arms  and  disarm  and 
head  in  the  direction  of  a  nonnuclear  world, 
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and  at  the  same  time,  others  will  find  ways 
to  develop  the  process  in  order  to  have 
their  own  nuclear  weapons,  then  we  will 
have  a  situation  which  is  absurd. 

So,  in  continuing  to  support  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament  and  within  the  framework  of  the 
negotiation  process,  which  we  have,  we 
have  agreed  to  continue  this.  We  have  the 
question  of  truly  improving  the  mechanism 
of  nonproliferation  nuclear  technology  in 
order — missile  technology — in  order  to 
create  an  unsurmountable  barrier  in  this 
area.  I  think  it’s  one  of  the  most  important 
things  we  have  to  do  today. 

Europe 

Q.  What  significance  does  the  process  of 
European  integration  have  in  your  conver¬ 
sations  with  the  President,  for  example,  the 
postwar  unification  of  Europe?  What  image 
of  this  is  the  most  acceptable  to  you  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Soviet  Union?  For 
example,  the  image  of  a  General  de  Gaulle 
Europe  of  fatherlands,  countries  with  deci¬ 
sions  being  made  on  a  national  level,  or  a 
united  states  of  Europe,  with  common  deci¬ 
sions  being  made  among  them?  Thank  you. 

President  Gorbachev .  First  of  all,  you  can 
probably  guess  that  everything  that  hap¬ 
pens  in  Europe — in  the  world — we  have 
always  looked  towards  Europe  for  every¬ 
thing  that  happens  in  Europe,  in  our 
areas — I  don’t  want  to  list  them — has  a 
great  importance  for  the  developments  in 
the  world.  So,  undoubtedly,  the  President 
and  I  noted  the  positive  developments 
which  are  taking  place  in  Europe  and  we 
noted  support  of  the  documents  aimed  at 
creating  a  new  Europe.  And  we  see  that 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  U.S.  must  partici¬ 
pate  very  actively  in  building  a  new 
Europe.  All  of  this  has  existed  and  continues 
to  exist.  And  we  feel  a  responsibility  to  do 
this. 

But  you  asked  the  question  about  how.  I 
think  perhaps  you  are  a  little  hasty  because 
when  we  are  creating  a  certain  schematic 
and  then  try  to  impose  it,  then  we  get  one 
result.  When  a  process  is  being  developed 
in  a  logical  way  within  the  Helsinki  process, 
a  political  process  of  choice,  then  we  find 
that  new  forms  of  cooperation  and  new  in¬ 
stitutes  come  into  being. 

Now  I  would  say  the  following:  We  must, 


within  the  framework  of  the  documents, 
the  general  path  mapped  out  in  the  Helsin¬ 
ki  and  the  Paris  agreements,  act  in  such  a 
way  that  the  old  institutions  be  transformed 
in  the  interest  of  a  new  Europe  so  that  they 
serve  the  interest  of  a  single  economic  terri¬ 
tory,  a  single  security  of  Europe,  a  legal 
aspect.  And  so,  this  is  what  we  must  aim 
for.  That  means  when  the  old  institutions, 
when  they  change,  we  have  to  bear  this  in 
mind.  But  apparently,  we  will  also  have 
new  institutions  which  will  arise,  which  will 
serve  this  process. 

And  now  if  we  have,  for  example,  a 
common  energy  approach,  there  will  be 
mechanisms  of  administering  this  and  will 
have  a  great  significance  in  the  fate  of 
Europe  and  the  process  to  realize  this. 
Thus,  in  going  along  this  path  without  de¬ 
stroying  the  old  institutions  and  in  creating 
the  new  ones,  we  probably  will  find  the 
forms  gradually  to  resolve  these  issues.  But 
if  we  declare  a  specific  course,  but  will 
keep  the  old  structures,  institutions,  without 
changing  them  at  all,  then  again  there  can 
be  a  process  of  simply  regrouping  of  forces 
in  Europe.  And  there  can  be  new  confron¬ 
tations  which  would  come  into  being  with  a 
different  distribution  of  forces. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  this,  so  I  would  more 
quickly  go  through  the  process  of  creation 
of  new  institutions  and  would  stimulate 
those  tendencies  which  would  move  us  to¬ 
wards  a  united  Europe. 

I  don’t  think  that  here  we  need  to  have 
languages  vanish,  cultures,  traditions  vanish. 
I  think  this  would  be  a  mistake  if  we  set 
ourselves  such  a  goal.  I  think  we  should 
take  into  consideration  those  specific  char¬ 
acteristics  and  traditions,  the  histories  of  the 
people,  but  also  aim  for  their  unification.  I 
think  this  is  compatible,  although  we  see 
that  there  is  also  an  explosion  of  national¬ 
ism,  separatism,  efforts  to  unravel  every¬ 
thing.  This  is  a  dangerous  process.  I  think 
that  if  we  follow  a  path  of  chaotic  develop¬ 
ment  of  such  processes,  then  we’ll  get  into 
a  bad  situation. 

So,  I  am  for  the  transformation  of  all  insti¬ 
tutions.  I  am  for  new  institutions  which 
would  act  in  the  interest  of  unification  proc¬ 
esses  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  We  used  our  allotted  time. 
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Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  President  Bush's  96th  news  confer¬ 
ence  began  at  4:33  p.m.  in  the  Press  Theater 
of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  spoke  in  Russian,  and  his 
remarks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 
In  the  news  conference,  the  following  per¬ 


sons  were  referred  to:  Foreign  Minister 
Aleksandr  Bessmertnykh  of  the  Soviet 
Union;  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Shamir  of 
Israel;  Norman  Lamont,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady;  and 
Finance  Minister  Theo  Waigel  of  Germany. 


Remarks  at  a  Dinner  Hosted  by  President  Bush  in  Moscow 
July  31,  1991 


President  Bush.  Well,  may  I  just  welcome 
President  and  Mrs.  Gorbachev,  President 
Yeltsin,  President  Nazarbayev,  President 
Ter-Petrosian,  Mayor  Popov,  so  many  distin¬ 
guished  guests.  I  just  want  to  welcome  you 
here  to  Spaso  House.  And  I  am  delighted  to 
have  you  to  this  American  home  in  Moscow 
in  the  hope  of  repaying,  at  least  in  some 
very  small  way,  the  warmth  of  the  hospital¬ 
ity  that’s  been  shown  to  us  by  the  Soviet 
people  and  by  many  of  you  in  this  room 
since  our  arrival. 

I  believe  in  these  meetings  we’ve 
launched  a  new  era  of  hope.  In  the  past 
year  alone,  we’ve  seen  that  despite  political 
differences,  we  can  move  forward  together. 
I  would  particularly  thank  those  who 
worked  on  the  START  agreement — so  many 
in  this  room  having  committed  so  much  of 
their  time,  of  their  lives,  to  achieve  the  end 
that  I  was  privileged  to  sign  on  behalf  of 
our  country  today. 

And  I  believe  the  signing  of  that  treaty 
offers  hope  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  all  across  the 
world.  I  really  believe  that  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart. 

And  let  me  say  to  our  friends  from  the 
Soviet  Union:  Americans,  more  and  more, 
look  upon  this  country  with  profound  curi¬ 
osity  and  hope.  And  they  want  to  work  with 
all  levels  of  Soviet  society.  And  we  live  in 
an  exciting  time,  when  we  all  seek  under¬ 
standing  in  the  larger  society,  among  busi¬ 
nessmen,  students,  artists,  scientists,  people 
engaged  m  every  imaginable  profession  and 
endeavor.  As  we  leave,  let  me  just  simply 


assure  you  that  we  are  ready  to  work  with 
the  people,  to  establish  a  partnership  in  the 
new  world  order  based  on  the  rule  of  law 
and  the  promise  of  freedom  and  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  governed. 

This  relationship  is  built  on  respect.  And 
you’ve  brought  incredible  transformation  in 
just  a  few  years.  And  once  again,  we  are 
very  honored  to  host  such  a  distinguished 
group  of  guests,  men  and  women  who  will 
lead  the  Soviet  Union  to  a  new  era  of  de¬ 
mocracy,  a  new  hope  of  a  better  life  for  all. 

May  I  particularly  salute  the  three  Presi¬ 
dents  of  the  Republics  that  are  with  us  to¬ 
night:  significant,  important,  and  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  that  they  are  here.  May  I  salute  the 
mayor,  Mayor  Popov  of  Moscow.  And  if  his 
problems  are  anything  like  the  problems  of 
the  cities  in  the  United  States,  he’s  going  to 
need  our  best  wishes.  [Laughter] 

May  I  salute  the  human  rights  activists 
such  as  Yelena  Bonner  and  artist  Anatoly 
Rybakov,  whose  works  fill  in  the  blank 
pages  of  Soviet  history  under  Stalin’s  rule. 

And  finally,  there  is  my  host  on  this 
whole  visit,  a  man  that  I  respect  and 
admire,  a  man  whose  deeds  during  the  past 
6  years  have  given  hope  to  those  who  be¬ 
lieve,  as  I  do,  that  one  individual  can 
change  the  world  for  the  better.  I  salute 
President  Gorbachev,  then.  And  I  say  that 
we  leave  confident,  more  confident  than 
when  I  came  here,  that  we  can  together 
build  a  lasting  peace  and,  with  it,  a  brighter 
tomorrow  for  our  children. 

I  m  told  that  there’s  an  old  Russian  prov- 
erb:  You  can’t  tie  a  knot  with  one  hand. 
Well,  tonight,  the  United  States  offers  our 
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hand  as  we  tie  the  knot  of  friendship  and 
peace  together.  And  may  I  propose  a  toast 
to  the  health  and  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  Soviet  people  with  heartfelt  thanks  to 
our  host  and  hostess,  President  and  Mrs. 
Gorbachev. 

President  Gorbachev.  Mr.  President,  Mrs. 
Bush,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  comrades.  Mr. 
President,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  today  has 
been  a  busy  day.  A  considerable  amount  of 
work  has  been  accomplished.  We  have  had 
meaningful  discussions  with  the  President 
in  an  atmosphere  of  openness  and  trust.  We 
have  reviewed  a  large  gamut  of  problems 
pertaining  to  our  bilateral  relations.  We  dis¬ 
cussed  the  role  that  our  two  countries  play 
on  the  world  scene,  as  well  as  their  relations 
with  other  countries. 

Today  we  signed  a  landmark  agreement 
that  will  reduce  the  strategic  arsenals  of  our 
two  countries.  And  although  I  have  already 
had  a  chance  to  describe  what  I  believe  is 
the  purport  and  purpose  of  that  treaty,  let 
me  now  share  with  you  some  thoughts  re¬ 
garding  this  important  document. 

An  important  work  that  had  covered 
almost  a  decade  culminated  in  this  land¬ 
mark  treaty,  which  has  been  the  witness  of 
many  days  of  difficult  and  tense  relations 
between  our  two  countries  during  the  cold 
war  and  in  the  postwar  period.  We  have 
managed  to  fulfill  the  task  that  world  histo¬ 
ry  had  assigned  to  our  two  countries. 

I  want  now  to  pay  particular  tribute  to 
our  partners  for  the  immense  contribution 
that  they  made  to  the  signing,  the  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  negotiation  of  this  important 
treaty.  And  most  of  all,  I  want  to  pay  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  George  Bush. 

While  perhaps  this  is  not  really  the  most 
appropriate  audience  to  say  this,  but  never¬ 
theless,  let  me  break  a  secret  that  today,  as 
we  were  putting  the  final  touches  on  the 
treaty  that  we  signed  today,  we  discovered, 
much  to  our  consternation,  that  we  had  ap¬ 
proached  a  number  of  subjects  which  even 
the  most  sophisticated  of  our  negotiators 
could  not  find  their  way  through.  You  can 
imagine  the  tasks,  the  challenges,  and  the 
problems  that  our  experts  had  to  address  if 
I  simply  tell  you  that  assistants  to  President 
Bush  had  to  bring  over  two  volumes  of  doc¬ 
uments  just  to  explain  one  small  point  that 


he  wanted  to  have  cleared  up. 

This  is  a  fact,  and  we  all  know  this  for  a 
fact.  And  therefore,  let  me  here  in  your 
presence  pay  tribute  to  our  scientists  who 
have  managed  to  find  the  key  that  opened 
this  ultimate  and  final  vault  which  really 
led  us  through  to  the  final  stage  of  this 
treaty. 

A  recurrent  theme  in  our  discussions 
today  was  the  fact  that  our  signatures  that 
we  put  under  the  treaty  marked  only  a 
point  of  departure  in  our  future  endeavors 
in  order  to  maintain  and  preserve  and  bol¬ 
ster  the  momentum  that  our  negotiations 
have  already  gathered.  Today  we  are  asking 
ourselves  whether  our  perception  of  the 
world  today  and  of  the  future  of  this  civili¬ 
zation  is  correct,  and  how  accurate  our 
forecasts  for  the  future  are,  and  whether  or 
not  we  will  be  able  to  meet  the  challenges 
of  the  future.  And  my  answer  to  these  most 
important  and  difficult  questions  would  be 
in  the  positive.  And  let  me  explain  why  I 
believe  those  questions  should  be  answered 
in  the  positive. 

Never  in  its  history  has  humankind  been 
faced  with  such  risks  and  dangers  engen¬ 
dered  by  its  own  progress.  And  if  we  are  to 
meet  this  challenge,  what  we  need  is  bring¬ 
ing  together  the  intellectual  and  moral  re¬ 
sources  of  our  civilization.  It  is  no  accident 
that  the  idea  of  a  new  world  order  has 
struck  an  important  chord  in  the  heart  of 
the  people  of  the  world.  And  very  impor¬ 
tant  political  and  spiritual  leaders  of  our 
countries  have  pitched  into  this  effort. 

Our  two  countries  possess  a  tremendous 
potential  for  future  cooperation  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  our  relations  for  their  joint  par¬ 
ticipation  in  this  important  endeavor.  And 
it  gives  me  particular  pleasure  to  say  that 
during  our  discussions  at  Novo  Ogaryevo 
today,  the  recurring  theme  of  our  talks  was 
just  how  we  can  cooperate  in  the  future  in 
order  to  move  our  relationship  and  our  co¬ 
operation  ahead.  And  it  is  not  a  play  of 
ambitions;  it  is  an  important  statement  of 
an  important  fact.  And  that  fact  is  the  role 
and  responsibility  of  our  countries,  both  to 
our  nations  and  to  the  world  at  large. 

Perhaps  it  is  just  a  lucky  historical  coinci¬ 
dence,  but  who  knows,  maybe  it  is  not.  At 
this  crucial  moment  in  our  history,  when 
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we  are  faced  with  very  important  chal¬ 
lenges,  our  countries  are  headed  by  people 
who  can  meet  those  challenges. 

Mr.  President,  today  at  this  house  we  had 
a  chance  to  shake  hands  with  many  of  those 
who  shared  this  responsibility  and  who 
made  an  important  and  active  contribution 
toward  building  a  new  relationship  between 
our  countries.  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  raise 
this  glass  to  your  health,  sir,  to  the  health  of 
Mrs.  Barbara  Bush,  to  the  peoples  of  the 
United  States  who  are  our  partners.  And  we 
are  looking  forward  to  developing  coopera¬ 


tion  and  friendship  with  you.  And  this  is 
choice. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  7:30  p.m 
the  ballroom  of  Spaso  House ,  the  reside 
of  US,  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet  Union  j 
F.  Matlock.  In  his  remarks ,  President  B 
referred  to  President  Nursultan  Nazarba 
of  the  Republic  of  Kazakhstan ;  and  Pi 
dent  Levon  Ter-Petrosian  of  the  Republh 
Armenia.  President  Gorbachev  spoke 
Russian ,  and  his  remarks  were  transla 
by  an  interpreter. 


Nomination  of  William  Caldwell  Harrop  To  Be  United  States 
Ambassador  to  Israel 
July  31,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  William  Caldwell  Harrop, 
of  New  Jersey,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordi¬ 
nary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  Israel.  He 
would  succeed  William  Andreas  Brown. 

Since  1987  Ambassador  Harrop  has 
served  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Zaire.  Prior  to 
this  Ambassador  Harrop  served  as  Inspector 
General  of  the  Department  of  State  and 
Foreign  Service,  1983-1986,  and  as  U.S. 


Ambassador  to  Kenya  and  concurrently 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Seychelles,  194 
1983. 

Ambassador  Harrop  graduated  from  H 
vard  University  (B.A.,  1950).  He  was  b< 
February  19,  1929,  in  Baltimore,  MD.  A 
bassador  Harrop  served  in  the  U.S.  Mar 
Corps,  1951-1952.  He  is  married,  has  f< 
children,  and  resides  in  Washington,  E 


Nomination  of  Russell  K.  Paul  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
July  31,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Russell  K.  Paul,  of  Geor¬ 
gia,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  for  Congressional 
and  Intergovernmental  Relations.  He  would 
succeed  Timothy  J.  Coyle. 

Currently  Mr.  Paul  serves  as  Deputy  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  for  Grant  Programs  at  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Devel¬ 


opment.  Prior  to  this  he  served  as  an  int 
governmental  relations  officer  at  the  I 
partment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develc 
ment. 

Mr.  Paul  graduated  from  Samford  Univ< 
sity  (B.A.,  1974).  He  was  born  June  t 
1952,  in  Greenwood,  SC.  Mr.  Paul  is  m 
ried,  has  five  children,  and  resides  in  Rr 
MD. 
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Nomination  of  John  J.  Easton,  Jr.,  To  Be  General  Counsel  of  the 
Department  of  Energy 
July  31,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  John  J.  Easton,  Jr.,  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  to  be  General  Counsel  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Energy.  He  would  succeed  Stephen 
A.  Wakefield. 

Since  1989  Mr.  Easton  has  served  as  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  Energy  for  International 
Affairs  and  Energy  Emergencies  at  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Energy.  From  1987  to  1989  he 


served  as  an  attorney  with  the  law  firm  of 
Miller,  Eggleston  and  Rosenberg,  Ltd.,  and 
as  attorney  general  of  Vermont,  1981-1985. 

Mr.  Easton  graduated  from  Georgetown 
University  (J.D.,  1970)  and  the  University  of 
Colorado  (B.S.,  1964).  He  was  born  June  16, 
1943,  in  San  Francisco,  CA.  Mr.  Easton 
served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  1964-1968.  He 
resides  in  Arlington,  VA. 


Remarks  at  the  Arrival  Ceremony  in  Kiev,  Soviet  Union 
August  1 ,  1991 


Chairman  Kravchuk.  Today  on  the 
Ukrainian  soil  we  are  extending  our  hearty 
welcome  to  the  high-ranking  guests,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  America 
George  Bush  and  Mrs.  Bush.  Our  sincere 
words  of  welcome  are  also  addressed  to  the 
well-known  U.S.  statesmen  and  those  ac¬ 
companying  the  President. 

Mr.  President,  we  attach  to  your  visit  to 
the  Ukraine  very  great  importance,  and  we 
think  it  will  be  another  step  in  improving 
relations  between  our  countries.  Your  visit 
reflects  the  changes  which  have  taken  place 
in  our  countries  and  in  the  world  as  a 
whole. 

Despite  the  complexity  and  contradictori¬ 
ness  of  the  political  processes,  the  basic  fea¬ 
ture  of  today's  world  development  is  radical 
positive  changes.  And  for  these  changes 
mankind  should  thank  the  foresighted 
policy  of  our  states,  their  common  aspira¬ 
tions  towards  humane  and  just  peace. 

We  are  especially  satisfied  with  the  fact 
that  you,  Mr.  President,  came  to  our  Repub¬ 
lic  right  after  the  historic  document,  the 
Strategic  Offensive  Arms  Reduction  Treaty, 
had  been  signed  in  Moscow.  The  Ukrainian 
people  consider  this  act  as  another  concrete 
step  towards  the  achievement  of  general 
and  complete  disarmament,  toward  a  world 
without  weapons  and  without  wars. 

Your  visit  to  the  Ukraine  is  taking  place 


at  a  time  difficult  for  the  Republic.  Howev¬ 
er,  on  the  basis  of  the  Declaration  on  State 
Sovereignty  and  thanks  to  the  aspiration 
toward  national  concord,  the  Ukraine  is, 
step  by  step,  moving  along  the  road  to  its 
high  aim:  sovereignty,  bringing  about  stabil¬ 
ity  and  civil  peace. 

Fifty-two  million  representatives  of  differ¬ 
ent  people— the  Ukrainians,  the  Russians, 
the  Poles,  the  Jews,  the  Bulgars— are  work¬ 
ing  together  on  this  land.  And  for  them, 
Ukraine  is  their  home.  We  have  resolutely 
chosen  the  road  to  democracy,  market 
economy,  and  sovereignty.  And  this  choice 
of  ours  is  supported  by  the  majority  of  the 
people. 

The  American  Nation  knows  only  very 
well  the  price  of  genuine  sovereignty,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  one 
of  the  first  to  proclaim  to  the  whole  world 
the  ideals  of  freedom,  equality,  and  brother¬ 
hood.  Taking  into  account  the  present-day 
political  and  economic  realities,  we  are  pur¬ 
suing  the  policy  aimed  at  the  setting  up  of  a 
new  union,  a  union  of  sovereign  states  as 
further  consolidation  and  development  of 
fruitful  relations  with  all  the  Republics.  This 
policy  is  being  supported  by  the  people, 
and  around  it,  all  kinds  of  political  forces 
are  being  consolidated. 

On  the  international  area,  the  Ukraine  is 
striving  to  acquire  the  status  of  an  equal 
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member  of  the  international  community,  to 
integrate  its  economy  into  the  world  econo¬ 
my. 

To  your  visit,  Mr.  President,  we  attach 
sincere  hope  for  the  establishment  of  direct 
relations  between  the  Ukraine  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  into  whose  foun¬ 
dation  the  first  bricks  have  already  been 
laid. 

We  believe  that  after  your  visit  to 
Ukraine  it  will  be  visited  by  a  great  number 
of  businessmen,  and  we  will  create  every 
necessary  condition  for  their  activities  here. 

Let  me  once  again  welcome  you,  Mr. 
President,  Mrs.  Bush,  and  the  members  of 
the  American  delegation  on  the  hospitable 
Ukrainian  soil,  and  say  to  you  in  Ukrainian, 
Laskavo  prosimo. 

President  Bush.  Chairman  Kravchuk,  Bar¬ 
bara  and  I  are  simply  delighted  to  visit 
Kiev,  the  city  of  golden  domes,  and  I  might 
say  that  we  saw  so  many  beautiful  hilltop 
churches  from  the  windows  of  Air  Force 
One  as  we  came  in. 

Ukraine,  as  we  all  know,  is  the  mother¬ 
land  of  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Americans.  In  fact,  back  home  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC,  stands  a  statue  of  the  Ukrainian 
poet  and  painter  Taras  Shevchenko.  Once, 
reflecting  on  the  democratic  experiment  in 
America,  he  wrote  this:  “When  will  we 
have  a  Washington  with  a  new  and  right¬ 
eous  law?  One  day  we  shall  have  him.” 

Well,  Fm  here  to  tell  you,  sir,  that  the 
United  States  stands  committed  to  a  new 
world  order  based  on  what  Shevchenko 
called  a  “new  and  righteous  law”— the  rule 
of  law  and  the  guarantee  of  real  economic 
freedom,  political  freedom,  religious  free¬ 
dom.  Yes,  the  world  is  changing  profoundly. 
But  with  change  comes  opportunity  and 
hope  for  the  future. 

The  American  people  applaud  the 
changes  that  are  creating  a  Soviet  Union 
blessed  with  free  markets  and  free  people. 
We  re  anxious  to  offer  help  and  hope  where 
needed,  to  build  ties  of  understanding  and 
common  interest.  In  that  spirit  we  recently 
opened  a  consulate  general  in  this  great 
city,  a  permanent  American  presence  to 
build  America’s  friendship  with  Ukraine. 

I  come  here  having  concluded  2  days  of 
very  productive  work  in  Moscow.  President 
Gorbachev  and  I  did  sign,  as  you  referred 


to,  an  historic  treaty  that  will  for  the  first 
time  reduce  strategic  forces  between  our 
countries.  But  we  also  talked  about  peace 
and  prosperity  in  hopes  that  our  nations  can 
increase  trade  and  share  ideas  and  experi¬ 
ences  with  one  another. 

Now  we  look  forward  to  meeting  with 
Chairman  Kravchuk  and  other  Ukrainian 
leaders.  We  want  to  expand  the  scope  of 
our  relationship  with  the  people  of  this  Re¬ 
public,  as  you  mentioned:  build  stronger 
economic  ties  and  extend  the  range  and 
quality  of  cultural,  social,  and  academic  and 
professional  exchanges.  We  want  to  retain 
the  strongest  possible  official  relationship 
with  the  Gorbachev  government,  but  we 
also  appreciate  the  importance  of  more  ex¬ 
tensive  ties  with  Ukraine  and  other  Repub¬ 
lics,  with  all  the  peoples  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 

As  I  hope  you  know,  the  American 
people  care  about  people  in  Ukraine  and 
Russia  and  the  other  Soviet  Republics.  In 
the  aftermath  of  the  Chernobyl  tragedy, 
American  citizens  and  private  relief  organi¬ 
zations  responded  with  deep  concern  and 
generosity.  American  physicians  are  helping 
Ukrainian  officials  study  the  long-term 
health  effects  of  the  accident.  And  through 
a  Presidential  initiative  on  medical  assist¬ 
ance,  we’ve  shipped  badly  needed  pharma¬ 
ceutical  supplies  to  help  Chernobyl  victims. 

You  are  a  strong  people,  and  your  rich 
and  glorious  past  spans  centuries  of  upheav¬ 
al  and  change.  You  first  brought  Christiani¬ 
ty  to  this  part  of  Europe,  this  crossroads  of 
Europe  and  Asia.  Christianity  took  hold 
here  over  a  thousand  years  ago  when 
Prince  Vladimir  of  Kiev  baptized  his  follow¬ 
ers  in  the  Dnieper  River. 

Now,  for  the  first  time  in  40  years,  the 
patriarchs  of  the  Ukrainian  Orthodox  and 
Catholic  Churches  have  returned  to  Kiev. 
With  the  freedom  to  practice  religion  a 
spiritual  renewal  has  begun  among  all  the 
religions  of  Ukraine — Catholics,  Jews,  Or¬ 
thodox,  and  others.  A  new  day,  in  some 
ways,  has  already  arrived. 

Thank  you,  Chairman  Kravchuk.  It’s  a 
great  pleasure  for  all  of  us  to  be  here.  And 
we’re  looking  forward  to  our  visit. 

Note:  The  ceremony  began  at  1:01  p.m.  at 
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Borispol  Airport  Leonid  M.  Kravchuk , 
Chairman  of  the  Republic  of  the  Ukraine9 s 
Supreme  Soviet ,  spoke  in  Russian ,  and  his 
remarks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 


In  his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 
U.S.  and  Soviet  cooperation  in  dealing  with 
the  aftermath  of  a  1986  accident  at  the 
Chernobyl  nuclear  plant  in  the  Ukraine. 


Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  in  Kiev,  Soviet  Union 
August  1,  1991 


Thank  you  very  much.  And  I  am  very 
grateful  to  Chairman  Kravchuk  and  people 
of  Ukraine  for  welcoming  us  so  warmly 
through  your  Golden  Gate. 

I  will  shorten  these  remarks  because  our 
lives  are  controlled  by  satellites  these  days. 
But  I’ve  come  here  to  Kiev  to  learn  more 
about  the  tremendous  challenges  you  face, 
to  strengthen  the  ties  that  link  the  people 
of  America  and  the  people  of  Ukraine,  and 
to  signal  our  strong  support  for  free  mar¬ 
kets  and  free  government. 

Our  people  are  not  strangers.  In  Chicago 
and  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia, 
and  all  across  America,  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  Ukrainian-Americans  preserve  your 
proud  heritage  and  history. 

The  end  of  the  cold  war  opens  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  forge  a  new  relationship.  Through 
increased  trade,  expanded  exchanges, 
through  American  medical  assistance,  ef¬ 
forts  aimed  at  helping  you  cope  with  the 
aftereffects  of  Chernobyl,  the  United  States 
and  Ukraine  can  build  a  future  based  on 
shared  aspirations  and  common  interests. 

So,  our  visit  marks  a  beginning.  We  don’t 
come  to  tell  you  how  to  pursue  your  future. 


We  won’t  preach,  nor  prescribe  solutions. 
We  come  to  offer  our  expertise,  our  hopes. 
And  we  will  do  our  best  to  build  sturdier 
ties  of  culture,  ideas,  and  trade  with  the 
Soviet  Union  and  all  of  its  Republics. 

America  stands  ready  to  support  the 
forces  of  reform  in  Ukraine,  especially  those 
of  economic  reform.  But  in  the  end,  we 
recognize  that  Ukraine  will  shape  its  own 
future.  And  only  you  can  transform  an 
economy  based  on  the  concept  of  command 
and  control  into  one  based  on  the  laws  of 
supply  and  demand.  Only  you  can  guaran¬ 
tee  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  individual, 
political,  religious,  and  economic. 

You  will  bear  responsibility  for  making 
your  land  more  prosperous  and  free  accord¬ 
ing  to  your  traditions  and  cultures,  your 
hopes  and  dreams. 

May  God  bless  both  our  lands.  And  may  I 
say  thank  you,  Chairman,  for  your  hospital¬ 
ity.  Mrs.  Bush  and  I  and  all  that  travel  with 
us  are  just  delighted  to  be  here.  Thank  you, 
sir. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:10  p.m.  at 
Marinsky  Palace. 


» 

Remarks  to  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  Republic  of  the  Ukraine  in 


Kiev,  Soviet  Union 
August  1,  1991 

Well,  first,  thank  all  of  you  for  that  warm 
welcome.  And  may  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  all  people  of  Ukraine  that  gave  us 
such  a  warm  welcome,  such  a  heartfelt 
greeting.  Every  American  in  that  long  mo¬ 
torcade — and  believe  me,  it  was  long — was 
moved  and  touched  by  the  warmth  of  the 


welcome  of  Ukraine.  Well  never  forget  it. 

Chairman  Kravchuk,  thank  you,  sir.  And 
to  the  Deputies  of  the  Soviet,  Supreme 
Soviet,  may  I  salute  you.  Members  of  the 
clergy  that  are  here,  members  of  the  diplo¬ 
matic  corps,  representatives  of  American 
pharmaceutical  and  health  care  corpora- 
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tions  who  I  understand  are  with  us  today, 
and  distinguished  guests  all.  Barbara  and  I 
are  delighted  to  be  here — very,  very  happy. 
We  have  only  one  regret,  and  that  is  that 
IVe  got  to  get  home  on  Thursday  night — I 
can  still  make  it.  And  the  reason  is,  our 
Congress  goes  out  tomorrow,  finishes  their 
session  they  re  in  now,  and  I  felt  it  was 
important  to  be  there  on  that  last  day  of 
the  final  session. 

This  beautiful  city  brings  to  mind  the 
words  of  the  poet  Alexander  Dovzhenko: 
“The  city  of  Kiev  is  an  orchard.  Kiev  is  a 
poet.  Kiev  is  an  epic.  Kiev  is  history.  Kiev  is 
art.” 

Centuries  ago,  your  forebears  named  this 
country  Ukraine,  or  “frontier,”  because 
your  steppes  link  Europe  and  Asia.  But 
Ukrainians  have  become  frontiersmen  of 
another  sort.  Today  you  explore  the  fron¬ 
tiers  and  contours  of  liberty. 

Though  my  stay  here  is,  as  I  said,  far  too 
short,  I  have  come  here  to  talk  with  you 
and  to  learn.  For  those  who  love  freedom, 
every  experiment  in  building  an  open  socie¬ 
ty  offers  new  lessons  and  insights.  You  face 
an  especially  daunting  task.  For  years, 
people  in  this  nation  felt  powerless,  over¬ 
shadowed  by  a  vast  government  apparatus, 
cramped  by  forces  that  attempted  to  con¬ 
trol  every  aspect  of  their  lives. 

Today,  your  people  probe  the  promise  of 
freedom.  In  cities  and  Republics,  on  farms, 
in  businesses,  around  university  campuses, 
you  debate  the  fundamental  questions  of 
liberty,  self-rule,  and  free  enterprise.  Amer¬ 
icans,  you  see,  have  a  deep  commitment  to 
these  values.  We  follow  your  progress  with 
a  sense  of  fascination,  excitement,  and 
hope.  This  alone  is  historic.  In  the  past,  our 
nations  engaged  in  duels  of  eloquent  bluff 
and  bravado.  Now,  the  fireworks  of  super¬ 
power  confrontation  are  giving  way  to  the 
quieter  and  far  more  hopeful  art  of  coop¬ 
eration. 

I  come  here  to  tell  you:  We  support  the 
struggle  in  this  great  country  for  democracy 
and  economic  reform.  And  I  would  like  to 
talk  to  you  today  about  how  the  United 
States  views  this  complex  and  exciting 
period  in  your  history,  how  we  intend  to 
relate  to  the  Soviet  central  Government 
and  the  Republican  governments. 

In  Moscow,  I  outlined  our  approach:  We 


will  support  those  in  the  center  and  the 
Republics  who  pursue  freedom,  democracy, 
and  economic  liberty.  We  will  determine 
our  support  not  on  the  basis  of  personalities 
but  on  the  basis  of  principles.  We  cannot 
tell  you  how  to  reform  your  society.  We  will 
not  try  to  pick  winners  and  losers  in  politi¬ 
cal  competitions  between  Republics  or  be¬ 
tween  Republics  and  the  center.  That  is 
your  business;  that’s  not  the  business  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Do  not  doubt  our  real  commitment,  how¬ 
ever,  to  reform.  But  do  not  think  we  can 
presume  to  solve  your  problems  for  you. 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  one  of  our  great  Presi¬ 
dents,  once  wrote:  “To  be  patronized  is  as 
offensive  as  to  be  insulted.  No  one  of  us 
cares  permanently  to  have  someone  else 
conscientiously  striving  to  do  him  good; 
what  we  want  is  to  work  with  that  someone 
else  for  the  good  of  both  of  us.”  That’s  what 
our  former  President  said.  We  will  work  for 
the  good  of  both  of  us,  which  means  that 
we  will  not  meddle  in  your  internal  affairs. 

Some  people  have  urged  the  United 
States  to  choose  between  supporting  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  and  supporting  independ¬ 
ence-minded  leaders  throughout  the 
U.S.S.R.  I  consider  this  a  false  choice.  In 
fairness,  President  Gorbachev  has  achieved 
astonishing  things,  and  his  policies  of  glas - 
nost9  perestroika ,  and  democratization  point 
toward  the  goals  of  freedom,  democracy, 
and  economic  liberty. 

We  will  maintain  the  strongest  possible 
relationship  with  the  Soviet  Government  of 
President  Gorbachev.  But  we  also  appreci¬ 
ate  the  new  realities  of  life  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
And  therefore,  as  a  federation  ourselves,  we 
want  good  relations,  improved  relations 
with  the  Republics.  So,  let  me* build  upon 
my  comments  in  Moscow  by  describing  in 
more  detail  what  Americans  mean  when  we 
talk  about  freedom,  democracy,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  liberty. 

No  terms  have  been  abused  more  regu¬ 
larly,  nor  more  cynically,  than  these. 
Throughout  this  century  despots  have  mas¬ 
queraded  as  democrats,  jailers  have  posed 
as  liberators.  We  can  restore  faith  in  gov¬ 
ernment  only  by  restoring  meaning  to  these 
concepts. 

I  don’t  want  to  sound  like  I’m  lecturing. 
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but  let’s  begin  with  the  broad  term  “free¬ 
dom.”  When  Americans  talk  of  freedom,  we 
refer  to  people’s  abilities  to  live  without 
fear  of  government  intrusion,  without  fear 
of  harassment  by  their  fellow  citizens,  with¬ 
out  restricting  others’  freedoms.  We  do  not 
consider  freedom  a  privilege  to  be  doled 
out  only  to  those  who  hold  proper  political 
views  or  belong  to  certain  groups.  We  con¬ 
sider  it  an  inalienable  individual  right  be¬ 
stowed  upon  all  men  and  women.  Lord 
Acton  once  observed:  The  most  certain  test 
by  which  we  judge  whether  a  country  is 
really  free  is  the  amount  of  security  enjoyed 
by  minorities. 

Freedom  requires  tolerance,  a  concept 
embedded  in  openness,  in  glasnost ,  and  in 
our  first  amendment  protections  for  the 
freedoms  of  speech,  association,  and  reli¬ 
gion — all  religions. 

Tolerance  nourishes  hope.  A  priest  wrote 
of  glasnost :  Today,  more  than  ever  the 
words  of  Paul  the  Apostle,  spoken  2,000 
years  ago,  ring  out:  They  counted  us  among 
the  dead,  but  look,  we  are  alive.  In  Ukraine, 
in  Russia,  in  Armenia,  and  the  Baltics,  the 
spirit  of  liberty  thrives. 

But  freedom  cannot  survive  if  we  let  des¬ 
pots  flourish  or  permit  seemingly  minor  re¬ 
strictions  to  multiply  until  they  form  chains, 
until  they  form  shackles.  Later  today,  I’ll 
visit  the  monument  at  Babi  Yar,  a  somber 
reminder,  a  solemn  reminder  of  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  people  fail  to  hold  back  the  hor¬ 
rible  tide  of  intolerance  and  tyranny. 

Yet  freedom  is  not  the  same  as  independ¬ 
ence.  Americans  will  not  support  those  who 
seek  independence  in  order  to  replace  a 
far-off  tyranny  with  a  local  despotism.  They 
will  not  aid  those  who  promote  a  suicidal 
nationalism  based  upon  ethnic  hatred. 

We  will  support  those  who  want  to  build 
democracy.  By  democracy,  we  mean  a 
system  of  government  in  which  people  may 
vie  openly  for  the  hearts,  and  yes,  the  votes 
of  the  public.  We  mean  a  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  that  derives  its  just  power  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed,  that  retains  its  le¬ 
gitimacy  by  controlling  its  appetite  for 
power.  For  years,  you  had  elections  with 
ballots,  but  you  did  not  enjoy  democracy. 
And  now,  democracy  has  begun  to  set  firm 
roots  in  Soviet  soil. 

The  key  to  its  success  lies  in  understand¬ 


ing  government’s  proper  role  and  its  limits. 
Democracy  is  not  a  technical  process  driven 
by  dry  statistics.  It  is  the  very  human  enter¬ 
prise  of  preserving  freedom,  so  that  we  can 
do  the  important  things,  the  really  impor¬ 
tant  things:  raise  families,  explore  our  own 
creativity,  build  good  and  fruitful  lives. 

In  modern  societies,  freedom  and  democ¬ 
racy  rely  on  economic  liberty.  A  free  econo¬ 
my  is  nothing  more  than  a  system  of  com¬ 
munication.  It  simply  cannot  function  with¬ 
out  individual  rights  or  a  profit  motive, 
which  give  people  an  incentive  to  go  to 
work,  an  incentive  to  produce. 

And  it  certainly  cannot  function  without 
the  rule  of  law,  without  fair  and  enforceable 
contracts,  without  laws  that  protect  proper¬ 
ty  rights  and  punish  fraud. 

Free  economies  depend  upon  the  free¬ 
dom  of  expression,  the  ability  of  people  to 
exchange  ideas  and  test  out  new  theories. 
The  Soviet  Union  weakened  itself  for  years 
by  restricting  the  flow  of  information,  by 
outlawing  devices  crucial  to  modern  com¬ 
munications  such  as  computers  and  copying 
machines.  And  when  you  restricted  free 
movement,  even  tourist  travel,  you  pre¬ 
vented  your  own  people  from  making  the 
most  of  their  talent.  You  cannot  innovate  if 
you  cannot  communicate. 

And  finally,  a  free  economy  demands  en¬ 
gagement  in  the  economic  mainstream. 
Adam  Smith  noted  two  centuries  ago,  trade 
enriches  all  who  engage  in  it.  Isolation  and 
protectionism  doom  its  practitioners  to  deg¬ 
radation  and  want. 

I  note  this  today  because  some  Soviet 
cities,  regions,  and  even  Republics  have  en¬ 
gaged  in  ruinous  trade  wars.  The  Republics 
of  this  nation  have  extensive  bonds  of  trade 
which  no  one  can  repeal  with  the  stroke  of 
a  pen  or  the  passage  of  a  law.  The  vast 
majority  of  trade  conducted  by  Soviet  com¬ 
panies — imports  and  exports — involves,  as 
you  know  better  than  I,  trade  between  Re¬ 
publics.  The  nine-plus-one  agreement  holds 
forth  the  hope  that  Republics  will  combine 
greater  autonomy  with  greater  voluntary 
interaction — political,  social,  cultural,  eco¬ 
nomic — rather  than  pursuing  the  hopeless 
course  of  isolation. 

And  so,  American  investors  and  business¬ 
men  look  forward  to  doing  business  in  the 
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Soviet  Union,  including  the  Ukraine.  We’ve 
signed  agreements  this  week  that  will  en¬ 
courage  further  interaction  between  the 
U.S.  and  all  levels  of  the  Soviet  Union.  But 
ultimately,  our  trade  relations  will  depend 
upon  our  ability  to  develop  a  common  lan¬ 
guage,  a  common  language  of  commerce — 
currencies  that  communicate  with  one  an¬ 
other,  laws  that  protect  innovators  and  en¬ 
trepreneurs,  bonds  of  understanding  and 
trust. 

It  should  be  obvious  that  the  ties  between 
our  nations  grow  stronger  every  single  day. 
I  set  forth  a  Presidential  initiative  that  is 
providing  badly  needed  medical  aid  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  And  this  aid  expresses  Ameri¬ 
cans’  solidarity  with  the  Soviet  peoples 
during  a  time  of  hardship  and  suffering. 
And  it  has  supplied  facilities  in  Kiev  that 
are  treating  victims  of  Chernobyl.  You 
should  know  that  America’s  heart,  the 
hearts  of  all,  went  out  to  the  people  here  at 
the  time  of  Chernobyl. 

We  have  sent  teams  to  help  you  improve 
upon  the  safety  of  Ukrainian  nuclear  plants 
and  coal  mines.  We’ve  also  increased  the 
number  of  cultural  exchanges  with  the  Re¬ 
publics,  including  more  extensive  legal,  aca¬ 
demic,  and  cultural  exchanges  between 
America  and  Ukraine. 

We  understand  that  you  cannot  reform 
your  system  overnight.  America’s  first 
system  of  government,  the  Continental 
Congress,  failed  because  the  States  were  too 
suspicious  of  one  another  and  the  central 
Government  too  weak  to  protect  commerce 
and  individual  rights.  In  200  years,  we  have 
learned  that  freedom,  democracy,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  liberty  are  more  than  terms  of  inspi¬ 
ration.  They’re  more  than  words.  They  are 
challenges. 

Your  great  poet  Shevchenko  noted:  Only 
in  your  own  house  can  you  have  your  truth, 
your  strength,  and  freedom.  No  society  ever 
achieves  perfect  democracy,  liberty,  or  en¬ 
terprise.  If  it  makes  full  use  of  its  people’s 
virtues  and  abilities,  it  can  use  these  goals  as 
guides  to  a  better  life. 

And  now,  as  Soviet  citizens  try  to  forge  a 


new  social  compact,  you  have  the  obligation 
to  restore  power  to  citizens  demoralized  by 
decades  of  totalitarian  rule.  You  have  to 
give  them  hope,  inspiration,  determination, 
by  showing  your  faith  in  their  abilities.  Soci¬ 
eties  that  don’t  trust  themselves  or  their 
people  cannot  provide  freedom.  They  can 
guarantee  only  the  bleak  tyranny  of  suspi¬ 
cion,  avarice,  and  poverty. 

An  old  Ukrainian  proverb  says:  When  you 
enter  a  great  enterprise,  free  your  soul 
from  weakness.  The  peoples  of  the  U.S.S.R. 
have  entered  a  great  enterprise,  full  of 
courage  and  vigor.  I  have  come  here  today 
to  say:  We  support  those  who  explore  the 
frontiers  of  freedom.  We  will  join  these  re¬ 
formers  on  the  path  to  what  we  call,  appro¬ 
priately  call,  a  new  world  order. 

You’re  the  leaders.  You  are  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  political  process.  And  I  go 
home  to  an  active  political  process.  So,  if 
you  saw  me  waving  like  mad  from  my  lim¬ 
ousine,  it  was  in  the  thought  that  maybe 
some  of  those  people  along  the  line  were 
people  from  Philadelphia  or  Pittsburgh  or 
Detroit  where  so  many  Ukrainian-Ameri- 
cans  live,  where  so  many  Ukrainian-Ameri- 
cans  are  with  me  in  the  remarks  I’ve  made 
here  today. 

This  has  been  a  great  experience  for  Bar¬ 
bara  and  me  to  be  here.  We  salute  you.  We 
salute  the  changes  that  we  see.  I  remember 
the  French  expression,  vive  la  difference , 
and  I  see  different  churnings  around  this 
Chamber,  and  that  is  exactly  the  way  it 
ought  to  be.  One  guy  wants  this  and  an¬ 
other  one  that.  That’s  the  way  the  process 
works  when  you’re  open  and  free,  compet¬ 
ing  with  ideas  to  see  who  is  going  to 
emerge  correct  and  who  can  do  the  most 
for  the  people  in  Ukraine. 

And  so,  for  us  this  has  been  a  wonderful 
trip,  albeit  far  too  short.  And  may  I  simply 
say,  may  God  bless  the  people  of  Ukraine. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:55  p.m.  in 
Session  Hall  of  the  Supreme  Soviet  Build¬ 
ing. 
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Remarks  at  the  Babi  Yar  Memorial  in  Kiev,  Soviet  Union 
August  1,  1991 


Thank  you,  Chairman  Kravchuk.  And  to 
our  special  guests  today,  the  survivors  of  the 
Babi  Yar  massacres  and  the  Ukrainians  who 
helped  rescue  them,  it  is  my  great  honor  to 
be  here  today. 

We  come  to  Babi  Yar  to  remember.  We 
remember  violence  and  valor;  we  remem¬ 
ber  prejudice  and  selflessness.  At  Babi  Yar, 
in  the  vast  quiet  here,  something  larger 
than  life  assails  us:  the  shadows  of  past  evil, 
the  light  of  past  virtue.  The  wind  that 
shakes  the  leaves  bears  a  special  weight,  as 
if  whispering  warnings  and  cautions,  telling 
tales  of  victims  and  villains,  cowards  and 
heroes. 

Babi  Yar  stands  as  a  monument  to  many 
things.  It  reminds  us  that  history  gives  our 
lives  meaning  and  continuity  and  that  any 
nation  that  tries  to  repudiate  history,  tries 
to  ignore  the  actors  and  events  that  shape 
it,  only  repudiates  itself. 

For  many  years,  the  tragedy  of  Babi  Yar 
went  unacknowledged,  but  no  more.  You 
soon  will  place  a  plaque  on  this  site  that 
acknowledges  the  genocide  against  Jews, 
the  slaughter  of  gypsies,  the  wanton  murder 
of  Communists,  Christians,  of  anyone  who 
dared  oppose  the  Nazi  madman’s  fantasies. 

Babi  Yar  reminds  us  of  the  sheer  stupidity 
of  prejudice.  Here  we  think  about  people  of 
great  promise  and  talent,  young  men  and 
women  who  would  have  become  doctors  or 
physicists,  athletes  or  artists,  mothers,  fa¬ 
thers.  All  died  because  a  maniac  in  Berlin 
wanted  to  exterminate  their  kind. 

The  statue  here  testifies  to  an  important 
truth.  Just  as  bricks  and  stones  shape  great 
monuments,  families  shape  nations.  The 
love  of  parents,  the  trust  of  children,  the 
blessings  of  life  and  learning,  these  things 
give  life  meaning.  They  give  society  its 
character.  They  give  nations  a  sense  of  des¬ 
tiny  and  purpose. 

Here  at  Babi  Yar,  Nazis  set  out  to  destroy 
families  and  faiths,  set  out  to  destroy  the 
soul  of  a  nation.  And  here,  on  September 
29,  1941,  soldiers  forced  men,  women,  and 
children  to  undergo  a  ritual  of  humiliation 
and  death.  Victims  stopped  first  to  empty 


their  pockets  and  place  their  valuables  in 
heaps  on  the  ground,  and  then  moved  for¬ 
ward  to  another  place  where  they  had  to 
remove  their  clothing,  which  Nazis  folded 
in  neat  piles — booty  for  the  Fuehrer. 

And  then  shivering,  they  moved  to  the 
edge  of  the  ravine  where  marksmen  mur¬ 
dered  their  prey,  letting  the  bodies  tumble 
into  long,  deep  pits.  For  36  hours,  rifle  re¬ 
ports  and  shrill  human  cries  shattered  the 
calm.  Nazis  tried  to  drown  out  that  horror 
by  playing  dance  music  over  loudspeakers. 
And  despite  this  macabre  ritual,  screams 
made  their  way  into  the  hearts  of  towns¬ 
people — and  to  the  pages  of  history. 

When  the  first  round  of  shooting  stopped, 
more  than  33,000  bodies  lay  in  the  pit,  and 
many  more  people  had  committed  suicide 
rather  than  undergoing  the  humiliating  exe¬ 
cution  rites.  Within  18  months,  nearly 
100,000  people  perished  here. 

Miraculously,  a  few  managed  to  escape, 
several  of  whom  have  joined  us  today,  along 
with  several  people  who  helped  protect  the 
victims  of  the  massacre  at  Babi  Yar.  And  I 
think  it  would  be  most  appropriate  to  ask 
them  to  stand  so  we  may  honor  them. 

Abraham  Lincoln  once  said,  “We  cannot 
escape  history.”  Mikhail  Gorbachev  has  pro¬ 
moted  truth  in  history.  Here’s  the  quote: 
“Not  to  settle  political  scores,  or  cause  suf¬ 
fering,  but  to  render  due  tribute  to  every¬ 
thing  that  was  heroic  in  the  past  and  to 
learn  lessons  from  mistakes  and  miscalcula¬ 
tions.” 

Today  we  stand  at  Babi  Yar  and  wrestle 
with  awful  truth.  We  marvel  at  the  incredi¬ 
ble  extremes  of  human  behavior.  And  we 
make  solemn  vows: 

We  vow  this  sort  of  murder  will  never 
happen  again. 

We  vow  never  to  let  the  forces  of  bigotry 
and  hatred  assert  themselves  without  oppo¬ 
sition. 

And  we  vow  to  ensure  a  future  dedicated 
to  freedom  and  individual  liberty  rather 
then  to  mob  violence  and  tyranny. 

And  we  vow  that  whenever  our  devotion 
to  principle  wanes,  we  will  think  of  this 
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place.  We  will  remember  that  evil  flour¬ 
ishes  when  good  men  and  women  refuse  to 
defend  virtue. 

Let  me  quote  the  poet  Yevtushenko, 
whose  poem  about  Babi  Yar  helped  restore 
remembrance  of  this  place  and  of  its  histo¬ 
ry.  Here’s  what  he  wrote:  “On  Babi  Yar 
weeds  rustle;  the  tall  trees,  like  judges, 
loom  and  threaten.  All  screams  in  silence;  I 
take  off  my  cap  and  feel  that  I  am  slowly 
turning  gray.  And  I,  too,  have  become  a 
soundless  cry  over  the  thousands  that  lie 
buried  here.  I  am  each  old  man  slaugh¬ 
tered,  each  child  shot.  None  of  me  will 
forget.” 

None  of  us  will  ever  forget. 

The  Holocaust  occurred  because  good 
men  and  women  averted  their  eyes  from 


unprecedented  evil.  And  the  Nazis  fell 
when  good  men  and  women  opened  their 
eyes,  summoned  their  courage  and  faith, 
and  fought  for  democracy,  liberty,  and  jus¬ 
tice  and  decency.  This  memorial  proves 
that  eventually  the  forces  of  good  and  of 
truth  will  rise  in  triumph.  No  matter  how 
bleak  our  lives  may  seem,  this  fact  should 
comfort  us.  It  should  inspire  us  to  spare 
future  generations  from  horrors  like  the  one 
that  claimed  nearly  100,000  souls  at  Babi 
Yar. 

May  God  bless  you  all.  May  God  bless 
Ukraine  and  its  wonderful  people,  and  may 
God  bless  the  memories  of  Babi  Yar. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:25  p.m.  in 
front  of  the  memorial. 


Remarks  on  the  Middle  East  Peace  Talks  in  Kiev,  Soviet  Union 

August  1 ,  1991 


The  President  - a  wire  service  report 

that  Prime  Minister  Shamir  has  accepted 
and  they  will  attend  this  conference.  I’ve 
not  yet  had  a  chance — just  got  on  the 
plane — have  not  had  a  chance  to  talk  to 
Secretary  Baker,  but  this  indeed  is  good 
news  if  that  report  is  accurate.  And  I  hope 
it  is,  assume  it  is. 

And  there’s  still  a  lot  of  hard  work  ahead, 
but  this  is  bound  to  be  good  news  for  peace 
in  the  Middle  East.  And  I’m  very,  very 
pleased  that  the  hard  work  on  many  par¬ 
ties,  especially  our  Secretary  of  State,  looks 
like  it  may  be  coming  to  fruition.  So,  let’s 
mark  this  one  up  as  good  tidings,  and  I 
hope  that  things  go  forward  right  now  in  a 
good  way. 

Q.  How  did  you  solve  the  Palestinian 
issue,  Mr.  President? 


The  President.  I  leave  all  the  details  to 
the  Secretary,  at  least  until  I  have  chance  to 
talk  to  the  Secretary.  All  I’ve  heard  was  a 
service  report,  a  wire  service  report  that 
Prime  Minister  Shamir  has  accepted.  And  I 
assume  that’s  the  way — under  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  were  presented  to  him.  And  if  so, 
that’s  very  good. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  if - 

,  The  President.  That’s  all  I’ve  got.  I  don’t 
know  enough  about  it  to  comment  any¬ 
more,  except  to  say  I  think  it’s  very  good 
and  we’ll  have  more  on  that  later. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7  p.m.  aboard 
Air  Force  One ,  prior  to  his  departure  for 
Washington,  DC.  In  his  remarks,  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Shamir  of 
Israel 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  International  Convention 
on  Oil  Pollution  Preparedness,  Response  and  Co-operation 
August  1,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  the 
International  Convention  on  Oil  Pollution 
Preparedness,  Response  and  Co-operation, 
1990,  with  Annex,  adopted  at  London  No¬ 
vember  30,  1990.  I  also  transmit,  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  of  the 
Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the 
Convention. 

The  Exxon  Valdez  experience  demon¬ 
strated  that  catastrophic  oil  spills  have  the 
potential  to  overwhelm  the  resources  of  any 
single  nation.  The  Convention  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  new  international  environmental 
agreement  that  establishes  a  global  frame¬ 
work  for  cooperation  among  nations  whose 
resources,  knowledge,  and  expertise  are 
available  to  share  in  preparing  for  and  com¬ 


batting  such  spills. 

The  Convention,  which  was  signed  by  the 
United  States  on  November  30,  1990,  sub¬ 
ject  to  ratification,  was  developed  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  U.S.  initiative  at  the  Paris  Eco¬ 
nomic  Summit  in  July  1989.  When  in  force, 
the  global  response  coordination  mecha¬ 
nism  created  by  the  Convention  will  make 
a  significant  contribution  to  minimizing 
damage  from  major  oil  pollution  incidents 
and  to  the  protection  of  the  marine  envi¬ 
ronment.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the 
Senate  give  early  and  favorable  consider¬ 
ation  to  the  Convention  and  give  its  advice 
and  consent  to  ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

August  1,  1991. 


Presidential  Determination  No.  91-47 — Memorandum  on  Trade 
With  the  Soviet  Union 
August  2,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 
Subject:  Determination  under  Section 
405(a)  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974,  as 
Amended — the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me 
under  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  (Public  Law 
93-618,  January  3,  1975;  88  Stat.  1978),  as 
amended  (the  ‘Trade  Act”),  I  determine, 
pursuant  to  section  405(a)  of  the  Trade  Act, 
that  the  “Agreement  on  Trade  Relations 
Between  the  United  States  of  America  and 


the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics”  will 
promote  the  purposes  of  the  Trade  Act  and 
is  in  the  national  interest. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  trans¬ 
mit  copies  of  this  determination  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  Members  of  Congress  and  to  pub¬ 
lish  it  in  the  Federal  Register. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter ,  9:41  a.m, .,  August  14,  1991] 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  Soviet-United  States  Trade 
August  2,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

In  accordance  with  section  407  of  the 
Trade  Act  of  1974  (Public  Law  93-618,  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1975;  88  Stat.  1978),  as  amended 
(the  “Trade  Act”),  I  am  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  proclamation  that  extends  nondiscrim- 
inatory  treatment  to  the  products  of  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics.  As  an 
annex  to  the  proclamation,  I  also  enclose 
the  text  of  the  “Agreement  on  Trade  Rela¬ 
tions  Between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics,”  which  I  signed  on  June  1,  1990,  in¬ 
cluding  related  annexes  and  exchanges  of 
letters. 

Implementation  of  this  Agreement  will 
strengthen  political  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  and 
produce  economic  benefits  for  both  coun¬ 
tries.  It  will  also  give  further  impetus  to  the 
progress  we  have  made  in  our  overall  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  over  the  last  several  years, 
and  help  to  reinforce  political  and  econom¬ 
ic  reform  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

I  believe  that  the  Agreement  is  consistent 
with  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Trade  Act.  It  provides  for  mutual  extension 
of  nondiscriminatory  tariff  treatment,  while 
seeking  to  ensure  overall  reciprocity  of  eco¬ 
nomic  benefits.  It  includes  safeguard  ar¬ 
rangements  designed  to  ensure  that  imports 
from  the  Soviet  Union  will  not  disrupt  the 
U.S.  market. 

The  Agreement  also  confirms  and  ex¬ 
pands  for  American  businesses  certain  basic 
rights  in  conducting  commercial  transac¬ 
tions  both  within  the  Soviet  Union  and  with 
Soviet  nationals  and  business  entities.  Other 
provisions  include  those  dealing  with  settle¬ 
ment  of  commercial  disputes,  financial 
transactions,  and  government  commercial 
offices.  Through  this  Agreement,  the  Soviet 
Union  also  undertakes  obligations  to  mod¬ 


ernize  and  upgrade  very  substantially  its 
protection  of  all  forms  of  intellectual  prop¬ 
erty  rights.  Once  fully  implemented,  the 
Soviet  intellectual  property  regime  will  be 
on  a  par  with  that  of  our  principal  trading 
partners. 

I  note  that  the  proclamation  also  extends 
nondiscriminatory  treatment  to  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania.  This 
in  no  way  affects  the  long-standing  U.S. 
policy  of  not  recognizing  the  forcible  incor¬ 
poration  of  the  Baltic  States  into  the  Soviet 
Union  and  of  continuing  to  support  their 
legitimate  aspirations. 

On  December  29,  1990,  I  waived  applica¬ 
tion  of  subsections  (a)  and  (b)  of  section  402 
of  the  Trade  Act  with  respect  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  On  June  3,  1991,  I  recommended  an 
extension  of  the  waiver  authority  in  section 
402.  I  included  with  this  recommendation 
my  determination  that  the  continuation  of 
the  waiver  in  effect  for  the  Soviet  Union 
would  substantially  promote  the  objectives 
of  section  402. 

I  urge  that  the  Congress  act  as  soon  as 
possible  to  approve  the  “Agreement  on 
Trade  Relations  Between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics”  and  the  proclamation  extending 
nondiscriminatory  treatment  to  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics,  Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania  by  en¬ 
actment  of  a  joint  resolution,  referred  to  in 
section  151  of  the  Trade  Act. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate.  The  proclamation  is  listed  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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Nomination  of  B.  Robert  Okun  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 

Education 

August  2,  1991 


The  President  has  nominated  B.  Robert 
Okun,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Legislation  and  Con¬ 
gressional  Affairs  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education.  He  would  succeed  Nancy  Mohr 
Kennedy. 

Currently  Mr.  Okun  serves  as  a  consult¬ 
ant  for  the  U.S  Department  of  Education  in 


Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  he  served  as 
executive  director  of  the  House  Republican 
Conference,  1989-1991. 

Mr.  Okun  graduated  from  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty  (A.B.,  1981).  He  was  born  October  24, 
1959,  in  Glen  Cove,  NY.  Mr.  Okun  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  Cyprus 
August  2,  1991 


Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  and  President 
Ozal  have  informed  President  Bush  that 
Greece  and  Turkey  have  agreed  to  attend  a 
well-prepared  meeting  concerning  Cyprus. 

The  meeting  would  be  convened  and 
chaired  by  the  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General  under  his  Security  Council  man¬ 
date.  Greek  and  Turkish  leaders  will  work 
in  support  of  the  Secretary-General’s  efforts 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
August  2,  1991 

The  President.  Today,  August  2,  provides 
an  opportunity  for  all  Americans  to  reflect 
upon  the  past  year.  It  was  just  12  months 
ago  today  that  Saddam  Hussein,  lacking 
provocation  or  cause,  ordered  an  attack 
upon  Iraq’s  small  and  defenseless  neighbor, 
Kuwait.  What  followed,  the  world  now 
knows,  was  a  nightmare  of  brutal  occupa¬ 
tion,  a  nightmare  that  only  came  to  an  end 
several  months  ago.  What  liberated  Kuwait 
was  an  unprecedented  effort,  one  that 
brought  together  most  of  the  international 
community,  initially  in  support  of  sanctions, 
ultimately  in  support  of  military  force,  and 
always  consistent  with  the  principles  and 
resolutions  of  the  United  Nations. 

Our  task  has  not  ended.  We  must  ensure 


to  narrow  differences  in  advance  of  it.  The 
meeting  is  planned  for  September  in  the 
United  States,  provided  that  adequate 
progress  in  the  effort  to  narrow  those  differ¬ 
ences  is  made  in  the  meantime. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Constantinos  Mitsotakis  of  Greece  and 
President  Turgut  Ozal  of  Turkey. 


that  Iraq  complies  fully  with  all  U.N.  resolu¬ 
tions  and  eliminates  its  weapons  of  mass 
destruction.  And  we  must  work  to  reinte¬ 
grate  Iraq  and  its  people  into  the  region 
once  the  Iraqi  people  choose  new  leader¬ 
ship. 

Most  significantly  on  this  August  2d,  we 
note  that  two  new  opportunities  for  peace 
have  emerged  as  a  biproduct  of  our  efforts 
in  the  Gulf.  In  the  Middle  East,  we’re  close 
to  convening  a  conference  this  October  that 
will  launch  direct  talks  among  Israel,  the 
Palestinians,  and  the  Arab  States.  I  welcome 
Prime  Minister  Shamir’s  statement  that  he 
supports  our  proposal,  and  I  call  upon  Israel 
and  the  Palestinians  to  clear  away  remain¬ 
ing  obstacles  and  seize  this  truly  historic 
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opportunity  for  peace. 

And  I’m  pleased,  too,  on  another  front, 
that  Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Ozal  have  informed  me  that  Greece 
and  Turkey  have  agreed  to  attend  a  meet¬ 
ing  concerning  Cyprus.  This  meeting  would 
be  well-prepared  and  both  convened  and 
chaired  by  the  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General  under  his  Security  Council  man¬ 
date.  Greek  and  Turkish  leaders  will  work 
in  support  of  the  Secretary-General’s  efforts 
in  advance  of  the  meeting,  planned  for  Sep¬ 
tember  in  the  United  States,  provided  that 
adequate  progress  is  made  narrowing  differ¬ 
ences  before  then. 

That’s  the  end  of  the  statement,  and  I’ll 
be  glad  to  take  just  a  few  questions.  Helen 
[Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International], 
I  understand  you  have  the  first  question. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 
Q.  Mr.  President,  you’re  on  the  record 
several  times  saying  that  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  U.N.  Resolutions  242  and  338,  land- 
for-peace,  should  be  the  basis  of  ending  this 
40-year  conflict.  Do  you  still  feel  that  way? 

The  President  Well,  the  United  States  has 
not  changed  its  position  on  242  and  338,  of 
course.  But  the  point  now  is  not  to  further 
elaborate  on  how  we  think  the  outcome 
should  be;  this  is  a  matter  to  be  negotiated. 
But  the  United  States  policy  hasn’t 
changed. 

Q.  But  you  admit  that  there  has  to  be 
concessions  on  both  sides,  though. 

The  President  I  would  leave  that  for  the 
discussions.  One  way  to  avoid  progress  is  to 
start  spelling  out  what  should  happen  or 
how  it  should  work  before  the  parties  sit 
down.  The  big  news  and  the  important 
news  is,  there  seems  to  be  agreement  on 
this  conference.  And  I’ll  tell  you,  people  all 
around  the  world  are  hoping  that  this 
proves  to  be  true.  We  don’t  want  to  miss 
this  opportunity  for  peace. 

POW’s/ MIA’s 

Q.  Sir,  you  were  shot  down  and  you  know 
what  it’s  like.  And  if  you  had  been  captured 
and  they  had  not  come  after  you,  it  would 
have  been  pretty  bad,  wouldn’t  it?  I 
wonder  how  you  feel  about  the  possibility 
that  there  are  still  alive  people  over  there 
who  were  captured  who  might  be  in  Cam¬ 


bodia  or  Laos - 

The  President  Yes. 

Q .  - or  Vietnam.  And  did  you  ask  the 

Soviets  about  any  prisoners  they  might  have 
from  past  World  Wars? 

The  President  Yes,  we  raised  that  with 
the  Soviets.  They’ve  maintained  before  and 
I  would  expect  maintain  again  that  they 
know  of  no  American  prisoners.  But  look, 
you’re  talking  to  one  who  was  almost  taken 
prisoner,  and  I  think  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment  should  run  down  every  single  lead. 
As  General  Scowcroft  said  the  other  day, 
and  I  back  him  fully,  there’s  no  hard  evi¬ 
dence  of  prisoners  being  alive.  And  for 
those  who  are  unscrupulously  raising  the 
hopes  of  families  by  fraud,  that  should  be 
really  condemned.  You  talk  about  some¬ 
thing  brutal  to  a  family,  that’s  about  as 
cruel  as  you  can  do.  However,  if  there’s  any 
hard  evidence,  it  will  be  pursued  and  run  to 
the  ground.  And  our  policy  has  always  been 
based  on  the  assumption  that  until  we  can 
account  for  every  person  missing  that  we 
have  to  run  down  these  leads  to  prove  that 
nobody  is  held. 

But,  Sarah  [Sarah  McClendon,  McClen¬ 
don  News],  I’ve  got  to  be  careful  that  I 
don’t  do  what  some  have  done  and  mali¬ 
ciously  raise  the  hopes  of  families.  And  yet, 
I  want  to  reassure  those  families  our  Gov¬ 
ernment,  our  Defense  Department,  they’re 
going  to  go  the  extra  mile  to  find  out  if 
there’s  anything  there.  And  if  anybody  has 
any  hard  evidence,  please  bring  it  forward. 

So,  you  hit  me  on  something  that  really  I 
feel  strongly  about  in  my  heart. 

Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  Associated  Press]? 

’92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  tomorrow  you’ve  sum¬ 
moned  your  top  political  advisers  to  Camp 
David  to  talk  about  the  reelection  campaign 
in  1992.  Does  this  mean  that  you’ve  made 
the  decision  to  run  again? 

The  President  No.  No  firm  decision  in 
that  regard.  But  I’m  going  away  next  week 
for  a  vacation,  and  I’m  very  happy  about 
that,  incidentally.  And  before  I  went  I 
wanted  to  get  some  advisers  together  to 
talk  about  1992.  But  there  will  be  no  deci¬ 
sions  as  to  organization;  there  will  be  no 
decision  as  to  issues.  There  will  be  no  firm 


1014 


A  dm  inistra  tion  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Aug.  2 


decisions.  For  me,  it’s  a  listening  session.  I 
wanted  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  before  I  go 
up  to  Maine. 

It’s  not  inclusive,  incidentally.  Most  of  the 
people  that  will  be  there  will  be  from 
around  the  Washington  area.  And  of  course, 
as  you  look  down  the  road  at  a  possible 
1992  race,  there  are  people  all  over  this 
country  to  whom  I  owe  the  very  fact  I’m 
standing  here  who  won’t  be  there.  So,  it’s 
that  kind  of  a  listening  session.  And  the  last 
thing  I  want  to  do  is  project  a  sense  of 
arrogance  or  unconcern  about  the  tough 
task  that  lies  ahead  if  I  decide  to  be  a  candi¬ 
date,  and  this  is  a  good  way  to  start  a  little 
more  formal  listening  project.  But  that’s 
about  all. 

Do  you  want  a  followup  to  that? 

Q.  Yes.  Mrs.  Bush  has  raised  some  person¬ 
al  concerns.  She  said  she  supports  whatever 
you  want  to  do.  But  can  you  foresee  any¬ 
thing  that  might  make  you  decide  not  to 
run? 

The  President  No.  I’ll  be  honest:  The  only 
thing  would  be  a  health  problem,  and  I 
don’t  have  one  right  now.  But  I  mean,  it 
wouldn’t  be  fair  to  the  American  people  to 
ask  to  be  reelected,  knowing  that  you,  in 
your  heart  of  hearts,  might  feel  you 
couldn’t  finish  the  job.  But  I  don’t  feel  that 
way.  I  think  the  doctors  whom  report  regu¬ 
larly,  it  seems  to  me — [laughter] — I’m  very 
sorry  about  that.  That’s  a  third  dog  and 
we’ve  already  got  two.  I  don’t  know  what 
she’s  doing  here.  Where  were  we?  I  was 
answering  a  serious — oh,  the  health. 
[Laughter]  My  memory.  [Laughter] 

Well,  look,  if  you  had  a  dog  run  across  in 
front  of  you  like  that — health  is  good,  and 
Barbara  leveled  with  people  the  other  day. 
I’ve  tried  to  level  with  them.  I  would  not 
masquerade  or  hide  on  a  question  of  that 
significance.  And  frankly,  Rita,  that’s  about 
the  only  thing  I  can  think  of  that  would 
make  me  change  my  mind.  Sometimes  I 
feel,  let’s  go,  all  right,  let’s  join  forces— 
particularly  when  I  listen  to  some  of  the 
charges  that  take  place  by  the  Democrats 
who  now  seem  to  have  a  concerted  policy, 
and  that  policy  is  to  tear  down  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Otherwise  very  nice  Senators — 
[laughter] — now  reverting  to  out-of-charac¬ 
ter  attacks;  they  really  are. 

You  look  at  the  people  that  are  going 


ballistic  out  there  and  they’re  not  that  kind 
of  guy,  but  they’ve  got  a  game  plan  now. 
So,  sometimes  I  feel  the  juices  start  flowing. 
But  it’s  a  little  early  for  that.  I  haven’t  even 
been  on  vacation  yet.  Wait  until  I  come 
back  all  ready  to  charge. 

Yeah,  Charles  [Charles  Bierbauer,  Cable 
News  Network]. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  talk  about  a  con¬ 
tinuing  need  to  replace  the  leadership  in 
Iraq.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Gorbachev  discuss 
this?  This  is  one  element  we  haven’t  heard 
of  your  discussions.  And  to  what  degree  do 
you  still  have  Soviet  support  in  dealing  with 
Iraq? 

The  President  I  think  the  Soviets  are  as 
interested  as  anybody  else  in  seeing  Iraq 
comply  fully  with  the  United  Nations  reso¬ 
lutions.  I  did  have  a  chance  to  discuss  at  the 
meeting  we  had  outside  of  Moscow  the  feel¬ 
ings  that  I’ve  expressed  here  and  that  I’ve 
expressed  before  about  the  need  to  change 
Iraq’s  leadership,  the  fact  that  there  will  not 
be  normalized  relations  with  the  United 
States,  anyway,  as  long  as  Saddam  Hussein 
is  in  power. 

But  I  want  to  keep  repeating,  Charles, 
this:  Look,  the  argument  isn’t  with  the 
people  of  Iraq;  the  argument  isn’t  with  the 
other  leaders  in  Iraq.  The  argument  is  with 
Saddam  Hussein.  If  the  military  talked  him 
into  stepping  aside  and  getting  out  of  there, 
I’d  give  them  a  real  break  as  far  as  U.S. 
policy  goes.  I’d  start  over  and  say:  All  right, 
now  you  prove  to  us  that  you  want  to  live 
within  the  family  of  nations  peacefully.  You 
show  me  now  that  you’re  going  to  comply 
with  these  resolutions,  and  we’re  going  to 
give  you  every  benefit  of  the  doubt.  So,  the 
argument  still  is  with  Saddam  Hussein,  and 
I  don’t  know  of  one  single  defender  that  he 
has  anywhere  around  the  world  anymore. 

Q.  Well,  does  Mr.  Gorbachev  agree  with 
you  that  he  must  go,  and  did  you  contem¬ 
plate  any  steps - 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  know  that.  I 
don’t  want  to  put  words  in  his  mouth  about 
whether  he  agrees  or  not,  but  you  asked 
whether  we  had  a  chance  to  discuss  it,  and 
we  sure  had  a  chance.  He  gave  me  every 
chance  to  tell  him  how  strongly  I  feel  about 
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it. 

Q.  So,  what  do  you  do  next? 

The  President  That’s  the  third  question, 
and  we  don’t  know.  It’s  a  good  question, 
though.  What  we  do  is  keep  pressing  for 
full  implementation  of  these  resolutions. 
Look,  it’s  not  all  negative.  There  has  been 
some  compliance.  I  continue  to  feel,  based 
on  good  evidence,  that  they  are  hiding  in¬ 
formation,  that  they  are  begrudgingly 
giving  up  information,  and  so  I  would  call 
upon  them  to  be  far  more  cooperative  than 
they’ve  been. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  Palestinians, 
what  is  the  latest  with  Jim  Baker  and  how 
he’s  resolving  the  issue  with  the  Palestin¬ 
ians? 

The  President  Well,  I  would  just  leave 
that  for  him  to  make  an  announcement  at 
the  appropriate  time.  There’s  some  sensi¬ 
tive  negotiations  going  on.  It  would  not  be 
helpful  for  me  to  talk  about  formulas,  what 
the  U.S.  is  trying  to  do  on  all  of  this.  We’re 
involved  in  a  process  of  real  diplomacy 
here,  and  I  should  have  said  at  the  outset 
that  I’m  just  not  going  to  go  into  details  of 
that  nature. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  new  unemployment  fig¬ 
ures  out  today  show  the  jobless  rate  remain¬ 
ing  high.  In  light  of  that,  are  you  willing  to 
extend  unemployment  benefits,  as  the 
Senate  has  suggested,  and  more  broadly, 
what  do  you  intend  to  do  about  the  econo¬ 
my? 

The  President  Let  me  say  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  I  was  delighted  to  see  the  un¬ 
employment  come  down  from  7  to  6.8  per¬ 
cent.  Still  too  high,  but  moving  in  the  right 
direction.  So,  the  bill — I  don’t  have  a  bill  on 
my  desk  yet.  Senator  Dole  had  a  very  good 
approach.  The  last  thing  we  want  to  do  is 
break  the  budget  agreement  and  spend  out¬ 
side  to  increase  the  deficit.  I  do  not  want  to 
see  higher  interest  rates  that  would  have  a 
devastating  effect  on  this  economy,  and 
that’s  what  would  result  if  we  go  and  pass  a 
lot  of  legislation  that  busts  the  budget 
agreement.  So,  wait  until  I  see  what  the 
House  does  and  what  legislation  comes  this 
way.  But  I  like  the  Dole  approach;  I  sup¬ 


port  him  for  that. 

I  don’t  read  the  unemployment  news  as 
anything  but  very  good  news  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people. 

Q.  Do  you  think  lower  interest  rates  are 
needed  at  this  point? 

The  President  Well,  I’ve  always  been  a 
low  interest  rate  man,  but  I  don’t  want  to 
make  this  a  clarion  call,  standing  here  at 
this  moment  for  the  Fed  to  reduce  the 
rates — short-term  rates.  But  I  must  say,  I 
think  inflation  has  been  pretty  well  under 
control.  I’d  still  like  to  see  it  lower,  of 
course.  But  I  want  jobs  and  I  want  growth. 
And  I  think  the  people  that  are  out  of  work 
that  could  have  a  job  if  the  economy  was 
more  robust.  So,  you  ask  me,  do  I  lean  in 
favor  of  lower  or  higher  rates.  That  would 
be  a  very  easy  question,  and  I’d  say  lower. 
But  I  want  to  wait  and  see  now  how  this 
unemployment  news  is  received  by  the 
markets.  But  basically,  I  think  we  can  afford 
to  have  lower  rates.  I  want  to  keep  the 
economy  growing. 

Yes,  two  over  here  in  the  front. 

HIV  Policy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  favor  maintain¬ 
ing  that  4-year  ban  on  immigration  for 
those  contaminated  with  the  HIV  virus? 

The  President  I’m  sorry,  I  have  not  had  a 
chance  to  talk  to  the  key  administration  of¬ 
ficials  on  that,  which  would  be  the  people 
at  NIH  and  the  HHS  Secretary.  There’s 
been  some  movement  on  it  since  I’ve  been 
gone,  but  I  just  am  not  prepared  to  an¬ 
nounce  our  policy  firmly  at  this  time. 

Women  in  Combat 

Q.  Congress  yesterday  lifted  the  ban  on 
restriction  of  women  in  combat.  Are  you  in 
favor  of  that? 

The  President  Well,  again,  I  don’t  want  to 
dodge  behind  my  absence,  but  I  don’t  think 
it  did  on  all  combat  assignments,  as  I  see  it. 

Q . - for  pilots. 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  there  are 
some  darn  good  women  pilots  out  there, 
and  I  have  no  particular  hangups  on  that. 
But  I  want  to  see — I  want  to  hear  from  the 
Secretary  of  Defense,  the  members  of  the 
Joint  Chiefs  on  all  of  these  things.  That’s  the 
way  you  make  prudent  decisions  around 
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here.  Sometimes  it’s  considered  a  little 
overly  cautious,  but  I  think  on  something  of 
this  nature  I  really  want  to  hear,  certainly, 
from  General  Powell  and  Secretary  Cheney. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  consider  East 
Jerusalem  to  be  occupied  territory  subject 
to  the  U.N.  resolution? 

The  President.  Hey,  listen,  you  must  have 
missed  what  I  said  earlier  here  about  trying 
to  get  something  going.  This  is  no  time  to 
go  into  contentious  issues,  representational 
issues.  The  policy  of  the  United  States  is 
clear.  But  what  we’ve  got  to  do  now  is  be 
this  catalyst  to  get  people  talking.  And  for 
me  to  go  into  issues  of  that  nature  at  this 
point,  I’m  simply  not  going  to  do  that. 

We’ve  got  a  couple  more.  Marlin  is  fran¬ 
tic  here. 

Cuba 

Q.  At  the  summit,  did  you  ask  President 
Gorbachev  to  cut  off  military  assistance  to 
Cuba,  and  if  so,  what  did  he  tell  you? 

The  President  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
tell  him  that  one  way  the  Soviet  Union 
would  have  vastly  improved  receptivity 
here  would  be  to  do  exactly  that.  It’s  a  bit 
of  an  anomaly  as  the  Soviet  Union  is 
moving  toward  democracy  and  freedom 
and  for  political  participation  to  have  one 
sore  thumb  sticking  out  in  this  hemisphere, 
a  sore  thumb  that  is  being  financed  by  the 
Soviet  Union.  They  do  say,  and  I  think  with 
some  merit,  that  they  have  significantly  re¬ 
duced  their  contributions  to  Cuba.  But  look, 
I’d  love  to  see  them  eliminated,  and  he 
gave  me  every  chance  in  the  world  to  ex¬ 
press  my  position  on  that. 

Iraq 

Q.  Did  Gorbachev  give  you  any  type  of 
commitment  on  whether  or  not  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  resuming  use  of  force  against 
Iraq  if  Iraq  doesn’t  comply  with  uncovering 
all  of  those  nuclear  weapons? 

The  President.  I  think  without  going  into 
some  confidential  talks,  to  paraphrase,  I 
think  he’s  hopeful  that  that  wouldn’t  even 
be  necessary,  that  Iraq  would  comply.  I’m 
not  as  relaxed  on  it. 


Northern  Territories 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  raise  the  Kuril 
Island  issue?  If  so,  what  was  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev’s  response? 

The  President  The  Northern  Territories? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President.  Yes,  it  was  raised  publicly 
and  privately.  I  wasn’t  pushing  for  some 
answer;  I  was  saying  that  we  support  the 
Japanese  position,  and  I  think  he  under¬ 
stands  that. 

Civil  Rights 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  are  your  specific 
objections  to  Senator  Danforth’s  civil  rights 
compromise? 

The  President.  I  haven’t  seen  Jack  Dan¬ 
forth’s  last  position.  I  will  say  that  I  thought 
the  letter  I  sent  up  answered  the  one  condi¬ 
tion  that  he  told  me  existed,  the  one  differ¬ 
ence  that  existed.  When  he  came  in  here, 
he  said  there’s  one  difference.  And  I  had 
hoped  that  the  answer  that  I  sent  to  him, 
based  on  the  Attorney  General’s  opinions, 
would  answer  it.  Apparently  it  has  not  done 
that.  But  look,  we’ll  keep  talking  about  this, 
and  I  salute  Jack  Danforth.  In  the  first 
place,  I  respect  him;  in  the  second  place,  I 
know  he’s  coming  at  this  as  a  matter  of 
conscience.  I  think  he  also  knows  that  I 
want  to  get  a  civil  rights  bill.  And  I  don’t 
want  to  miss  this  opportunity  to  say  how 
grateful  all  of  us  are  who  strongly  support 
this  good  man,  Clarence  Thomas,  how 
grateful  we  are  to  Jack  Danforth  for  his  key 
leadership  role.  There’s  not  many  Senators 
up  there  that  have  more  respect. 

But  I’ll  keep  talking  about  this  civil  rights 
matter  with  him.  We’ve  got  some  time 
now.  As  I  say,  I  thought  I  had  replifed  to 
what  he  said  was  the  one  problem.  It  boils 
down  to  something  like  education — what 
kind  of  educational  requirements  an  em¬ 
ployer  can  put  on.  And  Jack  was  worried 
that  if  you  have  an  entry-level  job — you 
know,  say  a  cleaning-up  job  somewhere — 
that  you  shouldn’t  deny  a  man  work  be¬ 
cause  of  requiring  a  high  school  diploma  for 
that.  And  I  thought  that  what  we  did  in  our 
letter  was  to  make  clear  to  him  that  that’s 
not  what  our  interpretation  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  would  do  and  that  there’s  ways  to 
waive  that  in  the  legislative  history  so  that 
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you  can  have  entry-level  jobs  that  do  not 
require  education. 

Having  said  that,  I  want  to  see  excellence 
in  education.  I  want  to  see  more  people  get 
high  school  diplomas.  I  want  to  see  more 
people  have  an  incentive  to  get  a  better 
education.  And  that’s  why  the  approach 
that  we’ve  been  taking,  I  think,  was  a  good 
one. 

But,  again,  I  can’t  fault  Jack  Danforth’s 
integrity,  his  honor,  and  I  will  look  carefully 
at  his  response,  which  apparently  is  on  its 
way  down  here. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  initial  market  re¬ 
sponse  has  been  one  of  concern  to  the  un¬ 
employment  figures — concern  that  perhaps 
the  recovery  has  been  shaky  and  that  the 
decline  is  essentially  a  reflection  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  giving  up  hope,  not  even  applying  for 
unemployment. 

The  President  Not  even  what? 

Q.  Applying  for  unemployment. 

The  President  Well,  if  they  aren’t  even 
applying  for  unemployment  and  they’re  en¬ 
titled  to  it,  then  I  don’t  think  we  need  fur¬ 
ther  unemployment  benefits.  What  I  do 
think  is  that  the  economy  is  recovering  and 
it’s  moving  forward.  And  if  they’re  not  even 
applying  for  the  benefits  that  are  already 
there,  I  wouldn’t  argue  that  that’s  a  sign  of 
desperation.  I  would  argue  that  that’s  a  sign 
that  they  might  think  things  are  getting 
better,  or  otherwise,  they  would  apply. 

Q.  Sir,  some  of  those  people — the  length 
that  they’re  entitled  for  unemployment  just 
ran  out. 

The  President  I  think  some  people  are 
hurting  and  hurting  badly,  and  that’s  why  I 
like  the  Dole  approach  that  does  take  care 
of  some  extension  of  these  benefits.  But  it 
couples  it  with  fiscal  integrity.  And  that’s 
what  I  think  is  needed. 

BCC1  Investigation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  it  was  revealed  this 
week  that  the  CIA  knew  as  early  as  1986 
that  BCCI  had  acquired  illegal  ownership  of 
the  First  American  Bank  and  that  they  told 
other  Government  agencies,  but  not  appar¬ 
ently  the  Federal  Reserve  Board.  Doesn’t 
this  raise  serious  questions  about  Govern¬ 
ment  determination  to  bring  this  bank 


within  the  law? 

The  President  May  I  ask  just  as  a  matter 
of  fact  where  was  it  revealed,  because  I 
again  have  been  gone.  If  it  was  revealed 
this  week,  I’ve  been  out  of  the  country.  But 
what  revelation  are  we  referring  to?  Was 
there  some  testimony  to  that  effect? 

Q.  No,  this  was  a  memo,  a  CIA  working 
paper  that  was  declassified  by  Senator 
Kerry  as  part  of  his  hearings. 

The  President  Well,  I’ll  have  to  look  at  it 
to  see.  But  I  think  there’s  a  lot  of  second- 
guessing  and  hindsight  going  on  in  this 
matter.  It’s  an  egregious  matter  of  breach 
of  public  trust  in  the  sense  that  this  bank 
apparently  was  doing  very  bad  things.  But 
I’ve  seen  motives  assigned  to  various  people 
that  I’m  not  prepared  to  accept  at  this 
point.  And  I  really  shouldn’t  get  into  that 
question  until  I  know  exactly  what  the 
charge  is,  which  I  don’t  know. 

I  do  know  this,  that  some  are  trying  to 
use  this  matter  to  be  against  my  nominee  to 
head  the  CIA,  Bob  Gates.  And  I  will  resist 
that  every  way  possible  because  I  repeat 
my  full  confidence  in  his  honor  and  his  in¬ 
tegrity.  And  that’s  where  it  is,  and  that’s 
where  it’s  going  to  be  all  year  long  until  the 
Senate  does  what  it  should  have  done,  in 
my  view,  some  time  ago,  and  that’s  approve 
him  to  be  Director. 

Q.  Would  you  regard  this  as  a  serious 
matter,  if  it  turned  out - 

The  President  I  do  regard  the  whole 
thing  as  a  very  serious  matter.  A  lot  of 
people  are  going  to  be  hurt  in  this  matter — 
depositors,  honest  depositors.  And  so,  I  view 
the  whole  thing  as  a  serious  matter. 

Q.  Can  I  just  finish?  If  it  turned  out  the 
Government  agencies  were  aware  of  this 
but  didn’t  pass  this  information  on  to  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank,  would  that  be  a  seri¬ 
ous  matter? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  if  people 
were  absolutely  certain  of  the  fraud  and 
cheating  of  people,  that  information  should 
go  in  proper  channels  to  whoever ’s  respon¬ 
sible.  Yes,  I  would  view  that  as  something 
that’s - 

Yes,  two  more  over  here.  These  two 
women  in  the  front  here  seem  very  eager. 
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Domestic  Affairs 

Q.  Let  me  just  ask  you  about — there  are  a 
lot  of  Americans  who  are  unemployed  or 
jobless  or  just  kind  of  struggling  to  get  by 
and  who  see  you  traveling  around  and  talk¬ 
ing  about  aid  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe  and  so  forth,  and  see,  perhaps 
incorrectly,  feel  and  argue  that  you  seem  to 
be  paying  more  attention  and  more  con¬ 
cern  to  people  outside  the  country.  And  this 
is  a  cry,  as  you  know,  that  those  not  so  nice 
Senators  may  be  adding  on  to.  But  I 
wonder,  are  you  concerned  about  this  per¬ 
ception?  Is  this  something  that  you’ll  be - 

The  President  No,  I’m  not  in  the  least 
concerned.  You  see,  I  think  people  are  in¬ 
terested  in  the  START  agreement.  I  think 
people  around  this  country  want  to  see 
their  children  grow  up  in  a  world  that  has 
less  concern  about  blowing  each  other  up  in 
the  world.  So,  I  think  people  are  very  much 
concerned.  Yes,  they’ve  got  economic  prob¬ 
lems,  but  I  think  people  are  saying,  “I  think 
it’s  good  that  America  is  taking  the  lead  in 
trying  to  bring  about  better  relations  with 
the  Soviet  Union  who  we  used  to  always  be 
enemies  with.”  I  think  American  people  are 
saying,  “Good  heavens,  if  the  United  States 
can  be  a  catalyst  for  peace  in  the  Middle 
East,  this  is  good.” 

Now,  if  the  charge  was  made  that  that’s 
the  only  thing  I’m  interested  in,  and  they 
can  manage  to  sell  that  through  nice  guys 
being  told  to  say  bad  things,  I  would  be 
concerned.  But  listen,  we  haven’t  begun  to 
fight  on  that  front.  We’ve  got  excellent  pro¬ 
grams.  And  the  only  way,  when  the  other 
party  controls  the  Congress,  is  to  defeat 
some  of  their  lousy  ideas  and  then  keep 
saying  to  the  American  people:  Have  your 
Congressman  try  the  President’s  ideas. 

Civil  rights  is  a  very  good  example.  Some 
of  our  education  initiatives  are  a  very  good 
example.  Our  housing  initiatives  are  a  very 
good  example.  So,  please,  American 
people — let  me  look  over  this  way — please, 
do  not  listen  to  the  charges  by  frantic 
Democrats  who  are  trying  to  say  we  don’t 
have  a  domestic  policy  when  we  have  a 
very  good  one.  Give  it  a  chance.  Let  the 
President’s  programs  come  up,  and  let’s 
have  some  support  for  what  he  was  elected 
to  do,  not  do  it  on  the  basis  of  a  concerted 


liberal  Democratic  attack  on  the  President, 

And  I  am  not  going  to  lose  interest  in 
world  peace,  and  I  don’t  think  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  want  me  to.  And  so,  we  are  fully 
engaged,  and  wait  until  you  see  me  come 
back  after  August,  after  I’m  rested  up  a 
little,  to  take  on  these  fellows  who  are  very 
nice,  very  pleasant — all  go  down  to  Pamela 
Harriman’s  farm  down  here,  the  bastion  of 
democracy,  and  come  back  and  tell  me  that 
we  don’t  have  a  domestic  program.  Come 
on.  Lighten  up  out  there.  We’ve  got  a  good 
one. 

Yes,  John  [John  Cochran,  NBC  News],  last 
question. 

Q.  Where  are  you - 

The  President  No,  we  had  one  over  here 
too,  didn’t  we?  No,  go  ahead  to  him  and 
then  well  come  back. 

’92  Election 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  meet  with  your  ad¬ 
visers  this  week?  And  where  do  you  think 
you’re  vulnerable  politically?  Some  of  your 
people  talk  about  the  Democrats  may  try  to 
pass  a  health  care  plan  and  you’ll  get  hurt 
on  that,  or  they  may  try  a  soak-the-rich 
scheme.  What  are  you  worried  about? 
You’re  a  pretty  good  political  analyst  your¬ 
self;  you’re  going  to  bring  something  to  the 
discussion - 

The  President  You  know  why  I’m  laugh¬ 
ing,  John?  I  remember  the  campaign. 
Please  tell  us  your  weaknesses.  Please  tell  us 
why  you  can’t  make  it.  It’s  like  those  ques¬ 
tions  that  came  up  during  the  Iraq  war,  you 
remember,  on  “Saturday  Night  Live”: 
Please  give  us  the  code  words  so  when  we 
invade  the  beaches  well  know  where  not  to 
go.  Please  tell  us  the  exact  missile  sites  that 
you  have,  so  that  we  can  share  this  with  the 
American  people.  [Laughter] 

Hey,  I’ve  got  plenty  of  problems.  And  I 
do  a  lot  of  things  wrong,  and  I’m  going  to 
try  to  do  better.  But  we’ve  got  a  good  do¬ 
mestic  agenda.  We  will  have  a  lot  more  to 
say  about  this  in  the  fall.  We  need  more 
farsighted  people  like  me  in  Congress,  I 
might  add,  that  will  give  our  ideas  a 
chance. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  run  for  Congress? 

Q.  You  should  have  stayed  there,  but  you 
didn’t. 
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The  President  I  mean  it.  I  really  hope 
that  we  can  get  more  people  out  there  that 
look  at  these  issues  the  way  I  did.  The 
American  people  elected  me  to  do  certain 
things,  and  they  see  a  Congress  that  is  frus- 
tratingly  negative  on  everything.  And  so, 
that’s  why  I’m  getting  fired  up  thinking 
about  it,  getting  a  little  ahead  of  where  I 
want  to  be  now.  But  we’ve  got  a  good  mes¬ 
sage  and  it  will  get  out  there.  But  I’ll  be 
darned,  John,  if  I’m  going  to  help  you  by 
saying,  hey,  here’s  my  real  weakness. 

Q.  - Democrats  most  vulnerable?  Pick 

two  issues  the  Democrats  are  most  vulnera¬ 
ble  on. 

The  President  The  economy  and  world 
affairs,  both. 

Last  one. 

Latin  America 

Q.  Vice  President  Quayle  is  going  to 
South  America  very  soon.  Now,  you  just 
met  with  Gorbachev,  and  you  talked  about 
Cuba.  What  about  the  rest  of  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica?  Where  does  it  fit  in  all  this  global  new 
order? 

The  President  Very  good  question,  and  it 
gets  me  back  to  John’s  question.  Did  you 
finish  the  question? 

Q.  Well,  also  I  wanted  to  know  if  you  are 
going  to  Mexico  this  year  or  are  you  going 
to  meet  with  President  Salinas  this  year? 

The  President  I  want  to  meet  with  him  as 
much  as  possible.  But  you  played  right  into 
my  hand  on  this  one.  [Laughter]  I  happen 
to  think  that  the  American  people  think  it 
is  outstanding  that  we  now  have  a  policy 
toward  Central  and  Latin  America  and 
South  America  that  is  forward-looking.  It’s 
more  than  rhetoric:  the  Enterprise  for  the 
Americas  Initiative,  the  CBI,  and  the  Brady 
approach.  All  of  these  things  are  positive, 
and  we  have  better  relations  with  an  almost 
democratic  hemisphere  than  we’ve  ever 
had.  And  I  like  to  think  that  the  United 
States  had  a  lot  to  do  with  encouraging  the 
democratic  movements  south  of  our  border. 

You  see,  I  don’t  look  at  the  Mexican  free 
trade  agreement,  for  example,  as  something 
that’s  just  going  to  benefit  Mexico.  I  think  it 
fits  into  what  John  was  asking  about,  a  do¬ 
mestic  program.  I  think  it’s  going  to  mean 
jobs  for  the  working  men  and  women  of 
this  country. 


And  so,  these  things  interact.  But  look,  if 
I  send  a  signal  that  we’re  neglecting  Latin 
America,  I  would  say  this  to  you  right  now, 
what  I  tell  the  leaders:  Please  understand 
that  is  not  true.  And  the  fact  Dan  Quayle  is 
going  down  there  is  a  very  important  thing. 
Bob  Mosbacher’s  going  there.  And  what 
they’re  doing  is  talking  about  how  we  can 
further  enhance  and  work  with  them  on 
their  economic  recoveries. 

Q.  But  did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Gorbachev 
about  this,  and  what  is  the  result  of  that 
conversation? 

The  President  I  didn’t  talk  to  him  about 
each  individual  country,  but  I  did  have  a 
chance  to — I’m  not  sure  it  was  with  Gorba¬ 
chev — point  out  how  interested  we  are  in 
this  whole  hemisphere  being  democratic. 
That  point  was  made  when  the  Cuban  dis¬ 
cussion  came  up.  But  I  didn’t  go  into  the 
Brady  plan  or  the  Enterprise  for  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Initiative  with  each  of  these  other  coun¬ 
tries — to  which  we  are  firmly  committed. 
So,  I  can’t  say  that  was  a  major  subject  be¬ 
cause  it  doesn’t  interact  with  the  bilateral, 
with  the  Soviet  interest  so  much. 

But  I  did  say  this:  We’re  very  grateful  to 
you  for  your  help  with  the  solution  to  the 
Nicaraguan  question.  And  he  understood 
exactly  what  I  meant,  just  as  I  showed  some 
interest  in  Africa  and  thanked  him  for  their 
role  in  Namibia  and  in  Angola,  and  saying 
let’s  work  together  to  eliminate  apartheid 
in  South  Africa.  So,  that  was  the  way  the 
questions  of  South  America  were  touched 
and  on  other  global  matters. 

But  listen,  thanks.  I  hope  you  all  get  a 
little  chance  for  a  vacation.  I’ll  be  here 
for — go  to  Camp  David  today.  I’ll  be  back — 
I’m  not  trying  to  be  like  Dana  Carvey 
here — [laughter] — but  I’m  going  to  be  here 
Monday  and  Tuesday.  And  then  I’ll  come 
back.  Maybe  we’ll  have  another  little 
seance  before  I  leave.  And  then  I’m  history 
for  a  few  weeks.  And  I  will  try  to  do  a  few 
domestic  events  out  of  Maine,  traveling  a 
little  bit.  Probably  have  some  meetings.  I’m 
anticipating  a  visit  from  a  foreign  leader  up 
there.  And  so,  I’ll  be  working  some,  but  I 
don’t  want  to  mislead  the  American  people. 
As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  it’s  going  to  be  a 
vacation.  I  think  I’ve  earned  it,  like  a  lot  of 
Americans,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to  it. 
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And  it  will  not  be  denied. 

President’s  Health 

Q.  How  are  you  feeling,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  Ten — ten  out  of  ten.  And 
how  do  I  know?  I  just  got  a  clean  bill  of 
health  this  morning  from  Dr.  Lee  and  com¬ 
pany.  I  really  feel  good.  I  get  a  little  tired. 
Look,  I’m  67.  I  get  a  little  tired  on  a  trip 
like  this.  But  I  slept  well  last  night,  and  I’m 
ready  to  go.  I  mean,  Fm  very  blessed  with 
all  this.  So,  there’s  no  hangups.  All  this  poli¬ 
tics,  it’s  got  plenty  of  time  to  fall  into  place. 
And  as  I  say,  health — I  don’t  want  to  mis¬ 
lead  anyone,  but  right  now  I  feel  like  a 
million  bucks. 

’92  Election 

Q.  When  do  you  think  you  will  announce 
on  whether  you’re  going  to  run  again? 

The  President  Well,  I  want  to  get  some 
opinion  from  all  of  these  gurus  with  whom 
I’ll  be  surrounded  here. 

Q.  What’s  your  feeling  about  it? 

The  President  Gut  feeling?  Well - 

Q.  January?  Earlier? 


The  President  Well,  I  can’t  even  remem¬ 
ber  what  my  predecessors  did,  and  so  I  cer¬ 
tainly  don’t  want  to  prejudge  that.  Maybe 
January.  I  don’t  know.  It’s  just — please  don’t 
write  “Maybe  January”  down — maybe  Feb¬ 
ruary,  maybe  March.  [Laughter]  I  don’t 
know.  But  I  want  to  do  what’s  best,  not  just 
for  the  President  and  Vice  President  but 
what  will  help  us  do  what  I’m  asking  for 
here,  get  more  support  in  the  United  States 
Congress.  And  I  don’t  know  yet  the  answer 
to  that.  That’s  way  ahead  of  the  political 
power  curve. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President’s  97th  news  conference 
began  at  12:34  p.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at 
the  White  House.  In  the  news  conference , 
he  referred  to  the  following  persons: 
Pamela  Harriman,  a  Democratic  Party 
fundraiser;  President  Carlos  Salinas  de  Gor- 
tari  of  Mexico ;  Dana  Garvey ,  a  comedian 
who  did  an  impersonation  of  President 
Bush;  and  Burton  ].  Lee  111 \  Physician  to 
the  President. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Health 
August  2,  1991 


As  the  President  mentioned  in  his  press 
conference  today,  he  had  a  routine  exami¬ 
nation  this  morning  by  his  personal  physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  Burton  Lee.  Dr.  Lee  reports  that 
the  President  is  in  excellent  health.  There 
are  no  changes  in  the  President’s  medica¬ 
tion. 


Nomination  of  Arnold  Lee  Kanter 
State 

August  2,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Arnold  Lee  Kanter,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  to  be  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Political  Affairs.  He  would  succeed  Robert 
Michael  Kimmitt. 


The  President  continues  to  recover  from 
Grave’s  disease,  and  his  treatment  and  re¬ 
sponse  are  normal.  The  President  maintains 
a  vigorous  and  healthy  physical  regimen. 
His  work  habits  are  normal  and  reflect  his 
good  health. 


To  Be  an  Under  Secretary  of 


Currently  Dr.  Kanter  serves  as  Special 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Secu¬ 
rity  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for  Defense 
Policy  and  Arms  Control  at  the  National 
Security  Council  at  the  White  House  in 
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Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  he  served  as 
Director  of  the  National  Security  Strategies 
Program  and  as  Associate  Director  of  the 
International  Security  and  Defense  Pro¬ 
gram,  1985-1989.  Dr.  Kanter  served  at  the 
Department  of  State  as  Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  Politico-Military  Af¬ 
fairs,  Deputy  to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Political  Affairs,  and  Director  of 


the  Office  of  Policy  Analysis  in  the  Bureau 
of  Politico-Military  Affairs. 

Dr.  Kanter  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Michigan  (B.A.,  1966)  and  Yale  University 
(M.Phil,  1969,  and  Ph.D.,  1975).  He  was 
born  February  27,  1945,  in  Chicago,  IL.  Dr. 
Kanter  is  married,  has  two  children,  and 
resides  in  McLean,  VA. 


Nomination  of  Jo  Ann  Krukar  Webb  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
August  2,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten- 
tion  to  nominate  Jo  Ann  Krukar  Webb,  of 
Virginia,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs  for  Policy  and  Planning. 
She  would  succeed  Allen  B.  Clark,  Jr. 

Since  1989  Ms.  Webb  has  served  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Cemetery  System  in 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  in 
Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this  she  served  as 


a  health  care  consultant  for  ACTION. 

Ms.  Webb  graduated  from  Pennsylvania 
State  University  (B.S.,  1970)  and  George 
Washington  University  (M.H.A.,  1978).  She 
was  born  June  30,  1948,  in  Ford  City,  PA. 
Ms.  Webb  served  in  the  U.S.  Army,  1968- 
1976.  She  is  married  and  resides  in  Falls 
Church,  VA. 


Nomination  of  Edward  Joseph  Mazur  To  Be  Controller  of  the  Office 
of  Federal  Financial  Management 
August  2,  1991 


The  President  nominated  Edward  Joseph 
Mazur,  of  Virginia,  to  be  Controller  of  the 
Office  of  Federal  Financial  Management, 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget.  The 
Controller  is  a  new  position  established  by 
the  Chief  Financial  Officers  Act  of  1990. 

Since  1980  Mr.  Mazur  has  served  as  the 
State  comptroller  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia.  In  addition,  Mr.  Mazur  serves  as 


cochairman  of  the  State /Federal  cash  man¬ 
agement  reform  task  force,  1983-present. 

Mr.  Mazur  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Connecticut  (B.S.,  1964)  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania  Wharton  School 
(M.B.A.,  1968).  He  was  born  September  24, 
1942,  in  New  Haven,  CT.  Mr.  Mazur  is  mar¬ 
ried,  has  three  children,  and  resides  in 
Richmond,  VA. 
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Nomination  of  Gary  C.  Byrne  To  Be  a  Member  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  Board 
August  2,  1991 


The  President  has  nominated  Gary  C. 
Byrne,  of  California,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Farm  Credit  Administration  Board  for  the 
term  expiring  May  21,  1996.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Marvin  Duncan. 

Currently  Dr.  Byrne  serves  as  Adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Adminis¬ 
tration  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Prior  to  this  he  served  as  chairman,  presi¬ 


dent,  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Bank  of  Alex  Brown  in  Sacramento,  CA. 

Dr.  Byrne  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Redlands  (B.A.,  1965)  and  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill  (Ph.D., 
1969).  He  was  born  May  1,  1942,  in  Upland, 
CA.  Dr.  Byrne  is  married,  has  two  children, 
and  resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Statement  on  the  Supreme  Court 
August  5,  1991 

Judge  Clarence  Thomas,  accompanied  by 
Senator  Jack  Danforth,  has  met  individually 
with  almost  60  Members  of  the  Senate. 
Fred  McClure,  our  Director  of  Legislative 
Affairs,  informs  me  that  these  visits  have 
gone  very  well. 

Judge  Thomas  has  attracted  the  support 
of  a  broad  spectrum  of  people  from  across 
America.  With  the  overwhelming  support 
that  is  now  showing  up  for  Judge  Thomas, 
in  measurable  ways,  not  only  in  the  minori- 


Nomination  of  Clarence  Thomas 


ty  communities  but  across  the  board,  you 
can  see  that  he  is  much  closer  to  the  main¬ 
stream  of  America  than  some  of  the  groups 
that  are  opposing  him. 

I  look  forward  to  having  the  hearings 
begin  on  September  10  on  my  nomination 
of  Judge  Thomas.  The  American  people  are 
going  to  see,  and  the  Senate  will  confirm, 
that  Judge  Thomas  is  the  right  person  to 
earn  the  title  “Mr.  Justice/’ 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  a  Report  on 
Hungarian  Emigration  Policy 
August  5,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

In  January  1991  I  determined  and  report¬ 
ed  to  the  Congress  that  Hungary  continues 
to  meet  the  emigration  criteria  of  the  Jack- 
son- Vanik  amendment  to,  and  section  409 
of,  the  Trade  Act  of  1974. 

As  required  by  law,  I  am  submitting  an 
updated  formal  report  to  the  Congress  con¬ 
cerning  emigration  laws  and  policies  of  the 
Republic  of  Hungary.  You  will  find  that  the 
report  indicates  continued  Hungarian  com¬ 


pliance  with  U.S.  and  international  stand¬ 
ards  in  the  areas  of  emigration  and  human 
rights  policy. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Reporting  on  the  National 
Emergency  With  Respect  to  Export  Controls 
August  5,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

1.  On  April  23,  1991,  consistent  with  the 
requirements  of  the  International  Emergen¬ 
cy  Economic  Powers  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1701  et 
seq.)  (“IEEPA”),  I  reported  to  the  Congress 
on  the  exercise  of  export  control  authority 
under  Executive  Order  No.  12730  of  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1990.  In  that  order,  I  declared  a 
national  emergency  under  the  International 
Emergency  Economic  Powers  Act  (50 
U.S.C.  1701  et  seq.)  to  deal  with  the  threat 
to  the  national  security  and  foreign  policy 
of  the  United  States  caused  by  the  lapse  of 
the  Export  Administration  Act  of  1979,  as 
amended  (50  U.S.C.  2401  et  seq.). 

2.  Section  401(c)  of  the  National  Emer¬ 
gencies  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1641(c))  requires  that 
the  President,  within  90  days  after  the  end 
of  each  6-month  period  following  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  a  national  emergency,  report  to  the 
Congress  on  the  total  expenditures  directly 
attributable  to  that  declaration.  This  report, 
covering  the  6-month  period  from  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1990,  to  March  31,  1991,  is  submit¬ 
ted  in  accordance  with  that  requirement. 

3.  The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  6-month  period  from 
September  30,  1990,  to  March  31,  1991, 
that  are  directly  attributable  to  the  exercise 


of  authorities  conferred  by  the  declaration 
of  a  national  emergency  with  respect  to 
export  controls  were  largely  centered  in  the 
Department  of  Commerce.  Expenditures  by 
the  Department  of  Commerce  are  estimat¬ 
ed  at  $19,797,000,  most  of  which  represent 
wage  and  salary  costs  for  Federal  personnel. 
Personnel  costs  were  largely  centered  in 
the  Bureau  of  Export  Administration. 

4.  The  unrestricted  access  of  foreign  par¬ 
ties  to  U.S.  goods,  technology,  and  technical 
data  and  the  existence  of  certain  boycott 
practices  of  foreign  nations,  in  light  of  the 
expiration  of  the  Export  Administration  Act 
of  1979,  continue  to  constitute  an  unusual 
and  extraordinary  threat  to  the  national  se¬ 
curity,  foreign  policy,  and  economy  of  the 
United  States.  I  shall  continue  to  exercise 
the  powers  at  my  disposal  to  retain  the 
export  control  system,  including  the  anti¬ 
boycott  provisions,  and  will  continue  to 
report  periodically  to  the  Congress. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 

S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report  on 
Nuclear  Nonproliferation 
August  5,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

I  have  reviewed  the  activities  of  the 
United  States  Government  departments 
and  agencies  during  calendar  year  1990  re¬ 
lated  to  preventing  nuclear  proliferation, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  submit  my  annual 
report  pursuant  to  section  601(a)  of  the  Nu¬ 
clear  Non-Proliferation  Act  of  1978  (Public 
Law  95-242,  22  U.S.C.  3281(a)). 

As  the  report  demonstrates,  the  United 


States  continued  its  efforts  during  1990  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  nuclear  explosives  to 
additional  countries.  The  events  of  the  past 
year  underline  the  importance  of  these  ef¬ 
forts  to  preserving  our  national  security  by 
reducing  the  risk  of  war  and  increasing 
international  stability.  I  am  determined  to 
build  on  the  achievements  cited  in  this 
report  and  to  work  with  the  Congress 
toward  our  common  goal:  a  safer  and  more 
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secure  future  for  all  humankind. 
Sincerely, 


George  Bush 


Note :  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives ,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Remarks  at  the  Presentation  Ceremony  for  the  All-American  Cities 

Awards 

August  6,  1991 


Please  be  seated  and  thank  you.  You're 
probably  clapping  for  this  fantastic  weather. 
[Laughter]  Isn't  it  marvelous. 

Let  me  just  thank  the  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  who  are  with  me  today  and  thank 
them  for  their  interest.  A  couple  of  them 
were  former  mayors,  so  they  know  some¬ 
thing  about  what  it’s  like  to  be  on  the  firing 
line.  But  Dick  Lugar  and  Mike  McNulty, 
Ben  Cardin,  Bob  McEwen  are  with  us.  And 
I  want  to  particularly  single  out  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  our  finest  cities.  I  see  my 
friend  Henry  Cisneros  over  here.  He’ll  have 
something  to  do  later  on,  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Wayne  Hedien  also,  who’s  the  chair¬ 
man  and  CEO  of  Allstate. 

You  know  often  people  ask  why  we  ought 
to  be  optimistic  about  our  Nation’s  future. 
You  hear  a  lot  of  complaints,  and  there  are 
a  lot  of  problems,  but  I  think  there  is  reason 
to  be  optimistic.  Look  at  any  of  the  10  cities 
that  are  appropriately  being  honored  here 
today,  and  listen  to  the  stories  of  small  cities 
like  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  population 
3,000,  and  of  big  cities  like  Baltimore.  Hear 
these  stories  and  you’ll  hear  the  heartbeat 
of  this  country.  And  you’ll  share  our  unsha¬ 
kable  optimism  in  the  future  of  this  great 
land  because  there  is  no  finer  resource  in 
this  world,  as  these  cities  prove,  than  the 
people,  American  people.  Mayor  Michael 
Harmless  of  Greencastle,  Indiana,  put  it 
best:  “Our  people  made  the  difference.” 
And  he  means  people  who  rejected  pessi¬ 
mism  and  apathy  in  favor  of  optimism  and 
engagement. 

Today  we  salute  the  1991  All-American 
Cities  that  join  a  roster  of  honor  of  over  400 
other  chosen  since  1949.  These  communi¬ 
ties  recognize  the  truth  that  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan  expressed  nearly  100  years  ago. 


“Destiny  is  not  a  matter  of  chance;”  he  said, 
“it’s  a  matter  of  choice.  It’s  not  a  thing  to 
be  waited  for;  it’s  a  thing  to  be  achieved.” 

Well,  these  communities  have  lessons  to 
teach  us  all.  And  they  do  not  wait  for  gov¬ 
ernment  to  take  the  initiative.  They  recog¬ 
nize  that  government  can  solve  some  but 
not  all  the  problems.  And  they  realize  that 
communities  can  claim  and  shape  their  own 
destinies.  These  communities  prove  the 
power  of  partnership.  Across  this  country 
citizens,  government,  business,  and  volun¬ 
teer  groups  are  cooperating  to  confront 
community  issues  together.  These  commu¬ 
nities  recognize  the  responsibilities  of  citi¬ 
zenship,  as  Teddy  Roosevelt  admonished 
Americans  to  be  actors,  not  merely  critics. 
And  the  central  theme  of  all  these  stories  is 
the  unlimited  power  and  promise  of  volun¬ 
tary  service  to  others.  These  communities 
show  us  the  strength  of  the  American  char¬ 
acter,  people  helping  one  another  without 
expecting  any  financial  compensation  for 
themselves.  And  today  we  call  them  Points 
of  Light.  But  they’ve  been  the  heart  of  our 
Nation  for  over  200  years. 

And  some  of  their  projects  focused  on 
youth,  like  Gadsden,  Alabama’s  motivational 
Quest  for  Excellence,  or  Baltimore’s  men¬ 
toring  program  called  Project  Raise.  To 
fight  crime,  Austin,  Texas,  inaugurated 
Youth  at  Risk,  and  Winchester-Frederick 
County  in  Virginia  set  up  a  teen  center  to 
foster  a  drug-free  environment.  In  Albany, 
New  York,  community  groups,  businesses, 
and  social  services,  these  social  service 
agencies,  came  up  with  the  Albany  Plan  to 
battle  drug  abuse  through  prevention,  edu¬ 
cation,  enforcement,  and  of  course,  treat¬ 
ment. 
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Some  communities  launched  an  urban 
renaissance.  In  New  Jersey,  Newark  resi¬ 
dents  devised  plans  to  revitalize  the  down¬ 
town  area  and  thus  restore  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  And  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
citizens  created  a  public-private  partnership 
called  Visions  to  reinvigorate  their  city.  A 
few  communities  fought  for  their  very  sur¬ 
vival.  Greencastle,  Indiana,  lost  40  percent 
of  its  jobs — imagine  this,  40  percent  of  its 
jobs — when  a  major  national  corporation 
moved  out.  So,  residents  got  together  and 
introduced  a  creative  economic  develop¬ 
ment  initiative  to  attract  new  industries. 

Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  fought  for  its 
future  after  the  agricultural  depression,  re¬ 
vitalizing  the  Gothenburg  Improvement 
Company.  Inspired  by  the  slogan  “vision  is 
the  art  of  seeing  things  invisible,”  volun¬ 
teers  have  recruited  new  jobs  for  residents, 
making  their  vision  a  reality. 

A  three-time  winner,  Dayton,  Ohio,  took 
aim  at  three  critical  issues;  protecting 
water,  battling  drugs,  and  providing  afford¬ 
able  housing.  Citizens,  the  private  sector, 


and  city  government  all  joined  forces  show¬ 
ing  how  diverse  segments  of  the  city  can 
combine  their  many  gifts  and  resources  to 
make  a  difference.  As  Mayor  Rick  Blase  of 
Gothenburg  says,  “Any  problem  you  face  is 
insurmountable  if  faced  alone.  But  together 
Americans  can  do  anything.” 

A  centuries-old  inscription  on  a  church  in 
Sussex,  England,  summarizes  what  these 
communities  here  in  this  country  have 
done:  “A  vision  without  a  task  is  but  a 
dream.  A  task  without  a  vision  is  drudgery. 
But  a  vision  with  a  task  is  the  hope  of  the 
world.” 

So,  thanks  to  all  of  you  and  all  out  here 
for  giving  us  hope,  for  showing  us  the  way. 
And  may  God  bless  this  great  land  we 
share.  And  now  we’ll  get  on  with  these 
presentations.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:19  a.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Henry  Cisneros, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  National 
Civic  League. 


Remarks  at  a  Kickoff  Ceremony  for  the  Eighth  Annual  National 
Night  Out  Against  Crime  in  Arlington,  Virginia 
August  6, 1991 


Thank  you,  Dick,  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
thank  you  very  much.  To  Judge  Bonner,  my 
respects.  And  I’m  just  delighted  to  be  here. 
To  Matt  Peskin,  the  director  of  the  National 
Association  of  Town  Watch,  I  was  glad  to 
have  met  him  and  glad  that  he’s  here.  And 
we’ve  got  other  key  members  of  our  law 
enforcement  team  here  today.  I  can’t  see 
him,  but  I’m  told  Carol  Hallett’s  out  there, 
the  U.S.  Customs  Commissioner;  Mike 
Moore  of  the  Marshals;  Steve  Higgins,  the 
Director  of  ATF;  Peter  Nunez,  the  Assistant 
Treasury  Secretary  for  Law  Enforcement; 
and  Maurice  Turner,  who  is  our  nominee, 
and  I’m  proud  to  say  that,  for  the  Bureau  of 
Justice  Assistance. 

This  is  my  first  visit  to  the  DEA  head¬ 
quarters,  this  one,  and  certainly,  I’m  told, 
the  first  visit  of  a  President  to  come  to  DEA 
headquarters,  this  one  where  some  of 


America’s  biggest  heroes  work  every  single 
day.  I  know  quite  a  few  DEA  agents  have 
joined  us  this  morning  along  with  a  class  of 
the  DC  Metro  Police,  the  recruits  there,  the 
DEA  Basic  Agent  Class  81.  And  let’s  thank 
them  also  for  the  courageous  work  they’re 
doing.  I  am  also  pleased  that  so  many  local 
neighborhood  Town  Watch  activists  could 
join  us  here  today. 

And  I  really  wanted  to  say  that  you  de¬ 
serve  our  thanks  for  your  courageous  and 
selfless  work,  too.  And  it’s  also  great  to  see 
these  kids  here  in  the  front,  the  young  kids, 
I’m  told,  from  the  District.  I’m  delighted  to 
have  them  here,  and  I  understand  one  of 
them  is  going  to  come  up  and  help  us  screw 
in  this  light  bulb  in  a  little  bit. 

What  a  pleasure  it  is  to  join  with  you  this 
morning  for  the  kickoff  ceremony  of  the 
eighth  annual  National  Night  Out.  I  admit  I 
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told  the  staff  that  participating  in  the  Night 
Out  ceremony  did  not  mean  they  get  the 
morning  off  ceremony — [ laughter ] — al¬ 
though  several  are  with  me  and  delighted 
to  be  here. 

This  evening,  23  million  people  in  50 
States,  the  U.S.  territories,  and  military 
bases  all  over  the  world  will  say  good-bye  to 
crime.  And  they’ll  turn  on  these  outside 
lights,  sit  on  porches,  and  visit  with  their 
neighbors  and  the  local  police  officials.  And 
they’re  going  to  host  block  parties  and 
cookouts  and  parades  and  contests.  And 
they’ll  organize  the  most  effective  crime¬ 
fighting  force  known  to  anyone,  and  that  is 
communities  that  care. 

We  want  to  turn  back  the  clock  in  this 
area  to  the  good  old  days  when  all  the  kids 
knew  the  cop  on  the  beat,  when  people 
looked  out  for  their  neighbors,  and  when 
we  felt  safe  in  our  own  communities.  Too 
many  times  today,  as  Dick  pointed  out, 
neighbors  and  police  are  perfect  strangers. 
The  communities  don’t  come  together.  And 
the  result:  Too  many  crimes  go  unobserved 
or  unreported, *  too  many  criminals  go  free. 

We  have  a  chance  to  change  all  that.  And 
tonight  will  be  the  biggest  Night  Out  ever, 
8,300  communities,  I’m  told.  Nearly  every 
American  major  city  will  join  in.  Hundreds 
of  suburban  and  rural  communities  will  join 
the  festivities. 

In  Minneapolis,  last  year’s  biggest  Night 
Out  city,  concerned  citizens  will  gather  at 
over  700  block  parties.  At  the  Minneapolis 
youth  kickoff  dance,  more  than  1,000  young 
people  will  give  crime  the  twist,  the  pret¬ 
zel,  and  the  bump.  And  in  Memphis,  people 
will  rejoice  at  a  mock  funeral  community 
watch  groups  there  have  organized  to  bury 
crime.  In  New  Orleans,  it’s  a  Mardi  Gras- 
style  jazz  festival  for  crime  that  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  day  when  criminals  will  sing  the 
blues. 

And  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  police  agencies 
and  government  officials  from  the  United 
States  and  Canada  will  join  in  a  Hands 
Across  the  Border  ceremony  while  crime 
fighters  aboard  the  U.S.S.  Little  Rock  say 
bon  voyage  to  crime.  Forest  Hills,  Texas, 
will  host  an  Old  West  Shoot-Out  against  the 
bad  guys  in  the  black  hats.  And  the  7276 
U.S.  Air  Base  Group  in  Crete,  Greece,  will 
sponsor  a  Spot  the  Burglar  contest. 


In  cities  and  towns  across  America  and  at 
our  military  bases  overseas,  law-abiding  citi¬ 
zens  want  criminals  to  know  that  there  are 
more  of  us  than  them.  And  neighborhood 
watch  programs  and  other  community  pa¬ 
trols  will  serve  notice  that  we  plan  to 
deploy  our  most  powerful  weapons  against 
drugs  and  crime,  our  eyes  and  our  ears. 

The  fight  against  crime  in  many  ways  is  a 
fight  to  rebuild  the  institutions  from  which 
America  has  always  drawn  its  strength,  fam¬ 
ilies  and  schools  and  neighborhoods  and 
places  of  worship.  And  our  administration 
believes  in  building  a  rule  of  law  by  empha¬ 
sizing  the  values  and  virtues  that  make  our 
land  great. 

Our  comprehensive  crime  bill  would 
strengthen  the  relationship  between  law 
enforcement  officials  at  the  local,  State,  and 
Federal  levels.  And  right  now  that  legisla¬ 
tion  is  up  on  Capitol  Hill,  and  I’d  like  to 
have  a  comprehensive  crime  bill  that  I  can 
sign  into  the  law  by  the  end  of  this  year. 
And  we’re  going  to  keep  pushing  for  that 
end.  I  think  the  American  people  want  such 
legislation.  Sometimes  you  hear  of  my  lack 
of  interest  in  domestic  affairs.  Well,  here’s  a 
good  example  of  something  they  can  move 
on  right  now  and  should  have  been  enacted 
a  long,  long  time  ago. 

And  we’ve  proposed  reforms  that  let  local 
prosecutors  and  judges  do  their  job.  And 
they’re  the  ones  who  know  how  to  fight 
crime  in  your  community,  not  some  so- 
called  expert  back  here  in  Washington,  DC. 
And  what  we  need  are  more  police  officers, 
prosecutors,  and  judges  who  understand  the 
rule  of  law. 

Our  nominee  for  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
let  me  just  say  a  word  about  him,  Judge 
Clarence  Thomas.  He  not  only  has  lived  the 
values  that  we  hold  dear,  he’s  promoted 
them  through  his  distinguished  career  in 
public  service.  And  his  personal  story — 
when  you  meet  him  you  can’t  help  but  be 
impressed,  in  my  case,  deeply  moved.  It 
impresses  everybody,  everybody  that’s  fair 
and  openminded.  And  I  nominated  him  be¬ 
cause  he  has  the  brains,  he  has  the  record, 
and  he  has  the  personal  decency  that  Amer¬ 
icans  should  expect  in  a  Justice  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  a  fidelity  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  rule  of  law. 
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Judge  Thomas  has  tremendous  support 
from  a  broad  section,  a  cross-section  of 
America.  And  that  across-the-board  support 
includes  minority  communities,  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  supported  in  minority  communities,  I 
might  add,  and  is  now  manifesting  itself  in 
measurable  ways.  So,  when  you  hear  about 
opposition  to  Judge  Thomas  from  one  belt- 
way  group  or  another,  it’s  clear  that  they 
are  simply  out  of  touch  with  mainstream 
America. 

Look  at  today’s  piece  in  the  Washington 
Post  by  Margaret  Bush  Wilson,  a  former 
chairman  of  the  NAACP’s  national  board  of 
directors  for  9  years.  She  was  chairman  of 
the  board  for  9  years,  and  she’s  known 
Judge  Thomas  for  17  years,  known  him  per¬ 
sonally.  In  supporting  the  judge,  she  said,  “I 
know  that  as  a  Supreme  Court  Justice,  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas  will  continue  to  defend  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  needy.  He  does  not 
permit  anyone  to  think  for  him,  and  he  is 
intellectually  honest.”  Maybe  some  of  these 
groups  out  there  could  take  a  lesson  from 
that  distinguished  civil  rights  advocate  and 
look  at  the  facts  and  the  record  instead  of 
engaging  in  ideological  attacks. 

As  we  talk  today  about  values  and  about 
taking  responsibility  for  building  a  better 
future,  Clarence  Thomas  comes  to  mind. 
He  certainly  exemplifies  the  very  attitudes 
we  want  all  Americans  to  adopt  as  they 
build  better,  safer  communities. 

You  also  understand  the  front  lines:  re¬ 
porting  suspicious  activities,  identifying 
these  drug  dealers,  even  closing  down  crack 


houses.  And  you  play  a  critical  role  in  build¬ 
ing  a  better  future  for  this  Nation.  I  salute 
you  for  your  faith  in  America  and  your 
hope  in  a  better  tomorrow  for  our  children. 
It  was  very  good  for  me  to  walk  by  this 
lobby  and  see  those  shields  of  those  who 
have  given  their  lives  in  your  line  of  work, 
standing  up  against  crime  to  the  benefit  of 
all  Americans.  It  brought  home  to  me  once 
again,  as  previous  awards  ceremonies  have, 
how  indebted  I  am  and  how  indebted  this 
country  is  to  those  of  you  who  served  in 
that  manner  on  the  front  line.  Don’t  sit  at 
the  head  table,  not  the  heroes  receiving  the 
awards,  but  out  there  day  in  and  day  out 
trying  to  make  things  a  little  better,  a  little 
safer  for  these  kids  that  are  here  today  and 
others  like  them  all  across  the  country. 

So,  in  addition  to  saluting  this  program,  I 
want  to  tell  you  from  the  heart  I  am  very, 
very  grateful  to  everybody  that  serves  at 
DEA,  the  other  groups  that  I  mentioned 
here,  or  those  that  are  going  into  police 
work.  You  have  my  confidence,  and  you 
have  my  gratitude.  So,  it’s  a  fitting  way  to 
start  this  light  bulb  ceremony  by  me  just 
saying  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  thank 
you  very,  very  much.  And  may  God  bless 
the  United  States.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:10  a.m.  in 
the  auditorium  at  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration.  In  his  opening  remarks ,  he 
referred  to  Attorney  General  Dick  Thorn¬ 
burgh  and  Robert  C.  Bonner ;  Administrator 
of  the  Drug  Enforcement  Administration. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Soviet-United  States 
Trade  Agreement 
August  6,  1991 


The  President  sent  to  the  Congress  on 
August  2  the  U.S.-Soviet  trade  agreement 
for  its  approval  as  he  said  he  would  do 
during  the  Moscow  summit.  The  agreement 
provides  for  reciprocal  most-favored-nation 
tariff  treatment. 

The  President  stated  in  his  transmittal 
letter  to  the  Congress  that  the  trade  agree¬ 
ment,  which  will  extend  MFN  to  the 


U.S.S.R.  and  the  Baltic  States,  in  no  way 
alters  the  long-standing  policy  of  the  U.S.  of 
not  recognizing  the  forcible  incorporation 
of  the  Baltic  States  of  Lithuania,  Latvia,  and 
Estonia  into  the  U.S.S.R.  or  our  support  for 
their  legitimate  rights. 

The  administration  has  decided  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  extension  of  MFN  to  the  U.S.S.R. 
and  the  Baltic  States  with  special  provisions 
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for  the  Baltic  States.  First,  we  will  begin  Second,  we  will  also  offer  to  the  Baltic  Gov- 
accounting  for  Baltic  origin  products  sepa-  ernments  technical  assistance  in  trade  de- 
rately  from  those  originating  elsewhere  in  velopment  and  export  promotion  to  im- 
the  U.S.S.R.  for  trade  statistical  purposes,  prove  our  trade  relations  with  them. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Aboard  Air  Force  One 
August  6,  1991 


The  President  This  is  my  pre-vacation 
goodwill  stop  here. 

Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Hear  anything  on  the  hostages?  On 
the  deal? 

The  President  Haven’t  heard  an  official 
word  at  all.  Seen  those  hopes  get  raised 
over  and  over  again,  and - 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  lot  of  communications 
with  various  different  countries  that  seem 
to  have  raised  your  hopes? 

The  President  No,  I’m  not  saying  that. 
I’m  just  saying  all  this  public  attention  to  it, 
which  comes  in  cycles,  it  seems  to  me,  in 
waves.  And  I  do  not  want  to  make  any 
statement  of  any  kind  that  will  contribute 
to  the  concern  of  the  families  involved.  So, 
we’ll  leave  it  there.  If  something  happens, 
so  much  the  better.  The  story  will  come  out 
on  what  the  United  States,  you  know,  has 
done  on  the  question  of  connecting  coun¬ 
tries.  But  it  is  just  totally  counterproductive 
to  raise  the  hopes  of  families.  This  has  hap¬ 
pened  over  and  over  again,  only  to  have 
them  destroyed.  I’ve  told  the  American 
people  that  we’re  doing  everything  we  can, 
but  I  simply  do  not  want  to  get  into  any 
details  here  at  this  point  for  that  very 
reason. 

Q.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  whole 
chemistry  would  have  changed  at  this  point 
and  these  hostages - 

The  President  Well,  I  can  think  of  a  lot  of 
reasons,  but  you  could  have  thought  of  the 
same  reasons  years  ago  in  terms  of  better 
relations  with  one  or  another.  Don’t  try  to 
get  me  to  do  what  I  don’t  want  to  do  here 
because  it  really  is  unfair  on  the  human 
dimension  to  these  families.  It  really  is. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  Perez  de  Cuellar? 

The  President.  We’re  in  touch  with — and 
have  been  consistently  for  a  long  period  of 


time  about  these  matters.  And  I’m  simply 
not  going  to  contribute  to  the  speculation 
until  we’re  sure  of  something.  It’s  not  fair  to 
the  families. 

Had  a  good  meeting  with,  debrief  with 
Jim  Baker  at  lunch.  Brent,  John  Sununu, 
and  I  met  with  him.  He’s  very  tired,  obvi¬ 
ously,  but  as  you  know  there  were  predic¬ 
tions  months  ago  that  we’d  never  be  this 
far.  And  so  I  salute  him  for  what  he’s  doing, 
what  he’s  tried  to  do — those  leaders  around 
the  world  with  whom  he’s  met  and  with 
whom  I’ve  been  in  contact.  And  let’s  just 
hope  that  the  whole  process  goes  forward. 
It’s  very,  very  important  for  world  peace. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Does  it  look  like  the  PLO,  though,  is 
now  kind  of  pulling  back  after  making - 

The  President  Well,  one  spokesman  did. 
But  Jim  was  not  altogether  discouraged. 
There’s  an  awful  lot  of  sentiment  amongst 
Palestinians  everywhere,  amongst  certainly 
the  Arab  countries,  wanting  this  peace 
process  to  go  forward.  So,  let’s  hope  that 
reason  prevails  and  that  all  sides  keep  lean¬ 
ing  forward;  that’s  what’s  needed  now. 

I  don’t  know.  Again,  it’s  hard  to  quantify 
your  feelings  as  to  whether  it’s  all  going  to 
come  together  or  not,  but  I’m  much  more 
optimistic  now  than  I  was  a  month  ago,  put 
it  that  way. 

Presiden t  s  Vaca tion 

Q.  Are  you  glad  to  be  out  of  here? 

The  President  I’m  out — yes,  just  couldn’t 
be  more  pleased. 

Resignation  of  FDIC  Chairman  William 
Seidman 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  comments  on  Mr. 
Seidman’s  resignation? 

The  President  No.  I  think  it  was — except 
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that  I  think  he’s  done  a  very  good  job,  and  I 
don’t  think  it’s  unexpected.  I  think  the  term 
expires,  and  I  think  he’s  indicated  some 
time  ago  that  he  was  willing  to  stay  until 
around  this  period  of  time.  I  just  saw  the 
letter. 

Q.  Are  you  considering  Mr.  Taylor  to  re¬ 
place — 

The  President  I’m  not — I  just  saw  his 
letter.  So  we’re  not  speculating.  The  fix  is 
not  on. 

Q.  Hadn’t  you  indicated  at  one  time  that 
you’d  like  to  see  him - 

The  President  Well,  we’ll  start  over  and 
take  a  hard  look.  There  will  be  some  names 
coming  my  way.  But  I  don’t — well,  I  guess, 
if  there’s  a  letter  of  resignation  made,  it 
may  be  they  send  them  up  here.  We  have  a 
whole  system  for  those  things,  so  I  don’t 
want  to  get  ahead  of  where  we  are.  There’s 
no  firm  decision. 

Iran-Contra  Investigation 

Q.  Any  reaction  on  the  Iran-contra  inves¬ 
tigation  by  Congress? 

The  President  No,  just  so  it’s  fair.  As  I’ve 
said  before,  if  they’ve  got  some  evidence 
and  it’s  hard  evidence  and  it’s  not  just 
based  on  outrageously  flimsy  sources,  fine. 
I’ve  told  you  my  opinion  about  the  charges 
that  were  made  against  me  about  being  in 
Paris,  or  being  anywhere,  and  I’ve  told  you 
a  flat  denial  with  any  knowledge,  direct  or 
indirect.  So,  I’d  like  to  think  that  this  will 
be  done  responsibly  and  certainly  will  ap¬ 
proach  it  in  that  way.  But  I  hope  it’s  just 
not,  as  Bob  Michel  said,  a  wild  goose  chase. 
You  know,  when  you’re  dealing  with  flimsy 
evidence  and  people  who  are  less  than  reli¬ 
able  in  terms  of  their  backgrounds,  you’ve 
got  to  be  very  careful.  But  if  they’ve  got 
something  and  they  can  get  to  the  bottom 
of  this  and  prove  it  one  way  or  another,  so 
much  the  better.  But  if  it’s  simply  some¬ 
thing  else  as  we  approach  a  political  season, 


that  wouldn’t  be  good. 

But  I  have  no  reason  to  question  Speaker 
Foley  on  this. 

Q.  Any  thoughts  on  the  timing  of  this, 
though,  coming  into  the  campaign  year? 

The  President  No,  I  don’t — no,  just  let 
them  go  forward.  Unless — the  American 
people  are  going  to  be  saying,  “What  have 
you  got?  What’s  your  evidence?  Who  are 
your  sources?  How  firm  is  it?  Is  it  political 
or  not?”  I’m  sure  that  Foley  and  Mitchell 
do  not  intend  to  conduct  a  political  trial  of 
some  sort  here.  But  the  people  are  going  to 
be  saying,  “What’s  your  evidence?  What’s 
the  hard  evidence  here?”  But  I’ve  said 
before,  hey,  if  you’ve  got  something,  go  for¬ 
ward  and  fully  investigate.  And  in  the  proc¬ 
ess  I’ve  defended  myself  against  a  lot  of 
scurrilous,  scandalous  rumors.  And  I’ll  be 
prepared  to  do  that  all  along  the  way. 

Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Have  we  had  any  corroboration  at  all 
from  the  British  or  the  Syrians,  for  that 
matter,  on  this  Tehran  Times  article? 

The  President  I’m  not  sure  I  know  which 
article  you’re  talking  about. 

Q.  I’m  talking  about  the  article  related  to 
the  hostages. 

The  President  I  can’t,  again,  comment 
any  further  on  it.  But  I  think  everybody  is 
extraordinarily  interested  in  this  and  hoping 
for  something.  But  again,  I  don’t  want  to 
contribute  to  that. 

I’d  better  get  down  there  and  sit  down. 
I’m  glad  you  guys  are  with  us. 

Note:  The  exchange  took  place  in  the  after¬ 
noon  while  the  President  was  en  route  to 
Kennebunkport,  ME.  In  the  exchange,  the 
following  persons  were  referred  to:  United 
Nations  Secretary-General  Javier  Perez  de 
Cuellar  and  William  Taylor,  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Banking  Supervision  and  Regu¬ 
lation  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Supreme  Court 
Nomination  of  Clarence  Thomas 
August  7 '  1991 


Judge  Thomas  has  diverse  and  broad- 
based  support  across  the  country,  including 
in  minority  communities.  His  record  is  dis¬ 
tinguished  and  demonstrates  his  lifelong 
commitment  to  the  rule  of  law  and  fidelity 
to  the  Constitution. 

The  Leadership  Conference  on  Civil 
Rights’  action  today  ignores  this  record  and 
reflects  their  liberal  political  agenda.  This 


predictable  opposition  simply  shows  again 
that  they  are  out  of  touch  with  mainstream 
America. 

We  look  forward  to  the  September  hear¬ 
ings  where  we  are  confident  that  Judge 
Thomas’  outstanding  record,  experience, 
and  extraordinary  background  will  show 
once  and  for  all  why  he  will  make  an  exem¬ 
plary  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Release  of  British 
Hostage  John  McCarthy 
August  8,  1991 


President  Bush  is  pleased  by  the  release 
today  of  John  McCarthy  by  his  captors  in 
Lebanon.  Rumors  persist  of  the  release  of 
an  American  hostage,  but  we  still  have  no 
direct  information  that  such  a  release  will 
occur.  While  we  are  happy  for  the  family  of 
Mr.  McCarthy,  we  reiterate  our  appeal  that 
all  hostages  be  released  immediately,  safely, 
and  unconditionally. 

We  remain  in  touch  with  our  Ambassador 
in  Lebanon  and  other  officials  in  the  region 
through  diplomatic  channels.  Our  State  De¬ 


partment  Reception  Team  left  Washington 
last  evening  and  is  now  in  Wiesbaden,  Ger¬ 
many.  We  will  contact  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  to  obtain  any  information  that  Mr. 
McCarthy  has  regarding  the  condition  of 
American  hostages  with  whom  he  was  held 
in  tragic  captivity  in  Lebanon.  We  are  in 
frequent  contact  with  the  families  of  the 
American  hostages,  and  our  thoughts  and 
prayers  are  with  them.  We  continue  to 
hope  and  pray  that  all  hostages  will  be  re¬ 
leased. 


Letter  on  the  Resignation  of  Attorney  General  Dick  Thornburgh 
August  9,  1991 


Dear  Dick: 

It  is  with  mixed  emotions  that  I  accept 
your  resignation  as  Attorney  General  effec¬ 
tive  as  of  the  close  of  business  on  Thursday, 
August  15,  1991. 

Your  departure  from  the  Cabinet  will  be 
a  great  loss.  As  America’s  chief  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officer,  you  have  been  relentless  and 
unwavering  in  your  pursuit  of  all  those  who 
would  prey  upon  our  society,  from  the  vio¬ 
lent  offender,  to  the  international  drug  traf¬ 


ficker;  from  the  organized  crime  boss,  to 
the  environmental  polluter;  from  the  sav¬ 
ings  and  loan  thief,  to  the  corrupt  public 
official.  At  the  same  time,  you  have  provid¬ 
ed  crucial  and  courageous  leadership  on  a 
host  of  difficult  issues,  from  efforts  to  enact 
our  civil  rights  and  crime  bills,  to  protecting 
the  Executive  Branch  against  incursions  on 
our  constitutional  authority. 

Most  important,  during  the  last  three 
years,  when  I  had  a  tough  call  to  make,  I 
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knew  I  could  rely  on  your  sound  judgment 
and  advice.  That  is,  after  all,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  tribute  that  a  client  can  pay  to  his 
lawyer.  So,  as  you  leave  the  Cabinet,  know 
that  you  carry  with  you  the  utmost  thanks 
of  your  client  for  a  job  well  done. 

In  returning  to  your  home  state  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  however,  you  provide  our  Party 
with  the  strongest  possible  candidate  in  the 
special  election  to  fill  the  seat  left  vacant  by 
the  tragic  death  of  Senator  John  Heinz.  And 
come  next  year,  I  will  be  looking  forward  to 
working  with  “Senator  Dick  Thornburgh” 
on  the  many  important  issues  that  our 
Nation  faces. 

Barbara  joins  me  in  extending  to  you  and 
Ginny  and  your  family  all  our  best  wishes. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 


Dear  Mr.  President: 

As  you  know,  I  earlier  expressed  to  you 
my  intention  to  seek  the  Republican  nomi¬ 
nation  for  the  United  States  Senate  seat 
from  Pennsylvania  left  vacant  by  the  tragic 
death  of  our  mutual  friend,  Senator  John 
Heinz. 

As  you  also  know,  there  was  a  very  real 
question  about  whether  the  election  to  fill 
that  seat  would  be  held  this  year  or  at  any 
time  before  1994.  That  question  appears  to 
have  been  resolved  this  week  by  a  federal 
court  in  Pennsylvania. 

Accordingly,  I  am  tendering  to  you  my 
resignation  as  Attorney  General  effective  as 
of  the  close  of  business  on  Thursday,  August 
15,  1991. 

I  cannot  begin  to  express  to  you  how  ful¬ 
filling  and  rewarding  my  service  as  a 


member  of  your  Cabinet  has  been.  With 
your  strong  support,  the  Department  of  Jus¬ 
tice  has  led  a  stepped-up  law  enforcement 
effort  against  international  drug  traffickers 
and  money  launderers,  organized  crime, 
white  collar  criminals,  environmental  pol¬ 
luters,  and  those  who  would  deprive  our 
citizens  of  their  civil  rights  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  free  market  competition.  Much  of 
our  success  in  these  endeavors  has  been  due 
to  the  day-in,  day-out  efforts  of  the  many 
dedicated  employees  of  this  Department, 
but  your  leadership  and  strong  support 
have  been  crucial  and  invaluable. 

Ginny  and  I  are  both  also  most  apprecia¬ 
tive  of  your  efforts  in  securing  passage  of 
the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  which  I 
believe  to  be  the  most  important  civil  rights 
legislation  signed  into  law  in  the  last  25 
years. 

On  a  more  personal  note,  we  will  always 
treasure  the  warm  friendship  which  you 
and  Barbara  have  shown  toward  our  family. 
The  many  personal  kindnesses  extended  to 
us  during  the  past  three  years  have  added 
immeasurably  to  the  pride  we  feel  in 
having  served  your  Administration  and  our 
nation  during  these  challenging  and  excit¬ 
ing  times. 

I  hope  to  continue  to  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  work  with  you  during  the  months  and 
years  ahead  in  the  service  of  our  country. 
Until  then,  I  extend  my  best  wishes  for  fur¬ 
ther  success  to  you  and  to  my  Cabinet  col¬ 
leagues. 

Sincerely, 

Dick  Thornburgh 

Note:  The  letters  were  made  available  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  were 
not  issued  as  White  House  press  releases. 


Statement  on  Wetlands  Preservation 
August  9 ,  1991 

I  am  announcing  today  a  comprehensive  ta 
plan  for  improving  the  protection  of  the  bi 
Nation's  wetlands.  Wetlands  serve  an  im-  ta 

portant  role  in  flood  control;  they  help  filter 
wastes  from  water;  they  provide  an  impor-  ot 


tant  habitat  and  breeding  ground  for  fish, 
birds,  and  animals;  and  they  are  an  impor¬ 
tant  recreational  resource. 

The  plan  seeks  to  balance  two  important 
objectives:  the  protection,  restoration,  and 
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creation  of  wetlands  and  the  need  for  sus¬ 
tained  economic  growth  and  development. 

The  three-part  plan  is  designed  to  slow 
and  eventually  stop  the  net  loss  of  wetlands 
and  takes  a  significant  step  toward  the 
President’s  goal  of  no  net  loss  of  wetlands. 
It  will: 

1.  Strengthen  wetlands  acquisition  pro¬ 
grams  and  other  efforts  to  protect  wet¬ 
lands; 


2.  Revise  the  interagency  manual  defin¬ 
ing  wetlands  to  ensure  that  it  is  work¬ 
able;  and 

3.  Improve  and  streamline  the  current 
wetlands  regulatory  system. 

Note:  The  proposed  revision  of  the  inter¬ 
agency  manual  referred  to  in  this  Presiden¬ 
tial  statement  was  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  of  August  14,  1991. 


Excerpt  of  a  Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Middle 
East  Hostage  Situation  and  China 
August  10,  1991 


We  have  seen  news  reports  about  the  re¬ 
lease  of  American  hostages,  and  we  remain 
hopeful  that  one  or  more  hostages  will  be 
released  soon.  We  are,  of  course,  trying  to 
obtain  more  information. 

The  Revolutionary  Justice  Organization 
has  apparently  told  the  press  that  it  will 
release  a  hostage  within  72  hours.  Past  com¬ 
munications  and  photographs  issued  in  the 
name  of  that  group  have  stated  that  it  holds 
Joseph  Cicippio  and  Edward  Tracy.  We 
have  no  direct  information  concerning  this 
statement.  We  continue  to  receive  reports 
from  diplomatic  sources  that  a  captive  re¬ 
lease  will  occur. 

We  reiterate  that  now  is  the  time  for  all 
hostages  and  others  held  outside  of  the  legal 
system  in  the  region  to  be  released  immedi¬ 
ately,  unconditionally,  and  safely  for  hu¬ 


manitarian  reasons.  We  call  on  all  govern¬ 
ments  with  influence  to  make  this  happen. 

Our  reception  team  remains  in  Wiesba¬ 
den  [Germany]  on  standby  status,  and  we 
continue  to  maintain  contacts  with  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  all  hostages. 

We  understand  that  China  has  announced 
it  intends  to  sign  the  Nuclear  Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion  Treaty.  This  is  something  that  we  have 
been  seeking  for  a  long  time.  We  welcome 
this  development,  and  we  look  forward  to 
early  ratification  by  China  of  the  treaty. 

Note:  Material  from  this  statement  that  per¬ 
tained  to  the  President ’s  daily  schedule  in 
Kennebunkport,  ME,  has  been  included  in 
the  Digest  of  Other  White  House  An¬ 
nouncements. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Release  of  American 
Hostage  Edward  Tracy 
August  11,  1991 


The  Syrian  Foreign  Ministry  has  informed 
the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Damascus  that  Edward 
Austin  Tracy  has  been  released  by  his  cap- 
tors  in  Lebanon  and  has  been  taken  into 
custody  of  Syrian  officials  in  Damascus. 
President  Bush  is  gratified  that  Edward 
Tracy  has  been  released  and  shares  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  all  Americans  for  him  and  his 


family. 

The  President  was  advised  by  Deputy  Na¬ 
tional  Security  Adviser  Robert  Cates  at  7 
a.m.  that  American  hostage  Edward  Tracy 
had  been  released  and  was  in  Damascus. 
The  Syrian  Government  had  notified  the 
U.S.  Embassy  Charge  at  about  3  a.m.  that  a 
release  was  imminent.  The  President  was 
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notified  that  a  release  was  expected  soon. 

Just  before  7  a.m.,  the  U.S.  Embassy  was 
informed  that  Mr.  Tracy  is  in  the  Foreign 


Ministry  in  Damascus.  We  understand  that 
the  U.S.  Charge,  John  Craig,  is  now  on  his 
way  to  the  Foreign  Ministry. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine,  Following  the 
Release  of  American  Hostage  Edward  Tracy 
August  11,  1991 


The  President.  Let  me  just  read  a  brief 
statement,  if  I  might,  because  I  know  that 
all  Americans  are  gratified  today  by  the  re¬ 
lease  of  Edward  Tracy  from  captivity  in 
Lebanon.  We  share  in  the  happiness  of  Mr. 
Tracy’s  family  for  his  release,  but  we  know 
the  anguish  of  the  families  who  still  have 
relatives  in  captivity.  And  I  want  them  to 
know  that  we  continue  to  press  for  the  free¬ 
dom  of  their  loved  ones. 

I  just  talked  to  Mrs.  Doris  Tracy  and  to 
Ed  Tracy’s  sister,  Maria  Lambert,  over  in 
Vermont,  and  they,  of  course,  are  experi¬ 
encing  the  joy  and  happiness  that  any 
family  would.  They  too  are  praying  for  the 
release  of  the  others. 

And  I’d  like  to  express  our  appreciation 
to  the  Government  of  Iran  which  used  its 
influence  with  the  Lebanese  groups  in¬ 
volved  in  order  to  gain  the  unconditional 
release  of  these  hostages.  And  our  thanks 
also  go  out  to  the  Governments  of  Syria  and 
Lebanon,  both  of  which  have  facilitated  this 
release. 

And  at  the  same  time,  our  satisfaction  is 
necessarily  tempered  by  the  fact  that  these 
other  hostages  are  still  held.  We  call  upon 
the  governments  with  influence  on  this 
issue  to  build  on  this  positive  move  and 
work  for  the  release  of  all  hostages  regard¬ 
less  of  their  nationality  and  for  an  account¬ 
ing  of  those  who  may  have  died  while  in 
captivity.  And  so,  again,  I  think  our  whole 
country  rejoices,  but  we  still  have  much  ap¬ 
prehension  and  much  to  be  prayerful  about 
on  this  Sunday,  August  11th. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  do  you  think  these 
hostages  have  been  released  in  recent  days? 
And  do  you  think  this  could  be  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end  of  this  crisis? 

The  President.  Well,  we  don’t  know  exact¬ 
ly  why  they  were  released.  Some  are  tying 


it  to  the  peace  process.  Maybe  if  that’s  true, 
so  much  the  better.  But  the  fact  is  that  this 
man  has  now  been  released,  and  we’re 
simply  now  focusing  on  future  releases.  I 
just  can’t  answer  that  question  definitively. 

Q.  Does  this  bode  well,  though,  for  the 
others,  sir? 

The  President  Well,  I  would  hope  so,  and 
I  certainly  don’t  think  there’s  anything 
contrawise  in  it.  I  mean,  I  think  it’s  got  to 
be  positive  news  for  all. 

Q.  You’ve  given  thanks  to  Iran,  to  Syria, 
and  to  Lebanon.  Is  it  perhaps  time  for 
Israel  to  do  something  specific? 

The  President.  Jim  [Jim  Miklaszewski, 
NBC  News],  I’ve  said  that  all  countries 
holding  hostages  ought  to  release  them — 
people  that  are  not  held  under  procedures 
of  law  but  have  been  taken  hostage.  I  just 
hope  that  we  soon  wake  up  in  this  world 
and  recognize  that  holding  hostages  is  a 
counterproductive  way  to  make  a  statement 
of  policy  or  for  any  other  reason. 

Q.  Well,  sir,  excuse  me,  but  if  you’re  re¬ 
sponding  to  this  question  on  Israel,  are  you 
saying  that  Israel  is  holding  hostages? 

The  President  I’m  just  saying  I  just  de¬ 
fined  for  you  what  hostage-holding  is. 

Q.  Are  you  saying  that  Israel  should  re¬ 
lease  the  Shiite  prisoners  that  it  holds? 

The  President  I’m  saying  everybody  that 
is  held  as  a  hostage  should  be  released  by 
every  country,  whichever  it  is. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  mentioned  the 
help  from  Iran  and  Syria.  What  kind  of 
good  will  would  you  be  now  willing  to 
extend  to  them  for  the  good  will  that 
they’ve  shown?  And  also,  can  you  give  us 
anything  further  on  exactly  what  kind  of 
help  they’ve  provided  and  how  much - 

The  President  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  question 
of  extending  good  will.  Other  Americans 
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are  being  held  against  their  will.  Others 
from  different  countries  are  being  held 
against  their  will.  So,  we  want  to  see  them 
all  released.  So,  I’ve  just  said  that  we  are 
grateful  for  the  release  of  this  one  hostage, 
but  there’s  much  left  to  be  done,  unfortu¬ 
nately. 

Q.  So,  you’re  saying  that  you  really  don’t 
expect  any  change  or  improvement  in  rela¬ 
tions  with  Syria  and  Iran  until  all  the  hos¬ 
tages  are  out? 

The  President  I  think  the  hostage  ques¬ 
tion  is  one  question  between  these  coun¬ 
tries,  and  there  are  many  other  questions 
between  these  countries.  But  we  view  this 
as  a  very  positive  step.  But  I  don’t  think  we 
owe  anybody  anything  when  Americans  are 
being  held  against  their  will  and  then  one  is 
released  and  others  are  still  in  captivity. 
What  I  don’t  want  to  do  is  flamboyantly  and 
inadvertently  set  something  back  here  if 
the  process  is  going  to  go  forward.  I  don’t 
want  to  do  that.  But  on  the  other  hand,  I 
simply  will  keep  repeating  that  there  will 
not  be,  there  can’t  be  totally  normalized 
relations  as  long  as  people  are  held  against 
their  will. 

Now,  the  Iranians  will  say  that  they’re 
not  holding  these  people,  and  indeed  I 
think  they  have  been  helpful  here.  But  to 
be  really  helpful,  we’d  see  the  release  of  all 
these  Americans  and  the  Brits  and  every¬ 
body  else. 

Again,  I  appeal  to  hostage-holders,  wher¬ 
ever  they  may  be,  to  release  the  hostages. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  Secretary-General 
Perez  de  Cuellar  since  his  meeting  with 
McCarthy,  and  have  you  talked  to  the  Is¬ 
raeli  leaders  about  this - 

The  President  No,  I’ve  not  talked  to  any 
of  them. 

Q.  Will  you  be  talking  to  the  Israeli  lead¬ 
ers  about  McCarthy’s  letter?  McCarthy  says 
that  in  the  letter  is  this  request  for  the  400 
Arab  prisoners  to  be  released  from  Israel. 

The  President  I  imagine  that  we’ll  be  in 
touch  with  Israel  through  the  proper  chan¬ 
nels,  but  I  haven’t  talked  to  any  of  the 
people  you  ask  about.  They  know  our  posi¬ 
tion.  Having  been  reiterated  here,  I  hope 
that  it’s  heard  loud  and  clear  around  the 
world. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  yet  what  is  in  the 
letter? 


The  President  I  haven’t  heard  the  details 
of  it  at  all,  no. 

Q.  Sir,  do  you  have  any  indications  or 
rumors  from  diplomatic  sources  that  the 
process  will  go  on  in  the  next  few  hours  or 
days? 

The  President  Well,  again,  there  are 
rumors.  There  continue  to  be  rumors.  But  I 
think  everyone  that’s  been  trolling  around 
here  for  the  last  few  days  know  that  I’ve 
been  expressing  real  word  of  caution  as 
they  first  focused  on  one  family,  then  an¬ 
other  family.  And  there’s  a  certain  cruelty 
to  this  process. 

Having  said  that,  I  am  pleased  that  Mr. 
Tracy  has  been  released. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  just  a  followup  on  that. 
Do  you  have  any  reason  to  believe  that 
these  two  hostage  releases  that  we’ve  seen, 
and  three  if  you  count  the  Frenchman,  is 
this  part  of  a  process  that’s  going  to  keep 
going  forward? 

The  President  I  don’t  know,  Rita  [Rita 
Beamish,  Associated  Press].  I  simply  don’t 
know  the  answer  to  that.  Do  you  remember 
when,  oh,  it  seems  like  years  ago,  hostages 
were  released,  everyone’s  hopes  were  up 
that  this  would  signal  the  beginning  of  the 
end.  And  it  has  failed  to  materialize.  So,  I 
think  we’ve  got  to  be  a  little  cautious  on 
that.  But  perhaps,  given  the  peace  activity 
in  the  world,  there’s  more  of  an  incentive 
to  get  this  hostage  question  behind  the  vari¬ 
ous  countries  that  do  have  influence  with 
those  that  are  holding  the  hostages.  I  think 
the  release  of  this  Frenchman  shows  that 
when  countries  and  different  factions  come 
together,  something  can  happen.  In  other 
words,  a  real  cry  went  up  to  get  this  man 
released,  and  sure  enough,  he  was. 

So,  let’s  hope  that  all  of  this  comes  to¬ 
gether  and  our  citizens  will  be  released  and 
the  others  as  well.  I  keep  thinking  on  this 
Sunday  of  Terry  Waite,  a  man  of  faith  who 
went  to,  I’d  say,  do  the  Lord’s  work  and 
was  taken  prisoner. 

Q .  Sir,  is  it  correct  then  to  say  that  there’s 
been  an  unprecedented  degree  of  coopera¬ 
tion  in  all  this? 

The  President  I  think  there’s  been  new¬ 
found  cooperation,  but  again,  the  results  are 
not  much  different  yet  than  what  happened 
when  other  hostages  were  released. 


1035 


Aug.  11  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


Q.  Are  you  receiving  any  reports  now,  sir, 
of  any  other  possible  pending  releases 
within  the  next - 

The  President  Well,  only  rumors.  That’s 
all  were  living  with  these  days.  And  again, 
I  just  do  not  want  to  be  a  part  of  playing 
the  rumor  game  and  getting  the  hopes  up 
of  the  families  both  here  and  abroad.  But  all 
we’re  dealing  with  at  this  juncture  are 
rumors. 

Q.  Well,  are  those  rumors  that - 

?  The  President  A  couple  more,  and  then 
I’ve  got  to  go  to  church. 

Q.  Whether  they  are  called  prisoners  or 
hostages  that  Israel  is  holding,  would  you 
endorse  their  release  now? 

The  President  I’d  love  to  see  all  people 
held  against  their  will  released.  And  by 
that,  I  mean  those  who  are  taken  as  hos¬ 
tages.  Now,  if  somebody  is  taken  for  legiti¬ 
mate  legal  purposes,  that’s  something  else 
again.  But  yes,  to  the  degree  they  fit  the 
description,  I’d  like  to  see  every  country 
release  them,  and  I’d  like  to  see  the  whole 
world  turn  away  from  holding  hostages. 

You  know,  we  went  through  a  spate  of 
hijackings  as  a  way  to  express  one’s  political 
disapproval.  And  there  was  a  little  condona¬ 
tion  of  this:  “Well,  you  have  to  understand 
where  these  people  are  coming  from  and 
what  their  reasons  are.”  And  somehow  the 
world  has  come  together  against  that.  I’m 
not  saying  it’ll  ever  happen,  but  I  think 
people  recognize  that  putting  innocents  at 
risk  is  not  the  way  one  makes  a  political 
statement.  So,  let’s  hope  that  the  world 
C°Tef  j°^et^er  now  against  taking  hostages 
and  kidnaping  people  and  pulling  them 
away  from  their  homes  to  hold  them  hos¬ 
tage  for  some  political  goal,  whatever  it  is 
A  couple  more,  and  then  I  really  do  have 
to  run. 

Q .  The  Revolutionary  Justice  Organiza¬ 
tion  said  that  the  reason  that  they  released 
Mr.  Tracy  was  because  of  positive  indica¬ 
tors,  developments,  and  progress  in  the  ne¬ 
gotiations  that  are  going  on  to  release  the 
people  that  they  want  freed,  presumably 
those  held  by  Israel.  Can  you  shed  any  light 
on  the  status  of  those  negotiations,  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  does  Israel  seem  to  be  bending 
perhaps,  on  releasing  those  PLO  prisoners? 

lne  President  We  can’t  shed  any  light  on 
it,  but  let’s  hope  progress  is  made  on  all 


fronts  in  releasing  these  people.  But  I  can’t 
help  you  with  any  details.  I  know  a  little 
more  than  I’m  saying,  but  nothing  that 
would  have  a  positive  effect  on  seeing 
people  released.  But  it  is  so  important  that 
these  people  are  released  from  prison. 

Q.  Is  the  U.S.  taking  new  steps  today, 
different  steps  today  in  light  of  the  McCar¬ 
thy  release  and  the  Tracy  release? 

The  President  Well,  there’s  not  many 
steps  we  can  take.  Obviously,  we’re  in 
touch  with  people  wherever  we  get  a  lead, 
and  that  does  include  the  U.N.  officials.  And 
once  in  a  while  we  have  a  suggestion  from 
some  of  them  as  to  what  we  might  do,  dif¬ 
ferent  people,  and  we  try  to  follow  up.  And 
we  have  been  doing — but  we’ve  been  doing 
this  for  years. 

So  again,  I  don’t  want  to  say  the  next 
move  is  up  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
It  raises  the  hopes  of  families,  only  regretta¬ 
bly  to  have  them  lowered  down. 

But  let  s  hope  that  the  process  will  go 
forward.  I  do  think  that  there’s  an  overall 
climate  internationally  now  that  permits,  or 
put  it  this  way,  that  would  encourage  hos- 
tage  holders  to  set  aside  some  of  their  al¬ 
leged  reasons  for  holding  people  or  their 
grievances  in  order  to  permit  them  to  re¬ 
lease  them.  And  by  that,  I’m  talking  about  I 
hope  that  this  peace  process  will  go  for- 
ward.  There’s  some  connection  here;  there’s 
no  question  about  that.  You  talk  to  some  of 
the  hostages  that  came  out  in  the  past,  and 
they  will  tell  you  that  that’s  what  was  on 
the  mind  of  many  of  their  captors,  the  long¬ 
standing  question  of  the  Palestinian  people 
and  all  of  this. 

So  I  think  if  there’s  any  overall  kind  of 
blanket  reason  to  be  optimistic,  it  might  be 
that  people  around  the  world  see  that 
there  s  a  good  chance  that  ancient  enemies 
will  sit  down  and  talk  peace.  And  perhaps 
that  is  encouraging  this  forward  motion;  I 
certainly  hope  that  s  the  case.  I  hope  that 
that  would  be  a  clear  by-product  of  these 
preliminary  discussions  that  Secretary  Baker 
and  others  have  been  having  around  the 
world. 

But  again,  I  don’t  want  to  make  too 
direct  a  linkage  because  I  just  can’t  prove 
that  Some  are  saying,  “We’ll  release  A,  B, 
and  C  if  you’ll  release  D,  E,  and  F.”  And  so 
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it’s  not  all  caught  up  in  the  peace  process, 
but  it’s  an  encouraging  umbrella,  I  think. 

Well,  thank  you  all.  See  you  in  church, 
I’m  sure. 

Please — and  incidentally,  this  is — we’ve 
finished  with  all — you  are  more  than  wel¬ 
come  to  come  to  this  little  church  that 
means  so  much  to  us  for  history  purposes 
only.  That  was  the  church  in  which  my 
mother  and  dad  were  married,  that  all  of  us 
were  baptized,  and  my  grandmother  wor¬ 
shiped  about  the  time  the  church  was  built. 
So,  it’s  very  special,  and  I  hope  you  enjoy  it. 


Thanks. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  9:31  a.m.  at 
the  President's  home  on  Walker's  Point  The 
following  persons  were  referred  to:  Mr. 
Tracy's  wife ,  Doris;  former  British  hostage 
John  McCarthy,  who  delivered  a  letter  from 
the  Islamic  Jihad  to  the  United  Nations  Sec¬ 
retary-General;  former  French  hostage 
Jerome  Leyraud;  and  British  hostage  Terry 
Waite.  Part  of  this  exchange  could  not  be 
verified  because  the  tape  was  incomplete. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine,  on  the  Middle 
East  Hostage  Situation 
August  13,  1991 


The  President.  The  only  thing  I’ve  got  on 
my  mind  is  I  just  wanted  to  say  that  I 
talked  to  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar  today,  the 
Secretary-General  of  the  United  Nations.  I 
don’t  think  I  needed  to  say  this,  but  I  told 
him  that  we  fully  support  his  efforts.  He 
and  his  team  are  running  down  every  possi¬ 
ble  avenue.  He  has  my  full  support  in  ev¬ 
erything  he’s  trying  to  do.  I  caught  him  in 
Geneva;  he’s  still  working  the  problem  in 
Geneva. 

I  asked  him  whether  he  was  optimistic 
and  all.  He  said,  well,  perhaps  a  little  bit 
more  reason  to  be  hopeful,  but  no  specifics 
that  I  can  share  with  anyone.  But  it  was  a 
good  conversation,  and  I  really  do  think 
that  we  ought  to  be  grateful  to  the  way  the 
U.N.  operates  under  his  leadership  at  a  time 
like  this. 

Q.  Sir,  do  you  have  anything  from  the 
Israelis  on  the  prospects  for  releasing  Sheik 
Obeid? 

The  President.  No,  there  wasn’t  anything 
at  all  from  them.  I  noticed  that  they  are 
very  interested  in  getting  back  their  own, 
having  accounted  their  own  military,  and  I 
can  certainly  sympathize  with  that.  I  wasn’t 
perhaps  overly  clear  on  that  the  other  day, 
but  when  I  spoke  about  people  being  taken 
for  political  reasons,  I  still  feel  strongly  that 
everybody  ought  to  release  those. 

But  then  we’ve  seen  that  there  are  some 


that  are  held  in  Germany  that  are  violent 
breakers  of  the  law.  There  are  some  soldiers 
unaccounted  for,  and  all  that  should  be 
cleared  up,  certainly.  But  those  that  are  in 
jails  convicted  of  terrorist  acts,  hijacking 
planes,  bombings,  clearly  they’ve  got  to  pay 
the  price.  But  it’s  these  political  kidnapings 
and  hostage-takings  where  I  hope  people 
will  all  go  ahead  and  release  them. 

Q.  So,  are  the  soldiers  in  that  category? 

The  President.  Well,  there’s  a  full  ac¬ 
counting  that’s  required,  and  I  can  certainly 
understand  Israel’s  desire  to  have  a  full  ac¬ 
counting  for  those  people,  absolutely. 

Q.  Is  the  United  States  putting  any  pres¬ 
sure  on  Israel  to  go  in  the  same  direction? 

The  President.  No,  no  pressure.  We  can’t 
pressure  anybody.  But  we  keep  repeating 
our  policy.  And  I  still  repeat  that  I  don’t 
want  to  get  the  hopes  up  of  families.  I  think 
that’s  still  the  tragedy  in  all  of  this. 

Q,  But  do  you  find  yourself,  sir,  now 
more  optimistic  after  talking  with  him? 

The  President.  Well,  not  particularly  over 
yesterday,  for  example,  but  I  think  he  feels 
there’s  enough  movement  going  on  in  vari¬ 
ous  quarters  that  there’s  reason  to  have 
more  optimism.  I  just  hate  to  raise  the 
stakes  on  our  side  by  expressing  greater  op¬ 
timism  because  I’ve  seen  too  many  families 
hurt. 

Q.  Would  you  discourage  them  from  ne- 
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gotiating  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners? 

The  President  He’s  doing  his  level-best  to 
act  as  an  honest  intermediary  and  taking 
messages  back  and  forth  and  trying  his 
level-best,  and  I  support  that  fully. 

Q.  If  he  negotiates,  that’s  okay  with  you? 

The  President  We  stay  with  the  United 
States  policy.  And  he  is  trying  to  facilitate 
the  release,  and  I  salute  him  100  percent 
for  what  he’s  trying  to  do. 

Q.  He  indicated  that  the  release  of  those 
seven,  or  the  accounting  for  those  seven 
Israeli  military  guys,  that  that  seems  to  be 
really  the  main  sticking  point.  And  he  said 
that  if  that  could  be  solved,  then  the  hos¬ 
tage  situation  could  be  solved;  not  a  direct 
quote,  but  it  seems  to  be  what  he’s  saying. 

The  President  I  think  when  military 
people  are  unaccounted  for,  whether 
they’re  MIA’s  in  Vietnam  or  whether 
they’re  Israeli  soldiers  presumably  held 
somewhere  else,  there  should  be  a  full  ac¬ 
counting.  And  I  certainly  share  Israel’s  con¬ 
cern,  just  as  I  expect  all  countries  share  our 
concern  about  MIA’s  that  are  not  accounted 
for. 

Q.  Just  to  be  clear  on  this  business  of 
negotiating,  are  you  saying  that  you  would 
not  tell  Mr.  Perez  de  Cuellar  not  to  negoti¬ 
ate — 

The  President  He’s  free  to  do  whatever 
he  wants  to  do,  and  the  other  parties  are  as 
well. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  clarification  of 
the  letter? 

The  President  And  I  support  him  in  what 
he’s  trying  to  do. 

Q. - of  the  letter  he - 

The  President  I’ve  seen  the  letter,  yes, 
eight  pages  of  it.  In  fact,  I  looked  at  it  this 
morning. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  they  were  trying  to 
get  clarification  of  the  meaning - 

The  President  Well,  there  hasn’t  been 
anything  since  this  morning  that  I  know  of 
in  terms  of  clarification.  You  mean  in  terms 
of  people  that  are  held  all  over  the  world 


kind  of  thing? 

Q.  All  over  the  world,  yes. 

The  President  That  needs  clarification. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  new  since  yesterday? 
Marlin  told  us  that  there  were  some  posi¬ 
tive  aspects  to  it.  Does  it  seem  like  that  this 
letter  shows  more  hope  than  we’ve  had  in 
the  past  because  of - 

The  President  Well,  maybe  the  fact  that 
some  of  these  groups  are  even  discussing  a 
hostage  release  is  important.  But  I  can’t  tell 
you  that,  having  looked  at  that  letter  and 
read  an  analysis  put  together  for  me  by  the 
National  Security  Council  people,  that  I  see 
any  reason  to  be  extraordinarily  hopeful  be¬ 
cause  of  that  long  letter. 

So,  it’s  still  murky,  and  it’s  still  ugly  busi¬ 
ness.  But  I  am  very  pleased  that  we  have  a 
Secretary-General,  that  the  United  Nations 
does,  that’s  willing  to  go  the  extra  mile.  And 
he’s  sure  trying  hard,  and  maybe  it’ll  have 
some  results.  I  certainly  hope  so.  I  know  the 
American  people  all  do. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  indication  of  he 
hopes  to  have  it  settled  within  a  week,  or 
any  kind  of  a - 

The  President.  No,  he  didn’t  have  any 
timeframe  on  it,  Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  Associ¬ 
ated  Press].  That’s  a  good  question.  And 
there  was  no  kind  of,  "Well,  if  I  find  out 
something  by  24  hours  or  48,  then  it  would 
lead  to  something  else.”  There  was  none  of 
that. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  that  all  the  groups 
that  are  holding  hostages  are  represented  in 
whatever  the  U.N.  talks  are? 

The  President  No.  I  think  some  of  it  is  so 
shadowy  you’re  never  really  sure. 

Well,  thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:10  a.m.  on 
the  course  at  the  Cape  Arundel  Golf  Club 
in  Kennebunkport,  ME.  In  his  remarks,  he 
referred  to  Sheik  Abdul  Karim  Obeid, 
Moslem  cleric  and  Hezbollah  leader  held  by 
Israel. 
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Nomination  of  William  Taylor  To  Be  a  Member  and  Chairperson  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance 
Corporation 
August  13,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  William  Taylor,  of  Illinois, 
to  be  a  member  and  Chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Deposit 
Insurance  Corporation  for  a  term  expiring 
February  28,  1993.  He  would  succeed  L. 
William  Seidman. 

Currently  Mr.  Taylor  serves  as  staff  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Division  of  Banking  Supervision 
and  Regulation  at  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  Washington, 
DC.  He  served  as  a  bank  examiner  with  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  Chicago,  IL,  1961- 


1968;  and  as  vice  president  in  charge  of 
lending  with  the  Upper  Avenue  Bank  in 
Chicago,  IL,  1968-1972.  From  1972  to 
1976,  he  served  as  vice  president  and  man¬ 
ager  of  James  W.  Rouse  and  Co.,  a  real 
estate  development  and  banking  firm  in 
Chicago,  IL. 

Mr.  Taylor  graduated  from  Cornell  Col¬ 
lege  (B.A.,  1961).  He  was  born  June  24, 
1939,  in  Chicago,  IL.  Mr.  Taylor  is  married, 
has  three  children,  and  resides  in  Oakton, 
VA. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  the  1991  National 
Security  Strategy  Report 
August  13,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

In  accordance  with  section  603  of  the 
Goldwater-Nichols  Department  of  Defense 
Reorganization  Act  of  1986  (Public  Law  99- 
433;  50  U.S.C.  404a),  I  hereby  transmit  the 
annual  report  on  the  National  Security 
Strategy  of  the  United  States,  1991. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 


Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Statement  on  the  1991  National  Security  Strategy  Report 
August  13,  1991 


Today  I  signed  and  forwarded  to  Con¬ 
gress  the  National  Security  Strategy  Report 
for  1991.  This  report  comes  at  a  rare 
moment  in  history.  Seldom  if  ever  have  we 
been  offered  such  an  opportunity:  to  build  a 
new  international  system  in  accordance 
with  our  own  values  and  ideals.  The  cold 
war  has  at  long  last  released  its  grip  on 
world  events.  Democracy  is  coming  to  East¬ 


ern  Europe.  The  Gulf  war  helped  create  an 
unprecedented  consensus  that  aggressive 
force  must  not  be  used  to  settle  disputes 
and  that  if  it  is,  the  international  communi¬ 
ty  will  respond.  More  so  than  ever  before, 
we  have  seen  the  United  Nations  play  the 
role  dreamed  of  by  its  founders.  The  United 
States  and  Soviet  Union  have  signed  a 
treaty  that  for  the  first  time  significantly 
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reduces  their  strategic  nuclear  arsenals.  Yet, 
for  all  these  national  and  international  tri¬ 
umphs,  the  world  remains  a  volatile  place 
with  ethnic  antagonisms,  national  rivalries, 
religious  tensions,  spreading  armaments, 
personal  ambitions,  and  lingering  authori¬ 
tarianism.  Our  national  security  strategy  re¬ 
flects  the  significant  achievements,  sobering 
realities,  and  important  opportunities  that 
now  confront  us. 

This  report  emphasizes  the  enduring  po¬ 
litical,  economic,  and  military  foundations 
of  our  national  strategy,  yet  acknowledges 
the  mandate  for  change  in  implementing 
elements  of  that  strategy.  While  addressing 
our  strategic  relationship  with  the  Soviet 
Union  as  an  inescapable  priority,  we  will 
work  with  our  allies  to  respond  to  new  po¬ 
litical  challenges,  taking  into  account  a 
more  internally  oriented  and  less  threaten¬ 
ing  Soviet  Union.  While  contributing  to 
global  stability  as  only  America  can,  we  will 
shift  our  focus  to  regional  threats  and 
peaceful  engagement.  While  reducing  nu¬ 


clear  and  conventional  force  levels  on  the 
Continent,  we  will  work  with  our  NATO 
allies  to  foster  reconciliation,  security,  and 
democracy  in  a  Europe  whole  and  free. 
And  while  providing  adequately  for  our  de¬ 
fense,  our  economic  well-being  will  remain 
the  foundation  of  our  long-term  strength. 

Our  response  to  strategic  challenges  has 
always  been  shaped  by  what  we  are  as  a 
people,  for  our  values  are  the  link  between 
our  past  and  our  future,  between  our  do¬ 
mestic  life  and  our  foreign  policy,  between 
our  power  and  our  purpose.  Our  responsi¬ 
bility  as  a  Nation  remains  not  only  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  citizens  and  our  interests  but  also 
to  help  create  a  new  world  in  which  our 
fundamental  ideals  not  only  survive  but 
flourish.  That  is  the  essence  of  our  national 
security  strategy. 

I  look  to  this  report  to  be  the  foundation 
for  a  productive,  nonpartisan,  national 
dialog  as  we  continue  to  develop  and  articu¬ 
late  a  strategic  approach  that  will  guide  us 
safely  into  the  21st  century. 


Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Fraternal  Order 
of  Police  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


August  14,  1991 

Thank  you  all.  And  Dewey,  thank  you  for 
that  very  generous  introduction.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  a  good  relationship  with  this 
outstanding  organization.  Many  of  you  have 
been  to  the  White  House;  many  more  I 
hope  will  come.  But  I  want  to  thank  your 
president  for  the  introduction  and  for  his 
leadership. 

I  want  to,  of  course,  salute  the  Attorney 
General,  Dick  Thornburgh,  so  well-known 
to  everybody,  not  just  in  Pittsburgh  but 
across  this  country,  for  the  job  he’s  done  for 
law  enforcement.  I  want  to  thank  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Police,  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  I  want  to  thank  all  of  you, 
all  3,000  of  you,  for  the  warmth  of  that 
greeting.  Now  I  know  how  Barry  Bonds  and  1 
Bobby  Bonilla  feel  over  at  Three  Rivers  Sta¬ 
dium.  [Laughter]  I  don’t  think  so  many 
great  defenders  have  gathered  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  since  the  last  reunion  of  the  Steelers’ 


Super  Bowl  teams.  [Laughter]  So,  welcome. 

A  couple  of  years  ago,  2  years  ago,  I  was 
scheduled  to  address  you.  I  couldn’t  be¬ 
cause  of  the  tragic  death  of  an  American 
hostage.  Maybe  you  all  remember  him;  I 
certainly  do:  Colonel  Rich  Higgins.  Today,  I 
am  delighted  to  be  here  at  a  time  when 
hostages  are  being  released  from  the 
Middle  East. 

This  is  a  very  difficult  time,  let’s  face  it, 
for  the  families  of  those  still  held  hostage. 
For  years  they’ve  endured  that  cruel  water 
torture,  you  might  say,  of  occasional  vague 
promises  followed  by  crushing  disappoint¬ 
ment.  They’ve  seen  their  loved  ones  used  as 
political  puppets,  but  they  haven’t  been 
able  to  identify  the  puppeteers. 

We  cannot  tell,  I  wish  I  could  tell  you, 
but  we  cannot  tell  what  lies  ahead.  But  this 
administration  will  never  rest  until  every 
hostage  is  free  to  rejoin  his  loved  ones  and 
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return  to  the  America  that  loves  them. 

I  think  it’s  appropriate  to  say  that  I  want 
to  once  again  express  my  strong  support  to 
Secretary-General  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar 
of  the  United  Nations  for  his  continuing  ef¬ 
forts  to  free  all  the  hostages.  They’re  doing 
a  good  job  there  and  trying  hard,  and  we 
support  him  100  percent. 

And  I  look  out  over  this  crowd,  and  I 
expect  many  fought  in  the  war  preceding 
Desert  Storm.  And  I  might  say  to  those  who 
did  serve  in  Vietnam,  while  we’re  talking 
about  accounting  for  people:  We  will  do 
everything  to  our  level-best  to  account  for 
every  single  MIA  in  the  Vietnam  area. 

I’m  here  today  because,  as  in  the  Middle 
East,  our  entire  administration  opposes 
chaos  and  lawlessness,  and  stands  shoulder- 
to-shoulder  with  those  who  strive  for  law 
and  order.  And  Dewey,  once  again,  thank 
you  for  your  kind  words. 

As  you  well  know,  there  are  no  magic, 
one-step  solutions  to  the  complex  problems 
of  crime  and  drugs.  In  some  cases,  educa¬ 
tion,  employment,  career  counseling,  these 
things  sometimes  can  help  turn  prisoners 
into  productive  citizens.  And  we  recognize 
that.  Drug  rehabilitation  can  direct  ex-drug 
users  toward  useful  lives.  But  sometimes 
these  means  simply  don’t  work.  And  we 
must  remember  that  the  first  obligation  of  a 
penal  system  is  to  punish  those  who  break 
our  laws. 

Today,  I  want  to  discuss  ways  in  which 
we  can  help  free  America  from  the  fear  of 
crime  and  drugs,  and  in  the  process  thank 
those  of  you  in  this  organization  who  have 
had  a  constructive  input  into  the  legislation 
that  I  want  to  talk  about.  Frankly,  I  am 
proud  of  our  domestic  agenda,  our  adminis¬ 
tration’s  domestic  agenda.  We  have  strong 
initiatives  in  child  care  and  clean  air  and 
homeownership  and  energy  and  transporta¬ 
tion  and  other  areas  as  well.  But  I’m  espe¬ 
cially  proud  of  our  war  on  crime. 

Our  outgoing  Attorney  General,  with  me 
here  today,  Dick  Thornburgh,  has  played  a 
tremendous  role  in  this  fight.  And  he’s 
taken  his  job  as  America’s  chief  law  en¬ 
forcement  officer  very  seriously.  Relentless¬ 
ly,  tenaciously,  he’s  pursued  those  who  prey 
on  our  society.  Dick,  on  behalf  of  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  I  want  to  thank  you  in  this,  your  home 
town  of  Pittsburgh,  for  your  superb  service 


to  our  country  as  Attorney  General.  Leav¬ 
ing  politics  aside,  this  Nation  owes  you  a 
real  vote  of  gratitude. 

We  come  here  armed  with  some  good 
news.  Last  year  the  percentage  of  American 
households  affected  by  crime  fell  to  an  esti¬ 
mated  24  percent,  the  lowest  rate  since  the 
Federal  Government  introduced  this  indica¬ 
tor  in  1975.  But  as  good  as  that  may  sound, 
it  is  hard  to  celebrate  the  fact  that  nearly 
one  in  every  four  households  feels  the  touch 
of  crime  each  year.  So  today  let’s  talk  about 
building  an  America  even  more  deeply 
committed  to  the  values  that  make  law  and 
order  possible. 

One  good  step  in  my  view  would  be  to 
ensure  that  Clarence  Thomas  becomes  the 
next  Justice  on  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court.  This  man  knows,  Clarence  Thomas 
knows,  as  Teddy  Roosevelt  said,  that  Amer¬ 
ica  will  not  be  a  good  place  for  any  of  us 
until  it  is  a  good  place  for  all  of  us  to  live  in. 
He  has  lived  the  values  that  we  hold  dear: 
duty,  decency,  and  personal  responsibility. 
And  he’s  promoted  those  values  through  his 
career  in  public  service.  I  don’t  know  how 
many  saw  the  announcement  I  made  up  in 
Maine  with  Clarence  by  my  side  when  I 
announced  this  appointment,  but  his  per¬ 
sonal  story  cannot  help  but  move  people, 
inspire  them. 

I  nominated  Judge  Thomas  because  he 
has  the  brains  and  the  background  and  the 
character  to  promote  fidelity  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  to  uphold  our  commitment  to 
equal  opportunity.  I  ask  you  to  help  support 
those  values  by  urging  the  Senate  to  con¬ 
firm  Clarence  Thomas  as  our  next  Supreme 
Court  Justice. 

Values,  values  is  what  we’re  talking 
about.  It’s  what  drives  you  in  your  careers. 
We  can’t  underestimate  the  importance  of 
these  values  since,  as  you  know,  police 
cannot  maintain  the  peace  without  the 
help,  the  support,  and  the  respect  of  the 
people  they  serve. 

When  you  deal  with  crime’s  victims  and 
its  perpetrators,  you  know  that  our  citizens 
want  and  deserve  to  feel  safe,  to  live  in 
communities  in  which  they  are  safe.  But  no 
one  should  underestimate  the  difficulty  of 
bringing  order  to  streets  decimated  by  law¬ 
lessness  and  chaos. 
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First,  our  administration  is  committed  to 
rewarding  good  police  work.  By  the  end  of 
this  year,  we  will  have  50  percent  more 
Federal  prosecutors  than  in  1988.  We  re  on 
our  way  to  doubling  the  capacity  of  the 
Federal  prisons.  That  will  help  us  house 
more  than  2,500  dangerous  criminals  con¬ 
victed  since  1989  under  tough  Federal  laws 
that  require  a  mandatory  5-year  sentence 
for  using  a  gun  in  a  violent  crime  or  a  drug 
trafficking  offense. 

We’ve  acted  to  curb  potential  furlough 
abuse.  Under  Dick  Thornburgh,  and  I  salute 
him  for  this,  we’ve  tightened  the  furlough 
review  process  for  inmates,  further  restrict¬ 
ing  the  already  limited  furlough  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  Federal  offenders.  In  April  of  1989 
the  furlough  rate  was  1.2  per  100  inmates. 
This  April  it’ll  be  less  than  half  of  that.  And 
of  course,  no  furloughs  are  granted  for 
anyone  serving  a  sentence  of  life  without 
parole.  There  will  be  no  letup.  Furlough  is 
a  privilege,  and  it’s  not  a  right. 

And  again  with  the  help  of  many  here, 
our  administration  has  acted  to  punish  hard¬ 
ened  criminals,  what  you  all  call  career 
criminals,  under  the  Federal  Armed  Crimi¬ 
nal  Career  Act,  You  shouldn’t  have  to 
endure  the  frustration  of  watching  a  sea¬ 
soned  criminal  walk  free  because  we  didn’t 
have  the  facilities  or  the  prosecutors  or  the 
will  to  take  the  law  and  our  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers  seriously.  We  would  like 
every  State  to  have  tough  laws  to  deal  with 
violent  criminals.  But  were  not  waiting  for 
those  who  don’t. 

Project  Triggerlock,  started  just  in  April, 
already  has  produced  850  indictments 
against  persons  for  firearm  offenses.  Togeth¬ 
er,  we’ve  seized  criminals’  assets,  using 
them  to  fund  law  enforcement  and  building 
new  prisons.  More  than  $700  million  of  the 
assets  seized  have  been  returned  to  State 
and  local  law  enforcement  agencies  for  use 
in  fighting  crime.  You  talk  about  poetic  jus¬ 
tice;  that’s  it.  And  it’s  long  overdue. 

But  this  is  just  a  beginning,  and  you  know 
it.  You’re  out  there  on  the  front  lines.  You 
know  it  better  than  I  do.  We  have  a  very 
good  chance  this  year  of  passing  our  admin¬ 
istration’s  comprehensive  package  to 
combat  violent  crime.  Nearly  two  and  a  half 
years  ago  I  announced  our  Violent  Crime 
Act  legislation,  asking  Congress  to  back  up 


our  law  enforcement  officials  with  laws  that 
are  fair,  fast,  and  final.  That  package  starts 
with  a  commonsense  proposition:  Don’t 
send  police  into  battle  wearing  handcuffs. 

And  so,  we  proposed  stiff  penalties  for 
criminals  using  semiautomatic  weapons,  an 
improved  exclusionary  rule,  and  habeas 
corpus  reforms.  These  proposals — and  if  you 
haven’t  seen  them,  take  a  look  at  them — 
these  proposals  tell  criminals:  You  will  serve 
the  time.  They  also  tell  police  and  law-abid¬ 
ing  citizens:  We  will  reclaim  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  streets.  Our  package  also  says: 
Let’s  give  our  law  officers  the  respect  they 
deserve,  in  part  by  imposing  the  death  pen¬ 
alty  on  those  who  kill  a  law  enforcement 
officer.  Our  proposals  impose  tough  punish¬ 
ment  on  drug  kingpins  who  threaten  a  Fed¬ 
eral  witness  or  a  juror  or  a  judge. 

We  want  a  good  faith  exception  to  the 
exclusionary  rule.  There’s  no  reason,  none 
at  all,  that  good  police  officers  should  be 
penalized  and  criminals  freed  because  a 
judge  or  lawyer  bungled  a  search  warrant. 
We  want  habeas  corpus  reform  that  will 
prevent  criminals  and  lawyers  from  using 
technicalities  to  gum  up  our  justice  system. 

In  short,  the  time  has  come  to  show  less 
compassion  for  the  architects  of  crime  and 
more  compassion  for  its  victims.  And  you  all 
know  it:  No  group  suffers  more  from  vio¬ 
lent  crime  than  the  poor,  a  group  most 
heavily  victimized  by  lawlessness. 

Working  with  Congress,  we  reauthorized 
the  1984  Victims  of  Crime  Act  and  boosted 
its  annual  Victims  Compensation  and  Assist¬ 
ance  Fund  to  $150  million.  These  dollars 
came  not  from  taxpayers  but  from  crimi¬ 
nals’  fines  and  penalties.  After  all,  crime 
shouldn’t  pay;  let  the  criminals  pay  it  for  a 
change.  And  that’s  what  happens  as  we  try 
to  support  these  victims  of  crime. 

We  stepped  up  efforts  to  implement  the 
Victim-Witness  Protection  Act  and  the  new 
Victims’  Rights  and  Restitution  Act.  And  let 
me  note  how  our  Violent  Crime  Control 
Act  of  1991  gives  further  aid  to  innocent 
victims  of  crime.  It  includes  new  protec¬ 
tions  for  witnesses  and  abused  kids.  It  pro¬ 
vides  rules  that  make  it  easier  to  prosecute 
those  who  commit  sexual  violence  against 
women  and  children.  It  imposes  mandatory 
HIV  testing  of  accused  sex  offenders,  and  it 
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preme  Court  decision  in  INS  v.  Chadha , 
462  U.S.  919  (1983).  I  reiterate  that  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  such  provisions  is  inappropriate. 

Several  provisions  in  the  Act  requiring 
the  disclosure  of  certain  information  to  the 
Congress  raise  constitutional  concerns. 
These  provisions  cannot  be  construed  to  de¬ 
tract  from  the  President’s  constitutional  au¬ 
thority  to  withhold  information  the  disclo¬ 
sure  of  which  could  significantly  impair  for¬ 
eign  relations,  the  national  security,  the  de¬ 
liberative  processes  of  the  Executive,  or  the 
performance  of  the  Executive’s  constitu¬ 
tional  duties. 

I  believe  that  the  Act’s  definition  of 
“covert  action”  is  unnecessary.  In  determin¬ 
ing  whether  particular  military  activities 
constitute  covert  actions,  I  shall  continue  to 
bear  in  mind  the  historic  missions  of  the 


Armed  Forces  to  protect  the  United  States 
and  its  interests,  influence  foreign  capabili¬ 
ties  and  intentions,  and  conduct  activities 
preparatory  to  the  execution  of  operations. 

I  am  confident  that  this  Act  will  lay  to 
rest  disputes  that  in  the  past  have  arisen 
between  some  Members  of  Congress  and 
the  executive  branch,  and  I  look  forward  to 
continued  cooperation  with  the  Intelligence 
Committees. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

August  14,  1991. 

Note:  HR.  1455 ,  approved  August  14 ,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-88.  This  state¬ 
ment  was  released  by  the  Office  of  the 
Press  Secretary  on  August  15. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
August  15,  1991 


The  President  Good  morning,  everybody, 
bright  and  early. 

Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Any  hopeful  signs  on  the  hostage  situa¬ 
tion? 

The  President.  Nothing  overnight.  Just 
talked  to  the  Sit  Room,  and  I  think  Perez 
de  Cuellar  just  left  Geneva.  But  we  haven’t 
gotten  a  last-minute  report;  coming.  So, 
there’s  nothing,  no  new  developments  over¬ 
night  at  all. 

President’s  Health 

Q.  What  happened  to  your  arm,  sir? 

The  President  Donated  a  little  blood  to 
the  cause. 

Q.  Where?  Here  in  town? 

The  President  No,  no.  The  nurse  took  it 
out. 

Q.  On  purpose?  [Laughter] 

The  President  No,  they  check  me  about 
once  a  month  on  that  blood  withdrawal. 

Q,  What  are  you  doing  instead  of  running 
these  days? 

The  President  I  ran  yesterday,  2  miles. 

Q.  Did  you? 

The  President  Yes. 


Q.  Where? 

The  President  On  the  place.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you’re  running  how  often? 

The  President.  About  once  a  week.  And 
then  I’m  playing  tennis  out  there  and  play¬ 
ing  golf  here,  which  isn’t  a  lot  of  exercise, 
except  for  the  amount  of  swings  I’m  taking. 

Q.  Are  you  using  a  Stairmaster  or  any¬ 
thing  like  that? 

The  President  No,  I’ve  run.  I  use  one  at 
home,  but  I  ran  20  minutes  yesterday 
which  is  2  miles. 

Q.  You’re  not  cutting  back  on  that  on 
doctors’  orders,  are  you? 

The  President  No,  no.  I’m  cutting  back 
on  it  because  I’m  playing  a  lot  of  tennis  and 
a  lot  of  other  stuff,  getting  up  early  around 
here.  Cast  for  45  minutes  yesterday  steadily 
which  was  fantastic  fishing.  So,  it’s  a  mixed 
program. 

Q .  What  was  the  blood  test  for? 

The  President  They  just  take  it  out  of 
here  and  test  it  every  month  or  so. 

Q.  Just  routine? 

The  President  Yes,  just  to  see  the  balance 
on  the  thyroid.  I’m  still  taking  thyroid  stuff 
and  will  be,  I  guess,  for  the  rest  of  my  life. 
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Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Are  you  pleased  with  Israel’s  response 
and  the  way  they’re  proceeding? 

The  President  It  sounds  like  flexibility  on 
all  sides.  But  again,  Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  As¬ 
sociated  Press],  it’s  pure  speculation  this 
morning  because  there  isn’t  any  news  over¬ 
night  that  we  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  think  we’re  settling  into — 
Perez  de  Cuellar  seems  to  indicate  maybe  a 
little  bit  of,  I  don’t  know,  a  holding  pattern 
or  just  maybe  having  to  settle  in  for - 

The  President  Well,  when  I  talked  to  him 
a  couple  of  days  ago,  he  expressed  cautious 
optimism,  and  I  don’t  know  that  there’s  any 
reason  to  change  that  assessment. 

Q.  You  said  that  this  would  now  be  a  time 
for  secret  negotiations.  Who  is  taking  part 
in  these  secret  negotiations? 

The  President  Well,  if  it’s  secret,  we 
wouldn’t  know,  would  we? 

Q.  But  I  thought  you  might  know. 

The  President  If  it’s  a  big  secret,  we 
wouldn’t.  Well,  I  might.  But  I  think  the  ball 
is  largely  in  the  constructive  hands  of  Perez 
de  Cuellar  and  his  team  now  which  is  good 
because  the  U.N.,  having  performed  very 
well  during  the  Desert  Storm  period  and 
prior  to  that,  I  think  has  a  certain  new  re¬ 
spect  level.  And  certainly  the  Secretary- 
General  seems  to  have  the  confidence  of  all 
parties.  So,  that’s  the  major  chance  now  for 
more  release. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  him? 

Q.  Are  you  concerned  at  all,  sir,  that  with 
Perez  de  Cuellar  negotiating  with  these 
hostage-takers  that  it  might  have  the  effect 
of  doing  what  the  United  States  has  always 
not  wanted  to  do,  and  that  is  to  make  hos¬ 
tages  seem  more  valuable  because  it  gets 
the  attention  of  the  world  community? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  if  it’s  being 


handled  this  way,  there’s  any  chance  of  that 
at  all.  Our  position  is  well-known,  and  I 
think  others  have  had  different  policies  on 
that.  You’ve  seen  in  the  past  where  Israel, 
anxious  to  account  for  every  single  one  of 
its  fighting  people,  fighting  men  who’ve 
been  taken  prisoner  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  willing  to  engage  in  prisoner 
swaps,  and  so  indeed - 

Q.  You  have  no  problem  with  that? 

The  President.  None  at  all.  I  don’t  see 
that  there’s  anything  that  would  diminish 
our  policy  at  all,  in  all  of  this.  In  fact,  I’m 
just  hopeful  that  it  will  result  in  the  release 
of  our  people. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  him  since - 

The  President  No,  not  since  I  talked  to 
him  a  couple  of  days  ago. 

Golf  Game 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  use  Big  Bertha? 

The  President  I’m  going  to  unleash  it  out 
here,  yes.  Keep  your  head  down  there  and 
left  arm  straight  and  bring  it  on  through, 
and  the  results  are  startling.  By  that,  I  mean 
wet. 

Q.  Wet? 

The  President  It’s  not  very  wet,  not  the 
way  I  use  it. 

Q.  Where’s  Mrs.  Bush? 

The  President  She’s  recovering  from  her 
round  of  yesterday.  That’s  subject  to  further 
interpretation  by  the  Secretary-General, 
which  means  she  stunk  and  doesn’t  want  to 
play  today.  [Laughter]  No,  rephrase  that: 
She  didn’t  have  her  finest  outing  yesterday. 
[Laughter] 

Note :  The  exchange  began  at  6:14  a.m.  on 
the  course  at  the  Cape  Arundel  Golf  Club 
in  Kennebunkport,  ME.  In  the  exchange,  a 
reporter  referred  to  Big  Bertha ,  one  of  the 
President's  golf  clubs. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Energy  and  Water  Development 
Appropriations  Act,  1992 
August  17,  1991 

I  have  today  signed  into  law  H.R.  2427,  propriations  Act,  1992.”  This  Act  provides 
the  “Energy  and  Water  Development  Ap-  funds  for  the  water  resources  development 
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activities  of  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  Department  of  the  Interior’s 
Bureau  of  Reclamation.  In  addition,  the  Act 
provides  funding  for  the  Department  of 
Energy.  Various  related  independent  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  the  Appalachian  Regional  Com¬ 
mission,  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commis¬ 
sion,  and  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority 
are  also  funded  by  this  Act. 

The  funding  in  this  Act  will  help  make 
important  investments  in  research  and  de¬ 
velopment  for  general  science  and  energy 
supply,  environmental  restoration  and 
waste  disposal,  and  water  resources  devel¬ 
opment.  I  am  concerned,  however,  about 
the  longer-term  distribution  of  funds  be¬ 
tween  scientific  research  and  development 
of  national  significance  and  water  projects 
of  more  local  benefit.  Funding  for  water 
projects  is  increased  above  the  Administra¬ 
tion’s  request  by  $132  million,  while  the 
Administration’s  request  for  General  Sci¬ 
ence  and  Research  Activities  is  reduced  by 
$76  million. 

Sections  304  and  506  of  the  Act  raise  con¬ 
stitutional  concerns.  Section  304  would 
direct  the  Secretary  of  Energy,  “to  the  full¬ 
est  extent  possible,”  to  ensure  that  10  per¬ 
cent  of  the  funds  for  the  Superconducting 
Super  Collider  go  to  various  institutions  that 
are  defined  by  their  racial  composition.  To 
the  extent  that  important  governmental  ob¬ 


jectives  are  not  clearly  identified  as  the 
basis  for  such  designations,  they  may  raise 
constitutional  concerns.  I  therefore  direct 
the  Secretary,  as  part  of  his  obligation  to 
implement  section  304  “to  the  fullest  extent 
possible,”  to  administer  the  section  in  a  con¬ 
stitutional  manner. 

Section  506  of  the  Act  provides  that  none 
of  the  funds  appropriated  by  this  or  any 
other  legislation  may  be  used  to  conduct 
studies  concerning  “the  possibility  of  chang¬ 
ing  from  the  currently  required  ‘at  cost’  to 
a  ‘market  rate’  or  any  other  noncost-based 
method  for  the  pricing  of  hydroelectric 
power”  by  Federal  power  authorities.  Arti¬ 
cle  II,  section  3,  of  the  Constitution  grants 
the  President  authority  to  recommend  to 
the  Congress  any  legislative  measures  con¬ 
sidered  “necessary  and  expedient.”  Accord¬ 
ingly,  in  keeping  with  the  well-settled  obli¬ 
gation  to  construe  ambiguous  statutory  pro¬ 
visions  to  avoid  constitutional  questions,  I 
will  interpret  section  506  so  as  not  to  in¬ 
fringe  on  the  Executive’s  authority  to  con¬ 
duct  studies  that  might  assist  in  the  evalua¬ 
tion  and  preparation  of  such  measures. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

August  17,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2427 \  approved  August  17 '  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-104. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Emergency  Unemployment 
Compensation  Act  of  1991 
August  17 \  1991 


Today  I  am  signing  H.R.  3201,  the 
“Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation 
Act  of  1991.”  This  bill  would  authorize  $4.5 
billion  primarily  for  a  Federal  program  of 
emergency  unemployment  compensation 
that  would  bypass  the  discipline  of  the  Bi¬ 
partisan  Budget  Agreement.  H.R.  3201 
specifies  that  this  new  program  and  other 
provisions  of  the  bill  will  not  take  effect 
unless  I  designate  the  associated  spending 
as  an  emergency  under  the  Balanced 
Budget  and  Emergency  Deficit  Control  Act 


of  1985,  as  amended.  For  the  following  rea¬ 
sons,  I  will  not  designate  the  direct  spend¬ 
ing  and  the  appropriations  authorized  in 
H.R.  3201  as  an  emergency. 

The  Administr ation ,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
System,  and  most  private  forecasters  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  recession  has  ended  and  that 
a  recovery  appears  to  be  under  way.  Recent 
official  figures  show  that  the  GNP  for  the 
second  quarter  of  this  year  actually  in¬ 
creased.  Last  month’s  drop  in  the  unem- 
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ployment  rate  is  another  encouraging  sign. 
Although  the  unemployment  rate  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  react  with  a  lag,  it  should  decline 
further  with  the  economic  growth  that  is 
forecast  for  the  rest  of  this  year. 

By  historical  standards,  the  current  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  would  not  be  cause  for 
“emergency”  action  to  trigger  additional 
benefits  above  and  beyond  those  provided 
by  current  law.  When  the  Congress  last  cre¬ 
ated  a  temporary  Federal  supplemental 
compensation  program  in  1982,  the  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  exceeded  10  percent — much 
higher  than  the  current  rate  of  6.8  percent. 
When  that  program  was  allowed  to  expire 
in  1985,  unemployment  was  still  higher 
than  the  current  rate. 

While  it  is  not  a  satisfactory  substitute  for 
a  job,  I  am  gratified  that  the  present  unem¬ 
ployment  compensation  system — including 
its  provisions  for  extended  benefits — is  pro¬ 
viding  $25.4  billion  in  payments  to  the  un¬ 
employed  this  fiscal  year.  The  present 
system  will  continue  to  provide  benefits  for 
those  who  are  eligible. 

Under  current  circumstances,  an  emer¬ 
gency  designation  could  be  counterproduc¬ 
tive.  It  could  signal  the  abandonment  of  the 
fiscal  discipline  of  the  1990  budget  agree¬ 
ment.  This  would  have  a  negative  effect  on 
financial  markets,  could  jeopardize  the  re¬ 
covery,  and  thus  might  increase  unemploy¬ 
ment  just  when  the  projected  recovery 
would  otherwise  have  been  decreasing  un¬ 
employment. 

In  addition  to  the  problem  with  the 
“emergency”  designation,  the  Administra¬ 
tion  believes  that  the  revised  program  of 
unemployment  compensation  authorized  by 
H.R.  3201  is  poorly  designed  and  unneces¬ 
sarily  expensive,  and  could  lead  to  slower 
reemployment.  The  new  program  would 
create  four  tiers  of  benefits  providing  from 
4  to  20  weeks  of  compensation.  Experience 
suggests  that  such  a  complex,  cumbersome 


system  would  result  in  benefit  delays,  pay¬ 
ment  inaccuracies,  and  escalating  adminis¬ 
trative  costs. 

H.R.  3201  would  expand  “emergency” 
unemployment  benefits  to  every  State, 
even  those  with  relatively  low  unemploy¬ 
ment.  It  would  abandon  the  measure  of  un¬ 
employment  that  has  historically  been  used 
to  trigger  extended  benefits  and  would  sub¬ 
stitute  an  overly  broad  measure  that  does 
not  reflect  the  target  group  to  be  served: 
insured  workers.  Further,  States  could  shift 
costs  from  the  current  Extended  Benefit 
program,  where  the  States  pay  50  percent 
of  the  costs,  to  the  new  program,  under 
which  the  Federal  Government  would 
assume  100  percent  of  the  costs. 

For  all  these  reasons,  the  unemployment 
compensation  program  in  H.R.  3201  is  not 
an  effective  response  to  current  economic 
conditions. 

Of  course,  I  am  deeply  concerned  about 
those  who  have  lost  their  jobs  during  the 
recession  and  am  anxious  to  see  them 
return  to  work  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

To  that  end,  it  is  essential  that  we  take 
responsible  actions  to  assure  that  the  eco¬ 
nomic  recovery  and  its  associated  job-cre¬ 
ation  continue  and  strengthen.  With  that 
objective  in  view,  I  urge  the  Congress  to 
enact  measures  that  will  increase  the  Na¬ 
tion^  competitiveness,  productivity,  and 
growth.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  determined 
that  we  must  continue  to  support  the  hard- 
won  reforms  to  assure  budget  discipline  and 
must  avoid  any  measures  that  might  threat¬ 
en  the  prospects  of  continued  economic  re¬ 
covery  and  job-creation. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

8-17-91 

Note:  H.R.  3201,  approved  August  17,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-107. 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
Appropriations  Bill  for  Fiscal  Year  1992 
August  17,  1991 


I  am  withholding  my  approval  of  H.R. 
2699,  a  bill  providing  appropriations  for 
fiscal  year  1992  for  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia. 

While  I  do  not  object  to  the  underlying 
legislation  and  the  funding  the  bill  would 
provide,  language  concerning  the  use  of 
funds  provided  by  the  bill  for  abortion  is 
unacceptable.  I  have  stated  my  intention  to 
veto  any  bill  that  does  not  contain  language 
that  prohibits  the  use  of  all  congressionally 
appropriated  funds  to  pay  for  abortions 
other  than  those  in  which  the  life  of  the 
mother  would  be  endangered  if  the  fetus 
were  carried  to  term.  The  limitation  I  pro¬ 
pose  is  identical  to  the  one  included  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  Appropriations  Acts 
for  FY  1989,  FY  1990,  and  FY  1991. 

H.R.  2699  would  place  such  a  limitation 
on  the  use  of  Federal  funds  to  pay  for  abor¬ 
tion,  but  would  permit  congressionally  ap¬ 
propriated  local  funds  to  be  used  for  abor¬ 
tions  on  demand  with  no  restriction  whatso¬ 
ever.  As  a  matter  of  law,  the  use  of  local 
funds  in  the  District  of  Columbia  must  be 
approved  by  the  Congress  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  through  enactment  of  an  appropria¬ 
tion  act.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
failure  of  H.R.  2699  to  prohibit  the  use  of 


all  funds  appropriated  by  the  bill  to  pay  for 
abortion,  except  in  the  limited  circum¬ 
stances  mentioned  above,  is  unacceptable. 

From  the  outset  of  my  Administration,  I 
have  repeatedly  stated  my  deep  personal 
concern  about  the  tragedy  in  America  of 
abortion  on  demand.  As  a  Nation,  we  must 
protect  the  unborn.  H.R.  2699  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  such  protection.  I  am,  therefore,  with¬ 
holding  my  approval  of  H.R.  2699. 

The  adjournment  of  the  Congress  has 
prevented  my  return  of  H.R.  2699  within 
the  meaning  of  Article  I,  section  7,  clause  2, 
of  the  Constitution.  Accordingly,  my  with¬ 
holding  of  approval  from  the  bill  precludes 
its  becoming  law.  The  Pocket  Veto  Case ,  279 
U.S.  655  (1929).  Because  of  the  questions 
raised  in  opinions  issued  by  the  United 
States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  Circuit,  I  am  sending  H.R.  2699 
with  my  objections  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

8-17-91 

Note:  The  President's  last  day  for  action  on 
this  bill  was  August  17. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
August  18,  1991 


Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there’s  been  a  real  lull 
in  the  hostage  situation.  Are  you  concerned 
that  there’s  a  loss  of  momentum  here? 

The  President  Well,  I’ve  expressed  my 
views.  We  ought  not  to  get  the  hopes  of 
people  up.  The  Secretary-General  doesn’t 
seem  that  concerned  about  this  lull,  and  so 
you  don’t  want  to  dash  hopes  either.  But 
the  last  comments  I  saw  from  him  in  the 
reporting  cable  were  that  he  was  not  all 


that  pessimistic  and  that  it  was  going  to 
take  a  little  more  time.  But  there  has  been 
nothing  new,  Jim  [Jim  Miklaszewski,  NBC 
News],  that  I  have  seen  overnight  that 
would  make  me  change  the  assessment  that 
I’ve  been  on  for  a  while. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  the  Iranian  Government 
is  really  taking  the  lead  in  solving  this  ques¬ 
tion? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  alone.  I 
mean,  I  think  they’ve  tried  to  be,  certainly, 
more  constructive.  I  mentioned  the  other 
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day  an  appreciation  to  them  for  their  role 
in  facilitating  the  release  of  Tracy.  So,  I 
think  there’s  a  feeling  that  they  would  like 
to  get  this  matter  behind  them.  But  again,  I 
want  to  stop  there  because  there’s  much 
more  that  needs  to  be  done  by  all  the  par¬ 
ties  that  have  influence  over  the  hostage- 
holders. 

Q.  I  guess  the  New  York  Times  is  saying 
today  that  the  President  of  Iran  actually  is 
personally  involved  and  that  his  govern¬ 
ment  has  won  over  the  dissident  factions 
that  were  blocking  the  release  of  the  hos¬ 
tages. 

The  President  I  can’t  confirm  that,  but 
certainly  that  would  be  constructive.  And 
there’s  a  feeling  around  the  world  that  it’s 
time  to  end  all  this.  And  I  think  it’s  that 
general  feeling  that  is  helpful.  I  said  the 
other  day  that  I  think  the  prospect  of  a 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  might  have  been 
conducive  to  all  this.  I  hope  it  has.  But  still, 
we’ve  got  a  long  way  to  go  before  that’s  all 
worked  out. 

Terrorism 

Q.  On  that  vein,  there’s  a  Republican  task 
force  that  says  the  administration  is  ignor¬ 
ing  a  new  potential  terrorist  threat  from 
the  Middle  East. 

The  President  Well,  I  hadn’t  read  any¬ 
thing  other  than  the  report  about  what  that 
task  force  said,  and  I  don’t  think  there’s  any 
such — I  mean,  if  that’s  what  they  said,  I’d 
have  to  speak  to  them  because  I  don’t  think 
we’re  ignoring  a  terrorist  threat.  We’re 
always  concerned  about  terrorism,  but  if 
they  have  some  constructive  suggestions  as 
to  how  to  protect  American  citizens  against 
the  threat  of  terrorists,  I’ll  avidly  read  that 
report. 

But  I  didn’t  read  it,  Jim,  that  we  were 
ignoring  the  threat,  and  so  I  want  to  be  fair 
to  the  authors  of  it.  I  saw  a  quote  by  Con¬ 
gressman  McCollum,  who  is  a  very  reasona¬ 
ble  Congressman,  a  very  bright  and  intelli¬ 
gent  person.  And  so,  before  commenting  on 
the  question,  on  the  hypothesis,  I’d  want  to 
talk  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  Is  there  a  new  potential  threat  for 
terrorism  and  retaliation  for  the  Gulf  war? 

The  President  Well,  there’s  always  a 
threat  of  terrorism  or  retaliation.  But 
Saddam  Hussein  has  been  so  thoroughly  dis¬ 


credited  that  I  don’t  think  there  would  be 
anything  other  than  some  reckless  renegade 
terrorists  that  would  try  to  exact  retribu¬ 
tion.  He  was  roundly  condemned  in  the 
Arab  world;  we  won’t  forget  that. 

Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Will  the  Israelis  be  forthcoming  on  the 
hostage  situation  as  part  of  the - 

The  President  You  know,  I  think  they’ve 
got  a  very  good  case  when  they  say,  “Look, 
we  want  our  military  accounted  for.”  That’s 
fair.  It’s  a  reasonable  request.  And  I  gather 
that  the  discussion  that  the  Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral  had  with  the  Israeli  representative 
went  pretty  well,  and  I  thought  they  were 
quite  forthcoming.  But  I  would  just  encour¬ 
age  all  parties  to  be  as  forthcoming  as  they 
possibly  can.  But  surely,  worldwide  opinion 
would  say  it’s  reasonable  to  want  to  know 
about  your  navigator  or  the  pilots  or  what¬ 
ever  it  was  that  were  unaccounted  for. 

Look  at  the  agony  we’re  going  through 
long  after  the  Vietnam  war  is  over,  running 
down  every  lead.  And  incidentally,  the  del¬ 
egation  that  went  over  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Defense  Department  ran  into  a 
fraud,  ran  into  a  case  of  pure  fraud,  raising 
the  hopes  of  the  American  people  with 
phony  pictures  and  a  great  hue  and  cry  on 
every  media  outlet  because  of  the  hope  that 
somebody  would  be  free,  only  to  find  that 
the  person  that  they  were  put  in  touch  with 
admitted  to  a  fraud.  And  that  is  the  reason 
I’ve  been  trying  to  downplay  all  this  a  little 
bit. 

Protesters  in  Kennebunkport 

Q.  There  are  some  people  from  Oper¬ 
ation  Rescue  here.  Are  you  planning  to 
meet  with  them? 

The  President  No.  I’m  trying  to  get  a 
vacation  here.  We’ve  had  requests  to  meet 
with  people  from  all  over,  all  different 
causes.  Fm  sure  they’ll  understand.  If  I  did 
meet  with  them  I’d  say,  “Hey,  please  abide 
with  the  law,  don’t  violate  a  judge’s  order, 
and  stay  within  the  law.”  And  I’d  say  that 
to  ACT  UP  when  they  come  up  here  or  to 
any  other  demonstrators. 

I  empathize  with  the  out-of-work  demon¬ 
strators  even  though  some  of  them  were 
the  organizers  and  had  good  jobs.  But  look, 
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they’ve  got  a  point.  They  want  to  demon¬ 
strate.  They  want  to  peacefully  express 
their  concerns  to  the  President  about  un¬ 
employment  benefits.  I  understand  that. 
And  they  behaved  properly,  and  they  did 
their  thing.  I  don’t  think,  from  what  I’ve 
heard,  there  was  much  inconvenience  to 
the  people  in  the  town,  which  does  concern 
me. 

So,  it  depends  how  people  conduct  them¬ 
selves.  No,  I’m  not  going  to  have  any  meet¬ 
ings  here.  I’m  trying  to  avoid  that.  I’m 
meeting  with  the  Governors  by  satellite  this 
afternoon,  however,  an  exception  that  will 
prove  the  rule.  And  then  we’ll  have  some 
others.  I  think  we’re  going  to  have  some  of 


our  people  from  Washington  up  here  in  the 
next  few  days. 

Anyway,  I  better  go  to  church. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  9:45  a.m.  at  St 
Ann's  Episcopal  Church.  In  the  exchange, 
the  following  were  referred  to:  former 
American  hostage  Edward  Tracy;  President 
Ali  Akbar  Hashem i-Rafsa njani  of  Iran;  Op¬ 
eration  Rescue ,  an  antiabortion  activist  or¬ 
ganization;  and  ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coalition 
To  Unleash  Power)  an  activist  organization 
seeking  additional  funding  for  AIDS  re¬ 
search.  Following  the  exchange,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  attended  morning  services  at  the 
church. 


Teleconference  Remarks  to  the  National  Governors’  Association 
August  18,  1991 


The  President  Well,  Booth,  thank  you 
very  much  for  that  kind  introduction.  Let 
me  also  say  hello  to  the  Speaker,  Tom 
Foley,  who’s  come  back  home  to  his  State 
to  welcome  the  Governors  to  the  Emerald 
City.  My  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  letting  me 
come  by  in  this  manner,  come  in  by  satel¬ 
lite. 

Booth,  I  know  as  NGA  chairman  for  the 
past  year  you’ve  been  frequently  doing  that 
bicoastal  redeye.  So,  I  need  to  loan  you  this 
satellite  here.  It  is  the  quickest  way  to 
travel  coast-to-coast;  smooth  ride,  we  hope, 
and  no  jet  lag. 

This  year’s  gathering  is  marked,  obvious¬ 
ly,  by  the  sadness  at  the  passing  of  one  of 
your  own,  I  want  to  say  our  own,  a  past 
chairman  of  NGA,  Governor  Richard  Snell- 
ing.  Barbara  and  I  join  all  of  you  in  express¬ 
ing  our  sympathy  to  the  Snelling  family,  to 
Dick’s  wife,  Barbara,  and  their  children.  Ev¬ 
eryone  who  ever  worked  with  Dick,  of 
every  political  stripe,  knew  him  to  be  a 
man  of  character  and  deep  commitment. 
He  will  be  missed  by  the  people  of  Ver¬ 
mont  and  by  Americans  everywhere  who 
value  that  high  standard  that  he  set  for  the 
business  we’re  all  in,  public  service. 

This  is  a  perfect  forum  to  highlight  sever¬ 
al  issues  of  urgent  concern  to  all  of  us.  So, 


let’s  start  with  transportation.  In  just  43 
days,  the  Federal  Government’s  authority 
to  fund  highway  and  transit  projects  will 
expire.  We  need  a  new  5-year  Federal  reau¬ 
thorization  bill  to  maintain  and  improve  our 
infrastructure. 

In  just  a  few  hours  from  now,  I’m  told, 
you’ll  hear  from  Sam  Skinner.  I’ve  asked 
Sam  to  work  with  the  Congress  to  redouble 
our  efforts  to  produce  a  reauthorization  bill 
acceptable  to  all  parties.  All  levels  of  gov¬ 
ernment  must  do  more  to  meet  our  trans¬ 
portation  needs.  That’s  why  I’ve  proposed  a 
39-percent  increase  in  the  Federal  share  for 
highway  spending.  But  let  me  be  clear:  I 
will  veto  any  bill  that  includes  an  increase 
in  the  gasoline  tax.  The  clock  is  ticking.  I 
urge  the  NGA  to  help  keep  the  pressure  on, 
to  join  me  and  the  Congress  to  pass  this 
critical  bill. 

Anyone  who  knows  the  NGA  knows 
you’ve  come  to  Seattle  to  get  things  done. 
Over  the  past  several  years,  we’ve  forged  a 
partnership  between  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  States.  That  partnership  has 
begun  to  achieve  great  things  in  education. 
Now,  we  must  join  forces  on  the  tough  issue 
of  health  care.  Booth,  you’ve  led  the  NGA’s 
task  force  on  health  care  in  crafting  a  policy 
on  health  care  reform.  There  are  good  sto- 
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ries  in  the  paper  about  that  today.  Your 
draft  policy  calls  for  comprehensive  State 
reforms.  It  outlines  how  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  can  encourage  innovation.  If  the 
NGA  adopts  such  a  policy,  we  want  to  work 
with  you.  We’ll  do  our  best  to  remove  Fed¬ 
eral  obstacles  to  State-designed  solutions. 

Health  care  and  transportation  are  just 
two  of  the  many  issues  of  our  agenda  that 
affect  every  aspect  of  American  life.  But  we 
must  face  other  challenges:  Making  our 
economy  stronger;  our  streets  safe;  battling 
drugs;  building  a  Nation  united  in  its  desire 
to  secure  peace,  prosperity,  and  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  all  Americans. 

Today,  let  me  just  focus  on  education  and 
to  commend  you  on  the  work  you’ve  done 
this  year  to  improve  learning  in  America. 
It’s  been  nearly  2  years  since  we  met  in 
Charlottesville.  There,  following  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  America’s  truly  education  Presi¬ 
dent,  Thomas  Jefferson,  we  committed  our¬ 
selves  to  the  ‘7efferson*an  Compact.”  That 
compact  led  us  to  establish  six  national  edu¬ 
cation  goals  and  launched  the  Nation  on  a 
decade-long  crusade  to  improve  our  schools. 

This  march  toward  excellence  has  many 
dimensions.  In  the  2  years  since  the  educa¬ 
tion  summit,  two  key  principles  behind  our 
national  goals  now  drive  the  forces  of 
reform.  I’m  talking  about  high  expectations 
and  a  focus  on  results. 

Some,  and  I  can  understand  this,  but 
some  dismissed  our  goals  as  too  ambitious. 
But  you  and  I  know  if  we  wanted  dramatic 
improvement,  we  had  to  set  our  sights 
higher.  Improved  performance  begins  with 
high  expectations.  In  the  future,  our  stu¬ 
dents  will  have  to  meet  or  exceed  objective, 
world-class  standards.  I  believe  that  every 
child  can  learn,  regardless  of  background  or 
disability.  We  want  all  students  to  succeed. 

Since  Charlottesville,  a  second  key  princi¬ 
ple  has  shaped  our  approach  to  education 
reform.  We  must  focus  on  results,  build  a 
performance-based  education  system.  Our 
work  with  the  National  Council  on  Stand¬ 
ards  and  Testing,  chaired  by  Carroll  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Roy  Romer,  will  result  in  a  system 
of  American  achievement  tests  to  help  us 
mark  our  progress.  No  longer  will  we  meas¬ 
ure  educational  success  by  the  dollars  we 
pour  into  the  process.  We’ll  measure  suc¬ 
cess  by  the  caliber  of  students  our  schools 


produce. 

We’ll  start  measuring  performance  this 
fall  when  we  release  the  first  national  edu¬ 
cation  report  card.  We  won’t  see  the  report 
card  until  September,  but  let’s  not  kid  our¬ 
selves  about  the  news.  We  know  right  now 
that  our  schools  aren’t  making  the  grade. 
That’s  why  your  support  in  addressing  this 
critical  problem  is  so  very  important. 

Today,  I’d  like  to  announce  that  I  will  be 
addressing  the  state  of  our  Nation’s  educa¬ 
tion  here  in  Maine  on  September  3d,  as  our 
school  season  begins.  I’m  glad  Governor 
Jock  McKernan,  the  new  chairman  of  the 
Education  Commission  of  the  States,  will  be 
with  us,  as  I  plan  to  make  this  the  first  in  a 
series  of  such  reports. 

I  also  plan  to  address  our  Nation’s  school- 
children  on  October  1st.  And  if  I  might,  I’d 
like  to  suggest  and  ask  that  each  of  you  do 
the  same  in  your  State. 

Our  summit  in  Charlottesville  focused  on 
results.  And  now,  through  the  hard  work  of 
the  National  Education  Goals  Panel,  we 
need  to  reestablish  phase  one  of  the  volun¬ 
tary  national  testing  system.  I  call  it  the 
American  Achievement  Test.  We  need  this 
to  be  ready  for  the  1993  school  year,  and 
we’ll  continue  to  work  closely  with  you,  the 
Governors,  in  meeting  this  deadline. 

Tomorrow  Lamar,  your  former  colleague 
and  now  mine,  Lamar  Alexander,  will  speak 
to  you  about  America  2000,  our  plan  to 
restructure,  literally  reinvent  America’s 
schools.  America  2000  challenges  us  to  do 
more  than  tinker  with  the  existing  system. 
It  challenges  us  to  mount  a  national  cru¬ 
sade:  One  that  draws  its  energy  from  the 
American  people’s  desire  for  change;  one 
that  enlists  and  engages  parents,  corporate 
and  community  leaders;  one  that  makes  us 
use  the  talents,  drive,  and  desire  of  every¬ 
one  who  has  a  stake  in  America’s  schools. 
That’s  why  America  2000  deserves  the  full 
support  of  every  Governor. 

Incidentally — and  it  really  was  very  im¬ 
portant  to  us,  to  me,  in  getting  perspective 
here — some  time  ago,  Barbara  and  I  trav¬ 
eled  to  Grand  Junction,  Colorado,  to  help 
launch  Colorado  2000,  a  program  for  which 
Governor  Romer  deserves  enormous  credit. 
And  thousands  of  people  were  ready  to  join 
this  crusade.  What  struck  me  the  most  was 
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the  passion  that  these  people  shared,  the 
passion  that  comes  from  glimpsing  the 
world  of  possibilities  open  to  every  child. 

That  passion  must  spark  this  great  cru¬ 
sade  in  every  State.  When  I  announced 
America  2000, 1  said  there  can  be  no  renais¬ 
sance  without  revolution.  Well,  Tm  pleased 
to  tell  you  today  that,  State  by  State,  com¬ 
munity  by  community,  and  school  by 
school,  that  revolution  has  begun. 

Two  hundred  years  ago,  Thomas  Jefferson 
called  education  the  keystone  of  the  arch  of 
the  American  experiment.  Education  stands 
as  our  most  enduring  legacy,  vital  to  our 
economic  strength,  fundamental  to  our 
democratic  institutions.  Education  speaks  to 
us,  always,  as  the  dream  that  shapes  Ameri¬ 
ca's  destiny. 

Now,  as  Booth  said,  we’re  going  to  have 
some  give-and-take  here.  And  I  really  am 
anxious  to  hear  about  your  work  in  Seattle; 
what’s  going  on  in  your  States.  And  thank 
you,  Booth.  As  they  say  on  TV,  “Back  to 
you.” 

Governor  Gardner.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  for  your  comments.  We  have  several 
members  here  that  are  looking  forward  to 
dialoging  with  you.  I’ll  just  start  it  off  on  a 
light  note.  I  know  you’re  interested  in  do¬ 
mestic  affairs.  I  have  a  circumstance  where 
my  wife  is  just  picking  up  golf.  Believe  it  or 
not,  it’s  true.  And  if  you  have  any  sugges¬ 
tions  or  comments  I  might  make  about  her 
game? 

The  President.  Don’t  say  what  I  said  about 
Barbara’s  game.  I  learned  the  hard  way  on 
that  one.  I’ve  been  vindicated  actually,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  she  that  said  she  stunk,  not  me. 
But  I  would  suggest  kind  and  gentle  com¬ 
ments,  Booth,  and  wish  her  well.  [Laughter] 

Governor  Gardner.  I’ll  pass  that  on  to 
her. 

I’d  like  to  now  call  on  Governor  Ashcroft. 

Governor  Ashcroft.  Mr.  President,  thank 
you  very  much  for  communicating  with  us 
again.  Our  opportunity  to  work  with  you 
has  been  most  pleasing,  particularly  your 
coming  to  our  meetings,  hosting  the  educa¬ 
tion  summit,  and  being  willing  to  have  an 
open  door  to  us.  In  particular,  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  your  commitment  on  the 
transportation  issues. 

We  do  need  to  reinforce  our  commitment 
to  infrastructure,  but  our  policy  of  the  NGA 


calls  for  States  to  retain  taxing  capacity. 
And  I  think  additional  Federal  tax  would 
eliminate  my  ability  to  raise  the  right  re¬ 
sources  at  the  State  level  to  match  Federal 
resources  that  would  come  under  a  new 
reauthorized  bill.  And  obviously,  it  should 
be  a  reconstructed  bill  in  my  judgment,  and 
I  think  you’re  on  the  right  track  there.  So,  I 
want  to  thank  you  for  your  commitment  to 
protect  us  from  counterproductive  Federal 
intrusion  into  an  important  State  revenue 
source  on  the  gas  tax. 

On  a  personal  note,  I’ve  written  to  all  the 
Governors  here  about  my  fondness  for  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas,  with  whom  I  shared  an  office 
for  16  months.  And  you  get  to  know  a 
person  pretty  well  in  16  months  sharing  the 
same  room  with  him.  I  think  he’s  a  great 
nominee,  and  I  hope  he  has  a  chance  to 
demonstrate  that  greatness  on  the  Court. 

The  President.  I  think  he  will.  And  I  know 
there’s  been  some  honest  debate  on  that 
one.  But  you  know,  I  don’t  know  if  you  can 
see  behind  me  the  little  tiny  former  tool 
shed,  I  think,  and  it  was  standing  right 
here.  I  must  say  I  got  all  choked  up  when  I 
heard  Clarence  talk  about  his  background. 
And  he  did  it  from  the  heart;  there’s  no 
phoniness  here.  I  honestly  believe  that  he’ll 
be  a  great  Justice,  and  at  this  juncture  I  feel 
he  will  be  confirmed.  You  might  talk  to 
Tom  Foley,  who’s  always  very  fair  in  these 
matters,  although  it’s  the  Senate’s  business, 
and  get  his  view.  But  I  think  he’ll  get  a 
shot.  I  think  he’ll  be  given  a  chance  to 
serve  on  this  Court,  and  I  think  he  will 
acquit  himself. 

It’s  funny  that  Missourians,  who  know 
him  best,  seem  to  be,  in  a  rather  nonparti¬ 
san  or  bipartisan  matter,  the  strongest  for 
him.  And  so,  I  appreciate  your  words  about 
him.  He’s  quite  a  guy,  quite  a  guy. 

Governor  Romer.  Mr.  President,  Carroll 
Campbell  will  report  in  a  moment  on  the 
Goals  Panel.  I  want  to  give  you  an  update 
on  the  Council  on  Standards  and  Assess¬ 
ment.  We  met  last  Thursday  and  made  four 
decisions  that  I  think  are  significant. 

First,  as  a  council  we  decided  that  we 
would  recommend  to  Congress  and  to  the 
Goals  Panel  an  achievement  system,  not 
one  test  but  an  assessment  system  where 
we’d  take  advantage  of  the  best  that  the 
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States  have  now  going  and  develop  it  as  a 
total  system  and  not  just  a  Federal  test. 

The  second  recommendation  is  that  we 
work  with  clusters  of  States,  that  each  State 
not  proceed  alone  but  they  try  to  group 
and  use  some  combined  efforts  to  save 
money  and  to  get  the  job  done  better  and 
quicker. 

Third,  we  recommend  that  we  begin  at 
the  4th  grade  and  work  toward  the  8th  and 
the  12th,  rather  than  reverse;  and  to  begin 
in  the  year  ’93-’94,  which  is  in  keeping 
with  your  suggested  timetable. 

The  fourth  decision  we  made  was  to 
begin  with  the  subject  matter  of  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  because  those  are 
the  most  available  to  us  in  a  quality  form  by 
’93-94. 

And  I  just  wanted  to  give  you  that  update 
because  it  was  a  lot  of  action  and  we  did  it, 
I  think,  expeditiously. 

The  one  other  comment  I’d  like  to  share 
with  you,  Mr.  President,  is  that  a  number  of 
Governors  view  the  standards  and  assess¬ 
ment  like  two  pieces  of  bread  on  a  sand¬ 
wich,  and  they’re  both  very  important.  We 
do  need  to  set  standards,  and  we  do  need  to 
assess  how  well  we  do.  But  inside  those  two 
pieces  of  bread  we  need  to  fill  that  sand¬ 
wich.  In  other  words,  we  need  to  cause 
those  students  to  be  able  to  reach  those 
high  achievement  levels.  And  inside  that 
sandwich  we  need  to  have  obviously  better 
teacher  education.  We’ve  got  to  have  better 
instructional  materials,  textbooks,  and  other 
matters.  We’ve  got  to  have  better  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  school  and  substantial  reform  of 
the  school  system. 

And  so,  I  think  some  of  my  colleagues 
wanted  to  share  with  you,  we  need  your 
help  not  just  in  setting  the  standards  and  in 
holding  our  feet  to  the  fire  on  assessment, 
but  we  need  your  help  to  fill  the  middle  of 
that  sandwich.  Because  many  of  us  are 
having  to  go  back  to  our  taxpayers — you 
know,  I  know  Governor  Wilson  in  Califor¬ 
nia  did,  and  many  of  us  are  having  to  go 
back  to  our  taxpayers  and  say,  “You’ve  got 
to  put  some  things  on  the  table  to  help  us 
get  this  job  done.”  You  can  help  reinforce 
that  message  at  a  local  level.  And  I  just 
want  to  share  that  with  you. 

The  President.  Well,  Roy,  thanks.  And  talk 
to  Lamar  in  a  little  more  detail  about  this, 


and  let  us  see  what  we  can  do.  Let  me  just, 
without  filibustering  here — when  you  did 
that  statewide  program  after  I  saw  you  with 
these  participants  from  towns  and  cities 
across  Colorado,  did  you  run  into  any  resist¬ 
ance  to  the  concept  of  testing  at  all? 

Governor  Romer.  No,  there’s  apprehen¬ 
sion  about  testing,  but  there’s  not  resist¬ 
ance.  I  think  what  they’re  concerned  about 
is  that  they  may  have  a  heavy  load  laid  on 
them.  And  say,  “You’re  going  to  hold  our 
feet  to  the  fire,  but  you’re  not  going  to  give 
us  the  resource  or  the  reform  to  get  there.” 
And  I  think  we  need  to  do  both. 

The  President.  Okay.  I  think  there’s  been 
some  resistance,  but  I  don’t  think  it’s  un¬ 
manageable,  particularly  if  we’re  able  to  do 
what  you  say  here.  But  anyway,  thanks. 

Governor  Campbell.  Mr.  President,  how 
are  you? 

The  President.  Good,  Carroll. 

Governor  Campbell.  We  have  been  work¬ 
ing  very,  very  diligently  trying  to  get  ready 
to  give  you  a  report  on  the  Nation  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30th.  And  we’ll  have  a  lot  of  infor¬ 
mation  at  that  time,  and  it’s  going  to  give 
us  a  better  idea  of  where  we  stand.  We  do 
not  yet  know  exactly  how  to  measure  goal 
three.  But  Roy  Romer  has  been  leading  the 
measurement  effort.  And  I’ve  served  on 
that  panel  with  him,  and  he’s  making  great 
progress.  And  we  think  that  we  will  have 
the  things  in  ’93-94  that  are  necessary,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  4th  grade. 

Let  me  say  this:  People  want  to  know 
what  we’re  really  testing.  We  set  standards, 
and  then  we  have  to  know  how  to  measure 
against  those  standards.  And  it’s  my  belief 
that  the  system  is  going  to  respond.  You 
made  the  comment  just  a  moment  ago  that 
things  are  happening  all  over  America. 
They  are.  In  every  State,  people  are  striv¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  goals  on  their  own.  And 
that’s  what  our  effort’s  about,  is  to  try  to 
stimulate  the  system  to  meet  these  goals. 
But  we  need  your  constant,  your  sustained 
effort  on  this  subject  and  your  continued 
speaking-out  to  remind  and  challenge  this 
Nation  because  I  think  that  the  Nation  is 
ready  to  respond.  And  through  your  leader¬ 
ship,  I  think  it  will  respond. 

The  President.  Well,  I  plan  to  do  that,  and 
if  I  didn’t,  Lamar  would  kill  me.  And  he’s 
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pretty  much  of  a  taskmaster,  but  we  will  be 
spending  a  lot  of  time  on  it.  I  think  in  terms 
of  total  commitment  of  Presidential  time, 
there’s  been  a  fair  amount  so  far.  But  I  just 
keep  seeing  the  need  to  do  more  and  more, 
and  supplementing  what  not  only  the  De¬ 
partment  is  doing  under  Lamar  and  David 
Kearns  and  some  really  vital  new  leadership 
but  also  what  the  Governors  are. 

So,  I  will  participate,  and  I  will  do  my 
level-best.  And  talk  to  Tom  again.  We’re 
going  to  need  help  with  Congress  on  how 
we  get  some  of  these  initiatives,  that  I  know 
most  Governors  support,  passed  through 
the  Congress.  But  I  sense  a  spirit  of  real 
cooperation  now,  and  I  really  know  I  have 
to  do  as  much  as  I  possibly  can  in  doing 
exactly  what  you’ve  said.  So,  thanks  for  the 
suggestion. 

Governor  Roberts.  Mr.  President,  I  had 
the  opportunity  last  February  at  the  Gover¬ 
nors’  convention  to  talk  to  John  Sununu  on 
two  issues  that  I  raised  a  question  with  him 
on,  the  issue  of  energy  conservation  and 
particularly  as  it  related  to  the  issue  of  mass 
transit.  Mr.  Sununu,  at  that  time,  referred 
me  to  the  about-to-be-released  national 
energy  policy  which  followed  our  confer¬ 
ence  by  a  couple  of  days. 

With  all  due  respect,  Mr.  President,  I  was 
disappointed  in  the  energy  policy,  particu¬ 
larly  as  it  related  to  issues  of  conservation, 
which  I  thought  the  policy  was  somewhat 
devoid  of,  and  as  it  really  pushed  on  the 
issue  of  mass  transit  in  growing  city  envi¬ 
ronments  that  are  really  being  clogged  and 
environmentally  affected  by  the  lack  of 
mass  transit. 

I  think  my  question  to  you  today  would 
be:  How  is  this  country  going  to  move  to  be 
less  dependent  on  foreign  oil  unless  we 
move  aggressively  on  the  issue  of  mass  tran¬ 
sit  in  city  areas  of  this  Nation?  And  I  think 
the  flip  side  of  that  coin  would  be:  How  can 
we  become  more  environmentally  sound  in 
this  country  if  policies  continue,  to  the 
degree  that  I  think  they  are  now,  to  make 
choices  that  cause  the  pollution  of  air  and 
that  encourage  the  offshore  drilling,  or  at 
least  the  pressures  toward  that  in  States  like 
mine,  basically  don’t  encourage  American 
people  to  save  those  resources  and  don’t 
really  encourage  us  to  conserve  the  re¬ 
sources  of  this  country? 


The  President.  Well,  of  course,  Governor, 
I  would  disagree  with  your  hypothesis.  I 
think  that  our  energy  program  does  have 
good,  sound  conservation  measures  in  it.  I 
think  our  transportation  program — I  hope  it 
will  be  helpful  in  helping  unclog  the  sys¬ 
tems  here. 

But  you  talk  about  becoming  independ¬ 
ent  from  foreign  oil,  and  then  you  say  no 
offshore  drilling.  I  don’t  know  whether  you 
realize  how  much  of  our  domestic  oil  comes 
from  offshore  drilling.  It’s  not  off  of  Oregon, 
but  it’s  like  closing  a  military  base.  Every¬ 
body  wants  to  close  military  bases,  but  they 
want  to  close  them  in  the  other  guy’s  dis¬ 
trict  or  the  other  guy’s  State.  You  want  to 
see  the  United  States  independent,  and 
there  is  no  way  that  you  can  project  energy 
independence  without  continuing  to,  in  a 
sound  environmental  way,  use  hydrocar¬ 
bons. 

So,  I  think,  take  a  hard  look  at  it,  analyze 
it,  talk  to  Jim  Watkins,  and  then  let  me 
know  specifically  where  you  think  it  falls 
short.  But  your  State  has  some  problems 
that  I  am  very  sympathetic  to  and  I  know 
you’re  trying  to  sort  out. 

You  started  off  saying  you  wanted  to 
mention  the  environment.  I  find  myself 
torn  between  what  are  extremes  some¬ 
times,  but  are  really  a  choice  between  envi¬ 
ronment  and  people  working.  And  that  may 
be  an  oversimplification,  but  there’s  an 
awful  lot  of  people  in  your  State  and  a  lot  of 
people  in  the  State  I’m  sitting  in  right  now 
who  feel  that  maybe  we’re  leaning  too  far 
over  on  the  side  of  environment. 

So,  I  just  want  to  say  I  am  committed.  I 
think  I  know  something  about  the  energy 
business.  I  think  we  are  making  headway. 
This  reformulated  gasoline  for  cars,  I  think 
we’re  doing  well  there.  I  don’t  want  to  shut 
down  the  auto  industry.  I  don’t  want  to 
impose  these  rigid  CAFE  [Corporate  Aver¬ 
age  Fuel  Economy]  standards.  Some  envi¬ 
ronmentalists  say  that’s  the  answer,  to  con¬ 
serve.  I  tell  you,  we  are  concerned  about 
jobs,  and  I  just  don’t  want  to  go  to  the 
extreme. 

But  look,  I  accept  your  constructive  com¬ 
ments  or  criticism,  if  you  will.  And  we’ll 
take  a  look  every  way  we  can  to  see  that 
we’re  doing  our  level-best.  But  I  would 
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enlist  your  help  and  your  suggestions  from 
your  State  as  to  what  I  should  tell  the 
people  that  write  in  that  are  getting  thrown 
out  of  work  by  some  of  the  extreme  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  environmental  mode.  So,  please 
help  us  on  that  one. 

I  don't  think  you  and  I  are  far  apart  on  it. 
I  did  a  little  homework  here,  but  maybe  we 
are.  But  it’s  a  tough  one  out  there.  I'm  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  endangered  species — I’m  off 
of  the  energy  thing  a  little  bit.  But  we've 
got  to  find  our  way,  and  we’ve  got  to  do  it 
without  throwing  an  awful  lot  of  people  out 
of  work.  And  yet,  I  think  our  clean  air  bill 
was  a  major  step  forward.  I  think  we’ve  got 
other  environmental  initiatives  that  I  think 
can  help  in  this  regard. 

But  look,  this  country  cannot  instantly 
turn  to  Sun  and  wind  and  solve  all  our 
problems.  Someday  maybe  we  can  do  that, 
and  I  think  we’ve  got  some  good  research 
money  in  our  program  to  do  that. 

But  let’s  keep  talking  about  it.  Let’s  keep 
in  dialog  on  it  because,  look.  I’m  not  saying 
we’ve  got  all  the  answers*,  but  I  do  think  we 
have  a  pretty  well-balanced  energy  pro¬ 
gram.  It’s  being  attacked  from  both  sides,  so 
it  must  have  something  to  recommend  it. 

Governor  Roberts.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Governor  Weld.  Mr.  President,  we  in 
Massachusetts  are  very  excited  about  the 
North  American  free  trade  agreement  that 
you  are  negotiating  with  Canada  and 
Mexico.  We  think  it’s  going  to  enable  us  to 
increase  our  production  and  our  exports 
and  create  a  lot  of  jobs,  and  we  think  it’s 
going  to  be  good  for  the  country  to  be  part 
of  a  600-million-person  market  so  we  can 
compete  with  Europe  starting  in  1992. 

Some  people,  as  you  know,  have  criti¬ 
cized  the  agreement  because  of  environ¬ 
mental  problems  in  Mexico  and  wage  rates 
in  the  other  countries.  I  know  that  you  have 
dealt  personally  with  both  President  Salinas 
and  Prime  Minister  Mulroney  on  these 
issues.  Can  you  tell  us,  so  that  we  can  help 
to  persuade  our  people,  based  on  your  per¬ 
sonal  work  with  them,  on  what  basis  we  can 
say  that  we  envision  that  so  far  from  costing 
us  jobs  or  hurting  our  economy,  this  agree¬ 
ment  is  going  to  be  a  real  stimulus  and  lead 
to  job  creation  in  the  American  States? 

The  President.  I  can.  And  first,  the  guy 


sitting  not  too  far  from  you  is  my  monitor — 
I’m  looking  down  now  instead  of  at  you, 
looking  to  see  where  the  Speaker  is.  I 
expect  he’s  off  to  your  right;  I  don’t  know. 
But  in  any  event,  he  can  tell  you  that  if  we 
bring  back  a  trade  agreement  negotiated 
with  Mexico  that  is  not  considerate  of  the 
disparity  in  wages  or  does  something  to  ex¬ 
acerbate  those  differences  and  does  not 
produce  environmental  change,  why,  that 
bill  won’t  pass.  The  agreement  won’t  pass. 
All  we  got  was  the  right  to  negotiate  on  the 
so-called  Fast  Track.  And  so,  there’s  some 
checks  and  balances  that  I  thiilk  properly 
lie  in  the  United  States  Congress. 

But  some  felt  in  the  debate.  Governor, 
that  we  shouldn’t  do  anything  with  Mexico 
along  these  lines  until  Mexico  had  cleaned 
up  its  environment  and  stopped  polluting 
the  rivers  and  brought  themselves  up 
roughly  to  the  standard  area  where  we  are. 
It  was  my  feeling  and  the  feelings  of  the 
majority  in  the  Congress  that  we  ought  to 
go  ahead  now,  get  the  Fast  Track,  negoti¬ 
ate,  and  hopefully,  through  expanded  trade, 
Mexico  would  gain  the  wherewithal  to  do 
much  more  in  the  way  of  environment. 

But  you  put  it  on  a  personal  basis.  Carlos 
Salinas  is  committed  unlike  any  previous 
President,  I  think  Tom  will  confirm  this,  to 
improving  the  environment  for  his  people. 
And  again,  at  the  risk  of  being  not  only 
repetitious  but  maybe  perhaps  emotional 
about  it,  when  he  told  me  that  the  school 
kids  in  Mexico  painted  in  the  sky  at  night, 
in  their  classes,  first-grade  classes,  with  no 
stars  and  no  moon,  and  he  said,  “My  ambi¬ 
tion  is  to  have  those  children  paint  in  the 
stars  and  the  moon  because  they  can  see 
them  so  clearly  every  night,”  And  I  think 
most  people  that  have  followed  it  will  tell 
you  he’s  moving  in  that  direction.  He  is  a 
new  breed,  a  young  aggressive  leader,  and  I 
think  in  the  environment  he  will  do  exactly 
what  we’re  talking  about. 

In  terms  of  labor  disparity,  it  is  my  belief 
that  increased  trade  will  raise  wage  stand¬ 
ards  in  Mexico,  rather  than  drag  them 
down.  It’s  isolation  and  it’s  degradation  and 
it’s  excessive  poverty  that  keeps  the  wage 
rates  disproportionately  low.  And  I  think 
there’s  plenty  of  examples  to  prove  it.  But 
you’re  on  to  the  two  key  points  of  this 
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agreement.  And  we  will  do  our  level-best  to 
hammer  out  a  very  sound  one. 

And  you  know,  on  this  one,  we  had  differ¬ 
ence  with  many  of  the  trade  unions.  They 
just  differed  and  felt  that,  look,  this  is  going 
to  export  jobs.  I  think  it’s  going  to  increase 
jobs  in  the  United  States  because  of  the 
vigorous  increase  in  exports  that  well  see. 

So,  there’s  some  big  problems  out  there. 
IVe  got  confidence  in  our  negotiators.  And 
I  have  great  confidence  in  President  Salinas 
of  Mexico.  And  we  will  do  our  level-best  to 
bring  to  Tom  Foley  and  the  others  an 
agreement  that  does  take  care  of  the  two 
areas  which  are  the  two  most  significant 
areas  of  debate  in  this  FT  A  with  Mexico. 

But  I  agree  with  you,  it’s  a  good,  impor¬ 
tant  step  that’s  been  taken  by  the  Congress 
and  the  administration,  and  now  we’ve  got 
to  flesh  it  out. 

I  might  say  parenthetically,  and  I’d  ask 
for  the  Governors’  support  on  this  one: 
Help  us,  with  your  European  friends  and 
your  sister  cities  and  whoever  it  is,  get  this 
trade  agreement  going  for  the  GATT.  The 
big,  broad  picture  of  booming  international 
trade  depends  on  a  successful  conclusion  to 
the  Uruguay  round.  And  we’re  still  having 
enormous  difficulty  with  Europe,  particular¬ 
ly  on  agriculture.  And  so,  a  lot  of  you  go 
over  there  with  trade  missions,  a  lot  of  you 
know  those  leaders.  And  please,  at  every 
turn,  emphasize  the  need  to  move  forward 
with  agricultural  reform  because  if  we  don’t 
get  that,  there  will  not  be  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion  to  the  Uruguay  round.  I  wouldn’t  be 
a  part  of  it,  and  I  wouldn’t  ask  that  Tom 
Foley  and  the  leaders  in  the  Senate  be 
asked  to  vote  on  a  treaty  that  leaves  agricul¬ 
ture  sitting  off  on  the  side. 

So,  we  need  the  help  of  every  American 
leader  to  convince  these  European,  particu¬ 
larly  Europe,  European  leaders  that  the 
best  way  to  help  undeveloped  countries, 
the  best  way  to  guarantee  an  increase  in 
the  world  economy  is  to  get  a  successful 
conclusion  to  the  GATT  round.  So  it’s  FT  A 
with  Mexico,  but  it’s  also  the  Uruguay 
round. 

Governor  Weld.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 


dent.  Tom  Foley,  as  you  spied  on  your  mon¬ 
itor,  is  here  to  my  right - 

The  President.  Now  I  see  him. 

Governor  Weld. - and  he  sends  you  his 

greetings.  And  we  all  thank  you  on  behalf 
of  all  the  Governors  for  being  with  us 
today. 

The  President.  Well,  do  you  want  a  little 
recreational  report  for  Governor  McKer- 
nan,  and  Governor  Weld  can  eat  his  heart 
out?  I  don’t  know  if  Governor  Gregg  is 
there.  I  think  my  cousin  caught  a  14-pound 
bluefish  today.  It’s  about  to  rain  like  hell  on 
us  here,  it  looks  like,  because  we  may  catch 
some  of  Carroll  Campbell’s  business,  or 
maybe  it’s  in  North  Carolina,  but  I’m  wor¬ 
ried  a  little  bit  about  the  hurricane. 

But  I  appreciate  your  willingness  to  en¬ 
tertain  my  appearance  in  this  manner.  It’s  a 
good  way  to  do  it. 

Tom,  I’m  looking  forward  to  seeing  you 
and  Heather  when  the  Prime  Minister  of 
the  United  Kingdom  is  here,  and  I  hope  the 
regional  Governors  will  be  able  to  join  us.  I 
use  this  unusual  invitational  method  to  say 
to  the  new  Governor  of  Vermont,  if  he’s 
there,  he’s  most  welcome  to  come  over.  But 
I’m  enjoying  this  rest  and  I  expect,  like  all 
of  you  feel,  you  should  take  a  little  R&R.  So, 
I’m  not  faking  it.  It’s  not  a  business  trip. 
Thank  you  so  much,  and  thanks  for  letting 
me  come  over  this  way. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:03  p.m.  from 
his  home  on  Walker's  Point  in  Kennebunk - 
port,  ME,  with  the  meeting  in  Seattle,  WA. 
The  following  Governors  participated  in  the 
teleconference:  Booth  Gardner  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  John  D.  Ashcroft  of  Missouri,  Roy  R. 
Romer  of  Colorado,  Carroll  A.  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Barbara  Roberts  of  Oregon, 
and  William  F.  Weld  of  Massachusetts. 
During  the  teleconference,  the  following 
persons  were  referred  to:  Thomas  S.  Foley, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  his  wife.  Heather;  Gov.  John  R.  McKer- 
nan,  Jr.,  of  Maine;  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  of  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney  of 
Canada;  Gov.  Judd  Gregg  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire ;  and  Gov.  Howard  Dean  of  Vermont. 
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Statement  by  Deputy  Press  Secretary  Popadiuk  on  the  Attempted 
Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 
August  19,  1991 

We  are  aware  of  the  press  reports  con-  Note:  The  statement  referred  to  press  reports 
cerning  President  Gorbachev.  We  have  no  of  a  coup  against  President  Mikhail  Gorba- 
details  at  this  time.  The  President  was  in-  chev  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
formed  by  General  Scowcroft.  We  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  seek  details. 


Remarks  on  the  Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  an 
Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
August  19,  1991 


The  President  Let  me  make  a  few  com¬ 
ments  about  these  momentous  and  stunning 
events.  While  we're  still  watching  the  situa¬ 
tion  unfold,  and  it  still  is  unfolding,  all  is  not 
clear.  It  seems  clearer  all  the  time  that, 
contrary  to  official  statements  out  of 
Moscow,  that  this  move  was  extra-constitu¬ 
tional,  outside  of  the  constitutional  provi¬ 
sions  for  governmental  change.  Clearly,  it's 
a  disturbing  development;  there’s  no  ques¬ 
tion  about  that.  And  it  could  have  serious 
consequences  for  the  Soviet  society  and  in 
Soviet  relations  with  other  countries  includ¬ 
ing  the  United  States. 

President  Gorbachev  is  clearly  an  historic 
figure,  one  who’s  led  the  Soviet  Union 
toward  reform  domestically  and  toward  a 
constructive  and  cooperative  role  in  the 
international  arena.  And  it’s  important  to 
keep  in  mind  the  enormous  changes  that 
have  taken  place  towards  openness,  towards 
reform,  changes  in  Eastern  Europe,  the 
newfound  cooperation  with  the  United 
States  and  others  in  the  Gulf,  and  many 
other  areas.  There’s  a  whole  new  era  of 
cooperation,  and  we  don’t  want  to  see  that 
change,  obviously.  Gorbachev’s  contribu¬ 
tions  have  laid  a  foundation  for  progress 
that  I  am  convinced  the  people  in  the 
Soviet  Union  want  to  see  continue. 

This  morning  I’ve  been  in  touch  with 
other  world  leaders.  I  just  hung  up  from 
talking  to  Chancellor  Kohl;  I  talked  to 
President  Mitterrand;  I  talked  to  Prime 
Minister  John  Major.  I’m  sure  I’ll  be  talking 


to  others  today.  I  talked  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  I  talked  to  our  DCM  in  Moscow, 
who  incidentally  tells  me  that  all  of  our 
people  there  are  safe  and  all  are  properly 
accounted  for.  I  say  that  to  reassure  any 
families  that  are  involved.  Their  informa¬ 
tion  there,  as  you  can  imagine,  is  probably 
as  sketchy  as  the  rest  of  the  world’s  at  this 
time. 

So,  what  we’ll  do  is  follow  the  events  very 
carefully  as  they  unfold  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  appropriate  response  that  we,  in 
consultation  with  our  allies,  should  make. 
And  we  expect  that  the  Soviet  Union  will 
live  up  fully  to  its  international  obligations. 
And  clearly,  any  commitments  that  are  out¬ 
standing  on  the  part  of  the  West  will  be 
judged  and  acted  on  in  accordance  with 
that  statement  that  the  Soviet  Government 
must  live  up  to  its  obligations.  Obviously, 
the  West  is  not  going  to  retreat  from  its 
principles  of  reform,  openness,  commitment 
to  democracy. 

And  there’s  a  lot  at  stake  here.  I  don’t 
know  whether  to  take  heart  or  not  from 
Yanayev’s  statement  that  this  does  not 
mean  turning  back  the  reforms,  but  there 
was  such  a  statement  made  by  him.  So,  the 
situation  is  still  quite  murky  inside  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Have  the  notes  here  of  my  calls  from,  the 
calls  I  made  to  Kohl,  Mitterrand,  and  Major. 
And  I  think  it’s  fair  to  say  that  all  of  us  are 
in  total  agreement  with  what  I’ve  said,  with 
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what  John  Major  has  said.  President  Mitter¬ 
rand  will  be  talking  to  the  French  television 
in  a  few  hours,  I’m  told.  And  so,  I  think  at 
this  point  what  we  do  is  simply  watch  the 
situation  unfold,  and  we  state  and  restate 
our  principles.  And  we’ll  see  where  matters 
go.  It’s  all  still  unfolding. 

Yes. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  know  Yanayev.  You 
mentioned  you  met  him  at  the  airport  the 
last  time  you  were  in  Moscow.  What  do  you 
make  of  him?  What  does  your  gut  tell  you 
about  him? 

The  President  Well,  my  gut  instinct  was 
that  he  has  a  certain  commitment  to 
reform.  The  book  on  it  so  far  has  been 
something  to  the  contrary.  But  I  think  it’s 
not  he  that  is  calling  the  shots.  And  you  see 
some  of  the  other  individuals  involved;  they 
have  been  real  hard-liners.  One  of  the  rea¬ 
sons  that  we  have  conducted  our  policy  the 
way  we  have  is  to  encourage  reform  and 
democracy.  And  I’ve  said  over  and  over 
again  that  we  did  not  want  to  see  a  coup 
backed  by  the  KGB  and  the  military.  And 
apparently  that  is  what  is  underway. 

I  think  it’s  also  important  to  know  that 
coups  can  fail.  They  can  take  over  at  first, 
and  then  they  run  up  against  the  will  of  the 
people.  So,  it’s  too  early  to  say,  but  let’s 
hope  that  Yanayev,  when  he  made  his  state¬ 
ment,  was  speaking  from  conviction,  his 
statement  being  that  this  will  not  mean  set¬ 
ting  back,  as  I  understand  it,  setting  back 
reform  and  commitment  to  go  forward. 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President  Let  me  finish.  We’ve  got  a 
followup  over  here. 

Q.  Have  you  or  will  you  try  to  reach  Gor¬ 
bachev,  Yanayev,  or  Yeltsin? 

The  President  Well,  I  have  not  called 
them  yet.  John  Major  placed  a  call,  and  I 
believe  was  told  that  the  lines  were  down 
or  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  through  to 
them.  But  we  may  try  to  do  that. 

All  this  stuff  is  unfolding.  It’s  just  hap¬ 
pened.  And  we  will  take  a  calm  approach  to 
it,  but  a  firm  stand  based  on  principle. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  U.S.  forces  been 
placed  in  any  heightened  alert  because  of 
this? 

The  President  No. 


Q.  And  do  you  plan  to  cut  short  your 
vacation  because  of  this? 

The  President  Well,  I  will  do  what’s  nec¬ 
essary  and  what  I  think  will  be  helpful  in 
making  clear  the  United  States  position. 
And  I’m  not  interested  in  show  business, 
not  interested  in  make-work.  I  am  interest¬ 
ed  in  following  this  based  on  the  principles 
that  we  hold  dear,  and  I  will  follow  it  very, 
very  closely.  Whether  I  go  back  to  Washing¬ 
ton  or  not  is  yet  to  be  decided.  If  I  thought 
it  would  help  in  any  way,  I  would  do  that. 
As  you  know,  we  have  very  good  communi¬ 
cations.  We’re  in  touch  with  everybody 
here,  both  by  secure  line  and  by  unsecure, 
just  open  lines. 

So,  it’s  a  little  early  to  say  what  I’ll  be 
doing,  but  you  can  rest  assured  I  will  do 
what  is  in  the  best  interest  of  United  States 
foreign  policy. 

Q.  Has  the  United  States  detected  any 
heightened  alert  on  the  part  of  Soviet 
forces  in  Central  Europe  or  in  the  Soviet 
Union? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  think  there 
have  been  any  changes  there,  but  certainly 
we’ve  seen  heightened  use  of  Soviet  force 
in  Moscow  and  outside  which  concern  us. 

Q.  What  do  you  believe  the  motivation  is, 
sir,  behind  the  coup?  Why  did  they  remove 
him? 

The  President  We  don’t  know  that.  We 
don’t  know  that.  Clearly,  some  of  the  hard¬ 
liners  have  been  concerned  about  the  ra¬ 
pidity  of  reform.  They’ve  been  concerned 
about  the  demise  of  the  Communist  Party 
per  se.  And  I  think  they’ve  also  been  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  Soviet  economy.  But  on  a 
coup  of  this  manner,  you  never  know 
what’s  going  to  happen.  I  think  Gorbachev 
was  as  surprised  as  anybody,  obviously.  And 
let’s  just  remain  open  on  this  as  to  whether 
it’s  going  to  succeed  or  not.  We’re  seeing 
the  first  returns,  you  might  say,  coming  in. 
But  the  people’s  commitment  to  reform 
and  democracy  and  openness  is  very  pro¬ 
found.  And  I  think  it’s  awful  early  to  say 
that  those  changes  are  reversible. 

I’m  inclined  to  believe  that  when  people 
understand  freedom  and  taste  freedom,  and 
see  democracy  in  action,  that  they’re  not 
going  to  want  to  change.  And  you  have,  of 
course,  the  whole  force  in  conviction  of  the 
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Russian  Republic  and  what  happened 
through  its  elections.  And  so,  it’s  still  early; 
it’s  very  early  to  have  a  lot  of  final  answers. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  actually  know 
who’s  in  charge  right  now,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly,  who’s  in  charge  of  the  Soviet  nu¬ 
clear  arsenal?  Is  that  a  great  concern? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  imagine 
there’s  been  any  changes  in  that.  And  we 
don’t  know  who’s  in  charge,  except  that 
they  say  Mr.  Yanayev  is  in  charge. 

Q.  Has  his  government,  or  whatever  it  is, 
attempted  to  contact  the  United  States  in 
any  way  at  this  point? 

The  President.  So  far,  no.  But  we  may 
contact  them.  But  I  don’t  want  to  do  any¬ 
thing  that  we  would  give  approval  to  these 
extra-constitutional,  outside-the-constitution 
changes  that  have  taken  place. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  stop  the  process  of 
economic  cooperation  that’s  been  unfolding 
in  recent  months  with  the  Soviets? 

The  President.  I  think  things  will  be  on 
hold.  If  we’re  going  to  set  back  democracy, 
set  back  reform,  obviously  not  only  the 
United  States  but  Europe  will  put  things  on 
hold  as  well.  There’s  a  lot  at  stake  in  all  of 
this,  and  certainly  I  wouldn’t  go  forward 
with  aid  or  assistance  when  you  have  this 
kind  of  extra-constitutional  action  taken  by 
a  handful  of  people  backed  up  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  there.  We  know  most  of  these  people 
that  are  involved  in  all  of  this,  and  this  is  a 
fairly  hard-line,  a  very  hard-line  group  that 
have  elected  to  take  matters  into  their  own 
hands.  But  what  hasn’t  been  heard  from  yet 
are  the  people  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Q.  Mr.  Yeltsin  seems  to  have  called  for  a 
general  strike  and  protest.  Do  you  support 
that? 

The  President.  Well,  we’ll  just  see  what 
happens  on  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Yeltsin  has  said  that  the  Russian 
Federation  will  not  abide  by  the  new  de¬ 
crees.  Do  you  support  that,  sir? 

The  President.  Well,  I  support  what  I’ve 
outlined  here  as  our  principles,  and  certain¬ 
ly  I  can  understand  where  an  elected 
leader  like  Mr.  Yeltsin  is  coming  from.  One 
of  the  reasons  his  visit  to  the  United  States 
was  so  successful,  and  it  was,  and  I’ve  said  it 
over  and  over  again,  is  because  he  was 
elected  by  an  overwhelming  number  of 
people  in  the  largest  Republic. 


I  think  what  he  is  doing  is  simply  express¬ 
ing  the  will  of  the  people  there  to  have 
these  reforms  and  have  democracy,  the 
steps  already  taken  to  democracy,  strength¬ 
ened.  I  hope  that  people  heed  his  call. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  conversations 
with  Gorbachev  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  did 
he  give  any  suggestion  that  this  was  a  possi¬ 
bility,  and  did  U.S.  intelligence  detect  any 
preparations  for  this? 

The  President.  I  don’t  know  of  any  intelli¬ 
gence  that  predicted  that  there  would  be  a 
coup  at  midnight  U.S.  time  or  whatever  it 
was  yesterday.  There’s  always  been  a  con¬ 
cern.  I  think  if  we  go  back,  I  think  you 
would  see  that  I’ve  expressed  concerns 
about  the  hard-liners  taking  over.  But  no, 
Gorbachev  didn’t  mention  that  to  me.  And 
Gorbachev  feels,  and  I  expect  he  still  feels 
this  way,  that  the  taste  of  democracy  is  such 
that  people  aren’t  going  to  regurgitate  it, 
that  they  want  it  to  go  forward  in  spite  of 
the  very  difficult  economic  times  that  are 
extant  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  feel  you 
could  do  at  this  point  to  affect  events  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  if  anything? 

The  President.  There’s  very  little  we  can 
do  except  to  reiterate,  in  total  cooperation 
with  the  European  allies,  our  commitment 
to  these  principles  of  reform  and  openness 
and  democratic  change.  And  that’s  what  we 
are  going  to  continue  to  do.  I’ve  indicated 
that  business  will  not  be  business  as  usual 
because  we  will  not  support  economic  aid 
programs,  for  example,  if  adherence  to 
extra-constitutional  means  goes  forward. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  the  economic 
aid  was  on  hold.  What  about  the  START 
treaty?  Will  you  hold  back  on  that  as  well? 

The  President.  No.  These  treaties  are  in 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  clearly,  and 
they  have  said  that  all  treaties  will  be 
abided  by.  And  that’s  good.  We  won’t  want 
to  go  back  to  the  cold  war  days,  and  we’re 
not  going  to  do  that.  This  is  a  very  frustrat¬ 
ing  and  unconstructive  step.  But  we’re  not 
going  to  go  back  to  that.  We’re  not  going  to 
go  back  to  seeing  Europe  as  it  used  to  be 
with  Soviet  forces  all  through  Eastern 
Europe.  So,  we’re  not  trying  to  go  back  to 
square  one.  What  we’re  trying  to  do  is  say, 
let  the  situation  clear  up  but  adhere  to  cer- 
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tain  fundamental  principles. 

Q.  How  can  you  be  sure  the  hard-line 
government  would  honor  these  in  terms  of 
the  treaty? 

The  President  Well,  hard-line  govern¬ 
ments  in  the  past  adhered  to  certain  trea¬ 
ties  that  were  enacted,  and  so  I  don't  think 
we  need  to  raise  that  specter  at  this  point. 
Obviously  if  they  weren’t  adhering  to  the 
treaty,  the  treaties,  the  series  of  treaties, 
that  would  be  a  whole  different  ball  game. 

Q.  Sir,  can  you  tell  us  whether  our  Em¬ 
bassy  has  made  any  effort  to  get  through 
there  or  whether  there  has  been  any  official 
contact  between  our  Government  and 
theirs  at  any  level  that  you  know  of? 

The  President  Right  now  I  don’t  know. 
As  I  say,  I  talked  to  Jim  Collins  over  there, 
and  I  think  they’re  watching  matters 
unfold.  But  whether  they’ve  talked  to  any¬ 
body  in  the  hierarchy  there,  I  simply  don’t 
know. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  people  who  would 
seem  most  vulnerable  at  this  point  are 
probably  the  republican  leaders.  Is  there 
anything  that  the  U.S.  or  the  West  can  do  to 
help  the  Republics  from  being  pulled  back 
in  by  a  military - 

The  President  There’s  very  little  we  can 
do  right  now,  except  to  reiterate  what  I’ve 
said  here:  that  we  will  support  those  who 
adhere  to  these  principles,  democratic  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  that  includes  reform  and  peres¬ 
troika  and  glasnost ,  as  they’re  referred  to. 
But  we  are  going  to  watch  the  situation 
unfold,  and  if  we  see  ways  to  be  helpful,  of 
course,  we  will  be.  But  we’re  dealing  with  a 
situation  that,  at  best,  is  murky  at  this  point 
and  is  very  disturbing  at  this  point. 

Q.  Sir,  could  you  just  give  us  a  detail  or 
two  on  when  you  learned  of  this,  how  late 
you  stayed  up  on  it,  how  early  you  got  up? 

The  President  I  learned  about  it  last 
night  around,  what  was  it,  Brent,  11:50  or 
12  o’clock  or  something  like  that.  And  then 
I  talked  to  the  Situation  Room  early  this 
morning,  been  talking  to  General  Scowcroft 
from  the  early  hours  on,  5  o’clock  on.  And 
the  question  is,  what  can  you  do,  Brit  [Brit 
Hume,  ABC  News]?  Is  it  show  business,  or 
should  we  really  spell  out  these  principles? 
And  I  know  there’s  a  lot  of— I’ve  heard 
some  of  the  commentators  telling  me  how  I 
ought  to  conduct  this  business.  But  my 


mind  goes  back  to  how  it  was  a  year  ago  in 
another  very  troubling  international  situa¬ 
tion.  So,  we  will  follow  it  closely.  We  will 
conduct  ourselves  appropriately,  be  in 
touch  with  these  foreign  leaders,  act  with 
them  to  do  whatever  we  can  do  to  keep  the 
reforms  going  forward. 

And  it’s  not  a  time  for  flamboyance  or 
show  business  or  posturing  on  the  part  of 
any  country,  certainly  the  United  States. 
We  have  disproportionate  responsibilities  in 
handling  these  matters  with  confidence  and 
a  cool  and,  I  think,  informed  way.  And 
we’re  still  gathering  a  great  deal  of  informa¬ 
tion. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  our  representation  in 
Moscow  is  in  transition  right  now.  Is  that 
causing  a  bit  of  a  problem  for  Ambassador 
Matlock  as  well? 

The  President  No.  No,  it’s  causing  none. 
The  Embassy  is  in  very  firm  hands,  and  I 
expect  that  Ambassador  Strauss  will  hit  the 
ground  running  when  he  gets  over  there. 

Q.  I’m  sorry,  sir,  do  you  expect  that  he 
will  continue  to  be  sent - 

The  President  Well,  as  I  say,  if  I  have  any 
announcements  along  those  lines,  or  any 
other  lines,  I’ll  be  sure  to  let  you  guys  know 
right  away  because  it’s  a  matter  of  impor¬ 
tance.  But  it  just  happened,  as  you  know,  a 
few  hours  ago,  and  a  lot  of  wheels  starting 
to  turn. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  you  don’t  want 
to  go  back  to  the  cold  war  days.  But  at  this 
point,  do  you  feel  that  the  Soviet  Union 
may  again  be  a  threat  to  the  United  States? 

The  President  A  threat  in  what  sense? 

Q.  Military  threat? 

The  President.  I  think  we’ve  always  based 
our  defense  posture  on  the  fact  that  Soviet 
missiles  are  aimed  against  the  United  States. 
One  of  the  reasons  I  rejoiced  in  getting  a 
strategic  arms  talk  is  that  there  will  be 
fewer  missiles  aimed  against  the  United 
States.  But  nobody  in  their  fondest  dreams 
has  suggested  that  that  is  not  a  problem. 
We  have  other  areas  where  we  have  diver¬ 
gent  interests.  Cuba  is  one  of  them. 

I  don’t  want  to  see  us  overstate  things 
here  so  as  to  wipe  out  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  international  cooperation  on 
many  fronts.  And  if  you  think  there’s  some 
concerns  here  about  this,  try  talking  to  the 
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Germans  about  it;  they  don’t  want  to  see 
the  clock  set  back.  Nor  do  the  Eastern  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  And  I  don’t  think  that  will  happen. 
But  I  don’t  want  to,  in  the  wake  of  a  very 
unfortunate  and  bad  series  of  events  taking 
place,  act  like  we ’re  going  to  go  back  into  a 
status  quo  ante,  go  back  and  encourage 
through  reckless  statements  something  to 
take  place  that  would  set  the  clock  back  to 
where  it  was  before  these  changes  under 
Gorbachev  took  place. 

Q.  Would  your  preferred  course  of  action 
at  this  point  be  for  a  return  of  Gorbachev  to 
power? 

The  President  Well,  I’ve  always  felt  that 
he  represented  the  best  opportunity  to  see 
reform  go  forward.  He’s  been  in  a  bit  of  a 
balancing  act,  as  we  all  know.  One  of  the 
reasons  we  supported  him,  two  reasons: 
One,  he  was  the  President  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  thus  we  conducted  our  business 
as  we  should  through  the  President.  But 
secondly,  he  represented  enormous  produc¬ 
tive  and  fantastic  change.  And  I  think 
throwing  him  out  in  this  manner  is  counter¬ 
productive,  totally.  And  I’m  sure  that  the 
Western  European  leaders  agree  with  that. 

So,  if  he  were  there,  obviously,  I  think 
the  world  would  be  sighing  with  relief  now. 
And  they  understand,  I  think,  more  clearly 
why  we  have  been  trying  to  keep  our  for¬ 
eign  policy  based  on  the  fact  that  he  of¬ 
fered  the  best  hope.  But  we  have  other 
democratic  forces  there  now,  and  we  want 
to  give  them  the  kind  of  support  we  can 
without  being  counterproductive. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  tried  the  hot 
line,  and  who’s  on  the  other  end? 

The  President  No,  we  haven’t  tried  the 
hot  line.  We’re  not  going  to  overexcite  the 
American  people  or  the  world.  And  so,  we 
will  conduct  our  diplomacy  in  a  prudent 
fashion,  not  driven  by  excess,  not  driven  by 
extreme. 

Q.  How  do  you  see  this  situation  affecting 
the  prospects  for  a  hostage  release  and 
prospects  for  a  Middle  East  peace  confer¬ 
ence  in  October? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  know.  But 
there  was  one  area  where  we’ve  been 
working  very  cooperatively  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh  has 
been  extraordinarily  constructive  in  that, 
and  so  was  President  Gorbachev.  But  it  is 


way  too  early.  But  here’s  an  area  where 
cooperation  between  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  United  States  was  extraordinarily  impor¬ 
tant  and  remains  important.  But  as  the  situ¬ 
ation  unfolds,  I  don’t  know  how  this  new 
leadership,  if  this  coup  is  successful,  are 
going  to  treat  these  matters.  But  I  think  it 
would  be  very  counterproductive  to  have  it 
go  back  to  square  one  in  the  Middle  East 
when  we  have  an  opportunity  for  a  break¬ 
through  and  for  peace.  It’s  a  good  question, 
but  it  is  way  too  early  to  give  a  definitive 
answer  to  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  back- 
channel  intelligence  on  the  whereabouts  of 
Mr.  Gorbachev? 

The  President  No. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  do  you  say  that 
using  the  hot  line,  attempting  direct  con¬ 
duct,  why  do  you  suggest  that  might  be 
some  flamboyant  kind  of  gesture? 

The  President  Because  I  think  the  hot 
line  is — there’s  other  ways  to  call,  is  one 
thing.  Secondly,  the  hot  line  people  connect 
with  some  kind  of  military  problem  be¬ 
tween  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United 
States.  And  do  you  think  I  want  to  suggest 
that  to  the  American  people  or  to  the 
people  in  Europe?  Absolutely  not.  And 
there’s  other  ways  to  communicate  other 
than  the  so-called  hot  line. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

The  President  All  right,  you  got  it.  Don’t 
say  we  never  give  you  any  news  up  here. 

Q.  That’s  right.  [Laughter]  Guaranteed 
news. 

Hurricane  Bob 

Q.  Are  you  worried  about  that  hurricane 
that’s  bearing  down  on  us? 

The  President  This  afternoon — be 
coming  in.  Well,  it’s  not  the  hurricane  itself, 
we  hope,  but  it  looks  like — here’s  our  Coast 
Guard  Commander;  he  can  give  you  the 
latest.  What  is  it?  Commander  Justice. 

Commander  Justice.  The  storm  this  after¬ 
noon:  30-  to  60-knot  sustained  winds,  gusts 
maybe  to  70,  and  4-  to  7-foot  tidal  surge. 

Q.  Good  boating  weather?  [Laughter] 

The  President  Boats  are  out. 

Brent  Scowcroft  It’s  golfing  weather. 
[Laughter] 

Q .  - a  storm  like  that  here  at  Walker’s 
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Point  or  would  you  be  inclined  to  get  out  of 
here  if  something  like  that - 

The  President  This  wouldn’t  scare  us  a 
bit. 

Q.  You’re  not  recommending  evacuating? 

Q.  You’re  not? 

Q.  As  of — based  on  what  you  know  now, 
or - 

Commander  Justice.  As  of  right  now, 
we’re  not. 

Q.  Okay.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  People  in  the  Shawmut 
may  want  to  reconsider.  [Laughter] 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:50  a.m.  at  his 
home  on  Walker's  Point.  In  the  exchange , 


the  following  persons  were  referred  to: 
Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl  of  Germany ;  Presi¬ 
dent  Franqois  Mitterrand  of  France ;  Prime 
Minister  John  Major  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom ;  Jim  Collins,  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission 
at  the  US.  Embassy  in  Moscow;  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Gennady  Yanayev  of  the  Soviet  Union ; 
President  Boris  Yeltsin  of  Russia ;  Jack  Mat- 
lock,  former  US.  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet 
Union;  Robert  S.  Strauss,  Ambassador-desig¬ 
nate  to  the  Soviet  Union ;  Soviet  Foreign 
Minister  Aleksandr  Bessmertnykh,  and  Lt. 
Comdr.  Wayne  E.  Justice,  Coast  Guard  Aide 
to  the  President.  Parts  of  this  exchange 
could  not  be  verified  because  the  tape  was 
incomplete. 


Statement  by  Deputy  Press  Secretary  Popadiuk  on  the  Attempted 
Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 
August  19,  1991 


President  Bush  met  with  his  national  se¬ 
curity  advisers  this  afternoon  in  the  Roose¬ 
velt  Room  for  an  update  on  the  situation  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  Attending  were  Governor 
Sununu,  General  Scowcroft,  Deputy  Nation¬ 
al  Security  Adviser  Robert  Gates,  Acting 
Secretary  of  State  Eagleburger,  Acting  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Defense  Atwood,  Deputy  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  Robson,  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  Colin  Powell, 
Deputy  Director  of  Central  Intelligence 
Kerr,  and  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament 
Agency  Director  Lehman.  In  addition,  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  National  Security 
Council,  Treasury,  and  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  attended. 

President  Bush  stated  the  seriousness  of 
the  situation  and  discussed  the  phone  calls 
he  has  had  with  various  world  leaders. 
President  Bush  has  called  the  President  of 
the  EC,  Prime  Minister  Lubbers,  Presidents 
Ozal,  Havel,  and  Walesa,  and  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Antall.  Earlier  President  Bush  had 
spoken  with  Chancellor  Kohl,  President 
Mitterrand,  and  Prime  Ministers  Mulroney, 
Major,  Andreotti,  Kaifu,  and  Gonzalez. 

In  the  conversations  with  East  European 
leaders,  the  irreversibility  of  the  democratic 
process  in  Eastern  Europe  was  emphasized. 


President  Bush  agreed  to  stay  in  close  touch 
with  the  East  European  leaders  and 
pledged  continuing  U.S.  support  for  the 
economic  and  political  reform  process  in 
the  region. 

Soviet  Ambassador  Komplektov,  at  his  re¬ 
quest,  met  with  Acting  Secretary  Eagle- 
burger  at  noon  at  the  State  Department 
and  this  afternoon  with  Robert  Cates  at  the 
White  House.  In  his  meeting  with  Mr. 
Gates,  Ambassador  Komplektov  also  pre¬ 
sented  a  letter  for  President  Bush  from 
Soviet  Vice  President  Yanayev. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Ruud  Lubbers  of  The  Netherlands, 
current  President  of  the  European  Council; 
President  Turgut  Ozal  of  Turkey;  President 
Vaclav  Havel  of  Czechoslovakia ;  President 
Lech  Walesa  of  Poland;  Prime  Minister 
Jozsef  Antall  of  Hungary;  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl  of  Germany;  President  Fran¬ 
qois  Mitterrand  of  France;  Prime  Minister 
Brian  Mulroney  of  Canada;  Prime  Minister 
John  Major  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  Prime 
Minister  Giulio  Andreotti  of  Italy;  Prime 
Minister  Toshiki  Kaifu  of  Japan;  Prime 
Minister  Felipe  Gonzalez  Marquez  of  Spain; 
Soviet  Ambassador  to  the  United  States 
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Viktor  Komplektov ;  and  Vice  President  head  of  the  State  Committee  for  the  State  of 
Gennady  Yanayev  of  the  Soviet  Union ,  Emergency  during  the  attempted  coup. 


Statement  on  the  Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 
August  19,  1991 


We  are  deeply  disturbed  by  the  events  of 
the  last  hours  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  con¬ 
demn  the  unconstitutional  resort  to  force. 
While  the  situation  continues  to  evolve  and 
information  remains  incomplete,  the  appar¬ 
ent  unconstitutional  removal  of  President 
Gorbachev,  the  declaration  of  a  state  of 
emergency,  and  the  deployment  of  Soviet 
military  forces  in  Moscow  and  other  cities 
raise  the  most  serious  questions  about  the 
future  course  of  the  Soviet  Union.  This  mis¬ 
guided  and  illegitimate  effort  bypasses  both 
Soviet  law  and  the  will  of  the  Soviet  peo¬ 
ples. 

Accordingly,  we  support  President  Yelt¬ 
sin's  call  for  “restoration  of  the  legally  elect¬ 
ed  organs  of  power  and  the  reaffirmation  of 
the  post  of  USSR  President  M.S.  Gorba¬ 
chev.” 

Greater  democracy  and  openness  in 
Soviet  society,  including  steps  toward  im¬ 
plementation  of  Soviet  obligations  under 
the  Helsinki  Final  Act  and  the  Charter  of 
Paris,  have  made  a  crucial  contribution  to 
the  welcome  improvement  in  East-West  re¬ 
lations  during  the  past  few  years. 

In  these  circumstances,  U.S.  policy  will  be 
based  on  the  following  guidelines: 


— We  believe  the  policies  of  reform  in  the 
Soviet  Union  must  continue,  including 
democratization,  the  process  of  peace¬ 
ful  reconciliation  between  the  center 
and  the  Republics,  and  economic  trans¬ 
formation; 

— We  support  all  constitutionally  elected 
leaders  and  oppose  the  use  of  force  or 
intimidation  to  suppress  them  or  re¬ 
strict  their  right  to  free  speech; 

— We  oppose  the  use  of  force  in  the 
Baltic  States  or  against  any  Republics  to 
suppress  or  replace  democratically 
elected  governments; 

— We  call  upon  the  Soviet  Union  to  abide 
by  its  international  treaties  and  com¬ 
mitments,  including  its  commitments  to 
respect  basic  human  rights  and  demo¬ 
cratic  practices  under  the  Helsinki  Ac¬ 
cords,  and  the  Charter  of  Paris; 

— We  will  avoid  in  every  possible  way 
actions  that  would  lend  legitimacy  or 
support  to  this  coup  effort; 

— We  have  no  interest  in  a  new  cold  war 
or  in  the  exacerbation  of  East- West  ten¬ 
sions; 

— At  the  same  time,  we  will  not  support 
economic  aid  programs  if  adherence  to 
extra-constitutional  means  continues. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine,  on  the 
Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 


August  20,  1991 

The  President.  The  events  in  the  Soviet 
Union  continue  to  deeply  concern  the 
whole  world.  The  unconstitutional  seizure 
of  power  is  an  affront  to  the  goals  and  aspi¬ 
rations  that  the  Soviet  peoples  have  been 
nurturing  over  the  past  years.  This  action 
also  puts  the  Soviet  Union  at  odds  with  the 


world  community  and  undermines  the  posi¬ 
tive  steps  that  have  been  undertaken  to 
make  the  Soviet  Union  an  integral  and  posi¬ 
tive  force  in  the  world  affairs. 

I  have  this  morning  spoken  with  Boris 
Yeltsin,  the  freely  elected  leader  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Republic,  and  I  assured  Mr.  Yeltsin  of 
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continued  U.S.  support  for  his  goal  of  the 
restoration  of  Mr.  Gorbachev  as  the  consti¬ 
tutionally  chosen  leader.  And  I  also  shared 
with  him  the  support  that  other  world  lead¬ 
ers  voiced  in  my  several  conversations  yes¬ 
terday,  conversations  I  had  with  those  lead¬ 
ers  in  Eastern  Europe  and  leaders  in  West¬ 
ern  Europe  as  well,  Prime  Minister  Kaifu; 
and  I  gave  him  that  reassurance.  Mr.  Yeltsin 
is  encouraged  by  the  support  of  the  Soviet 
people  and  their  determination  in  the  face 
of  these  trying  circumstances.  He  expressed 
his  gratitude  for  our  support  of  him  and 
President  Gorbachev. 

The  situation  concerning  President  Gor¬ 
bachev’s  status  is  still  unclear.  And  I’ve 
twice  tried  to  reach  him  by  phone,  includ¬ 
ing  within  the  last  hour,  but  have  so  far 
been  unsuccessful. 

We  continue  to  closely  monitor  this  situa¬ 
tion.  Our  new,  and  I  might  add,  very  able 
Ambassador  to  the  Soviet  Union,  Robert 
Strauss,  just  sworn  in,  will  be  departing  im¬ 
mediately  for  Moscow  to  take  charge  of  our 
Embassy  and  to  report  to  me  on  the  situa¬ 
tion  that  he  finds  in  the  Soviet  Union.  So, 
Fm  asking  him  to  go  over  there,  get  the  lay 
of  the  land,  establish  what  will  be  strong 
leadership — the  Embassy,  we’ve  got  a  good 
team  in  place,  but  this  man  is  in  charge  of 
this  important  mission — and  then  to  return 
within  the  next  several  days  to  give  me  a 
full  personal  report  on  what  he  sees  there. 
He  will  not  be  presenting  his  credentials  on 
this  trip.  It’s  going  to  be  a  short  trip.  And 
I’ve  said  that  this  group  assumed  power 
extra-constitutionally. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  'to  emphasize  that 
we  are  going  to  monitor  the  situation  close¬ 
ly  and  consider  its  ramifications  throughout 
the  entire  world.  And  I’ve  emphasized  in 
my  conversation  with  the  Eastern  European 
leaders  that  the  democratic  processes  in 
their  country  cannot  be  reversed.  Eastern 
Europe  is  important.  And  I’ve  called  three 
of  the  leaders,  and  I  want  to  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  assure  them  of  our  continued 
interest  and  the  need  to  retain  calm  in 
those  countries.  And  indeed,  they  were 
very  grateful  for  the  contact  by  the  United 
States. 

The  United  States  will  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  the  economic  and  political  reforms  in 
their  countries.  And  I  will  continue  to  seek 


the  advice  and  counsel  of  Eastern  European 
leaders  in  the  days  ahead.  And  of  course, 
the  Secretary  and  I  will  be  in  close  touch 
with  the  Western  European  leaders  and 
others  around  the  globe. 

Because  this  is  an  ongoing  process  of  con¬ 
sultations,  we  intend  to  maintain  a  more 
formal  work  schedule  during  the  remainder 
of  my  stay  in  Maine.  There  will  be  a 
number  of  meetings  with  Government  offi¬ 
cials  and  private  sector  experts  related  to 
the  events  in  the  Soviet  Union.  There  will 
be  daily  briefings  on  a  formalized  basis  by 
my  national  security  advisers,  and  I  will  be 
keeping  in  touch  with  Secretary  Baker. 

As  you  know,  I  will  be  receiving  Prime 
Minister  Mulroney  and  also  Prime  Minister 
Major  and,  of  course,  receiving  Ambassador 
Strauss  when  he  returns. 

Secretary  Baker  will  be  leaving  today  for 
the  NATO  ministerial  [meeting]  that  will  be 
held  in  Brussels. 

These  difficult  events  in  the  Soviet  Union 
I  believe  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  our 
strong  and  continuous  support  for  the  proc¬ 
ess  of  reform  and  restructuring.  Well  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  the  democratic  processes 
that  have  been  set  in  motion  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  most  importantly,  I  know  that 
the  American  people  stand  behind  the 
people  of  the  Soviet  Union  who  are  seeking 
more  freedom  and  more  opportunity  in 
their  society. 

So,  I’d  like  now  to  turn  this  podium  over 
to  Ambassador  Strauss  for  a  comment.  And 
then  Secretary  Baker  and  I  will  be  glad  to 
take  questions,  or  the  Ambassador.  And  I 
have  here,  of  course,  our  top  national  secu¬ 
rity  team  and  Secretary  Cheney,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  is  here,  the 
Vice  President.  And  if  you  want  to  direct 
questions  to  any  of  them,  why,  that  would 
be  fine,  too.  We’re  following  all  the  situa¬ 
tions  on  all  fronts  there,  economic,  military, 
whatever  it  is,  very,  very  closely. 

Bob. 

Ambassador  Strauss.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
President.  Let  me  just  very  briefly  say  that 
circumstances  have  changed  rather  dra¬ 
matically  since  I  accepted  this  assignment. 
It’s  a  different  world.  Nevertheless,  al¬ 
though  circumstances  have  changed,  as  I’ve 
said,  it  seems  to  me  that  my  mission  re- 
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mains  basically  the  same.  And  that  is  to  go 
to  Moscow  to  speak  very  clearly,  speak  very 
plainly,  and  if  necessary  with  undiplomatic 
candor  from  time  to  time;  to  speak  for  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  and 
for  the  American  people;  and  to  speak  for 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  democracy 
and  rule  of  law.  And  that  I  intend  .to  do. 

I  thank  you  for  this,  I  express  my  appre¬ 
ciation  to  you  for  the  confidence  you’ve 
shown  in  me,  and  I’ll  do  my  best  to  fulfill 
the  job.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President.  Well,  I’d  be  glad  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  few  questions. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  there  any  evidence, 
do  you  have  any  evidence  that  this  coup 
might  be  on  shaky  ground  in  light  of  what 
you  mentioned  yesterday  about  sometimes 
coups  fail  and  that  possibly  the  opposition 
that’s  rallying  around  Yeltsin  has  any  possi¬ 
bilities  to  turn  it  around?  And  what  kind  of 
support  are  you  able,  or  will  you  give  them 
other  than  verbal? 

The  President  Well,  I  said  yesterday  that 
some  coups  fail.  The  likelihood  of  this,  it’s 
hard  to  evaluate  in  this  circumstance.  How¬ 
ever,  there  appears  to  be  very  strong  sup¬ 
port  from  the  people  in  the  Soviet  Union 
for  constitutional  government,  for  demo¬ 
cratic  reform.  And  when  you  see  the  num¬ 
bers  turn  out — President  Yeltsin  told  me 
that  he  anticipated  there  were,  he  thought 
there  were  100,000  people  near  his  build¬ 
ing  when  I  talked  to  him  a  few  minutes 
ago.  He  thinks  that  there  will  be  strong 
support  from  the  labor  to  his  request  that 
labor  go  out  and  don’t  produce  until  this 
matter  is  resolved.  So,  you  don’t  take  free¬ 
dom  away  from  people  very  easily.  You 
don’t  set  back  democracy  very  easily.  And 
I’d  say  that  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  its  relations  with  other 
countries  if  a  constitutional  government  is 
promptly  put  back  into  operation  there. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  kind  of  support, 
though,  are  you  going  to  give  Yeltsin,  or  are 
you — just  have  to  stay  on  the  sidelines  and 
offer  verbal  encouragement? 

The  President.  Well,  we’re  certainly  going 
to  offer  encouragement  in  every  way  we 
can.  And  we’re  making  very  clear  to  the 
coup  plotters  and  the  coup  people  that 
there  will  not  be  normal  relations  with  the 
United  States  as  long  as  this  illegal  coup 


remains  in  effect. 

The  Western  Europeans  have  met,  and 
they  have  come  out  with  a  statement  along 
those  lines.  And  I  think,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  renegade  regimes  around  the 
world,  we’re  seeing  universal  condemna¬ 
tion.  So  let’s  hope  that  that  will  bring  these 
people  to  their  senses. 

I  was  just  looking  here  at  the  statement 
from  the  EC  decisions.  And  they  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  CSCE  human  rights  confer¬ 
ence  in  Moscow  should  not  go  forward,  and 
we  will  certainly  back  them  in  that.  Techni¬ 
cal  assistance,  they’re  following  what  I  men¬ 
tioned  yesterday  in  holding  back  all  of  that. 
And  they  have  some  serious  economic  prob¬ 
lems,  and  they  need  the  help  of  the  West, 
and  they  need  the  cooperation  of  Eastern 
Europe.  And  they’re  not  going  to  get  it 
under  existing  conditions. 

Q.  What  happens  now  to  the  cosponsor¬ 
ship  of  the  Middle  East  conference — will  we 
do  it  alone — and  other  front-burner  issues 
with  the  Soviet  Union?  And  what  was  the 
gist  of  the  letter  from  Yanayev? 

The  President.  It’s  far  too  early  to  say 
what  will  happen  to  the  Middle  East  confer¬ 
ence.  The  whole  world  wants  to  see  that 
succeed.  The  hopes  for  peace  in  the  Middle 
East — and  again,  I  credit  Secretary  Baker 
for  his  indefatigable  efforts  in  putting  to¬ 
gether  this  peace  process — the  whole  world 
wants  to  see  it  succeed.  I  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  frustration  to  that  on  the  part  of 
the  Soviet  Union  who  have  heretofore 
played  a  very  constructive  role  in  all  of 
that. 

But  again,  we  are  not  in  contact  with 
Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh.  We  simply 
don’t  know  what’s  going  to  happen. 

What  was  the  other  part  of  your  ques¬ 
tion? 

Q.  Would  we  go  it  alone? 

The  President.  We  will  continue  to  fight 
for,  continue  to  use  our  best  efforts  to  bring 
peace  to  the  Middle  East,  no  matter  what 
happens;  of  course  we  will.  But  let’s  face  it, 
the  Soviet  Union  heretofore  has  been  con¬ 
structive.  They’re  important  in  the  United 
Nations  concept,  and  they’re  important  on 
their  own  with  the  relations  they  have  with 
some  other  countries. 

It  is  ironic  that  only  a  handful  of  coun- 
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tries,  predictably  extreme  countries,  have 
supported  what’s  happening  in  Moscow.  I 
think  of  Libya,  I  think  of  Iraq,  and  I  think 
of  Cuba.  These  are  renegades.  These  are 
people  that  have  been  swimming  against 
the  tide  of  democracy.  The  rest  of  the 
world  appears  to  be  very  upset  with  this 
usurpation  of  power. 

Q,  Mr.  President,  in  the  past  you’ve  had 
differences  with  Chancellor  Kohl  over  mon¬ 
etary  aid  to  the  Soviet  Union.  In  your  tele¬ 
phone  conversation  with  him  yesterday,  did 
you  say  that  it  was  imperative  that  they  not 
give  any  money  to  the  new  regime? 

The  President  No.  We  worked  out  at  the 
G-7  meeting  an  agreement  with  Chancellor 
Kohl  that  he  fully  supported.  Germany  has 
some  special  problems.  Germany  wants 
those  Russian  troops  out  of  a  unified  Ger¬ 
many.  We  want  the  troops  out  of  a  unified 
Germany.  But  that  was  not  discussed. 

Q.  Aside  from  Secretary  Baker’s  trip  to 
Brussels,  is  this  situation  such  that  you 
might  want  to  see  the  European  leaders 
meet  together  in  a  summit? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  not  sure  that 
that’s  the  next  step.  We’re  in  close  contact 
with  them.  I  talked  to  the  G-7  leaders  yes¬ 
terday,  including  Ruud  Lubbers,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  The  Netherlands  who  is  head  of 
the  EC  now.  And  I’m  not  sure  that  a  face- 
to-face  meeting  of  the  European  leaders 
and  the  United  States  and  Japan  would  be 
productive  at  this  point.  But  I  think  the 
process  of  Jim  going  to  NATO,  his  doing 
that,  is  a  very  important  step. 

Yes,  these  two  over  here. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  say  that  eco¬ 
nomic  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  are 
now  on  hold,  does  that  mean  that  you’re 
actively  going  after  suspending  grain  cred¬ 
its,  for  example,  or  delaying  most-favored- 
nation  status? 

The  President  We’re  just  sitting  here  for 
a  while  leaving  everything  on  hold,  as  I’ve 
said.  We’re  reviewing  all  these  matters,  and 
it’s  way  too  early  to  say  how  each  individual 
category  is  going  to  work  out.  It’s  simply — 
we’ve  got  to  just  take  our  time.  We’ve  got 
to  be  prudent,  a  word  I  think  is  applicable 
here.  And  I  think  we’ve  got  to  be  strong.  I 
think  the  world  is  turning  to  the  United 
States  for  leadership  here,  many  countries. 
And  I  think  the  best  thing  to  do  now  is  to 


put  these  matters  on  hold.  We  did  this  yes¬ 
terday.  As  you’ve  seen,  the  Europeans, 
Western  Europeans,  have  followed  suit.  We 
don’t  want  to  hurt  people  anywhere  in 
terms  of  starvation,  things  of  that  nature. 
But  that’s  not  the  question  right  now.  So, 
it’s  premature  for  me  to  say  what  agree¬ 
ments  will  go  forward  and  what  won’t.  I 
will  always  have  in  mind  what  is  in  the 
national  interest  of  the  United  States,  how¬ 
ever. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  light  of  your  state¬ 
ment  of  yesterday,  late  yesterday  afternoon, 
and  in  light  of  the  fact  that  you’re  now 
denouncing  the  new  regime  in  Moscow  as 
illegitimate  and  unconstitutional,  might  you 
now  or  soon  be  considering  granting  to 
Lithuania  and  the  other  Baltic  Republics, 
that  are,  after  all,  elected  governments,  the 
full  recognition  they  have  long  demanded? 

The  President  Our  position  on  the  Baltic 
States  has  not  changed.  And  if  there’s  ever 
a  change  in  the  position,  we’ll  let  you  know. 
As  you  all  know,  we  have  not  ever  recog¬ 
nized  the  forceable  incorporation  of  the 
Baltic  States  into  the  Soviet  Union.  And 
that’s  where  that  matter  is  right  now.  But 
we  are  not  giving  up  on  the  restoration  of 
constitutional  government  in  the  Soviet 
Union  itself.  And  so  we’ll  leave  that  matter 
right  there. 

Q.  If  that  fails,  sir,  what - 

The  President  I’m  not  going  to  go  into 
any  hypothesis.  I  don’t  want  to  give  hope  to 
the  coup  plotters  by  suggesting  that  it  is 
going  to  fail. 

Let’s  see  who  we  have  over  here. 

Q.  Are  you  saying  that  if  the  coup  suc¬ 
ceeds  and  the  Soviet  government,  this  new 
Soviet  government  is  in  power  a  long  time, 
that  the  U.S.  still  would  not  recognize  the 
Soviet  Union? 

The  President  You  must  have  missed 
what  I  said  to  Brit  [Brit  Hume,  ABC  News]. 
I’m  not  going  to  go  into  anything  that  hypo¬ 
thetical.  There’s  no  point  in  trying  to  spell 
out  way  in  advance  of  events  what  we 
might  or  might  not  do.  And  the  main  thing 
I  want  to  do  is  see  the  restoration  of  consti¬ 
tutional  government. 

So,  I’m  sorry,  I’m  not  going  to  take  hypo¬ 
thetical  questions  or  respond  to  questions  of 
a  hypothetical  nature.  I  simply  can’t  do 
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that. 

Q.  You’re  very  definite  in  the  short  term 
about  not  recognizing  them? 

The  President.  I’m  very  definite  in  what  I 
said  in  this  statement,  yes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  heard  from 
Mr.  Yeltsin  on  the  whereabouts  or  the  well¬ 
being  of  Mr.  Gorbachev?  Or  from  anyone 
else,  for  that  matter? 

The  President.  Mr.  Yeltsin  told  me  that  he 
tried  to  send  emissaries  to  see  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev,  that  those  emissaries  were  unsuccess¬ 
ful  because  Mr.  Gorbachev  is  being  pre¬ 
vented  from  seeing  people.  As  I  say,  I’ve 
tried  to  call  him  yesterday.  I  think  Prime 
Minister  Major  tried  the  same  thing.  I  tried 
again  today.  Mr.  Gorbachev  is  the  duly  con¬ 
stituted  leader  of  the  Soviet  Union.  And  we 
will  continue  to  try. 

The  other  thing  that  Yeltsin  told  me  is, 
and  I  think  he’s  said  this  publicly,  that  he 
feels  that  if  this  medical  answer  has  any 
validity  to  it,  that  the  World  Health  Organi¬ 
zation  should  be  permitted  to  see  and  ex¬ 
amine  Mr.  Gorbachev.  I  can  tell  you  that 
Yeltsin  doesn’t  believe  that,  and  I  must  tell 
you  I  don’t  believe  it.  But  that  is  one  of  the 
canards  being  thrown  out.  It’s  really  old- 
fashioned.  But  nevertheless,  we  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  try  to  stand  with  Mr.  Gorbachev  as 
Yeltsin  is  trying  to  do. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  have  to  increase  our 
stores  of  ammunition  now,  or  are  you  going 
to  leave  more  troops  in  Europe  than  you 
would  have  taken  out? 

The  President  I’m  not  crossing  any  of 
those  bridges  now  at  all.  I’ve  mentioned  the 
matter  is  where  it  stands.  We’re  not  moving 
any  forces.  Secretary  Cheney  and  General 
Powell  can  respond  to  that  when  I  finish  if 
anyone  wants  to  go  further,  but  there’s 
no — I’m  not  trying  to  elevate  any  chance  of 
military  confrontation.  Nobody  wants  that, 
and  I  expect,  I  hope,  that  that’s  true  of  the 
coup  plotters.  It’s  certainly  true  of  Eastern 
Europe,  of  Western  Europe,  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  And  it’s  darn  sure 
true  of  the  people  that  elected  Mr.  Yeltsin, 
and  it’s  true  of  the  people  that  have  sup¬ 
ported  constitutional  reform  in  the  Soviet 
Union  which  are  vast  majorities.  So  I’ll 
leave  it  right  there. 

Q.  Should  the  new  Soviet  regime  be  that 
concerned  about  American  threats,  consid¬ 


ering  it  so  far  has  been  a  bloodless  coup  and 
considering  our  response  to  the  Tiananmen 
Square  massacre? 

The  President.  What  was  that  again? 

Q.  Should  the  new  Soviet  regime  be  that 
concerned  with  American  threats,  consider¬ 
ing  so  far  it’s  been  a  bloodless  coup? 

The  President  Who  is  threatening?  Who 
is  threatening? 

Q.  Well,  you’re  not  going  to  give  them 
any  diplomatic  recognition  at  this  point. 

The  President  I  don’t  view  that  as  a 
threat.  I  view  that  as  a  factual  statement. 
That’s  not  threatening  at  all.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted,  nobody  should  be  surprised  that  we 
remain  committed  to  democratic  reform 
and  to  constitutional  government  there. 
That  means  that  Gorbachev,  who  was  con¬ 
stitutionally  installed,  is  in  our  view  in 
power.  You  know,  it’s  interesting  that  Yan- 
ayev  is  saying  he  looks  forward  to  working 
with  Gorbachev.  It  seems  to  me  that  gives  a 
certain  credibility  to  what  I’m  just  saying. 

I’ve  raised  the  question,  I  hope  not  in  a 
testy  manner,  about  military  confrontation 
because  I  think  we  want  to  cool  that.  This 
isn’t  a  time  to  threaten  militarily  or  to 
move  forces  around  just  to  show  machoism. 
That’s  not  what’s  called  for  here.  What’s 
called  for  is  diplomacy.  What’s  called  for  is 
commitment  to  principle,  backing  those 
people  who  are  committed  to  reform,  back¬ 
ing  the  people  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  in 
the  Republics. 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President  Right  over  here. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  there  are 
other  democratic  forces  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  that  they  may  help.  It  seems  that 
you  wouldn’t  settle  for  anything  but  Gorba¬ 
chev.  But  do  you  see  other  democratic 
forces  emerging  there  that  could  play  a 
very  big  role?  Who  are  they?  And  also,  do 
you  trust  them? 

The  President  There  are  plenty  of  people 
that  are  committed.  Look  at  the  mayor  of 
Leningrad,  for  example.  There  are  plenty  of 
people  who  are  committed  to  democracy 
and  to  reform  there  and  in  the  Republics.  I 
think  one  of  the  things  that  triggered  this 
coup,  the  timing  of  the  coup,  was  the  fact 
that  a  union  treaty  was  about  to  be  signed 
which  gave  certain  rights  to  these  Repub- 
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lies. 

So,  believe  me,  there’s  thousands  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  that  are  committed  to  demo¬ 
cratic  reform.  But  why  should  I  go  into  that 
question  that  might  imply  that  we  are  turn¬ 
ing  our  backs  on  the  duly  constituted 
leader?  We’re  not  going  to  do  that. 

Q.  The  present  group  seems  to  be  trying 
to  appeal  to  the  people  because  they  feel 
that  they  are  hungry  and  they  want  food. 
Do  you  think  that  the  London  [economic] 
summit  could  have  done  something  more 
financially? 

The  President  What  they’re  trying  to  do 
is  to  say:  “Look,  we’ve  got  energy  problems. 
We’ve  got  food  problems.  We’ve  got  health 
problems,  and  we,  the  unelected  coup,  are 
going  to  solve  those  problems.”  They  can’t 
do  it  without  outside  support.  Mr.  Yeltsin 
knows  that.  Mr.  Gorbachev  knows  that.  And 
these  people  will  understand  that.  But  what 
they’re  doing  is  trying  to  cloak  their  illegal 
move  in  the  usurping  power  by  saying  to 
the  people,  “We’re  going  to  help  you  in 
these  areas  where  you’ve  been  short¬ 
changed.”  That  will  not  succeed.  They’re 
going  to  need  to  go  forward  with  these  re¬ 
forms  if  the  Soviet  Union  is  going  to  fulfill 
its  potential.  So,  that  is  a  clear,  obvious 
tactic  they’re  using,  but  I  don’t  think  that 
people  are  going  to  buy  into  it. 

I’m  going  to  take  two  more  after  this,  and 
then  we’ve  got  to  run. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  spoke  with 
Yeltsin,  did  he  give  you  any  indication  that 
he  feared  for  his  personal  safety  or  that  the 
Gorbachev  family,  Mrs.  Gorbachev  was  in 
any  way — was  with  her  husband,  away 
or - 

The  President.  Yes.  Nothing  on  the  Gor¬ 
bachev  matter.  Here  was  a  man  who  was 
standing,  Yeltsin,  standing  courageously 
against  military  force.  And  I  told  him  that 
“We  respect  you.  You’ve  been  duly  elected 
here.  We  pray  for  you,  and  we  hope  that 
you’re  successful.”  And  what  he  wants  to 
see  is  the  restoration  of  constitutional  gov¬ 
ernment.  He  wants  to  see  the  rights  of  the 
Republics,  and  he  wants  to  see  President 
Gorbachev  restored  to  power.  He  didn’t  say 
he’s  afraid;  he’s  a  very  courageous  man.  He 
says  he’s  convinced  that  the  people  will 
stand  with  him,  and  well  they  should. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  for  you  or  for  Ambassa¬ 


dor  Strauss:  When  he  gets  there,  with  just 
whom  will  he  be  meeting? 

The  President.  I’ll  leave  that  up  to  his 
good  judgment,  Charles  [Charles  Bierbauer, 
Cable  News  Network],  because  you  know 
Moscow  so  well,  and  it’s  very  hard  to  say 
with  whom  he  will  be  meeting.  The  one 
thing  I  want  him  to  do  is  establish  his  lead¬ 
ership  in  our  Embassy,  to  consult  with  a 
highly  professional  staff  there — one  of 
whom  is  Mr.  Collins  who’s  the  DCM  to 
whom  I  talked  yesterday — get  the  lay  of  the 
land  from  the  ground.  So,  it’s  less  reaching 
out  to  individual  leaders,  but  I’ll  leave  that 
to  his  good  judgment  and  the  judgment  of 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

Last  one.  Owen  [Owen  Ullman,  Knight- 
Ridder],  and  then  we’re  going.  I  haven’t 
seen  you  in  a  long  time  over  here. 

Q.  If  I  could,  a  followup,  sir.  I’m  trying  to 
establish  whether  it’s  quicker  for  him  to 
meet  with  Mr.  Yanayev,  for  example? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  no  plans  on 
that.  And  what  we  don’t  want  to  do  is  do 
anything  that  legitimizes  this  current 
regime  or  legitimizes  what  is  clearly  an  ille¬ 
gal  coup.  And  at  this  juncture,  there  are  no 
plans  for  that.  But  again,  this  is  a  fast 
moving  situation,  and  well  have  to  wait 
and  see  what  his  judgment  is  when  he  gets 
there  and  what  he  and  the  Secretary 
decide. 

Owen,  and  this  is  the  last  one. 

Q.  When  you  met  with  Mr.  Gorbachev 
over  the  past  month,  did  either  of  you  in 
your  conversations  talk  about  the  possibility 
of  something  like  this  happening  or  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  even  civil  war  in  the  Soviet 
Union? 

The  President.  No.  What  was  talked  about 
on  his  part  was  the  irreversibility  of  this 
change,  the  fact  that  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment  is  there,  elections  are  over  the  hori¬ 
zon  and  have  taken  place  in  the  Republics, 
some  of  the  Republics,  and  his  conviction 
that  the  people  are  committed  to  reform 
and  certainly  to  openness,  glasnost,  as  well. 
And  I’ve  seen  nothing  in  the  last  day  or  two 
that  would  compel  him  or  me  to  alter  that. 

Now,  that  isn’t  to  say  that  there’s  a  formi¬ 
dable  obstacle  right  now  in  the  way.  And 
that  is  eight  people  that  have  usurped  unto 
themselves  all  the  power  and  are  trying  to 
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take  over  by  force,  although  Yanayev  has 
said  he  looks  forward  to  working  with  Mr. 
Gorbachev  in  the  future. 

So,  there  wasn’t  discussion  of  that.  As  you 
know,  I  think  I  have  referred  to — I  know  I 
have  in  our  meetings — concerns  that  we 
conduct  ourselves  in  such  a  way  to  mini¬ 
mize  the  chance  of  military  takeovers.  And 
that  military  takeover  has  taken  place.  But  I 
believe  that  the  policy  that  we’ve  had  into 
effect  of  supporting  Gorbachev,  as  Yeltsin 
has  been  doing  over  the  last  few  months,  is 
the  correct  policy.  I  think  it  is  the  best  hope 
for  democracy,  was  the  best  hope  for  de¬ 
mocracy  and  reform,  and  remains  the  best 
hope  for  democracy  and  reform. 

You  get  hit  from  the  left  saying  if  you’d 
written  out  a  better  check,  this  wouldn’t 
have  happened.  And  I  don’t  believe  that  for 
one  single  minute.  And  you  get  hit  on  the 
other  side  by  people  that  are  suggesting 
that  if  we  hadn’t  been  supportive  of  the 
duly  constituted  President  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  that  things  would  have  gone  more 
swimmingly  for  democracy.  I  reject  that.  I 
don’t  believe  there’s  any  fact  in  that.  And  if 
there  were,  why  was  Boris  Yeltsin,  who  was 
elected  overwhelmingly,  supportive  as  he 
was  and  continues  to  be  of  Mr.  Gorbachev? 

So,  there  it  is.  And  as  I  say,  we  will  be 
departing.  I’m  going  to  continue  this  vaca¬ 
tion;  I’m  going  to  encourage  our  people  to. 
But  I  don’t  want  to  be  under  any  false 
color.  It’s  going  to  be  different  now  than  it’s 
been,  maybe  a  little  more  like  last  year. 
What  is  it  about  August?  [Laughter]  But  I 
will  closely  monitor  this.  We  have  extreme¬ 
ly  good  communications  up  there,  not  only 
with  our  own  key  leaders,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  ambassadors,  Secretary  of  Defense, 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs,  our  Chief  of 
Staff,  our  national  security  team,  the  Vice 
President.  Communications  are  excellent. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  again  mislead  people. 
I’m  going  to  be  spending  a  little  more  time, 
maybe  quite  a  bit  more  time,  in  various 
formal  ways  that  you  will  see  unveiled,  in 
staying  on  top  of  this  situation.  But  I  don’t 
want  to  panic.  I  don’t  want  to  send  a  signal, 
by  sitting  around  the  Oval  Office  here  look¬ 
ing  busy,  that  the  American  people  should 
expect  an  instant  satisfactory  answer  to  this 
problem.  I  don’t  want  to  elevate  hopes  by 
succumbing  to  the  whims  of  a  few  political 


critics  that  suggest  that  the  matter  can  be 
better  done  in  another  way. 

It  happened,  same  thing,  last  year,  and  I 
did  it  the  way  I  thought  was  best.  And  I 
hope  I  will  have  the  full  support  of  the 
American  people  as  we  follow  this  very, 
very  closely.  But  I  want  to  redefine  it  be¬ 
cause  I  said  that  this  vacation  was  going  to 
be  all  rest  and  no  work.  And  now  it’s  going 
to  be  changed  somewhat  even  though  I 
have  been  getting  briefed. 

We  have  tremendous  press  coverage  up 
there,  get  our  message  out.  We  have  excel¬ 
lent  communications  and  contacts.  And 
rather  than  elevate  the  hopes  by  churning 
around  in  here,  I’m  going  to  finish  what  I 
started  out  to  do.  And  I  will  receive  various 
visitors,  and  you’ll  be  fascinated,  I  am  sure, 
by  who  they  are.  And  it  will  show  you  my 
commitment  to  staying  right  on  top  of  this 
situation  because  people  are  looking  to  the 
United  States  for  the  leadership  in  this,  dis¬ 
proportionately. 

I  might  add  this  point.  Neither  the  Am¬ 
bassador  here  or  the  Secretary  of  State  or 
the  Secretary  of  Defense  or  the  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  or 
my  White  House  advisers  want  to  see  this 
turn  into  an  East-West  confrontation.  And 
we’re  going  to  get  pushed.  If  I  answer  some 
of  these  hypothetical  questions,  I  could  in¬ 
advertently  move  things  into  an  East-West 
confrontation.  And  that’s  not  what  this  is 
about. 

Many  changes,  constructive  changes, 
have  taken  place  in  the  world  as  a  result  of 
Mr.  Gorbachev’s  leadership,  as  a  result  of 
Mr.  Yeltsin’s  election.  Adherence  to  democ¬ 
racy,  for  example,  in  the  latter  case.  And 
clearly  all  you  have  to  do  is  look  at  Eastern 
Europe,  you  have  to  look  at  a  united  Ger- 
many,  you  have  to  look  at  cooperation  in 
various  areas  around  the  world  to  know 
what  I’m  talking  about. 

So,  what  we  don’t  want  to  do  is  inadvert¬ 
ently  set  back  any  of  those  changes  that  are 
very,  very  important  to  the  United  States 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  particularly  to 
Eastern  Europe.  And  so  we  will  conduct 
ourselves  less  flamboyantly  than  some 
would  have  us  do  our  business,  but  I  think 
with  the  proper  mixture  of  strength  and 
conviction  to  these  democratic  principles. 
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Thank  you  all  very  much.  the  White  House.  In  the  news  conference , 

he  referred  to  Prime  Minister  Toshiki  Kaifu 
Note:  The  President's  98th  news  conference  of  Japan, 
began  at  10:35  a.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at 


Presidential  Determination  No.  91-48 — Memorandum  on  Trade 
With  Romania 
August  17,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Determination  under  Subsection 
402(cX2XA)  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974,  as 
Amended — Romania 

Pursuant  to  subsection  402(cX2XA)  of  the 
Trade  Act  of  1974,  as  amended  (the  “Act”) 
(19  U.S.C.  2432(cX2)(A)),  I  determine  that  a 
waiver  by  Executive  order  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  subsections  (a)  and  (b)  of  section  402 
of  the  Act  with  respect  to  Romania  will 
substantially  promote  the  objectives  of  sec¬ 
tion  402. 


You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  pub¬ 
lish  this  determination  in  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter. ,  3:05  p.m September  3,  1991] 

Note:  The  memorandum  was  released  by  the 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  August  21. 
The  Executive  order  is  listed  in  Appendix  E 
at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  Trade  With  Romania 
August  17,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Pursuant  to  subsection  402(cX2XA)  of  the 
Trade  Act  of  1974,  as  amended  (the  “Act”) 
(19  U.S.C.  2432(cX2XA)),  I  have  determined 
that  a  waiver  of  the  application  of  subsec¬ 
tions  (a)  and  (b)  of  section  402  of  the  Act 
with  respect  to  Romania  will  substantially 
promote  the  objectives  of  section  402,  A 
copy  of  that  determination  is  enclosed.  I 
have  also  received  assurances  with  respect 
to  the  emigration  practices  of  Romania  re¬ 
quired  by  subsection  402(cX2XB)  of  the  Act. 
This  letter  constitutes  the  report  to  the 
Congress  required  by  subsection  402(cX2). 


Pursuant  to  subsection  402(cX2),  I  shall 
issue  an  Executive  order  waiving  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  subsections  (a)  and  (b)  of  section 
402  of  the  Act  with  respect  to  Romania. 
Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives ,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate.  The  letter  was  released  by  the 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  August  21. 
The  Executive  order  is  listed  in  Appendix  E 
at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  Trade  With  Romania 
August  21,  1991 


The  President  has  waived  for  Romania 
the  emigration  provisions  of  the  Jackson- 
Vanik  amendment  to  the  Trade  Act  of 
1974,  reflecting  the  wide  freedom  of  emi¬ 
gration  which  the  citizens  of  Romania  now 
enjoy.  The  President’s  decision  responds  to 
requests  from  leaders  of  Romania’s  demo¬ 
cratic  opposition,  as  well  as  from  the  Roma¬ 
nian  Government,  and  will  directly  benefit 
the  people  of  Romania  as  they  face  continu¬ 
ing  economic  hardship. 

The  Jackson- Vanik  waiver  will  make  Ro¬ 
mania  eligible  to  apply  for  credit  guaran¬ 
tees  for  commercial  imports  of  U.S.  agricul¬ 
tural  products.  These  would  provide 
needed  agricultural  commodities  beyond 
the  more  than  $120  million  in  U.S.  food  and 
other  humanitarian  assistance  supplied  in 


fiscal  years  1990  and  1991. 

The  waiver  does  not  constitute  restora¬ 
tion  of  most  favored  nation  (MFN)  tariff 
status,  which  Romania  renounced  in  1988. 
MFN  status  is  a  separate  issue,  which  will 
be  decided  on  the  basis  of  further  substan¬ 
tial  progress  toward  a  market  economy  and 
democratic  pluralism,  including  the  holding 
of  free  and  fair  local  and  parliamentary 
elections  in  the  near  future. 

The  President’s  decision  also  underscores 
the  great  importance  the  United  States  at¬ 
taches  to  continued  movement  toward  free 
markets  and  democracy  throughout  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe. 

Note:  The  related  Executive  order  is  listed 
in  Appendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine,  on  the 
Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 
August  21,  1991 


The  President.  I  wanted  to  report  to  the 
American  people  on  some  of  the  latest  de¬ 
velopments  related  to  the  situation  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

I  spoke  at  length  this  morning  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Boris  Yeltsin.  The  call  began  at  about 
8:30  a.m.  And  I  also  talked  to  Ambassador 
Strauss,  who  is  now  in  our  Embassy  in 
Moscow,  in  position.  And  I  also  talked,  in 
the  last  20  hours,  to  President  Menem  in 
Argentina,  to  Prime  Minister  Mulroney, 
Prime  Minister  Major.  And  I  will  continue 
these  kinds  of  consultative  calls. 

President  Yeltsin  was  clearly  encouraged 
by  the  fact  that  he  had  survived  another 
night  in  the  Russian  Parliament  building 
without  a  major  assault  by  the  forces  sup¬ 
porting  this  coup.  He  told  me  that  tens  of 
thousands  of  Muscovites  had  turned  out  to 
help  guard  the  building  from  attack. 

Yeltsin  said  he  was  encouraged  by  indica¬ 
tions  that  more  and  more  military  units  and 
their  commanders  were  abandoning  sup¬ 


port  of  the  coup.  His  building  is  still  sur¬ 
rounded,  however,  and  special  troops,  the 
Spetznaz,  are  remaining  loyal  to  the  coup 
plotters.  It  is  those  troops  who  are  moving 
to  occupy  additional  sites  in  the  Baltic 
States. 

President  Yeltsin  said  that  the  Russian  Su¬ 
preme  Soviet  had  met  and  declared  unani¬ 
mously  that  the  coup  was  illegal  and  with¬ 
out  effect.  And  he  also  mentioned  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Union 
Supreme  Soviet,  which  will  be  held  on 
August  26th.  And  they  are,  this  is  the  way 
he  put  it,  they  are  vigorously  trying  to  line 
up  support  for  that  Supreme  Soviet  to  de¬ 
clare  this  coup  illegal. 

President  Yeltsin  said  he  told  the  Su¬ 
preme  Soviet  of  the  strong  support  being 
given  by  the  United  States  to  those  resisting 
the  illegal  Emergency  Committee  activities 
and  that  the  Supreme  Soviet  received  the 
news  very,  very  warmly. 

There  are  at  present,  according  to  Yelt- 
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sin,  flights  of  aircraft  carrying  his  represent¬ 
atives,  and  also  others  with  members  of  the 
Emergency  Committee,  on  their  way  to  the 
Crimea  to  meet  with  President  Gorbachev. 
Obviously  he  doesn’t  have  all  the  details  on 
that,  and  I  won’t  be  able  to  fill  you  in  on 
any  details  on  that,  either. 

President  Yeltsin  said  he  was  prepared 
for  all  contingencies.  He  thanked  the 
United  States  profusely  for  its  support, 
which  was  making  an  important  difference, 
and  asked  that  we  continue  to  stay  in  touch 
with  him,  which  we  will  do. 

Ambassador  Bob  Strauss,  who  had  just  ar¬ 
rived,  gave  me  a  rundown  on  developments 
in  Moscow  which  paralleled  those  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin,  the  reports  he  was  getting 
there. 

Overall,  while  the  situation  remains 
highly  fluid  and  uncertain,  I  think  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  situation  appears  somewhat 
more  positive  than  in  the  earliest  hours  of 
this  coup.  So,  I  will  stay  in  touch  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin,  hopefully  at  some  point  be 
able  to  contact  President  Gorbachev,  which 
we  still  are  unable  to  do.  But  I  guess  I 
would  say  to  the  American  people  these 
developments  are  positive. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  this  hardly  sounds  like  a 
declaration  the  coup  is  over.  What  can  you 
tell  us,  based  on  your  conversations  with 
Yeltsin  and  any  other  information  you’ve 
got,  about  the  status  of  the  coup  plotters, 
whether  the  Emergency  Committee  is  still 
in  control  there,  and  the  whereabouts  and 
the  condition  on  President  Gorbachev? 

The  President  We  don’t  know.  We  have 
all  kinds  of  rumors.  We  have  all  kinds  of 
raw  intelligence  coming  in.  But,  Norm 
[Norman  Sandler,  United  Press  Internation¬ 
al],  I  think  it  would  be  a  big  mistake  to  add 
to  the  rumor  mill.  We  simply  don’t  know. 
Yeltsin  tells  me  that  he  thinks  five  of  the 
coup  leaders  have  left  Moscow;  but  he,  I 
think,  would  be  the  first  to  tell  you  that  he 
is  not  totally  certain  on  this.  He  also  feels 
that  Pavlov  is  in  the  hospital.  But  we  can’t 
confirm  it,  and  therefore  it  just — there’s  so 
much  rumor  and  speculation.  I  want  to  try 
here  now  to  avoid  that  as  best  I  can. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  is  in  control  of  the 
Soviet  military  right  now?  And  were  there 
any  Western  diplomats  on  these  planes  that 
are  supposedly  headed  for  the  Crimea  to 


meet  with  Gorbachev? 

The  President.  Well,  there  were  rumors 
about  a  flight  that  was  taking  some  Western 
diplomats  from  the  Embassies  there.  I 
talked  to  John  Major  about  that,  but  there’s 
no  evidence  that — when  I  talked  to  him, 
which  was  15  minutes  ago,  there  was  no — 
in  fact,  he  had  confirmed  that  the  plane 
had  not  left.  And  yet,  rumors  had  it  that 
they  were  on  their  way.  So,  he  had  just 
talked  to  his  emissary,  who  was  going  to  be 
on  the  airplane. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  tried  to  reach 
President  Gorbachev  since  yesterday? 

The  President  I  haven’t  tried  a  direct 
phone  call  to  him  personally,  but  I’ll  keep 
trying. 

Q.  If  the  Soviets  survive  this  constitution¬ 
al  crisis,  would  you  be  more  inclined  to  pro¬ 
vide  direct  economic  aid  to  their  economy 
which  will  be  in  no  better  shape? 

The  President  We  will  look  at  it.  The 
G— 7  took  action  on  that.  We  will  continue 
to  do  what  both  Gorbachev  and  Yeltsin 
want,  and  that  is  to  provide  the  kind  of  aid 
that  the  G-7  said  they  would  provide.  And 
we  will  certainly,  if  things  work  out  in  a 
satisfactory  fashion,  get  back  into  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  furthering  the  economic  recovery, 
certainly. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  elaborate  a 
little  bit  on  what  you  said  about  these  spe¬ 
cial  forces  troops?  The  impression  seems  to 
have  been  that  these  were  troops  that  were 
leaving  the  city,  that  that  was  a  positive 
sign.  Is  it  your  understanding - 

The  President.  There  are  two  different 
groups  of  them.  One  of  them  is  the  air¬ 
borne  forces,  and  I  believe  that  the  air¬ 
borne  commander  has  come  over  to  the 
Yeltsin  side  and  pulled  his  forces  back.  The 
other  are  Spetznaz  forces,  which  are  the 
highly  disciplined  forces  who  answer  to  De¬ 
fense  Minister  Yazov,  and  apparently  they 
are  still  under  command  of  Yazov,  and  they 
have  not  come  over  to  the  side  of  democra¬ 
cy  and  freedom. 

Q.  Is  Yazov  still  there? 

Q.  So,  Yazov  is  in  charge,  is  still  control¬ 
ling  the  military? 

The  President.  Well,  it’s  very  hard  to  tell. 
But  according  to  Mr.  Yeltsin,  I’ve  told  you 
just  exactly  how  it  is  working  as  of  right 
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now. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know,  though,  Yazov  is 
still - 

The  President  I  would  say  that,  as  far  as 
what  Mr.  Yeltsin  knows,  which  is  what  I 
know,  that  the  defense  is  not  over  on  the 
side  of  Mr.  Yeltsin  at  this  point. 

Q.  Mr.  President? 

The  President.  Yes,  we’re  going  to  work 
our  way  right  down  here. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  with  Boris  Yeltsin  an¬ 
choring  democratic  opposition  to  this  coup, 
where  does  that  leave  him  if  things  do  in 
fact  resolve  themselves  satisfactorily? 

The  President.  It  leaves  the  world  looking 
at  him  as  a  very  courageous  individual,  duly 
elected  by  the  people,  standing  firmly  and 
courageously  for  democracy  and  freedom, 
with  enormous  stature  as  a  result  of  that. 

Q.  Would  that  change  the  U.S.  approach 
toward  Mr.  Yeltsin  in  any  way? 

The  President.  The  U.S.  approach  towards 
Mr.  Yeltsin,  as  you  know,  is  to  be  supportive 
of  those  who  are  elected.  Ever  since  he’s 
been  elected  he  has  received  total  support. 
And  before  he  was  elected  he  was  received 
properly.  But  I  must  say  in  terms  of  the 
respect  level,  I  will  join  others  all  around 
the  world,  not  just  politicians  or  elected 
leaders  of  countries,  in  saying  that  he  has 
shown  tremendous  courage,  and  the  people 
appear  to  be  rallying  behind  him. 

And  as  I  said  earlier  on  to  some  skepti¬ 
cism,  48  hours  ago  or  more,  that,  look,  all 
these  coups  don’t  succeed.  And  democracy, 
once  unleashed,  is  a  pretty  powerful  force. 
So,  I  think  he  will  have  a  well-earned  stat¬ 
ure  around  the  world  that  he  might  not 
have  had — that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
having,  but  might  not  have  fully  achieved 
before  all  this  happened,  provided  it  works 
out  the  way  certainly  the  United  States 
wants  it  to  work  out.  But  it  is  too  early  to 
declare  these  matters  over.  I  don’t  want  to 
be  a  part  of  that. 

Q.  How  about  Mr.  Gorbachev’s  position, 
sir? 

The  President  Well,  who  knows?  I  mean, 
we  can’t  even  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev.  But  Yeltsin  is  strongly  supporting 
him,  and  so  are  we.  He  was  constitutionally 
empowered.  And  that’s  the  point  here. 
Every  time  I  talk  to  Yeltsin,  or  both  times 
I’ve  talked  to  Yeltsin,  he  makes  this  point  of 


strong  support  for  Gorbachev. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  planning  any 
additional  steps  today,  and  have  you  given 
any  additional  instructions  to  Ambassador 
Strauss  about  what  he  should  do? 

The  President  No,  he  will  be  in  touch 
with  me  probably  later  today  and  in  touch 
with  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  missed  a  call,  I 
think,  from  Jim  Baker  a  few  minutes  ago. 
But  he’s  over  in  Brussels.  He  will  have  met 
with  the  NATO  leaders.  I  expect  we  may 
see  him  up  here  tomorrow,  and  we  can  get 
a  little  more  detail  out  of  that  one.  But  I 
don’t  know  the  exact  details  of  the  Strauss 
plans  yet.  He  just  got  there.  He’s  surveying 
the  situation  as  I  asked  him  to  do,  and  de¬ 
velopments  are  happening  so  fast  that  I’ll 
just  have  to  wait  and  see  how  the  clock 
runs  and  what  he  has  to  say. 

Q.  Did  President  Yeltsin’s  reports  on  the 
activities  of  the  special  forces  and  other 
military  units — are  they  mirrored  by  U.S. 
intelligence  on  the  subject,  or  do  we  have 
any  U.S.  intelligence  on  those  subjects? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  the  best  in¬ 
telligence  in  the  world,  and  sometimes  it 
can  accurately  predict  things,  and  some¬ 
times  it  can  actually  count  the  beans  and 
tell  us  the  things  you’re  asking  about.  We 
have  some  evidence  of  force  movements  in 
the  Baltic  area,  but  I  don’t  want  to  go 
beyond  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Bush,  when  you  say  that  Yeltsin 
says  there’s  a  delegation  from  the  Russian 
Republic  en  route  to  the  Crimea  hoping  to 
see  Gorbachev,  what  is  your  understanding 
of  what  they  hope  will  happen?  Do  they 
want  to  bring  him  back  to  Moscow? 

The  President.  Absolutely.  They  want  him 
back  in  power. 

Q.  Do  they  think  he’ll  be  able  to? 

The  President  He  was  constitutionally  put 
into  office,  and  they  want  to  have  the  law 
fully  observed.  So,  they  would  like  to  see 
that,  and  they  would  like  to  see  him  in 
there  unhampered  by  the  illegality  of  the 
coup. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  sense  of  whether 
they  think  that  will  be  possible  today,  to¬ 
morrow?  Any  timeframe? 

The  President.  No,  I  can’t  because  he  was 
understandably  vague  as  to  whether  they 
would  get  to  see  Gorbachev.  He  gave  me 
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the  names  of  the  people  that  were  on  the 
flight,  which  I’m  not  going  to  give  because 
I  think  that  should  come  from  over  there. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  given  the  way  the 
world,  if  you  will,  is  wired  for  sound  and 
pictures,  it’s  conceivable  that  Gorbachev  is 
hearing  you  right  now - 

The  President  I  hope  so. 

Q .  - or  will.  Since  you  can’t  get 

through  to  him  on  the  phone,  what  would 
your  message  publicly  be  to  him? 

The  President.  I  would  say:  Stay  with  your 
principles.  Stay  with  your  reforms.  Stay 
with  your  commitment  to  democratic  proc¬ 
ess  and  constitutional  law.  Stand  shoulder- 
to-shoulder  with  Yeltsin,  as  you  have  been, 
in  seeing  the  evolution  of  democracy  and 
perestroika  and  glasnost  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  knowing  Gorbachev,  I’m  con¬ 
vinced  he  will.  Knowing  what  the  objec¬ 
tives  of  the  coup  plotters  must  be,  I  would 
expect  they  would  be  trying  to  get  him  to 
do  something  else. 

Q.  Sir,  in  your  communications  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  have  there  been  any  assur¬ 
ances  to  the  U.S.  at  any  level  that  the  Soviet 
nuclear  arsenal  is  safeguarded,  that  some¬ 
one  can’t  get  their  finger  on  the  button? 

The  President.  We  see  no  reason  to  be 
concerned  about  that.  Our  people  are 
taking  a  hard  look  at  that  all  the  time. 

Q.  Sir,  I  know  you  were  glad  to  hear 
Boris  Yeltsin  say  that  American  support  has 
been  very  helpful  to  him.  But  in  fact, 
you’ve  talked  about  the  limited  impact  the 
U.S.  can  have,  your  aides  talked  even  more 
starkly  about  how  little  impact  the  limited 
economic  aid  we  have,  cutting  off  cultural 
exchanges— is  that  the  sort  of  thing  that 
would  have  any  impact  on  people,  for  these 
conservatives  who  are  desperate  to  stay  in 
power?  Do  you  think  you’ve  any  impact? 

The  President  Yes,  I  think — well,  I  would 
simply  go  by  what  Mr.  Yeltsin  says.  And  the 
statement  I  made  yesterday,  he  was  profuse 
in  his  gratitude  for  that.  And  it’s  not  just 
the  United  States,  but  we  are  the  United 
States  of  America  and,  thus,  the  dispropor¬ 
tionately  loud  voice  in  matters  of  this 
nature. 

But,  John  [John  Mashek,  Boston  Globe], 
all  I  can  tell  you  is  what  the  man  says.  I’ll 
tell  you  what  I  said  to  him.  I  said,  “Now, 
would  it  be  helpful  to  have  another  state¬ 


ment  along  the  lines  of  the  ones  I  made 
yesterday?”  And  he  said,  he  repeated,  “Yes, 
yes,  yes,  it  is  very  important.”  And  so,  you 
know,  there’s  some  people  in  this  country 
from  one  side  or  another  of  the  spectrum 
that  we  have  that  say  you  ought  to  be  able 
to  wave  a  wand  and  solve  a  problem  of  this 
nature  in  the  city  of  Moscow  instantly. 
That’s  not  what  you  can  do.  But  what  you 
can  do  if  you’re  President  is  put  the  full 
force  of  the  American  people,  emotionally, 
morally,  behind  the  democratic  forces.  And 
that’s  what  I’m  trying  to  do.  And  apparent¬ 
ly  according  to  Mr.  Yeltsin  at  least,  and  I 
think  others,  that’s  what  we  should  be 
trying  to  do. 

Q.  But  sir,  these  are  pretty  hard-boiled 
characters - 

The  President  Yes,  they  are. 

Q.  - who  plotted  this  coup,  and  moral 

pleas  to  them  probably  have  very  little 
impact.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  they  fear 
this  economic  aid  being  cut  off,  not  only  by 
you  but  by  the  EC  countries,  do  you  think 
that’s  the  sort  of  thing  that  has  an  impact 
possibly  on - 

The  President.  Well,  I  would  think  it 
would  have,  or  I  wouldn’t  have — you  know, 
I  would  have  done  it  anyway.  But  I  think  it 
would  have.  Yes,  John,  they’ve  got  econom¬ 
ic  problems.  As  you  know,  some  of  their 
first  decrees  where  they  were  going  to  put 
food  on  the  shelves  and  do  something  about 
medicine  and  do  something  about  energy, 
but  as  they  see  the  reality  of  the  world, 
they  are  going  to  need  the  help  of  the  out¬ 
side  world.  And  when  they  see  the  United 
States  and  they  see  the  European  foreign 
ministers  coming  together,  all  saying 
they’re  not  going  to  have  business  as  usual, 
I  think  it  does  make  an  impact.  And  so,  that 
is  one  thing  that  can  be  done. 

Q.  Could  it  have  caused  the  apparent 
split  within  the  coup  plotters? 

The  President.  No,  I  think  what  caused 
the  current  split  in  the  coup  plotters,  and 
this  is  pure  conjecture,  is  some  of  them  re¬ 
alizing  sooner  than  others  that  they  may 
have  bitten  off  more  than  they  can  chew 
here.  But  time  will  tell  on  that  one,  and 
again,  I  don’t  want  to  be  proclaiming  this 
matter  solved.  I  will  say,  once  again,  that  I 
am  pleased  it  is  moving  in  the  direction 
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that  it  appears  to  be  moving. 

But  they’ve  got  a  lot  of  troops.  They’ve 
got  a  lot  of  force.  They’ve  got  a  lot  of 
people  that  look  at  these  matters  in  a  very 
hard-line  way.  The  one  thing  I  don’t  want 
to  do  is  inadvertently  contribute  to  their 
will  and  their  resolve.  But  I  think  some  are 
flaking  off  because  they  think  that  they’ve 
gone  about  it  wrong. 

Q.  Assuming  that  President  Gorbachev 
does  recover  his  authority,  how  will  this 
affect  his  ability  to  keep  the  Soviet  Union 
on  a  stable  path?  Will  he  be  strengthened 
by  it  or  weakened? 

The  President  I  would  say  that — again,  a 
little  hypothetical  for  me  to  get  into — given 
Yeltsin’s  support  for  him  and  given  the  re¬ 
spect  with  which  he’s  held  by  leaders  all 
around  the  world,  and  that  has  certainly  not 
been  diminished  by  this  at  all,  he  will  still 
be  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with. 

Again,  they  can  sort  out  inside  their  own 
matters.  But  what  will  be  filtered  away, 
should  Gorbachev  be  reinstated,  as  we  hope 
he  will  be,  what  will  be  filtered  out  will  be 
the  fear  of  a  rightwing  military  takeover 
because  the  people  will  see  that  the  power 
of  the  people  to  stand  up  against  this  illegal¬ 
ity  is  pretty  good,  pretty  strong. 

Q.  So,  in  effect,  that  might  indeed 
strengthen  his  hand  to  move  in  a - 

The  President  It’s  possible,  but  again,  it’s 
too  hypothetical  yet.  We’ve  got  a  big  prob¬ 
lem  out  there,  and  I’d  want  to  try  to  keep  it 
as  factual  as  possible. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  were  consid¬ 
ering  aid  before  the  economic  summit  and 
other  times,  you  had  said  you  didn’t  want  to 
give  any  serious  aid  until  you  saw  credible 
reforms  in  place  and  the  idea  that  it 
wouldn’t  go  to  waste.  Does  this  delineation, 
the  support  of  the  people  for  Yeltsin  and 
Gorbachev  and  the  delineation  of  the  pro¬ 
gressives  enhance  their  credibility?  Do  you 
now  feel  differently  that  you  believe  the 
reforms? 

The  President  I  don’t  feel  differently 
about  their  credibility.  I  never  doubted  the 
commitment  to  democracy  or  the  commit¬ 
ment  to  perestroika,  the  commitment  to 
reform.  What  has  to  happen,  and  what  all  of 
us  addressed  that  problem  in  the  G~ 7 
summit  was,  what  had  to  happen  was  cer¬ 
tain  things  had  to  take  place  before  you 


send  money. 

But  when  you  talk  about  economic  sup¬ 
port,  we  had  put  into  effect  in  London, 
agreed  on  a  program  in  London  that  was 
very  acceptable  to  both  Gorbachev  and 
Yeltsin. 

Q.  Sir,  you  talked  about  the  possibility  of 
Mr.  Gorbachev  being  reinstated.  In  this 
case,  would  you  like  to  see  popular  Presi¬ 
dential  elections  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

The  President  I  think  there  will  be,  and  I 
think  those  who  are  committed  to  democra¬ 
cy,  as  we  are,  strongly  believe  in  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  given  the  character  of 
the  coup  leaders,  are  you  surprised  they 
sort  of  went  halfway  with  the  coup  and  the 
incredible  apparent  disorganization  of  it? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  too  early  to 
decree  how  disorganized  it  is,  but  I  think 
they  underestimated  the  power  of  the 
people.  They  underestimated  what  a  taste 
of  democracy  and  freedom  brings.  Every¬ 
one  recognizes  that  there  were  serious  eco¬ 
nomic  problems,  and  I  think  they  felt,  well, 
we’ll  come  in  there,  promise  food  on  the 
shelves  and  to  solve  these  problems.  And 
then  they  saw  that  overriding  all  of  that 
was  a  commitment  by  many,  many  people 
in  Russia,  and  in  the  Soviet  Union  entirely, 
to  democracy,  for  democracy.  So,  I  think 
there,  if  this  coup  fails,  that  will  be  the 
serious  miscalculation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  Gorbachev  returns  or 
some  other,  what  you  view  as  a  constitu¬ 
tional  figure  returns,  would  you  urge  them 
to  deal  more  forthrightly  and  decisively 
with  the  KGB,  the  interior  forces  and  the 
military - 

The  President  It  is  too  early  to  sort  that 
out,  and  I  wouldn’t  be  bold  enough  to  give 
advice  to  Mr.  Yeltsin  and  Mr.  Gorbachev  to 
how  to  treat  with  those  matters. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  that  we 
have  the  best  intelligence  in  the  world. 
Since  there  was  a  degree  of  surprise  in  the 
coup,  do  we  have  a  better  idea  now  as  to 
when  this  coup  was  organized  or  who  was 
the  ringleader?  Do  you  have  any  one 
person  that  you’re  now  saying - 

The  President  Not  yet.  And  you  know,  I 
know  a  lot  is  expected  of  intelligence.  But 
Mr.  Gorbachev  had  pretty  good  intelli¬ 
gence.  Mr.  Yeltsin  had  pretty  good  intelli- 
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gence.  And  all  the  intelligence  services 
around  the  world  think  they’ve  got  good 
intelligence,  and  I  know  we’ve  got  the  best, 
and  I  would  simply  say,  based  on  this  expe¬ 
rience,  that  there  are  some  things  you 
cannot  accurately  predict. 

That  wasn’t  your  question.  We  don’t  yet 
know  the  genesis  of  all  of  this,  and  it’ll  be  a 
while  before  anybody  does. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  are  reluctant  to  de¬ 
clare  the  coup  over,  but  some  are  suggest¬ 
ing  if  this  coup  does  fail,  it  will  actually 
mean  an  end  to  the  hard-liners  and  help  to 
jump  start  democracy  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
What’s  your  own  feeling? 

The  President.  It  is  so  clear  to  me  that  if 
this  coup  fails,  democracy  will  take  a  gigan¬ 
tic  leap  forward  because  we  will  have  seen 
its  underpinnings.  We  will  have  seen  its  in¬ 
herent  strength.  We  will  have  seen  that  a 
courageous  leader,  standing  up  for  a  princi¬ 
ple,  can  rally  an  enormous  number  of 
people  behind  him. 

Obviously,  some  of  the  determination  will 
be  based  on  the  view  of  Mr.  Gorbachev,  but 
it  would  surprise  me  very  much  if  he  didn’t 
stay  totally  committed  to  this  path  of  demo¬ 
cratic  change. 

Q.  But  in  your  view,  is  this  the  last 
hurrah  for  the  hard-liners? 

The  President.  Well,  we’d  have  to  wait 
and  see.  If  I  said  that,  I’d  be  declaring  this 
over,  and  it’s  not  the  role  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  Let’s  let  these  matters 
develop  there. 

One,  two,  three,  and  four,  and  then  I’m 
out  of  here.  That’s  the  last  question. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  Yeltsin  has 
prepared  for  all  contingencies.  Does  he 
think  and  do  you  think  that  there’s  still  a 
possibility  of  a  last-ditch  military  confronta¬ 
tion,  and  what  does  Yeltsin  have  at  his  dis¬ 
posal  to  hold  up  his  end  of  such  a  confronta¬ 
tion? 

The  President.  He  made  clear  to  me  he 
doesn’t  think  that  the  military  threat  is 
over.  I  think  I  stated  that  in  the  statement. 
But  he  was  pleased,  obviously,  that  the  air¬ 
borne  troops  had  pulled  back.  But  he  made 
clear  to  me  that  he  was  not  about  to  say 
that  the  threat  is  finished. 

Q.  What  kind  of  forces  does  he  have  on 
his  side,  and  is  he  prepared  to  fight? 

The  President  Well,  they  have  some  Rus¬ 


sian  forces,  and  he’s  got  people  on  his  side. 
He  said,  “tens  of  thousands”  was  the  way  he 
phrased  it  today. 

Q.  I’m  wondering  if  you  see  any  parallels 
between  this  situation  and  what  we  were 
going  through  last  year  at  this  time  where 
the  world  unites  to  condemn  an  action  in 
hopes  of  reversing  it  through  sort  of  moral 
suasion.  It  seems  to  be  going  a  little  better 
this  time  than  last  year.  But  if  perhaps  you 
talk  about  this  force  as  a  democracy,  is  it 
really  just  the  fact  that  the  people  inside 
the  Soviet  Union  weren’t  going  to  accept 
this? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  see  a  parallel 
on  the  democratic  question.  I  do  see  a 
moral  parallel:  The  world  rising  up  against 
aggression  last  year,  the  world  supporting 
the  forces  of  democracy.  This  time  there’s  a 
little  difference.  But  there’s  a  similarity  if 
you  want  to  put  in  terms  of  good-versus-evil 
which  some  philosophers  might  think  is  a 
little  oversimplistic,  and  I  don’t.  I  think 
here  we  have  a  question  of  what’s  good  and 
what’s  bad.  What’s  good  is  the  commitment 
to  constitutional  law  and  democracy,  and 
what  is  bad  is  use  of  muscle  to  try  to  over¬ 
throw  it. 

Last  year,  what  was  good  was  the  fact 
that  the  world  stood  up  against  aggression: 
democratic  countries,  nondemocratic  coun¬ 
tries.  And  what  was  bad  is  you  had  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  aggressors  who  had  thought  they 
could  bully  and  the  bludgeon  a  neighbor. 

So,  there  are  some  parallels,  Karen 
[Karen  Hosier,  Baltimore  Sun],  but  I  think 
there  are  also  some  distinct  differences. 

Q.  Is  the  major  difference,  though,  the 
forces  of  democracy  that  are  being  un¬ 
leashed  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

The  President.  I  think  it’s  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  distinction  here  because  the  battle  last 
year  was  not  over  democratic  rule  in 
Kuwait,  for  example;  it  was  over  aggression. 
Do  you  reward  aggression  or  not?  Do  you 
let  aggression  stand  or  not?  So  that  it  was  a 
different  question,  a  different  moral  ques¬ 
tion.  Both  issues  have  strong  moral  under¬ 
pinnings. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  American  relation¬ 
ship  with  Mr.  Yeltsin  has  been  fairly  awk¬ 
ward  at  times  over  the  last  couple  of  years. 
No  matter  what  happens  precisely  now, 
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would  you  guess  that  the  development  in 
the  last  3  days  have  changed  that  relation¬ 
ship  forever,  one  way  or  another? 

The  President.  In  the  first  place,  I  think 
they  were  proper  before  the  elections.  Sec¬ 
ondly,  I  think  they  properly  improved  dra¬ 
matically  after  he  was  overwhelmingly 
elected  by  the  people.  That  is  a  significant 
turning  point  for  the  way  regimes  all 
around  the  world,  countries  all  around  the 
world  look  at  Mr.  Yeltsin.  And  they  have 
taken  a  quantum  leap  forward  now  by  this 
man’s  displayed  courage  and  by  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  democracy. 

A  followup? 

Q.  I  was  just  going  to  say,  have  you  found 
that  in  your  personal  relationship  with  him 
over  the  last  couple  of  days  that  you’ve  had 
an  easier  time  talking  with  him?  There  has 
been  some  concern  that  he  was  somewhat 
erratic,  somewhat  flamboyant  previously. 
Has  that  been  a  problem  at  any  point  in  the 
last  couple  of  days? 

The  President.  I  don’t  detect  any  less 
flamboyance.  And  in  this  instance,  the  flam¬ 
boyance — [ laughter ] — the  flamboyance  is  a 
very  positive  quality  as  you  climb  up  there 
and  encourage  your  people.  But  I  don’t  see 
a  turning  point  as  a  result  of  this.  I  mean, 
we  had  very  cordial  discussions  as  I  think 
he,  himself,  confirmed  in  Moscow;  I  think 
he  was  accorded  when  he  came  to  Wash¬ 
ington  as  an  elected  leader.  I  think  he  felt, 
at  least  he  said  so,  and  I  believe  him,  he  felt 
that  visit  had  gone  very,  very  well. 

So,  I  can’t  say  to  you,  Jerry  [Gerald  Seib, 
Wall  Street  Journal],  that  there’s  been,  in 
the  personal  contact  way,  been  a  dramatic 
change  because  I  think  as  I  have  watched 
him  in  action  as  an  elected  leader  his  per¬ 
formance  has  been  superb.  And  some  were 
trying  to  make  this  long  ago  into  a  Gorba¬ 
chev- versus-Yeltsin  battle,  for  example.  I 
think  that  the  way  Yeltsin  has  conducted 


himself  shows  you  that  is  not  a  Yeltsin- 
versus-Gorbachev  battle.  I  don’t  think  that 
Boris  Yeltsin  is  sitting  around  thinking  how 
do  we  dump  Gorbachev.  I  think  he  is  prop¬ 
erly  and  with  feeling  expressing  himself  in 
total  support  of  Mr.  Gorbachev. 

Last  one. 

Q.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  oil  prices  shoot  up, 
and  the  markets  have  been  unstable.  Do 
you  think  that  if  the  crisis  should  be  very 
long,  there  could  be  a  threat  to  the  U.S. 
recovery? 

The  President.  It’s  too  hypothetical,  but  I 
think  the  answer  is  no.  But  you  have  to 
define  “long”  in  something  like  that.  But 
any  time  you  have  a  conflagration  of  this 
magnitude,  there  are  going  to  be  some 
speculative  losses.  But  the  underpinning  of 
the  American  economy  is  still  pretty  good, 
and  so  I  wouldn’t  predict  the  kind  of  dele¬ 
terious  effect  that  the  question,  at  least  to 
me,  implies. 

I’m  in  trouble  here.  No,  I’m  out  of  here. 

Q.  Any  hurricane  damage  at  Walker’s 
Point? 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  try  to  reach  Gorba¬ 
chev? 

The  President.  We  might  give  that  an¬ 
other  shot. 

Q.  Will  you  try  to  send  anyone  to  see 
him? 

The  President.  Come  back  tomorrow.  I 
never  knew  what  luxury  you  all  were  living 
in  over  here.  [Laughter] 

Note;  The  Presidents  99th  news  conference 
began  at  10:35  a.m.  at  the  Shawmut  Inn.  In 
the  news  conference,  the  following  persons 
were  referred  to:  President  Carlos  Saul 
Menem  of  Argentina ;  and  Prime  Minister 
Valentin  Pavlov  and  Defense  Minister 
Dmitri  Yazov  of  the  Soviet  Union.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  this  news  conference. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine,  on  the 
Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 
August  21,  1991 


The  President  Well,  I  just  wanted  to 
report  that  at  12:19  p.m.  I  had  a  phone 
conversation  with  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  and 
it  lasted  about,  what,  20  minutes  I  think.  It 
was  a  good  call.  Gorbachev  is  still  in  the 
Crimea.  He  will  return  either  tonight  or 
tomorrow  to  Moscow.  He  tells  me  that 
things  are  under  control.  His  first  call,  I 
believe,  was  with  Boris  Yeltsin. 

He  stated  his  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  others 
around  the  world  for  their  support  for  de¬ 
mocracy  and  reform.  He  sounded  in  good 
physical  condition;  indeed  his  voice  was 
buoyant.  Barbara  was  with  me,  and  we  both 
asked  him  to  convey  our  respects  to  Raisa, 
and  he  very  kindly  made  references  to  his 
friendship  with  Barbara  and  me  on  a  per¬ 
sonal  basis.  But  it  was  good.  It  was  a  good 
talk.  It’s  a  gbod  development. 

Now,  he  will  be  going  back  to  Moscow 
and,  hopefully,  working  with  the  Presidents 
of  the  Republic,  Nazarbayev  and  Kravchuk, 
the  Ukraine  leader,  staying  with  him. 
There’s  a  good  basis  now  for  all  of  this. 

So,  we’ll  see  what  happens,  but  in  his 
view  the  constitutional  authorities  are  back 
in  power,  and  democracy  and  freedom  and 
reform  have  prevailed.  That’s  his  assess¬ 
ment;  I  hope  that  it’s  not  ahead  of  where 
things  stand  in  Moscow.  I  have  not  talked 
again  to  President  Yeltsin,  but  he  believes 
that  Moiseyev  has  ordered  the  forces  back 
to  their  bases.  All  in  all,  it’s  a  very,  very 
positive  development. 

Q.  Did  he  discuss  the  circumstances  sur¬ 
rounding  his  confinement? 

The  President.  No.  No,  he  didn’t,  except 
that  his  guards,  he  did  say,  stayed  very  loyal 
to  him. 

Q.  Does  that  mean  he  was  never  under 
actual  physical  arrest  there? 

The  President.  I  have  no  idea.  I  didn’t  go 
into  all  of  that. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  detail  on  the  “ten- 
plus-one  agreement,”  too?  What’s  the  status 
of  that? 

The  President.  No.  We  just  got  detail  on 


the  fact  that  freedom  and  democracy  have 
prevailed,  and  he’s  expressing  his  sincere 
appreciation  to  us. 

Q.  What  is  the  main  factor  in  the  failure 
of  the  coup? 

Q.  Had  he  talked  to  people  from  the 
coup  that  assured  him  that  the  coup  was 
over?  Have  they  given  him  status  as  Presi¬ 
dent? 

The  President.  I  don’t  know.  I  don’t 
know.  There  are  all  kinds  of  wild  rumors 
about  what’s  happened  to  the  people  in¬ 
volved  in  the  coup,  but  I  don’t  want  to  go 
into  that.  Some  of  them  may  be  accurate, 
and  some  may  not.  But  he  was  anticipating 
some  of  them  coming  to  see  him;  he  said 
that  to  me.  But  whether  that  proves  to  be 
the  case  or  not,  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  What  do  you  consider  the  main  factor 
in  the  failure  of  the  coup? 

Q.  So,  is  he  the  President  again?  What’s 
his  status? 

Q.  - the  coup  is  essentially  over?  This 

morning,  you’re  a  little - 

The  President  He  feels  that  way. 

Q.  And  did  he  say  what  happened  in  the 
last  couple  of  hours  that - 

The  President.  No.  Just  the  fact  that  he 
was  elated,  and  it  sounded  like  for  the  last 
hour  he  was  back  fulfilling  his  duties  and 
calling  the  shots. 

Q.  What  do  you  consider  the  main  factor 
in  the  failure  of  the  coup? 

The  President  The  fact  that  they  under¬ 
estimated  democracy  and  freedom,  and  that 
you  can’t  put  it  back  in  a  box.  These  totali¬ 
tarian  systems,  you  can’t  have  them  come 
out  and  take  over.  You  can’t  put  freedom 
and  democracy  back  into  a  box  and  keep  it 
contained,  and  that’s  what  happened.  And 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  that’s  one  of  the  things 
Gorbachev  said,  and  certainly  Yeltsin  feels 
that  way. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  sui¬ 
cide  of  Yazov? 

The  President.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  know  anything?  Did  he  say 
anything? 
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The  President.  No.  I  talked  to  Jim  Baker 
who  had  talked  to,  who  was  it  Jimmy  had 
talked  to?  Yanayev?  No,  not  Yanayev;  Ya¬ 
kovlev  is  who  we  had  talked  to.  And  Yakov¬ 
lev  had  some  information  on  that.  But  it’s 
all — I  don’t  want  to  repeat  it,  because  I 
don’t  know  whether  it’s  true.  There’s  too 
many  rumors  around  out  there. 

Q.  What  did  Gorbachev  say  about  the  ori¬ 
gins  of  the  coup,  what  the  coup  leaders  are 
trying  to  accomplish? 

The  President.  He  didn’t  say  any  more 
than  I’ve  told  you.  I  really,  Norm  [Norman 
Sandler,  United  Press  International],  have 
given  you  the  main  substance  of  this  talk. 

Q.  He  didn’t  say  what  he  was  told,  or - 

The  President.  We  will  obviously  try  to 
cooperate  with  the  Soviet  Union,  back  in 
constitutional  hands,  and  with  the  Russian 
Republic,  with  respect  for  the  way  Boris 
Yeltsin  has  conducted  himself,  these  other 
Republics  that  apparently  have  stood  firm 
with  the  put-down  of  the  coup  and  stood 
firm  and  loyal  to  the  constitutionally  author¬ 
ized  President,  Gorbachev. 

So,  I  think  it’s  a  very  fine  day.  It’s  been 
an  emotional  day  in  a  sense  with  these — 
being  right  in  the  middle  of  this  history. 
And  I  think  people  know  of  my  respect  for 
Gorbachev,  indeed,  the  way  I  feel  about 
him.  And  I  was  just  delighted  to  hear  that 
he  was  fine,  delighted  that  he  appeared  to 
be  well. 

Q.  Did  you  call  him,  or  did  he  call  you? 

The  President.  Well,  we  placed  the  call. 
It’s  a  little  unclear.  I  think  it  was  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  my  call. 

Q.  Did  President  Gorbachev  say  that  he 
intends  to  have  popular  elections,  Presiden¬ 
tial  elections? 

The  President.  No,  we  didn’t  go  into  any 
details  like  that. 

Q.  Did  you  encourage  him  to  work  with 
Mr.  Yeltsin? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  he  is  working 
with  Mr.  Yeltsin. 

Q.  Does  this  significantly  change  the  U.S.- 
Soviet  relationship? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  a  good  day  for 
U.S.-Soviet  relationship  because  I  don’t 
think  that  the  fear  that  some  of  us  have 
had,  many  people  have  had  actually,  about 
rightwing  takeovers  will  no  longer  be  as 
extant.  They  tried,  and  then  they  failed. 


And  democracy  prevailed,  and  reform  pre¬ 
vailed.  That’s  what  this  is  all  about.  So,  I 
think  that,  I  expect  the  relationship  to  be,  if 
anything,  even  better.  We’ve  got  to  wait. 
We’ve  got  to  sort  out  some  internal  prob¬ 
lems.  But  I  explained  to  him,  as  I’ve  told 
Yeltsin,  that  we’re  ready  to  talk  to  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Republic,  and  certainly  we’ll  be 
ready  to  talk  and  deal  with  the  President  of 
the  Soviet  Union  itself. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  just  now  on  CNN’s  air, 
the  President  of  Georgia  said  that  this  was 
all  a  plot  inspired  by  Gorbachev  himself. 
Now,  whether  that’s  true  or  not,  what  does 
that  say  to  the  state  of  the  interethnic  rival¬ 
ry? 

The  President - say  to  him  he  needs  to 

get  a  little  work  done  on  the  kind  of  state¬ 
ments  he’s  making.  I  mean  that’s  ridiculous. 
There’s  a  man  who  has  been  also  swimming 
against  the  tide,  it  seems  to  me,  a  little  bit. 
And  I  don’t  want  to  go  overboard  on  this, 
but  he  ought  to  get  with  it  and  understand 
what’s  happening  around  the  world. 

Q.  Are  you  saying  that - 

The  President.  To  suggest  that  President 
Gorbachev  would  plot  to  put  the  people  of 
the  Soviet  Union  through  this  kind  of 
trauma  and  the  rest  of  the  world  through  it 
just  makes  absolutely  no  sense  at  all.  Now,  I 
haven’t  heard  him  say  that,  so  I  want  to 
hedge  it.  You’ve  told  me  he  said  it;  I 
haven’t  heard  it.  So,  I’ve  got  to  be  very 
careful  I  don’t  react  to  something  that  may 
not  be  true.  I  learned  that  one  a  long  time 
ago.  But  if  that’s  what  the  man  said,  I  would 
just  discount  it  100  percent. 

So  anyway,  I’ve  got  to  go  to  work.  Rita 
[Rita  Beamish,  Associated  Press]? 

Q.  Are  you  confident,  Mr.  President,  it’s 
definitely  over  then?  You’re  confident  that 
the  coup  leaders - 

The  President.  I’m  just  telling  you  what  I 
know  here.  I  have  not  talked  to  people  in 
Moscow.  I  did  talk  to  Jim  Baker,  and  he’s 
very  upbeat  from  the  contacts  he’s  had.  He 
had  a  long  talk  with  Yakovlev  a  few  min¬ 
utes  ago,  who  is  confident  that  it’s  over.  But 
it’s  not  up  to  us  to  decree  whether  it’s  over 
or  not.  I’m  telling  you  what  these  various 
leaders  are  saying  about  it.  And  it’s  a  good 
day.  It’s  a  very  good  day. 

Q.  Any  word  on  where  the  five  plotters 
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have  turned  up? 

The  President  Well,  no.  Fve  read  the 
same  rumors  you  heard.  But  one  of  them 
turned  up.  But  I  haven’t  heard  about  the 
rest. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  1:15  p.m.  at 
President  Bush’s  home  on  Walker’s  Point 
In  the  exchange ,  the  following  persons  were 
referred  to:  President  Nursultan  A.  Nazar¬ 
bayev  of  Kazakhstan;  Leonid  M.  Kravchuk , 
Chairman  of  the  Ukraine’s  Supreme  Soviet; 


Mikhail  A.  Moiseyev ,  Chief  of  the  General 
Staff  of  the  Soviet  Union;  Defense  Minister 
Dmitri  Yazov  of  the  Soviet  Union ;  Alek¬ 
sandr  Yakovlev ,  former  Politburo  Member 
and  former  close  aide  to  President  Gorba¬ 
chev;  and  President  Zviad  Gamsakhurdia 
of  the  Republic  of  Georgia.  The  “ten-plus- 
one  agreement”  was  a  treaty  of  union  rede¬ 
fining  the  relationship  between  10  Repub¬ 
lics  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  central 
government.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 

August  22,  1991 


The  President.  Were  in  the  middle  of  our 
domestic  briefing  which  will  continue.  We 
interrupted  that  to  get  briefed  by  Secretary 
Baker  who  has  just  returned  from  the  min¬ 
isterial  abroad,  the  NATO  ministerial,  that 
went  very,  very  well.  He  filled  me  in  on  his 
conversations  with  the  Foreign  Minister  of 
the  Soviet  Union  itself  and  of  the  Russian 
Republic;  he  met  with  him,  I  believe.  And 
of  course,  we  are  very  pleased  that  constitu¬ 
tional  government  has  been  restored  there. 

On  the  domestic  side,  as  I  say,  we ’re  half¬ 
way  through  it.  This  is  a  follow-on  to  regu¬ 
larized  domestic  briefings  that  we  hold  in 
the  White  House  with  Director  Darman 
and  Mr.  Roger  Porter  and  our  Chief  of 
Staff;  Andy  Card,  our  deputy.  We  have 
those  regularly,  but  this  was  an  update.  And 
we  talked  about  our  education  program. 
We’re  really  looking  forward  to  the  fall  with 
Congress  out  now,  trying  to  figure  out  how 
best  to  get  congressional  action  on  some  of 
our  programs:  energy,  transportation,  edu¬ 
cation,  the  crime  bill,  many  other  agenda 
items  that  will  be  coming  up  in  the  fall. 

So,  it’s  a  mixed  day  of  both  the  domestic 
agenda  and  the  foreign  policy  agenda 
which  has,  of  course,  been  dominated  by 
events  in  the  Soviet  Union.  And  I  have  not 
talked  to  any  of  the  leaders  today.  I  did  talk 
last  night,  as  I  think  Marlin  may  have  re¬ 
leased,  to  Prime  Minister  Kaifu  of  Japan. 
And  of  course,  Japan  has  very  special  inter¬ 
ests  in  relationship  to  the  Soviet  Union.  And 


he  shared  the  emotion  that  we  all  felt  as  to 
developments  over  there. 

So,  that’s  an  update  for  right  now. 

Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  judge  Gor¬ 
bachev’s  opening  moves  back  in  Moscow? 
He’s  put  Moiseyev,  a  fairly  hard-line  person, 
in  charge  of  the  military. 

The  President.  Well,  he  told  me  when  he 
was  in  the  Crimea  that  he  had  ordered  Moi¬ 
seyev  to  remove  the  forces,  see  that  the 
forces  move  back,  and  I  gather  that  has 
taken  place.  And  it  was  Moiseyev  with 
whom  we  finalized — on  the  military  side, 
through  the  Soviet  Union,  helped  finalize 
the  START  agreement.  But  “who’s  on  first” 
over  there  is  up  to  them.  That’s  not  some¬ 
thing  that  the  United  States  can  say  any 
more  about. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  what  extent  has  Gor¬ 
bachev  himself  been  part  of  the  problem? 
Not  in  the  coup,  necessarily,  but  after  all  he 
did  hand-pick  these  eight  leaders.  And  to 
what  extent  do  you  think  Gorbachev  him¬ 
self  has  been  responsible  for  the  drag  on 
reforms? 

The  President.  I  heard  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  say  that  he  bore  responsibility  for  the 
people  that  he  put  in  and  felt  betrayed  by 
some  of  them.  And  that’s  a  matter — I  think 
that  said  it  all  pretty  well,  Jim  [Jim  Miklas- 
zewski,  NBC  News].  In  terms  of  reforms, 
let’s  keep  everything  in  perspective,  and 
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let’s  recognize  that  not  only  is  Eastern 
Europe  free,  Germany  reunited,  troops 
moving  back  and  all  of  that,  but  that  he 
launched  a  very  ambitious  program  on  per¬ 
estroika  and  on  glasnost.  You  never  would 
have  seen  a  press  conference  today  had  it 
not  been  for  the  initiatives  that  he  took 
early  on. 

Now,  with  some  of  the  harder-liners  on 
the  sidelines,  clearly,  that  perhaps  frees  up 
President  Gorbachev  to  work  very  closely 
with  President  Yeltsin  to  see  that  these  re¬ 
forms  continue.  The  objectives  of  the 
United  States,  of  course,  are  to  see  a 
market-oriented  economy  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  also  to  see  certainly  a  democrat¬ 
ically  held  elections  and  democratic-orient- 
ed  regime  there. 

So,  I  view  the  recent  happenings  as  very 
positive  in  that  regard,  to  further  the  eco¬ 
nomic  reforms.  I  can  tell  you  that  I  made  a 
decision  today  to  lift  the  hold  that  we  have 
had  on  the  various  economic  programs  that 
I  think  will  clearly  benefit  the  Soviet  Union. 
That’s  as  of  now  taken  care  of. 

Q.  Well,  now  that  the  hard-liners,  some  of 
the  hard-liners,  have  been  brushed  aside,  do 
you  look  for  Gorbachev  to  quicken  the  pace 
of  reforms? 

The  President  Well,  I  haven’t  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  discuss  that  with  him.  I  haven’t 
had  an  opportunity  yet  to  discuss  it  with 
any  of  the  Presidents  in  the  Republics.  But 
I  would  like  to  think  that  all  elements  in 
Moscow  and  in  the  various  Parliaments 
would  recognize  that  the  best  way  to  get 
economic  support  from  the  West  is  to  adopt 
a  genuine  and  far-reaching  economic 
reform  program.  That  has  been  on  hold  for 
some  reasons  which  include  a  lack  of  a 
union  treaty. 

So,  that’s  up  to  them.  That’s  up  to  the 
Republics  and  the  center,  but  they’ve  got  to 
get  on  with  a  treaty  so  that  American  entre¬ 
preneurs  know  who  they’re  dealing  with. 
You  can’t  make  a  deal  and  then  wonder 
whether  you  have  to  make  it  with  two 
other  entities.  And  that  kind  of  problem 
would  be  eliminated  if  a  good,  solid  union 
treaty  were  agreed  between  the  Republics 
and  the  center. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  hope  Gor¬ 
bachev  does  now  in  terms  of  independence 
for  the  Baltic  Republics? 


The  President  You  know,  my  position  has 
been,  in  the  first  place,  we  still  don’t  recog¬ 
nize  the  incorporation,  and  the  Baltic  flags 
do  fly  there  in  Washington,  as  you  know. 
But  I’ve  long  felt  that  the  quicker  inde¬ 
pendence  can  be  granted  to  the  Baltics,  the 
better.  And  let’s  hope  that  out  of  this  now 
we  will  see  genuine  negotiations  between 
the  Baltic  States  and  the  center  to  accom¬ 
plish  this  end.  I’ve  talked  to  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  about  this  before.  I’ve  talked  to 
President  Yeltsin  about  it  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  So,  perhaps  recent  events  will  speed 
the  day  when  you  have  an  agreed  path  set 
out  for  independence  of  these  States. 

In  my  view,  that  would  do  more  to  en¬ 
hance  good  will  in  the  United  States  than 
almost  any  other  single  thing  that  could  be 
done. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  this  is 
a  situation  where  Gorbachev  is  going  to  feel 
more  personally  inclined  to  speed  up  the 
pace  of  reform  or  maybe  just  pressured  by 
this  new  kind  of  loose  alliance  that  he’s 
going  to  have  to  forge  with  Yeltsin? 

The  President  Well,  I’ve  always  felt  that 
Gorbachev  was  committed  to  perestroika. 
And  I’ve  always  felt  that  he  was  committed 
to  openness.  So,  what  pace  it  takes  now, 
with  the  removal  of  some  of  the  hardest- 
liners  to  whom  Gorbachev  had  to  pay  some 
attention,  I  can’t  say.  But  I  see  nothing  in 
here  but  good  news  in  terms  of  speeding  up 
the  pace. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  this  be  a  good 
time  for  Mr.  Gorbachev  to  rein  in  the  army 
and  KGB,  put  them  under - 

The  President  I  think  he’s  already  seen 
that  just  taken  place  on  a  factual  basis. 
Those  responsible  for  moving  the  forces — 
Defense  Minister  Yazov  apparently  is  de¬ 
finitively  out  of  the  picture.  Mr.  Gorbachev 
appears  to  have  put  some  trust  in  General 
Moiseyev — Moiseyev,  I  guess  is  the  pronun¬ 
ciation — and  he  is  a  man  that  we’ve  worked 
with.  But  that’s  a  matter  for  Gorbachev  to 
sort  out,  the  center,  as  indeed  Yeltsin  point¬ 
ed  out  yesterday,  I  believe.  But  we  obvious¬ 
ly  will  be  looking  for  a  regime  that  will 
move  forward  with  these  policies  of  diversi¬ 
fication  of  defense  industries. 

We  have  had  an  opportunity  in  the  past 
to  express  our  concern  about  levels  of  de- 
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fense  spending  in  the  Soviet  Union.  And 
clearly  Fd  like  to  see  a  finalization  now  of 
the  START  agreement  which  has  only  some 
details  left,  but  that  was  resisted  up  until 
close  to  the  final  breakthrough  by  some  of 
the  hardest-liners  in  Soviet  defense. 

So,  in  the  whole  defense  area  we’ve  got 
to  wait.  It’s  up  to  them  who  the  head  of 
their  defense  department  is  and  who  will 
be  the  next  Chief  of  Staff.  But  we  will  hold 
back  a  little  on  military-to-military  contacts 
until  we  see  this  sort  out  and  move  briskly 
forward  on  the  agreements  that  we’ve  al¬ 
ready  reached.  And  as  I  say,  on  the  eco¬ 
nomic  front  we  will  go  forward  with  the 
program  that  we  outlined,  a  program  that 
both  Gorbachev  and  Yeltsin  seem  to  feel 
would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Q .  But  nothing  new  on  the  economic 
front? 

The  President  I  don’t  see  anything  new 
right  now  on  that.  We’ll  be  talking  to  our 
European  friends  about  this.  But  we  agreed 
in  London  on  a  certain  path,  and  if  there’s 
something  that  we  could  do  that  might  fur¬ 
ther  enhance  economic  recovery,  we’ll 
always  be  glad  to  take  a  look. 

Middle  East  Peace  Process 

Q.  Sir,  where  do  you  go  from  now  on  the 
Middle  East  issue?  Are  you  in  contact  with 
Mr.  Bessmertnykh?  Is  he  completely  out? 
What  do  you  expect  next? 

The  President  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
talked  to  Mr.  Bessmertnykh.  And  let  me 
just  ask  him  to  comment  in  a  little  more 
detail  here  on  how  he  sees  that  developing. 
But  I  can  tell  you  we  will  do  everything  we 
can  to  see  this  peace  conference  go  for¬ 
ward.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  entire 
world.  And  through  hard  work  by  our  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  and  with  cooperation  of  a  lot 
of  other  entities,  countries  and  entities, 
things  have  moved  far  beyond  where  many 
of  the  severest  cynics  thought  it  would  be. 
And  now  with  this  turmoil  in  the  Soviet 
Union  hopefully  behind  us,  and  with  the 
Soviet  Union  being  important  in  all  of  this,  I 
see  nothing  but  an  improved  chance. 

But  Jim,  Fd  like  you  to  comment  on  the 
next  details  if  you  would. 

Secretary  Baker.  I  did  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  talk  by  telephone  with  Minister  Bess¬ 


mertnykh  when  I  was  in  Brussels,  and  I 
believe  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  be  every 
bit  as  committed  toward  trying  to  create 
jointly  with  us  and  others  an  active  and 
viable  peace  process  in  the  Middle  East  as 
they  were  before.  Some  of  you  may  have 
seen  during  the  course  of  the  coup  where 
certain  sources,  a  very  limited  number  as 
the  President  has  pointed  out,  praised  the 
fact  of  the  coup.  Those  sources  have  shown 
an  uncanny  ability  in  the  past  to  back 
losers,  and  this  is  another  example  of  that. 

We  believe  that  there’s  an  opportunity 
here  for  a  possibility  for  peace.  It’s  an  op¬ 
portunity  that  may  not  come  by  again  for  a 
long  time.  And  we  would  hope  that  all  the 
countries  in  the  region  and  the  sources  and 
entities  would  subscribe  to  that  and  would 
join  with  us  in  seeking  to  promote  peace  in 
the  Middle  East. 

Attempted  Coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  What  about  the  question  about  wheth¬ 
er  Bessmertnykh  is  in  or  out  right  now? 
There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  about  what 
his  role  was,  where  he  was  during  the 
course  of  the  coup  attempt - 

Secretary  Baker.  When  I  spoke  to  him 
yesterday  on  the  telephone,  he  was  the  For¬ 
eign  Minister  of  the  Soviet  Union.  And  pick¬ 
ing  up  on  what  the  President  just  said,  the 
designation  of  their  Cabinet  officials  is 
really  a  matter  for  them  to  determine. 
Having  said  that,  I  think  it’s  our  view  that 
what  has  happened  might  well  provide  us 
with  the  opportunity  to  pursue  an  expand¬ 
ed  agenda  with  the  Soviet  Union,  an  ex¬ 
panded  agenda  centered  on  reform. 

Q.  But  Mr.  President,  isn’t  there  some 
concern,  I  mean,  there  is  some  confusion  or 
some  uncertainty  about  what  Bessmert¬ 
nykh’s  role  was.  For  example,  he  disap¬ 
peared,  and  it  was  announced  that  he  was 
going  to  be  sick  for  2  days. 

The  President  There’s  a  lot  less  confusion 
than  there  was  2  days  ago,  isn’t  there? 

Q.  But  it  was  announced  that  he  was 
going  to  be  sick  for  2  days,  and  then  he 
showed  up  a  day  later,  once  the  coup  was 
over. 

The  President.  Well,  let  them  sort  that 
out.  Does  that  come  under  the  direct  head¬ 
ing  of  the  United  States  of  America?  Here’s 
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a  man  that  was  constructive  in  the  peace 
process.  Here’s  a  man  that  worked  side  by 
side  with  the  Secretary  of  State  to  get  some¬ 
thing  done.  Now  let  them  figure  out  if 
that’s  who  they  want  to  continue  there.  But 
we  will  deal  with  the  Foreign  Minister  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  and  it’s  not  for  us  to 
second-guess  what  happened  in  a  complex 
situation.  All  I’m  saying  is:  Things  are  an 
awful  lot  better  today  than  when  we  were 
standing  here,  what  was  it,  48  hours  ago. 

Q.  To  clarify,  the  U.S.  doesn’t  have  any 
indication - 

Q.  Don’t  you  have  to  approach  the  Soviet 
Union,  though,  for  at  least  a  brief  period  of 
time  with  a  little  more  caution?  Don’t  you 
have  to  figure  out  who  it  is  you’re  dealing 
with  and  talking  with? 

The  President  I  said  that,  I  think.  Yes, 
Jim.  But  I  don’t  think  that  means  that — 
what  I  want  to  do  is  give  instant  support  for 
the  change  that’s  taken  place.  And  one  way 
to  do  it  is  to  lift  the  economic  hold  that 
we’ve  had  on  a  program  that  I  think  would 
benefit  the  recovery.  I’m  perfectly  pre¬ 
pared,  and  I  think  the  American  people 
want  to  go  forward.  But  absolutely,  we 
don’t  know  exactly  how  all  this  is  going  to 
sort  out  and  who  is  going  to  be  on  first  or 
who’s  going  to  be  on  second  when  it  comes 
to  staffing  the  bureaucracy  inside  the  Soviet 
Union. 

But  again,  that  doesn’t  exactly  come 
under  the  heading  of  our  business.  I  would 
be  a  little  resentful  if  somebody  told  me 
who  I  ought  to  have  in  my  Cabinet  from 
Moscow.  And  I  think  they’ll  sort  that  out. 
There’s  great  pressures  now  between  the 
center  and  between  the  Republics.  And 
there’s  also  a  great  accommodation  be¬ 
tween  the  center  and  the  Republics.  And 
so,  let’s  just  see  how  it  works  out  and  not 
try  to  put  this  on  a  personal  basis  as  to  who 
ought  to  be  where.  That’s  their  business. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  hasn’t  Gorbachev’s  per¬ 
sonal  stature  been  permanently  weakened 
by  this?  And  can  he  rule  now  without  the 
fear  of  another  coup  from  some  direction? 

The  President  I  wouldn’t  say  that  his  stat¬ 
ure  has  been  weakened  by  it.  Here’s  a  man 
who  stood  by  his  desire  for  reform  and  de¬ 
mocracy.  And  he  was  seized  and  put  under 
house  arrest.  And  to  say  that  that  is  a  weak¬ 
ening  performance,  I  don’t  know. 


Now,  if  you  ask  me  has  Boris  Yeltsin’s 
stature  been  enhanced,  the  answer  is  clear¬ 
ly  yes.  But  this  jumping  on  Gorbachev,  who 
was  taken  and  held  under  house  arrest  with 
his  wife  and  grandchild,  I’m  simply  not 
going  to  be  a  part  of  that  nor  a  part  of 
second-guessing  all  that.  They’ve  got  proce¬ 
dures  there  that  they’ve  now  put  into  effect 
in  terms  of  investigating  all  of  this.  What 
business,  what  possible  good  could  come 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
trying  to  sort  all  that  out?  Let  the  system 
sort  it  out.  All  I  know  is  that  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  reform,  he  had  the  support  of 
Yeltsin,  and  he  had  the  support  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  and  every  other 
leader  around  except  Iraq,  Cuba,  and 
Libya.  And  that’s  good  enough  for  me. 
We’re  on  the  right  side  of  that  one. 

Q.  He’ll  still  have  to  rule  with  the  threat 
of  a  coup  over  his  head,  another  coup,  pos¬ 
sibly. 

The  President  Well,  you  must  know  more 
about  this  than  I  do.  I  just  don’t  see  the 
threat  of  another  coup,  but  there  might  be 
one.  I  don’t  know.  But  I’d  love  to  know 
what  any  observer  would  base  that  com¬ 
ment  on  right  today. 

Q.  How  can  you  go  forward  in  your  rela¬ 
tion  with  the  Soviet  Union  without  choosing 
between  Mr.  Yeltsin  and  Gorbachev? 

The  President  We’ve  done  it  pretty  well 
so  far,  haven’t  we? 

Q.  Would  it  be  helpful  to  have  another 
meeting  with  Gorbachev  in  the  near  future 
to  discuss  accelerating  the  pace  of  reform? 

The  President  We’ll  probably  be  discuss¬ 
ing  Soviet  Union  matters  with  him.  No 
question  about  it.  But  whether — is  your 
question  a  head-on-head  meeting? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  know.  There’s 
no  plans  for  such  a  meeting.  And  I  think 
they’ve  got  some  matters  in  the  wake  of 
this,  which  we’ve  been  fencing  around 
about  here,  to  sort  out  themselves.  But  I’m 
available.  Look,  this  relationship  is  very, 
very  important.  And  all  I  can  say  is:  Isn’t 
the  world  an  awful  lot  better  off  today  than 
it  was  48  hours  ago?  And  the  answer  to  that 
one  is:  Absolutely,  yes. 

Now,  I  can  understand  you  all  wanting  to 
get  out  ahead  of  the  power  curve  and  try  to 
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have  me  committed  as  to  who  should  be 
Secretary  of  Interior  or  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  over  there,  Minister  of  whatever  is, 
and  I’m  not  going  to  get  into  that  business. 
What  I  am  going  to  do  is  say  both  Yeltsin 
and  Gorbachev  are  committed  to  reform,  to 
democracy,  and  to  openness,  and  this  is 
very  good.  And  there  are  some  tensions, 
there  are  some  dynamics  between  the 
Union  and  the  center,  but  they’ll  sort  that 
out. 

And  I  think  it  will  be  sorted  out  without 
the  threat,  now,  of  another  rightwing  take¬ 
over.  And  the  reason  I  say  that — some  sug¬ 
gesting  another  coup  here — the  reason  I  say 
that  is  the  message  of  democracy  was  so 
clear.  The  strength  of  the  people  was  so 
clear  and  visible  in  this  one  that  I  think 
anybody  attempting  another  coup  from  the 
right  would  have  to  be  out  of  their  minds  to 
take  on  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
who  clearly,  in  spite  of  economic  problems, 
want  to  see  democracy  prevail. 

That’s  what  it  was  about.  That’s  what  the 
message  was  about.  That’s  what  the  survival 
of  Gorbachev  was  about.  That’s  what  the 
strength  of  Yeltsin  was  about  in  demanding 
the  return  of  Gorbachev.  And  I  think  the 
American  people  understand  this  probably 
a  lot  more  clearly  than  any  people  around 
the  world. 

I’m  going  to  take  this  last  question,  and 
then  I’m  shutting  this  thing  down.  I’m  up 
here  on  a  vacation  now,  and  you’re  going  to 
see  me  vacating  a  lot  more.  You’ve  had  me 
in  here  too  much  lately,  and  I  apologize  for 
abusing  your  hospitality. 

Q.  You’ve  often  said  that  the  stability  of 
the  Soviet  Union  is  in  the  best  national  in¬ 
terest  of  the  United  States.  But  as  a  result  of 
this  failed  coup  attempt,  won’t  some  of  the 
Republics  and  the  Baltic  States  be  embol¬ 
dened  to  perhaps  rise  up  against  the  central 
government?  Won’t  that  create  still  further 
instability? 

The  President  Well,  again,  I  don’t  know 
that,  say,  “still  further.”  If  you  mean  still 
further  than  a  coup  where  you  had  tanks 
rolling  down  toward  the  Russian  Parliament 


building,  no,  I  don’t  think  so.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  what  I  see  is  an  opportunity,  an 
opportunity  to  accelerate  the  talks  that 
would  lead  to  independence. 

The  position  of  the  United  States  is  clear 
on  all  of  this.  And  there  have  been  some 
reasons,  some  of  which  have  now  been 
gotten  out  of  the  way,  that  this  process  has 
gone  much  slower  than  I  want;  I  think 
slower  than  Gorbachev  might  want,  but 
clearly  slower  than  Yeltsin  wants.  But  I 
hope  we’re  not  looking  at  some  confronta¬ 
tion  on  this.  What  I  hope  we’re  looking  at  is 
more  rapid  negotiations  that  lead  to  the  full 
independence  that  we  would  like  to  see  for 
the  Baltic  States. 

Q.  So,  the  central  government’s  seen  the 
light  as  a  result  of  this? 

The  President .  I  think  some  of  the  people 
that  saw  the  darkness  are  no  longer  around. 
And  I  think  that’s,  I  would  hope  that  that’s 
the  case.  But  again,  I  can’t  assure  you  of 
that.  We  just  don’t  have  enough  informa¬ 
tion  on  that  at  this  point.  But  clearly,  some 
of  the  hardest-line  obstructionists  are  no 
longer  in  the  picture.  And  so  I’d  say,  to  the 
degree  any  of  that  underbrush  has  been  re¬ 
moved,  it  makes  it  better  and  makes  it  clear 
that  the  people’s  drive  for  self-determina¬ 
tion  can’t  really  be  stopped.  So,  I  hope  they 
will  use  now  the  process  of  accelerated  ne¬ 
gotiation  to  get  on  with  this.  This  is  the 
position  of  the  United  States,  and  it’s  not 
going  to  change. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  2:05  p.m .  at 
President  Bush's  home  on  Walker's  Point. 
In  the  exchange,  the  following  persons  were 
referred  to:  Foreign  Minister  Aleksandr 
Bessmertnykh  of  the  Soviet  Union ;  Foreign 
Minister  Andrei  Kozyrev  of  Russia ;  Roger 
B.  Porter,  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  and  Domestic  Policy ;  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
this  exchange. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Reduction  of 
Bolivia’s  Debt  to  the  United  States 
August  22,  1991 


We  have  entered  into  agreements  with 
Bolivia  to  reduce  substantially  Bolivia’s  debt 
to  the  United  States.  Reduction  of  Bolivia’s 
food  assistance  debt  is  a  major  step  forward 
in  realizing  the  goals  of  the  Enterprise  for 
the  Americas  Initiative  (EAI),  a  program 
which  the  United  States  proposed  on  June 
27,  1990,  to  promote  increased  trade,  in¬ 
vestment,  and  growth  throughout  the  hemi¬ 
sphere. 

Bolivia’s  far-reaching  steps  to  reform  its 
economy,  including  measures  to  open  its  in¬ 
vestment  regime,  qualify  Bolivia  for  debt 
reduction  under  the  EAI.  Bolivia  is  receiv¬ 
ing  a  very  substantial  reduction  of  its  bilat¬ 
eral  debt  owed  to  the  United  States.  Under 
legislation  enacted  by  Congress  last  year, 
the  United  States  is  reducing  Bolivia’s  P.L. 
480  debt  by  80  percent,  from  approximate¬ 
ly  $38  million  to  approximately  $7.7  mil¬ 
lion. 


Under  separate  legal  authority  to  assist 
the  relatively  least  developed  countries,  the 
United  States  will  eliminate  Bolivia’s  $341 
million  debt  owed  to  the  U.S.  Agency  for 
International  Development,  the  first  time 
such  relief  has  been  provided  outside  of 
sub-Saharan  Africa. 

These  understandings  will  help  pave  the 
way  for  significant  additional  funds  for  envi¬ 
ronmental  projects  in  Bolivia.  In  particular, 
the  United  States  welcomes  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  Bolivia  to  provide  $20  million  in 
local  currency  over  10  years  to  support  en¬ 
vironmental  activities. 

The  administration  applauds  this  impor¬ 
tant  step  to  reduce  Bolivia’s  debt  and  pro¬ 
vide  support  for  the  environment  and  looks 
forward  to  continuing  to  work  with  Bolivia 
and  other  countries  in  the  region  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  goals  of  the  Enterprise  for  the 
Americas  Initiative. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz  water  on  the  Reduction  of 
Jamaica’s  Debt  to  the  United  States 
August  23,  1991 


Today  the  United  States  and  Jamaica  en¬ 
tered  into  an  agreement  to  reduce  substan¬ 
tially  Jamaica’s  food  assistance  debt  to  the 
United  States.  Under  legislation  enacted  by 
Congress  last  year,  the  United  States  is  re¬ 
ducing  Jamaica’s  P.L.  480  debt  by  80  per¬ 
cent,  from  approximately  $271  million  to 
approximately  $54.2  million. 

Jamaica  is  implementing  a  wide  range  of 
reforms  aimed  at  building  a  strong  market- 
oriented  economy.  These  initiatives,  includ¬ 
ing  measures  to  make  the  economy  more 
attractive  to  investors,  qualify  Jamaica  for 
debt  reduction  under  the  EAI. 


The  agreement  represents  a  major  step 
forward  in  realizing  the  goals  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative 
(EAI),  a  program  designed  to  promote  in¬ 
creased  trade,  investment,  and  growth 
throughout  the  hemisphere.  It  also  paves 
the  way  for  an  environmental  framework 
agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Jamaica.  Under  this  agreement,  Jamaica  will 
be  permitted  to  make  interest  payments  on 
the  new  reduced  debt  in  local  currency 
paid  into  an  environmental  fund  established 
in  Jamaica. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Resignation  of 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  as  General  Secretary  of  the  Soviet  Union 
Communist  Party 
August  24,  1991 


It  has  been  announced  that  President 
Gorbachev  has  resigned  as  General  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Communist  Party  and  has  re¬ 
quested  that  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Party  disband.  We  welcome  this  news  as 
another  step  forward  in  the  reform  process. 

Today  Ambassador  Strauss  attended  the 
funeral  of  those  killed  defending  against  the 
attempted  coup  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
Ambassador  read  a  Presidential  message  to 
the  mourners  at  the  funeral.  Afterwards,  he 
presented  his  credentials  to  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  at  the  Kremlin  and  had  a  one-hour 
meeting  with  him.  Later  in  the  day,  Ambas¬ 


sador  Strauss  had  a  40-minute  meeting  with 
Russian  Republic  President  Yeltsin.  He  ex¬ 
pects  to  continue  his  meetings  with  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  political  figures  in  Moscow. 

The  G-7  will  convene  in  London  on 
August  29,  1991,  at  the  sherpa  level.  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Economic  Affairs 
Robert  Zoellick  will  represent  the  United 
States. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  Robert  S. 
Strauss ,  US.  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 


Message  Honoring  Civilians  Killed 
the  Soviet  Union 
August  24,  1991 

A  great  American,  Patrick  Henry,  more 
than  200  years  ago  said:  “Give  me  liberty  or 
give  me  death/’  In  the  years  since  then, 
many  Americans  have  faced  that  choice  and 
have  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  defense 
of  freedom  and  democracy.  The  justice  of 
the  cause  does  not  make  the  loss  of  brave 
men  and  women  any  easier  to  bear. 

The  American  people  during  this  past 
week  shared  the  shock  of  the  Russian 
people  at  the  attack  on  their  liberties, 
watched  with  admiration  their  defense  of 
their  “White  House”  and  all  it  symbolized, 
and  shared  their  joy  at  the  collapse  of  the 


During  the  Attempted  Coup  in 


effort  to  reimpose  tyranny.  Today,  we  share 
your  sorrow  at  the  price  these  brave  souls 
paid  in  the  just  cause  for  which  they  and 
you  fought.  They  did  not  die  in  vain.  May 
the  memory  of  them  remain  bright  and  the 
democracy  for  which  they  gave  their  lives 
flourish  among  you. 

Note:  Robert  S.  Strauss ,  US.  Ambassador  to 
the  Soviet  Union ,  read  this  Presidential 
message  at  the  August  24  funeral  of  three 
civilians  killed  in  Moscow  during  the  at¬ 
tempted  coup. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Prime  Minister  Brian 
Mulroney  of  Canada  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
August  26,  1991 

The  President.  Let  me  just  make  a  couple  pleasure  it  was  for  the  Bush  family  to  have 
of  opening  comments.  First,  to  say  what  a  the  Mulroneys  here.  Particularly  at  this 
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time,  it  was  important  that  I  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  consult  with  Canada’s  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  It  seems  coincidental  that  it  was  a 
year  ago  that  we  were  consulting,  and  I 
value  his  judgment  now  as  I  did  then.  A 
year  ago  we  were  talking  about  how  to 
repel  aggression,  and  today  were  talking 
about  exciting  changes  in  the  Soviet  Union 
that  will  benefit  everybody,  in  my  view. 

So  once  again,  I  have  at  my  side  here 
today  a  man  that  I  trust,  a  man  whose  judg¬ 
ment  I  value.  And  these  consultations  were 
in  the  best  tradition  of  diplomacy.  We 
talked  about  a  number  of  issues,  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  status  of  the  Baltics.  And  we  also 
talked  about  economic  aid.  We’re  having  a 
sherpa  meeting,  we’re  having  a  deputy  and 
finance  ministers  meetings  taking  place  in 
the  next  couple  of  days,  and  they’ll  be  very 
interesting.  We’ll  get  a  little  more  informa¬ 
tion  from  them.  I  wouldn’t  look  for  major 
decisions,  from  the  U.S.  side  anyway, 
coming  out  of  those  meetings. 

I  talked  this  morning,  as  did  the  Prime 
Minister,  with  Chancellor  Kohl,  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Kaifu,  Antall  of  Hungary.  We’re  in 
close  agreement  on  most  issues  regarding 
the  change.  During  the  week  I’m  going  to 
have  more  discussions  with  other  world 
leaders. 

And  the  Baltic  situation  has  been  very 
important.  I  think  everybody  knows  the 
U.S.  position  about  wanting  full  and  total 
independence.  There  are  still  some  matters 
that  they  themselves  have  to  hammer  out. 
I’ll  let  the  Canadian  Prime  Minister  obvi¬ 
ously  speak  for  himself,  but  we’re  moving 
very,  very  close  to  recognition.  There  are 
some  questions  about  what  do  you  recog¬ 
nize.  There  are  some  border  questions  that 
are  important.  And  of  course  I’m  anxious  to 
hear,  as  I  said,  I  think  yesterday,  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  meetings  in  the  Supreme 
Soviet. 

On  the  economic  side,  we  had  a  far- 
reaching  discussion.  We  agreed  that  this  is 
an  issue  that  the  industrial  democracies 
need  to  review  carefully.  For  the  U.S.  side, 
I  can  tell  you  that  I’ve  seen  nothing  to 
make  me  change  my  mind  about  the  agree¬ 
ment  we  collectively  took  at  London  in  the 
G-7  there:  a  determination  to  help  the 
Soviet  Union,  but  a  recognition  that  reform 
had  to  take  place.  And  there’s  a  little  bit  of 


uncertainty  now,  and  they  themselves  need 
to  sort  that  out  so  that  when  you  have  a 
contract,  you  know  who  it’s  with;  when  you 
have  a  deal,  you  know  that  it’s  going  to  be 
fulfilled.  But  the  change  has  been  so  trau¬ 
matic,  we  can’t  expect  all  that  to  be  ironed 
out  overnight;  but  nevertheless,  again, 
moving  in  the  right  direction. 

We’ll  stand  ready  to  assist  when  we  can. 
But  speaking  for  the  United  States,  there 
will  be  nothing  out  of  the  sherpa  meeting 
that  will  commit  us  to  the  writing  of  checks, 
as  I’ve  referred  to  it.  I  am  making  available 
today,  announcing  the  availability  of  this 
$315  million  of  the  second  tranche  of  the 
agricultural  credits  to  the  Soviet  Union.  I 
believe  the  Prime  Minister  will  have  more 
to  say  on  that  subject. 

So,  events  are  moving  rapidly;  they’re 
going  in  the  direction  of  freedom  and  de¬ 
mocracy.  I  remain  optimistic  that  these 
enormous  changes  can  be  handled  without 
disorder,  without  the  anarchy  that  we  hear 
some  on  the  television  talking  about.  But 
it’s  traumatic  change.  And  sometimes  it’s 
better  to  let  your  views  be  known  to  the 
Soviet  leaders  as  to  how  we  want  things  to 
resolve,  and  then  let  them  sort  out  some  of 
the  details.  As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  that 
can  apply  to  the  Baltics;  it  can  apply  to 
other  things  as  well. 

But  anyway,  Brian,  you’re  so  welcome. 
And  I  once  again  thank  you  for  your  advice 
and  counsel  which  I  do  value. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  I  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  for  an¬ 
other  full  review  of  pretty  extraordinary 
and  welcome  events.  As  a  result  of  some  of 
these  developments,  Canada  moved  this 
morning  to  begin  the  process  of  establishing 
full  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Baltic 
States  and  all  of  the  agreements  that  would 
necessarily  follow  from  that  decision. 

I  have  instructed  the  Minister  for  Inter¬ 
national  Trade  and  the  Minister  for  Indus¬ 
try,  Science  and  Technology,  who  was  for¬ 
merly  the  Minister  of  Finance  for  Canada, 
Michael  Wilson,  to  meet  in  the  very  near 
future  with  the  representatives  of  the  Baltic 
Republics  and  then  to  go  on  to  Kiev  where 
in  the  near  future  we  hope  to  open  a  con¬ 
sulate  general  that  has  already  been  an¬ 
nounced. 
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There  are  fundamental  economic  chal¬ 
lenges  that  remain,  and  these  are  matters 
first  and  foremost  for  the  new  leadership  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  accelerated  pace  of 
reform  will,  as  the  President  and  I  and 
others  have  indicated  in  London,  the  accel¬ 
erated  pace  of  reform  will  be  met  by  accel¬ 
erated  commitments  of  various  kinds  by  the 
G-7  leaders,  including  the  Government  of 
Canada. 

In  fact,  earlier  today  on  the  specific  prob¬ 
lem  of  what  a  difficult  autumn  or  a  winter 
might  bring  in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  given 
the  extraordinary  productive  capacities  in 
the  agricultural  sector  of  both  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  the  President  and  I 
agreed  today  to  support  very  actively  initia¬ 
tives  for  food  aid  to  ensure  that  basic  needs 
are  met  in  the  Soviet  Union  throughout 
what  is  clearly  a  difficult  and  challenging 
period. 

And  I  thank  the  President  for  his  hospi¬ 
tality.  The  Mulroneys  always  have  a  great 
time  here.  Not  always  successful  with  the 
fish,  but  we  enjoy  it  a  great  deal.  And  I 
thank  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Canada  is  only  the  latest  in  the  grow¬ 
ing  list  of  countries  that  have  extended  full 
diplomatic  recognition  to  the  Baltics.  Why 
is  it  that  they’re  able  to  do  this  but  the 
United  States  continues  to  lag  back? 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  certain 
special  responsibilities.  We’ve  made  very 
clear  our  conviction  that  the  Baltics  will  be 
independent;  I  feel  more  confident  of  that 
than  ever.  From  the  United  States  stand¬ 
point,  I  d  like  to  know  a  little  bit  more 
about  what’s  coming  out  of  the  EC  tomor¬ 
row,  what’s  coming  out  of  the  Soviet  Parlia¬ 
ment  meeting.  But  also,  I  want  to  know  a 
little  more  about  controlling  one’s  own  ter¬ 
ritory  and  what  you’re  recognizing.  I  mean, 
there  are  some  difficulties  there.  Lithuania 
today,  for  example,  is  different  than  the 
Lithuania  that  had  its  freedom  and  that  was 
recognized  by  us. 

So,  we  need  a  little  more  information,  but 
we’re  moving  very  fast.  And  I  feel  very 
comfortable  with  what  other  countries  are 
doing.  I  think  we  ve  already  stated  our  con¬ 
viction  that  not  only  will  they  be  free  but 
they’ll  be  independent.  And  I’d  just  like  to 


see  a  little  bit  more,  a  few  more  cards  on 
the  table  before  we  take  another  step.  I 
may  have  more  to  say  about  this  after  the 
Prime  Minister’s  visit.  They  may  do  some¬ 
thing  in  the  EC  tomorrow,  but  I’m  anxious 
to  talk  to  him.  And  I  do  think  that  others 
recognize  that  we  have  perhaps  different 
responsibilities  than  other  countries  around 
the  world  in  a  matter  of  this  gravity  and  in 
a  matter  of  dealing  with  the  Soviet  Union 
generally.  I  hope  we’ve  handled  it  properly, 
and  I’m  confident  that  we  will  be  there 
when  needed  on  this  question. 

Q.  Could  you  explain  to  us  why  today, 
not  yesterday  or  tomorrow?  What  is  it  that 
you  see  in  the  Baltics  that  President  Bush 
doesn’t  see? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Well,  I  think  the 
President  has  just  explained  the  special  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
world  and  he  sees  them.  You  say,  “Why 
now,  or  why  yesterday?”  In  fact,  it  was  yes¬ 
terday  that  I  decided  to  do  this  with  my 
colleagues,  but  we  decided  to  wait  until  this 
morning  to  see  what  President  Gorbachev 
might  say  that  could  impact  on  that  deci¬ 
sion.  Nothing  changed,  and  therefore  it’s  a 
value  judgment  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
his  colleagues  to  go  ahead  and  recognize 
the  complete  independence  of  the  Baltic 
States.  And  that’s  what  we  have  done. 

Q.  But  are  you  more  optimistic  than  Mr. 
Bush? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Bush  has  just  ex¬ 
plained  his  own  optimism  and  the  consist¬ 
ency  of  his  own  position.  Canada  and  the 
United  States  never  recognized  the  incorpo¬ 
ration  of  the  Baltic  States  into  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  first  place.  Canada  and  the 
United  States  have  said  from  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  that  the  whole  thing  was  illegal.  So, 
we’ve  been  fully  consistent  for  over  50 
years  now,  and  this  is  just  a  question  of 
Canada  having  decided  that  now  is  the  time 
as  far  as  we’re  concerned,  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  for  reasons  that  he’s  just  explained, 
conveying  his  own  view. 

Q.  Can  I  ask  a  question  of  both  of  you, 
Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Prime  Minister? 
What  about  those  Republics  within  the 
Soviet  Union  which  are  now  declaring  their 
independence?  Will  you  ever  recognize 
Ukraine  and  other  Republics  on  that  ques- 
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tion? 

The  President  That’s  another  question. 
We’ve  got  to  wait  and  see.  We’ve  opened  a 
consulate  general  in  Ukraine.  This  is 
moving  very,  very  fast.  Certainly,  the  aspi¬ 
rations  of  people  for  freedom  and  inde¬ 
pendence  is  something  that  the  United 
States  has  long  been  identified  with.  But  as 
each  one  of  these  Republics  declares  its  in¬ 
dependence,  and  you  have  Byelorussia 
doing  that,  we  want  to  see  what  we’re  talk¬ 
ing  about  in  terms  of  order,  what  we’re 
talking  about  in  terms  of  how  this  freedom 
evolves.  I’m  confident  that  this  move  for 
freedom  and  move  for  independence  is  in¬ 
exorable.  I  believe  it’s  just  going  to  contin¬ 
ue.  But  it  has  effects  on  other  countries;  it 
has  effects  on  Yugoslavia,  for  example.  And 
so,  I  want  to  see  the  big  picture.  I  %ant  to 
see  that  we  know  a  little  bit  more  on  all  of 
these  before  we  try  to  send  ambassadors  to 
different  places. 

q  - the  Soviet  Union  inexorable? 

The  President  I  don’t  know  whether  it’s  a 
breakup  or  not.  How  they  decide  on  their 
own  to  affiliate  with  the  center  in  terms  of 
federation,  that’s  murky  still.  It’s  not  clear. 
So,  what  the  United  States  is  trying  to  do  is 
do  what  we  can  to  encourage — and  certain¬ 
ly  in  the  case  of  the  Baltics — independence, 
do  what  we  can  in  terms  of  other  states  to 
stand  for  their  self-determination.  I  don’t 
want  to  be  a  part  of  making  a  mistake  that 
might  contribute  to  some  kind  of  anarchy 
inside  the  Soviet  Union. 

I  don’t  see  that  we  could  do  that,  but  I 
want  to  be  darned  sure  we  don’t.  These 
developments  are  happening  very,  very 
fast.  I’ve  sent  instructions  through  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  to  our  sherpas;  I’ve  sent  in¬ 
structions  through  the  Deputy  Finance 
Minister  to — that  are  going  to  be  meeting, 
through  Secretary  Brady:  Listen,  compare 
facts,  get  as  much  information  as  we  can. 
But  the  United  States  is  not  going  to  pre¬ 
cipitously  commit  to  various  things  until  we 
know  a  little  more  about  what’s  happening. 

I  think  that’s  a  good  thing  to  do,  and  I’m 
going  to  continue  that  policy,  And  under 
that  policy,  I  am  very  pleased  that  things 
have  been  moving  very,  very  well,  thank 
you. 

The  Prime  Minister.  The  United  States 
and  Canada  stand  for  freedom  and  liberty; 


that’s  been  our  whole  existence.  In  the  case 
of  the  Ukraine,  to  indicate  the  differences 
that  do  exist  within  their  own  constitutional 
apparatus,  they’ve  already  given  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  what  they’d  like  to  do  subject  to  a 
referendum  later  on  this  year.  And  obvious¬ 
ly,  we  will  respect  the  freely  expressed 
wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Ukraine. 

The  President.  I’ll  take  this  one;  then  you 
take  this  one.  How’s  that  for  a  deal? 

Q.  I’m  sorry,  I  didn’t  understand  you. 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  There’s  a  lot  I  don’t  under¬ 
stand,  but  you  go  ahead,  Jim  [Jim  Miklas- 
zewski,  NBC  News]. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  events  of  the  last 
week  either  mark  the  death  or  the  impend¬ 
ing  death  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the 
Soviet  Union?  And  after  the  U.S.,  after 
Americans  have  spent  so  much  time, 
money,  and  effort  in  their  struggle  against 
that  system,  shouldn’t  Americans  take  some 
kind  of  satisfaction  in  what’s  going  on  there 
this  week? 

The  President.  The  answer  is  yes  and  yes. 
Yes,  it  clearly  is  the  death  knell  for  the 
Communist  movement  around  the  world. 
There’s  only  a  handful  of  people  that  stick 
out  like  a  sore  thumb.  I  think  of  one  down 
there  in  Cuba  right  now  that  must  be 
sweating  because  you  can’t  stop,  as  I  said 
earlier  on  right  here,  this  quest  for  free¬ 
dom. 

What  was  the  second  part?  The  answer 
was  yes,  but  give  me  the  question. 

Q.  Should  Americans  be  taking  satisfac¬ 
tion — 

The  President.  Of  course  we  should.  Of 
course  we  should.  And  so  should  Canadians 
and  everybody  that  has  stood  for  freedom 
for  so  long.  I  think  back,  and  Brian  and  I 
were  talking  about  this,  the  days  when  we 
talked  about  the  cold  war  and  what  it 
meant,  and  the  fear  of  aggression,  and  what 
we  saw  and  hated  in  Hungary.  Those  days 
are  gone  now.  And  so,  the  American  people 
should  take  great  pleasure  that  regardless  of 
politics,  Democrat,  Republican,  whatever  it 
was,  they  have  always  stood  against  the  to¬ 
talitarianism  and  the  toughness  of  those  re¬ 
gimes  and  for  exactly  what’s  happening:  in¬ 
dependence,  self-determination,  democracy, 
freedom,  moving  now — not  there  yet — 
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moving  toward  market  economies. 

I  don’t  know  whether  you  want  to  add  to 
that  one  or  not,  and  then  you  have  this - 

[At  this  point ,  a  question  was  asked  and 
answered  in  French ,  and  a  translation  was 
not  provided.] 

The  President.  We  identified  this  lady.  Is 
it  for  me  or  for  the  Prime  Minister? 

[At  this  point ,  a  question  was  asked  and 
answered  in  French ,  and  a  translation  was 
not  provided.  ] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  President  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  Mr.  Gorbachev,  was  in  front 
of  his  Parliament  today  still  talking  about 
the  union  treaty  which  by  all  accounts 
seems  to  be  obsolete,  given  especially  what 
the  Ukraine  did.  I  wonder  if  you  and  your 
advisers  still  have  any  concerns  that  Mr. 
Gorbachev  might  not  be  getting  the  mes¬ 
sage? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  about 
getting  the  message.  I  haven’t  heard  the 
results  of  what  went  on  at  that  meeting.  We 
heard  a  little  bit  of  it.  But  my  view  is,  let’s 
see.  I  mean,  they’ve  got  a  democratic  proc¬ 
ess  going  on  there  now.  We’ve  heard  from 
the  Russian  Supreme— Russian  Parliament, 
if  you  want.  I’d  prefer  now  to  call  it  a  Par¬ 
liament.  Same  thing  for  the  Soviets.  So,  let’s 
see  how  it  sorts  out. 

Some  want  to  stay  affiliated  with  the 
center.  To  do  that,  if  they’re  going  to  get 
aid  from  the  West,  they’re  going  to  have  to 
have  some  agreement,  a  treaty,  some  un¬ 
derstanding  so  people  know  who  they’re 
dealing  with.  One  of  the  things  that  they 
need  is  a  deal  on  energy.  Canadian  inter¬ 
ests,  United  States  interests  stand  ready  to 
help.  But  you  can’t  have  it  if  you  have  25 
different  guys  going  off  in  different  direc¬ 
tions  when  it  comes  to  making  a  contract. 

There  would  be  a  benefit  to  them  to 
hammer  out  these  details  in  a  treaty,  so  an 
entrepreneur  from  Canada  or  from  the 
United  States  could  go  in  and  say,  “Okay, 
now  we  know  who  to  deal  with.”  So,  there 
are  some  very  practical  reasons  why  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  center  and  the  Republics 
are  very  important  to  their  economic  recov¬ 
ery. 

Now,  for  those  entities  that  say  they  want 
total  independence — and  they’ve  got  to  sort 


out  how  they’re  going  to  handle  their  eco¬ 
nomic  relationships  with  Russia,  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  with  the  West.  There  are 
some  very  complicated  formulae  that  have 
to  be  evolved  here.  There’s  very  complicat¬ 
ed  situations  because  of  the  dependence  at 
this  moment  in  history  of  some  of  the  Bal¬ 
tics  States,  for  example,  on  the  center.  Steel 
goes  one  way,  energy  comes  another,  and 
they’ve  got  to  sort  some  of  this  out.  But 
none  of  that  should,  as  I  cite  that,  none  of 
that  should  be  interpreted  as  a  lack  of  inter¬ 
est  on  our  part  of  the  United  States  in 
seeing  independence  and  freedom  just  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

You  mentioned — Ukraine  is  a  good  one. 
Eighty  percent  of  the  people  at  one  point 
said,  “Hey,  we  approve  of  the  union 
treaty.”  Now  they’ve  declared  independ¬ 
ence,  but  does  that  mean  that  they  don’t 
want  a  union  treaty  at  all?  I  don’t  know  the 
answer  to  that. 

To  have  answers  to  all  these  complex 
questions  at  the  end  of  a  week  that’s  moved 
this  fast  is  expecting  too  much.  I,  for  one, 
am  going  to  say,  “Hey,  we’ve  got  a  few  days 
here.  Let’s  know  what  we’re  doing.  Let’s  be 
sure  we  understand  what’s  happening.  Let’s 
do  nothing  to  interfere  or  hold  back  inde¬ 
pendence  or  freedom  or  a  right  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent.”  I  owe  the  American  people  the 
answer  to  some  of  these  questions  that  I 
don’t  yet  have,  and  I’m  not  going  to  move 
precipitously.  Yet,  I  am  going  to  continue  to 
move  in  a  way  to  encourage  independence 
and  self-determination. 

Canadian  Unity 

Q.  Prime  Minister,  in  the  past,  Canada 
has  been  very  chary  about  the  claims  for 
independence  of  breakaway  states.  Michael 
Wilson  is  going  to  Kiev.  Is  there  a  risk  that 
our  relations  or  our  discussions  with  the 
government  of  the  Ukraine  may  not  have  a 
reflection  in  the  discussions  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Quebec  in  the  months  ahead? 

The  Prime  Minister.  No,  not  at  all.  As  I 
indicated  earlier,  and  we  discussed  the 
Baltic  States,  for  example,  the  Soviet  Union 
came  about  as  the  result  of  a  totalitarian 
and  illegal  integration  of  states  which  re¬ 
sulted  eventually  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Canada  was  the  result  of  a  great  and  demo- 
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cratic  coming  together  of  people,  English 
and  French,  who  sought  freedom;  much  the 
same  way  as  the  United  States  was  formed. 

So,  the  Canadian  experience  and  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  history  is  the  antithesis  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  It  was  component  states  coming  to¬ 
gether,  freely  asking  for  unity,  political  and 
economic  unity.  Nothing  was  ever  imposed 
on  a  Canadian,  ever.  It  was  the  contrary.  It 
was  Canadians  saying,  “Let  us  come  togeth¬ 
er  so  that  we  can  devise  and  build  a  greater 
and  a  more  prosperous  nation,”  which 
indeed  they  have  over  the  last  125  years. 

So,  A,  there  is  no  parallel.  And,  B,  I 
haven’t  the  slightest  doubt,  none,  about  the 
question  of  Canadian  unity.  Canadians  will 
remain  together,  French-speaking  and  Eng¬ 
lish-speaking,  in  my  judgment  because  the 
Canadian  experience,  with  its  imperfec¬ 
tions,  has  produced  one  of  the  great  plural¬ 
istic  liberal  democracies  in  the  world,  with 
a  huge  capacity  for  the  production  of 
wealth  and  a  major  contribution  to  interna¬ 
tional  institutions  such  as  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  which  contribute  generally,  I  think,  to 
the  well-being  of  the  world. 

So,  Canada  has  accomplished  a  lot,  and 
the  reason  that  it  was  able  to  do  so  over  so 
many  decades  is  that  it  came  together  in 
freedom.  Canada  is  a  child  of  freedom. 
Freedom  and  liberty  has  been  our  environ¬ 
ment,  which  is  the  antithesis  of  what  has 
taken  place  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
and  the  Soviet  Union,  which  is  why  they 
have  failed  with  their  Communist  system, 
which  is  why  Canada  has  succeeded  over  all 
of  these  years. 

China-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  stood  firm  in  not 
dealing  with  the  hard-liners  in  Moscow,  the 
Yanayevs  and  the  Pugos,  and  yet  you  con¬ 
tinue  to  deal  with  those  in  China  who  are 
hard-liners,  who  suppressed  the  freedom 
movement  there.  How  are  you  reassessing 
how  you  have  dealt  with  China  and  will 
deal  with  China  in  light  of  what  happens  in 
Moscow  so  long  as  you’re  ringing  the  death 
knell  for  communism? 

The  President  What  we’re  trying  to  do  in 
China  is  to  see  reform  move  forward.  I 
think  what  I’ve  said  is  that  we’re  on  the 
right  path  to  do  that.  Cutting  off  discussion 
with  China  is  not  a  way  to  do  it.  Going  back 


to  the  cold  war  would  not  have  been  a  good 
way  to  deal  with  the  leaders  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  going  back  to  the  chilly  days  of 
the  cultural  revolution  would  not  be  a  good 
way  to  help  reform  go  forward  in  China.  So, 
our  policy  is  engagement  on  the  economic 
front,  encouragement  of  them  as  much  as 
we  can  on  the  human  rights  front. 

Soviet  Union 

[At  this  point,  a  question  was  asked  in 
French,  and  a  translation  was  not  provid¬ 
ed.] 

The  Prime  Minister.  The  question  dealt 
with  some  apparent  disagreement  of  the  G- 
7  summit  as  to  what  we  should  do,  and  both 
the  President  and  I  have  read  that  from 
time  to  time.  And  I  can  tell  you  that  when 
the  question  was  put,  at  the  luncheon  that 
preceded  the  meeting  with  Mr.  Gorbachev, 
around  the  table:  “Are  we  all  in  agreement 
with  what  is  about  to  be  proposed?  Is  there 
anyone  in  this  room  who  thinks  that  we  are 
not  doing  enough?”  And  I  asked  the  ques¬ 
tion.  And  the  answer  was:  “We  are  in  full 
agreement  with  the  proposed  package  that 
is  going  forward.  We  think  it’s  timely,  we 
think  it’s  constructive,  and  we  think  it’s  the 
way  to  go.” 

And  so,  if  there’s  any  Monday  morning 
quarterbacking  on  that  issue,  I  think  the 
President  will  tell  you  that  that  was  not  the 
manner  in  which  this  was  developed  or 
evolved  or  put  forward  at  the  meetings  in 
London. 

The  President.  It’s  this  concept,  that  if  we 
had  given  a  lot  of  money  out  of  London  and 
that  would  have  avoided  this  quest  for  free¬ 
dom,  democracy,  and  turmoil  now  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  It  is 
absurd  on  the  face  of  it,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  knows  that  there  were  no  divisions 
here.  I  keep  reading  about  divisions  in  some 
of  these  countries.  And  yet  when  I  talk  to 
the  chiefs  of  state — I  did  with  Helmut  Kohl 
today.  I  saw  one  deal  that  he  felt  we  all 
ought  to  give  a  lot  of  money.  That’s  not 
what  he  talked  to  me  about  at  all  today;  in 
fact,  said  that  that  wasn’t  the  case,  that  we 
ought  to  be  careful,  we  ought  to  learn  more 
about  it,  we  ought  to  let  these  sherpas  meet 
and  these  Foreign  Ministers.  And  I’m  sure 
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he  told  Brian,  the  Prime  Minister,  the  same 
thing. 

So,  we’ve  got  to  deal  from  strength,  and 
we’ve  got  to  deal  from  principle.  You’ve  got 
to  know  what  you’re  dealing  with  also. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Gorbachev  spelled 
out  a  frame  of  reference  today  that  would 
seem  to  push  elections  well  into  1992  with 
the  union  treaty  and  then  a  constitution  6 
months  after  that.  I  was  wondering  what 
your  response  is  to  the  potential  timelag 
there,  and  how  you  feel  about  Mr.  Cheney’s 
comment  yesterday  that  in  his  view,  Mr. 
Yeltsin  would  be  preferable  in  this  situa¬ 
tion? 

The  President.  We’ll  deal  with  who’s 
there.  I’ve  expressed  myself  on  Boris  Yelt¬ 
sin.  I’ve  expressed  myself  on  Gorbachev.  It’s 
not  a  choosing  either /or  here.  I  think  what 
Dick  Cheney  was  saying  is,  here’s  a  man 
who — and  Yeltsin  gave  statements  of  great 
courage,  physical  statements  and  verbal 
statements — here’s  a  man  who,  in  things 
like  cutting  off  aid  to  Cuba  and  in  their 
defense  diversification,  stand  with  us  on  a 
lot  of  these  questions.  So,  that’s  good.  But 
it’s  not  ours,  it’s  not  the  United  States’  to 
say  whom  we’re  dealing  with.  We  can’t  do 
that. 

What  was  the  second  part  of  it? 

Q.  The  timeframe,  sir,  that  puts  elec¬ 
tions — 

The  President.  I’m  sorry,  I  can’t  comment 
on  a  timeframe  that  I  don’t  know  about.  As 
I’ve  told  you,  I’ve  just  not  heard  the  results 
of  the  meeting  that  went  on,  so  I’m  not 
going  to  comment  on  it. 

The  Prime  Minister.  A  final  Canadian 
question,  Rob  [Rob  Russo,  Canadian  Press]? 

Q.  Prime  Minister,  did  you  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  have  a  chance  to  discuss  reassessing 
defense  policies  in  light  of  what’s  going  on 
over  there,  given  that  there’s  a  NATO 
meeting  coming  up,  and  reassessing  your 
own  individual  defense  agreements  with 
the  Soviet  Union? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Well,  I  think  the 
President  indicated,  Rob,  one  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  that  comes  from  this  remarkably  sen¬ 
sitive  series  of  developments  in  the  Soviet 
Union:  Who  do  you  deal  with?  And  who  are 
these  agreements  going  to  be  with  in  the 
future,  be  they  commercial  or  economic  or 
defense?  This  raises  the  question  of  pru¬ 


dence  to  which  the  President  referred. 

I’m  going  from  here  to  British  Columbia 
for  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet.  And  one  of 
the  questions  there,  from  our  perspective, 
will  be  precisely  the  impact  of  this  on 
NATO  and  our  presence  in  Europe  and  the 
position  of  our  allies.  The  President  and  I 
have  discussed  this,  and  we  realize  that  it’s 
an  ongoing  situation  that  will  have  to  be 
reviewed  regularly  until  there’s  a  greater 
degree  of  permanence  and  a  much  better 
definition  of  the  nature  of  the  problem  and 
its  depth  and  the  manner  in  which  it  will 
eventually  be  resolved. 

And  so,  we’re  going  to  be  prudent  and 
vigilant  in  respect  of  our  interests,  and  I 
believe  that  is  the  position  of  all  of  our 
allies. 

The  President.  John  [John  Mashek,  Boston 
Globe],  last  one  because  he’s  got  to  eat  a 
burger,  have  a  hot  dog - 

The  Prime  Minister.  Hot  dog.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  - and  be  out  of  here  at 

1:30.  And  those  planes  come  in,  something 
has  to  happen.  So - 

Q.  While  you’ve  expressed  a  desire  not  to 
intrude  in  Soviet  affairs,  Mr.  President,  you 
have  saluted  Mr.  Gorbachev  and  glasnost 
and  perestroika .  Isn’t  it  realistic  now  to 
expect  that  Mr.  Gorbachev  is  at  the  very 
least  going  to  have  to  share  power  or  per¬ 
haps  even  be  subjugated  by  Mr.  Yeltsin? 

The  President.  I  think  what  you’ve  seen 
evolving  in  the  last  few  days  is  a  sharing  of 
power.  Absolutely.  And  I  think  both  Yeltsin 
and  Gorbachev  understand  that. 

What  was  the  other  part  of  it? 

Q.  Well,  the  other  part  would  be:  Is  Mr. 
Yeltsin’s  first  moves  outlawing  the  press,  no 
matter  how  much  that  may  be  an  anathema 
to  us,  or  the  Communist  Party,  are  those 
democratic  moves? 

The  President.  Again,  I  think  what  he  was 
trying  to  do  is,  in  the  realm  of  his  purview 
there  inside  the  Russian  Republic,  to  shut 
down  certain  propaganda  organizations. 
And  they’ve  got  to  sort  out  how  they’re 
going  to  deal  with  their,  whatever  it  is,  first 
amendment  over  there.  They’ve  got  to 
figure  how  much  free  speech  they’re  going 
to  allow,  how  much  dissent  they’re  going  to 
permit.  It’s  going  to  take  a  little  time. 
They’ve  just  come  off  a  tumultuous  win 
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over  totalitarianism  that’s  celebrated 
around  the  world.  There’s  a  lot  of  refine¬ 
ments  like  this. 

The  relationship  with  these  Republics  is 
only  a  part  of  it.  How  they  treat  with  the 
free  enterprise  part  of  it,  the  private  sector 
and  around  the  world,  that’s  another  part  of 
it.  The  question  you’ve  raised  is  another 
part  of  it.  And  we  Americans  are  so  eager; 
we  want  it  to  happen  right  quick.  We  want 
to  know  all  the  answers,  everything  in 
place:  who  we’re  dealing  with;  will  he  be 
here  tomorrow;  is  he  going  to  be  gone  the 
next  day;  are  they  on  the  edge  of  anarchy, 
as  some  of  these  talking-heads  are  telling  us 
on  television? 

One  good  thing  for  the  economy — 
[ laughter ] — the  talking-head  industry  is 
back,  going  strong  out  there.  [Laughter] 
And  my  view  is,  look,  get  the  best  advice 
you  can.  Talk  to  trusted  counselors  and  ad¬ 
visers,  your  peers  in  other  countries,  and 
then  move,  not  slowly  but  in  a  determined 
fashion,  to  further  democracy,  freedom, 
whether  it’s  freedom  of  the  press  or  free¬ 
dom  of  election  or  freedom  of  speech  in 
other  ways.  And  all  this  has  to  happen.  But 
we’re  too  restless.  They  get  a  new  guy  in 
charge  of  the  public  works  in  downtown 
Kiev  and  you  want  to  know  whether  I  sup¬ 
port  him.  I  can’t  tell  you  about  that  yet. 

The  Prime  Minister.  In  point  of  fact,  we 
do — [ laughter ] — strongly. 

The  President.  And  I  might  point  out 
we’ve  had  a  consulate  general  in  Kiev,  and 
they’re  opening  one.  So,  there  are  a  little 
different  tastes  on  some  of  these  matters. 
But  the  big  thing  is  we’re  together.  The 
West  is  saying:  Isn’t  this  great.  And  it’s 
moving  in  the  right  direction.  So,  we’ll  be 
there.  When  freedom’s  at  stake,  you’ll  be 
there,  whether  it’s  the  Baltic  States  or 
whether  it’s  these  other  Republics  that 
want  independence.  But  let’s  know  a  little 


more  about  it.  Let’s  be  sure  we  know  what 
we’re  doing  and  that  we  don’t  inadvertent¬ 
ly  contribute  to  something  that  might  result 
in  a  little  more  hardship  for  somebody  or  a 
little  more  disorder  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

We’d  better  run  if  we’re  going  to  eat. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thank  you  all. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Q.  When’s  Ambassador  Strauss  coming 
up? 

The  President.  I’ll  rely  on  my  man,  Fitz- 
water,  who  doesn’t  know  either.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Tomorrow? 

The  President.  He’ll  be  up  here  tomor¬ 
row.  And  the  Prime  Minister  the  next  day, 
and  so  we’ll  have  plenty  going.  This  after¬ 
noon — I  see  Dick  Darman  and  Bob  Teeter 
there,  Roger  Porter — we’ll  continue  our  dis¬ 
cussions  about  the  fall  and  the  domestic 
agenda.  So,  there’s  plenty  to  do.  Plenty  of 
news  for  you  all.  So,  stay  ready. 

Note:  The  President's  100th  news  conference 
began  at  12:43  p.m.  at  his  home  on  Walk¬ 
er's  Point.  In  the  news  conference,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  were  referred  to:  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl  of  Germany;  Prime  Minister 
Toshiki  Kaifu  of  Japan;  Prime  Minister 
Jozsef  Antall  of  Hungary;  Prime  Minister 
John  Major  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  John  E.  Robson ; 
former  Soviet  Vice  President  Gennady  Yan- 
ayev  and  former  Soviet  Interior  Affairs 
Minister  Boris  Pugo  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
who  participated  in  the  attempted  coup; 
Robert  M.  Teeter,  pollster  and  personal  ad¬ 
viser  to  the  President;  and  Roger  B.  Porter, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Economic  and 
Domestic  Policy.  Robert  B.  Zoellick,  U.S. 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Economic  and 
Agricultural  Affairs,  attended  the  G-7 
ct sherpa ”  meeting  in  London  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  European  Community, 
Canada,  and  Japan. 
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The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Prime  Minister  Major  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
August  29,  1991 


The  President  I’m  very  pleased  that 
Prime  Minister  Major  and  his  family  have 
been  able  to  join  us.  For  over  the  past  few 
months,  ever  since  he’s  been  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  he  and  I  have  exchanged  views.  We’ve 
stayed  in  very  close  contact  regarding  a 
number  of  fast-moving  events  on  the  inter¬ 
national  scene.  I  appreciate  his  counsel  and 
his  wise  judgment.  And  in  like  manner, 
we’ve  had  extremely  useful  talks  on  the 
current  situation  inside  the  Soviet  Union. 
These  exchanges  are  particularly  important 
since  he  is  off  on  Sunday  to  Moscow  and 
will  be  able  to  share  with  the  Soviet  leader¬ 
ship  our  views  and  hopes  for  the  Soviet 
peoples  in  a  direct  manner. 

We  stand  united,  as  do  other  Western 
partners,  in  our  commitment  to  help  Soviet 
reform.  The  industrial  democracies  have  al¬ 
ready  undertaken  steps  to  aid  the  economic 
process.  The  program  that  we  established  at 
the  G-7  meeting  under  John  Major’s  chair¬ 
manship  in  London  was  a  flexible  program, 
adaptable  program.  And  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
today  the  G-7  sherpas  are  meeting  in 
London  to  review  the  situation  and  ex¬ 
change  views  on  any  further  steps  that  can 
be  undertaken.  But  we  must  remember 
that  the  Soviet  Union  is  undergoing  a  major 
political  change. 

The  Prime  Minister  and  I  also  had  a  dis¬ 
cussion  about  the  Baltics.  The  U.S.  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  Baltic  independence; 
we’ve  so  notified  the  Soviet  Union.  And 
we’ve  urged  the  Soviet  leadership  not  to 
stand  against  the  winds  of  this  inevitable 
change.  The  Baltics  want  freedom.  Clearly, 
the  United  States  and  the  U.K.  want  them 
to  have  freedom.  And  clearly,  the  Baltics 
will  have  freedom.  So,  let  the  Soviet  leader¬ 
ship  on  this  one  act  accordingly.  That’s  our 
message. 

And  again,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I  really 
enjoyed  our  conversation  today,  and  we’re 
just  delighted  you  and  your  charming  wife, 
Norma,  are  with  us. 

All  yours,  sir. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thank  you.  Thank 


you  very  much,  sir,  Mr.  President.  I’d  like, 
firstly,  to  thank  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  for  their  invitation  to  join  them  here 
today.  Norma,  Elizabeth,  and  I  have  had  a 
great  time,  and  we’re  very  grateful  to  you 
for  making  us  feel  as  much  at  home  in  New 
England  as  we  do  in  our  England.  And  we 
are  grateful  to  you  for  that. 

I’ve  discovered  over  the  last  few  months 
that  the  President  is  not  only  a  man  I  can 
do  business  with;  I’ve  discovered  this  morn¬ 
ing  he’s  a  man  I  can  go  fishing  with.  We’ve 
done  more  successful  business  than  we  had 
fishing  this  morning,  I  must  tell  you  that, 
but  we  have  managed  to  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  a  number  of  things  on  dry  land  in 
our  discussions  thus  far,  both  on  shore  and 
out  there  fishing  this  morning. 

We  certainly  agree,  absolutely,  on  our  ob¬ 
jectives  in  responding  to  the  collapse  of 
communism  in  the  Soviet  Union.  We  need 
to  support  democracy.  We  need  to  encour¬ 
age  the  economic  reform  that  they  so  badly 
need  in  the  Soviet  Union.  And  we  need  also 
to  respond  compassionately  to  the  urgent 
needs  that  the  Soviet  people  have  at  the 
present  time. 

We  will  go  on  talking  to  the  Soviet  au¬ 
thorities,  the  central  authorities,  and  also 
building  on  the  existing  relationships  and 
the  developing  relationships  with  the  new 
leaders  in  the  Republics.  We’re  already  in 
touch  with  the  leaders  of  the  Baltic  States, 
and  I  hope  when  I  visit  Moscow  on  Sunday 
that  I  will  be  able  to  meet  some  if  not  all  of 
them,  as  well  as  Presidents  Gorbachev  and 
Yeltsin  and  some  of  the  other  key  figures 
out  there  at  the  moment. 

We  agreed  this  morning  on  the  principles 
governing  aid  to  the  Soviet  Union.  There  is 
a  window  of  opportunity  at  present  for  the 
speeding  up  of  the  economic  reform  proc¬ 
ess,  and  that  is  absolutely  vital  for  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  need  to  speed  that  is 
urgent,  and  we  agreed  this  morning  that 
we  need  to  support  the  effort. 

Our  judgment  is  that  what  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  Republics  most  need  is 
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emergency  humanitarian  assistance,  practi¬ 
cal  help  in  converting  their  economy  into 
one  that  works.  That  means  that  that  aid 
must  be  linked  to  a  clear  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  and  practical  reform  plan,  that  it  must 
go  to  those  people  who  are  in  need,  includ¬ 
ing  directly  to  the  individual  Republics,  and 
that  it  needs  to  be  linked  to  the  Soviet  com¬ 
mitment  to  further  reduce  defense  spend¬ 
ing. 

And  we  were  able  to  identify  in  our  dis¬ 
cussions  this  morning  a  number  of  points, 
six  particular  points  worthy  of  action.  The 
first  is  to  implement  existing  food  credits. 
The  second  is  to  assess  the  need  for  food  aid 
during  this  winter.  The  third  is  to  produce 
some  lifeline  teams,  teams  to  travel  to  the 
Soviet  Union  to  help  achieve  efficient  food 
production  and  food  distribution.  That  may 
well  be  a  public-private  partnership,  and  it’s 
an  area  where  we  and  the  United  States 
will  be  moving  ahead  in  the  days  and  weeks 
immediately  in  front  of  us.  We  agreed  also 
we  needed  to  implement  the  know-how 
programs  and  the  technical  assistance  that 
we  discussed  at  the  G-7  and  the  bilateral 
agreements  we  already  have  to  assist  the 
Soviets  on  that  front.  We  also  felt  that  the 
time  was  right  to  get  the  IMF  and  the 
World  Bank  involved  urgently  in  helping  to 
work  out  practical  structural  reform  plans 
and  technical  assistance  for  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  sixthly,  we  agreed  that  it  would 
be  right  to  accelerate  implementation  of 
special  association  for  the  Soviet  Union  with 
the  IMF  with  a  view  to  full  membership  in 
due  course  for  those  who  qualify,  and  by 
“qualify”  I  mean  as  well  in  terms  of  effec¬ 
tive  reform  plans. 

Now,  that  help  with  food  aid  and  food 
distribution  and  technical  assistance  will  re¬ 
quire  a  good  deal  of  international  collabora¬ 
tion  if  the  effort  is  going  to  be  as  targeted 
as  it  deserves  to  be  to  avoid  duplication  and 
as  successful  as  we  would  want  it  to  be.  And 
that  does  necessarily  mean  that  we  need 
some  mechanism  involving  the  principal 
countries  and  the  principal  groupings  in¬ 
volved. 

I  will  take  the  opportunity  as  current 
Chairman  of  the  G-7  to  keep  closely  in 
touch  with  the  other  G-7  members  to  help 
ensure  we  coordinate  our  activities.  All  the 
members  of  the  G-7  have  been  providing 


some  very  useful  and  constructive  input  for 
my  meetings  in  Moscow  this  weekend.  And 
when  I  have  had  that  meeting.  Ill  be  writ¬ 
ing  to  them  to  discuss  what  needs  to  be 
done  and  to  report  to  them  on  the  judg¬ 
ments  I  reach  there  and  the  discussions  that 
I  had. 

I  think  it  is  worthwhile  making  the  point 
that  we  do  have  a  very  urgent  need  for 
better  information  about  what’s  happening 
there  than  we  yet  have.  All  the  members  of 
the  G-7  have  agreed  to  pool  their  findings 
by  the  end  of  September,  to  pool  their  find¬ 
ings  on  what  needs  to  be  done  to  meet  the 
most  urgent  food  and  medical  needs  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

So,  that  is  the  basis  of  the  discussions  we 
have  had  this  morning,  and  they’ve  been 
very  useful  and  very  constructive.  And  I’d 
like  to  thank  the  President  again  for  the 
very  timely  opportunity  we’ve  had  to  share 
our  thoughts  on  the  remarkable  events  that 
are  taking  place  at  the  present  time. 

We  can’t  dictate  the  ending  of  what  is 
happening  in  the  Soviet  Union,  but  neither 
are  we  mere  spectators.  And  I  think  what 
has  happened  in  the  West  in  the  last  few 
days  and  the  discussions  we’ve  had  this 
morning  indicate  the  way  in  which  we  can 
contribute  to  assist  the  Soviets.  And  I  be¬ 
lieve  this  morning  we’ve  reached  a  new 
and  better  understanding  on  the  supporting 
role  the  West  can  play.  So,  I  am  very  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  opportunity  to  have  those  discus¬ 
sions. 

The  President.  What  we  thought  we’d  do 
is  alternate  questions  for  me  and  for  the 
Prime  Minister.  We’re  not  going  to  take 
many,  but  we  will  endeavor  to  do  our  best 
here.  So,  who  wants  to  go  first? 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Supreme  Soviet’s 
been  meeting  most  of  this  week.  You  said 
that  you  were  hoping  to  see  a  clearer  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  Soviet  Union’s  political  future 
emerge  from  those  sessions,  yet  things  seem 
about  as  confused  today  as  they  did  48  or 
72  hours  ago.  Are  things  moving  a  little  bit 
too  slowly  on  that  front  for  you,  or  do  you 
see  things  falling  into  place? 

The  President.  No,  I  think  the  changes  are 
so  monumental  that  it  is  going  to  take  time 
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to  sort  it  all  out  with  finality.  Every  day 
there  are  new  announcements  of  some  new 
dramatic  step  taking  place,  and  so  that’s  for 
them  to  sort  out.  We  can’t  affect  it  particu¬ 
larly. 

I  think  the  Prime  Minister  was  right  on 
target  when  he  says  we  want  to  help;  we’re 
not  just  bystanders.  We  have  a  tremendous 
stake  in  what’s  taking  place.  But  no,  these 
changes  have  moved  with  such  rapidity 
that — well,  put  it  this  way,  if  2  weeks  ago 
somebody  had  predicted  this,  everybody 
would  have  said  he  had  lost  it.  And  so, 
changes  are  going  on,  but  again,  all  the 
cards  are  not  on  the  table  when  it  comes  to 
what  the  United  States  role  should  be  or 
the  U.K.  role  in  further  assistance  of  one 
kind  or  another. 

But  I  don’t  worry  about  that.  I  mean, 
they’ve  got  enormous  problems  in  the  Re¬ 
public,  in  the  center,  and  in  the  other  Re¬ 
publics  as  well,  not  just  the  Russian  Repub¬ 
lic.  So,  it’s  moving  fast.  We  are  watching. 
We  are  learning.  And  we  stand  ready  to  be 
assistance,  because  what’s  at  stake  here  is 
democracy  and  freedom.  And  our  countries 
are  clearly  committed  to  that. 

Q.  Are  you  still  expecting  some  kind  of 
action  on  independence  for  the  Baltics 
today  or  tomorrow  from  the  Supreme 
Soviet? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  think  it’ll  be 
today  or  tomorrow.  It  could  well  be 
Monday.  But  we  just  are  not  certain  of  that; 
leave  it  right  there. 

Q.  Prime  Minister,  most  of  the  measures 
that  you  say  you’ve  discussed  today  involve 
speeding  up  things  that  were  already  en¬ 
train.  Do  you  not  have  any  sense  that,  given 
the  momentous  changes  that  we’ve  seen  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  some  more  fundamental 
reconsideration  of  Western  policy  might  be 
necessary? 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  identified  some 
time  ago  what  was  most  practical  and  of 
most  assistance  to  the  Soviets;  that  hasn’t 
changed.  The  dimensions  of  that  have 
changed;  the  need,  the  speed  for  it  has 
changed;  perhaps  the  volume  of  it  has 
changed. 

What  we’ve  actually  done  this  morning  is 
agree  a  very  practical  way  forward.  People 
are  suggesting  all  sorts  of  things  that  ought 
to  be  done,  but  the  priorities  are  to  deal 


with  the  problems  of  food  and  food  distribu¬ 
tion,  to  deal  with  the  ways  in  which  we  can 
help  the  Soviets  maximize  their  own  capac¬ 
ity  to  produce  both  food  and  other  mecha¬ 
nistic  and  hardware  produce.  And  we  need 
a  good  deal  of  information  in  order  to  do 
that.  There’s  no  point  in  going  beyond  that 
until  we  can  see  precisely  what  the  need  is. 

I  understand  the  wish  that  there  is  in 
some  people’s  mind  to  do  something  fresh, 
entirely  different,  and  entirely  dramatic. 
But  we  have  to  consider  what  will  be  prac¬ 
tical,  what  is  deliverable,  and  what  would 
actually  help.  And  it  was  actually  quite 
striking  earlier  this  week  that  one  of  the 
Soviet  spokesmen  was  saying,  ‘The  problem 
isn’t  really  a  question  of  large-scale  money. 
We  actually  need  technical  advice  and 
know-how,  and  we  need  food.’’  This  is  what 
we’re  providing,  and  we’re  potentially 
doing  it  on  a  very  substantial  scale  and 
across  a  very  wide  field. 

I  would  envisage  that  we  would  send 
some  of  these  lifeline  teams  not  just  to  the 
center  but  to  a  number  of  the  Republics  in 
order  to  go  there,  see  what  needs  to  be 
done,  report  back,  and  enable  us  then  to 
put  in  hand  the  practical  measures  that  are 
needed  to  help.  I  think  that’s  what  is  most 
in  the  interest  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
that’s  what  we’ve  agreed  this  morning. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  does  the  breakup  of  the 
Soviet  empire  raise  any  concerns  in  your 
mind  about  who  controls  the  Soviet  nuclear 
arsenal?  The  Ukraine,  for  one,  which  wants 
to  break  away  has  nuclear  weapons  there. 
How  do  you  want  this  matter  disposed  of? 

The  President  I  want  to  have  it  disposed 
of  a  way  that  nuclear  weapons  safety  is  to¬ 
tally  guaranteed.  And  to  date,  we  feel  very 
comfortable  about  that.  We  had  a  group  as 
knowledgeable  as  one  can  be  about  Soviet 
procedures  taking  a  look  at  this,  and  I  want 
to  reassure  the  American  people  that  at  no 
time  has  there  been  any  official  concern 
about  inadvertent  use  of  nuclear  weapons 
or  something  going  awry. 

But  that  is  a  matter  that  needs  to  be 
sorted  out,  and  I’m  confident  that  every¬ 
body  in  the  Republics  and  everybody  in  the 
center  understands  that  the  last  thing  that 
the  world  needs  is  some  kind  of  a  nuclear 
scare,  say  nothing  of  a  nuclear  confronta- 
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tion.  So,  I’d  like  to  use  that  question,  Terry 
[Terence  Hunt,  Associated  Press],  to  calm 
any  fears  that  the  American  people  have. 
We  did  not  notice  any  untoward  movement 
of  nuclear  forces,  and  so  we  feel  comforta¬ 
ble  now  that  whoever  is  in  charge  will  do 
the  right  thing  in  terms  of  safeguarding 
these  nuclear  weapons. 

Perhaps  the  Prime  Minister  would  want 
to  add  to  that  because  he’s  knowledgeable 
in  this  field. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Fd  only  add  to  agree 
with  it.  We  see  no  reason  for  concern  about 
what  is  happening  in  nuclear  weapons  in 
the  short  term.  The  army  commands  still 
have  the  same  controls.  There’s  a  certain 
degree  of  stability.  We  see  no  reason  to 
worry.  But  clearly,  it  is  a  matter  that  well 
want  to  address  and  discuss  with  the  Soviets 
at  an  early  stage.  And  the  sooner  we  can 
get  positive  answers  and  positive  assur¬ 
ances,  the  happier  well  be. 

Q.  The  Republics  won’t  be  allowed  to — 
Kazakhstan  and  the  Ukraine  won’t  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  keep  these  weapons,  will  they,  on 
their  own? 

The  President.  No,  and  I  doubt  that.  But 
whatever  happens,  I  think  wise  and  sane 
heads  from  whatever  Republic,  or  whatever 
the  center  proves  eventually  to  be,  will  rec¬ 
ognize  that  safeguarded  nuclear  weapons 
programs  are  absolutely  essential.  By  “safe¬ 
guarded”  I  mean  guarantees,  redundancy  to 
see  that  things  can’t  inadvertently  go 
wrong.  And  not  only  would  the  world 
demand  it  but  I  think  the  people  inside  the 
Soviet  Union  will  demand  it.  And  they’ve 
always  felt  that  way.  And  we  see  no  reason 
to  escalate  the  fears  that  might  exist  by  any 
other  response  here. 

Q,  Mr.  Major,  are  you  prepared  to  spend 
British  Government  money  on  helping  the 
Soviet  Union? 

The  Prime  Minister.  We’re  already  doing 
that.  We  crossed  that  bridge  some  time  ago 
with  the  implementation  of  the  know-how 
schemes.  And  they,  of  course,  go  not  to  the 
central  Soviet  authorities  but  out  in  the  Re¬ 
publics  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  indi¬ 
vidual  companies  and  individual  enter¬ 
prises.  So,  we  crossed  that  Rubicon  some 
time  ago. 

Q.  Are  we  now  going  to  spend  more? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Well,  we’ve  got  to 


assess  the  need  first.  If  and  when  we’ve 
assessed  the  need,  we’ll  do  what  we  can  in 
concert  with  our  partners  to  meet  that 
need.  Nobody  should  doubt  that  we  believe 
that  is  the  right  thing  to  do,  the  right  thing 
to  do  on  humanitarian  grounds  and  I  think 
the  right  thing  to  do  on  political  and  strate¬ 
gic  grounds  as  well. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  speaking  of  spending 
money,  Les  Aspin  has  recommended,  or 
he’s  going  to  recommend  to  Congress  that 
they  take  $1  billion  out  of  the  defense 
budget  and  put  it  into  some  kind  of  Soviet- 
aid  program.  What  do  you  think  of  that 
idea? 

The  President.  I  think  technically  that 
would  require  a  change  in  the  existing 
budget  agreement.  As  you  know,  Jim  [Jim 
Miklaszewski,  NBC  News],  many  people, 
many  politicians  have  tried  to  change  the 
budget  agreement  for  one  reason  or  an¬ 
other.  Some  wanted  to  spend  more  on  one 
program  domestically,  and  some  wanted  to 
spend  more  on  another. 

It’s  ironic  that  just  a  few  days  ago  when 
this  coup  was  underway,  there  started  a 
debate  about  “Are  we  spending  enough  on 
defense” — almost  a  180.  Now  the  debate 
comes,  “Well,  maybe  we’ve  got  too  much  in 
defense.”  I’d  say  let’s  take  a  little  time  and 
sort  this  thing  out  intelligently. 

Certainly,  we  want  to  live  within  our 
budget  agreement.  We  owe  this  to  the 
American  people.  We’ve  got  to  get  this 
economy  going.  And  more  and  more  Gov¬ 
ernment  spending  is  not  the  answer.  His 
suggestion,  as  you  say,  doesn’t  result  in 
more,  but  you’ve  got  to  accommodate  a  lot 
of  domestic  interests  that  would  like  to  see 
more  money  going  somewhere.  It’s  ironic 
that  I  was  attacked  prior  to  all  this  coup 
about  being  too  much  concerned  about 
money  for  the  Egyptian  debt  or  money  for 
the  Soviet  Union.  And  now  suddenly, 
before  the  cards  are  all  laid  down  on  the 
table,  we  have  people  saying,  “Hey,  what 
we’ve  got  to  do  now  to  prove  that  we  are 
interested  is  send  more  money,  send  more 
dough  for  something.” 

I  couldn’t  agree  more  with  what  our  G-7 
Chairman,  John  Major,  has  said  about  help¬ 
ing  people,  whether  they’re  in  the  Repub¬ 
lics  or  in  the  center,  wherever,  in  terms  of 
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food  aid.  We  also  want  to  be  sure  it  gets 
there.  We  want  to  be  sure  that  the  distribu¬ 
tion  systems  work.  So,  we’ve  got  a  lot  to  do. 
But  I  think  it’s  way  too  premature.  Les 
Aspin  is  a  very  creative  thinker,  and  I  give 
him  great  credit  for  thinking  about  this.  But 
there  will  be  a  lively  debate  in  the  United 
States  Congress.  And  I,  for  one,  will  be  sure 
we  get  all  the  information  that  we  possibly 
can,  by  mid-fall,  by  mid-September,  when¬ 
ever  it  is  the  debate  will  be  joined.  And 
then  I  will  have  a  strong  recommendation. 
Right  now,  I  simply  cannot  endorse  that. 

And  I  notice  so  many  people  are  jumping 
up  and  saying  what  we  must  do  now  is  cut 
defense  spending  more.  I  think  we’ve  cut 
defense  spending  a  lot,  and  I  want  to  be 
sure  that  our  forces  are  properly  structured 
to  meet  the  needs  that  we  were  talking 
about  just  12  months  ago,  standing  in  this 
very  same  place.  How  soon,  how  quick  we 
forget. 

And  so,  I  think  it’s  a  little  premature,  his 
suggestion.  But  again,  with  respect,  I  think 
it’s  good  he’s  thinking  about  this..  And  yet, 
I’m  not  going  to  go  out  there  and  say  we 
can  afford  to  cut  defense.  Where’s  it  going 
to  come  from?  What  account  do  they  want 
to  take  it  out  of,  for  example?  And  what 
will  that  do  to  our  readiness  and  our  dispro¬ 
portionate  responsibility  to  stand  up  against 
terror  and  aggression  wherever  it  may  be 
coming  from? 

But  I  do  think  that  out  of  this  change  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  if  we  handle  it  properly 
and  if  things  keep  going  forward  instead  of 
slipping  back,  there’s  an  opportunity  for  a 
vastly  restructured  national  security  pos¬ 
ture.  But  it’s  way  too  early,  way  too  early, 
to  get  into  that. 

Q.  But  how  do  you  tell  those  who  are 
unemployed  right  now,  given  all  the  events 
over  the  past  couple  of  years  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  what’s  going  on  in  the  Soviet 
Union  right  now,  that  there  appears  to  be 
no  peace  dividend,  if  I  take  it  that’s  what 
you  just  said? 

The  President  Well,  what  I’ve  said  is  that 
we’ve  dramatically  cut  defense.  That  was 
part  of  a  commitment  I  made,  and  that’s  a 
commitment  we’ve  kept.  But  somebody 
always  is  coming  and  saying  cut  defense 
more.  They  weren’t  doing  this  a  week  ago 
is  my  point,  Jim. 


When  that  coup  started,  I  didn’t  hear  one 
single  proposal  like  this.  In  fact,  I  heard  a 
few  voices,  tom-toms  beating  in  the  woods, 
saying,  “Hey,  maybe  we’ve  got  to  turn 
around  the  defense  cuts  we’ve  already 
made.”  My  point  is,  you  know,  it’s  not  going 
to  happen  all  at  once;  let’s  get  the  facts. 
Deal  from  strength,  get  the  facts,  and  then 
make  decisions,  not  try  to  get  out  there  and 
have  an  instant  solution  to  a  problem  when 
you  don’t  know  the  major  parameters  of  the 
problem. 

Q.  Prime  Minister,  when  you  said  that 
you  want  to  see  significant  Soviet  defense 
cuts,  what  sort  of  level  are  you  looking  at  as 
our  share  of,  say,  GNP?  And  what  sort  of 
time  scale  are  you  looking  at? 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  want  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  extend  the  defense  cuts  they 
are  committed  to  already.  The  first  part  of 
the  equation  is  to  make  sure  that  they  con¬ 
tinue  with  those  cuts  to  which  they  are  al¬ 
ready  committed,  and  we  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  isn’t  going  to  happen.  But 
even  when  they’ve  done  that,  they’re 
spending  a  quarter  of  their  central  govern¬ 
ment  expenditure  on  defense.  Now,  I  don’t 
think  it  is  a  tolerable  proposition  for  them 
to  sit  upon  that  level  of  defense  expendi¬ 
ture  at  a  time  when  they’re  seeking  very 
substantial  assistance  in  one  form  or  an¬ 
other  from  the  West. 

We  don’t  expect  them  to  do  it  overnight. 
We  expect  them  to  agree  to  make  further 
defense  reductions  and  to  begin  to  put 
those  entrain.  But  defense  reductions  neces¬ 
sarily,  on  very  practical  grounds,  have  to 
phased;  they  can’t  be  done  overnight.  But 
we  want  the  commitment,  and  we  want  the 
program  to  begin  to  start.  And  I  don’t  think 
that  we  could  realistically  be  expected  to 
require  less  of  them  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  find  themselves  at  the  moment 
and  with  the  assistance  that  they  would 
wish  to  see  from  us. 

Q.  Will  you  want  such  a  commitment  on 
Sunday  when  you  see  Mr.  Gorbachev  and 
Mr.  Yeltsin? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Well,  I  don’t  think 
you  get  commitments  of  that  sort  in  a  single 
meeting.  I  think  I’ll  certainly  make  it  clear 
in  the  discussions  we  have  on  Sunday  that 
that  s  the  way  we’re  thinking  at  present. 
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The  President  Last  one  for  me.  Marlin 
said.  You  know  how  I  abide  by  his  rules. 

Q.  The  Supreme  Soviet  just  announced 
within  the  past  half  hour  that  they  are  sus¬ 
pending  the  Communist  Party  throughout 
the  Soviet  Union.  Are  you  concerned  about 
actions  they’re  taking  that  may  not  be  nec¬ 
essarily  democratic  to  the  abounding  par¬ 
ties,  or  how  do  you  assess  this? 

The  President.  They’ve  got  some  demo¬ 
cratic  authority.  Some  of  these  people  were 
elected  into  this  Parliament.  I  frankly  re¬ 
joice  in  that.  I  don’t  see  anything  but  good 
news  in  that,  for  terms  of  the  West  and 
certainly  in  terms  of  America.  The  demise, 
the  fall  of  a  totalitarian,  nondemocratic 
party  effort,  I  think  that’s  a  good  thing.  So, 
I  don’t  see  any  bad  news  in  that  at  all. 
Rejoice.  Cheer. 

Q.  Mikhail  Gorbachev  has  also  criticized 
Boris  Yeltsin  today  for  going  too  far  with 
decrees  this  week  that  he  says  may  not  be 
constitutional.  He  says  last  week  that  was  all 
right,  but  the  decrees  that  Yeltsin  is  con¬ 
tinuing  with,  Gorbachev  is  now  criticizing. 
Do  you  think  that  there’s  a  danger  now  that 
Yeltsin  may  be  going  too  far? 

The  President  No.  I  say  let  them  sort  it 
out.  You  know,  I  keep  making  the  point.  I 
made  a  comment  the  other  day  that  when 
they  appoint  a  new  public  works  manager 
in  downtown  Kiev,  that’s  their  business.  I 
got,  incidentally,  turned  in  for  being  testy.  I 
thought  that  was  highly  amusing.  But  obvi¬ 
ously,  some  didn’t.  [Laughter]  I  thought  it 
was  very  funny.  But  it  also  has  a  serious 
note  to  it.  When  it  comes  to  personnel,  I 
don’t  know,  John,  if  you’ve  been  asked,  but 
every  time  some  guy  is  in  and  someone’s 
out,  and  a  new  person  is  appointed  that 
nobody’s  ever  heard  of  in  the  West,  I’m 
supposed  to  be  reacting. 

Look,  they’re  sorting  out  an  enormous, 
complex  set  of  new  relationships.  And  so,  if 
President  Gorbachev  has  something  to  say 
about  President  Yeltsin,  knowing  President 
Yeltsin,  he’s  apt  to  hear  back  from  him.  But 
that’s  the  way  the  system  is  evolving.  As 
you’re  struggling  for  democratic  processes, 
these  things  happen.  And  I  really  think  it  is 
counterproductive  for  the  United  States  to 
have  to  have  a  view  on  every  statement  by 
every  leader  about  what’s  happening  inside 
the  Soviet  Union  and  in  the  Republics. 


What  we  want  to  do  is  adhere  to  certain 
values.  And  as  the  process  moves  to  total 
acceptance  of  these  values,  whether  it’s  free 
elections  or  whether  it’s  democracy  gener¬ 
ally  or  the  whole  broad  concept  of  freedom, 
we  rejoice.  But  there’s  going  to  be  some 
ups  and  downs  in  all  of  this,  and  they  can 
sort  it  out  without  a  lot  of  second-guessing 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  or 
telling  them  where  they  ought  to  be  the 
day  after  tomorrow. 

These  are  monumental  changes  that  have 
taken  place,  and  the  whole  world  is  excited 
about  it.  And  there’s  going  to  be  hiccup 
here,  there’s  going  to  be  criticism  there, 
there’s  going  to  be  a  move  that  we  didn’t 
expect  over  here,  for  example.  But  it’s 
moving  in  the  right  direction.  It  has  been 
fantastic.  I’m  wondering  what  we’re  going 
to  do  for  an  encore  next  August,  John. 
[Laughter]  Because  last  year,  as  you  know, 
it  was  the  Gulf - 

The  Prime  Minister.  The  Gulf. 

The  President.  - starting.  And  I  might 

say — I’m  just  ending — I  want  to  identify 
myself  on  something  here,  a  question  asked 
to  the  Prime  Minister.  The  way  that  this 
Prime  Minister  handled  the  G-7  meeting, 
it’s  been  obscured  by  events  now.  But  you 
go  back  and  look  at  what  he  did  and  the 
program  we  all  came  out  with  as  a  result  of 
his  chairmanship,  and  it’s  just  as  relevant 
today,  given  this  monumental  change  that’s 
taken  place,  as  it  was  the  day  that  he  fash¬ 
ioned  the  compromises  between  very 
strong  European  leaders  and  the  leaders  of 
North  America. 

Go  look  at  it.  Look  at  what  we  thought 
then,  we  collectively  thought  then  was  best 
for  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  economy  or 
whatever,  and  I  think  you’ll  find  enormous 
relevance  even  though  these  tremendous 
changes  have  taken  place. 

Now,  as  he  said,  we’re  going  to  fine-tune 
it.  We’re  going  to  step  up  attention  to 
urgent  humanitarian  assistance  for  food. 
There’s  other  things  we  can  do.  But  what 
he  fashioned  there — and  we  all  would  like 
to  now  take  credit  for  it  because  it  appears 
to  be  right  on  target— what  happened  there 
was  very,  very  relevant  today  when  you 
look  at  the  kinds  of  assistance  they  really 
need.  And  you  hear  what  Mr.  Yavlinsky  says 
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yesterday  or  the  day  before,  and  then  lay 
that  down  against  the  agenda  that  Prime 
Minister  Major  sorted  out  and  led  us  to 
reach  agreement  on,  and  you’ll  find  that 
this  program  is  very  sensible. 

So,  we’ll  do  our  part  in  the  West.  But  as 
for  the  United  States,  I  am  not  going  to  be 
jumping  into  the  middle  of  what’s  going  on. 
Leave  that  to  the  editorialists.  Leave  that  to 
the  Sunday  talk  shows.  Don’t  leave  it  to  the 
policymakers  and  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
United  States.  If  we  see  something  that  we 
think  takes  them  off  this  track  toward  de¬ 
mocracy,  freedom,  openness,  reform,  well 
speak  up  on  it.  But  when  you  have  internal 
things  going  on  of  the  nature  you  asked 
about,  I  really  think  it  would  be  counterpro¬ 
ductive  for  each  country  to  weigh  in  and 
tell  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  strong 
leaders  how  to  do  things  or  to  tell  the  Re¬ 
publics  exactly  how  they  ought  to  do  their 
business. 

They  know  where  the  principles  of  the 
U.S.  are  and  the  principles  of  the  U.K.,  and 
we’re  not  departing  from  them.  If  we  see 
something  against  them,  well  have  that  to 
say.  But  I  am  not  going  to  comment  on 
every  personnel  change  or  every  comment 
by  one  leader  or  another  as  they  sort  out 
these  enormously  complex  problems  from 
inside. 

Prime  Minister  Major  has  the  last  one. 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  was  just  reflecting 
that  if  commentators  in  the  Soviet  Union 
asked  the  Soviets  to  comment  on  every  po¬ 
litical  exchange  in  the  United  Kingdom  be¬ 
tween  political  parties  and  political  person¬ 


alities,  they’d  be  jolly  busy.  I  think  they’d 
answer  as  the  President  did.  We’re  wise  to 
keep  out  of  it. 

The  President.  He  has  one  more  question 
because  we  said  we’d  do  an  even  number. 
So,  has  somebody  got  a  question  for  the 
Prime  Minister?  Fine.  I’m  out.  I’m  out  of 
here. 

Bush-Major  Discussions 

Q.  In  your  discussions  with  the  President, 
did  you  manage  to  get  off  the  Soviet  Union 
and  onto  the  rest  of  your  forthcoming  trip, 
which  will  cover  China  and  Hong  Kong? 
And  has  the  President  given  you  any  assur¬ 
ances  of  help  with  the  problem  of  the  boat 
people  because  it  will  require  a  nod  and 
wink  from  the  United  States  before  the  Vi¬ 
etnamese  are  willing  to  accept  the  idea  of 
internationally  managed  centers? 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  haven’t  finished 
our  discussions.  We’re  going  to  have  lunch 
together.  We’ve  got  some  more  things  to 
talk  about.  We’ve  touched  on  China.  We’ve 
touched  on  GATT.  We’ve  touched  on  a 
number  of  matters.  But  we  haven’t  con¬ 
cluded  our  talks.  There  are  issues  like  that 
still  to  be  talked  about. 

The  President  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President's  101st  news  conference 
began  at  12:08  p.m.  at  his  home  on  Walk¬ 
er's  Point.  In  the  news  conference,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  were  referred  to:  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Major's  wife,  Norma,  and  daughter, 
Elizabeth;  Representative  Les  Aspin  of  Wis¬ 
consin ;  and  Grigory  Yavlinsky,  a  Soviet 
economist 


The  President’s  News  Conference  in  Kennebunkport,  Maine 
September  2,  1991 


The  President.  Nearly  2  weeks  ago,  the 
world  watched  with  fascination  the  courage 
of  the  Soviet  people  in  foiling  a  cynical 
coup,  a  coup  that,  thank  God,  failed.  We’ve 
marveled  since  at  their  efforts  to  build  a 
new  and  democratic  future.  Major  changes 
are  now  taking  place  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
not  the  least  of  which  is  the  establishment 
of  new  arrangements  between  the  Repub¬ 


lics  and  the  central  government. 

While  we  await  the  final  outcome,  I  wel¬ 
come  President  Gorbachev’s  support  for  the 
concept  that  the  Republics  will  be  free  to 
determine  their  own  future.  This  new  “ten- 
plus-one”  agreement  speaks  eloquently  to 
that.  This  is  a  watershed  in  Soviet  political 
thinking,  equal  to  the  dramatic  movements 
toward  democracy  and  market  economies 
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that  we  are  witnessing  in  the  Republics 
themselves.  The  United  States  strongly  sup¬ 
ports  these  efforts. 

The  Baltic  peoples  of  Estonia,  Latvia,  and 
Lithuania  and  their  democratically  elected 
governments  have  declared  their  independ¬ 
ence  and  are  moving  now  to  control  their 
own  national  territories  and  their  own  desti¬ 
nies.  The  United  States  has  always  support¬ 
ed  the  independence  of  the  Baltic  States 
and  is  now  prepared  immediately  to  estab¬ 
lish  diplomatic  relations  with  their  govern¬ 
ments.  The  United  States  is  also  prepared  to 
do  whatever  it  can  to  assist  in  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  current  process  of  making  Baltic 
independence  a  factual  reality.  To  facilitate 
this,  I  will  be  sending  the  Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Kamman,  to  the  Bal¬ 
tics. 

We  also  understand  the  enormous  chal¬ 
lenges  that  lie  ahead  for  the  Soviet  people 
in  meeting  their  own  food  and  energy 
needs  particularly  and  beginning  true  eco¬ 
nomic  reform.  Therefore,  I’m  sending 
Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Crowder 
with  an  experts’  mission  to  survey  with 
Soviet  and  Republic  officials  their  critical 
food  requirements  for  the  coming  winter, 
particularly  in  those  Republics  that  are 
likely  to  be  in  the  greatest  need. 

And  in  a  month  a  Presidential  mission  led 
by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ed  Madigan 
will  bring  a  delegation  of  senior  private 
sector  and  Government  officials  to  the 
U.S.S.R.  to  seek  solutions  to  a  winter  food 
problem,  if  we  determine  that  one  exists, 
and  to  continue  our  long-term  efforts  to 
help  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Soviet 
people  resolve  problems  in  food  distribu¬ 
tion. 

I’ve  also  asked  Secretary  of  State  Jim 
Baker  and  our  AID  Administrator,  Mr.  Ros- 
kens,  to  work  with  Project  HOPE  to  aug¬ 
ment  and  extend  my  Presidential  initiative 
on  medical  assistance  to  the  U.S.S.R. 
through  the  end  of  1992. 

We  intend  to  work  closely  with  Soviet 
and  Republic  officials  in  both  of  these  ef¬ 
forts.  This  morning  I  talked  to  the  President 
of  Estonia  and  of  Latvia,  as  I  did  to  Mr. 
Landsbergis  of  Lithuania  a  couple  of  days 
ago,  to  tell  him  of  this  official  position  now 
being  taken  by  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica. 


Now,  I’ll  be  glad  to  take  just  a  few  ques¬ 
tions.  Terry  [Terence  Hunt,  Associated 
Press]. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  does  today’s 
action  signify  to  the  independence  move¬ 
ments  of  the  other  Republics?  Does  it  offer 
the  guarantee  that  when  they  declare  their 
independence,  that  the  United  States  will 
also  recognize  them? 

The  President  What  we’ll  do  is  look  at 
each  case  on  a  case-by-case  basis.  But  I 
think  more  important  than  what  we  might 
do  down  the  road  is  what  apparently  is  hap¬ 
pening  there  in  agreement  between  the 
center  and  the  Republics,  and  that  is  that 
each  shall  determine  its  own  future. 

The  Baltics,  of  course,  are  quite  different. 
We  never,  as  you  know,  recognized  their 
incorporation  in  the  first  place.  So,  there 
are  some  technical  difficulties  as  we  go 
along,  but  I  think  this  is  very  good  news 
that  they’re  willing  to  sort  it  out.  And  we’ll 
look  at  it,  obviously,  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 
We’ve  got  to  know  first  what  kind  of  rela¬ 
tionship  these  Republics  want  to  have  with 
the  center  before  we  can  jump  way  ahead 
and  say  what  we’re  going  to  do  in  each 
case. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  delayed  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  Baltic  countries,  we’re  given  to  un¬ 
derstand,  because  of  the  role  of  the  United 
States  as  a  superpower  and  because  of  your 
desire  not  to  undercut  Mikhail  Gorbachev. 
What  are  the  criteria  now  that  you  have 
decided  this  is  the  time  to  do  this?  Have 
you  talked  with  someone  in  the  Soviet 
Union?  Are  you  satisfied  with  what  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Parliament  is  doing? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  it’s  all  moving 
in  the  right  direction.  I  thought  that  Gorba¬ 
chev’s  statement  yesterday,  for  example, 
which  was  heralded  around  the  world  as 
recognizing  the  right  of  the  Baltics  to  be 
free,  whether  that’s  a  proper  interpretation 
or  not,  that  was  a  good  statement.  And  we 
have  been  quietly  asserting  to  him  for  a 
long  time  that  the  best  thing  he  could  do  in 
terms  of  relationships  with  the  United 
States  is  to  free  the  Baltic  States.  And  we’ve 
been  working  hard  on  that.  And  so  it’s 
taken  me,  taking  a  final  decision,  3  or  4 
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more  days  than  somebody  else.  But  in  the 
sweep  of  history,  I  think  we  will  be  proved 
correct  in  taking  just  a  few  days  to  see  if  we 
can’t  effect  change  within  the  Soviet  Union, 
and  I’m  very  pleased  with  the  two  develop- 
ments  I’ve  talked  to  you  today  about. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  contact  with  senior 
Soviet  officials  about  this?  Has  this  been  co¬ 
ordinated  with  them  at  all? 

The  President  I’ve  been  in  touch  with 
Mr.  Gorbachev  two  or  three  times  since  my 
telephone  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  you’d  am¬ 
plify  a  bit  on  your  reaction  to  this  “ten-plus- 
one”  deal  that  Mr.  Gorbachev  seems  to  be 
working  out,  especially  in  light  of  some  of 
your  comments  last  week  and  those  of  your 
advisers,  and  the  interest  the  United  States 
has  in  there  being  a  Soviet  Union,  in  there 
being  a  central  government? 

The  President  Well,  I  can’t  help  you  at  all 
on  it  until  I  know  a  little  more  about  it, 
until  I  know  what  will  work  out  between 
them.  You  may  also  remember  that  last 
week  I  talked  about  the  need  for  them  to 
work  these  problems  out  without  dictation 
or  a  decree  every  day  from  the  United 
States,  I  think  it  is  very  early;  we  just  don’t 
know  the  details  of  it.  But  well  be  there, 
and  we  will  work  with  what  evolves. 

But  the  different  Republics  have  different 
relationships,  and  we  simply  at  this  point— I 
don’t  believe  there’s  anybody  that  knows 
enough  about  it  to  give  a  good,  definitive 
answer  to  your  very  good  question. 

Q.  I  wonder  if  at  some  point,  sir,  you  saw 
events  spinning  out  of  control,  that  at  some 
point  it  appeared  Mr.  Gorbachev  may  have 
been  out  of  it,  that  the  Soviet  Union  was 
going  away? 

The  President  I  don’t  feel  that.  I  think 
things  are  moving.  It’s  very  difficult  for 
them,  but  when  you  see  their  Congress 
meeting  as  it  is,  I  think  that’s  an  extraordi¬ 
narily  good  sign.  When  you  see  declarations 
that  the  center  and  the  President  of  the 
biggest  Republic  want  to  work  together, 
that’s  a  good  sign.  When  you  see  an  orderly 
process  being  worked  out  for  determining 
just  exactly  that,  the  relations  between  the 
Republic  and  the  center,  that’s  a  good  sign. 

So,  these  things  are  moving.  Again,  I 
don’t  want  to  underestimate  the  problems 
the  leaders  face  over  there,  but  I  really 


think  it’s  too  early  for  us  to  definitively 
comment  on  each  Republic,  what  the  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  United  States  are  going  to  be. 

It  is  very  clear  that  the  Baltics  are  differ¬ 
ent.  It’s  been  clear  all  along  that  we  were 
for  their  independence,  and  I  think  that 
this  step  that  I’ve  taken  today  will  have 
wide  support  around  the  world.  Clearly  in 
the  United  States  it’ll  have  very  strong  sup¬ 
port,  and  it’s  the  right  thing  to  do.  I’m 
pleased  that  at  least  there  seems  to  be  some 
recognition  coming  out  of  the  center  now 
that  this  is  a  proper  move. 

Q.  Will  it  not  be  simpler  for  the  United 
States,  sir,  to  be  conducting  foreign  policy, 
still,  with  a  central  government?  Are  you 
not  hoping  that  there’s  some  sort  of  central 
government  for  foreign  policy  and  arms 
control? 

The  President.  I  think  there’s  got  to  be 
some  government  with  which  the  United 
States  works  on  many  questions.  I  men¬ 
tioned  the  other  day  contractual  questions. 
You’ve  raised  the  question  here  of  further 
arms  control  agreements.  We’ve  got  to 
work  with  the  Soviet  Union  in  terms  of 
their  very  important  role  in  the  peace  proc¬ 
ess  in  the  Middle  East.  So,  we  will  continue 
to  deal  with  the  Foreign  Ministry,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  in  Moscow. 

But  as  these  other  Republics  come  front 
and  center,  we  then  must  determine  what 
their  role  will  be  and  how  they  can  help 
with  peace,  or  what  they’re  going  to  do 
about  distancing  themselves  from  the  last 
remaining  Communist  dictator  in  this  hemi¬ 
sphere.  I’m  talking  about  Fidel  Castro.  We 
heard  Boris  Yeltsin,  I  think,  properly,  say, 
“Look,  there’s  not  going  to  be  any  aid  from 
Russia,  from  the  Russian  Republic,  to 
Castro.”  That’s  good.  We’re  for  that  posi¬ 
tion.  We’d  like  to  hear  the  center  say  the 
same  thing.  So,  we’ve  got  to  deal  with 
who’s  there. 

There  are  some  very  important  questions 
that  transcend  internal  events  in  the  Soviet 
Union  as  far  as  we’re  concerned:  Afghani¬ 
stan,  Cuba,  Middle  East,  all  kinds  of  ques¬ 
tions  where  we  do  need  a  strong  partner,  a 
convincing  partner  to  deal  with.  But  as  this 
situation  evolves,  I  can’t  predict  for  you 
whether  it’ll  be  a  partner  or  a  bunch  of 
partners  or  what  it’s  going  to  be.  We  just 
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don’t  know  yet. 

Q.  On  the  issue  of  ambassadors  to  the 
Baltics,  would  there  be  one  ambassador  for 
the  region,  or  will  there  be  an  ambassador 
for  each  of  the  Baltics? 

The  President.  Well,  I  expect  that  since 
we  recognize  the  independence  and  the 
standing  of  each  of  these  States,  there  will 
be  separate  diplomatic  missions  for  each 
State.  We’re  getting  Secretary  Kamman  to 
go  over  there  and  take  a  look  at  all  of  that, 
talk  about  the  details,  as  other  countries  are 
now  doing.  But  no,  they  won’t  be  lumped 
in  as  kind  of  “the  Baltic  States.”  We  will  be 
looking  to  the  independence  of  each  State. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  the 
Middle  East.  Have  you  or  officials  in  your 
administration  had  conversations  with 
Soviet  officials?  What  is  the  prospect  for 
convening  a  peace  conference  in  October, 
as  you  had  hoped? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  know.  I  can’t 
give  you  the  prospect  of  that.  I  don’t  think 
it’s  been  adversely  affected  by  anything  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  however.  So,  the  ball  lies 
in  other  courts,  and  Jim  Baker  has  been  in 
touch  with  various  participants,  even 
though  he’s  been  away.  But  we’ve  been 
keeping  up  active  work  there,  and  I  would 
hope  that  we’d  be  able  to  go  forward  with  a 
peace  conference  that  the  entire  world 
wants  to  see  take  place. 

But  I  don’t  think  it’s  been  adversely  af¬ 
fected,  Gene  [Gene  Gibbons,  Reuter  News 
Service],  by  what’s  happened  inside  the 
Soviet  Union.  In  other  words,  I  see  no  force 
pulling  away,  whether  it’s  a  Republic  or  the 
center,  pulling  away  from  the  constructive 
role  the- Soviets  have  played  in  this. 

Q.  Will  Secretary  Baker  be  going  back  on 
a  sixth  trip,  sir?  There’s  some  talk - 

The  President.  Well,  I  expect  sometime, 
but  there  are  no  plans  for  it  right  now.  I 
talked  to  him,  I  guess  it  was  yesterday  or 
the  day  before,  but  that  was  not  discussed. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Do  you  see,  Mr.  President,  Gorbachev 
as  the  best  person  positioned  to  weld  the 
Republics  together  into  some  form  of  eco¬ 
nomic  union? 

The  President.  Well,  I  see  him  as  the 


President  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  will  be  dealt  with  with  respect. 
People  know  how  I  feel  about  him,  and  he’s 
in  an  extraordinarily  difficult  position  now. 
He  has  had  our  support.  He  will  continue  to 
have  our  support.  Policy  isn’t  based  on  per¬ 
sonality;  it’s  based  on  who  you’re  dealing 
with. 

The  fact  that  I  happen  to  think  that  he’s 
done  an  awful  lot  for  the  world  is  out  there 
for  all  to  see.  I  think  everybody  in  the  G-7 
and  EC  and  all  these  groupings  share  my 
respect  for  what  has  been  done.  Take  a  look 
at  Eastern  Europe;  there’s  a  good  place  to 
start.  Take  a  look  at  this  hemisphere  where 
we’ve  had  cooperation,  or  Angola  or  many 
other  things.  That’s  there.  That’s  on  the 
record.  Now,  how  we  move  forward,  I’ll 
deal  with  him  and  with  respect  and  with  a 
certain  degree  of  recognition  that  we  look 
at  some  of  these  problems,  foreign  policy 
problems,  eye  to  eye.  How  it  evolves  inside 
the  Soviet  Union,  I  once  again  say  that’s 
their  business. 

Q.  Did  he  send  any  communications  at  all 
to  you  requesting  that  you  delay  your  an¬ 
nouncement  on  the  Baltic  States? 

The  President.  Put  it  this  way:  Without 
going  into  the  confidentiality  of  any  com¬ 
munications,  I  think  the  fact  •  that  we  have 
waited  until  now  is  not  only  understood  but 
very  much  appreciated  by  him  and  hopeful¬ 
ly  by  others  in  the  Soviet  Union.  I  like  to 
think  that  some  of  these  positive  statements 
might,  perhaps  indirectly,  but  might  be  a 
result  of  a  policy  of  taking  a  day  or  two 
more,  not  being  stampeded  into  something 
the  whole  world  knew  we  were  going  to  do 
in  the  first  place.  And  I’ve  made  sure  that 
President  Landsbergis  and  the  others  un¬ 
derstand  this  because  I  wouldn’t  want  to 
send  a  signal  to  them  that  we  were  weaken¬ 
ing  in  our  desire  to  have  them  free. 

But  when  history  is  written,  nobody  is 
going  to  remember  that  we  took  48  hours 
more  than  Iceland  or  whoever  else  it  is.  But 
what’s  going  to  be  remembered  is  what, 
happens,  how  does  it  work  out.  And  that’s 
what  we’re  interested  in,  is  seeing  the 
Baltic  States  quickly  get  their  independence 
and  the  freedom  that  they’ve  long  aspired 
to.  And  I  think  there  was  quite  a  bit  of 
understanding  amongst  the  Baltic  leaders  of 
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the  position  of  the  United  States  once  I 
made  clear  to  them  that  we  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  see  this  recognition  go  forward. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  refinements  are 
made  necessary  now  by  the  events  of  the 
last  2  weeks  on  the  new  world  order  in 
particular  and  U.S.  foreign  policy  in  gener¬ 
al? 

The  President  The  first  part  of  the  ques¬ 
tion? 

Q.  What  refinements  do  you  find  neces¬ 
sary? 

The  President  Well,  again  I  think  we 
have  to  wait  and  see  what  evolves  inside 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  Soviet  Union  is 
facing  enormously  difficult  problems,  obvi¬ 
ously,  on  the  economic  front.  But  I’m  confi¬ 
dent  that  all  of  the  developments  there 
which  have  an  underpinning  of  freedom, 
the  desire  for  independence,  for  self-deter¬ 
mination,  all  of  those  things  work  in  favor 
of  what  I  referred  to  as  a  new  world  order. 
It  really  could  be  described  as  democracy 
on  the  move. 

Now,  some  have  a  long  way  to  go  before 
democracy  is  perfected.  But  I  think  as  we 
see  this  evolution,  it  is  clearly  a  recognition 
that  others,  too,  want  to  participate  in  this 
new  world  order.  They  want  self-determi¬ 
nation;  they  want  the  independence;  they 
want  the  strength  that  freedom  and  democ¬ 
racy  give  them.  All  of  that’s  very,  very  ex¬ 
citing.  And  I  think  the  world,  I  think  histo¬ 
ry  will  write  this  month  down  as  one  of  the 
most  important  turning  points  towards  a 
genuine  new  world  order,  and  certainly  a 
turning  point  towards  freedom  and  democ¬ 
racy.  There’s  no  question  about  that.  It’s 
been  monumental. 

Defense  Budget 

Q.  Would  you  project  large  cuts  in  the 
defense  budget,  for  example,  though? 

The  President  No.  I  wouldn’t  predict 
large  cuts  in  the  defense  budget.  As  we’ve 
said,  when  we  sent  a  sound  defense  budget 
to  the  Hill,  the  United  States  must  be 
ready. 

The  last  need  for  a  strong  defense  and 
show  of  muscle  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  except  we  got  their  coopera¬ 
tion.  And  I’m  talking  about  what  we  were 
talking  about  a  year  ago:  Would  we  have  to 
use  force  to  turn  back  aggression?  And  it 


was  only  the  United  States  that  could  take 
this  leadership  role.  It’s  only  the  United 
States  that  had  the  credibility.  It’s  only  the 
United  States,  in  my  view,  that  single-han¬ 
dedly  could  express  the  will  to  go  in  there 
and  do  what  we  did,  because  we  have  such 
a  disproportionate  responsibility  for  the 
kind  of  military  action  in  pursuit  of  freedom 
and  against  aggression  that  exists. 

So,  I  think  we’ve  got  to  guard  against  the 
siren’s  call,  “Now  is  the  time  to  slash  de¬ 
fense  spending.”  I  was  standing  here,  how 
many  days  ago  was  it,  somebody  remind 
me,  8  or  9,  when  some  people  were  saying, 
“Well,  we  ought  to  reverse  out  the  defense 
cuts  and  add  to  our  defense.  Look  what’s 
happening  in  downtown  Moscow  this 
minute.”  And  you  heard  that  call  go  up. 
And  so,  we’ve  got  a  good,  sound  defense 
program.  And  if  there’s  ways  that  we  can 
save  money  in  defense,  I’ll  be  right  out 
front.  I’ve  told  the  American  people  we’re 
going  to  do  it,  and  we  have  done  it.  We 
have  cut  defense.  But  I’m  not  going  to  cut 
into  the  muscle  of  defense  of  this  country  in 
a  kind  of  an  instant  sense  of  budgetary 
gratification  so  that  we  can  go  over  and 
help  somebody  when  the  needs  aren’t  clear 
and  when  we  have  requirements  that  tran¬ 
scend  historic  concerns  about  the  Soviet 
Union. 

What  I  hope  is  that,  out  of  all  of  these 
changes  in  the  Soviet  Union,  we’ll  see  some 
recognition  that  we’re  not  their  enemy,  and 
they’ll  stop  aiming  missiles  at  the  United 
States  of  America.  They’ll  stop  deploying 
new  weapons  systems.  They’ll  stop  spend¬ 
ing  billions  of  rubles  on  modernization  of 
defense  systems.  When  we  see  that,  then 
we’ll  be  there.  And  when  our  friends  in 
Europe  tell  us  that  there’s  no  threat  at  all  of 
any  kind  to  their  borders  from  anybody, 
why,  then  we’ll  take  a  look.  But  I’m  not 
going  to  be  stampeded  into  what  I  would 
think  of  is  kind  of  some  mood  of  euphoria 
that  misleads  the  American  people  about 
the  national  security  interests  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

Demonstrations  at  Kennebunkport 

Q.  On  a  slightly  different  subject,  the 
AIDS  activists  who  were  demonstrating  out 
here  yesterday  basically  took  your  sugges- 
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tion.  They  were  very  orderly,  very  calm, 
and  not  as  extreme  as  they  sometimes  have 
been.  I  wonder,  did  their  message  reach 
you  at  all,  move  you  at  all? 

The  President  Well,  would  you  rephrase 
the  message  for  me?  Were  spending  $4  bil¬ 
lion  a  year  on  AIDS  research.  When  you 
consider  that  on  a  per  capita  basis  com¬ 
pared  to  heart  disease  or  cancer,  it’s  an 
awful  lot.  It’s  far  more.  So,  what  was  the 
message? 

Q.  The  message  is  that  you’re  not  acting 
strong  enough;  there’s  not  enough  leader¬ 
ship;  there’s  not  a  coordinated,  comprehen¬ 
sive  program.  They’re  looking  for  some¬ 
thing  at  the  Cabinet  level,  a  lot  of  better 
coordination  between  the  agencies.  They’re 
looking  for  needle  programs  that  can  be 
federally  funded,  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  President  I’m  not  in  favor  of  federal¬ 
ly  funding  needle  programs.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  most  efficient  and  effective  research 
possible.  I’m  in  favor  of  compassion.  I’m  in 
favor  of  behavioral  change.  Here’s  a  disease 
where  you  can  control  its  spread  by  your 
own  personal  behavior.  You  can’t  do  that  in 
cancer.  Well,  to  some  degree  some  might 
argue  you  can  in  heart  disease  if  you  run 
and  stay  fit. 

So,  if  the  message  is  compassion,  I  got  it 
loud  and  clear.  If  the  message  is  research,  I 
would  say  please  talk  to  Dr.  Fauci  and 
others  at  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
who  will  tell  you  that  we’re  doing  pretty 
well  in  funding  of  research,  and  we’ve  got 
the  best  scientists  in  the  world.  And  I  think 
there’s  more  optimism  in  this  community 
now,  the  scientific  community,  than  there 
has  ever  been. 

To  the  degree  the  message  hit  some  little 
merchant  in  Kennebunkport  on  the  best 
weekend  possible  and  caused  that  person  to 
close  his  doors,  I  got  that  part  of  it  and 
didn’t  like  it.  To  the  degree  they  stayed 
within  the  law  and  weren’t  arrested,  I  sup¬ 
port  that  kind  of  First  Amendment  demon¬ 
stration.  You  know  why  they  were  here, 
and  I  know  why  they  were  here.  They  were 
here  because  you  all  are  here.  They  were 
here  because  they  could  get  disproportion¬ 
ate  television  coverage  and,  to  some 
degree,  print  coverage  because  the  Presi¬ 
dent  happened  to  be  at  his  ancestral  home, 
and  I  understand  that. 


There’s  another  demonstration  going  on 
today,  and  I’ll  listen  for  the  message.  I  think 
it  has  to  do  that  we  shouldn’t  use  nuclear 
power.  They  don’t  need  to  demonstrate  be¬ 
cause  I  think  we  should  use  nuclear  power. 
It’s  clean,  and  it’s  been  safe,  and  we’ve  got 
good  science  on  that. 

Then  you  had  a  demonstration  last  week. 
That  was  the  one  I  was  concerned  about. 
Because  some  of  the  demonstrators,  not 
those  that  were  the  organizers  and  the  offi¬ 
cial  paid  organizers,  but  those  who  legiti¬ 
mately  were  out  of  work.  That  one  hit 
home  because  when  a  family  is  out  of  work, 
that’s  one  I  care  very  much  about. 

So,  we’ve  had  several  of  these  demonstra¬ 
tions,  and  on  each  one  I  listen  about  it  and 
get,  I  guess  you  might  say,  get  the  message. 
Sometimes  I  agree  with  it,  and  sometimes  I 
don’t.  I  was  elected  President  to  do  what  I 
think  is  best,  and  I  learn  from  listening,  but 
I  don’t  learn  from  some  of  the  excesses  that 
take  place,  whether  it’s  in  front  of  an  abor¬ 
tion  clinic  or  whether  it’s  throwing  blood  or 
interrupting  somebody’s  right  to  be  heard. 

So,  I  hope  I  got  some  message  out  of  all 
of  this,  and  I’ve  tried  to  define  it  for  you. 

Baltic  States 

Q.  Sir,  you  called  for  the  Baltics  to 
become  independent  as  soon  as  possible. 
Gorbachev  in  his  public  statement  seemed 
very  vague  about  how  cumbersome  this 
constitutional  process  will  be,  how  long  it 
will  take.  Has  he  given  you  any  assurances 
in  private  about  some  of  the  practical  and 
legal  dynamics  or  complications  at  work 
here? 

The  President  Not  in  the  last  couple  of 
weeks,  Norm  [Norm  Sandler,  United  Press 
International],  but  I’ve  been  into  that  with 
him  in  great  detail  in  terms  of  what  he  sees 
as  the  constitutional  constraints,  if  you  will. 
In  spite  of  all  that,  my  urging  is,  to  anybody 
with  authority  in  the  Soviet  Union,  is*.  Turn 
the  Baltics  loose  now,  free,  clear.  And  yes, 
there’s  going  to  have  to  be  some  negotia¬ 
tion  between  the  center  and  between  the 
States  because  there’s  an  overlapping  of  re¬ 
source  responsibility:  where  does  the 
energy  come  from;  how  do  the  steel  im¬ 
ports  go  from  one  of  the  Baltics  into  the 
center.  There’s  control  of  one’s  own  terri- 


1105 


Sept.  2  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


tory. 

One  of  the  things  that  we  have  felt  was 
necessary  before  full  recognition  has  been 
control  of  the  territory.  And  yet,  as  you  see 
these  Soviet  troops  leaving  and  you  hear 
statements  out  of  the  Soviet  Union  that  give 
you  encouragement,  then  we  feel  that 
they’re  much  better  positioned  to  control 
their  own  territory  totally. 

There  are  still,  as  you  point  out,  some 
details  to  be  worked  out  however. 

Q.  Do  you  think  and  do  you  think  he 
thinks  at  this  point  that  this  is  a  fait  accom¬ 
pli,  that  this  is  going  to  happen  and  prob¬ 
ably  sooner  rather  than  later? 

The  President.  I  have  nothing  that  would 
be  definitive  on  that  for  you,  nothing  that 
would  cause  me  to  make  such  a  statement 
about  what  he  thinks. 

Q.  What  about  your  belief  in  the  matter? 

The  President  Well,  my  belief  is  that  it’s 
inexorable,  this  quest  for  freedom  and  inde¬ 
pendence  on  the  part  of  the  Baltics,  it’s 
going  to  be  a  fait  accompli.  And  it’s  pretty 
close  to  it  now  with  the  recognition  of  these 
different  States  and  with  the  statements  out 
of  Moscow.  But  no,  I  don’t  think  that  proc¬ 
ess  can  be  reversed  if  that’s  your  question. 

Last  two.  Two  hands  up. 

Civil  Conflicts 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there’s  already  some 
trouble  between  Armenia  and  Azerbaijan. 
There’s  some  trouble  in  Moldavia.  Are  you 
concerned  about  what  is  brewing  in  the  Re¬ 
publics  between  the  different  nationalities, 
and  is  there  any  role  the  U.S.  can  play  in 
solving  this? 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  much  of  a 
role.  Again,  as  I’ve  said  over  and  over  again, 
many  of  these  complex  questions  steeped  in 
history  are  going  to  have  to  be  resolved  by 
the  parties  themselves. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  plans,  sir,  moving 
south  a  little  bit,  to  offer  any  kind  of  recog¬ 
nition  to  any  of  the  Yugoslavian  States? 
Some  of  the  European  countries  have  sug¬ 
gested  that  if  the  fighting  continues  they 
would  recognize  Croatia  and  Slovenia  as 
separate  states.  Is  the  U.S.  taking  any  kind 
of  policy  position  there? 

The  President.  No,  we’re  not  there  yet. 


Baltic  States 

Q.  How  about  economic  aid  to  the  Bal¬ 
tics,  Mr.  President?  Now  that  you’re  recog¬ 
nizing  their  independence,  these  countries 
are  going  to  have  a  hard  time  economically. 
Are  you  going  to  step  in  with  some  money? 

The  President.  I  think  it’s  a  little  prema¬ 
ture  to  say  what  we  will  or  won’t  do.  I’m 
sending  somebody  over  there  to  survey  the 
scene.  We’ll  be  in  close  touch  with  these 
leaders. 

There’s  an  awful  lot  of  people  who  want 
aid  and  are  entitled  to  aid.  We  are  limited 
in  what  we  can  do.  I’m  not  about  to  forget 
Eastern  Europe.  It’s  all  very  exciting  what’s 
happening  in  the  Baltic  States  and  in  the 
Republics  and  in  Moscow.  But  it’s  also  very 
important  that  Czechoslovakia  and  Hungary 
and  Poland  succeed.  And  we  have  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  them  in  terms  of  aid.  And  I’m 
not  about  to  forget  it.  And  so  we’ve  got  to 
sort  all  of  this  out.  But  clearly  we  will  be  in 
a  listening  mode,  and  hopefully  we  can  be 
constructive  partners  as  these  countries 
move  towards  the  independence  they  so 
richly  deserve  and  achieve  the  independ¬ 
ence  they  so  richly  deserve. 

Thank  you  all  very  much.  End  of  press 
conference  nine  for  the  summer  vacation, 
not  counting  any  questions  on  the  golf 
course.  Is  that  right,  Marlin?  I  want  to  be 
sure  I’m  factually  correct,  yes. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  That’s  right,  sir.  Yes,  sir. 

The  President.  Take  that  down,  please  ev¬ 
erybody.  Note  it.  It’s  a  very  interesting  his¬ 
torical  fact,  along  with  the  changes. 

And  I  will  say  this  in  the  end  of  this:  I 
know,  there’s  nothing  like  off-the-record  at 
an  official  press  conference,  but  I  think, 
given  the  monumental  events  that  have 
taken  place — and  I  don’t  want  this  to  be 
gratuitous  because  if  I  say  something  nice 
everybody  out  there  is  going  to  have  to  say 
something  ugly  to  show  they’re  not  cap¬ 
tives — I  think  you  all  have  been  most  un¬ 
derstanding.  We’re  up  against  extraordinary 
events.  You  have  been  relentless  in  shout¬ 
ing  about  it  and  asking  me  to  respond,  and 
I  understand  it. 

But  on  balance,  we’ve  had  a  good  rest  up 
here,  and  we  have  not  been  unduly  in¬ 
fringed  on  in  any  way  by  outside  or  certain¬ 
ly  by  those  who  are  with  us  here.  And  I  go 


1106 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Sept  3 


back  with  a  fresh  perspective.  Yes,  I  caught 
no  fish  in  the  river  today — [ laughter ] — but 
just  the  quiet  out  there  and  the  fact  that 
people  understand  that  when  one's  on  vaca¬ 
tion  that’s  the  way  it  is  from  time  to  time 
means  a  great  deal  to  me  and  to  my  entire 
family. 

Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President’s  102d  news  conference 
began  at  10:05  a.m.  at  his  home  on  Walk¬ 
er’s  Point  In  the  news  conference,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  were  referred  to:  Curtis 


Kamman,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  European  and  Canadian  Affairs; 
Richard  T.  Crowder,  Under  Secretary  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  for  International  Affairs  and 
Commodity  Programs;  Ronald  W.  Roskens, 
Director  of  the  United  States  International 
Development  Cooperation  Agency;  Presi¬ 
dent  Arnold  Ruutel  of  Estonia ;  President 
Anatolijs  Gorbunovs  of  Latvia ;  President 
Vytautus  Landsbergis  of  Lithuania ;  and 
Anthony  Fauci,  Director  of  the  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institutes  of  Health  in  Bethesda,  MD. 


Message  on  the  Observance  of  Labor  Day 
September  2,  1991 


Each  year,  we  Americans  set  aside  the 
first  Monday  of  September  to  commemo¬ 
rate  Labor  Day.  On  this  occasion  we  cele¬ 
brate  the  achievements  of  our  Nation’s 
workers.  It  is  the  sweat,  toil,  and  ingenuity 
of  individual  Americans  that  have  insured 
the  success  of  our  great  experiment  in  self- 
government. 

The  United  States  is  the  country  that 
works.  We  lead  the  way  in  building,  innova¬ 
tion  and  technology.  We’ve  put  men  and 
women  into  space,  and  we’ve  walked  on 
the  Moon.  Our  farmers  feed  millions  of 
people  here  at  home  and  throughout  the 
world,  and  our  engineers  and  scientists 
have  helped  to  usher  in  the  computer  age. 
We  have  built  a  free,  strong,  and  prosper¬ 
ous  Republic,  one  that  is  serving  as  a  model 
for  emerging  democracies  around  the 
globe.  Indeed,  many  U.S.  labor  organiza¬ 
tions  are  helping  to  provide  technical  assist¬ 


ance,  training,  and  other  forms  of  aid  to 
these  countries. 

We’ve  done  much,  but  our  task  will  never 
truly  be  done  because  it  is  in  the  American 
spirit  to  reach  higher,  to  do  better.  That  is 
why  we  are  engaged  in  a  concerted  effort 
to  restore  excellence  to  the  Nation’s  schools. 
Our  America  2000  strategy  will  help  to 
ensure  that  our  Nation’s  workers  have  the 
knowledge  and  skills,  including  the  techni¬ 
cal  skills  that  are  needed  to  enjoy  full,  pro¬ 
ductive  lives  in  our  increasingly  competi¬ 
tive  world. 

This  Labor  Day,  as  we  consider  all  that 
we  have  accomplished,  let  us  rededicate 
ourselves  to  achieving  the  goals  that  still  lie 
ahead.  Let  us  continue  to  show  the  world 
how  a  free  society  works  for  its  people.  And 
let  us  remember  that  each  of  us,  regardless 
of  our  occupation,  has  the  power  to  contrib¬ 
ute  to  a  better  America,  a  better  world. 


Remarks  to  Students  and  Faculty  of  the  Lewiston  Comprehensive 


High  School  in  Lewiston,  Maine 
September  3,  1991 

Thank  you  so  much  for  that  welcome 
back.  Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Oh, 
such  a  nice  welcome.  Thank  you.  And 
thank  you,  Governor  McKernan,  for  that 


warm  introduction.  May '  I  salute  Maine’s 
Senator,  Senator  Cohen,  to  whom  I  look  for 
leadership  and  counsel  on  so  many  issues. 
And  also  to  Congresswoman  Olympia 
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Snowe,  your  Congresswoman,  our  friend, 
Barbara’s  and  mine,  the  wife  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  a  high  achiever  in  her  own  right  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It’s  a  pleasure  to 
be  sharing  the  podium,  the  dais  here,  with 
both  of  them. 

It’s  my  pleasure  to  welcome  all  of  you 
back  to  school.  [Laughter]  I  know  there  are 
some  mixed  emotions  about  that,  but  never¬ 
theless.  [Laughter]  I’m  going  back  to  Wash¬ 
ington  today,  and  I  must  say  with  mixed 
feelings  because  we’ve  had  a  fantastic  time 
over  on  the  coast  at  Kennebunkport. 

I’m  especially  pleased,  though,  to  be  here 
to  help  my  good  friend,  my  trusted  friend 
Governor  McKernan  kick  off  Maine  2000 
which,  as  he  said,  is  our  crusade  for  excel¬ 
lence  in  education.  And  also  I’m  very 
pleased  to  share  the  stage  with  other  offi¬ 
cials  here,  your  mayor,  the  superintendent, 
the  marvelous  band.  It’s  pretty  hard  to,  on 
short  notice,  whip  up  “Hail  to  the  Chief’ 
and  do  it  as  well  as  this  crowd  did  over 
here.  And  I’m  very  grateful  to  them.  And  I 
want  to  thank  the  superintendent  and  this 
morning’s  host,  Principal  Sykes  of  Lewiston 
Comprehensive  High  School  and  Principal 
Susan  Martin  of  Farwell  Elementary  where 
we  just  came  from. 

This  is  familiar  country  for  Barbara  and 
me.  You  remember:  I’m  the  one  that  gets 
needled  from  having  so  many  homes  in  my 
past,  in  our  past.  It  was  in  this  city,  in 
Lewiston,  that  we  first  learned  that  Frank¬ 
lin  Delano  Roosevelt  had  died  back  in  1945. 
And  that’s  when  I  was  living  here  briefly. 
That’s  when  I  was  flying  torpedo-bombers 
out  of  what  was  then  the  Lewiston-Auburn 
Naval  Air  Station.  And  so  I  say,  it’s  nice  to 
be  back  in  one  of  my  hometowns.  Thank 
you  very  much. 

Let  me  say  to  our  very  able  Secretary  of 
Education  from  whom  you  heard  a  minute 
ago,  Lamar  Alexander:  I  promise  that  I  will 
keep  up  with  my  computer  lessons,  but  I’ll 
need  a  little  more  time  to  write  my  report 
on  “what  I  did  on  my  summer  vacation.” 
[Laughter]  And  if  you  think  mine’s  a  tough 
assignment,  how  about  President  Gorba¬ 
chev,  what  he  did  on  his  summer  vacation. 
[Laughter] 

Bar  and  I  were  talking  on  the  way  over 
here  because  we  both  remember  our  own 
kids  going  off  to  school  many  years  ago. 


See,  we  were  at  the  elementary  school 
here,  and  the  kids  coming  in  with  their  par¬ 
ents.  And  I  asked  the  kids,  “Well,  are  you  a 
little  nervous?”  And  some  would  say,  “Yes.” 
Then  there  would  be  a  confident  guy  that, 
“No,  no,  everything’s  under  control.”  But  it 
reminded  us  both  of  our  own  kids  going  off 
to  school  many  years  ago.  Now  those  kids 
are  grown,  and  we  watch  the  grandkids,  10 
of  them,  start  a  new  school  year  just  like 
each  of  you  behind  me  that  are  starting  this 
school  year. 

And  when  you’re  growing  up,  the  new 
year  doesn’t  begin  January  1st.  It  starts 
today.  I  saw  that  this  morning  at  Farwell. 
And  still,  some  or  those  kindergarteners 
seemed  disappointed  that  I  didn’t  bring 
along  Arnold  Schwarzenegger,  the  “kinder¬ 
garten  cop” — [laughter] — who  I  might  say, 
parenthetically,  as  your  teachers  involve 
themselves  in  education,  you’ve  got  some 
coaches  out  there  that  recognize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  physical  fitness.  And  Arnold  is 
doing  a  first-class  job  nationwide  as  head  of 
our  Council  on  Fitness.  And  as  Lamar  Alex¬ 
ander  knows,  these  things  go  together. 
They  go  hand-in-hand. 

Parents  operate  on  a  school  calendar. 
Each  new  school  year  wipes  the  slate  as 
clean  as  an  unused  blackboard.  And  we  em¬ 
brace  the  eternal  hope  that,  this  year,  our 
children  will  come  home  with  straight 
“A’s.”  Education  and  expectation:  The  two 
go  hand-in-hand. 

And  your  world,  the  whole  world,  trem¬ 
bles  with  new  possibilities.  One  day,  we 
scratch  out  our  thoughts  with  paper  and 
pen;  the  next,  it  seems,  we  use  computers 
and  laser  printers.  One  day,  the  Soviet 
Union,  bellicose  and  threatening,  stares  at 
us  from  across  the  sea.  But  in  a  single  dra¬ 
matic  week,  we  saw  70  years  of  history 
swept  away.  With  the  dizzying  changes  that 
surround  us,  history  books  and  atlases  seem 
to  have  a  shorter  shelf  life  than  milk. 
[Laughter]  This  is  our  world,  an  exciting 
world.  And  if  we  are  to  thrive  in  it,  we 
must  understand  history  and  geography, 
math  and  science,  the  great  books  and  the 
great  thoughts  they  contain.  When  chal¬ 
lenges  confront  us,  we  must  have  what  it 
takes  to  act. 

I’m  sure  you  all  feel  the  opening-day  jit- 
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ters  that  come  with  each  day,  each  school 
year,  opening  day  in  each  school  year.  But 
it’s  not  just  the  students.  Everyone  must 
retain  that  sense  of  expectation,  that  feeling 
that  the  school  doors  open  a  new  world  of 
possibility  for  all  of  us. 

To  put  it  in  broad  perspective,  the  battle 
for  the  future  begins  right  here.  Not  in 
Washington,  DC,  not  in  Congress,  right 
here.  The  ringing  school  bell  sounds  an 
alarm,  a  warning  to  all  of  us  who  care  about 
the  state  of  American  education.  Only  if  we 
educate  our  sons  and  daughters  well,  will 
they  enjoy  the  blessings  that  we  simply  take 
for  granted. 

Every  day  brings  new  evidence  of  crisis. 
Last  week,  we  learned  that  SAT  scores  have 
fallen  again.  Scores  on  the  verbal  SAT  have 
tumbled  to  the  lowest  level  ever.  And  these 
numbers  tell  us  our  schools  are  in  trouble. 

But  before  we  point  fingers,  assign  blame, 
how  many  of  us  demand  more  of  our  chil¬ 
dren,  ourselves,  our  schools?  Survey  after 
survey  suggests  too  many  parents  and  stu¬ 
dents  remain  unconcerned,  unconvinced 
that  the  state  of  their  own  schools  should 
worry  them. 

Sure  they  know  something  is  wrong.  Ask 
them  to  grade  the  Nation’s  schools,  and  not 
even  one-fourth  will  give  American  schools 
an  “A”  or  a  “B”.  But  you  ask  them  to  grade 
their  own  schools,  and  you  get  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  answer.  Three-fourths  grade  their 
schools  as  good,  even  excellent. 

We  seem  to  think  the  crisis  in  American 
education  plagues  some  other  city  or  State, 
or  some  other  school  across  town,  anywhere 
except  our  school.  Some  of  us  just  don’t 
want  to  ask  tough  questions  and  risk  anger¬ 
ing  teachers  and  administrators.  We  seem 
to  believe  that  while  everything  else  in  the 
world  changes,  our  schools  shouldn’t.  What 
was  good  enough  for  us  should  be  good 
enough  for  our  kids. 

And  the  truth  is,  all  our  children  are  at 
risk.  All  of  us  share  responsibility  for  the 
state  of  every  school  and  each  individual 
student,  here  in  Lewiston  and  in  a  hundred 
thousand  schools  in  cities  and  towns  all 
across  our  great  country.  If  our  schools  fail 
us,  we  can’t  blame  Washington.  We  can’t 
blame  Augusta.  We  must  blame  ourselves 
for  betraying  our  children. 

If  our  own  history  and  the  recent  events 


in  the  Communist  world  teach  us  anything, 
they  teach  us  that  competition  breeds  ex¬ 
cellence.  The  same  holds  true  for  education. 
That’s  why  I  and  a  majority  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  favor  choice  in  education.  If  we 
want  better  schools,  we  should  set  off  a 
competition  for  the  best  schools.  Get  every¬ 
one  involved  in  the  struggle,  and  every 
school  will  improve.  For  far  too  long,  we’ve 
sheltered  our  schools  from  healthy  competi¬ 
tion,  and  our  children  have  paid  the  price. 
There’s  another  benefit  of  choice  of  course. 
Wealthy  families  already  enjoy  choice.  Poor 
families  do  not.  Now,  if  we  want  to  extend 
opportunity  and  improve  education,  we 
should  give  parents  the  power  to  choose 
their  children’s  schools,  public  or  private, 
and  watch  our  schools  compete  to  be  the 
very  best. 

Almost  2  years  ago,  this  Nation’s  Gover¬ 
nors,  all  the  Governors,  and  I  worked  to¬ 
gether  at  a  fantastic  meeting  at  Charlottes¬ 
ville.  And  we  established  six  ambitious  na¬ 
tional  education  goals,  goals  posted  today 
right  here  on  the  walls  of  this  gym.  In  April, 
I  announced  America  2000,  a  national  edu¬ 
cation  strategy  to  move  us  forward,  commu¬ 
nity  by  community,  toward  those  goals. 

By  the  year  2000,  we  pledged  to  raise 
this  Nation’s  graduation  rate  to  at  least  90 
percent.  Right  here  your  teachers  and  your 
superintendents  and  your  principals  have 
done  a  good  job,  because  in  the  past  4 
years,  Lewiston  High  has  cut  its  dropout 
rate  in  half.  And  you’ve  earned  the  right  to 
be  proud.  But  before  you  get  too  relaxed 
about  that  and  get  too  comfortable,  keep  in 
mind  that  even  at  last  year’s  lower  rate,  4 
years  from  now,  more  than  60  of  the  fresh¬ 
men  seated  behind  me  will  not  be  walking 
across  that  Civic  Center  stage  to  get  their 
diploma. 

By  the  year  2000,  we’ve  challenged  our¬ 
selves  to  become  first  in  the  world  in  math 
and  science.  And  right  now,  we  stand  12th 
in  the  world  in  math  and  science,  dead  last 
among  the  industrialized  nations.  Ranking 
first  means  more  than  engaging  in  some 
kind  of  intellectual  Olympics.  Where  we 
rank  in  the  world  matters  here,  and  it 
should  matter  to  you.  Look  at  Lewiston:  For 
most  of  its  history,  Lewiston’s  been  a  mill 
town  producing  textiles  and  shoes.  But 
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times  change.  Mayor  Howaniec  tells  me 
L.L.  Bean  has  located  its  new  telemarketing 
center  in  Lewiston.  And  today,  the  town’s 
traditional  industries  account  for  only  7  per¬ 
cent  of  the  local  economy.  Increasingly,  the 
mothers  and  fathers  of  this  freshman  class 
here  now  work  in  new  companies  employ¬ 
ing  new  technologies.  And  some  have  even 
branched  off,  entrepreneurs,  started  small 
businesses  of  their  own. 

And  still,  we  can’t  be  content  to  educate 
our  children  with  today’s  businesses  in 
mind.  By  the  time  our  kids  graduate  from 
high  school  or  college  or  graduate  school, 
new  industries  will  have  sprouted  up.  Our 
economy  will  demand  new  skills  twinned 
with  old-fashioned  values  of  hard  work  and 
a  determination  to  become  the  best  that 
each  of  us  can  be. 

This  country  was  built  by  generations  of 
Americans  with  strong  backs  and  the  will  to 
work  from  sunup  to  sundown.  As  citizens  of 
the  next  century,  today’s  ninth  graders  will 
have  to  use  their  minds  to  push  forward  the 
technological  revolution  transforming  the 
entire  world.  The  pioneers  of  the  next 
American  century  must  blaze  new  sorts  of 
trails.  They  must  explore  the  far  corners  of 
a  future  governed  as  much  by  microwaves 
and  lasers  as  by  coal  or  steel.  Our  minds 
have  become  our  greatest  natural  resource, 
and  the  key  to  our  Nation’s  success  in  the 
global  marketplace  lies  with  that  old  treas¬ 
ure,  Yankee  ingenuity. 

But  let’s  face  it,  we  won’t  make  progress 
if  we  don’t  know  where  we  stand.  Maine 
has  taken  a  leadership  role  on  this  one.  But 
by  the  year  2000,  we  must  call  on  students 
at  grades  4,  8,  and  12  to  demonstrate  their 
competence  in  5  core  subjects.  We’ll  have 
the  first  of  these  American  achievement 
tests  in  place  for  the  year  1993  to  ’94,  in 
that  school  year.  Each  State  must  develop 
its  own  means  of  measuring  progress,  its 
own  report  card,  and  share  the  results.  And 
that’s  crucial.  We  can’t  afford  to  treat  our 
children’s  success  or  failure  as  if  it  were  a 
State  secret.  Each  student  and  every  parent 
deserves  to  know  whether  they  and  their 
schools  measure  up  to  world-class  standards. 

School  performance  lags  in  part  because 
we  ask  our  teachers  to  do  so  much  more 
than  teach.  We  expect  them  to  act  as  social 
workers  and  psychologists  and  family  coun¬ 


selors.  I  might  add  here,  Barbara  and  I 
worry  about  the  disintegration  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  family.  Every  kid  ought  to  have  some¬ 
body  that  knows  his  name,  cares  about  him. 
But  it  often  falls  to  the  role  of  the  teacher 
to  love  that  kid,  hug  that  kid.  The  teachers 
do  an  awful  lot. 

At  the  same  time,  we  ask  too  little  of  our 
students.  We  shy  away  from  demanding  ex¬ 
cellence  and  accountability.  As  a  Nation,  we 
sometimes  seem  more  worried  about  how 
our  students  feel  than  what  they  learn.  And 
that’s  got  to  change.  Graduation  means 
more  than  a  diploma.  Our  kids  deserve  an 
education. 

And  the  only  way  that  this  will  happen  is 
if  all  of  us,  all  of  us,  teachers,  students,  par¬ 
ents,  and  communities,  join  in  this  national 
crusade  for  excellence  in  education.  Funda¬ 
mentally,  that’s  what  America  2000,  Maine 
2000  is  all  about. 

Our  first  three  goals  raise  expectations 
and  measure  results.  Our  last  three  goals 
complete  the  challenge:  By  the  year  2000, 
every  American  child  should  start  school 
ready  to  learn.  Every  American  adult 
should  be  literate.  And  every  American 
school  must  be  free  from  drugs  and  vio¬ 
lence. 

I  saw  a  bus  as  we  drove  over  to  the  ele¬ 
mentary  school  advocating  Head  Start.  And 
here  in  Lewiston,  some  of  today’s  new 
freshmen  participated  in  Head  Start,  a 
proven  program  that  I’ve  urged  Congress 
to  open  up  to  thousands  more  preschool 
children.  In  the  battle  against  illegal  drugs, 
Lewiston  schools  have  taken  the  lead.  I 
can’t  tell  you  how  exciting  it  was  to  see  the 
D.A.R.E.,  D-A-R-E,  kids  out  there  at  the 
elementary  school.  And  there  are  other 
drug  prevention  programs,  beginning  in  el¬ 
ementary  school.  You’ve  taken  the  lead. 
And  tonight,  I’m  told  that  right  here  at 
Lewiston  High,  a  new  school  year  begins 
for  adults  learning  how  to  read,  studying  for 
their  GED,  living  proof  that  it  is  never  too 
late  to  learn. 

So  far,  I’ve  spoken  about  our  schools, 
about  the  revolution  in  American  education 
that  must  take  place  within  these  walls.  But 
the  revolution  can  neither  begin  nor  end 
here.  Let  me  use  a  “word  problem”  to 
show  you  why.  Assume  that  a  child  goes  to 
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school  from  kindergarten  to  12th  grade, 
and  never  misses  a  day.  Subtract  summers 
and  weekends,  all  the  hours  before  and 
after  school.  How  much  time  do  our  chil¬ 
dren  spend  in  classrooms? 

The  answer  may  surprise  you.  It  is  9  per¬ 
cent;  one-eleventh  of  their  time.  They 
spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  elsewhere,  at 
home,  playing  with  friends,  or  in  some 
shopping  mall. 

But  what  happens  in  that  91  percent 
makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world.  We 
cannot  blame  the  schools  alone  for  that 
dismal  decline  in  SAT  verbal  scores.  Your 
teachers  are  working  hard.  The  drop  shows 
that  we  haven’t  taken  the  time  to  read  to 
our  kids,  to  talk  with  them,  to  teach  them 
the  art  of  communication,  how  to  think, 
how  to  write,  how  to  speak  clearly. 

What  happens  at  home  really  matters. 
And  when  our  kids  come  home  from  school, 
do  they  pick  up  a  book,  or  do  they  sit  glued 
to  the  tube  watching  music  videos?  Parents, 
don’t  make  the  mistake  of  thinking  your 
kids  only  learn  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  You 
are  and  always  will  be  their  first  teachers. 

Here’s  another  shocking  number.  Chil¬ 
dren  in  one  study  said  the  average  parent 
spends  just  15  minutes  a  day,  15  minutes,  in 
conversation  with  them.  Most  people  spend 
that  much  time  on  coffee  break. 

The  freshmen  here  today  may  think 
they’re  a  bit  old  to  have  their  homework 
checked.  And  maybe  as  parents,  certainly 
this  President  will  admit,  we  can’t  keep  up 
with  the  latest  in  computer  technology.  But 
that  doesn’t  mean  we  can’t  help.  The  class 
of  ’95  is  old  enough  to  sit  down,  to  watch 
the  evening  news,  talk  with  their  parents 
about  what’s  going  on  in  the  world,  to  take 
interests,  opinions,  and  ideas  seriously. 

But  the  future  of  American  education  de¬ 
pends  on  more  than  what  happens  in  the 
classroom  or  around  the  kitchen  table.  Ask 
yourselves:  In  our  communities,  do  we 
value  education  and  intellect?  In  the  work¬ 
ing  world,  do  we  reward  employees  who  go 
back  to  school,  who  learn  new  skills?  Every 
member  of  the  community  must  play  a  role 
in  this  revolution. 

And  so  parents,  don’t  be  a  stranger  to 
your  child’s  school.  Visit  the  classroom.  Talk 
to  the  principal.  Get  to  know  those  teach¬ 
ers.  Make  it  your  business  to  find  out 


whether  your  child’s  school  is  drug-free. 
And  talk  to  your  school  board  about  school 
choice,  about  the  curriculum,  about  ways  to 
put  your  schools  to  use  year  round.  But  you 
don’t  have  to  have  kids  in  school  to  have  a 
stake  in  what  happens  in  the  classroom.  For 
the  older  folks  among  us,  don’t  complain 
about  “kids  today”  or  that  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  “isn’t  what  it  used  to  be.”  Get  active 
in  the  community.  Go  into  your  schools.  See 
what  you  can  do  to  help  some  kid  or  help 
your  community. 

And  the  same  goes  for  local  business  lead¬ 
ers.  Get  involved,  not  just  in  word  but  in 
deed.  Think  of  it  as  community  service, 
giving  something  back  to  this  wonderful 
community,  to  the  community  your  compa¬ 
ny  calls  home.  Or  think  of  it  in  terms  of  just 
plain  sound  business,  cultivating  the  kind  of 
future  employees  your  company  needs  in 
order  to  keep  ahead.  But  above  all,  act.  Do 
something.  Enlist  in  this  great  crusade.  And 
that  really  is  the  idea  behind  what  we  call 
America  2000  communities,  States,  cities, 
and  towns  that  recognize  the  school  as  the 
living  center  of  the  community. 

Today,  the  revolution  has  begun,  in  Colo¬ 
rado,  Oregon,  in  Tulsa,  and  in  Memphis. 
And  today  I’m  proud  to  say,  right  here  in 
Lewiston  and  in  every  corner  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  it’s  begun.  Together,  we  must 
ignite  a  renaissance  in  American  education, 
a  revolution  that  will  make  this  Nation 
every  bit  the  leader  in  the  century  ahead 
that  it  has  been  since  1776. 

Once  again,  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  you 
for  this  warm  welcome,  as  all  across  this 
country  we  begin  another  school  year.  And 
may  God  bless  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:50  a.m.  in 
the  school  gymnasium.  In  his  remarks ,  he 
referred  to  James  Howaniec,  mayor  of 
Lewiston;  Robert  Conners,  superintendent 
of  schools;  Richard  Sykes,  principal  of 
Lewiston  Comprehensive  High  School;  and 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger,  Chairman  of  the 
President’s  Council  on  Physical  Fitness  and 
Sports.  Prior  to  his  remarks,  the  President 
met  with  students  and  faculty  at  Farwell 
Elementary  School. 


1111 


Sept.  4  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Cabinet  Meeting 
September  4,  1991 


Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  know  the  con¬ 
servatives  were  going  to  use  personality  at¬ 
tacks  in  their  Thomas  ads? 

The  President  We’re  not  going  to  take 
questions,  but  on  that  one  I  will  simply  say 
that  the  White  House  properly  and  vigor¬ 
ously  spoke  out  against  the  ad.  I  think  I’d 
be  very  careful  about  saying  “the  conserv¬ 
atives,”  you  know,  in  the  kind  of  broad  con¬ 
text.  But  there  was  one  ad  that  was  offen¬ 
sive,  and  it  was  promptly  and  quickly  con¬ 
demned.  It  doesn’t  help  in  my  view.  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas  himself  spoke  on  that  and 
spoke  very  clearly  on  that.  So,  you  see  these 
things  from  time  to  time  that  are  totally 
counterproductive  on  all  sides  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  spectrum.  That  one  was  not  a  good  ad. 

Q.  Would  you  urge  them  to  not  run  it? 

The  President  Yes,  I’d  urge  them  to  not 
run  it. 

Q.  Are  you  afraid  that  there  may  be  some 
repercussions  because  of  that? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  the  case  for 
Clarence  Thomas  is  so  strong  that  it’s  not 
going  to  be  determined  by  an  ad  from  the 
left,  a  group  speaking  out  from  the  left,  and 
plenty  of  them  have,  political  left  in  this 
country,  nor  an  ill-chosen  ad  from  the  right. 
The  case  is  too  good  for  him.  So,  I  don’t 


have  that  fear,  but  I  just  don’t  think  it  con¬ 
tributes.  If  the  hope  was  to  contribute 
something  positive  to  his  confirmation,  in 
my  view  that’s  not  the  way  you  go  about  it. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  was  their  motiva¬ 
tion? 

The  President  I’m  not  in  the  analysis 
business.  We’re  trying  to  have  a  Cabinet 
meeting,  but  I  can  understand  your  interest 
in  all  of  that.  But  thank  you  very  much. 

Cabinet  Meeting 

Q.  What  are  you  going  to  talk  about  at 
the  Cabinet  meeting? 

The  President  Well,  we’re  going  to  talk 
about  the  Soviet  Union;  the  domestic 
agenda;  the  America  2000  and  how  every¬ 
one  here  will  pitch  in  on  that  with  a  lot  of 
enthusiasm — that’s  our  educational  pro¬ 
gram;  the  budget,  1993.  And  then  we’ll 
have  what  they  call  a  general  discussion. 
That’s  item  six  here.  [Laughter]  We’ve  got  a 
lot  scheduled — take  20  minutes. 

Q.  Are  you  sending  Baker  to  Moscow? 

The  President  He  will  be  available  to  re¬ 
spond  for  his  travels.  [Laughter] 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:04  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
the  exchange ,  the  President  referred  to  Sec - 
retary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III. 


Remarks  During  the  America  2000  Conference  Call 
September  4,  1991 


Secretary  Alexander.  Good  morning  and 
welcome  to  everyone  around  the  Nation  lis¬ 
tening  in  on  the  America  2000  daily  confer¬ 
ence  call.  This  is  Secretary  of  Education 
Lamar  Alexander  in  Washington,  DC. 

This  is  our  first  America  2000  daily  con¬ 
ference  call.  It  helps  us  enable  Americans 
changing  our  education  system  to  share 
their  progress  with  one  another.  Today 
we’re  enormously  honored  to  have  with  us 
President  Bush,  who  yesterday  helped  Gov¬ 


ernor  McKernan  kick  off  Maine  2000,  part 
of  the  President’s  and  the  Governors’  State- 
by-State  strategy  to  reach  the  six  national 
education  goals. 

Good  morning,  Mr.  President,  and  thank 
you  very  much  for  being  here. 

The  President.  Listen,  I’m  delighted  to  be 
here  and  delighted  to  be  on  the  line  not 
only  with  you.  Secretary,  but  with  Gover¬ 
nor  Don  Schaefer  and  with  Governor  Jock 
McKernan.  And  yes,  we  did  have  a  good 
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day  yesterday  in  Maine  as  Maine  kicked  off 
its  Maine  2000.  We  were  in  Lewiston.  A  lot 
of  discussion  with  teachers,  family,  a  little 
emphasis  on  how  family  can  participate 
more. 

And  Governor  McKernan,  Jock,  maybe 
you’d  want  to  pitch  in  now  because  I 
thought  it  was  a  very  worthwhile  day. 

Governor  McKernan.  Well,  Mr.  President, 
I  want  to  thank  you  for  everything  you’ve 
done  to  keep  education  on  the  front 
burner.  I  can  tell  you  that  your  appearance 
in  Lewiston  and  the  America  2000  and  now 
Maine  2000  effort  is  going  to  be  the  shot  in 
the  arm  that  I  think  we  need  if  we  are 
really  going  to  continue  the  momentum  to 
meet  the  national  education  goals  that  have 
been  determined  by  you  and  your  office 
and  the  Governors,  starting  with  that  histor¬ 
ic  summit  in  Charlottesville. 

I  can  tell  you  that  when  the  first  assess¬ 
ment  of  how  the  Nation  is  doing  comes  out 
on  September  30th,  that  in  order  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  momentum  going,  we  intend  to  have 
Maine  Education  Day  on  October  1st  to  dis¬ 
cuss  exactly  what  the  meaning  is  of  the  re¬ 
sults  that  we’ve  found.  And  I  am  convinced 
the  only  way  that  we’re  going  to  be  success¬ 
ful  in  doing  what  I  know  you  believe  has  to 
be  done  in  education  is  with  your  involve¬ 
ment. 

So,  I  just  want  to  say  to  you  that  we 
certainly  appreciated  your  being  here  in 
Maine.  Everyone  is,  even  today,  still  so  ex¬ 
cited  about  it,  and  they  believe  that  you 
really  are  the  Education  President. 

The  President.  We’re  going  to  stay  with 
this.  Thanks,  Jock.  Now  here’s  Lamar  again. 

Secretary  Alexander.  Thanks,  Jock.  Yester¬ 
day  was  a  great  day. 

Mr.  President,  you  know  there  are  other 
States,  maybe  a  dozen  others,  that  are  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  launch  their  efforts  to  meet 
the  national  education  goals.  One  of  them  is 
Maryland,  and  Governor  Don  Schaefer  is  on 
the  line  from  Annapolis. 

Governor  Schaefer.  Well,  Lamar,  thank 
you  very  much.  I’m  very  honored  to  be  on 
with  you  and  the  President.  Tomorrow  we 
have  a  great  honor:  Mrs.  Bush  is  coming  to 
help  us  at  Worthington  Elementary  School 
in  Ellicott  City  to  kick  off  Maryland’s  2000. 
So,  we’re  pretty  good,  too. 

You  said  something,  Mr.  President,  I 


liked,  that  we  must  blame  ourselves  for  bad 
schools  and  not  point  the  finger  at  everyone 
else.  And  I  think  it  actually  starts  in  the 
family,  if  we  can  get  the  parents  really, 
really  involved  in  education,  and  if  we  can 
support  the  teachers,  and  we  put  some 
more  money  in. 

As  you  know,  I’ve  supported  your  goals. 
And  I’ve  taken  two  of  your  goals  as  my  own 
personal  goals,  that  is,  making  schools  drug 
free  and  preparing  all  children  for  schools 
before  they  start  in.  I  think  that’s  very  im¬ 
portant.  Give  them  at  least  an  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  when  they  do  enter  school,  that  ev¬ 
eryone  starts  equal. 

And  we  are  going  to,  of  course,  on  No¬ 
vember  12th  issue  a  report  card  for  every 
Maryland  school  showing  performance.  One 
of  the  things  that  we  want  to  do  and — 
we’ve  had  Schools  for  Success,  we’re  in  our 
second  year — and  our  goals  are:  Make 
schools  more  accountable;  improve  student 
performance;  and  of  course,  make  students 
more  prepared  when  they  get  out  into  the 
job  market,  that  they’re  prepared  to  accept 
a  job. 

But  I  want  to  commend  you.  I  think  you 
are  doing  a  superb  job.  I  want  to  thank  you 
very  much  for  emphasis  on  education.  It 
really  means  an  awful  lot  to  all  of  us  to 
know  the  President  and  that  great  Secre¬ 
tary  you’ve  got  over  there  are  supporting 
us. 

The  President.  Well,  Don,  we’re  delighted 
you’re  involved.  I  might  say  to  those  who 
are  listening  that  might  not  be  as  familiar 
with  this  program,  that  we  are  totally  deter¬ 
mined  to  keep  this  on  a  nonpartisan  basis. 
We  have  to  do  that  in  order  to  succeed.  You 
and  I  have  talked  about  this — I  think  we 
touched  on  it  up  at  Camp  David  before 
Lamar  was  even  on  board — of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  family  involvement,  the  things  you 
mentioned  here,  certainly  the  drug-free 
aspect.  So,  I  just  wanted  to  pledge  to  you 
that  we’re  approaching  it  in  that  manner. 

Be  nice  to  my  wife  tomorrow  because  I 
don’t  want  her  coming  home  grumpy.  She’s 
your  campaign  manager  anyway,  so  treat 
her  with  care.  And  also,  I  know  some  of  our 
Secretaries  are  going  to  be  over  there,  I 
think  Lou  Sullivan  and  Jim  Watkins;  Bill 
Reilly.  So  you’ve  got  a  lot  of  our — Dave 
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Kearns  is  going — a  lot  of  our  first  team.  And 
so  we’re  looking  forward  to  this,  too.  Please, 
hang  in  there,  and  keep  up  your  leadership 
role.  We  need  you. 

Governor  Schaefer .  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  We  will.  And  I’m  glad  Mr.  Reilly’s 
coming.  He’s  done  a  great  job  in  the  envi¬ 
ronment.  He  gets  a  lot  of  criticism,  but  I 
think  he’s  coming  up  with  the  right  things 
on  a  lot  of  areas. 

Mrs.  Bush  is  a  great  goodwill  ambassador. 
I’ll  tell  you,  everyplace  she  goes  she  just 
spreads  joy  and  happiness.  And  people  have 
great  confidence  in  her.  So,  we’re  very 
pleased  that  she’s  coming  with  us. 

The  President.  Well,  she  was  with  us  with 
Jock  up  there  in  Maine  yesterday  too.  And  I 
felt  funny,  my  being  the  one  to  read  to  the 
kids,  because  she’s  been  doing  that  literally 
and  without  a  lot  of  PR  on  it  all  the  way,  all 
along  here  for  the  last  10  years  or  so.  So, 
she’ll  do  more.  And  I’d  say  to  you,  Jock,  or 
to  Don  and  others  that  may  be  listening, 
she  wants  to  give  her  time  to  this.  She’s 
committed.  And  so  call  on  her,  whether  it’s 
in  a  formal  thing  like  tomorrow’s  opening 
or  something  else,  because  really  this  is  her 
life.  This  is  her  commitment.  So - 

Governor  Schaefer.  You  know,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  she  did  that  in  Baltimore  City  a 
number  of  years  ago  when  you  were  Vice 
President.  She  came  to  Baltimore  City  on  a 
literacy  program,  and  people  just  liked  her 
then.  But  she  was  very  strong  on  literacy  at 
that  time. 

The  President  Great. 

Governor  McKernan.  Mr.  President,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  she  has  been  in  Maine,  as 
you  well  know,  helping  with  literacy  as 
well.  And  the  combination  of  both  of  you, 
as  I  said  yesterday,  really  does  give  a  shot  in 
the  arm  to  what  I  think  we  all  realize  is  so 
important,  and  that’s  lifelong  learning. 


I  thought  also  that  it  was  a  wonderful 
division  of  labor,  the  way  you  read  the  first 
part  of  that  story  to  those  kindergarten  kids 
and  you  let  her  read  the - 

The  President.  Big  words  in  there.  Now 
listen,  here’s  Lamar  to  close  this  thing  off. 
And  thank  you  all  very,  very  much  and 
everybody  else  that  tuned  in  here.  This  is 
the  first  of  what  will  be  many  such  confer¬ 
ence  calls,  and  I  hope  by  the  time  they’re 
all  finished  that  the  message  will  be  in 
every  corner  of  our  great  country. 

Now,  Lamar,  Secretary,  all  yours. 

Secretary  Alexander.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
President.  Thank  you,  Governors.  And  in 
addition  to  the  Cabinet  members  who  will 
be  with  Mrs.  Bush  tomorrow  in  Maryland, 
four  Cabinet  members,  Secretaries  Kemp 
and  Madigan  and  Lynn  Martin  from  Labor, 
Sam  Skinner  from  Transportation,  and  I  will 
be  going  to  Omaha  to  kick  off  Nebraska 
2000  and  Omaha  2000  with  Governor  Ben 
Nelson  and  Mayor  Morgan.  So  things  are 
moving. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President, 
Governor  McKernan,  Governor  Schaefer. 
The  American  2000  daily  conference  call 
happens  every  day  at  this  time,  Monday 
through  Friday.  I  hope  you’ll  listen  in  to¬ 
morrow  and  learn  more  about  Americans 
changing  schools,  community  by  communi¬ 
ty,  school  by  school. 

The  President.  Over  and  out,  and  many 
thanks. 

Governor  Schaefer.  Thank  you. 

Governor  McKernan.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:58  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  In 
these  remarks ,  the  following  persons  were 
referred  to:  David  T.  Kearns ,  Deputy  Secre- 
tary  of  Education;  and  P.J.  Morgan ,  mayor 
of  Omaha ,  NE. 


Appointment  of  Constance  Horner  as  Assistant  to  the  President  and 
Director  of  Presidential  Personnel 
September  4,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  the  ap-  to  the  President  and  Director  of  Presiden- 
pointment  of  Constance  Horner  as  Assistant  tial  Personnel  at  the  White  House.  She 


1114 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Sept  4 


would  succeed  Charles  Untermeyer. 

Since  1990  Mrs.  Horner  has  served  as 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services.  Prior  to  this, 
Mrs.  Horner  served  as  Director  of  the  U.S. 
Office  of  Personnel  Management,  1985- 
1990;  Associate  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget,  1983-1985;  Di¬ 
rector  of  VISTA  and  Acting  Associate  Di¬ 
rector  of  ACTION,  1982-1983;  and  Deputy 
Assistant  Director  for  Policy  and  Planning, 
1981-1982.  She  was  also  appointed  a 


member  of  the  Commission  on  White 
House  Fellowships  and  the  Commission  on 
Executive  Exchange. 

Mrs.  Horner  is  a  fellow  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Public  Administration.  She  re¬ 
ceived  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  English 
literature  from  the  University  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  and  a  master  of  arts  degree  from  the 
University  of  Chicago.  She  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1942,  in  Summit,  NJ.  She  is  married, 
has  two  children,  and  resides  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 


Nomination  of  Edward  Gibson  Lanpher  To  Be  United  States 
Ambassador  to  Zimbabwe 
September  4,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten- 
tion  to  nominate  Edward  Gibson  Lanpher, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  career 
member  of  the  Senior  Foreign  Service, 
Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to 
Zimbabwe.  He  would  succeed  J.  Steven 
Rhodes. 

Currently  Mr.  Lanpher  is  serving  as 
deputy  chief  of  mission  of  the  American 
Embassy,  Canberra,  Australia.  He  served  as 
Director  of  the  Office  of  Southern  African 


Affairs  at  the  Department  of  State,  1986- 
1989;  deputy  chief  of  mission  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Embassy,  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  1982- 
1986.  He  served  as  political  officer  in  the 
American  Embassy,  London,  1979-1982; 
legislative  management  officer  in  the  Office 
of  Congressional  Relations  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State,  1977-1979. 

Mr.  Lanpher  graduated  from  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  (B.A.,  1966).  He  was  born  December 
8,  1942,  in  Richmond,  VA.  He  is  married, 
has  three  children,  and  resides  in  Australia. 


Appointment  of  J.  French  Hill  as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President 
and  Executive  Secretary  to  the  Economic  Policy  Council 
September  4,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  J.  French  Hill,  of  Texas,  as 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Exec¬ 
utive  Secretary  to  the  Economic  Policy 
Council. 

Since  May  1989  Mr.  Hill  has  served  as 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  Corporate  Finance.  From  1984  to  1989, 
he  served  with  the  Mason  Best  Co.  and  was 
named  director  in  1988.  From  September 
1982  to  October  1984,  he  served  as  legisla¬ 
tive  assistant  to  U.S.  Senator  John  Tower 


and  as  assistant  to  the  chairman  on  a  sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Banking,  Housing,  and  Urban  Affairs.  From 
1979  to  1982,  Mr.  Hill  was  a  banking  officer 
for  Interfirst  Bank-Dallas  and  the  senior  fi¬ 
nancial  analyst  in  the  planning  and  invest¬ 
ment  group  for  the  bank’s  holding  compa¬ 
ny. 

Mr.  Hill  graduated  from  Vanderbilt  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1979  and  received  a  degree  in 
economics.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Martha  McKenzie  of  Dallas,  TX. 
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Nomination  of  John  F.W.  Rogers  To  Be  an  Under  Secretary  of  State 
September  4,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  John  F.W.  Rogers,  of  New 
York,  to  be  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Management.  He  would  succeed  Ivan  Selin. 

Currently  Mr.  Rogers  is  executive  vice 
president  for  operations  of  the  Oliver  Carr 
Company,  1988  to  present.  Prior  to  this, 
Mr.  Rogers  served  as  Assistant  Secretary  of 


the  Treasury  for  Management  (1985-1987) 
and  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Manage¬ 
ment  (1981-1985). 

Mr.  Rogers  graduated  from  George  Wash¬ 
ington  University  (B.A.,  1978).  Mr.  Rogers 
was  born  April  15,  1956,  in  Seneca  Falls, 
NY,  and  resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Statement  Announcing  the  Resignation  of  Paul  Coverdell  as 
Director  of  the  Peace  Corps 
September  4,  1991 


I  have  today  regretfully  accepted  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  Paul  Coverdell  as  Director  of 
the  Peace  Corps  of  the  United  States,  effec¬ 
tive  October  1,  1991. 

During  Paul’s  tenure  as  Director,  exciting 
things  have  happened  around  the  globe. 
The  Peace  Corps  entry  into  emerging  de¬ 
mocracies  around  the  world  has  been  an 
important  part  of  America’s  effort  to  assist 
newly  freed  people  everywhere.  I  am 
proud  of  the  fact  that  the  Peace  Corps  has 
sent  volunteers  to  more  new  countries 
during  the  last  2  years  than  during  the  pre¬ 
vious  two  decades.  I  join  the  people  of 
these  nations  in  thanking  him  and  the 
Peace  Corps  for  their  timely  and  able  assist¬ 
ance. 

I  am  also  proud  of  his  efforts  to  bring  to 
the  American  classroom  the  Peace  Corps’ 
knowledge  of  the  world  through  programs 
like  World  Wise  Schools  and  the  Peace 
Corps  Fellows /USA.  The  World  Wise 


Schools  program  has  exposed  over  60,000 
American  students  to  the  international  ex¬ 
periences  of  Peace  Corps  volunteers  sta¬ 
tioned  throughout  the  world.  The  Fellows/ 
USA  program  places  returned  Peace  Corps 
volunteers  in  at-risk  schools  while  they 
pursue  master’s  degrees  in  education,  bene¬ 
fiting  both  the  volunteers  and  the  students. 
These  programs  are  excellent  uses  of  the 
many  talents  of  current  and  returned  vol¬ 
unteers. 

I  salute  Paul’s  efforts  to  energize  the 
Peace  Corps  by  recruiting  a  wider  repre¬ 
sentation  of  volunteers  from  all  back¬ 
grounds  and  all  regions  of  the  country.  He 
has  worked  hard  to  use  his  private  sector 
experience  to  further  improve  the  Peace 
Corps  management  systems,  and  I  am 
grateful  for  his  dedicated  service  to  the 
Peace  Corps  and  to  this  country.  Both  Bar¬ 
bara  and  I  appreciate  Paul’s  friendship  and 
wish  Nancy  and  him  the  best. 


Message  on  the  Observance  of  Rosh  Hashanah,  1991 
September  5,  1991 


The  sounding  of  the  shofar  heralds  the 
new  year  5752  and  calls  Jews  everywhere 
to  examine  their  lives:  “Awake,  you  sleep¬ 
ers,  and  ponder  your  deeds;  remember  your 


Creator,  forsake  your  evil  ways,  and  return 
to  God!”  These  words  of  Maimonides  de¬ 
scribe  the  self-reflection  that  begins  on 
Rosh  Hashanah  and  continues  through  ten 
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days  of  penitence  to  Yom  Kippur.  To  pre¬ 
pare  for  this  concluding  Day  of  Atonement, 
the  faithful  seek  reconciliation  with  the  Al¬ 
mighty  and  reaffirm  their  commitment  to 
charity  and  goodness. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  High  Holy  Days,  I 
offer  best  wishes  to  American  Jews  and  to 
our  Jewish  friends  throughout  the  world. 
May  the  spirit  of  reconciliation  and  renewal 
that  characterizes  this  period  remind  all 
Americans  of  our  responsibilities  toward  our 
families,  friends,  and  neighbors.  May  it  also 


strengthen  our  mutual  commitment  to 
peace  among  nations.  Indeed,  as  the  eyes  of 
the  Diaspora  are  turned  to  Israel,  let  us 
pray  that  peoples  throughout  the  world 
might  be  reconciled  in  the  spirit  of  charity, 
forgiveness,  and  renewal. 

Barbara  joins  me  in  sending  our  best 
wishes  to  Jews  everywhere  for  the  year 
5752,  and  in  saying,  once  again,  L’Shana 
Tova  Tekateivu — may  you  be  inscribed  in 
the  Book  of  Life  for  a  good  year. 

George  Bush 


Statement  by  Deputy  Press  Secretary  Popadiuk  on  the  Cyprus 
Conflict 

September  6,  1991 


The  President  welcomes  U.N.  Secretary- 
General  Perez  de  Cuellar’s  statement  of 
September  5  regarding  prospects  for  a  high- 
level  meeting  this  month  on  the  Cyprus 
issue.  He  strongly  endorses  the  Secretary- 
General’s  aim  to  hold  such  a  meeting  to 
resolve  what  has  been  a  most  difficult  and 
stubborn  problem  between  good  friends  of 
the  United  States.  These  are  times  of  mo¬ 
mentous  change  and  also  times  of  great  op¬ 
portunity.  In  this  spirit,  the  Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral’s  announcement  reflects  the  fact  that 


all  of  the  parties  involved  realize  that  a  last¬ 
ing  settlement  may  be  within  their  grasp. 
Difficult  issues  remain.  The  President  en¬ 
courages  all  of  the  parties  to  continue  the 
hard  work  and  statesmanship  that  have 
brought  them  this  far  so  that  the  remaining 
obstacles  can  be  overcome.  The  United 
States  remains  in  close  contact  with  all  the 
parties  and  is  prepared  to  assist  the  Secre¬ 
tary-General  in  whatever  way  he  sees  fit  to 
help  ensure  the  success  of  this  endeavor. 


Remarks  to  the  National  Association  of  Towns  and  Townships 

September  6,  1991 


Please  be  seated,  and  thank  you,  Butch, 
for  that  introduction.  I  salute  the  president 
of  NATAT.  And  it’s  a  pleasure  to  have  this 
opportunity  to  address  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  and  all  the  members  or  many  of  the 
members,  those  of  you  here  today,  of  the 
National  Association  of  Towns  and  Town¬ 
ships.  I  love  that  town  meeting  concept.  At 
the  outset,  let  me  simply  thank  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  lovely  quilt  that 
was  left  for  me  here  in  the  holding  room. 
I’m  just  sorry  that  Barbara  is  not  here  to 
revel  in  it  already,  but  I  guarantee  you 
she’ll  see  it  when  I  get  back  to  the  White 


House.  [Laughter] 

You  know,  this  week  doesn’t  mark  the 
end  of  summer  just  for  schoolchildren 
across  the  country.  And  I’m  back  at  my 
desk,  too.  But  I  won’t  bore  you  with  a 
speech  titled  “What  I  did  on  my  summer 
vacation.”  [Laughter]  Okay  though,  I  will 
tell  you  my  reaction  when  I  received  a 
phone  call  on  August  19th  saying,  “It’s  a 
crisis!”  I  responded,  “Look,  I’ve  already 
heard  enough  about  Barbara’s  golf  game.” 
[Laughter]  Some  of  you  may  have  remem¬ 
bered  the  way  I  characterized  her  golf 
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game,  and  Fm  still  living  it  down.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

But  thank  you  for  giving  me  this  chance 
to  meet  with  you  today.  You  know,  Ike, 
President  Eisenhower,  talked  of  “the  great 
and  priceless  privilege  of  being  raised  in  a 
small  town.”  I  understand  some  of  that  be¬ 
cause  I,  too,  had  that  privilege.  The  towns 
of  my  youth  and  of  my  children’s  youth 
were  all  very  different  from  each  other, 
from  the  tree-lined  streets  of  Greenwich, 
Connecticut,  to  the  salt  air  of  little  Kenne- 
bunkport,  to  the  dusty  oil-patch  towns  of 
Odessa,  Texas,  and  Midland,  Texas.  But 
they  also  had  much  in  common,  the  same 
thing  that  I  think  this  meeting,  all  the 
people  here,  have  in  common.  Our  towns 
nurture  dreams,  and  they  nourish  values. 

Think  of  the  ideals  of  integrity,  hard 
work,  and  caring  for  others  instilled  in  a 
young  boy  growing  up  in  Pinpoint,  Georgia. 
Today,  that  man  stands  ready  to  serve  on 
the  highest  court  in  this  land.  Clarence 
Thomas  embodies  the  virtues  America  and 
all  her  towns  and  townships  hold  dear.  Just 
before  coming  over  here,  I  just  had  a  cup  of 
coffee  with  Clarence,  with  Judge  Thomas. 
And  I  am  more  convinced  than  ever  that  I 
have  appointed  the  right  man  for  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  And  I  expect  and  hope  that 
he  will  be  confirmed. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  here  with  people 
from  the  towns  that  really  form  this  Na¬ 
tion’s  backbone.  You  know  what  Thomas 
Jefferson  meant  when  he  said  American 
townships  “have  proved  themselves  the 
wisest  invention  ever  devised  by  the  wit  of 
man  for  the  perfect  exercise  of  self-govern¬ 
ment  and  its  preservation.” 

You  understand  the  problems  that  chal¬ 
lenge  our  country.  You  understand  them 
not  from  a  bureaucrat’s  safe  distance  but 
from  the  embattled  position  of  public  serv¬ 
ants  whose  neighbors  call  to  complain  about 
services  or  the  lack  thereof.  And  you  under¬ 
stand  the  real  basics  of  local  government, 
and  that’s  why  you  are  our  country’s  future 
and  our  country’s  hope. 

Our  domestic  policy  begins  with  you,  the 
people  of  this  land.  Here  in  Washington  and 
in  the  States,  politicians  and  officials  have 
learned  that  we  can’t  just  hurl  money  at 
problems.  We  take  enough  of  people’s 
money  as  it  is.  And  if  we  want  to  do  our 


jobs,  we  must  make  better  use  of  the  vast 
sums  already  at  our  disposal.  More  funda¬ 
mentally,  we  must  recognize  the  genius  of 
our  own  people.  And  we  must  trust  them 
and  trust  you  to  find  answers  that  do  good 
things  to  make  America  work.  We  must 
make  our  government  more  responsive, 
more  local.  And  we  must  learn  from  the 
real  professionals,  you,  the  NATAT  repre¬ 
sentatives.  You’re  the  voice  of  smalltown 
America. 

And  that’s  a  considerable  voice.  I’m  not 
sure  many  in  the  country  understand  this. 
That  is  a  considerable  voice,  of  course. 
Eight  of  ten,  eight  of  ten  governmental 
bodies  in  this  Nation  represent  communities 
with  5,000  or  fewer  residents.  And  you  will 
have  to  help  others.  The  examples  you  set 
will  help  teach  the  other  20  percent  how, 
in  these  difficult  times,  that  they  can  cope 
and  innovate  and  make  ends  meet. 

Your  strengths  begin  with  your  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  American  idea  of  civic  respon¬ 
sibility.  Many  of  you  are  part-time  officials, 
I’m  told,  volunteers.  And  you  give  your 
time  to  your  communities.  You  emphasize 
creativity  and  innovation,  what  folks  in  my 
birthplace  of  Milton,  Massachusetts,  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  old-fashioned  Yankee  ingenuity. 
And  sometimes  you  exhaust  your  ingenuity 
just  trying  to  escape  the  regulatory  hand¬ 
cuffs  that  are  placed  upon  you  by  Federal 
and  State  mandates. 

And  I  am  concerned  about  those  man¬ 
dates.  The  President  simply  can’t  wave  a 
wand,  given  our  Federal  system,  given  our 
system  of  Congress  and  the  executive 
branch,  can’t  wave  a  wand  to  correct  all 
these  things.  But  I  believe  strongly  in  the 
importance  of  cooperation  among  all  levels 
of  government.  Our  administration  also  re¬ 
mains  committed  to  the  commonsense  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Regulatory  Flexibility  Act, 
one  that  lets  you  use  your  own  common 
sense  to  solve  your  own  problems.  And  I 
will  direct  Federal  departments  and  agen¬ 
cies  to  follow  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
that  law. 

Speaking  of  creativity,  I  want  to  add  my 
congratulations  to  Bill  Herman  of  Weare, 
New  Hampshire.  Bill  won  your  Grassroots 
Government  Leadership  Award  by  produc¬ 
ing  ideas  for  cutting  costs  without  slashing 
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services.  Now,  maybe  I  should  call  on  him — 
[laughter] — I’d  like  him  to  help  me  solve 
one  big  problem,  because  when  I  asked  my 
staff  how  we  can  improve  our  crisis  man¬ 
agement,  they  said,  “How  about  a  calendar 
that  doesn’t  have  August  on  it?”  [Laughter] 
Think  back  a  year,  and  then  look  at  this 
August,  and  you’ll  know  what  I’m  talking 
about.  [Laughter] 

All  of  you  here  have  helped  develop 
public-private  partnerships,  a  crucial  con¬ 
cept  as  we  gear  up  for  the  unique  problems 
of  the  21st  century.  The  alliance  between 
your  National  Center  for  Small  Communi¬ 
ties  and  private  sector  sources  like  the  Kel¬ 
logg  Foundation  sets  an  example  for  others 
to  follow. 

Because  of  your  strengths,  your  successes, 
and  your  leadership,  today  I  ask  you  to  lead 
one  of  our  greatest  battles:  making  our  Na¬ 
tion’s  schools  the  world’s  best. 

You  know,  our  administration  introduced 
an  education  strategy  5  months  ago.  We  call 
it  America  2000,  and  it  involves  four  differ¬ 
ent  tracks:  accountable  schools  for  today — 
and  get  that  word  “accountable” — account¬ 
able  schools  for  today;  a  new  generation  of 
schools  for  tomorrow;  a  Nation  of  students 
committed  to  a  lifetime  of  education;  and 
fourth,  communities  where  learning  can 
happen. 

Now,  you  play  a  critical  role  in  making 
that  entire  strategy  work,  and  especially 
track  four:  building  communities  that  value, 
support,  encourage,  and  advance  education. 
It’s  no  coincidence  that  we  historically  have 
entrusted  this  fundamental  responsibility, 
education,  to  communities.  And  we  now 
call  upon  you  to  enlist  in  our  national  cru¬ 
sade  to  improve  education  community  by 
community. 

First,  let’s  adopt  the  education  goals  es¬ 
tablished  18  months  ago  following  that 
Charlottesville  education  summit  with  the 
Nation’s  Governors.  Then  you  can  begin  to 
develop  a  community  plan  to  reach  the 
goals,  to  design  a  report  card  to  measure 
your  progress,  and  to  create  your  own 
break-the-mold  school,  one  that  builds  upon 
your  unique  strengths  and  takes  into  ac¬ 
count  your  special  needs  and  circumstances. 

We’re  talking  about  a  revolution.  We’re 
talking  about  communities  literally  starting 
from  scratch  and  redesigning  schools  that 


can  cope  and  meet  these  broad  goals  that 
have  been  set  out.  It’s  not  going  to  be  done 
from  the  center.  The  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion  can  help,  State  education  associations 
can  help,  teachers’  unions  can  help,  but  it 
can’t  be  done  there.  It’s  got  to  be  done  at 
the  local  level.  And  as  we  immerse  our¬ 
selves  in  the  challenges  of  the  nineties,  our 
administration  also  will  look  to  you  for  lead¬ 
ership  in  other  areas. 

For  instance,  Congress  is  now  debating, 
or  will  soon  be  again  debating  the  5-year 
reauthorization  of  the  Nation’s  surface 
transportation  system.  Now,  we  need  your 
help  in  getting  a  system  that  spends  money 
to  address  needs  and  not  just  support  politi¬ 
cians’  careers.  We’ve  called  in  our  bill  for 
increased  investment  in  infrastructure. 
Some  think  spending  a  lot  of  money  is  the 
only  answer.  Not  so;  we  need  more  sensible 
programs.  More  than  half  of  all  congression- 
ally  mandated  transportation  projects  don’t 
even  show  up  on  State  priority  lists.  You 
might  like  some  of  the  programs  your 
Member  of  Congress  slips  into  legislation. 
But  in  the  end.  Congress  usurps  local  power 
for  its  own  purposes,  making  decisions  in 
Washington  that  affect  the  lives  and  the 
pocketbooks  of  people  in  Berea,  Kentucky, 
or  Mount  Wolf,  Pennsylvania. 

So,  if  Congress  sends  me  a  transportation 
bill  with  another  tax,  with  a  gasoline  tax  on 
it,  I’m  going  to  veto  it.  We  must  not  let 
Congress  raise  the  gas  tax  for  projects  that 
towns  don’t  even  need.  And  we  won’t  let  it 
raise  a  tax  that  will  do  nothing  except 
squeeze  the  local  economies  and  lighten  the 
workers’  already-thin  pocketbooks.  Now, 
our  highway  bill,  my  highway  bill,  will 
invest  in  infrastructure  without  raising  taxes 
or  busting  those  budget  caps,  meaningful 
controls  on  spending  now  placed  upon  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

We  believe  in  letting  communities  shape 
their  own  futures,  and  this  belief  lies  at  the 
heart  of  our  Community  Opportunity  Act. 
This  proposal  invites  communities  to  think 
of  new  ways  to  solve  old  problems,  and  it 
lets  all  of  us  adopt  a  more  flexible  approach 
to  domestic  social  programs.  You  see,  it  puts 
the  emphasis  on  results  and  not  on  proce¬ 
dures  cooked  up  back  here  in  Washington, 
DC.  After  all,  when  someone  wants  food  or 
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shelter  or  schooling,  what’s  more  important, 
the  service  or  the  Government  paperwork? 

And  this  commonsense  approach,  giving 
local  governments  greater  flexibility,  led  us 
to  propose  turning  over  $15  billion  in  so- 
called  Federal  money  to  the  States,  no 
strings  attached.  And  it  was  paid  for  under 
our  proposals.  This  initiative  will  give  deci¬ 
sion-making  power  to  the  people  whose 
lives  those  decisions  will  affect.  And  quite 
simply,  that’s  the  fundamental  principle  on 
which  our  administration  functions. 

This  turnover  proposal  and  the  act  itself 
grow  out  of  the  basic  assumption  that  gov¬ 
ernment  assistance  programs  should  lead 
people  to  self-sufficiency.  There’s  no  better 
way  to  do  this  than  by  rebuilding  those  pro¬ 
grams  from  the  bottom  up  based  on  plans 
developed  right  at  your  level,  right  at  the 
community  level. 

I  talked  about  Jefferson  earlier,  and  if  we 
want  to  remain  true  to  the  spirit  of  his  phi¬ 
losophy,  we  must  empower  communities  to 
control  their  own  futures.  Our  domestic 
policy  isn’t  a  spending  policy;  it’s  designed 
to  increase  personal  freedom  and  to 
produce  results,  not  just  a  lot  of  expensive 
rhetoric.  And  this  is  the  way  to  approach  all 
of  this  country’s  challenges.  It’s  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  opportunity,  and  it’s  essential  that 
we  get  it  enacted  and  in  use. 

So,  I  wanted  to  come  over  here  and 
thank  you,  the  leaders  of  this  organization, 
all  attending  this  conference,  for  your  work 
and  really  for  the  example  you  set  for  so 


much  of  America.  I  expect  it’s  hard  for 
some  of  you  to  realize  that  when  it’s  all  put 
together,  you  really  are  setting  an  example 
for  this  country.  Even  with  whatever  prob¬ 
lems  our  towns  may  face,  I  know  that  we’d 
all  agree  with  writer  Catherine  Sedgwick, 
who  loved  her  town  of  Stockbridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  And  someone  once  told  her  that 
she  spoke  about  Stockbridge  as  if  it  were 
heaven.  “Well,”  she  replied,  “I  expect  no 
very  violent  transition.”  [Laughter] 

So,  not  only  are  you  solving  problems,  but 
let  me  just  end  by  another  thing  that  is  on 
my  mind.  I  am  concerned  as  President  of 
this  country  about  the  pressures  on  family.  I 
am  concerned  as  I  see  family  values  subli¬ 
mated.  I  am  concerned  as  I  see  the  breakup 
of  many  families.  And  somehow  I  have  the 
feeling  that  you,  the  representatives  in 
NATAT,  understand  what  I’m  talking  about 
here.  I  think  you  in  your  work,  keeping  that 
government,  keeping  the  solutions  close  to 
the  people,  are  really  doing  something  con¬ 
structive  about  family  values,  about 
strengthening  family  in  these  times  when 
the  families  across  our  country  are  under  an 
awful  lot  of  strain. 

So,  good  luck  to  you,  all  of  you,  and  may 
God  bless  the  towns  to  which  you  return. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:05  a.m.  in 
the  Regency  Ballroom  of  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel,  Capitol  Hill.  In  his  remarks,  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  Lothar  “Butch”  Wolter,  Jr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  association. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With  Secretary  of 
State  Baker 
September  6,  1991 


Q.  Good  morning,  Mr.  President.  Good 
morning,  Mr.  Secretary. 

The  President.  Good  morning,  Helen 
[Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]; 
enjoyed  seeing  you  here  today,  and  I  no¬ 
ticed  how  President  Carter  saluted  you  yes¬ 
terday.  I  thought  that  was  very  nice. 

Q.  I  didn’t  think  so.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Let  me  just  make  a  couple 


of  comments,  and  then  I’ll  take  a  couple  of 
questions.  But  we’re  having  a  discussion 
here  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
others  that  you  see  here. 

And  I  have  asked  the  Secretary  to  under¬ 
take  a  very  important  mission,  yet  another 
one.  This  one  will  take  him  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  including  stops  in  the  Baltics,  among 
others.  And  then,  a  very  important  part  of 
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this  is  his  trip  back  to  the  Middle  East.  It  is 
very,  very  important,  matters  having  come 
this  far,  that  we  do  everything  we  can  to 
give  peace  a  chance. 

And  with  that  in  mind,  I  am  going  to  ask 
every  single  Member  of  Congress  to  defer, 
just  for  120  days,  consideration  of  this  ab¬ 
sorption  aid  package.  We're  interested  in 
absorption  aid;  we  take  pride  in  the  fact 
we’ve  taken  the  leadership  role  in  refugees 
coming,  people  coming  to  the  Soviet  Union 
[Israel].  But  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
peace  process  and  of  peace  itself  that  con¬ 
sideration  of  this  absorption  aid  question  for 
Israel  be  deferred  for  simply  120  days. 

I  think  the  American  people  will  strongly 
support  me  in  this,  and  I  am  going  to  make 
this  position  as  clear  as  I  can  to  every  single 
Member  of  the  Congress  and  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  because  we  worked  very  dili¬ 
gently  and  many  countries  have,  and  Israel 
has  as  well  as  some  of  these  Arab  States,  to 
come  together  at  a  peace  conference.  And 
this  debate  will  take  place  later  on.  It 
should  take  place,  but  this  is  not  the  time 
for  a  debate  that  can  be  misunderstood,  a 
debate  that  can  divide. 

So,  my  pitch  that  the  Secretary  has  al¬ 
ready  made  in  two  very  friendly  conversa¬ 
tions  with  Prime  Minister  Shamir  is:  Let’s 
defer  it.  The  debate’s  going  to  be  lively,  the 
debate  will  be  upcoming,  but  let’s  wait  120 
days  so  we  will  take  no  chance  of  unravel¬ 
ing  a  peace  process  that  offers  us  the  best 
hope  for  peace  in  decades,  literally  decades. 
And  I  feel  very,  very  strongly  about  it. 

I  support  those  Senators  and  others  in  the 
Congress  that  have  already  taken  a  position 
on  deferment.  I  think  of  Senator  Leahy,  for 
example,  who  has  a  very  important  role  in 
all  of  this.  And  his  constructive  leadership,  I 
think,  will  be  remembered  by  all,  on  all 
sides  of  this  question,  that  want  peace.  And 
there’s  others.  The  Secretary’s  talked  to  a 
lot  of  the  leadership,  and  I’ll  be  following 
up  now  with  many  calls  because  we  want  to 
give  peace  a  chance. 

Loan  Guarantees  for  Israel 

Q.  What  does  Shamir  say  about  this? 

The  President  Well,  the  Secretary’s  had 
two  good  talks.  At  this  juncture  I  gather  he 
wants  to  go  forward.  But  as  President  of  the 
United  States  I’m  taking  the  strong  recom- 
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mendation — and  strongly  approve  of  it,  inci¬ 
dentally — but  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  this  be  deferred.  And  I  think  farsighted 
Members  of  Congress  understand  exactly 
why  it  should  be  deferred.  We  don’t  need 
an  acrimonious  debate  just  as  we’re  about 
to  get  this  peace  conference  convened. 

Q.  Mr.  Bush,  would  you  want  the  defer¬ 
ment  if  Israel  had  changed  its  housing,  its 
settlement  policy?  If  they  were  no  longer 
putting  up  housing  in  the  settlements, 
would  you  feel  freer  to  go  ahead  with 
the - 

The  President.  Our  settlement  policy  is 
well-known.  I  don’t  want  to  have  any 
debate  on  this  question  now.  Everybody 
knows  the  United  States  policy  about  settle¬ 
ments,  and  that  policy  is  not  going  to 
change.  And  I  must  do  a  better  job  convinc¬ 
ing  the  people  here  and  in  Israel  that  we 
are  correct  on  this,  with  our  underlying 
desire  for  peace.  But  it  isn’t  a  question  of 
that.  My  point  here  is:  Defer  discussion  on 
all  these  matters  now,  and  let’s  go  to  this 
conference  that’s  just  about  put  together. 
And  I’m  convinced  that  the  debate  we’re 
talking  about  would  be  counterproductive 
to  peace. 

We’ve  worked  very,  very  hard.  Everyone 
knows  of  our  special  and  friendly  relation¬ 
ship  with  Israel,  and  I  feel  strongly  about 
that  in  my  heart,  but  I  know  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  world  peace  that  this  be  de¬ 
ferred. 

Q.  How  are  you  going — with  Soviet  par¬ 
ticipation  as  you  plan  the  conference?  Are 
you  going  to  just  go  it  alone? 

The  President.  Well,  the  Secretary  will  be 
in  Moscow;  that  will  be  discussed.  But  the 
Soviets  have  played  a  very  constructive  role 
in  all  of  this,  and  I  see  no  reason  that  any  of 
these  changes  that  have  taken  place  inside 
the  Soviet  Union  will  change  that.  I  think 
they  want  to  see  it  go  forward. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  loan  guarantees, 
are  you  convinced  that  the  Israelis  will  be 
willing  to  go  along  with  the  peace  confer¬ 
ence  if  this  is  put  on  hold? 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  convinced  that 
they’ve  already  indicated  a  willingness  to  go 
forward  without  conditions  of  that  nature, 
and  I  see  no  reason  that  they’d  change  that 
right  now.  It  would  be  counterproductive. 
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Look,  we  all  know  the  passions  on  both 
sides,  and  this  is  no  time  to  inflame  the 
passions  on  both  sides.  Israel’s  stated  its  po¬ 
sition,  but  there  was  never  any  linkage  on 
their  part,  and  we’re  trying  to  avoid  linkage 
on  our  part. 

Q.  You  seem  certain  there  will  be  a  con¬ 
ference. 

The  President  I’m  very  hopeful  there 
will.  But  part  of  the  Secretary’s  mission  is  to 
do  everything  we  can  to  ensure  there  will 
be  a  conference.  Look,  this  is  one  the  whole 
world  wants  to  see  happen.  This  isn’t  just 
American  foreign  policy;  everybody  wants 
this  to  take  place.  And  I  would  again  salute 
Secretary  Baker  and  Larry  Eagleburger  and 
everybody  that’s  worked  on  this,  here  at 
the  White  House  also. 

But  we’ve  come  a  long,  long  way.  I  re¬ 
member  when  the  whole  prospects  for  this 
conference  were  being  written  off  a  few 
months  ago,  and  now  people  are  saying 
we’ve  got  a  chance.  And  let’s  not  blow  it  by 
having  an  acrimonious  debate  that’s  going 
to  be  read,  not  just  in  the  States  but  around 
the  world,  as  one  way  or  another.  We  don’t 
need  it.  We  don’t  need  that  ingredient 
clouding  the  waters  just  at  a  time  the 
waters  are  beginning  to  clear. 

Q .  And  you  think  Congress  will  respect 
your  request  for  the  delay? 

The  President  I’m  going  to  fight  for  it 
because  I  think  this  is  what  the  American 
people  want.  And  I’m  going  to  do  absolute¬ 
ly  everything  I  can  to  back  those  Members 
of  the  United  States  Congress  who  are  for¬ 


ward-looking  in  their  desire  to  see  peace. 

Q.  Are  there  assurances  that  Congress 
will  go  ahead  already? 

The  President  We’re  going  to  work  hard 
on  them,  and  we’ll  see.  But  I  think  they 
should.  I  think  that’s  what — again,  I  keep 
saying  it — is  in  the  best  interest  of  peace. 
And  I  think  all  of  them  want  to  give  peace 
a  chance,  yes. 

Secretary  Baker .  Give  peace  a  chance; 
120  days,  that’s  all  the  President’s  asking 
for,  120  days. 

Q.  Is  it  still  realistic  to  shoot  for  an  Octo¬ 
ber  conference,  do  you  think? 

The  President  We’ll  see.  You  know,  the 
U.S.  position  is  we’d  like  to  have  had  it  long 
before  now.  But  Jim  will  go  over  there  to 
the  Middle  East;  he’ll  be  discussing  that. 
We’ll  have  more  to  say  about  that  later  on. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  date  in  mind  for  the — 
are  you  shooting  for  any - 

The  President  I’ll  let  the  Secretary  take 
those  questions  later.  Probably  after  he’s 
been  there  would  be  a  better  time  to 
answer  that. 

Thank  you  all.  News,  news,  news,  we’ve 
got  a  lot  of  news. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:16  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  The 
following  persons  were  referred  to  in  the 
exchange:  former  President  Jimmy  Carter, 
who  had  met  with  President  Bush  the  previ¬ 
ous  evening;  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Shamir 
of  Israel;  and  Deputy  Secretary  of  State 
Lawrence  S.  Eagleburger. 


Appointment  of  C.  Thomas  Burke  as  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
Commission  for  the  Study  of  Alternatives  to  the  Panama  Canal 
September  6,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  appoint  C.  Thomas  Burke,  of  New 
York,  to  be  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
Commission  for  the  Study  of  Alternatives  to 
the  Panama  Canal.  He  would  succeed  J. 
Michael  Farrell. 

Currently  Mr.  Burke  is  executive  vice 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 


Meehan  Overseas  Terminal  in  Albany,  NY. 
Prior  to  this  he  was  executive  director  of 
Port  Everglades  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Burke  graduated  from  Northeastern 
University  (A.B.A.,  1957)  and  Blackstone 
School  of  Law-Chicago  (L.L.B.,  1968).  He 
was  born  August  30,  1933,  in  Albany,  NY. 
He  resides  in  Saratoga  Springs,  NY. 
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Appointment  of  Timothy  J.  McBride  as  Deputy  Assistant  to  the 
President  and  Executive  Assistant  to  the  White  House  Chief  of  Staff 
September  6,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Timothy  J.  McBride,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Commerce  for  Trade  Develop¬ 
ment,  to  be  Deputy  Assistant  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Executive  Assistant  to  the  Chief  of 
Staff  at  the  White  House.  He  would  succeed 
Edward  Rogers,  Jr. 

Currently  Mr.  McBride  is  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Commerce  for  Trade  Development, 
1990-present.  Prior  to  this  Mr.  McBride  has 
served  as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  1989-1990;  personal 
aide  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 


States,  1985-1989;  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Vice  Presidential  Advance  Office,  1985; 
consultant  to  the  Republican  National  Con¬ 
vention  Arrangements  Committee  in 
Dallas,  TX,  1984;  and  a  small  business  man¬ 
agement  consultant  in  Coral  Springs,  FL, 
1982-1984. 

Mr.  McBride  graduated  from  Eastern 
Michigan  University  (B.B.A.,  1982).  He  was 
born  October  10,  1958,  and  is  a  native  of 
Michigan.  Mr.  McBride  resides  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  VA. 


Address  to  the  Nation  on  the  Supreme  Court  Nomination  of 
Clarence  Thomas 
September6,  1991 


M y  fel  low  America  ns: 

I  would  like  to  talk  today  about  opportu¬ 
nity  in  America.  Our  land,  unique  among 
all  nations,  grew  out  of  high  ideals,  the  most 
precious  of  which  is  that  every  man  and 
woman  deserves  a  chance  to  go  as  far  as 
their  abilities  and  hard  work  will  take  them, 
that  all  deserve  to  live  free  from  the  bonds 
of  prejudice  and  arbitrary  limitation. 

For  more  than  two  centuries  our  national 
soul,  the  U.S.  Constitution,  has  given  life  to 
the  values  of  equality  before  the  law.  While 
people  try  from  time  to  time  to  bury  that 
spirit  beneath  an  avalanche  of  lawsuits, 
technicalities,  and  decrees,  every  American 
knows  that  profound  notions  of  fairness,  jus¬ 
tice,  equality,  and  civility  define  us  and 
bind  us.  Not  every  American  can  recite  the 
Constitution,  but  most  of  us  can  feel  it.  We 
feel  it  because  Americans,  through  their 
daily  deeds,  give  real  life  to  American  prin¬ 
ciples. 

Next  week,  the  Senate  will  begin  hearings 
about  a  man  whose  life  is  a  story  of  oppor¬ 
tunity:  Judge  Clarence  Thomas,  my  nomi¬ 
nee  to  serve  on  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court.  Most  of  you  have  heard  his  story, 


how  Clarence  Thomas  was  raised  in  Pin¬ 
point,  Georgia,  by  stern  and  loving  grand¬ 
parents,  educated  in  parochial  schools,  grad¬ 
uated  from  Holy  Cross  and  the  Yale  Law 
School. 

He  grew  up  deprived  of  material  wealth, 
but  blessed  with  the  important  treasures:  a 
loving  family,  sturdy  values,  and  a  chance. 
His  family,  friends,  and  teachers  did  not 
define  equal  opportunity  in  terms  of  regula¬ 
tions  or  statistics,  and  neither  did  he.  Clar¬ 
ence  defined  opportunity  through  educa¬ 
tion,  dedication,  and  just  plain  hard  work. 

When  you  hear  or  see  coverage  of  those 
hearings,  think  of  your  sons,  your  daughters, 
your  loved  ones,  and  their  voyage  into  a 
tough  world.  Then  think  of  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  man  who  conquered  deprivation  with¬ 
out  self-pity  or  complaint.  And  think  of 
what  it  means  to  appoint  to  our  highest 
Court  a  man  who  appreciates  the  real  glo¬ 
ries  of  our  form  of  government  and  under¬ 
stands  the  real  difficulties  our  Nation  faces. 

When  a  President  selects  a  Justice  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  he  must  pick  someone  who 
appreciates  our  Constitution’s  timeless  maj- 


1123 


Sept  6  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


esty,  who  understands  the  importance  of 
the  rule  of  law  in  our  society.  But  the  nomi¬ 
nee  also  must  cherish  the  values  that  make 
our  land  great,  that  make  our  chins  quiver 
in  pride  and  gratitude  when  troops  return 
home  bearing  the  flag  or  when  Americans 
through  hard  work,  determination,  and 
dedication  expand  the  frontiers  of  possibili¬ 
ty. 

Clarence  Thomas  has  preserved  the 
fabric  of  our  Constitution  as  a  judge  on  the 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals.  And  he  will  continue 
to  do  so  on  the  Supreme  Court. 

Senate  hearings  start  next  week.  I  know 
the  Senate  will  maintain  standards  of  digni¬ 
ty  and  appropriate  scrutiny  when  it  comes 


Statement  on  the  Supreme  Court 
September  9,  1991 

On  the  eve  of  the  confirmation  hearings 
for  Judge  Clarence  Thomas’  nomination  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  I  want  to  emphasize 
once  again  the  distinguished  record  and 
character  of  this  man.  In  the  weeks  since 
his  selection,  Judge  Thomas  has  faced  criti¬ 
cism  from  many  quarters  with  dignity,  re¬ 
straint,  and  strength  of  character.  I  know 
that  he  will  demonstrate  the  same  qualities 
during  the  hearings. 

Today  I  telephoned  Senator  Joseph  Biden 
and  Senator  Strom  Thurmond  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  conducted  the  confirmation  proc¬ 
ess  and  to  reiterate  my  strong  feelings 
about  the  wisdom  and  talent  of  Judge  Clar- 


to  Judge  Thomas.  And  I  urge  all  Americans 
to  do  the  same.  I  know  that  the  American 
public,  when  it  gets  a  chance  to  see  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas  in  action,  will  feel  as  I  do, 
proud  that  we  have  entrusted  this  son  of 
America  with  the  task  of  keeping  our  heart 
healthy  and  whole,  and  proud  of  this  man 
who  embodies  the  promise  of  equality  and 
opportunity  in  America. 

Thank  you.  May  God  bless  you.  And  may 
God  bless  the  United  States  of  America. 

Note:  The  President  recorded  this  address 
for  radio  broadcast  at  2:05  p.m.  in  the  Roo¬ 
sevelt  Room  at  the  White  House. 


Nomination  of  Clarence  Thomas 


ence  Thomas.  Senator  Biden  and  Senator 
Thurmond,  as  majority  and  minority  leaders 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  are  committed 
to  a  fair  and  honorable  hearing. 

When  I  nominated  Judge  Clarence 
Thomas,  the  administration  applied  no 
litmus  test  on  specific  issues  that  might 
come  before  the  Supreme  Court.  We  did 
not  question  Judge  Thomas  on  possible  de¬ 
cisions  or  cases  that  could  come  before  the 
Court.  Similarly,  I  have  confidence  that  the 
Judiciary  Committee  will  want  to  preserve 
the  independence  of  the  Court  as  it  ex¬ 
plores  the  record  of  Judge  Thomas. 

I  look  forward  to  the  early  confirmation 
of  Judge  Clarence  Thomas. 


Nomination  of  Carolynn  Reid- Wallace  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary 
of  Education 
September  9,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Carolynn  Reid-Wallace,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Postsecondary  Education  at 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Education.  She 
would  succeed  Leonard  L.  Haynes  III. 


From  1987  to  1991,  Dr.  Reid-Wallace 
served  as  vice  chancellor  for  academic  af¬ 
fairs  at  the  City  University  of  New  York. 
Prior  to  this,  she  served  as  Assistant  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Division  of  Education  Programs 
and  Director  of  Precollegiate  Education  for 
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the  National  Endowment  for  the  Human¬ 
ities,  1982-1987;  director  of  the  NAFEO 
Clearinghouse,  1981-1982;  director  of  the 
NAFEO/NEK  humanities  program,  1979- 
1980.  In  addition,  Dr.  Reid- Wallace  served 
at  Bowie  State  College  as:  acting  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  1977-1978;  dean  of  the  college  and 
vice  president  for  academic  affairs,  1976- 
1978;  dean  of  undergraduate  studies,  1975- 


1976;  and  dean  of  instruction,  1974-1975. 

Dr.  Reid- Wallace  graduated  from  Fisk 
University  (B.A.,  1964),  Adelphi  University 
(M.A.,  1965),  and  George  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity  (Ph.D.,  1981).  She  was  born  June  26, 
1942,  in  Williamsburg,  VA.  Dr.  Reid- Wal¬ 
lace  has  one  child  and  resides  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 


Remarks  at  the  Welcoming  Ceremony  for  President  Abdou  Diouf  of 
Senegal 

September  10,  1991 


President  Bush,  To  President  and  Mrs. 
Diouf,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  a  sincere  wel¬ 
come.  And  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  long  known  for  its  fidelity  to  free¬ 
dom  and  human  dignity,  I  am  honored  to 
welcome  President  Diouf,  the  President  of 
a  nation  which  so  clearly  echoes  those  be¬ 
liefs. 

A  Senegalese  proverb  says,  “Misunder¬ 
standings  don’t  exist;  only  the  failure  to 
communicate  exists.”  And  Mr.  President, 
because  you  have  communicated  to  the 
world  what  Senegal  embodies,  there  can  be 
no  misunderstanding  about  the  ideals  and 
aspirations  that  link  our  two  societies  and 
peoples. 

For  those  who  follow  Senegalese  history, 
it  is  obvious  why  Senegal  has  become  one  of 
our  closest  friends  in  Africa.  Ever  since  its 
independence  in  1960,  Senegal  has  adhered 
to  the  principles  of  a  democratic  political 
system.  Your  robust,  free  press  can  publish 
the  full  spectrum  of  political  thought  and 
opinion.  And  like  us,  you  have  an  independ¬ 
ent  judiciary,  vital  to  any  government 
which  operates  by  the  rule  of  law.  And  let 
me  mention,  too,  your  enviable  record  in 
the  field  of  human  rights. 

These  facts  of  course  could  describe,  we 
think,  our  country,  the  United  States  of 
America.  We  both  share  a  fundamental 
commitment  to  the  peaceful  solution  of 
conflicts.  We  both  believe  in  the  inalienable 
rights  of  all.  In  Senegal  it’s  said,  “Man  is  the 
best  cure  for  his  own  ills.”  Well,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  whole  world  has  begun  to  van¬ 


quish  the  ills  of  tyranny  and  totalitarianism. 
Bayonets  and  barbed  wire  cannot  conquer 
man’s  yearning  to  be  free. 

Last  year  at  this  time,  Senegal  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  send  500  soldiers  to  the  Gulf  to 
participate  in  Operation  Desert  Shield. 
Shortly  after  the  end  of  Operation  Desert 
Storm,  a  tragic  plane  crash  in  Saudi  Arabia 
claimed  the  lives  of  93  of  those  brave  Sene¬ 
galese  soldiers  as  they  returned  to  their 
base  near  the  Gulf  after  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca.  So,  Senegal  paid  proportionately  the 
highest  price  of  any  coalition  partner  in 
freeing  Kuwait  from  naked  aggression. 

We  mourn  your  lost  countrymen  but 
know  that  they  died  for  the  noblest  cause  of 
all,  the  unstoppable  tide  of  freedom  that 
today  is  changing  history  swiftly,  dramati¬ 
cally.  Future  generations  will  look  to  our 
age  and  say,  “Here,  here  in  the  1990’s 
began  the  new  world  order.” 

And  thus,  we  welcome  not  only  an  old 
and  dear  friend  to  Washington  but  a  friend 
who  shares  our  values,  who  will  fight  for 
freedom,  and  who  has  a  deep  appreciation 
and  respect  for  the  American  way  of  life. 
Mr.  President,  just  as  your  people  love 
America,  so  does  America  love  the  nation  of 
your  birth.  God  bless  you  and  Senegal  and 
the  United  States  of  America.  And  once 
again,  welcome  to  our  shores. 

President  Diouf  Mr.  President,  the  words 
of  welcome  you  have  just  spoken  are  those 
of  a  true  friend.  I  was  deeply  moved  by 
them  and  by  the  warmth  of  this  beautiful 
ceremony.  Allow  me,  therefore,  at  the  very 
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outset,  to  express  heartfelt  thanks  to  you  on 
behalf  of  my  wife  and  on  my  own  and  that 
of  the  delegation  accompanying  me. 

Mr.  President  and  dear  friend,  Madam 
Bush,  Your  Excellencies,  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,  this  is  the  third  time  in  the  space  of  2 
years  that  I  find  myself  in  this  great  and 
beautiful  country.  This  time,  however,  my 
visit  is  of  special  significance.  To  begin 
with,  it  is  my  first  state  visit  and  the  second 
one  by  a  Senegalese  President.  It  is  also 
significant  because  it  takes  place  in  the 
background  of  a  particular  international  set¬ 
ting  marked  by  the  end  of  an  era  and  the 
heralding  of  a  new  order  on  which  we  Sen¬ 
egalese  and  Americans  are  pinning  equal 
hopes.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  with  the 
strengthening  of  the  Senegalese  democracy, 
our  approach  becomes  more  identical  to 
yours.  And  this  in  turn  makes  your  model 
more  appealing  to  us. 

Lastly,  I  note  that  since  the  end  of  the 
Gulf  war,  I  am  the  first  African  President  to 
be  received  on  a  state  visit  by  your  country. 
I  fully  appreciate  the  significance  of  this 
gesture.  And  I  should  like  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  thoughtful  demonstration 
of  friendship  towards  me  and  my  country. 

At  this  juncture  I  should  like  to  dedicate 
my  profound  thoughts  to  the  worthy  sons  of 
America  fallen  on  the  field  of  honor.  As  my 
country  suffered  the  loss  of  93  soldiers  in 
Saudi  Arabia,  I  can  well  appreciate  the  grief 
of  those  who  lost  their  loved  ones  and  to 
whom  I  should  like  to  offer  once  again  my 
condolences.  We  can  take  comfort  in  the 
fact  that  their  sacrifice  has  not  been  in  vain, 
for  despite  the  Gulf  war  and  its  aftermath, 
despite  the  institutional  tremors  that  have 
shaken  the  Soviet  Union  over  the  past  few 
weeks,  the  international  atmosphere  is,  hap¬ 
pily,  one  of  detente  which  our  peoples  long 
for. 

The  progress  made  in  arms  reduction 
with  the  signing  of  the  START  treaty,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  adoption  of  the  Paris  Charter  for 
a  New  Europe,  the  triumph  of  democratic 
demands  across  the  world  and  particularly 
in  Africa,  the  dismantling  of  the  legal  basis 
of  apartheid — we  still  have  to  draw  infer- 
ences  from  it — are  all  encouraging  signs  as 
we  approach  the  end  of  the  20th  century. 

Indeed,  never  before  in  the  history  of 


mankind  has  the  sound  of  freedom  resound¬ 
ed  so  loudly  and  so  far  and  wide.  Never 
have  freedom  and  peace  combined  so  har¬ 
moniously  for  so  many  human  beings  and 
peoples.  Yet,  this  is  no  permanent  achieve¬ 
ment.  Quite  the  contrary,  it  is  frail  because 
of  a  major  challenge  that  is  still  confronting 
us,  poverty.  This  is  a  challenge  to  us  all.  Mr. 
President,  I  know  that  this  cause  is  so  dear 
to  your  heart.  I  know  and  I  appreciate  the 
efforts  your  Government  is  making  to  face 
up  to  it. 

Africa,  which  had  apprehended  that  it 
would  be  marginalized  to  the  benefit  of  the 
countries  of  Eastern  Europe,  is  now  reso¬ 
lutely  committed  to  the  fight  for  integra¬ 
tion,  a  must  for  its  development.  The  adop¬ 
tion  and  signing  at  the  June  1991  OAU 
summit  of  the  treaty  establishing  the  Afri¬ 
can  Economic  Community  is  a  clear  mani¬ 
festation  of  this  commitment.  In  my  capac¬ 
ity  as  the  current  Chairman  of  the 
ECOWAS,  I  will  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
translate  that  commitment  into  concrete 
achievements  within  our  subregion.  I  am 
confident  that  countries  like  yours,  together 
with  international  institutions  which  have 
always  been  by  our  side,  will  support  us  in 
our  endeavors. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  end  without  ex¬ 
pressing  once  again  my  thanks  for  the 
warmth  of  your  welcome,  without  renewing 
my  determination  to  continue  striving  with 
you  for  the  triumph  of  our  common  values 
and  ideals,  for  the  greater  well-being  of  all 
men  and  the  whole  of  mankind.  I  hope  that 
our  efforts  to  that  end  will  be  successful, 
and  I  express  my  most  sincere  wishes  for 
your  and  your  family’s  good  health  and  hap¬ 
piness  and  for  the  sustained  prosperity  of 
the  friendly  American  people. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  10:02  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  of  the  White  House,  where 
President  Diouf  was  accorded  a  formal  wel¬ 
come  with  full  military  honors.  President 
Diouf  spoke  in  French,  and  his  remarks 
were  translated  by  an  interpreter.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  the  Organization  of 
African  Unity  (OAU)  and  the  Economic 
Community  of  West  African  States 
(ECOWAS). 
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Nomination  of  Herbert  Tate  To  Be  an  Assistant  Administrator  of  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
September  10,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Herbert  Tate,  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  an  Assistant  Administrator  of 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  for 
Enforcement  and  Compliance  Monitoring. 
He  would  succeed  James  J.  Strock. 

Since  1986  Mr.  Tate  has  served  as  Essex 
County  prosecutor  in  Newark,  NJ.  Prior  to 
this  he  served  as  a  private  practitioner, 


1985-1986,  and  as  an  associate  attorney 
with  the  law  firm  of  Carella,  Byrne,  Bain  & 
Gilfillan,  P.A.,  in  Roseland,  NJ,  1983-1985. 

Mr.  Tate  graduated  from  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  (B.A.,  1974)  and  Rutgers  University 
School  of  Law  (J.D.,  1978).  He  was  born 
February  22,  1953,  in  Karachi,  Pakistan.  Mr. 
Tate  resides  in  West  Orange,  NJ. 


Nomination  of  Paul  H.  Cooksey  To 
Small  Business  Administration 
September  10,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Paul  H.  Cooksey,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  to  be  Deputy  Administrator  of  the 
Small  Business  Administration.  This  is  a  new 
position. 

Since  1988  Mr.  Cooksey  has  served  as 
vice  president  and  regional  management 
partner  with  the  Oliver  Carr  Co.  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  vice 
president  of  Robinson,  Lake,  Lerer  &  Mont- 


Be  Deputy  Administrator  of  the 


gomery,  1986-1988,  and  as  Deputy  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  for  Administration  at  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Treasury,  1985-1986. 

Mr.  Cooksey  graduated  from  Hampden- 
Sydney  College  (B.A.,  1970)  and  George 
Mason  University  School  of  Law  (J.D., 
1981).  He  was  born  August  13,  1948,  in 
Tokyo,  Japan.  Mr.  Cooksey  is  married,  has 
one  child,  and  currently  resides  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  VA. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  a  Report  on 
International  Export  of  Missile  Technology  to  Iraq 
September  10,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Chairman: 

Enclosed  is  a  classified  report  with  an  un¬ 
classified  summary  on  the  international 
export  to  Iraq  of  nuclear,  biological,  chemi¬ 
cal,  and  ballistic  missile  technology  as  re¬ 
quired  by  section  586J(a)  of  the  Foreign  Op¬ 
erations,  Export  Financing,  and  Related 
Programs  Appropriations  Act,  1991  (Public 
Law  101-513). 

Also  enclosed  is  an  unclassified  report  on 
sanctions  taken  by  other  nations  against 
Iraq  as  required  by  section  586J(c)  of  the 


Act. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  chairmen 
Robert  C.  Byrd  of  the  Senate  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee,  Claiborne  Pell  of  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee ,  Jamie 
L.  Whitten  of  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee,  and  Dante  B.  Fascell  of  the 
House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee . 
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Remarks  at  the  State  Dinner  for  President  Abdou  Diouf  of  Senegal 

September  10,  1991 


President  Bush.  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
welcome  to  the  White  House.  And  to  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Diouf  and  members  of  the 
Senegal  delegation,  a  very  special  welcome. 

Nine  years  ago,  Barbara  and  I  were 
hosted  in  Senegal;  never  forgotten  that  trip. 
And  today,  we  have  the  opportunity  to  try 
in  this  manner  to  repay  Senegal’s  marvelous 
hospitality.  And  we  welcome  to  America’s 
home,  to  this  White  House,  a  first  citizen  of 
the  continent  of  Africa.  This  week  provides 
an  opportunity  for  our  countries  to  renew 
the  shared  interest  which  link  our  two  na¬ 
tions  and  peoples  and  the  values  that  join 
us,  the  values  we  hold  so  dear.  We  both 
revere  liberty  and  human  dignity  and  re¬ 
spect  for  the  rights  of  man.  And  we  each 
believe  for  individuals,  choice;  for  society, 
pluralism;  and  for  nations,  self-determina¬ 
tion. 

And  together,  by  lifting  minds  and  hori¬ 
zons,  we  are  helping  to  shape  a  new  world 
order.  You  see,  Senegal  was  the  first  sub- 
Saharan  African  nation  to  say  to  Saddam 
Hussein,  “Your  aggression  will  not  stand.” 
And  America,  sir,  applauds  your  courage  in 
opposing  this  threat  to  world  security.  You 
lifted  up,  you  buoyed  the  coalition,  and  you 
showed  that  strength  of  character  will 
always  outlast  strength  of  arms. 

Mr.  President,  you  know,  as  recent  events 
have  verified,  totalitarianism  is  crumbling 
because  democracy  would  not,  will  not  be 
denied.  And  now,  let  us  all  pledge  to  help 
Senegal’s  democratic  system  serve  as  a 
model  for  those  countries  seeking  to  em¬ 
brace  the  principles  of  self-government, 
self-determination,  and  freedom  of  expres¬ 
sion. 

We  seek  a  world  in  which  the  lamp  of 
liberty  brightens  every  corner  of  the  Earth. 
And  in  that  spirit,  I  would  like  to  close  with 
words  from  Leopold  Senghor,  a  poet-politi¬ 
cian  who  was  the  first  President  and  found¬ 
er  of  independent  Senegal.  Forty-six  years 
ago,  near  the  end  of  World  War  II,  Presi¬ 
dent  Senghor  wrote  “A  Prayer  For  Peace,” 
and  he  spoke  of  the  peoples  of  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America  and  concluded 


this  way:  “Grant  that  their  warm  hands  em¬ 
brace  the  Earth  in  a  band  of  brotherly 
hands  under  the  rainbow  of  your  peace.” 

Mr.  President  and  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
now  I  would  ask  that  you  guests  and  others 
join  me  in  a  toast:  To  the  health  of  our  good 
friend  President  Diouf,  to  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  Senegalese  people, 
and  to  those  brotherly  hands  which  can 
build  a  peace  for  our  children  and  all  the 
children  of  the  world. 

God  bless  you,  Mr.  President.  Welcome  to 
the  White  House. 

President  Diouf.  Mr.  President,  allow  me 
to  say  how  happy  my  wife  and  I,  and  also 
the  delegation  accompanying  me,  are  to  be 
in  this  great  country  and  among  its  friendly 
people.  I  come  at  the  invitation  of  a  very 
close,  personal  friend  and  a  great,  respected 
leader  whose  dynamism  in  terms  of  ideas, 
clear-sightedness,  and  steadfastness  of  pur¬ 
pose  evoke  admiration. 

I  come  to  meet  a  great  people  who  have 
established  themselves  as  staunch  defenders 
of  the  ideals  of  freedom,  democracy,  peace, 
and  respect  for  human  rights.  They  are  the 
people  whom  you  have  referred  to  as  “a 
beacon  of  hope  shining  for  the  whole 
world.” 

The  developments  that  have  taken  place 
in  recent  months  have  brought  to  the  fore 
how  you  view  these  peoples’  responsibil¬ 
ities,  and  they  have  demonstrated  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  your  vision.  They  have  given  us 
Senegalese  added  reasons  to  be  proud  to  be 
counted  among  your  friends  and  to  share 
with  you  the  same  ideals. 

By  this,  I’m  not  just  referring  to  the  cru¬ 
cial  part  that  your  country  played  in  solving 
the  Gulf  crisis.  What  I  also  have  in  mind, 
and  I  should  like  to  emphasize  this,  is  the 
triumph  of  the  principles  which  form  the 
basis  of  the  societies  we  are  striving  to  build 
and  our  common  wish  to  see  a  new  order 
prevail  in  international  relations.  I  know 
that  I  also  speak  for  you  when  I  stress  that 
this  new  order  should  be  characterized 
more  by  the  rule  of  law,  a  greater  solidarity 
among  peoples  and  nations,  as  well  as  a  full 
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respect  for  human  rights  and  basic  free¬ 
doms.  But  I  hasten  to  point  out  that  it 
should  also  foster  a  process  of  democratiza¬ 
tion  of  international  relations  so  that  we  are 
able  to  entrench  democracy  better  within 
all  states  and  to  usher  in  a  world  in  which 
the  ballot  paper  will  permanently  replace 
the  bullet.  This  would  indeed  be  a  wonder¬ 
ful  posthumous  victory  for  one  of  your  illus¬ 
trious  predecessors,  who  said  of  the  ballot 
that  it  is  stronger  than  the  bullet. 

The  United  Nations,  which  has  yet  again 
proved  its  usefulness  and  effectiveness,  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  as  the  prime  instrument  to 
achieve  that  objective.  And  with  the  United 
States  at  the  forefront,  the  outcome  of  the 
struggle  is  never  in  doubt.  For  all  these 
reasons  I  should  like  to  express,  in  addition 
to  my  compatriots’  deep  admiration  for 
Your  Excellency,  my  Government’s  deter¬ 
mination  to  intensify,  strengthen,  and  diver¬ 
sify  the  excellent  relations  that  happily  exist 
between  our  two  countries.  Better  still,  we 
want  to  reinforce  day  by  day  the  age-old 
links  that  our  two  peoples  have  established 
and  that  will  be  symbolized  by  the  Goree- 
Almadies  Memorial. 

The  exceptionally  warm  welcome 


showered  on  my  wife  and  me  and  on  my 
delegation  and  your  determination  to  help 
Senegal  succeed  in  its  development  efforts 
are  clear  indications  that  you  are  similarly 
well-disposed  towards  us.  That  is  why  my 
visit  could  not  have  got  off  to  a  better  start. 
That  is  also  why  I  look  forward  to  seeing 
our  already  exemplary  bilateral  cooperation 
develop  further.  And  I’m  delighted  to  meet 
again  a  very  dear  friend  of  mine. 

With  this  fond  hope,  I  invite  you,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  to  raise  your  glasses  and 
drink  to  the  health  and  personal  happiness 
of  His  Excellency,  Mr.  George  Bush,  and 
Madam  Barbara  Bush,  to  whom  I  pay  my 
humble  respects:  to  friendship  and  co¬ 
operation  between  the  United  States  and 
Senegal,  to  the  sustained  prosperity  of  the 
friendly  American  people,  to  freedom  and 
democracy  for  all  peoples. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  8:08  p.m.  in 
the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House, 
hi  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  President 
Dioufs  wife,  Elizabeth.  President  Diouf 
spoke  in  French,  and  his  remarks  were 
translated  by  an  interpreter.  In  his  remarks 
he  referred  to  a  memorial  to  slaves  who 
were  brought  to  America  from  Senegal. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With  Congressional 
Leaders 

September  11,  1991 


Cuba 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  think  of 
the  Soviets  pulling  their  troops  out  of  Cuba? 

The  President  I  wish  they’d  hurry  up. 
[Laughter] 

Loan  Guaran  tees  for  Israel 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  going  to  lose  on 
the  loan  guarantees  to  Israel  in  Congress? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  what 
you  mean  by  lose  on  it.  What  I’m  for  is  the 
peace  process  to  be  successful,  and  we’re 
working  diligently  for  that.  And  so,  the  pro¬ 
gram  I’m  recommending  in  my  view  is  the 
best  to  enhance  peace  in  the  area  that’s 
vital,  of  vital  interest  to  the  American 


people,  the  people  in  the  Middle  East,  and 
indeed,  to  around  the  world.  If  I’ve  ever 
seen  one  initiative  that  has  support  world¬ 
wide,  it  is  this  concept  of  at  last  getting 
people  in  the  area  to  talk  to  each  other 
about  peace. 

And  so,  what  I’m  suggesting  in  a  simple 
delay  here,  in  my  view  and  in  the  view  of 
all  of  us  in  the  administration,  is  the  best 
way  to  set  the  proper  tone  for  these  talks  to 
start.  And  I  feel  very  strongly  about  it.  So, 
it’s  not  a  question  of  winning  or  losing  in 
my  view.  Strong-willed  people  look  at  these 
matters  differently.  My  view  is  that  a  delay 
is  in  the  interest,  and  I’m  going  to  fight  for 
it.  And  I  think  the  American  people  will 
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back  me  on  it  if  we  take  the  case  to  the 
people.  But  what  were  really  trying  to  do  is 
work  it  out  without  getting  into  a  lot  of 
confrontation.  And  I  think  that’s  the  ap¬ 
proach  to  take  at  this  point. 

Q.  Can  you  avoid  confrontation  when 
they’re  bringing  the  fight  to  you,  when 
they’re  going  around  you?  When  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Israel  has  its  own - 

The  President  I  can  take  quite  a  few 
punches.  But  that’s  not  what  we’re  talking 
about  here.  We’re  talking  about  working 
harmoniously  together  in  the  spirit  of  co¬ 
operation.  And  I’ve  seen  comments  from 
abroad  that  I  didn’t  particularly  appreciate. 
But  we’re  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  we  have  a  leadership  role  around  the 
world  that  has  to  be  fulfilled.  And  I’m  call¬ 
ing  the  shots  in  this  question  in  the  way  I 
think  is  best.  And  I’ve  got  some  selling  to 
do  with  certain  Members  of  Congress,  and 
that’s  understandable  to  me. 

So,  we’ll  see  how  it  comes  out.  But  I’m 
not  approaching  this  in  the  spirit  of  con¬ 
frontation  if  that’s  the  question.  You  haven’t 
seen  any  real  controversial  statements 
coming  out  of  here  up  till  now. 

Q.  You’re  not  committed  to  the  guaran¬ 
tees  after  the  120  days,  sir,  are  you? 

The  President  I’m  committed  to  seeing 
that  they  get'  considered.  And  we  generally 
have  been  quite  supportive  of  the  idea  of 
absorption.  We’ve  taken  the  lead,  the  lead 
around  the  world  in  facilitating  the  question 
of  the  Soviet  Jews  coming  to  Israel  and  the 
Ethiopian  Jews  as  well.  The  position  of  this 
administration  is  not  only  well  known,  but  I 
think  it’s  highly  respected  in  Israel  and 
around  the  world  for  this. 

So,  we’re  not  backing  off  from  that.  And 
in  principle,  this  concept  of  helping,  we 
want  to  do  it.  But  I’m  not  committed  to  any 
numbers  and  never  have  been.  There  was  a 
very  misleading  statement  in  the  papers 
today  out  of  Israel  that  I’d  like  to  clear  up 
because  it  said  that  we  were  committed, 
and  they  wanted  what  we’d  committed  to. 
And  I’m  sorry  to  tell  you  that  simply  is  not 
correct.  And  if  they’re  going  to  deal  on  this 
question,  we  ought  to  be  dealing  from  the 
facts.  And  so,  that  one  was  not  a  fact,  just 
some  spokesman.  I  don’t  know  who  he  was 
or  what  he  was  trying  to  do.  But  it  gives  me 
a  good  chance  to  make  clear  that  that  isn’t 


correct. 

Q.  Do  you  take  threats  from  the  Israelis 
that  they  may  stay  away  from  the  peace 
conference  if  they  don’t  get — do  you  take 
those  seriously? 

The  President  I’ve  seen  no  threats  from 
them.  I’ve  seen  no  threats  from  them.  We 
have  a  special  and  a  good,  strong  relation¬ 
ship  with  Israel,  and  that’s  going  to  contin¬ 
ue.  But  I’ve  seen  no  threats,  and  we  don’t 
deal  in  threats  over  here.  And  we  don’t  try 
to  threaten  other  people.  That’s  not  the 
way  you  accomplish  something  in  foreign 
affairs. 

Q.  Are  you  concerned,  though,  that  they 
may  not  come  to  the  peace  table? 

The  President  No.  I  think  they’re  com¬ 
mitted,  and  I  think  it’s  a  good  thing  they 
are.  And  I  think  others  are  committed,  and 
we  want  the  climate  to  be  right  to  facilitate 
their  coming  to  the  table.  Everybody  wants 
these  parties  to  come  to  the  table  all  around 
the  world. 

What  we’re  talking  about  here  is  a  simple 
delay  of  120  days  before  this  matter  is  de¬ 
bated  because  out  of  the  debate  is  going  to 
come  a  lot  of  posturing  and  positioning  that 
in  my  view  will  not  help  the  peace  process. 
So,  that’s  what  it  boils  down  to,  and  that’s 
why  this  very  reasonable  request  is  being 
made. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  sound  like  you 
don’t  think  you’ll  prevail. 

The  President  Mr.  Dole  made  it - 

Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Senator  Dole.  Clarence  Thomas  did  an 
outstanding  job,  Mr.  President. 

The  President  Thank  you  for  changing 
the  subject.  It  lets  me  say  I  was  very  moved 
by  his  testimony — I’ve  just  had  a  chance  to 
talk  to  some  of  you  all  here  today — not  only 
moved  by  it  but  impressed  by  his  answers 
as  I  now  see  them.  And  I  must  say  I  am 
more  confident  than  ever  that  I’ve  made 
the  right  nomination  to  go  up  to  the  Senate. 
I  think  the  support  from  the  American 
people  is  out  there  and  strong,  particularly 
after  this  moving  presentation  yesterday.  I 
might  say  I  see  one  guy  sitting  over  here 
who  I  feel  equally  as  strongly  about,  and 
that’s  Bob  Gates.  So,  when  those  hearings 
start,  why.  I’ll  have  strong  supportive  words 
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of  that  one  again,  too,  because  he’s  the  right 
man  to  run  the  intelligence  community. 

That’s  about  it.  This  is  a  full-scale  press 
conference. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he’ll  answer  any  of  the 
questions  that  are  being  put  to  him? 

The  President  He’s  doing  a  superb  job 
and  knows  exactly  how  to  handle  himself, 
and  I  think  that’s  what’s  coming  through. 
Here’s  a  man  not  only  with  experience  and 


qualifications  but  ability  to  handle  himself 
under  tough  questioning. 

Note:  This  exchange  began  at  10:10  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  The 
President  referred  to  Robert  M.  Gates, 
nominee  for  Director  of  the  Central  Intelli¬ 
gence  Agency.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  to  Representatives  of  the  Baltic  States 
September  11,  1991 


Thank  you  very  much.  Listen,  this  is  a 
very  joyous  day.  And  let  me  first  start  by 
thanking  our  Secretary.  I  don’t  expect 
there’s  a  person  here  today  that’s  come  to 
the  White  House  for  this  event  that  hasn’t 
known  personally  Ed  Derwinski.  I  expect 
all  of  you  respect  him  as  I  do.  This  cause, 
this  concept  of  freedom  for  the  Baltic 
States,  has  been  his  cause  for  a  long  time, 
long  before  he  became  a  Secretary  in  the 
Cabinet,  all  through  his  congressional  days 
and  before  that.  And  I’ve  been  with  him  as 
he’s  been  to  certain  of  these  ethnic  festivals, 
and  I’ve  seen  the  affection  for  him  in  your 
communities.  And  so,  I  wanted  to  start  by 
saying  how  fortunate  I  am  I  can  have  him 
at  my  side  in  the  administration,  and  to 
thank  him  for  his  steadfast  support. 

I  also  am  very  pleased  to  welcome  all  of 
you  to  the  White  House.  I  view  this  as  a 
special  and  certainly  historic  event:  the 
freedom,  the  independence  of  Estonia, 
Latvia,  and  Lithuania,  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
U.S.  and  those  free  countries. 

So  also,  let  me  give  a  warm  welcome  to  a 
distinguished  visitor,  the  Speaker  of  the  Es¬ 
tonian  Parliament,  Mr.  Nugis,  who’s  with  us 
today,  and  ask  him  to  stand.  Welcome  to 
you,  sir. 

I’d  like  first  to  pay  tribute  to  the  many 
leaders,  the  men  and  women  in  this  room, 
who  stood  resolutely  for  so  many  years  in 
support  of  freedom  in  the  Baltics  and 
throughout  the  dark  days  of  the  cold  war. 
The  Baltic  peoples  had  two  indefatigable 
champions  in  the  United  States,  their  fine 


diplomats  in  Washington  and  this  power 
that  came  from  the  Americans  of  Baltic  her¬ 
itage.  Neither  ever  allowed  the  world  to 
forget  the  crime  visited  upon  the  Baltic 
States  51  years  ago. 

And  I’ve  just  had  the  privilege  of  visiting 
with  these  people  standing  behind  me, 
these  three  gentlemen,  remarkable  men: 
consul  general  of  Estonia,  Mr.  Jaakson;  the 
Charge  of  Latvia,  Mr.  Dinbergs;  and  the 
Charge  of  Lithuania,  Mr.  Lozoraitis.  And  I 
salute  them,  all  of  them. 

Each  of  these  men  deserves  our  respect 
and  our  admiration  and  our  gratitude  for 
this  tireless  devotion  to  freedom  and  for 
reminding  those  of  us  in  public  life  that  we 
must  never  forget  the  Baltic  peoples.  When 
they’d  come  to  these  receptions,  people 
would  wonder  about  it,  but  I’m  proud  that 
the  United  States  always  had  them  there. 
But  they  were  a  reminder,  in  person  and  in 
group,  a  reminder  of  the  need  to  press  for¬ 
ward  for  freedom. 

I’d  also  like  to  praise  our  other  distin¬ 
guished  guests  today,  the  leaders  of  the 
community,  and  I  guess  that  includes  every¬ 
body  here,  or  you  probably  wouldn’t  be 
here.  Few  have  done  so  much  for  their 
homeland  as  you  have.  I  know  it’s  appreci¬ 
ated  in  your  home  countries.  You’ve  hon¬ 
ored  both  the  countries  from  which  you 
have  sprung  and  the  country  in  which  you 
now  live.  And  Americans  are  especially 
gratified  by  the  restoration  of  Baltic  inde¬ 
pendence. 

You  know,  since  President  Franklin  Boo- 
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sevelt,  one  of  the  men  for  whom  this  room 
is  named — we  are  in  the  Roosevelt  Room. 
As  you  know,  he  refused  to  accept  the 
Soviet  occupation  of  the  Baltics  in  1940. 
And  ever  since  then  the  United  States  has 
pressed  for  the  international  recognition 
and  the  independence  of  the  Baltics. 

And  in  many  meetings  with  President 
Gorbachev  during  the  last  2  years,  we  reit¬ 
erated,  and  I  did  personally,  and  Jim  Baker 
did  over  and  over  again,  making  it  abun¬ 
dantly  clear  that  there  was  no  alternative  to 
freedom  for  the  Baltics.  And  I’d  like  to 
think  now  that,  hopefully,  in  some  way  that 
made  a  difference  in  convincing  the  Soviet 
leadership  to  do  the  right  thing.  Estonia, 
Latvia,  and  Lithuania  are  free  again,  and 
we  welcome  them  back  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  freedom. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  our  responsi¬ 
bility,  all  of  us  as  Americans,  to  help  the 
Baltics  integrate  fully  into  the  West,  to  nur¬ 
ture  these  young  democracies,  to  help  them 
transform  their  economies  towards  a  free 
market  that  we  all  know  works  so  well.  And 
I’m  therefore  very  pleased  to  announce 
today  a  series  of  measures,  beginning  meas¬ 
ures  to  start  this  process  which  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  will  be  discussing  with  the 
Baltic  leaders  when  he  visits  the  region  in 
not  so  many  hours  from  now. 

But  first,  I’m  pleased  to  announce  that, 
and  this  is  a  fait  accompli,  Fm  pleased  to 
say  also  that  the  United  States  will  sponsor 
Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania  for  member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  Nations  at  the  General 
Assembly  on  September  17th,  just  as  we 
supported  them  for  membership  in  the 
CSCE  earlier  this  week. 

Second,  as  many  of  you  know,  the  United 
States  safeguarded  for  over  50  years  finan¬ 
cial  assets  of  the  Baltic  Governments.  And 
we  look  forward  to  working  with  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Baltic  States  on  arrangements  for 
unfreezing  the  gold  and  other  assets  as  soon 
as  possible  and  move  forward  on  that  just  as 
quickly  as  we  can. 

Third,  we  will  move  quickly  to  normalize 
our  own  economic  relationship  with  the 
Baltics  by  extending  the  most-favored- 
nation  treatment  and  including  them  under 
the  trade  enhancement  initiative  designed 
to  increase  their  trade  with  the  West.  And 
well  also  provide  GSP  and  OPIC  benefits. 


And  well  continue  the  work  we’ve  already 
started  to  provide  medicine  for  the  Baltic 
hospitals. 

Fourth,  we  will  help  the  Baltics  to  inte¬ 
grate  into  the  world  economy.  This  is  a  big 
one,  a  very  important  one,  economic  inte¬ 
gration.  We  will  encourage  the  IMF  and  the 
World  Bank  to  work  closely  with  the  Baltics 
to  prepare  them  for  membership.  We  hope 
that  membership  in  the  European  Bank  for 
Reconstruction  and  Development  will  pro¬ 
ceed  on  a  fast  track,  and  we  will  also  sup¬ 
port  Baltic  participation  in  the  OECD 
Center  for  Economies  in  Transition. 

And  fifth,  we  will  work  closely  with  our 
allies  in  the  G~24  process  to  coordinate  eco¬ 
nomic  assistance  to  the  Baltic  States.  For 
our  part,  the  U.S.  intends  to  extend  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  technical  assistance  and  other  pro¬ 
grams  under  the  Support  for  Eastern  Euro¬ 
pean  Democracies  Act. 

Finally,  I’m  delighted  to  announce  today 
that  we  will  move  immediately  to  establish 
a  Peace  Corps  program  for  Estonia  and 
Latvia  and  Lithuania. 

Let  me  say  in  closing  that  as  the  United 
States  was  true  to  the  Baltic  States  in  cap¬ 
tivity,  we  will  continue  to  be  true  to  them 
as  democratic  partners  in  the  years  ahead. 

It’s  been  a  pleasure  to  contemplate  this, 
for  me  at  least,  and  I  think  for  others  here, 
this  emotional  event.  It  is  a  special  day. 
When  these  three  worthy  advocates  of  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Baltic  States  came  into  the 
Oval  Office,  I  think  they,  too,  felt  the  emo¬ 
tion  of  the  moment;  I  expect  many  do, 
here.  We  want  to  do  our  part;  we  want  to 
lead.  We  want  to  help  these  new  countries. 
And  many  of  you,  almost  all  of  you  as 
Americans  can  do  your  part  in  the  future, 
just  as  you  can  take  great  credit  for  the  part 
you’ve  played  in  the  past  in  keeping  admin¬ 
istration  present,  administrations  past, 
aware  of  the  need  to  fight  and  stand  for 
Baltic  independence. 

Congratulations  to  each  and  every  one  of 
you,  and  may  God  bless  the  Baltic  States 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  think,  unless  you  all  want  to  say  some¬ 
thing,  that  concludes  my  role.  But  listen, 
I’m  delighted  you  all  were  here.  There’s  the 
newest  American  and  Baltic  parity,  right 
there.  [Laughter]  The  youngest  in  the 
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whole  world. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:25  p.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Ulo  Nugis, 
Speaker  of  the  Parliament  of  Estonia ;  Ernst 


Jaakson,  Estonian  Ambassador-designate  to 
the  United  States;  Anatol  Dinbergs,  Charge 
of  the  Latvian  legation  to  the  United  States; 
Stasys  Lozoraitis,  Lithuanian  Ambassador- 
designate  to  the  United  States;  and  a  baby 
who  was  in  the  audience. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Prime  Minister  Jan  Krzysztof  Bielecki  of  Poland 
September  11,  1991 


President  Bush  was  very  pleased  to  wel¬ 
come  Prime  Minister  Bielecki  of  Poland  to 
the  White  House.  The  Prime  Minister  and 
President  Walesa  deserve  great  credit  for 
reforming  the  Polish  economy  and  building 
Polish  democracy. 

Poland  is  leading  the  way  with  a  radical 
economic  transformation,  and  it  is  working. 
The  private  sector  is  growing  dramatically. 
Exports  are  on  the  rise.  American  investors 
are  giving  Poland  a  vote  of  confidence. 
Enormous  difficulties  remain:  the  legacy  of 
the  inefficient  Communist  system,  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  Soviet  market,  and  others.  But 
President  Bush  assured  the  Prime  Minister 
that  the  United  States  stands  with  Poland  as 
it  moves  toward  economic  recovery. 

In  discussing  the  revolutionary  changes  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  President  Bush  also  as¬ 
sured  the  Prime  Minister  that  Western  sup¬ 
port  for  reform  there  will  not  be  at  the 
expense  of  Poland  or  the  other  new  democ¬ 
racies.  In  fact,  having  gone  far  down  the 
road  toward  a  free  economic  system, 
Poland  should  now  have  a  role  in  support¬ 
ing  the  expansion  of  democracy  and  mar¬ 


kets  farther  east.  President  Bush  therefore 
proposed  that  our  Governments  explore 
ways  for  Poland  to  participate  in  efforts  to 
assist  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Baltic  States. 

The  United  States  is  also  opening  its  mar¬ 
kets  to  Polish  products  and  will  soon  be 
negotiating  more  liberal  trade  agreements 
with  Poland,  Hungary,  and  Czechoslovakia. 
We  hope  the  European  Community  will 
also  move  quickly  to  open  its  markets.  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  we  are  increasing  our  support  for 
Poland’s  private  sector.  The  Polish-Ameri- 
can  Enterprise  Fund  has  now  committed 
more  than  $100  million  for  new  ventures. 
And  President  Bush  was  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  a  new  housing  loan  guarantee  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  region,  with  the  majority 
going  to  assist  Poland  in  developing  a  pri¬ 
vate  housing  sector. 

At  this  time  of  historic  change  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  Baltic  States,  Poland’s 
success  is  all  the  more  important  to  us.  As 
President  Bush  told  Prime  Minister  Bie¬ 
lecki,  the  United  States  attaches  great  im¬ 
portance  to  Poland’s  security  and  independ¬ 
ence  and  to  the  new  U.S. -Polish  partner¬ 
ship. 


Remarks  at  the  Stan  Scott  Tribute  Dinner 
September  11,  1991 


Thank  you  all,  and  please  be  seated.  And 
Connie,  let  me  thank  you  on  behalf  of 
everybody  here  for  your  key  role  in  making 
this  such  a  very  special  evening.  Lou  Sulli¬ 
van,  our  Secretary,  who  in  my  view  is  doing 


a  superb  job,  is,  as  many  of  you  know,  off  in 
Africa  or  he  certainly  would  have  been 
here.  And  he  sends  his  greetings. 

And  I  don’t  know  how  you  begin  to  thank 
everybody  in  this  distinguished  audience. 
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We  have  Senator  Pressler,  Senator  Breaux, 
and  Bob  Livingston,  Julian  Dixon,  Art 
Fletcher,  Charlie  Rangel,  Buddy  Roemer, 
Ambassador  Weinmann,  Sid  Barthelemy, 
Chris  Edley,  Bill  Gray.  Ron  Brown’s  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  here;  I  hope  he  is.  Percy 
Sutton,  Lionel  Hampton,  Vernon  Jordan, 
Peabo  Bryson,  and  on  and  on  it  goes  in  one 
of  the  most  glamorous  get-togethers.  I  don’t 
see  how  some  of  us  fit  in  the  same  room 
with  our  views,  but  you  know  why  we’re  all 
brought  together:  It’s  Stan  Scott. 

What  are  you  laughing  at?  [Laughter] 

But  let  me  also  salute  the  family:  Bettye, 
and  of  course,  Stan,  and  Susan,  Ken,  Stan, 
Jr.  I’m  fibrillating  just  trying  to  get  through 
the  acknowledgments  of  this  darned  dinner. 
[Laughter]  Barbara  and  I  don’t  go  out 
much.  [Laughter]  We  get  asked  out  some, 
but  we  don’t  go  out  much.  And  I  know  I 
speak  for  her  when  I  say  what  a  joy,  just  on 
a  plain  friendship  basis,  what  a  joy  this 
evening  has  been. 

Imagine  a  guy  like  me  from  Texas  associ¬ 
ating  with  an  Ivy  League  elitist  like  Gover¬ 
nor  Roemer  of  Louisiana.  [Laughter]  It’s  ab¬ 
solutely— two  degrees  from  Harvard.  Can 
you  imagine  that?  And  when  I  got  tonight’s 
program  and  looked  down  this  awesome  list 
of  speakers,  I  felt  like  a  contestant  on  “Star 
Search.”  [Laughter]  It’s  bad  enough  when 
you  have  one  act  to  follow,  but  six  is  a  little 
too  much. 

And  after  all  this  eloquence,  I  know  how 
Zsa  Zsa  Gabor’s  last  husband  felt.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  I  know  what  I’m  supposed  to  do,  but 
I’m  not  exactly  sure  how  to  make  it  inter¬ 
esting.  [Laughter] 

But,  listen,  thank  you,  Connie,  and  all  the 
others  that  arranged  this  wonderful  pro¬ 
gram  for,  really,  for  urging  us  to  come,  for 
letting  me  participate,  and  Barbara  and  me 
to  be  such  enthusiastic  participants  in  this. 
Let  me  salute  the  Stanley  Scott  Scholarship 
Fund.  And  I  can’t  tell  you  how  much  it 
means  to  join  all  of  you  in  praising  our  close 
friend  and  saying  a  simple  thanks  to  you, 
Stan,  for  bringing  us  all  together  and  for  so 
much  more. 

You  know,  Stan  offers  living  proof  that 
love  nourishes  virtue,  that  hard  work  pays, 
that  good  things  happen  to  good  people, 
and  most  impressive,  that  some  journalists 
can  turn  to  honest  work.  [Laughter] 


Now  that  you  have  sold  your  beer  distrib¬ 
utorship,  Stan,  you  are  at  liberty  to  divulge 
the  great  secret.  And  I  hope  Leonard  Gold¬ 
stein  won’t  take  offense.  But  we  all  want  to 
know  which  is  it:  “tastes  great”  or  “less  fill¬ 
ing”?  [Laughter] 

Those  of  us  who  know  Stan  and  feel  we 
know  him  well,  know  that  four  passions 
govern  his  life:  love  of  family,  love  of  coun¬ 
try,  love  of  adventure,  and  love  of  good 
works.  And  I’m  leaving  out  his  love  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Lakers  which  is  a  sore  subject 
this  year. 

But  Stan’s  family  instilled  in  him  a  real 
hunger  for  knowledge.  And  lest  some  of 
you  haven’t  milled  through  this  room,  I 
don’t  know  who’s  looking  after  Atlanta.  So 
many  Scotts  from  there  are  here.  But  some¬ 
body’s  looking  after  the  store. 

But  you  feel  this  sense  of  family  when 
you’re  around  Stanley.  And  you  know  that 
his  family  instilled  in  him  a  real  hunger  for 
knowledge.  His  love  of  country  inspired 
him  to  give  back  some  of  freedom’s  bless¬ 
ings.  His  love  of  adventure  gave  him  the 
courage  to  shift  careers  without  even  shift¬ 
ing  gears:  journalism,  politics,  corporate 
communications,  private  business.  And  his 
love  of  good  works  moved  him  to  try  new 
ideas,  new  angles,  new  approaches,  to  make 
the  best  for  this  magnificent  gift  of  friend¬ 
ship. 

If  you  look  around  the  room,  you  get  an 
appreciation  of  the  power  of  Stan’s  person¬ 
ality.  Here,  we  have  people  of  all  colors,  all 
parties,  all  backgrounds.  It’s  the  darnedest 
wild  and  crazy  mix  of  different  political 
views  I’ve  ever  seen.  You  have  Democrats 
such  as  former  Congressman  Bill  Gray  and 
New  Orleans’  very  able  Mayor  Sidney 
Barthelemy  join  Republicans  such  as 
Connie  Newman  and  Buddy  Roemer.  And 
we’re  here  because  of  Stan,  who  taught  us 
all  really  what  friendship  means  and  be¬ 
cause  we  know  that  education  can  foster 
true  brotherhood.  It  can  lead  us  as  individ¬ 
uals  and  as  a  Nation  to  the  true  equality 
that  we  have  sought  so  long.  It  can  dissolve 
the  ignorance,  prejudice,  and  hatred  that 
build  high  walls  between  people. 

And  the  United  Negro  College  Fund 
strengthens  America  by  extending  educa¬ 
tions  to  deserving  men  and  women  at  41 
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private  historically  black  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities.  The  Stanley  Scott  Scholarships  will 
be  built  upon  that  solid  legacy. 

And  no  one  here  underestimates  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  UNCF’s  mission  or,  frankly, 
the  difficulties  that  it  faces.  Many  UNCF 
institutions  have  suffered  through  some 
tough  times,  but  they  have  survived,  thanks 
to  the  hard  work  of  people  in  this  room  and 
to  the  professionals  who  work  at  UNCF  in¬ 
stitutions. 

The  United  Negro  College  Fund  keeps 
hope  alive  by  ministering  specially  to  black 
American  men  and  women.  And  if  you  11 
permit  me  a  personal  note,  my  own  person¬ 
al  involvment  started  way  back  in  1947 
when  I  was  at  college  and  when  Bill  Trent, 
who  was  well  and  favorably  known  to  so 
many  of  us  in  this  room,  came  into  my  life 
and  signed  me  up.  Now,  as  Bill  Gray  very 
generously  mentioned,  as  honorary  chair¬ 
man  of  Campaign  2000,  I  take  great  happi¬ 
ness  and  great  joy  in  the  fact  that  my  family 
has  a  continued  involvement.  And  my 
younger  brother,  John,  will  become  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  the  United  Negro  Col¬ 
lege  Fund  starting  in  April  of  1992. 

We  all  know,  we  all  believe  that  a  mind  is 
a  terrible  thing  to  waste,  and  so,  frankly, 
are  United  Negro  College  Fund  colleges 
and  universities.  We  must  not  let  them  be 
wasted. 

And  before  I  go  any  further,  let  me  just 
ask  everyone  to  thank  and  to  recognize 
Chris  Edley’s  fabulous  work  as  UNCF  presi¬ 
dent.  Can’t  see  him  out  there,  but - [ap¬ 

plause].  And  I  know  there  are  other  previ¬ 
ous  presidents,  my  old  and  dear  and  close 
friend  Art  Fletcher  and  Vernon  Jordan,  and 
I’m  leaving  out  a  thousand  because  so  many 
men  of  distinction  and  others  have  served 
as  president  of  the  UNCF. 

Now,  a  word  about  the  next  president  of 
the  UNCF.  You  see,  Bill’s  appointment  is  a 
two-fer,  what  they  call  a  two-fer  for  me. 
When  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  House 
today,  the  Democrats  lost  a  fine  leader,  and 
I  lost  a  very  tough  and  a  very  effective, 
always  fair,  but  a  very  tough  and  effective 
opponent.  But  the  cause  I  care  about 
deeply,  the  one  that  joins  us  tonight,  has 
gained  this  great  leader.  And  so,  I  can’t 
help  but  win:  Get  him  out  of  the  way,  and 
here  we  are  working  together  for  a  cause 


we  all  believe  in. 

But  our  real  star  at  this  all-star  tribute  is 
Stan  and  his  many  contributions  to  our 
lives.  The  Scott  Scholarship  Fund  repre¬ 
sents  the  kind  of  service  that  all  of  us 
admire.  And  it  will  extend  the  gift  of 
knowledge  to  young  men  and  women  who 
might  not  otherwise  get  college  educations. 
It  will  strengthen  the  41  private  institutions 
that  comprise  the  UNCF.  And  it  will 
strengthen,  really,  it  will  strengthen  our 
Nation. 

I’m  committed  to  seeing  our  Nation 
become  the  world’s  leader  in  education.  I 
hate  to  see  this  many  people  assembled 
without  making  what  perhaps  is  the  only 
partisan  pitch  of  the  evening,  but  I  will 
make  it  as  nonpartisan  as  possible:  I  do 
want  to  ask  you  to  look  at  our  America 
2000  education  strategy.  It  is  new,  it  is  in¬ 
novative,  and  I  believe  that  it  will  achieve 
the  national  education  goals  that  we  estab¬ 
lished  in  conjunction  with  every  single  one 
of  the  Nation’s  Governors.  So,  look  at  it,  and 
help  us  if  you  can.  It’s  going  to  lead  to  great 
things  for  the  kids  of  this  country. 

I  know  that  we  have  these  political  differ¬ 
ences,  but  we’re  setting  those  all  aside.  And 
better,  let  us  use  them  if  we  can  as  a  source 
of  strength.  We  must  remember  always,  in 
the  process,  that  civility  lies  at  the  heart  of 
civil  rights. 

The  people  in  this  room  can  make  a  huge 
difference,  as  Stan  has  and  many  of  you  in 
this  room  have.  Let  me  give  you  an  exam¬ 
ple.  I  don’t  know  if  Ron  Brown,  who’s  been 
a  sponsor  of  this  organization,  is  here  to¬ 
night,  and  I  don’t  mean  to  embarrass  him. 
But  let  me  just  tell  you  what  I’m  talking 
about  when  I’m  talking  about  civility. 

I  think  of  the  wasting  illness  that  claimed 
my  friend  Lee  Atwater.  And  some  in  the 
press  and  some  in  the  political  arena  taunt¬ 
ed  him.  He  invited  some  of  it,  I’ll  readily 
admit,  but  nevertheless,  they  taunted  him. 
And  the  personal  attacks  really  tortured  his 
family  and  his  friends.  And  during  all  of 
this,  Ron  Brown  quietly  and  gently  sent 
messages  of  encouragement  and  friendship 
to  Lee  and  Sally  Atwater.  He  didn’t  leak  it 
to  the  press.  He  did  what  friends  do:  He 
just  gave  a  piece  of  himself.  And  I  don’t 
have  to  state  the  obvious,  but  Ron  and  Lee 
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didn’t  agree  on  a  hell  of  a  lot  in  terms  of 
politics.  But  they  knew  that  no  political  dis¬ 
pute  is  worth  surrendering  people’s  basic 
decency.  And  I  salute  Ron  for  that  ap¬ 
proach. 

And  so,  many  of  us  will  disagree  over 
particulars  of  social  policy,  but  we  have 
only  ourselves  to  blame  if  we  fail  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  good  society,  a  Nation  united  in  its 
quest  for  brotherhood,  indivisible  in  its  de¬ 
termination  to  provide  sound  educations  for 
everyone,  committed  to  promoting  the  kind 
of  fairness  that  really  counts,  a  growing 
economy  that  gives  every  man  and  woman 
a  fair  chance  to  go  as  far  as  their  abilities 
will  take  them.  And  Stan,  you  see,  has  given 
life  to  the  ideas  discussed  here  tonight. 

His  strength  of  character  and  the  range 
of  his  accomplishments  are  legend,-  I  loved 
that  film.  We  may  have  little  fights,  but 
Stan  has  taken  on  what  literally  is  the  fight 
of  his  life.  And  Stan,  we  love  you.  We’re 
pulling  for  you.  You  have  served  your 
Nation  and  your  many  friends  long  and  self¬ 
lessly.  We  salute  you.  And  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,  so  let  us  just  give  thanks  to  and  for  a 
great  American. 

And  Stan,  thanks  for  giving  us  a  look  at 
our  better  selves  and  depriving  us  of  ex¬ 
cuses  when  we  think  that  things  seem  too 
tough,  the  odds  too  long,  the  path  too  clut¬ 
tered  with  obstructions.  You,  through  your 
example,  have  overcome,  and  in  time  so 
shall  we  all.  God  bless  you. 


Note :  The  President  spoke  at  8:34  p.m .  in 
the  ballroom  at  the  Washington  Sheraton 
Hotel  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Con¬ 
stance  Berry  Newman ,  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Personal  Management;  Senators 
Larry  Pressler  and  John  B.  Breaux;  Repre¬ 
sentatives  Bob  Livingston ,  Julian  C.  Dixon , 
and  Charles  B.  Rangel;  Arthur  A.  Fletcher , 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Civil 
Rights;  Gov .  Buddy  Roemer  of  Louisiana; 
John  G.  Weinmann ,  US.  Ambassador  to 
Finland;  Sid  Barthelemy ,  mayor  of  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Chris  Edley  and  William  H.  Gray  III, 
former  president  and  president  of  the 
United  Negro  College  Fund;  Ronald  H. 
Brown,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Nation¬ 
al  Committee;  Percy  Sutton,  general  part¬ 
ner,  Apollo  Theatre  Investor  Group;  musi¬ 
cian  Lionel  Hampton;  Vernon  E.  Jordan,  Jr., 
former  president  of  the  National  Urban 
League;  singer  Peabo  Bryson;  Stan  Scott’s 
wife,  Betty e,  and  children,  Susan ,  Ken,  and 
Stan,  Jr.;  Leonard  Goldstein,  president  of 
Miller  Brewing  Co.;  William  Trent,  former 
president  of  the  United  Negro  College 
Fund;  and  Lee  Atwater,  former  chairman  of 
the  Republican  National  Committee,  and 
his  widow,  Sally.  The  President  also  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  television  program  “Star 
Search” and  a  video  shown  at  the  dinner  on 
Stan  Scott’s  life.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  International  Convention 
on  Salvage,  1989 
September  11,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  the 
International  Convention  on  Salvage,  1989, 
done  at  London  April  28,  1989,  and  signed 
by  the  United  States  on  March  29,  1990, 
subject  to  ratification.  I  also  transmit,  for 
the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  of 
the  Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the 
Convention. 

This  Convention  is  designed  to  promote 


sound  environmental  practices  by  commer¬ 
cial  salvors  and  to  strengthen  the  maritime 
transportation  industries  by  ensuring  that 
salvors  receive  adequate  compensation.  This 
Convention  also  incorporates  the  essential 
provisions  of  the  Convention  for  the  Unifi¬ 
cation  of  Certain  Rules  of  Law  with  Respect 
to  Assistance  and  Salvage  at  Sea,  done  at 
Brussels  September  23,  1910  (27  Stat.  1658, 
TS  576,  1  Bevans  780),  which  it  will  replace 
for  States  Party  to  both  Conventions  to  the 
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extent  their  provisions  are  incompatible. 
The  1910  Convention  reflects  the  tradition¬ 
al  international  admiralty  principles  that  a 
salvor  may  be  remunerated  for  salvage 
services  only  if  successful,  and  the  salvage 
reward  is  limited  to  the  value  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  salved. 

The  1989  Salvage  Convention  offers  in¬ 
creased  protection  for  the  marine  environ¬ 
ment  by  requiring  both  the  vessel  owner 
and  the  salvor  to  use  due  care  to  protect 
the  marine  environment  and  permits  the 
salvor  to  be  rewarded  for  preventing  or 
minimizing  damage  to  the  environment 


during  salvage  operations. 

The  United  States  played  an  active  role  in 
the  development  and  negotiation  of  this 
Convention.  The  affected  public  sectors 
have  been  fully  consulted.  All  recommend 
expeditious  ratification  of  the  Convention. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early 
and  favorable  consideration  to  the  1989  Sal¬ 
vage  Convention,  and  give  its  advice  and 
consent  to  ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  11,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  International 
Telecommunication  Regulations 
September  11,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  International  Telecom¬ 
munication  Regulations,  with  appendices, 
signed  at  Melbourne  on  December  9,  1988, 
with  a  statement,  including  a  reservation.  I 
transmit  also,  for  the  information  of  the 
Senate,  the  report  of  the  Department  of 
State  with  respect  to  the  Regulations. 

The  International  Telecommunication 
Regulations  (Melbourne,  1988)  replace  the 
Telegraph  Regulations  and  the  Telephone 
Regulations  (Geneva,  1973),  to  which  the 
United  States  is  a  party. 

The  International  Telecommunication 
Regulations  provide  suitably  neutral  and 
flexible  guidelines  for  international  telecom¬ 


munication  networks  and  services  offered 
to  the  public.  The  Regulations  are  in  the 
public  and  commercial  interest  of  the 
United  States. 

The  International  Telecommunication 
Regulations  entered  into  force  on  July  1, 
1990,  among  states  that  have  notified  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  International  Tele¬ 
communication  Union  of  their  adherence. 

I  believe  that  the  United  States  should 
become  a  party  to  the  International  Tele¬ 
communication  Regulations,  and  it  is  my 
hope  that  the  Senate  will  take  timely  action 
on  this  matter  and  give  its  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  to  ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  11,  1991. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Railroad  Retirement  Board 
September  11,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  hereby  submit  to  the  Congress  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Railroad  Retirement 
Board  for  Fiscal  Year  1990,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  section  7(b)(6)  of  the  Railroad 
Retirement  Act,  and  section  12(1)  of  the 
Railroad  Unemployment  Insurance  Act. 

The  Railroad  Retirement  Board  (RRB) 
serves  nearly  900,000  railroad  retirees  and 
their  families  and  almost  280,000  railroad 
employees  who  rely  on  the  system  for  re¬ 
tirement,  unemployment,  disability,  and 
sickness  insurance  benefits.  Beneficiaries 
depend  on  the  financial  integrity  of  the 
pension  funds  for  payment  of  their  benefits. 

This  report  includes  the  RRB’s  18th  actu¬ 
arial  valuation  of  the  railroad  retirement 
program’s  assets  and  liabilities.  The  valu¬ 
ation  concluded  that,  barring  a  sudden,  un¬ 
anticipated,  large  drop  in  railroad  employ¬ 
ment,  the  railroad  retirement  system  will 
experience  no  cash-flow  problems  for  at 
least  20  years.  The  long-term  stability  of  the 
system,  however,  remains  questionable,  and 
under  the  current  financing  structure, 
actual  levels  of  rail  employment  in  the 
coming  years  will  determine  whether  addi¬ 
tional  corrective  action  is  necessary. 

The  Railroad  Retirement  Reform  Com¬ 
mission,  created  by  the  Congress  to  give  the 
rail  sector  a  chance  to  address  the  financial 
instability  of  the  rail  pension,  issued  its 
report  in  September  of  1990.  I  strongly 
oppose  the  report’s  recommendation  to 
renew  the  diversion  of  Federal  income 
taxes  to  the  rail  pension.  Since  1983,  ap¬ 
proximately  $1.5  billion  in  such  taxpayers 
subsidies  have  been  given  to  the  rail  pen¬ 
sion  fund.  Railroad  pension  benefits  should 
be  financed  solely  by  rail  sector  resources, 
and  I  will  continue  to  oppose  any  additional 
general  revenue  funding  measures  for  the 
railroad  retirement  system. 

Other  Commission  recommendations 
such  as  privatization  hold  promise  as  equita¬ 
ble  reforms  to  the  system;  rules  protecting 


private  pensions  (ERISA)  should  also  apply 
to  the  railroad’s  private  pension  system. 

The  Commission  adopted  a  proposal  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Administration’s  FY  1992 
budget  to  extend  benefits  to  all  rail  sector 
beneficiaries,  such  as  widows  and  divorced 
spouses.  These  individuals  would  have  been 
eligible  for  benefits  under  Social  Security 
but  are  denied  equivalent  benefits  by  the 
rail  system.  Conforming  rail  social  security 
and  Social  Security  would  make  the  rail 
pension  benefit  structure  more  equitable. 
This  Administration  has  a  strong  belief  in 
just  governance  and  supports  such  a  meas¬ 
ure  that  would  conform  benefit  eligibility 
under  the  Railroad  Retirement  Act  with  the 
Social  Security  Act. 

The  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
(OMB)  was  concerned  with  the  overall  man¬ 
agement  of  RRB  programs  and  engaged  in 
a  thorough  management  review  of  its  oper¬ 
ations.  As  a  result  of  this  review,  an  agree¬ 
ment  was  reached  between  OMB  and  RRB 
that  included  a  5-year  management  plan 
outlining  the  specific  improvements  and  re¬ 
sources  necessary  to  achieve  much  needed 
reforms  at  the  RRB.  Both  OMB  and  RRB 
are  committed  to  many  substantial  reforms, 
and  the  RRB  leadership  is  demonstrating  a 
new  and  progressive  approach  to  addressing 
inefficiencies,  debt  collection,  and  automa¬ 
tion  modernization.  I  commend  the  Board 
for  its  efforts  and  urge  the  Congress  to  sup¬ 
port  appropriations  for  these  measures  to 
enhance  RRB  efficiency,  eliminate  material 
weaknesses,  and  to  protect  the  integrity  of 
the  trust  funds.  The  RRB  Inspector  Gener¬ 
al’s  Office  also  deserves  praise  for  its  dili¬ 
gence  in  monitoring  and  enforcing  industry 
compliance  with  the  pension  contribution 
statutes.  Such  efforts  help  to  preserve  the 
integrity  of  the  rail  pension  funds,  on  which 
rail  employees  and  retirees  depend. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  11,  1991. 
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Nomination  of  Edward  P.  Djerejian  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State 

September  11,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Edward  P.  Djerejian,  of 
Maryland,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior 
Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counsel¬ 
or,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
Near  Eastern  and  South  Asian  Affairs.  He 
would  succeed  John  Hubert  Kelly. 

Since  1988  Ambassador  Djerejian  has 
served  as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Syrian 
Arab  Republic.  Prior  to  this  he  served  as 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Near 
Eastern  and  South  Asian  Affairs,  1986-1988; 
as  a  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  and 
Deputy  Press  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 


Nomination  of  Jose  E.  Martinez  To 
Development  Program 
September  11,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Jose  E.  Martinez,  of  Texas, 
to  be  Director  of  the  Trade  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Program.  This  is  a  new  position. 

Currently  Mr.  Martinez  serves  as  Special 
Assistant  to  the  President  and  Associate  Di¬ 
rector  of  Presidential  Personnel  at  the 
White  House  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to 
this,  he  served  as  Associate  Director  of  Pres¬ 
idential  Personnel  for  national  security  mat¬ 
ters,  1990;  as  president  of  J.E.  Martinez  & 
Associates,  Inc.,  a  consulting  firm  in  Alexan- 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
September  12,  1991 

The  President  Since  the  end  of  the  Gulf 
war,  we’ve  worked  extremely  hard  to  take 
advantage  of  what  we  believe  are  new  and 
exciting  possibilities  for  peace  in  the  Middle 
East.  Secretary  of  State  Baker  has  traveled 
to  the  region  about  half  a  dozen  times  and 
will  go  again  in  a  few  days.  As  a  result  of 


1985-1986;  and  as  the  Deputy  Chief  of  Mis¬ 
sion  at  the  American  Embassy  in  Amman, 
Jordan,  1981-1984.  In  addition,  he  served  at 
the  American  Embassy  in  Moscow  as  chief 
of  external  affairs  in  the  political  section 
and  then  as  acting  political  counselor,  1979- 
1981. 

Ambassador  Djerejian  graduated  from 
Georgetown  University  (B.S.,  1960).  He  was 
born  March  6,  1939,  in  New  York,  NY.  Am¬ 
bassador  Djerejian  served  in  the  U.S.  Army, 
1960-1962.  He  is  married,  has  two  children, 
and  resides  in  Bethesda,  MD. 


Be  Director  of  the  Trade  and 


dria,  VA,  1985-1990;  and  as  a  professional 
staff  member  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Armed  Services,  1981-1985. 

Mr.  Martinez  graduated  from  Our  Lady 
of  the  Lake  University  in  San  Antonio,  TX, 
(B.A.,  1976)  and  the  Catholic  University  of 
America  (M.A.,  1979).  He  was  born  August 
14,  1941,  in  Matamoros,  Mexico.  Mr.  Marti¬ 
nez  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  1961- 
1981.  He  is  married,  has  five  children,  and 
resides  in  Alexandria,  VA. 


these  efforts  we’re  on  the  brink  of  an  histor¬ 
ic  breakthrough.  We’ve  come  a  long,  long 
way,  and  we’re  close  to  being  able  to  con¬ 
vene  a  peace  conference  that,  in  turn, 
would  launch  direct  peace  negotiations  be¬ 
tween  Israel  and  the  Arab  States,  something 
the  State  of  Israel  has  sought  since  its  incep- 
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tion. 

A  few  days  ago,  I  asked  Congress  to  defer 
consideration  for  120  days  of  Israel’s  re¬ 
quest  for  $10  billion  in  additional  U.S.  loan 
guarantees  meant  to  help  Israel  absorb  its 
many  new  immigrants.  I  did  so  in  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  peace.  I  did  so  because  we  must 
avoid  a  contentious  debate  that  would  raise 
a  host  of  controversial  issues,  issues  so  sensi¬ 
tive  that  a  debate  now  could  well  destroy 
our  ability  to  bring  one  or  more  of  the  par¬ 
ties  to  the  peace  table. 

A  good  deal  of  confusion  surrounds  this 
request  for  deferral,  confusion  that  I’d  like 
to  try  to  clear  up.  Let  me  begin  by  making 
clear  what  my  request  for  delay  is  not 
about.  It’s  not  about  the  strength  of  my  or 
this  country’s  support  for  emigration  to 
Israel.  Both  as  Vice  President  and  Presi¬ 
dent,  I’ve  tried  my  hardest  to  do  everything 
possible  to  liberate  Jews  living  in  Ethiopia 
and  the  Soviet  Union  so  that  they  could 
emigrate  to  Israel.  Today,  in  no  small  part 
due  to  American  efforts,  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  are  now  living  in  Israel  able 
at  last  to  live  free  of  fear,  free  to  practice 
their  faith. 

Nor  should  our  request  for  delay  be 
viewed  as  an  indication  that  there  exists  any 
question  in  my  mind  about  the  need  for  a 
strong  and  secure  Israel.  For  more  than  40 
years  the  United  States  has  been  Israel’s 
closest  friend  in  the  world,  and  this  remains 
the  case  and  will  as  long  as  I  am  President 
of  the  United  States. 

This  is  a  friendship  backed  up  with  real 
support.  Just  months  ago,  American  men 
and  women  in  uniform  risked  their  lives  to 
defend  Israelis  in  the  face  of  Iraqi  Scud  mis¬ 
siles.  And  indeed,  Desert  Storm,  while  win¬ 
ning  a  war  against  aggression,  also  achieved 
the  defeat  of  Israel’s  most  dangerous  adver¬ 
sary.  And  during  the  current  fiscal  year 
alone  and  despite  our  own  economic  prob¬ 
lems,  the  United  States  provided  Israel  with 
more  than  $4  billion  in  economic  and  mili¬ 
tary  aid,  nearly  $1,000  for  every  Israeli 
man,  woman,  and  child,  as  well  as  with 
$400  million  in  loan  guarantees  to  facilitate 
immigrant  absorption. 

My  request  that  Congress  delay  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  Israeli  request  for  $10  billion  in 
new  loan  guarantees  to  support  immigrant 
absorption  is  about  peace.  For  the  first  time 


in  history,  the  vision  of  Israelis  sitting  with 
their  Arab  neighbors  to  talk  peace  is  a  real 
prospect.  Nothing  should  be  done  that 
might  interfere  with  this  prospect.  And  if 
necessary,  I  will  use  my  veto  power  to  pre¬ 
vent  that  from  happening.  Peace  is  what 
these  new  immigrants  to  Israel  and,  indeed, 
all  Israelis  long  for.  Their  chance  for  a 
decent  job,  a  decent  life,  depends  on  it.  It  is 
our  goal  to  support  the  welfare  of  the  new 
immigrants  and  to  have  peace,  not  to 
choose  one  humanitarian  goal  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  other. 

Let  me  end  with  just  one  final  point:  The 
Constitution  charges  the  President  with  the 
conduct  of  the  Nation’s  foreign  policy.  And 
during  Desert  Shield  and  then  Desert 
Storm,  I  came  before  the  American  people, 
as  President,  asking  for  the  latitude  to  do 
what  was  right  and  necessary.  A  good  many 
sincere  Members  of  Congress  of  both  par¬ 
ties  disagreed  at  the  time.  And  now  again 
there’s  an  attempt  by  some  in  the  Congress 
to  prevent  the  President  from  taking  steps 
central  to  the  Nation’s  security. 

But  too  much  is  at  stake  for  domestic 
politics  to  take  precedence  over  peace.  This 
I  know  is  something  the  bulk  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  understand.  And  I’m  asking  the 
Congress  to  postpone  this  question  for  120 
days.  This  postponement  is  not  meant  to 
prejudice  in  any  way  what  we  would  do 
come  January.  And  I’m  asking  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  to  support  me  in  this  request. 
Quite  simply,  a  120-day  delay  is  not  too 
much  for  a  President  to  ask  for  with  so 
much  in  the  balance.  We  must  give  peace  a 
chance.  We  must  give  peace  every  chance. 

And  now  I’d  be  glad  to  take  a  few  ques¬ 
tions. 

Foreign  Aid  and  the  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  say  to 
people  who  believe  that  if  there  is  aid  made 
available,  that  it  best  be  spent  on  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans  who  are  without  jobs 
and  are  disadvantaged? 

The  President  Well,  that  is  a  question 
that  the  American  people  seem  to  be  rais¬ 
ing  more  and  more  about  foreign  aid.  But 
my  view  is,  we  must  do  what  we  can  to 
facilitate  this  peace  process.  In  the  long  run, 
that  is  not  only  in  our  national  security  in- 
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terest,  but  I  think  it  would  prove  to  be  in 
the  financial  interests  of  the  United  States 
as  well.  So  I  don’t  think  that  these  two  need 
to  be  mutually  exclusive. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  are  going  to  do 
more  and  more  for  the  Americans  who  are 
without  jobs  now  and  who  are  really  pover¬ 
ty-stricken? 

The  President  I  think  we  are  beginning 
to  see  this  economy  move,  and  I  think  that, 
of  course,  is  by  far  the  best  answer  to  jobs. 
Jobs  created  by  the  Federal  Government 
don’t  last.  Jobs  created  by  a  reinvigorated 
private  sector  do.  And  that  is  why  I  would 
hope  that  our  growth  package  that  we  have 
there  can  be  moved  on. 

Hostage  Situation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Israel  yesterday  re¬ 
leased  51  Arab  prisoners,  and  the  Shiite 
Moslem  kidnappers  say  that  they  support  a 
comprehensive  settlement  of  the  hostage 
ordeal.  What’s  your  reading  of  this  situation, 
and  is  there  anything  that  the  United  States 
can  do  to  facilitate  the  process? 

The  President  Not  directly.  I  was  very 
pleased,  though,  at  the  release  of  those  pris¬ 
oners.  We  have  been  in  touch  with  the  Sec¬ 
retary-General,  with  Mr.  Picco  of  his  office 
also  who  is  doing  a  very  good  job.  And 
again,  we’re  back  where  we  were  a  month 
ago:  “How  optimistic  is  the  President?  How 
optimistic  is  the  Congress  about  the  release 
of  these  prisoners?”  And  once  again,  I  am 
going  to  resist  quantifying  my  optimism. 
But  I  think  this  recent  development  is 
bound  to  be  viewed  properly  as  very,  very 
favorable. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  the  release  of  a 
hostage  is  imminent? 

The  President  I  don’t  want  to  put  terms 
on  it.  I  mean,  I  know  that  there  was  a  feel¬ 
ing  a  month  ago,  I  remember  it  very  well, 
that  a  hostage  release  is  imminent,  and  sure 
enough,  thank  heavens,  a  release  did  take 
place.  But  I  just  am  going  to  resist,  Terry 
[Terence  Hunt,  Associated  Press],  if  you  will 
permit  me  not  to  go  into  how  optimistic  or 
moderately  optimistic  or  whatever  that  I 
am. 

Supreme  Court  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  change  the  subject 
yet  again,  Judge  Thomas  has  told  the  Senate 


Committee  that  he’s  never  expressed  an 
opinion  about  Roe  versus  Wade ;  that  he  has 
no  opinion  in  18  years  on  one  of  the  most 
controversial  legal  issues  in  the  country. 
First  of  all,  do  you  find  that  credible?  And 
secondly,  do  you  find  that  something  that 
commends  him  further  to  be  a  Justice  on 
the  Supreme  Court? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  a  question  for 
the  Senate  to  decide,  and  I  think  he’s  han¬ 
dling  himself  very,  very  well.  And  if  you 
look  back  to  other  people  that  have  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  Court,  there  seems  to  be 
some  similarity  in  wanting  to  stay  away 
from  prejudging  cases.  So,  he  has  my  full 
support.  I  think  he’s  doing  a  beautiful  job 
up  there.  Again,  I  don’t  quantify  every¬ 
thing,  but  I  feel  more  confident  than  ever 
that  he  will  be  confirmed.  And  I  think 
that’s  because  the  American  people  see  that 
he  should  be. 

Q.  Are  you  surprised  that  he  said  he  has 
absolutely  no  opinion  on  the  subject? 

The  President  No,  I  think  he’s  handling 
himself  very,  very  well. 

Loa n  Guaran  tees  for  Israel 

Q.  Back  on  the  question  of  the  Israeli 
loan  guarantees,  even  many  of  your  Repub¬ 
lican  supporters  on  the  Hill  say  that  Israel 
should  have  had  this  money  a  long  time 
ago.  And  they  don’t  support  the  120-day 
delay  that  you’re  asking  for.  Is  there  any 
kind  of  compromise?  Is  there  any  kind  of 
middle  ground?  You  sound  very  tough 
today  on  wanting  to  hold  to  that  120. 

The  President  I  just  sound  principled.  I 
am  convinced  that  this  debate  would  be 
counterproductive  to  peace.  And  I  owe  it  to 
the  Members  of  Congress  to  say  it  as  force¬ 
fully  as  I  can.  I’ve  worn  out  the  telephone 
in  there,  and  one  ear,  and  I’m  going  to 
move  over  to  the  other  ear  and  keep  on  it 
because  peace  is  vital  here,  and  we’ve 
worked  too  hard  to  have  that  request  of 
mine  denied.  And  I  think  the  American 
people  will  support  me.  They  know  we  sup¬ 
port  Israel.  I’ve  just  detailed  some  of  what 
we’ve  done.  So,  there  should  be  no  question 
about  that.  I  am  giving  the  Congress,  and  I 
did  it  with  the  leaders  today,  having  an 
opportunity  here,  thank  you,  to  do  it  here, 
to  give  my  best  judgment.  And  I’m  up 
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against  some  powerful  political  forces,  but  I 
owe  it  to  the  American  people  to  tell  them 
how  strongly  I  feel  about  deferral. 

Q.  Are  those  powerful  political  forces  un¬ 
grateful  for  what  you’ve  done  so  far  on  a 
peace  process?  And  why  doesn’t  the  peace 
argument  sell  with  them? 

The  President  I  think  it  will  sell,  but  it’s 
taking  a  little  time.  And  we ’re  up  against  a 
very  strong  and  effective,  sometimes, 
groups  that  go  up  to  the  Hill.  I  heard  today 
there  was  something  like  a  thousand  lobby¬ 
ists  on  the  Hill  working  the  other  side  of 
the  question.  We’ve  got  one  lonely  little 
guy  down  here  doing  it.  [Laughter]  Howev¬ 
er,  I  like  this  forum  better,  too. 

Q.  Are  they  ungrateful  for  what  you’re 
trying  to  do? 

The  President  I’m  not  talking  about  grati¬ 
tude.  I’m  talking  about  world  peace.  And 
we’ve  got  to  get  it  into  a  far  broader  per¬ 
spective.  And  that’s  exactly  what  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about,  and  I  think  people  will  under¬ 
stand  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  a  conten¬ 
tious  debate  now  could  actually  keep  some 
parties  away  from  the  peace  table.  Yet,  the 
Israelis  claim  that  those  Arabs  who  have 
indicated  a  willingness  to  participate  in  the 
peace  process  have  not  made  the  settle¬ 
ment  issue  a  precondition.  They  say  that’s 
your  precondition.  As  one  columnist  said 
this  week,  it’s  your  obsession.  Is  that  fair? 

The  President  I  would  simply  say  that  I 
read  some  charges  coming  out  of  a  source 
in  Israel  that  we’d  made  a  deal  with  the 
Arabs  that  we  would  fight  this.  That’s  not 
true.  That  is  factually  incorrect,  simply  not 
true.  No,  it  is  my  judgment  and  Jim’s  and 
everybody  else  that’s  working  this  problem 
and  has  been  for  months  that  this  is  the 
approach  we  ought  to  take  because  we 
don’t  want  a  contentious  debate  on  settle¬ 
ments  or  anything  else  over  there  at  this 
juncture.  We  want  to  get  these  parties  to 
the  table.  And  I  don’t  think  it’s  asking  too 
much  to  have  a  120-day  delay.  I  think  Con¬ 
gress  should  listen  carefully  to  what  I’m 
asking  for,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  go 
along  with  this. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  talked  about  pow¬ 
erful  political  forces  at  work.  It  sounds  like 
you’re  feeling  the  heat  from  the  Israeli 
lobby.  Do  you  think  that  there’s  unfair  for¬ 


eign  intervention  in  the  U.S.  political  proc¬ 
ess  here? 

The  President  No,  I  think  everybody 
ought  to  fight  for  what  they  believe  in. 
That’s  exactly  what  I’m  beginning  to  do 
right  here.  We’ve  laid  back  down,  we’ve 
been  lying  in  the  weeds,  saying  let’s  not  get 
all  these  debate  subjects  going.  The  best 
thing  for  peace,  to  move  the  process  for¬ 
ward,  is  just  have  this  deferral. 

But  I’m  going  to  fight  for  what  I  believe. 
And  it  may  be  popular  politically,  but  prob¬ 
ably  it’s  not.  But  that’s  not  the  question 
here.  That’s  not  the  question,  is  whether  it’s 
good  1992  politics.  What’s  important  here  is 
that  we  give  this  process  a  chance.  I  don’t 
care  if  I  get  one  vote.  I’m  going  to  stand  for 
what  I  believe  here.  And  I  believe  the 
American  people  will  be  with  me  if  we  put 
it  on  this  question  of  principle.  And  nobody 
has  been  a  better  friend  to  Israel  than  the 
United  States,  and  no  one  will  continue  to 
be  a  better  friend  than  the  United  States. 

But  here,  we  are  simply  asking  for  a  120- 
day  deferral,  and  that’s  what  motivates  me. 
It  doesn’t  have  anything  to  do  with  lobbies 
or  politics  or  anything  else. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  just  how  much  damage 
is  being  caused  by  this  showdown? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  there’s  any 
damage.  Lawsy,  we’ll  be  debating  some¬ 
thing  else  tomorrow.  But  I  think  this  one’s 
very  important,  and  that’s  why  I  want  to  be 
sure  that  our  position  is  out  there.  I’m  not 
only  half  in  jest  about  what’s  happening  up 
there  on  the  Hill.  Listen,  there’s  a  tremen¬ 
dous  effort  going  on.  And  we  have  had  a 
low  profile  on  this.  And  I  wake  up  now  and 
see  that  we  better  get  our  message  out  loud 
and  clear. 

Q.  Does  this  strain  itself  threaten  the 
peace  process? 

The  President  No.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  peace  process  in  my  view.  What 
would  happen,  the  result  is  what  would 
strain  it,  not  the - 

Q.  Isn’t  there  a  loss  of  trust,  sir?  Do  the 
Israelis  trust  you  as  much  as  they  did? 

The  President  Well,  you’ll  have  to  ask  the 
Israelis  that.  I  can’t  tell  you  about  that.  All 
I’m  doing  is  expressing  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  And  we’re 
going  to  say  what  we  think  is  best.  If  they 
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agree,  fine.  They’ve  got  to  worry  about 
their  priorities.  But  I  think  many  people 
there  want  to  see  this  peace  process  go  for¬ 
ward.  The  polling  numbers  in  Israel  are 
overwhelming  in  support  of  the  peace  proc¬ 
ess. 

And  so,  what  I’m  trying  to  say  is:  Listen, 
to  the  degree  America’s  judgment  and  lead¬ 
ership  matters,  listen  to  what  we  say,  how 
strongly  we  feel  about  this.  And  I  think  the 
people  there  will  respond.  I  think  the 
American  people  will  respond. 

Mr.  Fitzwater.  The  final  question,  please. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  commitment  to  the 
Israelis  and  to  the  Congress,  if  that  delay  is 
acceded  to,  that  you  will  support  the  loan 
guarantee  unequivocally  and  with  no  fur¬ 
ther  condition? 

The  President.  What  was  that? 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  commitment  to  the 
Israelis  and  to  their  supporters  in  the  Con¬ 
gress  that  if  they  agree  to  the  delay,  that 
you  will  then  support  the  loan  guarantee? 

The  President.  Absolutely  not.  That  would 
undermine  everything.  I  proposed  that  the 
question  be  considered  in  120  days  without 
any  objection  on  our  part  and  that  in  princi¬ 
ple  a  concept  of  absorption  aid,  the  princi¬ 
ple  that  we  backed  up  by  $400  million  this 
year,  will  still  be  a  valid  principle.  But  to 
agree  to  something  of  that  nature  would  be 
just  the  same — if  I  feel  it’s  detrimental  to 
the  peace  process  as  presented  now,  that 
kind  of  agreement  would  be  equally  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  peace  process. 

I’m  really  going  to  have  to  run.  I’m  going 
to  Philadelphia  here  in  a  minute,  and  then 
I’ve  got  something  else  I’ve  got  to  do  before 
I  go  there. 

Q.  What? 

The  President.  Domestic  agenda. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  said  Israel  wants 
this  peace  conference  as  much  as  you  do. 
And  yet  it’s  Israel  that  submitted  this  re¬ 
quest  to  you.  Have  they  put  you  in  a  diffi¬ 
cult  position?  And  does  this  say  something 
about  their  less-than-genuine  interest? 

The  President.  Well,  you  can’t  judge  by 
statements  from  one  or  another  in  the  Cabi¬ 
net  in  Israel.  You’ve  got  to  look  at  the 
whole  picture.  And  there  have  been  some 
disquieting  statements  by  one  rather  flam¬ 
boyant  minister  that  I’m  sorry  I  didn’t  get 
asked  about  because  I’ve  just  been  aching 


to  answer  the  question.  [Laughter)  Not 
going  to  answer  any  more.  But  I’m  just 
simply  saying,  we’re  not  judging  it  on  a 
statement  here  or  there.  I  take  the  Prime 
Minister  at  his  word  when  he  says  that  they 
feel  it’s  in  their  interest  to  have  a  peace 
conference.  And  it’s  not  been  an  easy  deci¬ 
sion  for  him.  But  he’s  taken  that  decision, 
and  to  his  credit,  he  reaffirmed  their  inter¬ 
est  in  the  peace  process  just  less  than  48 
hours  ago.  So,  those  are  the  statements  we 
ought  to  look  at,  and  in  that  one,  why,  I  was 
quite  reassured. 

But  again,  Charles  [Charles  Bierbauer, 
Cable  News  Network],  we  are  the  United 
States  of  America.  We’ve  got  our  policy.  We 
should  say  clearly  what  our  policy  is.  And  I 
want  this  peace  process  to  happen.  I  want 
the  Israelis  to  do  that  which  they  wanted  all 
along,  have  a  chance  to  sit  down  one-on- 
one  with  historic  adversaries.  And  I  want 
the  Arabs  to  have  a  chance  to  get  this  ques¬ 
tion  settled  once  and  for  all.  And  I  really 
believe  the  whole  world  wants  that. 

And  it  is  my  best  judgment  that  a  rancor¬ 
ous  debate  now  is  literally  miniscule  in  im¬ 
portance  compared  to  the  objective  of 
peace.  And  that’s  why  we  ought  to  set  it 
back,  120  days  only.  Who’s  going  to  get 
hurt?  What  possibly  could  work  against  that 
reasonable  request  from  an  administration 
that  has  brought  this  thing  from  square  one 
right  up  to  a  peak  that  nobody  really  be¬ 
lieved  we  could  achieve,  getting  these 
countries  together.  And  the  work  that’s 
gone  into  it,  I  just  don’t  want  to  risk  it  by  us 
taking  some  stand  in  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress  against  a  request  by  the  President  in 
order  to  satisfy  some  other  interest. 

We’ve  got  to  keep  our  sights  on  the  broad 
picture  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  And  I 
would  say  that  includes  world  peace. 
They’re  so  closely  interlocked  when  you 
look  at  the  complex  relationships  in  the 
Middle  East  and  how  they  spill  over  into 
Europe,  into  Asia,  into  the  Soviet  Union 
still.  So,  we’re  talking  about  a  major  chance 
now  for  one  more  tremendous  step  towards 
peace.  We’ve  seen  the  evolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  And  we’ve  seen  the  defeat  of 
aggression  over  there  in  Iraq.  We’ve  seen 
democracy  on  the  move  in  our  hemisphere. 
And  here  is  a  last  place  that  really  needs 
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this  peace  process  to  go  forward. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  just  a  quick  followup 
was,  if  this  goes  through,  which  Arabs  could 
you  no  longer  count  on? 

The  President  Fm  not  going  to  define 
that  at  all.  It’s  just  our  judgment  that  it 
would  be  very  detrimental  to  the  peace 
process.  I  can’t  help  you  with  individual — 
listen,  I’ve  got  to  go,  honest. 

Should  we  get  one  in  the — too  bad  you’re 
not  in  the  back  of  the  room.  Right  back 
there. 

CIA  Director  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  next  week  you  have 
another  somewhat  controversial  nominee 
going  to  hearing,  the  Robert  Gates  CIA 
nomination.  Are  you  still  confident  that  he 
will  be  confirmed?  Is  there  any  consider¬ 
ation  being  given  to  withdrawal? 

The  President  Absolutely  no  consider¬ 
ation  to  withdrawal  because  there’s  no 
reason  for  withdrawal.  I’m  not  sure  how 
controversial  this  nomination  will  be  when 
the  facts  are  out  there.  And  the  committee 
are  going  to  deal  with  it,  in  my  view,  in 
extraordinarily  good  faith.  I’ve  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  talk  to  the  chairman,  the  rank¬ 
ing  member,  other  Members  of  Congress, 
and  I  think  that  a  lot  of  these  kind  of  feath¬ 
ery  charges  that  are  floating  out  there  are 
nonsense.  And  I  think  the  process  will  be 
fair  enough  that  I  wouldn’t  concede  that 
this  nomination  is  in  any  trouble  at  all.  And 


I  believe  Bob  Gates  is  the  best  man  to  head 
the  intelligence  community.  I  have  total 
confidence  in  his  honor,  his  integrity,  if  you 
will,  his  word  of  honor.  And  I  think  he  will 
be  confirmed.  So,  I  have  no  question  in  my 
mind  about  this  being  the  proper  choice. 

Q.  You  don’t  think  the  Clair  George  in¬ 
dictment  hurt  him? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  so.  I  think 
people  are  fair.  I  mean,  if  Clair  George 
came  out  and  made  some  charge  against 
Bob  Gates,  that  might  have  some  influence. 
But  I  don’t  think  that  will  happen.  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  at  all. 

Q.  Followup  on  the - 

Q.  Sir - 

The  President  Hey  listen,  I’m  not  making 
an  excuse.  I  really  do  have  to  get  the  heck 
out. 

Q.  Can  you  just  follow  up  on  Jerusalem, 
sir,  just  a  quickie  on  Jerusalem? 

The  President  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  President  Bush's  103d  news  confer¬ 
ence  began  at  1:05  p.m.  in  the  Briefing 
Room  at  the  White  House.  In  the  news  con¬ 
ference ,  the  following  persons  were  referred 
to:  Giandomenico  Picco,  Assistant  to  the 
Secretary-General  of  the  United  Nations  for 
Special  Assignments;  and  Clair  George , 
former  Chief  of  Covert  Operations ,  Central 
Intelligence  Agency ,  who  was  indicted  on 
September  12  on  charges  related  to  the 
Iran-contra  investigaton. 


Nomination  of  Robert  Stephen  Pastorino  To  Be  United  States 
Ambassador  to  the  Dominican  Republic 
September  12,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Robert  Stephen  Pastorino, 
of  California,  a  career  member  of  the 
Senior  Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Minister- 
Counselor,  to  be  United  States  Ambassador 
to  the  Dominican  Republic.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Paul  D.  Taylor. 

Since  1989,  Mr.  Pastorino  has  served  as 
Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  at  the  American 
Embassy  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico.  Prior  to 
this,  he  served  as  a  Special  Assistant  to  the 


President  at  the  National  Security  Council, 
1988-1989;  a  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  at 
the  Department  of  Defense  in  Washington, 
DC,  1987-1988;  and  as  Charge  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Mission  at  the  American  Embassy 
in  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  1986.  From  1984 
to  1986,  Mr.  Pastorino  served  as  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  and  Political  Counselor  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Embassy  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico.  He 
joined  the  Foreign  Service  in  1966. 

Mr.  Pastorino  graduated  from  San  Fran- 
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cisco  State  University  (B.A.,  1964).  He  was  Mr.  Pastorino  is  married  and  resides  in  Fair¬ 
born  March  16,  1940,  in  San  Francisco,  CA.  fax,  VA. 


Remarks  at  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
September  12,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Thank 
you  very  much.  Dr.  O’Brien,  to  you  and  Dr. 
Woody,  thanks  for  greeting  me.  And  to  all 
the  others,  medical  doctors  and  Ph.D.’s  that 
we  just  rubbed  elbows  with,  thank  you  for 
the  quick  education  course  we’ve  had. 

I  want  to  salute  our  Secretary  who  heads 
the  Veterans’  Administration,  the  first  Cabi¬ 
net  officer  now  that  the  vets  are  in  the 
Cabinet,  Ed  Derwinski,  with  whom  I  served 
in  the  Congress  for  many  years.  Director 
Bob  Martinez,  the  former  Governor  of  Flor¬ 
ida,  came  in,  and  we’ll  talk  a  little  bit  about 
the  numbers.  But  far  more  important  than 
that,  because  we’ve  got  a  long  way  to  go  as 
Dr.  O’Brien  said,  is  the  dedication  that  he’s 
bringing  to  this  job.  And  it’s  not  simply  on 
interdiction;  it’s  not  simply  on  treatment. 
It’s  across  the  whole  sphere  of  the  drug 
problem.  And  so,  I  salute  him  for  that. 

And  of  course,  to  my  old  colleague  Larry 
Coughlin,  who’s  your  Congressman,  I  thank 
him  not  only  for  being  here  but  for  his 
interest  in  all  of  this  work,  including  the 
Veterans’  Administration  side  of  it  as  well  as 
the  fight  on  antinarcotics  that  goes  beyond 
the  veterans. 

Let  me  simply  thank  those  who  were  pa¬ 
tients  here  and  now  being  consulted,  the 
consultors  and  consultees,  for  giving  of  their 
time, 

I  think  Dr.  O’Brien  was  rather  kind  about 
all  this  because  I  worry  about  this  kind  of 
thing  when  you  come  here.  Is  it  going  to  be 
considered  just  show  business?  Are  we  just 
trying  to  .  get  what  they  call  the  basic  photo 
op  or  maybe  get  one  of  these  cameras  so 
you’ll  be  on  the  6  o’clock  evening  news? 
And  that  really,  I’d  like  you  to  believe,  is 
not  what  my  interest  is  all  about.  I  am  in¬ 
terested,  but  I  learned  both  from  the  con¬ 
sultors  and  the  consultees  a  few  minutes 
ago  that  I’ve  got  an  awful  lot  still  to  learn. 


And  I  was  very  impressed  with  the  quality 
of  the  work  that  I  see  here  in  this  great 
institution. 

I’d  been  briefed  ahead  of  time  before 
climbing  off  of  that  helicopter  about  the 
marvelous  resources  that  you  have  here, 
human  resources.  And  once  again,  as  I  told 
the  patients  or  those  that  were  being  treat¬ 
ed,  it’s  not  easy  to  get  up  in  front  of  any¬ 
body;  maybe  the  President’s  a  little  more 
complicated,  too.  I  don’t  know.  But  they 
confessed  to  a  little  nervousness.  But  for 
those  of  you  that  were  not  privileged  to 
hear  them,  they  were  good,  right  from  the 
heart,  called  it  directly.  And  I’ll  tell  you,  I 
learned  a  lot  just  from  this  short  visit.  And 
I’m  grateful  to  each  and  every  one  of  you. 
And  to  those  that  had  to  put  up  with  the 
logistics  and  the  security  and  all  of  that,  we 
promise  to  leave  right  on  time.  [Laughter] 

Now,  in  ’89  we  introduced  what  was  the 
first  national  drug  control  strategy.  And  at 
the  time,  the  drug  epidemic  had  incited  a 
fear  and  certainly  a  despair,  even  rage 
among  Americans.  I  think  that  that  strategy 
did  set  forth  clear  goals.  And  we  tried  to 
rally  Americans  to  fight  back.  Many  of  you 
have  been  doing  that  for  years,  but  wanted 
to  get  the  Government  behind  this  national 
strategy. 

We  look  back  now  on  2  years  of  intensive 
work.  We  can  survey  with  pride  the  accom¬ 
plishments  that  many  of  you  have  made, 
that  collectively  we  as  a  people  have  made, 
and  we  look  forward  to  the  victories  that 
I’m  certain  lie  ahead. 

Recent  National  Institute  on  Drug  Abuse 
figures  show  that  over  an  18-month  report¬ 
ing  period,  overall  drug  use  in  the  United 
States  fell  an  estimated  11  percent.  Cocaine 
use  fell  even  more  dramatically:  Occasiona 
use  dropped  29  percent.  And  the  numbe 
of  cocaine-related  casualties  in  emergency 
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rooms  fell  23  percent. 

So,  this  is  good  news.  There’s  no  question 
about  that.  We  ought  not  to  deny  you  your 
part  in  it.  But  as  Dr.  O’Brien  just  impressed 
on  us,  we’re  just  beginning.  Let’s  face  it, 
most  of  the  difficult  work  still  lies  ahead. 
We  continue  to  disrupt  the  drug  flow 
through,  I  think,  improved  interdiction  ef¬ 
forts,  trying  to  keep  it  from  coming  to  our 
shores.  But  we  can  never  fully  control  our 
long  borders.  We’re  a  free  country,  and  we 
have  free  going,  to-ing  and  fro-ing  from  our 
neighbors  to  the  north  and  south.  And 
thank  God  we  do.  We’re  blessed  by  peace¬ 
ful  neighbors  with  no  intentions  against  one 
another.  But  that  does  present,  in  these 
terms  of  open  borders,  a  problem.  And 
we’ve  discouraged  drug  use  by  imposing 
tough  penalties  on  those  who  distribute 
drugs.  But  in  the  end,  we  can  win  the  drug 
war  only  by  winning  the  wars  that  rage 
within  the  hearts  of  those  who  abuse  drugs. 

We  can’t  move  too  soon  because  drug 
abuse  does  threaten  everybody.  And  it  de¬ 
stroys  the  very  fabric  of  our  society.  It  rips 
families  apart.  No  one  can  tally  the  costs 
that  hardcore  drug  users  impose  upon  us 
all.  I’m  sure  there  are  estimates  out  there. 
But  you’ve  got  to  throw  in  the  violent 
crime,  the  broken  families,  •  the  accidents, 
the  disease  and  disability  and  death,  the 
energy  drained  from  the  nobleness  of  our 
society,  the  wretched  fate  of  the  100,000 
drug-exposed  babies  that  are  born  each 
year. 

While  we  urge  those  who  do  not  use 
drugs  not  to  start,  drug  treatment  programs 
can  help  save  those  who  have  been  over¬ 
come  by  their  addiction.  And  if  ever  there 
was  a  lesson  that  I’ve  learned  today,  it’s  just 
exactly  that.  And  once  again,  my  gratitude 
to  all  involved.  These  programs  can  reduce 
the  toll  that  drugs  exact.  Day  in  and  day 
out,  drug  treatment  professionals  like  you 
all  fight  this  war  for  human  life  and  dignity. 
You  win  the  battles — that’s  one  soul  at  a 
time. 

Here  in  this  Center,  I’ve  seen  that  drug 
treatment  can  work.  Drug  use  falls  by  more 
than  70  percent  among  those  that  are  treat¬ 
ed  here,  I’m  told.  Your  patients  are  three 
times  more  likely  to  be  employed  than  are 
drug  abusers  who  receive  no  treatment  and 
only  one-fourth  as  likely  to  go  out  and 


commit  crimes. 

The  human  stories  tell  even  more.  They 
tell  of  the  long,  arduous,  agonizing  journey 
back  to  a  whole  life,  a  journey  that,  regret¬ 
tably,  not  everyone  completes.  These  stories 
show  that  only  those  who  take  responsibility 
for  their  actions  and  their  own  lives  can 
enjoy  real  dignity. 

Nothing  here  comes  easily  to  you  or  your 
patients.  But  you  ought  to  be  proud.  You 
combine  the  best  in  treatment,  medical, 
social,  and  psychological,  with  this  innova¬ 
tive  research  that  Dr.  O’Brien  talked  about 
in  these  introductory  remarks.  You’ve  cre¬ 
ated  precisely  the  kind  of  treatment  center 
that  we  talk  about  in  this  national  drug  con¬ 
trol  strategy:  Stressing  personal  responsibil¬ 
ity,  determining  what  works,  and  building  a 
record  of  success.  So,  if  my  visit  here  does 
nothing  else,  I  hope  that  the  message  gets 
out  that  what  you’re  doing  can  serve  as  a 
great  example  for  others  all  across  our 
country. 

This  clinic  began  working  years  before 
this  Nation  had  such  a  strategy.  You  were 
the  pioneers  before  people  really  even  fo¬ 
cused  on  drugs  as  a  major  problem.  For  20 
years,  you’ve  developed  new  information 
about  the  nature  and  the  treatment  of  ad¬ 
diction.  And  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pa¬ 
tients  across  the  country  have  benefited  as 
a  result. 

For  the  last  3  years,  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  able  to  give  you  additional 
research  funds,  all  from  the  budget  for  the 
war  against  drugs.  I  know  that  you  could 
use  more.  Dr.  O’Brien  very  frankly  men¬ 
tioned  that  earlier  on  in  a  very  subtle  way. 
My  arm  is  now  out  from  under  the — [laugh¬ 
ter].  This  guy’s  a  real  gentleman,  but  he’s  a 
hell  of  a  salesman,  too.  [Laughter]  I  got  the 
message  out  there. 

But  the  Federal  Government  wants  to 
help — limited  resources,  of  course — in  what¬ 
ever  field  for  medicine.  But  we’re  trying 
hard  on  that.  We  support  you  and  want  to 
do  more  because  the  programs  do  work. 
We  support  you  also  because  of  what  you 
stand  for,  and  that’s  getting  back  to  the 
people,  giving  people  the  opportunity  to 
work  to  rebuild  their  lives. 

Grants  constitute  only  a  part  of  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  build  new  treatment  programs  and 
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improve  those  that  are  already  in  operation. 
We’ve  worked  to  expand  the  number  of 
treatment  openings  and  the  range  of  treat¬ 
ment  methods  that  are  available.  I’m  proud 
that  based  on  our  fiscal  year  ’92  budget  that 
I  sent  to  Congress,  since  1989  Federal  fund¬ 
ing  for  drug  treatment  has  increased  by 
$778  million.  That’s  an  89-percent  increase. 
And  programs  funded  with  the  help  of  the 
Federal  Government  treat  2.2  million  each 
year,  up  from  1.5.  And  in  those  same  3 
years,  our  total  annual  spending  against 
drugs  has  nearly  doubled,  from  6.4  in  this 
whole  drug  program,  6.4  billion,  now  to 
11.7  billion.  I’m  not  trying  to  offset  your 
plea,  Dr.  O’Brien.  But  I  want  you  to  know 
we’re  listening,  and  we’re  making  some 
progress. 

Look,  I  know  this,  and  you  who  fight 
every  single  day  and  give  of  your  lives  to 
fight  this  problem  know  this:  We  still  have  a 
long  way  to  go  as  a  country  because  we’ve 
got  to  measure  our  success  not  in  dollars 
spent,  not  in  these  statistics  that  I’m  click¬ 
ing  off  here,  but  in  lives  reclaimed.  And 
America  has  got  to  realize  that  success  at 
staying  off  drugs  depends  on  the  environ¬ 
ment  from  which  addicts  come  and  to 
which  they  return. 

We  can’t  lay  responsibility  for  a  cure  just 
at  the  feet  of  you  very  competent  health 
professionals.  And  we  can’t  win  this  fight 
without  effective  local  law  enforcement, 
strong  families,  caring  neighborhoods,  edu¬ 
cation,  good  schools,  active  places  of  wor¬ 
ship.  Treatment  can’t  succeed,  is  what  I’m 
saying,  in  a  vacuum.  It  certainly  cannot  suc¬ 
ceed  in  a  society  that  feels  weak  or  no 
longer  cares. 

People  think  the  problem  in  our  world  is 
crack  or  suicide  or  babies  having  babies, 
and  those  are  symptoms.  The  disease  is  a 
kind  of  moral  emptiness,  though.  And  we 
cannot  continue  producing  generations 
born  numbly  into  despair,  finding  solace  in 
a  needle  or  a  vial.  If,  as  President,  I  had  the 
power  to  give  just  one  thing  to  this  great 
country,  it  would  be  the  return  of  an  inner 
moral  compass  nurtured  by  the  family  and 


valued  by  society.  And  I  had  the  feeling  as  I 
watched  the  Ph.D.’s  and  the  M.D.’s  working 
with  these  young  people  or  talking  with 
pride  about  where  they’d  come  from,  that 
they  are  doing  something  by  inculcating 
and  helping  to  reinculcate  these  kinds  of 
values  into  the  lives  of  the  young  men  and 
women  that  they  are  helping. 

A  strong  conscience  is  more  irresistible 
than  a  crack  pipe.  And  a  national  con¬ 
science  would  haunt  us  in  the  knowledge 
that  every  life  lost  to  drugs  or  despair  kills  a 
part  of  each  of  us. 

So,  here  we  see  hope;  we  see  a  beginning. 
Your  patients  come  in  desperation,  they 
told  us  this  today,  after  their  descent  into 
the  moral  degradation  of  drug  abuse.  And 
they  learn  that  the  road  out  of  the  abyss 
begins  by  taking  personal  responsibility  for 
overcoming  addiction.  No  one  can  function 
alone,  physically,  emotionally,  or  spiritually. 
We  can’t  live  full  lives  without  the  support 
of  families  and  friends  and  neighborhoods 
and  places  of  worship,  and  I’d  add  then, 
too,  the  counselors  that  I’ve  seen  in  action 
here  today.  This  Center  recognizes  the  im¬ 
portance  of  belonging  to  a  society,  of  build¬ 
ing  a  community  of  people  who  care,  who 
reach  out,  and  those  who  then,  in  turn, 
reach  back. 

So,  in  addition  to  saying  thank  you,  I 
want  to  say:  God  bless  you  in  your  work  you 
do  here.  You  give  us  inspiration.  You  give 
us  hope  and  a  glimpse  of  how  to  strengthen 
the  American  dream.  And  believe  me,  for 
me,  this  last  hour  was  no  photo  op.  It  was  a 
basic,  wonderful  learning  experience. 

Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:30  p.m.  at 
the  Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Unit 
(SATU).  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  the 
following  persons:  Dr.  Charles  P.  O  ’Brien, 
Chief  of  Psychiatric  Service  at  the  Medical 
Center  and  director  of  the  substance  abuse 
treatment  program;  Dr.  George  Woody, 
Chief  of  the  SATU;  and  Bob  Martinez,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Office  of  National  Drug  Con¬ 
trol  Policy. 
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Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Dinner  for  Senatorial  Candidate  Dick 
Thornburgh  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
September  12,  1991 


Please  be  seated,  and  thank  you  all  for 
that  wonderful  warm  welcome  back.  Let 
me  first  salute  the  members  of  our  congres¬ 
sional  delegation.  I  know  Larry  Coughlin 
came  in  with  us,  and  I’m  told  that  Curt 
Weldon  and  Don  Ritter  are  here.  I  can’t  see 
too  well  beyond  the  glare  here.  I’m  proud 
to  be  up  here  with  Joe  Egan,  who  is  the 
candidate  for  mayor  of  Philadelphia.  And 
I’d  love  to  see  him  win  that  race,  and  I 
hope  you’ll  all  support  him.  And  I  see  one 
of  Dick’s  former  fellow  Governors  and  one 
of  my  great  admired  friends,  and  that’s 
Governor  Mike  Castle  of  Delaware  here, 
coming  across  the  border.  Mike,  welcome, 
and  thanks  for  being  here. 

Let  me  just  say  a  word  about  Arlen.  He’s 
doing  exactly  what  he  should  do.  This  is 
very  important  work.  He  couldn’t  join  us 
tonight.  He’s  a  member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  as  you  all  know  and  should  take 
pride  in.  He’s  there  for  the  Thomas  hear¬ 
ings.  And  before  we  go  any  further,  let  me 
just  say  that  what  I’ve  seen  over  the  past 
few  days  from  Judge  Thomas  makes  me 
more  confident  than  ever  that  I’ve  nomi¬ 
nated  the  best  man  for  the  Supreme  Court. 
And  he  deserves  to  sit  on  that  High  Court. 

Parenthetically,  I  watched  the  opening 
presentation  that  he  made  to  this  commit¬ 
tee,  and  I  got  kind  of  choked  up  listening, 
as  I  did  at  Kennebunkport  when  I  nominat¬ 
ed  him.  And  I  called  Barbara,  picked  up  the 
little  button  that  rings  right  over  to  the 
house  there,  and  she  said,  “Quiet,  I’m 
watching  Judge  Thomas.”  So,  I’d  called  her 
to  remind  her  to  do  that,  but  if  you  haven’t 
seen  it  and  you  have  any  of  those  crazy 
VCR’s,  play  it  back.  It  really  bespoke  a  lot 
about  values  in  our  country.  And  I  think  we 
saw  the  decency  and  honor  of  that  man 
right  there  in  those  few  minutes  where  he 
made  that  presentation. 

I  want  to  salute  also  two  that  came  up 
here  with  me,  two  Cabinet-level  officers: 
Ed  Derwinski,  the  Cabinet  Secretary  for 
the  Veterans’  Administration,  and  then 
Governor  Bob  Martinez,  who’s  leading  our 


fight  on  narcotics,  on  drugs,  both  of  them 
here  with  us  tonight.  And  I’m  glad  they’re 
here,  and  give  them  a  welcome. 

And  of  course,  our  party  leaders,  Anne 
and  Elsie  and  Herb.  It’s  always  a  pleasure  to 
be  with  them.  I’m  just  recovering  from  the 
way  Elsie  Hillman,  and  to  some  degree, 
Anne  and  Herb  also,  killed  me  when  I  was 
running  for  President.  Dick,  be  careful  of 
these  now;  they’re  going  to  wear  you  out. 
But  they’re  good.  They’re  the  best,  and 
you’re  lucky  to  have  such  good  party  lead¬ 
ers  here. 

I’m  kind  of  the  entree  here,  leaving  and 
afraid  you’re  going  to  have  broccoli  later 
on.  So,  what  I’m — [ laughter ] — going  to  do  is 
to  just  give  a  few  comments,  because  along 
with  Ed  and  Bob  Martinez,  we’re  off  to  a 
veterans  event  back  in  Washington.  I  do 
bring  Barbara’s  love  and  affection.  And  if  I 
might  say  something  that  might  sound  a 
little  prejudiced,  I  am  very  proud  of  Bar¬ 
bara  Bush  and  the  work  that  she’s  doing  for 
literacy  in  this  country.  And  she’s  a  darn 
good  First  Lady.  And  she  is  as  strongly  con¬ 
vinced  that  Dick  Thornburgh  is  the  man  for 
the  job  as  I  am.  And  so,  you’ll  be  seeing  her 
up  here  campaigning.  I  guarantee  you  that. 
She  loves  Ginny,  and  she  sends  her  love. 
And  I  expect  you’ll  see  her  on  the  cam¬ 
paign  trail. 

But  I’m  here  tonight — this  is  called  brief 
remarks,  you’ll  be  happy  to  know — to  just 
say  a  few  words  about  Dick.  Seven  weeks  to 
go  until  election  day.  This  race,  compressed 
into  that  timeframe,  is  a  sprint  right  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  which  is  just  over 
the  horizon.  That,  I  believe,  is  important. 
Dick  comes  out  of  having  done  a  fantastic, 
substantive  job  for  the  whole  country.  And 
he  earned  the  respect  of  the  country.  And  I 
believe  people  are  relieved  to  have  a  short 
timeframe  for  this  election.  But  I  believe 
the  fact  that  he’s  come  here  from  Attorney 
General,  he  knows  how  to  campaign  in  this 
State,  he’s  had  a  great  record  as  Governor 
of  this  State,  means  that  he  will  win  that 
Senate  seat.  And  boy,  do  we  ever  need  him 
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in  the  United  States  Senate. 

And  I  think  when  it’s  all  over,  and  you  all 
are  better  analysts  of  your  own  politics  than 
I  am,  but  if  you  had  to  go  through  a  bunch 
of  words,  one  that  would  come  to  my  mind 
is  trust,  trust  of  the  people  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth.  And  I  believe  that’s  going  to  come 
through  loud  and  clear. 

I  will  say  that  there’s  a  certain  sadness 
amidst  this  celebration  tonight — and  it  is  a 
celebration — due  to  the  absence  of  a  man 
that  many  of  us  in  this  room  knew  as  a 
friend,  all  of  you,  I  expect.  And  I’m  talking 
about  Senator  John  Heinz.  When  this  State 
lost  him,  we  lost  a  man  whose  integrity  and 
ethic  of  selfless  service  inspired  us  all.  My 
heart  still  goes  out,  as  yours  does  I  know,  to 
Teresa  and  those  wonderful  boys.  But  it’s  a 
tribute  to  the  candidate  that  we  champion 
tonight  that  when  this  party  faced  the 
daunting  prospect  of  selecting  a  successor 
to  John  Heinz,  the  first  name,  the  one  that 
came  forward  with  this  resounding  support, 
was  Dick  Thornburgh. 

It  is  no  mystery.  Just  go  back  and  take  a 
look  at  the  record.  As  Governor,  he  fought 
hard  for  the  working  men  and  women  of 
this  State.  When  he  took  office  in  78,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  strained  beneath  the  weight  of 
what  had  become  a  chronic  deficit  and  suf¬ 
fered  a  crisis  in  that  word  I  used,  in  public 
trust.  Dick  came  in,  and  he  took  action.  He 
cut  the  bureaucratic  bloat.  He  cut  taxes  on 
individuals  and  business  to  spur  growth, 
economic  growth.  He  restored  integrity  to  a 
State  government  that  had  been  plagued  by 
corruption  and  scandal.  When  he  left  the 
statehouse  in  1986,  he  left  Pennsylvania  in 
enviable  good  health:  a  State  government 
with  a  budget  surplus  of  $350  million  and  a 
State  making  the  difficult  economic  evolu¬ 
tion  from  the  smokestack  era  to  the  age  of 
high  tech. 

His  next  contribution,  as  we  all  know, 
came  on  what  I  just  referred  to  as  the  na¬ 
tional  level.  As  the  Nation’s  number  one 
law  enforcer,  he  turned  his  crusade  against 
corruption  into  a  war  on  white-collar  crime. 
He  fought  to  make  life  tougher  on  the 
criminals  and  a  bit  easier,  this  is  the  com¬ 
passionate  side,  a  bit  easier  for  the  victims 
of  crime  that  are  scarred  by  crime  and 
scarred  by  violence.  Let  me  just  cite  one 
recent  statistic  that  Bob  Martinez,  our  drug 


czar,  and  I  were  talking  about  coming  over 
here:  Over  the  past  18  months,  drug  use  in 
this  country  is  down  by  11  percent.  And  I 
really  firmly  believe  it’s  because  of  Dick 
and  others  like  him  that  we  are  really  be¬ 
ginning  now  to  win  this  war  on  drugs.  And 
I  salute  him.  He  never  gave  up,  never  said 
that  it  couldn’t  be  done. 

He  took  care  of  the  law  enforcement 
side.  We’ve  increased  to  something  like — 
almost  a  75-percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  Federal  prosecutors,  and  nearly  doubled 
the  number  of  prison  beds.  And  he  expand¬ 
ed  initiatives  like  this  Asset  Forfeiture  Pro¬ 
gram  that  I  think  many  of  you  have  heard 
about,  to  prove  the  old  adage  that  crime 
does  not  pay.  It’s  a  marvelous  program,  and 
it’s  working.  Under  this  program,  last  year 
Federal  law  enforcement  officials  seized 
more  than  half  a  billion  dollars  in  ill-gotten 
gains  and  turned  over  $200  million  of  that 
amount  to  State  and  local  governments  to 
wage  the  fight  against  crime  and  drugs 
right  on  the  local  level. 

And  for  Pennsylvania  and  for  the  Nation, 
Dick  Thornburgh  fought  tirelessly,  as  I 
mentioned,  for  decency,  for  decency  in  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  dignity  of  the  individual. 
And  again,  I  think  these  qualifications  make 
him  the  clear  choice  for  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Permit  me  one  personal  note,  one  that  I 
believe  relevant  in  a  very  real  way  to  Dick’s 
approach  to  public  life.  Many  of  you  know 
how  Dick  led  the  effort  to  pass  last  year’s 
civil  rights  legislation.  He  referred  to  it,  the 
Americans  for  [with]  Disabilities  Act.  Dick 
and  Ginny  and  their  sons  knew  firsthand 
what  it  means  to  triumph  over  disability.  At 
the  age  of  4  months,  tragedy  struck  Peter 
Thornburgh  in  the  form  of  a  near-fatal  head 
injury.  Every  day  since,  he’s  waged  a  battle 
using  all  of  his  ability.  The  Thornburghs 
pulled  together  as  a  family,  triumphed  over 
hardship,  held  fast  to  hope.  As  a  dedicated 
public  servant  but  also  as  parents,  they  and 
I  know  how  much  it  meant  for  them  to 
help  welcome  Peter  and  43  million  citizens 
with  disabilities  into  the  American  main¬ 
stream  as  we  passed  that  act. 

And  when  I  saw  this  kid  up  here  tonight, 
I  said,  thank  God  Dick  Thornburgh  took 
the  leadership  in  the  Americans  for  Disabil- 
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ity  Act.  This  kid’s  got  a  future,  a  real  future. 
You  could  tell  it  when  you  heard  that  per¬ 
formance  up  here. 

So,  the  guy’s  been  tested.  He’s  mastered 
some  of  the  most  difficult  challenges  that 
government  has  to  offer.  He  pulled  Penn¬ 
sylvania  out  of  that  economic  tailspin,  and 
he’s  done  battle  against  society’s  criminals 
and  the  drug  traffickers.  And  now  he’s 
ready  for  the  toughest  assignment  of  all, 
going  to  Capitol  Hill  without  combat  pay. 
[Laughter]  And  believe  me,  that  is  a  chal¬ 
lenge.  In  a  world  where  the  pace  of  change 
seems  constantly  to  accelerate,  to  me — and 
I’m  not  in  a  Congress-bashing  mood  to¬ 
night,  I’m  not  really  warmed  up — [laugh¬ 
ter] — Congress  seems  inert.  They  go  after 
me  on  the  domestic  agenda,  and  yet  they 
refuse  to  take  up  and  support  the  new  pro¬ 
posals  that  this  country  needs.  Their  domes¬ 
tic  agenda  is  to  attack  my  domestic  agenda, 
and  that’s  not  good  enough  for  the  United 
States. 

And  so,  we  need  more  people  that  under¬ 
stand  the  fundamentals  that  I’ve  talked 
about  here  tonight.  And  Dick  will  become  a 
key  Member,  right  from  the  day  he  is 
there — because  of  that  magnificent  service 
in  the  Cabinet — of  the  GOP  shock  force, 
trying  to  shake  things  up,  working  for 
things  he  believes  in,  trying  to  get  some¬ 
thing  done  and  shake  loose  that  Democrat¬ 
ically  controlled  logjam  of  the  legislation 
that  he  helped  shape  and  that  we  both  be¬ 
lieve  in.  It’s  Republican  legislation  that’s 
been  gathering  dust  on  the  desk  of  the 
Democratic  leadership.  And  I’d  like  to  see 
more  like  him  in  the  Senate,  enough  Re¬ 
publicans  to  swing  the  Senate  firmly  back 
so  we  have  control  and  can  at  least  take  the 
offense  on  legislation,  at  least  bring  to  a 
vote  the  things  that  I  was  elected  to  try  to 
perform  on,  get  moving  on  this  domestic 
agenda. 

America’s  seen  now  what  the  Democrats 
do  when  they  control  both  Houses,  and  it 
isn’t  a  pretty  picture.  It’s  simply  not  a 
pretty  picture.  And  I  really  think  the  time 
has  come  to  get  control  of  the  Congress, 
certainly  to  get  control  of  the  United  States 
Senate.  And  this  race,  this  first  race  that 
will  have  an  effect  on  1992  elections,  is  ab¬ 
solutely  critical.  So,  look  at  the  big  picture, 
as  well  as  what’s  best  for  Pennsylvania,  and 


you’ll  also  then  conclude  once  again  that 
Dick  Thornburgh  is  the  right  man  for  this 
job. 

You  know,  the  charge  is  leveled  against 
me,  sometimes  in  kindness  and  sometimes 
with  a  little  edge  to  it,  that  I’m  interested 
in  foreign  affairs.  I  expect  the  whole  world 
is,  when  you  see  the  change  that  has  taken 
place,  the  crushing  of  aggression  that 
Saddam  Hussein  brought  to  bear  on  Kuwait, 
see  the  remarkable  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  Eastern  Europe  and  democracy  in 
our  own  hemisphere  and  what’s  happening 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  monumental  changes. 
So,  I  plead  guilty;  yes,  I’m  interested  in 
that.  But  there’s  something  wrong  when  we 
can  push  the  foreign  forces  out  of  Kuwait, 
but  we  can’t  even  get  our  domestic  pro¬ 
grams  through  the  United  States  Congress. 
We  need  more  people  that  look  at  these 
issues  the  way  you  and  I  do. 

And  we’ve  known  for  a  long  time  that 
our  party  is  really  the  party  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  ideals.  But  more  important,  we  stand  as 
the  party  of  ideas.  And  I  just  think  that  we 
need  to  get  moving.  We’ve  got  a  great  child 
care  program  with  choice  in  it.  We’ve 
passed  a  good  clean  air  bill.  We’ve  done 
other  things  in  the  Congress  in  the  environ¬ 
ment  that  I  would  have  to  thank  them  for, 
for  their  cooperation  in  getting  them 
passed.  But  we’re  stalled  on  a  lot  of  our 
ideas.  I  want  to  see  more  tenants  turned 
into  homeowners  in  this  public  housing 
across  this  country.  I  want  to  see  more  ways 
to  enlist  the  ingenuity  of  the  marketplace  to 
clean  the  air  and  provide  new  sources  of 
energy.  We’ve  got  a  good  energy  program. 
Dick  knows  this  well  as  head  of  our  Domes¬ 
tic  Policy  Council.  He  helped  shape  the 
energy  program  and  the  transportation  bill. 

So,  when  he  talks  about  agenda,  that’s 
what  he’s  talking  about.  And  our  problem 
is,  it  gets  stalled  in  an  old-thinking  United 
States  Congress.  We  want  to  clear  the  path, 
though,  through  this  maze,  and  I  really  be¬ 
lieve  we  must  succeed  in  creating  more  op¬ 
portunities  for  individuals  and  families  to 
shape  their  own  destinies  and  to  secure 
their  own  freedom. 

And  so,  it’s  not  just  that  Barbara  and  I  are 
friends  of  Dick  and  have  total  confidence  in 
his  decency  and  in  his  integrity,  but  it’s 
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more  than  that.  It’s  that  we  really  believe 
and  I  really  believe  as  your  President  that 
he  can  do  more  to  shape  this  legislative 
agenda  and  help  get  this  country  moving 
than  if  he  hadn’t  been  in  Washington  and  if 
he  hadn’t  been  the  great  Governor  that  he 
was  of  this  Commonwealth. 

So,  it’s  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here 
to  salute  him,  to  urge  you  all  on.  I  don’t 
know  how  much  money  you  gave  to  come 
have  this  meal.  I  don’t  know  how  good  the 
meal  is  going  to  be.  But  I  know  you’re  here 
for  a  good  cause.  And  believe  me,  do  every¬ 
thing  you  can  in  the  last  7  weeks  to  send 
this  good  man  back  to  Washington  as  a 
Member  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

Thank  you,  and  God  bless  all  of  you.  And 
let  me  just  say  as  I  end,  this  comment:  If 


you  get  the  feeling  I’m  enthusiastic  about 
the  job  that  many  of  you  helped  me  get 
into  a  few  years  ago  now,  you’re  absolutely 
correct.  I  love  this  challenge.  I  love  every 
single  day  going  to  that  Oval  Office  and 
going  to  work.  But  it  would  be  one  heck  of 
a  lot  better  if  we  had  this  great  man  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:47  p.m.  at 
the  Hotel  Atop  the  Bellevue.  In  his  remarks, 
he  referred  to  Senator  Arlen  Specter;  Anne 
A  ns  tine,  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Republican  Committee;  Elsie  Hillman 
and  Herb  Bar  ness,  State  Republican  com¬ 
mitteemen;  and  Mr.  Thornburgh’s  wife, 
Ginny,  and  son  Peter. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Reporting  on  the  Cyprus  Conflict 
September  12,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  Chairman:) 

In  accordance  with  Public  Law  95-384 
(92  Stat.  739;  22  U.S.C.  2372(c)),  I  am  sub¬ 
mitting  to  you  this  bimonthly  report  on 
progress  toward  a  negotiated  settlement  of 
the  Cyprus  question.  This  report  covers  the 
period  from  April  through  May  1991, 
during  which  the  United  States  made  con¬ 
tinued  high-level  contacts  with  the  leaders 
of  both  Cypriot  communities  in  support  of 
the  efforts  of  the  United  Nations  Secretary 
General  to  complete  an  outline  for  a 
Cyprus  settlement. 

In  mid-April  Mr.  Rauf  Denktash,  leader 
of  the  Turkish  Cypriot  community,  traveled 
to  the  United  States.  On  April  15  he  met  in 
Washington  with  various  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  with  Secretary  of  State  Baker  and 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Political  Affairs 
Robert  Kimmitt.  During  these  meetings  Mr. 
Denktash  expressed  his  views  concerning 
the  Cyprus  problem.  In  turn,  both  Secre¬ 
tary  Baker  and  Under  Secretary  Kimmitt 
urged  Mr.  Denktash  to  be  flexible  and  cre¬ 
ative  in  the  U.N.-led  process  of  completing 
an  outline  for  a  Cyprus  settlement.  Specifi¬ 
cally,  Secretary  Baker  requested  that  Mr. 
Denktash  present  to  the  United  Nations 


clear  Turkish  Cypriot  positions  on  the  issues 
of  territorial  adjustments  and  the  return  of 
displaced  persons.  He  also  told  Mr.  Denk¬ 
tash  that  the  political  objectives  of  the 
Turkish  Cypriot  community  could  only  be 
secured  through  the  negotiation  of  a  politi¬ 
cal  settlement. 

As  the  Department  stated  publicly,  these 
meetings  did  “not  imply  a  change  in  US 
policy  toward  Cyprus.  The  US  recognizes 
only  a  single  state  of  Cyprus  and  does  not 
accept  that  there  is  or  can  be  an  independ¬ 
ent  Turkish  Cypriot  state  on  the  island.” 
Mr.  Denktash  was  seen  “in  his  capacity  as 
leader  of  the  Turkish  Cypriot  community 
and  as  one  of  two  equal  participants  in  the 
intercommunal  negotiations,  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Nations 

On  April  17  my  Special  Cyprus  Coordina¬ 
tor,  Ambassador  Nelson  Ledsky,  testified  on 
the  Cyprus  issue  before  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Subcommittee  on  European  Af¬ 
fairs.  He  told  the  Subcommittee  that  the 
United  States  had  been  working  to  facilitate 
a  Cyprus  settlement  and  would  intensify  its 
efforts,  in  support  of  the  U.N.  Secretary 
General’s  good  offices  mandate,  in  the 
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months  ahead. 

In  early  May  Ambassador  Ledsky  traveled 
to  Europe  where  he  discussed  the  Cyprus 
problem  with  the  German  and  U.K.  Gov¬ 
ernments,  as  well  as  with  representatives  of 
the  European  Community  and  the  Council 
of  Europe.  He  also  met  with  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

During  April  and  May  Secretary  Baker 
continued  his  correspondence  with  Turkish 
Foreign  Secretary  Alptemocin  in  an  effort 
to  assist  the  United  Nations  in  moving  the 
negotiating  process  forward.  At  the  same 
time  the  United  Nations  continued  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  lay  the  basis  for  completing  an  out¬ 
line  for  a  settlement.  During  the  week  of 
May  20  representatives  of  the  Government 
of  Turkey  and  of  the  Turkish  Cypriot  com¬ 
munity  traveled  to  New  York  for  consulta¬ 
tions  with  Mr.  Gustave  Feissel,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  General’s  Director  for  Cyprus  Affairs. 
During  these  consultations  the  Turkish  side 
made  proposals  on  the  issues  of  territorial 
adjustments  and  the  return  of  displaced 
persons. 

On  May  22  Turkish  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  Under  Secretary  Ozceri  met  with 
Secretary  Baker  and  Under  Secretary  Kim- 
mitt.  They  discussed  the  proposals  of  the 
Turkish  side,  and  Secretary  Baker  reempha¬ 
sized  the  importance  of  continued  flexibility 
by  all  the  parties  concerned. 


On  May  29  President  Vassiliou  met  with 
Secretary  Baker  for  a  full  discussion  of  the 
Cyprus  problem.  Then,  on  May  30,  Presi¬ 
dent  Vassiliou  met  with  me  in  the  Oval 
Office.  During  these  meetings  both  Secre¬ 
tary  Baker  and  I  discussed  with  President 
Vassiliou  recent  developments  affecting  the 
intercommunal  negotiations  and  urged  him 
to  be  flexible  with  respect  to  completing 
the  outline  for  a  settlement. 

Based  on  the  developments  of  the  last  2 
months,  I  continue  to  believe  that  a 
moment  of  opportunity  exists  to  finish  the 
long  overdue  outline  of  a  Cyprus  solution, 
and  that  its  completion  can  lead  to  a  final 
settlement  of  the  Cyprus  problem  in  the 
foreseeable  future.  While  many  obstacles 
remain  before  the  outline  can  be  conclud¬ 
ed,  I  am  convinced  that  each  of  these  obsta¬ 
cles  can  be  removed,  and  the  path  to  a  just 
and  lasting  settlement  cleared,  if  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  both  communities  on  the  island  will 
make  the  difficult  decisions  required  to 
make  agreement  possible.  It  is  my  earnest 
hope  that  they  will  do  so. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Claiborne  Pell,  chairman  of  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 


Nomination  of  James  Ashley  Endicott,  Jr.,  To  Be  General  Counsel  at 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
September  12,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  James  Ashley  Endicott,  Jr., 
of  Texas,  to  be  General  Counsel  for  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  He  would 
succeed  Raoul  Lord  Carroll. 

Currently  Mr.  Endicott  serves  as  court 
master  of  the  3d  Judicial  Region  of  Texas. 
From  1982  to  1989,  he  served  as  an  attor¬ 
ney  in  private  practice  in  Temple,  Belton, 


and  Killeen,  TX. 

Mr.  Endicott  graduated  from  the  Citadel 
(B.S.,  1960)  and  George  Washington  Univer¬ 
sity  (J.D.,  1968).  He  was  born  June  21,  1939, 
in  Kansas  City,  MO.  Mr.  Endicott  served  in 
the  U.S.  Army,  1960-1982.  He  is  married, 
has  one  child,  and  resides  in  Harker 
Heights,  TX. 
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Nomination  of  John  A.  Shaw  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 

Commerce 

September  12,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  John  A.  Shaw,  of  Mary¬ 
land,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce  for  Export  Enforcement.  He  would 
succeed  Quincy  Mellon  Krosby. 

Since  1988  Dr.  Shaw  has  served  as  Associ¬ 
ate  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce.  Prior  to  this  Dr.  Shaw  served  as 
senior  adviser  to  the  Administrator  of  the 
Agency  for  International  Development, 


1988,  and  as  vice  president  for  Washington 
operations  for  the  Hudson  Institute,  1987- 
1988. 

Dr.  Shaw  graduated  from  Williams  Col¬ 
lege  (B.A.,  1962)  and  Cambridge  University 
(M.A.,  1967,  and  Ph.D.,  1976).  He  was  born 
July  1,  1939,  in  Philadelphia,  PA.  Dr.  Shaw 
is  married,  has  two  children,  and  resides  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Nomination  of  Albert  Peter  Burleigh  for  the  Rank  of  Ambassador 
While  Serving  as  Coordinator  for  Counter-Terrorism 
September  12,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Albert  Peter  Burleigh,  of 
California,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior 
Foreign  Service,  class  of  Minister-Counselor, 
to  be  accorded  the  rank  of  Ambassador 
during  his  tenure  of  service  as  Coordinator 
for  Counter-Terrorism.  He  would  succeed 
Morris  D.  Busby. 

Since  1989  Mr.  Burleigh  has  served  as 
Principal  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Bureau  of  Intelligence  and  Re¬ 
search  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  State. 


Prior  to  this,  he  served  at  the  Department 
of  State  for  the  Bureau  of  Near  Eastern  and 
South  Asian  Affairs  as:  Deputy  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  1987-1989;  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Northern  Gulf  Affairs,  1985-1987; 
and  Deputy  Director  of  the  Office  of  Analy¬ 
sis  and  Research,  1982-1985.  Mr.  Burleigh 
joined  the  Foreign  Service  in  1967. 

Mr.  Burleigh  graduated  from  Colgate 
University  (A.B.,  1963).  He  was  born  March 
7,  1942,  in  Los  Angeles,  CA.  Mr.  Burleigh 
resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Address  to  the  Nation  on  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Nomination  of  Robert  Gates 
September  13,  1991 


My  fellow  Americans: 

This  week  millions  of  you  watched  and 
listened  as  Judge  Clarence  Thomas  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  Senate  hearings  as  my  nomi¬ 
nee  for  the  Supreme  Court.  And  now  the 
Nation  knows  what  I  know:  Clarence 
Thomas  is  a  magnificent  American.  The 
hearings  have  revealed  his  warmth,  his 
grace,  his  intellectual  vitality.  And  above 


all,  Judge  Thomas  is  driven  by  a  passion  for 
fairness,  deepened  by  life  experience,  disci¬ 
plined  by  profound  understanding  of  our 
Constitution  and  the  wisdom  of  our  forefa¬ 
thers. 

This  is  no  time  for  special  interest  agen¬ 
das  to  block  this  important  appointment.  As 
the  Senate  continues  its  deliberations,  I  am 
confident  it  will  agree  that  Judge  Thomas  is 
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the  right  man  for  the  Supreme  Court. 

Next  week,  the  Senate  will  begin  its  de¬ 
liberations  on  another  nomination  crucial  to 
America’s  well-being  for  many  years  to 
tome,  my  choice  of  Bob  Gates  as  Director 
of  Central  Intelligence. 

Our  victory  against  Saddam’s  aggression 
and  the  extraordinary  changes  in  the  Soviet 
Union  have  our  spirits  soaring.  But  we  must 
recognize  that  while  the  coming  years  offer 
great  hopes,  they  pose  challenges  as  well. 
The  times  demand  a  vigorous,  experienced 
Director  of  Central  Intelligence.  We  have 
that  man  in  Robert  Gates. 

Bob  Gates  was  nurtured  in  the  love  of 
American  democratic  values  in  the  Kansas 
community  that  he  called  home.  He  studied 
at  three  of  our  best  universities,  earning  a 
doctorate  in  Russian  and  Soviet  history. 
Twenty-five  years  ago  he  entered  the 
“silent  service”  of  the  CIA.  He  became 
CIA’s  Deputy  Director  in  the  1980’s.  The 
achievements  of  American  intelligence 
during  that  decade  owe  much  to  his  innova¬ 
tive  and  effective  leadership. 


As  one  who  once  had  the  privilege  to 
serve  as  Director  of  Central  Intelligence,  I 
have  boundless  admiration  for  the  women 
and  men  of  our  professional  intelligence 
services.  I  deeply  believe  Bob  Gates  is  the 
man  best  qualified  to  lead  our  intelligence 
community  through  the  challenges  of  the 
1990’s. 

During  my  hours  of  decision  in  Oper¬ 
ations  Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm,  Bob 
Gates  stood  by  my  side  every  step  of  the 
way,  giving  wise  counsel,  helping  bring  the 
best  out  of  our  civilian  and  military  com¬ 
manders. 

I  need  Bob  Gates  now  at  the  helm  of  our 
intelligence  services.  As  hearings  on  Bob 
Gates’s  nomination  begin  in  the  Senate  next 
week,  I  hope  all  Americans  will  join  me  in 
asking  the  Senate  to  approve  his  nomina¬ 
tion  promptly. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:01  p.m..  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Mongolia-United  States 
Consular  Convention 
September  13,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  transmitting,  for  the  Senate’s  advice 
and  consent  to  ratification,  the  Consular 
Convention  Between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Mongolian  People’s  Re¬ 
public  signed  at  Ulaanbaatar  on  August  2, 
1990.  I  am  also  transmitting,  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  Senate,  the  report  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State  with  respect  to  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  signing  of  this  Convention  is  a  signifi¬ 
cant  step  in  the  process  of  improving  and 
broadening  the  relationship  between  the 
United  States  and  Mongolia.  There  current¬ 
ly  does  not  exist  a  bilateral  agreement  on 
consular  relations  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries.  The  Convention  sets  forth  clear  obli¬ 
gations  with  respect  to  important  matters 


such  as  notification  to  consular  officers  of 
the  arrest  and  detention  of  nationals  of 
their  country  and  protection  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  nationals  of  their  country. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  and  Mon¬ 
golia  have  begun  to  establish  ties  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  cooperation.  I  welcome  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  through  this  Consular  Convention  to 
promote  good  relations  between  the  two 
countries.  I  recommend  that  the  Senate 
give  early  and  favorable  consideration  to 
the  convention  and  give  its  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  to  ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  13,  1991. 
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Nomination  of  Alan  M.  Dunn  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 

Commerce 

September  13,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Alan  M.  Dunn,  of  Virginia, 
to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce 
for  Import  Administration.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Eric  I.  Garfinkel. 

Since  1990  Mr.  Dunn  has  served  as  a 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Science  and 
Electronics  at  the  International  Trade  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce.  Prior  to  this,  he  was  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Basic  Industries  at 
the  International  Trade  Administration, 


1989-1990.  Mr.  Dunn  has  served  as  an  at¬ 
torney  with  O’Conner  &  Hannan,  Attorneys 
at  Law,  1987-1989;  as  general  counsel  of 
Temps  &  Co.,  1985-1987;  and  as  Executive 
Assistant  to  the  Chairman  of  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
sumer  Product  Safety  Commission,  1984- 
1985. 

Mr.  Dunn  graduated  from  George  Mason 
University  (B.S.,  1975)  and  the  University  of 
Virginia  School  of  Law  (J.D.,  1980).  He  was 
born  February  16,  1953,  in  New  Haven, 
CT.  Mr.  Dunn  resides  in  Arlington,  VA. 


Remarks  on  Designating  the  Solar  Energy  Research  Institute  as  the 
National  Renewable  Energy  Laboratory 
September  16,  1991 


Good  to  see  you  all.  Please  be  seated.  Let 
me  just  welcome  everybody  here.  And  spe¬ 
cial  thanks  to  Henson  Moore,  our  Deputy 
Secretary  at  Energy,  who,  along  with  Jim 
Watkins  who’s  not  here  today,  has  been 
such  a  driving  force  for  our  national  energy 
strategy.  Dr.  Sunderman,  we  salute  you,  sir, 
the  Director  of  the  Solar  Energy  Research 
Institute;  Hank  Habicht  of  the  EPA  Admin¬ 
istration;  Mike  Deland;  and  of  course,  Dr. 
Bromley,  our  Science  Advisor. 

And  may  I  pay  my  respects  to  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  who  are  with  us.  Senator 
Johnston  has  taken  a  leadership  role  early 
on,  on  this  Senate  energy  bill;  Senator  Hank 
Brown,  very  active  in  it.  And  Congressmen 
Hefley  and  Schaefer  and  Skaggs,  all  of  you, 
a  warm  welcome  to  the  White  House. 

Before  we  get  started,  let  me  congratu¬ 
late  the  Senate  Energy  Committee  on  ap¬ 
proving  a  comprehensive  energy  bill  that 
incorporates  many  of  the  key  elements  of 
our  strategy.  I  urge  the  full  Senate  to  act  on 
this  bill  swiftly.  I  also  hope  that  the  House 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  will 
complete  action  on  energy  legislation  this 
fall.  The  country  needs  an  enacted  energy 
strategy. 


For  7  months  now,  we’ve  been  highlight¬ 
ing  the  strengths  of  our  national  energy 
strategy,  a  comprehensive,  we  feel,  bal¬ 
anced  approach  to  accomplish  the  goals  of 
continued  economic  growth,  increased 
energy  efficiency,  strong  environmental 
protection,  and  a  reduced  dependence  on 
foreign  oil. 

One  of  the  most  important  themes  in  our 
national  energy  strategy  is  the  more  effi¬ 
cient  use  of  energy  resources.  We  must 
keep  America  on  the  cutting  edge  of  new 
technologies  like  alternative  fuels,  electric 
cars,  solar  and  geothermal  energy,  high¬ 
speed  rail,  and  advanced,  even  safer  nucle¬ 
ar  energy  facilities.  We  must  encourage  en¬ 
vironmentally  responsible  development  of 
all  U.S.  energy  resources,  including  renew¬ 
able  energy.  Renewable  energy  does  reduce 
demand  upon  our  other  finite  natural  re¬ 
sources.  It  enhances  our  energy  security, 
and  clearly,  it  protects  the  environment. 

Cost-effective  renewable  energy  technol¬ 
ogies  can  contribute  in  their  way  to  a  strong 
and  growing  economy  domestically,  by 
spurring  competition  and  innovation  in  U.S. 
markets,  and  in  our  balance  of  trade,  by 
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displacing  more  expensive  imported  energy 
and  providing  new  services  and  products 
for  export.  We  saw  during  the  past  year 
how  important  this  is  to  our  national  securi¬ 
ty. 

We  don’t  have  to  wait  for  scientific 
breakthroughs  to  capitalize  on  renewable 
energy  technologies.  We  just  need  to  trans¬ 
late  our  success  in  the  lab  into  progress  in 
the  marketplace.  And  we  must  continue  fo¬ 
cused,  industry-driven  R&D  to  realize  the 
full  potential  of  these  technologies. 

In  the  last  2  years,  we  have  increased  the 
Federal  budget  for  renewable  energy  re¬ 
search  and  development  by  78  percent  and 
have  started  construction  on  a  new  Federal 
lab.  This  funding  has  supported  R&D  in  a 
number  of  important  areas:  Photovoltaic 
cells  that  convert  sunlight  to  electricity;  ad¬ 
vanced  turbines  that  harness  the  power  of 
the  wind;  and  new  ways  of  producing  etha¬ 
nol  and  methanol  for  our  cars  and  trucks. 

It’s  easy  to  criticize  and  complain  that 
we’re  not  doing  enough  in  promoting  re¬ 
newable  energy.  We  will  leave  that  to 
others,  while  we  quietly  here  do  the  hard 
work  which  will  make  renewable  energy 
technologies  a  reality  in  the  marketplace. 

Much  of  this  progress,  I  call  it  outstanding 


progress,  has  been  accomplished  in  Golden, 
Colorado,  at  the  Department  of  Energy’s 
Solar  Energy  Research  Institute,  SERI. 
SERI  has  excelled  in  R&D  and  in  technolo¬ 
gy  transfer.  This  year  SERI  scientists  have 
won  four  of  the  prestigious  R&D  100 
awards. 

In  recognition  of  SERFs  success  and  its 
important  role  in  strengthening  our  energy 
future,  I  am  pleased  to  announce  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  SERI  to  the  status  of  a  national  labo¬ 
ratory.  SERI,  which  will  now  be  known  as 
the  National  Renewable  Energy  Laborato¬ 
ry,  joins  an  elite  group  of  our  Nation’s  finest 
scientific  facilities.  This  designation  symbol¬ 
izes  our  commitment  to  finding  new  ways 
to  produce  and  use  energy  that  is  cleaner, 
more  efficient,  and  more  sustainable. 

So  once  again,  thank  you  all  for  joining  us 
this  morning  to  mark  this  special  occasion. 
And  let  me  end  where  I  began  with  con¬ 
gratulations  to  Secretary  Moore,  Henson 
Moore,  and  Dr.  Duane  Sunderman.  Thank 
you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:02  a.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Michael  R. 
Deland ,  Chairman  of  the  Council  on  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Quality. 


Remarks  at  the  Presentation  Ceremony  for  the  National  Medals  of 
Science  and  Technology 
September  16,  1991 


Thank  you.  Please  be  seated,  and  let  me 
welcome  the  dignitaries;  that’s  almost  ev¬ 
erybody.  I  don’t  know  who  is  excluded, 
but — [laughter] — first,  Secretary  Mosbacher 
and  Secretary  Lujan  here,  Bob  over  my 
shoulder;  Allan  Bromley,  my  Science  Advi¬ 
sor;  Henson  Moore  I  believe  is  to  be  here, 
of  Energy;  and  of  course,  Rock  Schnabel  of 
Commerce;  Walter  Massey,  the  Director  of 
the  National  Science  Foundation.  And  then 
finally  and  perhaps  most  important  today, 
our  honorees  and  their  friends  and  families. 
It’s  my  pleasure  to  welcome  all  of  you  to 
this  steamy  Rose  Garden.  [Laughter] 

And  with  us  today  are  five  Nobel  laure¬ 


ates,  leading  engineers  of  the  information 
age,  authors  of  some  of  this  century’s  world¬ 
changing  discoveries  and  inventions,  men 
and  women  whose  quantum  leaps  of  learn¬ 
ing  compress  generations  of  knowledge 
within  a  single  lifetime  of  achievement. 
From  the  first  moments  of  creation  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  solar  system  and  now,  with 
Voyager ,  beyond,  your  knowledge  spans  the 
broad  canvas  of  human  endeavor.  Some  of 
you  are  not  only  experts  in  your  field,  you 
invented  your  field.  Your  quests  and  ques¬ 
tions  produced  new  disciplines,  new  knowl¬ 
edge,  new  ways  of  looking  at  our  world. 

And  today,  your  Nation  recognizes  your 
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monumental  accomplishments,  honors  the 
differences  you  have  made:  Advancing 
human  understanding,  improving  the 
human  condition,  helping  mankind  conquer 
ignorance  and  illness,  helping  this  Nation 
compete  and  prosper. 

Today’s  award  winners  range  in  age  from 
the  Pegasus  Team,  a  group  of  precocious 
40-something  scientists  and  one  37-year-old 
who  designed  and  built  the  world’s  first  pri¬ 
vate  space  rocket,  to  Admiral  Grace 
Hopper,  born  in  1906,  who  pioneered  the 
revolution  that  put  personal  computers  on 
the  desks  of  millions  of  Americans  and 
dragged  even  this  President  into  the  com¬ 
puter  age.  [Laughter] 

I  was  asked  for  a  report.  It’s  been  almost 
6  months  since  my  first  computer  lesson, 
and  I’m  making  progress.  I  make  the  same 
mistakes,  but  I  do  it  five  times  faster.  It’s 
marvelous.  [Laughter] 

The  men  and  women  we  honor  exemplify 
not  simply  the  life  of  the  mind  but  the 
spirit  of  adventure  and  risk  that  accompa¬ 
nies  the  quest  for  advancement. 

Take  Stephen  Bechtel,  whose  vision 
helped  a  city  spring  from  the  Saudi  desert, 
helped  turn  the  Arctic  waters  of  James  Bay 
into  a  source  of  energy  for  millions  of  North 
Americans,  and  who’s  now  helping  Kuwait 
rise  up  from  the  ashes  of  war. 

Consider  Colonel  Stapp,  John  Paul  Stapp, 
expert  on  the  human  impact  of  G-forces 
stress.  When  his  experiments  became  too 
dangerous  to  impose  on  others,  Colonel 
Stapp  became  his  own  subject.  And  as  a 
former  Naval  aviator,  I  can  hardly  believe 
he’s  withstood  40  G’s.  That’s  the  same  as 
going  from  632  miles  per  hour  to  a  dead 
stop  in  1.4  seconds.  Colonel  Stapp  put  him¬ 
self  on  the  line  and  made  flying  safer  for 
everyone  from  passengers  on  commuter 
shuttles  to  the  astronauts  now  orbiting  the 
Earth  on  Discovery, 

From  the  work  of  a  single  individual 
come  benefits  that  can  banish  suffering  and 
prolong  life  for  many  millions  of  people. 
Consider  the  career  of  Gertrude  Elion, 
Nobel  prize-winning  biochemist.  Her  life’s 
work  spans  the  quest  to  defeat  leukemia 
and  malaria  to  today’s  battle  against  AIDS 
and  other  immune  system  disorders. 

Together,  your  efforts  transformed  our 
world.  And  yet,  as  a  Nation,  our  honor  for 


all  you’ve  done  falls  short  if  we  fail  to  sus¬ 
tain  your  forward  march.  This  administra¬ 
tion  has  proposed  what  progress  demands, 
record  funding  levels  for  research  and  de¬ 
velopment  with  funds  channeled  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  investigator  and  small  research 
teams  that  so  often  redefine  state-of-the-art. 
To  advance  technology,  we’ve  focused 
funds  on  the  areas  of  energy  and  aeronau¬ 
tics,  biotechnology  and  advanced  materials, 
high  performance  computing  and  commu¬ 
nications. 

To  advance  science  and  engineering  re¬ 
search,  we’ve  urged  Congress  to  approve  an 
18  percent  increase  in  funding  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Science  Foundation,  keeping  us  on 
track  with  our  commitment  to  double 
spending  on  that  vital  research  arm  by  the 
year  1994.  Our  commitment  to  science  and 
technology  proves  beyond  doubt  we  will 
not  shortchange  the  future. 

In  the  words  of  astronomer  Edwin  Powell 
Hubble,  “Equipped  with  his  five  senses, 
man  explores  the  universe  around  him,  and 
calls  the  adventure  science.”  Well,  science 
and  technology  hold  open  the  hope  of  infi¬ 
nite  possibility,  of  answers  that  eluded  Ein¬ 
stein,  of  a  new  world  free  from  fear  and 
want.  And  that  same  shining  future,  the 
new  world  of  possibility,  exists  within  every 
child.  In  the  end,  progress  of  enlightenment 
comes  down  to  education,  and  what  are  we 
doing  to  cultivate  the  children  sitting  today 
in  classrooms  around  the  country,  the  gen¬ 
eration  we’ll  ask  to  provide  solutions  to  the 
challenges  of  a  new  century,  answers  to 
questions  that  haven’t  even  yet  been  asked. 

Unless  we  act  immediately,  the  next  gen¬ 
eration  may  not  be  equipped  to  follow  in 
your  footsteps.  All  of  you  know  our  national 
education  goals  and  the  strategy  that  we 
call  America  2000,  our  challenge  to  every¬ 
one  with  a  stake  in  our  schools  to  literally 
reinvent  American  education.  Well,  right 
now,  in  some  studies  of  math  and  science 
aptitude,  U.S.  students  rank  dead  last 
amongst  the  industrialized  nations.  And 
that  one  statistic  alone  should  shake  us  out 
of  our  complacency  and  show  us  the  scope 
of  the  challenge  that  we  face. 

If  we’re  going  to  be  first  in  the  world  in 
math  and  science  by  2000,  there’s  not  a 
moment  to  waste.  Because  we’re  serious, 
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next  year’s  budget  targets  $661  million  for 
precollege  math  and  science  education,  a  1- 
year  increase  of  28  percent. 

And  today,  I  salute  every  one  of  you  who 
has  taken  the  time  to  share  your  wisdom  in 
the  classroom.  I  mentioned  earlier  that  we 
have  five  Nobel  laureates  with  us  today.  Let 
me  recognize  another  medal-winner  for  a 
singular  distinction:  Elvin  Kabat,  who’s  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  one  of  his  students 
go  on  to  win  a  Nobel. 

We  must  preserve  the  vital  connection 
between  teaching  and  research.  That’s  the 
idea  behind  the  Commerce  Department’s 
Technology  Heroes  Program,  to  turn  Medal 
of  Technology  winners  into  role  models  for 
our  kids.  And  that’s  why  today  I  am  pleased 
to  announce  the  establishment  of  the  Presi¬ 
dential  Faculty  Fellows  Program  to  provide 
5-year  grants  totaling  $500,000  to  as  many 
as  each  of  30  young  faculty  members  each 
year.  These  grants  will  support  young  schol¬ 
ars  in  their  path-breaking  work  in  science 
and  technology  and  their  teaching  in  the 
classroom.  Perhaps  years  from  now,  some  of 
those  Presidential  faculty  fellows  will  have 
their  own  day  here  in  the  Rose  Garden. 


In  honoring  each  of  you,  this  Nation 
honors  the  boundless  horizons  of  the  human 
mind,  the  soaring  spirit  of  inquiry,  the  spe¬ 
cial  genius  of  the  architects  who  fashion 
today’s  fantastic  idea  into  tomorrow’s  usable 
tool.  Your  work  stands  as  its  own  reward;  so 
let  me  simply  add  your  Nation’s  thanks. 

Once  again,  welcome  to  the  White 
House.  Congratulations  on  your  well-de¬ 
served  honors.  Now,  with  the  help  of  Dr. 
Massey  and  Secretary  Mosbacher  and  Dr. 
Allan  Bromley,  we  will  present  the  awards. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

[At  this  point ,  Director  Massey  presented 
the  awards.] 

Well  done,  to  the  presenter.  I  guess  that 
concludes  it,  doesn’t  it? 

Thank  you  all  and,  again,  my  congratula¬ 
tions.  I  think  that  concludes  the  ceremony. 
And  the  person  that’s  in  charge  of  the 
weather,  please  meet  me  inside.  [Laughter] 
Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  a.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks  he  referred  to  Rockwell  A.  Schna¬ 
bel ,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Commerce. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl  of 

Germany 

September  16,  1991 


The  President.  Once  again,  it’s  been  my 
pleasure  to  welcome  the  Chancellor  of  Ger¬ 
many.  We  had  a  wide  array  of  subjects  that 
were  discussed.  The  United  States  position 
and  the  German  position  are  very,  very 
close  on  all  these  major  issues.  And  I  will  let 
the  Chancellor,  if  he  wants  to,  describe  the 
issues  we  talked  about,  but  it  was  every  one 
that  you  would  imagine  would  be  on  the 
agenda. 

So,  I  wanted  to  thank  the  Chancellor 
here,  thank  him  and  thank  those  that  trav¬ 
eled  with  him.  He  was  wonderfully  re¬ 
ceived  out  in  California.  And  this  visit  has 
given  me  an  opportunity,  and  our  experts, 
to  be  brought  up  to  date  on  how  Germany 
looks  at  these  changes  that  are  taking  place 


all  around  the  world. 

So  once  again,  Mr.  Chancellor,  thank  you, 
sir,  for  coming.  And  the  floor  is  yours. 

The  Chancellor.  Mr.  President,  thank  you 
very  much  for  these  warm  words  of  wel¬ 
come.  And  I  would  like  to  use  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  also  extend  another  word  of  grati¬ 
tude  because  in  about  2  weeks’  time  it’s 
going  to  be  one  year  since  we  have  attained 
German  unity.  And  it’s  almost  like  a  dream 
come  true,  all  of  these  dramatic  changes 
that  we’ve  seen  occurring  in  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe. 

And  I’ve  said  it  in  all  my  speeches  that  I 
gave  during  this  trip  here  and  the  speeches 
that  I  gave  in  California  at  the  University  of 
California  and  at  numerous  other  occasions. 
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that  we  have  not  forgotten  that  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  have  always  stood  shoulder-to-shoulder 
with  us  as  friends  and  partners,  just  as  all 
the  American  Presidents  have  ever  since 
Harry  S  Truman  up  to  the  present  Presi¬ 
dent,  my  friend  George  Bush. 

And  Mr.  President,  let  me  mention  once 
again  how  important  I  think  it  is  that  in 
view  of  these  dramatic  changes  occurring  in 
the  world  of  today,  that  we  work  together 
so  closely  as  we  have  and  as  partners  and 
friends. 

I  would  only  like  to  mention  a  few  points 
here,  points  that  occurred  during  the  very 
long  and  very  thorough  conversation  that 
we  had  just  now.  And  I  would  like  to  men¬ 
tion  a  subject  here  that  I  think  is  very  much 
on  the  agenda  in  the  United  States  right 
now.  It  is  in  our  interest,  it  is  in  my  interest 
that  we  come  to  a  positive  conclusion  of  the 
GATT  round.  Free  world  trade  and  the 
fight  against  protectionism  are  important 
prerequisites  for  freedom  in  the  world. 

I  would  like  to  mention  the  other  impor¬ 
tant  subject  that  we  discussed  not  only 
today  but  in  the  numerous  telephone  con¬ 
versations  that  we  had  over  the  past  few 
weeks.  And  here  again  I  see  that  we  are  in 
total  agreement.  We  want  to  see  a  situation 
in  the  Soviet  Union  come  about  where 
there  is  freedom,  democracy,  and  the  rule 
of  law.  And  we  know  that  such  a  liberal 
democratic  society  can  only  be  established 
in  the  Soviet  Union  if  a  federal  framework 
is  found  as  by  way  of  political  structure  for 
the  Soviet  Union. 

And  I  hope  that  the  treaty  that  is  going  to 
be  signed  this  week,  about  the  treaty  gov¬ 
erning  the  relationship  between  the  central 
authority  and  the  Republics,  that  this  is 
going  to  be  signed  in  the  next  future  by  as 
many  Republics  as  possible.  Because  the 
precondition  for  everything  else  is  that  in 
the  Soviet  Union  a  sound  and  stable  eco¬ 
nomic  framework  and  economic  develop¬ 
ment  is  launched,  that  sound  and  stable 
framework  conditions  exist  there,  because 
only  on  the  basis  of  that  is  then  the  West  be 
in  a  position  to  actually  help  and  assist  the 
Soviet  Union  in  its  further  development. 

But  I  would  like  to  add  here,  I  think  it  is 
wise  to  help  and  it  is  reasonable  to  help 
now  so  that  a  free  and  liberal  order  can  be 
established  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Later  on  I 


predict  that  things  will  get  far  more  expen¬ 
sive  than  they  are  now.  In  London  during 
the  G-7  meeting,  we  discussed  this  topic. 
The  decisions  will  have  to  be  implemented 
quickly.  And  the  two  of  us  were  in  agree¬ 
ment  today  that  if  we  look  ahead  to  the 
probably  rather  harsh  winter  that  the 
Soviet  Union  is  expecting,  it  is  also  neces¬ 
sary  to  decide  in  time  on  food  aid  and  med¬ 
ical  aid  that  we  give  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Another  subject  on  the  agenda  today  was 
the  dramatic  development  in  Yugoslavia. 
And  I  can  only  repeat  here  what  Fve  said 
time  and  again:  In  this  country,  in  this  situa¬ 
tion  there,  as  quickly  as  possible  there  must 
be  a  renunciation  of  the  use  of  force,  and 
one  must  come  back  as  quickly  as  possible 
to  dialog.  By  use  of  force,  no  side  there  is 
going  to  make  any  headway  at  all.  There  is 
no  way  that  you  can  keep  a  state  together 
by  using  tanks. 

Mr.  President,  thank  you  once  again  for 
these  very  cordial  and  very  friendly  talks 
that  we  had  here  today. 

The  President  We  have  time  for  just  a 
few  questions  here,  and  Fd  like  to  have 
them  alternated  as  we  do,  one  for  me  and 
one  for  the  Chancellor,  in  any  order. 

Yes,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International]. 

Aid  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  you  both 
are  very  close  on  the  issues.  Are  you  close, 
or  have  you  developed  a  Soviet  aid  pack¬ 
age,  I  mean  outside  of  food? 

The  President  No  specific  aid  package 
and  no  specific  food  or  other  humanitarian 
assistance  package.  But  were  in  agreement 
that,  on  the  latter,  it  should  go  forward  very 
soon  in  order  to  avert  hunger.  And  certain¬ 
ly,  there  are  some  medical  supplies  that 
might  be  necessary  to  avert  medical  catas¬ 
trophe  this  winter. 

In  terms  of  any  further  aid,  we  will  move 
forward  on  that.  I’m  going  to  meet  with 
Secretary  Brady  just  when  this  meeting  is 
over,  who  is  going  to  Moscow.  Secretary 
Baker  will  have  some  ideas  on  this  when  he 
comes  back,  having  spent  several  days 
there.  But  we  still  feel,  and  I  think  the 
Chancellor  does,  you  heard  him  say  they’ve 
got  to  get  on  with  the  reforms,  they’ve  got 
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to  work  out  this,  the  kind  of  “son  of  Union 
Treaty  I,”  you  might  say,  so  people  know 
who  they’re  dealing  with. 

But  in  principle,  we’d  like  to  be  able  to 
be  of  some  assistance.  But  there  was  no 
specific  deal,  there  weren’t  numbers  that 
we  were  talking  about  or  anything  of  that 
nature. 

Q.  When  do  you  think  you  will  have 
something? 

The  President  We  will  move  as  expedi¬ 
tiously  as  we  can,  but  we’re  not  ready  yet, 
for  some  of  the  reasons  I’ve  touched  on  and 
others  as  well. 

Now,  for  the  Chancellor;  who  has  got  one 
for  Chancellor  Kohl? 

Yugoslavia 

Q.  Chancellor,  do  you  think  you  have  de¬ 
veloped  a  way  in  which  one  can  avoid  fur¬ 
ther  use  of  force  in  Yugoslavia? 

The  Chancellor.  I  don’t  think  any  one  of 
us  here  has  developed  a  sort  of  patent 
recipe,  but  I  think  we  do  stand  a  very  small 
chance  now.  During  these  last  few  days,  I 
do  think  that  we  stand  a  small  chance  to 
impress  it  on  the  people  responsible  and 
the  political  leadership  there  in  Yugoslavia 
that  a  further  escalation  of  the  conflict  must 
at  all  costs  be  avoided,  that  a  deployment  of 
the  central  forces,  of  the  army  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  authority  must  at  all  costs  be  avoided. 

CIA  Director  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Robert  Gates  said  today 
that  he  wished  that  he  had  been  more  skep¬ 
tical,  he  wished  he’d  asked  more  questions, 
he  wished  he  had  done  more  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Iran-contra  affair.  Is  that  a 
feeling  that  you  share? 

The  President.  I’ve  not  seen  the  Gates 
testimony.  We’ve  been  in  these  meetings 
with  Chancellor  Kohl.  I’m  disinclined  to 
comment  on,  although  I’m  sure  you’re  in¬ 
terpreting  it  accurately,  what  it  is  Mr.  Gates 
has  said.  From  any  summary  of  what’s  been 
said,  I  have  no  feeling  that  his  chances  have 
been  diminished,  and  indeed,  my  support 
for  him  will  not  waver.  So,  I  just  don’t  want 
to  comment,  Terry  [Terence  Hunt,  Associ¬ 
ated  Press],  on  something  that  you’re  telling 
me  he  said  until  I  know  exactly  what  it  was. 
But  I  suppose  what  he’s  saying,  if  that’s  it,  is 
that  with  a  lot  of  hindsight  and  a  lot  of 


things  that  have  come  to  the  surface  since, 
maybe  he  wished  he’d  done  things  differ¬ 
ently.  I  guess  we  all  might  fit  into  that  de¬ 
scription. 

But  clearly,  he’s  a  good  man,  well-quali¬ 
fied,  and  I  remain  confident  that  he  will  be 
confirmed.  He  should  be.  He’d  be  a  great 
Director  of  Central  Intelligence. 

Q.  That  was  the  question  I  was  asking 
you.  Is  that  a  feeling  that  you  have  now, 
that  you  wish  that  you  had  done  more - 

The  President.  About  what? 

Q.  Iran-contra,  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it. 

The  President.  I  wish  the  damn  thing  had 
never  happened.  What  do  you  mean  do  I 
wish  anything  done  differently?  But  what  I 
might  have  done  about  it,  that’s  something 
else.  We  spend  so  much  time  on  it.  I  must 
say  I  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  Ollie 
North  decision  today,  however. 

For  the  Chancellor. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  Chancellor  Kohl,  what  specifically  did 
you  recommend  to  get  the  GATT  talks 
moving? 

The  Chancellor.  I  think  both  sides  have  to 
do  something.  We  in  the  European  Com¬ 
munity  but  also  our  other  partners  in  GATT 
have  to  do  something.  And  I’m  talking 
about  the  services  part  of  the  GATT  round. 
I’m  talking  about  the  textile  part  of  the 
GATT  round  where  things  really  now 
should  be  set  in  motion. 

The  most  important  thing  is  that  right 
now  all  of  us  have  to  understand  that  if 
GATT  fails,  we  all  fail.  And  this  failure 
would  constitute  really  a  very  severe  blow 
against  free  world  trade,  and  that  would 
have  catastrophic  consequences  in  the 
present  world  economic  situation,  not  last 
for  us  Germans.  Thirty-five  percent  of  our 
production,  after  all,  35  percent  of  our  pro¬ 
duction  goes  into  exports,  and  increasingly. 

The  second  point  would  be  a  failure  of 
GATT  would  be  catastrophic  for  the  Third 
World  countries,  for  the  developing  coun¬ 
tries  because  they  would  then  enter  into  a 
vicious  circle.  They  would  enter  into  a  vi¬ 
cious  circle  in  the  sense  that  they  will  not 
be  able,  if  there  is  a  failure  of  the  GATT 
round,  to  sell  their  products.  That  means 
they  will  have  to  borrow  money  somewhere 
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else,  and  that  means  that  in  order  to  buy 
machinery,  in  order  to  buy  equipment  of  all 
sorts,  that  means  at  the  end  of  that  they 
will  have  incurred  so  many  debts  that  we 
have  to  launch  a  rescheduling  of  those 
debts. 

Loa  n  Guara  n  tees  for  Israel 

Q.  Mr.  President,  polls  and  politicians  in 
Israel  and  the  United  States  indicate  that 
you  would  have  more  success  in  delaying 
the  Israeli  loan  guarantees  if  you  linked  it 
to  settlements.  Isn’t  that  in  essence  what 
you  are  doing,  and  why  not  make  that  ex¬ 
plicit  link? 

The  President.  It  is  my  view  that  the  less 
debate  we  have  on  these  contentious  issues 
now,  the  better.  And  it  is  my  view  that  the 
peace  process  is  enhanced  overall  by  this 
deferral.  And  so,  our  policy  is  based  on  that. 
And  I  am  absolutely  convinced  it’s  right. 
The  United  States  views  on  settlements 
didn’t  originate  with  this  administration, 
but  I  feel  very  strongly  about  the  settle¬ 
ment  question.  And  I’ve  stated  it  over  and 
over  again.  But  I  think  rather  than  reiterate 
positions,  what  we  need  to  do  is  simply 
defer  consideration  of  that  request  and  take 
it  up  at  a  later  date.  And  I  am  convinced 
that  that’s  in  the  best  interests  of  peace. 

Incidentally,  I  just  interrupted  my  lunch 
with  the  Chancellor  to  take  a  phone  call 
from  Jim  Baker  who  had  just  concluded  3 
hours  of  meetings  in  Israel.  And  I  expect  I’ll 
be  talking  to  him  later  on. 

But  what  I  am  proposing  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  peace.  And  peace  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  Israel,  and  it’s  in  the  best  interest 
of  other  countries  in  the  area.  And  certain¬ 
ly,  having  discussed  this  with  the  Chancel¬ 
lor,  I  know  he  feels  it’s  in  the  best  interest 
of  all  the  European  countries  as  well. 

Q.  Has  this  become  a  personal  issue  be¬ 
tween  you  and  Prime  Minister  Shamir  and 
Housing  Minister  Sharon? 

The  President.  No.  I  haven’t  talked  to 
them  lately.  I’ve  stated  the  position  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  it  isn’t  going 
to  change.  I  feel  as  strongly  about  it  today 
as  I  did  when  I  made  the  statement  and  as 
when  the  policy  was  formulated.  And  we 
are  the  United  States,  and  this  is  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  United  States  while  I’m  Presi¬ 
dent.  And  so,  there’s  no  rancor  about  it. 


And  there’s  no  personalities  involved.  But  I 
will  follow  through  now  on  what  I  feel  is 
best  for  the  United  States  of  America.  And 
I’m  absolutely  convinced  it’s  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  the  peace  process. 

The  Chancellor.  Mr.  President,  if  you 
allow,  I  would  like  to  add  a  brief  remark, 
add  to  the  subject.  And  let  me  reassure  you 
I’m  not  going  to  interfere  in  internal  Amer¬ 
ican  affairs.  But  I  would  like  to  make  one 
thing  very  clear  that  I  think  I  share  with 
nearly  all  of  my  European  colleagues.  We 
completely  and  unequivocally  support  the 
President’s  initiative  for  a  peace  conference 
for  the  Middle  East.  And  all  of  us  hope  and 
pray  that  this  initiative  is  crowned  by  suc¬ 
cess.  We  all  hope  that  at  the  end  we  will 
not  be  faced  with  a  situation  where  we  say 
we  won  the  war  but  we  lost  the  peace. 

And  I  would  like  to  say  something  here  as 
regards  the  President’s  position  that  he’s 
taken  over  the  years.  I  know  of  no  Ameri¬ 
can  President  who  has  done  as  much  for 
the  State  of  Israel  as  President  George 
Bush. 

The  President.  The  Chancellor,  a  question 
for  the  Chancellor? 

Iraq 

Q.  Chancellor  Kohl,  what  do  you  think 
the  allies  should  do  about  Iraq’s  apparently 
renewed  intransigence  toward  the  U.N.  in¬ 
spection  teams?  And  did  you  discuss  that  in 
your  meeting  with  President  Bush? 

The  Chancellor.  I  think  that  one  should 
try  to  exploit  all  the  possibilities  open  to  us 
within  the  framework  of  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council,  and  I  think  that  this 
should  be  done  in  a  very  decisive  and  a 
very  determined  manner. 

The  President.  Let  me  simply  add  to  that: 
I  totally  agree  with  that.  It  is  essential  that 
Saddam  Hussein  comply  with  the  United 
Nations  resolutions  that  have  been  passed. 
And  he  is  now,  once  again,  going  against 
those  resolutions.  And  working  closely  with 
others,  we  now  must  make  a  determination 
as  to  what  to  do  about  this. 

Soviet  Nuclear  Weapons 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  said  twice  re¬ 
cently,  on  July  18th  and  again  on  Labor 
Day,  that  as  long  as  the  Soviets  point  mis- 
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siles  at  the  United  States  we  cannot  be 
friends  and  allies.  I’d  like  to  know  how  seri¬ 
ous  you  think  that  threat  is  and  whether 
that  might  be  an  issue  that  would  be  tied  to 
aid  programs  in  the  future. 

The  President.  I  think  the  threat  is  far  less 
today,  far,  far  less  than  it’s  been.  Let’s  hope 
that  the  dramatic  progress  that  has  taken 
place  over  the  past  couple  of  weeks  contin¬ 
ues,  and  we  may  not  have  that  problem  to 
contend  with.  Certainly  we  don’t  have  it  to 
contend  with  now  as  we  did  in  the  past. 
But  we  still  have  security  responsibilities, 
and  we  still  have  to  see  that  they’re  carried 
out.  So,  we’ll  just  have  to  wait  and  see. 
Things  are  moving  so  fast  and  develop¬ 
ments  are  taking  place  so  fast  that  I  can’t 
comment  on  what  it’s  going  to  be  like.  But 
clearly,  if  the  missiles  were  not  aimed  at  the 
United  States,  it  would  facilitate  a  lot  of 
things. 

Q .  Do  you  see  it  directly  tied  to  food  aid 
or  to  other  aid? 

The  President  No,  I  don’t  see  it  tied  to 
food  aid. 

Iraq 

Q.  Chancellor,  could  you  come  back  to 
the  question  of  Iraq?  When  you  say  use  all 
possibilities,  does  that  include  using  military 
possibilities,  and  has  the  President  discussed 
that  with  you? 

The  Chancellor.  No,  we  did  not  discuss 
this  last  point.  But  I  think  that  the  truce 
must  be  kept  in  this  and  all  its  different 
parts  because  if  this  cease-fire  is  not  abided 
by,  then  I  think  that  would  mean  that  the 
decisions  of  the  United  Nations  are  not 
taken  seriously. 

The  President  One  more  for  each,  and 
we’re  finished. 

Iran-Contra  Investigation 

Q.  I’d  like  to  ask  you  why  you  think  the 
Ollie  North  decision  was  a  good  decision. 
Since  prosecutor  Walsh  says  he  was  not 
going  to  pursue  prosecution  because  of  the 
North  testimony  with  immunity  up  on  the 
Hill,  it  appears  that  North  may  have  in  fact 
slipped  a  noose  on  a  technicality.  Or  do  you 
think  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  de¬ 
stroying  White  House  documents  and  lying 
to  Congress? 

The  President  No,  my  basis  is  that  he’s 


been  through  enough.  He  was  acquitted 
once.  There  was  an  appeal.  He’s  been  let 
off.  Now,  the  system  of  justice  is  working. 
And  on  a  personal  basis  and  for  his  family 
who  have  been  through  a  lot,  I’m  very, 
very  pleased.  That’s  what  I  was  basing  it  on. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  was  responsible  for 
lying  to  Congress? 

The  President.  Listen,  why  am  I  going  to 
second-guess  the  court  system?  I’ve  stayed 
out  of  it.  All  I’m  saying  is  they’ve  made  a 
statement  now,  and  I  think  it’s  a  good  thing 
for  the  reasons  I’ve  given  you. 

Q.  Don’t  you  see  an  irony  here - 

The  President  You  don’t  get  two  follow¬ 
ups  in  this  league.  This  is  the  big  league. 
You  get  one  followup  question.  You  tried 
hard,  and  that’s  it.  Now  you  need  one  for 
the  Chancellor. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 

Q.  Mr.  Kohl,  a  followup  to  what  you  said, 
sir.  By  your  statements  do  you  mean  that  if 
Israel  comes  to  you  for  the  $10  billion  guar¬ 
antee,  you  will  not  accept  it,  the  EC  will 
not  accept  it?  And  do  you  think  a  peace 
conference  should  be  held  if  Israel  and  the 
Palestinians  refuse  to  come? 

The  Chancellor.  We  do  have  talks  with 
Israel,  and  these  talks  are  going  on,  which  is 
why  I’m  not  going  to  discuss  them  publicly 
because,  as  we  all  know,  discussing  these 
matters  publicly  usually  always  increases 
the  asking  price,  so  to  speak,  in  general 
negotiations.  But  I  think  it  is  well-known 
that  we  have  adopted  a  highly  critical  posi¬ 
tion  as  regards  the  settlement  policy. 

The  President.  I  might  add  to  that  that  it’s 
very  encouraging  and,  I  think,  proper  that 
the  Israelis  continue  to  express  an  interest 
in  attending  the  peace  conference.  Clearly 
that’s  true  on  the  part  of  others.  And  so,  I 
don’t  think  we  ought  to  go  into  this  kind  of 
negative  thought  that  it  might  not  happen. 
The  whole  policy  is  based  on  bringing  these 
people  together  and  bringing  peace  to  the 
area.  So,  I’ve  been  pleased  that  the  parties 
seem  to  be  still  going  forward  in  terms  of 
attending  a  peace  conference. 

And  I  know  that  Chancellor  agrees  with 
that  because  we’ve  had  a  chance  to  both 
talk  about  how  strongly  we  feel  that  these 
peace  talks,  when  they  take  place,  would  be 
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in  the  interest  not  just  to  peace  in  the 
Middle  East  but  world  peace.  I  mean,  a  lot 
of  other  countries  are  involved  in  all  of  this. 

Q.  What  did  Secretary  Baker  say  about 
his  talks,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  Very  good  talks,  as  a 
matter  of  fact. 

Note:  The  President’s  104th  news  conference 
began  at  2:37  p.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at 
the  White  House .  Chancellor  Kohl  spoke  in 
German,  and  his  remarks  were  translated 
by  an  interpreter.  In  the  news  conference, 


the  following  persons  were  referred  to: 
Robert  M.  Gates,  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  Director  nominee  and  former  CIA 
Deputy  Director;  Oliver  North,  a  former 
National  Security  Council  aide  who  had 
charges  against  him  concerning  the  Iran- 
contra  affair  dropped  earlier  in  the  day; 
and  Lawrence  E.  Walsh,  independent  pros¬ 
ecutor  for  the  Iran-contra  investigation. 
Prior  to  the  news  conference,  the  President 
and  the  Chancellor  met  privately  in  the 
Oval  Office  and  attended  a  luncheon  in  the 
Old  Family  Dining  Room. 


Nomination  of  Steven  E.  Steiner  To  Be  United  States 
Representative  to  the  START  Joint  Compliance  and  Inspection 
Commission 
September  16,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Steven  E.  Steiner,  of 
Maryland,  to  be  accorded  the  rank  of  Am¬ 
bassador  during  his  tenure  of  service  as 
United  States  Representative  to  the  START 
Joint  Compliance  and  Inspection  Commis¬ 
sion. 

Since  1988  Ambassador  Steiner  has 
served  as  the  U.S.  Representative  to  the 
Special  Verification  Commission.  Prior  to 
this,  he  served  as  Director  of  Defense  and 
Arms  Control  for  the  National  Security  Staff 
at  the  White  House,  1983-1988;  Director  of 


Public  Affairs  for  the  Bureau  of  European 
Affairs  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  State, 
1981-1983;  and  as  Deputy  Director  of  The¬ 
ater  Military  Police  for  the  Bureau  of  Politi¬ 
co-Military  Affairs,  1978-1981.  Ambassador 
Steiner  entered  the  Foreign  Service  in 
1966. 

Ambassador  Steiner  graduated  from  Yale 
University  (B.A.,  1963)  and  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity  (M.I.A.,  1966).  He  was  born  July  14, 
1940,  in  Kittanning,  PA.  Ambassador 
Steiner  is  married,  has  three  children,  and 
resides  in  Chevy  Chase,  MD. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  Senate  Confirmation 
Hearings  on  the  Supreme  Court  Nomination  of  Clarence  Thomas 
September  16,  1991 


President  Bush  today  telephoned  his 
nominee  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas,  in  Senator  Danforth’s  office, 
and  congratulated  him  on  the  completion  of 
his  testimony  before  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee.  The  President  said  that  Judge 


Thomas’  testimony  showed  the  American 
people  that  he  has  an  outstanding  record,  is 
committed  to  the  rule  of  law,  and  will  pre¬ 
serve  and  protect  the  Constitution. 

The  President  is  confident  that  Judge 
Thomas  will  be  confirmed. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  President  Bush’s 
Meeting  With  President  Jose  Eduardo  dos  Santos  of  Angola 
September  16,  1991 


President  Bush  used  the  occasion  of  the 
private  visit  of  President  Jose  Eduardo  dos 
Santos  of  Angola  to  review  with  him  the 
status  of  the  Angola  peace  accords.  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  reiterated  our  firm  commitment 
to  the  Angola  peace  process  and  to  the  full 
and  timely  implementation  of  all  aspects  of 
the  accords.  In  light  of  the  recent  difficul¬ 
ties  concerning  the  assembly  and  canton¬ 
ment  of  troops  and  the  slow  pace  at  which 
discussions  are  proceeding  toward  agree¬ 
ment  on  an  electoral  calendar,  including  a 
precise  date  for  elections,  President  Bush 
urged  President  dos  Santos  to  resolve  these 


issues  quickly  so  that  the  peace  process  will 
maintain  its  momentum  and  genuine  na¬ 
tional  reconciliation  can  finally  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  Angola.  President  Bush  informed 
President  dos  Santos  that  we  remain  com¬ 
mitted  to  establishing  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  government  which  emerges  from 
free  and  fair  internationally  monitored  elec¬ 
tions.  President  Bush  noted  that  he  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  Angola’s  elections  next  year 
and  reiterated  our  preference,  also  con¬ 
tained  with  the  accords,  that  they  be  held 
in  September. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Reporting  on  Iraq’s  Compliance 
With  United  Nations  Security  Council  Resolutions 
September  16,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Consistent  with  the  Authorization  for  Use 
of  Military  Force  Against  Iraq  Resolution 
(Public  Law  102-1),  and  as  part  of  my  con¬ 
tinuing  effort  to  keep  the  Congress  fully 
informed,  I  am  again  reporting  on  the 
status  of  efforts  to  obtain  compliance  by 
Iraq  with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
U.N.  Security  Council. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency  (IAEA)  and  the  Spe¬ 
cial  Commission  created  under  Resolution 
687  have  continued  to  conduct  inspections 
and  other  activities  related  to  Iraqi  weapons 
of  mass  destruction  and  ballistic  missiles. 
With  strong  support  from  the  United  States, 
these  bodies  have  been  working  actively 
under  difficult  conditions  to  identify,  in¬ 
spect  and  arrange  for  the  elimination  of 
these  weapons  and  related  items.  As  a 
result,  Iraq  has  permitted  some  access  to 
facilities  related  to  these  weapons,  and  in¬ 
spectors  have  viewed  the  destruction  of 
some  ballistic  missiles  and  chemical  muni¬ 
tions,  and  catalogued  large  volumes  of 
equipment  related  to  Iraq’s  nuclear  and 


other  programs. 

Iraq  continues,  however,  to  misrepresent 
the  scope  of  its  programs  in  these  areas,  to 
use  deception  and  concealment  to  prevent 
inspection  teams  from  locating  equipment 
.subject  to  elimination  under  Resolution  687, 
and  to  deny  inspection  teams  full  and  unre¬ 
stricted  access  to  facilities  associated  with 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  and  ballistic 
missiles.  This  pattern  of  behavior,  as  well  as 
other  Iraqi  violations  of  the  requirements  of 
Resolution  687,  resulted  in  the  adoption  on 
August  15  of  Resolution  707,  which  con¬ 
demns  Iraq  for  these  actions  and  holds  it  in 
material  breach  of  its  obligations.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  IAEA  Board  of  Governors  voted 
on  July  18  to  find  Iraq  in  violation  of  its 
Safeguards  Agreement  and  thus  of  the  Non- 
Proliferation  Treaty.  Recently,  Iraq  has  re¬ 
fused  to  permit  the  U.N.  to  base  helicopters 
inside  Iraq  for  these  purposes,  contrary  to 
an  explicit  Security  Council  demand  con¬ 
tained  in  Resolution  707.  The  United  States 
will  not  tolerate  the  continuation  of  this  sit¬ 
uation,  and  if  necessary  will  take  action  to 
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ensure  Iraqi  compliance  with  the  Council’s 
decisions  so  as  to  fully  implement  Resolu¬ 
tion  678’s  call  for  the  restoration  of  interna¬ 
tional  peace  and  security  to  the  Persian 
Gulf  region. 

Significant  progress  has  been  made  since 
my  last  report  toward  implementation  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Security  Council  con¬ 
cerning  compensation  for  the  victims  of  the 
unlawful  invasion  and  occupation  of 
Kuwait.  The  first  session  of  the  Governing 
Council  of  the  new  U.N.  Compensation 
Commission  met  from  July  22-August  2  in 
Geneva,  and  adopted  criteria  for  the  first 
category  of  claims  to  be  considered  by  the 
Commission — namely,  claims  of  individuals 
for  up  to  $100,000.  The  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Commission  and  his  two  deputies 
have  been  appointed,  as  well  as  a  number 
of  experts  on  the  oil  industry,  banking  and 
claims  processing.  The  next  session  of  the 
Governing  Council  will  begin  on  October 
14,  and  will  focus  on  the  adoption  of  a 
mechanism  for  collection  and  monitoring  of 
Iraqi  oil  export  revenues,  as  well  as  criteria 
for  other  categories  of  claims. 

On  August  15,  the  U.N.  Security  Council 
adopted  Resolution  705,  which  approved 
the  earlier  recommendation  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary-General  that  the  ceiling  on  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  Compensation  Fund  be  set  at 
30%  of  Iraqi  annual  oil  export  revenues.  On 
the  same  date,  the  Security  Council  adopt¬ 
ed  Resolution  706,  which  authorized  sales  of 
up  to  $1.6  billion  of  Iraqi  oil,  the  proceeds 
of  which  would  be  paid  to  a  U.N.  escrow 
account  and  used  as  follows:  (1)  30%  would 
go  to  the  Compensation  Fund;  (2)  the  U.N. 


would  retain  the  amounts  necessary  for 
costs  incurred  by  the  Special  Commission, 
the  Boundary  Commission,  and  other  U.N. 
efforts  pursuant  to  Resolution  687;  and  (3) 
the  remainder  would  be  used  for  the  food, 
medicine  and  other  items  for  essential  civil¬ 
ian  needs,  which  would  be  provided  under 
strict  U.N.  supervision  to  ensure  their  equi¬ 
table  distribution  in  Iraq.  We  are  currently 
working  with  the  Secretary-General  and 
other  Security  Council  members  to  imple¬ 
ment  this  resolution  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  I  stated  in  my  previous  reports,  the 
United  States  remains  concerned  about  the 
situation  of  the  Kurds  and  other  internal 
population  groups  that  have  been  the 
object  of  repressive  measures  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Iraq.  We  have  informed  the 
Government  of  Iraq  that  we  will  continue 
to  monitor  carefully  the  treatment  of  its 
citizens,  and  that  we  remain  prepared  to 
take  appropriate  steps  if  the  situation  re¬ 
quires.  To  this  end,  an  appropriate  level  of 
forces  will  be  maintained  in  the  region  for 
as  long  as  required  by  the  situation  in  Iraq. 

I  remain  grateful  for  the  support  of  Con¬ 
gress  for  these  efforts,  and  I  look  forward  to 
continued  cooperation  toward  achieving 
our  mutual  objectives. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Robert  C.  Byrd,  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate .  This  letter  was  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 
on  September  17. 


Remarks  Following  Discussions  With  President  Alberto  Fujimori  of 


Peru 

September  17,  1991 

President  Bush.  Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
a  great  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  meet 
with  you  today  and  exchange  views  on  the 
important  issues  that  our  two  countries 
must  overcome  together.  You,  sir,  you,  Mr. 
President,  are  Peru’s  hope  for  the  future. 


We  have  spoken  openly,  discussing  the 
tough  challenges  Peru  faces,  from  economic 
hardship  to  renegade  insurgencies,  from  the 
war  against  drugs  to  the  battle  to  preserve 
human  rights.  Much  has  been  done  on  all 
these  fronts,  but  much  more  waits  to  be 
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achieved. 

Mr.  President,  since  taking  office,  you 
have  cut  government  spending,  eliminated 
price  controls,  knocked  down  barriers  to 
trade  and  investment.  Those  reforms  have 
begun  paying  off.  TheyVe  begun  paying 
dividends.  Inflation  has  eased;  net  interna¬ 
tional  reserves  have  risen.  Peruvians  feel 
confident  in  themselves,  their  economy, 
and  their  nation.  We  want  to  be  a  full  part¬ 
ner  in  your  efforts  to  restore  Peru’s  econo¬ 
my  because  your  people  deserve  the  fruits 
of  economic  growth  after  so  many  years  of 
suffering. 

We  also  discussed  narcotics  trafficking 
and  production,  a  scourge  that  blocks  Peru’s 
path  to  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  future, 
drains  its  resources,  drives  insurgency,  and 
dampens  its  hope  for  a  better  tomorrow. 
Under  your  leadership,  sir,  Peru  has  moved 
to  combat  this  deadly  threat.  You’ve  both 
strengthened  policy  and  military  operations 
against  the  drug  industry  and  stressed  the 
need  for  alternative  crop  production.  The 
U.S.  and  other  nations  have  joined  to  sup¬ 
port  Peru’s  efforts  with  training,  resources, 
and  equipment.  And  in  this  spirit,  I  was 
pleased  to  reaffirm  last  May’s  accords  in 
which  we  agreed  to  cooperate  closely  in 
combating  drug  trafficking. 

To  support  these  efforts,  my  administra¬ 
tion  wants  to  send  $94  million  in  economic 
and  military  assistance  to  fight  drugs.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Congress  has  placed  a  hold  on  dis¬ 
bursement  of  these  funds,  chiefly  because  of 
stated  human  rights  concerns.  We  share 
these  concerns,  and  so  do  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  But  you  have  made  progress  on 
human  rights.  And  let’s  also,  then,  see 
progress  on  releasing  these  funds.  Without 
this  needed  aid,  cocaine  traffic  will  contin¬ 
ue  unabated,  and  violence  and  abuses  will 
increase  unredressed.  So,  I  urge  Congress  to 
help  Peru  and  the  Andean  nations  create 
economic  alternatives  to  coca  production  by 
passing  my  Andean  trade  preference  initia¬ 
tive. 

Mr.  President,  you’ve  combined  strong 
leadership  with  swift  action.  You’ve  re¬ 
placed  police  officers  suspected  of  corrup¬ 
tion  and  abuse,  begun  to  open  up  detention 
centers  to  prosecutors,  and  pledged  to 
strengthen  your  military  code.  Your  reforms 
have  begun  to  help  improve  the  human 


rights  record  of  the  security  forces,  and 
your  deeds  echo  the  words  of  your  coun¬ 
try’s  constitution:  “That  all  men,  equal  in 
dignity,  have  rights  of  universal  validity.” 
Rights  abuses  have  fallen  sharply  since  you 
took  office  last  year.  And  Mr.  President, 
your  leadership  and  your  nation  deserve 
our  support,  and  you  have  it. 

Our  Government  is  pleased  to  cochair 
with  Japan  an  international  group  to  help 
Peru  with  its  debt  problems  and  hasten  its 
reintegration  into  the  international  financial 
community.  A  number  of  other  countries, 
including  several  in  Latin  America,  have 
joined  this  process  which  is  so  important  for 
Peru’s  future.  We  hope  the  democratic 
community  will  rally  generously  to  support 
your  people. 

Mr.  President,  you  are  confronting  the 
challenge  of  change  with  courage  and 
vision.  And  you’re  building  a  new  Peru  with 
a  sound  economy,  respect  for  law,  and  a 
new  sense  of  social  justice  and  national  rec¬ 
onciliation.  You’re  steering  your  country 
steadily  toward  a  place  of  renewed  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  community  of  democratic  na¬ 
tions  which  Peruvian  patriot  Juan  Pablo  Vis- 
cardo  y  Guzman  once  called  “the  great 
family  of  brothers.” 

And  so,  once  again,  sir,  it  has  been  an 
honor  to  welcome  you  and,  yes,  your  family 
to  the  White  House  and  your  excellent 
team  that  you  brought  with  you.  We  wel¬ 
come  you  once  again,  and  let  me  just  say 
may  God  bless  you  and  the  people  of  Peru. 

President  Fujimori.  Mr.  President,  as 
President  of  Peru,  I  would  like  to  express 
my  appreciation  and  that  of  the  Peruvian 
people  for  all  your  hospitality  during  our 
trip  and  for  the  considerable  assistance  that 
your  Government  has  provided  to  my  coun¬ 
try  through  your  leadership  of  the  refinanc¬ 
ing  group.  Thanks  to  your  support,  Peru 
will  be  able  to  resume  normalized  relations 
with  the  international  financial  community. 

As  we  have  discussed  together,  Peru  and 
the  United  States  have  joined  in  a  terrible 
intimacy  in  the  war  against  drugs.  Our 
country  can  play  a  significant  role  in  the 
effort  to  wipe  out  drug  trafficking.  Peru 
produces  60  percent  of  the  world’s  coca 
leaf,  while  the  United  States  consumes  80 
percent  of  the  world’s  cocaine.  The  efforts 
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on  the  part  of  both  our  countries  to  fight 
this  scourge,  within  the  framework  of  the 
antidrug  agreement  which  we  have  signed 
and  with  the  support  of  the  coca-growing 
farmers  of  Peru,  are  critical.  And  we  all 
recognize  that  each  victory  in  this  fight  will 
benefit  the  youth  of  the  entire  world.  In 
order  to  replace  the  coca  leaf  with  other 
crops  in  Peru,  it  will  be  necessary  to  change 
our  systems  and  create  the  conditions  for  a 
true  market  economy.  It  is  only  in  this 
manner  that  the  coca-growing  farmer  can 
switch  to  alternative  and  profitable  crops. 

We  are  making  progress  in  this  difficult 
war.  We  have  achieved  a  national  consen¬ 
sus,  which  includes  all  of  the  coca-growing 
farm  organizations,  for  a  move  to  legal 
crops  and  alternative  development. 
Through  intelligent  efforts  based  on  the 
shared  vision  between  our  two  countries, 
we  can  consolidate  a  relationship  which  will 
vanquish  drug  trafficking. 

As  I  informed  you,  we  have  established  a 
new  policy  in  Peru  for  the  protection  of 
human  rights  which  will  complement  our 
fight  against  drug  trafficking  and  terrorists 
and  will  guarantee  the  full  respect  of  those 


rights. 

We  are  committed  to  ending  the  prob¬ 
lems  in  Peru  without  abandoning  the  rule 
of  law  and  democracy.  Our  plan  for  fighting 
drugs  in  Peru  calls  for  identifying  the  coca¬ 
growing  farmers.  By  identifying  the  coca 
farmers,  we  will  also  be  able  to  identify  the 
drug  traffickers.  I  wish  to  assure  you  that 
our  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  the  activities  of 
drug  trafficking  will  be  implacable. 

I  am  certain  that  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  with  its 
friendship  and  fraternity,  together  we  will 
be  able  to  free  humanity  of  the  terrible 
scourge  of  drug  trafficking. 

Mr.  President,  again,  my  sincere  thanks. 
Your  support  and  concern  for  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  my  country  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered  by  myself  and  the  people  of 
Peru.  Many  thanks. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  1:22  p.m.  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  Prior  to 
their  remarks ,  the  two  Presidents  met  pri¬ 
vately  in  the  Oval  Office ,  met  with  US. 
and  Peruvian  officials  in  the  Cabinet 
Room ,  and  attended  a  luncheon  in  the  Old 
Family  Dining  Room. 


Teleconference  Remarks  to  Schoolchildren  During  the  Annual 
National  Space  Science  Symposium 
September  17,  1991 


The  President  Well,  Dick,  Admiral  Truly, 
thank  you  very,  very  much;  and  to  Charlie 
here  and  Tammy  down  there  someplace, 
Lisa. 

I  was  watching  part  of  the  program 
before  we  came  in.  I  saw  some  of  you  all 
there.  And  let  me  say  how  exciting  I  think 
the  efforts  of  the  spacemobilers  and  the  as¬ 
tronauts  are  to  teach  students  about  space 
and  space  exploration.  When  I  was  a  kid, 
we  had  some  idols  we  thought  were  out  of 
this  world.  With  people  like  Charlie  and 
Tammy  Jernigan,  they  really  are  out  of  this 
world.  And  you  know  what  I  mean. 

It’s  also  a  privilege  to  be  with  so  many 
fine  students  interested  in  learning  about 
the  future  of  space.  And  I  especially  want 


to  salute  the  national  winners  of  the  Space 
Science  Student  Involvement  Program  who 
are  in  the  studio  with  us  here  today.  You 
guys  can  learn  from  them.  Their  academic 
achievement  deserves  real  special  recogni¬ 
tion. 

So  looking  forward  to  today,  for  a  few 
minutes  I  was  a  hero  with  one  of  my  young 
grandkids,  younger  guy  than  you.  When  I 
told  her  I  was  going  to  be  on  television,  she 
thought  Fd  finally  made  it  onto  ‘‘Sesame 
Street.’"  [Laughter] 

And  as  you  begin  the  school  year,  just 
think  of  what  you  can  make  of  the  future. 
Many  of  you  are  the  class  of  the  year  2000. 
In  NASA  lingo,  that  means  “T”  minus  8 
years,  3  months,  and  13  days.  And  you,  the 
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students  of  today,  will  help  keep  America 
the  world’s  leader.  And  all  of  you,  if  you 
work  hard,  but  all  of  you  can  turn  learning 
into  an  adventure.  And  to  do  this  you  have 
to  prepare  not  just  by  studying,  but  by 
studying  hard,  especially  math  and  science. 
And  that  means  doing  what  I  too  often  fail 
to  do,  that  means  homework.  And  it  means 
setting  goals  both  for  you  and  for  America. 

This  is  why  our  administration  and  the 
Nation’s  Governors  created  six  national  edu¬ 
cational  goals,  one  of  which  is  to  be  the  first 
in  the  world  in  math  and  science.  And  to¬ 
gether  you  can  help  say  of  American  educa¬ 
tion,  “All  systems  are  go.” 

And  since  this  telecast  began,  the  astro¬ 
nauts  orbiting  in  the  space  shuttle  Discov¬ 
ery  have  traveled  halfway  around  the 
planet  Earth.  Just  think  about  that:  Just 
since  the  program  began,  about  12,000 
miles.  Even  if  you  don’t  end  up  working  in 
space,  what  you  learn  about  math  and  sci¬ 
ence  and  all  the  rest  of  the  subjects  you 
study  will  help  you  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 
So,  do  your  best.  Make  America  proud. 
Help  achieve  a  lift-off  to  learning. 

And  now,  Charlie,  having  heard  some 
questions,  I  understand  they’ve  got  a  few 
more  questions.  And  maybe  you  and  I  can 
answer  them.  I  hope  they  give  the  tough 
ones  to  this  guy,  and  I’ll  take  the  easy  ones. 

[ Laughter ] 

Mr.  Bolden.  Well,  Mr.  President,  I  think 
they’re  ready,  and  we’re  going  to  give  you 
two  questions  from  here  before  we  switch 
down  to  Texas  for  some.  So,  who  has  a  ques¬ 
tion  for  the  President? 

The  President.  There  she  goes.  What  is  it? 

Q.  I  go  to  Stevens  Elementary  School.  My 
teacher  is  Miss  Hamilton. 

The  President  Is  she  a  hard  teacher? 

Q.  No. 

The  President  No?  Okay. 

Q.  Do  you  want  your  grandchildren  to 
live  and  work  in  space? 

The  President.  Oh,  I’d  love  it  if  one  of 
them  would  do  that.  We’ve  got  12,  so  we’ve 
got  a  lot  to  choose  from,  girls  and  boys.  But 
I  think  it  would  be  wonderful.  I  don’t  know 
whether  they’ll  make  it,  but  if  they’re  going 
to,  they’ve  got  to  start  in,  as  I’m  sure  some 
of  you  are,  recognize  the  importance  of 
school  first,  and  then  as  they  get  a  little 
older  concentrate  on  that  math  and  science 


and  all  the  things  that  Charlie  can  tell  you 
about  that  are  important  to  it.  But  I  think  it 
would  be  wonderful  because  I  think  the 
challenge  for  our  country,  a  lot  of  it,  lies  out 
there  in  space. 

Mr.  Bolden.  Next  question.  Let  me  see 
your  hands.  And  Admiral  Truly,  I  think 
there’s  one  right  by  you. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you:  How  is  space 
technology  helping  you  as  the  President? 

The  President.  Well,  there  are  many  ways 
it  helps.  I’m  not  sure  exactly  in  terms  of  my 
day-to-day  responsibilities  as  President,  but 
space  technology  helps  in  so  many  practical 
ways.  One  I  think  of  is,  and  I  guess  it  affects 
whether  you’re  President  or  whether  you’re 
just  a  plain  citizen,  is  in  medicine.  Some  of 
the  research  that  they  have  done  has  a 
direct  application  to  medicine. 

Other  parts  of  research  that  interest  me,  I 
guess  again  not  just  because  I’m  President 
but  citizen,  is  what  they  learn  about  weath¬ 
er,  what  they  learn  about  crops  internation¬ 
ally  in  terms  of  feeding  the  world.  One  of 
the  worries  I  have  is  there  are  a  lot  of 
hungry  people  in  the  world.  And  how  do 
we,  as  the  United  States,  use  our  advanced 
science  that  NASA  taught  us  so  much  about 
to  help  other  people?  And  we’ve  got  to 
help  people  at  home,  but  we  also  have  an 
obligation:  Somebody  is  hungry  halfway 
around  the  world,  we  need  to  help  them. 
And  the  science  that  comes  out  of  the  space 
program  in  terms  of  agriculture  is  very, 
very  important. 

So,  that  is  just  a  couple  of  ways,  but  I’m 
sure  there  are  many,  many  more. 

Mr.  Bolden.  Mr.  President,  we’re  going  to 
switch  now  down  to  Tammy  Jernigan  and 
the  crew  in  La  Porte  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  ask  us  about  four  questions. 
So  Tammy,  if  you  would  go  around  the 
room  and  give  us  your  question. 

Ms.  Jernigan.  Thank  you,  Charlie.  Mr. 
President,  I’ve  been  so  really  excited  here 
at  College  Park  Elementary  to  ask  you 
some  questions. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  will  you  know  that 
we’re  first  in  science  and  math? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know.  There 
are  all  kinds  of  objective  ways  of  measuring. 
But  one  of  the  goals  that  we  have  is  to  have 
voluntary  testing  at  various  levels:  4th,  8th, 
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and  12th  grade.  They  have  measures  now 
to  determine  what  countries  are  ahead,  and 
regrettably,  we’re  about  12th  in  that  special 
field.  So,  in  addition  to  just  getting  a  feeling 
of  it  by  the  results,  by  how  well  people  do 
in  life,  there  will  be,  under  our  national 
education  goals,  there  will  be  national  test¬ 
ing.  And  I  think  this  will  help.  I  think  the 
schools  are  interested;  the  Governors  are 
interested.  And  I  think  it  will  help  us 
answer  your  question  better,  once  that 
starts. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  did  you  come  up 
with  your  goals? 

The  President.  I  didn’t  hear  you.  Tell  me 
one  more  time.  I  was  listening,  but  I  just 
didn’t  get  it.  What  was  it? 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  did  you  come  up 
with  your  goals? 

The  President.  The  education  goals,  a 
very  good  question.  I’ll  tell  you  what  we 
did.  We  met  with  all  the  Governors.  And  I 
went  down  to  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  and 
met  with  the  Governors.  And  then  they 
went  back  to  the  States.  And  working  with 
the  White  House  staff  and  the  Governors’ 
staffs,  we  came  up  with  these  national  goals. 
They  made  suggestions.  We’d  offer  our  sug¬ 
gestions.  And  50  Governors  came  together 
with  the  White  House  to  set,  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history,  national  goals.  And  they 
are:  To  be  first  in  math  and  science.  We 
talk  about  “ready  to  learn,”  and  that  means 
Head  Start  program.  We  talk  about 
“nobody  is  too  old  to  learn.” 

That  includes  me.  I’m  trying  to  learn  a 
computer.  Everybody  in  this  room  probably 
knows  how  to  do  it  better  than  I  do.  But 
I’m  not  too  old  to  learn  even  though  I’m 
getting  up  there,  67  years  old.  I  remember 
when  I  was  your  age,  I  thought  if  I  got  67, 
wow,  over  the  hill,  gone,  history.  [Laughter] 

But  we’ve  got  these  good  sensible  goals 
now.  And  now  the  thing  we’re  going  to  try 
to  do  is  get  each  State  to  work  with  their 
communities  to  solve  these,  to  come  up 
with  solutions  so  that  we  meet  these  educa¬ 
tion  goals. 

Who  else  has  got  it?  Nice  to  see  you 
again,  incidentally. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  do  we  want  to  put 
a  person  on  Mars? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  it’s  going  to 
just  go  to  the  cutting  edge  of  the  science. 


And  everything  that’s  happened  in  space, 
from  the  very  first  vehicle  into  space  to  the 
very  last,  has  taught  us  a  lot  about  the  real 
world  and  all  outside  our  own  world. 

And  so,  I  think  it  would  just  be  a  quan¬ 
tum  leap  forward  in  terms  of  our  knowl¬ 
edge  as  to  what  the  universe  is  about.  And  I 
hope  that  in  addition  it  would  have  very 
practical  answers  to  some  of  the  problems 
we  face  on  Earth.  So,  it’s  going  to  what  they 
call  a  cutting  edge.  It’s  going  out  front.  It’s 
exploring.  It’s  like  the  guys  in  the  wagon 
trains  that  used  to  go  across  this  country. 
They  were  the  pioneers.  Now,  the  pioneers 
are  Charlie  and  Lisa  and  Tammy  and 
others.  And  it’s  a  wonderfully  exciting 
thing. 

So,  it’s  expensive;  it’s  going  to  take  a 
while  to  do  it.  But  we’ve  always  got  to  be  in 
the  forefront.  As  the  United  States,  more 
and  more  countries  are  looking  to  us  for 
everything  in  the  world,  including  being 
the  leader  in  science  and  technology. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  if  you  are  talented 
in  art  and  you  drop  out  of  school  because 
you  can  make  a  bunch  of  money? 

The  President.  Talented  in  art  and  you 
drop  out  of  school  to  make  a  bunch  of 
dough?  Well,  first  place,  I  hope — maybe  if 
you’re  asking  about  yourself  or  someone  in 
your  family,  I  hope  they  are  talented  in  art. 
But  I  don’t  think  you  ought  to  drop  out  of 
school.  You  can  have  one  discipline.  You 
can  have  one  area  of  expertise.  But  to  be  a 
full  human  being  you  need  a  wide  array  of 
knowledge. 

And  so  my  advice  to  somebody  that  fit 
that  description — really  good  in  art,  maybe 
good  enough  to  start  selling  paintings  or 
doing  sculpture,  or  whatever  it  is,  is  a  grade 
school  or  a  high  school  student — finish  your 
education.  That’s  only  a  part  of  your  life,  a 
vital  part  of  your  life.  But  you  need  to  be  a 
whole  person,  a  whole  man,  a  whole 
woman.  And  you  can’t  do  it  if  you  are  less 
than  fully  educated. 

So,  if  you  know  somebody,  if  you  asked 
me  the  question  because  you  know  some¬ 
body  that  fits  that  description  and  they 
were  looking  for  a  little  advice:  Keep  up 
with  the  art.  Do  what  you  do  best.  But 
don’t  neglect  being  a  whole  person.  And 
you  only  get  that  from  a  full  education. 
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Good  question,  though. 

Ms.  Jernigan.  Mr.  President,  we  under¬ 
stand  we’re  out  of  time.  We  really  appreci¬ 
ate  the  time  that  you’ve  spent  with  us  here 
today.  Bye. 

The  President  All  right.  Thanks.  You  guys 
had  good  questions. 

Mr.  Bolden.  Tammy,  thanks  very  much  to 
you  and  the  kids  down  there  in  La  Porte. 
And  we’re  going  to  swing  back  up  here  and 
give  our  kids  an  opportunity  to  ask  just  a 
few  more  questions  before  the  President 
has  to  leave.  So,  how  about  more  questions? 

Q.  My  question  is,  do  you  think  current 
problems  like  drugs  and  crime  will  follow 
us  to  space? 

The  President.  I’ll  tell  you,  I’ve  got  some 
good  news.  We’re  making  dramatic 
progress  in  the  fight  against  narcotics.  It’s 
just  beginning  to  happen,  but  we’re  making 
great  progress.  And  the  best  progress  is 
amongst  kids  your  age  and  a  little  bit  older 
who  are  turning  away  from  drugs  because 
they  know  how  bad  it  is.  But  no,  there 
would  be  no  room  for  drug  use  in  space. 
The  life  that  Charlie’s  described  for  you  and 
you’ve  heard  about  from  La  Porte,  Texas, 
today,  is  too  complex.  One  person’s  life  de¬ 
pends  on  another.  And  you  can’t  have  any 
kind  of  thing  like  drug  use  in  space. 

What  grade  are  you  in? 

Q.  Fourth. 

The  President  Fourth  grade.  Can’t  have 
it  in  the  fourth  grade.  You  ruin  your  lives. 
And  the  good  news  is,  as  I  say,  is  people  are 
beginning  to  understand  this  more.  The  bad 
news  is,  we’re  not  there  yet.  I  just  met  with 
the  President  of  Peru  before  I  came  over 
here.  And  they  grow  something  like  40,  60 
percent  of  the  coca  leaf,  and  we’re  working 
with  them  to  try  to  eliminate  this.  And  they 
say  to  us,  “Hey,  you  help  us  eliminate  this 
coca  leaf.”  That’s  where  the  cocaine  comes 
from.  “But  you  use  80  percent  of  the  nar¬ 
cotics  in  the  world.  The  demand  in  your 
country,  Mr.  Bush,  is  80  percent.” 

So,  what  we’ve  got  to  do  is  continue  with 
the  education  programs  and  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  programs  and  the  State  programs  and 
the  community  programs  and,  yes,  the 
White  House  programs.  So  we  teach  people 
you  simply  can’t  use  drugs,  whether  it’s 
space — it’s  not  going  to  go  out  into  outer 
space — nor  cities,  nor  homes,  nor  families, 


wherever.  We  just  can’t  do  it. 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  go  on  a  trip  to  space 
to  help  build  a  space  station? 

The  President  Yes,  I’d  like  to.  I  don’t 
think  I’ll  make  it  though.  [Laughter]  I  don’t 
think  they’d  let  me  in.  I  don’t  think  Admi¬ 
ral  Truly,  who’s  the  boss  of  this  program, 
would  have  a  guy  my  age.  I  think  health- 
wise  I  might  be  able  to  make  it.  And  I’m 
not  sure  Charlie  would  want  an  old  guy  up 
there  with  him  on  his  next  space  mission 
which  he’s  going  to  undertake  what,  next 
spring? 

Mr.  Bolden.  Next  spring  sometime. 

The  President.  Your  question  wasn’t  am  I 
going  to  do  it,  but  would  I  like  to.  I’d  love 
to  do  it.  I  really  would  love  to  see  the  world 
as  these  people  have  seen  it.  And  I  think  I’d 
be  a  better  President  if  I  had. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you,  how  difficult  is  it  to 
be  our  President? 

The  President.  It  depends  on  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  out  there,  I’ll  tell  you.  And  some 
days  it’s  very  difficult,  and  some  days  it’s 
not  so  bad.  But  I  think  the  answer  is:  In  the 
first  place,  it’s  exciting;  it’s  fun;  I  like  it. 
There  are  so  many  things  to  be  done  both 
here  and  abroad.  And  the  thing  about  that 
one  is  to  get  good  people  with  you.  One  of 
the  reasons  our  space  program  has  been 
successful,  the  leader  in  the  whole  world,  is 
because  we’ve  attracted  really  good  people. 
And  the  same  thing  is  true  for  the  White 
House. 

So,  you  know,  at  times  like  during  the 
war  and  stuff,  it  gets  a  little  complicated 
and  difficult.  And  then  at  times  you  just 
feel,  look,  we  can  do  anything  we  set  our 
sights  on.  But  I  think  the  advice  is,  get  good 
people  around  you. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  kind  of  work — is 
the  work  hard  that  you  do? 

The  President.  You  mean  President?  Well, 
it’s  pretty  long  hours.  I  get  up  every  morn¬ 
ing  at  5  a.m.  This  might  be  of  real  interest 
to  you.  Our  dogs  are  like  alarm  clocks.  We 
have  two  dogs,  you  know,  Millie  and 
Ranger.  They’re  like  alarm  clocks.  They 
wake  at  5  a.m.  every  morning.  And  so  I 
have  a  long  day.  So,  I  go  home  and  go  to 
the  Oval  Office.  Then  in  the  evening  I 
work.  I  have  an  office  in  the  White  House, 
the  big  White  House  part,  the  Residence. 
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And  sometimes  it’s  very  difficult  and  com¬ 
plicated,  and  you  worry  about  people  and 
how  they  re  doing:  drugs  or  the  cities  or 
whatever  else  it  is.  But  I  don’t  know  that 
it’s  harder  than  your  teacher’s  job  or  the 
astronaut’s  job.  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  question 
of  difficulty.  Again,  it’s  a  question  of,  “Are 
you  up  for  it?  Do  you  think  you  can  do  it? 
Do  you  want  to  make  a  contribution?” 
Something  like  that. 

Q.  And  I  want  to  know,  how  do  you  feel 
about  sending  people  into  space? 

The  President.  Sending  people  in  there? 
Well,  in  the  first  place,  clearly  people  don’t 
go  into  space  unless  they  want  to,  unless 
they’ve  got  a  drive,  unless  they’ve  got  a 
mission.  And  then,  you  worry  about  it,  as 
President.  But  I  think  their  neighbors  worry 
about  it,  his  friends.  It’s  something  when 
you  see  something  dramatic  like  a  lift-off. 
But  I  view  it  as  a  challenge.  I  think  Char¬ 
lie’s  lucky.  He’s  a  good  man.  I  think  he’s 
lucky  to  be  in  space. 

Mr.  Bolden.  We  have  time  for  one  more 
question,  and  you’ve  been  having  your 
hand  up,  so  go  ahead. 

Q.  Mr.  Bush,  would  you  consider  letting 
Millie  be  the  first  American  dog  in  space? 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  First  dog  in  space? 

Q.  American. 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  I’d  let  Millie 
do  it  because  I  don’t  think  she  could  pass 
the  physical.  She  has  lupus,  and  that’s  a  dis¬ 
ease.  And  I  don’t  think  any  of  the  doctors  at 
NASA  would  let  her  go.  Other  than  that,  if 
they  were  going  to  take  a  dog  out  there,  I’d 
let  Ranger.  I’ve  got  a  dog  named  Ranger, 
Millie’s  son.  He  could  go  maybe.  But  I  don’t 
think  people  would  like  the  President’s  dog 
getting  to  be  the  first  dog  in  space.  They’d 
all  say,  “Hey,  how  come  my  dog  didn’t  get 
to  go.”  You  know  what  I  mean?  So,  I  don’t 
think  Millie’s  going  to  go  either.  But 
anyway,  that’s  an  interesting  question  be¬ 


cause  they  do  take  different  kinds  of  ani¬ 
mals.  I  guess  you  do,  or  don’t  you? 

Mr.  Bolden.  Different  kinds  of  animals. 
Yes,  sir,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  No  dogs  yet? 

Mr.  Bolden.  No  dogs  yet  that  I  know  of, 
like  you  said,  on  an  American  space  flight. 

Mr.  President,  we  want  to  thank  you  very 
much.  I  know  you’ve  been  very,  very  busy. 
And  you’ve  taken  a  lot  of  your  personal 
time  out  to  be  with  us  today.  And  I  know 
the  kids  are  excited.  So,  I  thank  you  for 
them. 

Admiral  Truly,  we  thank  you  very  much. 
I  want  to  thank  Lisa  McLeod.  Tammy,  I’d 
like  to  really  thank  you  and  the  kids  down 
there  in  La  Porte.  I  want  to  thank  our  tele¬ 
vision  audience  because  you’ve  been 
superb.  We’ve  had  lots  of  fun  here  together. 
We  want  to  thank  the  public  television  sta¬ 
tions  who’ve  chosen  to  carry  us  today.  And 
we  want  to  encourage  all  of  you  to  take 
heed  at  the  words  that  you  heard  today: 
study,  study,  study;  read,  read,  read.  We 
really  appreciate  your  being  with  us.  So,  so 
long. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:38  p.m.  from 
the  auditorium  of  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Admin istra tion  on  NASA  Select 
TV.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Richard 
H.  Truly,  NASA  Administrator,  and  Lisa 
McLeod,  NASA  Aerospace  Education  Spe¬ 
cialist.  Astronauts  Charlie  Bolden  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Tammy  Jemigan  in  La  Porte, 
TX,  were  the  teleconference  moderators. 
Students  from  the  following  schools  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  teleconference:  Stevens  Ele¬ 
mentary  School,  Washington,  DC;  Bucknell 
Elementary  School,  Alexandria,  VA;  Ash¬ 
burton  Elementary  School  and  Harlem  Park 
Elementary  School,  Baltimore,  MD;  and 
College  Park  Elementary  School,  La  Porte, 
TX.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 
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Nomination  of  Elaine  L.  Chao  To  Be  Director  of  the  Peace  Corps 
September  17,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Elaine  L.  Chao,  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  to  be  Director  of  the  Peace  Corps.  She 
would  succeed  Paul  D.  Coverdell. 

Currently,  Ms.  Chao  serves  as  Deputy 
Secretary  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this, 
Ms.  Chao  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Feder¬ 
al  Maritime  Commission,  1988-1989; 
Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Maritime  Ad¬ 
ministration  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation,  1986-1988;  and  vice  presi¬ 


dent  for  syndications  of  BankAmerica  Cap¬ 
ital  Markets  Group,  1984-1986.  She  was  se¬ 
lected  as  a  White  House  fellow  and  worked 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  at  the  Grand  Canyon,  Arizona 
September  18,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  a  question  about  Iraq 
while  you’re  there,  sir?  Could  you  take  a 
moment? 

The  President  No,  I  can’t. 

Environmental  Policy 

Q.  Can  we  ask  you  an  environmental 
question? 

The  President  No,  not  right  now.  I’m  in  a 
learning  process  here. 

Q.  This  is  a  great  photo  op,  but  your  crit¬ 
ics  say  your  policy  doesn’t  measure  up,  sir. 

The  President  That’s  not  what  we’re 
hearing  today,  Jim  [Jim  Miklaszewski,  NBC 
News].  If  you  listened  carefully  to  the  brief¬ 
ing,  you’d  see  great  progress  has  been 
made.  That’s  a  very  important  point. 

That’s  the  last  question  I  might  take  be¬ 
cause  we’re  getting  a  good  briefing  here. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  with  all  due  respect,  sir, 
could  you  at  least  tell  us  if  time  is  running 
out  on  Saddam?  Has  he  run  out  of  time? 

The  President  A  long  time  ago. 

Q.  We’re  told  that  you’re  moving  troops 
back  to  Saudi  Arabia,  sir.  Is  that  true? 

Environmental  Policy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  environment, 
are  your  critics  just  wrong  about  the  admin¬ 


istration’s  record  on  the  environment? 

The  President  Now  we’re  doing — now 
we’re  focusing  on  domestic. 

Q.  Are  your  critics  just  wrong? 

The  President  Wrong  about  what? 

Q.  About  their  criticism  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration’s  policy  on  the  environment. 

The  President  Yes,  they’re  wrong. 
They’re  wrong.  You’ve  heard  about  the 
progress. 

Q.  Why  wasn’t  this  plant  cleaned  up 
years  ago? 

The  President  We’ve  got  the  Clean  Air; 
we’ve  got  the  revision  of  the  Clean  Air. 
We’re  signing  an  agreement  today,  and 
progress  is  being  made.  That’s  the  good 
point.  But  I  think  the  critics  are — you  can’t 
respond  to  the  extremes  in  the  critics. 
We’ve  got  some  critics  and  perfect  reason 
to  say  we  can  do  better,  but  we’re  making 
real  progress. 

Q.  The  environmentalists  pushed  the  ad¬ 
ministration  into  doing  this. 

The  President  No,  no.  No,  no.  We’re 
doing  what’s  right. 

’92  Election 

Q.  Is  this  a  warm-up  for  your  campaign 
’92,  sir? 

The  President  No.  No,  no. 
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Q.  Not  even  a - 

The  President.  I’ll  let  you  know  when  that 
comes.  You’ll  know  it  when  you  see  it. 

Q.  You  mean  you’re  not  running? 

The  President  You’ll  know  it  when  you 
see  it. 


Note:  The  exchange  began  at  9:10  a.m.  at 
Yavapai  Point  on  the  Grand  Canyon.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  at  an  Environmental  Agreement  Signing  Ceremony  at  the 
Grand  Canyon,  Arizona 
September  18,  1991 


Thank  you,  Governor  Symington.  And 
thank  all  of  you  here  for  the  warm  wel¬ 
come.  And  let  me  just  salute  the  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  administration  that  are  with  me 
on  the  platform  here:  Our  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Manuel  Lujan,  and  of  course,  the 
man  you  just  heard  from,  our  able  EPA 
Administrator,  Bill  Reilly.  I  particularly 
want  to  thank  the  Members  of  Congress 
from  Arizona  that  are  with  us  today:  Sena¬ 
tor  McCain,  Senator  DeConcini  over  here, 
and  of  course,  Representative  Stump  and 
Representative  Kyi,  also  greeting  us  here 
today.  So,  we  have  a  good  turnout.  I’m  glad 
you  all  are  seated.  And  I  wish  you  all  were, 
but  I  will — this  isn’t  the  shortest  speech  I’ve 
ever  given  either,  so — [laughter]. 

But  look,  I  love  coming  back  to  this  gen¬ 
eral  area,  though  this  will  be  my  first  trip 
down  inside  the  Canyon.  This  spot  where  I 
was  sitting  reminds  me  of  the  old  political 
adage,  “Never  move  backward.”  [Laughter] 
It  kind  of  reminds  me  of — looks  like  some¬ 
thing  that  started  out  in  Washington  as  a 
trench  and  went  over  budget.  [Laughter] 

I  love  the  outdoors.  I  hope  that’s  clear  to 
the  American  people  by  now,  the  sports 
and  the  recreation  and  the  sheer  beauty  of 
it.  Let  me  tell  you,  I’ve  been  privileged  to 
travel  all  around  the  world,  and  I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  that  anywhere  you  can  find  a  better 
outdoor  attraction  than  this.  Many  times 
what  you  don’t  see  is  as  impressive  as  what 
you  do.  Here,  as  we  look  over  the  south  rim 
of  the  world’s  greatest  natural  wonder,  we 
see  Arizona  skies,  a  kaleidoscope  of  beauty 
of  the  Grand  Canyon,  we  see  a  place  that 
has  made  even  the  most  calloused  observer 
gasp  with  awe. 


We  don’t  see  smog,  today.  But  sometimes 
smoke  and  fumes  obscure  this  lovely  view. 
And  we’re  here  to  say  today:  No  more.  The 
Navajo  visibility  rule,  the  rule  that  we  will 
sign  today,  honors  Teddy  Roosevelt’s  admo¬ 
nition  about  the  Grand  Canyon.  Here  are 
his  words;  they  apply  to  today:  “Leave  it  as 
it  is.  You  cannot  improve  on  it.  The  ages 
have  been  at  work  on  it,  and  man  can  only 
mar  it.  What  you  can  do  is  to  keep  it  for 
your  children,  your  children’s  children,  and 
all  who  come  after  you,  as  one  of  the  great 
sights  which  every  American,  if  he  can 
travel  at  all,  should  see.” 

Well,  the  visibility  rule  will  help  ensure 
cleaner  skies  and  more  breathtaking  vistas 
for  visitors.  It  helps  preserve  the  spectacu¬ 
lar  treasure  without  shutting  down  the  elec- 
tricity-generating  industry  and  without  forc¬ 
ing  people  to  choose  between  environment 
and  their  jobs. 

If  people  think  the  revolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union  was  spectacular,  they  ought  to 
come  here.  Who  ever  thought  that  we’d  be 
able  to  get  the  Grand  Canyon  Trust,  the 
Environmental  Defense  Fund,  the  Salt 
River  Project,  and  the  Arizona  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Company  to  share  the  spotlight.  But  it’s 
so  good  that  they  did.  It  is  so  wonderful 
that  they  are  cooperating  in  this  forward- 
looking  manner,  partners  in  an  historic 
agreement.  And  so  many  people  here  de¬ 
serve  a  hand.  Bill  Reilly  singled  out  some.  I 
want  to  just  mention,  again,  Governor  Sy¬ 
mington,  the  representatives  of  the  envi¬ 
ronmental  community  and  of  the  utility  in¬ 
dustry  as  well. 

I  think  we  owe  a  special  thanks  to  Bill 
Reilly  of  the  EPA,  our  Administrator.  He 
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has  tried  to  promote  a  series  of  cooperative 
ventures  based  on  the  common-sense  view 
that  you  can  get  further  by  seeking  people’s 
help  than  suing  them.  And  the  EPA’s 
Green  Lights  program  encourages  the  vol¬ 
untary  use  of  energy  efficient  lighting. 
Green  Lights  promotes  energy  conserva¬ 
tion,  which  saves  electricity  and  cuts  down 
on  pollution.  Our  voluntary  program  to 
reduce  toxic  emissions  has  enlisted  more 
than  200  companies,  who  together  have 
promised  to  cut  toxic  emissions  by  more 
than  200  million  pounds  a  year. 

And  today’s  agreement  offers  further 
proof  that  Bill’s  own  brand  of  shuttle  diplo¬ 
macy  has  helped  eliminate  environmental 
gridlock  and  produce  the  kind  of  consensus 
that  enables  us  to  take  care  of  our  planet 
and  our  economy.  These  agreements  illus¬ 
trate  a  crucial  element  of  our  administra¬ 
tion’s  vision  for  America’s  future.  Before  I 
go  further,  I  just  have  to  ask  some  of  the 
critics  out  there:  How’s  this  for  the  vision 
thing?  [Laughter] 

Today’s  event  celebrates  the  kind  of  civil¬ 
ity  and  cooperation  that  our  administration 
has  tried  to  promote  for  our  entire  society. 
For  too  many  years,  Americans  have  divid¬ 
ed  into  feuding  camps,  people  sparring  over 
causes,  special  interests  battling  it  out 
against  special  interests,  and  so  on.  We  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  most  Americans 
share  a  broader  set  of  goals  and  beliefs, 
which  I  think  we  would  all  call  the  Ameri¬ 
can  dream.  We  need  to  revive  that  dream 
and  invite  people  to  join  us  in  pursuing  it, 
regardless  of  their  party,  their  background, 
or  their  ideology. 

Most  of  us  want  a  lot  of  the  same  things. 
Around  here,  for  instance,  everyone  wanted 
to  preserve  the  Canyon  and  the  local  econ¬ 
omy.  And  no  one  wants  an  environmental 
policy  that  permits  the  wanton  destruction 
of  our  natural  treasures.  Nor  can  we  afford 
a  policy  that  makes  the  American  worker 
an  endangered  species.  Our  policies  should 
promote  economic  growth,  create  new  jobs, 
and  still  let  everyone  enjoy  the  grandeur  of 
the  outdoors.  And  believe  me,  it  can  be 
done.  It  is  being  done. 

We  can  achieve  our  most  important  goals 
only  by  working  together,  taking  advantage 
of  our  diverse  skills,  abilities,  commitments, 
and  passions.  And  if  we  divide  up  like  the 


Hatfields  and  the  McCoys,  we  don’t  accom¬ 
plish  anything  worthwhile.  We  just  destroy 
ourselves  and  those  causes  that  we  hold 
dear. 

Ten  years  ago,  I  was  Chairman  of  the 
Presidential  Task  Force  on  Regulatory 
Relief,  then  Vice  President,  and  I  called  for 
greater  use  of  informal  negotiation  tech¬ 
niques  instead  of  litigation  and  for  market- 
based  approaches  to  controlling  pollution. 
And  this  agreement  shows  that  those  inno¬ 
vations  work.  And  so  does  the  landmark 
Clean  Air  Act,  which  I  signed  last  year  and 
in  the  process  broke  a  logjam  that  had  pre¬ 
vented  progress  for  a  dozen  years. 

Our  administration  has  crafted  a  new, 
commonsense  approach  to  environmental 
issues,  one  that  honors  our  love  of  the  envi¬ 
ronment  and  our  commitment  to  growth. 
And  in  just  the  last  year,  we’ve  signed  bills 
to  prevent  oilspills,  protect  the  Antarctic. 
We’ve  initiated  a  program  to  plant  a  billion 
trees  a  year  around  the  country.  And  it’s 
going  well.  We’ve  launched  a  massive  effort 
to  protect  our  public  lands. 

And  our  cooperative  efforts  still  go  fur¬ 
ther.  Just  this  summer  the  EPA  and  key 
environmental  groups  and  the  petroleum 
industry  reached  an  extraordinary  agree¬ 
ment  on  reformulated  gasoline,  another 
giant  step  toward  cleaner  air  and  another 
step  toward  improving  visibility  right  here 
at  the  Grand  Canyon. 

Recent  world  events  make  it  clear  that 
free  markets  and  economic  growth  provide 
the  firmest  foundations  for  effective  envi¬ 
ronmental  stewardship.  People  tend  to 
forget  that  environmental  stewardship  is  a 
high-tech  business  and  it  requires  great  in¬ 
genuity  and  insight.  Science  and  technology 
give  us  tools  for  cleaning  up  our  environ¬ 
ment  and  keeping  it  clean.  They  help  us 
identify  our  problems  precisely  and  develop 
efficient  solutions.  Our  genius  will  open  up 
new  frontiers  of  clean  energy:  nuclear 
power,  solar  power,  geothermal  power,  and 
others  that  exist  only  in  the  imagination  of 
our  dreamers  and  innovators. 

It’s  no  surprise  that  the  poorest  nations, 
those  not  blessed  with  prosperous,  growing 
economies,  suffer  the  worst,  most  sweeping 
environmental  degradation.  It’s  also  natural 
that  nations  weighed  down  by  these  cen- 
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trally  planned  economies,  nations  that  don’t 
enjoy  free  markets,  would  experience  hor¬ 
rendous  pollution.  Take  a  look  at  Eastern 
Europe.  Or  as  we  get  a  bigger  window  into 
the  Soviet  Union,  take  a  hard  look  at  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  whole  former  Socialist 
world:  Clean  air  and  water  have  been  more 
scarce  than  consumer  goods. 

And  in  contrast,  our  economic  expansion 
of  the  eighties  was  accompanied  by  an  un¬ 
precedented  improvement  in  air  quality. 
Here’s  some  figures.  I  don’t  want  to  bore 
you  with  statistics,  but  here  are  some  EPA 
figures:  Sulphur  dioxide  levels  fell  24  per¬ 
cent  in  the  eighties,  carbon  monoxide  levels 
dropped  25  percent,  suspended  particulate 
emissions  decreased  15  percent,  and  we 
had  87  percent  less  lead  in  our  air  at  the 
decade’s  end  than  we  did  in  1980.  And  I 
promise  you,  we  must  and  we  will  do  even 
better  in  the  nineties.  Today’s  agreement 
represents  a  good  start.  And  it  will  reduce 
sulfur  dioxide  emissions  from  the  Navajo 
generating  plant  by  90  percent. 

And  in  years  to  come,  we  will  face  tough¬ 
er  challenges,  and  our  administration  has 
taken  steps  to  meet  them.  We’ve  devoted 
significant  resources  to  gathering  crucial 
data  about  global  warming,  deforestation, 
ozone  depletion,  and  the  polar  icecaps,  all 
elements  of  global  change.  And  we’ve 
begun  using  satellites  to  develop  subtle,  so¬ 
phisticated,  and  useful  models  for  studying 
our  planet,  for  determining  just  what  prob¬ 
lems  exist,  and  suggesting  ways  in  which  we 
can  address  them.  And  that  is  the  key  to 
sensible  solutions. 

The  space  shuttle  Discovery  just  this 
week,  just  back,  placed  in  orbit  a  satellite 
that  will  measure  ozone  depletion.  This 
launch  got  our  Mission  to  Planet  Earth  off 
the  ground,  so  to  speak.  And  the  National 
Space  Council,  chaired  by  the  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  has  pushed  for  ways  to  get  space- 
based  environmental  research  going  now, 
not  10  years  from  now,  so  we  won’t  have  to 
wait  for  these  answers. 

We  want  to  use  science  to  help  us  solve 
our  chief  environmental  problems.  And  Bill 
Reilly  put  it  best  in  a  recent  newspaper 
piece  that  he  wrote:  “The  environmental 
debate  has  long  suffered  from  too  little  sci¬ 
ence.  There  has  been  plenty  of  emotion 
and  politics,  but  scientific  data  have  not 


always  been  featured  prominently  in  envi¬ 
ronmental  efforts  and  have  sometimes  been 
ignored  even  when  available.”  That  was  his 
quote,  and  I  believe  he  is  100  percent  on 
target.  Good  science  hastens  our  progress 
toward  a  cleaner  environment,  and  we 
ought  to  use  it  to  our  best  advantage. 

But  we  also  must  put  our  money  where 
our  mouth  is.  And  in  this  year’s  budget 
alone,  I  asked  for  nearly  $1  billion  for  ac¬ 
quiring  park  land,  protecting  wetland  and 
endangered  species,  and  enhancing  recrea¬ 
tion.  But  Congress  has  tentatively  cut  this 
budget  by  more  than  $200  million.  And 
today  I’d  like  to  call  on  the  United  States 
Congress  to  join  me  in  a  crusade  to  pre¬ 
serve  America’s  outdoors.  On  this  year,  the 
75th  anniversary  of  our  Park  Service,  politi¬ 
cians  shouldn’t  fund  special  interest  projects 
at  the  expense  of  such  national  treasures  as 
the  Grand  Canyon.  But  after  we  talk  about 
toxins  and  taxes,  expenditures  and  innova¬ 
tions,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  stop  and 
remember  just  why  we’re  here:  We  care. 

Dave  Beal,  for  many  years  the  Chief  Nat¬ 
uralist  of  the  Grand  Canyon  National  Park, 
has  offered  us  all  some  simple  advice:  “Go 
out  along  the  Canyon  rim  alone  to  watch 
dark  shadows  climb  the  colored  walls  as  the 
sun  drops  to  the  horizon.  Think  about  the 
eons  of  time  represented  by  rock  forma¬ 
tions  exposed  to  your  view  and  the  fossil 
record  of  life  through  the  ages.  Feel  the 
bite  of  the  wind  on  your  cheeks,  and  listen 
for  the  sound  of  distant  rapids  on  the  river 
far  below.  And  finally,  dwell  for  just  a 
moment  on  thoughts  about  yourself  and  the 
role  you  play  on  this  Earth.”  Real,  philo¬ 
sophical,  practical,  wonderful  words. 

A  wise  environmental  policy  enriches  ev¬ 
eryone.  And  that’s  what  so  many  of  you 
here  today  have  done.  You’ve  enriched  the 
American  people  with  your  coming  at  it 
from  a  cooperative  side  of  business,  wheth¬ 
er  you’ve  dedicated  your  life  to  the  envi¬ 
ronment  through  one  of  these  environmen¬ 
tal  organizations  represented  today  or 
whether  you’re  part  of  the  marvelous 
public  servants  that  serve  the  parks  of  this 
country.  This  park  and  this  Nation  and  cer¬ 
tainly  this  President  owe  all  of  you  a  great 
debt  of  thanks.  And  thank  you  all. 

And  now,  I’d  like  to  ask  the  representa- 
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tives  of  the  Grand  Canyon  Trust,  the  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Defense  Fund,  the  Salt  River 
Project,  and  the  Arizona  Public  Service 
Company  to  witness  Bill  signing  this  historic 
agreement.  And  isn’t  this  a  fitting,  wonder¬ 
ful  time  to  say,  may  God  bless  the  United 


States  of  America.  Thank  you  very,  very 
much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:50  a.m.  Prior 
to  his  remarks ,  he  received  a  briefing  on  the 
Grand  Canyon  National  Park. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  at  the  Grand  Canyon,  Arizona,  on  the 
Situation  in  Iraq 
September  18,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  on  Iraq  just  for  a 
second,  are  you  thinking  about  a  deadline? 

The  President  On  the  campaign? 

Q.  No,  for  Saddam  Hussein. 

The  President  No,  no,  there’s  no  dead¬ 
line,  but  I’m  thinking  about  seeing  the  will 
of  the  international  community  complied 
with.  And  it’s  so  clear  what  he  has  to  do.  So, 
we’re  just  doing  what’s  right  here.  And 
there’s  no  threats;  there’s  just  determina¬ 
tion,  that’s  all  there  is,  firm  determination 
that  he  will  comply  to  the  letter  of  the  U.N. 
resolutions. 

And  it’s  not  just  the  United  States;  a  lot  of 
other  countries  feel  this  way,  too. 

Q.  Do  you  foresee  a  situation  where  con¬ 
flict  resumes? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  Saddam 
wants  any  of  that.  I  don’t  think  he  does.  I’m 
confident  he  doesn’t,  absolutely  confident. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  international  com¬ 
munity  will  be  with  you,  though - 

The  President  Yes. 

q  - if  you  decided  to  take  action 

again? 

The  President  Well,  it  depends  what 
“action”  is,  but  yes,  I’m  confident - 

Q.  Military  action? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  confident  that 
the  international  community  will  be  with  us 
in  whatever  is  done.  But  there’s  no— we’re 
not  in  a  threatening  mode  here.  This  isn’t 
what  this  is  all  about.  So - 

Q.  Have  you  been  talking  to  people, 
France,  Germany,  the  British? 

The  President  There  have  been  some 
contacts.  I  personally  have — I  don’t  want  to 
say  haven’t — I  have  had  what  I  would  call 
limited  contact  on  that  with  foreign  leaders 


so  far.  But  it’s  not — no,  but  it’s  not  all — 
we’re  not  into  this  kind  of  emergency  mode 
here. 

Brent,  did  you  discuss  the  statement  that 
the  Pentagon  is  going  to  be  putting  out  on 
that? 

Mr.  Scowcroft.  No,  I  have  not.  In  general, 
the  statement  is  going  to  be  that  there  is 
military  planning  going  along,  and  it  seems 
to  be  to  our  demands  that  Saddam  Hussein 
permit  U.N.  helicopters  to  fly  on  their  in¬ 
spection  trips.  And  there’s  been  no  execute 
order,  and  if  you  will  comply  with  the  U.N. 
resolutions  there  won’t  need  to  be  an  exe¬ 
cute  order.  But  it’s  an  escort  mission.  And 
in  addition,  the  Saudi  Government  has 
asked  for  the  deployment  of - 

The  President.  Patriot - 

Mr.  Scowcroft  - - of  some  Patriot,  and 

we’re  going  to  accede  to  that  request. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  escort  mission? 

Mr.  Scowcroft  Well,  you  send — the  U.N. 
helicopters  have  a  right  under,  I  think,  U.N. 
Resolution,  I  think  it’s  707. 

The  President  It’s  688,  isn’t  it? 

Mr.  Scowcroft  It’s  689  and  707,  to  fly 
anywhere  they  want  in  Iraq.  The  Iraqis 
have  said  originally,  no,  they  couldn’t,  they 
had  to  use  Iraqi  helicopters.  Now  they’ve 
said,  well,  they  can,  but  they’ve  put  some 
conditions  on  it.  Now,  if  the  U.N.  helicop¬ 
ters  fly  there  in  a  nonpermissive  environ¬ 
ment,  then  they  need  some  kind  of  protec¬ 
tion.  And  that’s  what  it  is  we’re  talking 
about. 

The  President  I  don’t  believe  it  will  come 
to  that,  and  I  don’t  think  you  do,  and  I 
don’t  think  the  Defense  Department  does. 
So,  this  is  what  we  would  call  prudent  plan- 
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ning. 

Q.  So,  you’re  saying  that  the  planes  are 
not  necessarily  going  to  begin  the  escort 
mission  unless  needed? 

Mr.  Scowcroft.  No,  that’s  right.  This 
whole  thing  is  precautionary,  incident  to 
this  dispute  over  the  use  of  U.N.  helicop¬ 
ters. 

Q.  Well,  why  would  the  Saudis  ask  for 
military - 

The  President  I  think  it’s  a  safeguard.  I 
mean,  they  just  don’t  want  to  feel  threat¬ 
ened. 

Mr.  Scowcroft.  They  don’t  want  to  be - 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  they  feel 
threatened  now. 

Mr.  Scowcroft  They  feel  uneasy,  they  feel 
exposed,  and  they - 

The  President  Their  civilian  populace  was 
pummeled  by  this  reckless  man,  and  they 
just  don’t  need  to  go  through  it  anymore. 
But  that’s  quite  different  than  the  story  that 
came  out  this  morning.  I’ll  say  no  more 
about  that  one,  but  just  take  your  guidance 
from  what  General  Scowcroft  said  and  what 
the  Pentagon  will  be  saying  or  maybe  has 
said  by  now  and  what  I’ve  just  told  you 
here.  That’s  what  it  is.  If  somebody  tried  to 
make  more  out  of  it,  they’re  making  a  big 
mistake;  they’re  doing  something  that  is 
wrong. 

Q.  It’s  not  an  effort  to  finish  the  job,  Mr. 
President? 

The  President  Well,  we  finished  the  job 
in  compliance  with  the  United  Nations  reso¬ 
lutions,  which  was  to  set  back  the  aggressor, 
get  him  out  of  Kuwait.  That  was  the  job. 
And  that  was  finished.  Now,  if  there’s  some¬ 
thing  starting  up  again,  there’s  another  part 
of — I  might  have  to  take  that  back  a  little, 
Ellen  [Ellen  Warren,  Knight-Ridder  News¬ 
papers],  because  there’s  another  part  of  the 
job.  The  original  part  of  the  job  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  aggression.  That  was  done, 
and  done  with  total  finality,  and  done  beau¬ 
tifully. 

Now  there’s  some  other  United  Nations 


resolutions  that  have  not  been  complied 
with.  One  of  them  has  to  do  with  his  trying 
to  go  forward  with  or  trying  to  conceal  any 
weaponry  that  comes  under  the  resolutions. 
And  so,  the  job  is  unfinished  in  this  sense, 
that  we  are  going  to  do  our  part,  along  with 
other  countries,  to  see  that  he  does  comply 
with  these  resolutions. 

So,  maybe  I  answered  a  little  too  quickly 
in  the  beginning. 

Q.  But  no  more  military  action? 

The  President.  Only  what  General  Scow¬ 
croft  has  referred  to,  and  I  don’t  think  it 
will  come  to  that.  I  think  the  man  will  see 
that  we  are  very  serious  about  this,  and  he 
will  do  what  he  should  have  done  in  the 
first  place,  disclose  and  comply. 

Q.  Aren’t  you  getting  a  little  fed-up  with 
him?  I  mean,  he - 

The  President.  Oh,  yes,  I’m  plenty  fed-up. 
I’m  plenty  fed-up  with  him. 

Q.  Why  are  the  Saudis  threatened? 

Q.  I  mean,  this  isn’t  the  first  time - 

The  President.  No. 

q  - that  y0u  had  to  remind  him  that 

he’s  not  complying  with  them. 

The  President  That’s  right.  He’s  a  very 
difficult  fellow,  as  we’ve  all  seen.  Very  diffi¬ 
cult.  But  we  intend  to  see  that  these  resolu¬ 
tions  are  complied  with.  He’s  not  going  to 
question  our  resolve  on  this.  I  mean,  he 
may  be  testing  and  probing  here  and  there, 
but  he  knows  better  than  to  take  on  the 
United  States  of  America  in  this  regard. 

So,  there’s  no  point  threatening.  We  just 
do  a  couple  of  things  and  then  make  certain 
demands,  and  we  think  they’ll  be  complied 
with. 

Thank  you  very  much.  Now  if  you’ll  get 
off  my  pet  rock  here — [ laughter ] — I’ve  got 
to  get  on. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  in  the  morning 
while  the  President  was  hiking  on  the 
Kaibab  Trail  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  Iraq 
September  18,  1991 


Under  U.N.  Security  Council  Resolutions 
687  and  707,  Iraq  is  obligated  to  eliminate 
its  weapons  of  mass  destruction  and  its  bal¬ 
listic  missile  capabilities.  Iraq  is  also  re¬ 
quired  to  permit  U.N.  Special  Commission 
and  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 
inspection  teams  to  verify  Iraqi  compliance. 

In  order  to  fulfill  its  inspection  responsi¬ 
bilities,  the  U.N.  Special  Commission  needs 
to  be  able  to  use  its  helicopters  and  other 
aircraft  over  Iraq.  Iraq  has  refused  to  allow 
U.N.  helicopters  to  operate  unimpeded  in 
Iraq.  This  is  a  clear  violation  of  U.N.  Securi¬ 
ty  Council  Resolution  707,  which  permits 
the  use  of  helicopters  without  condition. 
The  United  States  and  other  members  of 
the  U.N.  Security  Council  have  therefore 
been  discussing  the  most  appropriate  means 
to  continue  inspections  in  Iraq. 

Consistent  with  those  discussions,  military 
planners  have  examined  options  to  provide 
helicopters  and  support  necessary  to  contin¬ 


ue  U.N.  inspections.  But  there  has  been  no 
decision  to  deploy  these  U.S.  forces,  nor  will 
such  a  decision  be  required  if  Iraq  complies 
with  the  provisions  of  U.N.  Resolutions  687 
and  707. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Government  of 
Saudi  Arabia  has  requested  deployment  of 
U.S.  Patriot  units  to  the  Kingdom  as  a  de¬ 
terrent  against  the  continuing  Iraqi  missile 
threat.  The  United  States  has  granted  the 
request  for  this  purely  defensive  system  in 
light  of  the  current  Iraqi  threat  and  contin¬ 
ued  Iraqi  noncompliance  with  U.N.  Security 
Council  resolutions. 

Iraq  continues  to  employ  concealment 
and  deception  to  evade  U.N.  Special  Com¬ 
mission  inspection  teams  and  thus  to  pre¬ 
serve  a  residual  capability  to  produce  and 
deploy  these  weapons  illegally.  We  believe 
Iraq  still  possesses  several  hundred  Scud 
missiles  of  the  type  used  against  Saudi 
Arabia  during  the  Gulf  war. 


Remarks  Upon  Arrival  in  Salt  Lake 
September  18,  1991 

Thank  you  very,  very  much.  Governor, 
thank  you  so  much.  I  don’t  know  how  you 
feel  about  it,  but  every  time  I  climb  on  that 
airplane  I  get  a  tremendous  thrill  about 
seeing  it  as  a  symbol,  a  symbol  of  the 
United  States  of  America  as  we  travel 
around  the  world.  I  hope  you  felt  the  same 
way  when  you  saw  that  thing  taxi  up  here. 

I  keep  hearing  and  reading  about  the 
amount  of  time  traveling  I  do,  but  I’ll  tell 
you  something:  I  don’t  spend  near  as  much 
time  going  through  the  air  as  Ty  Detmer 
does.  [Laughter] 

Let  me  salute  the  Governor,  my  friend, 
and  thank  him  for  this — Governor  Ban- 
gerter  and  his  Lieutenant  Governor,  Val 
Oveson.  And  of  course,  our  Members  of 
Congress  that  are  with  us:  Congressman 
Hansen  over  here  and,  of  course,  our  two 
nationally  famous,  wonderful  Senators,  Jake 


City,  Utah 


Garn  and  Orrin  Hatch.  What  a  job  all  three 
of  these  are  doing  for  your  State  back  in 
Washington,  DC. 

You  know,  a  serious  note,  one  thing  that 
does  constantly  impress  me  is  the  sheer 
greatness  of  the  United  States  as  I  travel  in 
this  plane  around  the  world.  We’ve  wit¬ 
nessed  staggering  changes  recently,  positive 
changes  for  the  most  part.  And  we  ought  to 
be  very,  very  proud  that  it  was  our  country, 
the  United  States  of  America,  that  has  led 
the  global  revolution  towards  democracy, 
free  enterprise,  and  yes,  human  rights. 

And  everywhere  you  go,  it  doesn’t  matter 
if  it’s  Africa  or  the  Soviet  Union  or  Eastern 
Europe  or  what  used  to  be  called  the  Re¬ 
publics  and  now  are  free  States  in  the  Baltic 
States,  people  look  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  It’s  your  country  and  mine  that 
they  look  to  for  their  freedom. 
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And  I  wish  I  were  this  guy’s  age  right 
here — the  two  flagmen.  You  can’t  see  them. 
How  old  are  you?  He’s  6,  this  guy  is  6;  I 
wish  I  were  6  years  old  and  could  think  of 
the  wonderful  life  that  lies  ahead  as  you  see 
this  world  moving  towards  democracy  and 
freedom.  I  believe  that  the  things  that  have 
happened  in  the  world  just  in  the  last  few 
months  guarantee  that  this  guy  won’t  have 
to  be  looking  over  his  shoulder  worrying 
about  nuclear  weapons.  All  he  can  do  is 
think  about  having  a  good  and  strong  and 
prosperous  life  in  the  great  United  States  of 
America. 

We  still  marvel  at  the  courage  of  Utah’s 
settlers  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  Norm 
touched  on  it,  harnessing  faith  and  muscle 
and  technological  ingenuity  to  build  a  civili¬ 
zation  and  make  the  desert  bloom.  Well, 
today  Utah  takes  its  brave  place  in  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  special  mission  in  the  world,  affirmed 
once  again  by  the  heroic  service  of  the 
State’s  sons  and  daughters  in  Operation 
Desert  Storm. 

I  might  say,  two  sons  of  Utah  came  out 
with  me  on  this  airplane.  From  Provo  is 
Roger  Porter  over  here,  one  of  our  top  as¬ 
sistants  in  the  White  House.  And  next  to 
him,  General  Brent  Scowcroft,  who  was  at 
my  side  during  Operation  Desert  Storm. 
He’s  the  head  of  our  National  Security 
Council.  So,  we  brought  two  Utahns  back 
home  today. 

But  it’s  not  all  national  security.  Utah  is  a 
leader  in  involving  parents  and  families  in 
education.  And  it’s  a  leader  in  the  results 
we  are  seeing  through  America  2000’s  edu¬ 
cation  strategy.  And  among  many  of  your 
impressive  achievements  is  your  first  place 
ranking  among  all  the  States  in  the  percent¬ 
age  of  high  school  grads  passing  the  Ad¬ 
vanced  Placement  exams.  You  should  be 
very,  very  proud  of  that. 

And  I  think  you’ve  proved,  and  your  Sen¬ 
ators  and  this  Congressman  keep  reminding 
me  of  this,  that  Utah  proves  that  a  tax-and- 
spend  is  not  the  formula  for  quality  educa¬ 
tion.  Actually  you  spend  less  per  pupil  and 
receive  less  Federal  aid  per  pupil  than  any 
other  State.  But  you  promote  the  values  of 
hard  work,  and  that  equips  students  with 
the  knowledge  and  the  skills  necessary  to 
adapt  to  changing  times  and  conditions  and 
helps  them  develop  those  abilities,  inciden¬ 


tally,  that  they’ll  need  to  compete  in  the 
international  economy  of  the  21st  century. 

Your  economy  is  growing.  It’s  vibrant. 
You’re  creating  jobs.  You’re  showing  what  a 
dedicated,  skilled  work  force  can  produce. 
And  your  workers  are  recognized  across  the 
country  as  efficient  and  as  innovative.  You 
bring  entrepreneurship  and  hard  work  to¬ 
gether  in  an  inspiring  formula  for  success. 

I  might  also  say  that  you  shine  with  the 
achievements  of  volunteers.  The  propensity 
of  one  American  to  help  another  is  volunta¬ 
rism.  We  call  it  Points  of  Light.  And  I’m 
honored  to  greet,  in  a  minute,  George  Sim¬ 
mons,  Marykaren  Harward,  Lucille  Isakson, 
representatives  of  the  Bridgerland  Literacy 
Program  and  the  Salt  Lake  City  Communi¬ 
ty  Shelter  and  Resource  Center.  They  are 
the  true  heroes,  joined  by  many  of  you,  the 
true  heroes  of  community  service. 

From  here  I’ll  be  going  down  to  see  one 
that’s  a  favorite  of  Jake  Garn’s.  I’m  going  to 
the  Primary  Children’s  Medical  Center  to 
celebrate  their  new  expansion.  And  there 
I’ll  announce  a  key  new  feature  of  our 
Healthy  Start  initiative  to  improve  the 
health  of  babies.  And  I’ll  announce  help  for 
15  communities  that  face  a  problem  Utah 
does  not  suffer:  high  infant  mortality  rates. 
We  will  stress  good  prenatal  care  including 
healthy  lifestyles  for  expectant  mothers. 
And  we  will  point  to  the  communities  such 
as  yours  where  the  public  works  to  ensure 
that  babies  are  born  healthy. 

It  is  a  great  treat  for  me  to  be  here.  I 
have  only  one  regret,  and  that  is  that  Bar¬ 
bara  Bush  didn’t  climb  down  those  stairs 
with  me  today.  She  would  have  loved  this, 
believe  me.  I  can  tell  I’ll  have  a  good  visit. 
It’ll  be  short. 

In  Utah,  people  live  by  the  code  that  suc¬ 
cess  in  life  must  include  serving  others.  And 
you  understand  something  that  I  wish  ev¬ 
eryone  around  our  country  did.  You  under¬ 
stand  that  we  are  a  nation  of  family.  And  I 
can  see  this  in  the  values  that  your  State 
reflects,  your  good  schools,  your  respect  for 
God’s  creation. 

And  again,  thank  you  for  this  warm, 
warm  welcome.  And  may  God  bless  the 
people  of  Salt  Lake  City,  the  great  State  of 
Utah,  and  of  our  United  States  of  America. 
Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 
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Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:04  p.m.  on 
the  tarmac  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport  In  his  remarks,  he  referred 
to  Gov.  Norman  H.  Bangerter  and  Lt.  Gov. 


W.  Val  Oveson  of  Utah;  and  Ty  Detmer, 
quarterback  of  the  Brigham  Young  Univer¬ 
sity  football  team. 


Remarks  to  the  Staff  of  the  Primary  Children’s  Medical  Center  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
September  18,  1991 


Thank  you  very,  very  much.  Thank  you 
for  that  warm  welcome.  And  let  me  just  say 
how  pleased  I  am  to  see  Secretary  Sullivan 
here  today,  to  be  with  him.  He’s  doing  a 
superb  job  at  HHS.  He’s  just  back  from  a 
trip,  significant  trip  to  Africa  with  the  Vice 
President,  was  in  Colorado  yesterday.  And 
when  jet  lag  catches  up  with  this  guy,  he’s 
going  to  go  like  that,  I  think.  [Laughter] 
But  nevertheless,  Lou,  we’re  glad  you’re 
here. 

And  may  I  salute,  of  course,  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  who  greeted  us  so  kindly,  and  the  Con¬ 
gressman,  Congressman  Hansen,  and  our 
two  great  Senators,  Orrin  Hatch  and  Jake 
Garn,  who  were  earlier  on,  and  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  of  the  State.  And  also  I 
want  to  single  out  another  man  to  whom 
Barbara  and  I  still  feel  very  close,  the 
former  Secretary  of  Education,  Ted  Bell,  I 
see  sitting  over  here.  And  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  center  chairman  here;  and  to  Dave 
Salisbury,  who  gave  us  that  fascinating  his¬ 
tory  of  how  all  this  came  about,  the  chair¬ 
man  here;  Mr.  Parker,  the  CEO;  and  Dr. 
Simmons,  the  medical  director  of  Primary 
Children’s  Medical  Center;  I  want  to  par¬ 
ticularly  salute  all  of  them.  And  to  ladies 
and  gentlemen  and  kids  over  here,  it’s  a 
pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  today.  And  I 
really  have  enjoyed  this  brief  but  most  in¬ 
formative  tour  of  this  magnificent  facility. 

An  old  adage  counsels,  live  and  let  live. 
This  adage  says,  live  and  let  live.  Well,  this 
facility  helps  give  life  to  kids.  It’s  a  state-of- 
the-art  pediatric  care  center.  It  also  towers 
as  a  monument  to  America’s  volunteer 
spirit.  For  many  years,  the  children  of  this 
area,  the  Intermountain  area,  supported 
Primary  Children’s  with  pennies,  nickels, 
and  dimes  given  on  their  birthdays.  This 


selfless  spirit  of  charity  continues  today  with 
the  giving  of  your  time  and  of  yourselves.  I 
think  of  and  salute  hundreds  of  volunteers 
who  donate  more  than  a  quarter  million 
hours  a  year  to  children  and  those  commu¬ 
nity  representatives  serving  without  pay  as 
members  of  the  governing  board  of  the  hos¬ 
pital. 

I  think,  too,  of  your  staff  and  physicians,  a 
handful  of  whom  I  just  met,  one  of  whom, 
Dr.  Floyd  Seager,  we  have  honored  nation¬ 
ally  as  a  daily  Point  of  Light.  He’s  sitting 
right  over  here.  That’s  talking  about  volun¬ 
tarism  at  its  finest.  That  same  generosity  of 
his  moved  thousands  of  area  residents,  that 
volunteer  spirit,  to  help  build  this  facility. 
All  helped  Intermountain  Health  Care  win 
the  health  care  industry’s  highest  honor  for 
quality,  the  Healthcare  Forum  Witt  Award. 

On  my  tour  of  the  hospital,  we  started  by 
visiting  the  rehab  unit.  And  then  I  saw 
many  sick  kids  who  have  won  their  first 
battle,  the  battle  for  life,  and  are  now  fight¬ 
ing  a  second  battle,  and  that’s  the  battle  for 
recovery.  These  kids  really  depend  on  your 
trust  and  your  affection  and  your  caring. 
And  you,  in  response,  fulfill  the  old  Bible 
verse:  “We  were  gentle  among  you,  like  a 
nurse  taking  care  of  her  children.” 

Nowhere  is  this  more  important  than  in 
reducing  infant  mortality  rates.  We  must 
reverse  the  factors  that  cause  preventable 
infant  deaths.  That’s  why  I’ve  personally 
made  what  we  call  the  Healthy  Start  pro¬ 
gram  a  Presidential  initiative  and  a  top  na¬ 
tional  priority.  It’s  also  why  I’m  pleased, 
with  Dr.  Sullivan,  to  award  Healthy  Start 
program  grants  today  to  15  communities 
that  have  shown  urgent  need,  have  devel¬ 
oped  excellent  plans  for  addressing  those 
needs,  and  have  organized  communitywide 
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efforts  to  achieve  results. 

I  asked  the  Congress  for  $57  million  this 
year  to  help  curb  infant  mortality;  Congress 
appropriated  only  $25  million.  We  will  use 
it  as  best  we  can;  between  $1  million  to  $2 
million  will  go  to  each  of  these  15  commu¬ 
nities.  I  am  pleased  that  the  Healthy  Start 
program  can  begin  immediately,  but  Con¬ 
gress  must  appropriate  more  money  for  this 
initiative  next  year.  Together,  let’s  show 
how  America’s  most  precious  resource  is 
America’s  ability  to  care. 

In  that  spirit,  let  me  close  these  brief  re¬ 
marks  with  a  story  about  one  of  Barbara 
Bush’s  predecessors,  a  First  Lady,  in  my 
view,  a  great  First  Lady,  Pat  Nixon.  And 
once  she  toured  a  medical  center  and 
stopped  to  embrace  a  little  girl  blinded  by 
rubella.  For  a  few  minutes,  she  talked  to 
the  girl  and  held  her  close.  And  then  later, 
someone  came  over  and  told  her  that  the 
child  was  deaf,  as  well  as  blind.  Pat  an¬ 
swered  that  she’d  known  that.  “But  she 
knows  what  love  is,”  Mrs.  Nixon  said.  “She 


can  feel  love.” 

Well,  at  Primary  Children’s,  you  feel  that 
the  minute  you  walk  in  here.  Kids  feel  love 
every  day  of  their  lives.  For  that,  we  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  everyone  here  who 
helps.  I  know  you  will  remain,  I’m  confi¬ 
dent  that  you  will  remain  one  of  the  finest 
pediatric  care  centers  in  the  entire  world. 

It  has  been  so  inspirational  to  be  with 
you.  Congratulations,  and  best  wishes  to  all 
of  you,  and  best  wishes  especially  to  all  of 
you.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:30  p.m .  at 
the  center.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to 
Arthur  S.  Anderson,  chairman  of  the  cen¬ 
ter’s  board  of  trustees;  David  Earl  Salis¬ 
bury. ,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  Scott  Smith  Parker,  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cer,  Intermountain  Health  Care;  and  Mi¬ 
chael  Anthony  Simmons,  medical  director 
of  the  center.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
the  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah 
September  18,  1991 


Thank  you  very,  very  much.  Please  be 
seated.  And  Norm,  thank  you,  sir,  not  only 
for  that  warm  welcome  but  to  you  and  Col¬ 
leen  for  your  hospitality  ever  since  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  magnificent  airport  rally  out 
there.  We  felt  the  warmth  of  your  hospital¬ 
ity,  and  I’m  grateful  to  you.  And  don’t 
apologize  for  this  podium.  Remember  how 
the  Queen  of  England  did  with  the  same 
podium — all  you  could  see  was  her  hat,  so 
you  came  off  pretty  well  compared  to  her. 
[Laughter] 

I  want  to  welcome  also,  as  Norm  gener¬ 
ously  did,  Sam  Skinner,  who  is  our  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Transportation.  And  once  in  a  while 
the  Democrats  make  a  charge:  no  domestic 
agenda.  And  if  they  would  only  listen  to  our 
Secretary  of  Transportation,  we  would  have 
had  in  place  a  fantastic  new  transportation 
program,  in  place  and  operating.  But  we’re 
fighting  a  lot  of  old  thinking  in  Washington. 


I’m  convinced  Sam  is  going  to  prevail,  and 
he’s  doing  a  first-class  job  for  transportation 
in  this  country.  And  I’m  glad  he’s  with  us. 

And  let  me  salute,  as  warmly  as  I  can, 
your  two  Senators.  We  don’t  control  the 
United  States  Senate;  we’re  playing  defense 
a  lot  of  the  time.  You’ve  got  to  beat  back 
bad  ideas  before  you  can  get  good  ideas  to 
even  have  a  chance  with  the  makeup  and 
the  political  persuasion  that  controls  the 
Senate.  But  in  Jake  Garn  and  in  Orrin 
Hatch,  we  have  two  principled  people  who 
are  not  afraid  to  stand  up  against  the  cur¬ 
rent  and  who,  because  of  this  standing  they 
have  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle,  are  able 
from  time  to  time  to  get  noble  things  ac¬ 
complished.  And  I  am  grateful  to  both  of 
them.  I  depend  heavily  on  them  and  when 
it  comes  to  holding  the  line  up  there  in  the 
Senate  and  moving  forward  as  best  we  can. 
And  so  I  want  you  to  know  how  strongly  I 
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feel  about  the  Utah  representation  in  the 
Senate.  And  of  course,  Jim  Hansen  is  with 
us,  too,  tonight.  And  he’s  doing  a  first-class 
job  in  the  House.  So,  you’ve  got  good, 
strong  representation  in  Washington. 

I  salute  Governor  Ashcroft,  another  dear 
friend  that’s  got  his  responsibilities  now  in 
the  National  Governors’  Association  as  well 
as  doing  the  second-best  job  in  the  Nation 
according  to  Norm  running  his  State,  so — 
[ laughter ] — so,  John,  welcome  to  you  and 
Janet. 

And  ever  since  I’ve  gotten  here,  for  the 
party  types,  the  political  people  upon  whom 
we  all  are  going  to  depend  so  much  next 
year,  people  are  saying,  we’ve  got  the  great 
new  chairman,  a  party  chairman  in  the 
State  of  Utah.  And  you  do.  And  he  can’t 
throw  a  curve  ball  maybe  or  a  knuckle  ball 
like  Charlie  Hough,  but  Bruce  Hough  is 
doing  a  first-class  job.  And  I’m  glad  we  have 
this  young,  energetic  leader  heading  our 
party. 

I  want  to  salute  Jack  Roberts,  who’s  with 
us  tonight,  the  national  committeeman.  If  I 
might  be  permitted  a  personal  reminis¬ 
cence  of  sorts,  my  dad  served  in  the  Senate 
with  Senator  Wallace  Bennett.  And  they 
were  good,  close  friends.  And  Wallace  Ben¬ 
nett,  I  understand,  is  in  the  hospital,  and  I 
just  would  ask  that  his  son  and  others 
convey  to  him  not  only  my  respects  but  my 
affectionate  greetings  because  we  have 
great  warmth  of  feeling  in  the  Bush  family 
for  that  former  Senator  of  yours  who  did 
such  a  superb  job  nationally. 

Of  course,  Bonnie  Stevens,  to  whom  I 
owe  a  debt,  and  also  Delonne  Anderson  are 
here,  for  helping  back  in  1988,  chairing  the 
Bush-Quayle  effort  and  giving  me  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  be  President  at  this  fascinating 
time  in  history.  And  so,  I’ve  got  a  lot  of 
people  I’m  grateful  to  here  tonight.  It’s  a 
pleasure  to  be  here. 

When  you  first  came  up  with  your  State 
slogan,  “Utah:  A  Pretty,  Great  State,”  the 
mail  poured  into  the  White  House.  And  one 
guy  suggested  a  new  slogan  we  could  use: 
“Barbara  Bush:  A  Pretty,  Great  First  Lady.” 
[Laughter]  And  I  really  wish  that  she  were 
here,  but  I  know  that  when  we  see  the 
spirit  of  voluntarism  that  strengthens  the 
concept  of  family  in  this  State,  I  know  that 
she  wants  to  be  a  part.  I  know  that  she 


wants  to  help  and  do  her  best,  and  she  isn’t 
going  to  turn  her  back  on  politics  either.  So, 
invite  her  out,  and  be  careful  because  she’s 
apt  to  show  up.  But  I’m  sorry  she’s  not  with 
us  today. 

History  records  that  when  Brigham 
Young  first  stood  overlooking  the  Wasatch 
Front  and  saw  Salt  Lake,  he  uttered  the 
now-famous  words,  “This  is  the  place.”  And 
he  was  right,  this  is  the  place.  And  it  is,  as 
Norm  mentioned  in  his  opening  remarks, 
the  home  of  strong  family,  of  hard  work,  of 
good  education  and  good  health.  And  these 
values  have  built  a  community  like  none 
other  in  America.  And  they’re  values  that  I 
am  convinced,  in  spite  of  the  turmoil  in  the 
cities  or  the  consternation  caused  by  the 
use  of  narcotics,  I  am  convinced  that  they 
are  the  values  that  a  vast  majority  of  the 
American  people  share. 

Traditional  values  and  then  this  concept 
of  public  service,  they  have  been  the  hall¬ 
mark  of  the  Utah  Republican  Party.  Gover¬ 
nor  Bangerter  was  a  small  businessman  who 
has  given  nearly  20  years  of  elected  service 
to  the  people  of  this  State.  He’s  done  a 
fantastic  job  as  Governor,  and  I  think  some 
of  it  is  he  hasn’t  forgotten  the  grassroots. 
He  understands  where  he  came  from  to  be 
Governor  of  the  State  and  stays  in  touch. 
And  I  think  there’s  an  important  message  in 
that  for  all  politicians  including  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

In  Jake  Garn  you  had  a  war  veteran, 
space  explorer,  kidney  donor,  key  member 
of  our  Republican  team  in  the  Senate,  as  I 
mentioned.  And  he’s  now  leaving  the 
Senate  for  the  noblest  cause  of  all,  to  spend 
more  time  with  his  wonderful  family.  And 
we  will  miss  him  very  much  in  the  United 
States  Senate.  But  I  think  there’s  a  wonder¬ 
ful  example  he’s  setting  for  a  lot  of  us  in  his 
dedication  to  his  own  family  and  his  willing¬ 
ness  to  give  up  the  glamour  of  the  Senate  to 
return  to  these  values  that  mean  so  much  to 
him.  He’s  been  a  great  strength,  as  I  say. 

And  I’m  delighted  that  Orrin  is  out  here 
with  us.  He’s  been  in  Washington  standing 
by  a  man — and  doing  a  first-class  job  of  it — 
who  will  be  the  next  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Judge  Clarence  Thomas. 
And  he’s  done  a  first-class  job.  And  we  have 
a  first-class  nominee  for  the  Court.  I’m 
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grateful  to  you,  Orrin,  for  that. 

And  so,  you  have  good  leadership.  I  men¬ 
tioned  Jim  Hansen.  You  got  good  leadership 
who  have  made  this  Republican  Party  what 
it  is  today,  one  of  the  best  State  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  country.  But  in  order  to  achieve 
excellence  at  home  and  competitiveness 
abroad,  we  need  more  like  them  in  the 
House,  in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  statehouse. 
And  we  really  do  need  more  people  who 
think  as  they  do. 

I  was  elected  by  the  American  people, 
with  I  must  say  wonderful  support  from  this 
State,  to  perform  on  certain  things,  to  ac¬ 
complish  certain  things  in  certain  ways. 
And  the  great  frustration  has  been  that  be¬ 
cause  I  don’t  have  control  in  both  Houses  of 
the  Congress,  our  party,  as  I  said,  we  are 
playing  defense.  And  I  would  like  to  see 
that  change.  We  do  need  more  Republicans 
in  office,  and  I’m  going  to  do  my  level-best 
to  guarantee  we  get  more  Republicans  in 
office  next  year. 

There’s  something  remiss  when  you  can 
push  Iraq  out  of  Kuwait  but  we  can’t  push  a 
good  bill  out  of  the  United  States  Congress. 
And  here’s  how  Republicans  define  a  good 
bill:  not  by  dollars  spent  and  redtape  cre¬ 
ated  but  by  lives  enriched  and  families 
strengthened.  And  you  see,  I  think  there 
should  be  one  question  in  every  decision 
that  comes  before  a  President,  comes 
before  Members  of  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress.  And  it  should  be:  Does  this  strength¬ 
en  the  American  family?  Whether  it’s  in 
terms  of  keeping  Americans  on  the  job  or 
ensuring  that  they  live  in  a  safe,  clean  envi¬ 
ronment  or  guaranteeing  a  quality  educa¬ 
tion  for  our  kids,  we  must  do  absolutely 
everything  we  can  to  preserve  and 
strengthen  the  American  family. 

And  I  know  how  tough  it  is  to  be  a 
parent  these  days,  to  keep  a  family  togeth¬ 
er.  Although  I  will  confess  I  was  a  father 
who  raised  our  kids  using  those  three  magic 
words,  “Ask  your  mother.”  [Laughter]  But 
we  must  preserve  working  families.  And 
our  child  care  law  provides  low-income  par¬ 
ents  with  the  means  to  select  the  best  care 
for  their  children  because  parents  know 
best  what  kind  of  care  their  children  need. 
We  can’t  figure  that  out  in  a  bureau  or  a 
department  in  Washington,  DC. 

Parents  know  best,  and  that’s  what  choice 


is  all  about.  They  don’t  want  their  kids  in 
some  Federal  warehouse.  They  want  to 
have  the  option  of  having  relatives  look 
after  them  or  a  church  participate  or  a 
neighborhood  sitter.  And  we’re  the  party 
that  can  proudly  say  we  put  choice  into  the 
hands  of  parents  with  our  child  care  legisla¬ 
tion  that  these  Members  of  Congress  helped 
us  pass. 

And  now  we’re  fighting  for  choice  in  edu¬ 
cation.  We  want  choice  in  education  as 
well.  We  think  that  parents  and  students, 
not  the  bureaucrats,  should  choose  which 
school  is  best  for  them.  And  they’re  the 
ones  who  know  best.  Parents  are  a  child’s 
first  teacher.  Their  first  classroom  is  often 
the  kitchen  table.  And  we  want  to  help 
parents  do  the  best  they  can.  And  one  of 
our  national  education  goals  that  John  Ash¬ 
croft  and  Norm  help  set,  one  of  those  edu¬ 
cation  goals,  is  that  by  the  year  2000  every 
child  should  arrive  at  school  ready  to  learn. 
And  to  do  it,  we’re  proposing  increased 
funding  for  Head  Start  and  good  nutrition 
and  health  care  programs.  We’ve  got  to 
have  these  kids  ready  to  learn. 

So,  we  want  choice;  then  we  want  more 
opportunity  to  be  prepared  to  learn.  You 
might  say,  what  happened  to  our  education 
bill?  Well,  it’s  almost  like  the  Congress  has 
been  listening  to  that  favorite  group  of 
mine,  Alabama,  the  country  group:  “I  Ain’t 
Got  No  Business  Doing  Business  Today.” 
And  that’s  the  way  it  is.  And  we’ve  got 
some  very  good  education  programs  up 
there.  We’ve  got  a  great  Education  Secre¬ 
tary  under  Governor  Lamar  Alexander. 
And  we  are  fighting  against  big  odds  up 
there,  but  I  think  we’re  going  to  win  this 
one.  I  believe  we  are  going  to  get  a  good, 
sound  Federal  education  program,  not  to 
superimpose  itself  on  the  States  or  the  local¬ 
ities  but  to  supplement  what’s  done  best  at 
the  local  level.  And  that’s  the  philosophy 
behind  our  education  program. 

And  our  bill  has  been  gathering  some 
dust,  a  hostage,  in  some  case,  to  the  lobby, 
the  education  lobby.  The  teachers  unions 
oppose  some  of  what  we’re  trying  to  do. 
But  I’ll  say  it  again:  For  the  sake  of  our 
children  we  need  choice  in  education,  and 
therefore  we  need  choice  in  Congress.  And 
we  need  more  Republicans  who  think  as  we 
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do  to  try  to  get  the  job  done. 

We  must  strengthen  the  health  of  the 
American  family.  I  mentioned  that.  And 
earlier  today  it  was  very  moving  for  me 
when  I  visited  the  Primary  Children’s  Med¬ 
ical  Center  here  in  town  and  saw  that 
infant  ward.  I  don’t  know  how  many  of  you 
all  have  had  a  chance  to  visit  there.  It’s 
nothing  to  do  with  Republicans  or  Demo¬ 
crats;  it  has  to  do  with  love,  and  it  has  to  do 
with  caring.  And  for  me,  it  was  a  very  emo¬ 
tional  experience.  It’s  a  sad  fact:  We  can 
prevent  one-quarter  of  the  infant  deaths  in 
America  every  year.  And  to  ensure  that 
young  people  get  as  good  a  start  in  life  as 
possible,  we  have  proposed  increased  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  prevention  of  infant  mortality, 
to  improve  prenatal  care  and  nutrition  pro¬ 
grams  and  target  communities  with  the 
highest  infant  mortality  rates  and  educate 
would-be  parents. 

You  see,  it  isn’t  simply  enough  to  treat 
newborns.  Strong  families  mean  a  strong 
America.  As  Republicans,  we’re  fighting  to 
preserve  this  family  by  fostering  an  envi¬ 
ronment  in  which  working  parents  can 
make  ends  meet  and  can  raise  healthy  kids 
from  the  very,  very  beginning  and  can  send 
them  to  the  school  they  want,  ready  to 
learn.  We’re  a  nation  of  families.  And  here 
in  Utah,  I  have  this  feeling  that  you  under¬ 
stand  it,  you  understand  it  far  better  than 
most.  And  I  can  see  it  in  your  values,  in 
your  good  schools,  and  in  your  faith,  your 
respect  for  God’s  creation. 

In  fact,  let  me  put  it  in  the  words  of 
someone  who  says  it  best,  not  a  famous 
writer  or  singer,  a  20-year-old  from  here 
who  served  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  Mike  Aver- 
ett,  Jr.,  one  of  four  kids  in  his  family.  And 
he  said  of  Utah  Valley:  “I  would  do  any¬ 
thing  to  defend  this  place.  I  want  it  to  stay 
just  as  it  is.” 

And  I  want  that  for  a  lot  of  America,  too. 
Where  the  values  are  strong  and  the  schools 
are  good,  we  want  it  to  stay  as  it  is.  But 
there  are  many  that  don’t  have,  many  kids 
in  this  country  who  nobody  knows  their 
name,  nobody  cares  about  them,  where  the 


schools  are  lousy.  And  our  job  is  far  from 
unfulfilled. 

So,  I  salute  your  values.  I  hope  that  I  can 
find  a  way  to  strengthen  the  family  and 
these  fundamental  institutions  and  help 
strengthen  it  in  other  parts  of  this  great 
country  of  ours.  The  challenge  is  absolutely 
enormous.  And  the  reward  will  be  great. 

I  have  had  a  fantastic  day  out  here  on  the 
road.  It  is  good  for  the  soul,  and  I  think  I’ll 
be  a  better  President  for  getting  out  around 
this  great  country  of  ours.  I  feel  that  way 
every  time  I  go.  Today  we  started  at  the 
Grand  Canyon,  and  then  we  landed  to  be 
received  at  this  wonderful  nonpartisan  rally, 
then  the  hospital,  and  now  this  political 
dinner.  It’s  been  a  wonderful  outing.  And 
I’d  like  to  stay  here  for  dinner,  but  I  looked 
at  the  menu,  and  it  said  bouquette — my 
French  is  very  good — bouquette,  fresh  sea¬ 
sonal  vegetables.  And  I  thought  in  some 
subtle  way  that  meant  broccoli,  so  I  will 
only  tell  you — [laughter].  You  call  it  what 
you  want.  And  knowing  of  my  commitment 
to  choice  now,  I  hope  you’ll  excuse  me. 

But  it’s  been  a  great  day.  And  I  salute  the 
party  leaders  and  those  of  you  who  are  roll¬ 
ing  up  your  sleeves  and  getting  active  in 
the  political  process.  You  know,  it’s  fashion¬ 
able  to  knock  politics.  It’s  the  way  it  has 
been;  it’s  the  way  it  always  will  be.  But  God 
bless  those  people  that  are  willing  to  roll  up 
their  sleeves  and  get  involved,  whether  it’s 
helping  elect  good  people  or  whether  it’s 
serving  in  the  United  States  Congress  or  at 
the  local  level  or  being  a  great  Governor  of 
a  State. 

I’ve  enjoyed  being  here,  and  I  feel  refur¬ 
bished,  slightly  tired  but  refurbished  for 
being  around  such  wonderful  people. 
Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  6:50  p.m.  at 
the  Salt  Lake  City  Marriott  Hotel.  In  his 
remarks ,  he  referred  to  Gov.  Norman  H. 
Bangerter  of  Utah  and  his  wife,  Colleen, 
and  Gov.  John  Ashcroft  of  Missouri  and  his 
wife,  Janet. 
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Nomination  of  Kathleen  Day  Koch  To  Be  Special  Counsel  of  the 
Office  of  Special  Counsel 
September  18,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Kathleen  Day  Koch,  of 
Virginia,  to  be  Special  Counsel  of  the  Office 
of  Special  Counsel  for  the  term  of  5  years. 
She  would  succeed  Mary  F.  Wieseman. 

Since  1988  Ms.  Koch  has  served  as  Gener¬ 
al  Counsel  of  the  Federal  Labor  Relations 
Authority  in  Washington,  DC.  Ms.  Koch 
served  as  Associate  Counsel  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  at  the  White  House,  1987-1988,  and  as 


a  senior  attorney  in  the  Personnel  Law  Di¬ 
vision  at  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
1984-1987. 

Ms.  Koch  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Missouri  in  St.  Louis  (B.S.,  1971)  and  the 
University  of  Chicago  (J.D.,  1977).  She  was 
born  November  27,  1948,  in  St.  Louis,  MO. 
Ms.  Koch  has  three  children  and  resides  in 
Annandale,  VA. 


Statement  on  the  Resignation  of  J.R.  Thompson,  Jr.,  as  Deputy 
Administrator  of  the  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 
September  18,  1991 


I  have  today  regretfully  accepted  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  J.R.  Thompson,  Jr.,  as  Deputy 
Administrator  of  NASA. 

During  his  distinguished  25-year  career 
with  the  National  Aeronautics  and  Space 
Administration,  J.R.  has  proven  himself  a 
man  of  exemplary  dedication  and  vision.  He 
played  a  key  role  in  returning  the  shuttle 
safely  to  flight  and  restoring  the  integrity  of 
the  space  shuttle  program  following  the 
1986  Challenger  accident.  In  recent  years, 
he  has  been  at  the  forefront  of  setting  the 
course  for  the  Nation’s  space  program  for 
the  next  century. 

Throughout  his  career,  J.R.  has  had  tre¬ 


mendous  impact  on  our  Nation’s  space  pro¬ 
gram.  From  his  initial  efforts  at  improving 
propulsion  engineering,  to  managing  the 
Marshall  Space  Flight  Center,  to  his  most 
recent  and  notable  position,  J.R.  has  been  a 
leader  and  an  innovator.  He  has  rightfully 
earned  numerous  awards  for  his  efforts. 
Among  his  many  honors,  he  has  twice 
earned  the  Presidential  Rank  of  Meritorious 
Executive  and  this  year  received  the  John 
F.  Kennedy  Astronautics  Award  from  the 
American  Astronautical  Society. 

Barbara  joins  me  in  wishing  J.R.  and  his 
family  the  very  best  as  we  salute  his  proud 
service  to  a  grateful  Nation. 


Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Breakfast  for  Senator  Bob  Packwood  in 
Portland,  Oregon 
September  19,  1991 


Senator  Packwood,  thank  you  for  that 
warm  and  personal  introduction.  May  I 
salute  Bill  Packwood  down  here  on  the  end, 
lest  some  of  you  don’t  recognize  this  recent 
graduate  of  Penn  State  who  flew  out  with 
us  today.  I  was  just  delighted  to  see  him. 


Also  pleased  that  our  Secretary  of  Transpor¬ 
tation,  Sam  Skinner,  sitting  over  here,  is 
with  us.  And  he’s  doing  a  superb  job.  We’re 
going  off  to  Los  Angeles  right  after  this 
breakfast  to  do  a  little  more  on  the  trans¬ 
portation  front. 
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I  understand  that  Senator  Seymour  is 
here.  I  haven’t  seen  him,  but  Senator  Sey¬ 
mour  of  California  is  with  us.  John,  why 
don’t  you  stand  up  if  you  are  because  I’ve — 
well,  so  he’s  not.  Where  is  he?  Oh,  way 
back  there.  He’ll  be  flying  down  with  us  to 
his  State  of  California. 

And  may  I  salute  Craig  Berkman,  my 
friend  of  long,  long  standing,  who  the  Sena¬ 
tor  and  everyone  else  tells  me  is  doing  a 
superb  job  for  this  party.  And  Tim  Lee,  the 
event  chairman,  he’s  done  a  mighty  good 
job  also,  and  I  salute  him.  Don’t  let  him  rest 
up  too  much.  We’re  going  to  need  him  for 
more  of  these  events  before  this  is  over,  I’m 
sure. 

I  also  thank  the  band,  the  Wilson  High 
School  Band  over  there;  the  Waverly  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  who  led  the  Pledge  of  Alle¬ 
giance;  and  of  course,  the  choir  that  put 
great  life  into  our  complicated  but  wonder¬ 
fully  moving  national  anthem.  All  of  them 
did  a  first-class  job. 

Portland,  Oregon,  the  “City  of  Roses,” 
Portland  is  a  very  special  place.  But  I  was 
thinking  if  you  had  to  borrow  a  name  from 
the  State  of  Maine,  how  about  Kennebunk- 
port?  Nice  ring  to  it. 

But  let  me  say  it’s  been  an  amazing 
month  or  so  in  our  world.  I  focus  going 
back  to  Maine  this  summer  in  the  month  of 
August.  Before  Congress  went  on  recess,  a 
few  remnants  of  the  cold  war  remained 
intact.  By  the  time  it  had  returned,  that 
Congress  had  come  back,  a  coup  tried  to 
unseat  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  and  instead  of 
that,  the  coup  de  grace  was  given  to  com¬ 
munism  itself. 

And  I  couldn’t  help  note,  Reverend,  your 
special  appeal  about  the  Baltic  States.  It’s 
most  appropriate  as  these  countries,  once 
considered  satellites,  never  by  the  United 
States  but  considered  satellites  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  are  now  free,  independent  coun¬ 
tries,  their  flags  flying  at  the  United  Nations 
as  well  as  over  their  own  capitals.  And  that 
is  historic.  It’s  long  overdue.  And  I  take 
great  pleasure,  as  I  know  all  Americans  do, 
in  their  independence.  So,  I’m  pleased  you 
mentioned  them  in  your  fitting  and  lovely 
invocation. 

The  changes  in  the  world  are  indeed 
staggering  and,  for  the  most  part,  positive.  I 
am  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the 


United  States  of  America  that  is  leading  the 
way.  You  travel  abroad,  and  many  of  you 
have,  and  you  see  clearly  that  it  is  our  coun¬ 
try  which  is  out  front  helping  many  new 
fledgling  democracies  find  their  way  in 
Africa,  in  South  America,  and  Eastern 
Europe,  and  yes,  in  what  used  to  be  an  iron 
Marxist  state  called  the  Soviet  Union.  It  is 
mind-boggling  to  think  of  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  just  in  the  last  6  or  7 
weeks. 

We  have  an  unprecedented  opportunity 
to  build  a  new  era  of  peace  and  prosperity 
here  and  abroad,  to  build  a  new  world 
order  where  the  rule  of  law  prevails  over 
the  use  of  force.  None  of  these  changes 
would  have  taken  place  if  the  United  States 
had  not  remained  firmly  committed  to  the 
cause  of  freedom.  Over  the  years  we  stood 
firm.  And  in  this  year’s  tense  debates  about 
the  Gulf,  these  changes  couldn’t  have  taken 
place  if  Congress  hadn’t  authorized  the  use 
of  force  to  stop  a  brutal  dictator. 

Bob  Packwood  was  one  of  those  who, 
against  those  public  opinion  polls  of  the 
moment,  stood  with  me  in  that  historic 
debate.  And  that’s  just  one  reason,  one  of 
many,  that  I’m  happy  to  join  him  here 
today  because  he  is  a  force  for  positive  good 
on  Capitol  Hill. 

You  know  his  accomplishments  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee, 
where  he’s  now  the  ranking  Republican,  his 
influence  on  tax  reform  and  employee  ben¬ 
efits.  You  know  the  impact  he’s  had  on  free 
enterprise,  on  trade,  and  on  deregulation, 
especially  when  he  was  chairman  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Science,  and  Transportation  Com¬ 
mittee.  But  I  want  to  tell  you  this  and  tell 
you  urgently,  and  yes,  this  is  a  political 
gathering  to  honor  him,  but  you  must 
return  Bob  Packwood  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  His  23  years,  it  will  be  24  at  elec¬ 
tion  time,  of  seniority  make  him  a  solid 
leader  of  strength  and  experience.  So,  we 
need  him.  The  party  needs  him  as  a  spokes¬ 
man,  as  a  leader. 

And  Bob  effectively  works  behind  the 
scenes  sometimes  to  make  sure  that  our 
message  is  heard.  And  it’s  not  easy  when 
you’re  up  against  an  automatic  moving  ma¬ 
jority  that  wants  to  do  things  just  the  oppo¬ 
site  from  the  way  I  was  elected  to  perform. 


1186 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Sept.  19 


And  so,  I’m  delighted  he’s  up  there  doing 
that.  And  one  other  point:  He  has  a  sound 
record.  He  hasn’t  forgotten  the  human 
equation.  The  fact  that  people  need  jobs 
and  must  not  be  thrown  out  of  work  by 
extreme  environmental  positions  is  known 
to  him.  And  I  don’t  believe  we  need  ex¬ 
tremes  to  solve  the  problem. 

If  that  overall  message  of  his  is  not  lis¬ 
tened  to,  we  do  face  trouble.  I  spoke  of 
Congress  197  days  ago,  and  I  issued  a 
simple  challenge  and  here,  if  I  might, 
repeat  it:  “If  America  can  defeat  a  brutal 
dictator  in  a  matter  of  weeks,  then  surely  its 
legislative  body  can  manage  to  pass  two 
bills,  the  administration’s  crime  and  trans¬ 
portation  bills,  within  100  days.”  That  was 
in  the  State  of  the  Union  Message  197  days 
ago. 

Well,  almost  twice  that  time,  that  100 
days,  has  elapsed,  and  we  still  do  not  have 
those  two  bills.  And  it’s  clear  that  the 
Democrats  have  no  desire  to  help  us  ad¬ 
vance  what  is  a  sound  and  strong  domestic 
agenda.  Their  alternative  is  not  a  domestic 
agenda.  It’s  a  political  one:  to  block  our 
agenda.  And  we  cannot  let  that  succeed. 

Occasionally,  we  have  been  able  to  break 
the  logjam.  We’re  proud  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  that  was  passed.  I  think  it’s  good  envi¬ 
ronmental  policy.  I  think  it’s  just  good  plain 
national  policy.  I’m  proud  of  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  that  we  managed  to 
pass  last  year,  the  most  forward-looking 
piece  of  civil  rights  legislation  in  years.  And 
I’m  proud  with  our  success  in  child  care. 
But  we  can  succeed  only  with  the  help  of 
the  American  people.  To  continue  the  fight, 
we  need  you  to  elect  and  reelect  leaders 
who  care  deeply  about  this  country,  who 
care  about  the  approach  that  I’ve  outlined 
here,  strong,  competent,  principled  men 
like  Bob  Packwood. 

And  to  continue  this  Nation’s  victories, 
the  American  people  must  rediscover  their 
own  genius.  That’s  the  heart  of  our  domes¬ 
tic  philosophy  that  overlies  our  domestic 
agenda,  the  concept  that  the  true  power 
and  potential  in  this  land  must  rest  in  the 
hands  of  the  people.  Our  domestic  policy 
begins  by  trusting  you. 

Let  me  elaborate.  Our  domestic  agenda 
tries  to  carry  that  faith  forward  into  the 
future.  Our  housing  proposals,  for  example, 


would  turn  housing  residents  into  home- 
owners,  would  emphasize  tenant  manage¬ 
ment,  letting  people  in  the  area  itself 
manage  their  own  affairs.  It  relies  on  the 
belief  that  our  public  housing  citizens  can 
care  for  themselves  and  contribute  to  our 
society.  Our  energy  package  attempts  to 
conserve  energy  while  encouraging  innova¬ 
tion.  The  transportation  package  that  Sam 
Skinner  has  been  so  inventive  in  gives  more 
power  to  local  authorities,  who  know  their 
own  needs.  The  national  drug  strategy  is  all 
encompassing,  with  lots  of  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  work  being  done  by  the  private  sector 
and  at  the  local  level.  And  our  crime  pack¬ 
age,  the  most  comprehensive  in  American 
history,  tries  to  give  our  streets  back  to  the 
people. 

In  each  case,  we  want  Washington  to  give 
power  back  to  the  people  and  give  them  a 
chance  to  shape  their  own  destinies  rather 
than  having  to  answer  to  distant  bureau¬ 
crats.  And  this  philosophy  serves  as  the 
foundation  for  an  issue  that  I’d  like  to  just 
touch  on  in  a  little  more  detail.  I’m  talking, 
of  course,  about  education.  Our  democracy 
can  remain  vital  only  if  we  continue  to 
grow  in  knowledge  and  wisdom,  under¬ 
standing  the  increasingly  complex  and  com¬ 
petitive  world  in  which  we  live.  We  Ameri¬ 
cans  can  and  must  revitalize  our  education 
system  for  our  children,  for  our  future.  We 
don’t  want  just  a  good  education  system. 
We  want  the  best.  We  deserve  a  system 
that  will  give  every  citizen  the  power  to 
throw  open  his  or  her  own  door  of  opportu¬ 
nity. 

I  came  to  this  job  believing  that  educa¬ 
tion  is  our  most  enduring  legacy,  vital  to 
everything  we  are  and  everything  we  can 
become.  I  believe  it  with  even  more  convic¬ 
tion  now.  Five  months  ago  we  issued  a  chal¬ 
lenge  that  we  call  America  2000,  a  call  to 
reinvent,  revolutionize  if  you  will,  Ameri¬ 
can  education.  This  initiative  sketched  out 
the  framework  for  a  national  education 
strategy  made  up  of  four  elements:  Ac¬ 
countable  schools  for  today,  and  I  empha¬ 
size  that  word  “accountable”;  a  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  schools  for  tomorrow,  not  do  it 
the  same  old  way,  each  community  find  a 
new  way  to  approach  the  education  chal¬ 
lenges  in  that  community,  that  State;  a 
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Nation  of  students  committed  to  a  lifetime 
of  education — Fm  floundering  around 
trying  to  learn  how  to  use  that  computer  a 
little  better,  and  Fm  getting  up  there  in 
years — nobody  is  too  old  to  learn;  and  a 
community  where  learning  can  happen. 
And  by  that  I  mean  an  environment  in 
which  education  can  take  place,  in  which 
kids  feel  free  from  fear  and  they  can  go  on 
about  the  business  of  learning. 

Now,  you  play  the  critical  role  in  making 
that  strategy  work.  You  must  ensure  that 
each  of  your  communities  as  a  whole  en¬ 
gages  in  this  commitment  to  education. 
People  who  want  Washington  to  solve  all 
problems  are  simply  missing  the  point. 
What  happens  there  doesn’t  matter  half  as 
much  as  what  happens  in  each  hometown. 
Remember,  on  the  total  figures  for  educa¬ 
tion,  6  percent  is  Federal  Government 
spending,  94  percent  by  local  and  State, 
private  entities.  Every  person,  every  school, 
every  town  must  join  this  special  national 
army,  an  army  undertaking  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  crusade  of  all:  the  crusade  to  prepare 
our  children  and  ourselves  for  our  country’s 
future.  You  can,  you  must  make  our  com¬ 
munities  places  where  learning  can  happen. 

Let  me  give  you  just  a  handful  of  exam¬ 
ples  of  what  Oregonians  are  doing  to  help 
improve  education  around  them.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Guard,  a  Willamette  University  fra¬ 
ternity,  Kiwanians,  and  individuals  joined 
together  to  “adopt”  Salem’s  Richmond  Ele¬ 
mentary  School,  which  serves  a  large  mi¬ 
grant  population.  This  community  so  en¬ 
riches  the  lives  of  the  students  and  the 
school  that  they  won  this  year’s  Governor’s 
Volunteerism  Award  and  the  district  award 
for  outstanding  business-school  partnership. 

In  Albany,  more  than  2,000  residents 
have  come  together  to  focus  on  the  dis¬ 
trict’s  22  schools  through  a  remarkable  busi¬ 
ness  partnership  program  begun,  in  this 
case,  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In 
West  Linn,  not  only  do  parents  assist  teach¬ 
ers  in  classrooms,  but  over  50  percent  of 
middle  school  science  students  have  been 
given  the  chance  to  strengthen  lessons 
learned  in  schools  through  local  internships 
as  a  part  of  a  program  called  Future 
Makers. 

And  then  there’s  my  favorite  place,  I  like 
the  name  at  least,  Salem’s  Bush  Elementary 


School.  [Laughter]  Everyone  there  in  that 
community  has  joined  to  give  this  school 
new  life  and  make  it  a  centerpiece  of  com¬ 
munity  life.  In  this  school,  where  75  per¬ 
cent  of  the  families  live  below  the  poverty 
level  and  one-third  speak  no  English,  resi¬ 
dents  set  up  an  Even  Start  literacy  program 
for  kids  and  parents.  Local  college  students 
provide  tutoring,  mentoring,  and  helping 
with  therapy  groups.  Volunteers  from  busi¬ 
nesses,  hospitals,  and  the  community  con¬ 
tribute  to  weekly  tutoring  programs. 
Anyone  can  join:  85-year-old  Esther  Wilson 
has  been  working  with  at-risk  kids  in  Salem 
for  9  years.  Members  of  a  local  church  help 
students  with  languages,  but  they’re  also 
building  a  playground.  In  Salem,  you  see, 
people  understand  that  you  must  help  kids 
be  students  without  forgetting  that  they  are 
kids.  That’s  because  kids  ought  to  experi¬ 
ence  education  as  one  of  life’s  great  joys. 
The  community  also  encourages  parents  to 
volunteer  at  the  school;  this  enriches  the 
school  and  makes  citizens  feel  more  a  part 
of  their  children’s  education. 

There  are  thousands  of  stories  like  this, 
tens  of  thousands  across  this  country.  This 
could  never  happen  if  somebody  tried  to 
design  a  program  in  a  subcommittee  on 
education  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  in  the  United  States  Senate.  It  couldn’t 
happen.  You  cannot  generate  that  kind  of 
love  and  that  kind  of  concern  by  some  Fed¬ 
eral  legislation  back  in  Washington,  DC. 

There  are  thousands  of  stories  like  these. 
And  you  can  write  your  own  versions  in 
your  own  neighborhoods.  America  cannot 
afford  to  wait  or  to  waste  an  entire  genera¬ 
tion.  As  we  look  ahead  to  the  year  2000  we 
must  answer  the  call:  Let  tomorrow  begin 
today. 

I  will  stay  personally  involved.  Our  new 
Secretary  of  Education,  Governor  Lamar 
Alexander,  is  taking  a  crucial  leadership 
role  in  advocating  and  promoting  our  pro¬ 
gram  called  Education  2000.  I  don’t  want  to 
turn  what  is  an  upbeat,  enthusiastic  rally  for 
Bob  Packwood  into  a  lecture  on  education. 
But  I  feel  so  strongly  about  this,  I  urge  you 
to  take  a  hard  look  at  it.  It’s  not  partisan.  It 
gets  all  across  partisan  lines.  And  it  really 
answers  the  future  challenge  and  says  that 
these  kids  sitting  right  over  here  are  going 
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to  have  a  better  shot  if  we  get  this  program 
fully  implemented  and  fully  into  effect. 

Here  in  Oregon,  you  can  do  something 
about  it  also  because  it  is  part  of  the  philo¬ 
sophical  underpinning  of  our  administra¬ 
tion,  and  that  is  to  reelect  Bob  Packwood  to 
the  Senate. 

You  know,  I  am  delighted  to  be  back 
here  in  Portland.  I’ll  remember  this  day 
next  spring  when  I  welcome  the  Trailblaz- 
ers  to  the  White  House  after  they  win  the 
NBA  title.  But  I  reserve  the  right  to  change 
these  remarks  when  I  get  to  Los  Angeles. 
[Laughter]  And  then  tomorrow  I’m  going  to 
be  in  Chicago,  so — [laughter]. 

But  listen,  let  me  just  say  this.  I  am  very 
privileged  to  be  President  of  the  United 
States  at  this  historic  time.  The  change 
around  the  world  is  so  rapid,  the  ferment 
and  turmoil  and  change  in  our  country  so 
challenging.  I  am  blessed.  And  Barbara  feels 
exactly  the  same  way  as  First  Lady.  And  if  I 
might  say  a  word  about  her,  I  think  she  is 
doing  a  superb  job  as  she  travels  around 
teaching  literacy  in  this  country. 


But  the  longer  I’m  in  this  job,  the  more 
convinced  I  am  that  to  get  the  job  done,  to 
finish  what  so  many  of  you  helped  me 
begin,  I  need  good  people  that  look  at  these 
broad  views  philosophically  the  way  we  do. 
Sure,  there  are  going  to  be  differences  on 
one  issue  or  another.  But  the  big  thing  is 
Bob  Packwood  and  I  share  this  philosophi¬ 
cal  underpinning  that  the  best  answer  is  to 
keep  government  as  close  as  possible  to 
home.  That’s  education,  fighting  drugs, 
whatever  it  is.  And  so,  let  me  just  say: 
Please,  go  all  out  in  ’92  and  return  this  good 
man  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:25  a.m.  in 
the  Oregon  Ballroom  of  the  Oregon  Con¬ 
vention  Center.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred 
to  William  H.  Packwood,  son  of  Senator 
Packwood;  Craig  L.  Berkman,  chairman  of 
the  Oregon  Republican  Party;  Rev.  Edgars 
Petrevics  of  the  Oregon  Latvian  Lutheran 
Church;  and  the  Portland  Trailblazers  bas¬ 
ketball  team. 


Remarks  to  Green  Line /Interstate  105  Project  Construction  Site 
Employees  in  Los  Angeles,  California 
September  19,  1991 


Thank  you  very  much.  Governor  Wilson, 
thank  you  for  that  introduction.  And  may  I 
pay  my  respects  to  Secretary  Skinner  and 
Senator  Seymour  with  us  here,  Mayor  Brad¬ 
ley,  also  two  other  Members  of  the  United 
States  Congress  over  here,  Glenn  Anderson, 
Dana  Rohrabacher,  well-known  to  every¬ 
body  around  these  parts.  I  salute  them.  And 
to  the  California  State  secretary  for  trans¬ 
portation  and  housing,  Carl  Covitz,  who 
was  explaining  much  of  this  to  me  today. 
My  sincere  thanks  to  Jerry  Baxter,  to  Neil 
Peterson,  and  to  all  of  you  guys  that  helped 
me  eat  my  lunch  out  there,  whoever  you 
are,  and  who  are  doing  the  work  on  this 
project.  It’s  a  pleasure  to  be  here. 

We’ve  got  some  great  humorists  at  the 
White  House.  One  of  my  aides,  when  I  told 
him  we  had  been  invited  to  visit  the  trans¬ 
portation  project,  he  said,  “Well,  would  you 


like  to  have  a  moving  experience?”  And  I 
am  moved  to  be  here.  And  I’m  very  grate¬ 
ful  for  this  reception,  the  conversation  I  had 
with  the  people  doing  the  work,  and  espe¬ 
cially  grateful  that  all  of  you  are  here. 

I  suspect  the  traffic  jam  that  Los  Angeles 
is  most  concerned  about  breaking  up  these 
days  is  the  one  that  is  at  the  top  of  the 
National  League  West.  And  I  wish  I  were 
going  to  get  to  go  see  the  ball  game  to¬ 
night,  but  unfortunately,  I  am  not. 

And  I’m  here  today,  though,  to  congratu¬ 
late  Los  Angeles  and  California  for  their 
leadership,  its  national  leadership.  You’re 
setting  an  example  for  the  whole  country  in 
advancing  a  project  which  symbolizes  the 
kind  of  transportation  planning,  high  tech, 
and  teamwork  that  America  needs  to  com¬ 
pete  in  the  world  marketplace.  This  project 
will  improve  the  movement  of  people  and 
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goods  not  just  within  this  great  city  but  be¬ 
tween  modes  of  transportation:  rail,  car, 
bus,  and  air  transportation.  With  links  to 
both  Los  Angeles  International  Airport  and 
Southern  California’s  port  facilities,  Inter¬ 
state  105  and  the  Green  Line  will  help 
speed  goods  to  markets  throughout  the 
global  economy. 

Interstate  105  dramatizes  the  Federal, 
State,  and  local  partnership  at  its  best, 
showing  that  together  we  Americans  can  do 
anything.  The  Federal  role  is  focused  on 
construction  of  the  interstate,  including 
HOV  line.  State  and  local  governments 
have  joined  to  help  commuters  move  more 
efficiently  and  to  unclog  Los  Angeles  area 
roads  and  highways.  And  I  salute  California 
and  the  Los  Angeles  area  for  their  commit¬ 
ment  of  over  $1  billion,  including  local 
funding  for  the  total  price  tag  for  the  new 
Green  Line. 

This  project  embodies  America’s  need  for 
greater  infrastructure  investment  at  every 
level.  It  shows  why,  when  we  unveiled  our 
transportation  plan  more  than  7  months 
ago,  we  proposed  at  the  Federal  level  in¬ 
vesting  39  percent  more  in  highway  fund¬ 
ing,  primarily  by  focusing  Federal  invest¬ 
ment  on  roads  of  national  importance,  the 
150,000-mile  National  Highway  System. 

The  state  of  some  of  our  highways  was 
reflected  in  an  updated  version  of  an  old 
song  that  some  cynic  sang  to  me  the  other 
day:  “You  take  the  high  road,  and  I’ll  take 
the  low  road,  and  I’ll  hit  a  pothole  before 
you.” 

Well,  we’ve  got  to  change  that.  And  our 
transportation  plan  will,  indeed,  help  im¬ 
prove  America’s  roads.  Look  at  this  one, 
look  at  Interstate  105,  a  crucial  link  in  our 
new  highway  system.  Especially  with  the 
Green  Line  using  its  median  strip,  it  will 
prove  how  investment  in  high  tech  can  ease 
local  congestion  and  other  problems  as  well. 

The  Green  Line  will  be  a  state-of-the-art, 
fully  automated  system,  one  of  only  four 
such  systems  in  the  world.  1-105  makes  spe¬ 
cial  accommodations  for  high-occupancy  ve¬ 
hicles,  which  encourages  carpooling  by 
commuters.  All  over  America,  including 
California,  we  are  seeing  “smart  car,  smart 
highways”  programs  which  help  drivers 
move  more  safely  and  more  freely. 

And  there  are  other  innovations  in  our 


transportation  plan  including  more  flexibil¬ 
ity  for  State  and  local  transportation  officials 
on  how  Federal  dollars  are  spent,  more  cap¬ 
ital  investment  for  transit,  and  incentives 
for  greater  use  of  private  funds  to  support 
our  road  system. 

But  we  still  face  one  big  hurdle  that 
needs  to  be  cleared,  and  I’m  talking  about 
congressional  inaction  today.  Last  March  I 
challenged  the  Congress  to  pass  our  bill  in 
100  days.  And  it’s  now  197  days  and  count¬ 
ing.  Let  me  tell  you  what  we  want  and 
what  we  don’t  want.  We  want  a  bill  that 
works.  We  don’t  want  a  bill  that  paves 
America  with  special  projects,  with  pork. 
We  want  a  transportation  system  that 
spends  our  money  effectively,  one  that  truly 
addresses  national  needs.  And  we  don’t 
want  one  that  simply  furthers  political  ca¬ 
reers  by  spending  money  on  hundreds  of 
special  interest  projects.  We  want  a  good 
transportation  bill,  and  I  am  going  to  do  all 
I  can  to  keep  the  heat  on  to  get  such  a  bill. 

Many  special  interest  projects  often  are 
not  even  on  the  local  and  State  priority  list. 
But  1-105  and  the  Green  Line  are  certainly 
projects  that  argue  the  other  way.  They  are 
projects  where  there’s  a  need,  projects  that 
people  want.  And  they  are  examples  of  how 
transportation  infrastructure  can  make  us 
much  more  competitive  in  the  global  econ¬ 
omy.  They  also  demonstrate  how  State  and 
local  governments  can  take  a  lead  role  in 
financing  and  managing  of  important  trans¬ 
portation  projects  and,  in  the  process,  get 
fantastic  results.  And  they  show  California  is 
leading  the  way  toward  a  brighter  tomor¬ 
row. 

I  want  to  thank  you  all  once  again  for 
your  hospitality.  The  novelist  John  Stein¬ 
beck  once  wrote,  “The  spring  is  beautiful  in 
California.”  Well,  I’d  like  to  add,  so  is  Sep¬ 
tember.  And  thank  you  for  a  great  day. 
Thank  you  for  this  fantastic  contribution  to 
the  infrastructure  of  our  great  country.  And 
may  God  bless  you  and  our  wonderful  coun¬ 
try.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:21  p.m.  at 
the  site.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Gov. 
Pete  Wilson  of  California;  Jerry  Baxter,  di¬ 
rector,  California  Transportation  District; 
and  Neil  Peterson,  executive  director,  Los 
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Angeles  County  Transportation  Commis -  lunch  with  the  construction  site  employees ■ 
siorc.  Prior  to  his  remarks,  the  President  had  attended  a  briefing,  and  toured  the  project 


Exchange  With  Hispanic  Journalists  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  on 
the  Situation  in  Iraq 
September  19,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  you  talked  yesterday 
about  the  situation  with  Iraq  in  the  moni¬ 
toring  of  the  cease-fire  agreements.  Do  you 
think  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  substan¬ 
tial  show  of  force,  of  weapons,  and  perhaps 
troops  in  that  region  to  make  sure  that 
those  agreements  are  fulfilled,  implement¬ 
ed? 

The  President  At  this  juncture  the 
answer  to  your  question  is  no,  I  don’t  think 
so.  I  do  think  that  Saddam  Hussein  must 
comply  willingly  or  reacting  to  pressure 
with  the  United  Nations  resolutions.  There 
is  too  much  at  stake.  The  international  com¬ 
munity  has  too  much  at  stake.  The  very 
meaning  of  a  new  world  order  with  the 
U.N.  playing  an  active  role  in  it  has  too 
much  at  stake.  The  United  States  has  a  dis¬ 
proportionate  responsibility  for  this.  We  do 
the  heavy  lifting.  Were  the  only  ones  that 
can.  And  we  saw  that  clearly  when  your 
sons  and  daughters  went  off  to  that  war  in 
the  Gulf. 

We  don’t  need  lots  of  troops  and  to  mobi¬ 
lize  a  whole  “Son  of  Desert  Storm”  oper¬ 
ation.  The  way  to  diffuse  it  is  for  Saddam 
Hussein  to  do  what  the  U.N.  is  calling  on 
him  to  do.  One  way  to  have  him  to  do  it  is 
to  understand  that  if  he  doesn’t,  he  is  going 
to  find  that  we  are  prepared  to  use  military 
action  to  see  that  he  does  comply.  And 
we’re  not  going  to  be  doing  this  alone  if  it 
comes  to  that.  We’ll  have  others  with  us. 

But  to  allay  the  concerns  of  America,  I 
would  simply  say  we’re  not  talking  about 
massive  troop  movements.  What  we  are 
talking  about,  if  required — and  if  you  ask 
me  whether  I  thought  it  will  be  or  not,  I’d 
say  no — what  we  are  talking  about  is  ac¬ 
companying  helicopters  with  some  air 
power.  And  we  got  a  lot  of  air  power  there. 
And  we’ve  demonstrated,  thanks  to  our 
technology  and  to  the  ability  of  our  pilots, 


that  we  can  be  very  specific  as  we  apply 
this  air  power. 

And  so,  I’m  glad  you  asked  that  because 
there’s  a  lot  of  interest  in  the  country,  and  a 
lot  think  that  we’re  talking  about  a  massive 
mobilization.  I  saw  one  of  the  networks 
interviewing  some  families  down  at  Shaw 
Air  Force  Base,  “Oh,  please,  we  don’t  want 
to  go  through  this  again.”  That’s  not  what 
we’re  talking  about  here.  And  I  don’t  see  it 
escalating  that  we  would  be  talking  about 
it. 

But  I  will  say  this:  I  am  determined  that 
he  comply  with  these  resolutions.  And 
when  a  President  makes  a  statement  like 
that,  he  ought  not  to  do  it  without  being 
willing  to  back  that  up.  And  I  think  the 
reason  we  ended  up  having  the  war  in  the 
first  place  was  twofold.  One,  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  never  believed  we’d  use  power.  He 
just  didn’t  believe  it.  He  listened  to  the 
debate  in  this  country.  He  read  the  edito¬ 
rials.  He’d  misread  a  sign,  and  he  didn’t 
believe  it.  And  the  second  miscalculation 
was,  he  believed  that  if  we  did  use  power, 
he  didn’t  think  we  would,  but  he  believed 
that  if  we  did,  that  he  would  prevail  either 
by  a  standoff  emerging  as  the  new  Nasser 
or  in  some  way  beating  us.  He  had  no  idea 
what  was  going  to  happen  to  him. 

That’s  now  history.  He  knows  what  we 
can  do.  And  so,  it  is  my  gut  feeling  that  he 
will  do  that  which  he  should  have  done 
long  ago,  and  that  is  comply  with  the  letter 
of  the  United  Nations  resolutions. 

And  I  would  just  like  to  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  say  to  him  through  your  outlets:  He 
should  comply.  He  should  not  miscalculate 
again.  And  we  don’t  need  to  threaten. 
That’s  all  we  have  to  say:  You  ought  to 
comply.  And  I’ve  never  been  more  deter¬ 
mined.  And  he  can  interpret  it  any  way  he 
wants  to. 
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Q.  Are  you  imposing  a  deadline  for  him?  S< 

The  President.  No,  no  deadlines.  Just  a 
simple  statement  of  determination  in  which  sa 
I’m  sure  I  would  be  joined  by  countries  all  w 
around  the  world.  I  mean,  this  isn’t  just  the  aj 
United  States.  Just  as  the  strength  of  Oper¬ 
ation  Desert  Storm  came  from  the  fact  that  A 
it  had  an  international  sanction,  his  compli-  t) 
ance  and  demand  for  compliance  comes  not  H 
just  from  the  United  States  but  from  the  ti 


Security  Council  of  the  U.N. 

So,  there’s  no  deadline,  no  lines  in  the 
sand.  Just  to  say:  Hey,  go  ahead  and  do 
what  you  ought  to  have  done  some  time 
ago. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  1:55  p.m.  in 
the  Benedict  Room  at  the  Four  Seasons 
Hotel  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Dinner  for  Senator  John  Seymour  in  Los 
Angeles,  California 
September  19,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  And 
thank  you,  Senator  Seymour.  Thank  you, 
John,  for  those  kind  words.  And  thanks  all 
of  you  for  this  very  warm  welcome  back, 
my  10th  trip  to  California  as  President.  And 
let  me  thank  Andy  Williams,  for  starters,  for 
blessing  us  with  that  beautiful  anthem  of 
ours  and  the  way  in  which  he  did  it.  I  salute 
his  wife,  Debbie.  My  respects  to  Reverend 
Robert  Schuller  for  tonight’s  invocation. 
And  Reverend,  I  know  I  speak  for  everyone 
when  I  wish  your  father  the  speediest  of 
recoveries. 

And  let  me  salute  the  stars  of  the  GOP 
galaxy  with  me  here  tonight.  With  me  is 
our  Secretary  of  Transportation,  Sam  Skin¬ 
ner;  Governor  Pete  Wilson,  of  course,  and 
Gayle,  making  the  tough  decisions  up  there 
in  Sacramento;  the  honorable  George 
Deukmejian,  a  long-time  friend  of  all  of 
ours;  Jim  Dignan,  our  State  GOP  chairman; 
and  his  vice  chairman,  Tirso  Del  Junco.  And 
I’m  just  pleased  to  be  with  all  of  them. 

And  it’s  a  pleasure  to  be  here,  back  here 
at  the  Century  on  the  Avenue  of  Stars  with 
so  many  of  LA’s  brightest  lights.  Let  me  just 
start  with  tonight’s  emcee,  the  honorary 
mayor  of  Hollywood.  He’s  a  national  figure 
these  days,  Johnny  Grant;  always  a  pleasure 
to  be  with  him.  I  want  to  thank  A.C.  Lyles, 
who  worked  to  pull  together  this  star-stud¬ 
ded  cast.  And  I,  of  course,  would  genuflect 
before  and  salute  Bob  Hope  and  Delores. 
It’s  a  great  pleasure  to  see  them  up  this 
late.  [Laughter]  And  to  Gene  Autry  and  his 


wife,  Jackie;  and  to  John  and  Connie  Gavin; 
and  to  Sly  Stallone  and  Chuck  Norris  and 
Loretta  Young  and  Delta  Burke  and  Gerald 
McRaney. 

And  of  course,  Kevin  Costner  is  here.  He 
was  my  partner  in  golf.  I’m  surprised  he 
showed  up  after  my  poor  showing  there  in 
Washington,  DC.  But  he  and  his  wife, 
Cindy,  are  here.  Kevin’s  working  on  the 
sequel  to  “Robin  Hood:  The  Prince  of 
Thieves.”  It’s  called  “Robin  Hood:  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Election  and  Reapportionment 
Committee.”  [Laughter]  Hell  steal  your 
seat  right  out  from  under  you.  [Laughter] 

And  last  but  not  least,  the  reason  we’re 
here  tonight:  the  rising  star  of  the  Senate,  a 
man  whom  I  respect  and  in  whom  I  believe 
totally,  and  that  is  John  Seymour.  I  think  we 
all  know  John’s  story,  his  transition  from 
successful  businessman,  active  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  to  mayor  of  Anaheim,  and  later, 
member  of  the  California  State  Senate. 
Then,  Governor  Pete  Wilson  came  back  to 
Calfornia,  tapped  John  to  take  his  seat  in 
Washington.  And  tonight  we’re  here  unified 
in  our  desire,  in  our  dedication  to  make 
sure  that  John  Seymour  stays  in  the  Senate. 

He  mentioned,  really,  that  he  wasted  no 
time  in  making  a  mark  for  himself  on  Cap¬ 
itol  Hill.  It  was  48  hours  after  his  arrival 
that  he  took  part  in  that  solemn  debate  that 
he  referred  to.  And  that  debate  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  highest  traditions  of  the 
Senate.  And  he  did  cast  a  momentous  vote 
to  authorize  the  use  of  force  to  free  Kuwait. 
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And  it  wasn’t  an  easy  vote.  You’ve  got  to 
think  back  now.  Given  the  superb  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  force,  it  looks  like  it  might  have 
been  easy,  but  it  wasn’t  at  the  time.  And  to 
John  and  to  all  of  you  who  stood  with  me 
with  our  fighting  men  and  women  during 
the  days  of  Desert  Storm,  my  heartfelt 
thanks  for  your  prayers  and  your  support. 

It  was  a  fine  moment  for  our  country.  It 
turned  things  around.  And  let  me  just  say  I 
am  confident  that  what  happened  then  will 
be  the  guarantor  that  we  don’t  have  to  do 
all  that  again.  I  believe,  no  matter  how  bad 
he  is,  Saddam  Hussein  is  not  going  to  mis¬ 
calculate  once  more.  He’s  not  going  to  do 
that.  And  we  are  going  to  stay  firm  as  we 
can  be  the  way  I  spelled  out  the  policy 
yesterday.  It  isn’t  going  to  change  one 
single  bit.  And  he  is  going  to  comply  with 
every  single  resolution  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions. 

We  live  at  a  time  of  just  extraordinary 
change,  at  a  moment  in  history  when  old 
gives  way  to  the  new.  In  August  1990,  the 
world’s  attention  was  riveted  on  Iraq.  And 
this  August,  the  epicenter  of  change  shifted 
over  to  Moscow  and  to  the  rest  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  And  what  began  as  the  Old 
Guard’s  attempt  to  turn  back  the  clock 
ended  up  as  the  last  gasp  of  a  dying  ideolo¬ 
gy.  And  the  coup  failed,  and  communism 
stood  exposed  and  empty  at  its  core.  I  was 
very  pleased  when  both  Yeltsin  and  Gorba¬ 
chev  gave  the  United  States  credit  for 
standing  firmly  with  them,  thus  helping  to 
guarantee  the  coup’s  failure. 

And  it  is  true  that  the  collapse  of  commu¬ 
nism  stands  as  a  triumph  for  freedom-loving 
men  everywhere,  a  victory  for  the  princi¬ 
ples  all  of  us  here  hold  dear,  principles 
we’ve  pledged  to  defend:  freedom,  democ¬ 
racy,  and  the  dignity  of  man. 

The  aftershocks  of  that  ideological  earth¬ 
quake  have  made  themselves  felt  around 
the  world,  even  right  here  in  California. 
Just  last  night  the  citizens  of  Santa  Monica 
stormed  city  hall  and  knocked  down  their 
statue  of  Tom  Hayden.  [Laughter] 

Speaking  of  democratic  change,  your 
Governor,  Pete  Wilson,  tells  me  that  this 
very  day,  this  very  afternoon,  every  Repub¬ 
lican  member  of  the  State  assembly  voted 
against  the  Democrats’  gerrymander.  And  I 
applaud  them  and  the  Governor.  And  I 


fully  expect  them  to  support  their  Gover¬ 
nor,  their  party,  and  their  President  by  also 
voting  no  on  the  Democrats’  effort  to  over¬ 
ride  Governor  Wilson’s  veto.  The  Governor 
is  right  to  insist  on  fairness.  The  people  of 
California  are  entitled  to  fairplay  on  redis¬ 
tricting.  So,  enough  of  outrageous  gerry¬ 
manders. 

But  even  in  times  of  tremendous  change, 
some  things  still  stay  the  same.  And  next 
time  you’re  in  Washington,  visit  Capitol  Hill 
and  note  the  differences  between  the  politi¬ 
cal  parties.  The  party  in  charge  of  Congress 
may  not  see  that  Americans  want  action, 
but  I  really  believe  our  party  does.  Yes, 
we’re  outnumbered.  Yes,  we  cannot  take 
the  offensive  because  of  the  numbers  on 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  But  we  want 
action.  And  we’re  waging  a  battle  to  take 
back  the  Senate  in  1992  and  get  Capitol 
Hill  moving  on  our  domestic  agenda.  We 
can  start  right  here.  Help  California  keep 
its  edge  by  electing  this  fine  man,  sending 
him  back  to  the  Senate. 

In  his  9  short  months  of  office,  John  has 
adapted  well  to  the  strange  new  world  of 
the  Senate.  John  won  passage  of  five 
amendments,  I  think  Pete  referred  to  this, 
to  the  crime  bill,  five  key  tough-on-crime 
provisions,  more  amendments  than  any 
Senator  not  on  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
And  thanks  to  John  Seymour,  California’s 
and  this  country’s  streets  may  just  get  to  be 
a  little  bit  safer. 

And  I  might  also  say  that  John  has  been  a 
key  supporter  of  America  2000,  our  revolu¬ 
tionary  national  education  strategy.  You 
take  any  number  of  problems  we  cope  with 
today  from  crime  and  drugs  to  economic 
competitiveness,  education  really  is  part  of 
their  solution.  And  right  now,  our  schools 
can’t  pass  the  test.  Take  a  look  at  this 
State’s  graduation  rate.  Just  65  percent  of 
California’s  students  graduate  with  their 
classes.  One  in  every  three  kids  falls 
through  the  cracks,  and  that’s  a  crime. 

America  2000  offers  answers,  not  excuses. 
America  2000  demands  revolutionary 
change.  And  the  very  idea  of  change  strikes 
fear  in  the  hearts  of  the  education  establish¬ 
ment  in  this  country.  Our  critics  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  and  their  friends  up  on  Capitol 
Hill  sing  the  same  old  refrain,  “We  aren’t 
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spending  enough  on  our  schools.”  Well,  it’s 
time  for  them  to  check  their  math.  In  the 
last  10  years,  in  current  dollars,  total  educa¬ 
tion  spending  went  from  about  $200  billion 
to  over  $400  billion,  and  we ’re  still  12th  in 
the  world  in  math  and  9th  in  science 
achievement.  The  American  people  are  not 
stingy,  but  they  know  that  a  fistful  of  dollars 
will  not  fix  the  problems  plaguing  our 
schools. 

And  real  reform  begins  with  raising  ex¬ 
pectations,  setting  our  sights  on  our  national 
education  goals,  and  freeing  our  schools  to 
meet  them.  And  it  means  making  today’s 
schools  better  and  building  break-the-mold 
schools  to  serve  the  students  of  tomorrow. 
It  is  important  that  these  communities 
decide  what  is  best  for  them,  start  from 
scratch,  redesign  the  schools,  the  school  cur¬ 
riculum,  the  length  of  the  term,  whatever  it 
is.  But  each  community  should  start  from 
scratch  and  try.  Real  reform  recognizes  that 
teachers  and  schools  can’t  do  the  job  alone. 
And  we’ve  got  to  call  on  parents  and  com¬ 
munities  and  private  sector  companies.  In 
California  and  all  across  this  country,  we 
want  to  see  every  city  and  town  become 
what  we  call  America  2000  communities. 

Earlier  this  month,  I  generated  some  con¬ 
troversy  with  my  remarks  about  television 
and  its  effect  on  kids.  But  the  fact  is,  TV 
shouldn’t  be  an  electronic  babysitter.  Even 
the  best  educational  TV,  and  there’s  some 
tremendous  programs,  cannot  substitute  for 
parents  who  care.  Kids  who  sit  in  front  of 
the  tube  all  day  may  be  great  for  the  rat¬ 
ings,  but  they  won’t  help  our  SAT  scores. 
And  they  certainly  won’t  be  able  to  com¬ 
pete  in  the  21st  century,  when  brains,  not 
brawn,  will  determine  the  destiny  of  na¬ 
tions. 

So,  real  reform  means  taking  responsibil¬ 
ity,  challenging  our  communities  to  get  in¬ 
volved,  giving  parents  the  power  to  choose 
which  school  is  best  for  their  kids.  And  that 
is  what  we  call  America  2000:  common 
sense.  But  then  again,  as  Tom  Paine  under¬ 
stood,  sometimes  in  the  right  circumstances 
common  sense  can  be  revolutionary. 

In  California,  across  this  country  really,  a 
Republican  revolution  has  begun.  We’ve 
known  for  a  long  time  our  party  is  the  party 


of  American  ideals,  that  our  faith  in  free¬ 
dom  reflects  the  special  magic  of  America. 
And  just  as  important,  right  here  at  home, 
the  Republican  Party  stands  as  the  party  of 
ideas.  From  reinventing  our  schools  to  turn¬ 
ing  tenants  into  homeowners,  from  enlisting 
the  marketplace  to  clean  our  air,  to  promot¬ 
ing  ways  of  finding  new  energy  sources,  to 
waging  a  drug  war  that  is  making  dramatic 
headway,  on  one  issue  after  another:  When 
Americans  ask  for  solutions,  Republicans  de¬ 
liver.  And  that’s  the  secret  behind  our  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  great  State,  the  secret  that 
makes  John  Seymour  effective  in  the 
Senate. 

And  tonight  we  reaffirm  those  powerful 
ideals  that  give  this  party  its  sense  of  direc¬ 
tion  and  its  strength  of  purpose.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  Barbara  Bush  isn’t  out  here  with 
me  tonight.  I  know  she  would  have  loved 
the  glitter  and  the  wonder  of  it  all.  And  she 
just  plain  likes  coming  out  to  California.  But 
she  and  I  talk  about  the  problems  that  our 
country  face.  And  we  often  come  back  to 
the  fundamental  values  that  we  all  learned 
when  we  were  kids:  the  importance  of 
family,  the  importance  of  faith,  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  community  values.  And  so,  it  starts 
from  square  one,  but  I  like  to  feel  that  our 
party  now  is  in  the  forefront  of  all  of  this. 

So,  my  plea  tonight  is:  Let  us  wage  a 
Republican  revolution  here  in  California 
and  across  this  country.  And  let’s  .start  by 
guaranteeing  that  John  Seymour  remains  in 
the  United  States  Senate. 

Once  again,  thanks  to  you  for  this  warm 
welcome.  And  may  God  bless  the  United 
States  of  America.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:02  p.m.  at 
the  Century  Plaza  Hotel.  In  his  remarks,  he 
referred  to  George  Deukmejian,  former 
Governor  of  California ,  and  the  following 
entertainers:  Bob  Hope  and  his  wife,  De- 
lores ;  Gene  Autry  and  his  wife,  Jackie;  John 
Gavin  and  his  wife,  Constance  Towers;  Syl¬ 
vester  Stallone;  Chuck  Norris;  Loretta 
Young;  Delta  Burke;  Gerald  McRaney ;  and 
Kevin  Costner  and  his  wife,  Cindy.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 
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Nomination  of  Mary  Jane  Maddox  To  Be  Deputy  Director  of 

ACTION 

September  19,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Mary  Jane  Maddox,  of 
Texas,  to  be  Deputy  Director  of  the 
ACTION  agency,  the  Federal  domestic  vol¬ 
unteer  agency.  She  would  succeed  Jane  A. 
Kenny. 

From  1982  to  1991  Ms.  Maddox  served  as 
administrative  assistant  to  Representative 
Steve  Bartlett  of  the  Third  District  of  Texas. 
In  addition,  her  civic  activities  in  Texas 
have  included  serving  as  president  of  the 
PTA,  Wake  Village  Elementary  School,  Tex¬ 


arkana;  cochairman,  Employ  Youth  Pro¬ 
gram,  Marshall  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and 
board  member  of  Camp  Fire  Girls,  Port 
Arthur.  She  currently  serves  on  the  bazaar 
committee  for  St.  Alban’s  Episcopal  Church 
in  Washington,  DC. 

Ms.  Maddox  attended  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Austin,  1957-1960.  She  was  born 
August  7,  1939,  in  Corpus  Christi,  TX.  Ms. 
Maddox  is  married,  has  two  daughters,  and 
resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  States  Hispanic 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
September  20,  1991 


Thank  you  very  much.  And  I  really  want 
to  thank  you  for  that  warm  reception  here. 
First,  may  I  salute  two  Secretaries  of  my 
Cabinet:  Secretary  Lujan,  who  many  of  you 
have  known  over  the  years,  is  with  us 
today;  and  also  Secretary  Sam  Skinner,  who 
just  came  in  with  us  from  California,  a  son 
of  Chicago  in  a  sense,  and  doing  a  great  job 
as  Secretary  of  Transportation. 

May  I  also  thank  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  Jim  Edgar,  and  the  mayor  of  this 
great  city.  Mayor  Daley,  for  greeting  me  at 
the  airport  here  and  welcoming  us  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  to  Chicago.  And  this  is,  as  I  view  it, 
certainly  not  a  partisan  gathering.  And  I 
think  their  both  showing  up  together,  side 
by  side,  was  a  manifestation  of  that.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

But  may  I  thank  Jose,  Jose  Nino,  who  just 
introduced  me,  your  very  able  president; 
Gabe  Aguirre,  the  outgoing  chairman.  And 
thank  you  all,  ladies  and  gentleman,  for, 
once  again,  that  very  warm  welcome.  Let 
me  congratulate  my  fellow  Texan,  Delia 
Reyes,  your  newly  elected  chair.  And 
warmest  greetings  to  the  many  dignitaries 
that  are  here. 

I’m  here  a  little  later  than  originally 


scheduled.  Would  you  believe  we  experi¬ 
enced  a  slight  flight  delay?  [Laughter]  I 
know  it  happens  all  the  time.  We  had  to 
circle  the  city  while  Michael  Jordan  prac¬ 
ticed  takeoffs  and  landings  out  here. 
[Laughter]  And  there’s  a  second  reason,  too, 
if  I  may  be  candid.  I  know  you’ve  just  heard 
Jack  Kemp  speak,  and  I  thought  you’d  want 
to  catch  your  breath  for  a  little  bit.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

If  you’re  still  feeling  winded,  it’s  my  fault. 
It  goes  back  to  our  first  Cabinet  meeting, 
and  I  asked  Jack,  “Can’t  you  generate,  can’t 
you  work  up  a  little  more  enthusiasm?” 
And  you  saw  it  today.  But  he’s  doing  a 
great  job  for  us  as  Secretary  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development.  His  concept,  our  con¬ 
cept  of  tenant  management  and  home  own¬ 
ership  offers,  really,  hope  to  millions.  But 
then,  Jack  and  all  our  administration  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  greatest  and  most  visionary  of 
American  ideals,  the  ideal  of  real  equality, 
ensuring  that  people  can  go  as  far  as  their 
abilities  and  their  hard  work  will  take  them. 

Five  centuries  ago,  men  crossed  the  great 
ocean  and  brought  Hispanic  America  into 
being.  Ever  since  then,  we  have  called  the 
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combination  of  European  and  American 
peoples  on  these  vast  lands  not  a  new  terri¬ 
tory,  not  a  new  colony,  not  a  new  settle¬ 
ment;  we’ve  called  it  a  new  world.  Hispanic 
America  arose  out  of  risk  and  romance.  Sev¬ 
eral  forces  fed  its  growth:  Transoceanic 
trade,  the  movement  and  mingling  of 
people,  the  grand  enterprise  of  discovery 
and  development.  On  September  20,  this 
very  date,  but  in  1519,  Magellan  and  his 
party  set  sail  from  Spain  to  sail  around  the 
globe.  Next  month  we  begin  a  year  of  com¬ 
memoration  leading  to  the  500th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  Columbus’  daring  journey. 

We  must  not  think  of  these  achievements 
as  somehow  antique  and  irrelevant.  Fron¬ 
tiers  don’t  close  when  men  settle  the  wil¬ 
derness,  when  they  build  cities  and  factories 
and  schools.  Subtle  but  braver  adventures 
confront  advanced  civilizations,  the  adven¬ 
tures  of  creating  families,  educating  chil¬ 
dren,  knowing  that  no  matter  how  hard  or 
how  comfortable  our  circumstances,  we 
must  make  our  world  better.  In  the  life  of 
the  Americas,  in  our  mission  of  discovery 
and  development,  1492  was  only  yesterday. 

How  true  this  is  in  the  case  of  commerce. 
Voyagers  charted  the  trade  routes  of  the 
Americas  centuries  ago,  but  we’ve  only  now 
begun  to  explore  their  full  potential. 

Your  convention  theme  sings  with  this 
spirit:  “Launching  New  Partnerships.” 
America’s  more  than  400,000  Hispanic- 
owned  firms  provide  new  jobs  and  generate 
new  wealth.  In  1987,  the  latest  date  for 
these  statistics,  our  Hispanic-owned  busi¬ 
nesses  pumped  nearly  $25  billion  into  our 
economy  and  created  half  a  million  jobs. 

You  believe  in  yourselves,  in  your  abili¬ 
ties,  your  determination,  your  excellence. 
Because  you  believe  in  yourselves,  you 
helped  our  administration  get  congressional 
approval  to  extend  our  Fast  Track  proce¬ 
dures  for  trade  negotiations.  Armed  with 
that  powerful  tool,  and  as  you  heard  this 
morning  from  an  able  team  from  three 
countries,  we  are  negotiating  a  North 
American  free  trade  agreement. 

I  might  say  that  Mexico,  under  President 
Carlos  Salinas,  has  been  a  powerful  leader 
and  ally.  And  I  would  also  say  that  relation¬ 
ships  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States 
have  never  in  history  been  better.  And  that 
is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States 


of  America.  When  we  complete  that  accord, 
and  I’m  confident  we  will,  we’ll  build  a  free 
trade  zone  that  ranges  from  the  Yukon  to 
the  Yucatan,  a  market  of  360,  get  the 
figure,  360  million  consumers  and  a  present 
annual  output  of  $6  trillion. 

When  we  seal  the  free  trade  agreement, 
Hispanic-owned  firms  in  the  United  States 
will  enjoy  strong  natural  advantages.  Bonds 
of  family,  language,  understanding  the  cul¬ 
ture,  already  cherished  in  the  families  rep¬ 
resented  here  today,  all  of  these  will  gain 
value  as  business  assets. 

Because  you  believe  in  yourselves,  you 
also  have  supported  our  Enterprise  for  the 
Americas  Initiative,  aiming  to  establish  a 
network  of  expanded  trade,  investment, 
and  cooperation  from  Hudson  Bay  to  the 
Straits  of  Magellan. 

The  North  American  free  trade  agree¬ 
ment  and  the  Enterprise  for  the  Americas 
Initiative  incorporate  the  great  lesson  of  our 
age:  Trade  and  enterprise  can  build  wealth 
and  preserve  freedom.  Protectionism  and 
Government  control  only  create  poverty 
and  backwardness,  and  yes,  a  denial  of  free¬ 
dom. 

Consider  the  case  of  Mexico.  Since  1986, 
when  Mexico  joined  the  GATT  and 
dropped  tariff  rates  from  100  percent,  100 
percent,  to  little  more  than  10  percent,  U.S. 
exports  to  Mexico  have  more  than  doubled. 
Exports  of  automobiles  and  auto  parts  have 
quadrupled.  Exports  of  iron  and  steel, 
which  were  running  a  $12  million  deficit 
just  4  years  ago,  now  are  achieving  a  $300 
million  surplus.  And  this  rise  in  exports  cre¬ 
ated  almost  300,000  jobs  in  the  United 
States.  Each  additional  $1  billion  in  exports 
will  translate  into  nearly  20,000  American 
jobs. 

But  these  reforms,  it’s  not  a  one-way 
street;  these  reforms  have  helped  Mexico,  a 
classic  win-win  situation,  if  you  will.  Fidel 
Velazquez  Sanchez,  the  head  of  the  Mexi¬ 
can  Labor  Confederation,  recognizes  that 
increased  trade  will  create  new  jobs, 
indeed,  new  industries  in  Mexico,  and  he 
strongly  supports  the  trade  agreement. 

What’s  good  for  Hispanic  America  will  be 
good  for  the  United  States.  And  with  open 
trade,  by  the  year  2000,  United  States  firms 
will  be  doing  a  robust  business  with  dynam- 
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ic  economy  of  100  million  Mexican  consum¬ 
ers. 

The  prospects  seem  equally  exciting 
south  of  Mexico.  True,  we’ve  heard  a  lot 
about  the  Mexican  free  trade  agreement. 
We’ve  heard  about  the  negotiations.  They 
are  our  friendly  neighbors  on  the  border, 
and  parenthetically  I  might  say,  we  should 
never  just  take  those  friends  for  granted, 
whether  it  be  to  our  north  or  to  our  south. 
We  are  blessed  by  peaceful  borders.  But 
we’re  already  advancing  creative  plans  now 
to  reduce  debt,  boost  investment,  and  in¬ 
crease  trade.  We’ve  now  signed  framework 
trade  liberalization  agreements  involving  28 
countries  in  the  hemisphere.  So,  it’s  not  just 
Mexico. 

But  we  need  your  help.  Congress  still  has 
failed  to  give  us  debt  reduction  authority 
and  funding  and  to  give  us  the  ability  to 
contribute  to  the  Multilateral  Investment 
Fund.  This  would  help  stimulate  investment 
and  build  stable  democracies  within  our 
hemisphere.  So  please,  speak  out  in  support 
of  the  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initia¬ 
tive.  And  join  me  in  urging  Congress  to 
pass  the  legislation  to  put  it  into  full  effect. 
Enterprise  for  the  Americas  is  not  a  slogan. 
It  will  strengthen  democracy  and  freedom 
in  those  friendly  countries  south  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  And  it  will  be  good  for  American 
exports,  and  that  means  it  will  be  good  for 
American  jobs. 

Our  efforts  to  expand  U.S.  exports  will 
get  another  boost  when  my  friend  Jose  Mar¬ 
tinez  becomes  Director  of  the  United  States 
Trade  and  Development  Program. 

And  of  course,  one  more  event  will  dem¬ 
onstrate  to  one  and  all  that  we  really  have 
entered  into  a  new  era  of  freedom  and  op¬ 
portunity.  I’m  speaking  of  Cuba’s  becoming 
free  and  democratic.  Today  we  hear  the 
creaking  and  crumbling  of  that  Castro  dic¬ 
tatorship.  And  the  day  is  coming,  I’m  abso¬ 
lutely  convinced  of  this,  sooner  than  Castro 
dares  to  believe,  when  the  people  of  Cuba 
will  reclaim  their  destiny  and  rejoin  the 
Western  Hemisphere’s  family  of  free  na¬ 
tions. 

And  if  we  want  to  make  our  hemisphere 
a  neighborhood  of  peoples,  we  must  do 
more  than  lift  economic  and  political  bar¬ 
riers.  Our  administration  also  has  promoted 
educational  and  cultural  exchanges  between 


our  country  and  our  neighbors  in  the  hemi¬ 
sphere.  As  in  commerce,  the  natural  leaders 
in  this  enterprise  will  be  Hispanic  Ameri¬ 
cans.  You  see,  something  more  than  mere 
geography  unites  us.  Common  cultural  roots 
enable  us  all  to  seek  a  shared  destiny  for 
our  hemisphere,  for  ourselves. 

And  I  want  to  thank  the  Hispanic  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  for  its  endorsement  of 
our  America  2000  education  strategy.  I  am 
grateful  for  your  initiatives  to  teach  eco¬ 
nomics  and  entrepreneurship  to  our  kids, 
beginning  in  the  kindergarten.  And  now,  if 
only  someone  could  do  the  same  for  econo¬ 
mists,  I  think  we’d  be  in  pretty  good  shape 
around  here.  [ Laughter ] 

America  2000,  like  our  economic  propos¬ 
als,  begins  with  an  article  of  faith:  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  parents  care  about  their  children, 
care  about  education,  and  can  help  find 
schools  that  will  help  their  children  reach 
their  potential.  So,  we  want  to  expand  pa¬ 
rental  choice  so  that  parents  will  have  as 
much  choice  in  the  crucial  matter  of  educa¬ 
tion  as  they  now  have  when  they  wish  to 
purchase  peanut  butter.  And  if  we  want  to 
make  the  most  of  ourselves,  we  must  invite 
competition  and  show  just  how  well  we  can 
do. 

America  2000  will  enable  Hispanic  com¬ 
munities  to  draw  upon  their  natural 
strengths  and  values.  And  it  will  enable  par¬ 
ents,  teachers,  and  yes,  church  and  business 
leaders  to  help  reinvent  American  educa¬ 
tion. 

To  further  this  goal,  I  have  announced 
the  membership  of  the  President’s  Advisory 
Commission  on  Educational  Excellence  for 
Hispanic  Americans.  Chicago’s  own  Andres 
Bande,  CEO  of  Ameritech  International, 
will  chair  the  panel,  and  its  work  will  play  a 
major  role  in  unleashing  the  America  2000 
revolution  in  education.  I  understand 
Andres  is  here  today,  and  Fd  like  him  to 
stand  up,  right  there.  Thank  you  for  under¬ 
taking  this.  This  is  important  work  he’s 
about  to  be  engaged  in.  And  I  know,  on  his 
behalf,  I’d  like  to  solicit  your  ideas  and  your 
full  cooperation. 

Let  me  close  with  a  few  comments  on  a 
concept  we  talked  about  earlier,  develop¬ 
ment.  It’s  a  term  of  art,  of  course,  in  inter¬ 
national  economics.  We  tend  to  use  “devel- 
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oping  country”  as  a  sort  of  fuzzy  euphe¬ 
mism  for  “poverty,”  for  a  nation  short  on 
material  or  financial  wealth. 

But  when  we  use  the  term  “develop¬ 
ment”  in  this  way,  we  forget  its  deeper 
meaning.  Isn’t  the  United  States — must  it 
not  be  still  developing?  For  all  our  present 
wealth,  can  we  afford  to  become  static  or 
stagnant?  And  if  we’re  not  giving  our  chil¬ 
dren  a  moral  and  intellectual  inheritance  as 
good  as  our  parents  gave  us,  are  we  a  devel¬ 
oped  society? 

I  think  again  of  the  explorers  on  our  con¬ 
tinent  five  centuries  ago.  Some  were  wise, 
some  were  foolish.  And  we  remember  the 
effort  wasted  in  trying  to  find  the  imaginary 
Seven  Cities  of  Gold.  And  those  adventur¬ 
ers  were  not  just  looking  in  the  wrong 
place;  they  were  searching  for  the  wrong 
treasure.  The  treasure  was,  and  is,  in  men 
and  women,  in  “human  resources,”  in  mind 
and  muscle  and  soul.  And  these,  not  un¬ 
earned  bonanzas,  build  civilizations. 

Our  work  never  ends.  That’s  the  key  to 
life’s  excitement.  In  these  hopeful  times,  as 
we  tear  down  economic  barriers  and  liber¬ 
ate  ourselves  from  ideological  confines,  we 
must  continue  supplying  our  own  sons  and 
our  own  daughters  with  the  values,  the  fun¬ 
damentals  of  a  good  society.  Together,  I 
know  that  we  shall. 

You  know,  the  longer  I’m  in  the  White 


House  and  privileged  to  serve  as  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  more  Barbara 
and  I  discuss  these  enormous  problems  that 
Mayor  Daley  confronts  in  his  excellent  way 
every  day,  or  Jim  Edgar,  the  Governor  of 
this  State,  confronts  in  his  very  effective 
way  as  Governor,  the  more  we  contemplate 
those  problems  and  the  more  I  look  at  this 
great  country  of  ours  that  I’m  privileged  to 
lead  at  this  point  in  history — and  I  must  say 
it’s  a  very  exciting  point — the  more  Barbara 
and  I  conclude  that  family  is  absolutely  es¬ 
sential  to  our  success.  We  have  got  to  stay 
involved,  we  have  got  to  stay  fundamentally 
involved.  And  when  I  speak  to  this  group, 
it’s  almost  like  preaching  to  the  choir  be¬ 
cause  I  think  if  you  exemplify  one  of  the 
prime  values  and  principles  that  this  group 
and,  indeed,  Hispanic  American  culture  all 
across  our  country  exemplifies,  is  love  of 
family  and  its  faith  and  its  conviction  about 
our  great  country,  the  freest  and  fairest  on 
the  face  of  the  Earth. 

So,  thank  you  very  much  for  letting  me 
come  by  and  visit  this  highly  successful  con¬ 
vention.  And  let  me  tell  you  that  it’s  a  great 
joy  to  be  back  with  you  again.  And  may 
God  bless  our  great  country.  Thank  you 
very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:45  p.m.  at 
the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Peru’s  Drug  Interdiction 
Efforts 

September  20,  1991 


After  talking  with  President  Fujimori  of 
Peru,  President  Bush  told  him  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Peru’s  agreement  with  the  coca 
farmers  opposing  drug  trafficking  and  in 
favor  of  alternative  development  represents 
an  imaginative  approach  which  we  would 


like  to  support.  He  also  said  that  President 
Fujimori’s  interest  in  attacking  the  drug 
traffickers  in  an  “implacable  interdiction 
effort”  offers  hope  for  the  future  and  that 
the  United  States  wishes  to  assist  in  the 
most  helpful  way  possible. 
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Nomination  of  Lanny  Griffith  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 

Education 

September  20,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Lanny  Griffith,  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  to  be  Assistant  Secretary  for  Intergov¬ 
ernmental  and  Interagency  Affairs  at  the 
Department  of  Education.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Michelle  Easton. 

Since  1989,  Mr.  Griffith  has  served  as 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Inter¬ 
governmental  Affairs  at  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  as 
the  southern  political  director  for  George 
Bush  for  President,  1987-1988;  regional  po¬ 
litical  director  for  the  Republican  National 


Exchange  With  Reporters 
September  23,  1991 

Unemployment  Benefits 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  indica¬ 
tion  Saddam  Hussein  is  doing  the  right 
thing  in  Iraq  today? 

The  President  I’ve  been  working  on  un¬ 
employment  benefits  this  morning.  Been  on 
the  telephone.  And  we  strongly  support 
Bob  Dole’s  package,  which  is  budgetarily 
sound,  forward-looking,  takes  care  of  those 
that  really  need  help.  So,  I’ve  been  focusing 
on  that  this  morning  and  calling  several 
Senators  about  it,  and  I  just  hope  that  the 
Senate  will  do  what’s  needed,  and  that  is 
help  these  people,  but  also  do  something 
that  is  budgetarily  sound,  and  that  is — 
where  we  have  offsets  and  we  stay  within 


Committee,  1984-1986;  and  as  campaign 
manager  for  Haley  Barbour  for  Senate, 
1983.  Mr.  Griffith  served  as  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  Mississippi  Republican  Party, 
1979-1981  and  1983.  From  1976  to  1979, 
Mr.  Griffith  served  as  an  associate  with  the 
law  firm  of  Freeland  and  Gafford  in  Oxford, 
ML 

Mr.  Griffith  graduated  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Mississippi  (B.B.A.,  1973;  J.D.,  1976). 
He  was  born  August  13,  1951.  Mr.  Griffith 
is  married,  has  two  children,  and  resides  in 
Alexandria,  VA. 


the  budget  agreement.  So,  that’s  what  I’ve 
been  concentrating  on. 

Now,  as  I  leave,  I’ll  be  focusing  in  the 
United  Nations  on  these  other  questions. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think - 

The  President  Well,  I’m  going  to  be  fo¬ 
cusing  on  all  that  when  we  get  up  there, 
and  I’ll  have  something  to  say  about  it  later 
this  morning. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:05  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  prior  to 
his  departure  for  New  York ,  NY.  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  this  exchange. 


Address  to  the  46th  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
in  New  York,  New  York 
September  23,  1991 

Mr.  President,  thank  you,  sir,  Mr.  Secre-  you  as  you  open  the  46th  session  of  the 
tary-General,  distinguished  delegates  to  the  General  Assembly. 

United  Nations,  I  am  honored  to  speak  with  I’d  first  like  to  congratulate  outgoing 
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President  Guido  De  Marco  of  Malta  and 
salute  our  incoming  President  Samir  Shi- 
habi  of  Saudi  Arabia.  I  also  want  to  salute 
especially  Secretary-General  Javier  Perez 
de  Cuellar,  who  will  step  down  in  just  over 
3  months.  But  let  me  say,  Secretary- General 
Perez  de  Cuellar  has  served  with  great  dis¬ 
tinction  during  a  period  of  unprecedented 
change  and  turmoil.  For  almost  10  years 
weve  enjoyed  the  leadership  of  this  man  of 
peace,  a  man  that  I,  along  with  many  of 
you,  feel  proud  to  call  friend.  So  today,  let 
us  congratulate  our  friend  and  praise  his 
spectacular  service  to  the  United  Nations 
and  to  the  people  of  the  world:  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary-General. 

Let  me  also  welcome  new  members  to 
this  chamber:  Two  delegations  representing 
Korea,  particularly  our  democratic  friends, 
the  Republic  of  Korea;  the  Republics  of  Es¬ 
tonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania;  and  new  mis¬ 
sions  from  the  Marshall  Islands  and  Micro¬ 
nesia.  Twenty  years  ago,  when  I  was  the 
Permanent  Representative  here  for  the 
United  States,  there  were  132  U.N.  mem¬ 
bers.  Just  one  week  ago,  159  nations  en¬ 
joyed  membership  in  the  United  Nations. 
Today,  the  number  stands  at  166.  The  pres¬ 
ence  of  these  new  members  alone  provides 
reasons  for  us  to  celebrate. 

My  speech  today  will  not  sound  like  any 
you’ve  heard  from  a  President  of  the 
United  States.  I’m  not  going  to  dwell  on  the 
superpower  competition  that  defined  inter¬ 
national  politics  for  half  a  century.  Instead, 
I  will  discuss  the  challenges  of  building 
peace  and  prosperity  in  a  world  leavened 
by  the  cold  war’s  end  and  the  resumption 
of  history. 

Communism  held  history  captive  for 
years.  It  suspended  ancient  disputes,  and  it 
suppressed  ethnic  rivalries,  nationalist  aspi¬ 
rations,  and  old  prejudices.  As  it  has  dis¬ 
solved,  suspended  hatreds  have  sprung  to 
life.  People  who  for  years  have  been  denied 
their  pasts  have  begun  searching  for  their 
own  identities,  often  through  peaceful  and 
constructive  means,  occasionally  through 
factionalism  and  bloodshed. 

This  revival  of  history  ushers  in  a  new  era 
teeming  with  opportunities  and  perils.  And 
let’s  begin  by  discussing  the  opportunities. 
First,  history’s  renewal  enables  people  to 
pursue  their  natural  instincts  for  enterprise. 


Communism  froze  that  progress  until  its 
failures  became  too  much  for  even  its  de¬ 
fenders  to  bear.  And  now  citizens  through¬ 
out  the  world  have  chosen  enterprise  over 
envy,  personal  responsibility  over  the  en¬ 
ticements  of  the  state,  prosperity  over  the 
poverty  of  central  planning. 

The  U.N.  Charter  encourages  this  adven¬ 
ture  by  pledging  “to  employ  international 
machinery  for  the  promotion  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  advancement  of  all  peo¬ 
ples.”  And  I  can  think  of  no  better  way  to 
fulfill  this  mission  than  to  promote  the  free 
flow  of  goods  and  ideas.  Frankly,  ideas  and 
goods  will  travel  around  the  globe  with  or 
without  our  help.  The  information  revolu¬ 
tion  has  destroyed  the  weapons  of  enforced 
isolation  and  ignorance.  In  many  parts  of 
the  world  technology  has  overwhelmed  tyr¬ 
anny,  proving  that  the  age  of  information 
can  become  the  age  of  liberation  if  we  limit 
state  power  wisely  and  free  our  people  to 
make  the  best  use  of  new  ideas,  inventions, 
and  insights. 

By  the  same  token,  the  world  has  learned 
that  free  markets  provide  levels  of  prosperi¬ 
ty,  growth,  and  happiness  that  centrally 
planned  economies  can  never  offer.  Even 
the  most  charitable  estimates  indicate  that 
in  recent  years  the  free  world’s  economies 
have  grown  at  twice  the  rate  of  the  former 
Communist  world. 

Growth  does  more  than  fill  shelves.  It 
permits  every  person  to  gain,  not  at  the 
expense  of  others  but  to  the  benefit  of 
others.  Prosperity  encourages  people  to  live 
as  neighbors,  not  as  predators.  Economic 
growth  can  aid  international  relations  in  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  way.  Many  nations  repre¬ 
sented  here  are  parties  to  the  General 
Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade.  The  Uru¬ 
guay  round,  the  latest  in  the  postwar  series 
of  trade  negotiations,  offers  hope  to  devel¬ 
oping  nations,  many  of  which  have  been 
cruelly  deceived  by  the  false  promises  of 
totalitarianism. 

Here  in  this  chamber  we  hear  about 
North-South  problems.  But  free  and  open 
trade,  including  unfettered  access  to  mar¬ 
kets  and  credit,  offer  developing  countries 
means  of  self-sufficiency  and  economic  dig¬ 
nity.  If  the  Uruguay  round  should  fail,  a 
new  wave  of  protectionism  could  destroy 
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our  hopes  for  a  better  future.  History  shows 
all  too  clearly  that  protectionism  can  de¬ 
stroy  wealth  within  countries  and  poison  re¬ 
lations  between  them.  And  therefore,  I  call 
upon  all  members  of  GATT  to  redouble 
their  efforts  to  reach  a  successful  conclusion 
for  the  Uruguay  round.  I  pledge  that  the 
United  States  will  do  its  part. 

I  cannot  stress  this  enough:  Economic 
progress  will  play  a  vital  role  in  the  new 
world.  It  supplies  the  soil  in  which  democ¬ 
racy  grows  best.  People  everywhere  seek 
government  of  and  by  the  people.  And  they 
want  to  enjoy  their  inalienable  rights  to 
freedom  and  property  and  person. 

Challenges  to  democracy  have  failed.  Just 
last  month  coup  plotters  in  the  Soviet 
Union  tried  to  derail  the  forces  of  liberty 
and  reform,  but  Soviet  citizens  refused  to 
follow.  Most  of  the  nations  in  this  chamber 
stood  with  the  forces  of  reform,  led  by  Mik¬ 
hail  Gorbachev  and  Boris  Yeltsin,  and 
against  the  coup  plotters. 

The  challenge  facing  the  Soviet  peoples 
now,  that  of  building  political  systems  based 
upon  individual  liberty,  minority  rights,  de¬ 
mocracy,  and  free  markets,  mirrors  every 
nation's  responsibility  for  encouraging 
peaceful,  democratic  reform.  But  it  also  tes¬ 
tifies  to  the  extraordinary  power  of  the 
democratic  ideal. 

As  democracy  flourishes,  so  does  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  third  historical  break¬ 
through,  international  cooperation.  A  year 
ago,  the  Soviet  Union  joined  the  United 
States  and  a  host  of  other  nations  in  defend¬ 
ing  a  tiny  country  against  aggression  and 
opposing  Saddam  Hussein.  For  the  very 
first  time  on  a  matter  of  major  importance, 
superpower  competition  was  replaced  with 
international  cooperation.  The  United  Na¬ 
tions,  in  one  of  its  finest  moments,  con¬ 
structed  a  measured,  principled,  deliberate, 
and  courageous  response  to  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein.  It  stood  up  to  an  outlaw  who  invaded 
Kuwait,  who  threatened  many  states  within 
the  region,  who  sought  to  set  a  menacing 
precedent  for  the  post-cold-war  world.  The 
coalition  effort  established  a  model  for  the 
collective  settlement  of  disputes.  Members 
set  the  goal,  the  liberation  of  Kuwait,  and 
devised  a  courageous,  unified  means  of 
achieving  that  goal. 

And  now,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  a 


real  chance  to  fulfill  the  U.N.  Charter’s  am¬ 
bition  of  working  “to  save  succeeding  gen¬ 
erations  from  the  scourge  of  war,  to  reaf¬ 
firm  faith  in  fundamental  human  rights,  in 
the  dignity  and  worth  of  the  human  person, 
in  the  equal  rights  of  men  and  women  and 
nations  large  and  small  to  promote  social 
progress  and  better  standards  of  life  in 
larger  freedom.”  Those  are  the  words  from 
the  charter.  We  will  not  revive  these  ideals 
if  we  fail  to  acknowledge  the  challenge  that 
the  renewal  of  history  presents. 

In  Europe  and  Asia,  nationalist  passions 
have  flared  anew,  challenging  borders, 
straining  the  fabric  of  international  society. 
At  the  same  time,  around  the  world,  many 
age-old  conflicts  still  fester.  You  see  signs  of 
this  tumult  right  here.  The  United  Nations 
has  mounted  more  peacekeeping  missions 
in  the  last  36  months  than  during  its  first  43 
years.  And  although  we  now  seem  merciful¬ 
ly  liberated  from  the  fear  of  nuclear  holo¬ 
caust,  these  smaller,  virulent  conflicts 
should  trouble  us  all.  We  must  face  this 
challenge  squarely:  First,  by  pursuing  the 
peaceful  resolution  of  disputes  now  in 
progress;  second  and  more  importantly,  by 
trying  to  prevent  others  from  erupting. 

No  one  here  can  promise  that  today's  bor¬ 
ders  will  remain  fixed  for  all  time.  But  we 
must  strive  to  ensure  the  peaceful,  negotiat¬ 
ed  settlement  of  border  disputes.  We  also 
must  promote  the  cause  of  international 
harmony  by  addressing  old  feuds.  We 
should  take  seriously  the  charter’s  pledge 
“to  practice  tolerance  and  live  together  in 
peace  with  one  another  as  good  neighbors.” 

UNGA  Resolution  3379,  the  so-called  “Zi¬ 
onism  is  racism”  resolution,  mocks  this 
pledge  and  the  principles  upon  which  the 
United  Nations  was  founded.  And  I  call  now 
for  its  repeal.  Zionism  is  not  a  policy;  it  is 
the  idea  that  led  to  the  creation  of  a  home 
for  the  Jewish  people,  to  the  State  of  Israel. 
And  to  equate  Zionism  with  the  intolerable 
sin  of  racism  is  to  twist  history  and  forget 
the  terrible  plight  of  Jews  in  World  War  II 
and,  indeed,  throughout  history.  To  equate 
Zionism  with  racism  is  to  reject  Israel  itself, 
a  member  of  good  standing  of  the  United 
Nations.  This  body  cannot  claim  to  seek 
peace  and  at  the  same  time  challenge  Isra¬ 
el’s  right  to  exist.  By  repealing  this  resolu- 
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tion  unconditionally,  the  United  Nations 
will  enhance  its  credibility  and  serve  the 
cause  of  peace. 

As  we  work  to  meet  the  challenge  posed 
by  the  resumption  of  history,  we  also  must 
defend  the  charter’s  emphasis  on  inalien¬ 
able  human  rights.  Government  has  failed  if 
citizens  cannot  speak  their  minds,  if  they 
can’t  form  political  parties  freely  and  elect 
governments  without  coercion,  if  they  can’t 
practice  their  religion  freely,  if  they  can’t 
raise  their  families  in  peace,  if  they  can’t 
enjoy  a  just  return  from  their  labor,  if  they 
can’t  live  fruitful  lives  and,  at  the  end  of 
their  days,  look  upon  their  achievements 
and  their  society’s  progress  with  pride. 

Politicians  who  talk  about  democracy  and 
freedom  but  provide  neither  eventually  will 
feel  the  sting  of  public  disapproval  and  the 
power  of  people’s  yearning  to  live  free. 

Some  nations  still  deny  their  basic  rights 
to  the  people.  And  too  many  voices  cry  out 
for  freedom.  For  example,  the  people  of 
Cuba  suffer  oppression  at  the  hands  of  a 
dictator  who  hasn’t  gotten  the  word,  the 
lone  hold-out  in  an  otherwise  democratic 
hemisphere,  a  man  who  hasn’t  adapted  to  a 
world  that  has  no  use  for  totalitarian  tyran¬ 
ny.  Elsewhere,  despots  ignore  the  hearten¬ 
ing  fact  that  the  rest  of  the  world  has  em¬ 
barked  upon  a  new  age  of  liberty. 

The  renewal  of  history  also  imposes  an 
obligation  to  remain  vigilant  about  new 
threats  and  old.  We  must  expand  our  efforts 
to  control  nuclear  proliferation.  We  must 
work  to  prevent  the  spread  of  chemical  and 
biological  weapons  and  the  missiles  to  deliv¬ 
er  them.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  put 
forward  my  Middle  East  arms  initiative,  a 
comprehensive  approach  to  stop  and, 
where  possible,  reverse  the  accumulation  of 
arms  in  that  part  of  the  world  most  prone 
to  violence. 

We  must  remember  that  self-interest  will 
tug  nations  in  different  directions  and  that 
struggles  over  perceived  interests  will  flare 
sometimes  into  violence.  We  can  never  say 
with  confidence  where  the  next  conflict 
may  arise.  And  we  cannot  promise  eternal 
peace,  not  while  demagogs  peddle  false 
promises  to  people  hungry  with  hope,  not 
while  terrorists  use  our  citizens  as  pawns 
and  drug  dealers  destroy  our  peoples.  We, 
as  a  result,  we  must  band  together  to  over¬ 


whelm  affronts  to  basic  human  dignity. 

It  is  no  longer  acceptable  to  shrug  and 
say  that  one  man’s  terrorist  is  another  man’s 
freedom  fighter.  Let’s  put  the  law  above 
the  crude  and  cowardly  practice  of  hostage¬ 
holding. 

In  a  world  defined  by  change,  we  must 
be  as  firm  in  principle  as  we  are  flexible  in 
our  response  to  changing  international  con¬ 
ditions.  That’s  especially  true  today  of  Iraq. 
Six  months  after  the  passage  of  U.N.  Securi¬ 
ty  Council  Resolutions  687  and  688, 
Saddam  continues  to  rebuild  his  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  and  subject  the  Iraqi 
people  to  brutal  repression.  Saddam’s  con¬ 
tempt  for  U.N.  resolutions  was  first  demon¬ 
strated  back  in  August  of  1990.  And  it  con¬ 
tinues  even  as  I  am  speaking.  His  govern¬ 
ment  refuses  to  permit  unconditional  heli¬ 
copter  inspections  and  right  now  is  refusing 
to  allow  U.N.  inspectors  to  leave  inspected 
premises  with  documents  relating  to  an 
Iraqi  nuclear  weapons  program. 

And  it  is  the  United  States  view  that  we 
must  keep  the  United  Nations  sanctions  in 
place  as  long  as  he  remains  in  power.  And 
this  also  shows  that  we  cannot  compromise 
for  a  moment  in  seeing  that  Iraq  destroys 
all  of  its  weapons  of  mass  destruction  and 
the  means  to  deliver  them.  And  we  will  not 
compromise. 

This  is  not  to  say,  and  let  me  be  clear  on 
this  one,  that  we  should  punish  the  Iraqi 
people.  Let  me  repeat,  our  argument  has 
never  been  with  the  people  of  Iraq.  It  was 
and  is  with  a  brutal  dictator  whose  arro¬ 
gance  dishonors  the  Iraqi  people.  Security 
Council  Resolution  706  created  a  responsi¬ 
ble  mechanism  for  sending  humanitarian 
relief  to  innocent  Iraqi  citizens.  We  must 
put  that  mechanism  to  work. 

We  must  not  abandon  our  principled 
stand  against  Saddam’s  aggression.  This  co¬ 
operative  effort  has  liberated  Kuwait,  and 
now  it  can  lead  to  a  just  government  in 
Iraq.  And  when  it  does,  when  it  does,  the 
Iraqi  people  can  look  forward  to  better 
lives,  free  at  home,  free  to  engage  in  a 
world  beyond  their  borders. 

The  resumption  of  history  also  permits 
the  United  Nations  to  resume  the  important 
business  of  promoting  the  values  that  I’ve 
discussed  today.  This  body  can  serve  as  a 
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vehicle  through  which  willing  parties  can 
settle  old  disputes.  In  the  months  to  come,  I 
look  forward  to  working  with  Secretary- 
General  Perez  de  Cuellar  and  his  successor 
as  we  pursue  peace  in  such  diverse  and 
troubled  lands  as  Afghanistan,  Cambodia, 
Cyprus,  El  Salvador,  and  the  Western 
Sahara. 

The  United  Nations  can  encourage  free- 
market  development  through  its  interna¬ 
tional  lending  and  aid  institutions.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  United  Nations  should  not  dictate 
the  particular  forms  of  government  that  na¬ 
tions  should  adopt.  But  it  can  and  should 
encourage  the  values  upon  which  this  orga¬ 
nization  was  founded.  Together,  we  should 
insist  that  nations  seeking  our  acceptance 
meet  standards  of  human  decency. 

Where  institutions  of  freedom  have  lain 
dormant,  the  United  Nations  can  offer  them 
new  life.  These  institutions  play  a  crucial 
role  in  our  quest  for  a  new  world  order,  an 
order  in  which  no  nation  must  surrender 
one  iota  of  its  own  sovereignty,  an  order 
characterized  by  the  rule  of  law  rather  than 
the  resort  to  force,  the  cooperative  settle¬ 
ment  of  disputes  rather  than  anarchy  and 
bloodshed,  and  an  unstinting  belief  in 
human  rights. 

Finally,  you  may  wonder  about  America’s 


role  in  the  new  world  that  I  have  described. 
Let  me  assure  you,  the  United  States  has  no 
intention  of  striving  for  a  Pax  Americana. 
However,  we  will  remain  engaged.  We  will 
not  retreat  and  pull  back  into  isolationism. 
We  will  offer  friendship  and  leadership. 
And  in  short,  we  seek  a  pax  universalis  built 
upon  shared  responsibilities  and  aspirations. 

To  all  assembled,  we  have  an  opportunity 
to  spare  our  sons  and  daughters  the  sins  and 
errors  of  the  past.  We  can  build  a  future 
more  satisfying  than  any  our  world  has  ever 
known.  The  future  lies  undefined  before  us, 
full  of  promise,  littered  with  peril.  We  can 
choose  the  kind  of  world  we  want,  one  blis¬ 
tered  by  the  fires  of  war  and  subjected  to 
the  whims  of  coercion  and  chance,  or  one 
made  more  peaceful  by  reflection  and 
choice.  Take  this  challenge  seriously.  In¬ 
spire  future  generations  to  praise  and  ven¬ 
erate  you,  to  say:  “On  the  ruins  of  conflict, 
these  brave  men  and  women  built  an  era  of 
peace  and  understanding.  They  inaugurated 
a  new  world  order,  an  order  worth  preserv¬ 
ing  for  the  ages.” 

Good  luck  to  each  and  every  one  of  you. 
And  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:44  p.m.  in 
the  General  Assembly  Hall  at  the  United 
Nations. 


Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  Hosted  by  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar  in  New  York  City 
September  23,  1991 


The  Secretary-General.  Excellencies, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  a  great  pleasure 
for  me  to  welcome  to  the  United  Nations 
our  guest  of  honor,  President  Bush;  and  also 
to  welcome  Their  Excellencies,  Mr.  Fernan¬ 
do  Collor,  President  of  the  Federal  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Brazil;  Alfredo  Felix  Cristiani  Buck- 
ard,  President  of  the  Republic  of  El  Salva¬ 
dor;  Mr.  Amata  Kabua,  President  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  the  Marshall  Islands;  Mr.  Bailey 
Olter,  President  of  the  Federated  States  of 
Micronesia;  the  Honorable  James  Brendan 
Bolger,  Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand;  Dr. 
Gro  Harlem  Brundtland,  Prime  Minister  of 


Norway;  Dr.  Carlos  Torres  y  Torres  Lara, 
Prime  Minister  of  Peru.  I  should  also  like  to 
extend  my  warm  greetings  to  the  distin¬ 
guished  Foreign  Ministers  and  Permanent 
Representatives  accompanying  them. 

Distinguished  guests,  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  convenes  this  year  against  the  back¬ 
ground  of  a  transformed  global  scene  and  a 
rejuvenated  United  Nations.  We  are,  of 
course,  faced  with  questions  to  some  of 
which  there  are  no  easy  answers.  But  the 
very  nature  of  those  questions  indicates  the 
depth  and  radical  nature  of  the  change  that 
has  taken  place. 
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New  horizons  have  been  opened  before 
us  and  our  thinking  has  been  unshackled.  It 
has  been  an  immense  achievement  of  the 
world’s  leadership.  To  all  who  initiated,  en¬ 
couraged,  promoted,  or  facilitated  it,  hu¬ 
manity  pays  its  tribute  as  history  will  no 
doubt  laud  their  accomplishment. 

Among  them,  a  great  architect  of  change 
is  George  Bush,  the  President  of  our  host 
country.  As  a  former  Permanent  Represent¬ 
ative  to  the  United  Nations,  he  knows  our 
organization  intimately  and,  therefore,  per¬ 
ceives  its  full  potential.  As  he  said  when 
addressing  the  General  Assembly  last  year, 
and  I  quote:  “Not  since  1945  have  we  seen 
the  real  possibility  of  using  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  as  it  was  designed,  as  a  center  for 
international  collective  security.” 

The  world  expects  that  this  potential  will 
be  fully  used  to  seize  the  unique  opportuni¬ 
ty  which  has  now  been  offered.  This  is  the 
opportunity  to  usher  in  a  new  era  in  which 
under  the  rule  of  law  disputes  will  not  be 
left  to  fester,  aggression  will  enjoy  no  impu¬ 
nity,  and  oppression  no  license. 

It  should  be  an  era  in  which  the  other 
dimensions  of  peace,  protecting  human 
rights,  reducing  poverty,  limiting  weapons, 
and  saving  the  environment,  will  be  ad¬ 
dressed  with  a  sense  of  urgent  concern. 

Even  though  I  am  daily  reminded  of  the 
formidable  difficulties  in  the  way,  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  these  expectations 
are  by  no  means  utopian.  We  need  no 
magic  to  meet  them.  We  need  fidelity  to 
the  principles  so  articulated  in  our  charter. 
We  need  patient  efforts  undertaken  with 
objectivity  and  common  sense  and,  I  would 
stress,  compassion.  We  are  looking  at  a 
world  scarred  with  suffering  but  also  bright¬ 
ened  by  hope.  We  trust  that  world  states¬ 
manship  will  alleviate  the  one  and  answer 
the  other. 

Excellencies,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask 
you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  the  health  of 
our  distinguished  guests  of  honor,  to  the 
well-being  of  their  countries,  and  to  peace 
in  the  world. 

The  President  Mr.  Secretary-General  and 
distinguished  members  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  community,  excellencies,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  and  dear  friends:  For  many 
years,  even  though  we  left  after  only  2 
years,  Barbara  and  I  regarded  this  as  kind 


of  a  second  home. 

And  I  walked  into  this  dining  room  a 
minute  ago,  and  I  had  a  lot  of  thoughts. 
Some  of  them  were  kings  and  potentates 
and  foreign  ministers  and  prime  ministers 
who  were  eating  here  elbow-to-elbow.  But  I 
remember  a  woman  named  Alice  that  used 
to  wait  on  the  tables  here.  And  she  would 
take  a  king  or  the  lowly  of  us  new  Perm 
Reps  and  put  us  right  in  the  same  basket 
and  make  us  all  feel  very  much  at  home. 
And  it  was  a  wonderful  experience.  I  don’t 
know  what  happened  to  Alice,  but  I  think 
that  spirit  is  still  prevailing  here  at  the 
United  Nations.  And  people  that  haven’t 
served  here,  I  think,  sometimes  don’t  real¬ 
ize  that  it  does  exist.  So  this  is,  for  me,  a 
wonderful  homecoming  reunion. 

Somebody  once  observed,  “The  character 
of  a  people  is  embodied  in  its  leaders.”  Mr. 
Secretary-General,  once  again,  as  I  said  to 
the  G.A.,  the  character  of  the  U.N.  for  the 
last  several  years  has  been  embodied  in 
you.  You  and  the  other  leaders  have  wit¬ 
nessed  this  great  change  in  the  past  several 
years,  changes  that  brought  an  end  to, 
again,  the  superpower  rivalry  that  dominat¬ 
ed  many  of  the  debates  here  and,  indeed, 
poisoned  the  international  arena. 

But  the  passing  of  this  rivalry  has  enabled 
the  U.N.  to  assume  its  proper  role  on  the 
world  stage,  the  role  that  was  envisioned 
some  45  years  ago  by  its  founders.  And  his¬ 
tory  is  going  to  record  that  at  the  onset  of 
this  decade,  the  U.N.  regained  the  faith  of 
its  founders  by  responding  with  courage 
and  vision  to  the  invasion  of  Kuwait.  And 
you  helped  the  nations  of  the  world  restore 
peace  and  stability  to  the  Gulf  by  reversing 
the  tide  of  aggression  against  a  member 
state. 

So,  a  new  wave  of  freedom  now  sweeps 
the  globe.  And  in  virtually  every  corner  of 
the  world,  governments  that  have  been  re¬ 
pressive  have  been  swept  aside.  And  in 
their  place  have  sprung  up  democracies — 
fragile,  some — but  democracies  which  can 
and  must  be  nurtured  to  withstand  the 
daunting  difficulties  that  they  confront.  And 
I  think  a  collective  task  here  would  be  to 
strengthen  this  trend  towards  freedom, 
these  democracies,  affirming  the  rights  of 
the  individual  while  truly  responding  to  the# 
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collective  will  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Secretary-General,  I  wrote  down  a 
quote  of  yours:  “Resolution  of  conflicts,  ob¬ 
servance  of  human  rights,  and  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  development,  together  weave  the 
fabric  of  peace.  If  one  of  these  strands  is 
removed,  the  tissue  will  unravel.”  Well,  sir, 
you’ve  played  a  central  role  in  binding  this 
fabric  of  peace.  You’ve  helped  lessen  ten¬ 
sions  around  the  world  in  a  time  of  tremen¬ 
dous  change.  And  by  keeping  your  eye 
fixed  on  the  horizon,  sir,  you’ve  helped  the 
U.N.  find  the  road  to  peace. 

I  wouldn’t  dare  say  that  I  speak  for  every¬ 
body  here  on  most  subjects.  It  just  wouldn’t 
work  that  way.  But  on  this  one,  I  think,  I 


confidently  think  that  I  speak  for  everybody 
in  this  room  when  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of 
freedom-loving  peoples  everywhere.  And  I 
congratulate  you,  sir,  on  a  job  well-done. 
And  so,  I  propose  to  all  that  we  raise  our 
glasses  to  the  cause  of  peace,  to  the  health 
of  our  dear  friend  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar, 
and  to  the  liberty  we  can  and  must  achieve 
for  the  children  of  this  world. 

Thank  you. 

Note:  The  remarks  began  at  1:45  p.m.  in  the 
Delegate  Dining  Room  at  the  Intercontinen¬ 
tal  Hotel  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  New  York  City  on  the  Situation  in  Iraq 
September  23,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  prepared  to 
send  additional  U.S.  forces  into  the  Gulf 
region  to  respond  to - 

The  President.  You  know,  I’m  not  going 
to  take  any  questions  here,  Jim  [Jim  Miklas- 
zewski,  NBC  News].  We’re  trying  to  sort  all 
this  out,  exactly  what  the  facts  are.  We’re 
not  going  to  go  do  anything  before  we  un¬ 
derstand  the  facts.  We  are  determined  that 
the  resolutions  will  be  implemented  fully. 
And  I  tried  to  set  that  tone  in  the  speech  I 
made.  But  until  we  know  a  little  more, 
why,  there’s  going  to  be  no  decisions  on 
what  the  United  States  would  do.  Indeed,  a 
lot  of  other  countries  in  the  United  Nations 
have  a  keen  interest  in  this,  and  we’re  in¬ 
terested  in  finding  out  what  they  think. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  believe  Brazil 


could  help  you  more  in  the  Gulf  effort 
again? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  Brazil  was 
out  front  early  on,  standing  up  against  ag¬ 
gression,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  think  that 
will  change. 

Q.  Do  you  think - 

The  President.  Thank  you.  Hey,  listen, 
this  isn’t  a  press  conference.  Thank  you 
very  much  for  your  interest. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  3:15  p.m.  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel ,  prior  to  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  President  Fernando  Coll  or  de 
Mello  of  Brazil.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  this  ex¬ 
change. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  New  York  City  Following  Discussions 
With  President  Carlos  Perez  of  Venezuela 
September  24,  1991 


Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  all  consulting 
with  other  members  of  the  Security  Council 
before  the  meeting  this  evening? 


President  Bush .  We  always  consult  with 
other  members  before  meetings,  yes. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  some,  have  you 
talked  to  any  today?  Any  of  the  members 
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today? 

President  Bush.  I’m  talking  to  one  right 
now. 

Q.  You  mentioned  Mr.  Mitterrand - 

President  Bush.  I  talked  to  the  President 
of  France,  yes. 

Q.  Anyone  else? 

President  Bush.  No,  no. 

Q.  No  one  else  on  the  Security  Council? 

President  Bush.  We  have  our  representa¬ 
tives  there.  There’s  a  lot  of  consultation 
going  on. 

Q.  Why  are  you  being  so  patient  with  Mr. 
Hussein,  Saddam  Hussein?  Waiting  for  him 
to  get  the  message? 

President  Bush.  He’ll  get  the  message. 

Q.  Are  you  waiting  for  him  to  get  the 


message? 

President  Bush.  Hell  get  the  message. 
He’ll  understand  that  we’re  all  very  serious. 

I  agree  with  what  the  President  of  Ven¬ 
ezuela  just  said,  and  that  is  that  the  United 
Nations  has  a  very  major  role  here. 

Q.  President  Perez,  has  the  U.S.  been  too 
patient? 

President  Perez.  I  think  the  United  States 
has  shown  that  they  respect  the  decisions  of 
the  United  Nations  and  that  it  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  United  Nations  to  face  up  to 
the  situation. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  2:40  p.m.  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
this  exchange. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  New  York  City 
September  24,  1991 


Q.  How  about  a  handshake,  please? 

The  President.  You’ve  got  it.  You  want  a 
standing  handshake  or  a  seated  handshake? 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  there  any  CIA 
people  in  that  U.N.  inspection  team? 

The  President.  Can  you  imagine  asking  a 
question  like  that?  You  know  I  never  dis¬ 
cuss  questions  of  that  nature. 

Q.  Iraq  says  or  claims  that  there  are 
American  spies. 

The  President.  Iraq  ought  to  simply 
comply  with  the  United  Nations  resolutions. 
That’s  what  they  ought  to  do. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  believe  that  the 
Resolution  425  will  be  implemented  this 
year? 

The  President.  We  want  to  see  all  the _ 

the  resolution - 

Q.  Resolution  425. 

The  President.  We  want  to  see  everything 
implemented  as  best  it  can  be,  and  that’s 
our  position,  one  of  the  principal  positions 
we  take  with  the  United  Nations. 

Yes,  and  this  is  really  the  last  one.  This  is 
really  what  we  call  a  photo  opportunity. 


Lebanon 

Q.  You’ve  always  said  that  you’ve  sup¬ 
ported  Lebanon  and  you  support  all  the 
agreements  about  Lebanon.  We  need 
action.  What  do  you  intend  to  do? 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  not  sure  the 
United  States  can  take  unilateral  action.  As 
I  mentioned  at  the  United  Nations  yester¬ 
day,  this  is  an  era  where  concerted  interna¬ 
tional  action  is  taking  precedence  over,  and 
properly  so,  over  unilateral  steps.  But  in  the 
first  place,  we  have  been  supportive  of  ac¬ 
cords  that  have  taken  place  outside  of  the 
United  Nations.  I’m  thinking  of  Taif  and 
some  of  these  things.  But  we  simply  want  to 
be  a  catalyst,  if  we  can,  for  peace.  We  don’t 
have  to  always  go  in  lockstep  with  the 
United  Nations,  but  we’d  like  to  see  that  be 
the  cutting  edge  for  these  very  tangled  situ¬ 
ations. 

But  as  you  know,  in  the  whole  Middle 
East,  Secretary  Baker  and  I  are  working 
very  hard  to  see  countries  in  the  area  take  a 
major  step  forward.  That’s  something  the 
United  States  can  do.  That’s  something  that 
would  clearly  be  of  long-range  benefit  for 
Lebanon  if  it  works. 

So,  we  will  pursue  certain  courses,  work- 
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ing  with  friends  in  these  different  areas. 
But  we  also  think  that  sometimes  multilat¬ 
eral  agreements  are  a  good  way  to  go.  I 
can’t  tell  you  what  individual  steps  we’ll 
take,  but  I’m  anxious  to  know  what  the 
President  thinks  that  we  might  do  to  be  of 
further  help. 


Note:  The  exchange  began  at  3:40  p.m.  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel,  prior  to  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  President  Ilyas  Harawi  of  Leba¬ 
non.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Fundraising  Dinner  in  East 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey 
September  24,  1991 


Thank  you  so  much,  Governor  Kean  and 
Deb,  for  meeting  us,  welcoming  us  back  to 
this  great  State.  I  do  feel  like  I’ve  been  here 
many  times,  and  frankly,  I  wish  Tom  Kean 
were  still  Governor  of  this  State. 

I  also  want  to  single  out  Mike  Castle,  the 
Governor  of  Delaware,  for  making  the  trip 
up  here  in  support  of  our  candidates  in 
these  important  elections  that  are  coming 
up.  Mike  was  a  great  leader  in  the  battle  for 
our  education  program  that  I’m  going  to 
mention — a  minute  ago — one  of  the  Gover¬ 
nors  that  was  clearly  out  front  in  that,  doing 
a  great  job  in  one  of  our  neighboring  States. 
And  Mike,  thanks  for  coming  all  this  way. 

And  I  can’t  tell  you  what  a  joy  it  is  to 
have  at  my  side  every  day  in  Washington 
another  son  of  New  Jersey,  Nick  Brady,  our 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  well-known. 

And  may  I  salute  our  chairman,  Bob 
Franks;  our  Republican  leader,  John 
Dorsey;  the  assembly  Republican  leader, 
Chuck  Haytaian;  along  with  my  old  friend 
Bo  Sullivan.  You’ve  got  a  good  team  work¬ 
ing  the  problem  for  the  fall,  and  I’m  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  with  them. 

May  I  also  suggest  that  you  look  carefully 
at  the  team  behind  us,  the  delegation 
behind  us  there.  New  Jersey  is  well-repre¬ 
sented.  And  I  wish  all  of  them  well  in  their 
quests  for  the  fall,  and  whatever  you’re  run¬ 
ning  for,  good  luck.  God  bless  all  of  you. 
Thanks  for  being  here. 

Well,  I’ve  come  here  today  fresh  from — 
that  means  “immediately  from,”  not  neces¬ 
sarily  “fresh  feeling” — [ laughter ] — from  2 
days  of  meetings  over  at  the  U.N.  in  New 
York  City.  And  it  really,  as  Tom  said,  it  is 


mind-boggling  to  contemplate  the  changes 
that  have  swept  our  world  in  the  last  few 
years,  even  in  the  last  few  months.  In  my 
address  to  the  General  Assembly  I  tried  to 
provide  some  context  to  those  extraordinary 
developments. 

Freedom  is  an  idea  whose  time  has  come 
in  Eastern  Europe,  across  the  great  land 
mass  of  Asia,  in  Africa,  and  right  here  in  our 
own  hemisphere,  right  here  in  the  Ameri¬ 
cas.  And  let  me  tell  you,  every  person  in 
this  room  can  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  one 
Nation  has  been  in  the  vanguard  of  this 
exciting  movement  toward  freedom  day  in 
and  day  out,  year  after  year.  And  that 
Nation  is  the  United  States  of  America.  And 
we  all  should  be  proud  of  it. 

Just  last  month  when  a  coup  threatened 
to  set  back  the  cause  of  freedom  and  de¬ 
mocracy  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  United 
States  stood  firmly  on  the  side  of  freedom, 
against  the  coup  plotters,  and  with  the 
people  of  the  Soviet  Union.  And  after  the 
coup  failed,  both  Boris  Yeltsin  and  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  called  me  to  say  how  fundamen¬ 
tally  important  it  had  been  to  have  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  American  people. 

We  have  that  strength  for  the  values  that 
people  respect  all  around  the  world.  And  as 
Barbara  and  I  travel  all  around  the  world, 
we  hear  it  time  and  again:  America  has  a 
disproportionate  responsibility  to  lead.  And 
I  can  assure  you  we’re  going  to  continue  to 
do  that  because  I  believe,  and  I  know  this, 
that  it’s  good  for  our  country.  And  I  think 
it’s  good  for  the  cause  of  world  peace. 

Tonight  I’m  here  for  the  same  reason 
many  of  you  are,  because  we  believe  in  the 
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potential  of  the  New  Jersey  Republicans. 
I’ve  been  campaigning  alongside  of  many  of 
you  in  this  State  for  years,  and  that’s  why. 
And  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  my  first 
political  trip  as  Vice  President  back  in  ’81, 
my  first  one  was  a  State  party  fundraiser 
right  up  the  parkway  at  Kean  College.  Exit 
140,  isn’t  it?  Anyway,  it’s  in  there  some¬ 
where.  [Laughter]  But  I  like  to  campaign 
here  because  New  Jersey  Republicans  typify 
our  belief  in  faith,  in  family,  and  in  individ¬ 
ual  initiative.  And  that’s  what  New  Jersey 
voters  want  in  their  leaders.  They’re  not 
getting  that  now,  and  that’s  what  these 
elections  are  about  that  are  coming  up  just 
in  a  few  weeks  from  today. 

No  matter  where  they  live  in  this  diverse 
State,  the  beautiful  shore  counties  down 
there,  and  communities  over  in  Ocean 
County,  the  suburbs  of  Bergen  and  Essex, 
or  the  sprawling  open  country  in  western 
Jersey,  the  counties  of  Hunterton  or 
Warren — [applause] — I  knew  we’d  get  this 
crowd  on  that  one.  Chuck  brought  the  team 
along  here.  But  New  Jerseyites  are  main¬ 
stream  voters.  And  I  can  tell  you  the  Re¬ 
publicans  define  the  mainstream  in  this 
State.  And  because  of  that  I  honestly  be¬ 
lieve,  after  talking  to  the  political  leaders, 
reading  about  the  problems  of  the  State — 
the  quest  for  innovation,  I  might  add,  that 
the  people  in  this  State  want — I  believe  that 
Republicans  will  take  back  the  assembly 
and  the  senate  in  the  fall. 

And  I’ve  heard  about  the  job  that’s  been 
done  by  the  party  leadership  and  the 
county  leaders  recruiting  candidates,  proof 
that  the  New  Jersey  GOP  is  forward-looking 
and  inclusive.  And  in  fact,  more  women 
and  minorities  are  running  for  office  as  Re¬ 
publicans  than  as  Democrats  than  ever 
before.  And  we’ll  run  on  the  Republican 
record,  and  it’s  a  good  record  both  here  in 
New  Jersey  and  nationally  as  well. 

You’ve  got  good  top  leaders:  Bob  Franks 
at  the  party  headquarters  and  Chuck  here 
in  the  assembly  and  John  Dorsey  in  the 
senate.  And  they  know  the  principles  that 
Republicans  stand  for.  We  stand  for  free 
markets  and  free  people,  the  power  of  the 
individual,  the  potential  of  innovation.  And 
that’s  at  the  heart  of  our  domestic  agenda. 
And  we  believe  in  measuring  success  by 
how  many  lives  we  enrich,  how  many  fami¬ 


lies  we  strengthen — and  thank  goodness  for 
the  family — and  how  much  faith  we  have  in 
our  future.  And  those  are  the  building 
blocks  for  a  better  America,  and  Republi¬ 
cans  will  not  forget  that. 

Our  domestic  agenda  begins  by  an  abid¬ 
ing  trust  in  the  American  people.  And  it 
tries  to  carry  that  faith  forward  into  the 
future.  Take,  for  example,  our  housing  pro¬ 
posals:  Turn  housing  residents  into  home- 
owners;  that’s  what  it’s  about.  Strip  them  of 
the  indignity  that  comes  from  the  hopeless¬ 
ness  of  living  in  projects  with  no  real 
future.  Make  homeowners  out  of  them.  We 
believe  in  tenant  management.  We  believe 
our  public  housing  citizens  can  manage 
their  own  affairs  and  contribute  to  our  soci¬ 
ety.  And  that’s  the  philosophy. 

And  I’m  a  little  tired  of  hearing  Demo¬ 
crats  say  we  have  no  domestic  agenda.  The 
problem  is  their  domestic  agenda  is  to  crush 
our  domestic  agenda.  They’re  doing  noth¬ 
ing  but  griping,  refusing  to  consider  the 
new  ideas,  and  sending  me  a  bunch  of  gar¬ 
bage  I  will  not  sign.  I’ll  continue  to  veto  the 
bad  stuff  until  we  get  good  bills. 

Our  energy  package  attempts  to  conserve 
energy  while  encouraging  innovation.  Our 
transportation  package  gives  more  power  to 
local  authorities  who  know  their  own  needs. 
And  I  believe  that  we’re  making  headway 
now,  real  headway,  if  you  look  at  the  latest 
polling  figures  on  drug  usage.  I  believe 
we’re  making  headway  and  winning  the 
war  on  drugs.  And  the  national  drug  strate¬ 
gy  is  working.  And  thank  goodness  for  the 
people  on  the  front  lines,  the  community 
groups,  the  law  enforcement  people,  the 
private  sector,  right  there  at  the  local  level, 
the  level  closest  to  the  people. 

And  our  crime  package  is  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  in  American  history.  And  we’re 
determined  to  give  our  streets  and  our 
communities  back  to  the  people.  But  we 
need  more  help  down  there  in  Washington 
to  get  our  crime  package  through  the  Con¬ 
gress. 

We’ve  had  our  share  of  successes  on  the 
domestic  front.  I  take  great  pride  in  the 
fact  that  we  passed  child  care  legislation 
that  puts  choice  in  the  hands  of  parents, 
where  it  should  be;  a  Clean  Air  Act,  hailed 
by  environmentalists  and  business  alike, 
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that  uses  the  power  and  innovation  of  the 
marketplace  to  clean  our  Nation’s  air;  an 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  the  most 
far-reaching  civil  rights  bill  in  decades.  And 
that  was  all  passed  with  the  leadership  of 
the  Republican  administration  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

And  right  now  in  Congress  there’s  some 
debate  on  how  to  help  the  unemployed 
whose  benefits  have  run  out.  The  Demo¬ 
crats  want  us  to  pass  a  bill  and  simply  not 
pay  for  it,  push  it  on  over  to  future  genera¬ 
tions.  And  our  approach,  the  Dole  substi¬ 
tute,  it’s  called,  helps  the  unemployed — 
they  get  the  extended  benefit — but  who 
pays  for  the  program.  And  their  approach 
adds  to  an  already  humongous  deficit,  and 
ours  does  not.  Ours  pays  as  you  go  and 
takes  care  of  those  who  are  in  need.  And 
that  is  the  fundamental  difference  between 
the  Republicans  and  the  Democrats. 

I  mentioned  Mike  Castle  and  education.  I 
might  well  hark  back  to  the  leadership  Tom 
Kean  gave  in  education.  Everyone  in  this 
State,  everyone  in  the  Nation  knows  of  his 
leadership  on  education.  But  our  America 
2000  education  strategy  is  generating  a  cru¬ 
sade  for  excellence  in  education  in  State 
after  State  and  community  after  communi¬ 
ty.  Your  own  Tom  Kean,  as  I  say,  chairs 
what  we  call  the  New  American  Schools 
Development  Corporation.  It’s  an  innova¬ 
tive  part  of  the  America  2000  strategy. 

Across  the  board,  we’ve  got  a  good  record 
on  education.  And  if  I  might  be  permitted  a 
word  of  pride,  I  happen  to  think  the  First 
Lady  is  doing  a  pretty  darn  good  job  on 
volunteer  and  literacy  as  well. 

No,  we’ve  got  a  good  record,  I  believe. 
The  question  is  getting  it  out,  doing  it  in  a 
way  that  is  going  to  help  these  candidates.  I 
might  add,  it’s  very  important,  if  we  believe 
in  these  local  answers  we’d  better  get  good 
people  wrestling  the  problems  in  the  assem¬ 
bly.  But  in  order  to  build  a  better  country, 
a  better  America,  we’ve  got  to  have  more 
conviction  and  courage  in  Congress  and  in 
the  statehouses,  and  certainly,  as  I  say,  in 
the  assembly. 

It’s  time  to  bring  New  Jersey  back  to  the 
commonsense  policies  of  the  Republican 
Party.  And  I  believe  New  Jerseyans  will  ap¬ 
preciate  the  GOP  really  does  stand  for 
growth  and  opportunity  and  prosperity,  es¬ 


pecially  after  the  last  few  years.  From  my 
vantage  point,  I  don’t  want  to  be  prognosti¬ 
cating  and  be  one  of  these  guys  that  relies 
on  the  latest  figures,  but  I  think  it  looks  a 
little  shaky  for  the  Democrats.  [Laughter]  I 
heard  that  some  of  the  Democrats  in  Tren¬ 
ton  were  calling  the  captain  of  that  Greek 
cruise  liner  for  advice  on  how  to  abandon 
ship.  [Laughter] 

Our  administration’s  economic  growth 
agenda  promotes  growth  and  opportunity. 
And  it’s  for  all  Americans.  And  our  econom¬ 
ic  growth  package  is  one  that  creates  a 
right  climate  for  business  to  flourish.  We 
want  to  bring  down  the  tax  on  capital  gains 
so  that  investors  will  invest  money  in  new 
businesses,  new  ideas,  and  new  jobs.  And 
even  though  I  think  this  economy,  sluggish 
as  it’s  been,  is  recovering,  the  best  thing  to 
do  to  create  new  jobs  would  be  to  pass  that 
capital  gains  differential.  It  isn’t  a  relief  bill 
for  the  rich.  It’s  a  jobs  bill.  And  we  ought  to 
get  it  passed. 

We’ve  been  pushing  incentives  to  save. 
Tying  into  this  unemployment  compensa¬ 
tion  debate,  we’re  going  to  have  that  on  the 
floor.  We  need  more  R&D;  we  need  more 
savings  incentives  like  these  IRA’s.  And 
that’s  part  of  the  Republican  approach.  We 
want  to  bring  that  deficit  down,  and  so  I 
am  determined — we  have  caps  now  on 
spending,  and  I  am  determined  to  enforce 
those  caps  and  not  let  the  Democrats  who 
want  to  spend  try  to  go  around  the  budget 
agreement  that  was  worked  out  last  year. 

Another  area  that  I  take  pride  in  is  that 
we  are  for  free  trade.  We’re  determined 
that  America  will  remain  a  world  leader  in 
the  global  economy  because  we  want  to 
open  up  the  world  to  American  products. 
In  the  last  4  years  alone,  some  of  you  may 
not  realize  this,  exports  from  the  United 
States  have  increased  55  percent,  more 
than  twice  the  rate  of  import  growth.  And 
right  now  exports  have  galvanized  our 
economy.  Though  our  economy  has  been 
sluggish,  it’s  the  exports  side  that  has  been 
very  vibrant.  We  can  build  on  our  strengths 
to  create  more  growth,  more  opportunity, 
and  more  prosperity  if  we  have  sound  and 
sensible  trade  policies. 

One  more  point:  Last  year,  regulations 
cost  the  economy  at  least  $185  billion — reg- 
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ulations.  And  we  re  trying  to  do  something 
about  that.  The  Vice  President’s  Council  on 
Competitiveness  has  targeted  burdensome 
regulations;  you  know  the  ones.  They  stran¬ 
gle  productivity.  They  defy  logic  and  don’t 
effectively  or  efficiently  protect  the  public 
interests.  And  it’s  time  we  cut  through  this 
tangle  of  redtape  and  cleared  a  path  for 
economic  growth. 

I  know  some  of  you  don’t  like  this  nostal¬ 
gia,  particularly  given  what  you’re  putting 
up  with  today.  But  during  the  Kean  admin¬ 
istration,  New  Jersey  was  an  economic  pow¬ 
erhouse.  And  it  can  be  again.  It’s  time  to 
unleash  this  power  of  the  imagination.  Tom 
touched  on  that  and  worked  on  that  when 
he  was  a  Governor.  And  it’s  time  to  do  that 
now.  It’s  time  to  bring  commonsense  gov¬ 
ernment  back  to  Trenton. 

And  speaking  of  common  sense,  most 
people  know  Thomas  Paine’s  famous  words: 
“These  are  the  times  that  try  men’s  souls.” 
But  most  people  don’t  know  that  Thomas 
Paine,  true  story,  wrote  those  words  while 
in  New  Jersey  during  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Well,  these  times,  let’s  face  it,  try 
men’s  souls.  And  once  again,  you  can  make 
history  in  New  Jersey.  It  may  not  have  that 
same  context  of  a  revolution,  particularly 
when  you  compare  it  to  the  changes  that 
are  taking  place  all  around  the  world  still, 
in  Eastern  Europe  and,  hopefully,  in  the 
Middle  East  and  other  areas.  But  this  year 
you  can  do  something  about  it.  This  year 
this  State  can  go  Republican.  And  I  believe 


that  the  people  of  this  State  deserve  leader¬ 
ship  and  common  sense.  I  think  that  means 
they  deserve  a  Republican  assembly  and  a 
Republican  senate. 

So,  I  came  up  here  tonight  to  thank  our 
leaders,  to  wish  these  candidates  all  the 
best,  and  to  tell  you  this  parenthetically:  I 
looked  around  the  room,  and  we  had  a  little 
receiving  line  before  I  walked  in  here,  and 
I  saw  so  many  faces  that  were  very  support¬ 
ive  of  me  as  I  ran  for  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1988,  probably  almost  ev¬ 
erybody  in  this  room.  Maybe  we’ve  got  a 
few  converts,  I  don’t  know.  [Laughter]  But 
I  would  simply  say  this:  If  you  get  the  feel¬ 
ing  that  I  like  my  job,  you’re  right.  There 
has  never  been  a  more  exciting  time  in 
recent  history  to  be  President  of  the  United 
States.  I’m  proud  to  be  there.  I’m  grateful 
for  our  support.  Now,  give  me  the  kind  of 
philosophical  support  in  Trenton,  and  I’ll  be 
happier  still. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:40  p.m.  at 
the  East  Brunswick  Ramada  Renaissance 
Hotel.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to 
Thomas  Kean ,  former  Governor  of  New 
Jersey ,  and  his  wife ,  Debbie;  Assemblyman 
Bob  Franks,  State  Republican  Party  chair¬ 
man;  John  H.  Dorsey ,  State  senate  minority 
leader;  Garabed  Haytaian,  Assembly  minor¬ 
ity  leader;  and  Joseph  Sullivan,  president  of 
the  New  Jersey  Governor's  Club.  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  these  remarks. 


Nomination  of  Curtis  Warren  Kamman  To  Be  United  States 
Ambassador  to  the  Republic  of  Chile 


September  24,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Curtis  Warren  Kamman, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  career 
member  of  the  Senior  Foreign  Service,  class 
of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be  Ambassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Republic  of  Chile.  He 
would  succeed  Charles  A.  Gillespie,  Jr. 


Since  1989  Mr.  Kamman  served  as 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  European 
and  Canadian  Affairs  at  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to 
this  he  served  as  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Intelligence  and  Research  at  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State,  1987-1989. 

Mr.  Kamman  graduated  from  Yale  Uni- 
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versity  (B.A.,  1959).  He  was  born  January  married,  has  three  children,  and  resides  in 
15,  1939,  in  Chicago,  IL.  Mr.  Kamman  is  Washington,  DC. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Unemployment  Benefits  Legislation 
September  25,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  going  to  do 
anything  about  the  standoff  in  Iraq? 

The  President  This  is  a  photo  op  today,  a 
serious  one  with  no  questions. 

Senator  Dole.  We  guessed  right,  though. 

Q.  How  about  on  the  unemployment  leg¬ 
islation?  Are  you  going  to  be  able  to  turn 
around  the  veto? 

The  President  We’ve  got  a  very  good  pro¬ 
posal  on  unemployment.  And  it  extends 
benefits,  and  it’s  paid  for.  And  we’re  not 
going  to  give  up  on  that  approach.  We  call 
it  the  Dole  substitute,  I  call  it  the  Dole  bill, 
and  it’s  got  very  strong  support  by  good, 


thinking  people.  And  I  support  it.  And  yes, 
we  want  to  help  people,  but  also  we  want 
to  see  that  what  we  do  is  fiscally  sound.  And 
that’s  what  this  approach  is  all  about. 

Q .  Are  you  going  to  be  able  to  turn 
around  the  veto  override? 

The  President.  We’ll  cross  those  bridges 
when  we  get  to  them. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:02  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House ,  prior 
to  a  meeting  with  congressional  leaders.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  at  the  Minority  Business  Development  Week  Awards 

Ceremony 

September  25,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Please  be 
seated  and  welcome  to  the  East  Room.  And 
particularly,  welcome  to  our  Secretary  Bob 
Mosbacher,  our  SBA  Administrator  Pat 
Saiki,  right  behind  me  here.  I  want  to  single 
out  Maurice  Stans  who,  years  ago,  took  the 
real  national  leadership  role  in  the  minority 
enterprise  approach  that  brings  us  together 
today.  And  I  also  want  to  thank  two  leaders 
of  the  Congress  with  us  today,  John  LaFalce 
and  Andy  Ireland,  who  have  been  in  the 
forefront  of  all  of  this  for  a  long,  long  time. 

I’m  proud  to  take  part  again  in  this  spe¬ 
cial  week,  as  we  turn  the  spotlight  on  men 
and  women  who  have  transformed  the 
American  dream  into  a  series  of  all-Ameri¬ 
can  success  stories.  I  like  your  theme, 
“Building  a  Stronger  America  Through  Mi¬ 
nority  Business  Development.”  And  it 
touches  upon  two  principles  dear  to  me. 

First,  we  cannot  build  an  America  worthy 
of  its  people  if  we  do  not  extend  real  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  everyone  regardless  of  race,  creed, 


and  background  and  give  all  Americans  a 
chance  to  go  as  far  as  their  abilities  will 
take  them. 

And  second,  a  strong  and  vibrant  econo¬ 
my  holds  the  key  to  our  future  as  a  Nation. 
And  if  we  don’t  produce  new  products  and 
opportunities,  and  if  we  don’t  give  people 
of  modest  means  a  chance  to  become 
wealthy  by  virtue  of  their  boldness  and  dili¬ 
gence  and  genius,  then  we  lose  the  very 
foundation  of  democracy  and  our  lives  de¬ 
generate  into  a  scramble  for  scarce  goods, 
rather  than  in  a  march  towards  a  better 
future. 

Our  free  enterprise  system  cannot  sur¬ 
vive  without  the  full  participation  of  all 
racial  and  ethnic  groups.  And  it  cannot  sur¬ 
vive  if  it  offers  opportunity  to  some  and  not 
to  others.  And  it  can’t  survive  if  it  doesn’t 
produce  new  success  stories,  stories  like 
yours  that  inspire  young  men  and  women 
to  look  up  and  say,  “I  want  to  be  like 
them,” 
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Too  often  we  forget  that  hard  work  and 
success  are  also  forms  of  public  service. 
They  address  people’s  needs.  They  draw 
upon  individuals’  abilities.  They  provide 
role  models  for  youngsters  who  too  often 
draw  their  conclusions  about  life  from  tele¬ 
vision  shows  of  brash  hoods  out  on  the 
street. 

And  your  role  in  giving  incentive  to  mi¬ 
nority  young  people,  and  indeed  all  the 
youth  of  our  country,  simply  cannot  be 
overestimated.  You’re  educators  just  by 
working  to  be  successful.  And  you  can  do 
more.  Seize  every  opportunity  to  give  our 
young  people  the  will  to  complete  their 
education  and  to  better  prepare  themselves 
to  follow  in  your  footsteps.  This  is  one  of 
the  major  goals,  incidentally,  of  our  Amer¬ 
ica  2000  education  initiative. 

We  rejoice  that  so  much  of  our  world 
now  believes  in  free  enterprise  and  the 
kind  of  enterprise  demonstrated  by  the 
people  that  we  honor  here  today.  These 
awards  celebrate  the  American  spirit,  a 
spirit  that  looks  past  obstacles  and  chal¬ 
lenges,  identifies  goals,  and  then  says,  “I 
can  do  it.” 

Eleven  years  ago,  college  professor  Rich¬ 
ard  Cheng  founded  Eastern  Computers  and 
said,  “I  can  do  it.”  His  company  pioneered 
the  business  of  producing  multilingual  com¬ 
puter  systems.  It  occurs  to  me  that  if  he 
now  could  produce  a  system  that  would 
enable  parents  to  understand  their  kids — 
[laughter] — he  would  be  taking  things  a 
quantum  leap  forward.  But  in  any  event, 
Eastern  Computers  today  employs  nearly 
350  people.  It  generated  sales  of  $34  mil¬ 
lion  last  year. 

Hugh  Brown  had  an  idea  for  a  technical 
and  engineering  service  company,  and  he 
said,  “I  can  do  it.”  And  with  the  help  from 
SBA,  its  8(a)  program,  he  did  more  than 
compete.  He  found  his  own  place  in  our 
competitive  economy,  and  today  BAMSI 
employs  more  than  1,300  people,  and  its 
sales  last  year  exceeded  $84  million. 

Raymond  Haysbert  had  to  overcome  re¬ 
sistance  to  minority  enterprise.  He  knew  he 
could  do  it.  And  over  the  past  40  years,  he 
has  transformed  H.G.  Parks  into  a  house¬ 
hold  name.  Kids  across  the  country  call, 
“More  Parks  sausages,  Mom,  please,” — 
[laughter] — thus  proving  that  his  customers 


even  have  good  manners.  [Laughter]  His 
company  consistently  ranks  within  the  top 
100  black-owned  businesses  in  America.  Its 
sales  under  his  leadership  have  risen  from 
$30,000  a  year  to  more  than  $36  million, 
and  that’s  a  great  success  story. 

Gae  Veit  said,  “I  can  do  it.”  In  a  business 
in  which  women  form  a  significant  minori¬ 
ty,  the  construction  industry,  you  see,  she 
set  out  to  create  her  own  construction  firm 
back  in  1982.  And  roadblocks  surrounded 
Gae.  The  doubters  accosted  her,  but  she 
knew  what  she  wanted,  fought  for  it,  and 
got  it.  And  she  shaped  her  vision  by  naming 
her  company  “Shingobee”  which  means 
“beautiful  evergreen  tree”  in  her  Sioux  lan¬ 
guage.  And  Gae’s  beautiful  evergreen  tree 
has  grown  from  a  small  sapling  into  a  thing 
to  behold,  a  company  that  expects  to  do 
more  than  $10  million  worth  of  business 
this  year.  These  winners  and  many  more 
like  them  show  that  all  you  need  to  make  a 
difference  in  America  is  a  fair  shot  at  it,  a 
fair  chance.  And  your  lives  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  speak  loudly  and  say,  take  aim  at  an 
idea,  and  make  it  work. 

I’m  impressed  to  hear  you’re  hosting  a 
Youth  Awareness  Day  tomorrow  to  give 
young  people  the  chance  to  meet  successful 
business  men  and  women.  You  can  become 
their  role  models,  their  inspiration.  And 
maybe  one  day,  and  here’s  the  highest  com¬ 
pliment  of  all,  maybe  one  day  they’ll 
become  your  competition. 

Each  leader  here  today  and  others  across 
this  land  bear  witness  by  their  presence  to 
the  truth  of  a  statement  that  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan  made  nearly  100  years  ago: 
“Destiny  is  not  a  matter  of  chance;  it  is  a 
matter  of  choice.  It’s  not  a  thing  to  be 
waited  for;  it’s  a  thing  to  be  achieved.”  And 
you’ve  proven  all  of  that. 

So,  thank  you.  Congratulations  to  the  win¬ 
ners.  Congratulations  to  all  of  you,  and  may 
God  bless  the  United  States.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:31  a.m.  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  former  Secretary  of 
Commerce  Maurice  H.  Stans  and  Represent¬ 
atives  John  J.  LaFalce  and  Andy  Ireland. 
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Remarks  at  a  Ceremony  Honoring 
1990-1991  Blue  Ribbon  Schools 
September  25,  1991 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Thank 
you  ever  so  much,  Lamar  Alexander.  What 
a  job  our  Secretary  is  doing,  first-class.  I 
kind  of  like  the  music  beyond  the  wall  over 
there,  but  I  don’t  think  they  could  hold  a 
candle  to  the  Marine  Band.  I  want  to  thank 
them  very  much  for  being  here. 

And  I  know  that  all  of  you  were  perhaps 
as  disappointed  as  Barbara  and  I  were  by 
the  weather  today.  You  see,  we’d  planned 
on  hosting  all  800  of  you  on  the  White 
House  lawn.  And  here  I  am,  the  one  who 
ended  up  making  the  field  trip,  along  with 
Bar. 

But  let  me  recognize,  first  off,  the  many 
corporate  contributors  to  the  Blue  Ribbon 
Program  who  are  here  today.  And  of 
course,  I’m  very  pleased,  again,  to  intro¬ 
duce  or  to  acknowledge  or  to  thank  our 
first-rate  Secretary  of  Education,  Lamar  Al¬ 
exander,  who  got  us  over  here.  And  believe 
me,  he  is  a  real  taskmaster.  He  is  seeing  to 
it  that  both  Barbara  and  I  mind  our  “p’s” 
and  “q’s”  and  stay  actively  involved  in  this 
education  program  we  believe  so  strongly 
about. 

Barbara  and  I  are  delighted  to  recognize 
the  schools  that  represent  this  Nation’s  Blue 
Ribbon  best.  And  we’ve  bestowed  blue  rib¬ 
bons  now  for  9  years.  Some  of  your  schools 
are  no  strangers  to  the  winner’s  circle.  And 
today,  we  host  a  record  32  two-time  win¬ 
ners. 

We  meet  at  a  moment  when  this  Nation 
has  embarked  on  what  really  is  a  crusade 
for  real  reform,  revolutionary  reform  in  our 
schools,  a  crusade  we  call  America  2000,  a 
.revolution  that  will  ready  us  to  enter  the 
new  world  now  on  our  horizon.  As  you 
know,  right  now  the  news  for  American 
education  is  anything  but  good.  Part  of  the 
necessary  business  of  reform  is  to  shine  a 
light  into  the  dark  corners  of  the  system, 
focus  on  the  schools  that  aren’t  making  the 
grade,  shake  people  out  of  their  complacen¬ 
cy,  and  show  them  we  need  change. 

But  there’s  another  part,  another  part  of 
the  business  of  building  better  schools 


the  Department  of  Education’s 


across  America:  shining  the  spotlight  on  the 
schools  that  work  and  the  people  that  make 
them  work,  the  success  stories  like  each  one 
of  the  222  schools  here  today. 

Last  December,  with  the  world’s  atten¬ 
tion  riveted  on  Desert  Shield,  I  laid  out  five 
principles  to  guide  our  efforts  to  restructure 
and  revitalize  our  schools.  With  the  state  of 
our  schools  back  in  the  national  spotlight, 
those  principles  bear  repeating  today. 

First,  we’ve  got  to  raise  expectations,  hold 
our  schools  and  students  to  a  higher  level  of 
achievement.  Second,  we  must  decentralize 
the  authority,  clear  some  room  for  our 
teachers  and  principals  to  do  what  they  do 
best,  make  learning  come  alive.  And  third, 
we  need  responsible  schools,  customer- 
driven,  and  that  means  school  choice.  If  we 
want  to  create  a  climate  for  change,  let 
parents  decide  which  school,  public  or  pri¬ 
vate,  is  best  for  the  kids.  And  fourth,  we 
must  make  certain  our  schools  are  market- 
oriented.  By  that  I  mean  competition.  Com¬ 
petition  works  in  the  business  world;  it  can 
spur  excellence  in  our  schools.  And  fifth 
and  finally,  we  must  make  sure  that  our 
schools  are  performance-based.  We  need  to 
measure  our  schools  by  real  results,  by  the 
students  they  produce  rather  than  the  re¬ 
sources  that  we  pour  in.  Quite  simply,  then, 
measure  by  what  works. 

Two  years  ago,  I  met  with  the  Governors 
of  your  States  at  the  Education  Summit  in 
Charlottesville,  Virginia.  There  in  the 
shadow  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  university  we  set 
in  motion  the  process  that  identified  six  am¬ 
bitious  national  education  goals  to  prepare 
our  children  for  the  challenges  of  a  new 
century,  the  challenges  that  that  century  is 
destined  to  bring.  We  came  away  from 
Charlottesville  with  a  solid  consensus  that 
what  matters  most  is  results. 

Now,  a  few  days  from  now,  the  Gover¬ 
nors  and  members  of  our  administration 
who  together  constitute  the  National  Edu¬ 
cation  Goals  Panel  will  tell  us  just  how  far 
America  needs  to  go  to  reach  our  goals  for 
the  year  2000.  We  already  know  there  is 
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bad  news.  And  this  new  national  report 
card  isn’t  going  to  be  one  that  we  want  to 
post  on  our  refrigerators.  The  point  is,  it’s  a 
place  to  start,  though.  Finding  out  where 
we  stand  is  the  first  step  towards  moving 
forward. 

For  a  long  time,  too  long  really,  we  spent 
our  time  and  energy  talking  about  reform 
rather  than  taking  action.  And  that  is 
changing  now.  And  again,  I  salute  our  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Education.  We’re  charting  a  new 
course  for  this  Nation’s  schools,  and  in  that 
effort,  your  schools  are  the  pioneers,  the 
ones  blazing  a  trail  the  rest  will  follow 
someday.  The  levels  of  achievement  we’re 
looking  for  in  the  year  2000  are  the  goals 
you’re  shooting  for  today. 

And  we  here  in  Washington  want  to  do 
what  we  can.  Clearly,  we  can  lend  a  hand. 
But  the  real  revolution  takes  place  in  the 
communities  that  you  call  home.  And  when 
you  come  from  as  far  away  as  Kalaheo  High 
in  Hawaii — here  are  a  couple  of  people  who 
have  come  from  as  far  away  as  Kalaheo 
High  in  Hawaii  back  there — Alaska’s  East 
Anchorage  High  School  or  Hahn  American 
High  School  on  Hahn  Air  Force  Base  in 
Germany  or  as  near  to  this  place  as  DC’s 
own  Benjamin  Banneker  and  Hine  Junior 
High,  you  see  at  a  glance  that  each  school 
travels  its  own  path  to  excellence. 

One  sad  note  for  any  of  the  kids  here 
who  made  this  short  trip  from  Banneker 
and  Hine,  the  problem  is  that  right  after 
lunch  you’ll  have  to  be  back  in  class. 
[Laughter] 

Some  schools  here  today  mirror  the  com¬ 
munities  they  come  from.  Their  successes 
reflect  years  of  love  and  interest  and  just 
plain  hard  work  from  communities  that 
care.  Some  of  the  schools  represented  here 
today  triumphed  against  all  odds  in  spite  of 
tough,  cruel  surroundings.  For  their  stu¬ 
dents,  these  schools  are  islands  of  calm  in 
the  midst  of  chaos.  And  that  drives  home 
today’s  lesson:  There’s  no  blueprint  for  the 
one  school  that  works  for  everyone.  But 
there  is  a  blue  ribbon  for  every  school  that 
works  best. 

Take  Genesis,  an  alternative  school  for 
kids  with  special  needs  out  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  Genesis  began  as  a  Vista  program 
back  in  the  mid-seventies.  And  today  the 
vast  majority  of  its  funds  come  from  the 


private  sector,  from  national  organizations 
like  the  United  Way  down  to  local  business¬ 
es.  Genesis  serves  the  kids  who  have  fallen 
through  the  cracks,  the  dropouts,  the  teen 
mothers,  children  coping  with  broken 
homes  and  shattered  hopes.  And  it  turns 
around  two-thirds  of  the  troubled  kids  that 
come  through  its  doors,  prepares  them  to 
go  back  to  their  old  schools  or  go  on  to  get 
a  GED.  For  these  students,  Genesis  is  liter¬ 
ally  a  new  beginning,  a  second  chance  that 
gives  them  their  best  shot  at  a  promising 
future. 

The  schools  we  honor  today  come  in  all 
shapes  and  sizes,  serve  students  of  all  races 
and  creeds  and  colors.  From  America’s 
major  cities  to  our  tiniest  town,  each  one  of 
you  represents  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  the 
collective  accomplishment  of  teachers  and 
students,  principals,  parents,  and  the  com¬ 
munities  you  come  from. 

Consider  one  of  the  smallest  schools  here 
today,  Craftsbury  Academy,  a  180-student 
public  school  out  in  the  Vermont  farm 
country,  in  a  town  called  Craftsbury 
Common.  Times  are  tough  out  there.  But 
economic  difficulties  haven’t  stopped  that 
community  from  giving  its  children  every 
possible  opportunity  to  learn. 

I  think  it  says  something  about  Craftsbury 
that  when  the  teachers  voted  to  send  some¬ 
one  to  today’s  ceremony,  they  sent  a 
parent,  Gary  Houston,  a  past  graduate  of 
Craftsbury  whose  four  kids  go  there  now. 
So  please  accept  our  thanks  for  all  the 
mothers  and  fathers  who  understand  what 
powerful  teachers  parents  can  be. 

So  today,  your  shining  example  must 
spark  a  revolution  in  American  education, 
spur  reform  that  will  literally  reinvent  the 
American  schools.  Each  of  your  schools  is 
well  on  the  way  to  where  all  of  us  must  be. 
We’ll  reach  our  goals  by  challenging  the 
best  minds  and  big  thinkers  out  there  to 
help  us  create  a  new  generation  of  Ameri¬ 
can  schools  and  have  these  schools  up  and 
running  in  every  congressional  district 
across  America  by  the  year  1996;  by  chal¬ 
lenging  every  city  and  town  to  join  the  cru¬ 
sade,  become  an  America  2000  community. 
And  I’m  proud  to  tell  you  that  so  far,  nine 
States  and  one  territory  are  already  part  of 
the  great  and  growing  America  2000  corn- 
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munity.  And  I  assure  you  there  is  room  for 
every  State,  city,  and  town  across  this  coun¬ 
try. 

We  really  have  to  start  now,  improve 
those  schools  that  lag  behind,  and  make  our 
best  schools  better  still.  We  won’t  write 
anyone  off.  We  won’t  waste  time  wringing 
hands  about  the  fact  that  the  year  2000  is 
just  a  little  more  than  8  years  away.  Look  at 
it  from  a  kid’s  point  of  view,  a  child’s  point 
of  view:  Eight  years  is  a  lifetime  of  learning. 

So,  let’s  spend  the  time  between  now  and 
the  year  2000  opening  a  new  world  of  pos¬ 
sibility  for  our  children.  And  that’s  the  spirit 
that  will  get  us  to  our  goals  for  the  year 
2000.  One  community  at  a  time,  one  school 
at  a  time,  one  student  at  a  time,  for  the 
sake  of  our  future  we  will  win  this  Ameri¬ 
can  revolution. 

And  let  me  just  say  that  if  I  ever  let  up, 


and  if  I  ever  don’t  show  the  proper  leader¬ 
ship  or  the  proper  support  for  America 
2000,  I  get  it  both  ways.  I  get  it  coming  on 
me  from  the  Secretary  of  Education  who 
says,  “You  are  committed,  now  stay  that 
way.”  And  you  can  bet  your  neck  I  get  it 
from  the  person  sitting  on  my  right  who’s 
dedicated  a  lot  of  her  life  to  helping  illiter¬ 
acy. 

So,  congratulations  to  all  of  you.  And 
when  you  get  home  with  your  blue  ribbons, 
please  share  my  thanks  with  everybody,  it’s 
not  just  you  all,  but  with  everybody  who 
makes  your  schools  so  successful. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America.  Thank  you  very, 
very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:07  p.m.  at 
the  Sheraton  Washington  Hotel 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Leonid  Kravchuk  of  Ukraine 
September  25,  1991 


The  President  met  with  Ukrainian  Su¬ 
preme  Rada  Chairman  Leonid  Kravchuk 
today  in  the  Oval  Office  and  Cabinet  Room 
for  45  minutes.  The  two  leaders  discussed 
developments  in  Ukraine  since  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  visit  to  Kiev  on  August  1  and  the 
current  situation  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  President  reaffirmed  to  Chairman 
Kravchuk  the  administration’s  firm  support 
for  the  efforts  underway  in  the  Soviet 
Union  to  build  democracy,  market  econom¬ 
ic  reform,  and  the  rule  of  law.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  also  outlined  U.S.  steps  to  promote 
economic  reform  in  Ukraine,  including  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  Peace  Corps  program  and 
the  provision  of  technical  assistance.  The 
President  said  the  United  States  would  con¬ 
tinue  its  medical  assistance  to  Ukraine 


begun  last  spring  and  would  attempt  to  in¬ 
crease  U.S.  trade  by  sending  an  OPIC/Ex- 
Im  and  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
team  to  discuss  this  issue.  “Ukraine  has  a 
special  place  in  the  hearts  of  Americans,” 
the  President  said.  “There  is  a  vibrant 
Ukrainian  community  in  this  country.” 

The  President  also  told  Chairman  Krav¬ 
chuk  that  the  United  States  would  accept 
his  invitation  to  send  a  Presidential  delega¬ 
tion  of  distinguished  Americans  to  the  Babi 
Yar  commemoration  next  week. 

The  President  invited  Chairman  Krav¬ 
chuk  to  return  to  the  White  House  at  5 
p.m.  to  continue  his  discussions  with  admin¬ 
istration  officials  headed  by  Ed  Hewett, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Soviet 
Affairs. 
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Appointment  of  Thomas  E.  McNamara  as  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for 
International  Programs  and  African  Affairs 

September  25,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Thomas  E.  McNamara  as  Spe¬ 
cial  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National 
Security  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for 
International  Programs  and  African  Affairs 
on  the  staff  of  the  National  Security  Coun¬ 
cil.  He  would  succeed  David  C.  Miller,  Jr. 

Ambassador  McNamara  has  just  returned 
from  3  years  as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the 
Republic  of  Colombia.  He  joined  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State  in  1965  and  has  served 
overseas  in  Paris,  Lubumbashi,  Bukavu, 
Moscow,  and  as  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  in 
Kinshasa,  Zaire,  1980-1983.  In  Washington 
he  has  worked  in  the  State  Department’s 


Bureaus  of  European  Affairs  and  Politico- 
Military  Affairs  and  in  the  U.S.  Arms  Con¬ 
trol  and  Disarmament  Agency.  From  1983 
to  1986  he  was  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  for  Politico-Military  Affairs.  Before 
his  assignment  to  Colombia,  he  was  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Counterterrorism  and  Narcotics  on 
the  staff  of  the  National  Security  Council. 

Ambassador  McNamara  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  CT.  He  received  his  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Manhattan  College  and  a 
master  of  arts  degree  from  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Emma  Julia  Fonseca  and  has  two  children. 


Remarks  at  the  Welcoming  Ceremony  for  King  Hassan  II  of 
Morocco 

September  26,  1991 


The  President  Well,  it  is  an  honor  to  wel¬ 
come  His  Majesty  King  Hassan  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  The  relationship 
between  our  two  countries  is  rich,  tracing 
back  more  than  200  years  to  the  Moroccan- 
American  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship. 
And  that  agreement  remains  the  longest 
unbroken  treaty  in  our  history.  Your  Majes¬ 
ty,  under  your  leadership,  relations  be¬ 
tween  our  nations  continue  to  grow  and 
prosper  in  a  variety  of  fields,  in  trade  and 
investment,  in  cultural  contacts,  and  in  re¬ 
solving  regional  disputes. 

This  past  year  has  seen  a  world  of  re¬ 
markable  change,  transformations  that  have 
reverberated  across  every  continent.  Mo¬ 
rocco  is  stepping  forward  to  meet  this  new 
world.  You  have  lowered  barriers  to  in¬ 
creased  investment  and  trade  and  begun 
the  privatization  of  many  of  Morocco’s 
wholly  owned  state  enterprises.  Already, 
your  nation’s  economic  opening  has  meant 
new  opportunity  for  American  investment, 


some  of  them  generated  by  1989’s  highly 
successful  OPIC  mission  to  Morocco. 

Morocco  is  also  responding  to  the  call  to 
all  governments  to  recognize  the  rights  and 
freedoms  of  their  people.  In  this  regard,  the 
United  States  applauds  Your  Majesty’s 
recent  release  of  political  prisoners,  your  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Royal  Consultative 
Council  on  Human  Rights  in  Morocco.  And 
I  know  Morocco  will  not  be  deterred  from 
this  courageous  course. 

Your  Majesty,  we  are  pleased  to  see  the 
United  Nations  proceeding  with  its  efforts 
to  resolve  the  Western  Sahara  dispute  with 
Morocco’s  support.  And  it  took  a  great  deal 
of  courage  for  you  to  agree  to  the  U.N. 
Secretary-General’s  plan  for  a  referendum, 
and  I  confirm  America’s  willingness  to  play 
its  role  in  promoting  a  just  and  lasting  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  Sahara  in  accordance  with 
that  plan. 

In  the  Gulf,  Morocco  was  among  the  first 
to  commit  forces  in  defense  of  Saudi  Arabia. 
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And  when  the  issue  was  still  in  doubt,  Mo¬ 
rocco  stood  on  the  side  of  justice  and 
against  aggression.  And  today,  I  can  assure 
you,  Your  Majesty,  that  the  United  States 
will  continue  to  work  toward  a  lasting 
peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

We  now  see  the  real  prospect  of  a  peace 
conference  leading  to  direct  negotiations 
between  Arabs  and  Israelis.  That  process 
aims  at  a  comprehensive  peace  based  on 
United  Nations  Security  Council  Resolutions 
242  and  338  and  the  principle  of  territory 
for  peace.  We  seek  to  elaborate  on  this 
principle  to  provide  for  real  security  and 
real  peace  for  all  states  in  the  Middle  East, 
including  Israel,  and  for  recognition  of  le¬ 
gitimate  political  rights  of  the  Palestinian 
people.  Your  Majesty,  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  you  toward  those  objectives. 

Your  Majesty,  once  again,  a  warm  wel¬ 
come  to  the  White  House.  I  look  forward  to 
our  talks,  and  I  want  to  extend  a  special 
welcome  to  your  daughter  who  has  accom¬ 
panied  you  on  this  visit.  And  I  trust  the 
fruits  of  our  discussion  will  make  the  world 
a  better  place  for  her  and  for  all  of  our 
children.  Welcome  once  again,  Your  Majes¬ 
ty- 

The  King.  Praise  be  to  Allah.  May  the 
blessings  of  the  Almighty  be  upon  Moham¬ 
med,  his  household,  and  companions.  Mr. 
President  and  dear  friend,  we  are  delighted 
to  respond  to  your  gracious  invitation  and 
to  meet  with  you.  Our  visit  constitutes 
indeed  one  important  link  in  a  series  of 
previous  visits  during  which  we  have  come 
to  establish  excellent  friendly  relations  with 
many  of  your  predecessors.  Mr.  President, 
today’s  encounter  will  certainly  renew  and 
strengthen  these  relations. 

We  were  no  more  than  a  child  when  we 
were  introduced  to  President  Franklin  Roo¬ 
sevelt  by  our  late  father,  Mohammed  V.  We 
later  knew  personally  Presidents  Eisenhow¬ 
er,  Kennedy,  Johnson,  Nixon,  Carter,  and 
Reagan.  Today  we  are  received  by  you,  Mr. 
President,  a  dear  friend  of  ours  whose  dis¬ 
tinguished  career  we  have  been  following 
attentively.  We  have  been  following  atten¬ 
tively  your  career,  Mr.  President,  first  when 
you  were  appointed  Ambassador  to  China, 
then  CIA  Director,  and  Vice  President  to 
our  great  friend  President  Reagan,  and  fi¬ 
nally  President  of  the  United  States  of 


America.  Throughout  your  career,  we  have 
at  all  times  perceived  in  you  a  man  of  recti¬ 
tude,  humility,  deep  thought,  true  foresight, 
and  unshakeable  faithfulness  towards  his 
friends. 

It  is  true  that  our  last  visit  to  the  United 
States  of  America  dates  back  to  1983.  How¬ 
ever,  during  these  8  years,  our  friendly  rela¬ 
tions  have  never  been  better.  It  couldn’t 
have  been  otherwise  considering  that  these 
relations  are  as  old  as  your  Nation.  For  the 
1786  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Peace,  signed  by 
President  Jefferson  and  our  ancestor  Mo¬ 
hammed  III,  has  always  been  and  still  re¬ 
mains  the  basis  of  the  excellent  rapport  ex¬ 
isting  between  our  two  Governments  and 
nations. 

What  makes  this  friendship  exemplary  is 
the  fact  that  it  has  never  been  affected  by 
juncture  or  vicissitude,  nor  has  it  been 
changing  in  dimension  or  level.  It  has 
rather  been  similar  to  itself,  unaffected  by 
world  crises  and  requirements  of  the  cold 
war. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  talks  we 
shall  have  with  Your  Excellency  and  with  a 
number  of  officials  from  the  executive  and 
legislative  branch.  We  have  no  doubts  that 
these  talks  will  reveal  the  likeness  of  our 
views  concerning  political  and  economic 
issues. 

Mr.  President,  you  know  better  than 
anyone  that  the  Gulf  crisis  has  made  men 
all  over  the  world  realize  that  it  is  mandato¬ 
ry  to  rely  on  international  legality  for  the 
solving  of  world  issues  and  for  the  sake  of 
peace  and  understanding  among  the  na¬ 
tions.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the  same  le¬ 
gality  is  applied  in  the  case  of  the  Middle 
East.  It  is  indeed  hard  to  believe  that  the 
tragedy  of  the  Middle  East  has  lasted  half  a 
century. 

As  to  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco,  we  shall 
ever  be  ready  to  contribute  to  any  peaceful 
solution  liable  to  give  each  one  his  due  and 
bring  about  a  just  and  lasting  peace  in  this 
area.  We  will  constantly  be  on  your  side, 
mobilized  in  order  to  seek  this  peace  in  the 
Middle  East. 

I  pray  you,  Mr.  President  and  dear  friend, 
to  accept  our  thanks  for  your  invitation, 
your  warm  welcome,  and  your  generous 
hospitality.  We  wish  you  excellent  health 
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and  success,  and  we  wish  the  American 
people  much  prosperity. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:44  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  of  the  White  House,  where 
the  King  was  accorded  a  formal  welcome 


with  full  military  honors.  In  his  remarks, 
the  President  referred  to  Princess  Lalla 
Meryem,  the  King's  daughter.  The  King 
spoke  in  Arabic,  and  his  remarks  were 
translated  by  an  interpreter. 


Remarks  at  the  State  Dinner  for  King  Hassan  II  of  Morocco 

September  26,  1991 


The  President.  Your  Majesty,  Barbara  and 
I  are  truly  delighted  to  have  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  welcome  you  and  your  daughter,  Her 
Royal  Highness  Princess  Lalla  Meryem,  to 
the  United  States. 

You  know,  the  pomp  and  circumstance  at 
dinners  like  these  never  grows  old.  As  we 
were  descending  the  lovely  staircase  this 
evening,  I  have  to  confess  that  Barbara  and 
I  felt  like  movie  stars.  To  steal  a  line  from 
Humphrey  Bogart,  “Welcome  to  Casablan¬ 
ca/’  [Laughter] 

But  Your  Majesty,  the  friendship  between 
our  two  countries  stretches  back  more  than 
200  years,  back  beyond  even  the  autumn  of 
1788,  when  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  Mo¬ 
hammed  III,  sent  warm  words  of  support 
and  encouragement  to  the  then  newly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
brand  new  President  receiving  these  greet¬ 
ings  back  in  1788.  And  for  me,  the  friend¬ 
ship  between  Morocco  and  the  United 
States  has  been  quite  personal. 

Of  course  Barbara  and  I  remember  our 
visit.  I  fondly  remember  this  visit  to  Moroc¬ 
co  as  Vice  President  in  1983,  the  crowds  in 
Fez  and  in  Rabat  who  welcomed  us  as  we 
drove  through  those  cities  in  an  open  car. 
And  I  recall  your  gracious  invitation  to  put 
aside  some  of  the  pomp  of  state  and  invit¬ 
ing  us  to  dine  together  along  with  many 
members  of  your  family,  surrounded  by 
friends.  It’s  something  we  will  never  forget. 

And  at  critical  moments  in  history,  our 
two  nations  have  acted  in  concert:  earlier 
this  century  when  300,000  Moroccans 
fought  with  the  Allies  against  the  Axis 
powers  in  World  War  II,  and  last  year  when 
Morocco  once  again  demonstrated  its  com¬ 
mitment  to  shared  ideals  by  sending  its 


troops  to  the  defense  of  Saudi  Arabia. 

Just  as  we’ve  worked  together  to  frustrate 
aggression,  so  we  can  work  together  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  and  stability  in  the  Middle  East, 
in  the  Gulf,  and  in  Western  Sahara.  It  will 
be  the  work  of  old  friends,  building  a  new 
world  order. 

So,  let  me  ask  all  of  you  to  stand  and  to 
raise  your  glasses  to  the  health  of  King 
Hassan  and  his  family,  to  a  future  blessed 
by  peace,  and  to  the  common  bonds  of 
friendship  that  link  the  people  of  Morocco 
and  the  United  States  of  America.  Wel¬ 
come,  Your  Majesty. 

The  King.  Mr.  President  and  dear  friend, 
Mrs.  Bush,  Your  Excellencies,  ladies  and 
gentlemen:  I  want  first  to  ask  you  to  pardon 
my  bad  accent,  please.  I  am  delighted  to 
say  that  my  present  state  visit  in  the  United 
States  of  America  will  certainly  be  for  me  a 
memorable  one;  for  not  only  was  the  wel¬ 
come  party  very  warm,  but  the  talks  we 
had  were  suffused  with  that  same  openness 
and  sincerity  which  have  always  character¬ 
ized  our  contacts  for  the  last  10  years. 

Mr.  President,  God’s  will  has  always  been 
to  grant  you  success  in  whatever  position 
you  held  and  in  all  the  issues  you  had  to 
handle.  This  is  certainly  due  to  your  person¬ 
al  abilities  and  qualities,  but  also  due  in  part 
to  Mrs.  Bush,  a  God-given  companion,  con¬ 
stant  support,  and  dispenser  of  affection 
and  serenity  so  indispensable  to  any  head  of 
state.  With  Mrs.  Bush  here  present,  kindly 
accept  the  expression  of  my  sincere  consid¬ 
eration  and  admiration. 

Mr.  President,  may  the  United  States  of 
America  enjoy  under  your  clairvoyant  lead¬ 
ership  an  era  of  prosperity  and  participate 
fully  in  the  edification  of  harmonious  and 
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constant  free  cohabitation  among  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  Earth. 

As  I  thank  you  again  for  your  gracious 
hospitality,  I  invoke,  hoping  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  help  of  the  Almighty,  wishing  you 
excellent  health  and  full  success  in  your  en¬ 


deavors.  Long  life  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  Long  life  for  Kingdom  of  Moroc¬ 
co. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:30  p.m.  in 
the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 


Notice  on  the  Continuation  of  the 
Respect  to  Export  Controls 
September  26,  1991 

On  September  30,  1990,  consistent  with 
the  authority  provided  me  under  the  Inter¬ 
national  Emergency  Economic  Powers  Act 
(50  U.S.C.  1701,  et  seq. ),  I  issued  Executive 
Order  No.  12730.  In  that  order,  I  declared  a 
national  emergency  with  respect  to  the  un¬ 
usual  and  extraordinary  threat  to  the  na¬ 
tional  security,  foreign  policy,  and  economy 
of  the  United  States  in  light  of  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  Export  Administration  Act  of 
1979,  as  amended  (50  U.S.C.  App.  2401,  et 
seq.).  Because  the  Export  Administration 
Act  has  not  been  renewed  by  the  Congress, 
the  national  emergency  declared  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1990,  must  continue  in  effect 


National  Emergency  With 


beyond  September  30,  1991.  Therefore,  in 
accordance  with  section  202(d)  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Emergencies  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1622(d)), 
I  am  continuing  the  national  emergency  de¬ 
clared  in  Executive  Order  No.  12730. 

This  notice  shall  be  published  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  and  transmitted  to  the  Con¬ 
gress. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  26,  1991. 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  2:58  p.m.,  September  26,  1991] 


Message  to  the  Congress  on  the  Continuation  of  the  National 
Emergency  With  Respect  to  Export  Controls 
September  26,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

On  September  30,  1990,  in  light  of  the 
expiration  of  the  Export  Administration  Act 
of  1979,  as  amended  (50  U.S.C.  App.  2401, 
et  seq.),  I  issued  Executive  Order  No.  12730, 
declaring  a  national  emergency  and  con¬ 
tinuing  the  system  of  export  regulation,  in¬ 
cluding  antiboycott  provisions,  under  the 
International  Emergency  Economic  Powers 
Act  (50  U.S.C.  1701,  et  seq.).  Under  section 
202(d)  of  the  National  Emergencies  Act  (50 
U.S.C.  1622(d)),  the  national  emergency  ter¬ 


minates  on  the  anniversary  date  of  its  decla¬ 
ration  unless  I  publish  in  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter  and  transmit  to  the  Congress  notice  of 
its  continuation. 

I  am  hereby  advising  the  Congress  that  I 
have  extended  the  national  emergency  de¬ 
clared  in  Executive  Order  No.  12730.  At¬ 
tached  is  a  copy  of  the  notice  of  extension. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  26,  1991. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Supreme  Court  Nomination  of 
Clarence  Thomas 
September  27,  1991 


The  President .  The  subject  at  hand  is 
going  to  be  the  economic  situation,  the 
second  meeting  we’ve  had  this  week  on  the 
initiatives  and  on  where  we  stand.  But  I 
want  to  say  to  everybody  around  this  table 
how  important  we’re  viewing  this  vote  in 
the  Senate  on  Judge  Clarence  Thomas. 

He’s  a  very  good  man.  I  do  feel  that  he 
deserves  to  be  confirmed.  The  support  from 
across  the  country  is  enormously  strong  for 
him,  in  the  minority  community,  majority 
community,  whatever  you  want  to  call  it. 
And  I’d  like  to  see  that  quickly  voted  on, 
and  I  feel  that  it  will  be. 

And  I  do  think  the  Senate  committee  has 
conducted  itself  in  a  very  fair  way.  But  I 
must  say  that  I’d  like  to  see  the  clear  will  of 
the  American  people  be  followed  on  this 
one.  And  certainly,  I  just  wanted  everybody 
here  to  know  that  I  have  not  in  any  way 
done  anything  other  than  increase  in  my 
enthusiasm  for  and  belief  in  Clarence 
Thomas  to  be  an  outstanding  Justice,  and 
believe  he  will  be  going  on  the  Court. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  don’t  even  have 
CFE  or  the  START  treaty  ratified  yet.  Do 
you  think  you  may  be  jumping  the  gun  by 
proposing  still  more  missile  cuts? 

The  President  Stay  tuned,  Jim  [Jim  Mik- 
laszewski,  NBC  News].  We’re  living  in  a 
rapidly  changing  world.  And  I  think  what  I 
will  be  saying  tonight  will  have  major 
worldwide  implications  for  world  peace. 
And  just  leave  it  in  that  context.  I’m  not 
going  to  take  any  questions  about  it.  You 
know  me,  and  I  don’t  like  leaks  very  much. 


So,  I  might  be  the  leaker.  I  look  for  leakees 
and  fail  to  find  them.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Will  there  be  any  savings  for  taxpayers 
as  a  result  of  your  proposals,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  You  misunderstood  what  I 
said,  Terry  [Terence  Hunt,  Associated 
Press].  I  said  I  don’t  want  to  take  any  more 
questions  on  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Thomas  nomina¬ 
tion  is  in  danger,  sir? 

The  President.  - determined — Dana 

Carvey,  determined.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  the 
Thomas  nomination  is  in  danger? 

The  President  No.  I  think  it’s  in  pretty 
good  shape.  And  I  just  wanted  to  reaffirm 
to  everybody  here  my  strong  enthusiasm 
for  Clarence  Thomas.  I’m  bolstered  in  all  of 
that  when  I  see  the  American  people  with 
the  same  high  regard,  obviously.  They  get 
asked  all  the  time.  And  I  was  very  interest¬ 
ed  to  see  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  came  out  for  him,  not  with  a 
tremendous  amount  of  fanfare  as  some  or¬ 
ganizations  that  opposed  him  have.  But  this 
was  a  very,  very  interesting  endorsement, 
frankly,  and  one  that  deserves  critical  con¬ 
sideration  by  a  lot  of  Members  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  So,  it  will  be  all  right. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:53  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House .  In 
his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  comedian  Dana 
Carvey ,  who  did  impersonations  of  the 
President  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Address  to  the  Nation  on  United  States  Nuclear  Weapons 
Reductions 

September  27,  1991 

Good  evening.  to  come 

Tonight  I  d  like  to  speak  with  you  about  The  world  has  changed  at  a  fantastic 
our  future  and  the  future  of  the  generations  pace,  with  each  day  writing  a  fresh  page  of 
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history  before  yesterday’s  ink  has  even 
dried.  And  most  recently,  we’ve  seen  the 
peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union  turn  to  democ¬ 
racy  and  freedom  and  discard  a  system  of 
government  based  on  oppression  and  fear. 

Like  the  East  Europeans  before  them, 
they  face  the  daunting  challenge  of  build¬ 
ing  fresh  political  structures  based  on 
human  rights,  democratic  principles,  and 
market  economies.  Their  task  is  far  from 
easy  and  far  from  over.  They  will  need  our 
help,  and  they  will  get  it. 

But  these  dramatic  changes  challenge  our 
Nation  as  well.  Our  country  has  always 
stood  for  freedom  and  democracy.  And 
when  the  newly  elected  leaders  of  Eastern 
Europe  grappled  with  forming  their  new 
governments,  they  looked  to  the  United 
States.  They  looked  to  American  democratic 
principles  in  building  their  own  free  soci¬ 
eties.  Even  the  leaders  of  the  U.S.S.R.  Re¬ 
publics  are  reading  the  Federalist  Papers, 
written  by  America’s  founders,  to  find  new 
ideas  and  inspiration. 

Today,  America  must  lead  again,  as  it 
always  has,  as  only  it  can.  And  we  will.  We 
must  also  provide  the  inspiration  for  lasting 
peace.  And  we  will  do  that,  too.  We  can 
now  take  steps  in  response  to  these  dramat¬ 
ic  developments,  steps  that  can  help  the 
Soviet  peoples  in  their  quest  for  peace  and 
prosperity.  More  importantly,  we  can  now 
take  steps  to  make  the  world  a  less  danger¬ 
ous  place  than  ever  before  in  the  nuclear 
age. 

A  year  ago,  I  described  a  new  strategy  for 
American  defenses,  reflecting  the  world’s 
changing  security  environment.  That  strate¬ 
gy  shifted  our  focus  away  from  the  fear  that 
preoccupied  us  for  40  years,  the  prospect  of 
a  global  confrontation.  Instead,  it  concen¬ 
trated  more  on  regional  conflicts,  such  as 
the  one  we  just  faced  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

I  spelled  out  a  strategic  concept,  guided 
by  the  need  to  maintain  the  forces  required 
to  exercise  forward  presence  in  key  areas, 
to  respond  effectively  in  crises,  to  maintain 
a  credible  nuclear  deterrent,  and  to  retain 
the  national  capacity  to  rebuild  our  forces 
should  that  be  needed. 

We  are  now  moving  to  reshape  the  U.S. 
military  to  reflect  that  concept.  The  new 
base  force  will  be  smaller  by  half  a  million 
than  today’s  military,  with  fewer  Army  divi¬ 


sions,  Air  Force  wings.  Navy  ships,  and  stra¬ 
tegic  nuclear  forces.  This  new  force  will  be 
versatile,  able  to  respond  around  the  world 
to  challenges,  old  and  new. 

As  I  just  mentioned,  the  changes  that  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  adjust  our  security  strategy  a 
year  ago  have  greatly  accelerated.  The 
prospect  of  a  Soviet  invasion  into  Western 
Europe,  launched  with  little  or  no  warning, 
is  no  longer  a  realistic  threat.  The  Warsaw 
Pact  has  crumbled.  In  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
advocates  of  democracy  triumphed  over  a 
coup  that  would  have  restored  the  old 
system  of  repression.  The  reformers  are 
now  starting  to  fashion  their  own  futures, 
moving  even  faster  toward  democracy’s  ho¬ 
rizon. 

New  leaders  in  the  Kremlin  and  the  Re¬ 
publics  are  now  questioning  the  need  for 
their  huge  nuclear  arsenal.  The  Soviet  nu¬ 
clear  stockpile  now  seems  less  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  national  security  and  more  of  a 
burden.  As  a  result,  we  now  have  an  unpar¬ 
alleled  opportunity  to  change  the  nuclear 
posture  of  both  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

If  we  and  the  Soviet  leaders  take  the 
right  steps,  some  on  our  own,  some  on  their 
own,  some  together,  we  can  dramatically 
shrink  the  arsenal  of  the  world’s  nuclear 
weapons.  We  can  more  effectively  discour¬ 
age  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons.  We  can 
rely  more  on  defensive  measures  in  our 
strategic  relationship.  We  can  enhance  sta¬ 
bility  and  actually  reduce  the  risk  of  nucle¬ 
ar  war.  Now  is  the  time  to  seize  this  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

After  careful  study  and  consultations  with 
my  senior  advisers  and  after  considering 
valuable  counsel  from  Prime  Minister 
Major,  President  Mitterrand,  Chancellor 
Kohl,  and  other  allied  leaders,  I  am  an¬ 
nouncing  today  a  series  of  sweeping  initia¬ 
tives  affecting  every  aspect  of  our  nuclear 
forces  on  land,  on  ships,  and  on  aircraft.  I 
met  again  today  with  our  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff,  and  I  can  tell  you  they  wholehearted¬ 
ly  endorse  each  of  these  steps. 

I  will  begin  with  the  category  in  which 
we  will  make  the  most  fundamental  change 
in  nuclear  forces  in  over  40  years,  nonstra- 
tegic  or  theater  weapons. 

Last  year,  I  canceled  U.S.  plans  to  mod- 
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ernize  our  ground-launched  theater  nuclear 
weapons.  Later,  our  NATO  allies  joined  us 
in  announcing  that  the  alliance  would  pro¬ 
pose  the  mutual  elimination  of  all  nuclear 
artillery  shells  from  Europe  as  soon  as  short- 
range  nuclear  force  negotiations  began  with 
the  Soviets.  But  starting  these  talks  now 
would  only  perpetuate  these  systems  while 
we  engage  in  lengthy  negotiations.  Last 
month’s  events  not  only  permit  but  indeed 
demand  swifter,  bolder  action. 

I  am  therefore  directing  that  the  United 
States  eliminate  its  entire  worldwide  inven¬ 
tory  of  ground-launched  short-range,  that  is, 
theater  nuclear  weapons.  We  will  bring 
home  and  destroy  all  of  our  nuclear  artil¬ 
lery  shells  and  short-range  ballistic  missile 
warheads.  We  will,  of  course,  ensure  that 
we  preserve  an  effective  air-delivered  nu¬ 
clear  capability  in  Europe.  That  is  essential 
to  NATO’s  security. 

In  turn,  I  have  asked  the  Soviets  to  go 
down  this  road  with  us,  to  destroy  their 
entire  inventory  of  ground-launched  thea¬ 
ter  nuclear  weapons,  not  only  their  nuclear 
artillery  and  nuclear  warheads  for  short- 
range  ballistic  missiles  but  also  the  theater 
systems  the  U.S.  no  longer  has,  systems  like 
nuclear  warheads  for  air-defense  missiles 
and  nuclear  land  mines. 

Recognizing  further  the  major  changes  in 
the  international  military  landscape,  the 
United  States  will  withdraw  all  tactical  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  from  its  surface  ships  and 
attack  submarines,  as  well  as  those  nuclear 
weapons  associated  with  our  land-based 
naval  aircraft.  This  means  removing  all  nu¬ 
clear  Tomahawk  cruise  missiles  from  U.S. 
ships  and  submarines,  as  well  as  nuclear 
bombs  aboard  aircraft  carriers.  The  bottom 
line  is  that  under  normal  circumstances,  our 
ships  will  not  carry  tactical  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons. 

Many  of  these  land  and  sea-based  war¬ 
heads  will  be  dismantled  and  destroyed. 
Those  remaining  will  be  secured  in  central 
areas  where  they  would  be  available  if  nec¬ 
essary  in  a  future  crisis. 

Again,  there  is  every  reason  for  the  Soviet 
Union  to  match  our  actions  by  removing  all 
tactical  nuclear  weapons  from  its  ships  and 
attack  submarines,  by  withdrawing  nuclear 
weapons  for  land-based  naval  aircraft,  and 
by  destroying  many  of  them  and  consolidat¬ 


ing  what  remains  at  central  locations.  I  urge 
them  to  do  so. 

No  category  of  nuclear  weapons  has  re¬ 
ceived  more  attention  than  those  in  our 
strategic  arsenals.  The  Strategic  Arms  Re¬ 
duction  Treaty,  START,  which  President 
Gorbachev  and  I  signed  last  July  was  the 
culmination  of  almost  a  decade’s  work.  It 
calls  for  substantial  stabilizing  reductions 
and  effective  verification.  Prompt  ratifica¬ 
tion  by  both  parties  is  essential.  But  I  also 
believe  the  time  is  right  to  use  START  as  a 
springboard  to  achieve  additional  stabilizing 
changes. 

First,  to  further  reduce  tensions,  I  am  di¬ 
recting  that  all  United  States  strategic 
bombers  immediately  stand  down  from 
their  alert  posture.  As  a  comparable  ges¬ 
ture,  I  call  upon  the  Soviet  Union  to  confine 
its  mobile  missiles  to  their  garrisons,  where 
they  will  be  safer  and  more  secure. 

Second,  the  United  States  will  immediate¬ 
ly  stand  down  from  alert  all  intercontinen¬ 
tal  ballistic  missiles  scheduled  for  deactiva¬ 
tion  under  START.  Rather  than  waiting  for 
the  treaty’s  reduction  plan  to  run  its  full  7 
year  course,  we  will  accelerate  elimination 
of  these  systems  once  START  is  ratified.  I 
call  upon  the  Soviet  Union  to  do  the  same. 

Third,  I  am  terminating  the  development 
of  the  mobile  Peacekeeper  ICBM  as  well  as 
the  mobile  portions  of  the  small  ICBM  pro¬ 
gram.  The  small  single-warhead  ICBM  will 
be  our  only  remaining  ICBM  modernization 
program.  And  I  call  upon  the  Soviets  to 
terminate  any  and  all  programs  for  future 
ICBM’s  with  more  than  one  warhead,  and 
to  limit  ICBM  modernization  to  one  type  of 
single  warhead  missile,  just  as  we  have 
done. 

Fourth,  I  am  canceling  the  current  pro¬ 
gram  to  build  a  replacement  for  the  nuclear 
short-range  attack  missile  for  our  strategic 
bombers. 

Fifth,  as  a  result  of  the  strategic  nuclear 
weapons  adjustments  that  I’ve  just  outlined, 
the  United  States  will  streamline  its  com- 
mand-and-control  procedures,  allowing  us 
to  more  effectively  manage  our  strategic 
nuclear  forces.  As  the  system  works  now, 
the  Navy  commands  the  submarine  part  of 
our  strategic  deterrent,  while  the  Air  Force 
commands  the  bomber  and  land-based  ele- 
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ments.  But  as  we  reduce  our  strategic 
forces,  the  operational  command  structure 
must  be  as  direct  as  possible.  And  I  have 
therefore  approved  the  recommendation  of 
Secretary  Cheney  and  the  Joint  Chiefs  to 
consolidate  operational  command  of  these 
forces  into  a  U.S.  strategic  command  under 
one  commander  with  participation  from 
both  services. 

Since  the  1970’s,  the  most  vulnerable  and 
unstable  part  of  the  U.S.  and  Soviet  nuclear 
forces  has  been  intercontinental  missiles 
with  more  than  one  warhead.  Both  sides 
have  these  ICBM’s  in  fixed  silos  in  the 
ground  where  they  are  more  vulnerable 
than  missiles  on  submarines. 

I  propose  that  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet 
Union  seek  early  agreement  to  eliminate 
from  their  inventories  all  ICBM’s  with  mul¬ 
tiple  warheads.  After  developing  a  timeta¬ 
ble  acceptable  to  both  sides,  we  could  rap¬ 
idly  move  to  modify  or  eliminate  these  sys¬ 
tems  under  procedures  already  established 
in  the  START  agreement.  In  short,  such  an 
action  would  take  away  the  single  most  un¬ 
stable  part  of  our  nuclear  arsenals. 

But  there  is  more  to  do.  The  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  are  not  the 
only  nations  with  ballistic  missiles.  Some  15 
nations  have  them  now,  and  in  less  than  a 
decade  that  number  could  grow  to  20.  The 
recent  conflict  in  the  Persian  Gulf  demon¬ 
strates  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  the  time 
has  come  for  strong  action  on  this  growing 
threat  to  world  peace. 

Accordingly,  I  am  calling  on  the  Soviet 
leadership  to  join  us  in  taking  immediate 
concrete  steps  to  permit  the  limited  deploy¬ 
ment  of  nonnuclear  defenses  to  protect 
against  limited  ballistic  missile  strikes,  what¬ 
ever  their  source,  without  undermining  the 
credibility  of  existing  deterrent  forces.  And 
we  will  intensify  our  effort  to  curb  nuclear 
and  missile  proliferation.  These  two  efforts 
will  be  mutually  reinforcing.  To  foster  coop¬ 
eration,  the  United  States  soon  will  propose 
additional  initiatives  in  the  area  of  ballistic 
missile  early  warning. 

Finally,  let  me  discuss  yet  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  cooperation  that  can  make  our 
world  safer.  During  last  month’s  attempted 
coup  in  Moscow,  many  Americans  asked  me 
if  I  thought  Soviet  nuclear  weapons  were 
under  adequate  control.  I  do  not  believe 


that  America  was  at  increased  risk  of  nucle¬ 
ar  attack  during  those  tense  days.  But  I  do 
believe  more  can  be  done  to  ensure  the 
safe  handling  and  dismantling  of  Soviet  nu¬ 
clear  weapons. 

Therefore,  I  propose  that  we  begin  dis¬ 
cussions  with  the  Soviet  Union  to  explore 
cooperation  in  three  areas:  First,  we  should 
explore  joint  technical  cooperation  on  the 
safe  and  environmentally  responsible  stor¬ 
age,  transportation,  dismantling,  and  de¬ 
struction  of  nuclear  warheads.  Second,  we 
should  discuss  existing  arrangements  for  the 
physical  security  and  safety  of  nuclear 
weapons  and  how  these  might  be  en¬ 
hanced.  And  third,  we  should  discuss  nucle¬ 
ar  command-and-control  arrangements,  and 
how  these  might  be  improved  to  provide 
more  protection  against  the  unauthorized 
or  accidental  use  of  nuclear  weapons. 

My  friend  French  President  Mitterrand 
offered  a  similar  idea  a  short  while  ago. 
After  further  consultations  with  the  alliance 
and  when  the  leadership  in  the  U.S.S.R.  is 
ready,  we  will  begin  this  effort. 

The  initiatives  that  I’m  announcing  build 
on  the  new  defense  strategy  that  I  set  out  a 
year  ago,  one  that  shifted  our  focus  away 
from  the  prospect  of  global  confrontation. 
We’re  consulting  with  our  allies  on  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  many  of  these  steps  which 
fit  well  with  the  new  post-cold-war  strategy 
and  force  posture  that  we’ve  developed  in 
NATO. 

As  we  implement  these  initiatives  we  will 
closely  watch  how  the  new  Soviet  leader¬ 
ship  responds.  We  expect  our  bold  initia¬ 
tives  to  meet  with  equally  bold  steps  on  the 
Soviet  side.  If  this  happens,  further  coopera¬ 
tion  is  inevitable.  If  it  does  not,  then  an 
historic  opportunity  will  have  been  lost.  Re¬ 
gardless,  let  no  one  doubt  we  will  still 
retain  the  necessary  strength  to  protect  our 
security  and  that  of  our  allies  and  to  re¬ 
spond  as  necessary. 

In  addition,  regional  instabilities,  the 
spread  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  and 
as  we  saw  during  the  conflict  in  the  Gulf, 
territorial  ambitions  of  power-hungry  ty¬ 
rants  still  require  us  to  maintain  a  strong 
military  to  protect  our  national  interests 
and  to  honor  commitments  to  our  allies. 
Therefore,  we  must  implement  a  coherent 
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plan  for  a  significantly  smaller  but  fully  ca¬ 
pable  military,  one  that  enhances  stability 
but  is  still  sufficient  to  convince  any  poten¬ 
tial  adversary  that  the  cost  of  aggression 
would  exceed  any  possible  gain. 

We  can  safely  afford  to  take  the  steps  Fve 
announced  today,  steps  that  are  designed  to 
reduce  the  dangers  of  miscalculation  in  a 
crisis.  But  to  do  so,  we  must  also  pursue 
vigorously  those  elements  of  our  strategic 
modernization  program  that  serve  the  same 
purpose.  We  must  fully  fund  the  B-2  and 
SDI  program.  We  can  make  radical  changes 
in  the  nuclear  postures  of  both  sides  to 
make  them  smaller,  safer,  and  more  stable. 
But  the  United  States  must  maintain 
modern  nuclear  forces  including  the  strate¬ 
gic  triad  and  thus  ensure  the  credibility  of 
our  deterrent. 

Some  will  say  that  these  initiatives  call  for 
a  budget  windfall  for  domestic  programs. 
But  the  peace  dividend  I  seek  is  not  meas¬ 
ured  in  dollars  but  in  greater  security.  In 
the  near  term,  some  of  these  steps  may 
even  cost  money.  Given  the  ambitious  plan 
I  have  already  proposed  to  reduce  U.S.  de¬ 
fense  spending  by  25  percent,  we  cannot 
afford  to  make  any  unwise  or  unwarranted 
cuts  in  the  defense  budget  that  I  have  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Congress.  I  am  counting  on  con¬ 
gressional  support  to  ensure  we  have  the 
funds  necessary  to  restructure  our  forces 
prudently  and  implement  the  decisions  that 
I  have  outlined  tonight. 

Twenty  years  ago  when  I  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  serve  this  country  as  Ambassador 
to  the  United  Nations,  I  once  talked  about 


the  vision  that  was  in  the  minds  of  the 
U.N.’s  founders,  how  they  dreamed  of  a 
new  age  when  the  great  powers  of  the 
world  would  cooperate  in  peace  as  they  had 
as  allies  in  war. 

Today  I  consulted  with  President  Gorba¬ 
chev.  And  while  he  hasn’t  had  time  to 
absorb  the  details,  I  believe  the  Soviet  re¬ 
sponse  will  clearly  be  positive.  I  also  spoke 
with  President  Yeltsin,  and  he  had  a  similar 
reaction,  positive,  hopeful.  Now  the  Soviet 
people  and  their  leaders  can  shed  the  heavy 
burden  of  a  dangerous  and  costly  nuclear 
arsenal  which  has  threatened  world  peace 
for  the  past  five  decades.  They  can  join  us 
in  these  dramatic  moves  toward  a  new 
world  of  peace  and  security. 

Tonight,  as  I  see  the  drama  of  democracy 
unfolding  around  the  globe,  perhaps  we  are 
closer  to  that  new  world  then  every  before. 
The  future  is  ours  to  influence,  to  shape,  to 
mold.  While  we  must  not  gamble  that 
future,  neither  can  we  forfeit  the  historic 
opportunity  now  before  us. 

It  has  been  said:  “Destiny  is  not  a  matter 
of  chance;  it  is  a  matter  of  choice.  It  is  not  a 
thing  to  be  waited  for;  it’s  a  thing  to  be 
achieved.”  The  United  States  has  always 
stood  where  duty  required  us  to  stand.  Now 
let  them  say  that  we  led  where  destiny  re¬ 
quired  us  to  lead,  to  a  more  peaceful,  hope¬ 
ful  future.  We  cannot  give  a  more  precious 
gift  to  the  children  of  the  world. 

Thank  you,  good  night,  and  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:02  p.m.  from 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 


Radio  Address  to  the  Nation  on  the  Daily  Points  of  Light  Program 
September  28,  1991 


Usually  when  I  speak  to  the  Nation,  it’s  to 
announce  a  new  program  or  discuss  some 
pressing  national  policy.  Well,  today  I  won’t 
be  talking  about  programs  or  policy,  but 
about  a  vision  for  a  better  future. 

Over  the  past  2  years,  I’ve  honored 
Americans  who  have  shown  the  better 
angels  of  their  nature  by  volunteering  to 


help  others.  These  individuals  and  groups 
realize  that  we  build  a  better  America  not 
by  protesting  or  demanding  that  others 
assume  responsibility  for  our  problems;  we 
build  better  futures  by  taking  on  the  prob¬ 
lems  we  see  in  our  own  communities. 

These  people  answered  their  own  inner 
call  for  action.  They  illustrate  our  land’s 


1224 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Sept  28 


genius  and  generosity,  a  land  where  ordi¬ 
nary  people  accomplish  extraordinary 
things.  I  call  them  Points  of  Light  because 
they  shine  through  the  dark  times  of  want 
or  despair. 

On  Monday,  the  575  daily  Points  of  Light 
will  come  to  Orlando,  Florida.  Barbara  and 
I  will  take  part  in  a  national  tribute  in  their 
honor.  And  when  America  looks  at  these 
heroes,  it  should  see  and  cherish  them  first 
as  individuals.  They  come  from  every  State, 
range  in  age  from  7  to  103,  and  cover  the 
spectrum  of  faith,  experience,  and  back¬ 
ground. 

But  we  should  also  look  upon  them  as  a 
group  that  can  shine  the  light  toward  a 
better  future.  The  575  Points  of  Light  form 
an  inspiring  portrait  of  our  Nation’s  poten¬ 
tial.  They  address  the  problems  our  Nation 
fears  most.  And  they  do  because  they  want 
to,  or  because  they  feel  they  must. 

Some  offer  friendship  and  advice  to  trou¬ 
bled  teens,  befriend  the  lonely,  or  simply 
hold  drug-addicted  babies.  Others  serve 
meals  to  AIDS  patients,  build  housing  for 
the  homeless,  reclaim  crime-infested  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Through  the  combined  light  gen¬ 
erated  by  these  acts  of  consequence  we  can 
dissolve  the  darkness,  we  can  rekindle  our 
own  belief  in  ourselves. 

Imagine  if  all  575  Points  of  Light  lived  in 
one  place.  When  you  realize  that  people 
like  these  live  in  your  neighborhood,  some 
just  waiting  for  a  chance  to  serve  others, 
then  it’s  easy  to  picture  such  a  place.  If 
every  community  in  this  land  committed 
itself  to  sacrifice  and  action  in  this  work, 
then  each  could  become  a  “community  of 
light.” 

In  a  community  of  light,  people  would 
discover  the  fulfillment  that  comes  with 
helping  others.  In  a  community  of  light, 
each  school,  business,  place  of  worship,  and 
group  would  lead  its  members  toward  the 
light  of  service  as  equal  partners  in  solving 
social  problems  at  their  root.  In  a  communi¬ 
ty  of  light,  people  would  use  their  ingenui¬ 


ty,  experience,  and  passion  to  find  solutions 
that  work  for  their  neighborhoods,  their 
communities.  They  would  adapt  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  successful  programs  in  efforts  to  meet 
their  needs  or,  if  necessary,  they  would 
craft  their  own. 

In  a  community  of  light,  everyone  will  be 
sought  after  for  their  own  gifts,  for  each 
person  has  something  to  share.  Walt  Whit¬ 
man  celebrated  this  when  he  wrote,  “I  hear 
America  singing;  each  singing  what  belongs 
to  him  or  her  and  to  no  one  else.” 

It’s  odd,  but  in  many  communities  around 
this  country,  neighbors  don’t  know  one  an¬ 
other.  Huge  apartment  buildings  teem  with 
strangers.  City  blocks  teem  with  strangers. 
Suburban  neighborhoods  lie  silent  because 
people  won’t  come  to  a  front  door  to  say, 
“Hi,  welcome  to  the  neighborhood.”  We 
start  building  communities  of  light  by  creat¬ 
ing  friendships  and  bonds  where  we  live. 
When  we  treat  neighbors  as  friends,  listen 
to  their  problems  and  concerns,  and  talk 
about  ways  of  making  things  better,  then 
we  establish  the  foundation  for  a  communi¬ 
ty  of  light. 

No,  voluntarism  won’t  solve  every  prob¬ 
lem.  It  won’t  fuel  our  economy.  It  won’t 
establish  and  protect  the  rule  of  law.  It 
won’t  supplant  essential  government  serv¬ 
ices.  But  it  will  provide  the  equally  essential 
heart  and  soul  our  communities  deserve. 

So  starting  today,  I  call  on  every  city, 
town,  and  neighborhood  in  our  country  to 
accept  this  great  challenge  to  become  a 
community  of  light.  And  then,  together, 
we’ll  find  a  way  to  unite  this  country,  not 
through  our  fears  but  through  our  good 
works. 

Note:  The  President  recorded  this  address  at 
3:45  p.m.  on  September  27  in  the  Cabinet 
Room  at  the  White  House  for  broadcast  at  9 
a.m.  on  September  28.  A  tape  was  not  avail¬ 
able  for  verification  of  the  content  of  this 
address. 
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Remarks  at  the  Points  of  Light  Celebration  in  Orlando,  Florida 
September  30,  1991 


Thank  you  very  much.  And  let  me  just 
start  by  saying  a  special  word  of  thanks  to 
Michael  Eisner  and  Ron  Allen  for  bringing 
all  of  these  Points  of  Light  together  for  this 
very  special  occasion.  Ever  since  this  con¬ 
cept  got  started,  Michael  Eisner  has  been  in 
the  forefront  of  it.  You  could  tell  from  his 
remarks  how  strongly  he  feels,  how  compas¬ 
sionately  he  views  the  work  of  every  single 
one  of  the  Points  of  Light  here  today.  And 
we  all  owe  him  a  great  vote  of  gratitude. 

And  may  I  also  pay  my  respects  and 
thanks  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Points  of  Light  Foundation  and  all  who  are 
doing  such  a  superb  job  on  this  work.  And 
I’d  single  out  our  own  White  House  chief  of 
all  the  operations  there,  Gregg  Peters- 
meyer.  I’m  very  pleased  that  Congressman 
McCollum  is  with  us.  And  let  me  just  thank 
Sandy  Patti  for  once  again  doing  the  honors 
on  this  magnificent  anthem  of  ours.  I  want 
to  thank  Lee  Greenwood  and  all  who  are 
making  this  a  spectacular  event. 

And  there's  one  more  special  person  that 
I  want  to  point  out  right  now.  Today,  I'm 
naming  our  575th  daily  Point  of  Light. 
She’s  a  great  kid.  She’s  only  12,  but  she 
gladly  helps  students  with  multiple  disabil¬ 
ities  at  her  school.  She  teaches  them  living 
skills  and  reads  to  them.  And  she’s  a  friend. 
And  I  want  her  to  come  up  onstage  now 
and  take  her  place  among  all  our  Points  of 
Light:  from  Houston,  Texas,  Julie  Harms. 

Everything  here  at  Epcot  reminds  us  of 
the  vision  of  the  man  who  conceived  this 
amazing  place  as  an  exploration  of  commu¬ 
nity.  Walt  Disney  once  said,  “The  greatest 
moments  in  life  are  not  concerned  with 
selfish  achievements,  but  rather  with  the 
things  we  do  for  the  people.”  And  he  was 
absolutely  right.  And  that  creed  brings  us 
together  in  this  extraordinary  place,  sharing 
this  extraordinary  day.  We  celebrate  the 
American  spirit,  the  greatest  natural  re¬ 
source  of  this,  the  greatest  Nation  in  the 
entire  world. 

We  celebrate  it  in  front  of  this  tableau  of 
American  heroes,  our  575  Points  of  Light. 
We’ve  honored  them  for  showing  “the 


better  angels  of  our  nature,”  for  volunteer¬ 
ing  to  help  others  in  their  own  communi¬ 
ties.  They  sum  up  the  genius  of  this  great 
and  generous  land:  Ordinary  people,  but 
doing  extraordinary  things. 

Today  we  celebrate  service  that  comes 
from  the  heart.  The  people  here  remind  me 
of  the  story  Martin  Luther  King  shared  the 
night  before  he  died,  of  a  visit  that  he’d 
made  to  the  Holy  Land.  And  there,  he’d 
traveled  the  road  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 
And  he  saw  the  path  of  robbers  and  real¬ 
ized  that  the  others  didn’t  help  the  man  in 
need  because  they  were  afraid.  They  asked 
themselves,  “If  I  stop  to  help  this  man, 
what  will  happen  to  me?”  But  King  said  the 
Good  Samaritan  asked,  “If  I  don’t  stop  to 
help  this  man,  what  will  happen  to  him?” 

Each  of  these  575  Points  of  Light  had  to 
defeat  fear,  suspicions,  and  even  just  plain 
old  complacency.  They  didn’t  say,  “This  is 
why  I  can’t  help.”  They  said,  “This  is  why  I 
can,  why  I  must.”  And  they  said,  “Maybe  I 
don’t  have  technical  skills,  but  I’m  a  good 
listener.  Maybe  I  don’t  have  money,  but  I 
have  time.  Maybe  I’m  not  physically  fit,  but 
I  care.  And  maybe  I  never  finished  school, 
but  I  have  life  experience.  I  have  something 
special  to  share.” 

Look  behind  me  and  out  here,  too,  with 
other  representatives.  I  think  it’s  fitting  to 
point  out  that  Points  of  Light  are  one 
people  or  are  they  a  group  in  a  community. 
These  575  dedicated  Americans  show  that 
Americans  care  about  their  Nation.  They 
care  about  each  other. 

Look  at  these  Points  of  Light  for  them¬ 
selves.  But  also  try  to  imagine  something 
more.  Imagine  if  all  of  them  left  their 
hometowns — Mike  Noyes  of  Maine,  Mrs. 
Wurst’s  third-graders  of  Nebraska,  Frank 
Lockyear  from  Oregon,  all  the  others — and 
moved  to  one  community.  What  would 
happen?  In  a  few  weeks  that  place  would 
be  utterly  transformed  because  everyone 
would  explore  their  genius  for  helping 
others  and  enriching  their  own  lives  in  the 
process. 

N inety-one-y ear-old  Julia  Goldstein  would 
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go  to  an  elementary  school  and  tutor  kids. 
Richard  McDonough  would  talk  local  hotels 
into  giving  rooms  and  training  for  the 
homeless.  Reverend  Eddie  Edwards  would 
get  his  neighbors  to  reclaim  and  refurbish 
crack  houses.  Dr.  Floyd  Seager  would  get 
his  colleagues  to  give  free  medical  services. 
Shadonica  Cohnes  would  get  other  college 
students  together;  they’d  be  mentoring  kids 
in  housing  developments. 

Imagine  all  575  of  these  ideas,  ideas  that 
already  are  working  somewhere,  working  to 
enrich  one  community.  A  community  like 
this,  one  in  which  a  person,  every  group, 
every  institution  gave  even  a  small  part  of 
their  time  in  service  to  others,  would 
become  a  “community  of  light.” 

Every  town  has  this  potential  already. 
Look  around  your  neighborhood  at  the  rich 
and  varied  tapestry  you  find  where  you 
live.  You  know  a  Julia  Goldstein,  an  elderly 
woman  down  the  street  who  could  help 
kids  learn  to  read.  Like  Richard  McDon¬ 
ough,  every  day  you  deal  with  people  who 
could  help  the  homeless.  You  attend  places 
of  worship  where  leaders  like  Reverend  Ed¬ 
wards  could  unite  neighborhoods  to  ren¬ 
ovate  housing.  You  are  doctors  and  college 
students  and  mothers  and  retired  people 
and  kids  who  could  become  Points  of  Light 
in  your  own  town.  And  yours,  too,  can 
become  a  community  of  light. 

We’ve  gathered  together  all  of  these 
Points  of  Light  to  show  that  you  don’t  have 
to  give  up  your  job  or  throw  off  your  family 
responsibilities  to  help  people.  Often,  little 
things  that  take  little  time  can  make  a  huge 
difference.  Each  community  has  people  of 
good  minds  and  good  hearts,  people  who 
can  truly  make  a  difference. 

We  know  that  all  the  world’s  woes  cannot 
be  solved  through  voluntary  service.  Our 
society  can’t  survive  without  an  efficient, 
compassionate  government  that  can  pre¬ 
serve  people’s  liberties,  that  can  establish  a 
rule  of  law  vital  for  civilized  life,  and  that 
can  do  its  part  to  help  those  in  need  in 
many,  many  ways.  We  also  know  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  vibrant  economy  and  the  jobs 
and  opportunities  it  creates. 

But  legislation  and  commerce  alone 
cannot  provide  the  soul  that  society  needs. 
Real  people  also  must  be  prepared  to  re¬ 
spond  to  real  problems  around  them.  And 


they  must  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  to 
neighbors,  offer  their  time  and  concern  to 
those  who  have  fallen  upon  bad  times. 

That’s  really  what  we  mean  when  we  talk 
about  communities  of  light.  We  celebrate 
the  potential  for  a  Nation  whose  goodness 
grows  out  of  small  acts  of  consequence 
made  by  many  people. 

George  Washington’s  America  had  a 
common  vision,  one  so  inspiring  that  when 
Lafayette  returned  to  France,  he  brought 
back  with  him  American  soil  to  be  buried 
in.  And  we  can  recapture  the  feeling  of 
purpose  that  gave  birth  to  this  Nation. 

But  first,  we’ve  got  to  cast  off  fear  and 
laziness  and  engage  in  a  little  selfless  work. 
We  need  to  look  at  our  toughest  prob¬ 
lems — crimes,  drugs,  the  breakdown  of  the 
family — and  realize  that  we  can’t  ask  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  do  everything.  And  we  can’t 
wait  for  Washington  to  act  every  time  a 
new  problem  arises  on  our  own  blocks.  We 
must  have  the  faith  in  ourselves  to  act.  We 
must  have  the  commitment  of  our  ideals  to 
act.  And  we  must  have  the  support  of 
friends  and  neighbors  to  act. 

When  conflict  raged  in  the  Gulf  earlier 
this  year,  we  thought  and  felt  and  cared  as 
one  Nation.  That  sacrifice  and  common  pur¬ 
pose  showed  us  a  glimpse  into  our  better 
selves.  Now,  we  must  face  the  hard  facts. 
Challenges  confront  us  everywhere.  So,  we 
must  embrace  the  thrilling  opportunity  to 
show  what  we’re  made  of.  The  people  gath¬ 
ered  here  prove  that  we  possess  the  grit, 
the  virtue,  and  the  will  to  clean  away  many 
of  the  obstacles  that  stand  between  us  and 
our  ideal  for  a  better  America. 

If,  as  President,  I  had  the  power  to  give 
just  one  thing  to  this  country,  it  would  be 
the  return  of  an  inner  moral  compass  nur¬ 
tured  by  the  family  and  valued  by  society. 
This  compass  would  guide  all  people  to 
value  life,  every  life.  It  would  show  us  that 
each  life  lost  to  despair  devalues  us  all.  It 
would  remind  us  that  caring  and  conscience 
make  us  human  and  make  us  free. 

Long  may  our  land  be  bright  with  car¬ 
ing’s  brilliant  light,  and  with  the  glow  of 
communities  of  light  lit  by  our  250  million 
possible  solutions.  And  may  we  be  filled 
with  the  words  St.  Francis  lived  by  nearly 
eight  centuries  ago:  “Where  there  is  hatred, 
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let  me  sow  love.  Where  there  is  despair, 
hope.  And  where  there  is  darkness,  light.” 

Thank  you  all  so  very  much  for  serving 
your  Nation  in  this  spectacular  way.  May 
God  bless  you,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America.  Thank  you  all. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11  a.m.  in  the 
American  Gardens  Theater  in  the  Epcot 
Center  in  Walt  Disney  World.  In  this 
public  tribute,  all  575  daily  Points  of  Light 


recognized  by  the  President  during  the  last 
2  years  were  honored  as  part  of  the  20th 
anniversary  of  Walt  Disney  World.  In  his 
remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Michael 
Eisner,  chairman  of  the  board  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  Walt  Disney  Co.;  Ron 
Allen,  chief  executive  officer  of  Delta  Air¬ 
lines ;  C.  Gregg  Petersmeyer,  Assistant  to  the 
President  and  Director  of  the  Office  of  Na¬ 
tional  Service;  and  entertainers  Sandy  Patti 
and  Lee  Greenwood. 


Remarks  to  a  Press  Forum  at  the  Points  of  Light  Celebration  in 
Orlando,  Florida 
September  30,  1991 


Let  me  just  quickly  say  that  this  has 
really  been  a  remarkable  day,  certainly  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  since  I’ve  been 
President,  for  me,  anyway.  I’m  delighted  to 
see  everybody  here,  delighted  to  meet  with 
these  remarkable  Points  of  Light,  and  ap¬ 
preciate  the  interest  that  so  many  have 
shown  in  their  work. 

The  Points  of  Light  that  you’ll  have  an 
opportunity  to  question  in  a  few  minutes 
represent  four  different  sectors  in  the  socie¬ 
ty.  Each  has  a  unique  and  valuable  role  to 
play  in  solving  our  most  serious  problems.  I 
tried  to  say  out  there  in  the  outdoor  gather¬ 
ing  that  Government  has  a  keen  and  active 
role  to  play,  but  it  cannot  be  done  without 
the  Points  of  Light  concept. 

Because  of  their  organizational  skills,  busi¬ 
nesses  are  especially  well  suited  to  mobiliz¬ 
ing  employees  for  effective  community 
service.  Moreover,  whether  it’s  a  large  cor¬ 
poration  or  a  neighborhood  retail  store, 
businesses  across  America  are  finding  very 
good  ways  to  use  their  distinctive  talents  to 
solve  social  problems  at  the  local  level. 

For  young  Americans,  for  the  young  ones 
over  here,  service  can  be  a  profound  ex¬ 
pression  of  their  idealism  that  we  so  often 
associate  with  young  people.  The  young 
Points  of  Light  are  going  to  have  a  lot  to 
tell  you,  I’m  sure,  about  how  their  genera¬ 
tion  is  expressing  its  idealism  through  direct 
and  consequential  action. 

Senior  citizens  possess  a  wealth  of  experi¬ 


ence  and  wisdom  and  energy  which  they 
never  cease  to  want  to  contribute  to  their 
country. 

And  finally,  because  sports  foster  the 
values  of  teamwork,  preparation,  and  disci¬ 
pline  while  offering  clearly  defined  meas¬ 
ures  of  success,  athletes  and  athletic  instruc¬ 
tors  who  share  their  gifts  also  have  a  very 
special  ability  to  lead  others  to  a  realization 
of  their  own  self-worth. 

So,  what  we’re  going  to  do  here,  I’ll  let 
you  break  into  separate  groups,  then  get  on 
with  the  real  purpose  of  this  gathering: 
Hearing  from  these  outstanding  Points  of 
Light  about  their  work,  about  their  role  in 
this  most  important  community  service 
movement. 

Again,  I  want  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr. 
Eisner  and  all  Disney  for  what  I  understand 
has  been  most  hospitable  attention  to  all  of 
our  people  from  all  around  this  country. 
And  I  think  that’s  very,  very  fine. 

And  though  I  have  to  go  on  to  a  lunch 
now,  I  might  just  say  that  inasmuch  as  I 
have  not  had  a  chance  to  comment  since 
my  speech  on  Friday  about  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons,  I  just  wanted  to  say  I  have  been  very 
pleased  with  the  reaction  from  all  around 
the  world.  I  was  pleased  with  the  Soviet 
reaction.  I  fully  expect  that  they  will  coop¬ 
erate  fully,  and  I  think  it’s  a  good  thing  for 
the  young  people  around  the  world  and  in 
this  country.  And  I  would  say  that  all  the 
reaction  from  all  different  corners  of  the 
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Earth  has  been  positive  so  far. 

The  international  reaction,  I  think,  shows 
the  world’s  thirst  for  peace.  And  what  I 
propose  will  preserve  our  own  leadership, 
our  own  strength,  guarantee  our  own  na¬ 
tional  security,  but  will  significantly  reduce 
nuclear  weapons  and,  again,  for  the  young 
people,  the  fear  of  nuclear  weapons.  So,  I’m 
very  pleased  with  the  response  to  all  of 
that,  and  I  would  say  to  the  Points  of  Light: 
I  know  as  you  wrestle  with  these  problems 
and  are  right  down  at  the  neighborhood 
level  trying  to  help  people,  I  hope  in  some 
way  this  move  now  that  I  think  will  be 
worldwide  to  reduce  these  weapons  will  be 
stimulative  and  will  offer  a  lot  of  hope  to 


the  young  generations  coming  along. 

Again,  my  thanks  to  all  of  you.  It’s  a  joy 
for  Barbara  and  me  to  be  with  you,  and 
good  luck. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:13  p.m.  in 
Asbury  Hall  at  Epcot  Center  in  Walt 
Disney  World.  Following  the  President’s  re¬ 
marks ,  the  Points  of  Light  participants  di¬ 
vided  into  four  core  groups,  business ,  youth, 
seniors,  and  sports  and  recreation,  for  spe¬ 
cialized  press  forums  addressing  social 
problems  in  American  communities.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 


Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  for  Participants  in  the  Points  of  Light 
Celebration  in  Orlando,  Florida 
September  30,  1991 


The  President  Thank  you  all  very  much.  I 
will  repeat:  This  has  been  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  days  of  my  Presidency.  I  again 
want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Michael 
Eisner,  to  all  the  people  at  Disney,  to  this 
outstanding  board  of  directors  that  this 
foundation  has.  You  saw  them  introduced 
earlier.  And  for  these  busy,  successful 
people  to  be  giving  of  themselves  in  this 
matter  I  think  is  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us. 

I  want  to  thank  Bill  Frederick  and  Dick 
Nunis  and  others  in  this  city  who  have  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  to  making  Orlando  the 
first  city  of  light,  and  I  particularly  admire 
the  spirit  in  which  this  commitment  has 
been  made.  All  people,  businesses,  groups, 
and  institutions  in  this  city,  as  we’ve  just 
heard,  will  be  equal  participants  in  this 
effort. 

Orlando  has  stepped  right  into  the  fore¬ 
front  now  of  the  Points  of  Light  movement. 
And  I  am  confident  that  the  leaders  in 
cities  and  towns  across  the  United  States 
will  be  able  to  learn  from  this,  from  your 
experience  and  from  your  inspiration.  That 
there  is  such  interest  in  this  movement  as  a 
means  of  transforming  communities  is  a 
tribute  to  the  daily  Points  of  Light  who  are 


gathered  here  today,  and  you  do  make  us 
believe  that  someday  we’ll  see  communities 
of  light  spread  across  the  United  States. 

Now,  my  role  is  to  introduce  the  next 
speaker.  My  notes  say,  “A  remarkable  lady 
whose  warmth  and  concern  have  made  a 
difference  in  so  many  lives.”  I’m  not  objec¬ 
tive.  I’m  not  an  objective  judge  on  this  one. 
A  lot  of  you  all  are  familiar  with  the  work 
that  she’s  done  since  we  moved  into  the 
White  House.  But  in  a  quiet  way,  long 
before  this  organization  started,  she  has 
been  a  very  special  Point  of  Light  for  many, 
many  years.  And  so  it  gives  me  great  pleas¬ 
ure  to  introduce  to  all  of  you  someone  you 
know,  Barbara  Bush. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:50  p.m,  in 
the  Grand  Harbor  Ballroom  in  the  Yacht 
and  Beach  Club  Resort  at  Walt  Disney 
World.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Bill 
Frederick,  mayor  of  Orlando,  and  Dick 
Nunis,  president  of  Walt  Disney  Co.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  President’s  remarks,  Mrs.  Bush 
addressed  the  Points  of  Light  participants. 
After  the  luncheon,  the  President  traveled 
to  Miami 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  Budget  Deferrals 

September  30,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Congressional 
Budget  and  Impoundment  Control  Act  of 
1974,  I  herewith  report  one  deferral  of 
budget  authority  for  FY  1991,  totaling 
$86,959,992,  and  seven  deferrals  of  budget 
authority  for  FY  1992,  totaling 
$1,817,019,817. 

These  deferrals  affect  International  Secu¬ 
rity  Assistance  programs  as  well  as  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  Agency  for  International  De¬ 
velopment  and  the  Departments  of  Agricul¬ 


ture,  Defense,  Health  and  Human  Services, 
State,  and  Transportation.  The  details  of 
these  deferrals  are  contained  in  the  at¬ 
tached  report. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

September  30,  1991. 

Note:  The  attachment  detailing  the  defer¬ 
rals  was  published  in  the  Federal  Register 
on  October  7. 


Remarks  at  the  Beacon  Council  Annual  Meeting  in  Miami,  Florida 

September  30,  1991 


Thank  you  for  that  welcome  back.  And 
Fm  delighted  to  be  here.  And  Jim  Batten, 
thank  you,  sir.  What  is  it  about  the  water  in 
Miami?  I  think  about  Alvah  Chapman  and 
all  he  did  as  a  civic  leader  in  addition  to 
running  Knight-Ridder.  And  now,  in  that 
same  marvelous,  unselfish  tradition,  you 
have  Jim  Batten  who  introduced  me  here 
today,  and  Fm  very  grateful  to  him  for  that 
warm  introduction.  And  I  listened  carefully 
to  his  counsel.  And  yes,  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  must  help  when  you  have  active 
citizens  like  Miami  trying  to  take  care  of 
their  own  problems.  We  have  a  role.  We 
understand  it.  And  we  want  to  be  your 
partners  in  these  efforts  for  economic  de¬ 
velopment.  So,  thank  you,  sir,  very,  very 
much. 

I  want  to  thank  John  Anderson,  the  coun¬ 
cil  president.  I  want  to  salute  Burt  Landy, 
the  incoming  chairman.  And  I  would  like  to 
just  say  what  a  great  job  your  outgoing 
chairman  has  done.  [Laughter]  Fm  entitled 
to  my  opinion.  Now,  wait  a  minute  here. 

Fm  also  pleased  that  one  of  the  Repre¬ 
sentatives  from  here,  Ileana  Ros-Lehtinen, 
flew  down  with  us.  And  your  State  insur¬ 
ance  commissioner  is  with  us  today.  And  I 
hope  Fm  not  neglecting  others,  but  that  is  a 
marvelous  turnout. 


Jeb,  I’ve  got  to  hand  it  to  you.  You’ve 
been  telling  me  Miami  is  friendly  territory, 
and  Fm  beginning  to  see  what  you  mean. 
Imagine  winning  a  new  major  league  base¬ 
ball  franchise  and  naming  it  for  my  Press 
Secretary.  I  hear  Marlin — Fitzwater,  that 
is — is  serious  about  these  rumors  that  he’ll 
get  to  throw  out  the  first  pitch.  [Laughter] 
Marlin  thinks  I  don’t  notice  these  things, 
but  last  time  I  gave  a  press  conference  he’d 
left  his  rosin  bag  there  at  the  podium  in  the 
newsroom.  [Laughter] 

Commerce  in  Miami,  it’s  always  been  an 
adventure.  Dade  County  now  numbers  2 
million  residents,  but  in  an  exciting  sense 
it’s  still  an  outpost  of  opportunity.  Your  or¬ 
ganization’s  symbol,  the  beacon  on  the  old 
Cape  Florida  lighthouse,  reminds  us  that 
less  than  a  century  ago;  south  Florida  was  a 
frontier  less  developed  and  more  forbidding 
than  the  Western  deserts.  And  in  the  year 
1900,  Miami  was  a  sultry  settlement  of 
fewer  than  1,700  souls.  And  today,  Miami 
serves  as  the  gateway  of  the  Americas,  a 
powerful  magnet  for  economic  growth. 

Here,  you  look  beyond  your  borders,  and 
beyond  your  time.  And  you  take  seriously 
your  obligation  to  build  a  prosperous  econo¬ 
my  not  just  for  today,  but  for  the  future. 
For  instance,  you  do  care  deeply  about  edu- 
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cation,  and  your  schools  reflect  that  com¬ 
mitment.  Educators  across  our  country 
admire  Dade  County’s  international  schools 
program.  Graduates  of  the  program  will 
meet  all  the  requirements  for  university  ad¬ 
mission  not  only  in  the  United  States  but 
also  in  participating  foreign  countries. 

This  sort  of  imagination,  this  commitment 
to  quality  lies  at  the  heart  of  our  adminis¬ 
tration’s  America  2000  strategy  to  spark  a 
veritable  revolution  in  education.  Miami 
can  take  pride  that  our  Secretary  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  Lamar  Alexander,  this  month  gave 
special  recognition  to  the  Dade  County 
schools’  innovations.  But  you  should  not  rest 
on  today’s  laurels  because  you’ll  need  to  do 
even  better  in  the  future. 

You  know,  we  talk  a  lot  at  our  students 
and  about  our  students.  Well,  tomorrow  I 
will  be  going  into  a  junior  high  classroom  to 
talk  to  and  with  our  students  about  their 
role  in  this  revolution.  All  across  the  United 
States,  via  CNN  and  PBS,  other  students  in 
their  own  schools  will  be  able  to  hear  this 
message  about  the  need  for  educational  ex¬ 
cellence. 

And  we’re  determined  to  deepen  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  parents.  We  want  to  give  par¬ 
ents  the  freedom  to  choose  their  children’s 
schools,  public,  private,  or  parochial.  We’re 
challenging  parents,  students,  businesses, 
and  community  leaders  to  help  develop 
schools  that  simply  break  the  mold.  Because 
Dade  County  already  is  in  the  forefront,  in 
the  vanguard,  I  count  on  you  to  light  the 
way,  to  show  the  whole  Nation  how  we  can 
reinvent  American  education. 

You  also  build  a  better  future  with  just 
plain  common  sense.  You  invite  business, 
rather  than  shooing  it  away.  Miami  enjoys  a 
large  tax  base  with  some  of  the  lowest  tax 
rates  in  the  country.  But  one  important  tax 
remains  not  just  for  Miamians  but  for  tax¬ 
payers  all  across  the  country.  And  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  here  about  the  Federal  tax  on  capital 
gains.  A  capital  gains  tax  cut  will  boost  start¬ 
up  companies  and  other  small  businesses. 
And  these  are  the  primary  sources  of  new 
jobs  in  our  country. 

And  I  may  be  talking  to  the  choir  here 
with  some  of  the  entrepreneurs  in  this 
crowd,  but  that’s  because  I  want  you  to  sing 
a  louder  chorus.  Some  folks  in  Congress  still 
haven’t  gotten  the  message.  They  don’t  un¬ 


derstand  that  a  capital  gains  tax  cut  is  not  a 
sop  for  the  rich.  It  offers  a  helping  hand  to 
entrepreneurs  and  dreamers,  people  who 
aren’t  rich  today  but  whose  contributions 
could  enrich  our  entire  society  tomorrow. 

A  capital  gains  tax  cut  also  will  help  be¬ 
leaguered  industry,  especially  the  real 
estate  business.  And  a  cut  will  produce  an 
immediate  increase  in  property  values, 
which  in  turn  can  offer  new  hope  for  strug¬ 
gling  financial  institutions. 

So,  I  hope  you’ll  make  the  truth  vivid  to 
Congress.  Talk  about  your  own  experiences 
and  needs.  Tell  them  to  cut  the  capital 
gains  taxes  and  give  our  people  jobs.  The 
two  things  are  interlocked. 

And  we  also  must  fight  as  a  Nation  to 
battle  another  tax,  an  invisible  tax.  And 
many  in  this  room  have  been  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  this.  I’m  talking  about  crime.  Crime 
exacts  enormous  costs.  I  think  of  the  job 
that  many  of  you  did  in  battling  the  narcot¬ 
ics  coming  into  this  country,  battling  the 
crime  related  to  all  of  that.  I’m  talking 
about  crime.  Crime  exacts  enormous  costs 
in  security  systems,  in  business  losses,  in 
workers’  morale,  in  pain,  and  in  fear. 

Our  administration  has  proposed  a  com¬ 
prehensive  crime  package  that  offers 
people  hope,  and  it  gives  them  a  chance  to 
reclaim  their  streets.  The  Senate  has  passed 
a  bill  that  incorporates  many  of  our  sugges¬ 
tions.  It’s  important  that  you  urge  the 
House  to  do  the  same  thing.  We  must  pre¬ 
vent  the  criminals  from  holding  up  our 
economy.  And  we  need  fewer  stickups  and 
more  lockups,  and  this  bill  will  help  get  the 
job  done. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  Miami  faces  an 
exciting  future  in  international  banking  and 
financial  services.  Among  American  cities, 
only  New  York  conducts  more  foreign 
banking  business.  And  with  expected 
growth  in  foreign  trade,  the  market  for 
Miami-based  financial  services  should  grow 
ever  more  robust.  And  unfortunately,  you 
must  be  dealing  now,  at  the  Federal  level 
at  least,  with  banking  laws  that  lag  way 
behind  our  times.  Our  administration  wants 
to  bring  them  up  to  date. 

I  worry  about  the  economy.  Jim  Batten 
touched  on  it.  These  are  taugh  times.  But 
we  can  do  something  about  it.  We  sent 
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Congress  a  comprehensive  package  of  bank¬ 
ing  reforms  earlier  this  year.  Our  plan 
would  protect  depositors"  hard-earned 
money,  strengthen  and  modernize  our 
banks  and  financial  institutions  and  make 
them  more  competitive  in  global  markets. 

So,  this  is  no  time  for  delay.  And  this  is  no 
time  for  anticompetitive  measures.  If  we 
want  strong  banks  and  a  strong  economy, 
Congress  must  enact  comprehensive  bank¬ 
ing  reforms.  And  I  might  add,  parentheti¬ 
cally,  we  also  need  a  full  and  vigorous  team 
on  the  Federal  Reserve.  This  is  a  matter  on 
which  the  United  States  Senate  needs  a 
loud  wake-up  call.  Two  of  the  seven  seats 
on  the  Fed  sit  empty  right  now.  And  my 
nomination  for  the  first  vacancy,  Larry 
Lindsey,  won  an  overwhelming  endorse¬ 
ment  from  the  Senate  Banking  Committee, 
but  one  or  two  Senators  have  held  up  his 
nomination  for  months.  And  given  the 
problems  the  country  faces,  the  financial 
problems,  that’s  just  plain  inexcusable. 

And  when  the  Senate  confirms  Larry 
Lindsey,  we  hope  it  will  move  quickly  to 
confirm  Susan  Phillips,  my  choice  for  the 
other  open  seat.  The  Senate  also  needs  to 
act  on  my  renomination  of  Alan  Greenspan 
as  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board. 
He’s  doing  a  good  job.  There’s  no  contro¬ 
versy,  but  they  ought  to  get  on  about  the 
Nation’s  financial  business,  it  seems  to  me. 

The  Fed  faces  a  host  of  important  deci¬ 
sions  in  monetary  policy,  in  bank  regula¬ 
tion,  and  international  affairs.  And  it 
shouldn’t  have  to  address  them  with  any¬ 
thing  less  than  a  full  team,  a  team  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  ensuring  price  stability  and  fostering 
economic  growth. 

Our  administration  wants  to  take  on 
issues  that  you  care  about.  And  here  I’ve 
touched  on  just  a  few:  the  education,  crime 
and  economic  growth,  the  capital  gains  tax, 
Fed  and  banking  reform.  And  I  could  talk, 
too,  about  energy  or  transportation  or 
homeownership  or  tenant  management  in 
housing  or  in  defense.  But  the  point  is,  we 
need  Congress’  help  if  we  want  to  move 
forward  toward  our  goals.  And  looking  out 
on  the  enormous  collection  of  talent,  of 
business  talent,  I  can’t  resist  asking  you  to 
volunteer  in  helping  me  persuade  Congress 
to  get  moving,  not  tomorrow,  not  next  year, 
not  the  next  congressional  session,  but  now. 


And  now  I’d  like  to  briefly  look  ahead.  As 
we  gather  here,  we  can  almost  see  a  new 
age  of  liberty  dawning  around  the  globe.  I 
can’t  think  of  a  more  exciting  time  in  the 
history  of  our  country  to  be  President  than 
right  now.  The  changes  around  the  world 
are  amazing,  and  freedom  and  democracy 
is  on  the  move,  and  I  think  peace  has  a 
much  better  chance  than  it’s  had  in  a  long, 
long  time. 

Now,  I  spoke  of  that  new  age  just  this 
past  Friday  night  in  an  address  to  the 
American  people.  And  because  of  the  dra¬ 
matic  changes  that  have  swept  our  world, 
particularly  in  the  Soviet  Union,  we  are 
now  able  to  take  equally  dramatic  steps  to 
make  our  world  safer  from  the  threat  of 
nuclear  weapons.  I  am  very  pleased  with 
the  positive  worldwide  response  to  our  an¬ 
nouncement,  particularly  from  President 
Gorbachev. 

I  believe  that  this  announcement  the 
other  day  really  does  have  the  chance  of 
removing  fear  from  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
our  young  people  in  schools  not  just  in  our 
country  but  all  around  the  world. 

We  are  seeing  that  new  age  of  democracy 
and  freedom  also  dawn  right  here  in  our 
own  hemisphere.  With  each  passing  day,  we 
move  closer  to  realizing  the  dream  of  free 
trade,  from  the  Arctic  Circle  to  the  Strait  of 
Magellan.  Under  President  Carlos  Salinas, 
this  outstanding  young  President  of  Mexico, 
Mexico  has  enacted  breathtaking  economic 
reforms.  And  now,  with  the  Fast  Track  pro¬ 
cedures  in  place,  we  are  negotiating  with 
Mexico  and  Canada  to  create  a  North 
American  free  trade  agreement  that  will 
create  an  open  market  of  360  million  con¬ 
sumers,  one  that  produces  $6  trillion  a  year 
in  economic  output. 

Our  prospects  south  of  Mexico  look  just  as 
exciting.  We  have  signed  framework  trade 
and  investment  agreements  with  28  coun¬ 
tries  in  this  hemisphere.  And  I  have  asked 
Congress  to  act  promptly  on  legislation  for 
debt  reduction  and  a  multilateral  invest¬ 
ment  fund  for  the  hemisphere.  These 
simple  acts  will  let  us  put  our  Enterprise  for 
the  Americas  Initiative  into  full  effect  and 
make  Miami  a  key  gateway  to  our  Nation’s 
economic  future. 

I  might  say,  having  challenged  the  Con- 
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gress  to  take  certain  action  on  the  domestic 
side,  that  we  approach  this  Fast  Track  au¬ 
thority  in  a  totally  nonpartisan  way.  It 
wasn’t  Democrat;  it  wasn’t  Republican;  it 
was  just  sound,  good  business  that  will  help 
our  neighbors  and,  in  my  view,  will  create 
job  after  job  right  here  in  the  United  States 
of  America.  It  was  government  at  its  very 
best.  And  now  we’re  working  to  hammer 
out  an  agreement  that  Congress  can  accept, 
a  trade  agreement  with  Mexico  and  Canada 
that  Congress  can  enthusiastically  endorse. 
And  it  shows  that  it  can  be  done  when  you 
reach  out  and  work  across  the  aisle,  Repub¬ 
lican  and  Democrat  and  even  independent. 
So,  that  is  what  we’ve  got  to  do,  and  I  must 
say,  I  think  this  sets  a  good  example.  And  I 
hope  when  we  bring  these  things  to  frui¬ 
tion,  Miami  and  south  Florida  will  be  the 
immediate  beneficiaries  of  what  I  think  is 
farsighted  foreign  policy. 

But  our  hopes  for  the  future  involve 
more  than  just  the  promise  of  trade,  impor¬ 
tant  though  that  is.  We  also  see  a  dramatic 
increase  in  individual  freedom  and 
empowerment  throughout  our  region. 
Democratic  elections,  respect  for  human 
rights,  economic  liberty  are  fast  becoming 
the  rule,  not  the  exception. 

This  phenomenon  just  begs  for  a  catchy 
name.  Here’s  one,  la  revolucion  sin  fron- 
teras ,  the  revolution  without  frontiers.  Now 
some  here  will  know  that  I  stole  the  term. 
It  comes  from  the  bad  old  days  of  Sandi- 
nista  rule  in  Nicaragua.  When  Marxists  used 
this  slogan,  it  signaled  a  threat  to  freedom 
and  sovereignty  of  Nicaragua’s  neighbors. 
Threat  to  the  sovereignty,  threat  to  the 
freedom. 

And  how  times  have  changed.  Today,  a 
real  liberation  movement  sweeps  the  globe. 
And  it  threatens  no  one’s  peace  or  sover¬ 
eignty,  no  one’s  right  to  worship,  no  one’s 
freedom  to  buy  and  sell,  or  to  imagine  and 
create.  It’s  the  revolution  of  democracy. 
And  it  makes  possible  the  equally  startling 
revolution  of  ideas  that  gives  rise  to  eco¬ 
nomic  progress. 

In  closing,  it’s  absolutely  impossible  to 
visit  Miami  these  days  without  feeling  that 
this  revolution  soon  will  sweep  away  our 
hemisphere’s  last  dictator,  Fidel  Castro.  Al¬ 
ready,  a  savvy  team  of  experts  from  the 
Greater  Miami  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 


prepared  a  detailed  report  on  the  economic 
opportunities  that  will  emerge  along  with 
freedom  in  Cuba.  Trade  and  investment 
will  offer  new  hope  to  the  Cuban  people 
who  have  suffered  enough  despotism  and 
deprivation. 

Remember  how  we  used  to  dream  about 
a  free  Cuba  and  a  prosperous,  free  hemi¬ 
sphere?  Well,  it’s  no  longer  a  fantasy.  It’s 
inevitable  in  my  view.  Soon  our  new  world, 
our  hemisphere  of  the  Americas,  will  be  a 
community  where  liberty,  peace,  and  pros¬ 
perity  know  no  frontiers.  And  Miami  will 
flourish,  you  can  see  it  clearly,  as  its  hub 
and  as  its  beacon. 

Some  have  suggested  to  me  that  now  is 
the  time,  given  the  enormous  changes  in 
Eastern  Europe,  changes  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  changes  for  democracy  south  of 
Mexico,  that  now  is  the  time  to  alter  our 
policy  towards  Cuba. 

Let  me  tell  you  something,  I’m  not  going 
to  change  it  one  single  bit.  The  Cuban 
people  are  entitled  to  have  this  wave  of 
democracy  fulfill  their  dreams.  And  we 
want  to  be  a  part  of  that  answer,  a  part  of 
that  new  democracy  in  which  many  people 
in  this  room  can  have  such  an  active  role  as 
we  try  to  bring  commerce  and  prosperity  to 
people  that  have  been  deprived  too  long 
because  they’ve  been  the  victim  of  totalitar¬ 
ianism. 

It’s  a  great  pleasure  to  be  back  here  in 
Miami  today.  As  I  say,  I  think  of  the  activity 
and  the  energy  of  Miami’s  civic  business 
community.  You’re  an  example  to  the  rest 
of  the  country.  And  I  salute  you,  I’m  grate¬ 
ful  to  you,  and  I  might  just  say  on  a  very 
personal  basis,  thanks  for  embracing  my 
son,  our  daughter-in-law;  we’ve  got  a  grand¬ 
daughter  here.  And  these  Bushes  feel  that 
they’re  an  integral  part  of  the  love  and 
honor  that  is  Miami.  Thank  you  all  very, 
very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:33  p.m.  at 
the  James  L.  Knight  International  Center. 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  James  Batten, 
chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Knight-Ridder  Newspapers,  Inc.;  Alvah 
Chapman,  director  and  chairman  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  Knight-Ridder;  John 
Ellis  (Jeb)  Bush,  the  President’s  son  and 
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former  chairman  of  the  council;  and  State  Following  his  remarks ,  the  President  trav- 
insurance  commissioner  Tom  Gallagher,  eled  to  New  Orleans,  LA. 


Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Dinner  for  Governor  Buddy  Roemer  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
September  30,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Thank 
you,  Buddy,  and  thank  all  of  you.  Thank 
you  so  very  much  for  that  warm  welcome. 
I’m  just  delighted  to  be  here.  It  was  a  won¬ 
derful  introduction,  recalling  why  the 
author  Pearl  Buck  wrote,  “I  fell  in  love  with 
Louisiana  generally  and  New  Orleans  in 
particular.”  Well,  thinking  back  to  the  1988 
convention,  this  town  reminds  me  of  win¬ 
ning.  And  I  have  a  feeling  that,  come  Octo¬ 
ber  19th,  it’s  going  to  remind  me  of  win¬ 
ning  once  again  because  we’re  going  to  re¬ 
elect  this  State  Governor. 

I  want  to  thank  my  friends  Jim  Bob  Mof¬ 
fett  and  Dave  Treen  and  everyone  else  that 
worked  on  this  highly  successful  dinner.  A 
quick  hello  to  two  with  whom  I  closely 
work  and  whom  I  respect  enormously,  Jim 
McCrery  and  Bob  Livingston,  Members  of 
the  United  States  Congress  who  are  right 
here  with  us  tonight. 

And  also,  we  ought  to  have  a  word  in 
there  for  that  marching  band  from  St.  Au¬ 
gustine.  Just  first  class.  First  class.  Thank 
you.  And  it  was  so  great  to  taxi  up  in  this 
magnificent  new  Air  Force  One  and  see  a 
red  carpet  rolled  out  at  the  airport  to  greet 
me.  Then,  I  found  out  it  was  for  Jim  Mora. 
[Laughter]  Actually,  you’re  getting  a  pre¬ 
view  of  what  a  Republican  administration 
can  do  for  Louisiana.  How  ’bout  those 
Saints,  fastest  start  in  history. 

But  I  am  proud,  very  proud,  indeed,  to 
be  here  to  show  my  support  for  my  long¬ 
time  friend,  and  I  use  that  term  advisedly, 
Buddy  Roemer.  We’ve  done  a  lot  of  things 
together,  fought  a  lot  of  battles  on  the  ath¬ 
letic  courts.  I  think  we’ve  got  a  lot  in 
common.  We  both  can  be  a  bit  stubborn. 
We  don’t  always  get  along  with  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  [Laughter]  We  both  like  fishing.  We 
both  love  Tabasco.  And  I  want  to  see  him 
reelected  Governor  of  this  State,  and  I’m 


sure  he  agrees  with  me  that  he  wants  to  be 
reelected  Governor  of  this  State. 

But  look  at  the  record,  though,  seriously. 
A  man  who  values  conviction  above  con¬ 
science,  who  puts  the  people  before  the 
politicians.  He  was  elected  in  very  tough 
times,  if  you  just  look  back  over  your  all’s 
shoulders,  to  do  some  tough  work.  And  now 
he  deserves  reelection,  as  Jim  Bob  said,  to 
finish  the  job.  He  spoke  for  most  Louisian¬ 
ians  when  he  said,  and  here  were  his 
quotes:  “Change  and  progress  do  not  come 
easily.  There  have  been  battles  won  and 
battles  lost.  But  we  will  not  go  back.  We 
will  not  turn  back  the  clock.  Our  children’s 
future  can’t  endure  it.  Our  conscience 
won’t  allow  it.”  Those  were  his  words. 

Like  Buddy  Roemer,  our  administration 
has  tried  to  pursue  policies  of  conscience 
which  do  advance  that  future.  First,  as  he 
did,  let’s  now  look  abroad  where,  more  than 
ever,  America  clearly  remains  the  light  of 
the  world. 

When  a  dictator  crushed  hopes  for  de¬ 
mocracy  in  his  homeland  and  endangered 
the  Western  Hemisphere,  we  helped  the 
Panamanian  people  restore  free  elections 
and  the  rule  of  law.  And  when  a  brutal 
tyrant  invaded  and  plundered  Kuwait,  we 
helped  put  together  an  international  coali¬ 
tion  that  rolled  back  his  aggression  and  lib¬ 
erated  a  land.  And  let  me  say  this:  The 
aggression  against  Kuwait  did  not  stand, 
and  any  defiance  of  those  United  Nations 
resolutions  now  on  the  books  and  unful¬ 
filled,  any  aggression  against  those,  any  defi¬ 
ance  of  those  will  not  stand  either.  I’m  just 
as  determined  to  see  that  he  does  not  suc¬ 
ceed. 

As  communism  crumbled,  we  extended  a 
helping  hand  and  made  it  clear  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  will  support  those  who  promote  de¬ 
mocracy,  free  enterprise,  and  individual  lib- 


1234 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Sept.  30 


erty. 

And  so,  ours  is  a  changing  world.  And  I 
might  say,  parenthetically,  I  can't  think  of  a 
time  in  American  history  of  more  challenge 
or  more  excitement  to  be  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  absolutely  fantastic,  the 
change  that’s  going  on  around  the  world. 

Just  last  month  when  a  coup  threatened 
the  cause  of  democracy  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
we  stood,  all  of  us  in  this  country,  firmly  on 
the  side  of  freedom.  And  after  the  coup 
failed,  both  Boris  Yeltsin  and  Mikhail  Gor¬ 
bachev  called  me  to  say  how  absolutely  cru¬ 
cial  it  had  been  to  have  the  support  of  the 
American  people. 

These  Soviet  leaders,  as  Lincoln  said,  had 
the  courage  “to  think  anew.”  And  because 
of  that  and  because  of  our  commitment, 
America’s  commitment  to  values  people  re¬ 
spect  around  the  globe,  as  you  saw  Friday 
night,  we  are  now  able  to  take  dramatic 
steps  to  reduce  nuclear  weapons  and  to 
build  a  freer  and  safer  world.  And  I  might 
add,  the  ‘response  to  the  proposals  that  I 
made  Friday  about  nuclear  arms  reduction 
has  been  overwhelming,  from  countries  all 
over  the  world.  Not  just  over  in  Eastern 
Europe;  not  just  the  Soviet  Union;  all  over 
the  world,  a  freer  and  a  safer  world. 

And  at  home,  we  seek  nothing  less.  So, 
we  have  launched  a  domestic  agenda, 
Buddy  talked  about  some  of  it  on  education, 
to  achieve  growth  and  opportunity  and 
progress.  Let  me  just  cite  some  accomplish¬ 
ments.  We’ve  got  a  long  way  to  go,  working 
with  the  Governors  for  some  of  these  objec¬ 
tives. 

The  child  care,  our  administration  pushed 
for  and  got  legislation  that  has  dramatically 
increased  child  care  assistance  to  parents  in 
this  country,  giving  the  parents  a  choice  as 
to  where  they  want  their  kids  taken  care  of 
when  they  need  child  care. 

And  next,  the  clean  air:  We  pushed  for 
and  got  pioneering  legislation  to  combat 
acid  rain  and  toxic  air  pollutants. 

Also,  last  year  we  pushed  for  and  got  the 
first  landmark  civil  rights  legislation  for 
people  with  disabilities,  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act. 

These  bills  represent  an  administration 
which  believes  that  government  should 
serve  the  people,  not  the  other  way  around. 
Buddy  knows  what  I’m  talking  about.  It’s 


been  said  that  Buddy  doesn’t  just  talk  the 
talk;  he  walks  the  walk.  And  so  does  this 
administration.  We  are  walking.  I’d  say  run¬ 
ning,  with  a  flock  of  domestic  initiatives. 
There’s  only  one  problem,  and  that  is  a 
Congress  whose  only  agenda  is  to  block  our 
agenda.  And  we’re  getting  a  little  tired  of 
it,  frankly. 

Let’s  look  first  at  crime  and  transporta¬ 
tion.  Our  administration  has  unveiled  a 
transportation  bill  to  address  local  needs 
and  a  crime  bill  to  take  the  criminals  off  the 
street  so  that  law-abiding  Americans  can 
take  back  the  streets.  Last  March  6th,  I  said 
we  could  pass  both  bills  in  100  days.  It’s  208 
days  later,  and  Congress  still  hasn’t  even 
acted  on  this  legislation. 

Let’s  take  a  look  next  at  the  environment. 
Here  in  Louisiana,  Buddy  Roemer  has  made 
your  Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
protect  what  Teddy  Roosevelt  called  “our 
cathedral  of  the  outdoors.”  I  challenge  Con¬ 
gress  to  do  the  same  by  funding  our  Amer¬ 
ica  the  Beautiful  program  to  restore  our 
wetlands. 

Let’s  look  at  civil  rights.  Some  in  Con¬ 
gress  want  a  bill  that  divides  our  people.  I 
want  one  that  brings  us  together.  And  I 
have  just  this  kind  of  civil  rights  bill  up 
there  right  now,  and  I’d  like  to  see  it 
passed.  I  don’t  like  these  allegations  made 
that  we’re  not  interested  in  the  rights  of  all 
Americans.  We  are,  but  I’m  not  going  to 
sign  a  bad  bill  just  to  have  satisfaction  of 
some  Democrats  that  are  running  the  Con¬ 
gress. 

Another  initiative  is  our  capital  gains  leg¬ 
islation  to  spur  the  economy.  In  Louisiana, 
some  are  saying,  “Laissez  les  bon  temps 
rouler.”  [Laughter]  Well,  everybody  knows 
first  you’ve  got  to  make  a  roux.  [Laughter] 
Capital  gains  is  a  recipe  for  growth.  It  isn’t 
a  tax  break  for  the  rich.  It’s  a  jobs  creation 
bill.  And  with  this  stagnant  economy, 
heaven  knows  we  need  something  to  create 
jobs  for  the  American  people. 

And  finally,  let  me  talk  about  how  you 
can’t  have  a  developed  economy  without 
developed  minds,  what  Buddy  referred  to 
as  “the  second  war.”  We’ve  started  a  cru¬ 
sade  for  educational  excellence  that’s  taken 
hold  in  State  after  State.  It  is  called,  as  he 
said,  America  2000.  And  when  this  Gover- 
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nor  saw  that  Louisiana  wasn’t  passing  the 
grade,  he  sent  the  State  back  to  school. 
Today,  you  see  signs  of  progress  every¬ 
where  in  this  State,  and  you  feel  it.  In  Lou¬ 
isiana,  the  ACT  scores  of  black  students 
have  increased  dramatically.  The  CAT 
scores  of  all  students  have  improved  for  3 
straight  years.  And  your  college-bound  sen¬ 
iors  have  improved  their  SAT  scores.  The 
Roemer  legacy:  Smaller  class  sizes,  more  re¬ 
spect  for  the  teachers  that  sacrifice  for  the 
lives  of  our  kids,  and  achievement  on  the 
rise.  And  that  is  a  good  legacy  for  this  State, 
and  it’s  a  good  example  for  our  entire  coun¬ 
try. 

You  know,  a  noted  politician  once  said  of 
Buddy  Roemer,  “He’s  often  wrong,  but 
never  in  doubt.”  [Laughter]  That’s  a  real 
compliment  coming  from  Tip  O’Neill. 
[Laughter] 

Two  years  and  two  days  ago,  I  saw  how 
Buddy  can  be  self-confident  and  right — 
sorry,  Tip — working  with  me  and  all  of  the 
Nation’s  Governors  at  the  Charlottesville 
education  summit. 

Buddy  also  joined  me  last  April  at  the 
White  House  when  I  announced  America 
2000,  a  national  strategy  to  reach  six  educa¬ 
tion  goals,  from  making  every  citizen  liter¬ 
ate  to  making  our  students  first  in  math  and 
science.  There  were  50  Governors.  There 
was  a  handful  of  them  out  front  creating, 
doing  the  imaginative  thinking.  And  I  can 
tell  you  without  fear  of  contradiction,  Gov¬ 
ernor  Roemer  of  Louisiana  was  one  of  that 
handful  that  made  this  whole  strategy  possi¬ 
ble. 

And  I  agree  with  him  that  our  future  de¬ 
pends  on  raising  education  above  previous 
plateaus  of  achievement.  And  that’s  why 
Buddy  recently  announced  his  intention  to 
organize  2000  Louisiana  communities  state¬ 
wide:  his  own  crusade,  your  own  crusade 
for  excellence. 

The  Americans  really  in  this  field,  I  think, 
want  radical  reform.  We’re  not  talking  any¬ 
more  about  patching  it  up.  We’re  not 
taking  about  that.  Spending  on  education 
went  from  something  like  $110  billion  to 
$400  billion  over  the  last  10  years.  It  isn’t  a 
question  simply  of  spending  money.  The  re¬ 
sults  went  down;  spending  almost  quadru¬ 
pled. 

What  we  need:  Reforms  like  school 


choice  to  give  the  parents  a  chance  to 
choose  where  they  want  those  kids  to  go. 
And  that  choice  alone  will  guarantee  that 
the  schools  that  are  not  chosen  will  improve 
themselves.  It’s  worked  in  other  cities.  It’s 
worked  in  States,  and  it  can  work  right  here 
under  his  leadership.  Americans,  the 
people,  want  radical  reform  with  competi¬ 
tion  and  accountability,  and  with  those 
schools  we’ll  work,  and  wasteful  programs 
will  waste  away.  And  power  will  shift  from 
the  heavy  hand  of  the  State  to  the  hands 
that  run  the  home  and  raise  the  family. 

Like  America  2000,  Louisiana  2000  will 
let  citizens  work  together  to  help  our  edu¬ 
cation  system  work  for  us.  I  speak  of  gov¬ 
ernment  and  communities,  teachers  and 
parents,  businesses  and  volunteers,  and  yes, 
in  this  field,  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
and  liberals  and  conservatives.  It  doesn’t 
matter.  It  is  too  important  to  let  party 
divide  us  and  keep  us  from  accomplishing 
our,  achieving  our  goals.  We’re  involved  in 
a  cause  that  is  larger  than  ourselves.  And  I 
might  say  that  if  I  ever  get  negligent  and 
don’t  do  my  part,  this  lady  sitting  over  here 
on  my  left,  given  her  commitment  to  liter¬ 
acy,  will  see  that  I  do  my  job.  I’ll  guarantee 
you  that.  So  there. 

Education,  the  environment,  a  strong 
economy,  and  true  civil  rights:  Buddy 
changed  parties  to  crusade  for  these  causes. 
And  Churchill  said,  “Some  men  change 
their  principles  for  their  party.  Others 
change  their  party  for  their  principles.” 
Some  would  rather  fight  than  switch.  Some 
would  rather  switch  than  fight.  Buddy  de¬ 
cided  to  switch  and  fight.  And  tonight,  I  ask 
you  and  all  the  people  across  this  State  of 
Louisiana  to  fight  for  him,  to  keep  him  as 
Governor  of  this  State. 

So  join  us  in  a  government  of  the  ex¬ 
tended  hand,  not  the  closed  mind  and  the 
self-indulgent  heart.  Let’s  help  Buddy 
Roemer  steer  Louisiana  away  from  old-style 
gutter  politics  and  toward  the  far  limits  of 
the  horizon. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  support.  Thank 
you  for  the  warm  welcome  for  Barbara  and 
me,  and  may  God  bless  you.  And  let’s  keep 
Buddy  Roemer  the  great  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  Thank  you  very,  very 
much. 
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Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:27  p.m.  in 
the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Sheraton  New 
Orleans  Hotel  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred 
to  James  R.  Moffett ,  chairman  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Council  for  Fiscal  Reform ;  David 
Treen,  former  Governor  of  Louisiana ;  Jim 
Mora ,  head  coach  of  the  New  Orleans 


Saints  football  team ;  and  Thomas  P. 
O’Neill,  Jr.,  former  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Following  his  remarks ,  the 
President  returned  to  Washington,  DC.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  President’s  Signing 
of  a  Bill  Making  Continuing  Appropriations  for  Fiscal  Year  1991 
October  1,  1991 


President  Bush  last  night  signed  the  Con¬ 
tinuing  Resolution  H.J.  Res.  332,  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  continuing  normal  Government 
operations  from  October  1  to  October  29. 
We  are  glad  that  Congress  passed  this  reso¬ 
lution  without  extraneous  amendments,  but 
we  urge  action  on  all  of  the  Government’s 
appropriation  bills. 

Providing  for  the  normal  operation  of  the 


Government  through  continuing  resolutions 
is  an  undesirable  practice.  However,  a  con¬ 
tinuing  resolution  is  necessary  at  this  time 
in  order  to  keep  the  Government  function¬ 
ing  while  the  Congress  completes  the  ap¬ 
propriations  process. 

Note:  H.J.  Res.  332,  approved  September  30, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-109. 


Remarks  Following  Discussions  With  Amir  Jabir  al- Ahmad  al-Jabir 
al-Sabah  of  Kuwait 
October  1,  1991 


The  President.  We’ve  just  had  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  meeting  with  the  Amir.  And  we 
stand  together  in  our  resolve  that  Iraq 
comply  fully  with  all  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  resolutions  so  that  it  can 
never  again  pose  a  threat  to  Kuwait  and  all 
the  nations  of  the  region. 

In  particular,  the  Amir  and  I  strongly 
condemn  Iraq’s  refusal  to  free  the  many 
Kuwaitis  that  are  still  held  in  Iraq.  And  we 
call  again  for  their  immediate  and  uncondi¬ 
tional  release.  And  we  reaffirm  our  view 
that  United  Nations  sanctions  must  remain 
in  place  against  Iraq  until  a  new  leadership 
emerges  in  Baghdad,  a  leadership  willing  to 
live  in  peace  with  its  neighbors  and  its  own 
people. 

We  also  reviewed  Kuwait’s  great  progress 
in  reconstruction,  physical  and  political, 
since  liberation  7  months  ago.  And  consid¬ 
erably  more  than  half  of  the  oil  fires  are 


out,  and  oil  exports  have  resumed,  and 
schools  have  reopened.  And  I  applaud  all 
that  has  been  accomplished.  And  I  was 
heartened  to  hear  that  elections  for  restor¬ 
ing  parliamentary  government  are  on  track 
for  October  next  year.  And  I  fully  endorse 
Kuwait’s  endeavors  to  expand  political  par¬ 
ticipation,  and  look  forward  to  watching 
this  process  developed  in  the  freest  possible 
atmosphere. 

So,  all  in  all  it  was  a  good  visit  with  a 
country  to  whom  we  feel  very  close.  And 
Your  Royal  Highness,  welcome,  sir. 

The  Amir  Mr.  President,  I  was  standing 
with  you  right  here  last  year,  and  now  I’m 
standing  with  you  at  the  same  place.  But 
what  a  difference  between  the  two  occa¬ 
sions.  When  you,  Mr.  President,  expressed 
the  conscience  of  your  people,  you  positive¬ 
ly  demonstrated  the  nobility  of  your  roots 
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and  the  sincerity  of  your  commitment. 
When  you  expressed  the  conscience  of  man¬ 
kind,  it  was  a  testimony  of  your  outstanding 
leadership  and  your  Nation’s  superiority. 

Such  is  the  behavior  and  ethics  of  nations 
that  have  deep-rooted  and  civilized  princi¬ 
ples.  The  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  leadership  have  vividly 
epitomized  their  principles  during  the 
period  of  aggression  on  my  country.  In  an 
ominous  moment,  evil  inclinations  erupted, 
stirred  up  by  false  ambition  and  brutish 
greed  and  profound  envy.  The  free  world 
responded  by  denouncing  and  rejecting  this 
aggression. 

Your  reaction  to  the  rapid  rhythm  of 
events  was  combined  with  the  voice  of 
reason,  principles,  and  values,  which  you, 
Mr.  President,  were  determined  to  promote 
and  emphasize.  And  therefore,  your  speech¬ 
es  and  statements  were  directed  to  all  peo¬ 
ples,  reviving  the  confidence  in  them  that 
the  world  is  truly  directed  to  all  people  in  a 
search  for  new  destination  where  security 
prevails,  the  weak  safe,  and  humanity  is  pri¬ 
marily  dedicated  to  the  achievement  of 
man’s  well-being. 

The  free  world  rallied  around  these 
values  and  diffused  a  fervent  spirit  to  shield 
rights  against  violation,  justice  against  griev¬ 
ance,  and  man  against  indignity.  It  was  the 
greatest  global  demonstration  in  which  hon¬ 
orable  voices  of  the  world’s  leaders  were 
raised  to  defend  rightness  and  human  digni¬ 


ty. 

The  people  of  Kuwait  will  remain  in  debt 
to  this  noble  human  position  and  will 
always  remember  it  with  gratefulness  and 
appreciation.  Those  who  sacrificed  their 
blessed  lives  and  pure  blood  in  the  war  to 
liberate  Kuwait  will  remain  models  for  her¬ 
oism  and  for  defending  righteousness. 

It  pleases  me  on  this  occasion  of  our 
meeting  to  convey  to  you  the  feelings  of 
the  Kuwaiti  people  towards  you  and  to¬ 
wards  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  is  the  strong  desire  of  the  Ku¬ 
waitis  to  strengthen  relations  between  our 
peoples  and  our  two  countries  in  such  a 
manner  so  as  to  serve  our  mutual  interests 
and  achieve  adherence  to  human  values 
and  benefit  all  mankind. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  express  to  the  American 
people,  to  your  administration,  and  to  you 
personally,  Mr.  President,  the  appreciation 
and  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Kuwait  for 
the  backing  and  the  support  you  continue 
to  extend  to  us. 

Peace  be  upon  all  of  you.  Thank  you. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  have  you  learned 
from  the  U.N.  inspectors  about  Iraq? 

The  President  Listen,  I  really  have  no 
time  for  questions.  We  have  this  education 
speech,  and  it’s  going  live  to  many  loca¬ 
tions.  So,  I’ll  have  to  get  back  to  you  on 
that. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:30  a.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House . 


Statement  on  the  Presidential  Mission  to  the  Soviet  Union  on  Food 
and  Agricultural  Requirements 
October  1,  1991 


I  am  very  pleased  that  Secretary  of  Agri¬ 
culture  Ed  Madigan  will  depart  this  after¬ 
noon  for  Moscow  as  head  of  a  Presidential 
Mission  to  assess  the  food  situation  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Secretary  Madigan  will  lead  a 
delegation  of  senior  private  sector  officials 
and  Government  experts  to  Moscow,  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  and  Kiev  over  the  next  9  days.  I 
have  just  met  with  this  distinguished  group 
and  have  every  confidence  they  will  be  a 


credit  to  the  United  States  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  mission.  Their  expertise  in  U.S.  agricul¬ 
ture,  the  world’s  most  productive  and  effi¬ 
cient,  covers  the  spectrum  from  on-farm 
production  to  consumer  retailing. 

Their  mandate  is  twofold.  First,  Secretary 
Madigan  and  his  team  will  work  intensively 
with  Union  and  Republic  leaders  to  develop 
ways  by  which  the  U.S.  and  its  allies  can 
help  institute  needed  improvements  in  the 
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country’s  systems  of  transportation,  distribu¬ 
tion,  storage,  and  marketing  of  agricultural 
goods.  This  follows  the  excellent  preparato¬ 
ry  work  done  by  Under  Secretary  Richard 
Crowder’s  expert  mission  last  month.  The 
ultimate  answer,  of  course,  is  for  the  Union 
and  Republics  to  effect  a  rapid  transition  to 
a  free  market  economy.  Second,  they  will 
work  closely  with  Union  and  Republic  lead¬ 
ers  to  identify  likely  food  shortage  areas  in 
that  vast  country  this  winter  and  will  dis¬ 
cuss  with  them  ways  U.S.  farmers  can  help 
reduce  their  needs. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  decided  to  take 
another  step  to  insure  that  the  U.S.  does 
everything  possible  to  help  with  the  food 
situation.  The  administration  will  therefore 
make  available  today  $585  million  in  credit 
guarantees  for  private  sales  of  U.S.  agricul¬ 
tural  commodities  to  the  U.S.S.R.  This 
makes  immediately  available  all  remaining 
credit  guarantees  originally  scheduled  to  be 
offered  through  February  1992.  This  action 


will  put  more  American  grain  and  other 
food  into  the  pipeline  now  so  that  it  will 
arrive  at  its  destination  in  time  to  be  of 
assistance  during  the  hard  winter  facing  the 
Soviet  people.  So  far  this  calendar  year,  U.S. 
agricultural  export  credit  guarantees  will 
total  $2.5  billion  for  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
millions  of  tons  of  grain  and  other  agricul¬ 
tural  products  shipped  under  these  credit 
guarantees  have  kept  American  farm  ex¬ 
ports  moving  while  making  possible  badly 
needed  food  imports  into  the  Soviet  Union. 

These  are  exciting  days,  and  we  are  at  an 
historic  juncture  in  U.S.-Soviet  relations.  I 
am  proud  that  America’s  agricultural  abun¬ 
dance  and  expertise  can  play  a  crucial  role 
in  supporting  the  leaders,  President  Gorba¬ 
chev,  President  Yeltsin,  President  Nazar¬ 
bayev,  and  Chairman  Kravchuk,  and  others 
who  are  transforming  their  country  and  its 
relations  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  are 
with  them,  and  working  with  them  we 
strive  to  remake  U.S.-Soviet  relations  for  a 
brighter  and  more  peaceful  future. 


Remarks  to  Students  and  Faculty  at  Alice  Deal  Junior  High  School 
October  1,  1991 


Thank  you,  Ms.  Mostoller,  and  thanks  for 
allowing  me  to  visit  your  classroom  to  talk 
to  you  and  all  these  students,  and  millions 
more  in  classrooms  all  across  the  country. 

You  know,  long  before  I  became  Presi¬ 
dent  I  was  a  parent.  I  remember  the  times 
that  my  kids  came  up  with  a  really  tough 
question  or  a  difficult  decision.  I  tried  my 
best  never  to  shut  them  down  with  a  quick 
“no.”  I  would  simply  say  those  three  magic 
words  that  made  that  problem  disappear: 
“Ask  your  mother.”  [Laughter] 

Let  me  tell  you  why  I’ve  made  the  trip 
up  from  the  White  House  to  Alice  Deal 
Junior  High.  I’m  not  here  to  teach  a  lesson. 
You  already  have  a  very  good  teacher.  I’m 
not  here  to  tell  you  what  to  do  or  what  to 
think.  Maybe  you’re  accustomed  to  adults 
talking  about  you  and  at  you;  well,  today, 
I’m  here  to  talk  to  you  and  challenge  you. 
Education  matters.  And  what  you  do  today, 
and  what  you  don’t  do,  can  change  your 


future. 

Every  day,  we  hear  more  bad  news  about 
our  schools.  Maybe  you  saw  today’s  head¬ 
line,  I  don’t  know  if  you  had  a  chance  to 
look  at  it,  about  the  release  of  the  new 
national  goals  report.  Get  the  camera  to 
come  in  and  take  a  look  at  this  for  a 
moment.  In  math,  for  instance,  this  national 
report  card  shows  that,  nationwide,  five  of 
six  eighth  graders  don’t  know  the  math 
they  need  to  move  up  to  the  ninth  grade. 

In  spite  of  troubling  statistics  like  this 
one,  I  don’t  see  this  report,  however,  as  just 
bad  news,  and  I’ll  tell  you  why.  This  report 
tells  us  a  lot  about  what  you  know  and  what 
you  don’t  know.  It  gives  us  something  to 
build  on.  It  shows  us  our  strengths  and  the 
weaknesses  that  we’ve  got  to  correct.  It  sets 
forth  a  challenge  to  all  of  us:  Work  harder, 
learn  more,  revolutionize  American  educa¬ 
tion. 

I  know  you’ve  heard  about  stanines  and 
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percentiles,  surveys  and  statistics,  but  here’s 
what  all  that  fancy  talk  really  means:  Edu¬ 
cation  means  the  difference  between  a 
good  future  and  a  lousy  one.  Reports  don’t 
give  us  the  right  to  make  excuses.  Our 
scores  will  tell  us  where  we  are  and  where 
we  need  to  go. 

I  mentioned  earlier  the  bad  news  we 
hear  about  schools  today  But  what  we 
don’t  hear  enough  about  are  the  success 
stories.  You  know,  all  over  America  thou¬ 
sands  of  schools  do  succeed,  even  against 
tough  odds,  even  against  all  odds.  Kids  from 
all  over  the  District  of  Columbia  petition  to 
get  into  Alice  Deal  School  here  because 
parents  know  this  school  works.  It  works 
because  of  teachers  like  the  one  standing 
over  here,  Ms.  Mostoller,  who  decided  at 
the  age  of  25 — maybe  you  all  know  this,  but 
a  lot  of  people  around  the  country  don’t — 
she  decided  at  the  age  of  25  that  she 
wanted  to  teach.  She  was  standing  in  a  su¬ 
permarket  checkout  line  when  she  saw  a 
magazine  ad  about  college.  She  went  back 
to  school,  worked  her  way  through  in  7 
years,  waiting  tables  to  pay  tuition.  She 
made  it,  and  so  can  you. 

This  school  here  works  because  of  stu¬ 
dents  like  the  ones  with  me  today,  students 
like  Rachel  Rusch — where’s  Rachel?  Right 
there,  okay — a  member  of  Alice  Deal’s 
award-winning  “Math  Counts”  team. 
Rachel,  you  tell  me  if  I’m  wrong,  but  you 
and  six  other  students  in  this  class  alone 
have  taken  part  in  the  Johns  Hopkins 
Talent  Search.  They  took  the  college  en¬ 
trance  exams  on  an  experimental  basis  last 
year  as  seventh  graders.  Even  in  junior 
high,  some  of  them  scored  well  enough  to 
get  into  college  right  now.  So,  let’s  just  put 
it  on  the  line.  You’ve  got  the  brains.  Now, 
put  them  to  work,  certainly  not  for  me  but 
for  you. 

Progress  starts  when  we  ask  more  of  our¬ 
selves,  our  schools,  and  yes,  you,  our  stu¬ 
dents.  We  made  a  start  nationally  now  by 
setting  six  national  education  goals  to  meet 
the  challenges  of  the  21st  century:  By  the 
year  2000,  at  least  9  in  every  10  students 
should  graduate  from  high  school.  We 
should  be  first  in  the  world  in  math  and 
science.  We  need  to  regularly  test  students’ 
abilities.  Every  American  child  should  start 
school  ready  to  learn.  Every  American  adult 


should  be  literate.  And  every  American 
school  should  be  safe  and  drug-free.  Reach¬ 
ing  those  goals  is  the  aim  of  a  strategy  that 
we  call  America  2000,  a  crusade  for  excel¬ 
lence  in  American  education,  school  by 
school,  community  by  community. 

But  what  does  all  this  mean,  you  might 
say,  what  is  he  doing,  what  does  this  all 
mean  for  the  students  right  here  in  this 
room?  Fast-forward,  5  years  from  now. 
Unless  things  change,  between  now  and 
1996.  as  many  as  one  in  four  of  today’s 
eighth  graders  will  not  graduate  with  their 
class.  In  some  cities,  the  dropout  rate  is 
twice  that  high  or  higher.  Imagine:  Out  of  a 
total  of  nearly  3  million  of  your  fellow  class¬ 
mates  nationwide,  an  army  of  more  than 
half  a  million  dropouts. 

I  ask  every  student  watching  today:  Look 
around  you.  Count  four  students.  Start  with 
yourself.  No  one  dreams  of  becoming  a 
dropout,  but  far  too  many  do.  Which  one  of 
you  won’t  make  it  through  school? 

The  fact  is,  every  one  of  you  can.  Let’s 
make  a  pact,  then,  right  here.  Let’s  work  to 
see  that  5  years  from  now,  you  and  your 
friends  will  be  more  than  sad  statistics.  Give 
yourself  a  decent  shot  at  your  dreams.  Stay 
in  school.  Get  that  diploma. 

Let’s  go  back  to  the  future.  In  the  fall  of 
1996,  5  years  from  now,  nearly  half  of 
today’s  eighth  graders  who  get  their  diplo¬ 
mas  will  enter  the  working  world.  More 
than  half  the  graduates  will  stay  in  school 
and  become  the  college  class  of  the  year 
2000. 

The  question  each  student  watching 
today  should  ask  is:  Where  will  I  be,  where 
will  I  be  5  years  from  now?  Will  I  be  hold¬ 
ing  down  a  good  job  and  maybe  working 
toward  a  better  one,  or  will  I  be  out  of 
school  and  out  of  work?  Will  I  be  on  a 
college  campus,  or  out  running  the  streets? 

Think  about  that  tonight  when  you’re  at  a 
kitchen  table  doing  some  homework;  while 
your  parents  are  meeting  your  teachers  like 
so  many  millions  do  this  year  at  back-to- 
school  nights  all  across  our  great  country. 

I’m  asking  you  to  put  2  and  2  together: 
Make  the  connection  between  the  home¬ 
work  you  do  tonight,  the  test  you  take  to¬ 
morrow,  and  where  you’ll  be  5,  15,  even  50 
years  from  now.  You  see,  the  real  world 
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doesn’t  begin  somewhere  else,  some  time 
way  down  there  in  the  distant  future.  The 
real  world  starts  right  here.  What  you  do 
here  will  have  consequences  for  your  whole 
lives. 

Let  me  tell  you  something,  many  of  you 
may  find  very  hard  to  believe  this:  You’re 
in  control.  You’re  thinking:  How  can  the 
President  say  that  about  kids  like  us  when 
we  don’t  even  have  our  driver’s  license? 
But  think  about  it,  and  you’ll  see  what  I 
mean. 

Think  about  drugs.  You  see  films.  You 
hear  police  experts  and  tough  speakers 
from  the  outside.  You  get  stern  lectures 
from  everyone:  movie  stars,  athletes,  teach¬ 
ers,  parents,  friends.  But  you  know  and  I 
know  that  all  the  drug  prevention  pro¬ 
grams,  all  the  pledges,  all  the  preaching  in 
the  world  won’t  pull  you  through  that  criti¬ 
cal  moment  when  someone  offers  drugs.  At 
that  moment,  everything  comes  down  to 
you.  Yes  or  no,  you’ve  got  to  choose,  and 
the  answer  will  change  your  life.  Your  par¬ 
ents  won’t  make  the  decision.  Your  teachers 
won’t  make  the  decision.  Your  friends  won’t 
make  the  decision.  It’s  up  to  you.  It  takes 
guts  to  take  control. 

A  sound  body  and  a  sound  mind,  they  go 
together,  as  my  friend,  and  he  is  a  friend, 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger  says.  He’s  crossing 
the  Nation  talking  with  students  about  the 
importance  of  fitness.  And  real  fitness 
means  no  drugs. 

Studies  show  a  decline  in  drug  use,  and 
that’s  good,  that’s  encouraging,  I  think.  And 
every  student  who  draws  the  line  against 
drugs  really  deserves  credit  for  that.  But 
drugs  and  violence  continue  to  threaten 
every  school,  every  small  town  and  suburb 
in  America.  And  as  students,  you  have  a 
right  to  be  physically  safe  at  school.  You 
should  never  have  to  worry  that  a  quarrel 
in  the  hallway  will  lead  to  gunfire  in  the 
playground.  Fear  should  never  follow  you 
into  the  classroom. 

If  you  have  to  take  the  long  way  home 
after  school  so  you  don’t  cross  paths  with 
the  gang  hanging  on  the  corner,  if  outsiders 
roam  the  halls  of  your  school  hassling  kids, 
hassling  students,  you  must  take  control.  Go 
to  your  teacher,  or  go  to  your  principal,  or 
go  to  your  parents,  as  difficult  as  it  may  be, 
go  to  the  school  board  if  you  have  to. 


Demand  discipline.  If  good  people  chicken 
out,  bad  people  take  control.  Together,  we 
can,  I  really  believe  this,  we  can  drive  the 
drugs  and  guns  and  senseless  violence  out 
of  our  schools. 

When  it  comes  to  your  own  education, 
what  I’m  saying  is:  Take  control.  Don’t  say 
school  is  boring  and  blame  it  on  your  teach¬ 
ers.  Make  your  teachers  work  hard.  Tell 
them  you  want  a  first-class  education.  Tell 
them  that  you’re  here  to  learn.  Block  out 
the  kids  who  think  it’s  not  cool  to  be  smart. 

I  can’t  understand  for  the  life  of  me  what’s 
so  great  about  being  stupid.  If  someone 
goofs  off  today,  are  they  cool?  Are  they  still 
cool  years  from  now  when  they’re  stuck  in 
a  dead-end  job?  Don’t  let  peer  pressure 
stand  between  you  and  your  dreams. 

Take  control.  Challenge  yourself.  Only 
you  know  how  hard  you  work.  Maybe  you 
can  fake,  maybe,  just  maybe  you  can  fake 
your  way  into  a  job,  but  you  won’t  keep  it 
for  long  if  you  don’t  have  the  know-how  to 
get  the  job  done.  Maybe  you  can  cram  the 
week  before  that  marking  period  ends,  and 
turn  that  C  into  a  B.  But  you  can’t  con  your 
way  past  the  SAT  and  into  college.  If  you 
don’t  work  hard,  who  gets  hurt?  If  you 
cheat,  who  pays  the  price?  If  you  cut  cor¬ 
ners,  if  you  hunt  for  the  easy  A,  who  comes 
up  short?  Easy  answer  to  that  one:  You  do. 

You’re  in  control,  but  you  are  not  alone. 
People  want  you  to  succeed.  They  want  to 
help  you  succeed.  Here  at  Deal,  teachers 
like  your  outstanding  teacher  standing  here 
with  us  today,  Ms.  Mostoller;  from  your 
principal,  Mr.  Moss,  to  your  custodian,  Mr. 
Francis.  Right  now  in  classrooms  across  this 
country,  in  the  communities  you  call  home, 
when  things  get  tough,  when  answers  are 
hard  to  come  by,  there’s  a  teacher,  a 
parent,  a  friend  or  family  member  ready  to 
help  you.  They  want  to  see  you  make  it. 

If  you  take  school  seriously,  you  won’t 
have  to  settle  for  a  job,  just  any  job.  You’ll 
have  a  career.  If  you  make  it  your  business 
to  learn,  one  day  you’ll  be  a  better  parent. 
You  may  not  think  about  it  now,  but  one 
day  your  children  will  want  to  look  up  at 
you  and  say,  “I’ve  got  the  smartest  Mom 
and  Dad  in  the  world.”  Don’t  disappoint 
them. 

Let  me  leave  you  with  a  simple  message: 
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Every  time  you  walk  through  that  class¬ 
room  door,  make  it  your  mission  to  get  a 
good  education.  Don’t  do  it  just  because 
your  parents  or  even  the  President  tells 
you.  Do  it  for  yourselves.  Do  it  for  your 
future.  And  while  you’re  at  it,  help  a  little 
brother  or  sister  to  learn,  or  maybe  even 
Mom  or  Dad.  Let  me  know  how  you’re 
doing.  Write  me  a  letter,  and  I’m  serious 
about  this  one,  write  me  a  letter  about  ways 
you  can  help  us  achieve  our  goals.  I  think 
you  know  the  address. 

Now  we’re  going  to  walk  over  to  the 
school  auditorium  to  say  hello  to  the  rest  of 
the  student  body.  To  all  the  students  across 
the  country  who  watched  us  here  in  this 
great  classroom  today,  may  I  simply  say 
thank  you,  and  good  luck  to  you  this  school 


Remarks  Congratulating  the  1991 
Champion  Chicago  Bulls 
October  1,  1991 

Thank  you  all  for  coming.  I  would  like  to 
welcome  all  of  you.  Sam  Skinner,  our  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Transportation,  came  here  to  gloat. 
He  bored  us  all  to  death  about  these  guys 
ever  since  last  winter.  And  it’s  nice  to  see 
him  here.  Ed  Derwinski,  our  Secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs,  come  to  cheer  his  home 
team. 

I’d  also  like  to  express  my  condolences 
here  today  to  Jim  Edgar,  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  whose  mother  died  last  week. 
Our  thoughts  go  out  to  him.  I  know  he’d  be 
here  if  it  weren’t  for  that. 

I  also  want  to  welcome  so  many  Members 
of  the  Illinois  congressional  delegation. 
Commissioner  Stern  is  with  us;  Bulls  owner 
and  old  friend  of  mine,  Jerry  Reinsdorf.  It’s 
great  to  have  them  all  here. 

We  were  out  now  just  watching  some 
awesome  shooting  on  our  basketball  court 
down  here  that  I  wish  we  could  have 
shared  with  everybody.  But  it  was  spectacu¬ 
lar,  really  good. 

We’re  also  pleased  to  have  with  us — and  I 
want  to  get  them  to  stand  up,  if  we  can — 
representatives  of  the  Anacostia  Youth  Bas¬ 
ketball  League  and  then  24  players  from  a 


year. 

And  now,  Ms.  Mostoller,  if  you’ll  kindly 
lead  the  way.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 
Nice  to  be  with  you. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  12:15  p.m.  in  a 
classroom  at  the  school.  His  remarks  were 
broadcast  live  by  the  Cable  News  Network, 
the  Public  Broadcasting  System,  the  Mutual 
Broadcasting  System,  and  the  NBC  radio 
network.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Cyn¬ 
thia  Mostoller,  an  eighth  grade  humanities 
teacher,  and  Arnold  Sch wa rzenegger.  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  President’s  Council  on  Physical 
Fitness  and  Sports.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


National  Basketball  Association 


dozen  Washington,  DC,  high  school  teams 
with  us.  Will  you  guys  all  stand  up  so  we 
can  at  least  see  where  you  are?  Welcome. 

Finally,  we’re  delighted  to  have  with  us 
David  Mercer,  the  national  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  YMCA;  Barbara  Roper,  the  chair¬ 
person  of  the  YMCA  national  board.  In  the 
100th  anniversary  of  basketball,  I  think  we 
all  do  owe  a  special  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Y 
and  what  they’ve  meant  to  so  many  kids 
around  this  country. 

I  know  I’m  no  Ray  Clay,  but  I’ll  try  to 
give  the  Bulls  a  hearty  welcome  as  well. 
We’re  here  because  the  Chicago  Bulls  an¬ 
swered  all  their  critics  last  year,  compiling 
the  best  regular-season  record  in  their  histo¬ 
ry  and  then  crushing  all  the  opposition  on 
the  way  to  their  first-ever  National  Basket¬ 
ball  Association  championship. 

If  some  Hollywood  scriptwriter  had  come 
up  with  a  plan,  tried  to  submit  a  script  on 
this  last  year,  movie  producers  would  have 
tossed  it  away — too  improbable,  too  many 
pieces  of  history  and  fortune.  Last  year  the 
franchise  celebrated  its  25th  anniversary. 
The  Bulls  sold  out  every  home  game  and 
ran  their  streak  of  sellouts  at  the  stadium  to 
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190  games. 

Now  we  have  our  first  Rose  Garden  sell¬ 
out.  [Laughter]  Suddenly,  everyone  in  the 
entire  administration  claims  to  have  come 
from  Chicago.  [ Laughter ] 

The  team  won  its  1,000th  game  last 
season,  played  its  1,000th  home  game  and 
welcomed  its  10  millionth  fan.  The  team 
enjoyed  its  first  60-plus  win  season,  ran  off 
the  longest  home  winning  streak  in  its  his¬ 
tory;  set  records  for  the  best  defensive 
quarter  ever  and  the  best  offensive  quarter. 
And  on  June  12th — my  birthday,  I  might 
add — the  Bulls  won  the  world  champion¬ 
ship.  Not  bad  for  a  team  that  the  experts 
said  would  lose  to  the  Pistons  and  then  to 
the  Lakers.  Not  bad  at  all. 

Former  Soviet  Olympic  coach  Alexander 
Gomelsky,  he  once  said,  “It’s  an  axiom  that 
good  players  without  a  good  coach  make  a 
mediocre  team.”  Well,  no  one  who  has  seen 
Phil  Jackson  prowl  the  sidelines,  who  has 
seen  that  going  on,  nobody  can  argue 
against  his  skills  as  a  coach.  And  what’s 
even  more  amazing  is  the  fact  that  sports- 
writers  actually  call  him  a  nice  guy.  I  didn’t 
think  they  liked  anybody,  at  least  before 
they  retired.  But  that’s  the  way  it  is. 

At  any  rate,  Phil — who,  I  must  mention, 
as  New  York  Knick  once  roomed  with  Bill 
Bradley,  Senator  Bill  Bradley — I  want  to 
congratulate  him,  his  excellent  staff,  and  ev¬ 
erybody  connected  with  his  winning  ball 
club. 

One  key:  You  made  great  use  of  the 
Bulls’  talent.  Just  look  down  the  roster,  and 
everyone  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
team.  Let  me  just  click  them  off:  BJ.  Arm¬ 
strong,  Bill  Cartwright,  Horace  Grant,  Craig 
Hodges,  Dennis  Hopson,  Michael  Jordan, 
Stacey  King,  Cliff  Levingston,  John  Paxson, 
Will  Perdue,  Scottie  Pippen,  and  Scott  Wil¬ 
liams.  And  you’ll  find  each  name  in  the  box 
scores,  and  we’ll  see  a  lot  of  them  in  the 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Now,  everyone  here,  certainly,  and  many 
around  the  country  know  exactly  what  you 
all  did  on  the  court  last  year.  But  I  want  to 
just  say  that  the  Bulls  also  perform  spectac¬ 
ular  feats  after  the  24-second  clock  has  ex¬ 
pired  and  the  crew  has  turned  off  the  lights 
at  the  stadium. 

John  Paxson,  whose  long-range  bombs  de¬ 
stroyed  the  Lakers  during  the  playoffs, 


couldn’t  be  here  today  because  he’s  com¬ 
mitted  himself  to  hosting  a  drug-free  assem¬ 
bly  as  part  of  Hugs  Not  Drugs  program  that 
he’s  so  interested  in.  Horace  Grant  works 
with  Youth  for  Christ  stressing  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  positive  lifestyle,  as  well  as  getting 
good  position  on  the  offensive  boards.  And 
Cliff  Levingston  hosts  an  annual  Charity 
Basketball  Classic  for  Multiple  Sclerosis. 

Bill  Cartwright  did  that  great  ad  for  the 
National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of 
Child  Abuse  and  helps  out  the  Little  City 
Foundation,  a  home  for  the  retarded.  And 
BJ.  Armstrong  stresses  recycling,  not  litter¬ 
ing.  And  of  course,  he  likes  to  pick  up  stray 
basketballs,  usually  from  Isiah  Thomas  and 
Magic.  [Laughter] 

Michael  Jordan  performs  a  host  of  good 
works,  with  a  series  of  charities  and  through 
his  foundation.  The  CharitaBulls  also  do  a 
great  job  of  serving  youth  in  Chicago’s  em¬ 
battled  neighborhoods.  And  in  sum,  people 
on  this  team  serve  their  communities. 

And  I  spoke  to  students  across  the  Nation 
today  from  an  eighth  grade  class  out  here. 
And  it’s  worth  pointing  out  that  the  Bulls 
also  contribute  to  this  Nation’s  educational 
efforts.  Everyone  on  the  team  participates 
in  Stay-In-School  assemblies.  And  you  stress 
the  importance  of  getting  an  education. 
And  you  also  illustrate  the  joys  of  physical 
fitness,  something  that  this  administration 
has  encouraged  under  the  kinder,  gentler 
leadership  of  Arnold  Schwarzenegger — 
[laughter] — who,  incidentally,  is  doing  a 
good  job  as  head  of  our  Fitness  Council — 
been  to  27  States  now,  I  think,  and  going  to 
all  of  them. 

You  guys  thought  I’d  talk  just  about  bas¬ 
ketball,  but  it  is  tough  to  limit  yourself  to 
sports  when  an  entire  team  sets  this  kind  of 
selfless  example  for  the  rest  of  our  society. 

I’m  pleased  to  have  you  all  here.  We’ve 
waited  months  for  this  event,  and  I  can  tell 
you,  as  far  as  I’m  concerned,  all  of  you  were 
worth  the  wait.  So,  David  Stern  and  Jerry 
Reinsdorf,  and  players  and  officials  for  the 
Bulls,  thank  you  all  for  joining  us.  Thank  all 
of  you.  And  may  I  encourage  every  one  of 
the  kids  from  Anacostia  and  elsewhere  with 
us  out  in  this  audience  to  get  going  in  that 
school,  do  your  best.  And  some  day  I 
expect,  confidently,  many  of  you  will  be 
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standing  right  here. 

Thanks  for  joining  us  and  thanks  to 
making  fans  out  of  the  White  House  staff, 
who  is  always  looking  for  a  good  excuse  to 
get  out  of  work — [ laughter ] — but  neverthe¬ 
less  this  one  is  one  in  which  I’m  very  happy 
and  proud  to  join  them.  And  thanks  for 
what  you’ve  done  to  stimulate  the  best  in 
sports  in  the  United  States  of  America.  God 


bless  you  all.  Thank  you. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  2:33  p.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks ,  he  referred  to  David  Stern ,  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  National  Basketball  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  Ray  Clay ,  game  announcer  for 
the  Chicago  Bulls. 


Appointment  of  John  F.  Herrick,  Jr.,  as  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  Advance 
October  1,  1991 


The  President  today  appointed  John  F. 
Herrick,  Jr.,  of  Ohio,  as  Special  Assistant  to 
the  President  for  Advance.  Mr.  Herrick 
would  succeed  Spencer  E.  Geissinger. 

Since  1989  Mr.  Herrick  has  served  as  As¬ 
sistant  Press  Secretary  at  the  White  House. 
Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  Press  Advance 
Representative  at  the  White  House  from 
January  1989  to  October  1989;  press  ad¬ 


vance  representative  for  the  Bush/Quayle 
campaign  from  1987  to  1988;  and  intern 
with  the  Office  of  the  Vice  President  in 
1986. 

Mr.  Herrick  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
College  with  a  B.A.  in  1988.  Mr.  Herrick 
was  born  November  2,  1965,  in  Cleveland, 
OH.  He  resides  in  Arlington,  VA. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  President  Jorge  Serrano  of  Guatemala 

October  2 ,  1991 


The  President  met  today  with  President 
Jorge  Serrano  of  Guatemala  to  discuss  re¬ 
gional  and  bilateral  issues  of  mutual  inter¬ 
est.  The  President  praised  the  courageous 
leadership  of  President  Serrano  in  establish¬ 
ing  diplomatic  relations  with  Belize  and  in 
working  actively  for  a  solution  to  the  pro¬ 
tracted  conflict  in  Guatemala.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  noted  that  these  steps  will  benefit  not 
only  Guatemala  but  the  peace  and  stability 
of  all  of  Central  America. 

The  two  Presidents  discussed  mutual  ef¬ 
forts  to  support  democracy  throughout  the 
hemisphere  and  focused  on  the  need  to  re¬ 


store  the  democratically  elected  govern¬ 
ment  of  President  Aristide  of  Haiti.  The 
President  was  encouraged  by  President  Ser¬ 
rano’s  commitment  to  improve  the  human 
rights  situation  in  Guatemala,  and  he  under¬ 
scored  that  continued  progress  in  this  area 
is  of  central  importance  to  the  United 
States.  The  two  leaders  also  discussed  U.S. 
assistance  to  Guatemala  and  narcotics  coop¬ 
eration. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  the  Septem¬ 
ber  30  military  coup  in  Haiti. 
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Nomination  of  Michael  G.  Kozak 
to  the  Republic  of  El  Salvador 
October  2,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Michael  G.  Kozak,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  Exec¬ 
utive  Service,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordi¬ 
nary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Republic  of  El  Sal¬ 
vador.  He  would  succeed  William  Graham 
Walker. 

Currently  Mr.  Kozak  serves  as  Principal 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
Inter-American  Affairs  in  Washington,  DC. 
Prior  to  this,  he  served  at  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  in  several  capacities  includ¬ 
ing:  Principal  Deputy  Legal  Adviser,  1985- 


To  Be  United  States  Ambassador 


1988;  Deputy  Legal  Adviser,  1982-1985; 
Assistant  Legal  Adviser  for  Near  East  and 
South  Asian  Affairs,  1981-1982;  Assistant 
Legal  Adviser  for  Inter-American  Affairs, 
1978-1981;  and  attorney  adviser  in  the 
Office  of  the  Legal  Adviser,  1972-1978. 

Mr.  Kozak  graduated  from  the  University 
of  California  at  Berkeley  (A.B.,  1968)  and 
the  University  of  California  School  of  Law 
at  Berkeley  (J.D.,  1971).  He  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1946,  in  Pasadena,  CA.  Mr. 
Kozak  is  married,  has  two  children,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Arlington,  VA. 


Nomination  of  Victor  H.  Reis  To  Be  Director  of  Defense  Research 
and  Engineering 
October  2,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Victor  H.  Reis,  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  be  Director  of  Defense 
Research  and  Engineering  at  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Defense.  He  would  succeed 
Charles  M.  Herzfeld. 

Since  1990  Dr.  Reis  has  served  as  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Defense  Advanced  Research 
Projects  Agency  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  Deputy 
Director  of  the  Defense  Advanced  Research 
Projects  Agency,  1989-1990;  special  assist¬ 
ant  to  the  director  in  the  Lincoln  Laborato¬ 
ry  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy,  1989;  senior  vice  president  for  strate¬ 


gic  planning  at  the  Science  Applications 
International  Corp.,  1983-1989;  and  Assist¬ 
ant  Director  for  National  Security  and 
Space  in  the  Office  of  Science  and  Technol¬ 
ogy  Policy  in  the  Executive  Office  of  the 
President,  1981-1983.  From  1973  to  1981, 
Dr.  Reis  served  on  the  senior  staff  at  the 
Lincoln  Laboratory  at  the  Massachusetts  In¬ 
stitute  of  Technology. 

Dr.  Reis  graduated  from  Rensselaer  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute  (B.S.,  1957);  Yale  Universi¬ 
ty  (M.S.,  1958);  and  Princeton  University 
(M.S.  and  Ph.D.,  1962).  He  is  married,  has 
four  children,  and  resides  in  Washington, 
DC. 
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Nomination  of  Donald  C.  Fraser  To  Be  Deputy  Under  Secretary  of 
Defense  for  Acquisition 
October  2,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Donald  C.  Fraser,  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  to  be  Deputy  Under  Secretary  of 
Defense  for  Acquisition.  He  would  succeed 
Donald  J.  Yockey. 

Since  1990  Dr.  Fraser  has  served  as 
Deputy  Director  of  Operational  Testing  and 
Evaluation  for  Command,  Control,  Commu¬ 
nications  and  Intelligence  at  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Defense  in  Washington,  DC. 
Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  executive  vice 
president  for  the  Charles  Stark  Draper  Lab¬ 


Exchange  With  Reporters 
October  2,  1991 

Unemployment  Benefits  Legislation 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  control  the  jobless? 

The  President  Yes.  What  I  want  is  a  bill 
that  doesn’t  bust  this  budget;  I’ve  made 
that  very  clear  from  day  one.  We’re  pre¬ 
pared  to  extend  unemployment  benefits.  In 
fact,  I’d  like  to  see  it  done,  but  I’m  not 
going  to  go  and  put  the  burden  on  all  the 
rest  of  the  people  in  this  country.  So,  we’ve 
got  a  good  package.  And  once  again,  the 
Senate  is  testing  us  in  this  administration, 
and  I’m  trying  to  protect  the  taxpayers  as 
well  as  those  who  are  unemployed. 

And  that’s  our  position,  and  I’ll  send  it 
back,  and  I  hope  that  they’ll  then  send  us  a 
bill  that  we  can  sign.  And  we’ve  got  one 
before  the  Congress  right  now,  but  we’re 
getting  some  partisan  politics  here,  and  I 
am  determined  to  stand  for  principle.  And 
that’s  what  I’m  doing. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  are  you  doing 
with  that  $10  billion  that  belongs  to  these 
unemployed  people?  What  are  you  doing 
with  it?  Are  you  using  it  to  run  the  Govern¬ 
ment? 

The  President  What  are  you  talking 
about? 

Q.  That  $10  billion  that’s  there  for  these 
unemployed  people,  the  trust  fund. 


oratory,  1988-1990;  vice  president  for  tech¬ 
nical  operations  at  the  Charles  Stark  Draper 
Laboratory,  1981-1988;  and  as  director  of 
the  control  and  flight  division  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technology  Instrumen¬ 
tation  Laboratory,  1969-1981. 

Dr.  Fraser  graduated  from  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  (B.S.,  1962;  M.S., 
1963;  and  Ph.D.,  1967).  He  was  born  April 
20,  1941,  in  New  York,  NY.  Dr.  Fraser  has 
two  children  and  resides  in  Arlington,  VA. 


Q.  The  trust  fund.  The  trust  fund  for  un¬ 
employment. 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  with  it? 

The  President  The  whole  budget  explains 
that.  The  debate  explained  it.  It’s  just  too 
complicated  to  go  into. 

Q.  Well,  why  don’t  you  use  it  for  these 
poor  people  who  are  hungry? 

The  President  Because  we  are  using  tons 
of  money  for — to  pay  unemployment  bene¬ 
fits. 

Q.  It’ll  run  out. 

The  President  And  what  I  want  to  do  is 
to  see  one  that  does  not  break  the  budget 
and  further  burden  a  burdened  economy. 
And  we’re  very  clear  on  it,  and  I’m  just  a 
little  annoyed  at  the  constant  political  pres¬ 
sure.  They  know  very  well  I  can’t  sign  it, 
and  if  they  want  to  help  the  unemployed 
and  those  who  have  no  benefits,  they  ought 
to  work  cooperatively  with  this  administra¬ 
tion. 

I  was  elected  to  try  to  protect  the  taxpay¬ 
er  as  well  as  those  who  are  unemployed, 
and  that’s  exactly  what  I’m  doing. 

Q.  But  don’t  you  think  the  unem¬ 
ployed — 
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Domestic  Policy 

Q.  When  are  you  going  to  announce  for 
reelection,  which  is  very  obvious? 

The  President  Well,  what’s  obvious? 

Q.  That  you’re  running. 

The  President  That  the  date  has  ap¬ 
proached?  Listen,  you  try  to  go  out  and 
express  yourself  on  the  need  for  good  edu¬ 
cation  in  this  country  and  put  forward  a 
sound  program.  I  put  forward  a  sound  pro¬ 
gram  on  unemployment  benefits.  We  want 
to  help  the  unemployed,  put  forward  a 
sound  crime  package,  and  all  of  a  sudden, 
everybody  says  it’s  purely  political. 

Now,  I  assume  that’s  just  because  we’re 
getting  close  to  1992.  But  I’m  going  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  put  forward  what  I  think  are  the 
domestic  priorities  for  this  country  and 
work  to  see  them  fulfilled.  I  realize  that  it’s 
that  time  of  year.  And  as  each  Democrat 
gets  out  there  and  starts  announcing,  why, 
it’s  going  to  increase  the  propensity  for 
people  in  the  media  to  say,  hey,  everything 
I  do  is  political.  But  I  remember  a  little — 
it’s  better.  Things  are  better  now  because  I 
remember  when  they  said  I  wasn’t  doing 
anything  domestically,  which  happened  to 
be  untrue,  also. 

But  things  are  moving  in  the  right  direc¬ 


tion,  and  I  think  people  understand  we’ve 
got  a  very  sound  education  program,  and 
I’m  going  to  continue  to  pursue  it.  And,  yes, 
I  expect  people  to  say  it’s  political,  but 
that’s  just  the  time  of  year.  That’s  just  the 
season.  So,  I’m  not  going  to  worry  about  it, 
nor  am  I  going  to  be  deterred  by  that,  nor 
am  I  going  to  let  a  handful  of  Democratic 
candidates  announce — and  I’m  not  an¬ 
nounced — set  the  agenda  for  this  country. 
They  weren’t  elected  to  do  something,  I 
was,  and  I’m  going  to  keep  on  trying  to  do 
it. 

Q.  Who  do  you  want  to  run  against? 

The  President  No  more  questions  of  any 
kind.  [Laughter] 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:38  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  of  the  White  House  prior  to 
the  President’s  departure  for  Pittsburgh, 
PA.  During  the  exchange  the  following  per¬ 
sons  were  referred  to:  Robert  M.  Gates, 
nominee  for  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Director  and  former  Deputy  Director  of  the 
CIA;  Clarence  Thomas,  nominee  for  Su¬ 
preme  Court  Associate  Justice;  Attorney 
General  Richard  L.  Thornburgh;  and  Rep¬ 
resentative  Larry  J.  Hopkins  of  Kentucky.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Remarks  at  the  Twelfth  Annual  Crime  Stoppers  International 
Conference  in  Louisville,  Kentucky 
October  2,  1991 


Thank  you,  George  Underhill,  for  that 
very  kind  introduction,  and  all  of  you  for 
that  warm  welcome  to  Louisville,  and  to 
this  marvelous  conference  of  Crime  Stop¬ 
pers.  I’m  very  pleased,  sitting  over  my 
shoulder  here  is  the  Acting  Attorney  Gener¬ 
al  of  the  United  States,  Bill  Barr.  Let  me 
tell  you  something,  Dick  Thornburgh  left  a 
little  while  ago,  resigned  for  purposes  that 
certainly  I  understand,  but  Bill  Barr  here  is 
doing  an  outstanding  job  for  law  enforce¬ 
ment  and  for  the  Department  of  Justice  as 
our  Acting  Attorney  General,  and  I’m  just 
delighted  he’s  here  with  me. 

Let  me  congratulate  Reginald  Whynott 


for  a  job  well  done  and  his  newly-elected 
successor,  Sid  Newman.  And  I’m  delighted 
to  join  this  12th  annual  conference  of 
Crime  Stoppers  International.  I  note  that 
the  day  after  tomorrow  is  the  60th  birthday 
of  this  Nation’s  preeminent  Crime  Stopper. 
Is  it  true  that  you’ve  gathered  here  to 
throw  a  birthday  party  for  Dick  Tracy? 
[Laughter]  I  hope  that  Sid  Newman  will 
have,  in  the  future,  as  much  success  as  his 
predecessor  had,  because  I’ve  just  had  a 
grassroots  briefing  over  at  the  police  de¬ 
partment  on  one  unit  of  Crime  Stoppers, 
and  I’m  told  that  the  whole  movement  is 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Not  only  is  it 
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growing  nationally  and  internationally,  but 
the  volume  of  people  using  this  service  and 
working  with  law  enforcement  in  this  serv¬ 
ice  is  increasing  exponentially.  So,  it’s  a 
wonderful  thing. 

You  know,  in  school  we  learn  the  “three 
R’s”.  And  from  now  on  we’ll  also  have  to 
learn  the  Crime  Stoppers’  lesson,  the  “three 
P’s”.  To  stop  crime,  we  need  people  to  help 
the  police,  and  we  need  publicity  by  the 
press. 

And  after  all,  these  “three  P’s”  produce  a 
fourth,  peace.  You  know,  you  promote 
public  safety  by  turning  it  into  a  communi¬ 
ty  affair.  Crime  Stoppers  come  in  all  sizes 
and  descriptions:  grandparents,  kids,  busi¬ 
nessmen,  parents.  And  you  strengthen  the 
bonds  that  turn  a  series  of  homes  into  real 
communities.  And  together,  you  make  your 
communities  and  our  Nation  a  lot  better, 
stronger,  a  lot  better  and  safer  place  to  live. 
Indeed,  through  your  850  international  pro¬ 
grams,  you  make  the  world  a  safer  place  to 
live. 

To  Americans  sick  and  tired  of  feeling 
threatened  in  their  own  homes,  of  cowering 
in  fear  of  punks,  of  worrying  about  their 
kids  and  their  future,  I  say:  Band  together. 
Become  Crime  Stoppers.  You  offer  a  cost- 
effective,  responsible,  moral  way  to  help 
take  back  the  streets. 

You’ve  contributed  information  that  has 
helped  solve  370,000  felonies.  The  courts 
have  convicted  96  percent  of  those  arrested 
through  tips  supplied  by  Crime  Stoppers. 
Your  information  has  helped  authorities  re¬ 
cover  nearly  $2  billion  in  narcotics  and 
stolen  property.  That  works  out  to  $80,  $80 
in  return  on  every  dollar  that  is  spent.  Can 
you  imagine  what  this  country  would  be 
like  if  Congress  worked  like  that?  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

But  look  what  we’re  up  against.  Last  year 
6  million  American  citizens  fell  victim  to 
violent  crime,  6  million.  Violent  crime 
claimed  the  lives  of  over  20,000  Americans. 
Our  streets  pose  a  greater  threat  to  our 
service  men  and  women  than  did  the  foes 
in  the  Middle  East.  And  we  deserve  better. 
Our  children  deserve  better  than  that. 

In  May  of  1989,  I  stood  in  the  rain  on  the 
steps  of  the  United  States  Capitol  with  some 
of  the  law  enforcement  officers  who  put 
their  lives  on  the  line  for  all  of  us.  Togeth¬ 


er,  we  called  for  Congress  to  pass  our  crime 
package,  legislation  designed  to  protect  our 
cops  by  giving  them  the  tools  they  need  to 
get  their  job  done.  And  yes,  it  was  tough 
legislation.  I  think  it  was  fair  legislation. 

And  today,  nearly  2lA  years  later,  I  stand 
here  in  the  midst  of  another  group  of 
highly  dedicated  people  fighting  crime. 
Two  and  a  half  years  have  passed,  and  Con¬ 
gress  still  has  not  passed  the  core  provisions 
that  we  requested. 

In  March,  we  sent  a  crime  bill  to  Con¬ 
gress,  a  bill  designed  to  make  your  work 
less  necessary.  Our  “Comprehensive  Vio¬ 
lent  Crime  Control  Act  of  1991”  will  con¬ 
front  the  terrifying  spiral  of  lawlessness.  It 
will  strengthen  our  Federal  criminal  justice 
system,  too  often  unfairly  stacked  against 
dedicated  law  enforcement  officials. 

Our  bill  will  ensure  that  convicted  felons 
no  longer  evade  punishment  by  drowning 
justice  in  a  sea  of  legal  challenges  unrelated 
to  guilt  or  innocence.  Our  bill  limits  the 
chances  of  a  violent  criminal  getting  re¬ 
leased  on  the  basis  of  legal  technicalities. 
And  I  think  that’s  long  overdue,  to  support 
the  police  officers  in  this  country. 

Our  bill  imposes  tough  sentences  upon 
drug  traffickers  and  violent  felons  who  use 
semiautomatic  weapons.  It  establishes  new 
punishments  against  those  who  steal  and 
smuggle  firearms.  No  plea  bargains.  No 
early  release. 

Our  bill  establishes  an  enforceable  Feder¬ 
al  death  penalty  for  those  who  murder  Fed¬ 
eral  judges,  and  those  who  engage  in  the 
terrorist  slaughter  of  civilians,  and  those 
who  kill  law  enforcement  officers  or  Feder¬ 
al  witnesses. 

We  simply  must  tell  criminals  our  society 
will  protect  itself.  The  American  people 
want  action. 

In  March,  I  asked  the  Congress  to  pass  a 
crime  bill  within  100  days.  The  100  days 
expired  on  June  14th.  But  the  crime  bill  has 
not  been  enacted.  Americans  don’t  want  ex¬ 
cuses.  They  want  action  in  this  field.  They 
don’t  want  timid  bills  that  nibble  at  the 
edges  of  the  crime  problem.  They  want  a 
tough,  comprehensive  package.  And  our 
people  want  to  see  the  fight  on  crime  now. 
So,  please,  let  your  Representative  know 
that  we  want  our  Members  of  Congress  to 
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be  crime  fighters,  too. 

I  am  proud,  very  proud,  to  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  pop  in  here  and  to  salute  you 
at  this  conference.  You  Crime  Stoppers  and 
our  brave  law  enforcement  officials  earn 
our  admiration,  our  respect.  And  you  and 
this  Nation  deserve  the  best,  toughest  anti¬ 
crime  package  that  we  can  produce.  No 
more  loopholes.  No  more  rolls  of  the  dice. 
No  more  delays. 

Listen  to  these  words:  “The  land  is  full  of 
bloody  crimes.  And  the  city  is  full  of  vio¬ 
lence."  The  prophet  Ezekiel  wrote  that 
over  2,000  years  ago.  The  battle  between 
good  and  evil  still  rages.  But  our  crime  bill, 
and  your  work,  your  dedicated,  selfless 
work  will  strengthen  the  hand  of  good. 

There  are  many  frustrations  in  my  job  as 
President  of  the  United  States.  Ive  just 
spoken  to  you  about  some  of  them  here  as 
were  trying  to  back  up  the  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers  that  we  honor  today.  There 
are  many  satisfactions.  Very  candidly,  when 
I  see  this  young  Bobby  over  here,  sitting 
there  with  that  hat  on— [laughter]— no,  that 
little  guy,  I  say  to  myself — [  la  ugh  ter] — the 
guy  in  front  of  you  is— [laughter]— and  I  say 
to  myself,  isn’t  it  fantastic  the  changes  that 
are  taking  place  around  the  world,  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  nuclear  weapons,  meaning 
less  fear  for  that  generation  of  nuclear 
weapons.  And  the  fall  of  communism 


around  the  world  and  the  principled  leader¬ 
ship  of  Americans  for  freedom  and  democ¬ 
racy,  not  only  over  in  the  Middle  East  but 
around  the  rest  of  the  world  as  well,  makes 
this  a  very  exciting  time  to  be  President  of 
the  United  States. 

But  the  job  clearly  is  nowhere  near  fin¬ 
ished  when  I  think  of  the  problems  that  the 
law  enforcement  officers  of  this  country 
face  on  our  streets  every  single  day.  I  am 
determined  not  only  to  lead  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  for  this  kind  of  anticrime  legislation, 
but  I  want  to  back  up  the  law  enforcement 
people  in  this  country  in  every  way  I  can. 

You  found  a  way.  You,  as  Crime  Stoppers, 
have  found  a  way  to  give  of  yourselves.  And 
now  I  and  the  rest  of  my  administration, 
and  hopefully  the  United  States  Congress, 
will  get  with  it,  roll  up  our  sleeves,  pass  this 
strong  legislation,  and  back  you  up  in  your 
selfless  work  in  every  way  possible. 

It’s  been  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here.  And 
may  God  bless  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
can.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:16  p.m.  at 
the  Galt  House  East  Hotel.  In  his  remarks , 
he  referred  to  the  following  Crime  Stoppers 
International  officials:  George  Underhill , 
conference  chairman;  Reginald  Whynott , 
former  president;  and  Sid  Newman ,  presi¬ 
dent.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Dinner  for  Larry  Hopkins  in  Louisville, 

Kentucky 

October  2,  1991 


Thank  you,  Larry.  Thank  you  all  very, 
very  much  for  that  warm  welcome.  Let  me 
just  say  that  I’m  delighted  to  be  here,  join¬ 
ing  all  of  you  as  one  of  “a  whole  lot  of 
people  who  want  to  elect  Larry  Hopkins 
Governor.” 

Let  me  give  my  special  thanks  to  an  old 
friend  of  mine,  Lee  Brown,  for  his  leader¬ 
ship  and  for  his  help  in  putting  together 
this  obviously  successful  dinner.  He’s  done 
it  again.  He’s  been  at  my  side  through 
battle  after  battle.  And  he’s  been  a  great 


citizen  of  this  State.  And  Larry  was  telling 
me  it  wouldn’t  have  been  possible  without 
his  leadership.  So,  Lee,  we  are  very,  very 
grateful  to  you. 

I  also  want  to  salute  another  friend,  a 
great  friend  of  mine,  former  colleague, 
Gene  Snyder  over  here,  a  good  supporter 
who  served  this  State  with  great  distinction. 
And  of  course,  I  feel  as  Larry  does  about 
our  own  Secretary  of  Transportation,  with 
whom  I  work  so  closely,  Sam  Skinner.  He 
really  is  doing  a  superb  job  for  our  country. 
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And  we’ve  got  a  good  team,  as  Larry  said. 
I’ve  worked  with  them  all:  Bob  Gable,  our 
chairman;  Nelda  Barton,  who  was  on  the 
National  Committee  when  I  was  national 
chairman;  Jim  Bunning,  the  national  com¬ 
mitteeman.  I  don’t  think  he  could  be  here 
with  us  tonight,  unfortunately.  And  we  also 
have  a  marvelous  slate  of  statewide  office 
seekers,  and  I  hope  you’ll  vote  for  every 
single  one  of  them. 

And  I  was  particularly  pleased  to  see  an¬ 
other  old  friend.  I  told  him,  and  I’ll  repeat 
it  here,  that  I  look  around  and  I’m  so  grate¬ 
ful  to  so  many  for  giving  me  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  be  in  this  job.  And  the  Bush  family 
knows  how  politics  works,  and  Larry  Forgy 
has  been  at  my  side  for  a  long  time.  And  I 
was  just  thrilled  to  see  him  back  here.  Ken¬ 
tucky  is  together  now,  the  Republican  Party 
unified.  And  I  believe  that  this  is  the  year 
to  elect  a  Republican  Governor. 

We  were  doing  a  little  research  coming 
down  here,  and  I  notice  that  we’re  not  far 
from  Zachary  Taylor’s  resting  spot.  Poor  old 
Zachary.  [Laughter]  When  they  dug  him  up 
last  summer  to  find  out  how  he  died — they 
really  did — they  discovered  that  his  last 
words  were,  “Pass  the  broccoli.”  [ Laughter ] 
Fm  not  sure  if  you  all  have  eaten,  but  you’ll 
excuse  me  if  I  take  off,  okay?  [Laughter] 
We’re  going  over  to  the  CMA  [Country 
Music  Association]  awards  in  Nashville. 

But  let  me  just  say,  in  the  last  few  weeks, 
with  all  the  historic  events  in  the  world, 
people  have  seen  the  importance  of  leader¬ 
ship  and  ideals.  When  a  coup  tried  to  re¬ 
place  Gorbachev  and  overthrow  the 
change,  it  applied  the  coup  de  grace  to 
communism:  No  leadership,  though,  and  no 
ideals. 

As  I  said  at  the  United  Nations,  we  face  a 
different  kind  of  world  than  we’ve  ever 
seen,  one  in  which  we  can  build  a  new  era 
of  peace  and  prosperity  at  home  and 
abroad.  But  we  can  achieve  these  lofty  goals 
only  if  people  take  up  the  challenge  of  lead¬ 
ership  without  losing  sight  of  their  ideals.  It 
won’t  be  easy.  We  saw  unrest  in  our  almost 
democratic  hemisphere.  We  saw  unrest  in 
Haiti  this  week.  Factions  continue  fighting 
one  another  halfway  across  the  world  in 
Yugoslavia.  We  still  have  not  been  able  to 
help  bring  a  lasting  peace  to  the  Middle 
East.  This  week  we  got  fresh  evidence  that 


Saddam  Hussein  has  engaged  in  an  active 
nuclear  weapons  development  program.  If 
the  new  world  order  means  anything,  it 
means  that  we  face  a  greater  variety  of 
challenges  than  ever  before. 

I  can  tell  you  that  I  was  very  pleased  to 
announce  these  drastic  cuts  in  nuclear 
weapons.  I  can  also  assure  you  that  this  was 
supported  by  the  Joint  Chiefs,  by  our  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Defense,  and  our  national  security  is 
guaranteed.  And  I  can  tell  you,  as  we  look 
at  the  challenges,  in  my  view  the  United 
States  will  always  be  up  to  the  challenge. 

I’m  looking  at  that  grand  scene,  but  I’m 
also  looking  at  our  country.  And  right 
here — and  I’m  very,  very  pleased  to  be 
back — you  face  enormous  challenges  as 
well.  For  leadership,  I  really  believe  the 
time  has  come  for  this  dramatic  change  he’s 
calling  for,  not  just  the  party,  but  we  need 
this  man,  this  leader,  Larry  Hopkins,  in  the 
Governor’s  mansion  there  in  Frankfort. 

He’s  helped  this  Commonwealth  for  20 
years,  particularly  as  a  top  Republican  up 
there  on  the  ag  committee.  He  serves  with 
his  time  and  his  hard  work,  but  most  impor¬ 
tant,  he  brings  to  Washington  this  absolute, 
fierce  sense  of  integrity  and  honor. 

Don’t  you  think  it’s  time  then  that  Ken¬ 
tucky  had  a  Republican  Governor?  Let’s 
put  it  in  an  historical  perspective.  Think 
back  when  Green  Bay  beat  Kansas  City  to 
win  the  very  first  Super  Bowl  Or  if  you 
prefer  a  local  angle,  the  year  Jim  Bunning 
led  the  National  League  in  strikeouts. 
Seems  like  ages  ago.  [Laughter]  Well,  that 
was  1967,  and  that’s  the  last  time  a  Republi¬ 
can  lived  in  the  Governor’s  mansion.  And 
we’ve  got  to  do  something  about  that  come 
November. 

Here’s  a  reason  why.  Look  where  you  are 
now,  24  years  later.  Kentucky’s  spending 
has  increased  more  rapidly  than  the  Feder¬ 
al  spending,  and  heaven  knows,  I’m  unhap¬ 
py  about  that.  Larry’s  going  to  put  an  end 
to  that.  He’s  earned  his  stripes  by  taking  a 
tough  antispending  stance  up  there  in 
Washington. 

And  he  means  business.  And  he’s  going  to 
fight,  you  heard  him,  on  keeping  the  jobs 
here  and  creating  new  jobs,  rather  than  let¬ 
ting  them  slide  out,  slip  away  to  some  other 
area.  He  knows  that  you  can’t  help  Ken- 
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tucky  workers  if  taxes  and  regulations  chase 
all  the  jobs  away. 

And  his  bold  plan  to  jump-start  the  econ¬ 
omy  doesn’t  try  to  turn  Kentucky  into  a 
land  of  smokestacks.  He  wants  to  strength¬ 
en  the  farms  that  make  this  State  great. 
This  is  a  State  matter,  but  I  like  his  proposal 
of  regional  agriculture  centers.  He  doesn’t 
intend  to  smother  farmers  with  new  gim¬ 
micks  and  restrictions. 

I  always  worry  about  the  mandated  pro¬ 
grams  out  of  Washington,  DC,  whether  it’s 
in  agriculture  or  housing  or  whatever  it  is. 
You  get  a  little  committee  together,  they 
control  the  Congress,  they  come  up  with 
mandated  programs  telling  everybody  in 
every  State,  in  every  walk  of  life,  how  the 
programs  are  going  to  work  in  the  States. 
And  Larry  doesn’t  believe  in  that.  He 
knows  that  people  are  tired  of  too  much 
Government  and  too  little  personal  free¬ 
dom,  personal  freedom  to  choose  different 
things.  And  we  aren’t  second  to  anyone, 
and  all  we  need  is  a  chance  to  prove  it. 

Our  administration’s  domestic  philosophy 
really  starts  with  a  fundamental  truth,  and 
that’s  that  the  true  power  and  potential  in 
this  land  rests  in  the  hands  of  our  people. 
That’s  what  I  mean  when  I’m  saying  I’m 
against  so  many  mandates.  Our  domestic 
policy  begins  by  trusting  you. 

Let  me  just  click  off  a  couple  of  items  in 
the  domestic  agenda.  Our  housing  proposals 
will  turn  public  housing,  their  residents 
there,  into  apartment  managers  and  home- 
owners.  What  better  way  to  have  dignity 
for  a  low-income  family  than  having  them 
own  their  own  homes. 

We’ve  got  a  good  energy  program  that 
will  conserve  energy  while  encouraging  in¬ 
novation.  It  encourages  Americans  to  devel¬ 
op  new  technologies.  You’ve  got  good  re¬ 
sources  here;  what  we  need  are  better,  im¬ 
proved  technology.  We  need  alternative 
fuels  for  motor  vehicles,  other  break¬ 
throughs  that  will  increase  our  energy  inde¬ 
pendence  without  reducing  our  economic 
growth.  And  we  have  such  a  package. 

Our  transportation  package,  Sam  can  wax 
eloquent  on  that,  gives  more  power  to  local 
authorities.  It  lets  you  decide  which  roads 
your  Federal  dollars  will  build,  rather  than 
putting  the  decision  in  the  hands  of  some 
subcommittee  up  there  in  Washington,  DC. 


Our  crime  package — I’ve  just  come  from 
the  Crime  Stoppers  who  are  having  their 
international  convention  here.  Had  a 
chance  to  see  what  the  local  police  here  are 
doing  in  that  crime  stopping  department 
right  here,  locally  handling  it.  And  our 
crime  package,  the  most  comprehensive  in 
history,  will  give  our  streets  back  to  the 
people.  It’s  going  to  put  an  end  to  the  end¬ 
less  legal  gimmicks  that  enable  convicted 
criminals  to  escape  justice.  And  it  will  make 
drug  dealers  pay,  literally,  for  their  crimes. 
And  it  will  let  juries  hear  testimony  from 
victims  so  we  can  get  fairer,  fuller  justice. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  items  in  our 
package,  but  they  demonstrate  our  basic 
theme  that  we  will  protect  law-abiding  citi¬ 
zens  from  criminals  rather  than  protecting 
the  criminals  from  the  law. 

The  problem  is  too  often  Congress  simply 
refuses  to  act.  This  even  remains  true  for 
something  as  crucial  as  education.  You 
know  the  story  on  the  crime  bill.  I  chal¬ 
lenged  them  in  March,  I  think  it  was,  to 
give  them  100  days  to  pass  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  crime  package;  100  days  went  by,  and 
now  we’re  close  to  200.  And  it’s  simply, 
they  haven’t  even  sent  a  bill  down  for  me 
to  sign  of  a  comprehensive  nature. 

I  mentioned  education.  In  the  last  10 
years,  in  current  dollars,  total  spending  on 
education  went  from  about  $200  billion  to 
over  $400  billion.  Those  are  rough  figures, 
but  that’s  roughly  what  happened,  went 
from,  in  10  years,  from  $200  billion  to  $400 
billion.  And  we  are  still  12th  in  the  world  in 
math,  and  we  are  9th  in  the  world  in  sci¬ 
ence.  And  just  last  Monday,  the  National 
Education  Goals  Panel  confirmed  that  we 
have  a  long,  long  way  to  go.  So,  let’s  start 
working  with  our  Education  2000,  our 
America  2000  program  to  improve  educa¬ 
tion,  not  tomorrow,  not  next  month,  not 
next  year,  but  right  now.  And  Kentucky  can 
have  a  lot  to  do  with  the  success  of  this 
revolutionary  new  approach  to  education. 

Yesterday,  I  talked  with  a  group  of  school 
children  in  Washington — they  were  eighth- 
graders,  I  believe — about  the  importance  of 
education.  And  I  told  them  that  they  can 
control  their  future  by  demanding  more 
and  doing  more.  Everyone  here  can  take 
control,  too. 
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So,  let’s  decide  right  now  to  make  our 
schools  the  best  in  the  world.  And  I  am 
confident  that  when  Larry  Hopkins  gets  to 
be  Governor,  he’ll  work  closely  with  former 
Governor  Alexander,  our  Secretary  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  to  put  into  effect  this  innovative, 
revolutionary  America  2000  program. 

Let’s  decide  right  now  to  provide  educa¬ 
tions  that  prepare  young  men  and  women 
for  the  competitive,  international  economy 
out  there.  The  world  is  getting  smaller. 
Communication  is  much  more  rapid.  And 
it’s  very,  very  important  that  these  kids  be 
competitive.  And  let’s  decide  to  build  a 
system  that  gives  everyone  the  power  to 
throw  open  his  or  her  own  door  of  opportu¬ 
nity  and  travel  the  path  to  success. 

Last  April  we  made  this  challenge,  chal¬ 
lenging  Americans  to  reinvent,  literally 
reinvent  the  American  school,  to  revolu¬ 
tionize,  and  I  mean  revolutionize,  American 
education.  And  this  strategy  encourages  us 
to  create  accountable  schools  for  today  and 
a  new  generation  of  schools  for  tomorrow,  a 
Nation  of  students  committed  not  just  to 
finishing  regular  classes  but  to  a  lifetime  of 
education.  And  I’m  still  working  at  it 
myself.  You  ought  to  see  me  try  to  get  that 
computer  to  operate.  [Laughter]  But  I’m 
going  to  stay  on  it  because  our  theory  is 
nobody  is  too  old  to  learn.  And  I  would 
recommend  this  to  some  of  you  other  back¬ 
ward  technological  people  out  there.  I’m 
having  a  lot  of  fun  doing  it. 

But  we  can  all  learn.  And  our  communi¬ 
ties  can  be  made  for  learning  to  happen. 
And  that  means  less  crime,  and  obviously 
that  we  want  to  have  places  where  kids  are 
prepared  to  start  learning,  and  that  means 
more  Head  Start.  So,  we’ve  got  a  good, 
comprehensive  educational  program,  and 
all  of  you  can  play  a  critical  part  in  imple¬ 
menting  it. 

People  who  want  Washington  to  solve  all 
these  problems  are  simply  missing  the 
point.  And  I  am  convinced  that’s  one  reason 
why  Larry  is  willing  to  come  back  here,  roll 
up  his  sleeves,  and  run  for  Governor  of  this 
great  State. 

What  happens  up  there  in  Washington,  is 
important.  I  am  not  antigovernment,  but 
believe  me,  it  doesn’t  matter  half  as  much 
when  we  talk  about  these  problems  as  what 
happens  in  each  hometown  and,  I  might 


say,  in  each  family. 

I  am  very  concerned  as  your  President 
about  the  diminution  of  family,  the  disinte¬ 
gration  of  family.  And  I  don’t  know  what 
we  can  do  about  it,  but  I  do  salute  Barbara 
Bush  as  she  goes  around  the  country  not 
only  talking  about  literacy  but  about  the 
importance  of  family  being  involved  with 
these  young  kids,  reading  to  them,  caring 
about  them,  comforting  them.  And  some¬ 
times,  I  guess,  some  of  us  older  guys  take  all 
that  for  granted.  But  we  can’t  anymore. 
Family  is  too  darn  important  to  our  coun¬ 
try. 

I  need  a  strong  advocate  for  this  ap¬ 
proach  to  education  in  Kentucky.  And  I  be¬ 
lieve  Larry  can  work  with  the  establish¬ 
ment,  as  much  as  we  need  to  do  that.  But  I 
don’t  think  he’ll  work  for  it.  I  think  he  be¬ 
lieves  in  the  power  of  the  individual  com¬ 
munities  to  shape  the  educational  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  young  people. 

I  know  that  here  in  Kentucky  you’ll  take 
that  call  seriously  because  this  is  the  “land 
of  tomorrow.”  And  your  tomorrow  really 
has  got  to  begin  today  with  hard  work  to 
make  sure  that  your  next  Governor  will  be 
a  man  of  principles,  and  that  man  is  Larry 
Hopkins. 

And  that’s  why  I  wanted  to  come  down 
here  tonight  when  Lee  and  Larry  asked  me 
to  show  up  for  this  wonderful  event.  When 
Governor  Hopkins  calls  next  year,  he  will 
have  a  friend  in  the  White  House.  I  can 
guarantee  you  that. 

Larry,  come  here  just  a  sec.  Let  me  just 
say  this.  I’ve  had  to  call  on  this  guy  for 
some  tough  votes,  to  be  at  my  side  through 
some  big  fights.  And  we’ve  lost  quite  a  few 
of  them,  and  every  once  in  a  while  we  win 
one  up  there.  We’re  not  outnumbered 
hopelessly.  But  he’s  given  of  himself.  He’s 
been  there  when  I’ve  asked.  And  now  I 
want  everybody  across  this  great  State  of 
Kentucky  to  support  him  for  Governor.  Yc 
couldn’t  get  a  better  man. 

Thank  you  all,  and  may  God  bless  tl 
United  States. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:35  p.m.  at 
the  Kentucky  Fair  and  Exposition  Center. 
In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Lee  Brown , 
event  chairman;  former  Representative 
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Gene  Snyder;  Robert  Gable ,  State  Republi¬ 
can  party  chairman ;  Nelda  Barton ,  Repub¬ 
lican  national  committeewoman;  Represent¬ 
ative  Jim  Running;  and  Larry  Forgy ,  Mr. 


Hopkins'  opponent  in  the  Republican  gu¬ 
bernatorial  primary.  Following  his  remarks , 
f/z#  President  traveled  to  Nashville ,  77V. 


Remarks  at  the  25th  Anniversary 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
October  2,  1991 

Thank  you,  thank  you,  Reba,  and  con¬ 
gratulations  to  all  of  tonight’s  award  win¬ 
ners.  It’s  great  to  be  here  with  friends  and 
with  the  music  I  love.  And  Barbara  and  I 
come  here  as  fans. 

Country  music  gives  us  a  window  on  the 
real  world.  And  when  I  want  to  feel  a  surge 
of  patriotism  or  turn  nostalgic  or  even 
when  I  need  a  little  free  advice  about 
Saddam  Hussein,  I  turn  to  country  music. 
[Laughter] 

But  country  songs  do  say  a  lot  about  life. 
And  sometimes,  and  this  is  true,  in  the  Oval 
Office,  I  read  a  sentence  that’s  under  the 
glass,  right-hand  corner  of  my  desk.  And  it 
says,  “If  we’re  gonna  see  a  rainbow,  we’ll 
have  to  stand  a  little  rain.” 

And  country  entertainers  treat  each  other 
as  family.  Let  me  just  say  that  Barbara  and 
I  sympathize  with  the  country  music  family 
on  the  loss  of  a  great  lady,  Dottie  West.  And 
we  are  very  sorry  that  our  dear  friend 


of  the  Country  Music  Awards  in 


Minnie  Pearl  could  not  be  with  us  tonight. 
She’s  not  been  well.  And  Minnie,  you  have 
America’s  prayers  and  best  wishes. 

And  Barbara  and  I  will  always  be  grateful 
for  what  the  country  music  family  did  for 
our  troops  in  the  Gulf  and  for  their  families. 
You  sure  helped  them  “stand  a  little  rain,” 
so  when  Desert  Storm  went  by  they  could 
see  that  magnificent  rainbow. 

You  know,  it’s  easy  to  see  why  America 
loves  country  music:  Country  music  loves 
America.  Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless 
this  great  country  of  ours. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  10:05  p.m.  at 
the  Grand  Ole  Opry.  In  his  remarks ,  he 
referred  to  entertainers  Reba  McEntire, 
Dottie  West ,  and  Minnie  Pearl.  Following 
his  remarks ,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington ,  DC.  These  remarks  were  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 
on  October  3. 


Remarks  to  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress  of  America 
October  3,  1991 


Thank  you  very,  very  much.  What  a  won¬ 
derful  warm  welcome.  Thank  you  so  much, 
and  thank  you,  Pat  Donlin,  for  the  kind 
words,  the  kind  introduction.  And  may  I 
salute  Bishop  Daily;  it’s  an  honor  to  be  with 
you,  sir;  and  so  many,  many  friends  here 
today. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  when  America 
won  its  independence  two  centuries  ago, 
our  founders  chose  a  national  motto.  And 
they  decided  upon  “e  pluribus  unum”:  out 


of  many,  one.  And  it  symbolized  the  Feder¬ 
al  union  of  the  13  original  States,  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  new  Nation’s  spirit  of  openness, 
tolerance  and  liberty. 

Early  on,  early  America  was  not  the 
ethnic  and  religious  melting  pot  of  today, 
but  neither  was  it  monolithic.  A  great  reli¬ 
gious  diversity  arose  in  our  land,  from  Puri¬ 
tan  New  England,  through  Newport  and 
New  Amsterdam’s  early  Jewish  settlements, 
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through  the  Middle  Atlantic  communities  of 
Dutch  Calvinists  and  German  Lutherans, 
through  Maryland’s  Catholic  colony,  to  the 
Southern  States’  Anglicans  and  Presbyteri¬ 
ans. 

Constitutional  protection  of  freedom  of 
conscience  made  the  melting  pot  possible, 
even  inevitable.  “E  pluribus  unum”  became 
a  self-fulfilling  prophecy.  And  true  to  our 
motto,  America  attracted  Slovaks  and  Poles 
and  Italians  and  Greeks  and  Cubans  and 
Vietnamese,  Chinese  and  Lebanese  and 
Irish  by  the  millions. 

America  became  a  beehive  of  community 
self-help,  fraternalism.  Fraternal  benefit  so¬ 
cieties  helped  millions  of  immigrants  make 
the  economic  and  cultural  transition  from 
the  Old  World  to  the  New.  Fraternal  soci¬ 
eties,  they  offered  life,  life  insurance  and 
health  insurance  to  Americans  who  might 
not  otherwise  have  found  those  protections. 
Local  lodges  and  councils  of  fraternal 
groups  gave  and  still  give  millions  of  hours 
to  voluntary  social  service. 

Motivated  by  fraternal  ideals,  millions  of 
your  members  bring  cheer  to  residents  of 
nursing  homes  and  share  friendship  with 
retarded  kids,  give  elderly  neighbors  rides 
to  the  store,  to  church,  to  the  doctor.  Your 
members’  voluntary  gifts  contribute  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  of  dollars  to  educational, 
medical,  and  social  institutions.  The  Pater¬ 
nalist  tradition  illustrates  America’s  distinc¬ 
tive  commitment  to  community  service, 
and  voluntary  service  flourishes  more  in 
America  than  in  any  other  Western  society. 
Fraternal  societies  were  the  prime  exam¬ 
ples  that  I  listed  in  1988  when  I  first  spoke 
of  what  Pat  referred  to,  of  America’s  Points 
of  Light. 

Today,  we  look  to  voluntary  fraternalism 
to  lead  us  back  to  our  roots  and  away  from 
a  debilitating  social  experiment:  Govern¬ 
ment  paternalism  with  all  its  mandated 
benefits  designed  by  some  subcommittee  on 
Capitol  Hill. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  modern  welfare 
state,  voluntary  associations,  usually  reli¬ 
gious  or  fraternal  in  character,  provided 
most  social  services.  Fortunately,  we  still 
have  a  strong  voluntary  sector  in  social 
services.  And  as  I  look  at  the  problems  of 
this  country — and  I’ve  just  come  from  a 
media  association  for  fighting  drugs,  media 


people  come  together  to  fight  against  drugs. 
But  as  I  look  at  social  service,  I  see  that  we 
need  this  spirit  of  voluntarism  more  than 
ever  in  the  history  of  our  country. 

I  mentioned  the  media  against  drugs. 
And  then  just  before  that,  I  met  with  the 
Red  Ribbon  Campaign.  These  are  family 
people,  the  National  Federation  of  Parents 
for  Drug-Free  Youth,  coming  together. 
Some  of  you  may  well  be  in  it,  on  this  Red 
Ribbon  Campaign,  people  voluntarily 
coming  together  to  work  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  to  help  eliminate  in  this  instance  the 
scourge  of  drugs.  Parents  getting  involved 
more  actively  now,  and  family,  with  their 
kids  who  are  threatened  by  this  scourge.  I 
cite  it  just  because  it’s  one  more  of  many, 
many  examples  of  what  I  am  talking  about 
here  today  and  what  you  all  understand  so 
well. 

Voluntary  social  service  institutions,  they 
provide  creative  competition  for  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies  and  other  voluntary  groups. 
They  offer  not  just  aid  but  also  choice  to 
those  whom  they  serve.  They  belie  the  dan¬ 
gerous  notion  that  anything  public  must  be 
governmental.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the 
Government.  I’m  proud  to  lead  the  Federal 
Government.  But  everything  has  a  proper 
place  in  our  society,  and  we  must  not  allow 
the  Government  to  crowd  voluntary  groups 
out  of  the  social  services  field. 

Nor  should  we  let  the  Government  mo¬ 
nopolize  public  education.  America  needs 
to  revise,  we  say  renew  actually,  renew  its 
thinking  about  public  education.  From  the 
earliest  times,  Americans  have  sought  to 
provide  quality  education  as  universally  as 
possible.  Historically,  our  schools  have 
served  the  same  public  purpose  whether 
their  organizers  were  Methodist  pastors  or 
Catholic  nuns  or  county  councils.  Strictly 
speaking,  any  school  that  meets  fundamen¬ 
tal  State  standards  and  does  not  violate  anti- 
discrimination  laws  provides  public  educa¬ 
tion. 

But  schools  that  aren’t  operated  by  gov¬ 
ernment  and  funded  by  tax  dollars  are  find¬ 
ing  it  harder  and  harder  to  survive  on  such 
an  uneven  financial  playing  field.  Not  many 
parents  can  afford  both  high  tax  levies  and 
private  or  parochial  school  tuition.  Surely 
many  among  you  have  wrestled  with  a, 
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quote,  choice,  unquote,  that  wasn’t  a  fair 
choice.  Maybe  you  wanted  your  son  or 
daughter  to  attend  a  Christian  day  school  or 
a  Lutheran  high  school  but  couldn’t  afford 
to. 

Our  America  2000  education  strategy 
aims  to  restore  real  freedom  for  parents  to 
choose  schools  for  their  children.  We’re 
confident  that  greater  choice  will  encour¬ 
age  creative  competition  among  private 
and  parochial  schools,  improving  education 
for  everyone.  At  the  same  time,  we  want  to 
foster  imaginative  new  approaches  to  school 
organization  and  management.  We’re  en¬ 
listing,  incidentally,  parents,  innovative 
teachers,  business  leaders,  churches,  these 
voluntary  associations  in  the  enterprise  of 
creating  what  we  call,  and  properly  so,  New 
American  Schools.  We’re  not  going  to  just 
patch  over  the  old  approach.  We’re  trying 
to  revolutionize  the  schools  in  this  country. 

I  hope  you  will  join  us  in  working  to 
renew  American  education.  And  you  can 
help  by  getting  the  message  to  your  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress,  your  State  legislators,  and 
your  local  school  officials.  And  you  can  help 
by  getting  involved  in  your  own  schools. 
But  as  ambitious  and  promising  as  these  fi¬ 
nancial  and  organizational  reforms  are, 
there’s  far  more  that  we  must  all  do  to 
improve  American  education. 

Schooling  takes  up  just  a  small  part  of  a 
youngster’s  time.  It  may  surprise  you  how 
little  time  is  taken.  From  kindergarten  to 
high  school  graduation,  our  children  on  an 
average  spend  only  9  percent  of  their  time 
in  their  school.  That’s  just  one-eleventh  of 
the  time.  Our  children  spend  the  remaining 
91  percent  of  their  time  at  home  or  playing 
with  friends  or  maybe  out  at  a  video 
arcade. 

Here’s  the  most  shocking  statistic:  Chil¬ 
dren  in  one  survey  said  that  they  spend  just 
15  minutes  a  day  talking  with  their  parents, 
15  minutes.  And  moreover,  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Education  reports  that  our 
eighth  graders  spend  an  average  of  more 
than  21  hours  per  week  watching  television, 
but  fewer  than  6  hours  a  week  doing  home¬ 
work. 

If  these  surveys  actually  reflect  wider  pat¬ 
terns,  we  could  make  our  schools  the  best 
in  the  world  and  still  find  ourselves  in  deep 
trouble.  Kids  and  parents  have  to  talk,  and 


parents  have  to  take  an  active  role  in  en¬ 
couraging  their  children  to  learn  and  excel 
in  school. 

As  I  contemplate  my  job  and  the  great 
problems  facing  our  country,  and  I  talk  to 
Barbara  about  this  a  lot,  we  worry  about 
the  disintegration  of  the  American  family  in 
our  society.  We  want  to  see  it  strengthened 
so  these  kids  today  whose  lives  are  threat¬ 
ened  by  this  new  scourge  of  narcotics  will 
have  the  love  and  affection  and  caring  from 
parents  that  can  make  a  tremendous  differ¬ 
ence. 

This  may  not  be  the  Government’s  busi¬ 
ness,  but  it’s  the  Nation’s  business.  It’s  the 
business  of  our  people.  And  I  would  like  to 
be  more  effective  if  I  could  find  ways,  and  I 
know  Bar  would  too,  Barbara  would  as  well, 
to  find  ways  to  help  strengthen  the  fabric  of 
the  American  family. 

So  as  our  administration  works  for  re¬ 
forms  to  give  parents  more  choice  in 
schools,  naturally  we  want  parents  to  join 
us,  to  speak  up,  to  fight  for  their  rightful 
freedoms.  And  we  want  you  to  join  us  in 
this  cause. 

Even  more  fundamentally,  our  kids’ 
future,  our  Nation’s  future,  demands  that 
parents  responsibly  use  all  the  freedom  and 
power  they  already  have.  Parents  or  guard¬ 
ians,  with  some  help  from  grandparents  and 
pastors  and  good  neighbors,  mold  our  chil¬ 
dren’s  moral  character.  And  they  supply  the 
motivation  and  discipline  that  young  people 
need.  Learning  begins  at  home,  whether 
the  subject  is  math  or  science  or  literature 
or  civic  virtue.  I  hope  that  people  haven’t 
become  so  accustomed  to  a  big  government 
role  in  education  that  they  forget  that  the 
real  responsibility  for  education  begins  and 
ends  at  home. 

De  Tocqueville  understood.  “There  is  no 
country  in  the  world,”  he  wrote,  “in  which 
everything  can  be  provided  for  by  the  laws 
or  in  which  political  institutions  can  prove  a 
substitute  for  common  sense  and  public  mo¬ 
rality.”  The  framers  of  the  Constitution  un¬ 
derstood.  And  so  did  the  great  men  and 
women,  a  century  later,  who  founded 
America’s  flourishing  alliance  of  fraternal 
societies. 

I  am  confident  that  you,  too,  understand 
and  accept  the  responsibilities  that  accom- 
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pany  our  most  precious  freedoms.  It  wasn’t 
costly,  an  activist  government  that  made 
America  great.  Our  strength  and  generosity 
flowed  from  individual  initiatives  and  vol¬ 
untary  associations.  Personal  faith  inspires 
public  progress. 

The  American  promise  that  beckoned 
your  fathers  and  forefathers  to  these  shores 
reaches  out  to  new  generations,  to  new 
waves  of  immigrants.  With  your  numbers, 
with  your  strength  of  spirit,  I  know  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  fraternal  associations  will  form  a  great 
part  in  keeping  this  promise  for  generations 


to  come. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  visit  with  you  for 
this  short  time,  to  pay  my  respects,  to  urge 
you  to  stay  involved  in  your  wonderful,  I 
would  say  heroic  work. 

Thank  you  all,  and  may  God  bless  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:59  p.m.  at 
the  Grand  Hyatt  Hotel  In  his  remarks,  he 
referred  to  W.  Patrick  Donlin,  president  of 
the  National  Fraternal  Congress  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  Thomas  V.  Daily,  national  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus . 


Remarks  at  the  Proclamation  Signing  Ceremony  for  German- 
American  Day 
October  3,  1991 


President  Bush.  In  the  first  place,  it’s  a 
great  pleasure  always  to  welcome  Foreign 
Minister  Hans-Dietrich  Genscher  to  the 
Oval  Office.  We’ve  had  many,  many  con¬ 
versations  since  I’ve  been  President,  and  I 
value  his  counsel  and  his  friendship.  And 
welcome  back,  sir. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  to  see  so  many 
guests  from  the  new  German  States  in  the 
East,  Hans-Dietrich  telling  me  of  your  par¬ 
ticipation  here,  including  Minister-President 
Muench  and  other  leaders  from  Saxon- 
Anhalt,  Mayor  Wagner  of  Dresden,  and  offi¬ 
cials  from  Minister  Genscher’s  hometown  of 
Halle. 

Let  me  also  welcome  leaders  of  the 
German-American  community:  Helmut 
Kruger,  Elsbeth  Seewald,  and  Adelbert 
Theune. 

In  a  few  moments  I’ll  be  signing  this  bill 
and  proclamation  commemorating  German- 
American  Day.  And  how  fitting  it  is  that 
this  ceremony  coincides  with  German  Unity 
Day  and  the  first  anniversary  of  German 
unification.  One  year  ago  today,  here  at  the 
White  House,  we  joined  our  friends  in  Ger¬ 
many  in  celebrating  the  long-awaited  reuni¬ 
fication  of  their  country.  What  a  thrilling 
moment  it  was.  I’ll  never  forget  it,  and 
Americans  that  participated  and  saw  it, 
they’ll  never  forget  it. 

Today,  one  year  after  welcoming  united 


Germany  into  the  commonwealth  of  free 
nations,  let  me  pay  special  tribute  to  our  17 
million  new  German  friends,  those  from  the 
Eastern  States  of  the  former  GDR,  the 
German  Democratic  Republic.  We  admire 
your  courage  in  throwing  off  the  shackles  of 
a  cruel  ideology  and  joining  your  brothers 
in  the  West  in  building  a  new  Germany, 
whole  and  free.  You  are  important  new 
members  of  our  transatlantic  community 
and  part  of  the  special  bond  between  Ger¬ 
mans  and  Americans. 

Americans  and  Eastern  Germans,  you’ve 
been  cut  off  from  one  another  for  more 
than  two  generations.  And  so,  in  signing  the 
proclamation  commemorating  German- 
American  Day,  let  me  extend  a  very  spe¬ 
cial,  an  extra  special  welcome  to  you,  those 
who  have  come  from  the  East.  It  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  be  here. 

And  I  now  turn  the  podium  over  to  the 
Foreign  Minister,  and  then  we  will  get  on 
with  the  signing.  But  welcome  everybody. 

Foreign  Minister  Genscher.  Mr.  President, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  today  we  are  cele¬ 
brating  the  tradition  of  German-American 
Day  and  the  first  anniversary  of  the  unifica¬ 
tion  of  Germany.  America  stood  by  us  in 
good  times  and  in  bad.  During  the  unifica¬ 
tion  process  and  during  every  phase  of  the 
two-plus-four  talks,  we  knew  that  America 
was  on  our  side.  And  we  never  will  forget 


1257 


Oct  3  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


this,  Mr.  President. 

We  all  know  that  without  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  without  my  friend  James  Baker, 
German  unity  and  freedom  would  not  have 
been  achieved  last  year.  Though  this  very 
day  is  a  day  of  gratitude  for  the  German 
people  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  to  you  personally,  Mr.  President,  the 
sound  of  the  Berlin  Liberty  Bell  at  mid¬ 
night  on  the  hour  of  unification  was  a 
moving  symbol  of  this,  one  year  ago. 

Today,  German- American  Day  is  being 
celebrated  in  over  400,000  villages  in  your 
country.  The  Germans  from  the  new  feder¬ 
al  States  now  have  a  share  in  the  almost  100 
sister  city  arrangements.  Today,  I’m  par¬ 
ticularly  happy  to  present  to  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  delegation  from  my  home  State, 
Saxon-Anhalt,  headed  by  Minister-President 
Muench,  and  to  introduce  to  you  also  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Dresden. 

“We  the  people” — these  are  the  opening 
words  of  the  American  Constitution  which 
puts  man’s  pursuit  of  happiness  to  the  fore. 
“We  are  the  people” — in  this  cause  citizens 
everywhere  in  the  former  GDR  wrought 


freedom  and  unity. 

You,  Mr.  President,  have  now  brought 
the  world  a  step  nearer  to  a  new  peaceful 
order  which  we  all  want.  United  Germany 
feels  that  it  will  be  allied  with  the  United 
States  of  America  forever,  a  united  Germa¬ 
ny  in  Europe,  whole  and  free.  This,  Mr. 
President,  is  our  message  to  our  American 
friends  on  German- American  Day  1991, 
and  on  this  first  anniversary  of  the  unifica¬ 
tion  of  Germany. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:20  p.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Werner  Muench , 
Prime  Minister  of  Saxon-Anhalt;  Herbert 
Wagner,  lord  mayor  of  Dresden;  Helmut 
Kruger,  president  of  the  United  German- 
American  Committee;  Elsbeth  Seewald , 
president  of  the  German-American  Nation¬ 
al  Congress;  and  Adelbert  Theune ,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Steuben  Society.  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  Genscher  referred  to  Secretary  of  State 
James  A.  Baker  III .  The  proclamation  is 
listed  in  Appendix  E  at  the  end  of  this 
volume. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  a  Report  on  Panamanian 
Government  Assets  Held  by  the  United  States 
October  3 ,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

1.  I  hereby  report  to  the  Congress  on 
developments  since  the  last  Presidential 
report  on  April  23,  1991,  concerning  the 
continued  blocking  of  Panamanian  govern¬ 
ment  assets.  This  report  is  submitted  pursu¬ 
ant  to  section  207(d)  of  the  International 
Emergency  Economic  Powers  Act,  50 
U.S.C.  1706(d). 

2.  On  April  5,  1990,  I  issued  Executive 
Order  No.  12710,  terminating  the  national 
emergency  declared  on  April  8,  1988,  with 
respect  to  Panama.  While  this  order  termi¬ 
nated  the  sanctions  imposed  pursuant  to 
that  declaration,  the  blocking  of  Panamani¬ 
an  government  assets  in  the  United  States 
was  continued  in  order  to  permit  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  orderly  unblocking  and  transfer 


of  funds  that  I  directed  on  December  20, 
1989,  and  to  foster  the  resolution  of  claims 
of  U.S.  creditors  involving  Panama,  pursu¬ 
ant  to  50  U.S.C.  1706(a).  The  termination  of 
the  national  emergency  did  not  affect  the 
continuation  of  compliance  audits  and  en¬ 
forcement  actions  with  respect  to  activities 
taking  place  during  the  sanctions  period, 
pursuant  to  50  U.S.C.  1622(a). 

3.  The  Office  of  Foreign  Assets  Control  of 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury  (“FAC”) 
has  released  to  the  control  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Panama  approximately  $450,000  of 
the  approximately  $132.76  million  that  re¬ 
mained  blocked  at  the  time  of  my  last 
report.  The  amount  released  represents 
blocked  financial  accounts  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Panama  requested  be  unblocked. 
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Of  the  approximately  $137.3  million  re¬ 
maining  blocked  at  this  time  (which  in¬ 
cludes  approximately  $5  million  in  interest 
credited  to  the  accounts  since  my  last 
report),  some  $136.5  million  is  held  in 
escrow  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of 
New  York  at  the  request  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Panama  to  fund  a  portion  of  Pana¬ 
ma’s  arrearages  to  international  financial  in¬ 
stitutions.  Additionally,  approximately 
$600,000  is  held  in  commercial  bank  ac¬ 
counts  for  which  the  Government  of 
Panama  has  not  requested  unblocking.  A 
small  residual  in  blocked  reserve  accounts 
established  under  section  565.509  of  the 


Panamanian  Transactions  Regulations,  35 
CFR  565.509,  remains  on  the  books  of  U.S. 
firms  pending  the  final  reconciliation  of  ac¬ 
counting  records  involving  claims  and  coun¬ 
terclaims  between  the  firms  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Panama. 

4.  I  will  continue  to  report  periodically  to 
the  Congress  on  the  exercise  of  authorities 
to  prohibit  transactions  involving  property 
in  which  the  Government  of  Panama  has  an 
interest,  pursuant  to  50  U.S.C.  1706(d). 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  3,  1991. 


Nomination  of  Henrietta  Holsman  Fore  To  Be  an  Assistant 
Administrator  of  the  Agency  for  International  Development 
October  3,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Henrietta  Holsman  Fore, 
of  California,  to  be  an  Assistant  Administra¬ 
tor  of  the  Agency  for  International  Devel¬ 
opment  at  the  Bureau  for  Asia.  This  is  a 
reappointment. 

Since  1989  Ms.  Fore  has  served  as  Assist¬ 
ant  Administrator  of  the  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development  for  Private  Enter¬ 
prise.  Prior  to  this,  she  served  as  president 
and  director  of  Stockton  Wire  Products  in 


Burbank,  CA,  1977-1989;  president  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Pozacorp,  Inc.,  in 
Burbank,  CA,  1981-1989;  and  director  of 
the  Water  Quality  Management,  1987- 
1989. 

Ms.  Fore  graduated  from  Wellesley  Col¬ 
lege  (B.A.,  1970)  and  the  University  of 
Northern  Colorado  (M.A.,  1975).  She  was 
born  December  9,  1948,  in  Chicago,  IL.  She 
is  married,  has  four  children,  and  resides  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Nomination  of  David  M.  Nummy  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 
October  3,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  David  M.  Nummy,  of 
Oklahoma,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  Management.  He  would 
succeed  Linda  M.  Combs.  Upon  appoint¬ 
ment,  he  will  be  designated  Chief  Financial 
Officer  at  the  Department  of  Treasury. 

Since  1989  Mr.  Nummy  has  served  as 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Departmen¬ 
tal  Finance  and  Management  at  the  U.S. 


Department  of  the  Treasury.  Prior  to  this, 
he  served  as  comptroller  of  the  office  of  the 
President-elect,  1988-1989;  comptroller  of 
George  Bush  for  President  and  Bush/ 
Quayle  ’88,  1987-1988;  and  business  man¬ 
ager  for  Research /Strategy/ Management, 
Inc.,  1986.  Mr.  Nummy  served  as  a  senior 
analyst  for  tax  policy  for  the  U.S.  Senate 
Committee  on  the  Budget,  1985;  deputy 
campaign  director  of  the  People  for  Pete 
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Domenici,  1983-1984;  and  as  a  special  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  staff  director  and  an  analyst 
for  Federal  credit  at  the  U.S.  Senate  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Budget,  1981-1983. 

Mr.  Nummy  graduated  from  Oklahoma 


State  University  (B.A.,  1978;  M.S.,  1979).  He 
was  born  April  6,  1957,  in  Oklahoma  City, 
OK.  Mr.  Nummy  resides  in  Washington, 
DC. 


Nomination  of  Charles  R.  Hilty  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 

Agriculture 

October  3,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Charles  R.  Hilty,  of  Ohio, 
to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
for  Administration.  He  would  succeed  Adis 
Maria  Vila. 

Currently  Mr.  Hilty  serves  as  Associate 
Deputy  Secretary  for  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to 
this,  he  served  as  minority  staff  director  for 
the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture, 


1984-1991;  administrative  assistant  in  the 
office  of  Congressman  Edward  Madigan, 
1978-1984;  and  night  wire  editor  for  the  St. 
Louis  Post-Dispatch  in  St.  Louis,  MO. 

Mr.  Hilty  graduated  from  Bowling  Green 
State  University  (B.S.,  1960).  He  was  born 
November  6,  1934,  in  Bluffton,  OH.  Mr. 
Hilty  served  in  the  Ohio  National  Guard, 
1960-1966.  He  is  married  and  resides  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  Discussions  With  President  Jean- 
Bertrand  Aristide  of  Haiti 
October  4,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  willing  to  go  as 
far  as  you  were  for  Kuwait? 

President  Bush.  We’re  very  interested  in 
the  restoration  of  the  democratically  elect¬ 
ed  government  in  Haiti,  and  the  situations 
are  not  parallel  at  all,  entirely  different.  But 
this  one,  we  are  convinced  that  democracy 
should  prevail  in  Haiti.  The  fight  is— the 
discussion  here  is  about  the  restoration  of  a 
democratically  elected  government.  The 
United  States  is  joining  most  of  the  rest  of 
the  world  in  calling  for  the  restoration  of  a 
democratically  elected  leader,  who’s  sitting 

right  next  to  me.  That  is  the  question - 

Q.  Can  it  be  done  without  force? 

President  Bush.  - before  us  right  now. 

And  this  matter,  I  will  have  no  more  ques¬ 
tions  now.  I’m  having  a  press  conference, 


and  I’ll  be  glad  to  answer  questions  like 
that,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International],  but  I’ll  take  no  more  at  this 
time. 

Q.  President  Aristide,  do  you  think  that 
you  don’t  want  any  military  intervention  in 
your  country?  And  do  you  think  you  can  be 
restored  to  the  presidency  by  peaceful 
means? 

President  Aristide.  As  Mr.  President  Bush 
said,  we  are  talking  about  going  back  in  a 
democratical  way  and  to  continue  the 
democratical  forces  in  Haiti.  Later  we  will 
talk  about  something  else. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  9:34  a.m .  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 
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Remarks  to  Recipients  of  the  Presidential  Elementary  Awards  for 
Excellence  in  Mathematics  and  Science  Teaching 
October  4,  1991 


Please  be  seated.  Late  for  class,  I  apolo¬ 
gize,  I  apologize.  [Laughter]  But  you  might 
be  interested  in  this.  I  was  just  meeting 
with  the  duly  elected,  democratically  elect¬ 
ed  President  of  Haiti,  who,  as  you  know,  has 
been  overthrown.  And  we’re  very  con¬ 
cerned,  obviously,  about  democracy  in  that 
country.  And  so  I  hope  you’ll  forgive  me  for 
being  late  for  this  event. 

But  I’m  delighted  to  be  here  with  Dr. 
Bromley,  my  Science  Advisor,  who  is  doing 
a  superb  job  as  we  focus  the  Nation’s  atten¬ 
tions  on  math  and  science  and  the  need  to 
be  competitive  in  these  areas,  indeed, 
retain  our  leadership  in  the  areas  that 
you’re  so  involved  in. 

And  of  course,  the  same  for  Jim  Watkins, 
our  Secretary  of  Energy,  who  not  only  does 
he  have  responsibilities  as  Secretary  of 
Energy  and  gives  me  valuable  advice  in 
that  field,  and  then  based  on  his  former  role 
as  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  judgment  on 
all  of  that,  but  he’s  never  lost  his  abiding 
interest  in  education,  something  that  he  has 
been  very  prominent  in  before  assuming 
these  responsibilities.  And  he  keeps  up  that 
interest.  So,  you’ve  got  two  of  our  very  best 
here. 

I  understand  that  we  have  teachers  from 
all  50  States,  DC,  Puerto  Rico,  the  U.S.  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  then  our  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  Dependent  Schools;  from  West  Ger¬ 
many  to  Fairmont,  West  Virginia,  and  from 
Austin,  Texas,  to  Alpha,  Illinois.  So  thank 
you  for  coming,  and  congratulations  to  all  of 
you. 

Speaking  of  Illinois,  I  just  was  told  the 
story  about  a  school  in  Illinois  that  was 
named  after  Jack  Benny.  And  every  year, 
Benny  made  a  point  of  going  to  the  school 
and  visiting  the  children.  And  one  year  he 
was  speaking  to  a  group  of  12-year-olds,  and 
he  asked  if  there  were  any  questions.  And  a 
kid  put  up  his  hand.  “Mr.  Benny,”  he  said, 
“why  did  they  name  you  after  our  school?” 
[Laughter]  That’s  really  apropos  of  nothing 
here,  but  I  kind  of  liked  it. 

But  no  matter  where  the  school  is  or  who 


it’s  named  after,  I  believe  that  our  math 
and  science  teachers  are  blessed  with  a  gift 
for  inspiration.  And  they  possess  the  same 
drive  that  motivates  their  students  to  con¬ 
struct  skyscrapers  or  crack  DNA  codes  or 
craft  race  cars  or  create  new  computer 
models  or  climb  aboard  a  spaceship.  Not 
only  are  you  adventurers,  but  you  inspire 
your  students  to  take  their  first  steps  in  the 
adventure  of  their  lives,  the  adventure  of 
becoming  educated  men  and  women. 

Some  teachers  with  us  today,  each  one  a 
winner,  arrived  here  at  the  White  House 
from  Indian  reservations  and  inner  cities, 
volcanic  islands.  And  while  the  journey  may 
have  been  long  for  some,  it’s  been  incredi¬ 
ble  for  all  because  along  the  way  you  have 
ignited  the  spark  of  understanding,  the 
power  of  curiosity,  and  the  wonderful  po¬ 
tential  that  lies  latent  in  every  child. 

A  teacher  of  young  people  and  a  student 
of  man,  the  late — and  he  was  a  friend  of 
mine,  and  I  know  some  of  you  must  have 
known  him — the  former  president  of  Yale 
University  as  well  as  commissioner  of  base¬ 
ball,  Bart  Giamatti,  once  observed,  “Teach¬ 
ing  is  an  instinctual  art,  mindful  of  poten¬ 
tial,  craving  of  realizations.”  I  think  that’s  a 
true  observation  today,  for  now  we’re  rely¬ 
ing  on  each  of  you  to  practice  the  art  of 
realizing  potential. 

No  one  said  it  would  be  easy.  Two  years 
ago,  we  met  with  the  Nation’s  Governors,  as 
you  know,  I  did.  We  agreed  to  establish  an 
ambitious  set  of  educational  goals  to  be  met 
by  the  turn  of  the  century,  including  first  in 
the  world  in  math  and  science.  And  some 
people  say,  “We  can’t  do  it.”  And  I  expect 
like  most  of  you,  I  think  we  can.  Math  and 
science  education  is  one  of  our  top  prior¬ 
ities.  In  fact,  we’ve  requested  $1.9  billion  of 
Federal  spending  on  math  and  science  edu¬ 
cation  for  fiscal  year  1992,  which  translates 
into  a  92-percent  increase  at  the  precollege 
level  since  the  start  of  this  administration. 
But  it  takes  more  than  just  money.  It  takes 
a  commitment  to  world-class  standards, 
community  by  community,  all  across  Amer- 
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ica. 

And  just  this  week,  we  learned  some  im¬ 
portant  information  on  the  math  and  sci¬ 
ence  front,  some  of  which  seems  to  surprise 
Americans. 

First,  it  appears  that  today’s  students 
know  about  as  much  math  and  science  as 
their  parents  did  20  years  ago  when  they 
were  children.  Rather  than  declining  in 
skills,  as  most  people  have  assumed,  stu¬ 
dents  are  reversing  that  downward  trend. 

And  secondly,  however,  five  out  of  six 
eighth  graders  do  not  know  what  you  math 
teachers  think  that  they  ought  to  know 
about  math.  This  presents  a  tremendous 
challenge.  For  while  our  students’  achieve¬ 
ment  is  holding  steady,  the  level  of  skills 
and  knowledge  required  of  them  is  skyrock¬ 
eting. 

There  is  encouraging  news  in  all  of  this. 
We’re  working  together  to  set  world-class 
standards  for  national  assessments  in  math, 
science,  English,  history,  and  geography,  to 
develop  a  better  and  clearer  picture  of 
where  our  strengths  and  weaknesses  lie. 

Our  math  teachers  have  already  devel¬ 
oped  world-class  curriculum  standards.  And 
just  this  month,  the  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion  granted  half  a  million  dollars  to  the 
National  Academy  of  Science  to  do  the  very 
same  thing  with  our  science  curriculum. 
Math  teachers  already  work  side-by-side 
with  Governors  and  Members  of  Congress 
in  taking  steps  towards  the  American 
Achievement  Tests.  And  I’ve  asked  that  the 
first  phase  of  this  American  Achievement 
Test  be  ready  for  use  by  the  1993-94  school 
year. 

And  finally,  if  we  are  committed  to  rais¬ 
ing  math  and  science  standards  to  world- 
class  levels,  we  must  help  our  educators 
prepare  themselves  to  teach  those  schools. 
And  therefore,  I  have  proposed  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  that  we  immediately  establish  Gover¬ 
nors  academies  for  teachers  of  math  and 
science  as  well  as  teachers  in  the  other  core 
subjects  in  every  State  in  the  Nation. 

And  this  week’s  goals  report  shows  us 
how  far  we  have  still  to  go.  But  to  get 
there,  we  must  revolutionize  American  edu¬ 
cation,  not  just  school  by  school  but  beyond, 
in  community  by  community,  certainly  in 
family  by  family.  In  fact,  in  just  a  couple  of 
hours — this  is  the  reason  Lamar  is  not  here, 


our  Secretary  of  Education — I’m  going  up 
to  meet  him  and  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  New  American  Schools  Development 
Corporation  at  Camp  David.  And  they’re 
seeking  nothing  less  than  to  reinvent  Amer¬ 
ican  education.  And  they’re  working  to  pro¬ 
vide  us  a  substantial  amount  of  money  so 
we  can  get  that  started. 

And  that’s  what,  in  essence,  the  overall 
America  2000  strategy  is  all  about.  And 
that’s  where  we  really  need  your  help.  We 
all  agree  that  we  want  to  teach  kids  to 
think  straight,  to  appreciate  the  past  and 
look  to  the  future,  to  serve  others  and  the 
community.  But  you  hold  the  key  to  instill¬ 
ing  intellectual  excellence  in  your  students 
and  your  colleagues.  And  your  vigor,  toler¬ 
ance,  your  academic  discipline  will  stretch 
young  minds.  But  your  example  will  also 
build  know-how  for  other  teachers.  In  your 
classrooms  and  labs,  you  can  really  begin 
the  revolution  in  American  education. 

An  educator  and  teacher,  the  man  who 
taught  me  a  lot  about  the  real  business  of 
living,  a  man  named  Claude  Fuess,  said  a 
very  interesting  thing — he  was  the  head¬ 
master  at  Phillips  Academy — a  very  inter¬ 
esting  thing  the  day  he  retired  after  40 
years  of  teaching.  He  said,  “I  was  still  learn¬ 
ing  when  I  taught  my  last  class.” 

As  we  face  the  daunting  task  of  redefin¬ 
ing  American  education,  let’s  remember: 
The  best  teachers  never  stop  learning.  And 
the  best  ones  learn  constantly  to  think 
anew.  And  that  sense  of  innovation  is  the 
key  to  creating  a  new  generation  of  Ameri¬ 
can  schools.  If  we’re  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  schools,  we  must  break  the  mold  and 
see  what  works.  We  need  to  keep  learning 
new  ways.  We  need  to  keep  trying  new 
ideas. 

You  won  these  awards  because  you  exper¬ 
iment  with  new  ideas.  You’re  not  afraid  to 
experiment  with  new  teaching  methods. 
And  for  that,  you  have  your  country’s  heart¬ 
felt  thanks  and  best  wishes.  And  what’s 
even  better,  you  have  the  gratitude  and  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  most  important  people  in 
the  world,  and  that  is  your  students. 

So,  thank  you  all.  Congratulations.  Thank 
you  very,  very  much  for  being  with  us  on 
this  beautiful  day  in  the  Rose  Garden.  And 
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keep  up  that  fantastic  leadership.  Thank  Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:10  a.m.  in 
you  all.  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
October  4,  1991 

The  President.  Today’s  unemployment 
figures  show  the  economy  is  moving  in  the 
right  direction.  The  drop  in  unemployment 
is  one  more  sign  that  the  economy  is 
strengthening.  Data  released  just  this  week 
showed  new  car  sales  were  up,  housing 
sales  were  up,  purchasing  managers  index 
was  bullish  on  the  manufacturing  sector. 
And  people  should  take  note  of  the  fact 
that  interest  rates  are  falling  to  levels  that 
we  haven’t  seen  since  1977. 

Although  I  believe  that  the  economy  is 
on  the  right  track,  let  me  be  the  first  to  say 
all  is  not  well.  I’m  deeply  concerned  about 
those  who  are  out  of  work.  Unemployment 
benefits  are  important.  Congress  should 
provide  a  responsible  extension  of  such  ben¬ 
efits. 

The  bill  that  we’ve  been  for  for  some 
time,  the  Dole  bill,  does  just  exactly  that. 
And  I’ll  sign  a  bill  that  helps  people  and 
also  protects  the  overall  economy  by  keep¬ 
ing  to  the  budget  agreement.  As  I  said, 
there  is  a  bill  in  Congress  to  do  that  right 
now.  And  if  Congress  gives  me  that  bill,  I 
will  sign  it  immediately. 

I’ll  be  glad  to  take  some  questions. 

Haiti 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President.  Yes,  Terry  [Terence  Hunt, 
Associated  Press], 

Q.  You  said  this  morning  that  you’re  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  restoration  of  the  democrat¬ 
ically  elected  government  in  Haiti.  Are  you 
willing  to  go  beyond  economic  pressure  to 
use  of  multinational  military  intervention  to 
defend  democracy? 

The  President.  Well,  I  am  very  hopeful 
that  this  matter  can  be  resolved  without 
such  a  multilateral  force.  The  United  States 
has  been,  and  properly  so,  very  wary  of 
using  U.S.  forces  in  this  hemisphere.  There’s 
a  lesson  out  there  for  all  Presidents,  and  the 
lesson  I’ve  learned  is  that  you’ve  got  to  be 


very,  very  careful  of  using  United  States 
forces  in  this  hemisphere. 

So,  I’d  like  to  think  that  this  mission  by 
the  Organization  of  American  States  will  do 
it.  We  are  committed  to  democracy  in 
Haiti.  We  want  to  see  Aristide  restored  to 
power.  We  had  a  long  talk  with  him  today, 
not  only  about  the  restoration  of  that,  but 
he  reiterated  a  commitment  to  human 
rights  there.  So,  let’s  hope  that  that  can  be 
done  without  any  kind  of  force.  I  hope 
that’s  what  the  result  will  be  of  this  multi¬ 
national  mission  that’s  going  down  there 
under  the  leadership  of  the  OAS.  I  think 
that’s  the  way  to  go. 

They’ve  had  a  hearing  in  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  and  the  United  States  clearly  is  upset 
when  internal  affairs  result  in  the  setting 
back  of  democracy.  And  that’s  what’s  hap¬ 
pened.  So  we’re  committed  to  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  democracy  and  a  strengthening  of 
democracy  in  Haiti.  We  feel  very  strongly 
about  it. 

I  am  reluctant  to  use  U.S.  forces  to  try  to 
accomplish  it,  except  if  American  citizens’ 
lives  are  in  any  way  threatened,  of  course.  I 
feel  that  is  a  direct  concern  and  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  President. 

Q.  Would  you  take  part  in  a  multinational 
force? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  we’ve  got  to 
wait  to  see.  I  don’t  want  to  get  out  ahead  of 
where  this  OAS  mission  is.  And  I  would  like 
to  see  it  succeed  without  having  to  use 
force  or  having  to  put  together  such  a 
force,  say  nothing  of  use  it. 

Unemployment  Benefits  Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  should  10  millioi 
people  who  are  out  of  work  and  the  95,000 
people  in  Michigan  who  were  taken  off  wel¬ 
fare  rolls,  what  should  they  do  now  to  sur¬ 
vive  until  the  economy  does  rebound? 

The  President.  They  should  demand  of 
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their  Congress  to  pass  a  bill  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  can  sign.  And  I’m  committed  to  such  a 
bill  to  extend  unemployment  benefit  com¬ 
pensation,  and  I’d  like  to  have  it  passed  and 
sent  down  here.  And  if  it  means  vetoing  a 
bad  bill  so  that  the  people  that  are  working 
and  the  people  whose  families  are  hurting 
but  are  just  making  ends  meet  so  that  they 
can  have  a  better  shot — and  I’m  talking 
about  not  breaking  the  budget  agreement — 
that’s  what  I’m  going  to  do.  I’m  not  going 
to  take  something  that’s  bad.  And  so  what 
they  ought  to  do  is  demand  of  their  Con¬ 
gressmen,  “Let’s  not  just  try  to  get  it  your 
way  up  there.  Do  something  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  can  sign  that  will  help  us  with  unem¬ 
ployment  benefits  but  will  also  protect  the 
other  taxpayer.”  Let’s  don’t  forget  some  of 
these  people  still  pay  taxes  even  though  un¬ 
employed  at  the  moment.  And  I’m  trying  to 
protect  the  economy  as  well  as  do  some¬ 
thing  compassionate  for  those  that  are  out 
of  work. 

And,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International],  I  was  in  Pittsburgh  the  other 
day  talking  to  some  friends  after  a  political 
meeting  up  there.  They  didn’t  even  know 
that  we  were  for  this  proposal.  There’s  been 
so  little  coverage  of  it.  And  I’m  for  unem¬ 
ployment  benefit  extension  and  doing 
something  about  it.  And  I  am  also  for  pro¬ 
tecting  all  those  that  aren’t  working  and 
that  are  working  who  pay  taxes.  And  one 
way  you  do  that  is  to  keep  the  Democratic 
Congress  from  busting  the  budget  agree¬ 
ment. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  that  feed  the 
people,  pay  the  rent,  and  help  them  to  get 
jobs  at  this  particular  point? 

The  President.  Yes,  my  program  will. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  we’ve  heard  that, 
from  some  of  your  advisers,  that  you  are 
actually  considering  taking  some  kind  of 
strong  remedial  action  to  boost  the  econo¬ 
my,  to  give  it  a  kick-start.  Any  truth  in  that? 

The  President.  As  I’ve  said,  Fm  very 
pleased  with  the  unemployment  numbers 
today.  I  remember  back  in  my  previous  in¬ 
carnation  as  Vice  President  when  they  were 
far  higher  than  this,  and  it  was  resisted, 
some  of  these  Government  job  proposals.  I 
would  like  to  see  something  done  in  the 
way  of  a  growth  package.  I  think  that 
would  stimulate  the  economy  immediately. 


It  doesn’t  have  to  take  effect;  it  just  has  to 
get  the  confidence  that  a  reduction  in  cap¬ 
ital  gains  would  give  it  because  it  would 
create  jobs,  and  people  would  see  it.  People 
would  invest  more.  And  this  is  kind  of  cyni¬ 
cally  looked  at  by  some  political  leaders  as  a 
tax  break  for  the  rich.  There’s  something 
that  would  help  immediately;  it  doesn’t 
have  to  go  into  effect.  It  would  send  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  confidence  to  investors.  So,  there 
are  things  of  that  nature  that  we’ve  pro¬ 
posed  in  our  growth  package  that  I  think 
would  help. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  encouraged  that 
the  statistics  that  I’ve  given  you,  and  there 
are  other  ones,  indicate  an  improvement. 
My  problem  is  there’s  a  different,  there’s  a 
disconnect  between  the  statistics  and  the 
order  books.  And  I  want  to  see  this  good 
news  of  today  followed  on  now  by  more 
orders  and  more  employment.  But  I  must 
say  I  think  that  it’s  moving  in  the  right 
direction. 

Economic  Strategy 

Q.  Sir,  as  we  move  into  a  Presidential 
election,  the  Democrats  think  you  are  vul¬ 
nerable  on  the  economy,  and  there  is  a  feel¬ 
ing  around  the  country  that  you’ve  decided 
to  let  Alan  do  it — Greenspan,  with  the  Fed 
Reserve  lowering  interest  rates.  That  really 
is  your  only  strategy,  other  than - 

The  President  I  beg  your  pardon,  I  just 
gave  you  a  strategy,  John.  You  must  have 
missed  what  I  said  about  capital  gains  re¬ 
ductions,  about  IRA’s,  about  R&D  exten¬ 
sion.  You  see,  these  are  things  that  would 
help  stimulate  the  economy.  And  I  don’t 
know  why  people  are  tone  deaf  up  on  Con¬ 
gress  about  this.  It  would  help.  And  it 
wouldn’t  bust  the  budget  agreement. 

And  that’s  what  I’m  trying  to  do.  And 
things  are  moving,  and  they’re  moving  in 
the  right  direction.  Thank  God  this  reces¬ 
sion  hasn’t  been  as  deep  as  previous  reces¬ 
sions.  But  when  people  are  still  hurting,  I 
want  to  do  what  I  can  to  help.  But  it 
doesn’t  help  to  simply  add  more  to  an  al¬ 
ready  intolerable  deficit.  And  so  therein  lies 
the  big  difference. 

But  we’ve  got  a  good  program  for 
growth.  And  I’d  like  to  see  the  Congress 
move  on  it.  But  when  you  don’t  have  the 
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control  of  it,  it’s  pretty  hard  to  even  get  it 
considered. 

Congressional  Ethics 

Q.  One  matter  that  has  received  quite  a 
lot  of  coverage  around  the  country  is  this 
latest  episode  on  Capitol  Hill  with  the 
checks  bouncing  and  the  restaurant  bills 
going  unpaid  and  so  forth - 

The  President.  Checks  and  balances? 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Yes.  We’ve  seen  you - 

The  President  I’m  sorry.  [Laughter]  Go 
ahead,  Brit  [Brit  Hume,  ABC  News].  Excuse 
me. 

Q.  You’ve  gone  to  some  lengths  to  pro¬ 
vide,  or  to  attempt  to  provide  leadership  on 
ethical  matters  in  the  executive  branch. 
What’s  your  reaction,  sir,  to  these  goings-on 
on  the  Hill? 

The  President  I  say  they  ought  to  sort  it 
out  themselves. 

Q.  Well,  don’t  you  have  some  opinion  on 
it? 

The  President  What?  [Laughter] 

Q.  Do  you  have  some  view  of  it? 

The  President  I’m  afraid  that  anything  I 
say  on  it  will  be  considered  political.  And 
you  know  how  I’m  trying  to  avoid  that. 
[Laughter]  No,  I’ll  let  them  sort  that  matter 
out  themselves.  And  I  do  think  that  it’s  hurt 
the  Congress  in  the  eyes  of  the  American 
people.  And  I  think  they’re  trying  to  move 
to  correct  that. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  are  reports  from 
Paris  today  that  the  Mideast  peace  confer¬ 
ence  will  convene  in  late  October.  What  is 
the  status  of  preparations  for  those  talks  and 
has  the  time  and  place  been  set? 

The  President  There  are  no  preparations 
in  the  sense  of  logistics  for  that  that  I  know 
of.  No  dates  have  been  set.  And  a  lot  de¬ 
pends  on  what  happens  in  the  next  couple 
of  weeks  as  to  whether  such  a  conference 
will  take  place  at  that  time.  I  certainly 
would  like  to  think  that  we  could  get  on 
with  this.  But  I  don’t  want  to  mislead  you.  I 
was  briefed  just  before  I  walked  in  here 
about  a  statement  out  of  Paris  that  sounded 
to  me  a  little  more  firm  than  where  we  are 
right  now. 


Loa  n  Guar  an  tees  for  Israel 

Q.  There  have  been  complaints  in  Israel 
that  by  delaying  these  loan  guarantees 
you’re  prejudging  the  settlement  issue  and 
tilting  toward  the  Arabs.  How  do  you - 

The  President  I  disagree  with  that.  My 
position  has  been  one,  in  a  sense,  of  reiter¬ 
ation  of  longstanding  U.S.  position.  And  I 
think  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  I’m  very 
pleased  with  the  strong  support  from  the 
American  people  for  the  position  I’ve  taken. 
The  support  from  around  the  world  is 
strong.  And  I  think  it’s  not  prejudging  or 
getting  on  one  side  or  another  of  this  age¬ 
less  dispute. 

Employment 

Q.  If  we  can  get  back  to  the  economy  for 
a  minute.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
numbers  show  that  there  are  now  300,000 
fewer  jobs  today  in  this  country  than  there 
were  when  you  took  office.  What  does  that 
say  about  your  overall  economic  perform¬ 
ance?  And  why  do  you  think - 

The  President  I  was  hoping  that  you’d 
ask  that.  Go  ahead. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  the  recovery  has 
been  so  slow? 

The  President  Let  me  tell  you  something. 
The  statistics  that  came  out  today  take  even 
the  household  survey,  which  has  been  the 
one  that  was  cited,  and  raise  it  up.  So  the 
fact  is  no  longer  true,  the  statistics  that 
some  of  the  Congressmen  were  using.  It’s 
no  longer  true.  In  addition,  there  is  the  es¬ 
tablishment  survey  that  shows  a  very  sub¬ 
stantial  increase  in  employment,  as  will  the 
household  survey  now.  So,  you  asked  the 
wrong  question,  or  a  day  late  because 
of - 

Q.  Let  me  ask  another  question. 

The  President  Yes,  try  another  one. 

Q.  Do  you  still  think  that  you  can  adhere 
to  your  promise  to  create,  I  think  it  was,  30 
million  new  jobs  in  8  years? 

The  President  Thirty  million?  Eight 
years?  Yes.  [Laughter]  Well,  I,  gosh,  I  don’t 
remember  being  quite  that  optimistic  about 
being  elected  at  the  convention.  But  I  think 
the  economy  is  recovering.  I  think  it  will  be 
more  robust  as  we  go  along  here.  Job  cre¬ 
ation  is  fast.  Now,  whether  I  could  live  up 
to  30  in  8  years,  I  don’t  know.  But  get 
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through  these  first  4  years,  that’s  what  Fm 
focusing  on  right  now. 

Q.  What’s  your  goal?  What  do  you  think 

you’ll  be  able  to  do?  What  do  you  see - 

The  President  I  can’t  give  it  to  you  in 
exact  figures.  I’ve  learned  just  to  void  all 
the  predictions  now,  including  30  million  in 
8  years.  But  1  am  very  encouraged  with  the 
way  it’s  happened.  And  the  statistic  you 
asked  about  is  outmoded  by  just  a  tenth  of 
one  percentage  point.  That’s  the  thing 
that’s  amazing  about  this  economy.  The 
300,000  was  so  totally  wiped  out.  I  can’t 
give  you  the  exact  figure,  but  maybe  one  of 
our  experts  can. 

CIA  Director  Nominee 

Q.  Mr.  Bush,  do  you  totally  dismiss  the 
testimony  that  the  Senate  heard  this  week 
that  your  nominee,  Bob  Gates,  cooked  the 
analysis  to  CIA  for  political  reasons? 

The  President  If  that’s  the  charge,  I  total¬ 
ly  dismiss  it.  I  think  it’s  an  outrageous  asser¬ 
tion  against  a  very  honest  man,  a  thorough¬ 
going  professional.  And  that’s  the  worst 
charge  that  can  be  leveled  against  an  intel¬ 
ligence  officer.  And  I  know  Bob  Gates,  and 
I  know  he  would  never  cook  the  estimates. 

Q.  Does  it  trouble  you,  however,  that 
these  people  who  might  end  up  working  for 
him  put  a  good  deal  on  the  line  to  tell 
Congress  their  opinion  with  presumably 
nothing  to  gain? 

The  President  No,  I  think  they  have 
every  right  to  do  that.  I  haven’t  seen,  sit¬ 
ting  here  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
these  allegations  before.  These  people,  I 
don’t  know  that  they  went  to  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  Agency  before.  I  hope  the 
record  shows  they  did.  It  would  be  some¬ 
thing  to  look  into.  Have  they  accused  this 
good  man  of  the  worst  kind  of  sin  you  can 
have  as  an  intelligence  officer,  which  is  po¬ 
litically  slanting  estimates? 

But  I’m  saying  I  don’t  believe  it  about 
Bob  Gates.  I  know  enough  about  how  esti¬ 
mates  are  achieved  that  I  know  sometime, 
somebody  has  to  make  a  decision.  And 
every  analyst,  every  junior  analyst  cannot 
have  his  or  her  estimate  be  the  one  that 
comes  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
you  see. 

So,  I  just  have  total  confidence  in  Bob, 
and  I  certainly  will  defend  him  against  that 


charge,  which  is  really — you  have  to  know 
and  have  a  feel  for  the  intelligence  commu¬ 
nity  to  understand  how  serious  a  charge 
that  is  in  that  business. 

’92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  field  of  Democrats 
who  want  your  job  are  now  pretty  much 
announced.  What  is  your  assessment  of  your 
competition? 

The  President  When  I  become  a  candi¬ 
date  and  if  I  become  a  candidate,  I  will  be 
glad  to  assess — I’m  not  even  sure  I’ll  do  it 
then.  I’ll  let  the  Democratic  primary  proc¬ 
ess  go  forward,  let  the  voters  sort  that  out 
without  any  editorializing  from  me  on  it. 
And  they’re  all  going  after  the  nomination. 
And  then  I  think  the  process  will  work  as  it 
traditionally  does,  that  when  you  have  a 
general  election  there  will  be  a  lot  of  to  and 
fro  on  assessing. 

But  I  don’t  really  think  it  would  be  help¬ 
ful  for  me  to  kind  of  analyze  and  point  out. 
It’s  like  the  questions  I  get  here,  “Please 
tell  us  your  three  greatest  weaknesses  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  sir.”  The 
“Saturday  Night  Live”  over  there.  I  want  to 
stay  out  of  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  agree  with  some 
other  Republicans  that  your  reelection  is 
basically  at  this  point  a  lead-pipe  cinch? 

The  President  No,  I  certainly  don’t.  And 
I’m  not  going  to  approach  it  that  way.  If  I 
become  a  candidate  with  finality,  I’m  not 
going  to  approach  it  in  that  way  at  all. 

G-7  Finance  Ministers  Meeting 

Q.  The  G-7  finance  ministers  will  meet 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and  amongst  them¬ 
selves  in  Bangkok  next  week.  Do  you  sup¬ 
port  the  idea  of  a  temporary  bridge  loan  to 
the  U.S.S.R.  if  it  becomes  necessary,  and/or 
additional  agricultural  credits  or  U.S.  pur¬ 
chases  of  Soviet  oil  for  our  Strategic  Petro¬ 
leum  Reserve? 

The  President  I’m  waiting  for  our  Agri¬ 
cultural  Secretary  to  come  back,  Ed  Mad- 
igan.  We’re  having  meetings  going  on  right 
now  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
who’s  come  back;  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  also  met  with  the  leaders.  So  it’s  too 
early  for  me  to  say  anything  other  than  if 
people  are  starving  or  there’s  a  shortage  of 
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medical  supplies,  the  United  States  will  not 
be  found  wanting.  I  just  don’t  want  to  go 
into  it  any  further. 

Q.  Could  I  follow  on  the  domestic:  Do 
you  have  a  message  for  the  G-7  ministers  as 
far  as  promoting  world  growth?  Would  you 
like  to  see  interest  rates  come  down? 

The  President  Yes,  Fd  like  to  see  lower 
interest  rates,  and  I’m  glad  that  that’s  being 
accommodated  here  with  very,  very  low  in¬ 
cidences  of  inflation.  You  know,  they  used 
to  have  a  thing  called  the  “misery  index.” 
Some  of  the  people  that  followed  politics 
remember  that.  That  was  unemployment 
and  inflation  added  together.  Thank  God, 
even  when  people  are  hurting,  that  that 
misery  index  is  lower  than  at  some  of  the 
times  in  the  recent  past,  within  the  last  15, 
20  years.  It’s  not  doing  badly. 

Having  said  that,  I  don’t  want  to  sound 
that  I  am  unconcerned  about  the  people 
that  Helen  asked  about. 

The  Economy 

Q.  You  said  a  minute  ago  something  I 
didn’t  quite  understand,  that  capital  gains 
didn’t  have  to  go  into  effect  to  have  an 
effect.  What  did  you - 

The  President  I  mean  confidence  in  the 
economy.  You  see,  what  I  think  is  that  what 
the  economy  needs  is  a  shot  of  confidence. 
Banks  have  money  to  loan,  and  they’re  not 
particularly  willing  to  loan  it.  Good  banks 
should  make  good  loans,  for  example.  Now, 
some  of  that  can  be  blamed  on  regulatory 
excess.  Some  of  it,  I  think,  is  a  lack  of  confi¬ 
dence.  But  I  think  as  soon  as  they  see  in 
place  steps  that  will  strengthen,  that  clearly 
benefit  the  economy,  before  those  benefits 
are  actually  felt,  I  think  people  will  start 
moving  and  investing  and  see  this  economy 
take  off  more.  That’s  what  I  was  talking 
about. 

Q.  Besides  jawboning  the  issue,  sort  of 
what  we’re  doing  here,  is  there  anything 
you  can  do  unilaterally,  though,  to  help  the 
recovery  along? 

The  President  I  don’t  know  exactly  what 
one  can  do  unilaterally  except  jawboning. 
We’re  taking  the  steps  that  are  not  unilater¬ 
al  steps  and  trying  to  get  steps  taken  that 
are  not  unilateral.  So,  as  you  see  this  econo¬ 
my  recovering,  I  think  it’s  all  right  to  try  to 
instill  confidence  in  the  marketplace.  But  I 


don’t  want  to  be  unrealistic  about  it — I 
don’t  want  to  be  euphoric  in  my  opti¬ 
mism — that  I  do  feel  optimistic  about  the 
economy. 

I  don’t  want  to  be  unrealistic.  There  are 
some  things — maybe  there  is  more  we  can 
do,  you  might  say,  unilaterally  in  terms  of 
regulatory  excess.  But  we’re  taking  a  look  to 
see.  And  we’ve  taken  some  steps.  And  they 
have  not  corrected  the  problem  frankly.  So, 
we’ll  be  trying  to  find  out. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency 

Q.  One  of  the  most  serious  charges  lev¬ 
eled  during  these  Gates  confirmation  hear¬ 
ings  really  doesn’t  have  anything  to  do  with 
Gates  personally  but  the  Agency  as  a  whole: 
that  it’s  been  dead  wrong  on  everything 
from  moderates  in  Iran  to  the  fall  of  the 
Government  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Are  you 
concerned  that  there’s  been  some  degrada¬ 
tion  of  the  Agency  over  the  past  decade? 

The  President  No.  You  see,  I’m  perhaps 
the,  I  guess  I’m  the  ultimate  consumer  of 
intelligence  as  President.  I’m  briefed  every 
morning  in  a  very  select  document  called 
the  PDB,  the  President’s  Daily  Brief.  I  see 
as  much  as  I  want  to,  under  my  way  of 
running  the  Presidency.  The  Director 
comes  down  almost  every  morning,  but  a 
briefer  is  in  there  every  morning  at  8  a.m.  I 
see  the  intelligence  product. 

And,  yes,  there’s  some  mistakes  made. 
But  when  you’re  dealing  with  measuring 
intentions,  please  understand  it  is  unlike 
counting  beans  or  counting  rockets  or 
counting  tanks.  They’re  very  different.  And 
so  when  you’re  measuring  intentions,  of 
course  there’s  going  to  be  people  that  make 
mistakes.  But  as  far  as  I’m  concerned,  as  the 
ultimate  consumer  of  the  intelligence  prod¬ 
uct,  I  think  it’s  been  very,  very  good.  And  I 
am  absolutely  confident  that  we  have  the 
best  intelligence  service  in  the  world.  I 
know  it.  I  know  that  for  fact  certain.  And 
we  share  intelligence,  very  carefully,  with 
foreign  leaders  from  time  to  time.  And  they 
are  always  impressed. 

So,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  representing 
that  to  the  American  people.  It’s  something 
I  know  something  about. 

Q.  These  aren’t  just  some  mistakes.  I 
mean,  these  could  be  considered  monumen- 
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tal  mistakes. 

The  President  Well,  if  you’d  cite  one,  I 
would  be  glad  to  comment  on  it.  I  don’t 
know  which  ones - 

Q .  The  situation  in  Iran  with  moderates 
in  Iran  and  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

The  President  I  don’t  remember  the  esti¬ 
mates.  I’d  have  to  look  at  it  myself  to  tell 
you  whether  I  thought  ex  post  facto  that 
there  was  anything— how  egregiously 
wrong  they  were.  Of  course,  there  are  mis¬ 
takes  that  are  going  to  be  made  when 
you’re  looking  for  needles  in  a  haystack  or 
when  you’re  looking  for  moderates  in  Iran. 

But  let  me  just  tell  you  this:  Does  any¬ 
body  think  today,  is  there  anybody  out  here 
that  would  say  that  this  regime  under  Mr. 
Rafsanjani  is  less  moderate  than  Khomeini? 
Absolutely  not. 

And  so  again,  I’d  have  to  refresh  my 
memory  on  what  the  charge  is,  but  there  is 
clearly  a  move  now  in  Iran  to  be  a  little 
more  on,  what  I  would  say,  the  reasonable 
side,  moderate  side.  And  I  hope  that  contin¬ 
ues  because  I  want  better  relations  with 
Iran.  I  think  they  know  and  we  know,  the 
American  people  know,  what  it’s  going  to 
take.  It’s  going  to  take  a  full  accounting  for 
these  hostages.  If  Iran  has  one  iota  of  influ¬ 
ence,  they  ought  to  release  the  hostages. 
Then  we  can  get  back  together  a  little. 

So  again,  Jim  [James  Miklaszewski,  NBC 
News],  I’m  not  trying  to  avoid  your  ques¬ 
tion,  I’m  simply  saying  you’re  dealing  in 
degrees  here.  I  think  most  observers  of  Iran 
would  say  things  are  a  little  different  than 
they  were  under  the  more  radical  Kho¬ 
meini  regime. 

Q.  Mr.  President?  Mr.  President? 

Q.  Could  you  say — 

Q.  Mr.  President? 

The  President  No,  right  here  in  front  of 
me. 

Parental  Leave  Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  United 
States  is  the  only  Western  industrialized 
nation  that  does  not  guarantee  a  pregnant 
woman  the  right  to  have  her  job  back  and 
does  not  allow  parents  with  legitimate 
family  emergencies  to  take  leaves.  You 
vetoed  a  bill  last  year  that  would  have  pro¬ 
vided  that,  and  now  you  have  another  one. 


Are  you  perhaps  entertaining  a  change  of 
heart? 

The  President  I’d  look  at  the  bill,  but  I’m 
not  entertaining  any  change  of  heart.  I 
don’t  want  to  see  any  more  mandated  bene¬ 
fits.  I  want  to  see  these  matters  resolved  the 
way  they  should  be.  And  I  don’t  think  that 
we  need  a  larger  Federal  participation  in 
the  problem  you  outlined. 

And  I’ve  been  very  consistent  on  it.  I  was 
that  way  all  along.  And  I  think  that  we’re 
here  talking  about  jobs,  we’re  here  talking 
about  competitive,  and  we’re  here  talking 
about  how  we  can  show  more  compassion. 
One  way  is  to  have  a  more  vibrant  econo¬ 
my  where  they  can  do  a  lot  more  things  of 
that  nature.  So,  I’m  not  inclined  to  change 
my  position  at  all. 

Last  one  back  there.  I’ve  got  to  go  to 
Camp  David  on  a  domestic  education  pro¬ 
gram  we’re  working  on  there.  Lamar  Alex¬ 
ander’s  up  there  with  this  school;  we’re 
trying  to  revolutionize  the  schools.  And  he’s 
got  together  a  group  of  people,  private 
sector,  to  contribute  fantastic  sums  of 
money  to  help  us - 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President  - Sarah  [Sarah  McClen¬ 

don,  McClendon  News  Service],  please  let 
me  finish — to  really  do  a  job  on  revolution¬ 
izing  the  schools.  And  it’s  a  wonderful  pro¬ 
gram,  and  I  want  to  go  up  there  and  give  it 
strong  support. 

Yes,  last  one. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President - 

Q.  Have  you  given  any  more  thought 
to - [  la  ugh  ter] 

The  President  Come  on. 

Iraq 

Q.  Mr.  President,  at  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  you  said  you  thought  that  you’d  like  to 
see  the  cooperative  effort  that  led  to  Desert 
Storm  lead  to  a  just  government  in  Bagh¬ 
dad.  And  that  seemed  to  be  the  first  time 
you’ve  actually  suggested  that  the  U.N.  take 
on  the  job  of  replacing  Saddam.  Did  you 
mean  that  they  should  take  an  active  part? 
And  what  are  you  going  to  do  to  implement 
that?  What  do  you  have  in  mind? 

The  President  Well,  I’ve  got  in  mind  all 
along  what  I  said  is  that  I’d  like  to  see 
Saddam  Hussein  out  of  there  so  we  could 
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have  more  normalized  relations.  Our  argu¬ 
ment  is  not  with  the  people;  never  has 
been;  never  was  at  the  height  of  the  war. 
And  I  made  that  very,  very  clear  as  we 
went  along.  And  so  it  is  with  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein,  who  is  continuing  to  brutalize  his  own 
people.  And  that’s  just  the  way  it’s  going  to 
be. 

Q.  Sir,  you’ve  said  that  all  along.  But 
you’ve  always  said  nature  would  have  to 
take  its  course,  that  that  wasn’t  the  U.N. 
mandate.  But  it  seemed  that  at  the  U.N. 
when  you  said  you’d  like  to  see  that  cooper¬ 
ative  effort  actually  bring  it  about,  you  said 
when  it  does  that  you  were  going  beyond 
that  in  asking  the  U.N.  to  take  steps  here. 

The  President  Well,  I’ll  have  to  review. 
You’re  getting  me  with  the  context  not 
quite  so  clear  in  my  mind.  But  if  there’s  any 
question  about  wanting  Saddam  Hussein 
out  of  there,  let  me  reiterate,  we  want  him 
out.  And  if  there’s  any  question  that  it 
would  benefit  the  people  of  Iraq,  let  me  lay 
that  one  aside.  It  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  people  of  Iraq  and  the  United  States. 
And  most  of  the  other  countries  I  know  are 
going  to  keep  these  economic  sanctions  on 
until  there’s  dramatic  change  there.  And 
we’re  going  to  still  continue  under  the  U.N. 
resolution  to  permit  the  sale  of  oil,  properly 
supervised,  so  that  the  funds  from  that  go 
to  the  people,  in  terms  of  food  and  medi¬ 
cine.  So  that’s  policy. 

Frances  [Frances  Harden,  CNN],  this  is 
the  last  one,  because - 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  given - 

Q.  What  about  public  schools,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent — 

The  President  Sarah,  come  on,  lighten 
up,  will  you? 

Q.  What  about  public  schools? 

Nuclear  Arms  Reductions 

Q.  Have  you  given  any  more  thought  to 
Mitterrand’s  call  for  a  four-power  summit  to 
discuss  nuclear  arms  reductions? 

The  President  I’ve  not  heard  from  him 
directly  on  that.  I  am  pleased,  incidentally, 
with  the  way  the  response  is  coming  in 
from  around  the  world  on  our  initiative  of  a 
week  ago,  very  pleased,  indeed,  including 
the  Soviet  Union.  But  look,  we’ll  participate 
in  whatever  it  is  in  order  to  hurry  the  day 
that  we  have  lower  levels  of  nuclear  weap¬ 


ons.  But  I  just  don’t  want  to  address  myself 
to  a  specific  proposal  because  I  haven’t  seen 
it,  have  it  analyzed  or  anything  of  that - 

Q .  You  would  be  willing  to  go  to  a 
summit  to  discuss  that?  Is  that  what  you’re 
saying? 

Foreign  vs.  Domestic  Affairs 

The  President  I’ve  got  to  watch  foreign 
travel.  I  don’t  want  to  have  it  leveled 
against  me  that  I’m  interested  in  only  one 
area  here. 

But  this  brings  home — I’m  just  thinking 
of  this  press  conference.  I  kept  a  little  score 
sheet  here.  This  brings  home  a  point  I’d 
like  to  raise.  I  think  we’ve  got  a  very  good 
domestic  agenda.  And  I  know  I’m  very  con¬ 
cerned  when  people  are  out  of  work.  And  I 
think  we’ve  got  a  good  alternative  to  help; 
alternative  from  what  the  leaders  in  the 
Congress  are  putting  forward.  But,  for  obvi¬ 
ous  reasons,  there  continues  to  be  under¬ 
standable  fascination  with  and  interest  with 
what’s  going  on  abroad.  I  didn’t  take  a 
question  here  on  Haiti.  I  thought  I  would. 
So  I  understand - 

Q.  Yes,  you  did,  the  first  question. 

The  President  I  consider  that  a  question, 
let  me  revise  it.  [Laughter]  But,  okay,  so  we 
got  one  question  on  Haiti.  [Laughter]  But 
I’m  making  a  point.  Please  let  me  finish  the 
point.  The  point  is  a  President  has  to  deal 
with  these  things.  You  could  have  every 
Congressman  and  every  group  can  deal 
much  more  openly  and  be  much  more  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  domestic  side.  But  on  foreign 
policy  there’s  a  disproportionate  responsibil¬ 
ity  on  the  President  for  national  security, 
whatever  it  is. 

So,  you  all  ask  a  lot  of  international  ques¬ 
tions,  and  I  answer  them.  But  I  just  hope  it 
doesn’t  come  out  that  this  is  all  I’m  interest¬ 
ed  in,  because  it  isn’t.  There  is  a  funny 
thing  now  going  on  when  we  go  out  and  we 
talk  about  education  or  we  talk  about  the 
crime  bill,  people  say,  “Well,  this  is  political 
season.”  And  so  I  will  keeping  plodding 
along  here  and  making  clear  what  our  do¬ 
mestic  priorities  are.  And  I  will  not  neglect 
my  responsibilities  to  try  to  keep  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people  informed  on  national  security 
matters,  lowering  the  threat  from  nuclear 
weapons,  or  events  such  as  Terry  asked 
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about  in  Haiti,  so  that  people  know  what 
we’re  doing. 

And  that’s  it. 

Q.  You  once  said  you  enjoy  foreign 
policy. 

The  President  I  do.  I  like  all  kind  of 
policy  and  that’s  a - 

Q.  You  said  you’d  rather  talk  about  for¬ 
eign  policy  than  talk  about  Rostenkowski. 


Note:  The  President’s  105th  news  conference 
began  at  11:47  a.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at 
the  White  House.  In  the  news  conference, 
the  following  people  were  referred  to:  Alan 
Greenspan,  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board;  President  Hashem i-R afsa nja n i 
and  former  religious  leader  Ayatollah  Ru- 
hollah  Khomeini  of  Iran ;  and  Representa¬ 
tive  Dan  Rostenkowski. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Prime  Minister  Jozsef  Antall  of  Hungary 

October  4 ,  1991 


The  President  met  with  Hungarian  Prime 
Minister  Jozsef  Antall  in  the  Oval  Office 
this  morning.  The  President  reaffirmed  our 
strong  commitment  to  the  Hungarian  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  transformation.  The 
President  believes  that  the  revolutionary 
changes  in  the  Soviet  Union  make  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  Hungarian  democracy  even  more 
important  than  before. 

Prime  Minister  Antall  described  his  great 
concerns  about  the  situation  in  Yugoslavia 


and  urged  strong  international  efforts  to 
bring  about  a  solution  while  providing  clear 
safeguards  for  the  rights  of  national  minori¬ 
ties  in  the  region.  The  President  agreed, 
mentioned  Secretary  Baker’s  strong  state¬ 
ment  on  Yugoslavia  at  the  U.N.  last  week, 
and  pledged  to  continue  U.S.  support  for 
European  Community-led  efforts  to  bring 
about  a  cease-fire  and  a  process  of  negotia¬ 
tions. 


Remarks  at  the  National  Italian-American  Foundation  Fundraising 

Dinner 

October  5,  1991 


Thank  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  very 
much.  Thank  you,  Frank.  Thank  all  of  you, 
and  Frank  Stella,  thank  you  for  those  kind 
words.  And  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  this 
warm  welcome  for  Barbara  and  for  me. 
May  I  salute  the  Most  Reverend  Pro 
Nuncio,  thank  him  for  the  blessing.  And 
Nancy,  congratulations  to  you  on  this 
dinner,  chairing  it,  this  highly  successful 
dinner,  and  that  lovely  introduction  of  Bar¬ 
bara.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

And  may  I  also  salute  Jack  Valenti  and 
the  leadership  of  the  foundation:  Frank 
Stella,  Jeno  Paulucci,  and  Arthur  Gajarsa. 
It’s  great  to  see  members  here  from  all 
three  branches  of  the  Federal  Government. 


And  of  course,  a  special  welcome  to  our 
distinguished  guests  who  came  from  Italy  to 
join  us  this  evening,  and  to  the  Members  of 
Congress,  Pete  Domenici  from  the  Senate 
and  so  many  Members  of  the  House  with  us 
tonight. 

Let  me  single  out  one  of  the  many,  a  man 
that  I’ve  worked  with  over  the  last  few 
years,  a  man  I  respect,  and  that  is  the  For¬ 
eign  Minister,  Mr.  De  Michelis.  He’s  hon¬ 
ored  here  tonight  for  his  strong  leadership 
in  Italy,  his  support  of  common  objectives 
with  the  United  States.  And  I  think  you’ve 
chosen  very,  very  well  indeed.  And  I  think 
of  Italy’s  strong  support  for  our  nuclear 
arms  reduction  proposal.  And  incidentally, 
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today  may  be  a  day  that  lives  in  history.  We 
had  a  very  positive  response  from  President 
Gorbachev  on  reducing  nuclear  weapons, 
and  we  have  a  national  Italian- American 
dinner  that  might  be  over  before  midnight. 
So,  it's  one  hell  of  a  day.  And  if  I  don’t  stay 
on  time,  he’s  going  to  kill  me. 

But  let  me  just  say  to  the  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  and  to  Pete  Secchia,  who  I  might  proud¬ 
ly  say  is  doing  his  part  for  our  country  in 
Italy:  In  my  view,  I  would  say  that  relations 
between  the  U.S.  and  Italy  have  never  been 
better.  And  I  would  pledge  to  Italy’s  new 
Ambassador,  Ambassador  Biancheri,  that  we 
welcome  you,  sir.  He  presented  his  creden¬ 
tials  at  the  White  House  just  a  few  days  ago. 
And  let  me  give  you  a  solemn  pledge  from 
all  in  our  administration  to  work  closely 
with  you  to  keep  this  great  relationship  on 
track.  And  it’s  good,  and  it’s  strong.  And  we 
all  take  great  delight  in  that. 

May  I  also  salute  Paul  Tagliabue,  the  hon- 
oree,  Bar’s  co-honoree,  the  man  who  helps 
give  us  so  many  memorable  Sunday  after¬ 
noons  in  front  of  the  TV  when  we  should 
be  out  cutting  the  grass.  And  also  we  share 
the  spotlight  tonight  with  celebrities  like 
the  guy  right  over  my  shoulder  here, 
Ernest  Borgnine,  Oscar-winner,  and  with 
two  fellows  who  give  Michelangelo’s  David 
a  run  for  his  money,  Sly  Stallone  and  Joe 
Piscopo.  And  of  course,  that  monument  to 
Mom’s  cooking  that  swept  through  the 
White  House  the  other  evening  at  a  state 
dinner,  Dom  DeLuise.  Things  haven’t  been 
the  same  since.  [Laughter]  Can  you  imagine 
all  the  people  at  a  stuffy  state  dinner  deal¬ 
ing  with  that  guy?  [Laughter] 

And  let  me  also  salute  a  guy  who  wants  to 
trade  a  star  on  Hollywood  Boulevard  for  a 
seat  in  the  Senate,  mayor  of  Palm  Springs, 
my  friend.  Sonny  Bono.  I’ve  got  one  ques¬ 
tion  for  him:  What  makes  Sonny  think  that 
someone  from  the  California  entertainment 
industry  can  succeed  in  national  politics? 
[Laughter]  And  Sonny,  a  little  advice  for 
you,  if  you  want  to  practice  debating,  skip 
over  Connie  Morelia,  who’s  sitting  next  to 
you,  and  go  a  couple  of  seats  down  with 
Geraldine  Ferraro,  and  be  ready.  It’s  tough. 
I’ve  been  there;  I  know.  [Laughter] 

Just  a  word  about  your  wonderful  organi¬ 
zation.  Every  member  here  knows  what  it 
means  to  trace  your  roots  to  Italy,  to  feel 


that  special  pride  in  your  heritage  mixed 
with  profound  compassion  for  all  of  us  who 
can  never  be  Italian.  [Laughter]  I  do  think 
it  says  something  special  about  our  Nation 
that  we  can  combine  such  reverence  for 
the  land  of  our  ancestors  with  this  unshaka¬ 
ble  patriotism  for  this  country  we  call 
home.  Our  America  is  confident,  openheart- 
ed,  a  place  where  our  differences  don’t  de¬ 
tract,  but  make  us  all  richer.  And  we  can  all 
feel  the  special  bond  that  links  so  many 
millions  of  Americans  to  the  Old  Country. 

If  America  is,  as  I  believe,  and  I  think  Sly 
Stallone  believes  from  those  beautiful  re¬ 
marks  he  made,  the  most  fortunate  country 
on  Earth,  we  owe  it  to  the  values  that  your 
community,  the  Italian- American  communi¬ 
ty,  calls  its  own:  values  of  family  and  faith 
and  freedom.  We  must  strengthen  those 
living  values  in  everything  we  do.  Think  of 
your  parents  and  their  parents,  the  people 
whose  hands  and  hearts,  sweat  and  sacrifice 
made  this  country  what  it  is  today.  We  must 
seek  a  society  worthy  of  them,  a  place 
where  our  sons  and  daughters  can  raise  a 
family,  build  a  future,  better,  brighter  than 
the  one  before. 

And  tonight’s  gathering  is  special.  You 
kick  off  a  year  of  celebration  marking  the 
500th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  famous 
voyage.  I  want  to  mention  this  foundation’s 
special  role  as  coordinator  of  this  celebra¬ 
tion  under  the  able  leadership  of  our  friend 
Frank  Donatelli. 

Nineteen  ninety-two  gives  us  a  chance  to 
reach  back  into  history,  to  make  this  cele¬ 
bration  a  time  of  renewal.  From  Columbus’ 
voyage  to  the  settlers  at  Plymouth  Rock  to 
pilgrims  bearing  steamer  trunks  and  filing 
through  the  portals  at  Ellis  Island,  America 
has  always  been  the  New  World. 

Luigi  Barzini,  the  Italian-born  author 
whose  family  came  to  this  country  when  he 
was  a  boy,  wrote  that  immigrants  from  Italy 
and  from  all  lands  came  to  America  because 
it  was,  and  here’s  the  quote,  “nothing  more 
than  the  sum  of  all  their  different  and 
sometimes  impossible  hopes.” 

What  a  wonderful  definition  of  America: 
a  land  of  impossible  hopes  made  real,  a 
country  where  one  generation’s  dreams 
become  the  next  generation’s  destiny. 

So,  as  we  celebrate  five  centuries  since 
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Columbus’  epic  voyage,  let  us  also  celebrate 
the  many  contributions  Americans  of  Italian 
heritage  have  made  and  will  make  to  this 
proud  country  we  share. 

Once  again,  thank  you  for  your  hospital¬ 
ity  to  Barbara  and  me.  And  may  God  bless 
the  United  States,  and  may  God  bless  the 
Republic  of  Italy.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  10  p.m.  at  the 
Washington  Hilton  Hotel  In  his  remarks  he 
referred  to  Frank  Stella,  vice  chairman  of 
the  foundation;  Agostino  Cacciavillan, 
Papal  Nuncio  to  the  United  States;  Repre¬ 
sentative  Nancy  Pelosi,  event  chairperson ; 


Jack  Valenti,  foundation  board  member, 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Association, 
and  master  of  ceremonies;  Jeno  Paulucci , 
foundation  chairman ;  Arthur  Gajarsa, 
foundation  president;  Peter  Secchia ,  US. 
Ambassador  to  Italy;  Paul  Tagliabue,  NFL 
commissioner;  entertainers  Ernest  Borgnine, 
Sylvester  Stallone,  Joe  Piscopo,  and  Dom 
DeLuise;  Representative  Constance  A.  Mor¬ 
elia;  1984  Democratic  Vice  Presidential  can¬ 
didate  Geraldine  Ferraro;  and  Frank  J. 
Donatelli,  chairman  of  the  Christopher  Co¬ 
lumbus  Quincentenary  Jubilee  Commission. 
A  tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  a  Report  on 
Verification  of  Nuclear  Warhead  Dismantlement  and  Nuclear 
Material  Controls 
October  7,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

I  am  transmitting  with  this  letter  a  report 
to  the  Congress:  Verification  of  Nuclear 
Warhead  Dismantlement  and  Special  Nu¬ 
clear  Material  Controls,  as  required  by  sec¬ 
tion  3151  of  the  National  Defense  Authori¬ 
zation  Act  for  Fiscal  Year  1991.  The  report 
reflects  the  views  of  a  Technical  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  subject  defined  by  Con¬ 
gress:  on-site  monitoring  techniques,  inspec¬ 
tion  arrangements,  and  national  technical 
means  that  might  be  useful  to  verify  the 
dismantlement  of  nuclear  warheads,  a  ban 
on  the  production  of  plutonium  and  highly 
enriched  uranium  for  nuclear  weapons,  and 
the  disposition  of  these  materials  recovered 
from  dismantled  nuclear  warheads. 

A  distinguished  panel  of  Government  and 
nongovernment  technical  experts  was  as¬ 
sembled,  according  to  Federal  Advisory 
Committee  Act  guidelines,  to  serve  as  the 
Technical  Advisory  Committee  under  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  They  have  summa¬ 
rized  their  findings  in  the  unclassified  Exec¬ 
utive  Summary,  and  approve  the  material 
presented  in  the  classified  full  report,  ini¬ 
tially  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Energy.  The  Technical  Advisory  Committee 
had  full  independence  in  expressing  their 


expert  opinions  on  these  matters.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  was  chaired  by  Ambassador  C.  Paul 
Robinson  who  served  as  the  U.S.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  Nuclear  Testing  Talks. 

The  mandate  to  the  Committee  in  the 
legislation  was  challenging.  It  is  difficult 
and  potentially  misleading  to  evaluate  veri¬ 
fication  issues  in  isolation  from  the  details  of 
a  potential  agreement.  Since  there  are  no 
such  agreements  drafted,  the  adequacy  of 
the  verification  measures  could  only  be  dis¬ 
cussed  in  broad  and  general  terms.  That 
said,  the  report  makes  clear  the  difficulties 
and  risks  involved.  As  the  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  reports,  the  United  States  could  not 
effectively  verify  the  number  of  existing 
warheads  or  the  amount  of  special  nuclear 
material  currently  on  hand.  We  likewise 
could  not  have  high  confidence  in  discover¬ 
ing  clandestine  warhead  or  special  nuclear 
material  stockpiles.  In  addition,  the  report 
notes  the  extreme  difficulty  of  monitoring 
the  many  potential  paths  in  which  nuclear 
warheads  or  special  nuclear  material  could 
be  produced. 

The  Committee  charter  was  limited  to 
the  assessment  of  technical  verification  ar¬ 
rangements  and  techniques,  and  therefore 
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their  report  does  not  address  the  broader 
national  security  implications  of  the  possible 
outcomes  defined  in  the  legislation.  The 
Committee  was  in  unanimous  agreement, 
however,  that  for  any  controls  regarding 
warhead  demilitarization  or  special  nuclear 
material  production,  maintenance  of  an  ef¬ 
fective  and  modern  nuclear  deterrent  must 
not  be  compromised. 


Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives ,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  the  Report  on 
Possible  Effects  of  a  Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Agreement  on  the 
Trident  Program 
October  7,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Pursuant  to  section  1001  of  the  National 
Defense  Authorization  Act  for  Fiscal  Years 
1990  and  1991,  I  am  forwarding  herewith 
the  classified  version  of  the  report  to  the 
Congress  on  Possible  Effects  of  a  Strategic 
Arms  Reduction  Agreement  on  the  Trident 
Program.  Also  enclosed  is  the  unclassified 
version  of  the  report. 

As  we  negotiated  the  START  agreement, 
an  important  requirement  for  us  was  to 
ensure  that  the  number  and  types  of  strate¬ 
gic  forces  we  planned  to  retain  under  the 
Treaty  would  guarantee  the  Nation’s  de¬ 
fense.  In  that  respect,  the  Trident  subma¬ 
rine  will  provide  a  survivable  and  enduring 
element  of  the  U.S.  strategic  Triad  well  into 
the  next  century.  Maintaining  its  effective¬ 
ness  and  survivability  will  be  one  of  our 
most  fundamental  tasks.  For  the  reasons 
stated  in  the  enclosed  report,  I  remain  con¬ 
fident  that  the  planned  number  and  config¬ 


uration  of  Trident  submarines  represent  the 
best  deployment  plan. 

I  also  recognize  that  providing  for  the 
Nation’s  defense  is  a  dynamic  requirement, 
necessitating  constant  vigilance  and  adjust¬ 
ment.  For  this  reason,  I  assure  you  that  we 
will  continue  to  examine  the  overall  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  our  strategic  forces  and  will  seek 
those  changes  necessary  to  maintain  its  ef¬ 
fectiveness  and  survivability. 

I  value  the  important  role  the  Congress 
must  play  in  maintaining  our  Nation’s  de¬ 
fenses  and  look  forward  to  working  closely 
with  the  Congress  to  ensure  the  viability  of 
our  strategic  nuclear  deterrent. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen  t¬ 
atives ,  and  Dan  Quayle ,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Jonas  Savimbi  of  Angola 
October  7,  1991 


The  President  held  a  very  good  meeting 
with  Dr.  Jonas  Savimbi,  President  of 
UNITA,  and  reviewed  with  him  the  status 
of  the  Angola  peace  accords.  The  President 


reiterated  our  firm  commitment  to  the 
peace  process  and  our  continued  interest  in 
seeing  Angola  reach  national  reconciliation. 
The  President  also  discussed  the  timing  of 
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elections  next  year,  noting  that  our  prefer¬ 
ence  remained  for  the  elections  to  be  held 
in  September. 


Note:  The  statement  referred  to  the  National 
Union  for  the  Total  Independence  of 
Angola  (UN1TA). 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Cabinet 

Meeting 

October  7,  1991 


President  Bush  today  reviewed  a  number 
of  economic  and  legislative  policy  issues 
with  his  Cabinet.  The  President  emphasized 
that  the  economy  is  emerging  from  the  re¬ 
cession.  The  President  said  he  was  told  by  a 
number  of  business  leaders  this  morning 
that  the  recovery  is  underway,  but  it  re¬ 
quires  nurturing. 

The  index  of  leading  economic  indicators, 
for  the  last  7  months,  has  forecast  growth  in 
the  economy.  Housing  starts  and  industrial 
production  have  been  increasing  for  5 
months,  and  inflation  is  down  and  declin¬ 
ing.  In  addition,  interest  rates,  both  short¬ 
term  and  long-term,  are  at  their  lowest 
levels  in  years. 

The  President  applauded  efforts  to  hold 
down  unnecessary  regulations  that  can  have 
the  effect  of  limiting  the  creation  of  new 


jobs  and  urged  a  redoubling  of  efforts  to  do 
so.  He  also  expressed  concern  about  the 
availability  of  credit  for  small  businesses 
which  have  historically  created  most  of  the 
new  jobs  in  the  country. 

The  President  and  his  Cabinet  reviewed 
the  major  pieces  of  domestic  legislation  now 
before  the  Congress.  The  President  empha¬ 
sized  that  he  would  support  the  extension 
of  unemployment  benefits  in  a  bill  pro¬ 
posed  by  Senator  Robert  Dole. 

The  President  also  heard  reports  from  his 
Cabinet  on  the  crime  bill,  the  comprehen¬ 
sive  banking  reform  legislation,  the  national 
energy  strategy  legislation,  the  Surface 
Transportation  Act,  and  a  number  of  child 
health  care  programs  administered  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services. 


Statement  on  Efforts  to  Ensure  the  Availability  of  Credit 
October  8,  1991 


I  have  today  approved  a  set  of  proposals 
for  additional  action  to  relieve  the  “credit 
crunch.”  The  proposals  were  developed  by 
the  Treasury  Department  working  with  the 
bank  regulators.  They  were  reviewed  and 
presented  to  me  by  the  Economic  Policy 
Council  in  response  to  my  directive  of  Sep¬ 
tember  27  th. 

There  are  many  signs  that  we  are  emerg¬ 
ing  from  the  recession.  Housing  starts  are 
up  26  percent  since  January.  Industrial  pro¬ 
duction  has  risen  for  5  straight  months.  Our 
unemployment  rate  in  September  fell  to  6.7 
percent.  In  addition,  the  index  of  leading 
economic  indicators  has  been  steady  or  in¬ 


creasing  for  7  straight  months. 

With  mortgage  interest  rates  at  their 
lowest  levels  since  1977,  I  want  to  ensure 
that  we  have  sound  banks  making  sound 
loans.  The  genius  of  the  American  economy 
is  the  entrepreneurial  spirit  of  our  people. 
Ensuring  sound  credit  for  economic  expan¬ 
sion  which  creates  new  jobs  is  important. 

I  am  pleased  with  the  additional  steps  we 
are  announcing  today.  But  let  me  empha¬ 
size:  This  is  not  all  that  can  or  should  be 
done.  I  have  directed  the  Economic  Policy 
Council  to  examine  additional  measures 
that  might  be  taken  not  only  to  relieve  the 
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credit  crunch  but  also  to  advance  our  be  meeting  to  review  additional  recommen- 
agenda  for  job  creation  and  growth.  We  will  dations  in  the  weeks  ahead. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Prime  Minister  Tofilau  Eti  Alesana  of  Western  Samoa 
October  8,  1991 


The  Prime  Minister  of  Western  Samoa, 
Tofilau  Eti  Alesana,  met  with  the  President 
for  half  an  hour  in  the  Oval  Office  today. 
The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  dis¬ 
cussed  issues  in  the  South  Pacific  and  inter¬ 


national  developments.  The  President 
thanked  the  Prime  Minister  for  Western 
Samoa’s  support  for  Operation  Desert 
Storm  and  for  its  positive  response  to  his 
nuclear  initiative. 


Remarks  Welcoming  President  Vigdis  Finnbogadottir  of  Iceland  and 
Queen  Sonja  of  Norway 
October  9,  1991 


President  Bush.  Please  be  seated  this 
sunny  day  in  the  Rose  Garden.  But  let  me 
just  say  what  a  pleasure  it  is  to  welcome 
President  Vigdis  Finnbogadottir — excuse 
me,  I  have  such  difficulty,  and  Fve  known 
her  a  long,  long  time — of  Iceland  and,  of 
course,  Queen  Sonja  of  Norway  to  Washing¬ 
ton. 

The  ties  between  our  two  lands  go  back 
nearly  1,000  years  to  the  time  of  the  voy¬ 
ages  of  Leif  Erikson  and  his  companions, 
the  first  Europeans  to  set  eyes  on  North 
America.  This  year  we  also  celebrate  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Iceland. 

On  Leif  Erikson  Day  we  commemorate 
the  voyages  of  Leif  the  Lucky,  son  of  Ice¬ 
land,  grandson  of  Norway.  His  bold  and  ad¬ 
venturous  spirit  is  an  inspiration  to  peoples 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  who  continue 
to  work  on  the  frontiers  of  knowledge  in 
many  areas.  This  is  also  a  time  to  celebrate 
not  only  the  strong  relationship  between 
our  countries  but  also  our  shared  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  ideals  of  democracy  and  peace¬ 
ful  cooperation  between  nations.  Our 
common  views  regarding  a  strong  NATO 
symbolize  our  faith  in  these  ideals. 

In  recognition  of  Vinland  Revisited  and 
the  events  surrounding  this  occasion  of 


President  Vigdis  and  Queen  Sonja’s  visit,  I 
would  like  to  present  each  of  them  with  a 
copy  of  the  Presidential  declaration  pro¬ 
claiming  October  9th  Leif  Erikson  Day  and 
then  turn  to  them  for  comments. 

President  Finnbogadottir.  Mr.  President,  I 
wish  to  thank  you  very  much  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  for  the  warm 
welcome  that  they  have  given  us  here 
when  we  come  on  an  important  mission 
with  our  Viking  ships  and  with  the  Gaia 
that  is  to  symbolize  our  wish  to  make  a 
better  world,  ecologically  speaking. 

We  are  having  the  young  children  in 
mind,  we  are  having  the  future  in  mind 
when  we  come  with  friendship,  as  we 
always  do.  And  may  I  present  you,  on 
behalf  of  Iceland  and  Norway,  “The  Viking 
Discovery  of  America,”  a  special  edition, 
the  first  copy  signed  by  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Norway,  Harald  V,  and  myself. 

President  Bush.  How  beautiful  a  present. 
Thank  you  so  very  much.  It’s  lovely.  Thank 
you. 

Queen  Sonja.  Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
happy  also  to  be  here  in  Washington  on  this 
important  occasion.  And  I  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  to  present  to  you  a  replica,  but  in 
silver  this  time,  of  the  Gaia.  We  believe  and 
hope  it  will  fulfill  its  promise  to  help  out 
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children  in  our  world.  Also  like  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Iceland  said,  to  help  the  future  and 
the  future  generation  to  be  able  to  profit  by 
this  wonderful  planet  Earth.  Thank  you 
very  much,  Mr.  President. 

President  Bush .  Beautiful.  Thank  you. 

Queen  Sonja.  And  also,  I  hope  it  will 
strengthen  our  ties  between  Iceland, 
Norway,  and  your  country,  the  United 


States.  Thank  you. 

President  Bush.  Well,  thank  you  very, 
very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:55  p.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  The 
proclamation  of  September  27  is  listed  in 
Appendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  the  Soviet  Union- 
United  States  Trade  Agreement 
October  9,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

In  accordance  with  section  407  of  the 
Trade  Act  of  1974  (Public  Law  93-618,  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1975;  88  Stat.  1978),  as  amended 
(the  ‘Trade  Act”),  I  am  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  proclamation  that  extends  nondiscrim- 
inatory  treatment  to  the  products  of  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics.  As  an 
annex  to  the  proclamation,  I  also  enclose 
the  text  of  the  “Agreement  on  Trade  Rela¬ 
tions  Between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics,”  which  I  signed  on  June  1,  1990,  in¬ 
cluding  related  annexes  and  exchanges  of 
letters. 

Implementation  of  this  Agreement  will 
strengthen  political  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  and 
produce  economic  benefits  for  both  coun¬ 
tries.  It  will  also  give  further  impetus  to  the 
progress  we  have  made  in  our  overall  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  over  the  last  several  years, 
and  help  to  reinforce  political  and  econom¬ 
ic  reform  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

I  believe  that  the  Agreement  is  consistent 
with  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Trade  Act.  It  provides  for  mutual  extension 
of  nondiscriminatory  tariff  treatment,  while 
seeking  to  ensure  overall  reciprocity  of  eco¬ 
nomic  benefits.  It  includes  safeguard  ar¬ 
rangements  designed  to  ensure  that  imports 
from  the  Soviet  Union  will  not  disrupt  the 
U.S.  market. 

The  Agreement  also  confirms  and  ex¬ 
pands  for  American  businesses  certain  basic 
rights  in  conducting  commercial  transac¬ 


tions  both  within  the  Soviet  Union  and  with 
Soviet  nationals  and  business  entities.  Other 
provisions  include  those  dealing  with  settle¬ 
ment  of  commercial  disputes,  financial 
transactions,  and  government  commercial 
offices.  Through  this  Agreement,  the  Soviet 
Union  also  undertakes  obligations  to  mod¬ 
ernize  and  upgrade  very  substantially  its 
protection  of  all  forms  of  intellectual  prop¬ 
erty  rights.  Once  fully  implemented,  the 
Soviet  intellectual  property  regime  will  be 
on  a  par  with  that  of  our  principal  trading 
partners. 

On  December  29,  1990,  I  waived  applica¬ 
tion  of  subsections  (a)  and  (b)  of  section  402 
of  the  Trade  Act  with  respect  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  On  June  3,  1991,  I  recommended  an 
extension  of  the  waiver  authority  in  section 
402.  I  included  with  this  recommendation 
my  determination  that  the  continuation  of 
the  waiver  in  effect  for  the  Soviet  Union 
would  substantially  promote  the  objectives 
of  section  402. 

I  urge  that  the  Congress  act  as  soon  as 
possible  to  approve  the  “Agreement  on 
Trade  Relations  Between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics”  and  the  proclamation  extending 
nondiscriminatory  treatment  to  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics  by  enactment  of  a  joint  resolution,  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  section  151  of  the  Trade  Act. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 
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Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas  Senate.  The  proclamation  is  listed  in  Ap- 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent-  pendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume./ 
atives ,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  Columbus 
October  10,  1991 

Let  me  salute  our  chairman,  Frank  Dona- 
telli,  and  salute  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mission;  Gay  Kingham  and  other  members 
of  the  native  American  community  with  us; 
Cristobal  Colon,  a  descendant  by  direct  line 
of  Christopher  Columbus.  Of  course,  all  the 
Members  of  Congress  we’re  delighted  to 
see  here.  Ambassadors  Zappala  and  Einaudi 
and  other  members  of  the  diplomatic  com¬ 
munity,  so  many,  and  we’re  very  pleased  to 
see  all  of  you  here.  Let  me  just  welcome 
you  to  the  White  House  complex.  That’s 
what  this  is  called  for  various  reasons. 
[Laughter] 

It’s  an  honor  to  celebrate  Columbus  Day. 
You  know,  we’re  in  addition  saluting  the 
start  of  a  year  of  activities  saluting  the 
500th  anniversary  of  the  first  landing  in  the 
New  World.  Today  I  will  sign  a  special 
proclamation.  I  might  add  a  P.S.,  and  that 
P.S.  will  mandate  that  all  Americans  learn 
to  pronounce  a  new  word,  “quincentenary.” 
[Laughter]  I’m  trying  to  get  it  down  myself. 

It  is  not  easy  this  week  to  resist  the  temp¬ 
tation  to  stretch  the  truth  and  try  to  estab¬ 
lish  some  special  link  to  the  Italian  commu¬ 
nity  or  to  Spain,  whose  ships  and  sailors 
carried  Columbus  to  the  New  World.  I  will 
resist  it.  I  was  telling  that  to  my  aides  last 
week  as  we  headed  to  our  newly  named 
auto  fleet,  the  Nina ,  the  Pinta,  and  the 
Santa  Maria.  [Laughter] 

Emerson  once  said,  “Every  ship  that 
comes  to  America  got  its  chart  from  Colum¬ 
bus.”  For  half  a  millennium,  what  Colum¬ 
bus  discovered  has  helped  chart  the  course 


Day  Proclamation 


of  exploration  and  opportunity,  sailing  free¬ 
dom’s  ship  to  every  corner  of  the  Earth. 

Today  we  salute  a  hemisphere  moving 
toward  democracy  and  free  enterprise, 
aided  by  initiatives  like  the  Enterprise  for 
the  Americas  Initiative.  It  is  my  hope  that 
this  quincentenary  will  commemorate  the 
common  heritage  of  America  and  its  neigh¬ 
bors.  In  addition,  we  salute  not  only  Colum¬ 
bus’  spirit  of  adventure  but  also  the  story  of 
this  Nation,  unafraid,  ever-changing,  chal¬ 
lenging  the  unknown,  devoted  to  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  liberty  and  the  principles  that  unite 
all  Americans. 

Columbus  Day  celebrates  the  idea  that 
we  do  not  value  diversity  merely  because 
America  is  strong.  America  is  strong  be¬ 
cause  we  value  diversity.  In  that  spirit,  it  is 
now  my  privilege  to  sign  a  proclamation 
designating  October  14,  1991,  as  Columbus 
Day. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much  for  being 
in  attendance. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  a.m.  in 
the  Indian  Treaty  Room  at  the  Old  Execu¬ 
tive  Office  Building.  In  his  remarks ,  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  Frank  J.  Donatelliy  Chairman  of 
the  Christopher  Columbus  Quincentenary 
Jubilee  Commission;  Gay  Kingham,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  American  Indian  Con¬ 
gress;  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Spain  Joseph  Zap¬ 
pala;  and  Ambassador  Luigi  R.  Einaudi , 
U.S.  Permanent  Representative  to  the  Orga¬ 
nization  of  American  States.  The  proclama¬ 
tion  is  listed  in  Appendix  E  at  the  end  of 
this  volume. 
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Remarks  Following  Discussions  With  President  Rafael  Calderon  of 

Costa  Rica 
October  10,  1991 


President  Bush.  It’s  a  great  honor  and 
pleasure  to  meet  with  you  today  at  the 
White  House.  And  I  warmly  remember  my 
visits  to  Costa  Rica  as  Vice  President  in 
1986  and  then  as  President  in  1989.  I  will 
never  ever  forget  the  cheers,  the  genuine 
enthusiasm  that  the  Costa  Rican  people 
showed  for  the  United  States  of  America 
when  our  flag  was  displayed  there  in  that 
stadium.  I’ll  never  forget  it.  I  know  Barbara 
was  touched  by  the  warm  hospitality  ex¬ 
tended  by  you  and  Mrs.  Calderon  and  the 
Costa  Rican  people  at  your  inauguration  last 
May.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  people  of  Costa  Rica  and  of  the 
United  States  have  a  deep  and  abiding 
friendship,  one  for  the  other. 

Costa  Rica  and  the  United  States  stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder  for  common  values 
and  aspirations.  Our  friendship  is  rooted  in 
shared  commitments  to  human  rights,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  freedom,  democracy,  and 
peaceful  foreign  relations. 

Costa  Rica  stands  tall  as  a  model  of  cour¬ 
age.  For  most  of  your  lifetime,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  Costa  Rica’s  neighbors  have  suffered 
from  violence  and  instability,  often  under 
dictatorship.  Political  violence,  border  con¬ 
flicts,  death  squads,  subversion  by  Marxist 
guerrillas,  all  of  these  have  scarred  Central 
America  and  the  Isthmus.  Through  all  of 
this,  without  an  army,  Costa  Rica  stood  fast. 
Costa  Rica  is  a  rock  of  stability  in  Central 
America  because  its  people  believe  in  per¬ 
manent  things:  the  sanctity  of  the  person 
and  of  the  family,  the  centrality  of  human 
freedom. 

Almost  half  a  century  ago,  the  Costa 
Rican  people  made  a  civilized  political  and 
social  compact.  Costa  Ricans  strictly  limited 
the  power  of  government  to  interfere  with 
civil  liberties.  Against  all  threats,  domestic 
and  external,  Costa  Ricans  have  kept  faith 
with  that  promise.  Costa  Rica  practices 
robust  competitive  politics,  peacefully  trans¬ 
ferring  power  from  party  to  party,  from 
person  to  person.  With  its  independent  ju¬ 
diciary  and  limited  public  security  forces, 


Costa  Rica  is  a  model  civil  society  based  on 
the  rule  of  law. 

Your  country  keeps  faith  with  its  interna¬ 
tional  commitments,  even  when  doing  so  is 
costly.  Through  all  of  the  Central  American 
turmoil  during  the  1980’s,  Costa  Rica  gave 
safe  haven  to  refugees  and  respected  uni¬ 
versal  human  rights. 

Mr.  President,  we  strongly  support  your 
efforts,  courageous  efforts,  to  renew  Costa 
Rica’s  economic  strength.  You’ve  put  to¬ 
gether  a  very  effective  economic  team. 
You’ve  shown  personal  courage  and  impres¬ 
sive  skills  of  leadership  in  advancing  such 
reforms  as  price  deregulation,  privatization 
of  government  agencies,  and  tax  reform. 
And  I  applaud  these  efforts  which  will  help 
assure  prosperity  for  the  Costa  Rican 
people. 

And  yes,  I  know  that  sacrifice  by  the 
people  of  Costa  Rica  is  involved  here.  But  I 
also  know  that  the  difficult  economic  deci¬ 
sions  that  you  have  taken  will  pay  off  for 
the  wonderful  people  of  Costa  Rica. 

I  encourage  you  to  continue  to  exercise 
the  leadership  necessary  to  complete  the 
reform  effort.  We  are  recognizing  that  lead¬ 
ership  today  in  making  available  $24  mil¬ 
lion  in  economic  support  funds.  I  promise 
to  work  unceasingly  with  you  to  let  the  lib¬ 
erating  power  of  free  markets  help  your 
country  and  mine  and  our  neighbors  as 
well. 

Already  we’re  working  together  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initia¬ 
tive  for  expanded  trade  and  investment  in 
the  hemisphere.  And  I  thank  you,  sir,  for 
your  very  strong  support  of  this  initiative. 
The  framework  agreement  for  trade  and 
investment  between  our  countries  will  join 
with  other  accords  to  create  new  jobs  and 
improve  living  conditions  throughout  the 
Americas.  Our  common  efforts  will  hasten 
the  day  when  the  Americas  will  become  a 
flourishing  trade  area  from  the  Arctic 
Circle  to  the  Strait  of  Magellan. 

Mr.  President,  Costa  Rica  is  a  haven  of 
peace,  and  Costa  Ricans  have  always  helped 
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to  resolve  conflicts  in  your  region.  Today, 
we  see  the  best  of  the  Costa  Rican  tradition 
in  your  efforts  to  help  bring  about  a  just 
and  peaceful  solution  to  El  Salvador’s  civil 
conflict.  Fundamentally,  all  these  efforts 
have  been  possible  because  Costa  Ricans 
have  labored  for  decades  to  cultivate  the 
habits  of  civil  society,  habits  of  freedom  and 
responsibility.  Because  of  this  abiding  faith, 
Costa  Rica  is  assisting  in  a  new  birth  of 
freedom,  prosperity,  and  peace  for  all  of 
Central  America. 

Thank  you  again,  Mr.  President,  my 
friend,  thank  you  for  your  visit.  And  may 
God  bless  the  people  of  Costa  Rica. 

President  Calderon.  Mr.  President,  Mr. 
Secretary,  we  are  extremely  thrilled  today. 
I  must  recall  that  during  an  entire  lifetime 
we  have  had  the  best  relations  of  friend¬ 
ship,  solidarity,  and  cooperation  with  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  in  vain  that  the 
United  States  is  the  oldest  and  most  solid 
democracy  in  the  Americas,  and  Costa  Rica 
is  the  oldest  and  most  solid  democracy  in 
Latin  America. 

On  a  personal  note,  I  am  so  very  pleased 
with  the  relationship  of  affection  which 
binds  you,  Barbara,  and  your  entire  family 
to  me  and  my  entire  family.  And  also  on  a 
personal  note,  just  as  you  and  I  are  standing 
here,  my  father  stood  here  51  years  ago 
with  President  Roosevelt,  strengthening  the 
ties  of  friendship  and  solidarity  binding  the 
United  States  and  Costa  Rica. 

As  one  governing  a  Latin  American  coun¬ 
try,  I  have  come  here  to  express  my  thanks 
for  your  idea  and  your  program  of  the  En¬ 
terprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative.  I  have 
affirmed  and  I  repeat  that  the  history  of  the 
economic  relations  of  Latin  America  and 
the  United  States  will  be  divided  into  two 
phases,  pre-  and  post-Enterprise  for  the 
Americas  Initiative. 


We  have  come  here  not  out  of  a  desire  to 
ask  the  United  States  for  economic  assist¬ 
ance  but  rather  armed  with  a  desire  to 
come  over  the  next  few  years  to  a  free 
trade  agreement  with  the  United  States 
which  will  increase  the  number  of  jobs,  the 
amount  of  investment,  the  amount  of  ex¬ 
ports,  and  the  amount  of  wealth  and  em¬ 
ployment  of  our  country.  We  hope  that  by 
the  first  quarter  of  1992  that  we  will  be 
eligible  for  the  Enterprise  for  the  Americas 
Initiative  facilities,  having  by  then  reduced 
considerably  our  external  debt  and  being 
ready  by  that  time  to  take  advantage  of  a 
free  trade  agreement. 

Thank  you  once  more,  President  Bush, 
for  your  support,  your  backing,  your 
warmth,  and  your  affection  toward  us  and 
toward  the  entire  Costa  Rican  people. 
Thank  you  once  again  for  the  cooperation 
of  you  and  of  your  Government  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  international  organizations  in  which  the 
United  States  is  represented. 

Thank  you  once  again  for  your  coopera¬ 
tion  in  terms  of  equipment  for  our  fight 
against  drug  trafficking  which  is  a  major 
concern  of  both  of  us.  We  are  bound  to  be 
the  first  line  of  defense  of  American  youth 
against  drug  trafficking,  as  well  as  the  first 
line  of  defense  of  our  own  youth. 

Thank  you,  finally,  for  continuing  this 
endless,  ceaseless  struggle  that  the  United 
States  and  Costa  Rica  have  been  waging 
and  continue  to  wage  for  freedom  and  de¬ 
mocracy  in  the  world. 

Thank  you  once  again,  President  Bush. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  1:18  p.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House.  Presi¬ 
dent  Calderon  spoke  in  Spanish ,  and  his 
remarks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 
Prior  to  their  remarks,  the  two  Presidents 
met  privately  in  the  Oval  Office. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Supreme  Court  Nomination  of 
Clarence  Thomas 
October  10,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  the  conservatives  say 
you’re  not  doing  enough  to  help  Thomas. 
They  say  you’re  not  helping  Thomas 
enough. 

The  President  Let  me  repeat  it  because 
some  are  a  little  hard  of  hearing.  I  support 
him  100  percent.  No  fear  of  contradiction.  I 
am  strongly  for  him.  Fm  simply  not  going 
to  inject  myself  into  what’s  going  on  in  the 
Senate.  I  have  very  strong  convictions  about 
it,  and  Ill  share  them  with  you  at  the  ap¬ 
propriate  time.  But  as  for  now,  you  put  me 
down  and  the  White  House  down  and  our 
administration  down  as  100  percent  for 
Clarence  Thomas,  without  wavering  in  any 
way. 

And  let’s  see  the  Senate  get  on  with  its 
business  in  a  fair  fashion  and  get  this  matter 
resolved.  And  when  it’s  done  in  that 
manner,  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  he 
will  be  confirmed  and  will  be  on  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  because,  in  my  view,  he  de¬ 


serves  to  be  there.  And  let  the  hearing  go 
forward.  But  I  don’t  want  to  get  in — I  don’t 
want  to  elaborate  anymore  because  I  have 
very  strong  feelings.  And  I’ve  said  about  all 
I  want  to  say  about  it  right  now. 

I  had  a  good  visit  with  him  yesterday. 
And  I  didn’t  see  how  my  views  supporting 
him  could  get  any  stronger,  but  they  cer¬ 
tainly  did. 

Q.  They  said  you  should  go  on  TV. 

The  President.  What? 

Q.  They  say  you  should  make  a  TV  ad¬ 
dress,  and  you  should  denounce  the  Biden 
committee. 

Q.  Is  it  a  smear  campaign? 

The  President  Come  on,  Rita  [Rita  Bea¬ 
mish,  Associated  Press].  [Laughter] 

Note:  This  exchange  occurred  at  approxi¬ 
mately  1:30  p.m.  on  the  South  Lawn  at  the 
White  House,  following  the  remarks  of 
President  Bush  and  President  Rafael  Cal¬ 
deron  of  Costa  Rica. 


Remarks  to  the  Religious  Alliance  Against  Pornography 
October  10,  1991 


Let  me  welcome  all  of  you  to  the  White 
House.  Good  afternoon.  And  I’m  pleased  to 
see  your  chairman,  Dr.  Jerry  Kirk;  His  Emi¬ 
nence  the  Cardinal,  Cardinal  Bernardin, 
who  is  out  in  the  forefront  of  this  good 
work,  the  Archbishop  of  Chicago;  Sarah 
Blankin,  the  chairperson  of  the  National 
Women’s  Leadership  Task  Force;  and  Erv 
Duggan,  FCC  Commissioner.  Welcome,  all, 
to  the  White  House. 

It’s  a  pleasure  to  take  part  in  the  alli¬ 
ance’s  national  conference  because  we’ve 
all  come  here  out  of  deep  concern  for  one 
thing,  and  that  is  the  well-being  of  our 
neighbors,  our  families,  and  particularly,  I 
think,  our  children.  Your  group  incorpo¬ 
rated  men  and  women  of  all  faiths,  all  walks 
of  life,  and  yet  you  stand  united  in  your 


commitment  to  the  dignity  of  human  life, 
the  integrity  of  the  community,  and  our 
moral  responsibility  to  our  children.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  no  matter  who  you  are  or  where 
you  live,  we  all  want  a  better  Nation,  a 
better  world  for  our  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

And  most  Americans  feel  very  strongly 
that  obscenity  is  not  a  part  of  that  better 
world.  It  abuses,  it  degrades,  and  insults 
both  women  and  men.  We’ve  all  heard  the 
stories:  Innocent  children  drawn  into  the 
world  of  pornography,  victimized  by  crimes 
whose  consequences  are  beyond  imagina¬ 
tion.  This  horror  must  stop. 

Our  administration  is  committed  to  the 
fullest  prosecution  of  obscenity  and  child 
pornography  crimes.  And  as  I  have  stated 
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before,  and  as  I’m  sure  you  will  hear  from 
my  very  able  Acting  Attorney  General,  Bill 
Barr,  who's  doing  a  superb  job,  this  will 
remain  a  priority.  We've  made  tremendous 
progress  at  the  Federal  level  through  such 
Federal  initiatives  as  Project  Postporn,  in 
which  we  have  virtually  eliminated  that 
horrible  mail  order  obscenity  business. 
Imagine,  the  indiscriminate  mailing  of  hard¬ 
core  pornography  into  American  homes. 
And  I  know  nobody  in  this  room  would 
want  their  children  to  have  opened  the 
mail  the  day  that  that  kind  of  filth  arrived. 
In  the  last  6  months  alone,  the  Department 
of  Justice  has  obtained  major  indictments 
and  convictions  against  some  of  the  largest 
hardcore  pornography  producers  and  dis¬ 
tributors  in  this  country. 

These  successes  would  not  have  been  pos¬ 
sible  without  the  leadership  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  and  then  the  U.S.  attorneys 
in  the  cities  like  Dallas  and  Birmingham 
and  Tallahassee  and  Concord,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  over  here  in  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
and  the  continued  efforts  of  the  Postal  In¬ 
spection  Service,  the  FBI,  and  the  U.S.  Cus¬ 
toms  Service. 

Let  me  add,  our  prosecutors  need  more 
help  in  prosecuting  sexual  violence  and 
child  abuse  cases.  And  that's  why  the  ad¬ 
ministration’s  crime  bill  includes  new  provi¬ 
sions  to  protect  women  and  children  from 
violence  and  abuse.  Our  crime  bill  is  tough. 
We  need  a  tough  bill.  Our  crime  bill,  it’s 
the  one  we  need.  It’s  been  there  too  long, 
and  I  want  to  see  the  Congress  move  on  it 
and  act  on  it  and  do,  in  this  instance,  what 
the  American  people  want. 

In  the  next  few  weeks,  the  House,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  will  consider 
what  the  Democratic  leadership  calls  a 
crime  bill.  Sadly,  rather  than  a  call  to  arms 
in  the  war  against  crime,  that  bill,  in  the 
House  I’m  talking  about  now,  maps  out  a 
retreat  from  current  law.  The  bill  handcuffs 
police  and  prosecutors  in  their  efforts  to 
fight  crime  instead  of  the  criminals  who 
commit  the  crimes. 

And  so,  I  really  didn’t  want  to  miss  this 
opportunity  to  come  over  here  and  ask  you 
for  your  help  in  turning  the  crime  bill 
around.  Let  your  Representatives  in  Con¬ 
gress  know,  and  know  now,  that  it  is  time 
for  a  tough  crime  bill,  one  that  cares  about 


the  victims  of  crime  more  than  it  does  the 
criminals. 

We  also  need  something  more,  for  the 
Federal  system  cannot  stand  alone.  The  leg¬ 
islative  branch  can  pass  strong  laws,  and  the 
executive  branch  can  present  cases  for  pros¬ 
ecution  in  the  courts,  but  the  rest  lies  in  the 
hands  of  decent  men  and  women.  And 
whether  it’s  the  jury  members  representing 
their  community  for  a  just  society — and  by 
the  way,  we’ve  piled  up  convictions  because 
of  juries  standing  on  the  side  of  community 
standards — or  it’s  as  parents  instilling  values 
in  our  children,  time  and  again,  so  many 
things  come  down  to  family.  And  I  firmly 
believe  that  we  must  do  everything  we  can 
to  support  the  American  family.  You  know 
what  I’m  talking  about.  You  just  have  an 
inner  sense  of  what’s  right  and  wrong  and 
that  moral  compass  that  delineates  between 
what  is  tolerant  and  what  is  intolerable. 

We  all  want,  everyone  wants,  I’m  sure,  a 
decent  America.  As  de  Tocqueville  ob¬ 
served,  “America  is  great  because  she  is 
good,  and  if  America  ceases  to  be  good, 
America  will  cease  to  be  great.”  And  with¬ 
out  the  commitment  of  religious  and  moral 
leaders  like  yourselves  to  preserve  the 
good,  America  will  fail  to  achieve  the  great. 

So,  let  me  leave  you  with  this  challenge, 
this  exhortation:  Please  keep  up  the  good 
fight.  Please  continue  to  educate  Americans 
about  the  threat  that  obscenity  and  child 
pornography  pose  to  our  Nation.  And  to¬ 
gether  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  we 
can  build  a  better  world  for  these  kids. 

We’re  working  this,  as  you  know,  in  the 
international  scene.  One  of  the  joys  I  take 
about  what’s  happened  as  the  Soviets  now 
have  come  forward  to  accept  many  of  our 
challenges  in  reducing  nuclear  weapons, 
one  of  the  great  joys  I  take  is  to  think  what 
this  means  to,  in  my  case,  our  grandchil¬ 
dren,  most  of  you  all,  children — [laughter] — 
but  it’s  a  wonderfully  exciting  thing.  But 
that’s  just  part  of  the  equation.  So  much  of 
it  relates  to  what  happens  right  here  at 
home.  And  that,  of  course,  is  where  each 
and  every  one  of  you  come  in. 

So,  thank  you  for  being  here.  I’m  preach¬ 
ing  to  the  choir,  I  know,  but  thank  you 
very,  very  much.  [Laughter]  Thank  you, 
and  God  bless  you  all. 
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Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:16  p.m.  in  Building. 
Room  450  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 


Remarks  at  the  Andrew  Mellon  Dinner 
October  10,  1991 


Your  Majesty,  Queen  Sonja;  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Quayle;  my  old  friend  Presi¬ 
dent  Spadolini;  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps  and  trustees  of  this  marvelous  gallery; 
Mr.  Justice;  members  of  the  Cabinet;  and 
distinguished  guests  all.  First,  I  seem  to  do 
this  every  time  I  appear  here,  but  let  me 
rethank  Paul  Mellon.  Every  couple  of  years 
Paul  is  gracious  enough  to  invite  me  over  to 
dinner  at  his  house.  And  if  home  is  where 
the  heart  is,  then  this  is  truly  Paul  Mellon’s 
home. 

And  I’m  delighted  that  Queen  Sonja  is 
with  us  tonight.  It’s  a  shame  that  King  Juan 
Carlos  of  Spain  could  not  stay  for  this 
dinner.  But  I  discovered  why,  I  just  found 
out  why.  After  a  quick  sneak  preview  of  ail 
the  wonderful  items  from  around  the  world 
in  the  1492  exhibit,  His  Majesty  had  to  get 
back  to  see  if  anything  was  left  in  Spain’s 
museums.  [Laughter] 

And  I  also  want  to  pay  tribute  to  our 
Chief  of  Protocol,  Joe  Reed,  who’s  with  us. 
This  is  one  of  his  last  events.  And  after  2Vz 
years  of  outstanding  service,  I  don’t  know 
about  the  rest  of  you,  but  for  Joe,  these 
qualify  as  casual  clothes.  [Laughter]  Having 
said  all  that,  we’re  going  to  miss  him. 

And  Barbara  and  I,  for  both  of  us,  it’s  a 
great  honor  to  be  with  you  tonight  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Andrew  Mellon  and 
others  who  have  built  and  supported  this 
magnificent  National  Gallery  of  Art.  In  a 
fitting  way,  two  important  anniversary  cele¬ 
brations  merge  into  one.  We  mark  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  gallery 
and  its  stately  West  Building,  and  in  just  2 
days,  we  begin  a  year-long  observance  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  500th  anniversary  of  Columbus’ 
voyage  of  discovery. 

Every  visit  to  this  gallery  is  an  act  of 
discovery,  for  art  reveals  emotions,  insights, 
and  experiences  that  reflect  the  unity  of 
human  experience  and  aspiration.  Art  flows 


from  mysterious  creative  forces.  To  produce 
great  art  is  to  give  birth  to  a  kind  of  truth. 
And  that  is  why  Dante  called  art,  as  it  were, 
“the  grandchild  of  God.” 

In  the  United  States,  we  trace  our  roots 
to  every  nation  on  Earth.  And  nations  from 
around  the  globe  have  helped  the  gallery 
assemble  the  unprecedented  exhibition  of 
masterpieces  that  opens  this  week,  “Circa 
1492:  Art  in  the  Age  of  Exploration.”  And 
we  thank  everybody  that  cooperated  on 
this,  everyone  from  abroad,  everyone  here 
in  this  country  who  has  worked  so  coopera¬ 
tively  to  make  this  exhibition  so  spectacular. 

We  also  gather  to  express  our  gratitude, 
I’d  say  our  Nation’s  gratitude,  to  Mr. 
Andrew  Mellon.  An  immigrant’s  son,  he  de¬ 
voted  energy,  passion,  and  patience  to  im¬ 
prove  himself  and  the  country  he  loved. 
And  he  was  a  complete  man.  His  life  and 
his  legacy  prove  that  the  most  truly  success¬ 
ful  Americans  dream  the  most  generous  of 
dreams.  Mr.  Andrew  Mellon  gave  us  a 
daughter  and  son  in  his  own  mold  and 
image.  Ailsa  Mellon  Bruce  and  Paul  Mellon 
inherited  their  father’s  appreciation  for  fine 
art  and  his  generous  spirit.  And  as  Andrew 
Mellon  gave  us  this  magnificent  building  of 
John  Russell  Pope’s  design,  so  Paul  and  his 
late  sister  gave  the  Nation  I.M.  Pei’s  path¬ 
breaking  East  Building.  And  it’s  a  great 
pleasure  to  see  Mr.  Pei  here  with  us  tonight 
as  well. 

Like  their  father,  Ailsa  and  Paul  poured 
great  talent  and  resources  into  assembling 
collections  of  art  for  the  National  Gallery. 
And  Paul,  sir,  as  long  as  people  live  in  this 
Capital  City,  they  will  draw  pleasure  and 
inspiration  from  the  Mellon  family’s  gifts. 

Every  year  some  7  million  visitors,  our 
dear  friend  Carter  Brown  tells  me,  open 
their  eyes  to  the  National  Gallery’s  master¬ 
pieces.  Some  study  and  practice  art  through 
the  gallery’s  educational  programs,  but  the 
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gallery  beckons  more  than  professionals  and 
experts.  It  invites  all  the  millions  who  tour 
its  halls  to  become  apprentices  to  the  mas¬ 
ters.  For  generations  to  come,  this  gallery 
will  open  windows  into  the  minds  and  souls 
of  Leonardo  and  Picasso  and  Whistler  and 
Renoir  and  Turner  and  Diirer  and  hun¬ 
dreds  more.  The  gallery’s  great  works  of  art 
make  yesterday’s  dreams  alive  and  palpa¬ 
ble,  and  they  stir  the  creative  energy  of 
thousands’  tomorrows. 

Paul  Mellon  once  quipped,  “What  this 
country  needs  is  a  good  5-cent  reverie.” 
And  I  think  we  all  can  agree  that  he  has 


given  us  that  and  an  awful  lot  more. 

Thank  you  and  may  God  bless  you  all  and 
our  great  country.  Thank  you  very,  very 
much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:06  p.m.  at 
the  West  Building,  National  Gallery  of  Art. 
In  his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 
Queen  Sonja  of  Norway;  Giovanni  Spado- 
lini.  President  of  the  Italian  Senate;  and  J. 
Carter  Brown,  director  of  the  National  Gal¬ 
lery  of  Art  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Supreme  Court  Nomination  of 
Clarence  Thomas 
October  11,  1991 


The  President.  I  just  want  to  deviate  from 
the  rules  of  keeping  this  open  just  for  a 
photo  op  to  make  a  statement  about  the 
proceedings  on  the  Hill. 

In  my  view,  Judge  Thomas  made  a  very, 
very  powerful  and  convincing  statement. 
This  decent  and  honorable  man  has  been 
smeared.  And  his  statement  was  strong. 
But,  you  know,  the  judge  was  wrong  in  one 
way.  He  said  grave  and  irreparable  damage 
cannot  be  corrected.  The  damage  is  grave, 
but  his  innate  decency  and  honor  are  such 
that  even  these  charges  will  not  do  irrep¬ 
arable  damage  to  him. 

The  American  people  are  fair.  They  are 
basically  fair.  And  they  know  character 
when  they  see  it.  And  today  they  saw  a 
decent,  honest  man  speaking  from  the 
heart.  And  he  should  be  confirmed.  In  my 
view,  he  will  be  confirmed.  And  in  the  end, 
he  will  get  his  good  name  back. 

Thank  you  very  much.  And  now - 


Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you - 

The  President  I’m  not  going  to  take  any 
questions.  I’ve  said  all  I  want  to  say  about  it. 

Q.  Are  you  interested  in  hearing  Ms. 
Hill’s  comments? 

The  President.  I  am  interested  in  the 
whole  process.  And  I’ve  said  exactly  what  I 
think,  and  I’m  not  going  to  change  my 
mind.  I  saw  honor  and  decency  there.  And 
I  know  it  when  I  see  it,  and  so  do  the 
American  people. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he’s  going  to  withdraw? 

The  President.  I’ve  answered  all  the  ques¬ 
tions  I’m  going  to  answer.  Thank  you. 

Let  there  be  no  doubt. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:34  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  during 
a  photo  session  with  Secretary  General 
Manfred  Woerner  of  NATO.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
these  remarks. 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Returning  Without  Approval  the  Emergency 
Unemployment  Compensation  Act  of  1991 
October  11,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  am  returning  herewith  without  my  ap¬ 
proval  S.  1722,  the  “Emergency  Unemploy¬ 
ment  Compensation  Act  of  1991.”  I  would 
gladly  sign  into  law  responsible  legislation 
that  does  not  threaten  the  economic  recov¬ 
ery  and  its  associated  job  creation,  a  fact 
that  members  of  my  Administration  and  I 
have  repeatedly  made  clear.  We  have 
worked  diligently  with  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  encourage  them  to  adopt  a  well- 
crafted  alternative  program  of  extended  un¬ 
employment  benefits  that  is  paid  for,  as  re¬ 
quired  under  the  bipartisan  budget  agree¬ 
ment.  Unfortunately,  the  Congress  has  re¬ 
jected  this  alternative  and  ignored  my  call 
for  passage  of  measures  that  will  increase 
the  Nation’s  competitiveness,  productivity, 
and  growth. 

The  Administration  is  deeply  concerned 
about  the  needs  of  the  unemployed  and 
their  families.  It  is  essential  that  we  take 
responsible  actions  to  ensure  that  the  eco¬ 
nomic  recovery  continues  and  strengthens, 
creating  new  employment  opportunities. 

If  a  bill  providing  unemployment  benefits 
in  a  responsible  manner — financed  under 
the  budget  agreement — reached  my  desk,  it 
would  be  signed  immediately  so  we  could 
provide  real  additional  benefits  to  the  un¬ 
employed. 

S.  1722  would  effectively  destroy  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  bipartisan  budget  agreement 
and  put  into  place  a  poorly  designed,  un¬ 
necessarily  expensive  program  that  would 
significantly  increase  the  Federal  deficit. 
Enactment  of  S.  1722  would  signal  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  budget  discipline,  which  would  have 
a  negative  effect  on  financial  markets  that 
could  threaten  economic  recovery  and  lead 


to  increased  unemployment.  This  legislation 
would  not  well  serve  the  unemployed  or 
our  Nation’s  taxpayers. 

S.  1722  violates  essential  elements  of  last 
year’s  bipartisan  budget  agreement.  It  does 
not  include  offsets  for  costs  that  the  Con¬ 
gress  projects  at  $6.5  billion  during  fiscal 
years  1992-1995.  Instead,  it  simply  adds  this 
cost  to  the  Federal  deficit  by  requiring  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  be  treated  as 
“emergency  requirements”  designated  by 
the  President  and  the  Congress  under  the 
Balanced  Budget  and  Emergency  Deficit 
Control  Act  of  1985.  This  breaches  the 
budget  agreement  by  denying  me  the  inde¬ 
pendent  authority  to  determine  when  an 
emergency  exists,  thereby  removing  a  key 
safeguard  for  enforcing  budget  discipline. 

In  addition,  S.  1722  is  substantively 
flawed.  It  would  establish  a  new,  temporary 
Federal  program  providing  three  tiers  of 
extended  unemployment  benefits.  This 
complex,  cumbersome  system  could  slow 
reemployment  and  would  result  in  benefit 
delays,  payment  inaccuracies,  and  escalating 
administrative  costs.  Moreover,  the  bill  in¬ 
appropriately  abandons  the  measure  of  un¬ 
employment  that  has  historically  been  used 
to  trigger  extended  benefits,  substituting  an 
overly  broad  measure  that  is  not  based 
upon  the  target  group — insured  workers. 

The  Administration  will  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  alternative  legislation  that  effectively 
addresses  the  needs  of  the  unemployed 
while  also  maintaining  the  budget  discipline 
that  is  imperative  to  the  prospects  of  future 
employment  and  economic  growth. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  11,  1991. 
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Office,  December  12. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  at  Holly  Hills  Country  Club  in  Ijamsville, 

Maryland 

October  13,  1991 


The  President  Sunday.  I’m  out  here  to 
relax  Sunday  afternoon.  Like  a  lot  of  the 
rest  of  the  country,  I’ve  been  glued  to  the 
television,  and  needless  to  say,  I  thought 
Judge  Thomas  put  it  in  great  perspective 
yesterday.  And  my  heart  aches  for  him  and 
his  family.  But  I  saw  a  strong  man,  a  man 
that  has  my  full  confidence,  a  man  that  be¬ 
longs  on  the  Court,  and  I  believe  he  will 
make  it.  I  noticed  that  the  country  appears 
to  be  strongly  supporting  him.  So,  I’m  very 
pleased. 

Clarence  Thomas  Confirmation  Hearings 

Q.  Do  you  think  Anita  Hill  is  lying? 

The  President.  I  just  have  total  confidence 
in  Clarence  Thomas. 

Q.  What  about  the  whole  circus,  sir? 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  evi¬ 
dence  that  Anita  Hill  is  lying? 

The  President  - listening  to  the  testi¬ 

mony,  and  I  have  total  confidence  in  Judge 
Thomas. 

Q.  Judge  Thomas  said  yesterday  that  he’d 
been  killed  by  this.  Do  you  think  under  the 
circumstances  that  he  really  should  still  be 
on  the  Supreme  Court? 

The  President  Yes,  I  think  so.  And  thank 
God  he’s  decided  to  put  up  with  even  more 
abuse  and  go  through  more  of  this. 

The  American  people  know  fairness 
when  they  see  it,  and  they  know  that  this 
process  is  ridiculous.  And  they  know  it’s 
unfair  at  the  last  minute  to  have  a  charge 
like  this  leveled  against  a  man  that  served — 
been  confirmed  four  times  by  the  Senate.  I 
think  it’s  outrageous.  But  the  American 
people  are  fair.  They  appear  to  be  support¬ 
ing  Judge  Thomas.  I  certainly  am  support¬ 
ing  him,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  waver  one 
iota.  And  when  he  said,  “Yes,  I’m  going  to 
stay  in  there,  they’re  not  going  to  drive  me 
out  of  this,”  I  think  that  said  something  to 
the  American  people,  too. 

Q.  What  about  your  own  selective  proc¬ 
ess?  Do  you  really  know  the  people  you 
select? 

The  President  Yes.  In  this  instance,  I 


know  him  well. 

Q.  And  were  you  aware - 

The  President  Absolutely  not.  This  is  a 
last-minute  charge  that  came  out  that 
nobody  was  aware  of.  It  came  out  after  the 
hearings  were  concluded,  after  he’d  testi¬ 
fied.  And  of  course,  I  didn’t  know  that. 

Q.  Sir,  do  you  agree  that  he’s  under 
attack  from  special  interest  groups? 

The  President.  I  just  leave  it  that  he’s  got 
my  full  confidence.  And  I  was  rather  per¬ 
suaded  by  some  of  those  statements,  but 
I’m  not  going  to  go  into  all  that  right  here. 

Q.  What  about  the  process,  the  whole 
confirmation  process? 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  you  were  persuad¬ 
ed  by  them? 

The  President  That’s  all  I’m  going  to  say 
about  it,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United 
Press  International].  You  can  use  your  own 
imagination  on  it.  I  have  total  confidence  in 
Jack  Danforth,  for  example.  He  knows  this 
man.  I  know  this  man,  people  that  do  have 
total  confidence  in  his  honor  and  his  integ¬ 
rity.  And  so,  let  the  process  go  on.  I’m 
trying  to  stay  out  of  the  process  except  to 
express  my  full  support. 

I  think  when  it’s  over  I  owe  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  my  suggestions  as  to  how  to 
improve  this  process,  and  I  will  do  my  level 
best  to  provide - 

Q.  How  about  your  own  process? 

The  President - such  as  leaking  Feder¬ 

al,  FBI  reports.  We’re  going  to  have  a  new 
process  on  that,  I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  hold  those  tighter, 
Mr.  President? 

The  President.  I’ll  talk  about  that  at  an 
appropriate  time.  And  our  process  is  fine 
because  we’ve  selected  a  very,  very  good 
man.  And  a  lot  of  attacks  are  on  him,  but  it 
hasn’t  wavered  one  iota. 

Q.  What  about  the  racial  overtones  of  all 
of  this? 

The  President.  I  don’t  like  it.  I  don’t  like 
it.  I  think  he,  when  he  put  his  finger  on 
kind  of  stereotypical  images,  I  think  that  hit 
home  to  a  lot  of  people. 
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Q.  Some  critics  say  that  this  could  all 
have  been  avoided  if  there  would  be  more 
moderate  people - 

The  President.  Oh,  yes,  those  who  don’t 
want  a  judge  like  Judge  Thomas  on  the 
Court  have  said  that.  But  I’m  the  President. 
I  know  what  the  Constitution  says.  And  I 
will  appoint  those  who  I  think  are  the  best 
and  who  will  interpret  the  Constitution. 
And  I  believe  that’s  what  Judge  Thomas 
will  do.  Some  want  to  give  him  a  litmus  test 
on  individual  issues.  We  know  that.  You 
know  that.  I  know  that.  The  American 
people  know  that.  And  when  those  litmus 
tests  are  either  not  addressed  or  when 
they’re  not  passed,  some  groups  are  going 
to  rant  and  rave  and  go  after  him  with 
anything  they  can  bring  to  bear  on  the 
process. 

Look,  nobody  is  naive  in  all  of  this. 

Q.  You  don’t  think  the  American  people 
should  have  knbwn  what  was  in  that  FBI 
report,  is  that  what  you’re  saying? 

The  President  No,  I  think  FBI  reports, 
because  they  contain  raw  allegations,  unfin¬ 
ished  intelligence,  should  not  be  released  to 
the  American  people.  And  the  release  of 
them  violated  the  rules  of  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Q.  Should  they  be  held  accountable? 

Q.  Did  you  watch  Professor  Hill’s  testimo¬ 
ny,  Mr.  President,  and  if  so,  what  did  you 
think? 

The  President  I  saw  some  of  it.  And  I’m 
going  to  stand  strongly  in  support  of  my 
nominee.  I  believe  he  deserves  to  be  con¬ 
firmed. 

Q.  Then  you  think  that  she’s  not  telling 
the  truth. 

The  President  I  believe  that  Judge 
Thomas  is  telling  the  truth  all  out.  Yes,  he 
is. 

Q.  What  should  happen  to  those  who  re¬ 
leased  the  FBI  reports? 

Q.  He  says  he  would  never  have  accepted 
if  he’d  known  this  was  going  to  happen. 

Q.  What  should  happen  to  those  who  re¬ 
leased  those  FBI  reports? 

The  President  Well,  in  a  sense,  that’s  a 
matter  for  the  Senate.  But  it  also  comes 
under  the  heading  of  my  business  inasmuch 
as  the  FBI  is  part  of  the  executive  branch. 

Q.  He  says  that  he  would  never  have  ac¬ 
cepted  your  nomination  if  he’d  realized  he 


would  go  through  this.  Do  you  feel  any 
regret  or  feel  any  guilt - 

The  President  No. 

Q.  - that  you  subjected  him  to  this? 

The  President  No,  and  I  think  that  what 
he’s  saying  is  he  never  dreamed  that  this — 
his  family  and  him  would  be  brutalized  in 
this  manner. 

You  know,  I  remember  talking  to  him  at 
Kennebunkport  about  this,  saying,  “You 
know,  you’re  going  to  go  through  a  tough 
ordeal  here.”  I  remember  the  day  well  and 
the  conversation  well,  sitting  back  in  our 
little  bedroom  back  there.  I  took  him  back 
alone  and  discussed  this  with  him.  But  I 
don’t  think  either  one  of  us  dreamed  how 
bad  it  would  be. 

You  know,  there’s  something  wrong  when 
you  parade  this  kind  of  charge  in  front  of 
the  American  people  and  with  this  defini¬ 
tion.  There’s  ways  to  consider  this  kind  of 
thing. 

Q.  Does  that  mean  you  don’t  take  this 
charge  seriously,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  It  means  I  think  the 
system — I  agree  with  what  Senator  Dan- 
forth  said  about  it.  And  I  think  most  Sena¬ 
tors  feel  a  certain  uncleanliness  about  all  of 
this  right  now.  I’m  pretty  sure  they  do. 

Q.  Do  you  take  the  charge  seriously  of 
sexual  harassment? 

The  President  Of  course,  I  would.  But  I 
also  know  what  the  law  says  about  sexual 
harassment,  and  I  also  think  that  everybody 
should  take  the  charge  seriously.  But  that 
doesn’t  mean  I’m  not  a  little  like  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  when  I  say,  hey,  these  hearings 
went  on  for — the  nomination  was  made  106 
or  107  days  ago,  and  if  this  was  as  egre¬ 
gious,  the  charge  as  egregious  as  is  now 
leveled,  how  come  the  normal  behavior  for 
10  years?  How  come  the  last-minute  charge 
brought  before  the  American  people?  I 
mean,  I  don’t  understand  that. 

Q.  I  know,  that’s  why - 

The  President  Well,  they  could  well  be, 
but  10  years  is  a  long  time,  Helen.  And  you 
have  105  days  of  purgatory  for  this  man.  So 
I  don’t - 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  he  would  have  had 
a  clear  sailing  had  these  charges  not - 

The  President  Well,  no,  I  don’t  think  so.  I 
think  that  many  Senators — for  philosophical 
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reasons — not  for  ethical  reasons,  not  for  rea¬ 
sons  of  character  but  for  philosophical  rea¬ 
sons — had  said  they  wouldn’t  vote  for  him. 
No,  I  don’t  think  it  would  have  been  clear 
sailing.  I  think  he  would  have  passed, 
though,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  statute  of  limitations 
should  be  over  on  this  even  if  he  did  do 
these  things? 

The  President.  Of  course,  it’s  over.  But 
that  doesn’t — she’s  not  bringing  a  legal  case, 
as  I  understand  it.  The  rules  are  very  clear. 
You  heard  the  testimony,  and  I  heard  the 
testimony.  Sexual  harassment  is  bad,  but  I 
have  a  funny  feeling  here  that  this  is  not  all 
that’s  at  stake  here.  And  like  the  American 
people,  I’m  troubled  by  this,  very  troubled 
by  it,  but  strongly  in  support  of  Judge 
Thomas. 

Q.  You  don’t  think  he  ever  thought  about 
the  abortion  case  in  any  sense? 

The  President.  I  just  stand  by  the  testimo¬ 
ny,  Helen. 

Q.  Sir,  since  Bork,  these  types  of  hearings 
have  gotten  dirtier  and  dirtier. 

The  President.  They  have. 

Q.  What  can  be  changed? 

The  President.  Well,  maybe  that’s  some¬ 
thing  good  that  will  come  because  I  think 
the  people  will  demand  of  the  Senate  some¬ 
thing  that’s  a  little  more  proprietary  than 
this. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  recommend  changes? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  will.  But  I  don’t 
know  how - 

Q.  How  do  you  influence  that? 

The  President.  Well,  I’ve  got  a  good  way 
of  talking  to  the  American  people  and 
asking  for  their  support  when  I  feel  strongly 
about  something. 

Q .  Mr.  President,  several  times  you’ve 
said  now  that  more  is  at  stake  than  her 
testimony.  Could  you  be  more  specific 
about  what  you  think  is  going  on,  about 
what’s  behind - 

The  President.  No.  I’ve  stated  exactly 
what  I  want  to  say  on  this.  Nice  try,  though. 
You  want  to  get  me  into  every  fight  up 
there,  and  I  don’t  want  to  be  in  it.  I  don’t 
want  to - 

Q.  Well,  you  are. 

The  President.  No,  I’m  not. 

Q.  This  is  why  you’re  standing  here. 

The  President.  Well,  you  were  yelling  at 


me.  [Laughter]  I  didn’t  want  to  leave  you 
standing  here.  I  didn’t  invite  you  out  here. 
You  don’t  have  to — go  on  home  and  leave 
me,  let  me  play  golf  on  Sunday.  That’s  fine 
with  me,  Helen.  And  I  think  the  American 
people  would  understand  that,  too,  that 
you’ve  got  your  job  to  do,  and  I’ve  got  mine 
to  do. 

Q.  Come  on,  you’d  be  lonely  without  us. 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  No,  I  must  admit,  if  I 
didn’t  see  you  on  the  first  tee,  which  I  hope 
you  won’t  be  on,  I’d  be  lonely  without  you. 
I  agree.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Is  Gates  going  to  make  it  on  Friday? 

The  President.  Just  don’t  put  me  under 
oath  on  that. 

Q.  How  about  the  last  one? 

The  President.  The  last  tee?  Depending 
on  how  I  do.  If  I’m  grumpy  and  have  been 
shanking  them - 

Q.  Go  home.  You  don’t  want  to  be  out 
here.  It’s  too  cold. 

Q.  We  came  to  tell  you  what’s  going  on 
in  the  hearings. 

The  President.  Yes,  you  can,  but  I  brought 
a  little  set  so  I  can  tune  in  from  hole  to  hole 
out  there. 

Q.  Have  you  really? 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  really,  a  TV  set? 

The  President.  No,  it’s  a  little  radio. 

Q. - saw  it? 

The  President.  No,  I’ve  watched  some  of 
it,  not  all  of  it,  some  of  it. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  that  he  didn’t 
watch  it? 

The  President.  No,  I  think,  I  certainly  un¬ 
derstand  that.  I  certainly  understand  that. 
Who  wants  to  hear  his  family  and  good 
name  castigated  over  and  over  again  and 
dragged  through  the  mud? 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  him  at  all 
since - 

The  President  I  had  him  down  to  the 
White  House  the  other  day;  not  since  that, 
no. 

Any  others?  Because  this  is  the  last  shot 
at  me.  This  is  the  last  shot. 

Q.  Any  plans  to  talk  to  him  today? 

The  President  No  plans,  but  it  could 
happen.  But  I  have  no  plans,  no. 
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Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  What  are  the  chances  of  a  Middle  East 
peace  conference  by  the  end  of  the  month? 

The  President  Now  we’re  talking  sub¬ 
stance,  foreign  relations  here.  Let’s  see.  I 
don’t  know  how  to  rate  the  odds  on  that. 
But  I  do  know  that  most  perspective  par¬ 
ticipants  want  to  go  to  the  table,  and  that’s 
quite  different  than  it  used  to  be.  So,  I’m 
somewhat  hopeful  that  Secretary  Baker  can 
move  this  forward  now.  It’s  come  a  long 
way,  we’ve  forgotten  that,  a  long,  long  way. 

Q.  How  about  a - 

The  President  One  more  question,  this 
counts  as  a  full-scale  press  conference. 
[Laughter]  It  does.  Come  on,  this  has  been 
15,  how  many  questions? 

Q.  This  is  the  19th  hole. 

The  President  No,  it’s  not.  [Laughter] 

Q.  You’re  a  nice  and  accessible  President. 
How - 

The  President  Thank  you,  thank  you, 
Helen.  Did  you  get  that,  did  you  guys  pick 
that  up?  [Laughter] 

Nuclear  Test  Ban 

Q *  How  about  the  summit  on  the  nuclear 
test  ban? 

The  President  With  particular  emphasis 
on  nice.  What? 

Q.  Will  there  be  any  meeting  with  Gorba¬ 
chev,  maybe  in  Rome  at  the  NATO  meet¬ 
ing,  or  anything  like  that?  Nuclear  test  ban? 

The  President  Oh,  there  is  no  decision 
taken  on  the  NATO  meeting.  And  there 
will  be  a  lot  of  communication  with  the 
Soviets  on  the  proposals,  and  then  I  think, 
at  some  time,  a  meeting  with  the  Soviet 
leaders  might  be  appropriate. 

Q. - like  Malta? 

The  President  Come  on.  [Laughter] 
You’re  having  this  developed  that  these  Re¬ 
publics  are  having  an  increasingly  large  say 
in  the — and  want  to  have  an  increasingly 
large  say.  So,  it’s  a  little  early  to  say  exactly 
how  such  a  meeting  would  be  put  together. 

Q.  So,  it  could  be  more  than  Gorbachev? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  you’re  find¬ 
ing,  that  I’m  finding  that  these  Republic 
leaders  are  wanting  more  and  more  say 
over  nuclear  weapons  in  their  territory. 

Q.  They’re  coming  closer  to  a  union 
treaty,  it  looks  like,  on - 

The  President  Well,  I  think  that  would  be 


a  good  thing.  And  it’s  mainly  on  the  eco¬ 
nomic  side.  But  as  I’ve  long  stated,  to  give 
the  economic  support,  the  humanitarian 
support,  food  support,  why,  they  have  to 
sort  out  these  differences  between  them. 

Clarence  Thomas  Confirmation  Hearings 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  Thomas,  you  saw  a 
lot  of  these  charges  in  the  ’88  campaign 
leveled  at  Dan  Quayle.  What  goes  through 
your  mind  when  you  see  this  again? 

The  President  What  goes  through  my 
mind  is  I  wish  the  political  process  weren’t 
quite  this  ugly.  Because  how  do  you  attract 
really  first-class  people  like  Clarence 
Thomas  if  they  feel  that  in  one  way  or  an¬ 
other  they’re  going  to  be  brutalized,  and  if 
they  feel  that,  even  at  the  last  minute  after 
the  hearings  are  closed  and  there’s  been 
105  days  since  the  nomination,  that  some¬ 
body  can  come  forward  with  the  charge?  I 
think  it  makes  it  hard. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  like  to  look  at  the 
glass  half-full,  and  maybe  out  of  this  some 
procedural  changes  will  be  made  that  will 
protect  the  family,  for  example,  and  make  it 
easier.  But  you  ask  what  I  think:  I  think  it’s 
pretty  rough,  that  public  service  can  be 
pretty  ugly.  And  a  lot  of  good  men  and 
women  say,  “I  don’t  need  this.  I  don’t  want 
to  serve  my  country  if  this  is  what  it  takes, 
if  my  family  has  a  chance  at  being  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  process.” 

So,  that’s  one  of  the  downsides,  I  think, 
the  enormous  downsides  of  all  of  this. 

Political  Campaigns 

Q.  Is  that  true  also  of  political  campaigns? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  That  there  may  be  a  “take  no  prison¬ 
ers”  attitude? 

The  President  Yes.  That’s  true  of  a  lot  of 
things  about  public  life. 

Q.  Democrats  felt  that  the  Willie  Horton 
ads  didn’t  raise  the  tenor  of  campaigning  in 
’88. 

The  President  Yes.  They  have  a  point, 
but  they  missed  the  point  of  Willie  Horton. 
It  wasn’t  anything  to  do  with  race.  It  was  to 
do  with  murderers  being  let  out  of  jail  to 
commit  crimes  again.  And  that’s  all  it  was 
about. 

But  you’re  right.  The  opposition  picked 
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up  on  that  and  tried  to  make  something 
ugly  of  it.  And  so,  it’s  too  bad.  I  mean,  I 
think  those  things  are  difficult.  But  the  issue 
was  a  very  valid  issue.  It  had  to  do  with 
what  kind  of  furlough  policy  you  wanted. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  think  it  tainted  your  cam¬ 
paign? 

The  President.  Some  think  so.  I  don’t 
think  so.  I  think  the  American  people  saw 
right  through  it  and  agreed  with  me  in 
terms  of  these  furloughs.  They  don’t  want  a 
man  that  is  put  into  jail,  supposedly  without 
parole,  being  released,  and  that’s  what  hap¬ 
pened,  to  go  out  and  commit  another  crime 
in  another  State.  And  that’s  all  it  was  about. 

But,  yes,  when  it’s  picked  up  and  made 
into  something  racist  and  nasty,  I  think 
that’s  too  bad.  But  I  don’t  think  that  has 
anything  to  do  with  what’s  happening 
today.  I  think  this  thing  is  so  much — that 
was  on  an  issue,  and  I  don’t  think  any¬ 
body — 

Q.  Well,  what  is  the  crux  then?  What  do 
you  think  is  the  basis  of  the  opposition? 

The  President  To  what? 

Q.  To  what? 

Q.  To  this  nomination  that  you’ve  made. 

The  President.  Well,  I’d  just  let  every 
American  make  up  his  or  her  own  mind  as 
to  what  the  crux  is.  Many  have  stated  it: 
philosophical  <  pposition.  Many  of  the  judges 
have.  I  thought  that  Joe  Biden  had  a  com¬ 
ment  like  that.  I  understand  that.  He  has 
every  right  to  do  that;  he’s  a  Senator.  But 
some  to  get  their  way  will  go  the  ultimate 
in  trying  to  drag  someone  through  the  mud 
and - 

Q. - campaign? 

The  President.  What  do  you  mean  by 
that? 

Q.  Will  you  counterattack  when  they 
attack - 

The  President.  Sure,  when  they  go  after 
me,  I’ll  go  right  back  after  them,  if  I  decide 
to  run.  And  I  told  you  I  will  let  you  know 
when  the  candidacy  becomes  formal.  I 
don’t  want  to  get  out  ahead  of  all  these 
legal  arrangements. 

q  - could  do  it  now. 

The  President.  No,  but  it’s  too  small  a 
crowd.  If  I  do  that,  I  want  a  great  big 
crowd.  And  I  don’t  want  the  golf  course  in 
the  background,  maybe.  [Laughter]  Al¬ 
though  this  is  Sunday - 


Q.  That  could  make - 

The  President.  No,  that’s  all  right.  But  this 
is  Sunday.  A  lot  of  Americans  watched  the 
Ryder  Cup,  and  now  they  can  see  the  other 
extreme  out  here,  about  to  tee  it  up. 

But  this  idea  of  changing  your  life,  not 
showing  up  at  golf  because  I  might  be 
afraid  you’d  ask  me  questions  on  the  golf 
course — not  for  me.  Look,  I’m  going  to  get 
my  exercise  the  way  I  want.  I  work  hard. 
I’m  going  to  continue  to  work  hard.  And 
the  fact  that  this  is  a  nice  setting  out  here — 
the  only  regret  I’ve  got  is  they  dragged  you 
all  the  way  out  from  Washington.  But  let  it 
be  said,  nobody  had  to  show  up. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  play  with  Mrs.  Bush 
today? 

The  President.  She’s  playing  in  another 
very  important  match  right  behind  us 
today. 

Q.  We  wanted  to  show  up.  We  didn’t 
know  that  you  were  going  to  hold  a  news 
conference. 

The  President.  I  want  credit  for  a  full 
news  conference. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  This  is  a  full 
one. 

The  President.  This  is  it.  I  may  not — it  is  a 
full  one.  Anymore,  because  I’m  leaving.  I 
want  everybody  to  have  exhausted — domes¬ 
tic  policy,  you  said?  The  education  pro¬ 
gram?  Yes,  I’m  very  much  interested  in 
that.  And  we  will  continue  to  push  for 
America  2000.  And  I  hope  we  can  get  a 
good  crime  bill. 

Q.  - are  you  sorry  you  vetoed  the  un¬ 

employment? 

The  President.  And  I  hope  we  can  get  a 
good  transportation  bill.  And  how  I’d 
like - 

Unemployment  Compensation  Bill 

Q.  - are  you  sorry  you  vetoed  the  un¬ 

employment? 

The  President.  No.  Because  now  I’d  like 
to  get  a  good  unemployment  compensation 
bill  that  is  not  going  to  break  the  backs  of 
those  who  are  employed.  I’m  concerned 
about  the  unemployed,  and  I’m  concerned 
about  those  families  in  America  that  are 
having  difficulty  making  ends  meet.  And 
what  we  don’t  need  to  do  is  get  this  deficit 
higher  and,  thus,  put  the  burden  on  the 


1289 


Oct  13  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


back  of  the  middle  class  or  lower  middle 
class,  people  that  have  jobs  and  are  barely 
making  ends  meet. 

So,  I  want  a  good  unemployment  com¬ 
pensation  bill,  but  I  want  one  that  is  not 
going  to  bust  the  budget  agreement. 

Q.  So,  what’s  going  to  happen  to  these 
people? 

The  President  So  it  will  work.  They  ought 
to  send  me  a  good  bill.  They  can  do  it 
tomorrow  if  they  want  to,  if  they  work  on 
Monday.  But  I  think  tomorrow  is  a  holiday. 
Make  that  Tuesday.  And  they  could  get  it 
down  there  in  24  hours,  because  I’m  not 
going  to  sign  a  bad  one,  and  I  will  sign  a 
good  one.  And  we’ve  got  a  good  one  on  the 
Hill,  and  it’s  within  the  budget.  And  it 
won’t  result  inevitably  in  higher  taxes  on 
the  American  people. 

Q.  Why  can’t  you  use  the  money  that’s  in 
the  budget  for  this  particular  reason? 

The  President  No,  you  can’t  do  it  because 
you  have  to  declare  an  emergency,  and  I’m 
not  going  to  do  that  because  I  want  to  have 
it  within  the  budget  agreement.  And  that’s 
why,  and  we  can  do  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  poll  last  week  said 
that  a  lot  of  people  do  not  like  the  way 
you’re  handling  the  economy. 

The  President  I  noticed  that,  and  I’ve  got 
to  do  something  about  it. 

Q. - trouble  you  at  all? 

The  President  Yes,  it  did. 

Q.  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 

The  President  Get  a  good  bill  I  can  sign, 
by  beating  back  bad  bills.  So,  if  the  Demo¬ 
crats  now  want  to  not  play  politics,  they’ll 
send  me  a  good  unemployment  compensa¬ 
tion  bill,  one  that  shows  concern  for  people 
out  of  work;  one  also  that  is  paid  for  under 
the  budget  agreement,  like  the  one  we’ve 
got  on  the  Hill. 

But  I  think  I’ve  got  to  do  more.  And  of 
course,  this  is  a  political  season.  They’re 
pounding  me  on  that  now,  and  sometimes 
that  gets  through  to  the  American  people.  I 
happen  to  think  that  we’ve  got  a  good  do¬ 
mestic  program,  but  the  point  is  we’ve  got 
to  keep  reiterating  it  over  and  over  again. 

Q.  Well,  you’ve  got  to  admit  that  the 
economy  is  really  bad. 

The  President  Fortunately,  it’s  less  bad 
than  it  was.  And  yes,  as  long  as  one  Ameri¬ 
can  is  out  of  work  and  hurting,  everybody 


has  got  to  be  concerned  about  that,  inch* 
ing  me,  and  I  am. 

Clarence  Thomas  Confirmation  Hearings 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  that  two-to-or 
margin  in  the  Post  poll  that  people  belie\ 
Thomas  over  Hill? 

The  President  No,  I  wasn’t  surprised, 
wasn’t  surprised.  I  was  pleased. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  Thomas’s  chanc< 
are  now? 

The  President  I  don’t  know.  I  don 
know.  I  don’t  think  they’re — I  haven’t  see 
any  vote  count.  I’m  not  sure  there  are  b 
cause  this  thing  is  kind  of  in  a  state  of  beir 
decided  here.  So,  I  don’t  know.  I’d  like  1 
think  that  they  are  good.  But  in  terms  < 
what’s  good  or  not,  in  terms  of  the  chance 
I  don’t  know.  But  I  have  no  regrets  aboi 
putting  this  good  man  forward.  I  have  lo 
of  regrets  about  what  happened  to  hir 
And  I  really  feel  hurt  about  it,  mainly  i 
identifying,  trying  to  empathize  with  h 
family,  and  also,  to  some  degree,  with  tl 
process.  I  think  a  lot  of  Americans  felt  kin 
of  unclean  watching  this  and  kind  of  hu 
and  troubled  by  it.  I  know  I  did.  I  know  rr 
family  did. 

Not  to  say,  Helen,  that  somebody  doesr 
have  a  right  to  come  out  and  all  that.  Bi 
there’s  something  ugly  about  it. 

Q.  Well,  what  about  her  and  her  famib 

The  President  Yes,  she  didn’t  have  i 
come  forward  at  the  last  minute.  She  didr 
want  to  be  made  public  like  this.  Do  yc 
remember?  She  asked  that  it  not  be  don 
So  therefore - 

Q.  And  she  would  have  taken  a  lie-dete 
tor  test - 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  see  them  both  tal 
lie-detector  tests? 

The  President  No,  because  I’ve  passe 
the  point  where  I  think — I  don’t  want  to  1 
in  a  position  of  advocating  that  every  non 
nee  takes  a  lie-detector  test.  And  I  dor 
think  any  responsible  elements  are  suggej 
ing  that.  And  I  think  it’s  a  stupid  idea. 

But  when  you  question — if  the  idea 
challenging  the  word  of  one  over  anothe 
to  use  the  lie-detector  test  in  that  way, 
reject  it. 


1290 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Oct.  14 


World  Series 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  the  World  Series? 

The  President  Stay  tuned.  I  don’t  know. 
We  don’t  know  yet.  I’d  love  to,  though. 

Q.  Do  you  like  Atlanta  because - 

The  President.  What? 

Q.  Atlanta. 

The  President.  Hey,  listen.  I’ve  got  to  go 
to  work  now. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  play  9  holes  or  18? 

The  President.  Eighteen,  maybe  27. 

Q.  Oh,  my! 

Q.  You’re  joking,  you’re  not  going  to  play 
27.  [Laughter] 

The  President  - Kennebunkport — 

come  on,  guys,  I’ve  got  to  go. 

Q.  That’s  the  great  American  people. 

The  President  That’s  why  I’m  standing 
here.  [Laughter] 

Q.  They  vote. 


The  President  Okay,  we’ll  see  you  all.  So 
long. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  12  noon  on 
the  golf  course.  During  the  exchange  the 
following  persons  were  referred  to:  Clarence 
Thomas,  nominee  for  Supreme  Court  Associ¬ 
ate  Justice;  University  of  Oklahoma  law 
professor  Anita  Hill,  who  testified  before 
the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  during  the 
Thomas  confirmation  hearing  on  October 
11;  Senator  John  C.  Danforth;  Robert  H. 
Bork,  nominee  for  Supreme  Court  Associate 
Justice  in  1987;  Robert  M.  Gates,  nominee 
for  Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director; 
and  Willie  Horton,  a  convicted  criminal 
whose  furlough  became  a  campaign  issue  in 
the  1988  Presidential  election.  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  these  remarks. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Supreme  Court  Nomination  of 
Clarence  Thomas 
October  14,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  did  you  personally 
approve  the  idea  of  the  attacks  on  Anita 
Hill? 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  make  any  phone 
calls,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  I’m  not  going  to  have  yet 
another  press  conference,  but  I  will  say  this: 
I  am  very  pleased  with  the  way  the  support 
all  across  the  country  is  holding  strong  for 
Judge  Thomas.  It  is  important  to  note  that 
among  Afro-Americans,  black  Americans, 


that  the  support  is  very,  very  strong.  That  is 
significant  and,  I  think,  highly  important. 
So,  it  appears  to  be  holding,  and  now  a  vote 
will  take  place.  And  I  think  that  is  about  all 
I  care  to  say  about  it  right  now. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  1:30  p.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  of  the  White  House  upon 
the  President’s  arrival  from  Camp  David.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
Recipient  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi 
October  14,  1991 


We  applaud  the  Nobel  Prize  Committee’s 
decision  to  award  the  1991  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  to  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi  (Owng  Sahn  Soo 
Chee).  Her  leadership  of  the  Non-Violent 
Movement  for  Democratic  Reform  in 


Burma  is  in  the  best  tradition  of  previous 
winners  of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize.  She  is 
the  leader  of  the  opposition  National 
League  for  Democracy  party  which  swept 
to  victory  in  the  1990  national  elections. 
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Arrested  because  of  her  political  activi¬ 
ties,  she  has  been  held  incommunicado 
under  house  arrest  for  over  2  years.  Even 
her  husband  and  her  children  have  not 
been  allowed  to  visit  her.  Her  courage  and 
her  sacrifice  are  an  inspiration  to  all  who 
believe  in  democratic  principles  and  gov¬ 
ernment.  Her  continued  detention  without 
trial  is  the  most  obvious  sign  of  the  repres¬ 


sive  manner  in  which  the  Burmese  military 
maintains  its  rule. 

The  United  States  once  again  urges  the 
Burmese  military  regime  to  transfer  power 
to  the  duly  elected  civilian  government  and 
release  all  political  prisoners,  including  this 
year’s  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner,  Aung  San 
Suu  Kyi. 


Remarks  at  the  Welcoming  Ceremony  for  Amir  ‘Isa  Khalifa  of 

Bahrain 

October  15,  1991 


The  President.  Your  Highness,  it  is  my 
great  honor  to  welcome  you  to  the  White 
House  today  and  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
consult  with  you  on  the  many  challenges 
that  face  our  two  countries  and  to  convey 
my  heartfelt  thanks  to  you,  a  valued  coali¬ 
tion  partner.  Bahrain  has  been  a  firm  friend 
and  a  close  ally  for  half  a  century  but  never 
more  than  in  this  past  year  as  we’ve  stood 
together  to  turn  back  aggression. 

Your  Highness,  we  spoke  together  many 
times  in  the  aftermath  of  August  2d  and  at 
key  moments  during  Desert  Storm,  and 
never  once  did  you  waver.  Always  you 
stood  strong  and  resolute.  From  its  strategic 
position  in  the  Gulf,  Bahrain  served  as  a  key 
staging  point  in  Desert  Storm.  Your  air 
force,  the  Bahraini  Air  Force,  helped  the 
coalition  secure  the  air  superiority  so  deci¬ 
sive  to  victory.  Bahrain  endured  Scud  at¬ 
tacks,  shook  off  Saddam’s  desperate  attempt 
to  sow  terror,  and  emerged  each  time  more 
determined  to  prevail.  Your  Highness,  your 
country’s  conduct  in  this  crisis  is  a  credit  to 
your  leadership  and  to  the  courage  of  the 
people  of  Bahrain. 

Just  as  we  joined  forces  to  liberate 
Kuwait,  common  action  remains  a  key  to 
meeting  the  challenges  we  face  today.  In  a 
few  minutes,  we’ll  begin  our  meetings, 
building  on  the  common  ground  we  share. 
And  let  me  focus  now  on  our  approach  to 
Iraq,  and  let  me  state  our  position  in  the 
simplest  possible  terms.  Saddam  Hussein 
will  not  scorn  the  will  of  the  world.  Iraq 
must  never  again  threaten  its  neighbors. 


We  will  keep  the  pressure  on  until  we  are 
satisfied  that  all  of  Saddam’s  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  and  the  means  to  deliver 
them  have  been  destroyed,  until  a  new 
leadership  in  Iraq  stands  ready  to  live  in 
peace  with  its  neighbors. 

Your  Highness,  as  leader  of  a  country  that 
knows  too  well  what  it  means  to  be  men¬ 
aced  by  Saddam,  I  know  you  join  me  in 
looking  ahead  to  the  day  Iraq  closes  this  sad 
chapter  in  its  history  and  joins  the  cause  of 
peace.  I’ve  said  many  times,  and  I’ll  repeat 
it  here,  that  our  quarrel  has  never  been 
with  the  people  of  Iraq. 

The  United  States,  in  concert  with  the 
United  Nations,  has  proposed  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  program  allowing  Iraq  to  resume  oil 
exports  to  fund  the  purchase  of  food  and 
medicine.  But  the  international  community 
deserves  to  know  with  certainty  that  the 
food  and  medicine  purchased  under  this 
plan  reach  the  people  of  Iraq  rather  than 
Saddam’s  armed  forces.  This  program  can 
go  forward  the  instant  Saddam  Hussein  ac¬ 
cepts  U.N.  Resolutions  706  and  712  and 
puts  in  place  a  U.N. -supervised  system  to 
monitor  oil  exports  and  food  distribution. 

History  teaches  that  the  consequences  of 
war  echo  far  beyond  the  battlefield.  Our 
coalition  in  the  Gulf  war  did  more  than 
defeat  an  aggressor.  Our  common  effort 
created  new  opportunities  for  lasting  peace 
throughout  the  Middle  East.  All  Americans 
hope  to  see  this  region,  so  long  driven  by 
war,  blessed  by  peace.  In  that  spirit,  the 
United  States  supports  Bahrain’s  decision  to 
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participate  along  with  its  GCC  partners  in 
the  upcoming  peace  conference.  This  readi¬ 
ness,  this  willingness  to  reach  out  strength¬ 
ens  the  prospect  for  the  only  peace  that  can 
endure,  a  fair  and  comprehensive  peace  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all  parties  in  the  region. 

Your  Highness,  from  the  moment  the  first 
American  engineers  arrived  in  your  country 
to  help  develop  your  oil  resources  some  60 
years  ago,  our  countries  have  worked  to¬ 
gether  in  many  ways.  Our  discussions  today 
will  touch  on  all  aspects  of  our  relations, 
from  investment  opportunities  to  security 
cooperation.  And,  as  always,  we  seek  to 
build  on  common  ground,  on  the  good  will 
of  nations  that  have  worked  together  in  the 
past,  the  good  will  that  gives  us  faith  in  a 
better  future. 

Once  again,  Your  Highness,  it  is  my  pleas¬ 
ure  to  meet  with  you  today  for  what  I’m 
confident  will  be  productive  discussions. 
Welcome  to  the  White  House,  and  may 
God  bless  the  people  of  Bahrain. 

The  Amir.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  pleasure 
for  me  to  be  visiting  this  great  country  at 
your  kind  invitation.  And  I  sincerely  appre¬ 
ciate  the  warmth  and  the  friendship  shown 
to  myself  and  to  my  delegation.  It’s  also 
given  me  great  pleasure,  Mr.  President,  to 
extend  to  you  and  to  all  the  American 
people  my  heartfelt  greetings  and  the 
warm  wishes  of  the  people  of  Bahrain. 

During  my  visit  here,  I’m  looking  forward 
to  renewing  our  longstanding  and  mutual 
valued  friendship,  to  exchanging  views  on 
matters  of  mutual  interest  to  our  two  coun¬ 
tries.  The  links  between  the  United  States 
and  Bahrain  have  developed  in  many  fields 
for  well  over  half  a  century.  The  coopera¬ 
tion  between  our  two  countries  first  began 
in  the  1940’s  and  has  strengthened  consid¬ 
erably  since  then,  more  particularly  so 
during  the  last  decade. 

Through  the  Iran-Iraq  war,  we  worked 
closely  together  to  insure  freedom  of  navi¬ 
gation  in  the  Arabian  Gulf.  And  more  re¬ 
cently,  as  a  part  of  a  multinational  effort  to 
reverse  the  Iraqi  aggression  against  Kuwait, 
our  people  and  forces  were  united  as  never 
before.  This  experience  will  never  be  for¬ 
gotten  and  has  formed  a  deep  bond  be¬ 
tween  our  two  countries. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  sincerely  thank 
you,  Mr.  President,  and  the  American 


people  for  your  courageous  stand  against 
aggression  and  for  your  determination  that 
right  and  justice  should  prevail.  Your  stand 
in  the  multinational  effort  is  undoubtedly  a 
major  positive  contribution  to  future  inter¬ 
national  relations. 

The  association  between  the  United 
States  and  Bahrain  stands  as  an  example  of 
what  can  be  achieved  irrespective  of  physi¬ 
cal  size,  distance  apart,  or  cultural  differ¬ 
ences  when  good  will  and  cooperation  exist 
on  both  sides.  It  is  our  duty  to  continue  to 
work  together  and  through  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  to  ensure  that  peace  and  stability  pre¬ 
vails  between  all  nations.  Mr.  President,  the 
world  is  currently  witnessing  major  political 
and  ideological  changes,  and  we  must  all 
assure  that  the  rules  of  law  and  civilized 
conduct  are  not  overshadowed  during  these 
transformations. 

As  a  superpower,  the  United  States  has  a 
major  role  to  play  in  this  respect.  I  would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity,  Mr.  President, 
to  praise  you  and  your  administration  for 
your  commitment  to  reducing  confronta¬ 
tion  and  to  promoting  peace  and  coopera¬ 
tion  through  the  world.  We  have  recently 
witnessed  the  end  of  cold  war,  following 
the  rapid  collapse  of  historic  East-West  con¬ 
frontation.  It  is  my  belief  that  we  are  cur¬ 
rently  also  on  the  verge  of  a  major  break¬ 
through  in  the  peace  process  in  the  Middle 
East,  based  on  United  Nations  Resolutions 
242  and  338. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  United  States 
has  been  a  major  catalyst  to  what  has  been 
achieved  in  these  events.  Our  strategic  co¬ 
operation,  however,  should  not  be  allowed 
to  overshadow  the  many  other  closed  links 
between  Bahrain  and  the  United  States. 
These  include  trade,  commerce,  education, 
science,  and  technology.  These  links  have 
brought  the  people  of  our  two  countries 
close  together,  and  there  now  exists  many 
strong  personal  relationships  between  the 
Americans  and  Bahrainis.  These  personal 
relationships  are  the  true  test  of  friendship 
between  our  two  countries. 

To  this  end,  the  American  Bahrain 
Friendship  Society  was  founded  in  Washing¬ 
ton  last  year.  And  both  the  society  and  all 
its  members  have  my  sincere  good  wishes 
and  support  for  the  future.  It  is  my  hope 
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that  my  visit  will  further  consolidate  the 
many  ties  between  our  two  countries.  It  is 
my  wish  and  the  wish  of  the  Bahraini 
people  that  our  close  relationship  with  the 
United  States  will  continue  to  flourish  and 
prosper  in  the  years  ahead,  and  become 
even  stronger  in  the  21st  century. 

On  this  occasion,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity,  Mr.  President,  to  renew  my 
invitation  to  you  and  to  Mrs.  Bush  to  visit 
Bahrain.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
welcome  you  to  Bahrain  and  enable  the 
Bahraini  people  to  show  their  friendship 


and  appreciation  to  you  and  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people. 

Finally,  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
extend  to  you  and  to  the  American  people 
my  very  best  wishes  for  continued  peace 
and  progress  and  prosperity.  Thank  you 
very  much,  sir. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:13  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House,  where 
the  Amir  was  accorded  a  formal  welcome 
with  full  military  honors. 


Remarks  at  the  Dedication  of  the 
Officers  Memorial 
October  15,  1991 

Thank  you  all  very  much.  Thank  you, 
Senator  D’Amato.  Please  be  seated,  all  of 
you.  And  Barbara  and  I  are  just  delighted  to 
be  with  you  here  today.  Mr.  Speaker,  hon¬ 
ored  to  have  you  here,  sir.  I  understand 
that  Senator  Mitchell  was  here,  had  to 
leave.  Senator  Pell  is  with  us.  And,  of 
course,  your  friend  and  mine,  Al  D’Amato, 
who’s  out  there  on  the  firing  line  day  in 
and  day  out  on  behalf  of  our  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers.  Al,  thank  you  for  that  intro¬ 
duction,  sir. 

May  I  thank  especially  Craig  Floyd.  And  I 
heard  Barbara  Dodge’s  moving  remarks  in 
the  back,  Barbara  and  I,  just  when  we  came 
here.  I  salute  her.  Of  course,  our  Acting 
Attorney  General,  Bill  Barr;  former  Attor¬ 
ney  General  Ed  Meese;  the  head  of  the  FBI 
is  with  us;  head  of  the  Secret  Service;  and 
so  many  others  that  are  committed  to  law 
enforcement. 

I  also  was  told  that  Jim  and  Sarah  Brady 
are  here.  I  don’t  know  if  that’s  true  or  not, 
but  in  any  event,  they’re  here  in  spirit  if 
they’re  not  here  in  purpose.  Here  they  are 
over  here,  as  a  matter  of  fact:  Jim. 

This  Nation  has  erected  many  monu¬ 
ments  to  generals  and  admirals,  privates 
and  seamen  who  defended  our  Nation’s 
freedom  against  tyranny  and  oppression. 
We  gather  here  today  to  dedicate  this  me¬ 
morial  to  uniformed  heroes  of  another  sort, 


National  Law  Enforcement 


those  who  enforce  the  law  and  keep  us 
secure  here  at  home. 

For  too  long,  America’s  law  men  and 
women  have  been  the  forgotten  heroes,  for¬ 
gotten  until  there’s  trouble,  until  we’re 
stranded  on  the  road  or  frantically  dialing 
911  at  home.  Today  we  remember  these 
heroes  and  heroines.  “Now  the  real  healing 
can  start,”  says  Vivian  Eney;  Vivian,  as  you 
know,  past  president  of  Concerns  of  Police 
Survivors.  Here’s  her  quote:  “When  the 
grave  doesn’t  look  new  anymore,  when  the 
grass  has  grown  over  it,  this  will  be  the 
place  to  come,  to  see  the  names,  to  touch 
the  names.” 

Visitors  will  come  here.  Some  will  be  chil¬ 
dren,  perhaps  looking  for  a  father  or 
mother  they  never  really  knew.  Who  were 
these  people?  they  will  ask.  They  were  po¬ 
licemen  and  policewomen,  marshals  and 
sheriffs,  State  troopers,  special  agents.  They 
gave  their  lives  in  the  line  of  duty.  And 
they  were  young  and  old,  ranging  from  19 
to  81.  And  they  had  names  as  diverse  as 
America  itself:  Donald  Kowalski,  Patrick 
O’Malley,  Freddie  Lee  Jackson,  Tommy  De- 
LaRosa,  Jose  Gonzales,  Donna  Miller.  And 
they  had  wives  and  husbands,  mothers  and 
fathers,  and  so  many  young  children.  Most 
of  all  they  had  love:  Love  for  their  profes¬ 
sion,  love  for  their  communities,  love  for 
their  families,  love  that  can  still  be  felt  in 
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this  special  place  right  here  today. 

They  devoted  themselves  to  the  timeless 
values  that  society  shares.  They  valued  the 
law.  They  valued  peace,  the  peace  of  a  civ¬ 
ilized  community  that  protects  children  at 
play,  families  at  home,  and  storekeepers  at 
work.  They  valued  human  life  so  much  that 
they  were  prepared  to  give  their  lives  to 
protect  it.  They  gave  much  and  asked  little. 
They  deserve  our  remembrance.  Here  in 
America’s  Capital,  for  as  long  as  these  walls 
stand,  they  will  be  remembered,  not  for  the 
way  they  died,  but  for  how  they  lived. 

They  didn’t  ask  for  honors,  though  honor 
them  we  will.  We  honor  them  with  these 
walls,  with  these  trees  and  grass,  quiet  pool 
of  water.  But  we  can  honor  them  in  a  more 
profound  way,  a  •  more  lasting  way,  by 
strengthening  the  laws  that  they  swore  to 
uphold. 

Since  1989,  on  a  rainy  spring  day  I  know 
many  of  you  remember,  I’ve  tried  to  per¬ 
suade  Congress  that  our  police  need  help. 
Too  many  times,  in  too  many  cases,  too 
many  criminals  go  free  because  the  scales  of 
justice  are  unfairly  tipped  against  dedicated 
lawmen  and  women  like  you.  With  your 
help,  that  will  change. 

We  need  a  crime  bill  that  will  stop  the 
endless,  frivolous  habeas  corpus  appeals  that 
waste  time  prosecutors  could  be  spending 
on  new  cases.  We  need  a  crime  bill  that 
says  to  police,  “Look,  if  you  act  in  good 
faith,  evidence  will  not  be  suppressed  in 
court  based  on  needless  technicalities.”  We 
need  a  crime  bill  with  tough  penalties,  such 
as  a  10-year  minimum  sentence  to  anyone 
using  a  semi-automatic  weapon  in  a  violent 
or  drug-related  crime  with  no  plea  bargains, 
no  parole.  And  A1  D’Amato  touched  on  it, 
but  we  need  a  crime  bill  that  warns  would- 
be  killers  out  there,  “Be  prepared  to  pay 
with  your  own  life.” 

I  asked  Congress  to  pass  these  proposals 
more  than  2  years  ago.  And  we’ve  gotten, 
very  candidly,  only  a  piecemeal  response. 
This  week,  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
voting  on  a  crime  bill.  But  for  that  bill  to  be 
worth  anything,  it  must  contain  the  crucial 
elements  that  I’ve  just  cited,  elements  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee  refused  to  in¬ 
clude,  unfortunately,  in  the  bill  itself.  Con¬ 
gress  is  only  a  few  blocks  away.  And  they’ve 
heard  from  me,  and  they’re  going  to  keep 


on  hearing  from  me.  But  really,  on  this  one, 
if  you  feel  as  strongly  as  I  do,  and  I  know 
you  do,  they  need  to  hear  from  you. 

There  is  a  war  going  on  out  there,  a  war 
between  criminals  and  a  good  society.  We 
know  that  war  will  not  end  as  long  as  evil 
dwells  in  men’s  souls.  But  we  can  work  to 
lock  up  those  who  are  too  violent  to  live  in 
civilized  society.  And  we  can  support  the 
law  enforcement  officers  who  are  on  the 
front  lines  saving  us  every  single  day  of  our 
lives.  And  we  can  put  new  laws  on  the 
books  to  keep  new  names  off  of  these  walls. 

President  Coolidge  long  ago  told  us,  “The 
nation  which  forgets  its  defenders  will  itself 
be  forgotten.”  We  will  not  forget.  America 
will  not  forget.  And  we  will  not  forget,  ob¬ 
viously,  those  we  honor,  those  who  died. 
We  will  not  forget  those  who  protect  and 
serve  every  single  day  of  the  year. 

In  the  Oval  Office,  as  you  all  know,  a  lot 
of  important  papers  and  documents  cross 
that  desk  in  that  majestic  office,  no  matter 
who’s  President,  every  single  day.  Most  of 
them  stay  there  just  a  day  or  two.  But 
inside  the  drawer,  one  thing  stays:  a  New 
York  City  patrolman’s  badge,  number 
14072.  I  brought  it  along  today.  It  belonged 
to  Eddie  Byrne,  a  rookie  cop  who  was 
guarding  a  witness  when  he  was  gunned 
down  on  the  orders  of  a  drug  dealer  in  jail 
Eddie’s  father,  Matt  Byrne,  asked  me  to 
keep  that  badge  as  a  “reminder  of  all  the 
brave  police  officers  who  put  their  lives  on 
the  line  for  us  every  single  day.”  Well,  I’ve 
kept  it.  And  I  have  it  with  me  here  today, 
and  I  will  always  keep  it,  when  I’m  Presi¬ 
dent  and  long  after  I  leave  this  majestic 
office  I’m  so  proud  to  hold. 

When  society  asks  someone  to  put  on  a 
badge  and  place  it  over  his  or  her  heart,  we 
make  a  sacred  covenant,  a  covenant  that 
says  we  as  a  society  stand  behind  those  who 
enforce  the  law  against  those  who  break  the 
law.  And  that’s  what  Eddie  Byrne’s  badge 
means  to  me. 

This  memorial  gives  meaning  to  that  cov¬ 
enant,  gives  meaning  to  these  lives,  gives 
meaning  to  the  law  and  what  it  stands  for. 
No  number  of  words  or  wreaths,  no  amount 
of  music  or  memorializing  will  do  justice 
here  today,  but  we  have  begun  the  remem¬ 
brance  and  begun  the  healing. 
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And  once  again,  thank  you  very  much  for 
allowing  Barbara  and  me  to  share  this 
moment  with  you.  And  may  God  bless  the 
law  enforcement  officers  of  our  great  coun¬ 
try.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:34  p.m.  at 
Judiciary  Square.  In  his  remarks ,  the  Presi¬ 


dent  referred  to  Craig  Floyd ,  chairman  of 
the  National  Law  Enforcement  Officers 
Memorial  Fund;  Barbara  Dodge ,  president 
of  Concerns  of  Police  Survivors;  William  S. 
Sessions,  Director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation;  John  R .  Simpson,  Director  of 
the  US.  Secret  Service;  and  former  Press 
Secretary  James  Brady  and  his  wife,  Sarah. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Nuclear  Arms  Reduction 
Talks 

October  15,  1991 


Following  up  on  the  President’s  initiative 
to  reduce  nuclear  weapons,  the  U.S.  De¬ 
fense  and  Space  Negotiating  Group  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  has  tabled  a  new  U.S. 
approach  to  an  agreement  facilitating  de¬ 
ployment  of  ballistic  missile  defenses. 

The  United  States  is  now  prepared  to  dis¬ 
cuss  limits  on  the  scope  and  timing  of  de¬ 
fense  deployments,  consistent  with  the 
President’s  direction  to  pursue  a  system 
providing  Global  Protection  Against  Limit¬ 
ed  Strikes  (GPALS).  This  new  approach 
builds  on  the  climate  reflected  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  nuclear  initiative  and  the  positive 
Soviet  response  and  should  make  it  possible 
to  reach  an  agreement  facilitating  the  de¬ 
ployment  of  ballistic  missile  defenses  to  pro¬ 
tect  against  accidental,  unauthorized,  or 
third  country  launches. 


As  we  pursue  an  agreement  in  Geneva,  it 
is  essential  for  Congress  to  do  its  part  by 
supporting  our  efforts  there  and  by  funding 
the  Strategic  Defense  Initiative  at  a  level 
that  will  enable  us  to  deploy  ballistic  missile 
defenses  at  the  earliest  point  feasible.  The 
Senate’s  support  for  deployment  of  highly 
effective  defenses  against  limited  ballistic 
missile  attacks  is  encouraging.  President 
Bush  urges  the  Congress  as  a  whole  to  sup¬ 
port  this  worthy  goal. 

A  negotiated  solution  governing  deploy¬ 
ment  of  defenses  that  will  protect  the 
United  States,  our  allies,  and  our  forces 
abroad  from  limited  ballistic  missile  strikes, 
together  with  congressional  determination 
to  fund  such  defenses,  will  make  the  world 
a  safer  place. 


Nomination  of  John  Condayan  To  Be  an  Associate  Director  of  the 
United  States  Information  Agency 
October  15,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  John  Condayan,  of  Virgin¬ 
ia,  to  be  Associate  Director  of  the  U.S.  In¬ 
formation  Agency  for  Management.  He 
would  succeed  Henry  E.  Hockeimer. 

Since  1989  Mr.  Condayan  has  served  as 
Minister-Counselor  for  Administrative  Af¬ 
fairs  at  the  American  Embassy  in  London, 
England.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  at  the  U.S. 


Department  of  State  as:  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Missions,  1988-1989? 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Missions,  1987-1988;  and  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Operations  for  the 
Bureau  of  Administration  and  Security, 
1984-1987. 

Mr.  Condayan  graduated  from  Bucknell 
University  (B.S.,  1955)  and  Syracuse  Univer- 
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sity  (M.P.A.,  1974).  He  was  born  September 
1,  1933.  Mr.  Condayan  is  married,  has  two 

Statement  on  the  Confirmation  of 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
October  15,  1991 

I  am  pleased  that  the  Senate  voted  to 
confirm  Judge  Clarence  Thomas  for  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  Judge  Thomas  has  demon¬ 
strated  to  the  Congress  and  to  the  Nation 
that  he  is  a  man  of  honesty,  dedication,  and 
commitment  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
rule  of  law.  The  Nation  and  the  Court  bene- 


children,  and  currently  resides  in  London, 
England. 

Clarence  Thomas  as  an  Associate 


fit  from  having  a  man  of  principle  who  is 
sensitive  to  the  problems  and  opportunities 
facing  all  Americans. 

I  thank  Senator  Jack  Danforth  and  other 
Members  of  the  Senate  who  helped  guide 
this  nomination  through  to  confirmation. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Confirmation  of  Clarence  Thomas 
as  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
October  16,  1991 


Q.  Where  are  the  women? 

Q.  New  meaning  to  Helen’s  [Helen 
Thomas,  United  Press  International]  ques¬ 
tion. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  going  to  speak 
to  the  Nation  about  the  process  of  confirma¬ 
tion? 

The  President  Well,  Fm  going  to  have 
something  to  say.  Whether  I  speak  to  the 
Nation  about  it,  if  you  mean  an  Oval  Office 
and  that,  I  don’t  know  about  that;  there’s 
no  decision.  But  I  think  I  owe  the  people 
my  observations  and,  more  importantly, 
some  suggestions  to  improve  the  process. 
That  comes  under  the  heading  of  the 
Senate  business  clearly,  but  I  have  some 
views.  And  there  is  some  interaction  be¬ 
tween  the  administration,  obviously,  and 
the  Senate. 

So,  we’re  thinking,  going  to  get  working 
on  some  ideas,  flushing  out  some.  And 
clearly,  I’ll  go  public  with  it.  How  I  do  it  is 
yet  to  be  determined. 

Q.  And  how  soon? 

The  President  Well,  that  hasn’t  been  de¬ 
termined  yet,  but  fairly  soon,  I’d  say,  be¬ 
cause  I  think  it’s  fresh  in  people’s  minds. 

Q.  Today? 

The  President  No,  you  won’t  have  any¬ 


thing — 

Q.  You’re  not  going  to  tie  this  in  with  the 
swearing-in,  are  you,  sir? 

The  President  Do  what? 

Q.  You  wouldn’t  tie  that  in  with  the 
swearing-in? 

The  President  No.  I  want  to  go  forward 
with  the  swearing-in  as  soon  as  possible. 
There’s  a  vacancy  on  the  Court,  and  we 
haven’t  decided  on  a  firm  time  for  that.  But 
it  will  be  very  soon  indeed,  if  that  is  agree¬ 
able  to  soon-to-be  Mr.  Justice  Thomas. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  clamp  down  on  the 
use  of  FBI  reports  or  sharing  of  those  with 
the  Hill? 

The  President  I  don’t  want  to  prejudge 
what  Fm  going  to  say.  But  I  think  there’s 
general  agreement  around  the  country  and 
certainly  in  the  Senate  that  the  present 
process  is  simply  not  fair.  And  I  think  Sena¬ 
tors  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle  are  going  to 
want  to  see  changes  in  several  areas. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:04  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House 
during  a  photo  session  with  House  Republi¬ 
can  leaders .  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  these  remarks . 
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Remarks  at  the  American  Business  Press  Association’s  Voluntarism 
Awards  Ceremony 
October  16,  1991 


Thank  you  all.  Please  be  seated.  Thank 
you  all  for  being  here.  And  I  know  that  I’m 
joining  this  program  in  progress,  but  it  is 
my  pleasure  to  officially  welcome  all  of  you 
to  the  White  House.  And  let  me  salute 
Gerry  Hobbs,  the  chairman  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Business  Press;  your  president,  John 
Emery;  and  Cathy  Black,  president  of  the 
association,  the  American  Newspaper  Pub¬ 
lishers  Association,  and  a  member,  I  might 
proudly  say,  of  our  Points  of  Light  Founda¬ 
tion. 

Let  me — I  don’t  know  where  he  is,  he 
was  at  the  door  a  minute  ago.  Here’s  Gregg, 
Gregg  Petersmeyer,  you  can’t  miss  him. 
[Laughter]  But  I  do  want  to  single  out 
Gregg,  salute  him  for  the  inspirational  job 
he’s  doing  as  our  key  person  here  involved 
in  this  whole  Points  of  Light  concept. 

And  finally,  I  want  to  thank  the  American 
Business  Press  for  encouraging  their 
member  publications  to  spill  ink  on  behalf 
of  such  a  good  cause.  We  all  know  the  value 
of  competition  in  the  business  world.  And 
this  awards  program  shines  the  spotlight  on 
companies  that  transform  their  communi¬ 
ties  through  volunteer  service. 

As  I’ve  said  before,  American  corpora¬ 
tions  are  not  just  profitmaking  monoliths. 
American  businesses  and  America’s  business 
press  aren’t  just  stocked  with  human  re¬ 
sources,  so  many  infinitesimal  fractions  of 
the  GNP.  They’re  filled  with  real  people, 
men  and  women,  neighbors,  members  of 
our  communities,  parents  with  kids  to  raise, 
people  with  something  to  give,  gifts  to  give. 
And  one  glance  into  the  pages  of  your  pub¬ 
lications  shows  business  at  its  best:  people 
producing  goods  and  services  we  need, 
people  devoting  tens  of  thousands  of  hours 
to  worthy  causes. 

Take  this  year’s  grand  award  winner, 
Wegmans  Food  Markets,  a  family-run  su¬ 
permarket  chain  based  in  Rochester,  New 
York,  profiled  in  Supermarket  Business.  Su¬ 
permarkets  often  draw  on  school-age  work¬ 
ers  to  fill  their  part-time  work  force,  and 
we  all  know  the  difficulties  of  holding  down 


a  job  and  keeping  up  in  school.  Four  ye 
ago,  Wegmans  initiated  the  Work-Scho! 
ship  Connection,  a  program  to  help  1< 
succeed  at  work  and  in  the  classroom.  A 
their  target:  14-  and  15-year-olds,  especk 
those  faltering  at  school,  the  kind  of  kids 
danger  of  becoming  tomorrow’s  dropoi 

Wegmans  gives  these  kids  a  part-time 
and  assigns  each  one  a  mentor  at  the  sup 
market:  an  adult  coworker,  possibly  a  sup 
visor,  who  lends  a  hand  with  homew< 
during  work  breaks  or  maybe  just  lend 
sympathetic  ear  to  some  teenager  too  u: 
to  adults  who  just  don’t  seem  to  care.  E; 
mentor  works  with  a  school  sponsor  to  tr; 
their  child’s  progress.  And  Wegmans 
tough.  You’ve  got  to  do  the  job  in  sch< 
And  if  the  kids  don’t  do  well,  Wegm 
hears  about  it  and  cuts  the  kid’s  work  hoi 

But  there’s  a  real  payoff  for  the  kids  v 
graduate.  Each  one  gets  a  scholarship  of 
to  $5,000  to  the  college  of  their  choice.  A 
yes,  if  they  go  to  a  college  near  home,  tl 
keep  their  job  at  Wegmans.  [Laughter] 

No,  but  that  work-scholarship  program 
theirs  shows  how  ordinary  people  can 
extraordinary  things.  The  mentors  v 
make  Wegmans’  program  work  aren’t  pc 
lyzed  because  they  can’t  singlehande 
save  the  world.  They’re  too  busy  saving 
future,  the  child  who  lives  right  down 
street. 

That  same  spirit  motivates  the  runners 
that  we  honor  today:  Bell  Atlantic,  for 
family  literacy  project,  profiled  in 
School  Library  Journal;  Eaton  Corpora ti 
for  its  literacy  work  in  Atlanta  as  repor 
in  Business  Atlanta  magazine;  Neon  Enl 
prises,  for  its  work  with  at-risk  youth  £ 
others  in  need,  as  publicized  in  Restaur 
Business;  Red  Lobster  Restaurants,  rec 
nized  by  Training:  The  Human  Side  of  B 
ness  for  their  20-year  policy  of  hiring 
disabled;  and  finally,  Jose  Paulino,  wh 
story  was  told  in  the  pages  of  Pharmace 
cal  Representative. 

You  won’t  find  Jose’s  name  on  the  F 
tune  500,  maybe,  but  when  he’s  not  b 
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making  sales,  you  can  find  him  at  New 
York’s  P.S.  136,  where  he’s  adopted  a  sev¬ 
enth  grade  class.  In  the  article,  Jose  says 
about  adopting  a  class,  and  I  quote,  “It 
doesn’t  cost  anything.  It  doesn’t  take  that 
much.”  Well,  whatever  it  takes,  he’s  got  his 
share  and  more. 

Every  one  of  the  American  Business 
Press’s  Points  of  Light  proves  you  never 
know  who’s  ready  to  help  until  you  ask. 
And  when  Wegmans  started  their  program, 
it  lined  up  30  junior  high  students  who 
needed  help  and  put  out  a  call  for  15  em¬ 
ployees  to  become  mentors,  to  step  into  the 
program  to  help.  Fifty-nine  volunteers 
stepped  forward  and  the  program’s  taken 
off  from  there. 

So,  this  is  a  wonderful  example.  These  are 
wonderful  examples  for  our  entire  country. 
And  you  know,  when  we  first  started  this, 
there  were  some  who  started  emphasizing 
this  concept  that  de  Tocqueville  found  so 
fascinating  about  America,  the  propensity  of 
one  American  to  help  another.  Some  sug¬ 
gested  that  we  were  trying  to  avoid  the 
Government’s  responsibility,  but  that’s  not 
the  way  it  works.  This  whole  concept  that 


you  all  represent  and  believe  in  is  really  the 
best  and  most  fundamental  way  we  can  of 
helping  others  and  helping  our  own  com¬ 
munities  in  strengthening  the  family  in  this 
country  or  doing  better  for  education. 

But  we’re  going  to  try  to  do  our  part  here 
at  the  Federal  level,  but  I  must  say  that  I 
just  feel  overcome  because  I  see  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  this  whole  spirit  of  Points  of 
Light,  the  concept,  one  American  helping 
another.  And  it  is  inspirational,  and  I  really 
wanted  to  just  come  over  and  thank  the 
business  press  for  opening  the  pages  of  its 
very  influential  publications,  opening  eyes 
in  so  many  industries  to  the  shining  story  of 
so  many  Points  of  Light. 

So,  once  again,  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
each  and  every  one  of  you,  and  God  bless 
you  all  for  the  contributions  you  make.  And 
now,  I’m  told  that  I  get  to  say  hello  to 
some,  at  least,  of  those  that  you’re  honoring 
here  today. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note.  The  President  spoke  at  11:22  a.m.  in 
Room  450  at  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building. 


Presidential  Determination  No.  92-3 — Memorandum  on  the 
Emigration  Policies  of  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Republic 
October  16 ,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Determination  Under  Subsections 
402(a)  and  409(a)  of  the  Trade  Act  of 
1974 — Emigration  Policies  of  the  Czech  and 
Slovak  Federal  Republic 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  by 
subsections  402(a)  and  409(a)  of  the  Trade 
Act  of  1974  (19  U.S.C.  2432(a)  and  2439(a)) 
(“the  Act”),  I  determine  that  the  Czech  and 
Slovak  Federal  Republic  is  not  in  violation 
of  paragraph  (1),  (2),  or  (3)  of  subsection 
402(a)  of  the  Act,  or  paragraph  (1),  (2),  or  (3) 


of  subsection  409(a)  of  the  Act. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  pub¬ 
lish  this  determination  in  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  12:03  p.m.,  October  23,  1991] 

Note:  This  determination  was  released  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  October 
17. 
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Teleconference  Remarks  to  Associated  Press  Managing  Editors 
October  1 7,  1991 


The  President  Thank  you,  Ralph.  Thank 
you  very  much.  Thank  you  for  the  plug  for 
the  Texas  Rangers.  It’s  nice  being  intro¬ 
duced  in  Detroit  by  a  fellow  Texan.  It’s  also 
nice  to  see  Lou  Boccardi  again.  He’s  on  the 
corner  of  my  screen;  about  half  of  Lou  is 
there.  But  let  me  just  say  I  am  very  sorry  I 
couldn’t  join  you  for  today’s  lunch,  especial¬ 
ly  since  it’s  miserable,  rainy,  and  cold  here, 
and  I’m  sure  it’s  nice  and  sunny  out  there. 

Let  me  open  with  an  apology.  I  know 
that  many  of  you  depend  on  Washington  to 
provide  grist  for  news  stories.  And  I  know 
that  we  just  haven’t  held  up  our  end  of  the 
deal.  In  recent  weeks,  things  around  here 
have  been  just  plain  dull. 

Actually,  I  appreciate  this  opportunity  to 
speak  with  you.  I’d  like  to  get  a  couple  of 
gripes  off  my  chest.  First,  can  you  get  the 
delivery  people  to  stop  throwing  our  paper 
in  the  shrubs?  And  I  know  you  love  it  when 
people  ask  about  that. 

Second,  and  I  know  you’re  tired  of  hear¬ 
ing  this  one,  but  couldn’t  you  focus  on  the 
good  news  for  once?  You  know,  there’s  a 
great  Anne  Murray  song — I’m  a  country 
music  fan — Anne  Murray  of  Canada,  a  song 
called  “A  Little  Good  News.”  And  let  me 
recite  for  you  one  verse,  one  nice  verse: 

“I  came  home  this  evening.  I  bet  that  the 
news  will  be  the  same.  Somebody  takes  a 
hostage,  somebody  steals  a  plane.  How  I 
want  to  hear  the  anchorman  talk  about  a 
county  fair,  how  we  cleaned  the  air,  how 
everybody  learned  to  care.” 

Well,  I  think  that’s  a  great  idea;  not  exact¬ 
ly  what  your  work  is  about,  and  I  under¬ 
stand  that.  But  I’ve  just  about  had  it  with  all 
the  bad  news  about  lawyers  and  bankrupt¬ 
cies  and  strikes  and  business  seizures  and 
stock  splits  and  profit-sharing  and  wars  and 
bitter  personal  feuds.  Just  once,  just  once, 
I’d  like  to  see  you  limit  the  sports  pages  to 
scores  and  standings. 

Today  I  want  to  talk  about  a  subject  that 
many  of  your  papers  discuss  regularly,  our 
administration’s  domestic  policy.  And  I’ve 
talked  with  audiences  around  the  Nation 
about  our  initiatives  on  crime,  on  education, 


on  energy,  transportation,  and  many  other 
matters.  But  today  let  me  focus  on  an  issue 
of  great  concern  in  Detroit  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  throughout  our  Nation:  economic 
growth.  And  let  me  start  with  some  good 
news.  I  cite  this  recognizing  that  a  lot  of 
people  are  still  hurting.  But  the  trends,  the 
economic  trends,  look  good. 

Industrial  production,  for  example,  has 
risen  for  5  straight  months.  Housing  starts 
have  risen  26  percent  since  January.  The 
unemployment  rate  in  September  fell  to  6.7 
percent,  down  three-tenths  of  a  percent  in 
3  months,  and  the  lowest  rate  in  nearly  5 
years.  The  Index  of  Leading  Economic  Indi¬ 
cators  has  held  steady  or  increased  for  7 
straight  months,  and  it’s  jumped  5  percent 
since  January.  Inflation,  now  this  is  solid 
good  news,  it’s  fallen,  a  2.7  percent  annual 
rate.  Mortgage  interest  rates  have  dropped 
to  the  lowest  level  since  1977. 

And  over  the  years,  our  administration 
has  promised  a  series  of  initiatives  that 
would  stimulate  economic  growth  and 
make  our  economy  much  stronger,  initia¬ 
tives  that  would  instantly  restore  much 
needed  confidence  in  our  economic 
progress.  Congress  generally  has  chosen  to 
avoid  these  proposals,  either  by  preventing 
votes  or  changing  the  subject. 

Maybe  you’re  tired  of  hearing  me  talk 
about  this,  but  the  capital  gains  tax  offers  a 
case  in  point.  Against  the  argument  that  the 
cut  raises  questions  of  fairness,  let  me  ask 
you  to  judge.  The  capital  gains  tax  effects 
future  wealth,  not  present  wealth.  High 
capital  gains  rates  discourage  investment  in 
untried  products  and  services.  They  make  it 
difficult  for  people  with  ideas  to  get  the 
capital  they  need  to  make  a  difference.  His¬ 
torically,  when  capital  gains  rates  fall,  reve¬ 
nues  increase,  and  the  rich  assume  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  tax  burden. 

Let  me  read  you  a  quote  about  capital 
gains:  “The  tax  on  capital  gains  directly  af¬ 
fects  the  ease  or  difficulty  experienced  by 
new  ventures  in  obtaining  capital  and 
thereby  the  strength  and  potential  for  the 
growth  of  the  economy.”  John  F.  Kennedy 
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said  that. 

A  capital  gains  cut  will  set  off  an  explo¬ 
sion  of  small  business  formation  which 
means  that  your  ad  people  will  have  new 
clients,  and  you  might  be  able  to  give  your 
reporters  a  pay  raise  after  all.  In  short,  a 
capital  gains  cut  would  give  our  economy  a 
much-needed  boost.  It  would  raise  real 
estate  prices  and  cut  the  overall  cost  of  the 
savings  and  loan  cleanup.  It  would  help 
people  of  imagination  and  drive. 

As  I’ve  said  a  number  of  times,  the  capital 
gains  tax  is  a  tax  on  the  American  dream. 
And  nevertheless,  in  3  years  congressional 
leaders  have  not  permitted  one  single  up- 
or-down  vote  on  our  capital  gains  proposals. 
If  they  were  convinced  that  this  is  a  tax 
break  for  the  rich  and  would  be  unpopular 
across  the  country,  they  ought  to  at  least  let 
it  come  to  a  vote. 

Consider  other  items  in  our  growth  pack¬ 
age.  We  proposed  a  comprehensive  banking 
reform  legislation.  And  Congress  has  the 
opportunity  to  make  America’s  banking 
system  more  efficient  and  more  competi¬ 
tive  internationally.  But  it  has  got  to  act 
now.  It’s  hung  up  on  the  House  side,  inci¬ 
dentally,  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Only  comprehensive  legislation  which  ad¬ 
dresses  the  fundamental  problems  facing 
the  banking  industry  will  strengthen  our 
banks  and  support  economic  growth.  We’ve 
offered  proposals  to  ease  the  credit  crunch 
that  affects  lenders  nationwide,  lenders 
who,  for  instance,  make  it  possible  for  news¬ 
papers  to  build  new  presses  and  plants,  pur¬ 
chase  new  equipment,  and  improve  their 
fitness  in  the  incredibly  competitive  media 
business.  We’ve  promoted  incentives  for 
savings,  investment,  entrepreneurship. 
We’ve  proposed  increasing  Federal  expend¬ 
itures  on  research  and  development.  And 
we’ve  advocated  a  permanent  R&D  tax 
credit. 

We  have  worked  aggressively  to  open  for¬ 
eign  markets  to  American  goods  and  serv¬ 
ices.  And  we  continue  to  press  for  a  success¬ 
ful  conclusion  to  the  Uruguay  round  of  mul¬ 
tilateral  trade  talks.  This  is  a  very  important 
thing.  And  then,  as  you  all  know,  we’ve 
begun  negotiating  a  North  American  free 
trade  agreement  which  would  create  a  uni¬ 
fied  market  consisting  of  the  United  States, 
Canada,  just  across  the  river  from  you,  and 


Mexico.  We’ve  pursued  the  Enterprise  for 
the  Americas  Initiative  which  promises  to 
encourage  economic  growth  throughout  our 
hemisphere  and  build  ties  of  mutual  inter¬ 
est. 

We’ve  promoted  tort  reform.  And  this  is 
an  important  one,  and  I  sure  would  like  to 
ask  your  support.  We  have  promoted  tort 
reform  to  cut  down  on  needless  litigation 
and  the  costs  that  that  imposes  on  every 
single  industry.  And  we’ve  fought  against 
regulations  that  produce  redtape  without 
improving  the  quality  of  American  life. 
We’ve  still  got  a  ways  to  go  there,  I  will 
admit. 

We’ve  worked  to  build  a  more  intelligent, 
flexible  workforce  through  our  America 
2000  education  strategy.  It’s  a  little  longer- 
range,  but  very,  very  important.  And  final¬ 
ly,  we’ve  worked  to  maintain  the  fiscal  dis¬ 
cipline  established  by  last  year’s  controver¬ 
sial  budget  agreement. 

When  people  say  that  we  have  no  domes¬ 
tic  agenda,  they  simply  have  not  seen  the 
facts.  We  have  a  good,  forward-looking 
agenda.  Congressional  leaders  just  won’t  act 
on  it.  This  is  one  of  the  great  problems  of  a 
divided  Government,  where  you  have  the 
President  of  one  party  and  both  Houses 
controlled  by  another. 

I  know  that  you  will  spend  two  sessions 
discussing  economic  issues  tomorrow.  And 
I’d  also  like  to  encourage  you  to  think  about 
ways  of  improving  the  coverage  of  econom¬ 
ic  issues.  They’re  not  the  sexiest.  They’re 
not  the  most  interesting,  but  they  are  the 
most  vital. 

Urge  your  reporters  to  take  a  hard,  fair, 
informed  look  at  these  policies  and  then  at 
the  congressional  alternatives.  Ask  them  to 
study  the  history  of  capital  gains  cuts.  Ask 
them  to  discuss  banking  reform  proposals 
with  leading  bankers  in  your  town.  Ask 
them  to  dig  deeper  and  deeper  for  the  facts 
and  to  treat  sweeping  generalizations  and 
slogans,  whether  they  come  from  me  or 
somebody  else,  with  proper  skepticism. 
Well,  since  you’re  editors,  I  suppose  you 
could  tell  them,  not  ask  them. 

A  free  press  truly  can  serve  as  a  guide  to 
good  public  policy,  but  only  if  reporters  and 
editors  take  seriously  their  duty  to  inform 
the  public  in  a  comprehensive,  balanced 
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manner. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  I  couldn’t  join  you 
today  in  Detroit.  But  I  am  glad  that  we 
have  been  able  to  get  together  by  this  video 
hookup,  and  I  wish  you  all  the  best  in  your 
meetings  over  the  next  3  days.  May  God 
bless  our  great  country. 

And  now  I’ll  be  glad  to  take  a  couple  of 
questions. 

Persian  Gulf  Conflict 

Q.  Mr.  President,  many  of  the  people  in 
this  room  feel  that  the  American  people 
didn’t  receive  an  entirely  complete  or 
timely  report  on  the  Persian  Gulf  war  be¬ 
cause  of  the  requirement  for  press  pools  in 
virtually  every  situation,  not  just  situations 
where  independent  reporting  was  physical¬ 
ly  impossible.  One  particularly  sensitive 
issue  was  prior  review  of  stories  and  pic¬ 
tures.  Right  now,  a  group  of  editors  is  talk¬ 
ing  with  Pentagon  people  about  those  feel¬ 
ings.  Without  prejudging  what  they  come 
up  with,  I  wondered  if  you  think  it’s  possi¬ 
ble  to  restore  the  kind  of  aggressive  and 
independent  reporting  that  characterized 
American  newspaper  reporting  of  World 
War  II  and  Korea  and  Vietnam,  rather  than 
this  somewhat  pool-driven,  briefing-driven 
coverage  of  the  Persian  Gulf  war? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  think  there  can  be 
room  for  improvement.  I  thought  some  of 
you  all’s  people  were  going  to  meet  with 
Dick  Cheney  on  this.  It  is  my  understand¬ 
ing  that  the  final  decision  on  whether  to  go 
public  with  disputed  material  really  rested 
at  the  hands  of  the  outlets. 

Let  me  address  myself  to  the  broader 
question.  I  do  think  that  the  pooling 
worked  to  some  degree.  I  don’t  agree  with 
you,  and  I  have  to  tell  you  this — and  I 
expect  I’m  the  only  one.  I  don’t  know  how 
many  people  you’ve  got  in  the  room,  but 
the  vote  will  be  overwhelmingly  against 
me — I  think  that  the  American  people  felt 
that  they  got  very  strong,  intrusive  cover¬ 
age  of  the  war.  I  really  believe  that.  I  also 
believe,  and  I  think  you  might  agree  with 
this  one,  that  there  must  be  discipline. 
There  cannot  be  everybody  strolling  around 
in  a  hostile  environment.  And  I  think  when 
we  saw  some  taken  prisoner,  that  was 
pretty  good  evidence  that  there  was  some 
reason  to  have  some  kind  of  pooling  mecha¬ 


nism. 

But  look,  I  can’t  argue  with  you  that  it 
was  perfect.  I  do  think  the  American 
people  feel  they  got  good,  thorough  cover¬ 
age,  and  that’s  a  credit  to  every  single 
person  in  the  room  there  and  many,  many 
more  in  other  media  forums  all  around  the 
country.  But  I’d  like  to  think  we  could  im¬ 
prove  it.  The  Desert  Storm,  the  rules  for 
this  are  not  locked  in  concrete.  They  were 
tailored  for  this  particular  operation  that 
had  long  logistic  problems. 

I  also  would  like  to,  and  I  may  be  on 
weak  ground  here,  but  I  thought  that  in 
World  War  II — and  I’m  old  enough  to  re¬ 
member  some  of  it — that  there  was  real 
censorship  of  all  these  dispatches.  I  know 
my  mail  was  censored,  for  example,  as  a 
little  guy  flying  or  floating  around  on  an 
aircraft  carrier.  And  I  think  that  if  you  look 
back,  you’ll  find  that  there  was  an  awful  lot 
of  pure  censorship  there  that  was  not  any¬ 
where  near  matched  by  what  went  on 
under  the  Desert  Storm  arrangements. 

But  let  me  just  offer  you  a  spirit,  having 
defined  some  differences  here,  of  coopera¬ 
tion  because  we  do  want  the  best,  most 
intrusive  coverage  possible  and  that  can  be 
done  with  the  safety  of  everybody  in  mind 
and  the  national  interest  in  mind.  I  say  ‘‘na¬ 
tional  interest”  because  I’m  still  reminded 
of  the  “Saturday  Night  Live”  program.  I 
don’t  know  whether  any  of  you  saw  that, 
about  the  guy  getting  up,  “Now,  could  y6u 
please  give  us  the  code  words  that  would 
help  Saddam  Hussein  understand  what  he’s 
up  against?”  Or,  “Could  you  give  us  directly 
the  place  that  you  plan  for  the  Marines  to 
land?  Would  it  be  this  on  the  map  or  that?” 
And  it  went  on  and  on  and  on.  I  showed 
this  to  a  couple  of  people,  and  it  hit,  with 
all  respect  now — [ laughter ] — it  hit  a  familiar 
chord  with  some. 

We  don’t  want  to  go  to  one  extreme  or 
another.  And  if  we  need  to  do  a  better  job 
of  finding  the  balance,  we’ll  sure  try.  I  think 
in  Dick  Cheney  we’ve  got  an  extraordinari¬ 
ly  reasonable  man,  and  I  know  he’s  already 
trying  to  improve  the  whole  pooling  con¬ 
cept  and  the  restrictions  that  did  cause  you 
understandable  concern. 

Q.  Thank  you. 
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Clarence  Thomas  Confirmation  Hearings 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  most  disturb- 
ing  issues  that  emerged  from  the  Thomas 
hearings  and  confirmation  process  was  the 
whole  issue  of  sexual  harassment  in  the 
workplace.  Do  you  think  that  your  support 
of  Judge  Thomas,  the  continuing  perception 
of  the  “old  boys’  network”  in  Washington, 
DC,  and  in  Government,  your  positions  on 
abortion,  all  cause  you  a  problem  with 
women  as  you  approach  your  reelection? 
And  related  to  that,  what  are  the  things 
that  you’re  thinking  about  doing  that,  in  the 
words  of  Judge  Thomas,  can  help  heal  the 
wounds  that  have  emerged  from  the  hear¬ 
ings,  the  great  divisions  of  race  and  gender 
and  class? 

The  President  That’s  a  very  broad,  pene¬ 
trating  question.  Let  me  try  to  respond. 
And  the  answer  to  your  question  is  no.  To 
begin  with,  I  don’t  think  that  I  have,  as  a 
result  of  all  this,  an  increased  problem  with 
women.  I  go  back — if  you  want  to  put  it  in 
a — and  I  think  you  put  it  in  a  political  con¬ 
text.  But  I  noticed  on  the  surveys  that  ev¬ 
erybody  lives  and  dies  by  that  women  sup¬ 
ported  Judge  Thomas  overwhelmingly. 
Women  activists,  feminist  groups  might  not 
have,  but  women  overwhelmingly  support¬ 
ed  Judge  Thomas  as  did  men,  as  did  the 
entire  country  with  minority  Americans, 
Afro-Americans  supporting  him  even  more 
than  the  national  average.  When  you’ve 
separated  out  the  Afro-Americans,  support 
was  even  stronger  there. 

So  I  don’t  start  from  the  defensive  pos¬ 
ture  on  having  nominated  this  good  man  to 
the  Court.  And  I  also  believe  that  he  will  be 
an  independent  Justice.  And  I  believe  that 
he  is  going  to  surprise  some  who  think  they 
know  exactly  where  he  stands  on  every 
single  social  issue. 

Now,  in  terms  of  discrimination,  sexual 
harassment  in  the  workplace,  I  have  a  civil 
rights  bill  before  the  Congress  now.  You 
haven’t  heard  much  about  it  because  they 
just  keep  beating  me  over  the  head  to  pass 
their  civil  rights  bill;  I’m  talking  about  the 
Democratic  leaders.  Ours  is  the  only  one,  I 
believe,  that  addresses  further  the  question 
of  sexual  harassment  in  the  workplace.  And 
we  have  a  good  policy  on  this  as  it  is  in  the 
executive  branch.  And  I  think  everybody 


should  take  it  very,  very  seriously.  And 
maybe  even  though  a  lot  of  it  was  deeply 
offensive  to  American  families  across  this 
country  with  its  graphic  detail,  maybe 
something  good  will  come  out  of  it.  And  by 
that,  I  mean  a  sensitizing  of  the  populace  to 
the  problem,  the  legitimate  problem  of 
sexual  harassment. 

Having  said  that,  I  wish  that  the  country 
had  been  spared  some  of  the  detail  that  I 
think  should  have  been  assigned  to  the 
Congress.  Anita  Hill,  as  you  remember,  she 
didn’t  want  to  bring  out  this  graphic  detail. 
And  had  that  graphic  detail  not  been  out 
there,  I  think  the  hearing  could  have  been 
properly  done.  Her  charges  could  have 
been  properly  heard  in  some  executive  ses¬ 
sion.  And  I  don’t  think  the  people  would 
have  been  denied  anything  that  they  had  a 
right  to  know  about.  I  think  sometimes 
when  you  get  to  subjects  that  are  that  sensi¬ 
tive,  it  is  well  to  delegate  to  your  elected 
officials. 

So,  I  was  troubled.  I  was  thinking  of  my 
little  grandchildren  hearing  some  of  the 
graphic  sex  allegations.  And  yet,  setting  that 
aside  for  a  minute,  I  do  think  there  was 
something  sensitizing  about  the  question  of 
sexual  harassment.  The  problem  is,  there 
was  also  something  sensitizing  about  the 
process  itself,  where  a  good  man,  on  the 
eve  of  confirmation,  had  a  last-minute 
charge  raised  about  him,  a  charge  stem¬ 
ming  back  from  10  years  before.  And  this 
troubled  the  American  people,  and  I  think 
that’s  one  of  the  reasons  support  for  Judge 
Thomas,  about  to  be  Mr.  Justice  Thomas, 
increased  as  the  hearings  went  on. 

So,  let’s  hope — you  know,  I  think  you  also 
mentioned — I  didn’t  write  the  notes  down 
properly  here — I  think  you  also  mentioned 
what  Justice  Thomas  said.  Maybe  you 
didn’t,  but  I’ve  been  doing  a  series  of  inter¬ 
views  here.  What  he  said  about  healing  and 
getting  on  with  it  I  think  makes  a  good  deal 
of  sense. 

I  will  be  coming  out,  in  answer  to  part  of 
your  question  here,  next  week  with  some 
suggestions,  not  in  anger,  not  for  partisan 
political  gain,  certainly  not  assailing  the 
Congress  in  which  I  once  served.  But  hope¬ 
fully,  making  constructive  suggestions  as  to 
how  we  can  avoid  in  the  future  that  which 
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the  American  people,  I  think  rather  unani¬ 
mously,  think  has  been  a  kind  of  a  messy 
situation. 

It’s  been  very  interesting  here.  Everyone, 
including  me,  have  been  glued  to  our  tele¬ 
vision  sets.  We  saw  some  ugliness.  We  saw 
some  good  things.  We  saw  some  people  that 
wanted  to  bring  this  man  down  for  reasons 
having  nothing  to  do  with  sexual  harass¬ 
ment.  But  we  also  saw  the  prevailing 
wisdom  of  the  American  people. 

So  I  don’t  think  that  these — what  I  think 
of  is  the  women’s  groups,  feminist  groups 
that  were  on  the  television  every  day  berat¬ 
ing  those  that  voted  the  other  way,  voting 
for  Thomas — I  don’t  think  they  speak  for  all 
the  women  in  this  country. 

And  I  might  say  something  I  hope  you 
don’t  think  is  too  controversial.  I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  civil  rights  leaders  all  speak 
for  the  American  people  on  a  matter  of  this 
nature.  If  they  did,  how  come  support  for 
Judge  Thomas  would  have  been  so  strong 
among  black  Americans? 

So,  I’ve  learned  a  lot.  Fm  still,  as  you  can 


tell  from  this  rambling  answer,  trying  to 
sort  it  out,  and  I  will  be  for  the  next  few 
days.  Then  I’ll  have  some  constructive  sug¬ 
gestions.  And  I  expect  half  the  people  in 
that  room,  maybe  more,  will  criticize  and 
the  other  half  might  see  some  merits  to 
what  I  suggest.  But  we’re  a  strong  country, 
and  we  can  get  beyond  the  ugliness  of  all  of 
this.  And  let’s  hope  something  good  comes 
out  of  it.  And  I  want  to  do  my  part  to  heal 
whatever  wounds  do  exist  out  there. 

Mr.  Langer.  Thank  you. 

The  President  Well,  thank  you  all  very 
much.  Ralph,  thank  you,  sir. 

Mr.  Langer.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Over  and  out. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:15  p.m. 
from  Room  459  in  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building  to  the  57th  annual  convention  of 
Associated  Press  Managing  Editors ,  meeting 
in  Detroit ,  MI.  In  his  remarks ,  the  President 
referred  to  Ralph  Langer ,  president  of  the 
group,  and  Louis  D.  Boccardi,  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Associated 
Press. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  the  National  Emergency 
With  Respect  to  Export  Controls 
October  17,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

1.  On  September  30,  1990,  in  Executive 
Order  No.  12730,  I  declared  a  national 
emergency  under  the  International  Emer¬ 
gency  Economic  Powers  Act  (“IEEPA”)  (50 
U.S.C.  1701,  et  seq.)  to  deal  with  the  threat 
to  the  national  security  and  foreign  policy 
of  the  United  States  caused  by  the  lapse  of 
the  Export  Administration  Act  of  1979,  as 
amended  (50  U.S.C.  2401,  et  seq.)  and  the 
system  of  controls  maintained  under  that 
Act.  In  that  order,  I  continued  in  effect,  to 
the  extent  permitted  by  law,  the  provisions 
of  the  Export  Administration  Act  of  1979,  as 
amended,  the  Export  Administration  Regu¬ 
lations  (15  C.F.R.  768,  et  seq.  (1991)),  and 
the  delegations  of  authority  set  forth  in  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  No.  12002  of  July  7,  1977, 
Executive  Order  No.  12214  of  May  2,  1980, 


and  Executive  Order  No.  12131  of  May  4, 
1979,  as  amended  by  Executive  Order  No. 
12551  of  February  21,  1986. 

2.  I  issued  Executive  Order  No.  12730 
pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  as 
President  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  including  IEEPA,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Emergencies  Act  (“NEA”)  (50  U.S.C. 
1601,  et  seq.),  and  section  301  of  title  3  of 
the  United  States  Code.  At  that  time,  I  also 
submitted  a  report  to  the  Congress  pursu¬ 
ant  to  section  204(b)  of  IEEPA  (50  U.S.C. 
1703(b)).  Section  204  of  IEEPA  requires 
follow-up  reports,  with  respect  to  actions  or 
changes,  to  be  submitted  every  6  months. 
Additionally,  section  401(c)  of  the  NEA  re¬ 
quires  that  the  President,  within  90  days 
after  the  end  of  each  6-month  period  fol¬ 
lowing  a  declaration  of  a  national  emergen- 
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cy,  report  to  the  Congress  on  the  total  ex¬ 
penditures  directly  attributable  to  that  dec¬ 
laration.  This  report,  covering  the  6-month 
period  from  April  1,  1991,  to  September  30, 
1991,  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  these 
requirements. 

3.  Since  the  issuance  of  Executive  Order 
No.  12730,  the  Department  of  Commerce 
has  continued  to  administer  the  system  of 
export  controls,  including  antiboycott  provi¬ 
sions,  contained  in  the  Export  Administra¬ 
tion  Regulations.  In  administering  these 
controls,  the  Department  has  acted  under  a 
policy  of  conforming  actions  under  Execu¬ 
tive  Order  No.  12730  to  those  required 
under  the  Export  Administration  Act,  inso¬ 
far  as  appropriate. 

4.  Since  my  last  report  to  the  Congress, 
there  have  been  several  significant  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  area  of  export  controls: 

We  continued  to  address  the  threat  to  the 
national  security  and  foreign  policy  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  United  States  posed  by  the 
spread  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  In 
Executive  Order  No.  12735  of  November 
16,  1990,  and  the  Enhanced  Proliferation 
Control  Initiative  of  December  13,  1990 
(“EPCI”),  we  had  announced  major  steps  to 
strengthen  export  controls  over  goods,  tech¬ 
nology,  and  other  forms  of  assistance  that 
can  contribute  to  the  spread  of  chemical 
and  biological  weapons  and  missile  systems. 

— On  March  7,  1991,  the  Department  of 
Commerce  issued  two  new  regulations 
and  a  proposed  rule  to  implement 
EPCI.  The  new  regulations  controlled 
the  export  of  50  chemicals  as  well  as 
dual-use  equipment  and  technical  data 
that  can  be  used  to  make  chemical  and 
biological  weapons.  (56  F.R.  10756  and 
10760,  March  13,  1991.) 

— On  August  15,  1991,  the  Department  of 
Commerce  made  the  proposed  rule 
final.  The  final  rule  expands  controls  to 
cover  exports  when  the  exporter  knows 
or  is  informed  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce  that  an  export  will  be  used 
for  missile  technology  or  chemical  or 
biological  weapons,  or  is  destined  for  a 
country,  region,  or  project  engaged  in 
such  activities.  The  rule  also  restricts 
U.S.  citizens  participation  in  such  activi¬ 
ties,  as  well  as  the  export  of  chemical 
plants  and  plant  designs.  (56  F.R. 


40494,  August  15,  1991.) 

— The  Department  of  Commerce  also 
issued  a  new  regulation  that  revises  the 
list  of  items  subject  to  control  for  nucle¬ 
ar  nonproliferation  reasons.  The  updat¬ 
ed  list  reflects  technological  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  field,  as  well  as  U.S.  nucle¬ 
ar  nonproliferation  policy.  (56  F.R. 
42652,  August  28,  1991.) 

In  light  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred 
in  Eastern  Europe,  negotiations  with  our 
Coordinating  Committee  (COCOM)  part¬ 
ners  yielded  a  streamlined  Core  List  of 
truly  strategic  items  that  will  remain  sub¬ 
ject  to  multilateral  national  security  con¬ 
trols.  The  Department  of  Commerce  imple¬ 
mented  this  new  Core  List  effective  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1991.  In  implementing  the  Core 
List  the  Department  totally  revised  its 
Commodity  Control  List,  now  called  the 
Commerce  Control  List  (CCL),  and  made 
certain  additional  substantive  changes  in 
controls.  (56  F.R.  42824,  August  29,  1991.) 

— For  the  first  time,  all  controlled  soft¬ 
ware  and  technical  data  have  been  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  CCL,  including  defi¬ 
nitions  for  these  items  that  parallel 
those  of  our  COCOM  partners. 

— Following  my  decision  to  remove  cer¬ 
tain  sanctions  under  the  Comprehen¬ 
sive  Anti-Apartheid  Act,  controls  on 
certain  exports  to  South  Africa  of  com¬ 
puters,  aircraft,  and  petroleum  prod¬ 
ucts  have  been  removed.  Other  con¬ 
trols  affecting  South  Africa,  such  as 
those  implemented  pursuant  to  the 
United  Nations  arms  embargo,  remain 
in  place. 

— On  August  28,  1991,  the  Department  of 
Commerce  submitted  a  report  to  the 
Congress  indicating  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  was  reformulating  controls  on  ex¬ 
ports  to  countries  that  had  been  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  as  re¬ 
peatedly  having  provided  support  for 
acts  of  international  terrorism.  In  a  few 
instances  we  reported  that  controls 
were  being  expanded,  particularly  with 
respect  to  Iran  and  Syria,  the  only  two 
of  the  six  countries  designated  as  ter¬ 
rorist-supporting  not  presently  subject 
to  separate  trade  embargoes.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  report  indicated  that  the  De- 
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partment  was  expanding  controls  on 
items  of  missile  proliferation  concern. 
The  changes  reported  to  the  Congress 
were  implemented  in  the  course  of  re¬ 
vising  the  CCL. 

Enforcement  efforts  have  continued  una¬ 
bated: 

— On  August  21,  1991,  the  Department  of 
Commerce  renewed  a  previous  Tempo¬ 
rary  Denial  Order  to  withhold  the 
export  privileges  of  a  Dutch  company, 
Delft  Instruments  N.V.,  and  certain  re¬ 
lated  companies,  in  connection  with  an 
investigation  of  illegal  reexport  of  U.S.- 
origin  night  vision  equipment  to  Iraq. 
(56  F.R.  42977,  August  30,  1991.) 

— On  August  28,  1991,  Special  Agents 
from  the  Department  of  Commerce’s 
Bureau  of  Export  Administration  arrest¬ 
ed  two  Iranian  businessmen  in  Newport 
Beach,  California,  on  charges  of  illegal¬ 
ly  exporting  to  Iran  U.S.-origin  equip¬ 
ment  with  possible  nuclear  and/or  mis¬ 
sile  technology  applications.  The  two 
businessmen  were  subsequently 
charged  in  a  17-count  indictment  with 
conspiracy,  illegally  exporting  U.S.- 
origin  equipment,  and  making  false 
statements  to  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  connection  with  the  ex¬ 
ports. 

— Following  numerous  discussions  with 
officials  of  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary, 
and  Poland,  the  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce  has  assisted  the  new  East  Euro¬ 
pean  democracies  to  implement  and 
strengthen  their  export  control  systems. 


including  prelicense  inspections  and 
postshipment  verifications.  These  de¬ 
velopments  will  allow  for  enhanced  and 
much-needed  trade  in  high  technology 
items  in  the  region,  while  helping  to 
prevent  unauthorized  shipments  or 
uses  of  such  items. 

5.  The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  6-month  period  from 
April  1,  1991  to  September  30,  1991,  that 
are  directly  attributable  to  the  exercise  of 
authorities  conferred  by  the  declaration  of  a 
national  emergency  with  respect  to  export 
controls  were  largely  centered  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Export 
Administration.  Expenditures  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce  are  anticipated  to 
be  $20,390,000.00,  most  of  which  repre¬ 
sents  wage  and  salary  costs  for  Federal  per¬ 
sonnel. 

6.  The  unrestricted  access  of  foreign  par¬ 
ties  to  U.S.  goods,  technology,  and  technical 
data  and  the  existence  of  certain  boycott 
practices  of  foreign  nations,  in  light  of  the 
expiration  of  the  Export  Administration  Act 
of  1979,  continue  to  constitute  an  unusual 
and  extraordinary  threat  to  the  national  se¬ 
curity,  foreign  policy,  and  economy  of  the 
United  States.  I  shall  continue  to  exercise 
the  powers  at  my  disposal  to  retain  the 
export  control  system,  including  the  anti¬ 
boycott  provisions,  and  will  continue  to 
report  periodically  to  the  Congress. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  17,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Deferring  Sanctions  Under  Driftnet 
Fishing  Agreements  With  the  Republic  of  Korea  and  Taiwan 
October  18 ,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  conservation  of  high  seas  living 
marine  resources  and  averting  threats  to 
such  resources  have  become  important 
international  issues  in  recent  years.  Much  of 
the  concern  has  focused  on  the  use  of  the 
large-scale  pelagic  driftnet  fishing  method. 
The  United  States  has  worked  with  several 


high  seas  driftnet  fishing  countries  to  assess 
the  impacts  that  these  methods  have  upon 
the  marine  environment  through  coopera¬ 
tive  high  seas  monitoring  programs.  The 
data  collected  in  these  programs  has  sub¬ 
stantiated  concerns  about  the  destructive 
nature  of  this  wasteful  fishing  technique. 

The  international  community  recognizes 
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the  problems  posed  by  large-scale  pelagic 
driftnet  fishing  on  the  high  seas.  In  Decem¬ 
ber  1989,  the  United  States  cosponsored 
Resolution  44/225  that  was  adopted  by  con¬ 
sensus  by  the  United  Nations  General  As¬ 
sembly  (UNGA),  as  was  reaffirmation  Reso¬ 
lution  45/197  a  year  later.  UNGA  Resolu¬ 
tion  44/225  calls  for  an  end  to  the  use  of 
large-scale  pelagic  driftnets  on  the  high  seas 
by  June  30,  1992,  unless  jointly  agreed  con¬ 
servation  and  management  regimes  can  be 
put  in  place  to  prevent  the  unacceptable 
impacts  posed  by  this  fishing  method  on  the 
marine  environment.  The  scientific  data 
show  the  indiscriminate  nature  of  this  fish¬ 
ing  technique.  Thus,  I  fully  expect  that  all 
those  involved  in  large-scale  pelagic  driftnet 
fisheries  will  make  plans  to  end  such  fishing 
by  June  30,  1992.  Accordingly,  I  have  in¬ 
structed  Secretary  Baker  to  seek  such  com¬ 
mitments  from  driftnet  fishing  countries. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
(b)  of  the  Pelly  Amendment  to  the  Fisher¬ 
men’s  Protective  Act  of  1967,  as  amended 
(22  U.S.C.  1978),  I  am  reporting  to  you  fol¬ 
lowing  certification  by  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce  on  August  13,  1991,  that  the 
Republic  of  Korea  (ROK)  and  Taiwan  violat¬ 
ed  the  terms  of  the  cooperative  scientific 
monitoring  and  enforcement  agreements 
the  United  States  has  with  the  ROK  and 
Taiwan.  The  Secretary’s  letter  to  me  was 
deemed  to  be  a  certification  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  subsection  (a)  of  the  Pelly  Amend¬ 
ment.  Subsection  (a)  requires  that  I  consider 
and,  at  my  discretion,  order  the  prohibition 
of  imports  into  the  United  States  of  fish 
products  from  the  ROK  and  Taiwan,  to  the 
extent  that  such  prohibition  is  sanctioned 
by  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade. 

Since  certification,  both  the  ROK  and 
Taiwan  have  responded  to  U.S.  concerns  in 
some  measure.  The  ROK  has  recalled  to 
port  all  the  Korean  driftnet  vessels  that 
were  detected  by  U.S.  enforcement  patrols 
beyond  the  high  seas  driftnet  fishing  bound¬ 
aries,  instructed  its  commercial  and  en¬ 
forcement  vessels  to  adhere  to  the  ROK 
regulations  enacted  pursuant  to  the  U.S.- 
ROK  driftnet  agreement,  and  imposed  pen¬ 
alties  on  masters  and  owners  of  14  violating 
vessels.  Since  the  ROK  certification,  Korean 
driftnet  vessels  appear  to  have  operated  in 


accordance  with  the  boundary  provisions  of 
the  U.S. -ROK  driftnet  agreement;  however, 
as  of  October  5,  seven  Korean  driftnet  ves¬ 
sels  had  failed  to  return  to  port  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  ROK  recall  notice.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  ROK  has  expressed  its 
regret  for  the  violations  and  has  assured  the 
United  States  that  it  will  do  its  utmost  to 
ensure  that  its  vessels  adhere  to  all  relevant 
enforcement  provisions  outlined  in  the  U.S.- 
ROK  driftnet  agreement. 

Taiwan  has  yet  to  take  remedial"  and  pu¬ 
nitive  measures  with  respect  to  its  driftnet 
vessels  found  operating  outside  of  the  pre¬ 
scribed  high  seas  fishing  area  in  the  North 
Pacific.  The  authorities  on  Taiwan,  howev¬ 
er,  have  noted  that  the  vessels  in  question 
have  been  boarded  and  investigated  on  the 
high  seas  by  Taiwan  patrol  vessels  and  that 
punitive  actions  would  be  contemplated  at 
the  close  of  the  current  fishing  season  when 
the  fishing  vessels  return  to  their  home 
ports. 

Taiwan  has  responded  to  the  general  con¬ 
cern  of  the  international  community  by 
positively  addressing  the  fundamental  ob¬ 
jective  of  ending  large-scale  pelagic  driftnet 
fishing  on  the  high  seas  by  June  30,  1992,  as 
called  for  by  UNGA  Resolution  44/225.  On 
September  13,  1991,  our  representatives  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  authorities  on 
Taiwan  that  stated  that  the  Executive  Yuan 
reiterated  a  government  policy  to  end  the 
use  of  this  fishing  method  by  June  30,  1992. 
We  place  great  reliance  on  the  authorities 
on  Taiwan  to  implement  this  policy  in  a 
forthright  and  timely  manner. 

I  have  decided  to  defer  sanctions  against 
Taiwan  and  Korea  for  90  days  pending  eval¬ 
uation  of  any  additional  remedial  and  puni¬ 
tive  measures  that  each  may  take  regarding 
the  1991  violations  for  which  it  was  certi¬ 
fied  and  their  adherence  to  the  driftnet 
agreements. 

Over  the  longer  term,  I  will  watch  closely 
their  commitment  to  end  large-scale  pelagic 
driftnet  fishing  on  the  high  seas  by  June  30, 
1992,  in  line  with  the  desire  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  to  end  such  fishing  by 
that  date. 

Certification  of  Korea  or  Taiwan  will  be 
continued  pending  review  of  their  perform¬ 
ance.  I  have  directed  Secretary  Mosbacher, 
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in  cooperation  with  Secretary  Baker,  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  monitor  developments  relating  to 
large-scale  pelagic  driftnetting  conducted 
on  the  high  seas  by  the  ROK  and  Taiwan 
and  to  report  to  me  in  90  days  or  as  other¬ 


wise  warranted. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  18,  1991. 


Statement  on  the  Middle  East  Peace  Conference 
October  18,  1991 


I  am  extremely  pleased  that  Secretary  of 
State  Baker  and  Foreign  Minister  Pankin 
have  announced  that  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  are  issuing  invitations  to  a 
Middle  East  peace  conference  in  Madrid 
beginning  on  October  30. 

I  myself  plan  to  be  there  to  help  open 
this  historic  gathering,  one  with  the  poten¬ 
tial  to  bring  true  peace  and  security  to  the 
peoples  of  the  area. 

As  the  invitation  makes  clear,  the  objec¬ 
tive  of  the  effort  is  nothing  less  than  a  just, 


lasting,  and  comprehensive  settlement  of 
the  Arab-Israeli  conflict,  to  be  achieved 
through  a  two-track  approach  of  direct  ne¬ 
gotiations  between  Israel  and  the  Arab 
States  and  Israel  and  the  Palestinians  based 
upon  U.N.  Security  Council  Resolutions  242 
and  338. 

I  very  much  hope  that  all  those  invited 
will  respond  quickly  and  affirmatively  so 
that  the  necessary  organization  and  prep¬ 
arations  can  be  completed  for  this  historic 
undertaking. 


Remarks  at  the  Swearing-In  Ceremony  of  Clarence  Thomas  as  an 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
October  18,  1991 


Welcome,  all,  to  the  White  House.  Mr. 
Vice  President  and  Mrs.  Quayle,  a  warm 
welcome,  and  of  course,  to  the  members  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  And  may  I  simply  say 
that  Barbara  and  I  join  with  you  and  with 
all  the  Nation  in  mourning  the  loss  of  Nan 
Rehnquist,  the  wife  of  the  Chief  Justice. 

Let  me  also  welcome  the  many  Members 
of  the  United  States  Congress  that  are  with 
us  today,  single  out  but  a  few:  Minority 
Leader  Dole,  and  Chairman  Biden  and 
ranking  member  Thurmond  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  so  many  others.  Members  of  our 
Cabinet  over  here  and  so  many  friends  of 
Clarence  Thomas,  who  have  worked  with 
him  here  in  Washington.  And  of  course,  I 
should  especially  single  out  Senator  Jack 
Danforth,  a  man  every  American  would  be 
proud  to  call  friend. 

And  of  course,  those  •  special  guests,  the 
many  members  of  Clarence  Thomas’  family 


here  today:  his  wife,  Ginnie;  son  Jamal  here 
in  the  front  row;  and  Clarence’s  mother, 
Mrs.  Leola  Williams;  his  sister,  Emma  Mae 
Martin;  his  brother,  Myers;  his  cousins.  It 
reminds  me  of  Pinafore,  his  cousins,  sisters, 
aunts.  [Laughter]  But  that’s  the  way  it 
ought  to  be.  And  all  of  you,  some  of  whom 
drove  all  the  way  up,  I  see  a  little  advertise¬ 
ment  over  here,  from  Pin  Point,  Georgia,  to 
be  here  this  afternoon.  That’s  600  long 
miles,  but  I’ve  got  a  feeling  they  might 
have  driven  6,000  miles  to  be  here  today. 

People  from  far  and  wide,  from  all  walks 
of  life,  all  levels  of  education  and  income, 
have  come  here  today  in  testament  to  the 
character  of  Clarence  Thomas.  But  what 
brought  you  here  is  also  something  more: 
the  power  of  the  American  ideal;  the  values 
of  faith  and  family,  of  hard  work  and  oppor¬ 
tunity.  These  are  the  values  that  unite  us 
all,  that  give  America  meaning. 
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America  is  the  first  nation  in  history 
founded  on  an  idea,  on  the  unshakable  cer¬ 
tainty  that  all  men  are  created  equal.  When 
we  ask  our  Justices  to  uphold  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  we  entrust  to  them  the  laws  that  give 
life  to  our  principles.  Clarence  Thomas  now 
joins  the  distinguished  ranks  of  jurists  to 
whom  we  entrust  this  sacred  task,  who,  in 
the  stark  and  simple  phrase  of  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  tells  us  “what  the  law  is.” 

I  said  when  I  nominated  Clarence 
Thomas  that  this  man  is  a  fiercely  inde¬ 
pendent  thinker,  with  an  excellent  legal 
mind,  who  believes  passionately  in  equal 
opportunity  for  all  Americans.  Since  then, 
the  whole  Nation  has  learned  that  the  pas¬ 
sion  and  the  intellect  and  the  independence 
of  mind  all  spring  from  a  single  source,  an 
inner  strength  stamped  on  his  character 
long  ago  when  he  walked  the  dirt  roads  of 
Pin  Point. 

Clarence  Thomas  comes  to  the  Supreme 
Court  having  worked  in  the  private  sector, 
having  served  in  State  government  and  in 
every  branch  of  Federal  Government.  Each 
position  will  serve  him  well  on  the  Court, 
sharpening  his  vantage  point  on  the  many 
questions  that  come  before  him.  These  are 
the  man’s  qualifications.  They  are  not  the 
same  as  his  experience. 

Clarence  Thomas  knows  firsthand  the 
searing  hate  and  sting  of  segregation.  He 
knows  the  cold  face  of  indifference,  the  un¬ 


thinking  cruelty  that  tells  some  men  and 
women  that  society  expects  little  of  them 
and  offers  even  less. 

But  Clarence  Thomas  would  not  be  here 
today  if  there  were  not  more  to  his  story. 
He’s  known  his  share  of  the  joys  of  life:  the 
love  of  family,  the  devotion  of  friends,  the 
kind  gestures  from  people  committed  to  de¬ 
cency  and  fairness,  to  justice  and  to  the 
American  dream. 

Clarence  Thomas  has  endured  America  at 
its  worst,  and  he’s  answered  with  America 
at  its  best.  He  brings  that  hard-won  experi¬ 
ence  to  the  High  Court,  and  America  will 
be  better  for  it. 

So,  let  me  say  to  everyone  here:  Don’t  be 
overawed  by  the  solemnity  of  this  moment. 
Celebrate  this  day.  See  what  this  son  of  Pin 
Point  has  made  of  himself.  See  how  he 
makes  us  proud  of  America,  proud  of  all 
that  is  best  in  us. 

In  just  a  few  moments,  we  will  bear  wit¬ 
ness  as  the  oath  of  office  is  administered  to 
our  Nation’s  newest  Supreme  Court  Justice. 
Before  we  do,  let  me  say  on  a  personal 
level,  America  is  blessed  to  have  a  man  of 
this  character  serve  on  its  highest  court. 

Clarence  Thomas,  Mr.  Justice  Thomas, 
congratulations.  And  now  I’d  like  to  ask  Jus¬ 
tice  Byron  White  to  administer  the  oath. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2  p.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  of  the  White  House. 


Message  to  the  Congress  on  the  Determination  Not  To  Impose 
Sanctions  Against  Mexico  Under  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariff's 
and  Trade 
October  21,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States : 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
(b)  of  the  Pelly  Amendment  to  the  Fisher¬ 
men’s  Protective  Act  of  1967,  as  amended 
(22  U.S.C.  1978),  I  am  reporting  to  you  that 
on  August  22,  1991,  the  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce  reported  to  me  that  the  country  of 
Mexico  has  been  under  a  court-ordered  em¬ 
bargo  since  February  22,  1991.  No  yellow- 
fin  tuna  or  products  derived  from  yellowfin 


tuna  harvested  by  Mexico  with  purse  seines 
in  the  eastern  tropical  Pacific  Ocean  may 
be  imported  into  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary’s  letter  to  me  was  deemed 
to  be  a  certification  for  the  purposes  of  sub¬ 
section  (a)  of  the  Pelly  Amendment.  Subsec¬ 
tion  (a)  requires  that  I  consider  and,  at  my 
discretion,  order  the  prohibition  of  imports 
into  the  United  States  of  fish  and  fish  prod¬ 
ucts  from  Mexico,  to  the  extent  that  such 
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prohibition  is  consistent  with  the  General 
Agreements  on  Tariffs  and  Trade.  Subsec¬ 
tion  (b)  requires  me  to  report  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  within  60  days  following  certification 
on  the  actions  taken  pursuant  to  the  certifi¬ 
cation;  if  fish  and  wildlife  imports  have  not 
been  prohibited,  the  report  must  state  the 
reasons  for  the  lack  of  a  prohibition. 

After  thorough  review,  I  have  deter¬ 
mined  that,  given  that  an  embargo  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  effect  and  given  the  continuing 
negotiations  with  Mexico  toward  an  interna¬ 
tional  dolphin  conservation  program  in  the 


eastern  tropical  Pacific  Ocean,  sanctions 
will  not  be  imposed  against  Mexico  at  this 
time.  Mexico  will  continue  to  be  certified, 
and  we  will  review  Mexico’s  marine 
mammal  incidental  mortality  under  the 
Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act  if  a  finding 
is  requested  for  1992.  I  will  make  further 
reports  and  recommendations  to  you  as  de¬ 
velopments  warrant. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  21,  1991. 


Nomination  of  Kay  Coles  James  To  Be  Associate  Director  for 
National  Drug  Control  Policy 
October  21,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Kay  Coles  James,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  to  be  Associate  Director  for  National 
Drug  Control  Policy.  She  would  succeed 
Reggie  B.  Walton. 

Since  1990  Ms.  James  has  served  as  exec¬ 
utive  vice  president  and  chief  operating  of¬ 
ficer  of  One  to  One  Partnership,  Inc.,  in 
Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this,  she  served  as 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Public  Affairs  at  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  in  Washington,  DC,  1989-1990;  di¬ 
rector  of  public  affairs  for  the  National 


Right  to  Life  Committee  in  Washington, 
DC,  1985-1988;  and  personnel  director  of 
Circuit  City  Stores,  Inc.,  in  Beltsville,  MD, 
1983-1985.  From  1981  to  1983,  Ms.  James 
served  as  director  of  community  education 
and  development  for  Housing  Opportuni¬ 
ties  Made  Equal  in  Richmond,  VA. 

Ms.  James  graduated  from  the  Hampton 
Institute  in  Hampton,  VA  (B.S.,  1971).  She 
was  born  June  1,  1949,  in  Portsmouth,  VA. 
Ms.  James  is  married,  has  three  children, 
and  resides  in  Annandale,  VA. 


Remarks  at  the  Welcoming  Ceremony  for  President  Vaclav  Havel  of 

Czechoslovakia 

October  22,  1991 


President  Bush.  Today  we  welcome  a 
man  whose  moral  authority  makes  him  a 
hero  not  simply  in  his  own  land  but  every¬ 
where  that  people  cherish  freedom:  Presi¬ 
dent  Vaclav  Havel. 

I  suspect  the  life  of  Vaclav  Havel,  Presi¬ 
dent,  would  tax  even  the  imagination  of 
Vaclav  Havel,  playwright.  Yet  your  life  in¬ 
spires  us  precisely  because  it  shows  that 
greatness  begins  with  small  acts  of  con¬ 
science  and  personal  decency,  acts  that 


each  one  of  us  can  perform. 

Confronted  with  a  wall  of  lies,  you  sum¬ 
moned  the  courage  to  “live  in  truth,”  to 
shun  the  silence  that  allows  the  lie  to  live, 
to  speak  out  and  risk  the  consequences. 
That  courage  sustained  you  through  5  long 
years  in  prison,  as  an  outcast  in  your  own 
country,  to  the  chill  autumn  night  2  years 
ago  when  the  people  of  Czechoslovakia 
came  to  Wenceslas  Square.  At  first,  a  few 
candles  flickered  in  the  night  sky.  In  time, 
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the  square  was  ablaze  with  light.  The 
Velvet  Revolution  had  begun. 

Long  before  that  night,  you  had  written 
about  “the  power  of  the  powerless.”  In  the 
Revolution  of  ’89,  the  world  saw  the  Czech 
and  Slovak  people  break  their  chains;  the 
world  witnessed  once  more  the  awesome 
power  of  the  democratic  idea. 

Today,  the  electricity  of  revolution  has 
given  way  to  the  sober  business  of  democra¬ 
cy  building.  Your  Federal  Republic  faces 
the  challenge  of  three  revolutions:  First,  an 
economic  revolution  to  replace  the  failed 
command  system  with  the  free  market. 
Second,  a  political  revolution  to  replace  the 
totalitarian  travesty  with  democratic  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  tyranny  of  men  with  the 
rule  of  law  so  that  Czechs  and  Slovaks, 
working  together,  can  build  a  secure  future. 
And  third  and  most  important,  you  face  a 
moral  revolution,  the  need  to  build  public 
trust  and  tolerance,  to  trade  the  cynicism 
that  helped  people  survive  the  old  regime 
for  the  idealism  that  will  help  you  build  a 
new  one. 

For  40  years,  the  ruling  regime  fed  your 
people  nothing  but  lies:  a  steady  diet  of 
quotas  fulfilled,  record  harvests,  unanimous 
votes,  and  unending  progress;  an  elaborate 
fantasy  that  fooled  no  one.  Today,  Mr. 
President,  you  lead  a  people  who  know  that 
being  free  means  facing  the  truth,  prefer¬ 
ring  fact  to  fiction,  no  matter  how  harsh  the 
truth  may  be. 

Your  struggle  is  far  from  over.  Every¬ 
where  across  your  country  you  feel  the 
strains,  the  dislocations,  and  depressed 
standard  of  living.  And  I  know  the  transi¬ 
tion  has  hit  particularly  hard  in  Slovakia. 

Yet  your  country  has  made  impressive 
progress.  You’ve  taken  decisive  steps  to  pri¬ 
vatize  state  enterprises,  to  liberalize  trade 
and  investment,  to  lift  restrictions  on  pri¬ 
vate  enterprise.  Each  barrier  you  sweep 
away  unleashes  the  energies  of  free  enter¬ 
prise,  liberates  the  Czech  and  Slovak  people 
to  pursue  their  ideas  and  ideals. 

America  stands  with  you  in  this  effort. 
Our  trade  enhancement  initiative  aims  at 
opening  American  markets  to  your  prod¬ 
ucts.  We  seek  through  a  special  review  to 
expand  your  benefits  under  our  General¬ 
ized  System  of  Preferences.  Our  enterprise 
fund  will  channel  capital  to  Czech  and 


Slovak  entrepreneurs  ready  to  put  it  to 
work.  OPIC,  the  U.S.  Government’s  Over¬ 
seas  Private  Investment  Corporation,  has 
just  completed  a  mission  to  Czechoslovakia, 
the  largest  mission  OPIC  has  ever  led  to 
any  country.  During  your  visit,  our  Govern¬ 
ments  will  sign  the  new  bilateral  invest¬ 
ment  treaty,  assuring  an  attractive  invest¬ 
ment  climate  for  American  firms  that  do 
business  in  your  country. 

A  few  days  ago,  I  signed  a  document  ex¬ 
empting  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Re¬ 
public  from  the  requirement  of  an  annual 
Jackson- Vanik  review.  I  hope  for  early  con¬ 
gressional  action  to  grant  your  country  per¬ 
manent  most-favored-nation  status.  And  to 
aid  Czechoslovakia  in  its  efforts  to  join  the 
global  economy,  I  call  on  the  World  Bank 
and  the  European  Bank  for  Reconstruction 
and  Development  to  provide  assistance  to 
pipeline  projects  already  under  consider¬ 
ation. 

As  your  Federal  Republic  transforms  itself 
within,  it  also  has  claimed  its  place  in  the 
councils  of  Europe.  Mr.  President,  as  a 
founder  of  Charter  77,  you  lived  through 
the  days  when  the  secret  police  ransacked 
homes  for  papers  related  to  the  Helsinki 
accords.  You  must  marvel  that  Prague  now 
serves  as  home  to  the  permanent  Secretar¬ 
iat  of  the  CSCE. 

Nearly  one  year  ago  when  I  addressed 
your  Federal  Assembly,  sir,  I  spoke  of 
America’s  enduring  role  in  Europe  and  of 
our  vision  of  a  new  commonwealth  of  free¬ 
dom.  I  know  you  share  that  vision,  and  I 
value  your  strong  conviction  that  the  U.S. 
should  remain  in  Europe  as  a  guarantor  of 
security.  Together,  on  both  sides  of  the  At¬ 
lantic,  we  can  work  as  partners  in  a  grow¬ 
ing  community  of  free  nations  to  extend  the 
values  of  democracy,  free  enterprise,  and 
the  rule  of  law. 

Your  country  knows  better  than  most  the 
harsh  lessons  of  history,  what  happens  when 
aggression  goes  unchecked.  When  Iraq  in¬ 
vaded  Kuwait,  the  Czech  and  Slovak  people 
stepped  forward  to  take  their  place  in  the 
coalition  against  the  aggressor.  Even  as  it 
struggled  to  secure  its  own  fragile  inde¬ 
pendence,  your  country  came  to  the  de¬ 
fense  of  a  nation  in  need. 

You  led  the  way  in  showing  a  new 
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Europe  that  the  security  of  one  state  is  in¬ 
separable  from  the  security  of  all.  I  wel¬ 
come  the  opportunity  to  reaffirm  today  my 
country’s  commitment  to  your  success,  to 
the  promise  of  democracy  and  independ¬ 
ence. 

Once  again,  Mr.  President,  welcome  to 
the  White  House.  And  may  God  bless  the 
Czech  and  Slovak  people. 

President  Havel  Mr.  President,  ladies  and 
gentlemen.  Let  me,  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
Czechoslovak  delegation,  thank  you  for 
your  warm  welcome.  I  have  a  good  feeling 
that  we  are  coming  to  friends  with  whom 
we  share  the  same  attitude  toward  the  prin¬ 
cipal  values  of  life  and  who,  therefore,  un¬ 
derstand  our  problems  and  needs. 

Our  friendship  has  deep  roots  and  has 
gone  through  a  difficult  test  of  time.  In  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  our  people,  it  survived 
the  adversity  of  the  long  decades  of  the 
totalitarian  era  to  be  given  a  new  dimen¬ 
sion  by  the  freedom  reborn  in  my  country  2 
years  ago.  The  legacy  of  the  fathers  of 
Czechoslovak-American  cooperation — the 
founder  of  our  State,  Tomas  Garrigue  Masa- 
ryk,  and  President  Woodrow  Wilson — has 
thus  been  fulfilled. 

It  makes  me  happy  to  feel  that  I  can 
regard  you,  Mr.  President,  as  a  friend  of 
Czechoslovakia  and  as  my  personal  friend. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  when  I  have  an 
opportunity  to  step  on  the  soil  of  your  coun¬ 
try.  I  shall  never  forget  the  reception  ac¬ 
corded  to  me  during  my  last  year’s  visit 
when  I  came  here  for  the  first  time  in  the 
capacity  of  head  of  state.  Today,  I  am  start¬ 


ing  my  first  official  state  visit  to  your  coun¬ 
try,  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  seeing  it 
unfold  no  less  successfully. 

It  will  certainly  be  a  breakthrough  in  our 
relations  as  significant  documents  are  to  be 
signed  on  this  occasion.  A  permanent  place 
among  them  will  be  held  by  the  declaration 
on  the  relations  between  our  countries  in 
which  we  shall  express  our  resolve  to  work 
together  for  the  advancement  of  our  coop¬ 
eration.  In  so  doing,  we  shall  make  a  contri¬ 
bution,  even  if  a  limited  one,  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  traditional  partnership 
between  the  United  States  and  Europe.  We 
do  see  in  this  partnership  a  guarantee  of 
our  own  stability  and  security. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  our  visit  to  your 
country,  for  which  we  prepared  with 
utmost  care,  will  achieve  its  purpose  and 
confirm  what  I  have  said  with  much  pleas¬ 
ure  a  number  of  times  already,  namely,  that 
relations  between  Czechoslovakia  and  the 
United  States  have  never  been  as  good  as 
they  are  now. 

Thank  you. 

Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  10:12  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where 
President  Havel  was  accorded  a  formal  wel¬ 
come  with  full  military  honors.  In  his  re¬ 
marks,  President  Bush  referred  to  Presiden¬ 
tial  Determination  No.  92-3  of  October  16 
concerning  Czechoslovak  emigration  policy 
and  Charter  77,  a  group  of  Czechoslovak 
dissidents  founded  in  1977  to  address 
human  rights  issues  within  Czechoslovakia . 
President  Havel  spoke  in  Czech,  and  his 
remarks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 


Joint  Declaration  of  the  United  States  and  the  Czech  and  Slovak 
Federal  Republic 
October  22,  1991 


The  United  States  and  Czechoslovakia  are 
bound  by  a  commitment  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles  of  democracy,  human  liberty 
and  the  rule  of  law.  These  values  form  the 
basis  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  as  well  as  of 
the  Czechoslovak  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  which  was  written  in  the  United 


States  and  signed  in  1918.  Slovak  and 
Czech  representatives,  led  by  Tomas  Garri¬ 
gue  Masaryk  and  Milan  Rastislav  Stefanik, 
inspired  by  the  concepts  of  freedom  and 
democracy,  brought  to  life  the  idea  of  a 
common  Czecho-Slovak  State.  It  became  a 
model  parliamentary  democracy  in  the 
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heart  of  Europe  that  flourished  until  falling 
victim  to  Nazism  and  Stalinism.  The  United 
States  remained  steadfast  in  its  belief  that 
democracy  and  freedom  must  come  to 
Czechoslovakia.  The  monuments  to  Ameri¬ 
can  soldiers  and  airmen  who  gave  their 
lives  for  the  freedom  of  Czechs  and  Slovaks 
bear  witness  to  that  commitment. 

The  Czechoslovak  democratic  revolution 
of  1989  opened  the  way  to  a  new  beginning 
in  Czechoslovak-U.S.  relations.  The  United 
States  reaffirms  its  commitment  to  Czechs 
and  Slovaks  as  they  work  to  consolidate  a 
free,  prosperous,  and  independent  society. 
The  United  States  values  the  participation 
of  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Republic 
in  the  commonwealth  of  free  nations  and 
considers  its  security  and  independence  in¬ 
tegral  to  the  new  Europe,  whole  and  free. 

Our  relations  are  based  on  the  United 
Nations  Charter,  on  the  principles  em¬ 
braced  in  the  Helsinki  Final  Act,  the  Paris 
Charter  of  the  Conference  on  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe,  and  other  CSCE 
commitments.  Our  nations  and  peoples  un¬ 
derstand  that  to  promote  fundamental 
human  rights  is  also  to  accept  the  responsi¬ 
bility  to  look  beyond  personal,  ethnic,  or 
regional  self-interest  and  work  toward  the 
common  good.  We  are  committed  to  devel¬ 
oping  our  new  partnership  through  an  en¬ 
hanced  political  dialogue  and  regular  con¬ 
tacts  at  all  levels  in  areas  of  common  inter¬ 
est. 

We  will  work  together  as  members  of  the 
growing  Euro-Atlantic  community,  support¬ 
ed  by  the  Atlantic  link,  European  integra¬ 
tion,  and  regional  cooperation.  The  CSFR 
considers  the  presence  of  the  United  States 
in  Europe  as  indispensable  to  peace  and 
security  in  this  new  community.  Czechoslo¬ 
vakia  and  the  United  States  will  help  to 
build  a  new  system  of  cooperative  security 
in  Europe  based  on  democracy  and  respect 
for  the  Helsinki  principles  which  will  com¬ 
plement  NATO  and  its  indispensable  role  in 
safeguarding  European  security.  The  CSFR 
welcomes  the  proposal  to  develop  new  in¬ 
stitutional  relationships  with  NATO,  includ¬ 
ing  regular  meetings,  participation  in  some 
of  the  meetings  of  NATO  committees  and 
groups,  and  increasing  civilian  and  military 
exchanges. 

We  share  the  conviction  that  only  a 


market  economy  releases  the  creative  po¬ 
tential  of  individuals  and  constitutes  an  es¬ 
sential  condition  for  economic  and  social 
development  and  prosperity.  The  United 
States  hopes  to  assist  Czechoslovakia  in 
making  the  transition  to  a  free  market 
economy  as  rapid  and  as  smooth  as  possible. 
It  is  our  mutual  hope  that  the  Czech  and 
Slovak-American  Enterprise  Fund  and  the 
new  Bilateral  Investment  Treaty  will  ad¬ 
vance  the  progress  of  the  reform  now  un¬ 
derway.  Similarly,  we  support  the  efforts 
undertaken,  in  the  context  of  the  Group  of 
24,  to  provide  assistance  to  the  reforming 
economies  of  Central  and  Eastern  Europe. 

The  CSFR  and  the  United  States  call  for 
the  early  conclusion  of  the  Uruguay  Round 
of  the  GATT.  This  agreement  on  trade  is 
essential  to  the  successful  pursuit  of  our 
common  goals  of  economic  reform  and 
growth  in  the  countries  of  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe  and  globally.  Recognizing  the 
importance  of  free  trade,  the  CSFR  wel¬ 
comes  the  steps  taken  by  the  United  States 
to  provide  expanded  market  access. 

The  United  States  and  the  Czech  and 
Slovak  Federal  Republic  reaffirm  the  im¬ 
portance  of  cooperative  regional  ties.  We 
recognize  that  the  strengthening  of  the  tra¬ 
ditional  economic,  cultural,  and  political  ties 
which  bind  together  the  states  and  people 
of  Central  Europe  will  help  them  overcome 
historic  national  antagonisms  and  will  ad¬ 
vance  their  integration  into  Europe.  The 
United  States  welcomes  the  increasing  co¬ 
operation  undertaken  by  Czechoslovakia 
and  other  countries  of  the  region,  and  be¬ 
lieves  that  such  cooperation  will  help  assure 
the  irreversibility  of  democratic  change  and 
the  peaceful  settlement  of  all  disputes. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Republic  are 
convinced  that  the  principles  of  this  decla¬ 
ration  will  further  strengthen  the  bonds  of 
lasting  friendship  and  cooperation  between 
both  states,  as  an  integral  element  of  the 
broader  partnership  that  binds  the  United 
States  and  Europe  and  of  a  new  world 
order  based  on  democratic  values  and  the 
rule  of  law. 

Note:  This  declaration  was  made  available 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  was 
not  issued  as  a  White  House  press  release. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Meeting  with  the  Secretary  of 

Agriculture 

October  22,  1991 


Aid  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  going  to  pro¬ 
vide  aid  for  the  Soviets  for  the  winter? 

The  President  Nobody  is  going  to  starve, 
and  people  are  not  going  to  be  adversely 
affected  in  their  health  for  lack  of  medicine. 
But  we’re  not — we’re  going  to  hear  from 
the  Secretary  as  to  what  he  feels  is  re¬ 
quired.  And  we’ve  always,  the  United  States 
has  always  been  open  for  humanitarian  sup¬ 
port,  for  humanitarian  needs.  But  we  have 
made  no  decisions  on  any  of  this  yet.  I  read 
one  report  from  Ed  Madigan.  I  now  am 
going  to  have  a  more  detailed  presentation 
here.  And  then  we’ve  got  to  tie  all  of  this 
together. 

Secretary  Brady  is  back  from  Asia,  where 
they  had  a  meeting  of  the  G-7  regarding 
the  overall  demands  or  requests  from  the 
Soviet  Union.  And  you’ve  got  to  consider 
the  foreign  policy  aspects  of  it.  Mr.  Zoellick 
is  with  us  today.  So,  we’ve  got  a  lot  of  plan¬ 
ning  before  we - 

Q.  Well,  how  quickly  are  you  prepared  to 
meet  those - 

The  President  Well,  do  it  in  a  reasonable, 
prudent  way,  to  take  whatever  time  is  re¬ 
quired  to  be  sure  what  you’re  doing  makes 
sense.  We’ve  got  a  lot  of  domestic  prob¬ 
lems.  We’ve  got  a  lot  of  domestic  demands 
here,  and  we’ve  got  to  sort  it  all  out.  So,  I 
don’t  know.  I  can’t  give  you  an  exact  time- 
frame  as  to  when  we  will  have  a  plan. 
We’ve  got  many  other  countries  we’re 


working  with  on  this.  So,  it’s  not  just  the 
United  States  waving  a  wand  and  solving 
problems.  We’ve  got  our  own  resource 
problems.  We  want  to  help.  We’ve  got  to 
coordinate  this  with  other  countries.  So,  I 
just  can’t  help  you  on  the  exact  timeframe. 

Hostages  in  Lebanon 

Q.  Are  we  seeing  the  end  of  the  hostage 
crisis  in  Lebanon? 

The  President  This  takes  me  back  to 
Maine,  in  August,  when  we  kept  talking 
about  all  the  hostages  coming  out,  you  re¬ 
member?  And  I  said,  “Listen,  please  don’t 
press  me  on  this.  I  do  not  want  to  get  the 
hopes  of  these  families  up.”  And  sure 
enough,  one  hostage  released,  and  now, 
thank  God,  another.  We’re  very  pleased 
about  that.  But  we  just  have  to  keep  sup¬ 
porting  the  efforts  that  are  going  on  right 
now  to  get  the  release  of  all  of  them.  But  I 
just  can’t,  again,  help  you  on  timing  on  that. 

Thank  you  all. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  2:15  p.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 
During  the  exchange ,  the  President  referred 
to  Robert  B.  Zoellick ,  Counselor  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State.  The  President  also  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Group  of  7  (G-7),  the  industri¬ 
alized  democracies  that  participate  in 
annual  economic  summit  meetings.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Release  of  American 
Hostage  Jesse  Turner 
October  22,  1991 


We  rejoice  with  Mr.  Jesse  Turner  and  his 
family  at  his  release  after  so  many  years  in 
unjust  captivity.  We  pray  that  he  is  in  good 
health  and  will  soon  be  reunited  with  his 
family.  Our  special  State  Department  re¬ 


ception  team  left  the  U.S.  at  midday  for 
Wiesbaden,  Germany,  to  provide  any  assist¬ 
ance  possible. 

We  cannot  forget  that  others  remain  hos¬ 
tage.  We  call  again  for  the  safe,  immediate, 
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and  unconditional  release  of  all  those  in  the 
region  who  are  held  hostage  outside  the 
process  of  law.  We  also  seek  a  full  account¬ 
ing  of  those  who  have  died  in  captivity, 
including  return  of  their  remains. 

We  appreciate  the  efforts  of  all  those  who 


helped  make  this  release  possible  and  wel¬ 
come  the  humanitarian  efforts  of  the  U.N. 
Secretary-General.  Mr.  Turner  had  been  in 
captivity  for  nearly  5  years.  Four  other 
American  hostages  remain. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  Executive  Order  on  Civil  Justice  Reform 
October  23,  1991 


Welcome,  everyone.  I’m  of  course  very 
grateful  to  Dan  Quayle,  our  Vice  President, 
for  his  hard  work  on  the  issue  that  I  want  to 
discuss  today  and  to  many  of  you  here  who 
have  been  very  helpful  in  all  of  this.  I  want 
to  single  out  our  nominee  for  Attorney 
General,  Bill  Barr,  the  Acting  Attorney 
General,  and  Ken  Starr,  the  Solicitor  Gener¬ 
al  who  headed  the  working  group  that  pro¬ 
duced  what  I  think  is  a  very  fine  report. 

A  little  more  than  2  months  ago,  the  Vice 
President  outlined  our  agenda  for  civil  jus¬ 
tice  reform  before  the  American  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  That  speech  unleashed  a  national 
debate,  a  flurry  of  mail  here  at  the  White 
House,  I  might  add,  and  some  of  the  best 
lawyer  jokes  that  Fve  heard  in  years. 
[Laughter] 

But  were  not  here  today  to  make  an  easy 
hit  on  lawyers.  Frankly,  I  don’t  think  that 
the  problem  rests  with  lawyers;  the  prob¬ 
lem  stems  from  a  legal  system  that  just  spun 
out  of  control.  Sadly,  we’ve  become  the 
most  litigious  society  in  the  world. 

In  order  to  restore  sanity  to  our  civil  jus¬ 
tice  system,  the  Competitiveness  Council 
that  the  Vice  President  chairs  has  recom¬ 
mended  extensive  and  concrete  steps  that 
we  can  take,  starting  today,  to  get  our  legal 
system  back  on  track.  There’s  50  recom¬ 
mendations,  and  these  50  recommendations 
include  changes  in  the  rules  of  discovery, 
adoption  in  certain  areas  of  the  “loser  pays” 
rule,  encouragement  of  alternative  dispute 
resolution,  caps  on  punitive  damages,  and 
changes  in  the  rules  and  expert  evidence  to 
end  the  use  of  “junk  science”  on  the  wit¬ 
ness  stand. 

I’ve  named  only  a  few  of  our  many  rec¬ 
ommendations.  Some  of  these  proposals  re¬ 
quire  Federal  legislation,  and  we’re  going 


to  be  transmitting  that  up  to  the  Congress 
very,  very  soon.  Other  proposals  require 
action  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Today’s  Exec¬ 
utive  order  will  apply  most  of  these  recom¬ 
mendations,  where  possible,  to  the  Federal 
Government.  And  I’m  asking  every  agency 
head,  many  here  today,  to  do  everything 
possible  to  fully  and  effectively  implement 
the  Executive  order. 

With  all  that  said,  let  me  get  to  the  heart 
of  the  matter.  Civil  justice  reform  is  abso¬ 
lutely  essential  to  our  country’s  well-being. 
I’m  talking  about  access  to  health  care  and 
quality  of  life.  Parents  are  having  a  tough 
time  finding  an  obstetrician  just  out  there 
in  some  of  the  States  because  many  obste¬ 
tricians  found  it  wasn’t  worth  it  to  practice 
anymore.  I’m  talking  about  beneficial  new 
products  that  never  reach  the  marketplace 
at  all  because  of  liability  concerns. 

I’m  talking  about  jobs.  We  got  a  letter  the 
other  day  from  an  architect  in  California 
named  Charles  Yaeger.  Here’s  what  he 
wrote,  “I  have  many  friends  who  are  going 
out  of  business  because  of  fear  of  lawsuits.” 

And  I’m  talking  about  inflation  and  con¬ 
sumer  prices.  The  owner  of  Zaun’s  Trust¬ 
worthy  Hardware  in  Iowa,  Brad  Zaun, 
wrote  to  us  as  follows:  “As  a  business  owner 
myself,  the  liability  insurance  is  getting  out 
of  hand.  The  manufacturers  could  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  their  prices  both  wholesale 
and  retail,  which  would  stimulate  our  econ¬ 
omy.” 

Maybe  other  countries  don’t  have  this 
problem  because  every  other  Western  de¬ 
mocracy  has  the  “loser  pays”  rule  in  order 
to  discourage  senseless  lawsuits.  Maybe  it’s 
because  we  have  most  of  the  world’s  law¬ 
yers  here  in  America.  Maybe  it’s  because 
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the  pop  culture  in  this  country  encourages 
lawsuits. 

I  don’t  know  how  many  of  you  watch 
Hulk  Hogan  in  the  movie,  but  he’s  got  a 
brand  new  movie  out  there,  and  at  one 
point  he  asks  the  bad  guys  if  they’re  going 
to  beat  him  up.  You  know  what  the  bad 
guys  replied?  “Hey,  this  is  the  nineties; 
we’re  going  to  sue  you.”  [Laughter] 

People  around  the  country  understand 
that,  and  they  have  understood  it  for  some 
time.  And  we’ve  got  to  get  something  done 
about  it.  You  see  the  problem  everywhere. 
From  the  hindrance  of  new  medicines  to 
local  bans  of  firework  displays  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  the  fear  of  outlandish  litiga¬ 
tion  has  begun  to  strangle  the  American 
dream. 

Americans  understand  that  civil  justice 
reform  means  growth,  competitiveness,  and 
jobs.  That’s  why  I  feel  so  strongly  about 
these  recommendations  by  Dan  Quayle’s 
Competitiveness  Council.  This  is  not  a  par¬ 


tisan  issue;  we  keep  making  that  point.  It’s 
a  matter  of  overcoming  the  vested  interests 
and  changing  the  status  quo  to  ensure  a 
better  and  most  prosperous  life  for  all 
Americans. 

The  Federal  Government  is  the  largest 
single  consumer  of  legal  resources.  As  the 
client,  I’m  asking  you,  the  Government’s 
top  lawyers,  to  help  us  change  the  status 
quo.  The  Executive  order  will  hold  you  to 
higher  standards  than  private  practitioners. 
But  it  will  also  give  us  the  opportunity  to 
lead  the  country  by  example  toward  civil 
justice  reform. 

Today  we’re  taking  the  first  step.  And 
now  I  want  to  invite  Bill  Barr  and  Ken 
Starr  to  join  Dan  Quayle  and  me  up  here  as 
I  sign  this  Executive  order.  And  again, 
thank  you  all  very  much  for  coming. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:43  a.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House. 
The  Executive  order  is  listed  in  Appendix  E 
at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Middle  East  Peace 

Conference 

October  23,  1991 


We  are  extremely  pleased  that  we  now 
have  in  hand  the  acceptances  of  all  those 
invited  to  participate  in  the  Middle  East 
peace  conference.  We  believe  this  positive 
response  constitutes  another  significant 
milestone  on  the  path  of  resolving  the 
Arab-Israeli  conflict.  As  the  President  said 
at  the  time  the  invitations  were  issued,  we 


Nomination  of  Kevin  E.  Moley  To 
and  Human  Services 
October  23 ,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Kevin  E.  Moley,  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of  Health  and 
Human  Services.  He  would  succeed  Con- 


view  this  conference  as  having  the  potential 
to  bring  true  peace  and  security  to  the 
region.  We  very  much  hope  that  all  those 
attending  will  come  to  Madrid  with  an 
open  mind,  ready  to  begin  on  October  30 
to  set  aside  the  hatreds  and  suspicions  of 
the  past  and  work  toward  building  a  new, 
more  peaceful  Middle  East. 


Be  Deputy  Secretary  of  Health 


stance  Horner. 

Since  1989,  Mr.  Moley  has  served  as  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  for  Management  and 
Budget  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health 
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and  Human  Services.  Prior  to  this,  he 
served  with  the  Health  Care  Financing  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  Office  of  Prepaid  Health  Care 
at  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  as  Director,  1986-1988, 
and  Confidential  Assistant  to  the  Adminis¬ 
trator  and  then  Acting  Administrator  of  Op¬ 
erations,  1984-1986.  Mr.  Moley  also  served 
as  a  district  group  manager  for  CNA  Insur¬ 


ance  Co.  of  Chicago  and  for  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  marketing  and 
underwriting  management  positions. 

Mr.  Moley  served  in  the  U.S.  Marine 
Corps,  1965-1971.  He  was  born  November 
7,  1946,  in  New  York,  NY.  Mr.  Moley  is 
married,  has  one  child,  and  resides  in 
McLean,  VA. 


Remarks  at  the  Veterans  of  the  Office  of  Strategic  Services  Dinner 
October  23,  1991 


Well,  thank  you,  Judge  McGivern  and 
Geoffrey  Jones  and  General  Quinn  and 
Vangie  Bruce.  Barbara  and  I  are  just  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  with  you.  I  want  to  salute,  first 
off,  my  two  predecessors  as  DCI:  Dick 
Helms  over  here  and  Bill  Colby  over  there, 
both  of  whom  taught  me  an  awful  lot  and 
helped  me  during  that  one  fantastic  year 
that  I  was  privileged  to  serve  at  Langley. 
And  it’s  good  to  see  in  the  audience  our 
next  Director  of  Central  Intelligence,  my 
dear,  trusted  friend,  Bob  Gates. 

I  want  to  salute  particularly  those  who 
have  come  here  from  Norway  and  from 
France  and  from  England  honoring  the 
memory  of  the  OAS — OSS.  Not  that  I 
should  get  into  this  language  business  here, 
OAS,  OSS,  you  can’t  tell  one — [laughter] — 
no,  but  I  think  it’s  a  wonderful  tribute  to 
the  common  bond  that  they  are  here  with 
us  tonight.  I’m  also  delighted  that  Sophia 
Casey  could  be  here  this  evening,  Bill’s 
widow. 

And  I  wanted  to  salute  another  man  I 
served  with  who’s  not  here  tonight,  but 
that’s  Bill  Webster,  upon  whom  I  relied  so 
heavily  and  who,  in  my  view,  served  so 
very,  very  well  as  DCI.  And  also  the  man 
that  stepped  into  his  shoes,  Dick  Kerr,  who 
stepped  in  and  guided  and  is  guiding  this 
agency  in  complicated  times  when  Bill  left. 
Dick’s  over  here,  and  I’m  just  delighted  he’s 
with  us.  And  I’m  very  grateful  to  both  of 
them.  Also,  two  other  special  people  with 
us  tonight:  A  member  of  my  Cabinet,  Carla 
Hills,  who’s  doing  an  outstanding  job  nego¬ 
tiating  these  trade  agreements,  and  also  my 


trusted  NSC  Adviser,  Brent  Scowcroft  over 
here. 

And  one  last  one,  a  man  that  shows  you 
can  do  it.  When  the  President  says  let’s  go, 
he  knows  how  to  carry  it  out.  And  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about  General  Stiner,  over  here,  who 
I’ll  always  be  grateful  to. 

I  had  no  idea  that  I’d  get  such  a  big, 
heavy  medal.  I’m  wondering  if  it’s  record¬ 
ing,  around  this  crowd  here.  [Laughter] 

But  seeing  Evangeline  Bruce  over  here 
reminds  me  of  a  story  about  D-day.  General 
Donovan,  the  story  goes,  told  David  Bruce 
that  he  had  arranged  to  be  buried  at  Arling¬ 
ton  and  asked  David  if  he  had  done  the 
same.  And  suddenly  alarmed,  David  said, 
“No,  and  why  do  you  ask?”  Donovan  re¬ 
plied,  “You  should  get  a  plot  near  mine. 
Then  we  can  start  an  underground  togeth¬ 
er.”  [Laughter]  I  don’t  know  if  that’s  true. 
[Laughter] 

But  seriously,  I  will  always  treasure  this 
Donovan  Award.  It  will  remind  me  always 
to  honor  the  general’s  memory. 

I  may  well  turn  out  to  be  the  last  Ameri¬ 
can  President  of  World  War  II  vintage. 
Time  does  march  on.  But  I  am  one  who  will 
never  forget  the  honor  and  the  decency 
and  the  courage  of  the  OSS.  It  will  be  with 
me  as  long  as  I  live. 

And  as  for  William  Donovan,  he  was  one 
of  those  rare  statesmen  whose  deeds  and 
ideas  will  continue  to  guide  and  inspire  free 
people  long  after  his  time,  indeed  long  after 
your  time  and  mine.  Next  year  we  cele¬ 
brate  half  a  century  since  Bill  founded  the 
OSS  and  established  intelligence  capabilities 
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to  make  the  United  States  an  enduring 
force  for  world  freedom.  And  though  32 
years  have  passed  since  General  Donovan’s 
death,  his  legacy  lives  in  the  breezes  of 
freedom  that  enliven  Dresden  and  Kiev 
and  Krakow. 

William  Donovan  believed  that  the  way 
to  avoid  a  hot  war  was  to  win  the  cold  war. 
And  for  two  succeeding  generations,  thou¬ 
sands  of  men  and  women  in  our  intelli¬ 
gence  community  fought  that  struggle  for 
world  peace  and  freedom.  Many  of  you,  you 
OSS  veterans,  stood  in  the  front  ranks. 

Four  OSS  men  became  chiefs  of  the  CIA: 
Allen  Dulles,  Dick  Helms,  and  Bill  Colby 
and  Bill  Casey.  Historians  will  record  their 
courage,  their  leadership,  and  yes,  their  pa¬ 
triotism. 

We’ve  heard  too  much,  and  much  unfair 
and  untrue,  of  failure  in  recent  weeks  and 
too  little  of  CIA’s  crucial  part  in  this  victory 
for  freedom.  And  we’ve  heard  too  little  of 
the  sacrifice  you  and  those  you  trained 
made  to  advance  democracy.  We’ve  heard 
too  little  of  the  cold  war  victory  that  is 
indeed  your  special  triumph. 

But  I  am  confident  that  history  will  honor 
the  “cold  warriors”  of  the  Agency,  of  CIA: 
The  men  and  women  who  struggled  in  the 
shadows,  sent  messages  over  the  airwaves, 
smuggled  forbidden  books  and  magazines, 
all  to  help  pierce  the  Iron  Curtain.  History 
will  praise  the  secret  strategies  and  oper¬ 
ations,  the  personal  valor  and  organizational 
excellence  that  gave  our  intelligence  com¬ 
munity  success  in  its  cold  war  mission. 

And  history  will  indeed  marvel  at  the 
vision  of  William  Donovan.  General  Dono¬ 
van  made  a  clear-eyed  distinction  between 
means  and  ends.  He  saw  the  need  for 
strong  intelligence  capabilities  even  outside 
the  wartime,  but  he  never  thought  of  the 
intelligence  function  as  an  end  in  itself.  And 
though  he  was  acclaimed  in  his  lifetime  as 
the  father  of  American  central  intelligence, 
he  said  he  would  rather  be  remembered  for 
his  contribution  to  a  peaceful  world  order, 
to  a  true  community  of  free  nations. 

More  than  three  decades  ago,  he  foresaw 
today’s  events,  miraculous  events.  And 
here’s  the  quote:  “Someday  the  Iron  Cur¬ 
tain  will  lift,”  he  declared,  “and  the  captive 
nations  of  East  Europe  will  become  part  of 
a  United  Europe.  Even  Russia,  purged  by 


future  events  of  its  desire  to  bully  and 
subdue  its  neighbors,  will  be  a  member,  and 
given  the  genius  of  the  Russian  people,  a 
highly  respected  and  valued  member.” 
How’s  that  for  your  vision  thing? 

As  Bill  Donovan’s  bold  vision  becomes  a 
reality,  we  must  preserve  solid  American 
intelligence  capabilities.  We  need  them  for 
this  promising  new  era  no  less  than  we  re¬ 
quired  them  for  the  period  that  followed 
the  Second  World  War. 

I  mentioned  this  earlier,  but  let  me  just 
state  again:  I  have  chosen  a  vigorous  new 
leader  to  be  the  Director  of  Central  Intelli¬ 
gence,  Bob  Gates.  And  he  is  a  tough- 
minded  innovator,  and  he  is  an  independ¬ 
ent  thinker  with  a  passion  for  excellence. 
And  he  has  served  by  my  side  through 
Panama  crisis,  through  Desert  Storm, 
through  the  drama  of  August  in  Moscow, 
and  I  have  the  fullest  trust  in  his  integrity 
and  ability. 

And  I  was  very  pleased,  and  I’m  sure  you 
were,  by  the  strong  Senate  Intelligence 
Committee  vote  to  endorse  Bob’s  nomina¬ 
tion.  And  let  me  just  say  I  hope  you  will 
join  me  in  urging  the  full  Senate  to  confirm 
him  promptly.  He’s  got  a  big  and  important 
job  to  do. 

Bob’s  mission  is  to  lead  our  intelligence 
community  in  changing  as  profoundly  as 
the  world  has  changed.  The  collapse  of 
Soviet  communism  will  affect  the  world  as 
dramatically  and  favorably  as  did  the  defeat 
of  Hitler  and  the  Axis.  After  V-E  Day,  the 
OSS  no  longer  needed  to  parachute  Jed- 
burghs  into  Germany.  By  the  same  logic, 
we  have  less  need  to  apply  some  of  our 
more  daring  and  costly  collection  methods 
to  gain  intelligence  from  post-Communist 
Europe  and  Russia.  Just  as  we  can  now 
afford  to  make  sweeping  cuts  in  nuclear 
forces  once  used  to  deter  the  Soviet  threat, 
we  can  and  we  will  make  better  use  of  the 
assets  we  once  needed  to  penetrate  Soviet 
secrecy. 

By  no  means  can  we  or  should  we  or  will 
we  let  our  guard  down.  Let  no  one  mistake 
our  confidence  and  good  will  for  weakness. 
Were  not  about  to  dismantle  the  intelli¬ 
gence  capabilities  that  we’ve  worked  so 
hard  to  rebuild,  but  we  must  adapt  them  to 
new  realities. 
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Success  in  the  struggle  against  commu¬ 
nism  does  not  mean  the  CIA’s  work  is  done. 
Bob  Gate’s  challenge,  the  community’s  chal¬ 
lenge,  the  challenge  of  the  excellent  men 
and  women  in  Langley  and  elsewhere  in 
the  intelligence  community,  is  to  move 
beyond  the  cold  war  to  the  complex  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  21st  century.  Tomorrow’s  intel¬ 
ligence  community  will  need  to  consolidate 
and  extend  freedom’s  gains  against  totalitar¬ 
ianism.  Intelligence  will  enhance  our  pro¬ 
tection  against  terrorism,  against  the  drug 
menace.  Intelligence  will  help  our  policy¬ 
makers  understand  emerging  economic  op¬ 
portunities  and  challenges.  It  will  help  us 
thwart  anyone  who  tries  to  steal  our  tech¬ 
nology  or  otherwise  refuses  to  play  by  the 
competitive  rules.  It  will  help  us  seek  peace 
and  avert  conflicts  in  regions  of  dangerous 
tension. 

One  task  for  tomorrow’s  intelligence 
community  is  especially  urgent:  Stopping 
the  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  de¬ 
struction,  biological  weapons,  chemical 
weapons,  nuclear  weapons,  ballistic  missiles. 
This  is  a  life-or-death  mission,  and  I’m  going 
to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  make  sure 
American  intelligence  has  the  resources  and 
the  leadership  to  get  the  job  done. 

Tomorrow’s  job  will  be  easier  because 
today’s  intelligence  community  has  given  its 
successors  a  head  start.  As  President,  I’m 
privileged  to  know  some  unsung  American 
heroes  of  the  here  and  now,  heroes  who 
will  never  wear  a  medal;  they’ll  never  sit  at 
the  head  table.  It’s  well  that  we  remember 
past  embodiments  of  American  courage:  the 
Swamp  Fox;  the  ragged  Continentals;  the 
men  of  the  Fighting  69th;  the  poets  and 
lawyers,  women  and  men,  of  the  OSS.  But 
be  assured  that  right  this  very  day,  our  in¬ 
telligence  professionals  are  performing 
deeds  as  brave  and  vital  as  those  of  any 
heroes  in  our  history.  Be  assured  that  victo¬ 
ry  in  Desert  Storm  cost  so  few  American 
lives  because,  in  my  view  at  least,  our  intel¬ 
ligence  community  did  its  work  with  char¬ 
acteristic  brilliance. 

America  will  keep  faith  with  these 
women  and  men.  Under  Bob  Gate’s  direc¬ 
tion,  we  will  dramatically  expand  our 
human  intelligence  collection  efforts.  We 
will  give  our  officers  and  analysts  the  very 
finest  in  support  technology.  And  we  will 


show  no  tolerance  for  those  who  leak  se¬ 
crets  that  protect  our  intelligence  profes¬ 
sionals’  lives. 

I  was  only  out  at  Langley  a  short  time.  I 
want  to  relate  something  to  you  because 
few  moments  for  me  have  been  more  pain¬ 
ful  than  the  occasion  I  had,  just  before  I 
became  DCI,  to  meet  with  the  son  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Welch,  a  CIA  station  chief  murdered  by 
left-wing  terrorists  after  his  name  and  posi¬ 
tion  had  been  disclosed  to  the  press.  What 
was  I  to  say  to  this  young  man?  Why  has  his 
father  died?  So  that  a  reckless  ideologue 
could  sell  more  books,  Philip  Agee’s  “Coun¬ 
terspy”  having  blown  Richard  Welch’s 
cover?  I  don’t  care  how  long  I  live,  I  will 
never  forgive  Philip  Agee  and  those  like 
him  who  wantonly  sacrifice  the  lives  of  in¬ 
telligence  officers  who  loyally  serve  their 
country. 

Not  long  ago,  not  long  ago  over  in  the 
Roosevelt  Room  in  the  White  House,  I  in¬ 
vited  a  group  of  CIA  station  chiefs  who  had 
been  instrumental  in  the  success  of  Desert 
Shield  and  Desert  Storm.  They  were  the 
station  chiefs  from  that  whole  Middle  East 
area.  And  I  explained  that  I  just  wanted  to 
shake  their  hands  and  address  them  face  to 
face  and  tell  them  how  deeply  I  appreciate 
their  courage  and  devotion  to  our  country. 
And  I  wish  I  could  personally  thank  every 
individual  who  serves  selflessly  out  there, 
takes  the  risks  that  they  do. 

But  I  forgot  to  tell  them  one  thing:  I  am 
sick  and  tired  of  those  in  the  political  arena 
or,  yes,  in  the  media  who  do  nothing  but 
carp  and  criticize  and  second-guess  the  in¬ 
telligence  community  of  the  United  States. 
Measuring  intentions,  as  everyone  in  this 
room  knows,  is  an  extraordinarily  difficult 
task,  and  no  one  can  expect  every  estimate 
to  turn  out  to  be  100  percent  correct  or  100 
percent  perfect. 

Let  me  sum  it  up  this  way.  I  am  absolute¬ 
ly  convinced — and  I  have  a  responsibility,  I 
think,  to  the  American  people  to  see  that 
this  is  true — but  I  am  absolutely  convinced 
that  we  have  the  finest  intelligence  service 
in  the  world.  It  is  second  to  none.  And  as 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  I 
intend  to  keep  it  that  way,  to  support  it,  to 
strengthen  it,  and  to  honor  those  who  serve 
with  such  selfless  dedication. 
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Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:38  p.m.  at 
the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel  Prior  to  his 
remarks ,  the  President  received  the  William 
J.  Donovan  Medal ,  awarded  to  those  who 
have  rendered  distinguished  service  in  the 
interest  of  the  democratic  process  and  the 
cause  of  freedom.  In  his  remarks,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  referred  to  Owen  McGivern,  chairman 
of  the  Donovan  Award  Committee;  Geof¬ 
frey  M.T.  Jones,  president  of  the  Veterans  of 


the  OSS;  Lt.  Gen.  William  W.  Quinn,  Ret., 
emcee  for  the  dinner;  Evangeline  Bell 
Bruce,  former  OSS  official  and  wife  of  the 
former  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  David  K.E.  Bruce;  Acting  Director  of 
Central  Intelligence  Richard  J.  Kerr;  and 
Gen.  Karl  Stiner,  Commander  of  the  U.S. 
Special  Operations  Command.  Richard  S. 
Welch,  a  CIA  official,  was  killed  in  Athens, 
Greece,  on  December  23,  1975.  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  these  remarks. 


Remarks  to  Public  Administration  Groups  on  Public  Service 
October  24,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much  for  being 
here.  I  know  it’s  nice  to  get  off  of  work. 
[Laughter]  But  I’m  talking  about  getting 
people  this  interested  in  public  service  to 
come  together.  I’m  particularly  pleased  to 
see  Tim  Clark,  who  is  president  of  the  na¬ 
tional  capital  area  chapter  of  the  American 
Society  for  Public  Administration;  Ray 
Kline,  over  here,  the  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Public  Administrators; 
and  then  my  old  friend  Dave  Maxwell,  vice 
chairman  of  the  Council  for  Excellence  in 
Government,  all  interested  in  public  serv¬ 
ice. 

I  am  delighted  to  join  you  this  morning.  I 
come  here,  I  hope,  in  a  constructive  vein  to 
discuss  two  issues  that  we  all  care  about 
deeply:  public  service  and  then,  Tim 
touched  on  it,  public  faith  in  government. 

Like  many  of  you,  I  have  devoted  much 
of  my  adult  life  to  public  service.  And  I, 
too,  cherish  public  service  really  as  a  special 
honor  and  a  personal  obligation.  And  I 
always  have.  Long  ago,  my  dad  served  for 
years  as  the  moderator  of  the  town  meet¬ 
ing,  the  Connecticut  town  meeting  in  our 
town  of  Greenwich.  It  convened  once  a 
month,  and  people  came  there  and  talked 
about  whatever  concerned  them  as  they 
always  do  at  town  meetings.  It  could  be 
rowdy  or  boring.  The  meetings  always, 
though,  gave  people  a  special  sense  that 
their  opinions  made  a  difference  and  that 
they  shared  something  special  with  their 


neighbors  and  friends.  Those  meetings 
taught  me  just  what  we  mean  when  we  talk 
of  a  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  and  for  the  people. 

The  notion  of  public  service  has  always 
motivated  Americans  to  be  Americans. 
More  than  150  years  ago,  de  Tocqueville 
noted  with  some  astonishment  that  “When 
an  American  needs  the  assistance  of  his  fel¬ 
lows,  it  is  very  rare  for  that  to  be  refused, 
and  I  have  often  seen  it  given  spontaneous¬ 
ly  and  eagerly.”  He  did  not  mistake  us  for 
saints.  He  understood  that  freedom  de¬ 
mands  such  service  to  others. 

It  also  demands  that  public  servants  lead 
by  example.  Americans  will  not  tolerate  hy¬ 
pocrisy.  People  in  other  countries  wonder 
why  we  make  such  a  fuss  when  our  leaders 
violate  our  standards  of  behavior.  The 
reason  is  simple:  As  Americans,  we  feel  that 
we  have  a  destiny  to  lead,  to  show  the  way 
by  ideals,  not  just  to  ourselves  but  to  the 
entire  world. 

Yet  while  our  Government  rests  upon  un¬ 
changing  principle,  it  cannot  rest  upon  past 
achievements.  Government,  like  everything 
else,  must  evolve.  Our  long  and  sturdy  tra¬ 
dition  of  tolerance  enables  us  to  test  new 
ideas  through  public  debate.  When  Con¬ 
gress  considers  issues,  no  one  minds  a  tough 
and  honest  discussion.  We  expect  it.  By  the 
same  token,  we  want  and  expect  our  free 
press  to  look  beneath  events,  take  account 
of  people’s  motives,  and  ask  tough  questions 
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rather  than  numbly  repeating  partisan 
propaganda  or  baseless  rumor.  We  demand 
integrity  in  public  behavior  and  discourse, 
and  when  we  don’t  get  it,  we  react. 

The  recent  hearings  on  Judge  Thomas 
stirred  a  kind  of  anger.  The  American 
people  saw  some  of  the  seamier  sides  of 
Washington  life.  They  saw  proceedings  that 
degenerated  into  target  practice  against 
good  men  and  women.  Ronnie  Perry  of 
Brunswick,  Georgia,  wrote  me  a  letter.  I 
don’t  know  him.  Here’s  what  it  said:  “It  is 
my  fear  that  good,  honest,  moral  men  and 
women  in  this  country  will  no  longer  sub¬ 
ject  themselves  to  the  ridicule  that  Judge 
Thomas  had  to  face.”  Likewise,  Anita  Hill’s 
backers  might  wonder  how  anyone  might 
be  expected  to  come  forward  in  the  future 
if  public  officials  cannot  maintain  proper 
confidentiality,  such  as  the  confidentiality 
promised  to  Professor  Hill. 

I  want  to  digress,  though,  in  fairness,  to 
read  from  page  3  of  the  hearings  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  because  Sena¬ 
tor  Biden,  in  my  judgment,  tried.  Here’s 
what  he  said  at  the  very  opening  of  these 
hearings:  “Second,  while  I  have  less  discre¬ 
tion  than  a  judge  in  a  trial  to  bar  inappro¬ 
priate  or  embarrassing  questions,  all  of  the 
witnesses  should  know  that  they  have  a 
right  to  ask  that  the  committee  go  into 
closed  session.”  He  cites  a  rule  here,  rule 
26.5,  “to  go  into  a  closed  session  if  a  ques¬ 
tion  requires  an  answer  that  is  a  clear  inva¬ 
sion  to  the  right  to  privacy. 

“The  committee  will  take  very  seriously 
the  request  of  any  witness  to  answer  par¬ 
ticularly  embarrassing  questions  as  they 
view  whether  or  not  it  is  embarrassing  to 
answer  those  questions  in  private.”  So  I 
salute  the  Chairman  for  those  words  that 
went  unheeded  as  the  process  unfolded. 

The  bruising  hearings  showed  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  political  factions  let  agendas 
overwhelm  personal  decency.  Some  people 
have  tried  to  drag  public  debate  to  a  new 
low,  searching  openly  for  dirt,  any  dirt, 
without  regard  to  people’s  rights  to  privacy, 
sometimes  without  concern  for  the  facts. 
While  crusading  pressure  groups  talk  about 
their  favorite  issues,  they  forget  that  human 
beings  sit  there  beneath  the  glare  of  the 
spotlight,  vulnerable  to  assault  from  all 
quarters.  The  piranha  tactics  of  smearing 


the  individual  and  ignoring  the  issue  serve 
no  public  purpose.  They  aim  to  destroy 
lives  and  wreck  reputations. 

The  dramatic  hearings  and  the  theatrics 
outside  the  hearing  rooms  captivated  the 
attention  of  the  American  public,  all  right. 
Millions  upon  millions  of  Americans 
watched  the  hearings  with  a  combination  of 
curiosity,  suspense,  and,  I  submit  to  you  all, 
disgust.  The  Nation  was  stunned  and  re¬ 
pulsed  by  the  spectacle.  The  scenes  from 
the  Senate  bore  little  resemblance  to  the 
tidy  legislative  process  that  we  all  studied  in 
school  and  that  we  describe  to  our  children, 
now,  maybe  to  our  grandchildren.  X-rated 
statements,  cross-examinations  pushed  aside 
the  soaps  and  Saturday  cartoons.  And  the 
process  seemed  unreal,  more  like  a  satire 
than  like  the  Government  in  which  all  of 
you,  in  which  I  take  so  much  pride;  more 
like  a  burlesque  show  than  a  civics  class. 

The  hearings  also  showed  that  politicians 
must  contend  with  a  host  of  different  forces 
and  influences.  The  public  saw  the  congres¬ 
sional  staffers  everywhere;  saw  outside  pres¬ 
sure  groups  exhorting  and  twisting,  and  the 
staffs  ever-present,  everywhere. 

I  worry  that  the  hearings  sent  our  people 
this  kind  of  false  message:  “If  you  want  to 
make  a  difference,  don’t  enter  public  serv¬ 
ice.  Join  a  special  interest  group.  That  way, 
whether  it’s  the  right  or  the  left,  join  a 
special  interest  group,  and  that  way  you  can 
fight  as  hard  as  you  want  or  as  dirty  as  you 
want  without  any  responsibility  for  the  re¬ 
sults.” 

I  served  in  Congress.  I  have  great  respect 
for  Congress.  I  know  the  incredible  pres¬ 
sure  and  difficulty  of  working  there.  But 
public  faith  in  Congress  is  absolutely  vital 
for  our  form  of  government.  I  think  we  can 
all  work  together  to  help  strengthen  its 
image  and  build  greater  public  support. 

Members  of  Congress  criticize  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch  all  the  time.  That’s  fine,  often 
constructively.  And  I  offer  these  sugges¬ 
tions,  then,  in  a  spirit  of  constructive  criti¬ 
cism. 

First,  given  the  outrageous  nature  of  the 
leaks  and  the  Senate’s  announced  intention 
of  going  after  them,  the  Senate  must  deter¬ 
mine  who  leaked  the  information  and 
turned  what  should  have  been  a  confiden- 
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tial  investigation  into  what  many  people 
who  wrote  me  described  as  “a  circus”  and 
“a  travesty.” 

Here’s  a  proposal  that  I  support:  The 
Senate  should  appoint  immediately  a  spe¬ 
cial  counsel  to  find  out  who  leaked  what 
and  for  what  reasons.  The  public  cares  very 
much  above  this  case,  and  in  my  view,  they 
will  for  a  long,  long  time.  And  the  investiga¬ 
tion  ought  to  focus  just  on  this  case.  And 
the  special  counsel  should  receive  unfet¬ 
tered  access  to  all  relevant  records  and  wit¬ 
nesses  and  should  have  subpoena  power  to 
get  the  truth.  The  Senate  ought  to  set  a 
clear  goal  for  finishing  up  the  investigation. 
I  suggest  January  3d,  when  it  returns  for  a 
new  session.  Frankly,  the  American  people 
just  will  not  understand  it  if  the  Senate  fails 
to  bring  the  leaker  or  leakers  to  justice. 

Second,  we  must  promote  more  tolerant, 
less  viciously  partisan  debate.  I’ve  heard 
complaints  that  the  White  House  does  not 
consult  sufficiently  with  Congress  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  these  nominations.  Frankly,  I  have 
tried  to  consult  with  Congress.  And  we  wel¬ 
come  closer  consultation.  Let  me  just  get 
that  out  on  the  table.  I  don’t  want  to  put 
any  nominee  through  a  public  meat  grind¬ 
er.  And  I  always  welcome  advice,  especially 
in  cases  that  might  prove  controversial. 

Much  of  what  I  have  to  say  today  has 
been  sharpened  by  discussion  with  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress.  But  let  me  make  it  clear:  I 
will  not  give  a  group  of  Senators  veto 
power  over  a  nominee  before  the  Senate 
has  conducted  hearings  and  held  a  confir¬ 
mation  vote.  I  will  not  surrender  Presiden¬ 
tial  authority  or  powers  any  more  than  Con¬ 
gress  will  surrender  its  power. 

In  any  event,  no  one  ought  to  accept  the 
charge  of  insufficient  consultation  as  an 
excuse  for  this  unforgivable  leak. 

Third,  the  hearings  focused  attention  on 
the  problem  of  sexual  harassment  in  the 
workplace.  We  have  taken  additional  steps 
at  the  White  House  as  recently  as  yesterday 
to  address  the  problem.  We  will  ensure  that 
employees  of  the  Executive  Office  of  the 
President  are  aware  of  the  problem  and  ap¬ 
preciate  fully  our  strong  commitment  to 
building  a  workplace  free  of  harassment. 
And  on  March  1st,  our  administration  sub¬ 
mitted  a  civil  rights  bill  that  contains  specif¬ 
ic  provisions  to  strengthen  penalties  against 


sexual  harassment  and  encourage  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  law.  That  was  back  on  March 
1st.  Congress  will  act  soon,  I  hope  by  pass¬ 
ing  my  civil  rights  bill.  And  at  the  very 
least,  I  hope  Congress  will  pass  the  portions 
on  which  we  have  reached  agreement. 

But  legislation  alone  can’t  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sexual  harassment  in  the  workplace. 
Sexual  harassment  is  ugly  behavior.  Togeth¬ 
er,  we  must  eradicate  prejudices,  not  just 
through  laws  but  through  simple  respect  for 
other  human  beings.  In  the  end,  laws  can 
punish  prejudice,  but  they  cannot,  alone 
anyway,  produce  enlightenment.  Only  we 
can  do  that  by  acting  on  our  convictions. 

The  Thomas  hearings  also  raised  concerns 
about  the  confirmation  process  generally. 
And  let  me  offer  several  specific  recom¬ 
mendations  for  reforming  the  process. 

First,  shorten  the  time-lapse  between 
nominations  and  confirmation;  shorten  it  to 
6  weeks.  It  takes  four  times  as  long  to 
secure  a  vote  today,  four  times  as  long  as  it 
did  just  30  years  ago  during  the  Presidency 
of  John  Kennedy.  It  took  the  Senate  an  av¬ 
erage  of  63  days  to  confirm  our  appoint¬ 
ments  sent  up  in  1989;  65  days  for  the 
group  nominated  in  1990.  We  now  have  a 
large  group  of  people  waiting  for  the 
Senate  to  vote  on  their  nominations,  and 
they  have  been  waiting  an  average  of  80 
days. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  week,  more  than 
190  nominations  remained  pending  before 
the  Senate.  A  few  examples:  I  nominated 
Bob  Clarke,  Robert  Clarke,  for  appointment 
as  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  on  January 
23d,  more  than  9  months  ago;  I  nominated 
Larry  Lindsey  for  a  seat  on  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  on  February  28th.  In  times 
of  economic  concern,  we  need  the  service 
of  these  people.  And  if  Members  of  the 
Senate  don’t  like  my  nominees,  then  they 
should  vote  against  them.  But  they  should 
not  stall  progress  by  resorting  to  the  old, 
and  in  my  view,  obsolete  technique  of  plac¬ 
ing  a  hold  on  nominations.  Once  again,  this 
isn’t  Republican  or  Democrat;  it  is  institu¬ 
tional. 

We  in  the  White  House  certainly  must  do 
our  part.  We  will  redouble  our  efforts  to 
ensure  that  nominees  complete  all  their  re¬ 
quired  paperwork  promptly  and  will  re- 
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spond  promptly  to  requests  for  further  im¬ 
portant  information.  I’ve  asked  our  Office 
of  the  White  House  Counsel  and  Office  of 
Government  Ethics  to  see  that  our  regula¬ 
tions  and  clearance  procedures  do  not,  how¬ 
ever,  discourage  public  service.  I  am  com¬ 
mitted  to  an  ethical  administration,  but  we 
must  ensure  that  our  rules  have  not  become 
so  detailed  and  so  onerous  as  to  scare  good, 
honest  people  away  from  public  service. 

And  second,  we  will  work  with  commit¬ 
tees  in  Congress  to  ensure  the  confidential¬ 
ity  of  information.  I  have  ordered  that  the 
FBI  reports  be  carried  directly  to  commit¬ 
tee  chairmen  and  any  members  designated 
by  the  chairmen.  The  members  will  read 
the  reports  immediately,  in  the  presence  of 
the  agent,  and  then  return  them.  No  FBI 
reports  will  stay  on  Capitol  Hill.  And  fur¬ 
thermore,  members  only  will  have  access  to 
these  reports.  Staffs  will  not  have  access  to 
these  reports. 

This  preserves  confidentiality.  In  my 
view,  it  protects  nominees.  It  protects  po¬ 
tential  witnesses  against  the  nominees.  And 
it  protects  the  Members  of  Congress. 

Third,  Congress  should  establish  a  mecha¬ 
nism  for  investigating  congressional  leaks 
thoroughly,  professionally,  promptly.  And 
Fve  met  this  week  with  several  leaders 
from  the  Senate  from  both  parties,  and  they 
agree  that  we  must  prevent  future  leaks 
and  establish  a  suitable  mechanism  for  in¬ 
vestigating  them  swiftly,  bringing  culprits 
to  justice. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  leaks  that  wreck 
lives  and  needlessly  destroy  reputations. 
The  law  already  prohibits  such  leaks  from 
the  executive  branch.  And  again,  we  intend 
to  enforce  that  law  rigorously.  I  know  it’s 
not  easy.  Tve  been  there.  I  saw  it  when  I 
was  Director  of  Central  Intelligence  when 
we  dealt  with  national  security.  I’ve  seen 
frustrating  leaks  in  the  White  House  that 
have  nothing  to  do  with  character  assassina¬ 
tion  or  national  security,  that  simply  relate 
to  policy  matters.  I  know  it’s  not  a  simple 
matter  here.  But  we’ve  got  to  do  better, 
both  the  executive  and  the  legislative 
branch. 

And  fourth,  Congress  ought  to  follow  the 
same  laws  that  it  imposes  on  everyone  else. 
More  than  a  dozen  laws  apply  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch,  but  not  the  Congress.  Most  of 


these  laws  apply  to  everyone  in  America 
except  Members  of  Congress.  Congress  does 
not  have  to  comply  with  the  Equal  Pay  Act 
of  1963.  It  does  not  have  to  follow  title  VII 
of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  a  title  that 
prohibits  sexual  harassment  and  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex,  religion, 
and  national  origin.  It  doesn’t  have  to  obey 
the  provisions  of  the  Americans  with  Dis¬ 
abilities  Act  of  1990,  the  Age  Discrimina¬ 
tion  in  Employment  Act. 

I  would  wager  that  the  American  people 
do  not  know  that  Congress  has  exempted 
itself  from  the  sexual  harassment  laws  pri¬ 
vate  employers  and  the  executive  branch 
must  obey.  And  they  have.  We’ve  heard 
choruses  of  criticism  against  the  evils  of 
sexual  harassment.  And  we’ve  received 
good  suggestions  about  how  to  become 
more  vigilant  about  this  insidious  crime. 
But  these  lessons  should  not  be  wasted  on 
the  men  and  women  who  drafted  the  law. 
For  you  see,  when  Congress  exempts  itself 
from  the  very  laws  that  it  writes  for  others, 
it  strikes  at  its  own  reputation  and  shatters 
public  confidence  in  government. 

These  exemptions  encourage  special  in¬ 
terest  groups  to  press,  then,  for  reckless 
regulations,  knowing  that  Congress  might 
adopt  such  laws  if  it  won’t  feel  the  sting  of 
these  laws.  This  practice  creates  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  reality  of  a  privileged  class  of 
rulers  who  stand  above  the  law.  Our  found¬ 
ers  thought  it  preposterous  to  suggest  that 
such  behavior  would  ever  take  place  in 
America. 

We  did  a  little  research.  Federalist  Paper 
number  57  asserts  that  elected  officials,  and 
here’s  the  exact  language,  “can  make  no 
law  which  will  not  have  in  full  operation  on 
themselves  and  their  friends,  as  well  as  on 
the  great  mass  of  society.”  The  writer  of 
that  paper  also  noted  ominously,  If  this 
spirit  shall  ever  be  so  far  debased  as  to  tol¬ 
erate  a  law  not  obligatory  on  the  legislature 
as  well  as  on  the  people,  the  people  will  be 
prepared  to  tolerate  anything  but  liberty.” 

The  people  have  begun  to  speak  now. 
And  today  I  call  upon  the  Congress  to  take 
a  simple  step  toward  increasing  public  con¬ 
fidence:  Submit  to  the  laws  it  imposes  on 
others,  including  strict  enforcement  provi¬ 
sions,  not  just  Ethics  Committee  jurisdic- 


1323 


Oct.  24  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


tion,  and  do  so  by  the  year’s  end. 

There’s  a  lot  of  just  plain  people  up  there 
on  the  Hill  trying  to  make  a  living.  And 
people  who  work  for  Congress  ought  to 
have  the  same  rights  and  legal  remedies  as 
those  who  work  for  anyone  else. 

But  Congress  also  must  submit  to  the 
laws  that  is  imposed  on  the  executive 
branch.  And  this  includes  the  Privacy  Act, 
which  prohibits  inappropriate  leaks  by  exec¬ 
utive  agencies,  title  VI  of  the  Ethics  in  Gov¬ 
ernment  Act  of  1978,  the  independent 
counsel  law. 

And  ail  of  us  should  demonstrate  our 
commitment  to  clean  and  effective  govern¬ 
ment.  From  the  very  start  of  my  adminis¬ 
tration,  I  made  it  absolutely  clear  that  I 
expect  my  appointees  to  follow  strict  stand¬ 
ards  of  propriety  so  the  American  people 
would  have  full  and  increasing  confidence 
in  our  ability  and  integrity. 

I  established  a  Commission  on  Federal 
Ethics  Law  Reform  in  January  of  1989.  1 
pushed  for  initiatives  that  resulted  in  the 
Ethics  Reform  Act  of  1989.  I  signed  an  Ex¬ 
ecutive  order  in  April  ’89,  setting  forth  the 
principles  of  ethical  Government  service. 
And  I  charged  the  Office  of  Government 
Ethics  with  issuing  a  single,  comprehensive, 
and  clear  set  of  objective,  reasonable,  and 
enforceable  standards.  Those  standards  will 
be  ready  soon.  They’re  out  now  for  review. 

In  the  executive  departments  and  the 
White  House  we  do  strive  to  set  and  meet 
high  standards  of  public  service.  I’ll  never 
be  happy.  We  can  always  do  better  in  the 
executive  branch,  in  the  departments,  and 
in  the  White  House.  And  I  pledge  to  the 
American  people  that  I’m  not  here  to  point 
fingers;  I  will  continue  to  see  that  we  do  a 
better  job  of  all  of  this  in  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government.  I’m  going  to 
keep  on  trying.  But  all  I’m  doing  here  is 
inviting  the  Congress  to  do  the  same.  Some¬ 
times  we  protest  too  much,  and  we  reform 
too  little.  And  so,  now  is  the  time  to  act. 

And  finally — going  on  too  long  here,  but 
I’m  wound  up  on  this.  [Laughter]  I  really 
feel  strongly  about  this.  Finally,  we  all  must 
remember  that  our  business  is  to  do  the 
public’s  business.  That  becomes  increasingly 
different  for  a  Congress  that  contains  more 
than  300  committees  and  subcommittees 
and  makes  use  of  nearly  40,000  workers.  It 


becomes  increasingly  difficult  for  a  Con¬ 
gress  that  answers  to  no  one  with  respect  to 
its  budget,  its  staff,  its  perks,  even  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  its  own  rules. 

The  business  of  doing  the  people’s  busi¬ 
ness  gets  even  more  difficult  when  commit¬ 
tees  make  broad  and  unfocused  demands. 
For  example,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
asked  Clarence  Thomas  to  submit  more 
than  32,000  pages  of  documentation  prior 
to  his  hearings.  I’d  hate  to  give  a  quiz  to 
the  Senators  to  see  how  many  people  read 
the  32,000  documents  that  they  asked  for. 
[Laughter] 

A  defense  bill  routinely  runs  a  gamut  of 
committees  and  subcommittees.  I  support 
the  bipartisan  effort  of  Senators  Boren  and 
Domenici,  Representatives  Hamilton  and 
Gradison  to  trim  this  overgrown  thicket  of 
committees  and  subcommittees.  These  four 
are  out  front  for  congressional  reform,  and  I 
salute  them.  Senator  Boren  framed  the 
matter  when  he  said  this:  “No  one  doubts 
that  Congress  is  in  trouble  as  an  institution. 
In  poll  after  poll,  Americans  describe  Con¬ 
gress” — these  are  his  words — “as  inefficient, 
unresponsive,  wasteful,  and  compromised 
by  the  way  it  finances  its  campaigns.”  “It’s 
time  for  Congress  to  take  another  look  at 
itself,”  these  four  suggest.  “It’s  time  to  go 
beyond  piecemeal  efforts  and  to  enact  com¬ 
prehensive,  bicameral  reforms.” 

I  support  the  efforts  of  the  congressional 
reformers.  A  system  originally  designed  to 
help  Congress  do  the  public’s  business  has 
turned  into  a  machine  so  complex  and  be¬ 
wildering  that  the  public  doesn’t  under¬ 
stand  it.  Many  Members  of  Congress  do  not 
fully  understand  it.  Only  specialists  and  lob¬ 
byists  can  pick  their  way  through  the  laby¬ 
rinth. 

The  American  people  want  more.  They 
want  a  Government  that  will  foster  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  and  fight  crime  and  drugs 
and  work  to  improve  schools  and  build 
better  roads  and  answer  the  concerns  of  the 
people.  And  they  want  a  Government  that 
listens,  not  one  that  commands. 

And  in  the  end,  taxpayers  won’t  be  im¬ 
pressed  with  reforms  if  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  pay  greater  heed  to  the  beltway  lob¬ 
byists  and  pressure  groups  than  to  constitu¬ 
ents.  If  people  feel  powerless,  they  will  find 
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ways  to  recover  their  just  powers. 

Our  founders  handed  down  to  us  the 
finest  system  of  government  in  history,  one 
in  which  the  legislature  and  the  executive 
do  battle  as  part  of  our  system  of  checks 
and  balances.  But  we  must  remember  who 
is  servant  and  who  is  master.  Noah  Webster 
asked  in  1802,  “If  all  officers  of  government 
are  the  servants  of  the  people,  how  can  it 
be  expected  that  the  masters  should  not,  at 
times,  take  the  government  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  servants/’ 

The  reforms  I’ve  proposed  today  will  help 
us  do  the  people’s  business.  They  will  rein 
in  a  Government  that  seems  remote,  seems 


distant  and  complex;  they  will  bring  it  back 
to  the  people  and  give  citizens  the  feeling 
of  power  that  we  felt  at  those  town  meet¬ 
ings  some  60  years  ago.  We  must  remem¬ 
ber,  we  come  here  to  serve.  A  few  simple 
reforms  can  go  a  long  way  toward  building 
the  public  faith  upon  which  our  entire  de¬ 
mocracy  depends. 

Thank  you  not  only  for  your  interest  but 
for  all  you  do  in  elevating  public  service. 
It’s  worthwhile.  Don’t  give  up  your  work. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much,  indeed. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  11:52  a.m.  at 
the  National  Museum  of  American  History. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Panama-United  States  Legal 
Assistance  Treaty 
October  24,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Treaty  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic 
of  Panama  on  Mutual  Assistance  in  Criminal 
Matters,  with  Annex  and  Appendices, 
signed  at  Panama  on  April  11,  1991.  I  trans¬ 
mit  also,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate, 
the  Report  of  the  Department  of  State  with 
respect  to  the  Treaty. 

The  Treaty  is  one  of  a  series  of  modern 
mutual  legal  assistance  treaties  being  nego¬ 
tiated  by  the  United  States  in  order  to 
counter  criminal  activities  more  effectively. 
The  Treaty  should  be  an  effective  tool  to 
assist  in  the  prosecution  of  a  wide  variety  of 
modern  criminals,  including  members  of 
drug  cartels,  “white  collar  criminals,”  and 
terrorists.  The  Treaty  is  self-executing. 


The  Treaty  provides  for  a  broad  range  of 
cooperation  in  criminal  matters.  Mutual  as¬ 
sistance  available  under  the  Treaty  in¬ 
cludes:  (1)  the  taking  of  testimony  or  state¬ 
ments  of  witnesses;  (2)  the  provision  of  doc¬ 
uments,  records,  and  evidence;  (3)  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  requests  for  searches  and  seizures; 
(4)  the  serving  of  documents;  and  (5)  the 
provision  of  assistance  in  locating,  tracing, 
immobilizing,  seizing  and  forfeiting  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  crime,  and  restitution  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  crime. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early 
and  favorable  consideration  to  the  Treaty 
and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratifica¬ 
tion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  24,  1991. 
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Presidential  Determination  No.  92- 
Employment  of  Soviet  Nationals 
October  24,  1991 

Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Employment  of  Soviet  Nationals  at 
U.S.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Missions  in 
the  Soviet  Union 

By  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
including  section  301  of  title  3  of  the 
United  States  Code  and  section  136  of  the 
Foreign  Relations  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal 
Years  1986  and  1987  (Public  Law  99-93) 
(“the  Act”),  I  hereby  determine  that  imple¬ 
mentation  of  section  136(a)  of  the  Act  poses 
undue  practical  and  administrative  difficul¬ 
ties.  Consistent  with  this  determination,  you 
are  authorized  to  employ  Soviet  nationals  in 
nonsensitive  areas  of  the  New  Embassy 
Compound  in  Moscow  under  strict  monitor- 


•4 — Memorandum  on  the 


ing  by  cleared  Americans.  Further,  I  dele¬ 
gate  to  you  the  responsibility  vested  in  me 
by  section  136(b)  of  the  Act  to  report  to  the 
Congress  on  circumstances  relevant  to  this 
determination.  Such  responsibility  may  be 
redelegated  within  the  Department  of 
State. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  report 
this  determination  to  the  Congress  and  to 
publish  it  in  the  Federal  Register . 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  2:57  p.m.,  November  4,  1991] 

Note:  This  determination  was  released  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  October 
25 


Remarks  at  the  Signing  Ceremony  for  an  Agreement  Between  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  the  United  States  Advanced  Battery 
Consortium 
October  25,  1991 


Thank  you  all.  And  Jim  Watkins,  thank 
you  very  much.  You  may  want  to  sit  there; 
this  is  fairly  long.  [Laughter]  May  I  salute 
not  only  Secretary  Watkins  but  Secretary 
Mosbacher  and  Bill  Reilly,  our  Administra¬ 
tor.  Chairman  Deland  was — here  he  is  here, 
Mike  Deland.  And,  of  course,  single  out 
Senator  Johnston  and  Senator  Riegle  with 
us  today. 

And  I  would  like  to  thank  the  three  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  automotive  industry  who 
are  with  us  and  who  have  had  such  an  im¬ 
portant  part  to  play  in  all  of  this.  Welcome 
to  the  White  House,  all  of  you,  and  to  an 
event  that  shows  how  America’s  genius 
rests  on  the  timeless  qualities  of  enterprise 
and  ingenuity,  qualities  which  can  make  the 
next  century  the  new  American  century. 

When  I  first  heard  Fd  be  getting  together 
with  America’s  competing  big  three,  I 


thought  Jennings,  Rather,  and  Brokaw 
would  descend  on  the  White  House. 
[Laughter]  So,  this  is  a  very  pleasant  experi¬ 
ence.  And  actually,  I  think  it’s  terrific  that 
these  three  large  motor  companies  were 
brought  together  in  mutual  cooperation. 

Earlier  today,  I  mentioned  to  one  of  my 
grandkids  this  idea  that  Fd  be  out  here 
giving  a  speech  about  electric  batteries.  He 
said,  “I  hope  it’s  not  interrupted  by  that 
pink  bunny  with  a  drum.”  [Laughter] 

Six  months  ago,  Chrysler,  Ford,  and  GM, 
together  with  California  Edison  and  the 
Electric  Power  Research  Institute,  formed  a 
consortium  to  develop  improved  batteries 
for  electric  automobiles.  And  they  knew 
that  widespread  use  of  electric  vehicles 
wouldn’t  become  a  reality  until  someone 
built  more  powerful,  less  expensive  electric 
batteries. 
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And  today,  I  am  very  proud  to  announce 
this  agreement  between  this  consortium 
and  our  Department  of  Energy,  supported 
by  utilities  and  battery  manufacturers,  to 
move  us  closer  to  that  day.  We’ve  joined  in 
a  4-year  research  project  to  create  a  new 
generation  of  batteries.  And  the  goal:  noth¬ 
ing  less  than  to  make  electric  vehicles  com¬ 
petitive  by  the  year  2000. 

This  private-public  partnership  will 
employ  market  forces,  as  Jim  mentioned,  to 
protect  natural  resources  and  point  us 
toward  a  cleaner,  more  prosperous  fuel  and 
future.  And  it  will  help  us  reduce  depend¬ 
ence  on  foreign  oil  and  help  us  reduce  pol¬ 
lution.  It  will  also  create  American  jobs  for 
engineers  and  scientists  during  this  R&D 
period  and  for  battery  manufacturers  and 
then  the  support  industries  as  this  project 
moves  into  commercial  production. 

You  know,  regulating  increased  fuel  econ¬ 
omy  will  not  significantly  reduce  our  de¬ 
pendence  on  uncertain  sources  of  foreign 
oil.  And  to  accomplish  that,  we  need  alter¬ 
natives  to  gasoline,  and  the  electric  vehicle 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  alternatives 
around.  The  development  of  a  competitive 
electronic  auto  industry  will  do  more  to 
reduce  oil  imports  than  rigid  fuel  efficiency 
standards  that  risk  jobs  and  public  safety. 
And  let’s  remember:  Senseless  overregula¬ 
tion  is  always  a  one-way  dead  end. 

But  while  batteries  have  brought  us  to¬ 
gether  today,  batteries  are  not  all  that  this 
day  is  about.  The  group  gathered  here 
points  to  a  new  way  of  doing  business,  com¬ 
bining  industry  and  Government’s  intellec¬ 
tual  and  productive  assets  to  sustain  our 
competitiveness  in  the  whole  international 
arena.  Electric  vehicles  represent  the  next 
technology  milestone  in  the  auto  industry. 
And  we  intend  to  beat  our  competitors  to 
that  milestone. 

Today’s  agreement  embodies  an  idea 
whose  time  has  come,  that  Government 
and  business  can  help  America  outthink, 
outwork,  and  outperform  any  nation  in  the 
world. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  announced  the  admin¬ 
istration’s  national  energy  strategy,  a  blue¬ 
print  of  powerful  ideas  for  America’s  future. 
And  I  want  to  salute  Senator  Bennett  John¬ 
ston,  who’s  been  a  key  leader.  I  don’t  want 


to  say  partner  because  that  might  make  you 
all  believe  he  believes  in  every  detail  we 
are  emphasizing.  But  he’s  done  a  superb  job 
up  there  in  the  Congress  working  with  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  the  White 
House.  And  I  would  like  to  avail  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  encourage  support  for 
our  energy  bill. 

The  agreement  fits  into  the  blueprint  of 
America’s  future  being  strong.  It  reflects 
our  commitment  to  diversify  transportation 
fuels.  I  believe  there’s  plenty  of  safeguard 
for  the  environment  in  it,  advancing  tech¬ 
nology  and  increasing  industry  participation 
in  research  and  development. 

And  that  strategy  is  key  to  achieving  for 
all  Americans  a  secure,  clean,  and  afford¬ 
able  energy  future.  The  U.S.  Senate  will 
soon  consider  comprehensive  energy  legis¬ 
lation — it’s  Senate  bill  1220 — incorporating 
many  of  the  principles  that  shape  our  strat¬ 
egy.  And  I  urge  Congress  to  do  its  part  by 
enacting  strong  energy  legislation  like 
Senate  bill  1220.  This  legislation  is  environ¬ 
mentally  sound.  It  does  not  threaten  to 
throw  a  lot  of  automobile  workers  out  of 
work  by  enacting  excessive  CAFE  stand¬ 
ards. 

And  it  was  once  observed,  “Our  Union  is 
river,  lake,  ocean,  and  sky.”  It  is  also  people 
dreaming  dreams  of  endless  possibility, 
caring,  toiling,  creating,  and  achieving. 

And  let  me  thank  you  all  for  coming  to 
the  White  House.  And  it’s  now  my  privilege 
to  witness  the  signing  of  an  agreement  that 
reaffirms  the  spirit  of  America,  that  tomor¬ 
row  will  be  even  better,  brighter,  and 
greater  than  today. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:42  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks ,  he  referred  to  television  network 
anchormen  Peter  Jennings ,  Dan  Rather ,  and 
Tom  Brokaw.  The  cooperative  agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  Department  of  Energy  and 
USABC  was  signed  by  Robert  A.  Lutz, 
president  of  Chrysler  Corp.;  Alexander  ]. 
Trotman ,  executive  vice  president  of  Ford 
Motor  Co.;  Robert  H.  Schultz,  vice  chairman 
of  General  Motors  Corp.;  and  Secretary  of 
Energy  James  D.  Watkins. 
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The  President’s  News  Conference 
October  25,  1991 

The  President  Well,  I  have  a  brief  state¬ 
ment,  and  then  be  glad  to  take  a  few  ques¬ 
tions. 

After  extraordinary  debate  and  negotia¬ 
tion,  we  have  reached  an  agreement  with 
the  Senate  Republican  and  Democratic 
leaders  on  a  civil  rights  bill  that  would  be  a 
source  of  pride  for  all  Americans.  It  does 
not  resort  to  quotas,  and  it  strengthens  the 
cause  of  equality  in  the  workplace.  Both  the 
administration  and  the  Congress  can 
present  this  legislation  to  the  people  of 
America  as  a  new  standard  against  discrimi¬ 
nation  and  for  equal  opportunity. 

This  agreement  was  reached  last  night  in 
marathon  negotiations,  shepherded  by  Sen¬ 
ator  John  Danforth  of  Missouri,  nurtured  by 
Senator  Dole  and  other  leaders  of  both  par¬ 
ties.  It  was  a  proud  accomplishment  for  the 
Congress  and  the  administration.  And  now 
we  can  go  forward  together  in  progress  on 
civil  rights  in  this  country. 

I  remember  standing  out  there  in  the 
Rose  Garden  with  Attorney  General  Thorn¬ 
burgh  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  ago  to 
make  an  unshakable  commitment  to  the 
Nation’s  civil  rights  leaders  that  I  wanted  a 
nonquota  civil  rights  bill  that  I  could  sign. 
And  assuming  there  are  no  changes  in  the 
bill  as  agreed  to  last  night,  we  now  have 
such  a  bill.  And  my  promise  will  be  kept, 
and  I  will  enthusiastically  sign  this  bill. 

Another  subject:  On  the  Middle  East 
peace  conference  I  want  to  note  the  histor¬ 
ic  nature  of  this  meeting.  The  Middle  East 
has  been  characterized  by  dangerous  and 
tragic  conflict  for  decades.  The  peoples  of 
this  region  still  have  enormous  differences. 
But  I  want  to  commend  the  statesmanship 
of  the  leaders  of  all  those  parties  attending 
the  peace  conference. 

Sitting  down  together  is  the  beginning  of 
understanding.  And  we  cannot  know  the 
outcome,  of  course.  It’ll  take  patience  and 
determination.  The  United  States  cannot 
make  peace  in  the  Middle  East;  only  the 
parties  themselves  can  do  that.  But  we  can 
and  will  be  a  committed  and  active  partner 
in  the  search  for  peace. 


Secretary  Baker  has  been  patient.  He’s 
been  steadfast.  He’s  been  tirelessly  disci¬ 
plined  in  working  with  the  Soviet  Union 
and  all  the  parties  in  the  region  to  make 
this  conference  and  the  promise  of  peace  a 
reality.  We  owe  him  a  major  debt  of  thanks. 

I  also  go  to  Madrid  to  meet  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev.  And  I  know  that  President 
Gorbachev  joins  me  in  wanting  to  put  the 
hopes  and  aspirations  of  all  the  world 
behind  these  new  opportunities  for  peace. 

So,  thank  you  very  much.  And  now  I’ll  be 
glad  to  take  a  few  questions. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  domestic  arena, 
the  American  economy  is  worrying  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  people.  Millions  are  out 
of  work,  and  it  seems  almost  daily  statistics 
are  pouring  in  making  it  look  like  there 
might  be  another  recession.  Aren’t  signs 
clear  that  some  kind  of  action  is  needed, 
and  what  would  you  tell  Americans  you  will 
do  to  help? 

The  President  I  don’t  want  to  buy  into 
the  predicate  about  another  recession.  I 
don’t  feel  that  way.  The  economy  has  been 
sluggish.  It  hasn’t  been  near  as  good  as  I 
would  like  to  see  it,  or  certainly  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  would  like  to  see  it.  What  would 
I  like  to  do  about  it?  I’d  like  to  have  seen 
the  Congress  take  the  action  that  I’ve  pro¬ 
posed  way  back  starting  in  ’89  and  have 
continued  to  propose  on  growth.  We  need 
some  stimulation  to  economic  growth. 

And  I  think  everybody  is  now  familiar 
with  the  fact  that  I  think  a  capital  gains  cut 
would  stimulate  growth  and  create  jobs  and 
create  opportunity.  And  we  get  assailed  as 
this  is  a  tax  break  for  the  rich.  I’d  like  to 
propose  to  Congress:  Let’s  try  it.  And  I’ll 
take  all  the  blame  on  the  political  side,  and 
then  give  me  only  half  the  credit  on  what 
good  that  would  do  for  the  economy. 

We’ve  also  had  a  program  that  includes 
enhanced  R&D.  We’ve  got  banking  reform 
legislation  that  would  clearly  be  stimulative 
in  terms  of  loaning;  it’s  hung  up,  up  in  the 
Capitol.  We’ve  put  forward  a  program  relat- 
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ed  to  IRA’s.  We’ve  got  a  transportation  bill 
that  is  job-intensive.  We’ve  put  forward,  for 
the  most  heavily  adversely  affected  areas, 
enterprise  zones. 

Now,  there’s  a  good  six-point  growth 
package  for  you,  and  the  Congress  has  re¬ 
fused  to  do  one  single  thing  about  it.  And  I 
don’t  think  there  is  one  person  out  across 
this  country  that  is  in  doubt  that  we  are  for 
these  things. 

So,  we  will  see  where  we  go  from  here. 
But  I  am  concerned.  When  people  are  hurt¬ 
ing,  of  course  you’re  concerned  about  it. 
And  I’d  like  to  see  an  unemployment  bene¬ 
fits  package  that  includes  pay-as-you-go, 
that  doesn’t  add  to  the  deficit,  burden  the 
future  generations  with  more  Federal  defi¬ 
cit.  Make  it  work  within  the  budget  agree¬ 
ment.  That’s  what  I’ve  proposed.  And  by 
standing  firm,  I  hope  Congress  will  now 
send  me  such  a  package. 

Q.  Some  Republicans  on  the  Hill  have 
indicated  a  willingness  to  go  along  with 
Democratic  tax  cuts  for  the  middle-income 
class.  Would  you  be  willing  to  throw  in  on 
that? 

The  President  I’d  be  so  enthusiastic  about 
a  tax  cut  for  all  Americans,  but  I  want  it  to 
be  done — it  can’t  be  done  and  still  live 
within  the  budget  agreement.  I’m  enthusi¬ 
astic  about  that.  But  it  has  to  be,  if  there’s 
going  to  be  anything  new  of  that  nature,  it’s 
got  to  be  that  and  then  figuring  how  to 
have  it  within  the  budget  agreement. 

And  I  prefer  to  emphasize  these  things: 
capital  gains  reduction,  R&D,  bank  reform, 
IRA,  transportation  bill,  enterprise  zones, 
the  thing  I  have  said.  But  I’m  not  going  to 
be  totally  opposed  to  some  of  these  ideas  I 
hear  up  there.  But  let  them  consider  our 
growth  package.  That’s  what  I’d  start  with. 
And  then  if  there’s  some  other  merits,  fine. 
But  let’s  do  it  without  busting  the  budget 
agreement  and  then  saying  Federal  debt 
doesn’t  matter.  It  does  matter.  Deficits 
matter. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q .  Mr.  President,  Prime  Minister  Shamir 
will  lead  Israel’s  delegation  to  Madrid.  As 
recently  as  yesterday,  he  said  there  would 
be  no  territorial  concessions  to  Arab  States, 
no  freeze  on  Israeli  settlements.  Can  there 
be  any  progress  in  Madrid  and  afterward  if 


that’s  his  stand? 

The  President.  Terry  [Terence  Hunt,  As¬ 
sociated  Press],  I  knew  you  were  going  to, 
somebody  was  going  to  ask  these  questions, 
detailed  questions  about  stated  position  of 
participants  in  the  conference.  It  is  most 
understandable.  I’m  not  going  to  reply  to 
them.  What  I  do  not  want  to  do  is  inadvert¬ 
ently  complicate  the  process.  Let  the  par¬ 
ties  sit  down,  as  they  plan  to  do,  and  discuss 
these,  one  priority  or  another.  It  is  not  for 
the  United  States  to  do  that. 

Our  positions  are  known  on  [United  Na¬ 
tions  Resolutions]  242  and  338.  Our  posi¬ 
tions  are  known  on  a  lot  of  other  subjects 
that  will  probably  be  discussed  there.  But 
we  are  trying  to  be  a  catalyst  to  bring 
people  together  and  let  them  talk  about  the 
differences.  So  I’m  sorry,  I’m  not  going  to 
respond  definitively  to  this  question,  nor  to 
others  about  the  specific  issues  that  divide 
the  parties.  We’re  not  trying  to  impose  a 
settlement.  We’re  trying  to  bring  people  to¬ 
gether  so  they  can  achieve  a  settlement. 

Q.  Will  you  outline  the  U.S.  stands, 
though,  when  you  open  the  conference? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  we  need  to 
do  that  at  this  juncture.  The  United  States 
positions  are  clear.  But  it  isn’t  a  question. 
We’re  not  having  a  conference  about  U.S. 
policy.  We’re  having  a  conference  about 
bringing  people  together  to  settle  age-old 
disputes. 

Q.  Will  you  see  Mr.  Shamir? 

The  President  Yes,  I  certainly  will,  and 
I’ll  see  other  delegation  heads.  And  I’ll  see 
President  Gorbachev,  and  I  hope  to  see  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Spain  and  the  ruling 
monarch,  the  King  of  Spain.  So  I’ll  have,  I 
don’t  know  how  many  bilateral  meetings. 
That  hasn’t  been  set  up.  But  clearly  I  will, 
and  look  forward  to  it. 

Civil  Rights  Bill 

Q.  May  I  give  you  an  outline,  a  scenario 
of  what  may  have  happened  on  the  civil 
rights  debate  over  the  last  couple  of  days, 
and  you  tell  me  what’s  wrong  with  it? 
Wednesday  afternoon  you  had  some  Repub¬ 
lican  Senators  over  here,  and  you  and 
Boyden  Gray  passed  out  a  piece  of  paper 
stating  some  objections  to  Senator  Dan- 
forth’s  bill.  Some  of  these  Republican  Sena- 
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tors  went  back  to  the  Hill,  some  conserv¬ 
atives  who  normally  would  want  to  side 
with  you,  and  they  found  out  that  the 
White  House  had  misrepresented  Senator 
Danforth’s  bill.  They  went  ballistic,  said  you 
could  no  longer  hold  the  line  with  34  votes 
to  get  a  veto  of  the  civil  rights  bill  sus¬ 
tained.  And  at  that  point  you  decided  you 
had  to  compromise,  and  you  basically 
caved.  What’s  wrong  with  that  scenario? 

The  President  Wrong.  It’s  just  wrong, 
that’s  all.  Next  question?  [Laughter] 

Q.  Well,  then,  what’s  wrong? 

The  President.  It’s  wrong.  We  didn’t  cave. 
We  worked  out  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  a 
negotiated  settlement  where  I  can  say  to 
the  American  people,  this  is  not  a  quota 
bill.  There  was  give-and-take  on  a  lot  of 
issues,  and  you’re  just  putting  a  political 
spin  on  it  that  is  100  percent  wrong. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  you  have  the  votes 
to  sustain  a  veto? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  confident  all  the  way? 

The  President  Absolutely.  We’ve  been 
dealing  from  that  position.  We  didn’t  have 
the  votes  to  carry  my  civil  rights  bill.  So, 
have  we  compromised  some?  Yes. 

In  fact,  I’m  going  to  ask  Boy  den  to 
answer  the  specific  questions  on  where  the 
give-and-take  was  here  after  I  finish  be¬ 
cause  it’s  highly  technical,  believe  me.  And 
with  all  respect,  I’m  not  sure  everybody 
will  understand  it  after  he  explains  it. 
[Laughter]  But  it  is  very  technical.  And  all  I 
know  is,  I  can  simply  certify  it  is  not  a 
quota  bill.  It  is  a  fair  bill,  and  it’s  going  to 
hit  a  lick  against  discrimination  in  the  work¬ 
place.  And  I  couldn’t  be  more  happy.  In 
fact,  we  just  heard  from  Senator  Kennedy. 
He  believes  that  a  large  number  of  Demo¬ 
crats  will  go  along  with  it,  too. 

So,  I’ve  said  I  wanted  a  civil  rights  bill.  I 
said  I  didn’t  want  a  quota  bill.  We  have  a 
civil  rights  bill.  It  is  not  a  quota  bill,  and  I 
couldn’t  be  happier  because  I  have  not 
liked - 

Q.  Mr.  President - 

The  President  - may  I  finish,  I  have 

not  liked  these  characterizations  that  I 
really  didn’t  want  a  civil  rights  bill.  I’ve 
wanted  it  all  along.  I  think  many  people 
here  know  that  because  I’ve  said  it  all  the 
time,  but  I  don’t  think  the  American  people 


necessarily  did.  That’s  why  it’s  a  joyous  day. 

Yes,  we’re  coming  right  across  here. 

Q.  The  civil  rights  bill  that  you  do  have 
caps  damages  in  sex  discrimination  cases 
but  not  in  cases  of  racial  discrimination.  Un¬ 
derstanding  that  this  is  the  first  time  any 
monetary  damages  have  been  allowed  for 
sex  discrimination  cases,  nonetheless,  how 
do  you  justify  that  to  women  who  may  see 
it  as  an  indication  that  sexual  discrimination 
cases  just  aren’t  taken  as  seriously  as  racial 
discrimination? 

The  President  I  just  would  try  to  dispel 
that  notion  and  say,  look,  the  main  thing  is 
to  get  a  civil  rights  bill  that  hits  against  sex 
harassment  and  hits  against  discrimination 
in  the  workplace.  So,  that’s  the  way  I’d 
answer  it.  And  this  is  the  first - 

Q.  Why  should  there  be  a  difference? 

The  President  This  is  an  historic  first.  Let 
me  refer  you  to  the  lawyers. 

Clarence  Thomas  Confirmation  Hearings 

Q.  Mr.  President,  back  to  the  Thomas 
hearings.  In  view  of  the  force  of  his  unvar¬ 
nished  testimony  during  the  llth-hour 
hearings,  sir,  which  many  people,  I  think, 
believed  saved  his  nomination,  I  wondered 
if  you  reconsidered  the  wisdom  of  placing 
nominees  at  the  disposal  of  White  House 
handlers  whose  job  seems  to  be  to  shave  all 
the  rough  edges  off  their  positions  and  to 
prevent  them  from  saying  anything  that 
might  be  controversial? 

The  President  I  heard  this  question 
before.  [Laughter]  Not  since  Sunday.  I  think 
when  you  talk  about  White  House  handlers 
positioning  everybody,  you  do  a  disservice 
to  the  nominees.  Yes,  a  person  that’s  being 
thrown  up  into  the  confirmation  process 
welcomes  advice  and  counsel.  But  I  think  if 
one  suggests  that  a  nominee  is  going  to  do 
exactly  what  handlers  are  alleged  to  want  to 
happen,  I  think  it’s  wrong. 

So,  I  think  the  way  that  question  comes 
out  does  a  disservice  to  Judge  Thomas,  who 
set  his  own  pattern.  Yes,  he  was  helped  by 
various  people.  There  were  certain  ques¬ 
tions  that  they  would  say:  “Well,  you  might 
get  this  question  or  that.  How  do  you  think 
that  one  should  be  replied  to?  Fine.”  But  I 
think  it  demeans  him  to  suggest  that  han¬ 
dlers  are  telling  everybody  what  to  say  or 
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not  to  say.  There’s  a  pattern  in  these  confir¬ 
mation  hearings  about  who  gets  asked  what 
question,  who  doesn’t.  I  believe  that  he  was 
asked  over  and  over  again  more  questions 
on  a  subject  or  another  than  his  predeces¬ 
sor. 

Q.  Well,  Mr.  President,  Thomas  himself 
said  before  he  delivered  his  statement  on 
Friday  that  it  was  not  the  product,  as  he 
put  it,  of  any  handlers.  So  surely,  if  he  rec¬ 
ognized  that  handlers  had  had  a  role  in  his 
testimony  beforehand,  don’t  you? 

The  President  I’m  not  saying  there 
weren’t  people  trying  to  help.  Somehow  I 
don’t  like  the  word  “handlers”;  like  the 
prizefighter,  “Okay,  go  in  there  and  slug 
’em  again.”  I  mean,  that’s  not  what  this  is 
all  about.  Maybe  I’m  missing  your  question, 
Brit  [Brit  Hume,  ABC  News]. 

Q.  Well,  aren’t  we  talking  here,  sir,  about 
people  who,  when  they’re  not  doing  this, 
are  lobbying  on  behalf  of  various  private 
interests;  who  need  to  maintain  good  rela¬ 
tionships,  understandably,  with  Capitol  Hill; 
and  whose  participation  in  a  situation  like 
this  is  a  bit  of  a  conflict  of  interest  in  the 
sense  that  they  don’t  want  to  alienate  any¬ 
body,  and  they  don’t  want  the  nominee  to? 

The  President  You  see,  if  you  suggest,  if 
the  question  suggests  that  a  nominee,  in 
this  instance  Judge  Thomas,  would  compro¬ 
mise  principles  because  of  some  person 
trying  to  help  him  not  wanting  to  alienate 
Congress,  I  would  just  reject  that.  I  don’t 
think  it’s  an  intellectually  fair  charge  to 
level  against  him,  is  the  way  I’d  handle  it. 

B-2  Stealth  Bombers 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Colin  Powell  apparent¬ 
ly  feels  the  Pentagon  can  live  with  half  the 
75  B-2  Stealth  bombers  that  you  have  pro¬ 
posed.  Do  you  agree?  And  if  so,  how  will 
you  keep  opponents  of  the  program  from 
chipping  away  at  the  lower  number? 

The  President  Well,  we  have  a  program. 
It’s  up  there.  And  we  will  be  discussing  a 
wide  array  of  defense  matters  as  we  go  for¬ 
ward  now.  And  I  don’t  want  to  take  a  posi¬ 
tion  on  one  key  player’s  alleged  position 
and  compare  it  to  how  somebody  else  in 
the  administration  feels. 

I  will  have  something  to  say  as  we  go 
along  each  step  of  the  way  as  to  administra¬ 
tion  position  and  not  permit  myself  to  be 


drawn  into  debating  what  one  key  player 
says  over  what  another  key  player  might 
feel.  So,  I  can’t  help  you  on  it.  I’m  just  not 
familiar  either  with  Colin’s  latest  comments 
on  that. 

Q.  It  sounds  like  there’s  some  give  in 
your  position,  though,  that  you’re  not  rigid 
on  the  75. 

The  President  Well,  I  wouldn’t  say  that. 
We’ve  got  a  proposal  up  there,  and  let’s  see 
where  we  go  with  it. 

Budget  Agreement 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  signed  the 
budget  agreement  with  Congress,  the  econ¬ 
omy  was  not  known  to  be  in  a  recession, 
the  Soviet  Union  had  not  collapsed,  and 
therefore,  you  had  not  ordered  a  cutback  in 
the  Nation’s  nuclear  arsenal,  and  estimates 
hadn’t  come  out  that  the  U.S.  could  live 
with  a  much  smaller  defense  force.  Why 
not  revisit  the  budget  agreement  in  light  of 
all  this  and  in  light  of  the  fact  that  the 
budget  deficit  is  going  to  be  higher  than 
the  agreement  called  for  anyway? 

The  President  I  will  not  revisit  it  because 
it’s  the  only  cap  we  have  on  outrageous 
congressional  spending.  It’s  the  only  way 
you  control  the  excesses  of  spending.  It  is 
the  only  guarantee  that  the  taxpayer  has 
that  his  interest,  to  some  degree,  will  be 
protected. 

And  if  you  revisit  it  in  the  sense  of  re¬ 
moving  these  constraints,  the  spending 
gates  would  open.  We’ve  already  seen  it  on 
some  legislation.  The  unemployment  bene¬ 
fits  is  a  good,  recent  example.  Don’t  worry 
about  budget  deficits.  Don’t  worry  about 
those  people  that  are  paying  the  taxes.  Just 
throw  on  some  more  spending.  And  I’m 
sorry,  I  don’t  want  to  reopen  the  budget 
agreement  because  I  think  the  constraints 
on  spending  are  helpful. 

There  have  been  some  things  that  have 
broken  it.  I  think  the  bank  problems  and 
some  of  these  have  been  extraordinary.  But 
if  we  redo  that  agreement  you’re  going  to 
see  a  windfall  of  spending  programs.  And 
it’s  constraining  us  in  our  budgeting,  and  it 
constrains  Congress  in  its  spending.  So,  I’m 
just  not  going  to  revisit  it. 

Q.  Well,  isn’t  it  a  problem,  sir,  to  be  con¬ 
strained  like  that  in  terms  of  trying  to  deal 
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with  new  problems  that  have  arisen  like  the 
continuing  unemployment? 

The  President  Yes,  it’s  a  problem.  But  it 
helps  you  deal  with  an  old  problem  that  has 
plagued  us  for  years,  constraining  Federal 
spending.  But  sure  it  is.  What  President 
wouldn’t  like  to  have  a  free,  open  wallet 
just  to  give  money  for  every  good  cause 
that  comes  along?  A  lot  of  people  would 
like  that.  There’s  a  lot  of  problems  in  this 
country,  some  of  which  would  require  more 
money.  But  there  also  is  a  responsibility 
here  to  try  to  hold  the  line  on  excessive 
spending.  And  that  is  where  the  budget 
agreement  comes  into  effect. 

Bank  of  Credit  and  Commerce 
International  Investigation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  considering  your  con¬ 
cern  about  propriety  in  Government,  what 
was  your  reaction  when  a  senior  member  of 
your  White  House  staff,  Ed  Rogers,  left  the 
White  House  employ  and  signed  a  contract 
with  a  Saudi  sheikh  accused  of  being  a  key 
figure  in  the  BCCI  scandal? 

The  President  Well,  he  is  a  free  citizen  to 
do  anything  he  wants  once  he  leaves  the 
White  House.  My  concern  is  about  the 
White  House  itself,  that  it  be  beyond  any 
perception  of  impropriety. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  you  think  he  was  selling 
to  the  Saudis  except  for  accessing - 

The  President  Ask  him.  I  don’t  know 
what  he’s  selling.  I  don’t  know  anything 
about  this  man,  except  I’ve  read  bad  stuff 
about  him.  And  I  don’t  like  what  I  read 
about  him.  But  I  would  suggest  that  that 
matter  is  best  dealt  with  by  asking  this  man 
what  kind  of  representation  he  is  doing  for 
this  sheikh.  But  it  has  nothing  to  do,  in  my 
view,  with  the  White  House. 

Q.  Even  though  he  left  here  only  3  weeks 
before  and  had  never  had  a  job  in  private 
industry  before? 

The  President  Well,  Ann  [Ann  Compton, 
ABC  News] - 

Q .  His  only  job  had  been  working  for  you. 

The  President  - suppose  you  left  here 

and  went  out  into  the  private  sector  for 
some  company,  and  you’d  been  editing  and 
writing  all  your  life,  and  you  started  off — I 
don’t  know  that  it  would  be  the  function  of 
the  President  to  suggest  what  employment 
somebody  should  take.  If  you  ask  me,  would 


I  like  to  go  out  there,  leave  my  job  and  go 
to  work  for  this  sheikh  when  I  get  through 
being  President,  no,  I  wouldn’t  like  to  do 
that.  [Laughter] 

Tax  Cuts 

Q.  Washington  is  seeing  something  of  a 
bidding  war  this  week  on  tax  cuts,  started 
by  some  of  the  meetings  you  had  here  with 
Republicans.  Has  the  bidding  war  ended? 
Have  you  been  able  to  shut  it  down?  And 
the  second  question  is,  if  any  kind  of  tax 
cuts  can’t  break  the  budget  deal,  doesn’t 
that  make  it  a  nonstarter? 

The  President  Give  me  the  first  part 
again. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  shut  the  bidding  war 
down? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  think  we  can 
shut  it  down.  I  think  it’s  understandable 
when  you  have  bad  economic  numbers 
come  in  from  time  to  time,  mixed,  I  must 
happily  say,  with  some  reasonably  good 
ones,  the  people  get  concerned.  I’m  con¬ 
cerned.  But  I  don’t  want  to  say  to  them, 
well,  you  shouldn’t  come  forward  with  pro¬ 
posals,  but  I  don’t  want  to  participate  in  a 
bidding  war. 

We’ve  got  some  good  proposals  up  there. 
Some  are  being  attacked,  I  think  rather  un¬ 
fairly,  for  pure  political  reasons;  things  that 
would  have  stimulated  the  economy  long 
before  now.  And  I  don’t  need  to  repeat 
those  six  again,  but  if  you’d  like  me  to,  I 
will. 

But  nevertheless,  I  really  do  think  that 
these  are  things  that  would  stimulate  jobs 
and  stimulate  growth  and  new  business  for¬ 
mation.  And  Congress  wants  to  try  some 
other  approach.  They  are  not  together  in 
their  act.  I’ll  look  at  the  processes.  I  will 
keep  in  mind  whether  they  bust  the  budget 
agreement  or  not,  and  then  I’ll  make  some 
determination  and  might  well  come  out 
with  a  new  combination  of  what  I  think  is 
best.  Maybe  I  should  do  that. 

But  no,  it  doesn’t  trouble  me  that  people 
are  concerned  about  the  state  of  the  econo¬ 
my  as  they  see  it  or  concerned  when 
people  are  out  of  work.  Of  course,  they 
should  be  concerned.  So,  I  can’t  criticize 
someone  for  his  or  her  proposal  as  to  what 
to  do  up  there. 
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Q.  As  long  as  the  price  for  a  cut  in  the 
capital  gains  tax  from  the  Democrats’  per¬ 
spective  is  going  to  be  a  hike  in  rates  or 
some  form  of  rate  limit,  it’s  got  to  be  a 
nonstarter  from  your  perspective,  doesn’t 
it? 

The  President.  I’ve  proposed  a  capital 
gains  cut  with  no  income  tax  increases,  and 
I  like  that  idea.  I  don’t  want  to  be  out  there 
again  getting  caught  up  in  some  meat 
grinder  on  taxes  again.  And  I  don’t  think 
the  American  people  want  to  have  their 
taxes  raised  again,  whether  lower  income, 
middle  income,  or  higher  income.  There’s 
an  awful  lot  of  discomfort  in  this  country 
about  higher  taxes.  A  lot  of  people  think  we 
ought  to  be  doing  a  better  job  on  control¬ 
ling  spending.  It’s  one  of  the  reasons  I  don’t 
want  Congress  to  bust  the  budget  agree¬ 
ment.  So,  we’re  going  to  stay  on  this.  Any¬ 
thing  I  propose  will  have  real  growth  to  it. 

The  other  point  for  the  economic  report¬ 
ers  here  and  those  that  concentrate  on  that 
is,  let’s  be  sure  what  we  do  helps.  Let’s  be 
sure  it  helps  in  timely  fashion.  And  that’s  a 
key  point:  What’s  needed,  what  will  help. 
And  I’m  trying  to  sort  that  through  with 
the  best  economic  advice  I  can  get. 

Clarence  Thomas  Confirmation  Hearings 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  are  published  re¬ 
ports  that  you  personally  approved  the 
campaign  by  Republican  Senators  to  dis¬ 
credit  Anita  Hill.  Marlin  said  that  that  was 
not  true.  Whether  that  was  true  or  not - 

The  President.  It  wasn’t  true.  Let  me  just 
stop  you  right  there.  It  was  not  true.  Now, 
go  ahead. 

Q.  Did  you  condone  the  Republican  tac¬ 
tics?  And  if  you  didn’t,  as  the  head  of  the 
Republican  Party  and  President  of  the 
United  States,  why  didn’t  you  stop  it? 

The  President.  What  tactics  are  you  talk¬ 
ing  about,  please? 

Q.  Well,  there  were  a  lot  of  critics  of  the 
Republican  Senators  who - 

The  President.  No,  I’m  not  one  of  those. 

Q .  - who  led  a  campaign  to  discredit 

Anita  Hill’s  testimony. 

The  President.  Well,  the  testimony  raised 
certain  questions  in  the  minds  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  who  overwhelmingly  supported 
Clarence  Thomas,  incidentally,  right  at  the 
end  as  well  as  along  the  way.  I  think  it’s 


appropriate  to  inquire  about  that  testimony. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  problems  with  the 
kinds  of  questions  they  asked  or  the  innuen¬ 
do  that  there  were  other  things  there  that 
they  could  not  bring - 

The  President.  I  had  problems  with  the 
whole  thing.  I  gave  a  speech  yesterday  on 
my  problems,  which  I  think  are  the  prob¬ 
lems  the  American  people  had  with  the 
whole  process,  because,  you  see,  I  think 
those  graphic,  X-rated  charges,  no  matter 
whether  they  prove  true  or  not,  should  be 
done  behind  closed  doors.  I  think  the 
American  people  have  a  right  to  know,  but 
they  also  have  a  right  to  delegate.  And  in 
my  view,  Joe  Biden  was  right  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  whole  hearings  when  he 
suggested  that  witnesses  could  be  accom¬ 
modated  behind  closed  doors.  That’s  the 
way  I’d  like  to  have  seen  the  matter  re¬ 
solved. 

And  I  don’t  think  the  American  people 
would  be  any  worse  off  for  it,  nor  would 
Clarence  Thomas  or  Anita  Hill  be  any 
worse  off  for  it.  I  think  they’d  be  better  off 
for  it. 

Q.  Could  I  just  ask,  did  you  think  she  was 
treated  fairly? 

The  President.  I  don’t  want  to  accuse  Sen¬ 
ator  Biden  of  not  running  a  fair  hearing. 

I’ve  said  in  the  very  beginning - 

Q.  Ohhh. 

The  President.  I’ve  said  in  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  I  thought  that  he  did  a  good  job  on 
that.  So,  please  don’t  try  to  draw  me  into 
what  was  fair  and  not.  Some  people  were 
disappointed  in  the  results.  They  might  not 
think  it  was  fair.  I  was  pleased  with  the 
results  because  I  think  the  American  peo¬ 
ple’s  confidence  in  this  judge  has  been 
proved  to  be  correct. 

Q.  Albeit  you  believe  Anita  Hill  was  not 
telling  the  truth  and  your  nominee  was,  are 
you  concerned  at  all,  Mr.  Bush,  that  three 
women  who  were  scheduled  to  testify  about 
the  so-called  glass  ceiling - 

The  President.  No,  not  concerned  about 
that. 

Q.  Even  though  they  said  the  treatment 
of  Anita  Hill  was  what  persuaded  them  they 
should  not  go  public  and  criticize  their  em¬ 
ployers  in  public? 

The  President.  Look,  there’s  a  lot  of 
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people  on  all  sides  bubbling  around  out 
there  in  moments  of  discontent.  I  think  the 
country’s  glad  to  have  the  matter  resolved. 
I  think  it  resolved  itself  satisfactorily  in 
terms  of  the  end  result,  Clarence  Thomas 
being  on  the  Bench.  I  think  I  was  vastly 
persuaded  by  his  points  about  what  had 
happened  to  him  and  his  family  as  a  result 
of  this.  So,  renewing  it,  or  if  the  question  is, 
do  I  think  it  could  have  been  extended  so 
three  other  people  could  come  forward,  no, 
I  don’t  think  so. 

Q.  No,  sir,  this  is  a  separate  hearing  in 
which  three  women  refused  to  testify  about 
another  area  of  job  discrimination,  saying 
that  what  they  considered  the  public  flay¬ 
ing  of  Anita  Hill  reflected  what  might 
happen  to  them  if  they  went - 

The  President  Excuse  me,  I  missed  your 
point.  Yes,  I  am  concerned  about  that.  I’m 
concerned  about  good  people  who  might 
otherwise  be  attracted  to  Government 
won’t  come  forward  to  come  into  Govern¬ 
ment  because  they  themselves  don’t  want 
to  be  possibly  put  through  that  kind  of  a 
meat  grinder.  Yes,  I  am  very  much  con¬ 
cerned  about  that. 

Q.  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Bush,  these  were 
women  who  were  already  in  Government 
who  said,  previous  to  Anita  Hill’s  testimony, 
that  they  had  suffered  job  discrimination 
because  they  were  women.  Following  her 
testimony  and  treatment  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  they  refused  to  testify  in  public 
for  fear  of  similar  treatment,  even  though 
there  may  have  been  legitimacy  to  their 
claims,  which  you  claim  was  not  the  case 
with  Anita  Hill.  What  I’m  asking  is,  are 
you - 

The  President.  I  didn’t  claim  that. 

Q. - worried  about  a  chilling  effect? 

The  President.  You’re  putting  words  in 
my  mouth.  I  didn’t  claim  any  such  thing, 
but  go  ahead. 

Q.  Are  you  worried  about  a  possible  chill¬ 
ing  effect? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  just  said  so.  Yes,  I 
am  worried  about  a  chilling  effect.  The 
more  that  kind  of  open,  flamboyant  debate 
where  people’s  characters,  on  one  side  or 
another,  get  attacked,  I  worry  about  it.  And 
I  addressed  myself  to  that  in  a  speech  yes¬ 
terday  and  had  some  suggestions  about  it. 
And  one  of  them,  I  don’t  think  I  specifically 


made  there,  I  think  they  ought  to  have 
more  executive  sessions  when  it  comes  to 
this,  or  it  comes  to  hearing  people’s  con¬ 
cerns  so  they  can  come  forward.  Yes,  I  do 
worry  about  that. 

Louisiana  Gubernatorial  Elections 

Q.  Sir,  you  campaigned  in  Louisiana  for 
Buddy  Roemer,  and  what  is  your  political 
analysis  of  the  kind  of  climate  that  would 
produce  the  number  of  votes  that  came  in 
for  a  former  Klan  leader  and  a  Nazi  sympa¬ 
thizer,  David  Duke,  who  claims  to  be  a  Re¬ 
publican? 

The  President.  I  don’t  know.  I  didn’t 
follow  the  issues  that  much  down  there  to 
know  why  people  that  voted  for  him  did 
that.  I  want  to  be  positioned  in  that  I  could 
not  possibly  support  David  Duke  because  of 
the  racism  and  because  of  the  very  recent 
statements  that  are  very  troubling  in  terms 
of  bigotry  and  all  of  this. 

Having  said  that,  I  can’t  help  you  on  the 
other  questions  that  obviously  influenced  a 
lot  of  very  plain,  honest,  decent  voters 
down  there.  But  there’s  a  discontent 
amongst  a  lot  of  voters,  and  maybe  he 
touched  a  chord  on  that.  Having  said  that, 
to  the  degree  it  was  attractive  to  voters 
because  of  race  or  bigotry,  I  would  de¬ 
nounce  that  vigorously. 

Q.  Would  your  repudiation  go  so  far  as  to 
advise  the  people  of  Louisiana  to  vote  for 
his  opponent  or  perhaps  write  in  another 
name? 

The  President.  I  already  supported  Buddy 
Roemer,  and  I  don’t  know  how  the  rules 
work  down  there  in  that  at  all.  But  I  am 
very  unhappy  that  the  Governor  was  not 
renominated  here  or  got  into  the  runoff. 
I’m  very  unhappy  about  that  because  I  still 
feel  he’s  a  very  reasonable  man,  forward- 
looking  man,  and  good  man.  But  I’m  not 
going  to  inject  myself  in  here  except  to  say 
we  can  never  in  any  way  support  David 
Duke  for  the  reasons  I  gave.  So,  please 
don’t  try  to  draw  me  into  a  runoff  in  that 
State.  I’m  not  going  to  be  so  drawn. 

Mr.  Fitz water.  One  more. 

The  President.  Yes,  this  is  the  last  one. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  be  in  a  position  in 
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Madrid  at  the  meeting  with  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  to  answer  some  of  his  proposals 
about  nuclear  weapons  with  proposals  of 
your  own? 

The  President  No. 

Q.  If  not,  what  are  you  going  to  talk 
about? 

The  President  Well,  open-ended.  We’re 
going  there — the  matrix  is  a  peace  confer¬ 
ence  for  the  Middle  East.  But  I’m  sure  we’ll 
discuss  bilateral  issues,  and  I’ll  be  prepared 
to  discuss  nuclear  weapons.  I’ll  be  prepared 
to  discuss  their  economy  and  ours.  I’ll  be 
prepared  to  discuss  anything  that  he’s  inter¬ 
ested  in.  We  always  have  wide-ranging  dis¬ 
cussions,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to  that 
part  of  this  very,  very  much. 

But  the  reason  I  was  so  quick  is  I  don’t 
want  to  leave  the  impression  that  we’re 
coming  forth  with  a  new  four-point  pro¬ 
gram  or  six-point  program  in  response  to 
his  positive  response  to  our  initiative. 

Let  me  end  this  press  conference  by — 
Ellen  [Ellen  Warren,  Knight-Ridder],  last 
one.  All  right,  I  did  recognize  you  earlier. 
I’m  sorry,  but  this  is  it  now,  really. 

Harassment  in  the  Workplace 

Q.  There  are  some  people,  sir,  who  think 
that  the  message  from  the  Anita  Hill-Clar- 
ence  Thomas  hearings,  the  message  to 
women  is,  don’t  bother  to  come  forward  on 
sexual  harassment  because  you  won’t  be  be¬ 
lieved.  Sir,  do  you  believe  that  is  a  message, 
or  would  you  tell  the  American  women  that 
they  should  come  forward? 

The  President  I  say  they  should  come  for¬ 
ward.  But  let’s  do  it  in  a  climate  so  people 
are  not  destroyed  in  the  process.  And  that’s 
why  I’m  saying,  let’s  do  it  behind  closed 
doors,  or  let’s  have  procedures  that  you 
don’t  leak  information  that  Anita  Hill  gave 
that  she  asked  be  confidential,  and  then 
somebody  goes  out  and  insidiously  leaks  it, 
and  she’s  drawn  into  a  public  debacle  that 
she  didn’t  want  in  the  first  place. 

Yes,  I’m  concerned  about  that  and  her 
feelings  and  everything  else  related  to  it. 
And  I’ve  made  proposals  that  I  think  would 
help,  including  the  way  we  handle  FBI  re¬ 
ports.  So,  when  people  can’t  come  forward 
for  fear  of  their  character  being  damaged 
and  being  dragged  through  the  mud,  of 
course,  I  worry  about  it.  And  that’s  why  I 


styled  some  proposals  yesterday  that  I  think 
will  help  address  the  problem.  Whether  it 
will  solve  a  lot,  Ellen,  I  don’t  know.  And  I 
repeat,  it’s  true  for  not  just  women  coming 
forward  on  a  sex  harassment  case  or  to  back 
up  Anita  Hill,  but  it’s  true  for  people  that 
might  otherwise  come  into  Government. 
And  they  don’t  want  to  be  dragged  into 
these  kinds  of  disclosures  that  go  after  their 
character. 

And  I  don’t  know  how  we  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  entirely.  But  I  have  made  some  sugges¬ 
tions  that  I  think  will  help. 

Q.  But  why,  sir,  shouldn’t  women  now  be 
concerned  that  their  character  will  be  dam¬ 
aged  by  coming  forward,  understanding 
that  most  sex  harassment  hearings  are  not 
on  television? 

The  President  Well,  why  should  a  nomi¬ 
nee  not  be  concerned  that  his  character 
will  be  blasted  as  Judge  Thomas’  was? 
You’re  putting  it  on  one  basis.  You’re  put¬ 
ting  it  on  the  feminist  basis.  Yes,  I’m  con¬ 
cerned  about  that.  And  I’ve  made  proposals 
to  do  something  about  it. 

I’m  also  concerned  on  a  public  service 
basis.  And  in  this  instance,  I  was  very  much 
concerned  about  the  character  assassination 
of  Clarence  Thomas,  that  there’s  a  way  to 
handle  these  things.  You  delegate  intelli¬ 
gence  matters;  why  can’t  you  delegate — 
and  without  the  people  having  a  right  to 
know  every  detail — why  can’t  you  delegate 
in  the  hearings  the  judgment  on  these  mat¬ 
ters  to  the  Senators  to  do  behind  closed 
doors?  And  why  can’t  we  facilitate  the  proc¬ 
ess  by  guaranteeing  as  best  we  can  against 
insidious  leaks  that  damage  people  the 
minute  the  door  opens?  And  so,  I’ve  made 
some  proposals  on  that.  And  yes,  I’m  con¬ 
cerned. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  end  on  a  downer  note 
here.  I  want  to  end  by  saying,  I  can’t  tell 
you  how  pleased  I  am  about  this  civil  rights 
vote.  You  know,  some  people  have  said, 
“Well,  the  President  may  not  really  want  a 
civil  rights  bill;  he  wants  an  issue  of  some 
sort” — my  political  opponents  charging  that 
over  and  over  again.  And  the  fact  now  that 
we  have  a  good,  strong,  reasonable  civil 
rights  bill,  I  think  it’s  good  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people.  I  think  it  transcends  party  poli¬ 
tics. 


1335 


Oct.  25  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


And  I  salute  Bob  Dole  and  Jack  Danforth 
on  our  side  and  others  on  the  Democratic 
side  who  have  been  willing  to  work  in  a 
constructive  fashion,  ups  and  downs  in  the 
negotiating  process,  charge  and  counter¬ 
charge,  but  today  we  have  a  good  civil 
rights  bill.  And  Fd  like  to  ask  the  Senate  to 
promptly  pass  it  without  change.  And  Fd 
like  to  ask  the  House  to  accede  to  it.  And 
let's  do  something  that’s  good  and  upright 
in  the  field  of  civil  rights  for  the  American 
people. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Civil  Rights  Bill 

Q.  Sir,  do  you  understand  what’s  in  the 
bill? 


The  President.  You  guys  want  to  talk  to 
Boyden? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President  But  here’s  my  problem  on 
the — some  of  the  detail  is  highly  technical, 
so  Fd  like  to  ask — but  yes,  I  understand  the 
issue. 

Note:  The  President's  106th  news  conference 
began  at  11:25  a.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at 
the  White  House.  During  the  news  confer¬ 
ence,  the  following  persons  were  referred  to: 
Edward  M.  Rogers ,  Jr.,  former  Deputy  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  and  Executive  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  Chief  of  Staff,  and  Sheikh 
Kamal  Adham  of  Saudi  Arabia. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Jamaica-United  States  Legal 
Assistance  Treaty 
October  25,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Treaty  between  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Government  of  Jamaica  on  Mutual 
Legal  Assistance  in  Criminal  Matters, 
signed  at  Kingston  on  July  7,  1989.  I  trans¬ 
mit  also,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate, 
the  Report  of  the  Department  of  State  with 
respect  to  the  Treaty. 

The  Treaty  is  one  of  a  series  of  modern 
mutual  legal  assistance  treaties  being  nego¬ 
tiated  by  the  United  States  in  order  to 
counter  criminal  activities  more  effectively. 
The  Treaty  should  be  an  effective  tool  to 
assist  in  the  prosecution  of  a  wide  variety  of 
modern  criminals,  including  members  of 
drug  cartels,  “white-collar  criminals,”  and 
terrorists.  The  Treaty  is  self-executing. 

The  Treaty  provides  for  a  broad  range  of 
cooperation  in  criminal  matters.  Mutual  as¬ 


sistance  available  under  the  Treaty  in¬ 
cludes:  (1)  the  taking  of  testimony  or  state¬ 
ments  of  witnesses;  (2)  the  provision  of  doc¬ 
uments,  records,  and  evidence;  (3)  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  requests  for  search  and  seizures; 
(4)  the  serving  of  documents;  and  (5)  the 
provision  of  assistance  in  proceedings  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  proceeds  of 
crime,  restitution  to  the  victims  of  crime, 
and  the  collection  of  fines  imposed  as  a  sen¬ 
tence  in  a  criminal  prosecution. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early 
and  favorable  consideration  to  the  Treaty 
and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratifica¬ 
tion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  25,  1991. 

Note:  This  message  was  released  by  the 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  October  28. 
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Teleconference  Remarks  to  the  American  Gas  Association 
October  28,  1991 


The  President  Mike,  thank  you  very 
much,  and  thank  you  for  those  goods  words. 
And  may  I  salute  your  chairman,  Bill 
McCormick,  the  incoming  chairman,  Dick 
Farman.  And  I  am  delighted  to  be  able  to 
join  you  by  satellite  in  San  Diego  at  the  73d 
annual  conference  of  the  American  Gas  As¬ 
sociation. 

Fd  like  to  talk  to  you  today  about  our 
energy  future,  about  America’s  energy 
future,  the  indispensable  foundation  for  the 
goods  we  produce,  the  enterprises  we 
launch,  and  the  quality  of  life  we  enjoy. 
When  our  administration  developed  our  na¬ 
tional  energy  strategy,  three  principles 
guided  our  policy  making:  Reducing  our  de¬ 
pendence  on  foreign  oil,  protecting  our  en¬ 
vironment,  and  promoting  economic 
growth.  As  a  part  of  our  comprehensive 
energy  strategy,  natural  gas  is  key  to  all 
three. 

First,  decreasing  our  dependence  on  inse¬ 
cure  energy  supplies  is  a  top  priority  of  this 
administration.  We’re  willing  to  practice 
what  we  preach.  In  April  of  this  year,  I  took 
action  to  put  the  Federal  Government  in 
the  lead  on  increasing  energy  efficiency  by 
issuing  an  Executive  order  that  calls  for 
sharp  reductions  in  Federal  energy  use. 
Under  this  new  mandate,  overall  Federal 
energy  consumption  will  be  reduced  by  20 
percent  from  1985  levels  within  a  decade. 
Fuel  consumption  in  the  Federal  fleet  will 
be  pared  by  10  percent  from  current  levels 
within  4  years,  and  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  will  increase  its  purchases  of  vehicles 
powered  by  alternative  fuels  like  com¬ 
pressed  natural  gas. 

Contrary  to  gloomy  predictions  of  the 
seventies,  when  misguided  Federal  regula¬ 
tion  created  natural  gas  shortages,  we  are 
blessed  now  with  abundant  supplies  of  natu¬ 
ral  gas  within  our  own  borders.  In  fact,  the 
Department  of  Energy  recently  reported  a 
113-percent  replacement  of  reserves  for 
1990  in  the  lower  48,  the  lower  48  States. 
To  assure  that  supplies  of  natural  gas 
remain  ample,  we  must  rely  on  the  logic  of 
the  marketplace.  And  that  is  why  in  1989 


we  enacted  a  law  phasing  out  the  last  Fed¬ 
eral  wellhead  price  controls  on  natural  gas 
so  that  the  free  market  could  do  its  work. 

Second,  we’re  committed  to  preserving 
and  protecting  the  environment.  No  ques¬ 
tion  about  that.  We  looked  to  the  ingenuity 
of  the  free  market  as  we  worked  to  defend 
our  precious  environment  through  enact¬ 
ment  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  amendments. 
The  AGA  was  one  of  the  first  major  trade 
groups  to  endorse  our  administration’s  pro¬ 
posal  for  clean  air  legislation.  And  I  am  very 
grateful,  and  I  thank  you  for  that  effort.  As 
clean-burning  natural  gas  is  put  to  work  in 
generating  electricity,  for  fueling  vehicles, 
cooling  and  heating,  and  supplying  the 
needs  of  the  industry,  Americans  know  that 
the  environment  stands  to  benefit. 

And  third,  energy  security  and  environ¬ 
mental  protection  must  go  hand-in-hand 
with  economic  growth.  And  that  growth  de¬ 
pends  upon  opening  new  markets  and  new 
opportunities  for  American  industry.  A 
North  American  free  trade  agreement  will 
promote  economic  growth  throughout  this 
continent.  Your  industry  knows  what  I  am 
talking  about.  The  northern  tier  of  Mexico 
is  the  largest  single  export  market  for  U.S. 
natural  gas,  and  with  this  agreement  we  are 
looking  forward  to  continued  growth  and 
opportunity. 

Economic  growth  also  depends  upon  an 
educated  work  force.  America’s  natural  gas 
producers,  companies,  and  utilities  are 
doing  a  great  deal  to  make  their  communi¬ 
ties  places  where  learning  can  happen. 
Your  Education  2000  program,  a  10-year, 
industrywide  commitment  to  helping  our 
Nation  reform  its  schools,  is  a  great  example 
of  the  partnerships  necessary  to  invent  a 
new  generation  of  American  schools.  I  urge 
you  and  all  of  your  members  to  continue  to 
engage  in  the  education  reform  movement 
so  that  we  can  prepare  American  children 
to  compete  and  win  in  the  global  market¬ 
place. 

Economic  growth,  environmental  protec¬ 
tion,  energy  security,  and  a  well-prepared 
work  force  are  crucial  to  America’s  success 
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in  the  next  century.  As  part  of  the  fabric  of 
daily  life  in  America,  your  companies  and 
employees  can  make  a  real  difference.  In 
many  ways  you  already  are,  and  for  that,  I 
thank  you. 

I  wish  you  a  successful  conference  and 
best  wishes  in  the  coming  year.  And  now 
I’ll  be  glad  to  take  a  few  questions. 

Mr.  Baly.  Mr.  President,  our  chairman, 
Bill  McCormick,  has  a  question  for  you. 

Mr.  McCormick.  Mr.  President,  we  praise 
you  for  your  leadership  in  the  Clean  Air  Act 
amendments  passed  by  the  Congress  last 
year,  and  we  were  pleased  to  support  the 
administration’s  goals  in  the  act.  We  also 
appreciate  your  work  toward  enactment  of 
the  national  energy  strategy  that  you  pro¬ 
posed  earlier  this  year.  AGA  has  been  sup¬ 
portive  of  this  initiative  since  the  outset. 
The  Senate  looks  like  it  will  begin  debate 
soon  on  the  NES,  and  we  wanted  to  know 
how  you  foresee  the  debate  shaping  up  and 
your  administration’s  role  as  the  debate  un¬ 
folds? 

The  President.  Bill,  as  I  said  earlier,  secur¬ 
ing  a  clean  and  affordable  energy  future  is  a 
very  important  objective  of  our  entire  ad¬ 
ministration.  And  that  is  why  I  am  support¬ 
ing  this  bipartisan  energy  bill,  S.  1220  to 
the  technocrats  there,  that  should  go  before 
the  Senate  very  soon.  This  bill  incorporates 
many  important  principles  of  this  national 
energy  strategy  of  ours. 

During  the  Senate’s  deliberations  on  this 
bill,  we  are  going  to  be  working  very  close¬ 
ly  with  Senators  Bennett  Johnston,  well- 
known  to  all  of  you  there,  Malcolm  Wallop, 
the  same,  to  ensure  that  our  key  provisions 
remain  intact.  In  keeping  with  our  goal  of 
increased  domestic  energy  production,  I 
remain  committed  to  providing  environ¬ 
mentally  responsible  energy  development 
in  ANWR,  in  the  Alaskan  Wildlife  Refuge. 
And  I  want  to  avoid  the  crippling  effects  of 
excessive  CAFE  standards  because  we 
cannot  sacrifice  public  safety  and  jobs  all  in 
the  name  of  fuel  efficiency  mandates. 

We  need  your  industry’s  help  in  getting  a 
good  bill  on  my  desk.  We  are  expecting 
some  very  tough  votes,  but  I  am  confident 
that  the  American  people  will  understand 
the  importance  of  enacting  a  comprehen¬ 
sive,  balanced  energy  bill.  And  let  me  add, 
I’m  very  comforted  by  the  fact  that  our 


national  security  requirements  are  clearer 
now  and  that  the  threat  is  less  difficult.  But 
I  do  not  want  to  see  us  increasingly  depend¬ 
ent  on  foreign  sources  of  energy.  And  I 
want  to  see  drilling  in  this  country  contin¬ 
ue.  It  can  be  done  in  an  environmentally 
sound  way,  and  I  think  everybody  in  your 
audience  there  knows  that  we  must  contin¬ 
ue  to  drill  and  produce  in  this  country. 
We’ll  do  our  best,  though,  to  get  this  energy 
bill  passed. 

That’s  it. 

Mr.  Baly.  Mr.  President,  our  chairman- 
elect,  Dick  Farman,  has  a  question. 

The  President.  Shoot,  Dick. 

Mr.  Farman.  Mr.  President,  in  your  re¬ 
marks,  you  mentioned  AGA’s  Education 
2000  program,  and  we’re  all  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  hearing  later  in  today’s  meeting 
from  Gregg  Petersmeyer  on  your  adminis¬ 
tration’s  national  service  efforts.  Would  you 
care  to  comment  on  what  other  domestic 
initiatives  your  administration  is  currently 
working  on  or  has  plans  to  introduce  this 
year? 

The  President.  Well,  Dick,  thank  you,  and 
I’m  glad  Gregg  Petersmeyer  will  be  there — 
he’s  been  made  famous  by  “Doonesbury,”  if 
any  of  you  inflict  that  upon  yourselves, 
reading  that  cartoon — because  Gregg  has 
done  a  great  job  on  this  Points  of  Light 
principle  that  we  believe  in  and  that  your 
association  believes  in  with  your  own  ap¬ 
proach  to  education.  So,  I’m  delighted  that 
Gregg  will  be  out  there  with  you. 

But  look,  on  the  domestic  agenda,  we’ve 
advanced  a  broad,  aggressive  domestic 
agenda  over  the  last  2  years.  It’s  included 
such  legislative  successes  as  the  Clean  Air 
Act  amendments;  the  ADA,  that’s  the 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  a  sweeping 
piece  of  civil  rights  legislation;  our  child 
care  bill,  one  that  gives  choice  to  parents; 
and  our  HOPE  bill,  that’s  H-O-P-E,  our 
housing  bill  that  promotes  tenant  manage¬ 
ment  and  ownership  of  public  housing.  And 
we’ve  already  mentioned  our  America  2000 
education  initiative,  touched  on  this  nation¬ 
al  energy  strategy  of  ours.  And  Congress, 
right  now,  is  considering  provisions  of  the 
administration’s  crime  bill. 

We’ve  sent  up  two  crime  bills  since  1989, 
and  we’re  just  now  seeing  action  on  the  key 
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provisions.  Some  of  you  may  remember  that 
I  challenged  the  Congress  to  complete 
action  on  two  bills,  that  crime  bill  and  our 
transportation  bill,  in  100  days.  That  was 
back  at  the  time  of  the  State  of  the  Union,  I 
believe.  And  incidentally,  the  transportation 
bill  is  a  bill  that  would  stimulate  a  sluggish 
economy.  It’s  job  intensive,  and  it  would  do 
that,  stimulate,  without  busting  the  budget 
agreement,  without  increasing  our  Federal 
deficit.  But  here  we  are,  almost  8  months 
later,  still  waiting  for  both. 

We  now  have  a  civil  rights  bill  that  I  can 
certify  to  the  American  people  is  not  a 
quota  bill.  It  is  fair,  and  it’s  good.  And  just 
last  week,  I  signed  an  Executive  order  to 
enact  reforms  in  our  civil  justice  system.  I 
hope  some  of  you  saw  that. 

We  need  liability  reform.  We  need  to 
check  the  reckless  use  of  lawsuits  and  the 
propensity  for  more  and  more  outrageous 
settlements.  We’ll  be  sending  legislation  to 
the  Congress  on  that  very,  very  soon.  And 
there  is  one  area  where  you  all  weighing  in 
can  really  get  something  done. 

But  most  importantly,  we  have  offered 
numerous  economic  reform  proposals 
which,  if  they  had  been  enacted  by  Con¬ 
gress,  would  have  long  ago  promoted  the 
economic  growth  that  America  needs.  I  am 
sure  some  of  you  are  sick  of  hearing  this, 
but  I  have  proposed  a  capital  gains  cut  that 
would  in  my  view  create  more  jobs  and 
create  them  soon.  We’ve  proposed  penalty- 
free  withdrawals  from  these  IRA’s  for  first¬ 
time  homebuyers.  Clearly,  that  would  stim¬ 
ulate  or  would  have  stimulated  the  housing 
market.  I’ve  proposed  more  Federal  funds 
for  research  and  development,  a  little 
longer  range  but  very,  very  important.  Your 
industry  knows  this.  I’ve  proposed  enter¬ 
prise  zones  to  stimulate  our  hardest  hit 
urban  areas.  It’s  not  going  to  cost  the  tax¬ 


payer.  It  will  eventually  mean  money  to  the 
Treasury  because  you  get  those  new  busi¬ 
nesses  started  in  those  areas.  And  then  the 
transportation  bill  that  I  just  mentioned, 
and  incentives  for  increased  savings  and  in¬ 
vestment. 

Throughout  the  coming  legislative  year, 
we  will  fight  tooth  and  nail  for  economic 
growth,  opportunity,  and  jobs.  And  I  will 
fight  against  legislation  that  will  bust  the 
budget  agreement  and  further  burden  the 
young  people  of  this  country  with  more  and 
more  debt,  with  bigger  and  bigger  Federal 
deficits. 

Now,  and  I  realize  that  this  only  is  a 
thumbnail  sketch  of  our  agenda,  but  I  hope 
I  have  responded  to  your  question.  And  I 
know  there  is  a  lot  to  be  done.  I  am  not 
relaxed  about  the  economy,  but  I  am  not 
going  to  jump  in  and  take  steps  out  of  some 
congressional  panic  that  might  make  the  sit¬ 
uation  worse  or  might  burden  future  gen¬ 
erations  of  America  more. 

So,  thank  you  very  much  for  asking  the 
question,  and  thanks  for  the  opportunity  to 
be  out  there  with  you  today  in  this  unique 
way.  It  works  well  from  our  standpoint,  and 
I  hope  it  came  through  loud  and  clear  over 
there.  But  over  and  out,  and  many  thanks. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:09  p.m. 
from  Room  459  in  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building  to  the  73d  annual  conference  of 
the  American  Gas  Association ,  meeting  in 
San  Diego,  CA.  Michael  Baly  III,  president 
of  the  AGA,  served  as  moderator  for  the 
teleconference.  In  his  remarks,  the  President 
referred  to  C.  Gregg  Petersmeyer,  Assistant 
to  the  President,  Office  of  National  Service. 
The  President  also  referred  to  Corporate  Av¬ 
erage  Fuel  Economy  (CAFE)  standards  for 
automobiles  and  the  Arctic  National  Wild¬ 
life  Refuge  (ANWR). 


Remarks  to  Travel  and  Tourism  Industry  Chief  Executive  Officers 
October  28,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much  for  being 
here.  And  I  normally  don’t  go  around  wear¬ 
ing  make-up.  I  want  you  to  know  that.  But 


we  have  a  little  studio  in  here,  and  I’ve  just 
completed  a  satellite  broadcast  out  to  the 
West  Coast.  And  I  did  not  want  to  keep  you 
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waiting  any  more. 

But  Bob,  thank  you  very  much  for  being 
here.  Let  me  salute  two  that  you  may  have 
heard  from.  I  don’t  know  whether  Mike 
Boskin  and  Roger — Roger  Porter  was  here, 
and  Mike  Boskin,  I  believe.  Has  he  been? 
They  are  key  players  on  our  team,  and  I’m 
glad  they’ve  participated.  I  want  to  salute 
John  Keller,  who  is  sorely  missed  at  the 
White  House.  He  and  I  worked  together  for 
many,  many  years,  and  now  he’s  over  there. 
We’re  still  working  together  but  out  of  dif¬ 
ferent  buildings,  and  I  know  he’s  doing  a 
good  job.  I  want  to  salute  Rock  Schnabel 
and  Roger  Ballou,  the  president  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Express  Travel  Related  Services,  whom 
I’ve  just  met  out  here.  So,  here  we  go. 

I  am  told  that  this  is  perhaps  one  of,  well, 
put  it  this  way,  one  of  the  most  unprece¬ 
dented  gatherings  of  travel  and  tourism  ex¬ 
ecutives.  And  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for 
taking  the  time  to  come  here.  I  wanted  to 
just  pop  in  on  this  briefing  to  show  support 
for  the  extraordinary  contributions  that 
your  group  is  making,  not  only  to  the  indus¬ 
try,  travel  and  tourism  industry,  but  to  the 
economic  well-being  of  our  Nation.  And  it’s 
high  time  that  this  industry,  travel  and  tour¬ 
ism,  a  $327  billion  economic  powerhouse, 
received  the  recognition  that  it  so  richly 
deserves. 

Let  me  just  cite  some  numbers  that  most 
of  you  know,  but  some  around  the  country 
don’t  know.  In  1990,  international  visitors 
spent  more  than  $50  billion  on  U.S.  tourism 
and  transportation  services.  We  expect  a  $5 
billion  increase  in  1991.  U.S.  earnings  from 
tourism  are  growing  faster  than  our  receipts 
from  goods  and  services  as  a  whole,  and  this 
has  been  the  case  for  over  30  years. 

In  terms  of  income  generated  and  jobs 
created  or  sustained,  tourism  is  among  the 
top  3  industries  in  37  of  our  50  States.  In 
1990,  nearly  a  million  Americans  owed 
their  livelihood  to  international  visitors. 
Add  to  that  just  over  5  million  jobs  generat¬ 
ed  by  domestic  travel  and  tourism  for  a 
total  of  nearly  6  million  American  jobs. 

This  solid  record  of  growth  has  not  gone 
unnoticed  by  small  communities  and  by 
rural  areas  facing  the  challenge  to  diversify 
their  economies.  More  and  more  rural  com¬ 
munities  are  making  tourism  a  part  of  the 
economic  development  options  for  the 


nineties.  And  the  U.S.  Travel  and  Tourism 
Administration,  along  with  other  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  are  working  to  put  small¬ 
town  America  on  the  tourist  map. 

An  example  of  our  administration’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  this  idea  is  a  Presidential  initia¬ 
tive  on  rural  economic  development  which 
recognizes  that  new  economic  opportunities 
for  rural  America  will  be  found  primarily  in 
off-farm  employment  opportunities  such  as 
tourism,  retirement  living,  and  commercial 
recreation.  As  part  of  that  initiative,  Feder¬ 
al  agencies  will  provide  leadership  for  edu¬ 
cational  outreach  programs  in  rural  tourism 
development. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  report  that  next 
month  USTTA  and  other  Federal  agencies 
will  sponsor  a  nationally  televised  confer¬ 
ence,  “Turn  It  Around  With  Tourism,”  in 
conjunction  with,  in  this  instance,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota.  This  conference  is  in¬ 
tended  to  strengthen  tourism-related  busi¬ 
nesses  in  small  towns  and  in  rural  communi¬ 
ties. 

On  the  international  front,  this  adminis¬ 
tration  has  sought  to  foster  liberalized  trade 
and  to  obtain  the  adaptation  of  internation¬ 
al  rules  for  the  conduct  of  trade  in  services, 
including  tourism,  as  well  as  encourage 
trade-related  investment.  Several  initiatives 
will  have  this  effect  by  reducing  barriers  to 
tourism  services,  thereby  opening  up  addi¬ 
tional  travel  markets  to  companies. 

They  will  also  “lock  in”  beneficial  condi¬ 
tions  for  market  access  in  key  existing  tour¬ 
ism  markets.  Such  an  example  is  the  fact 
that  the  United  States  has  signed  trade  ad¬ 
denda  with  five  Eastern  European  countries 
including  Czechoslovakia,  Poland,  and  the 
Soviet  Union.  And  we  are  currently  work¬ 
ing  on  a  sixth  addendum  with  Romania. 
These  addenda  will  ensure  that  the  U.S. 
travel  industry  receives  the  same  benefits 
from  agreements  with  our  trading  partners 
as  other  industries. 

Supporting  this  industry  takes  the  work  of 
everyone,  public  and  private.  Our  daughter, 
incidentally,  our  only  daughter,  Dorothy, 
helped  me  understand  this  when  she 
worked  in  the  Office  of  Tourism  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  As  for  me,  tough  duty 
though  it  may  be,  I  continue  to  do  my  part 
for  the  commercial  recreation  industry. 
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[Laughter]  Fishing,  boating,  tennis,  golf, 
running,  hunting,  and  all  of  this.  Horse¬ 
shoes.  It’s  tough  duty.  Somebody  has  to  do 
it,  and  I’m  going  to  keep  on.  I  don’t  care 
what  they  say  about  it.  [Laughter]  But  seri¬ 
ously,  this  is  a  multimillion  dollar  industry, 
recreation  industry,  not  to  be  taken  for 
granted. 

But  the  people  who  can  really  get  Amer¬ 
ica  moving  are  right  here  in  this  room. 
Working  side  by  side,  the  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  entities  you  represent  under  the  slogan 
of  “GO  USA,”  and  led  by  Bill  Marriott,  have 
managed  to  overcome  the  temporary  lag  in 
traveler  confidence  that  was  caused  by  the 
Persian  Gulf  war.  And  today,  as  we  kick  off 
phase  two,  under  the  leadership  of  Jim  Rob¬ 
inson,  I’m  sure  this  coalition  will  be  enor¬ 
mously  successful  stimulating  travel  to  and 
within  the  United  States. 

In  a  moment,  I’m  going  to  turn  this  over 
to  John  Keller,  the  Under  Secretary.  But  let 
me  just  simply  reiterate  my  support  for  the 
agency,  a  small  agency  that  is  critical  to  this 
country’s  international  competitiveness  in 
the  global  market,  and  for  “GO  USA.”  I 
look  forward  to  watching  this  partnership 
between  Government  and  private  sector 
companies  grow  and  prosper,  at  home  and 
abroad. 

And  as  for  me,  although  it  is  not  exactly 
tourism  in  action,  I  will  be  leaving  at  9:30 
this  evening  for  Madrid.  And  I  might  just 


say  one  word  about  that.  These  are  impor¬ 
tant  meetings.  This  is  historic,  and  I  don’t 
want  to  get  peoples’  hopes  too  high  because 
there  is  a  long,  long  way  to  go  before  we 
have  the  makings  of  or  have  agreement  for 
peace  in  that  troubled  corner  of  the  world, 
the  Middle  East.  But  it’s  worth  it.  Believe 
me,  it  is  worth  it  to  reach  out.  And  it  is  only 
the  United  States,  it  is  only  our  country, 
that  can  serve  as  this  catalyst  for  peace. 
And  so,  I’m  looking  forward  to  this,  and  I’m 
hoping  that  it  will  be  a  first  step  now,  this 
conference,  in  bringing  peace  to  this  part  of 
the  world  that  has  suffered  too  long  from 
war  and  conflict. 

So,  thank  you  again,  once  again,  for  all 
you’re  doing  for  this  wonderful  industry, 
and  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  just  to 
drop  in  and  say  hello.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:26  p.m.  in 
Room  450  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building.  In  his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Commerce  Robert  A.  Mosbacher; 
Michael  J.  Boskin,  Chairman  of  the  Council 
of  Economic  Advisers ;  Roger  B.  Porter ,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  Economic  and 
Domestic  Policy ;  John  Keller ;  Under  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Commerce  for  Travel  and  Tourism ; 
Rockwell  A.  Schnabel,  Deputy  Secretary  of 
Commerce;  J.  W.  Marriott ,  Jr.,  president  and 
chairman  of  the  Marriott  Corp.;  and  James 
D.  Robinson  III '  chairman  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  American  Express  Co. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Bahamas-United  States 
Extradition  Treaty 
October  28,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Extradition  Treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  The  Bahamas  signed  at 
Nassau  on  March  9,  1990.  I  transmit  also, 
for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the 
report  of  the  Department  of  State  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  Treaty. 


The  Treaty  is  designed  to  update  and 
standardize  the  conditions  and  procedures 
for  extradition  between  the  United  States 
and  The  Bahamas.  Most  significant,  it  sub¬ 
stitutes  a  dual  criminality  clause  for  a  cur¬ 
rent  list  of  extraditable  offenses,  so  that, 
inter  alia,  certain  additional  narcotics  of¬ 
fenses  will  be  covered  by  the  new  Treaty. 
The  Treaty  also  provides  a  legal  basis  for 
temporarily  surrendering  prisoners  to  stand 
trial  for  crimes  against  the  laws  of  the  Re- 
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questing  State. 

The  Treaty  further  represents  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  in  combatting  terrorism  by  exclud¬ 
ing  from  the  scope  of  the  political  offense 
exception  serious  offenses  typically  commit¬ 
ted  by  terrorists;  e.g.,  crimes  against  a  Head 
of  State  or  first  family  member  of  either 
Party,  aircraft  hijacking,  aircraft  sabotage, 
crimes  against  internationally  protected 
persons,  including  diplomats,  hostage¬ 
taking,  narcotics  trafficking,  and  other  of¬ 
fenses  for  which  either  the  United  States  or 
The  Bahamas  may  have  an  obligation  to  ex¬ 
tradite  or  submit  to  prosecution  by  reason 
of  a  multilateral  treaty,  convention,  or  other 
international  agreement. 


The  provisions  in  this  Treaty  follow  gen¬ 
erally  the  form  and  content  of  extradition 
treaties  recently  concluded  by  the  United 
States.  Upon  entry  into  force,  it  will  super¬ 
sede  the  existing  Extradition  Treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  The  Bahamas. 

This  Treaty  will  make  a  significant  contri¬ 
bution  to  international  cooperation  in  law 
enforcement.  I  recommend  that  the  Senate 
give  early  and  favorable  consideration  to 
the  Treaty  and  give  its  advice  and  consent 
to  ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
State  of  Small  Business 
October  28,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  my  second  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  small  business.  Nine¬ 
teen  ninety  was  an  exciting  year  for  small 
enterprises  internationally — a  year  when 
new  winds  of  economic  freedom  blew 
strongly  across  Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
and  the  Soviet  Union.  It  was  also  a  year  of 
new  and  difficult  challenges,  as  citizens  of 
those  nations  struggled  to  build  new  free 
market  economies. 

American  business  also  faced  new  chal¬ 
lenges  in  1990,  as  the  economy  slowed  after 
nearly  8  years  of  expansion.  Gross  national 
product  grew  more  slowly  in  1990  than  in 
previous  years  and  real  business  earnings 
were  down  from  the  previous  year’s  level. 
Fewer  start-up  businesses  opened  their 
doors  than  in  1989,  and  more  businesses 
closed. 

Yet  even  in  this  slower  growing  economy 
the  strong  spirit  of  American  enterprise 
flourished,  as  small  businesses  continued  to 
hire  and  train  almost  9  out  of  10  of  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  new  private  sector  workers.  Research 
indicated  that  small  business  owners  also 
tend  to  retain  their  employees  longer  in 
economic  slowdowns. 

Evidence  of  women’s  and  minorities’  im¬ 


pressive  strides  into  business  ownership 
continued  to  surface.  Newly  available 
census  data  indicated  that  women’s  business 
ownership  jumped  by  more  than  57  per¬ 
cent  from  1982  to  1987,  while  business 
ownership  by  Black  Americans  increased  by 
more  than  37  percent. 

We  have  much  to  celebrate  in  the  fact 
that  American  business  ownership  increas¬ 
ingly  reflects  our  great  national  strength — 
our  diversity.  The  20  million  individuals 
who  own  small  businesses  continue  to  make 
remarkable  contributions  to  the  vitality  of 
our  economy.  I  believe  that,  working  to¬ 
gether,  government  and  the  private  sector 
can  make  the  economic  environment  even 
better  for  small  businesses  and  for  all  Amer¬ 
icans. 

My  Administration  is  committed  to  open¬ 
ing  doors  to  free  and  fair  trade,  so  that 
more  American  entrepreneurs  can  compete 
globally.  For  example,  thanks  in  part  to  the 
“fast  track”  authority  recently  approved  by 
the  Congress,  we  will  continue  to  improve 
our  trade  with  Mexico,  where  85  million 
people  buy  70  percent  of  their  imports 
from  the  United  States.  And  the  United 
States-Canada  Free-Trade  Agreement  is 
stimulating  trade  with  our  northern  neigh- 
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bors. 

Another  priority  is  to  reform  our  pension 
system.  In  small  firms,  for  example,  only  25 
percent  of  employees  are  covered  by  pen¬ 
sion  plans.  Often  for  legitimate  business  rea¬ 
sons — but  at  a  significant  cost  in  retirement 
security  for  employees — fewer  pension 
plans  are  being  formed  than  in  previous 
years.  We  can  do  better.  We  can  increase 
pension  portability,  pension  accessibility, 
pension  flexibility.  We  can  eliminate  some 
of  the  administrative  headaches  associated 
with  pension  plans,  and  my  Administration 
has  been  working  on  legislative  proposals  to 
do  just  that. 

I  believe  we  can  and  must  make  health 
care  more  available  and  affordable — espe¬ 
cially  for  those  35  million  Americans  with¬ 
out  health  insurance.  Unfortunately,  many 
of  our  Nation’s  uninsured  are  workers  in 
small  businesses,  which  employ  many  older, 
seasonal,  and  temporary  workers — higher 
risk,  higher  cost  workers  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  health  insurers.  These  small  firms 
often  find  the  financial  and  administrative 
costs  of  health  insurance  prohibitive.  We 
have  many  minds  working  on  that  problem 
in  this  country — and  I  think  it  will  turn  out 
that  the  best  solutions  are  local  ones,  rather 
than  national  Government  mandates. 

We  can  free  up  more  capital  for  invest¬ 
ment  in  new  products,  new  processes,  new 
technologies,  new  ideas.  Decisions  about 
which  new  ideas  are  worth  investment  are 
best  made  by  those  who  have  the  most  to 
lose — the  investors.  It  makes  sense,  then, 
that  incentives  to  invest  more — as  we  have 


proposed  in  the  form  of  lower  taxes  on  cap¬ 
ital  gains — will  help  channel  new  capital  to 
good  ideas,  innovations,  and  businesses. 
That  in  turn  will  mean  more  economic 
growth  and  more  jobs  for  Americans. 

Another  urgent  priority  for  our  Nation  is 
education.  We  are  not  making  the  grade  in 
education,  and  that  threatens  the  ability  of 
workers  to  perform  their  jobs  and  the  abili¬ 
ty  of  our  Nation  to  compete  in  a  global 
market.  We  have  been  working  with  the 
Governors  to  develop  a  set  of  goals  that  will 
make  American  students  first  in  the  world 
in  math  and  science  and  make  every  Amer¬ 
ican  adult  literate  by  the  year  2000.  Small 
businesses,  which  employ  many  of  our 
entry-level  workers,  are  on  the  front  lines 
of  this  war  against  illiteracy,  and  their  in¬ 
volvement  will  be  key. 

It  is  certainly  true  in  this  last  decade  of 
the  20th  century  that  the  big  picture — the 
national  and  international  view — is  exciting 
as  new  democracies  are  formed,  new  lead¬ 
ers  take  the  stage,  nations  move  towards 
market  economies.  But  I  am  more  and 
more  convinced  that  real  change  happens 
mostly  at  the  small  level,  the  local  level,  the 
individual  level — in  the  millions  of  places 
where  new  ideas  are  born,  new  enterprises 
are  established,  new  workers  are  trained.  I 
am  confident  that  individually  and  togeth¬ 
er,  in  the  spirit  of  American  enterprise,  we 
will  meet  and  surpass  the  challenges  before 
us. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Proposed 
Antinarcotics  Summit 
October  28,  1991 


President  Bush  has  accepted  an  invitation 
from  the  Presidents  of  Bolivia,  Colombia, 
Ecuador,  Peru,  and  Venezuela  to  attend  a 
second  antinarcotics  summit.  The  President 
has  invited  the  participants  to  the  United 
States  for  this  summit  and  proposed  that  it 
be  held  in  early  1992,  perhaps  as  early  as 


February.  This  is  also  the  second  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  the  successful  Cartagena  summit  of 
February  1990. 

Since  that  day  in  Cartagena  when  the 
President  met  with  the  Presidents  of  Boliv¬ 
ia,  Colombia,  and  Peru,  we  have  made  tre¬ 
mendous  strides  in  the  drug  fight,  both  at 
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home  and  abroad.  That  meeting  brought 
the  international  effort  against  drugs  into 
focus  as  has  no  other  event.  The  struggle 
has  become  a  national  priority  for  many  na¬ 
tions,  including  Mexico  which  has  been  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  this  summit. 

Since  we  set  forth  our  common  goals  in 
the  Declaration  of  Cartagena,  cocaine  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  United  States  is  down.  The 
drug  mafias  have  been  attacked,  and  traf¬ 
ficker  routes  have  been  disrupted  through¬ 
out  the  region.  We  have  been  working  to¬ 
gether  to  create  alternative  development 
and  new  trade  opportunities  in  the  hemi¬ 
sphere,  and  we  have  negotiated  bilateral 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Foreign 
Fiscal  Years  1992  and  1993 
October  28,  1991 

Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  1415, 
the  “Foreign  Relations  Authorization  Act, 
Fiscal  Years  1992  and  1993.”  The  Act  con¬ 
tains  welcome  new  authorities  for  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State,  many  of  them  included 
at  the  Administration’s  request.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  the  Act  provides  an  important  authori¬ 
zation  of  funds  for  construction  of  a  secure 
chancery  in  Moscow,  and  for  full  payment 
of  assessed  contributions  and  arrearages  to 
international  organizations  and  for  peace¬ 
keeping  activities.  These  are  especially 
helpful  in  light  of  our  current  relationship 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  expanding 
peacekeeping  role  of  the  United  Nations.  I 
want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Congress  for  its  cooperation  in  this  effort.  I 
regret,  however,  that  the  Congress  has  in¬ 
cluded  several  provisions  in  the  Act  that 
raise  constitutional  or  other  difficulties. 

Article  II  of  the  Constitution  confers  the 
Executive  power  of  the  United  States  on 
the  President  alone.  Executive  power  in¬ 
cludes  the  authority  to  receive  and  appoint 
ambassadors  and  to  conduct  diplomacy. 
Thus,  under  our  system  of  government,  all 
decisions  concerning  the  conduct  of  negoti¬ 
ations  with  foreign  governments  are  within 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  President.  Some 
of  the  provisions  of  H.R.  1415  could  be  in¬ 


agreements  to  strengthen  our  unified  front 
against  drug  abuse  and  trafficking.  Efforts 
against  chemical  supplies  and  money  laun¬ 
dering  are  also  improving. 

The  five  Andean  Presidents  jointly  invit¬ 
ed  President  Bush  to  meet  with  them  to 
“undertake  a  joint  evaluation  of  the  ad¬ 
vances  made  in  the  battle  against  narcotics 
so  as  to  be  able  to  set  even  more  audacious 
goals  in  our  effort  to  defeat  once  and  for  all 
this  scourge  of  mankind.”  Hence,  this 
summit  will  be  expanded  and  will  build  on 
the  excellent  base  established  at  Cartagena 
2  years  ago. 


Relations  Authorization  Act, 


terpreted  as  directing  or  limiting  through 
legislation  the  conduct  by  the  President  of 
foreign  relations.  Such  an  interpretation 
would  violate  fundamental  constitutional 
principles. 

For  example,  section  129  would  prohibit 
the  issuance  of  Israel-only  passports  and  the 
issuance  of  more  than  one  official  or  diplo¬ 
matic  passport  to  any  U.S.  Government  em¬ 
ployee  for  the  purpose  of  acquiescing  in  the 
Arab  League  countries’  policy  of  denying 
entry  to  persons  whose  passports  reflect 
that  they  have  travelled  to  Israel.  It  also 
directs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  enter  into 
negotiations  to  seek  an  end  to  this  policy.  I 
am  sympathetic  to  the  goals  of  this  legisla¬ 
tion  and  have  made  this  issue  part  of  the 
Administration’s  discussions  with  the  coun¬ 
tries  that  engage  in  such  practices. 

The  Constitution,  however,  vests  exclu¬ 
sive  authority  in  the  President  to  control 
the  timing  and  substance  of  negotiations 
with  foreign  governments  and  to  choose  the 
officials  who  will  negotiate  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States.  A  purported  blanket  prohibi¬ 
tion  on  the  issuance  of  more  than  one  offi¬ 
cial  or  diplomatic  passport  to  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  could  interfere  with  my  abili¬ 
ty  to  conduct  diplomacy  by  denying  U.S. 
diplomats  the  documentation  necessary  for 
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them  to  travel  to  all  countries  in  the  Middle 
East  and  could  upset  delicate  and  complex 
negotiations.  I  therefore  am  directing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  ensure  that  this  provi¬ 
sion  does  not  interfere  with  my  constitu¬ 
tional  prerogatives  and  responsibilities. 

Section  322  and  title  IV  also  raise  consti¬ 
tutional  concerns.  These  sections  deal  with 
Middle  East  arms  control  policy  and  pur¬ 
port  to  direct  the  President  specifically  how 
to  proceed  in  negotiations  with  the  United 
Nations  and  with  foreign  governments.  This 
Administration  is  strongly  committed  to  on¬ 
going  negotiations  regarding  restraints  on 
the  transfer  of  conventional  arms  and  weap¬ 
ons  of  mass  destruction  to  the  Middle  East. 
However,  I  must  construe  these  sections 
consistent  with  my  responsibility  for  con¬ 
ducting  negotiations  with  foreign  govern¬ 
ments. 

Section  301(b)  requires  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  designate  an  official  with  responsi¬ 
bility  for,  among  other  things,  developing  a 
proposal  for  the  prosecution  of  Persian  Gulf 
war  criminals  in  an  international  tribunal, 
including  proposing  to  the  United  Nations 
the  establishment  of  such  tribunal.  I  am 
sympathetic  to  the  goal  of  this  provision.  I 
note,  however,  that  the  responsibilities  of 
this  official  are  to  be  understood  by  refer¬ 
ence  to  section  301(a).  In  guiding  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  therefore,  I 
will  keep  in  mind  that  section  301(a)  ex¬ 
presses  only  “the  sense  of  the  Congress.”  In 
conjunction  with  these  provisions,  section 
301(c)  requires  me  to  submit  a  report  to  the 
Congress  describing  evidence  of  war  crimes 
and  identifying  war  criminals.  I  will  inter¬ 
pret  this  provision  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  my  constitutional  authority  to  protect 
state  secrets  and  sensitive  law  enforcement 
information. 

On  a  different  matter,  several  sections 
impose  significant  reporting  requirements 
on  the  Secretary  of  State  that  could  be  read 
to  compel  the  disclosure  of  sensitive  diplo¬ 
matic  activities  or  communications  and/or 
state  secrets.  Section  114  requires  unclassi¬ 
fied  reporting  of  certain  activities  in  the 
confidential  fund  maintained  for  emergen¬ 
cies  in  the  diplomatic  and  consular  service. 
The  mandatory  public  disclosure  of  some  of 
these  activities  would  be  inimical  to  the 
success  of  U.S.  foreign  policy,  and  I  shall 


therefore  interpret  this  provision  consistent 
with  my  constitutional  authority  to  protect 
such  information. 

Title  V,  Chemical  and  Biological  Weapons 
(CBW),  raises  concerns  with  respect  to  both 
the  President’s  control  over  negotiations 
with  foreign  governments  and  the  possible 
disclosure  of  sensitive  information.  Title  V’s 
provisions  establish  sanctions  against  foreign 
companies  and  countries  involved  in  the 
spread  or  use  of  chemical  and  biological 
weapons.  Title  V  demonstrates  that  the 
Congress  endorses  my  goal  of  stemming 
dangerous  CBW  proliferation.  In  signing 
this  Act,  it  is  my  understanding,  as  reflected 
in  the  legislative  history,  that  title  V  gives 
me  the  flexibility  to  protect  intelligence 
sources  and  methods  essential  to  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  intelligence  about  CBW  prolifera¬ 
tion.  In  part,  such  flexibility  is  available  be¬ 
cause  title  V  does  not  dictate  the  timing  of 
determinations  that  would  lead  to  sanctions 
against  foreign  persons. 

In  connection  with  another  arms  control 
provision,  section  323,  I  am  signing  this  Act 
on  the  understanding  that  the  sanctions 
that  must  be  imposed  as  a  result  of  this  new 
section  apply  only  to  exports  to  foreign  per¬ 
sons  of  items  controlled  pursuant  to  the 
Arms  Export  Control  Act,  and  not  to  ex¬ 
ports  to  foreign  persons  of  items  controlled 
by  any  other  law. 

Section  198  deals  with  the  publication  of 
the  “Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States 
historical  series”  and  the  declassification  of 
Department  of  State  documents.  This  sec¬ 
tion  also  must  be  interpreted  in  conformity 
with  my  constitutional  responsibility  and 
authority  to  protect  the  national  security  of 
the  United  States  by  preventing  the  disclo¬ 
sure  of  state  secrets  and  to  protect  delibera¬ 
tive  communications  within  the  executive 
branch.  To  the  extent  that  section  198  ad¬ 
dressed  the  standards  for  declassification  of 
national  security  information,  it  will  be  in¬ 
terpreted  to  effect  no  change  in  the  stand¬ 
ards  set  forth  in  the  existing  Executive 
order  on  national  security  information.  Fur¬ 
ther,  section  198  will  be  implemented  in  a 
manner  and  on  a  schedule  that  will  not  risk 
ill-considered  release  of  protected  informa¬ 
tion. 

Other  provisions  that  might  be  construed 
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to  require  disclosure  of  the  content  of  sensi¬ 
tive  diplomatic  communications,  state  se¬ 
crets,  or  intelligence  information  will  also 
be  interpreted  consistent  with  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  responsibility  to  protect  such  infor¬ 
mation.  See,  e.g,  sections  127,  129(c),  133, 
192,  193,  356(b),  404,  506(b),  and  508.  Simi¬ 
larly,  section  235  will  be  interpreted  con¬ 
sistent  with  my  responsibility  to  protect 
privileged  material. 

A  number  of  other  provisions  of  H.R. 
1415  also  pose  serious  constitutional  prob¬ 
lems.  Section  173  would  impose  unconstitu¬ 
tional  restrictions  on  my  appointment 
power  with  respect  to  members  of  the 
Board  of  the  Inter- American  Foundation. 
Section  175(b),  by  requiring  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  submit  “legislative  recommenda¬ 
tions”  to  the  Congress,  would  infringe  on 
the  Executive’s  constitutional  prerogative  to 
submit  “such  measures  as  [the  President] 
shall  deem  necessary  and  expedient.”  U.S. 
Const.,  Art.  II,  section  3.  By  directing  the 
opening  or  restricting  the  closing  of  consul¬ 
ar,  diplomatic,  and  United  States  Informa¬ 
tion  Agency  offices,  sections  112,  206,  216, 
and  223  would  constrain  the  exercise  of  my 
constitutional  authority  to  conduct  foreign 
relations  and,  in  particular,  to  direct  ambas¬ 
sadors  and  other  representatives  of  the 
United  States.  Because  of  these  constitution¬ 
al  difficulties,  I  will  treat  these  provisions  as 
advisory. 

Section  234  mandates  the  creation  of  a 
Kurdish  broadcast  service  at  the  Voice  of 
America  (VO A).  This  Administration  agrees 
that  the  Iraqi  Kurds  need  information  on 
events  in  the  free  world  and  pertaining  to 
their  own  situation,  and  also  agrees  with  the 
statement  in  section  234  that  the  Voice  of 
America  provides  an  effective  means  to  ac¬ 
complish  this.  However,  this  Administration 
believes  that  the  creation  of  VO  A  language 
services  through  legislation  limits  the  ability 
of  the  Agency  to  respond  to  rapidly  chang¬ 
ing  international  situations  in  a  flexible  and 
timely  manner.  For  these  reasons,  this  Ad¬ 
ministration  will  continue  to  oppose  the 


specification  in  legislation  of  languages, 
broadcast  hours,  and  organizational  arrange¬ 
ments. 

H.R.  1415  also  includes  requirements  for 
more  than  60  new  reports  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Congress.  While  I  recognize  the 
value  of  reports  in  assisting  the  Congress  in 
its  legislative  responsibility,  taken  together 
such  reports  put  a  heavy  burden  on  the 
reporting  agencies  at  a  time  of  scarce  re¬ 
sources.  I  hope  that,  in  the  future,  the  Con¬ 
gress  will  balance  its  legitimate  need  for 
information  with  the  time  and  expense  in¬ 
volved  in  preparing  a  report,  and  make  an 
effort  to  minimize  reporting  requirements, 
both  in  terms  of  the  number  and  frequency 
of  reports  that  must  be  submitted,  as  well  as 
the  level  of  detail  required. 

Finally,  I  object  strongly  to  section  122, 
creating  the  position  of  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  for  South  Asian  Affairs.  A  single 
Assistant  Secretary  handling  both  the  Near 
East  and  South  Asia,  as  is  the  case  under 
the  Department’s  current  organization,  is 
best  for  the  conduct  of  foreign  policy  as 
well  as  from  a  management  perspective. 
Having  a  single  bureau  enables  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  to  develop  an  integrated  ap¬ 
proach  to  such  crucial  issues  as  proliferation 
of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  the  Islamic 
revival,  and  the  Afghan  situation — all  of 
which  involve  both  the  countries  of  South 
Asia  as  well  as  those  of  the  Near  East.  From 
a  management  perspective,  this  would  be 
the  smallest  geographic  bureau  in  the  De¬ 
partment,  and  therefore  would  be  ineffi¬ 
cient  and  expensive.  More  generally,  I  will 
continue  to  work  with  the  Congress  to 
obtain  the  organizational  flexibility  needed 
to  conduct  our  foreign  policy  most  effec¬ 
tively. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note :  H.R.  1415,  approved  October  28,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-138. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Departments  of  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  and  Independent  Agencies 
Appropriations  Act,  1992 
October  28,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  2519, 
the  “Departments  of  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  and  In¬ 
dependent  Agencies  Appropriations  Act, 
1992.” 

The  Act  provides  the  funding  necessary 
for  our  space  program,  key  elements  of  the 
Nation’s  research  enterprise,  a  strong  pro¬ 
gram  of  environmental  protection,  impor¬ 
tant  programs  relating  to  the  Nation’s  vet¬ 
erans,  and  various  housing  programs.  While 
many  sections  of  the  Act  provide  funds  for 
priority  activities  requested  by  the  Adminis¬ 
tration,  several  housing  provisions  are 
flawed. 

Although  it  does  not  fully  fund  the  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  request  for  civil  space  activi¬ 
ties,  the  Act  provides  the  funds  necessary  to 
maintain  a  balanced  and  forward-looking 
space  program.  An  increase  of  almost  10 
percent  is  provided  for  space  science  pro¬ 
grams.  Funding  is  provided  to  advance 
work  on  the  engine  for  the  proposed  New 
Launch  System.  In  addition,  Space  Station 
Freedom,  an  essential  step  in  meeting  our 
future  space  objectives,  received  an  in¬ 
crease  of  almost  7  percent,  an  amount  ade¬ 
quate  to  keep  the  project  on  schedule 
during  the  current  fiscal  year. 

The  Act  funds  the  Administration’s  re¬ 
quest  for  a  range  of  environmental  protec¬ 
tion  programs.  The  operating  budget  of  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  which 
includes  funds  for  implementing  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  enforcing  our  environmental  laws, 
and  improving  the  science  base  for  environ¬ 
mental  protection,  will  grow  by  approxi¬ 
mately  11  percent.  I  am  pleased  that  the 
Act  also  funds  my  request  for  special  grants 
to  accelerate  progress  in  meeting  sewage 
treatment  requirements  in  Boston  Harbor, 
New  York  Harbor,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego, 
and  Seattle.  I  would  note  that  the  Congress 
has  again  reduced  my  request  for  funding 
for  Superfund  cleanups.  The  Administration 
is  committed  to  accelerating  progress  in 
cleaning  up  hazardous  waste  sites. 


The  Act  provides  an  11  percent  increase 
for  important  research  and  education  pro¬ 
grams  under  the  National  Science  Founda¬ 
tion  (NSF).  I  believe  that  a  strong  basic  re¬ 
search  program  is  vital  to  America’s  con¬ 
tinuing  ability  to  compete  in  world  markets. 
Although  this  Act  provides  a  higher  propor¬ 
tion  of  requested  research  funds  than  has 
been  the  recent  practice,  the  Act  has  re¬ 
duced  the  requested  16  percent  increase 
for  research  and  related  programs  to  an  11 
percent  increase.  These  core  research  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  NSF  primarily  fund  individual 
investigators,  the  backbone  of  American  sci¬ 
ence  and  the  source  of  most  of  our  new 
discoveries.  I  ask  the  Congress  to  work  with 
me  to  ensure  the  future  strength  of  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  vital  research  and  development  enter- 
prise. 

This  Act  meets  the  needs  of  our  Nation’s 
veterans.  The  Act  provides  $13.6  billion  for 
VA  Medical  Care,  an  increase  of  $1.3  billion 
over  the  FY  1991  enacted  level.  This  in¬ 
crease  will  allow  the  Department  to  pro¬ 
vide  quality  care  to  all  eligible  veterans  and 
will  enhance  access  to  important  services, 
including  those  for  veterans  who  are  AIDS 
sufferers  and  for  veterans  seeking  drug 
abuse  treatment.  The  $581  million  appro¬ 
priation  for  the  administration  of  VA  bene¬ 
fits  provided  in  the  Act  will  enable  the  De¬ 
partment  to  handle  all  benefit  claims,  in¬ 
cluding  those  related  to  Desert  Shield/ 
Desert  Storm.  Therefore,  I  am  not  designat¬ 
ing  an  additional  $14.1  million  for  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  benefits  as  “emergency  re¬ 
quirements”  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Budget  Enforcement  Act. 

I  am  disappointed,  however,  in  several 
provisions  of  the  Act  related  to  housing. 
Language  in  the  final  Act — contained  in 
neither  the  House-  nor  Senate-passed  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  bill — prevents  HUD  from  pro¬ 
mulgating  a  regulation  concerning  the 
Public  Housing  program.  This  extraordinari¬ 
ly  objectionable  provision  cancels  HUD’s  ef- 
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forts  to  make  vitally  necessary  reforms  in 
the  Public  Housing  program.  By  this  action, 
the  Congress  ensures  that  HUD  pays  local 
housing  authorities  to  operate  vacant  public 
housing  units.  This  means  that  there  is  less 
incentive  to  take  needy  people  off  of  wait¬ 
ing  lists.  Further,  this  provision  points  to 
the  problems  that  arise  when  the  Federal 
Government  subsidizes  buildings  rather 
than  people. 

I  am  greatly  concerned  over  the  inad¬ 
equate  funding  levels  for  the  Administra¬ 
tion’s  important  housing  initiatives  that  em¬ 
phasize  tenant  choice,  homeownership  op¬ 
portunities,  and  coordinated  housing-service 
delivery  to  the  homeless.  The  Congress  has 
provided  approximately  40  percent  of  the 
requested  funding  level  for  the  Homeown¬ 
ership  and  Opportunity  for  People  Every¬ 
where  program  (HOPE),  a  program  that 
would  enable  low-income  persons  to  take 
control  of  their  lives  through  homeowner¬ 
ship.  Further,  the  Congress  has  provided  no 
funding  for  the  flexible  rental  housing  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  Shelter  Plus  Care  program, 
the  Administration’s  initiative  for  the  home¬ 
less. 

I  am  disappointed  that  the  Congress  con¬ 
tinues  to  support  housing  programs  that  are 
very  costly  and  that  do  not  offer  choice  to 
poor  families  because  new  buildings,  rather 
than  poor  families,  receive  subsidies.  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  Congress  has  provided  $150  mil¬ 


lion  for  unauthorized,  special  purpose 
projects,  an  action  that  is  inconsistent  with 
the  policy  goals  of  the  Department  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Urban  Development  Reform  Act  of 
1989. 

I  am  disturbed  that  the  Congress  has 
chosen  to  waive  the  non-Federal  matching 
requirement  for  the  HOME  program  for 
1992.  The  graduated  match  required  in  the 
HOME  program  reflected  both  the  spirit  of 
partnership  between  States,  localities,  and 
the  Federal  Government  and  the  strong  in¬ 
centive  toward  rehabilitation  of  substandard 
housing  and  tenant-based  assistance.  The 
waiver  not  only  eliminates  the  incentive  for 
rehabilitation  and  tenant  assistance,  but, 
more  significantly,  it  strips  the  program  of 
the  ability  to  induce  more  investment  in 
low-income  housing. 

The  Congress  had  an  especially  difficult 
task  balancing  the  diverse  and  competing 
priorities  funded  in  this  Act.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  concerns  I  have  expressed,  I  appre¬ 
ciate  their  efforts.  We  will  continue  to  work 
with  the  Congress  to  seek  solutions  to  the 
problems  I  have  noted  and  to  attend  to  the 
priorities  I  have  identified. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2519,  approved  October  28,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-139. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Departments  of  Commerce,  Justice,  and 
State,  the  Judiciary,  and  Related  Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992 
October  28,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  2608, 
the  “Departments  of  Commerce,  Justice, 
and  State,  the  Judiciary,  and  Related  Agen¬ 
cies  Appropriations  Act,  1992.” 

While  providing  less  than  I  had  request¬ 
ed,  this  Act  includes  funding  for  important 
programs  at  the  Department  of  Justice  that 
make  major  contributions  to  the  fight 
against  crime  and  illegal  drug  use  in  our 
society.  In  addition,  funding  provided  for 
weather  satellites  should  avoid  any  possible 


future  gap  in  coverage  and  protect  our 
public  safety.  Finally,  the  Act  provides 
needed  funds  for  programs  to  conduct  the 
Nation’s  foreign  affairs  and  public  diploma¬ 
cy  programs.  Especially  important  is  the 
funding  for  our  contributions  to  the  United 
Nations,  other  international  organizations, 
and  peacekeeping  activities. 

Section  503  of  the  Act  prohibits  the  use 
of  funds  to  issue  Israel-only  passports  and 
more  than  one  official  or  diplomatic  pass- 
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port  to  Government  employees  in  certain 
circumstances.  This  prohibition  applies  to  is¬ 
suing  passports  for  the  purpose  of  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  policy  of  some  Arab  League 
nations  of  denying  entry  to  persons  whose 
passports  reflect  that  they  have  previously 
visited  Israel.  I  am  sympathetic  to  the  goals 
of  this  provision  and  have  made  this  issue 
part  of  the  Administration’s  discussions  with 
the  countries  that  engage  in  such  practices. 

The  Constitution,  however,  vests  exclu¬ 
sive  authority  in  the  President  to  control 
the  timing  and  substance  of  negotiations 
with  foreign  governments  and  to  choose  the 
officials  who  will  negotiate  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States.  A  purported  blanket  prohibi¬ 
tion  on  the  use  of  funds  to  issue  more  than 
one  official  or  diplomatic  passport  to  U.S. 
Government  officials  could  interfere  with 
the  President’s  ability  to  conduct  diplomacy 
by  denying  U.S.  diplomats  the  documenta¬ 


tion  necessary  for  them  to  travel  to  all 
countries  in  the  Middle  East  and  could 
upset  delicate  and  complex  negotiations.  I 
therefore  am  directing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  ensure  that  this  provision  does  not 
interfere  with  my  constitutional  preroga¬ 
tives  and  responsibilities. 

As  with  the  Acts  of  the  last  2  years,  I 
interpret  the  provisions  related  to  the  Legal 
Services  Corporation  as  not  restricting  the 
authority  of  future  recess  appointees  to  ex¬ 
ercise  all  powers  conferred  upon  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2608 ,  approved  October  28,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No  102-140. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  Condemning  Terrorism  on 
the  West  Bank 
October  28,  1991 


We  condemn  the  senseless  act  of  violence 
conducted  on  the  West  Bank  today.  We 
have  previously  warned  that  extremist 
groups  might  try  to  use  violence  to  disrupt 
the  forthcoming  Middle  East  peace  confer¬ 
ence.  They  cannot  be  allowed  to  succeed  in 


sabotaging  the  peace  process.  We  call  upon 
all  parties  to  condemn  this  act  and  reject 
violence,  especially  at  this  critical  time.  We 
offer  our  sympathies  to  the  victims  of  this 
terrorist  act. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General 
Government  Appropriations  Act,  1992 
October  28,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  2622, 
the  “Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General 
Government  Appropriations  Act,  1992.” 

I  am  pleased  that  this  Act  provides  signif¬ 
icant  funding  increases  for  major  Adminis¬ 
tration  priorities,  including  modernization 
of  tax  processing  systems  in  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  drug  interdiction  activi¬ 
ties  in  the  United  States  Customs  Service, 
and  drug  rehabilitation  and  treatment  pro¬ 


grams  financed  through  the  Office  of  Na¬ 
tional  Drug  Control  Policy. 

I  commend  the  Congress  for  lowering 
postal  rate  subsidies  for  certain  third-class 
mailers  who  use  nonstandard  envelopes  that 
cost  more  to  process  and  deliver.  I  look 
forward  to  working  with  the  Congress  to 
continue  our  joint  efforts  to  reform  this  pro¬ 
gram. 
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A  number  of  provisions  in  the  Act  condi¬ 
tion  the  President’s  authority,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  affected  executive  branch  offi¬ 
cials,  to  use  funds  otherwise  appropriated 
by  this  Act  on  the  approval  of  various  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
the  Senate.  These  provisions  constitute  leg¬ 
islative  vetoes  similar  to  those  declared  un¬ 
constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  INS 
v.  Chadha.  Accordingly,  I  will  treat  them  as 
having  no  legal  force  or  effect  in  this  or  any 
other  legislation  in  which  they  appear. 

In  addition,  title  I  of  the  Act  contains 
several  provisions  that  limit  the  ability  of 
the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  to 
perform  certain  review  functions  (e.g.,  the 
prohibition  on  using  funds  for  review  of  ag¬ 


ricultural  marketing  orders).  These  provi¬ 
sions  raise  constitutional  concerns  because 
they  impair  the  President’s  ability  to  super¬ 
vise  the  executive  branch. 

Balancing  the  competing  priorities  of 
Government  programs  is  a  difficult  task.  I 
appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  Congress  in 
developing  this  Act.  We  will  continue  to 
work  with  the  Congress  to  seek  solutions  to 
those  concerns  I  have  noted. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2622,  approved  October  28,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-141. 


Nomination  of  William  Edwin  Ryerson  To  Be  United  States 
Ambassador  to  the  Republic  of  Albania 
October  28,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  William  Edwin  Ryerson,  of 
Virginia,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior 
Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Counselor,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the 
Republic  of  Albania.  This  ambassadorial  ap¬ 
pointment  follows  the  resumption  of  U.S. 
relations  with  Albania  on  March  15,  1991. 

Most  recently  Mr.  Ryerson  served  as  chief 
of  the  United  States  delegation  in  Tirana, 
Albania.  Previous  assignments  included:  As¬ 
sociate  Director,  Visa  Services  Directorate, 
Bureau  of  Consular  Affairs  at  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  State,  1990-1991;  consul  gener¬ 
al  at  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Belgrade,  1986- 


1990;  Serbo-Croatian  language  training  at 
the  Foreign  Service  Institute,  1985-1986; 
chief  of  consular  section  at  the  U.S.  Embas¬ 
sy  in  Bonn,  1981-1985;  Office  Director, 
Office  of  Public  and  Diplomatic  Liaison, 
Visa  Services  Directorate,  Bureau  of  Con¬ 
sular  Affairs  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
State,  1980-1981;  and  Berlin  desk  officer, 
Office  of  Central  European  Affairs  at  the 
U.S.  Department  of  State,  1978-1980. 

Mr.  Ryerson  graduated  from  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  (B.A.,  1960).  He  was  born  December 
10,  1936,  in  Pompton  Lakes,  NJ.  He  is  mar¬ 
ried,  has  four  children,  and  resides  in  Ar¬ 
lington,  VA. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Department  of  Transportation  and 


Related  Agencies  Appropriations 
October  28,  1991 

Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  2942, 
the  “Department  of  Transportation  and  Re¬ 
lated  Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992.” 
This  Act  includes  funding  to  maintain  and 


Act,  1992 


improve  our  transportation  systems.  The 
Act  also  contains  strong  provisions  pertain¬ 
ing  to  testing  for  drug  abuse  and  alcohol 
misuse  in  the  transportation  sector.  These 
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provisions,  which  had  our  full  support,  send 
a  strong  signal  to  those  who  travel  on  mass 
transit  and  other  systems:  We  are  commit¬ 
ted  to  ensuring  that  America’s  transporta¬ 
tion  systems  are  safe. 

In  one  respect,  however,  this  appropria¬ 
tions  measure  lacks  meaning.  The  Congress 
still  has  not  presented  me  with  a  surface 
transportation  reauthorization  bill.  This  ap¬ 
propriations  Act  appears  to  suggest  that 
States  have  $16.8  billion  in  grant  assistance 
to  award  new  highway  construction  con¬ 
tracts  this  fiscal  year.  In  reality,  until  the 
reauthorization  bill  passes,  the  States  have 
only  $5.8  billion  to  award  from  funds  left 
over  from  last  year.  New  funds  are  unavail¬ 
able  because  the  Congress  has  failed  to 
enact  the  reauthorization  bill  in  a  timely 


manner. 

The  Administration  proposed  a  highway 
bill  on  February  13  of  this  year.  On  March 
6,  I  challenged  the  Congress  to  present  me 
with  a  bill  I  could  sign  in  100  days.  The 
delay  in  enactment  of  the  highway  bill  dis¬ 
rupts  the  construction  industry,  costs  jobs, 
and  slows  down  needed  improvements  to 
our  transportation  systems.  We  need  to  put 
people  back  to  work.  I  urge  the  Congress  to 
develop  expeditiously  a  bill  I  can  sign. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2942 ,  approved  October  28,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-143. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Continuing  Appropriations  Bill 
October  28,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.J.  Res. 
360,  making  further  continuing  appropria¬ 
tions  for  fiscal  year  1992. 

Providing  for  the  operation  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  through  Continuing  Resolutions  is 
an  undesirable  practice.  However,  a  Second 
Continuing  Resolution  for  FY  1992  is  neces¬ 
sary  at  this  time  in  order  to  keep  certain 
activities  of  the  Government  functioning 
while  the  Congress  completes  the  appro¬ 
priations  process. 

I  commend  the  Congress  for  presenting 
me  with  a  simple,  straightforward  extension 
of  funding  that  is  not  burdened  with  unre¬ 


lated  provisions.  I  also  urge  the  Congress  to 
complete  the  ordinary  appropriations  proc¬ 
ess  by  November  14,  which  is  the  date  this 
Resolution  expires  except  for  activities  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  Foreign  Operations  appropria¬ 
tions  bill. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note:  H.J.  Res.  360,  approved  October  28, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-145. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  an  Executive  Order 
Prohibiting  Certain  Transactions  With  Haiti 
October  28,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Pursuant  to  section  204(b)  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Emergency  Economic  Powers  Act,  50 
U.S.C.  section  1703(b),  and  section  301  of 
the  National  Emergencies  Act,  50  U.S.C. 
section  1631,  I  hereby  report  that  I  have 


again  exercised  my  statutory  authority  to 
issue  an  Executive  order  with  respect  to 
Haiti  that: 

(a)  Continues  to  block  all  property  includ¬ 
ing  bank  deposits  of  the  Government  of 
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Haiti  in  the  United  States  or  in  the  control 
of  U.S.  persons  including  their  overseas 
branches; 

(b)  Continues  to  prohibit  any  payment  to 
the  de  facto  regime  in  Haiti  by  U.S.  persons 
or  by  any  person  organized  under  the  laws 
of  Haiti  and  owned  or  controlled  by  a  U.S. 
person,  and  to  require  that  payments  owed 
to  the  Government  of  Haiti  be  paid  when 
due  into  an  account  in  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  New  York,  unless  otherwise  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  Treasury,  to  be  held  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Haitian  people;  and 

(c)  Prohibits,  effective  11:59  p.m.  e.s.t., 
Tuesday,  November  5,  1991,  trade  between 
Haiti  and  the  United  States,  with  an  excep¬ 
tion  for  trade  in  informational  materials. 
The  order  further  excepts  exportation  to 
Haiti  of  (i)  donations  intended  to  relieve 
human  suffering;  and  (ii)  rice,  beans,  sugar, 
wheat  flour,  and  cooking  oil.  An  import  ex¬ 
ception  is  also  created  for  goods  containing 
parts  or  materials  exported  from  the  United 
States  through  Tuesday,  November  5,  1991, 
assembled  or  processed  in  Haiti,  and  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  States  before  mid¬ 
night  on  December  5,  1991. 


Items  (a)  and  (b)  reaffirm  the  action  I 
took  in  issuing  Executive  Order  No.  12775 
on  October  4,  1991,  and  continue  to  be 
warranted  by  the  circumstances  described 
in  my  report  to  the  Congress  of  October  4, 
1991,  regarding  that  Executive  order.  Item 
(c)  is  a  new  action  taken  in  view  of  the 
continuing  crisis  in  Haiti  and  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Meeting  of  Foreign  Ministers  of 
the  Organization  of  America  States  adopted 
on  October  8,  1991,  which  inter  alia  urges 
member  States  to  impose  a  trade  embargo 
on  Haiti. 

I  have  instructed  that  this  order  be  im¬ 
plemented  with  due  regard  to  humanitarian 
needs  of  the  Haitian  people. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Executive 
order. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  28,  1991. 

Note:  This  message  was  released  by  the 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  October  29. 
The  Executive  order  is  listed  in  Appendix  E 
at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  President  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  Madrid,  Spain 
October  29,  1991 


President  Bush.  Well,  just  very  briefly,  I 
want  to  thank  President  Gorbachev.  We’ve 
had  yet  another  very  constructive  meeting. 
We’re  here,  of  course,  for  this  international 
conference  on  the  Middle  East,  and  I  can 
express  my  gratitude  to  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  for  the  very  constructive  role  that  the 
Soviet  Union  has  played  in  the  actions  lead¬ 
ing  up  to  this  conference.  We’re  grateful  to 
him  for  that. 

We  also  discussed  some  of  the  matters  of 
mutual  interests  involving  the  situation 
inside  the  Soviet  Union,  the  dynamic 
change  there,  the  commitment  to  reform 
that  is  still  very  strong.  And  all  in  all,  as  far 
as  I’m  concerned,  it  was  yet  one  more  very 
good  meeting  with  the  President. 

President  Gorbachev.  I  join  what  Mr. 


President  just  said  and  wanted  only  to  say  a 
couple  of  words  for  myself.  We  agreed  on 
holding  this  meeting  since  it  was  a  very 
convenient  opportunity  in  order  to  coordi¬ 
nate  our  watches,  synchronize  our  watches, 
to  talk  a  little  about  what  is  of  mutual  inter¬ 
est  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  to  the  United 
States. 

Yes,  it’s  true  that  we  began  by — we 
talked  about  all  the  many  years  of  effort 
that  we  made.  Especially  our  joint  efforts  in 
the  very  recent  past,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  has  brought  us 
to  the  point  now  where,  today,  tomorrow, 
this  long-awaited  forum,  this  long-awaited 
conference  is  opening.  And  let’s  hope  that 
given  everything  that  we  might  encounter 
along  the  way  during  these  negotiations 
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within  the  confines  of  this  conference,  let’s 
hope  that  it  all  turns  out  for  the  best  and 
positively. 

In  any  case,  President  Bush  and  I  have 
agreed  that  having  opened  this  conference 
and  having  left  Madrid,  we  not  at  all  expect 
to  be  somewhere  on  the  side.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  we’re  going  to  facilitate  as  much  as 
possible,  use  all  the  remedies  that  we  have 
at  our  disposal.  I  think  that  all  the  partici¬ 
pants  of  the  conference  and  we,  too, 
wanted  to — both  today  and  tomorrow  we’ll 
talk  about  it  some  more,  maybe  to  appeal  to 
everybody  that  they  act  responsibly  with 
great  understanding  that  what  is  beginning 
within  the  framework  of  this  Madrid  con¬ 
ference — how  meaningful  it  is,  and  that  ev¬ 
erybody  be  very  constructive  as  much  as 
possible. 

Further,  we  said  a  lot  and  talked  a  lot 
about — since  I  had  the  intention  to  pose 
before  President  Bush  several  questions, 
several  issues  vis-a-vis  what’s  happening  in¬ 
ternally  in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  also  be¬ 
cause  he  and  Mr.  Secretary  of  State  also  had 
a  whole  series  of  questions  in  order  to  ask, 
for  the  benefit  of  their  own  understanding, 
to  try  to  find  out  where  we  now  are  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  to  get  a  better  grasp  of 
what  kind  of  issues  and  problems  we’re 
trying  to  solve. 

This  took  quite  a  large  percentage  of  our 
time,  probably  the  majority  of  our  meeting. 
I’m  very  satisfied  by  the  position  which  was 
held,  by  the  position  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  hope  that — have  all  the 
basis  to  believe  and  feel  that  this  is  yet 
another  step  in  strengthening  the  mutual 
understanding  and  cooperation  between 
our  two  countries,  right  at  the  stage  of  all 
the  great  and  momentous  changes  that  are 
taking  place. 

And  finally,  we  had  an  exchange  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  views  as  to  what  each  of  the 
sides  is  doing  in  the  context  of  disarmament 
and  all  the  initiatives  that  have  been  under¬ 
taken. 

The  President  and  I  gave  a  very  high 
mark  to  the  way  we  are  solving  a  lot  of 
these  very  burning  issues  which  for  many 
years  have  plagued  us.  But  now  basing  our¬ 
selves  on  all  the  experiences  that  have  hap¬ 
pened  over  the  last  few  years,  especially 
how  well  we’re  getting  along  now  with  our 


two  countries,  between  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  United  States,  also  among  the 
members  of  the  two  governments  of  the 
two  countries,  that  we’re  finding  very  good 
solutions. 

In  any  event,  we  wanted  to  have  a  very 
short  meeting  to  chat  and  maybe  not  over¬ 
load  ourselves  too  much  because  the  subject 
of  this  meeting,  in  fact,  is  the  opening  of 
the  conference.  But  in  fact,  we  had  a  very 
substantive  discussion.  I  think  it  will  be  very 
useful  for  both  parties,  for  both  sides.  Thank 
you. 

Nuclear  Arms  Reduction 

Q.  This  is  a  question  to  President  Bush 
and  President  Gorbachev.  You  are  now 
talking  about  disarmament  or  arms  control. 
How  much  of  the  two  schedules  of  both  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States,  sched¬ 
ules  of  disarmament  and  arms  control,  how 
much  are  they  similar,  the  two  schedules  of 
the  two  countries? 

President  Bush.  We  made  some  sweeping 
proposals  a  while  back.  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  immediately  responded  positively  to 
our  proposals.  Then  he  came  forward  with 
some  additional  proposals.  And  I  would  say 
after  analyzing  his,  and  his  analyzing  our 
proposals,  that  our  schedules  are  very  close 
to  in  line.  And  what  we’ve  agreed  to  do 
today  is  to  talk  further  on  the  practical 
steps  involved. 

We  had  good  discussions  on  the  whole 
question  of  nuclear  arms  reduction  and  nu¬ 
clear  safety,  but  I  can  assert  from  the  U.S. 
side  that  our  schedules,  as  you  refer  to 
them,  talk  to  them,  are  very  close.  And  now 
what  we’ve  got  to  do  is  iron  out  more 
detail,  have  more  discussion.  And  we’ve 
agreed  to  send  our  top  people,  including 
Mr.  Bartholomew,  to  discuss  with  the  Soviet 
side  what  additional  steps  we  can  agree  on, 
additional  to  those  that  have  already  been 
agreed.  I  think  we  both  want  to  go  forward 
with  CFE  and  START  ratification  very 
promptly. 

President  Gorbachev .  I  would  have  to 
merely  confirm  what  President  Bush  said. 
There’s  no  reason  to  worry  or  have  any 
concern  from  either  one  of  the  other  side. 
In  view  of  the  thing  that  people  say,  “Well, 
maybe  this  was  found  or  that  was  found,” 
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certain  initiatives,  some  people  have  con¬ 
cerns  on  schedule.  No,  there’s  nothing  to 
worry  about,  I  think.  That’s  very  important 
to  say.  And  this  is  also  a  sign  of  responsibil¬ 
ity  and  determination. 

Secondly,  I  want  to  confirm  what  was 
said.  We  did,  in  fact,  agree  how  this  mecha¬ 
nism  will  work,  the  mechanism  which  will 
give  us  or  provide  the  opportunity  for  us  to 
continue  discussing  these  issues,  to  keep 
each  other  informed,  and  to  clarify  issues 
for  each  other  as  they  arrive. 

In  addition,  we’ve  also  agreed  that  there 
be  created  two  groups  which  will  discuss 
issues  having  to  do  with  strategic  stability. 
Included  among  that  is  strategic  stability  for 
the  future.  I  think  well  also  be  handling 
these  kinds  of  issues  and  looking  far  into  the 
future. 

Aid  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Q .  Mr.  President,  did  you  tell  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev  that  you  would  provide  any  additional 
aid  to  the  Soviet  Union?  And  further,  do 
you  think  the  Western  nations  should  with¬ 
hold  aid  from  breakaway  Republics,  such  as 
the  Ukraine,  who  refuse  to  cooperate  on 
military  and  economic  matters? 

President  Bush.  On  the  latter  point,  we 
discussed  a  lot  that  relates  to  the  Republics, 
but  we  still  are  very  respectful  of  the 
changes  that  are  taking  place.  I  asked  for 
certain  clarification  from  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  on  this. 

What  was  your  point  on  the  Ukraine? 

Q.  I  was  wondering  whether  or  not  the 
Ukraine,  which  says  that  it  won’t  cooperate 
on  the  economic  union,  and  it’s  also  insist¬ 
ing  on  joint  control  with  Moscow  of  nuclear 
missiles — if  you  think  that  Western  coun¬ 
tries  should  provide  aid  to - 

President  Bush.  I  think  that  what  we 
ought  to  do,  and  we  did  have  a  long  discus¬ 
sion  with  President  Gorbachev,  is  figure  out 
the  best  package  that  we  can  do  that  will 
come  as  close  to  meeting  his  requirements 
as  possible  for  economic  aid.  And  clearly, 
some  will  go  to  the  Republics.  So,  that  all 
requires  negotiation.  There  is  no  agreement 
on  specific  amounts  or  anything  of  that 
nature,  but  we  did  have  a  strong — we  had  a 
good  discussion  of  the  requirements. 

And  again,  I  think  the  American  people, 
when  it  comes  to  food  aid  and  medicines, 


clearly  want  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  secondly,  we  are  very  interest¬ 
ed  in  trying  to  do  our  part  to  see  the  re¬ 
forms  continue.  And  so  we  had  a  wide  dis¬ 
cussion  about  that.  But  no  specifics  have 
been  agreed  on.  We  will  go  back  and  talk  to 
our  representative  that  attended  the  G- 7; 
David  Mulford  attended  the  G-7  finance 
meetings  in  Moscow.  And  then  we’ll  have 
more  negotiation  and  discussion  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  on  that. 

Q.  But  it’s  not  a  barrier  if  the  Ukraine 
refuses  to  cooperate  on  the  economic  and 
military  matters? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  think  it’s  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev’s  feeling  that  they  will  co¬ 
operate  on  economic  matters,  but  I  defer  to 
him  on  that. 

President  Gorbachev.  I’m  used  to  answer¬ 
ing  tough  questions,  so  I  agree.  I  agree  to 
answer  this  part  of  your  question  as  well. 
Yes,  we  for  a  long  time  now,  President  Bush 
and  I,  have  been  discussing  the  cooperation 
at  this  very,  very  difficult  phase  of  our 
reform  process  where  the  Soviet  Union  now 
finds  itself.  And  I  must  say  that,  inevitably, 
given  the  very  substantive  nature  and  the 
principal  nature  and  sometimes  even  sharp¬ 
ness  of  our  discussions,  nonetheless,  we  and 
the  President,  and  the  administration,  we 
know  that  the  President  and  the  adminis¬ 
tration  in  Washington  has  shown  great  un¬ 
derstanding  and  cooperation  towards  our 
plight. 

We  today,  as  well,  discussed  this  within 
the  context  of  saying  that  today  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  today  people  from  the  G-7, 
the  deputy  finance  ministers  of  the  G-7,  are 
meeting  there  to  discuss  this  issue  in  par¬ 
ticular.  The  very  specific  answer  is  that  the 
result  of  the  meeting — there  have  partici¬ 
pated  12  Soviet  Republics,  and  every  one  of 
them  signed  a  memorandum  by  which  they 
confirm  the  unified  responsibility  that  they 
bear  for  paying  the  debts  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  They  have  empowered,  all  the  12 
Republics  have  empowered  their  represent¬ 
atives  to  delegate  their  powers  over  to  Vne- 
shekonom  Bank  and  have  it  be  the  central 
juridical  face,  also  to  decide  who  bears  what 
responsibility  in  the  Republics,  who  to  have 
dealings  with,  who’s  going  to  have  the  au¬ 
thority. 
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So,  I  think  that  when  you  look  at  it  at  first 
glance,  it  might  be  a  technical  issue,  but  in 
very  fact  it  points  out  that  if  you  have  soli¬ 
darity  among  all  the  Republics  today  on 
this,  let’s  hope  that  in  the  future  that  is 
continued.  So,  let’s  say  now  today  that  all 
12  have  signed. 

Now,  how  about  the  Ukraine?  Two  days 
ago,  I  think  it  was  Friday  morning,  I  spoke 
with  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Ukraine,  Mr. 
Volkin,  who  said  to  me  in  this  talk,  he  told 
me  that  the  Ukraine,  after  the  decision  by 
the  Supreme  Soviet,  when  he  put  forth  his 
own  program,  among  a  whole  series  of 
other  things  that  was  said  in  that  program, 
one  of  those  issues  was  to  enter  the  circle  of 
Republics  and  sign  the  economic  treaty. 
Their  Supreme  Soviet  voted,  I  think  it  was 
283  or  284  in  favor  of  the  position  of  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Ukraine  and  only  39 
against.  This  gave  him  the  opportunity,  now 
based  upon  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Soviet,  to  tell  us  and  report  to  us  that  in 
fact  he  will  sign.  Maybe  he’s  already  signed 
it  since  I  left  Moscow,  but  in  these  last  sev¬ 
eral  days  he  will  have  signed  this.  So,  I  hope 
this  takes  care  of  your  concern. 

And  finally,  returning  to  today’s  conversa¬ 
tion,  I  told  President  Bush  I  felt  it  necessary 
to  report  to  him  the  most  important 
thought,  that  now  we  have  come  up 
through  this  stage  and  now  are  actually  be¬ 
ginning  to  make  realistic,  concrete  steps 
toward  the  marketplace,  stabilizing  fi¬ 
nances,  taking  steps  to  liberalize  prices, 
taking  steps  aimed  at  quickening,  speeding 
up  the  process  of  regularizing  the  financial 
order  in  the  country.  To  really  take  a  hard 
look  and  get  our  hands  around  the  debts.  In 
other  words,  that  very  specific  process  that 
has  to  move  us  to  the  marketplace,  that  is 
now  beginning. 

And  in  fact,  all  of  our  society  is  now  faced 
with  a  rather  complex  set  of  decisions.  This 
precise  moment  when  we  are  especially 
sensitive  to  what  we  are  doing  in  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  we  feel  sensitively  what  the  atti¬ 
tude  is  of  all  of  our  partners  abroad.  We 
have  to  take  a  look  at  what’s  been  going  on. 
Fve  reported  to  all  the  people — I  just  told 
the  President  what  all  the  G-7  partners 
were  talking  about  in  Moscow,  and  we  will 
get  back  once  again  to  this  issue  and  help 
them  find  a  specific  solution.  Thank  you. 


Leadership  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  Since  your  departure  from  Moscow, 
who  is  taking  your  place  in  Moscow?  Who  is 
fulfilling  your  duties? 

President  Gorbachev.  Okay,  I’ll  try  to 
answer  quickly  because  I  know  that  nobody 
is.  I’m  still  the  President.  Nobody  is  taking 
my  place.  Everybody  else  is  doing  what 
they’re  supposed  to  be  doing  and  carrying 
out  their  functions.  Whether  I  am  more 
calm  and  confident  now  than  I  was  before, 
I  didn’t  lose  my  balance  then,  and  I  haven’t 
lost  it  now.  I’m  fully  confident  that  what 
we’re  doing  is  ultimately  necessary,  and  I 
will  do  everything  that’s  in  my  power  to  do 
everything  necessary.  Nobody  is  going  to 
take  me  out  of  the  action.  The  choice  has 
been  made. 

President  Bush.  Let  me  respond  to  this, 
what  I  understand  was  the  second  part  of 
the  question.  I  have  had  a  history  of  very 
satisfactory  negotiations  with  President  Gor¬ 
bachev.  You’re  correct  in  that.  Secondly, 
when  the  coup  attempt  took  place,  we 
stood  up  against  that.  And  thirdly,  I  sense 
no  difference  in  how  we  talk  and  the  frank¬ 
ness  with  which  we  exchange  views,  no  dif¬ 
ference,  certainly  from  my  standpoint,  in 
the  respect  level  for  President  Gorbachev. 
We  in  the  United  States  watch  with  fascina¬ 
tion  and  keen  interest  the  developments 
inside  the  Soviet  Union,  the  dramatic  move¬ 
ments  towards  the  reforms  that  he,  himself, 
committed  himself  to  years  ago. 

So,  it  is  not  for  me  to  fine-tune  every 
detail  of  change  inside  the  Soviet  Union.  It 
is  for  me  to  continue  to  negotiate  with 
President  Gorbachev,  with  his  total  under¬ 
standing,  I’m  sure.  We’ve  had  many  con¬ 
tacts  with  the  Republics  as  well.  And  so,  we 
will  deal  with  what’s  there.  And  I’m  very 
happy  to  see  my  friend  again  and  to  have 
had  very  fruitful  discussions  that  have  not 
in  any  way  been  altered  by  the  tragic  coup 
attempt  last  summer. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  both  of  you,  in  terms  of 
the  Madrid  conference,  can  there  be  a  last¬ 
ing,  a  just  settlement  in  the  Middle  East 
unless  there  is  a  tradeoff  of  conquered  land 
for  peace?  And  also,  with  your  hands-off 
policy,  aren’t  you  really — you’ve  brought 
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them  to  the  table.  Does  it  mean  “you  guys 
fight  it  out”  and  there  will  be  no  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  sponsors? 

President  Bush  Did  you  have  an  order  in 
which  you’d  like  that  replied  to? 

Q.  No,  you  can  answer  it  any  way  you 
like. 

President  Bush.  Thank  you,  Helen  [Helen 
Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

Do  you  want  to  go  first? 

Look,  the  invitation  went  out.  In  the  invi¬ 
tation  it  talked  about  Resolution  242  and 
338.  The  American  position  is  well-known. 
The  Soviet  position  is  well-known.  But  what 
is  important  here  is  getting  the  parties  to¬ 
gether.  And  one  way  you  don’t  do  that  is 
for  either  the  Soviet  Union  or  the  United 
States  to  try  to  impose  a  settlement.  So,  let 
them  sort  it  out.  We’re  available.  We’re 
there,  the  Soviet  side,  the  U.S.  side.  Secre¬ 
tary  Baker  will  remain  on  our  side  after  I 
leave  tomorrow. 

But  we’re  not  here  to  impose  a  settle¬ 
ment.  We  are  here  to  be  a  catalyst.  I  think 
the  worst  thing  we  could  do  is  reiterate  our 
own  positions  to  such  a  degree  that  one  side 
or  the  other  became  disenchanted  before 
they  even  talk  to  each  other.  This  is  historic 
because  people  are  sitting  down  to  talk  to 
each  other  for  the  first  time.  So,  at  least 
from  the  U.S.  side,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
try  to  impose  a  settlement  or  to  go  back  to 
years  of  differences  and  reiterate  strongly 
held  convictions. 

On  the  U.S.  side,  what  we’re  interested  in 
is  getting  Israel  and  its  neighbors  to  sit 
down  and  talk,  talk  in  a  multilateral  facet 
and  then  go  forward  bilaterally. 

Q.  But  you  didn’t  answer  my  question. 

President  Bush.  What  was  it?  I  thought  I 
gave  a  good  answer  to  it.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Can  there  be  peace  if  there  is  not  a 
tradeoff? 

President  Bush.  I  told  you,  let  the  parties 
work  all  this  out,  Helen.  Who  is  it  for  you 
and  me  to  sit  here  in  this  lovely  Soviet  Em¬ 
bassy  to  try  to  say  what  the  requirements 
are  going  to  be?  I  told  you  what  the  invita¬ 
tion  said,  based  on  242  and  338.  Everybody 
knows  what  that  means.  So,  there’s  no  point 
in  me  going  beyond  that.  Please  don’t  try 
me  again  today,  as  you  did  yesterday. 
[Laughter] 

You  know  Helen? 


President  Gorbachev.  Yes.  I’ve  got  to  say 
that  President  Bush  really  vocalized  what 
our  approach  is,  what  we  decided  to  follow 
and  to  keep  to.  So,  I  think  that  this  is  the 
proper  way,  the  proper  approach.  Respect 
also  to  the  participants  of  the  negotiating 
process.  This  is  very  tough  for  them,  very 
difficult  meetings  where  they’re  going  to 
have  to  maybe  do  quite  a  bit  of  work,  all  of 
them,  so  that  they  all  come  out  to  a  final, 
positive  conclusion. 

Of  course,  it  doesn’t  mean,  like  I  said 
before  and  I  want  to  reiterate  again,  this 
does  not  mean  that  we  are  simply  going  to 
stand  on  the  side  and  that  it  doesn’t  really 
make  any  difference  to  us  what  happens. 
No,  that’s  not  at  all.  Our  role  of  playing  our 
good  offices,  using  our  good  offices,  we  will 
perform.  But  everything  else,  what  is  decid¬ 
ed  upon,  what  is  agreed  to,  must  use  what 
we  have  today,  all  of  us,  at  our  disposal. 

We  need  a  new  climate  of  international 
relations.  A  new  situation  has  to  be  devel¬ 
oped,  new  relations  among  leading  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  world,  first  of  all  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States.  And  then  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  also,  reestablishment  of  dip¬ 
lomatic  relations  with  Israel.  Use  everything 
that  we  have  to  find  the  keys,  to  find  all  the 
right  chords,  to  get  rid  of  all  those  old,  out¬ 
dated  issues  and  problems.  Find  a  solution 
which  would  satisfy  the  interests  of  every¬ 
body.  Without  a  balance,  without  taking 
into  account  everybody’s  needs,  we  will  not 
succeed. 

Therefore,  President  Bush  has  just  in¬ 
formed  you  about  the  process  that  we  have 
agreed  to  and  the  kinds  of  approaches  we 
will  be  dedicated  to.  Thank  you. 

Q.  Given  Syria’s  position  regarding  the 
regional  negotiations  and,  of  course,  its  re¬ 
fusal  so  far  to  enter  this  negotiations,  is  it 
your  position,  sir,  that  the  parties  to  the 
regional  negotiations  should  go  on  and  con¬ 
clude  agreements  regardless  and  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  element  of  withdrawal  that  is 
apparently  most  important  to  the  Syrian  po¬ 
sition?  And  secondly,  should  settlements 
and  negotiations  for  peace  go  on  hand-in- 
hand,  independently? 

President  Bush.  These  are  both  very  im¬ 
portant  questions  and  they’re  very  substan¬ 
tive  questions,  but  once  again  I  think  it 


1356 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Oct  29 


would  be  counterproductive  for  me — let 
President  Gorbachev  decide  on  his  own — 
but  it  would  be  counterproductive  for  me 
to  give  definitive  answers  to  how  I  feel 
those  two  important  questions  should  be  re¬ 
solved.  The  U.S.  has  historic  positions;  the 
Soviet  side  has  historic  positions. 

We  brought  these  parties  together  now  in 
something  that  most  people  thought  could 
never  happen.  And  once  again,  it  would  be 
counterproductive  for  me  to  set  conditions 
or  to  say  from  the  U.S.  side  how  these  two 
questions  that  you  properly  asked  about  be 
resolved.  I’m  simply  not  going  to  do  that. 
This  is  too  sensitive  a  time.  We’re  trying  to 
get  in  here  to  have  people  start  discussions 
on  their  own.  And  I  don’t  want  to  give 
anybody  any  reason  whatsoever  to  walk 
away  or  to  make  additional  demands  be¬ 
cause  of  something  I  have  said. 

So,  I  simply,  respectfully,  will  not  answer 
your  question  in  the  detail  that  I  know 
you’d  like  me  to  do. 

President  Gorbachev.  During  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  stages  where  we  were  preparing  this 
conference,  there  was  quite  a  number  of 
very  sharp  issues  that  were  raised,  even  in 
the  press  a  lot,  quite  a  bit  is  being  written, 
publicized,  people’s  points  of  view,  opin¬ 
ions.  But  tomorrow  the  conference  starts. 
And  so,  this  preliminary,  preparatory  phase, 
in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  that  we’ve  en¬ 
countered,  all  the  discussions  that  have 
been  had,  all  the  things  said  in  the  press — 
nonetheless,  we  are  here  at  the  opening. 
Let’s  just  open  the  conference,  and  let’s 
start  working. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  sides  themselves 
can  only  win  if  they  maintain  a  position  of 
principle  but  are  constructive.  Everybody’s 
concerns  are  real.  But  let’s  really  say  we’re 
not  going  to  substitute  by  our  actions  that 
which  happens  at  the  negotiations  at  the 
conference. 

Aid  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Q,  The  issue  of  economic  assistance,  that 
the  United  States  said  for  all  the  time  that 
first  they  have  to  deal  with  the  center  when 
it  comes  to  foreign  aid,  and  now  in  many  of 
the  enterprises  we’re  moving  hard  curren¬ 
cy _ in  what  position  the  United  States 

found  itself.  In  other  words,  is  the  United 
States  more  actively  working  with  the  Re¬ 


publics,  and  namely  Russia  itself,  or  still 
going  to  deal  only  through  the  center? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  thought  I  ad¬ 
dressed  myself  to  that.  Clearly,  we’re  here 
today,  and  we’re  dealing  with  President 
Gorbachev.  I  have  kept  contacts  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin.  You  asked  specifically  about 
the  Russian  Republic.  But  on  a  matter  of 
this  nature  where  we’re  talking  about  credit 
and  we’re  talking  about  hopefully  humani¬ 
tarian  assistance,  it  is  important  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  get  the  view  that  the  center  and  the 
Republics  are  together  on  these  matters. 
But  we  don’t  plan  to  change  our  dealings 
with  President  Gorbachev  or,  indeed,  with 
President  Yeltsin  or  leaders  of  the  other  Re¬ 
publics.  And  I  think,  I  have  the  feeling  they 
both  understand  that.  It’s  a  little  vague,  but 
I  don’t  believe  I  can  be  more  specific  on 
your  question  than  that. 

I  think  under  the  economic  agreement 
President  Gorbachev  was  explaining  to  me 
today,  the  Republics  are  indeed  together 
with  the  center,  closer  together  with  the 
center  on  these  economic  matters  than  ever 
before,  which  makes  it  much  easier  for  the 
United  States  or  the  G-7  or  the  other  coun¬ 
tries  that  clearly  want  to  assist  in  the 
reform  process,  in  helping  this  go  forward. 

Q.  President  Gorbachev  and  President 
Bush  as  well,  despite  what  you’ve  said  about 
the  economic  situation,  it’s  not  entirely 
clear  to  me.  Did  you,  sir,  President  Gorba¬ 
chev,  make  any  specific,  any  new  requests 
for  assistance?  And  did  you,  Mr.  Bush — 
you’ve  indicated  in  talking  about  a  package, 
is  this  something  over  and  beyond  what  we 
have  heard  before?  If  you  could  be  more 
specific,  it  would  help  us. 

President  Gorbachev.  Well,  in  general,  if 
you  would  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  re¬ 
cently,  between  myself  and  the  leaders  of 
the  G-7,  there  is  a  regular  exchange  of 
views  and  information,  then  many  of  the 
issues  directed  to  President  Bush.  Well,  he 
knew  about  a  lot  of  these  issues  anyway.  He 
already  was  informed  of  it. 

At  the  same  time,  based  upon  our  re¬ 
quests,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  other  leaders  of  the  European  Commu¬ 
nity  were  working  on  these  kinds  of  ques¬ 
tions.  Now,  in  this  connection  for  them  to 
decide,  a  couple  of  days  ago  they  decided  to 
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have  this  meeting  of  the  deputy  ministers 
of  finance  who  came  to  Moscow  to  discuss 
this  cooperation,  the  assistance.  And  they,  I 
think  very  substantively,  went  through  and 
made  assessments  of  what  is  the  real  situa¬ 
tion  and  came  to  one  single,  unified  under¬ 
standing.  And  that’s  very  important  if 
you’re  going  to  make  decisions. 

They  had  a  unified,  single  opinion  of 
what  is  going  on.  They  established  a  series 
of  positions,  opinions  that  they  came  up 
with,  and  the  governments  and  these  coun¬ 
tries  will  then  be  told  about  this. 

So  now,  when  the  President  goes  back  to 
Washington  and  I  go  back  to  Moscow,  we 
will  listen  to  what  these  recommendations 
of  the  specialists  are,  talk  about  it,  think 
about  it.  Then  we  will  then  be  able  to  be  in 
a  position  to  finally  make  a  determination 
on  this  question. 

I  don’t  think  that  everything  is  solved  by 
this.  Maybe  it  will  be  several  times  in  the 
future  we  may  have  to  come  back  and  ask 
other  assistance,  because  life  casts  up  a 
whole  variety  of  surprises.  But  the  very  fact 
that  we  have  fruitful,  constructive,  specific, 
businesslike,  and  very  promising  work  going 
on,  and  it  also  bodes  well  for  future  results. 
Thank  you. 


President  Bush.  That’s  essentially  the  way 
I  would  have  answered  the  question. 

Q.  That  there  is  nothing  specific? 

President  Bush.  You  heard  President  Gor¬ 
bachev  use  the  word  “specific,”  but  I’d  say 
we’re  in  a  phase  of  discussing  details,  which 
obviously  means  specificity.  But  I  endorse 
what  he  said  about  needing  further  work 
and  consultation  on  this,  each  with  our  own 
economic  side,  and  then  follow  through 
with  more  discussion. 

So,  there  were  some  specifics  discussed, 
but  we  will  go  forward  as  he  indicated. 

Q.  What  is  the  magnitude  of  what  you’re 
discussing  now  in  contrast  to  what  it 
was - 

President  Bush.  We’ve  agreed,  we’re  not 
going  to  go  into  magnitudes  of  it  right  now. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President's  107th  news  conference 
began  at  2:55  p.m.  at  the  Soviet  Embassy. 
In  his  remarks ,  President  Bush  referred  to 
Reginald  Bartholomew ,  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  International  Security  Affairs,  and 
David  C.  Mulford ,  Under  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  International  Affairs.  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  spoke  in  Russian ,  and  his 
remarks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
Gonzalez  of  Spain  in  Madrid 
October  29,  1991 

The  President.  I  simply  want  to  thank 
Prime  Minister  Gonzalez  and  also  Foreign 
Minister  Ordonez  for  this  fantastic  coopera¬ 
tion  and  leadership  on  this  conference.  In  a 
very  short  period  of  time,  Spain  has  pulled 
this  whole  thing  together,  and  everyone 
I’ve  talked  to  tells  me  that  it  has  been  just 
nothing  short  of  a  miracle.  And  of  course,  I 
am  very  grateful  for  the  hospitality,  but  also 
for  the  way  they’ve  handled  these  arrange¬ 
ments.  And  so*  I  want  to  thank  the  Prime 
Minister  and  everybody  else  involved  in 
these  wonderful  arrangements. 

In  terms  of  U.S. -Spain  bilateral  relations, 
they  are  very,  very  good.  We,  of  course,  are 
excited  about  1992,  the  quincentenary  of 


With  Prime  Minister  Felipe 


Columbus’  first  voyage  to  America.  That  all 
can  wait  until  after  this  visit,  but  neverthe¬ 
less,  we’re  here  at  the  beginning  of  interest¬ 
ing  times  in  terms  of  U.S.-Spanish  relations 
which  I  can  attest  to  are  very,  very  good. 

But  my  sincere  thanks  to  you,  sir,  for  all 
you’ve  done  to  facilitate  the  convening  of 
this  historic  conference. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  President  Bush 
what  do  you  think  about  Spain’s  coopera¬ 
tion  in  the  future  in  the  peace  process  in 
the  Near  East  after  the  Madrid  conference 
is  over  and  for  the  future  phases  where 
they  might  also  have  a  role?  And  we  would 
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like  to  know  if  this  visit  excludes  the  fact 
that  in  July  of  ’92  you  will  be  here;  does  this 
exclude  the  fact?  Thank  you. 

The  President.  First,  this  visit  here  does 
not  exclude  future  visits  of  any  kind  al¬ 
though  we  have  no  firm  schedule  for  my 
own  personal  travel  in  1992. 

Secondly,  because  your  Prime  Minister  is 
widely  respected  in  the  countries  that  are 
participating,  who  knows  what  the  future 
role  of  Spain  will  be?  And  it  could  well  be 
in  terms  of — they’ve  already  offered  the  fa¬ 
cilities  for  ongoing  talks,  one  kind  or  an¬ 
other,  bilateral  talks.  And  so,  Spain  having 
demonstrated  not  only  its  interest  but  your 
Prime  Minister  having  demonstrated  his 
knowledge  about  the  area,  I  would  say  we’ll 
just  have  to  wait  and  see,  see  what  the  par¬ 
ties  want.  But  they’ve  already  served  in  an 
extraordinarily  useful  role  in  hosting  this 
conference. 

Q.  President  Bush,  at  a  meeting  that  you 
had  in  Camp  David  when  you  met  the  King 
of  Spain,  was  that  when  you  decided  that 
Spain  would  be  the  perfect  place?  Could 
you  tell  us  a  little  bit  about  what  happened? 
Was  it  your  proposal?  Was  it  the  King’s  pro¬ 
posal?  We’d  really  like  to  know  a  little  bit 
more  about  how  Spain  was  chosen.  Thank 
you,  sir. 

The  President  No,  I  think  Secretary 
Baker  has  explained  it  very  well  that  it  had 
to  be  a  place  where  the  participants  would 
feel  at  home  and  comfortable,  and  Spain 
immediately  came  to  the  fore.  I  can’t  say 
that  other  sites  were  not  considered.  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  was  some  consideration  given  to 
The  Hague,  some  consideration  given  to  a 
spot,  Lausanne,  I  believe,  in  Switzerland. 
But  Spain  emerged,  as  the  leading  choice. 
And  with  all  great  respect  for  His  Majesty — 
and  I  might  say  what  a  joy  it  was  to  Barbara 
and  me  to  have  the  King  and  Queen  of 
Spain  at  Camp  David — that  matter  was  not 
decided  at  that  level. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  10  days  ago  or  just 
about,  Secretary  Baker  did  not  want  to 
make,  to  predict  chances  of  success  of  this 
conference.  Four  days  ago  the  French 
President  Mitterrand  did  not  want  to  do  it 
again.  Now,  just  the  day  of  the  conference, 
how  do  you  rate  chances  of  success?  And 
also  from  President  Gonz&lez  I  would  like 
to  hear  his  own  impression.  Thank  you. 


The  President  I  rate  it  the  same  way  that 
Secretary  Baker  did  10  days  ago,  not  want¬ 
ing  to  rate  it  or  quantify  that.  But  the  very 
fact  that  it’s  taking  place,  the  very  fact  that 
the  parties  are  coming  together  is,  I  think, 
an  important  sign  that  there  is  a  chance  for 
success.  But  I  think  we  would  all  agree  that 
there’s  a  lot  of  hard  negotiation  between 
the  parties  to  take  place  before  we  can  say 
with  joy  in  our  hearts  that  there  will  be 
lasting  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  So,  I  can’t 
quantify  it  for  you,  but  I’d  say  that  I’m 
more  optimistic  today  just  because  we’re 
this  much  closer  to  the  actual  convening  of 
the  conference. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Years  ago,  we  had 
hoped  that  something  would  lead  to  negoti¬ 
ations  in  this  region,  and  it  seems  that  we 
finally  have  something  that  is  going  to  lead 
to  these  conversations.  For  the  first  time  in 
43  years,  we  have  the  possibility  of  dialog  in 
this  region,  and  I  think  that  this  is  really 
hope  for  all  of  us. 

Latin  A merica 

Q.  We  would  like  to  know  what  you 
talked  about  this  afternoon.  And  we  would 
like  to  know  if  you  mentioned  Cuba  and  if 
you  talked  about  new  ideas  in  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  area. 

The  Prime  Minister.  There  has  been  noth¬ 
ing  but  very  pleasant  and  friendly  conversa¬ 
tion.  We  reviewed  the  conference  itself,  the 
peace  conference,  and  we’ve  also  reviewed 
the  situation  in  Central  America.  We  didn’t 
mention  Cuba  except  a  passing  mention. 
We  talked  about  the  situation  in  Europe 
and  the  Soviet  Union.  And  the  meeting  was 
very  friendly  and  very  cordial,  as  President 
Bush  has  just  said. 

The  President  May  I  add  a  word  to  that, 
please?  Prime  Minister  Gonzalez  has  a  very 
special  standing  in  South  America,  Central 
America,  and  the  leaders  there  turn  to  him 
often  for  advice  and  counsel,  as  we  do.  So 
when  we  talk,  for  example,  today  about  Sal¬ 
vador,  his  role  as  a  special  “friend”  of  the 
Secretary-General,  you’re  familiar  with  the 
term  “friend”  to  the  Secretary-General,  we 
can  talk  to  a  man  who  has  established  not 
only  his  knowledge  and  his  interest  in  the 
area  but  has  a  following  in  the  area. 

So,  the  visit  from  my  standpoint  did  not 


1359 


Oct  29  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


relate  simply  to  the  conference,  nor  to  bi¬ 
lateral  relations  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  but  getting  his  views  once 
again  on  matters  affecting  our  own  hemi¬ 
sphere  including  the  antinarcotics  business. 
So,  we  spent  maybe  10  minutes  talking 
about  that  and  getting  his  ideas  on  that. 

Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International]? 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  assurances  were  given 
to  each  of  the  parties  by  Secretary  Baker  on 
your  behalf.  Do  each  of  the  parties  know 
what  assurances  were  given?  When  will  the 
American  people  know  these  assurances, 
since  we  obviously  will  be  responsible  for 
any  commitments  you’ve  made? 

The  President  Well,  Helen,  I’d  have  to 
refer  that  question  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
And  I  think  the  American  people  have  a 
right  to  know  these  things,  but  I  think 
sometimes  when  you’re  having  quiet  nego¬ 
tiations  to  make  something  happen,  the 
American  people  assign  their  trust  to  the 
President,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  con¬ 
duct  these  sensitive  matters.  This  confer¬ 
ence  is  historic.  And  there’s  nothing  that’s 
going  to  be  of  difficulty  for  the  American 
people  in  any  way;  I  can  assure  you  that. 
But  I  would  simply  leave  to  Jim  any  discus¬ 
sion  of  any  details  of  that  nature. 

Q.  Will  they  be  made  public  at  any  point? 

The  President.  I  don’t  even  know  what 
you’re  talking  about.  What  ones  are  you  re¬ 
ferring  to? 

Q.  We  understand  assurances  were  made 
to  each  party - 

The  President  Like  what? 

Q'  - 10  bring  them  to  the  table.  We 

don’t  know. 

The  President  Well,  they’re  here,  put  it 
that  way.  And  we’re  very,  very  pleased,  and 
I  don’t  think  there  are  any  secret  covenants 
if  that’s  what  you’re  getting  at.  But  I’m 
sorry,  I  just  don’t  know  what  you’re  talking 
about.  But  let  me  refer  you  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  this. 

Q.  White  House  officials  have  said  that 
there  are  assurances. 

The  President  Well,  assurances,  I  mean, 
there  are  certain  things  in  our  policy  that 
we’ll  assure  all  the  time. 


Terrorism  on  the  West  Bank 

Q.  To  Mr.  Bush.  Do  you  believe  that  the 
violence  in  the  Middle  East  the  last  36,  48 
hours  was  an  attempt  to  disrupt  the  peace 
talks  before  they  began?  And  if  you  do, 
your  comments  on  such  tactics. 

The  President  Condemning  such  tactics — 
total  condemnation  of  the  kind  of  violence 
we’ve  seen.  And  if  they  were  designed  to 
disrupt  the  conference,  let’s  hope  they  fail. 
And  I  think  it’s  just  one  more,  actually, 
these  terrorist  acts  of  violence  are  one  more 
reason  I’d  like  to  see  this  conference  suc¬ 
ceed,  so  people  will  not  resort  to  the  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  future  that  they  have  resorted 
to  in  the  past. 

Q.  Prime  Minister  Gonzalez,  your  com¬ 
ments  as  well? 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  apologize,  but  we 
really  don’t  have  much  time  left.  I’m  trying 
to  get  an  international  balance  here.  From 
on  that  side - 

Spain 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  will  be  the  role  of 
Spain  in  the  new  world  order? 

The  President  A  very  respected  partner 
who  stands  for  peace  and  democracy  and 
whose  leaders  are  respected  around  the 
world.  And  I  think  that  the  fact  that  we 
consult  very  closely  with  Prime  Minister 
Gonzalez  on  various  matters — and  I’ve 
touched  on  some  of  them:  the  Middle  East; 
touched  on  our  own  hemisphere;  I  remem¬ 
ber  talking  to  him  at  the  time  of  Desert 
Storm — means  that  as  far  as  the  United 
States  goes,  Spain  has  a  very  special  stand¬ 
ing  and  can  be  extraordinarily  helpful  in 
terms  of  world  peace.  So,  you  have  to  see 
what  the  situation  is,  but  I’ve  given  you 
some  examples  of  where  they’ve  already 
played  a  very  constructive  role. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Do  you  miss  the  United  Nations  in  this 
conference?  And  why  have  you  allowed 
Israel  not  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  U.N. 
for  many  years? 

The  President  I  think  the  conference  is 
properly  structured.  The  United  Nations, 
we’ve  all  seen,  has  come  into  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  new  phase  in  its  existence,  fulfilling  the 
dreams  of  some  of  its  founding  fathers  in 
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terms  of  peacemaking,  peacekeeping  in  var¬ 
ious  parts  of  the  world.  The  standing  up 
against  the  aggression  caused  by  Iraq  is  per¬ 
haps  the  foremost  example.  But  they’re  also 
playing  a  useful  role,  still,  in  trying  to 
achieve  peace  in  Cyprus.  They’re  trying 
very  hard,  the  Secretary-General  is,  in  El 
Salvador.  And  you  look  around  the  world, 
and  they  are  very  active,  constructively  so, 
in  many  areas. 

In  this  particular  area,  because  of  the 
view  of  some  of  the  parties,  it  was  deemed 
better  to  go  forward  in  the  way  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  structured  now.  But  that  isn’t  to 
denigrate  the  United  Nations.  Israel,  I  think 
everybody  knows  the  history,  feels  that  in 
the  United  Nations  they  are  ganged  up  on. 
That’s  their  view,  and  they’re  an  important 
player  here.  And  their  views  had  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  this  conference  was  structured.  I 
think  other  countries  in  the  area  that  are 
going  to  be  participating  clearly  went  along 
with  this. 

The  Prime  Minister.  As  far  as  I  remem¬ 
ber,  Secretary  Baker  and  Secretary  Pankin 
talked  about  338  and  242,  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  must  be  very  pleased  that  we  finally 
have  started  a  dialog,  a  dialog  that  everyone 
has  waited  for,  for  such  a  long  time. 

Q.  For  President  Bush:  Sir,  do  you  know 
any  reason  at  this  point  why  the  bilateral 
negotiations  would  not  get  underway,  and 
can  you  tell  us  what  day  they’re  scheduled 


to  start? 

The  President  The  bilateral  negotiations 
that  would  follow  this  opening  session?  No, 
I  know  of  no  reason  why.  I  mean,  I  can 
think  of  a  lot  of  conditions,  but  it’s  not  help¬ 
ful  to  go  in  and  elaborate  on  everything 
that  might  go  wrong.  What  I  want  to  do  is 
point  out  what  might  go  right.  And  what 
might  go  right  is  these  countries  realize 
that  this  is  the  best  hope  for  peace. 

And  I  think  that’s  what  I  will  be  talking 
about  in  my  opening  remarks  tomorrow.  I 
expect  President  Gorbachev  will  be  talking 
about  the  same  thing.  So,  I  see  no  built-in 
stumbling  block  that  will  keep  these  talks 
from  going  forward,  if  I’m  interpreting  your 
question  correctly. 

Q.  What  day  will  they  begin? 

The  President  I  can’t  answer  that.  I  just 
don’t  know.  I  think  all  that  has  to  be  negoti¬ 
ated  out. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thank  you  very 
much,  and  the  first  time  we’re  5  minutes 
late.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note :  The  President's  108th  news  conference 
began  at  7:03  p.m.  in  the  Moncloa  Palace. 
The  following  persons  were  referred  to:  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Francisco  Fernhndez-Ordonez 
of  Spain;  King  Juan  Carlos  I  and  Queen 
Sophia  of  Spain;  Secretary-General  Javier 
Perez  de  Cuellar  of  the  United  Nations;  and 
Foreign  Minister  Boris  Pankin  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 


Appointment  of  John  A.  Gordon  as  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs 
October  29,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  appoint  Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Gordon 
as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Na¬ 
tional  Security  Affairs.  He  will  also  serve  as 
Senior  Director  for  Defense  Policy  and 
Arms  Control. 

Since  1989  General  Gordon  has  served  as 
Director  for  Defense  Policy  and  Arms  Con¬ 
trol  for  the  National  Security  Council.  From 
1987  to  1989,  he  served  as  Commander  of 
the  90th  Strategic  Missile  Wing  at  F.E. 


Warren  Air  Force  Base  in  Wyoming.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  General  Gordon  served  in  various 
military  assignments  for  Air  Force  Strategic 
Missile  Units,  1985-1987.  From  1981  to 
1985,  he  served  in  several  positions  in  the 
Bureau  of  Politico-Military  Affairs  at  the 
Department  of  State,  including  Director  for 
Strategic  Nuclear  Policy  and  for  Defense 
and  Arms  Control  Matters.  General  Gordon 
was  involved  in  a  wide  range  of  research 
and  development  plans  in  his  assignments 
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with  Air  Force  Systems  Command,  Strate¬ 
gic  Air  Command,  the  Office  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  the  Air  Force,  and  Sandia  Na¬ 
tional  Laboratories. 

General  Gordon  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 


versity  of  Missouri  (B.S.,  1968);  the  United 
States  Naval  Post  Graduate  School  (M.S., 
1970);  and  Highlands  University  (M.A., 
1972).  He  is  married,  has  one  child,  and 
resides  in  Alexandria,  VA. 


Remarks  at  the  Opening  Session  of  the  Middle  East  Peace 
Conference  in  Madrid,  Spain 
October  30,  1991 


Prime  Minister  Gonzalez,  and  President 
Gorbachev,  Excellencies.  Let  me  begin  by 
thanking  the  Government  of  Spain  for  host¬ 
ing  this  historic  gathering.  With  short 
notice,  the  Spanish  people  and  their  leaders 
stepped  forward  to  make  available  this 
magnificent  setting.  Let  us  hope  that  this 
conference  of  Madrid  will  mark  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
Middle  East. 

I  also  want  to  express  at  the  outset  my 
pleasure  at  the  presence  of  our  fellow  co¬ 
sponsor,  President  Gorbachev.  At  a  time  of 
momentous  challenges  at  home,  President 
Gorbachev  and  his  senior  associates  have 
demonstrated  their  intent  to  engage  the 
Soviet  Union  as  a  force  for  positive  change 
in  the  Middle  East.  This  sends  a  powerful 
signal  to  all  those  who  long  for  peace. 

We  come  to  Madrid  on  a  mission  of  hope, 
to  begin  work  on  a  just,  lasting,  and  com¬ 
prehensive  settlement  to  the  conflict  in  the 
Middle  East.  We  come  here  to  seek  peace 
for  a  part  of  the  world  that  in  the  long 
memory  of  man  has  known  far  too  much 
hatred,  anguish,  and  war.  I  can  think  of  no 
endeavor  more  worthy  or  more  necessary. 

Our  objective  must  be  clear  and  straight¬ 
forward.  It  is  not  simply  to  end  the  state  of 
war  in  the  Middle  East  and  replace  it  with 
a  state  of  nonbelligerency.  This  is  not 
enough.  This  would  not  last.  Rather,  we 
seek  peace,  real  peace.  And  by  real  peace,  I 
mean  treaties,  security,  diplomatic  relations, 
economic  relations,  trade,  investment,  cul¬ 
tural  exchange,  even  tourism. 

What  we  seek  is  a  Middle  East  where  vast 
resources  are  no  longer  devoted  to  arma¬ 
ments.  A  Middle  East  where  young  people 
no  longer  have  to  dedicate  and,  all  too 


often,  give  their  lives  to  combat.  A  Middle 
East  no  longer  victimized  by  fear  and 
terror.  A  Middle  East  where  normal  men 
and  women  lead  normal  lives. 

Let  no  one  mistake  the  magnitude  of  this 
challenge.  The  struggle  we  seek  to  end  has 
a  long  and  painful  history.  Every  life  lost, 
every  outrage,  every  act  of  violence,  is 
etched  deep  in  the  hearts  and  history  of  the 
people  of  this  region.  Theirs  is  a  history  that 
weighs  heavily  against  hope.  And  yet,  histo¬ 
ry  need  not  be  man’s  master. 

I  expect  that  some  will  say  that  what  I  am 
suggesting  is  impossible.  But  think  back. 
Who  back  in  1945  would  have  thought  that 
France  and  Germany,  bitter  rivals  for 
nearly  a  century,  would  become  allies  in 
the  aftermath  of  World  War  II?  And  who  2 
years  ago  would  have  predicted  that  the 
Berlin  Wall  would  come  down?  And  who  in 
the  early  1960’s  would  have  believed  that 
the  cold  war  would  come  to  a  peaceful  end, 
replaced  by  cooperation,  exemplified  by  the 
fact  that  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  are  here  today  not  as  rivals  but  as 
partners,  as  Prime  Minister  Gonzalez  point¬ 
ed  out. 

No,  peace  in  the  Middle  East  need  not  be 
a  dream.  Peace  is  possible.  The  Egyptian- 
Israeli  peace  treaty  is  striking  proof  that 
former  adversaries  can  make  and  sustain 
peace.  And  moreover,  parties  in  the  Middle 
East  have  respected  agreements,  not  only 
in  the  Sinai  but  on  the  Golan  Heights  as 
well. 

The  fact  that  we  are  all  gathered  here 
today  for  the  first  time  attests  to  a  new 
potential  for  peace.  Each  of  us  has  taken  an 
important  step  toward  real  peace  by  meet¬ 
ing  here  in  Madrid.  All  the  formulas  on 
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paper,  all  the  pious  declarations  in  the 
world  won’t  bring  peace  if  there  is  no  prac¬ 
tical  mechanism  for  moving  ahead. 

Peace  will  only  come  as  the  result  of 
direct  negotiations,  compromise,  give-and- 
take.  Peace  cannot  be  imposed  from  the 
outside  by  the  United  States  or  anyone  else. 
While  we  will  continue  to  do  everything 
possible  to  help  the  parties  overcome  obsta¬ 
cles,  peace  must  come  from  within. 

We  come  here  to  Madrid  as  realists.  We 
do  not  expect  peace  to  be  negotiated  in  a 
day  or  a  week  or  a  month  or  even  a  year.  It 
will  take  time.  Indeed,  it  should  take  time: 
time  for  parties  so  long  at  war  to  learn  to 
talk  to  one  another,  to  listen  to  one  another; 
time  to  heal  old  wounds  and  build  trust.  In 
this  quest,  time  need  not  be  the  enemy  of 
progress. 

What  we  envision  is  a  process  of  direct 
negotiations  proceeding  along  two  tracks: 
one  between  Israel  and  the  Arab  States;  the 
other  between  Israel  and  the  Palestinians. 
Negotiations  are  to  be  conducted  on  the 
basis  of  U.N.  Security  Council  Resolutions 
242  and  338. 

The  real  work  will  not  happen  here  in 
the  plenary  session  but  in  direct  bilateral 
negotiations.  This  conference  cannot 
impose  a  settlement  on  the  participants  or 
veto  agreements.  And  just  as  important,  the 
conference  can  only  be  reconvened  with 
the  consent  of  every  participant.  Progress  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  parties  who  must  live 
with  the  consequences. 

Soon  after  the  bilateral  talks  commence, 
parties  will  convene  as  well  to  organize 
multilateral  negotiations.  These  will  focus 
on  issues  that  cross  national  boundaries  and 
are  common  to  the  region:  arms  control, 
water,  refugee  concerns,  economic  develop¬ 
ment.  Progress  in  these  fora  is  not  intended 
as  a  substitute  for  what  must  be  decided  in 
the  bilateral  talks;  to  the  contrary,  progress 
in  the  multilateral  issues  can  help  create  an 
atmosphere  in  which  longstanding  bilateral 
disputes  can  more  easily  be  settled. 

For  Israel  and  the  Palestinians,  a  frame¬ 
work  already  exists  for  diplomacy.  Negotia¬ 
tions  will  be  conducted  in  phases,  beginning 
with  talks  on  interim  self-government  ar¬ 
rangements.  We  aim  to  reach  agreement 
within  1  year.  And  once  agreed,  interim 
self-government  arrangements  will  last  for  5 


years.  Beginning  the  3d  year,  negotiations 
will  commence  on  permanent  status.  No 
one  can  say  with  any  precision  what  the 
end  result  will  be.  In  our  view,  something 
must  be  developed,  something  acceptable 
to  Israel,  the  Palestinians,  and  Jordan,  that 
gives  the  Palestinian  people  meaningful 
control  over  their  own  lives  and  fate  and 
provides  for  the  acceptance  and  security  of 
Israel. 

We  can  all  appreciate  that  both  Israelis 
and  Palestinians  are  worried  about  compro¬ 
mise,  worried  about  compromising  even  the 
smallest  point  for  fear  it  becomes  a  prece¬ 
dent  for  what  really  matters.  But  no  one 
should  avoid  compromise  on  interim  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  simple  reason:  Nothing 
agreed  to  now  will  prejudice  permanent 
status  negotiations.  To  the  contrary,  these 
subsequent  negotiations  will  be  determined 
on  their  own  merits. 

Peace  cannot  depend  upon  promises 
alone.  Real  peace,  lasting  peace,  must  be 
based  upon  security  for  all  States  and  peo¬ 
ples,  including  Israel.  For  too  long  the  Is¬ 
raeli  people  have  lived  in  fear,  surrounded 
by  an  unaccepting  Arab  world.  Now  is  the 
ideal  moment  for  the  Arab  world  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  attitudes  have  changed,  that  the 
Arab  world  is  willing  to  live  in  peace  with 
Israel  and  make  allowances  for  Israel’s  rea¬ 
sonable  security  needs. 

We  know  that  peace  must  also  be  based 
on  fairness.  In  the  absence  of  fairness,  there 
will  be  no  legitimacy,  no  stability.  This  ap¬ 
plies  above  all  to  the  Palestinian  people, 
many  of  whom  have  known  turmoil  and 
frustration  above  all  else.  Israel  now  has  an 
opportunity  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  willing 
to  enter  into  a  new  relationship  with  its 
Palestinian  neighbors:  one  predicated  upon 
mutual  respect  and  cooperation. 

Throughout  the  Middle  East,  we  seek  a 
stable  and  enduring  settlement.  We’ve  not 
defined  what  this  means.  Indeed,  I  make 
these  points  with  no  map  showing  where 
the  final  borders  are  to  be  drawn.  Never¬ 
theless,  we  believe  territorial  compromise  is 
essential  for  peace.  Boundaries  should  re¬ 
flect  the  quality  of  both  security  and  politi¬ 
cal  arrangements.  The  United  States  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  whatever  the  parties  them¬ 
selves  find  acceptable.  What  we  seek,  as  I 
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said  on  March  6,  is  a  solution  that  meets  the 
twin  tests  of  fairness  and  security. 

I  know — I  expect  we  all  know — that  these 
negotiations  will  not  be  easy.  I  know,  too, 
that  these  negotiations  will  not  be  smooth. 
There  will  be  disagreement  and  criticism, 
setbacks,  who  knows,  possibly  interruptions. 
Negotiation  and  compromise  are  always 
painful.  Success  will  escape  us  if  we  focus 
solely  upon  what  is  being  given  up. 

We  must  fix  our  vision  on  what  real 
peace  would  bring.  Peace,  after  all,  means 
not  just  avoiding  war  and  the  costs  of  pre¬ 
paring  for  it.  The  Middle  East  is  blessed 
with  great  resources:  physical,  financial  and, 
yes,  above  all,  human.  New  opportunities 
are  within  reach  if  we  only  have  the  vision 
to  embrace  them. 

To  succeed,  we  must  recognize  that 
peace  is  in  the  interest  of  all  parties;  war, 
absolute  advantage  of  none.  The  alternative 
to  peace  in  the  Middle  East  is  a  future  of 
violence  and  waste  and  tragedy.  In  any 
future  war  lurks  the  danger  of  weapons  of 
mass  destruction.  As  we  learned  in  the  Gulf 
war,  modern  arsenals  make  it  possible  to 
attack  urban  areas,  to  put  the  lives  of  inno¬ 
cent  men,  women,  and  children  at  risk,  to 
transform  city  streets,  schools,  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  playgrounds  into  battlefields. 

Today,  we  can  decide  to  take  a  different 
path  to  the  future,  to  avoid  conflict.  I  call 
upon  all  parties  to  avoid  unilateral  acts,  be 
they  words  or  deeds,  that  would  invite  re¬ 
taliation  or,  worse  yet,  prejudice  or  even 
threaten  this  process  itself.  I  call  upon  all 
parties  to  consider  taking  measures  that  will 
bolster  mutual  confidence  and  trust,  steps 
that  signal  a  sincere  commitment  to  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

I  want  to  say  something  about  the  role  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  We  played  an 
active  role  in  making  this  conference  possi¬ 
ble.  Both  the  Secretary  of  State,  Jim  Baker, 
and  I  will  play  an  active  role  in  helping  the 
process  succeed.  Toward  this  end,  we’ve 
provided  written  assurances  to  Israel,  to 
Syria,  to  Jordan,  Lebanon,  and  the  Palestin¬ 
ians.  In  the  spirit  of  openness  and  honesty, 


we  will  brief  all  parties  on  the  assurances 
that  we  have  provided  to  the  other.  We’re 
prepared  to  extend  guarantees,  provide 
technology  and  support,  if  that  is  what 
peace  requires.  And  we  will  call  upon  our 
friends  and  allies  in  Europe  and  in  Asia  to 
join  with  us  in  providing  resources  so  that 
peace  and  prosperity  go  hand  in  hand. 

Outsiders  can  assist,  but  in  the  end  it  is 
up  to  the  peoples  and  Governments  of  the 
Middle  East  to  shape  the  future  of  the 
Middle  East.  It  is  their  opportunity,  and  it  is 
their  responsibility  to  do  all  that  they  can  to 
take  advantage  of  this  gathering,  this  histor¬ 
ic  gathering,  and  what  it  symbolizes  and 
what  it  promises. 

No  one  should  assume  that  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  before  us  to  make  peace  will  remain  if 
we  fail  to  seize  the  moment.  Ironically,  this 
is  an  opportunity  born  of  war,  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  past  wars,  the  fear  of  future  wars. 
The  time  has  come  to  put  an  end  to  war. 
The  time  has  come  to  choose  peace. 

Speaking  for  the  American  people,  I  want 
to  reaffirm  that  the  United  States  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  facilitate  the  search  for  peace,  to 
be  a  catalyst,  as  we’ve  been  in  the  past  and 
as  we’ve  been  very  recently.  We  seek  only 
one  thing,  and  this  we  seek  not  for  our¬ 
selves,  but  for  the  peoples  of  the  area  and 
particularly  the  children:  That  this  and 
future  generations  of  the  Middle  East  may 
know  the  meaning  and  blessing  of  peace. 

We  have  seen  too  many  generations  of 
children  whose  haunted  eyes  show  only 
fear,  too  many  funerals  for  their  brothers 
and  sisters,  the  mothers  and  fathers  who 
died  too  soon,  too  much  hatred,  too  little 
love.  And  if  we  cannot  summon  the  cour¬ 
age  to  lay  down  the  past  for  ourselves,  let 
us  resolve  to  do  it  for  the  children. 

May  God  bless  and  guide  the  work  of  this 
conference,  and  may  this  conference  set  us 
on  the  path  of  peace.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  a.m.  in 
the  Salon  de  las  Columnas  at  the  Royal 
Palace. 
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Nomination  of  Lisa  A.  Hembry  To  Be  a  Member  of  the  National 


Museum  Services  Board 
October  30,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Lisa  A.  Hembry,  of  Texas, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Museum 
Services  Board  for  a  term  expiring  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1995.  She  would  succeed  Diana  D. 
Denman. 

Since  1988,  Ms.  Hembry  has  served  as  a 


senior  associate  with  the  Staubach  Co.  in 
Dallas,  TX.  Prior  to  this  she  was  the  public 
affairs  director  for  KRLD  Radio  in  Dallas, 
TX,  1982-1988. 

Ms.  Hembry  graduated  from  Southern 
Methodist  University  (B.S.,  1975).  She  re¬ 
sides  in  Dallas,  TX. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Argentina-United  States 
Legal  Assistance  Treaty 
October  31,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Treaty  between  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Ar¬ 
gentina  on  Mutual  Legal  Assistance  in 
Criminal  Matters,  signed  at  Buenos  Aires  on 
December  4,  1990.  I  transmit  also,  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  the  Report  of  the 
Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the 
Treaty. 

The  Treaty  is  one  of  a  series  of  modern 
mutual  legal  assistance  treaties  being  nego¬ 
tiated  by  the  United  States  in  order  to 
counter  criminal  activities  more  effectively. 
The  Treaty  should  be  an  effective  tool  to 
assist  in  the  prosecution  of  a  wide  variety  of 
modern  criminals,  including  members  of 
drug  cartels,  “white  collar  criminals,”  and 


terrorists.  The  Treaty  is  self-executing. 

The  Treaty  provides  for  a  broad  range  of 
cooperation  in  criminal  matters.  Mutual  as¬ 
sistance  available  under  the  Treaty  in¬ 
cludes:  (1)  the  taking  of  testimony  or  state¬ 
ments  of  witnesses;  (2)  the  provision  of  doc¬ 
uments,  records,  and  evidence;  (3)  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  requests  for  searches  and  seizures; 
(4)  the  serving  of  documents;  and  (5)  the 
provision  of  assistance  in  locating,  tracing, 
immobilizing,  seizing  and  forfeiting  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  crime,  and  restitution  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  crime. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early 
and  favorable  consideration  to  the  Treaty 
and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratifica¬ 
tion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  31,  1991. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration 
October  31,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

It  is  my  privilege  to  provide  you  with  the 
annual  reports  on  activities  under  the  High¬ 
way  Safety  Act  and  the  National  Traffic  and 
Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Act,  both  enacted  in 
1966.  These  reports  provide  a  summary  of 
our  activities  during  calendar  year  1990  and 
of  the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration's  priority  plan  for  the  next  3 
years.  The  plan  will  be  an  evolving  guide¬ 
line  for  the  agency’s  safety  activities  to  im¬ 
prove  motor  vehicle  and  traffic  safety. 

The  plan  includes  motor  vehicle  rulemak¬ 
ing  on  the  crashworthiness  of  passenger 
cars,  light  trucks,  and  vans;  vehicle  rollover 
stability;  and  safety  improvements  in  heavy 
trucks,  school  buses,  and  child  safety  seats. 

It  also  calls  for  initiatives  to  promote 
State  laws  and  programs  to  increase  safety 
belt  use,  motorcycle  helmet  use,  and  to  dis¬ 
courage  drunk  and  drugged  driving. 

The  report  on  motor  vehicle  safety  in¬ 
cludes  the  annual  reporting  requirement  in 
title  I  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Information  and 
Cost  Savings  Act  of  1972. 

In  the  Highway  Safety  Acts  of  1973,  1976, 
and  1978,  the  Congress  expressed  its  special 
interest  in  certain  aspects  of  traffic  safety 
that  are  addressed  in  the  volume  on  high¬ 
way  safety. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  1990  was 
a  year  of  significant  gains  in  traffic  safety. 


The  traffic  fatality  rate,  the  accepted  meas¬ 
ure  of  risk  on  the  road,  was  2.1  deaths  per 
100  million  vehicle  miles  traveled,  the 
lowest  in  history  and  down  36  percent  since 
1980.  Safety  belt  use  is  also  higher  than 
ever,  with  49  percent  of  Americans  buck¬ 
ling  up,  and  drunk  driving  fatalities  have 
declined  significantly. 

There  is  good  news  for  Americans  in  vir¬ 
tually  every  critical  part  of  the  highway 
safety  picture.  The  decline  in  the  fatality 
rate  is  especially  encouraging  and  means 
that  we  are  able  to  drive  with  less  risk.  The 
dramatic  increase  in  safety  belt  use  and 
public  concern  about  drunk  driving  have 
translated  into  thousands  of  lives  saved  and 
injuries  avoided. 

The  progress  we  have  made  is,  of  course, 
no  consolation  to  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  the  44,500  people  who,  despite  the  safety 
advances  and  greater  public  awareness,  lost 
their  lives  in  traffic  accidents  in  1990. 

As  we  continue  to  pursue  highway  and 
motor  vehicle  safety  programs  that  are  most 
effective  in  preventing  these  deaths  and  in¬ 
juries,  I  am  convinced  that  significant 
progress  will  be  made  through  the  com¬ 
bined  efforts  of  government,  industry,  and 
individual  motorists. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  31,  1991. 


Remarks  on  Unemployment  Benefits  Legislation 
October  31,  1991 


The  President  I  just  want  to  say  a  word 
before  this  meeting.  I  am  looking  forward 
to  making  some  comments  on  this  unem¬ 
ployment  benefits.  I  have  been  saying  all 
along  that  I  want  to  sign  an  unemployment 
benefits  package,  and  I  want  it  to  be  one 
that  does  not  bust  the  budget  agreement. 
We  want  a  temporary  program  that  takes 


care  of  the  people  that  are  hurting  out 
there,  and  there  are  people  that  are  hurt¬ 
ing.  And  I’ve  said  this  all  along,  I  am  very 
much  concerned  about  it. 

I  want  a  temporary  program,  and  I  want 
to  live  within  the  budget  agreement  so  we 
do  not  increase  interest  rates  on  everybody. 
And  thirdly,  I  want  one  that  does  not  raise 
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taxes  only  to  make  the  economic  problems 
worse.  And  I  am  hopeful  that  the  Demo¬ 
crats  will  now  come  forward  with  such  a 
package.  And  they  have  one  that  busts  the 
budget  agreement,  and  they  have  one  that 
is  not  confined  the  way  I  think  it  ought  to 
be. 

And  so,  I  don’t  know  where  you  all  think 
it  stands,  but  I’d  like  to — leaders,  and  you’re 
doing  a  great  job  trying  to  work  it  out,  but 
we  are  for  it,  but  not  for  a  reckless  one  that 
burdens  every  single  taxpayer  in  this  coun¬ 
try. 

Senator  Dole.  If  I  could  just  reinforce 
that.  I  didn’t  mean  to  interrupt  you,  Mr. 
President. 

The  President  No,  I  want  to  hear 
what - 

Senator  Dole.  But  I  just  made  a  statement 
on  the  Senate  floor  saying  pretty  much  the 
same  thing.  Let’s  set — you  know,  we’ve 
taken  care  of  civil  rights.  That  was  very 
important.  The  next  most  important  thing 
in  the  agenda  is  the  extended  benefits.  We 
ought  to  sit  down  and  work  it  out  in  a 
bipartisan  way  without  busting  the  budget 
in  paying  for  it.  And  I  hope  we  can  do  that 
in  the  next  few  days. 

Representative  Michel.  Well,  I  want  to 
say,  too,  Mr.  President,  we’ve  had  our  sub¬ 
stitute.  You  don’t  know,  Bob  Dole,  and  our 
substitute  that  we’ve  had  on  the  table 
there.  I  suspect  we’ll  probably  have  to 
make  some  modification  of  that,  but  we’re 
holding  to  your  criteria  that  it  be  of  a  tem¬ 
porary  nature,  that  it  pay  for  itself,  and  not 
cause  the  other  problems  that  you  have  al¬ 
luded  to  here. 

And  I  would  add  the  highway  bill,  Bob,  is 
a  very  important  job-builder  that  we’ve  got 
to  get  done  here  in  addition  to  those  that 
you  have  mentioned. 

The  President.  We’ve  got  to  increase  jobs 
right  away. 

Well,  we’ve  got  a  lot  to  talk  about,  but 
this  one  is  important.  And  I  get  a  little  an¬ 
noyed  at  the  politics  being  played  at  the 
expense  of  people  that  do  not  have  benefits 
and  need  them.  And  what  we’re  talking 
about  is  protecting  all  the  taxpayers  and 
helping  those  who  are  out  of  work.  And 
that  is  what  I  want  to  do.  And  I  have  dis¬ 
covered  something  around  here;  the  only 
way  you  can  get  reasonable  legislation  to 


protect  all  the  people  is  to  beat  back  bad 
legislation  that  is  going  to  further  burden 
all  the  people.  And  so,  we’ll  just  have  to  do 
that,  and  I  appreciate  your  leadership  and 
your  help  in  trying  to  get  some  sense 
coming  out  of  the  Congress  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  issue.  People  are  hurting,  and  they 
ought  to  be  helped. 

Representative  Gingrich.  Can  I  comment 
just  for  a  second,  Mr.  President?  I  just  want 
to  say,  I  think  I  know  from  our  meetings  in 
this  room  that  you  have  been  prepared  for 
over  2  months  to  sign  a  bill  that  would  have 
gotten  nearly  3  million  families  extended 
checks  on  a  regular  basis.  And  those  checks 
could  have  been  going  out  for  2  months. 
And  I  think  that,  you  know,  I  hope  that  in 
the  next  couple  of  days  we  can  get  a  bipar¬ 
tisan  agreement  that  will  let  you  sign  a  bill 
that  is  responsible  and  that  gets  those 
checks  out.  But  it  is  tragic  to  see  people 
putting  commercials  on  television  about  the 
checks  that  aren’t  being  sent  while  they 
take  the  action  to  block  the  checks.  So,  I 
just  want  to  reinforce:  At  any  point  in  the 
last  2  months  we  could  have  signed,  we 
could  have  passed  and  signed  a  responsible 
bill,  and  the  checks  would  be  out  there 
right  this  minute.  So,  I  hope  this  week  we’ll 
be  able  to  do  it. 

President's  Home  in  Maine 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  hear  about 
your  house,  sir? 

The  President  Well,  what  I  hear  has  not 
been  from  under  the  heading  of  good  news. 
But  I  don’t  want  to  burden  everybody 
about  that.  There  are  a  lot  of  people  that 
were  hurt  by  this  storm,  and  a  lot  of  people 
in  California  that  were  hurt  by  fires  that 
just  wiped  them  out.  And  Barbara  and  I  are 
in  a  fortunate  position  that  we  can  bounce 
back.  But  it  is  not  good  news,  and  we’ll  just 
go  up  and  take  a  look.  Rather  devastating  to 
our  family,  but  when  I  compare  that  to  the 
fortunes  of  others,  why,  we’ve  got  a  lot  to 
be  grateful  for. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:02  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House ,  prior 
to  a  meeting  with  the  Republican  congres¬ 
sional  leadership.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 
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Remarks  on  Presenting  the  President’s  Environment  and 
Conservation  Challenge  Awards  and  Signing  the  Executive  Order 
on  Federal  Recycling 
October  31,  1991 


Some  beautiful  day  here  in  the  Rose 
Garden.  And  may  I  salute  Secretary  Lujan 
and  Secretary  Jim  Watkins  here  and  Bill 
Reilly,  EPA  Administrator.  Of  course, 
Chairman  Mike  Deland  and  Dick  Austin  of 
GSA.  Welcome  to  the  White  House,  and 
Happy  Halloween  to  all. 

I  saw  something  on  TV  last  night  that  Fd 
like  to  respond  to  before  we  begin  here. 
Despite  what  happens  to  Linus  every  year 
in  the  pumpkin  patch,  I  do  believe  in  the 
Great  Pumpkin.  Now,  you  old  guys 
wouldn't  get  it,  but  IT1  tell  you - [ap¬ 

plause] 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  have  our  Presiden¬ 
tial  award  winners — the  Challenge  Award, 
it’s  called — here  on  such  a  beautiful  late  Oc¬ 
tober  day.  And  Fd  especially  like  to  thank 
the  awards  partners  who  made  this  first¬ 
time  awards  ceremony  possible.  Gil  Grosve- 
nor,  behind  me  here,  of  the  National  Geo¬ 
graphic;  Frank  Bennack  here  of  the  Hearst 
Corporation;  Mr.  Allison  is  here  today  rep¬ 
resenting  Drew  Lewis  of  the  Business 
Roundtable;  and  Russell  Train  of  the  World 
Wildlife  Fund.  Let  me  also  add  a  note  of 
thanks  to  the  awards  selection  committee 
and  the  technical  advisers. 

Last  month,  I  had  the  chance  to  visit  the 
Grand  Canyon,  a  magnificent,  almost  mirac¬ 
ulous  sight  on  a  spectacular  day.  And  the 
scale  of  all  that  actually  staggers  the  senses. 
And  that  day  in  September,  I  spoke  about 
the  power  of  innovation  and  the  strength  of 
cooperation  as  the  foundation  for  a  new 
generation  of  environmental  action. 

Today,  we  are  honoring  9  medalists  and 
23  citation  winners  who  embody  the  new 
generation  of  environmental  entrepreneurs. 
As  President,  I’ve  had  the  distinction  of 
honoring  Americans  for  their  achievement 
in  the  arts,  humanities,  sciences.  And  this 
time  now  has  come  for  the  country  to 
honor  achievement  in  the  understanding 
and  conservation  of  our  environment. 

We  have  with  us  today  people  who  have 
formed  partnerships  to  protect  natural  wild¬ 


life — from  the  Great  Lakes  in  the  north  to 
the  Playa  Lakes  in  the  Great  Southwest, 
and  from  the  Sacramento  River  to  the  bar¬ 
rier  islands  off  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

We  are  also  recognizing  companies  that 
have  integrated  environmental  values  into 
virtually  every  single  business  decision, 
whether  they  are  involved  in  fast  food  or 
financial  services,  newspapers,  utilities, 
household  products,  or  furniture. 

And  we  honor  other  winners  because 
they  pioneered  new  technologies  that  save 
both  money  and  the  environment  with  cre¬ 
ative  solutions  to  challenges  like  agricultural 
pollution  and  ozone  depletion  and  state-of- 
the-art  techniques  for  recycling  paper, 
metal,  and  plastics. 

And  finally,  we  recognize  groups  who 
have  inspired  a  new  respect  for  the  envi¬ 
ronment  in  millions  of  Americans:  newspa¬ 
per  and  magazine  groups,  book  publishers, 
teaching  institutions,  media  advisers  to  TV 
and  film  industries,  even  the  Girl  Scouts. 
And  these  outstanding  Americans  have 
given  us  cleaner  technologies  and  products, 
better  ways  to  manage  natural  areas,  and  a 
greater  capacity  for  environmental  prob¬ 
lem-solving.  They  are  working  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans  through 
a  safe  and  healthy  environment. 

Earlier  in  this  century,  a  man  I  deeply 
admire  also  visited  the  Grand  Canyon  and 
likewise  shared  his  thoughts  with  the  crowd 
assembled.  Looking  out  over  what  he  called 
a  vista  of  “great  loneliness  and  beauty,” 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  said:  “The 
ages  have  been  at  work  on  it,  and  man  can 
only  mar  it.  We  have  gotten  past  the  stage 
when  we  are  to  be  pardoned  if  we  treat  any 
part  of  our  country  as  something  to  be 
skinned  for  2  or  3  years  for  the  use  of  the 
present  generation,  whether  it  is  the  forest, 
the  water,  the  scenery.  Whatever  it  is, 
handle  it  so  that  your  children’s  children 
will  get  the  benefit  of  it.” 

Each  of  you  understands  President  Roose- 
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velt’s  challenge.  Each  of  you  has  acted  on  it, 
taken  it  upon  yourselves  to  ensure  that 
future  generations  will  inherit  a  safe  and 
healthy  environment.  And  for  that,  you 
have  my  admiration,  my  gratitude.  And 
please  keep  up  the  good  fight.  And  now 
let’s,  if  we  could  Mike,  hand  out  these  well- 
earned  awards. 

[At  this  point ,  the  President  presented  the 
awards  and  citations  in  the  following  cate¬ 
gories:  partnership ,  environmental  quality 
management ,  innovation ,  and  education 
and  communications .] 

While  you  all  are  here,  I  have  a  special 
announcement  to  make.  We  talk  a  lot  about 
recycling.  Well,  today  we’re  going  to  save  a 
few  trees  by  giving  two  speeches  at  the 
same  time — [ laughter ] — piloting  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  in  recycling  audiences,  too.  So  here 
goes.  [Laughter] 

But  seriously,  we  are  taking  a  major  step 
in  placing  the  Federal  Government  in  its 
proper  role  of  leadership  by  example  by 


increasing  all  Federal  recycling  and  use  of 
recycled  materials.  By  signing  this  Execu¬ 
tive  order  today,  we  will  establish  a  Federal 
Recycling  Coordinator  and  individual  recy¬ 
cling  coordinators  at  each  Federal  agency. 
And  we  are  directing,  where  possible,  prod¬ 
ucts  made  from  recycled  materials  are  pro¬ 
cured  for  Government  use.  Simply  put,  we 
are  requiring  all  Federal  agencies  to 
strengthen  their  recycling  efforts,  hopefully 
thus  setting  an  example  for  others  around 
our  country. 

And  so,  with  that  said,  I  am  very  pleased 
to  sign  this  Executive  order. 

[At  this  point,  the  President  signed  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  order.] 

Thank  you  all.  Such  a  beautiful  day. 
Thank  you  for  being  with  us. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:29  a.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  The 
Executive  order  is  listed  in  Appendix  E  at 
the  end  of  this  volume. 


Remarks  at  the  Swearing-In  Ceremony  for  William  Taylor  as 
Chairman  of  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation 
October  31,  1991 


The  President.  Thank  you,  Father  White, 
for  the  prayer. 

It’s  a  pleasure  to  welcome  William  Taylor 
aboard  as  he  takes  on  one  of  America’s 
toughest  jobs,  Chairman  of  the  FDIC. 

I’m  delighted  that  Bill’s  family  could  be 
with  us  here.  I  don’t  know  if  they’ve  been 
introduced,  but  Sharon,  his  wife,  and  then 
Claire,  William,  and  Emily,  and  his  sister, 
Ruth.  We’re  especially  pleased  you  all  are 
here,  and  you’ve  got  good  seats  for  the  oc¬ 
casion,  I  noticed.  [Laughter]  That’s  the  way 
it  ought  to  be. 

I’m  also  pleased  to  salute  our  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  Housing  Jack 
Kemp;  Alan  Greenspan,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Fed;  and  Richard  Breeden  of  the  SEC.  I 
don’t  see  Bob  Clarke.  Oh,  here  he  is,  sitting 
right  here,  Bob  Clarke,  and  also  Tim  Ryan 
with  us  from  OTS.  And  missing  in  action 
are  two  Members  of  Congress  who  were 


supposed  to  be  here,  but  let’s  hope  they’re 
not  doing  things  bad  up  there  on  the  Hill, 
[Laughter] 

Bill  Taylor  is  a  thorough  professional  who 
really  does  exemplify  the  highest  ideals  of 
selfless  public  service.  With  more  than  20 
years’  service  as  a  bank  regulator,  he  has 
earned  a  sterling  reputation  for  fairness  and 
also  strength  of  leadership.  He  also  brings  to 
his  new  position  valuable  private  sector  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  banking  and  real  estate  fi¬ 
nance  industries. 

My  top  priority  must  be  for  this  country 
economic  growth,  sustaining  and  accelerat¬ 
ing  that  which  has  been  proclaimed  by 
economists  as  an  emerging  recovery.  And  in 
this,  I  already  have  benefited  from  Bill  Tay¬ 
lor’s  advice.  His  ideas  have  helped  shape 
our  intensive  efforts  to  ease  this  credit 
crunch,  the  credit  shortage.  And  I  know 
from  working  directly  with  Bill  that  he  has 
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a  creative  and  independent  mind — he  calls 
them  as  he  sees  them — a  deep  understand¬ 
ing  of  banking,  and  above  all,  a  firm  sense 
of  responsibility  and  duty. 

We  will  not  enjoy  a  full  recovery  until  we 
get  our  banking  system  in  order.  The  FDIC 
belongs  to  a  larger,  more  complex  financial 
system  that  needs  comprehensive  renewal 
and  reform.  For  all  his  talent  and  integrity, 
Bill  Taylor  won’t  be  able  to  do  his  work  to 
the  fullest  if  we  fail  to  give  him  the  team¬ 
mates  and  the  tools  that  he  needs. 

Vital  members  of  the  bank  regulation 
team  have  been  held  up  by  the  Senate’s 
confirmation  process.  The  Nation  has  been 
waiting  more  than  9  months  for  the  Senate 
to  act  upon  my  nomination  for  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency.  Two  nominees  to  fill  va¬ 
cancies  on  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  await 
Senate  votes.  One  of  these  has  been  de¬ 
layed  more  than  8  months. 

And  in  my  speech  to  the  public  adminis¬ 
trators  last  week,  I  had  a  lot  to  say  about 
reforming  the  confirmation  process,  includ¬ 
ing  the  archaic  practice  of  placing  “holds” 
on  nominees.  At  this  moment  of  such  press¬ 
ing  need  for  action  and  leadership,  the 
Senate  must  act  now  to  go  get  our  top-level 
bank  regulation  team  in  place.  We  have 
good  people.  And  they  ought  to  be  put  in 
there,  and  let  them  do  the  job. 

Let  me  say  today,  I  will  repeat  this  mes¬ 
sage  over  and  over:  The  Congress  needs  to 
act  on  a  comprehensive  growth  package, 
and  the  Senate  on  each  one  of  these  vital 
nominations. 

Our  regulatory  team  also  needs  modern 
tools  to  keep  America’s  banks  strong  in 
competitive  global  markets.  While  the  rest 
of  the  world  forges  ahead,  our  banks  and 
businesses  bear  the  dead  weight  of  banking 
regulations  enacted  more  than  half  a  centu¬ 
ry  ago.  And  I  have  asked  Congress  to  enact 
comprehensive  reforms  of  our  banking  laws 
to  bring  them  up  to  date. 

My  bank  reform  package  will  knock 
down  restraints  that  keep  us  from  compet¬ 
ing  on  an  even  basis  with  the  banks  of 
others,  European  banks,  Japanese  banks. 
Odd  as  it  may  seem,  we  permit  a  bank  in 
Birmingham,  England,  to  open  branches  in 
California,  but  we  forbid  a  bank  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Alabama,  from  doing  the  same  thing. 
We  can’t  compete  if  we  place  our  own 


banking  industry  in  shackles. 

Our  plan  for  deposit  insurance  reform 
would  safeguard  depositors’  hard-earned 
money  and  protect  the  taxpayers’  pocket- 
books  as  well. 

Our  legislation  would  set  standards  for 
prompt  action  by  bank  regulators.  This  can 
help  us  preserve  sound  banks  and  ensure 
sound  loans. 

Most  important,  our  reforms  would  allow 
banks  to  offer  new  products  and  services 
and  to  tap  new  sources  of  investment.  Di¬ 
versification  of  risks  and  assets  would  put 
our  banks  in  a  stronger  position  to  simply 
make  good  loans.  This  would  give  America’s 
small  and  medium-sized  businesses,  which 
depend  on  banks  for  their  capital,  the 
wherewithal  to  grow.  This  would  let  us 
move  forward  the  way  we  always  have,  by 
extending  credit  for  the  pursuit  of  prudent 
risks  and  by  supplying  capital  to  create  new 
jobs  and  open  up  new  opportunities. 

Our  battle  for  banking  reform  faces  oppo¬ 
sition  not  just  from  protectors  of  the  status 
quo.  Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  some  in 
Congress  actually  want  to  move  banking 
laws  backward  to  make  our  banks  even  less 
competitive  in  the  global  marketplace.  Con¬ 
gress  must  not  give  in  to  the  interest  groups 
that  seek  to  hold  back  progress.  The  stakes 
are  too  high,  and  we  cannot  afford  to  wait 
any  longer.  Nothing  will  stop  me  from 
fighting  on  principle  for  real  bank  reform 
that  gets  our  economy  moving  toward  the 
future. 

Bill,  I  know  that  you  will  be  proud  to  lead 
what  I  am  told  is  a  bunch,  a  group,  of  really 
dedicated  professionals  over  there  at  FDIC. 
And  all  of  you  enjoy  my  fullest  support  in 
the  tough  job  that  you  there  at  that  agency 
face.  And  be  assured,  1  will  continue  to 
make  every  effort  to  strengthen  America’s 
banking  system  so  that  it  can  support  a 
strong  and  competitive  economy  now  and 
in  the  21st  century. 

Thank  you  very  much.  And  now  let  us  all 
witness  the  swearing-in  of  this  good  man  to 
go  over  to  FDIC. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:03  p.m.  in 
Room  450  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building.  In  his  remarks,  the  President  re¬ 
ferred  to  Father  Constantine  White  of  the 
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Russian  Orthodox  Church  of  Saint  Nicho¬ 
las ,  Orthodox  Church  in  America;  Richard 
C  Breeden ,  Chairman  of  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission;  Robert  L.  Clarke, 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency;  and  T.  Timo¬ 


thy  Ryan,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Thrift  Supervision.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these  re¬ 
marks. 


Remarks  Congratulating  the  World 
Twins 

October  31,  1991 

Please  be  seated,  everybody.  And  may  I 
first  salute  our  Cabinet  members  with  us 
today:  Lynn  Martin,  Jack  Kemp,  and  Bob 
Mosbacher  was  to  be  here.  Maybe  he  didn't 
get  a  good  seat.  [Laughter]  And  I  want  to 
salute  the  Senators  from  Minnesota,  Senator 
Durenberger,  Senator  Wellstone.  Of  course, 
Carl  Pohlad,  Tom  Kelly,  and  the  players, 
the  coaches,  and  the  official  family  of  the 
Minnesota  Twins. 

Dave  Durenberger  was  so  confident  that 
he  called  after  the  first  game  of  the  series 
to  arrange  this  marvelous  event.  [Laughter] 
He  now  takes  full  credit  for  the  weather. 
What  a  day!  What  a  glorious  day,  the  last 
day  of  October!  And  it’s  Halloween.  You’ve 
got  to  be  careful  around  here  with  the  Con¬ 
gress  still  in  session.  [Laughter]  Sorry. 

Members  of  the  Minnesota  congressional 
delegation,  we’re  just  delighted  to  have  you 
here  really,  Members  of  the  House  and 
Members  of  the  Senate.  And,  of  course,  to 
two  dear  friends  of  mine,  commissioner  of 
baseball  Fay  Vincent  and  Bobby  Brown,  Dr. 
Bobby  Brown,  the  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  League. 

I  also  want  to  single  out  people  that  are 
usually  singled  out  in  a  different  way.  And 
I’m  talking  about  our  umpires:  Richie 
Garcia,  Drew  Coble,  Don  Denkinger,  Rick 
Reed,  Terry  Tata,  and  Harry  Wendelstedt. 
Can  we  get  them  to  stand  up?  Thank  you, 
guys.  Good  to  see  you  again.  Thank  you  all 
for  coming.  We’re  just  delighted  to  see  you 
here.  I  remember  how  Bill  Klem,  a  famed 
umpire,  put  it.  He  says,  “I  never  called  one 
wrong  from  my  heart.”  And  that’s  how 
Presidents  feel,  baseball  fans  and  fellow 
Americans. 

First,  let  me  say  it’s  a  pleasure  to  see  so 


Series  Champion  Minnesota 


many  great  amateur  players  here  with  us 
today:  Two  Washington,  DC,  champions, 
the  Bell  Multicultural  High  School  boys  and 
the  H.D.  Woodson  High  School  girls.  Where 
are  they?  Right  there.  All  right,  you  guys. 
And  America’s  Little  League  champions 
from  Danville,  California.  Where  are  those 
guys?  You  champions  stand  up  there.  Let’s 
show  them  off  here. 

And  we’re  lucky  to  have  four  Babe  Ruth 
League  championship  teams  with  us  today. 
They  come  from  Cincinnati  and  Oakland, 
last  year’s  World  Series  teams,  and  from  La 
Crescenta,  California,  and  Marietta,  Geor¬ 
gia.  Our  son  George  Jr.,  the  Texas  Rangers 
guy,  called,  and  he  wants  me  to  scout  all  of 
you.  So,  if  you’ll  stick  around  after  this. 

Let  me  welcome  the  authors  of  “That 
Championship  Season,”  the  1991  Minnesota 
Twins,  a  team  that  helped  deepen  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  love  affair  with  baseball.  It  is  absolutely 
wonderful  what  this  ball  club  did  for  sports 
and  for  the  spirit  in  our  country.  You 
showed  why  baseball  is  the  most  democratic 
of  sports.  It’s  also  the  most  Republican  of 
sports.  [Laughter]  But  whether  in  the  major 
leagues  or  Little  League,  what  counts  is  the 
size  of  your  heart  and  your  dreams. 

And  in  1990,  I  don’t  want  to  remind 
them  of  this,  they  didn’t  have  their  best 
year.  They  came  in  last  in  the  West,  Ameri¬ 
can  League  West.  And  this  year,  they  rose 
like  Lazarus  to  win  their  division,  beat  To¬ 
ronto  in  the  playoffs,  and  then  came  the 
88th  World  Series.  And  what  a  series  it  was: 
Five  games  decided  by  a  single  run;  three 
went  extra  innings;  five  games  won  in  the 
last  inning,  and  four  in  the  last  at-bat.  It  was 
a  series  of  indescribable  tension,  a  Fall  Clas¬ 
sic  for  all  time. 
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And  let  me  take  a  moment,  incidentally, 
to  talk  about  that  other  team  in  the  World 
Series.  What  a  season  it  was  also  for  the 
Braves.  What  a  tribute  to  character,  to 
human  character.  They,  too,  went  from 
worst  to  first.  They,  too,  captivated  this 
Nation.  And  they  made  us  hope  that  the 
series,  like  the  season  itself,  would  never 
draw  to  a  close. 

Sadly,  both  now  are  over.  But  what 
memories  you  have  given  us.  Of  infielders 
Chuck  Knoblauch  and  Greg  Gagne,  who  I 
gather  is  not  with  us  today.  Chuck  here?  I 
think  it  was  Abe  Lincoln  who  said,  “You 
can  fool  some  of  the  people  all  of  the  time, 
and  all  of  the  people  some  of  the  time.”  But 
it  took  Gagne  and  Knoblauch  to  fool  a  base- 
runner  one  time.  [ Laughter ] 

We  recall  Brian  Harper’s  clutch  hits, 
Kirby  Puckett’s  game-six  winning  home  run 
and  that  circus  catch  near  the  wall.  Sudden¬ 
ly,  Kirby’s  glove  has  become  more  valuable 
than  Michael  Jackson’s.  [Laughter]  And 
Kent  Hrbek’s  brilliance  in  the  field.  I  refuse 
to  be  drawn  into  that  controversy  and  com¬ 
ment  on  the  play  when  Kent  tagged  Ronnie 
Gant  after  Gant  came  off  first  base.  But 
Barbara  asked  me  to  point  out  to  Kent  that 
she  could  use  some  help  around  the  house 
with  heavy  lifting.  [Laughter] 

Finally,  we  think  of  other  moments  that 
made  this  a  series  of  snapshots  of  the  mind. 
Dan  Gladden’s  lOth-inning,  game-7  hustle; 


Gene  Larkin,  coming  off  the  bench.  We 
recall  Tom  Kelly,  managing  furiously 
against  Bobby  Cox;  one  of  the  greatest  bull- 
pens  in  baseball  history;  and  Jack  Morris 
winning  two  games,  including  a  final-game 
shutout  and  thrilling  the  game’s  most  ear- 
drum-popping  fans. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Morris,  the  series’  Most  Valu¬ 
able  Player,  put  it  best  of  all,  “It’s  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  anyone  had  to  lose  this  series  be¬ 
cause  this  was  a  true  classic  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.”  So  each  of  you  made  this  a 
kaleidoscope  of  beauty.  Each  showed  why 
millions  of  Americans  watch  baseball,  listen 
to,  read  about,  debate  it,  and  why  for  a  few 
golden  days  each  October,  each  of  us  be¬ 
comes  a  self-anointed  expert. 

And  that  wonderful  friend,  Fay’s  friend 
and  I’m  proud  to  say  mine,  the  late  Bart 
Giamatti,  once  wrote  that  baseball  is  de¬ 
signed  to  break  your  heart.  True.  But  it  also 
lifts  as  perhaps  no  sport  can.  So  really, 
thank  you  guys  for  the  memories,  for 
coming  to  the  White  House  on  this  spectac¬ 
ular  day,  for  giving  our  country  a  wonderful 
lift.  And  God  bless  you  and  the  rest  of  our 
country  as  well.  Thank  you  all  very,  very 
much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:48  p.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House .  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  these  remarks. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  District 
Program  Assistance  Act  of  1991 
October  31,  1991 

Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  1720, 
the  “District  of  Columbia  Mental  Health 
Program  Assistance  Act  of  1991,”  which 
permits  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Mayor  of  the  District  of  Columbia  with 
respect  to  capital  improvements  necessary 
for  the  delivery  of  mental  health  services  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Act  would,  among  other  things,  es¬ 
tablish  “buy  American”  provisions  to 
govern  procurements  made  under  the  Act. 


of  Columbia  Mental  Health 


The  Act  purports  to  require  the  United 
States  Trade  Representative  to  rescind  a 
waiver  of  the  Buy  American  Act  of  1933  in 
regard  to  any  country  that  the  Mayor  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  consultation  with 
the  United  States  Trade  Representative,  de¬ 
termines  has  violated  the  agreement  pro¬ 
viding  for  such  a  waiver.  The  decision  to 
rescind  such  a  waiver  is  an  exercise  of  sig¬ 
nificant  authority  that  must  be  undertaken 
by  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  appoint¬ 
ed  in  accordance  with  the  Appointments 
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Clause,  Article  II,  sec.  2,  cl.  2,  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

Because  the  Mayor  of  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  is  not  an  officer  appointed  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  Appointments  Clause,  the 
Mayor  may  not  exercise  the  authority  to 
rescind,  or  to  direct  a  Federal  official  to 
rescind,  the  waiver.  The  Mayor  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  has  not  asserted  any  such 
power.  In  order  to  enforce  the  Act  consist¬ 
ently  with  the  Constitution,  however,  I  in¬ 
struct  the  United  States  Trade  Representa¬ 


tive  to  construe  any  such  determination  by 
the  Mayor,  made  pursuant  to  section 
11(b)(1)  of  section  4  of  the  Act,  as  a  non¬ 
binding  recommendation. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

October  31,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  1720,  approved  October  31,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-150. 


Remarks  at  the  Bush-Quayle  Fundraising  Dinner  in  Houston,  Texas 
October  31,  1991 


Please  be  seated.  And  Bob,  thank  you. 
Thank  you  for  the  superior  and  wonderful 
job  you’ve  done.  You  know,  this  is  the  very 
first  event  for  the  Bush-Quayle  fundraising 
effort.  And  we  wanted  to  start  amongst 
friends,  and  we  wanted  to  get  somebody 
good,  somebody  effective,  to  head  this 
dinner.  And  I  can’t  think  of  anybody  better 
than  Bob  Cruikshank  and  all  those  up  here 
and  all  those  out  there  that  have  come 
through.  It  is  wonderful  beginning.  And  I’m 
grateful,  and  I  know  Dan  is,  to  every  single 
one  of  you. 

I  want  to  thank  my  Vice  President,  your 
Vice  President,  and  his  marvelous  wife, 
Marilyn.  I  can’t  begin  to  tell  you  of  all  the 
things  he  does.  But  I  think  the  country  now 
sees  his  substance  and  his  value,  and  it’s 
something  I  see  every  single  day  that  I’m 
President  as  we  take  on  a  Congress  that, 
frankly,  needs  a  little  leadership  up  there. 
I’ve  heard  him  take  the  gloves  off  a  little  bit 
there,  and  that’s  fine.  That  suits  the  heck 
out  of  me. 

I  also  want  to  say  to  Bob  Mosbacher  how 
grateful  I  am  to  have  him  at  my  side.  I 
know  all  of  you  know  him.  Everybody  in 
this  room  knows  him  as  a  friend.  But  I 
know  him  not  just  as  a  friend  of  long  stand¬ 
ing  but  as  an  effective  member  of  our  Cabi¬ 
net.  And  I  can  tell  you,  he  is  out  there 
domestically  and  around  the  world  promot¬ 
ing  the  American  free  enterprise  system, 
looking  after  the  interests  of  American  in¬ 


vestment,  American  jobs,  here  and  abroad. 
And  Bob,  I’m  very  grateful  to  you. 

May  I  also  thank  Bobby  Holt.  Yes,  Mid¬ 
land’s  out  there  somewhere.  [Laughter] 
Holt  is  everywhere,  and  he’s  doing  a  won¬ 
derful  job  as  our  chairman,  our  national 
chairman,  taking  the  role  Bob  Mosbacher 
had  so  successfully  filled  for  us  in  the  previ¬ 
ous  campaign. 

Senator  Phil  Gramm,  I  agree  with  every¬ 
thing  Dan  Quayle  said  about  him.  I  see  him 
in  action.  And  I’ll  tell  you,  when  you  have 
the  minority  in  the  Senate,  when  you  have 
to  play  defense  because  of  the  numbers, 
you  want  a  tenacious  bulldog,  free  thinker, 
enterprising  Senator  at  your  side  like  Phil 
Gramm.  I’m  grateful  to  him  every  single 
day  that  I’m  President. 

I  want  to  thank  Willie  Alexander  for 
being  with  us;  and  Reverend  Claude  Payne, 
my  pastor;  Milo  Hamilton,  of  course;  and 
then  the  Aggies,  the  Texas  A&M  Singing 
Cadets.  I  don’t  know  how  they  can  still  stay 
standing.  This  is  about  a  45-minute  speech. 
Let’s  see  how  they  do  at  the  end  of  this 
one.  [Laughter] 

It’s  great  to  be  back.  Milo,  one  slight  cor¬ 
rection:  You  said  I  said,  “There’s  so-and-so.” 
I  was  looking  at  Red  Adair,  and  I  said, 
“There’s  that  so-and-so.”  [Laughter] 

You  know,  coming  back  here  really  does 
take  you  back  in  a  sense  to  roots.  I  first 
became  active  in  politics  out  in  Odessa  and 
Midland  in  ’52  when  I  headed  the  Eisen- 
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hower-Nixon  campaign,  Barbara  at  my  side. 
In  ’56,  the  same  role.  I  think  it  was  in  that 
year  that  she  and  I  conducted  the  very  first 
primary  that  was  ever  held  in  Midland, 
Texas.  Three  people — some  of  you  have 
heard  this  story;  it  happens  to  be  true — 
three  people  voted  all  day  in  that  precinct: 
Barbara,  me,  and  one  drunk  that  thought 
he  was  going  to  the  Democratic  precinct. 
[Laughter]  And  that’s  the  gospel  truth. 
[Laughter] 

Then,  I  came  down  here  to  Texas,  and 
early  in  the  sixties  I  became  Harris  County 
Republican  chairman.  There,  I  think  more 
than  anyplace,  Barbara  and  I  first  got  a 
taste  of  what  was  to  become  a  way  of  life 
for  us.  The  party  was  small,  very,  very  small 
in  those  days.  And  yet,  the  ideals  and  the 
ideas  were  sound:  Fiscal  sanity;  people  con¬ 
trolling  their  own  destinies  more;  limited 
government;  trust  in  the  people;  a  compas¬ 
sionate,  fair  government;  strong  defense;  a 
country  not  afraid  to  lead.  Those  were  some 
of  the  things  that  brought  us  together  in 
this  tiny  party  matrix  30  years  ago  in  Harris 
County.  And  I  must  say,  those  are  the  same 
ideals  that  both  Dan  and  I  have,  the  same 
ideas  that  we  believe  in.  Thirty  years  later, 
I  still  feel  strongly  about  those  principles 
and  other  fundamental  principles  that  join 
us  here  tonight. 

Lately,  the  opposition  up  there  in  Wash¬ 
ington  says  we  don’t  have  an  agenda.  But 
I’ve  noticed  that  their  agenda  for  Congress 
is  stopping  our  agenda  for  America.  They 
are  old  thinkers,  tired,  old  ideas,  and  all 
they  want  to  do  is  block  the  agenda  that  I 
was  elected  to  perform  on  by  the  American 
people.  And  I’m  a  little  tired  of  it.  You 
work  your  heart  out  for  new  ideas  in  trying 
to  bring  new  systems  to  this  country,  and 
you  face  the  same  old  tired  liberal  cliches  in 
Washington,  DC.  We  are  pro-growth.  We 
are  pro-family:  We  are  a  pro-freedom 
agenda.  And  that  is  our  agenda,  to  build  a 
better  America.  And  I  wish  we  had  more 
people  in  the  Senate  like  Phil  Gramm,  and 
we’d  be  singing  swiftly  ahead,  I’ll  tell  you. 

I  was  privileged  to  work  with  my  dear 
friend  Hugh  Liedtke  and  others  in  starting 
two  or  three  very  small  companies  here  in 
Texas.  And  I  never  forgot,  and  I  never  will 
forget  what  America  owes  to  its  small  busi¬ 
ness  men  and  women.  That’s  one  reason 


that,  for  over  the  last  3  years,  I’ve  fought 
against  policies  that  would  drive  small  busi¬ 
ness  into  the  ground  through  Government 
mandates. 

Every  time  you  turn  around,  you’ve  got 
some  subcommittee  chairman  that’s  been 
there  30  years  trying  to  mandate  new  bene¬ 
fits  and  tell  some  guy  in  Midland  or  Odessa 
how  to  run  his  life.  And  we’re  sick  and  tired 
of  it.  And  next  year,  we’re  going  to  change 
it. 

Dan  Quayle  has  a  committee  trying  to  do 
something  about  overregulation.  And  you 
ought  to  hear  them  squirming  over  there  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  refusing  to 
let  him  get  his  job  done  because  they’re 
thinking  old,  tired  thoughts  that  the  Feder¬ 
al  Government  ought  to  regulate  every 
inch  of  your  life.  And  we’re  tired  of  that 
one,  too. 

Look,  I’ll  be  the  first  to  agree  we  need 
economic  growth  in  this  country.  But  we 
can’t  get  it  if  Congress  keeps  piling  on  man¬ 
dated  benefits,  wonderful  new  programs 
designed  by  a  subcommittee  chairman  in 
Washington,  DC,  telling  everybody  exactly 
how  they’re  going  to  take  their  leave,  what 
they’re  going  to  do  about  helping  people  in 
their  neighborhoods.  This  isn’t  the  way 
America  ought  to  be  operating.  I  get  frus¬ 
trated  at  times,  but  I’ve  got  this  wonderful 
sense  that  we  can  change  that  next  year  by 
taking  our  message  that  the  Congress  has 
been  around  there  too  darn  long,  controlled 
by  the  same  party.  And  it’s  time  to  change 
it. 

Let  me  give  you  an  example,  I’m  just 
getting  warmed  up  because  I  heard  George 
Mitchell  on  the  television  a  few  minutes 
ago.  Now,  let  me  tell  you  something  here. 
[Laughter]  Let  me  talk  to  you  about  an 
issue.  I  don’t  think  there  is  anybody  in  this 
country,  any  fairminded  man  or  woman, 
who  doesn’t  sympathize  with  someone  who 
wants  to  work  and  is  out  of  work.  It’s  very 
easy  to  demagog  on  this  issue.  Nobody  who 
has  one  grain  of  compassion  likes  to  veto  an 
unemployment  compensation  bill.  But 
someone — and  I  think  I  was  the  one  elected 
to  do  this — must  consider  the  welfare  of  all 
the  people  in  this  country. 

So,  let  me  tell  you  what  my  position  is  on 
this  unemployment  compensation.  Number 
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one:  I  want  to  see  the  Democrats  in  the 
Senate  lay  politics  aside  and  help  those 
whose  unemployment  benefits  have  run 
out.  Families  are  hurting  out  there.  And 
I’ve  said  for  months  that  I  want  to  help 
them. 

Secondly,  I  want  a  bill  that,  in  helping 
them,  does  not  burden  every  single  taxpay¬ 
er  in  this  country,  those  that  are  working 
and  those  that  aren’t  working.  I  don’t  want 
to  see  the  budget  agreement  that  Phil 
Gramm  and  others  worked  so  hard  to  get 
into  place,  the  spending  caps  on  it,  the  only 
control  that  you  as  taxpayers  have  on  a 
spendthrift  Congress,  I  don’t  want  to  see  it 
broken.  And  the  only  safeguard  we  have 
against  more  and  more  spending  is  that 
budget  agreement.  Every  time  I  turn 
around,  the  liberal  Democrats  want  to  bust 
the  agreement.  That  would  add  to  the  defi¬ 
cit  and  eventually  add  to  the  tax  burden  of 
present  generations  and  the  debt  burden  of 
future  generations. 

Number  three  on  this  same  subject:  We 
have  a  proposal  before  the  Congress  that 
extends  benefits.  It  lays  aside  all  this  politi¬ 
cal  rhetoric  that  you  hear  from  these 
Democrats  and  gets  the  checks  in  the  mail 
to  those  families  that  are  hurting  and  does 
it  within  the  budget  agreement.  Bob  Dole 
proposed  that  weeks  ago.  But  the  Demo¬ 
crats  want  to  ram  it  down  my  ear  in  a 
political  victory,  and  I’m  going  to  veto  their 
bill  if  they  send  it  down  in  a  way  that’s 
going  to  bust  this  budget  again.  Now,  they 
can  mark  that  one  down. 

I  think  it’s  a  crying  shame  to  play  politics 
when  people  are  hurting  in  this  country.  I 
really  believe  that.  And  they  can  get  a  bill 
signed  by  me  tomorrow  if  they  get  going 
and  send  something  down  that  lives  within 
the  budget  agreement  that  we  all  agreed 
to,  that  they  themselves  agreed  to.  You  tell 
me  who’s  playing  politics  with  that  issue 
when  people  are  hurting  in  this  country. 

It’s  not  all  negative.  At  times,  we’re  able 
to  persuade.  I  remember  how  Lyndon  used 
to  talk:  ‘‘Come  reason  with  me.”  Wrench 
the  guy’s  arm  out  of  his  socket.  [Laughter] 
And  he  was  working  with  control  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Congress.  I  don’t  know  how 
he’d  do  it  today. 

But  sometimes  we  are  able  to  persuade 
the  opposition  to  cooperate,  to  join  with  us. 


I’ve  reached  out  to  the  Congress.  I  don’t 
believe  there’s  a  person  in  America  that 
thinks  I  haven’t  reached  out  to  the  Con¬ 
gress,  not  always  in  a  kind  and  gentle  way 
but  always  reached  out  to  the  Congress, 
trying  to  get  something  done  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  and  do  it  in  a  manner  I  was 
elected  to  do  it.  I  was  the  one  that  was 
elected,  Dan  Quayle  and  I  were  the  ones 
that  were  elected  by  all  the  people  in  this 
country.  And  the  Senators  have  their  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  Of  course  they  do.  But  I  think 
I  have  a  responsibility  to  perform  on  what  I 
told  the  people  3  years  ago  that  I  would  do. 

We  did  get  the  Clean  Air  Act  through: 
compromise,  good,  fair  negotiation  with  the 
Democrats,  amendments  that  employ  free- 
market  incentives  and  really  do  help  the 
environment.  We  advanced  the  cause  of 
property  rights  and  home  ownership  with 
this  HOPE,  this  home  ownership  initiative. 
We’re  broken  down  the  barriers  to  employ¬ 
ment  of  43  million  Americans  with  our 
landmark  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act, 
which  I  was  very  proud,  emotional  in  sign¬ 
ing  last  year  on  the  South  Lawn  of  the 
White  House. 

Other  times  we  can  do  some  positive 
things  on  our  own.  Just  last  week,  I  signed 
an  Executive  order  to  take  the  first  steps  in 
reforming  our  legal  system.  Dan  Quayle’s 
committee  came  up  with  some  very  sound 
recommendations,  and  I  was  proud  to  in¬ 
corporate  them  into  an  Executive  order. 
We’re  trying,  frankly,  to  put  an  end  to  some 
of  these  outrageous  lawsuits  and  monstrous 
settlements  that  scare  every  small  business¬ 
man,  every  doctor,  and  everybody  else  in 
this  country  to  death. 

There’s  only  so  much  of  it  we  can  do  with 
Executive  orders.  We  need  liability  reform 
legislation.  And  yet,  that  legislation  is  bot¬ 
tled  up  by  these  people  I’m  saying  tonight 
are  old  thinkers.  They  just  don’t  want  to 
take  on  the  pressure  groups,  the  lobbies, 
the  tough  constituents  that  come  together 
and  try  to  get  for  the  few  that  which  the 
many  are  denied. 

Americans  want  liability  reform.  And  I’d 
like  to  see  the  Congress  move  out  now  and 
do  something  about  it.  Dan  Quayle  has 
been  out  there  on  the  cutting  edge  of  this, 
and  I  am  100  percent  behind  him. 
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And  I  might  say  that  he's  touched — he 
referred  to  it — touched  a  sore  spot  with 
some  of  the  members  of  the  ABA,  the 
American  Bar  Association,  when  he  called 
for  legal  reform.  But  he  touched  a  nerve 
with  a  whole  lot  more  everyday  Americans 
who  just  plain  stood  up  and  cheered.  He’s 
done  a  great  job  on  it,  and  I  am  very  proud 
to  have  him  by  my  side  on  this  issue  and  all 
the  other  issues  we’re  talking  about  here 
tonight. 

The  Senate  did  a  good  job  in  a  bipartisan 
manner  on  the  crime  bill.  But  then  it  goes 
over  to  the  House,  and  some  of  these  old 
thinkers  I’m  telling  you  about  are  denying 
the  changes  that  the  American  people  so 
clearly  spoke  about  in  the  Presidential  elec¬ 
tions  of  1988. 

You  talk  about  these  incentives  to  get 
jobs — we’ve  got  some  incentive  in  a  trans¬ 
portation  bill,  a  job-heavy  transportation  bill 
and  yet  a  good  one.  We  beat  back  some  bad 
legislation.  We’ve  got  a  good  one  there.  In 
the  State  of  the  Union  Message,  I  said  to 
Congress,  “Hey,  how  about  passing  a  trans¬ 
portation  bill  in  100  days?”  That  was  241 
days  ago,  and  they  haven’t  got  it  down  to 
my  desk  to  be  signed  yet.  I  think  the 
people  are  tired  of  this  kind  of  old  thinking, 
old  politics. 

One  area  where  we  don’t  need  a  lot  of 
legislation,  need  some  but  not  a  lot,  is  in 
education.  We  have  an  initiative  called 
America  2000,  a  concept  designed  to  literal¬ 
ly  revolutionize  our  schools.  Lamar  Alexan¬ 
der,  David  Kearns,  coming  together  as  a 
fantastic  team  there,  rethinking,  working 
with  Governors,  Democrats,  Republicans 
alike,  to  redefine  what  we  need  to  achieve 
educational  excellence. 

„  And  you  talk  about  an  exciting  concept, 
one  that’s  gathering  momentum  and  excite¬ 
ment  around  the  country,  it’s  that  one.  And 
fortunately,  we  don’t  need  a  lot  of  legisla¬ 
tion  because  one  of  the  key  education  com¬ 
mittees  that  you  have  to  go  to  is  tired. 
Think  how  much  money  are  we  going  to 
spend  for  this,  how  much  money  are  we 
going  to  spend  for  that,  programs  that  have 
failed. 

It’s  not  a  question  of  money.  It’s  not  a 
question  of  that.  We  spent  $190  billion  in 
1980  on  education.  We  spend  $400  billion 
today,  and  we’re  way  back  in  the  tail  end  of 


education  around  the  world.  It  isn’t  good 
enough.  And  we’ve  got  to  think  anew.  Give 
me  more  Senators  like  Phil,  and  give  me 
more  Congressmen  like  Bill  Archer,  and  by 
golly,  you’ll  see  the  change  in  education 
that  the  American  people  want. 

You  hear  about  consumer  confidence. 
Yes,  there’s  a  lack  of  confidence.  And  one 
thing  that  would  change  it  right  now  is 
sound,  forward-looking  banking  reform  leg¬ 
islation.  And  we’ve  got  those  proposals,  and 
they’ve  been  gutted  by  partisan  infighting. 
How  I  long  for  a  Congress  where  we  can  at 
least  take  the  offense  on  these  important 
issues. 

One  subject  that  many  of  you  know  an 
awful  lot  about  in  this  room,  a  national 
energy  strategy.  We  need  that  from  the 
Congress.  It  would  mean  jobs.  It  would 
mean  increased  production,  and  it  would 
mean  less  dependence  on  foreign  oil  for  our 
energy  requirements. 

And  I  am  going  to  continue  to  support 
environmentally  responsive  access  to 
ANWR,  the  Alaskan  refuge,  for  energy  pro¬ 
duction.  We  need  it.  And  if  you’re  worried 
about  caribou,  take  a  look  at  the  arguments 
that  were  used  about  the  pipeline.  They’d 
say  the  caribou  would  be  extinct.  You’ve 
got  to  shake  them  away  with  a  stick. 
They’re  all  making  love  lying  up  against  the 
pipeline.  And  you’ve  got  thousands  of  cari¬ 
bou  up  there.  And  yet  the  same  voices,  the 
same  voices  are  arguing  against  ANWR 
today.  I  mean,  come  on.  [Laughter] 

I  want  to  see  us  reduce  our  reliance  on 
foreign  oil.  And  we  can  if  we  pass  an 
energy  bill,  one  like  the  one  that  came  out 
of  Senator  Bennett  Johnston’s — good  Demo¬ 
crat  on  this  issue — and  Senator  Malcolm 
Wallop,  came  out  of  their  committee. 

You  know,  we  hear  a  lot  about  economic 
growth.  I’ve  called  for  economic  growth  ini¬ 
tiatives  in  three  State  of  the  Union  Mes¬ 
sages.  And  a  part  of  that,  one  part  of  the 
economic  growth,  was  a  capital  gains  tax 
cut.  So,  what  happens  in  Washington,  DC? 
They  jump  up  and  down  and  scream,  “This 
is  a  tax  cut  for  the  rich.”  Let  me  tell  you, 
I’ll  make  them  a  proposal  right  here  to¬ 
night.  I  will  take  all  the  political  heat  that 
they  can  muster.  Whatever  country,  howev¬ 
er  much  demagoguery  they  can  bring  to 
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bear  on  that  issue,  I’ll  take  that  heat  if  they 
will  give  this  capital  gains  cut  a  chance, 
because  it  will  create  jobs  and  get  America 
back  to  work  again.  And  it  is  not  a  tax  cut 
for  the  rich.  It  is  a  jobs  measure,  a  small- 
business-creation  measure,  a  shot-in-the- 
arm-for-a-sluggish-economy  measure. 

History  has  already  shown  that  it  does  not 
add  to  the  deficit.  The  Treasury  scores  it  as 
a  plus,  not  a  minus.  It  reduces  the  deficit. 
So,  let  the  opposition  carry  on  all  they 
want.  We’ve  all  heard  it  before — good  heav¬ 
ens,  I’m  67,  I’ve  heard  it  for  a  thousand 
years — “tax  cut  for  the  rich,  breaks  for  the 
rich.”  Let’s  try  something  a  little  bit  differ¬ 
ent  than  the  mandated  programs  from 
Washington  that  offer  people  a  lack  of  dig¬ 
nity  and  a  lack  of  hope.  And  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  give  the  Americans  a  break.  Give 
them  some  jobs.  Get  going  with  our  motiva¬ 
tion  package. 

Finally,  it’s  time  we  got  rid  of  a  practice 
where  a  privileged  few  stand  outside  the 
law,  where  attending  to  the  national  inter¬ 
est  takes  a  back  seat  to  serving  the  special 
interests.  And  very  frankly,  it’s  time  that 
the  United  States  Congress  started  follow¬ 
ing  the  laws  it  imposes  on  every  citizen  in 
this  country. 

I  gave  the  Congress  a  gentle  nudge  on 
this  the  other  day,  pointing  out  that  with  all 
the  pious  cries  during  those  Thomas  hear¬ 
ings,  Congress,  now,  get  this,  has  exempted 
itself  from  sexual  harassment  laws.  Word  of 
honor.  Yesterday  the  Senate  did  take  one 
step  to  put  itself  under  the  same  laws  that 
the  rest  of  the  people  have  to  obey.  But 
that’s  just  not  enough.  It’s  time  that  those 
who  make  the  laws,  live  by  the  laws  that 
they  make  others  live  by.  Now,  that  is  fair- 
play,  and  it’s  long  overdue. 

And  speaking  of  Clarence  Thomas,  I  am 
delighted  that  he’s  on  the  Supreme  Court. 
Men  supported  him  overwhelmingly. 
Women  supported  him  overwhelmingly. 
Blacks  supported  him  overwhelmingly.  But 
the  liberals  in  the  Senate  didn’t  support 
him  at  all.  And  I’m  glad  that  the  people 
won  out  on  that  one. 

When  I  hear  the  critics  in  Congress  argu¬ 
ing  about  our  priorities,  foreign  policy  or 
domestic  policy,  I  wonder  where  their  pri¬ 
orities  are.  The  “global  marketplace”  isn’t 
off  in  Europe  or  Asia  or  in  Africa.  It’s  right 


here  in  our  neighborhoods,  in  our  business¬ 
es,  in  our  schools.  Take  a  look  at  our  North 
American  free  trade  agreement.  It  will 
have  a  monumental  effect  on  the  quality  of 
life  here  in  the  United  States  over  the  next 
decade. 

We’re  not  doing  this  to  be  nice  to  Mexico. 
We’re  doing  it  because  it  is  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  the  workers  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  Every  billion  dol¬ 
lars  in  new  trade  means  20,000  more  jobs. 
A  better  educated  work  force  means  higher 
quality  products,  which  means  more  eco¬ 
nomic  growth.  The  cycle  continues,  and 
growth  means  more  jobs,  more  opportunity 
for  everyone. 

But  the  world  beyond  our  borders  affects 
us  in  other  ways.  And  we’ve  got  to  make  a 
choice:  Do  we  meet  its  challenges,  or  do  we 
fall  behind? 

And  yes,  since  I’ve  been  President,  we 
have  been  called  upon  to  meet  one  crucial 
challenge  after  another.  And  meet  them  we 
did,  each  and  every  one.  From  Eastern 
Europe  to  Panama,  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  to 
dealing  with  the  Soviet  Union  as  history  un¬ 
folds  before  your  very  eyes,  in  all  of  these, 
it  is  America  that  stands  as  a  beacon  of 
freedom  throughout  the  world.  And  our 
prestige  around  the  world  has  never  been 
higher  than  it  is  today. 

I’m  still  on  Madrid  daylight  saving,  or 
something.  My  eyes  kind  of — because  yes¬ 
terday  I  was  in  Madrid,  and  I  helped  open 
that  Middle  East  peace  conference  in 
Madrid.  But  over  there,  I  made  a  terrible 
mistake.  I  flipped  on  CNN,  and  I  say  that 
with  respect  to  CNN  guys  down  here.  But  I 
turned  it  on,  and  I  saw  one  of  the  Demo¬ 
crat  leaders,  one  of  the  elected  Democrat 
leaders  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
attack  me  for  being  at  that  historic  confer¬ 
ence.  I  could  not  believe  the  small-bore 
nature  of  that  partisan  criticism.  Here  you 
have  a  historic  peace  conference.  You’re 
bringing  together  people  that  have  been 
hostile  and  wouldn’t  even  have  been  in  the 
same  room  at  any  time  in  their  history.  And 
this  guy  gets  on  and  says  I  shouldn’t  be  in 
Madrid  for  36  hours. 

Come  on.  We  have  a  responsibility  here.  I 
have  a  responsibility  to  lead,  and  I’m  not 
going  to  let  Democratic,  liberal  carping 
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keep  me  from  leading. 

Let  me  put  it  to  you  so  you  can  under¬ 
stand  it.  Let  me  put  it  in  Red  Adair’s  terms: 
If  I’d  have  had  to  let  Ted  Kennedy  tell  me 
whether  I  could  move  a  quarter  of  a  million 
troops  to  the  Middle  East  or  let  Schwarz¬ 
kopf  move  from  St.  Petersburg  or  Tampa  to 
Saudi  Arabia,  Schwarzkopf  would  still  be 
there.  The  troops  would  still  be  there,  and 
Saddam  Hussein  would  still  be  in  Kuwait, 
maybe  moving  into  Saudi  Arabia.  That’s 
what  was  at  stake.  And  thank  God,  I  didn’t 
have  to  listen  to  these  carpers  telling  me 
how  to  run  that  war. 

I’m  getting  warmed  up  for  next  year. 
[Laughter]  I  told  them  I  was  not  going  to 
do  this  until  about  March  or  April  of  next 
year.  [Laughter]  But  they  get  under  your 
skin  for  a  while.  I’ve  reached  out  to  this 
Congress.  [Laughter]  I  really  have  tried. 
And  I’m  getting  sick  and  tired,  as  the  Con¬ 
gress  winds  up,  of  this  partisan,  liberal  criti¬ 
cism.  I  can’t  wait  now  to  roll  up  my  sleeves 
and  become  a  candidate.  [Laughter] 

My  point  is  simply  this:  We  live  in  an 
integrated  world.  And  in  that  world,  you 
can’t  neatly  divide  foreign  policy  from  do¬ 
mestic  policy.  When  I  talk  with  foreign 
leaders  about  new  markets  for  American 
products,  is  it  foreign  policy  or  domestic? 
When  I  meet  with  groups  of  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  leaders,  as  I  did  in  Cartagena,  to  help 
try  to  keep  drugs  out  of  America’s  schools 
and  neighborhoods,  is  that  foreign  policy  or 
is  that  domestic  policy?  When  Desert  Storm 
reignited  Americans’  faith  in  themselves, 
was  that  just  foreign  policy? 

No.  It  demonstrated  our  special  role  as 
the  world’s  preeminent  moral,  political, 
economic,  and  military  power.  The  pride 
that  we  felt  in  our  fighting  men  and  women 
and  in  ourselves  shouldn’t  be  trivialized  as 
something  “foreign.” 

Anyone  who  says  we  should  retreat  into 
an  isolationistic  cocoon  is  living  in  the  last 
century,  when  we  should  be  focusing  on  the 
next  century  and  the  life  that  our  kids  can 
have  in  that  next  century.  They  should 


know  that  America’s  destiny  has  always 
been  to  lead.  And  if  I  have  anything  to  do 
with  it,  lead  we  will. 

I’ll  tell  you,  yes,  there  are  plenty  of  real 
problems  out  there  all  across  our  country. 
They’re  human  problems  where  real 
people,  real  lives  are  at  stake.  Dan  talked 
about  the  family,  where  families  are  ripped 
asunder.  Tons  of  problems  out  there.  But 
we  are  going  to  prevail  because  I  firmly 
believe  that  the  American  spirit  is  alive  and 
well. 

In  Texas  or  in  Washington,  I  know  we’ll 
keep  up  the  fight.  And  we  will  hold  as  our 
banner  the  frontier  resolve  and  the  com- 
monsense  ideals  of  those  early  Texans  who 
built  our  great  State.  I  am  absolutely  con¬ 
vinced,  no  matter  what  the  obstacles  we 
face  in  a  partisan  nature,  that  we  can  do 
something  for  the  kids,  that  we  can  build  a 
better  America. 

So,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  being  here 
with  us  tonight.  It  means  a  great  deal  in 
many,  many  more  ways  than  I  can  possibly 
tell  you  for  Barbara  and  me  to  start  this 
journey,  this  fundraising  journey,  right  here 
where  we  feel  what  Bob  talked  about,  a 
sense  of  love  and  warmth  and  friendship. 
That  means  an  awful  lot,  whether  you’re 
President  of  the  United  States  or  still  living 
around  the  corner. 

Thank  you,  and  God  bless  each  and  every 
one  of  you.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:01  p.m.  at 
the  Sheraton  Astrodome  Hotel.  In  his  re¬ 
marks,  he  referred  to  Robert  Cruikshank, 
dinner  chairman;  Willie  Alexander,  former 
Houston  Oilers  football  player;  Reverend 
Claude  Payne,  rector  of  St.  Martins  Episco¬ 
pal  Church;  Milo  Hamilton,  dinner  emcee; 
Red  Adair,  oilwell  firefighter;  Senators 
George  J.  Mitchell,  Robert  Dole  and 
Edward  M.  Kennedy;  Secretary  of  Educa¬ 
tion  Lamar  Alexander;  and  David  T. 
Kearns,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Education.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 
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Interview  With  Ron  Stone  of  KPRC-TV  in  Houston,  Texas 
November  1,  1991 


The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  made  a  stemwinder 
of  a  speech  last  night.  Let  me  go  over  some 
of  those  points. 

The  President  Please. 

Q.  So  you  can  say  again  what  you  said 
then  or  clarify  some  things  for  me.  A  major¬ 
ity  of  the  people  according  to  polls  think 
the  economy  is  just  going  the  wrong  way. 

The  President  I  know  it,  and  I’m  con¬ 
cerned  about  it.  The  irony  is  it’s  doing 
somewhat  better  than  most  people  think, 
but  still  a  lot  of  people  are  hurting.  I’m  sure 
they  saw  and  you  saw  the  recovery  figures 
or  the  third-quarter  figures  that  showed 
slow  but  reasonable  growth.  And  yet,  when 
people  are  being  laid  off  or  worrying  about 
their  jobs,  these  numbers  don’t  mean  any¬ 
thing.  And  what  we’ve  got  to  do  is  to  try  to 
take  the  kinds  of  action  that  will  create 
jobs. 

So,  I’m  concerned  about  it.  But  as  we 
move  into  a  political  year,  maybe  we  can 
get  more  done.  I  feel  frustrated,  and  what 
we’ve  tried  to  do,  it  gets  blocked. 

Domestic  and  Foreign  Policy  Interaction 

Q.  Some  of  the  people  questioned  in  the 
polls  believe  you’re  not  paying  enough  at¬ 
tention  to  the  economy. 

The  President  I  hear  that.  I  think  if  you 
ask  them  the  question,  “Well,  did  we  prop¬ 
erly  engage  Saddam  Hussein?”  they’d  say, 
“Yes,”  or  “Do  you  think  it’s  worth  working 
for  peace  in  the  Middle  East?”  they’d  say, 
“Yes.”  But  when  a  person  is  hurting  and 
they  worry  about  their  families  eating  and 
whether  they  have  a  job  the  next  day,  I  can 
understand  that.  I  also  made  the  point  last 
night,  though,  that  these  things  are  interac¬ 
tive.  For  example,  our  relationship  with 
Mexico  and  our  working  on  a  free  trade 
agreement  will  mean  jobs  for  the  American 
people. 

Now,  I  took  on  the  labor  unions  on  that. 
They  have  a  different  view.  They  think  it 
will  cost  jobs.  But  it’s  job  important.  When 
we’re  talking  now  about  getting  a  trade 
agreement,  we’re  talking  employment; 


we’re  talking  more  prosperity  for  the  work¬ 
ers  in  Texas;  we’re  talking  about  better  en¬ 
vironmental  conditions  on  our  border.  And 
these  are  domestic  issues,  but  they  inter¬ 
lock. 

Similarly,  I  think  the  peace  issues,  wher¬ 
ever  they  are,  whether  it’s  an  altered  Soviet 
Union  or  a  more  peaceful  Middle  East, 
eventually,  that  will  mean  far  less  security 
requirements  for  the  United  States. 

So,  I  see  the  world  as  interlocking.  And  in 
this  communication  age,  the  way  capital 
travels  around  the  world,  in  this  instant- 
communications  age,  foreign  affairs  are  do¬ 
mestic  affairs. 

But  again,  the  opposition  is  jumping  on 
me  for  political  reasons  and  saying,  “Well,  I 
spend  too  much  time  on  that.”  And  then  it 
gets  harped  on,  and  people  pick  it  up.  I 
don’t  agree  with  it,  and  I’m  not  going  to 
change  my  schedule,  incidentally.  I’m  going 
to  do  what  I  have  to  do  to  guarantee  to  the 
people  peace  and  the  national  security  in¬ 
terests  of  this  country. 

But  again,  I  have  to  look  and  say,  Ron, 
“Am  I  thinking  about  this  right?”  Some  guy 
in  Detroit  being  put  out  of  a  job,  someone 
in  Dallas,  his  firm  having  to  lay  off,  I  can’t 
ask  him  to  think  of  my  being  in  Madrid  is 
good.  But  I’ve  got  to  keep  it  in  focus  be¬ 
cause  I  have  the  responsibility  for  the  na¬ 
tional  security  and  for  world  peace. 

Relations  with  Congress 

Q.  Well,  in  all  fairness,  Congress  doesn’t 
get  very  good  grades  either  from  the  Amer¬ 
ican  public. 

The  President  They  get  worse  than  I  do, 
which  is — they  merit  that  in  my  view,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Democrat  liberals  that  control 
it. 

You  know,  what  I  had  fun  with  last 
night — because  I’ve  been  standing  there 
like  a  placid  punching  bag,  saying  to  myself, 
“What  I  want  to  do  is  get  something  done 
for  the  men  and  women  of  this  country.” 
And  to  do  that  when  the  other  party  con¬ 
trols  Congress,  you  have  to  compromise; 
you  have  to  give  or  take.  But  you  have  to 
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lead  sometimes  through  vetoing.  And  I’ve 
been  kind  of  a  shock  absorber  for  highly 
partisan  criticism. 

And  I’m  not  going  to  do  that  anymore. 
I’m  going  to  say  when  a  guy  takes  me  on  in 
a  demagogic  way,  I’m  going  to  hit  him  right 
back.  And  I’m  going  to  be  doing  it  more 
and  more.  I  still  have  to  work  with  Con¬ 
gress.  But  we’ve  had  a  good  record  on  get¬ 
ting  things  through,  but  we  need  to  do  a  lot 
more  now.  And  I’m  not  going  to  sit  here 
and  let  them  alter  the  facts  by  these  per¬ 
sonal  attacks. 

I  mentioned  one  little  guy,  that’s  the 
leader  in  the  Democratic  side  in  the  House, 
criticizing  me  for  being  in  Madrid,  Spain, 
for  I  think  it  was  36  hours  in  a  peace  con¬ 
ference  that  is  historic,  something  nobody 
in  the  world  would  dream  we  could  bring 
these  people.  And  this  little  guy  jumps  up 
and  “He  shouldn’t  be  there.  He  ought  to  be 
here.”  They  ought  to  go  home.  The  Con¬ 
gress  ought  to  adjourn,  and  then  that  would 
help  the  American  people  more.  And  let  us 
do  what  I  was  elected  to  do. 

The  Economy 

Q.  I  don’t  pretend  to  understand  Wash¬ 
ington,  but  the  buzzword  up  there  seems  to 
be  somehow,  a  “jump  start”  for  the  econo¬ 
my. 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  that? 

The  President  What  I  think  people  are 
talking  about,  they  share  the  concern  I  have 
about  people  that  are  out  of  work.  And  so, 
they’re  trying  to  see,  is  there  something  the 
Federal  Government  can  do  quickly,  like  a 
quick  tax  cut  or  a  quick  fix  on  a  jobs  bill 
that  will  “jump  start”  the  economy?  I  don’t 
believe  that’s  possible  if  the  price  tag  is 
higher  taxes  because  of  breaking  the  so- 
called  caps  on  the  budget  agreement. 

I  think  we’ve  spent  way  too  much  Feder¬ 
al  money.  I  think  the  Federal  Government 
intervenes  far  too  much  in  our  lives.  And 
so,  I  want  to  hold  the  line  on  that.  But  I 
think  that’s  what  people  are  talking  about. 

And  the  irony  is,  I  have  proposed  growth 
programs,  some  popular,  some  not,  in  three 
State  of  the  Union  Messages.  But  the  Demo¬ 
crats  have  a  different  philosophy.  Not  guys 
like  Lloyd  Bentsen  or  some  of  our  Con¬ 
gressmen  and  stuff  but  the  people  that  con¬ 


trol  the  machinery  up  there.  They’re  the 
old  thinkers.  So,  we  have  a  certain  price 
you  pay  for  divided  Government. 

Tax  Cuts 

Q.  You  mentioned  tax  cut,  and  we  hear 
more  and  more  talk  about  that.  In  all  prob¬ 
ability,  that’s  going  to  be  the  big  debate 
that’s  going  on  next  year  during  the  cam¬ 
paign,  is  it  not? 

The  President  Well,  it  depends  how  the 
economy  is.  I  think,  if  you  can  say,  “Let’s 
just  cut  taxes,”  and  then  let  your  voice  trail 
off  so  you  don’t  say,  “Let’s  increase  the  defi¬ 
cit,”  that  might  be  all  right.  I  have  pro¬ 
posed  a  package  of  growth  measures  includ¬ 
ing  IRA’s  and  capital  gains  that  actually 
would  bring  in  revenue  by  stimulative  tax 
cuts.  Now,  the  Democrats  elect  to  call  cap¬ 
ital  gains  a  tax  for  the  rich.  I  think  if  you 
look  at  1978  and  the  Steiger  bill,  you’d  see 
that  it  increases  jobs.  And  that’s  what  I’m 
interested  in:  The  working  men  and  women 
having  a  job  with  dignity  in  the  private 
sector. 

Domestic  Policy 

Q.  I  don’t  suppose  anybody  ever  asked 
you  a  simplistic  kind  of  question.  So,  I’ll  ask 
you  one  right  here. 

The  President  Go  ahead. 

Q.  The  question  is,  if  the  cold  war  is  over, 
why  can’t  we  take  all  that  money  we  were 
spending  there  to  help  the  folks  at  home? 

The  President  I  think  you  can  take  some 
of  it  to  help  the  folks  at  home.  First  place, 
when  the  Government  man  comes  along 
and  says,  “I  want  to  help  you,”  watch  your 
wallet.  Be  careful.  Because  when  the  Con¬ 
gress  says,  “I  want  to  help  you,”  that  means 
they  want  to  mandate;  they  want  to  tell 
you,  whether  you’re  in  school,  whether 
you’re  in  a  factory,  whether  you’re  in  your 
home,  exactly  how  you  want  to  live  your 
lives  and  run  your  business  if  you  want 
“Federal”  money.  It’s  the  taxpayers’  money. 

So,  I  don’t  think  that  there’s  any  quick  fix 
on  all  of  this.  And  frankly,  I  think  there’s 
some  reason  to  believe  that  the  Democrats, 
my  view  is — let  me  start  this  way:  I  think 
it’s  a  sorry  thing  when  the  only  way  some¬ 
body  thinks  he  can  be  elected  is  to  say  how 
bad  everything  is  in  the  country  or  to  hope 
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that  it  will  get  worse  so  he  can  win.  And  it’s 
a  sad  kind  of  a  negative  approach.  And  I’m 
much  more  of  a  positive  person  than  that, 
and  we’ll  just  keep  on  trying. 

Q.  As  I  was  driving  over  here  this  morn¬ 
ing,  I  thought  back  to  a  time  longer  ago 
than  either  of  us  would  like  to  think  about 
when  you  ran  for  Congress,  and  we  talked 
after  you  had  won  the  first  time.  And  I  said, 
“Why  in  the  world  would  you  want  to  do 
this?  You  know,  you’ve  got  a  good  job. 
You’ve  got  a  lot  of  money.  Why  do  this?” 
You  said,  “I  think  people  who  can,  ought  to 
try  to  make  a  difference,  ought  to  make  the 
Government  work.”  Now  all  these  years 
later  when  you’ve  got  the  best  job  there  is, 
can  you  really  make  the  Government  work? 

The  President.  I  think  we’ve  made  a  dif¬ 
ference.  I  think  we’ve  made  a  marvelous 
difference  in  the  feeling  in  this  country 
about  our  own  national  pride.  And  that’s 
broad  scale,  broad-brushed,  and  I  think 
what  happened  in  the  Gulf  after  the  mal¬ 
aise  days  of  Vietnam  really  inspired,  way 
beyond  party,  the  American  people.  And  I 
can  take  some  satisfaction  from  that. 

On  the  domestic  issues,  like  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  health  care  and  medicine  and 
education  and  crime,  I  think  we  can  make  a 
difference.  But  the  problem  I’m  facing  is, 
I’m  up  against  the  liberal  Democrats  that 
control  Congress  who  have  a  very  different 
philosophy.  But,  yes,  I  still  feel  that  emotion 


that  I  felt.  You  were  nice  to  mention  the 
Congress  because  you  also  talked  with  me 
after  I  lost  my  first  race.  [Laughter] 

Q.  No,  we  won’t  mention  that. 

Redskins  vs.  Oilers 

Q.  I  only  have  time  for  one  more  ques¬ 
tion  and  it’s  the  most  important  one.  And 
everybody  wants  to  know  who  you’re  going 
to  pull  for  in  the  Washington-Oiler  game 
this  weekend? 

The  President.  You  want  a  good,  a  straight 
answer  or  a  political  answer? 

Q.  Well,  we’ll  try  both. 

The  President.  All  right,  let  me  give  you  a 
combination.  I  love  Joe  Gibbs  of  the  Red¬ 
skins.  I  know  him.  He  does  wonderful 
things  for  youth.  But  I’m  for  the  Oilers. 
And  I  talked  to  Jack  Pardee  a  few  minutes 
ago  and  told  him  I  was  rooting  for  him,  told 
him  I  hope  he’d  come  by  the  White  House 
on  this  visit  because  Barbara  and  I  will  be 
back  there  Sunday,  and  sent  my  best  to 
Warren  Moon,  also  a  friend  and  guy  of 
whom  I  share  the  same  pride  in  him  every¬ 
body  does.  But  no,  put  me  down  in  the 
Oilers  column.  And  I’ll  have  to  get  up 
quickly  and  explain  it  to  Gibbs.  I  may  catch 
a  little  hell  in  Washington,  but  look  this  is 
my  home,  and  that’s  who  I’m  for. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  9:35  a.m.  in 
the  Houstonian  Hotel 


Interview  With  Sylvan  Rodriguez  of  KHOU-TV  in  Houston,  Texas 

November  1,  1991 


Anticrime  Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  congratulations  on  the 
progress  being  made  in  Madrid  and  the 
peace  talks  over  there.  But  as  you  talk 
about  a  kinder,  gentler  Nation,  it’s  difficult 
for  Houstonians  who  are  being  robbed  at 
Randall’s  to  relate  to  that.  What  can  you  do 
as  President  to  make  the  streets  safer  right 
here  in  Houston,  your  hometown? 

The  President.  Sylvan,  there’s  not  too 
much  a  President  can  do,  but  there  are 
some  big  things  a  President  can  do  if  he  can 


get  cooperation. 

You  see,  there’s  two  schools  of  thought: 
One,  we  need  to  worry  a  little  more  about 
the  criminals  and  their  rights  and  soften  the 
criminal  anticrime  legislation,  hoping  that 
you  can  rehabilitate;  and  there’s  another 
school  of  thought,  which  is  mine,  and  that  is 
that  we  need  to  be  tougher  on  crime. 

We  have  a  crime  bill  before  the  Congress 
that  does  exactly  that:  Reviews  the  exclu¬ 
sionary  rule,  protects  the  police  more,  re¬ 
views  the  habeas  corpus  rule,  cracks  the 
death  penalty  on  those  who  create  the  most 
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heinous  of  crimes.  And  we’ve  got  a  philo¬ 
sophical  difference,  particularly  in  the 
House.  The  Senate  Democrats  and  Republi¬ 
cans  have  come  together  for  a  good  bill.  So, 
my  answer:  Help  us  pass  our  anticrime  leg¬ 
islation. 

And  then,  of  course,  a  lot  of  it  has  to  be 
done  through  the  police  at  the  local  level. 
And  I  think  our  police  chief  here  is  trying 
very  hard.  She’s  good,  and  she’s  working  on 
it.  But  these  policemen  that  are  out  on  the 
beat  need  help,  and  that’s  what  we’re 
trying  to  give  them  through  our  anti-crime 
legislation. 

But  we’re  caught  in  a  philosophical 
debate.  The  most  liberal  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  simply  think  I’m  on  the  wrong  track, 
and  I  think  they’ve  been  proved  wrong.  We 
may  get  one  this  year,  incidentally.  I  hope 
so. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  a  little  bit  about  the 
economy  here. 

The  President  Fire  away. 

Q.  Here  in  Houston  we’ve  been  rocked 
by  layoffs:  Compaq  let  go  some  1,400  folks; 
Transco  yesterday  announced  500  folks 
being  laid  off;  Halliburton;  Tenneco.  The 
evidence  here  in  Houston  is  pointing  to  a 
recession.  What  can  you  tell  those  folks  who 
are  out  of  work? 

The  President  I’d  tell  them  that,  “Look 
over  your  shoulder  and  recognize  that  in 
spite  of  the  hurt  today  we’ve  come  a  long 
way  in  Houston.”  I  think  about  a  few  years 
ago  when  we  were  going  through  the  same 
credit  and  financial  institution  problems 
that  some  of  the  rest  of  the  country  is  now. 

I’d  also  tell  them  that  what  we  need  to  do 
in  Washington  to  assist  is  to  have  a  growing 
economy  with  less  regulation,  with  a  new 
banking  reform  bill,  with  a  transportation 
bill  that  creates  instant  jobs.  I  happen  to 
believe  a  capital  gains  cut  would  stimulate 
more  Compaqs,  companies  being  started; 
would  stimulate  jobs  in  small  business  that 
present  80  percent  or  85  percent  of  the 
jobs  in  this  country.  So,  we’ve  got  good  pro¬ 
grams,  but  again,  I’m  in  a  fight  with  the 
Congress. 

I  also  think  there  is  this  one  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefits.  And  where  unemployment 
benefits  have  given  out,  I  want  to  see  that 


the  checks  start  coming  again.  But  I  don’t 
want  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  burdens  every¬ 
body  that  is  working  or  people  that  are  out 
of  work  and  are  paying  taxes. 

So  they  ought  to  lay  politics  aside.  And 
the  Democratic  leader  in  the  Senate  was 
reported  in  the  paper  today  to  be  holding 
out  against  the  other  Democrats  who  want 
to  do  what  I  want  done.  He  wants  to,  as  I 
said  last  night,  “Stick  it  up  my  ear.”  I  was 
trying  to  think  exactly  how  to  phrase  that, 
but — [ laughter ] — this  isn’t  any  time  for  poli¬ 
tics.  People  are  hurting,  and  I  want  to  send 
them  the  checks.  But  I  also  want  to  protect 
the  rest  of  this  country  by  not  busting  the 
budget  agreement  and  adding  to  the  defi¬ 
cit. 

Q.  A  lot  of  folks  are  hurting  here  in  Hous¬ 
ton  because  of  these  layoffs.  Can  you  give 
them  an  idea  as  to  how  long  that’s  going  to 
last,  how  long  the  recession - 

The  President  No,  but  I — well,  let  me  try 
to  put — I  don’t  want  to  be  kind  of  a  cheer¬ 
leader.  I  don’t  want  to  be  a  rosy-scenario 
man.  In  the  first  place,  and  this  is  no  help 
to  somebody  that’s  hurting,  the  recession 
that  we  have  been  in,  had  been  in,  is  not 
near  as  deep  as  the  one  that  I  lived  through 
as  Vice  President  in  ’81  and  ’82.  So  I  think 
we  have  less  far  to  come  to  get  out  of  it,  in 
other  words. 

I  think  when  you  see  growth  in  the  third 
quarter,  that  was  a  good  sign.  Don’t  tell  this 
to  an  unemployed  guy,  but  when  you  see 
unemployment  substantially  lower  than  it 
was  in  the  heights  of  the  last  recession, 
that’s  a  good  sign. 

But  yes,  I’d  say  to  them  I  do  believe 
things  are  improving.  I  don’t  think  every¬ 
thing  is  right.  I  do  think  we  ought  to  help 
those  who  are  out  of  work.  But  I  don’t  want 
to  be  a  part  of  trying  to  talk  this  country 
into  a  recession,  a  deepened  recession.  And 
I  don’t  want  to  win  by  just  talking  negative¬ 
ly  about  everything.  I  know  that  very  can¬ 
didly,  politically,  some  of  the  liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  that  control  this  Congress  think  the 
only  chance  they  have  to  defeat  me  is  to 
talk  this  country  into  hard  times.  And  I 
don’t  want  to  be  a  part  of  that. 

So  my  message  to  the  person  that’s  hurt¬ 
ing  is*.  One,  we  want  to  help  you.  Two,  I 
believe  we’re  going  to  be  out  of  this  thing 
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and  may  be  out  of  it  right  now.  And  three, 
work  with  the  Congress  to  get  the  kind  of 
incentives  in  the  economy  that  I’ve  been 
talking  about  for  a  long,  long  time. 

’92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  to  be  with  you 
on  the  campaign  trail  during  this  next  year. 

The  President  Get  ready.  You’re  not  a 
stranger  to  it,  nor  am  I.  I  meant  that,  what 
I  said  last  night.  I’ve  been  trying  to  be  kind 
and  gentle  and  absorb  these  political  shots 
from  not  all  the  Democrats;  you  don’t  hear 
some  of  our  Texas  Democrats  be  this  per¬ 
sonal.  But  I’m  a  little  tired  of  having  the 
liberal  Democrats  up  there  in  the  House 
and  the  Senate,  these  entrenched  leaders 
and  chairmen  of  these  little  subcommittees, 
dictate  to  the  American  people. 

I  know  what  the  American  people  elect¬ 
ed  me  to  do,  and  I’d  like  to  be  able  to  do  it. 
So,  I’m  going  to  shoot  back  a  little  more 
now.  I  felt  good  after  that  last  night.  I  came 
home,  and  I  said  to  Barbara,  “You  know, 
one,  it’s  great  to  be  back  in  Houston,  and  I 
feel  good.”  I  thought  I’d  be  dead  tired, 
having  come  in  from  Madrid.  And  I  felt 
good  because  I  slugged  back  at  these  guys 
that  have  been  sniping  at  me  for  6  months. 

Q.  Are  you  ready  for  the  fight? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  am.  And  we’re  going 
to  be  in  a  real  fight.  I’m  not  going  to  roll 
over  and  let  them  misrepresent  my  record. 
And  I  had  fun  pointing  out  that  they  say  to 
me,  “What’s  the  difference  between  foreign 
and  domestic  policy?”  Foreign  policy,  you 
don’t  have  to  go  to  the  lowest  common  de¬ 
nominator  on  some  subcommittee  and  ask 
permission  to  have  a  Middle  East  peace 
conference;  you  do  it.  And  the  people  sup¬ 
port  you.  Domestic  policy,  you’ve  got  to 
come  up  against  this  old  thinking.  So,  there 
is  a  difference  in  that. 

Q.  Well,  tell  me  what  the  focus  of  the 
campaign,  then,  will  be.  What’s  the  most 
pressing  issue  that  you  feel - 

The  President  Economy.  Jobs.  Getting 
America  back  to  work,  helping  those  who 
are  out  of  work.  But  then,  of  course,  you 
mentioned  crime.  It’s  right  up  on  the  fore¬ 
front.  And  I’m  going  to  take  the  crime  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  American  people  and  say:  “Get 
me  some  Members  of  Congress  that  will 
support  my  crime  bill.  Republicans  are  sup¬ 


porting  it.  Get  me  some  on  the  other  side 
so  we  can  move  it  forward.” 

Education.  We’ve  got  a  fantastic  Educa¬ 
tion  2000.  It’s  not  Republican  or  Democrat. 
Democratic  Governors  are  supporting  it 
overwhelmingly.  But  some  of  the  old  think¬ 
ers  in  Congress  want  to  have  Congress  tell 
these  schools  how  to  do  it.  They’re  subject 
to  the  power  of  the  labor  union  in  educa¬ 
tion.  But  I’m  not  worried  about  that  labor 
union,  the  NEA.  They  never  voted  for  me 
in  their  life.  The  members  do.  The  union 
fights  me.  So,  I’m  going  to  fight  them. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  a  little  about  the 
middle  class.  That  recent  Washington  Post- 
ABC  poll  indicated  that  47  percent  are  in¬ 
clined  to  reelect  you,  and  the  others  say  it’s 
because  of  the  economy  and  especially  the 
middle  class  are  hurting  so  much  right  now. 

The  President  Any  time  you’ve  got  a  bad 
economy,  people  are  going  to  look  at  any¬ 
body  that’s  in  office.  One  of  the  reasons  you 
see  term  limits  so  popular,  and  I  support 
them,  is  people  are  saying,  “Hey,  they’re 
not  helping  us.” 

I  can’t  ask  a  guy  that’s  thrown  out  of 
work  at  Compaq  to  think  everything  I’m 
doing  is  perfect.  But  what  I  will  do  in  the 
campaign  is  draw  the  lines  and  say,  “Here’s 
what  I’ve  tried  to  do.  Do  you  know  this? 
And  if  you  believe  in  it,  send  me  some  help 
up  there.”  But  yes,  I  think  the  economy  is 
going  to  be  the  driving  factor  in  these  elec¬ 
tions. 

The  lack  of  consumer  confidence  worries 
me  because  if  they  hear  all  this  bad  news  all 
the  time,  people  are  going  to  get  gloomy 
about  it.  It’s  a  good  time  to  buy  a  house.  It’s 
a  good  time  to  buy  a  car.  Interest  rates  are 
substantially  lower.  But  as  long  as  people 
are  worrying  about  their  jobs,  they  hold 
back.  So,  I’ve  got  to  border  between  cheer¬ 
leading  and  saying,  “Hey,  good  banks  make 
good  loans;  let’s  move  things  forward,”  and 
not  seem  uncaring.  There’s  a  balance  there. 
I’m  walking  a  tightrope. 

Redskins  vs.  Oilers 

Q .  I  have  time  to  ask  you  one  more  ques¬ 
tion. 

The  President  Shoot. 

Q.  I’m  sorry  to  be  filibustering  here.  Save 
the  best  for  last.  Houston  Oilers,  Washing- 
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ton  Redskins,  big  game.  You’re  from  Hous¬ 
ton — 

The  President.  You  want  to  put  me  on  the 
spot,  don’t  you?  Look,  this  one  isn’t  that 
tough  for  me.  And  I’ve  said  this  before,  and 
I’ll  say  it  again.  I  know  Joe  Gibbs,  and  I 
respect  him.  And  yes,  I  take  pride  in  the 
Skins’  record.  But  there’s  no  problem  for 
me.  I  talked  to  Jack  Pardee  just  before  I 
came  down  here,  told  him  how  great  I 
think  he’s  doing.  Got  a  little  secondhand 
message  from  Warren  Moon,  sending  his 
best,  and  I  scribbled  out  a  note  back  to  him. 
And  so,  I’m  for  the  Oilers,  and  I  hope  they 
win.  And  I  hope  they  go  on  to  the  Super 


Bowl,  and  I  hope  I  get  the  honor  to  have 
them  back  in  the  White  House. 

Q.  Great.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr. 
President.  It’s  good  to  see  you. 

The  President  All  right.  Good  to  see  you. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  9:47  a.m.  in 
the  Houstonian  Hotel  During  the  interview, 
the  President  referred  to  Joe  Gibbs,  coach  of 
the  Washington  Redskins ;  Jack  Pardee, 
coach  of  the  Houston  Oilers;  and  Warren 
Moon,  quarterback  for  the  Houston  Oilers. 
Randall *s  Food  Market  was  a  Houston  food 
store  chain. 


Interview  With  Dave  Ward  of  KTRK-TV  in  Houston,  Texas 
November  1,  1991 


The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  this  is  kind  of  a  broad 
way  to  begin,  but  tell  us  what  is  America’s 
biggest  problem  right  now. 

The  President.  Right  now,  world  peace 
having  been  enhanced,  progress  having 
been  made  as  we  start  a  whole  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  education — although  we’ve  got 
big  problems  there — I  think  it’s  the  econo¬ 
my.  I  think  it  is  that  people  don’t  have 
confidence. 

Q.  Unemployment  figures  just  came  out 
today  for  October:  up  another  one-tenth  of 
1  percent,  6.8  percent.  What  can  be  done? 

The  President.  Well,  in  the  first  place, 
these  things  need  to  be  in  perspective.  It 
doesn’t  help  to  tell  someone  that’s  out  of 
work,  “Unemployment  is  6.8  percent,  and 
that’s  far  lower  than  in  recession  times 
when  I  was  Vice  President  back  in  the  ’81- 
’82  days.”  It  happens  to  be  true. 

I  would  have  a  mixed  message,  and  it 
would  be  this:  One,  for  those  that  are  hurt¬ 
ing,  we’ve  got  to  help;  those  whose  unem¬ 
ployment  benefits  have  run  out,  send  me  a 
bill  that  I  can  sign  that  doesn’t  further 
burden  everybody  else  by  busting  the 
budget  agreement. 

Secondly,  using  hindsight,  I  would  have 
liked  to  have  thought  that  Congress  would 
move  on  the  package  that  I  put  forward  to 


stimulate  economic  growth:  IRA’s,  a  trans¬ 
portation  bill,  a  capital  gains  reduction,  and 
things  that  actually  create  jobs.  Lacking 
that,  we’ve  got  to  fight  for  a  package  that 
will  stimulate. 

And  then  thirdly,  I’d  say  I  believe  the 
economy  is  recovering.  It  grew  at  2.4  per¬ 
cent  over  the  previous  quarter,  in  the  third 
quarter.  And  yet,  you  go  tell  some  guy  at 
Compaq  that’s  getting  laid  off,  and  he’s  not 
interested  in  that.  He  wants  to  know,  “How 
about  my  job,  my  family?  I’m  worried.” 

And  so,  I’ve  got  to  be  careful  I  don’t 
over-cheerlead  on  this  economy,  but  I  don’t 
want  to  talk  people  into  a  further  lack  of 
confidence  because  it’s  a  good  time  to  buy  a 
house,  frankly.  It’s  a  good  time  to  buy  a  car 
in  terms  of  historic  interest  rates.  It’s  a  good 
time  for  sound  banks  to  make  sound  loans. 
And  we’ve  got  a  banking  reform  bill  that 
would  further  enhance  credit.  I’ve  been 
worried  about  that.  We’re  working  with  the 
regulators  to  lighten  up  on  some  of  the  reg¬ 
ulation  that  is  causing  banks  to  loan  less 
money. 

So,  the  message  is  mixed.  But  when  some¬ 
one  is  hurting,  I  must  be  concerned.  And  I 
am.  And  we’re  trying  hard. 

Interest  Rates 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  see  the  Federal  Re- 
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serve  cut  interest  rates  at  all? 

The  President  Yes.  I’d  like  to  see  them 
down  more.  They’ve  been  worried,  and  I 
think  at  times  properly  worried,  about  infla¬ 
tion.  Nobody  likes  that  insidious  stealth  tax; 
it  rips  it  out  of  everybody’s  pocketbook.  But 
yes,  I  think  we  could  go  down  more  on 
rates.  And  again,  a  President  has  to  be  care¬ 
ful.  What  I  say — it  seems  hard  for  you  to 
believe,  having  known  me  all  these  years, 
but  this  affects  the  markets,  and  there’s  pro¬ 
cedures  for  doing  these  things. 

But  you’ve  asked  a  frank  question,  and 
I’ve  given  you  a  frank  answer. 

Capital  Gains  Tax 

Q.  You  may  have  a  Democratic  opponent 
who’s  calling  for  a  capital  gains  tax. 

The  President  Great! 

Q.  I  read  one,  Tsongas  I  think,  says  cap¬ 
ital  gains  tax  promotes  reinvestment. 

The  President  A  lot  of  them  are  talking 
about  it  now,  but  the  old  thinkers  in  Con¬ 
gress  are  unwilling  to  do  it  because  they’re 
thinking  politically,  “We  don’t  want  to  give 
the  President  a  victory.” 

I  told  them  last  night,  I  said:  “Look,  give 
me  all  the  political  grief.  You  call  it  a  tax  for 
the  rich.  Lay  that  on.  Keep  on  with  your 
rhetoric.  But  let’s  try  it.  It  worked  in  78.  It 
created  new  jobs.  It  added  revenues  to  the 
Federal  Government,  didn’t  cost  the  tax¬ 
payers  a  thing.  Let’s  try  it.  Let’s  try  to 
create  jobs  through  the  incentive  that 
comes  with  entrepreneurship. ” 

It’s  small  business  that’s  the  backbone  of 
this  country.  But  we’re  in  a  political  fight, 
and  yet,  I  think  some  are  coming  this  way. 
I’ve  even  heard  some  of  the  most  unlikely 
sources  talking  about  it  now.  So,  we’re 
going  to  keep  on  it.  I’m  not  saying  it’s  a 
magic  that’s  going  to  solve  everything,  but 
our  package  will  help  a  lot. 

Family  Values 

Q.  A  lot  of  people  blame  our  social  ills  in 
our  country  on  the  breakdown  of  the 
family,  giving  us  social  problems.  Don’t 
those  eventually  evolve  into  economic  prob¬ 
lems? 

The  President  Certainly.  And  I — oh, 
Dave,  I’ll  tell  you - 

Q.  What  can  be  done  about  it? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  not  sure  the  Fed¬ 


eral  Government  can  do  a  heck  of  a  lot 
about  that,  the  dissolution  of  family,  mar¬ 
riages  breaking  up  wantonly  and  at  random, 
children  left  with  nobody  knowing  their 
names.  I  think  one  thing  we  can  do  is  safe¬ 
guard  against  legislation  that  is  going  to  in¬ 
flict  mandates  on  families.  I’m  for  parental 
choice,  for  example,  in  education.  I  fought 
hard  and  got  a  child  care  bill  that  lets  the 
parents  choose  how  this  should  work. 

I  don’t  want  to  sound  holier-than-thou, 
but  you’re  on  to  something.  The  dissolution 
of  the  family  is  a  bad  thing.  And  I  might 
put  in  a  plug  for  what  Barbara  Bush  does 
here  because  I  think  the  American  people 
see  in  her  somebody  that  epitomizes  a 
family  value.  She  goes  into  any  neighbor¬ 
hood;  it  doesn’t  matter  who  votes  for  who. 
It’s  not  going  to  matter  next  year.  She’ll  be 
there  holding  somebody’s  hand,  holding  an 
AIDS  baby  in  her  arms,  helping  with  educa¬ 
tion,  getting  parents  to  read  to  their  chil¬ 
dren.  You’re  talking  about  family  strength. 
That’s  a  wonderful  thing.  And  it  may  seem 
small  to  some  people,  but  I  think  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people  see,  well,  that  she  practices 
what  she  preaches  in  terms  of  family.  And 
I’m  very  proud  of  her.  And  I  want  to  try, 
myself,  to  assist  without  trying  to  master¬ 
mind  the  family  problems  of  individuals. 

But  I  worry  about  it  all  the  time,  the 
dissolution  of  the  American  family,  the  re¬ 
laxing  of  traditional  values.  It  troubles  me. 
But  you  can’t  legislate  it.  You  can’t  legislate 
moral  behavior  in  this  country. 

A  n  ticri me  Legisla  tio n 

Q.  Another  trouble  spot  that  we  have  in 
Houston  and,  well,  nationwide,  but  really  in 
Houston — we’ve  got  a  horrible  crime  prob¬ 
lem,  and  we’re  one  of  the  five  drug  hot¬ 
spots  in  the  country.  You  have  said  commu¬ 
nities  should  solve  their  own  problems,  and 
I  understand  that.  But  we’re  struggling. 
We’re  having  a  hard  time.  Is  there  more 
that  can  be  done? 

The  President  Dave,  you’re  right.  In  the 
first  place,  the  community  action  is  a  very 
important  way.  I  hope  I’ve  not  said  it  to  the 
exclusion  of  Federal  participation.  We’ve 
got  a  crime  bill  that  proposes  tough  anti¬ 
crime  legislation:  habeas  corpus  reform  and 
a  whole  bunch  of  things  that  I  think  would 
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strengthen  the  hand  of  the  police,  would  be 
tougher  on  the  criminals,  including  more 
rapid  capital  punishment  for  those  that  kill 
police  officers  and  involved  in  this  insidious 
narcotics  business.  So,  we  have  a  program 
here  that  can  help. 

But  again,  I  think  communities  do  have 
to  move  forward.  And  Houston  is  trying. 
Houston  is  trying  hard.  I  think  our  police 
chief  is  trying  hard  in  this.  I  think  our  offi¬ 
cers,  some  of  whom  I  know  and  respect,  are 
out  there  on  the  front  line.  And  what  the 
Federal  Government  must  do  is  support 
them.  And  that’s  what  our  crime  bill  will 
do. 

But  the  liberal  Democrats  have  a  very 
different,  softer  kind  of  let’s-help-rehabili- 
tate-the-criminal  approach.  And  I  think 
we’ve  tried  that,  and  it’s  failed.  And  yes, 
I’m  for  some  rehabilitation,  but  I  want  to 
support  the  policeman  on  the  block.  And  I 
don’t  care  whether  it’s  a  Democrat  police¬ 
man,  Republican  policeman,  liberal,  con¬ 
servative;  they  deserve  our  support.  And  I 
need  some  help  from  Congress. 

Upcoming  Drug  Summit 

Q.  Some  speculation  that  the  next  drug 
summit  might  be  held  in  Houston.  Do  you 
have  any  word  on  that? 

The  President.  Well,  I’d  like  to  see  it  held 
in  the  United  States.  The  last  one  was  in 
Cartagena. 

You  see,  it’s  my  view — and  I’m  not  talk¬ 
ing  defensively  here — I  think  that  working 
with  foreign  countries  on  antinarcotics,  I 
don’t  think  that’s  foreign  policy.  They  say, 
“Bush  spends  too  much  time  on  foreign 
policy.”  Yes,  I  went  to  Colombia  and  met 
with  them,  but  I  think  that  helps  every 
neighborhood  in  Houston,  Texas,  if  we  can 
make  more  progress  on  interdicting  drugs. 

Now,  I’ve  invited  leaders  of  many  of 
these  countries  to  a  meeting  next  year,  and 
I’d  like  to  see  it  in  the  United  States.  And  it 
might  well  turn  out  to  be  in  Texas.  Other 
States,  of  course,  are  interested,  and  some 
are  accusing  me  of  funneling  a  little  too 
many  events  into  Houston.  But  this  is  my 
home,  and  I’m  not  apologetic  about  it.  And 
we’re  a  crossroads;  we’re  a  community  here 
that  can  handle  these  things  well. 


Governor  Ann  Richards 

Q.  Our  Governor,  Ann  Richards,  she 
made  a  name  for  herself  by  kind  of  trashing 
you  at  that  last  convention.  Would  you  like 
to  say  anything  about  the  way  she’s  running 
the  Governor’s  office? 

The  President  Well,  I  don’t  want  to  be 
too  nice  to  her,  I  mean — but  look,  Ann  had 
to  do  her  thing,  and  she  ran  a  good  race. 
And  I’m  told  that  in  many  areas  she’s  get¬ 
ting  along  just  fine.  But  everybody  forgives 
a  little  excess  political  rhetoric.  I  don’t  think 
she’ll  be  running  that  same  theme  again  in 
the  future.  If  so,  I’ll  unleash  on  her. 

But  right  now  I’m  in  a  kind  and  gentle 
mood  towards  our  Governor.  She’s  helping 
in  a  lot  of  the  education  initiatives  that  I 
believe  in.  Most  Governors — you  know,  our 
Education  2000  program  isn’t  Republican 
or  Democrat.  We’ve  got  tons  of  Democratic 
Governors  supporting  it. 

So,  the  jury  is  still  out  on  her.  The  jury  is 
still  out  on  me.  And  let’s  see  how  she  does. 
But  I’m  not  going  to  be  carping  and  criti¬ 
cizing  any  Governor  of  Texas.  It’s  my  State. 

Redskins  vs.  Oilers 

Q.  One  last  thing.  The  Washington  Red¬ 
skins,  Houston  Oilers,  RFK  this  Sunday. 
Who  are  you  going  to  be  rooting  for? 

The  President.  I  thought  that  might  be 
the  first  thing  with  you.  [Laughter]  No,  I’ve 
said  this  publicly  since  I’ve  been  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  and  I  always  start  out  by  saying  I’ve  got 
great  affection  and  respect  for  Joe  Gibbs. 
You  better  have  great  affection  and  respect 
for  Joe  Gibbs  if  you  want  to  live  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  even  inside  the  fence  in  the  White 
House.  Besides  that,  he  merits  that.  Joe  is 
a — God,  what  he  does,  the  great  work  he 
does  with  kids. 

But  look,  Jack  Pardee  is  my  friend.  The 
Oilers  are  my  hometown  club.  Warren 
Moon  is  a  guy  not  only  that  I  respect,  but  I 
believe  he’d  recognize  that  we  have  a 
friendship,  too.  And  so,  I  want  the  Oilers  to 
win  it.  And  I  want  them  to  go  on  and  do  so 
well  that  Barbara  and  I  receive  them  in  the 
White  House  as  Super  Bowl  champs. 

So  put  that  one  out  there,  and  I’ll  go  back 
and  take  the  flak  in  DC  tomorrow. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  It’s  good  to 
see  you  again,  sir. 
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The  President  Thank  you.  Nice  reunion,  setts  Senator  Paul  E.  Tsongas  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  Democratic  Party's  1992  Presi- 
Note :  The  interview  began  at  9:58  a.m.  in  dential  nomination, 
the  Houstonian  Hotel  Former  Massachu- 


Remarks  to  Marlow  Industries  Employees  in  Dallas,  Texas 
November  1,  1991 


Thank  you  for  that  wonderful  welcome. 
But  look,  you’ve  got  it  backwards,  Barbara 
and  I  came  down  to  applaud  you  all — 
[laughter] — and  congratulate  you  on  this  na¬ 
tional  honor,  and  it  is  national.  And  it  is 
international  now.  And  we’re  very,  very 
proud. 

I’ve  just  had  an  opportunity  to  look 
through  the  plant,  and  I’m  very  proud  of 
what  everybody  has  accomplished.  I  might 
commend  my  fellow  Texan  and  Cabinet 
member,  Bob  Mosbacher,  because  he  puts 
the  emphasis  on  quality.  That  takes  a  lot  of 
his  time,  but  he’s  also  putting  a  lot  of  em¬ 
phasis  on  expanding  markets  abroad.  And 
one  of  the  great  opportunities  for  this  coun¬ 
try  is  to  have  ever-increasing  exports.  And  I 
know  that  this  company  that  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  as  small  is  already  participating  vig¬ 
orously  in  international  markets.  Bob  has 
gone  out  around  the  country,  and  he’s  orga¬ 
nized  seminars  in  some  25  cities  in  this 
country.  And  the  common  denominator  in 
all  of  these  is  that  quality  is  what  sells 
American  goods  and  services,  here  and 
abroad. 

Ray  said  it  best,  and  I  salute  him.  I  salute 
all  of  you  and  your  families.  I  see  a  couple 
of  junior  Troy  Aikmans  over  here  in  Dallas 
Cowboy  shirts.  [Laughter]  And  they’re  get¬ 
ting  ready  for  a  little  quality  themselves,  I 
think.  But  I’m  honored  to  be  here  today, 
and  I  really  mean  that.  Because  we  are 
proud  of  your  outstanding  work  in  earning 
what  is  now  a  very  coveted  national  award, 
the  National  Quality  Award  named  in  honor 
of  our  great  friend,  Barbara’s  and  mine  and 
Bob  Mosbacher ’s,  the  late  Mac  Baldrige. 

I  was  impressed,  Ray,  by  the  tour  of  the 
plant.  I  feel  as  though  I’ve  just  gone 
through  a  crash  course:  dewpoint  hydrom¬ 
eters,  parametric  amplifiers.  I  can’t  pro¬ 


nounce  them,  and  I  just  hope  I  can  get  out 
of  here  without  a  quiz  on  what  the  heck  it 
is  you  guys  do.  [Laughter]  But  all  I  know  is 
you  do  it  well. 

I  want  to  compliment  the  makers  of  this 
map  behind  us  and  also  the  map  over  on 
the  other  side,  a  work  of  true  imagination. 
At  first  glance  you  walk  in  here,  I  expect 
you  might  think  that  it’s  a  conventional 
map  of  the  world.  But  a  more  careful  in¬ 
spection  shows  that  it  is  a  symbolic  picture 
of  Marlow’s  ambitious  business  goals  and  ex¬ 
pectations.  And  look  at  it  this  way:  It’s  a 
whole  world  of  your  own  making. 

It  reminds  me  of  a  remark  by  the  great 
American  revolutionary  Thomas  Paine.  As 
Americans  fought  in  the  War  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  which  was  a  struggle  for  free  enter¬ 
prise  as  well  as  political  reform,  Paine  said, 
“We  have  it  in  our  power  to  begin  the 
world  all  over  again.” 

Today  we  are  celebrating  a  new  revolu¬ 
tion.  It  doesn’t  involve  cannons  and  mus¬ 
kets  and  political  tumult,  but  it  is  a  revolu¬ 
tion  all  the  same.  You  ought  to  look  at  it, 
every  time  you  do  something  across  the 
way  in  the  plant,  as  a  revolution.  And  I’m 
talking,  of  course,  about  the  movement  in 
American  business  for  quality  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  best  businesses  in  America,  large  and 
small,  are  renewing,  even  reinventing 
themselves  to  become  and  to  remain  world- 
class  competitors.  Our  companies  are  over¬ 
throwing  these  outdated  and  antagonistic 
barriers  between  labor  and  management. 
They’re  replacing  us-versus-them  divisions 
with  real  teamwork. 

The  quality  revolution  is  driving  bureauc¬ 
racy  out  of  our  business  organizations.  Com¬ 
panies  are  doing  away  with  stratification, 
leaving  as  little  distance  as  possible  between 
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the  most  junior  employee  and  the  CEO.  In 
this  quest,  employees  at  every  level  are  en¬ 
joying  more  power,  more  incentive,  more 
freedom  to  create,  and  more  responsibility 
for  their  efforts.  And  with  that  goes  more 
pride. 

We’re  improving  the  quality  of  our  prod¬ 
ucts  and  services  with  the  keenest  tools  of 
statistical  process  control.  This  revolution 
that  you  all  are  participants  in,  this  quality 
revolution,  topples  barriers  that  used  to  iso¬ 
late  the  backroom  “number  crunchers” 
from  the  people  who  work  on  the  assembly 
lines  and  the  service  counters.  So,  we’re 
learning  how  to  prevent  defects  in  the  first 
place,  instead  of  correcting  them  later. 

Most  important,  the  quality  revolution 
helps  American  companies  to  put  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  customers  at  the  forefront.  Win¬ 
ning  organizations  know  that  customers 
don’t  want  just  the  best  that  one  company 
can  offer;  they  want  the  best  that  anyone  in 
the  world  can  offer. 

Ray  Marlow  has  described  quite  succinct¬ 
ly  what  the  commitment  to  corporate  qual¬ 
ity  means.  He  tells  me  that  the  company’s 
receivables  and  payables  are  timely,  the 
profit-sharing  and  taxes  are  paid,  and  the 
revolving  bank  debt  is  paid  routinely. 
[Laughter]  And  most  important,  you’ve  got 
a  little  cash  in  the  bank.  But  then  he  goes 
on  to  make  this  point,  which  is  a  credit  to 
all  of  you,  saying  that  while  these  are  the 
results,  “they  cannot  be  the  goals  in  and  of 
themselves.  The  goal  must  be  quality.”  I 
believe,  Ray,  that  every  CEO  and  every 
company  in  America  would  benefit  by  shar¬ 
ing  your  philosophy,  the  philosophy  that 
these  good  people  practice  every  day,  about 
effort  and  results. 

The  new  commitment  that  we  have  to 
world-class  excellence  will  make  our  busi¬ 
nesses  stronger  than  ever  as  we  come  out  of 
this  recession.  And  the  most  important 
long-term  indicators  are  favorable,  I  might 
add,  for  national  recovery.  Interest  rates  are 
near  the  lowest  in  a  decade  and  a  half. 
Industrial  production  increased  in  Septem¬ 
ber  and  rose  by  an  annual  rate  of  more 
than  6  percent  in  the  third  quarter.  Manu¬ 
facturing  productivity  rose  at  3.6  percent 
annual  rate  during  the  second  quarter.  And 
the  first  estimates,  that  I’m  sure  that  some 
of  you  all  have  seen  in  the  papers,  have  the 


gross  national  product,  the  GNP,  of  the 
country  rising  2.4  percent  in  the  third  quar¬ 
ter. 

So,  yes,  there  are  a  lot  of  problems  out 
there.  But  these  indications  are  good.  And 
I’m  one  who  prefers  to  see  the  glass  half 
full  rather  than  criticizing  all  the  time  and 
seeing  the  glass  half  empty. 

In  this  climate,  one  thing  I’m  determined 
not  to  do  is  to  bust  the  budget  deal  up 
there  in  Washington  that  caps  Federal 
spending  and  then,  if  we  busted  it,  would 
open  up  the  floodgates  for  congressional 
tax-and-spend  policies.  You  all  are  working 
for  a  living,  and  you  need  some  protection 
from  too  much  Federal  spending. 

That’s  why,  in  this  recent,  highly  pro¬ 
nounced  struggle  about  unemployment 
compensation,  I  want  one  that  will  comply 
with  the  budget  agreement:  get  the  checks 
out  to  those  families  who  are  off  of  benefits, 
who’re  entitled  to  them,  but  get  those  out, 
but  not  do  it  by  burdening  everybody  that 
is  working  or  everybody  that’s  out  of  work 
that’s  paying  taxes  by  increasing  their  taxes. 

And  so  we’re  going  to  keep  on  working. 
And  I  believe  that  if  I  stay  the  course,  and  I 
plan  to  do  that,  I  believe  we  can  get  a  fair 
unemployment  compensation  bill  that 
won’t  burden  everybody  else  and  that  yet 
will  help  those  families  that  are  desperately 
in  need  of  help.  So,  we’ve  got  a  good  pro¬ 
posal.  And  I  find  I’m  going  to  stay  with  it, 
and  I  think  it’s  going  to  help  everyone. 

I  might  say  parenthetically  that  Bob  and  I 
are  both  doing  our  level  best  to  pursue  eco¬ 
nomic  policies  that  let  companies  like  this 
one  lead  the  way  to  quality.  That  means 
we’re  going  to  try,  as  I  said,  to  hold  the  line 
not  on  needed  spending  but  on  the  wasteful 
side  of  the  spending  equation.  I  want  to  see 
us  do  things  in  the  tax  system  to  stimulate 
the  creation  of  new  businesses  like  this  one, 
new  businesses,  new  opportunity,  new  job. 

Some  say,  “Well,  he’s  for  capital  gains  re¬ 
duction.”  I’m  for  jobs.  And  they  cut  capital 
gains  in  ’78,  and  it  increased  jobs  and  op¬ 
portunities,  and  new  businesses  sprung  up. 
And  I’d  like  to  see  that  happen  again.  Need 
a  little  help  with  the  Congress. 

One  of  the  things  that  I  don’t  want  to  do 
is  burden  the  workers  of  this  company  with 
further  regulation,  or  certainly  needless 
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regulation.  You  don’t  need  some  Federal 
guy  coming  out  of  Washington  looking  over 
your  shoulder  to  see  you’re  doing  the  job  all 
right.  You  know  what  to  do.  You  did  it  so 
well  you  got  this  award.  And  so,  yes,  there’s 
some  regulation,  but  let’s  not  have  any 
more  needless  regulation  out  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

I  guess  the  bottom  line  is  that  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  this  quality  revolution  that  you  all  are 
involved  in,  no  matter  how  big  your  job,  no 
matter  how  confined  your  job,  you’re  in¬ 
volved  in  a  quality  revolution.  And  the  po¬ 
tential  of  that  reaches  far  beyond  anything 
that  appears  on  a  balance  sheet. 

Look  at  educating  the  kids  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  David  Kearns,  who  led  Xerox — they 
were  a  big,  great  big  company,  as  you 
know.  They  won  the  same  award  a  couple 
of  years  ago  that  you’ve  won  this  year.  And 
now  that  man,  David  Kearns,  is  in  public 
service  as  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  He  and  Governor  Alexander  are  work¬ 
ing  to  literally  reinvent  schools.  They’re 
trying  to  do  in  education  what  you  have 
done  through  injecting  quality  into  your 
work  in  this  plant.  And  we  need  to  take  a 
new  look  at  education,  give  parents  more 
choice,  and  give  these  kids  the  best  educa¬ 
tion  possible  by  “thinking  anew,”  as  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln  once  said. 

I  wish  you  all  could  have  known  the  guy 
for  whom  the  award  you  have  won  was 
named,  Mac  Baldrige.  He  came  out  of  the 
east,  but  he  was  really  a  westerner.  He  had 
a  marvelous  place  out  in  New  Mexico,  and 
he  loved  riding.  And  he  was  a  cowboy,  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame. 
He  was  a  rough-riding  renaissance  figure, 
and  he  was  the  kind  only  found  in  our  great 
country.  He  was  a  close  friend.  I  can’t 
repeat  every  joke  he  told  me,  but  neverthe¬ 
less,  I  can  tell  you — [ laughter ] — he  had  a 
marvelous  sense  of  humor.  And  for  Barbara 
and  me,  his  untimely  loss  there  in  that 
rodeo  arena  leaves  us  still — trying  to  de¬ 
scribe  how  I  felt  about  him — leaves  us  still 
with  a  personal  sense  of  loss. 

When  he  was  in  Bob  Mosbacher’s  job 
during  the  eighties,  he  worked  hard  to  lib¬ 
erate  American  business  from  regulation 
and  yet  keep  the  focus  on  quality.  As  much 
as  he  cherished  economic  freedom,  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  it  wasn’t  worth  much  if  compa¬ 


nies  failed  to  do  their  very,  very  best.  So 
Mac  spent  much  of  his  time  urging  Ameri¬ 
can  business  to  pursue  excellence.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Quality  Awards  competition,  and  I 
know  it  must  have  seemed  a  pain  to  those 
of  you  who  had  to  fill  out  these  endless 
forms,  but  nevertheless,  it  was  worth  it. 
And  those  competitions  are  one  of  the  great 
legacies  of  Mac  Baldrige. 

Let  me  just  recite  for  those  not  from  the 
plant  that  these  relatively  small  companies 
that  won  it,  each  an  electronics  manufactur¬ 
er,  merited  the  award.  They  were  Solectron 
Corporation  out  in  San  Jose,  California;  they 
were  Zytec  of  Eden  Prairie,  Minnesota;  and 
of  course,  this  wonderful  company,  Marlow 
Industries  right  here  in  Dallas. 

And  I  think,  as  participants  in  this  victo¬ 
ry,  you  can  say  that  all  three  winners,  and 
certainly  yours,  prove  that  American  enter¬ 
prise  can  succeed  in  world-class  competition 
involving  the  most  sophisticated  technol¬ 
ogies  and  having  to  satisfy  the  most  discern¬ 
ing  of  customers.  And  this  makes  our  coun¬ 
try  very,  very  proud.  And  I  happen  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  small  business,  smaller  businesses, 
I  know  that  they  are  the  largest  creator  of 
jobs.  I  believe  80  percent  or  more  of  the 
jobs  are  in  small  business. 

And  what  you’ve  done  here  is  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  you  can  have  the  same  quality,  if 
not  better,  than  those  companies  that  have 
been  in  business  for  years  and  years  and 
years. 

So  for  me,  seeing  what  you  do,  looking 
into  your  faces,  shaking  a  few  hands  across 
the  way,'  it’s  a  good  day.  And  I  am  very, 
very  proud  to  be  with  the  men  and  women 
of  Marlow  Industries  right  here  today, 
proud  to  congratulate  you  for  navigating 
this  “Baldrige  Award  Strait”  on  the  map  of 
dreams. 

Now  it’s  your  mission  to  help  other  com¬ 
panies  across  the  Nation  chart  their  jour¬ 
neys  to  world-class  performance.  I  hope  this 
little  visit  results  in  that  because  we  believe 
in  you.  We  believe  in  your  work,  and  we 
know  you’re  setting  a  tremendous  example 
for  the  entire  country,  the  United  States, 
still  the  greatest,  freest  country  on  the  face 
of  the  Earth. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 
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Note :  The  President  spoke  at  3:30  p.m.  at  to  Raymond  Marlow ,  president  and  CEO  of 
Northgate  Business  Park  following  a  tour  of  Marlow  Industries ,  and  Lamar  Alexander , 
Marlow  Industries.  In  his  remarks ,  referred  Secretary  of  Education. 


Remarks  at  the  Dedication  Ceremony  for  Thanks-Giving  Square  in 
Dallas,  Texas 
November  1,  1991 


Thank  you,  Peter,  and  Secretary  Mos- 
bacher.  We’re  pleased  you’re  with  us  here 
today.  I’m  so  delighted  to  see  two  old 
friends  among  many  others:  Ambassador 
Anne  Armstrong,  and  of  course,  our  mayor, 
Annette  Strauss.  Dr.  Garcia,  thank  you. 
Your  music  was  spectacular,  and  we  appre¬ 
ciated  it  very,  very  much.  And  where  is  the 
Explorer  Post  111,  over  here?  They  did  a 
first-class  job.  Thank  you  guys  for  being 
with  us. 

Here  at  this  unique  shrine  of  gratitude,  I 
want  to  offer  thanks.  I  want  to  pay  grateful 
tribute  to  all  those  who  envisioned  and  built 
Thanks-Giving  Square.  I  would,  of  course, 
single  out  Peter  Stewart,  who  has  been  with 
this  from  its  very  inception.  His  conviction 
and  his  dedication  are  well-known  to  every¬ 
body  here  and  all  across  this  great  city. 

This  year  in  particular,  as  Annette  men¬ 
tioned,  we  give  thanks  for  a  century  and  a 
half  of  a  community  known  as  Dallas.  Look¬ 
ing  at  John  Bryan’s  little  log  cabin,  we  can 
say  honestly  that  Dallas  arose  from  modest 
beginnings.  But  the  truism,  that  truism 
misses  a  deeper  truth.  There  was  nothing 
modest  at  all  about  the  dreams,  the  drive, 
the  potential,  and  the  achievement  of 
Bryan  and  his  community  of  pioneers. 

With  the  scarcest  of  natural  blessings,  the 
builders  of  Dallas  brought  into  being  one  of 
the  world’s  great  cities.  The  Dallas  commu¬ 
nity  has  never  wavered  in  its  determination 
for  hard  work  and  its  devotion  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty.  The  spirit  of  Dallas  reminds  me  of 
the  saintly  motto,  “Work  as  though  every¬ 
thing  depended  upon  yourself,  and  pray  as 
though  everything  depended  upon  God.” 

Dallas  has  a  long  tradition  of  clean,  effi¬ 


cient  government,  selfless  public  service. 
And  Dallas  needs  to  draw  upon  this  more 
fervently  than  ever  at  this  time  of  historic 
transition  in  the  leadership  and  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  its  municipal  government.  A  leader 
clearly  in  the  Dallas  public  service  tradition 
is  our  friend  and  our  mayor,  Annette 
Strauss.  As  you  prepare-  to  retire  from 
public  service  and  from  the  mayor’s  office, 
let  me  say  that  every  Texan  and  every 
American  who  knows  and  loves  this  city 
must  be  grateful  for  all  that  you  have  given 
to  this  city. 

And  again,  let  me  express  appreciation, 
Peter,  to  you  and  to  the  others  who  have 
been  at  your  side  creating  Thanks-Giving 
Square.  This  island  of  tranquility,  like  any 
place  of  prayer,  meditation,  and  rest,  is  as 
vital  to  Dallas  as  the  gleaming  towers  of 
commerce  that  surround  us.  Thanks-Giving 
Square,  it  reminds  us  that  Dallas  is  great 
only  because  its  leaders  and  builders  under¬ 
stand  that  they  serve  a  providence  greater 
and  more  beneficent  than  they  can  ever 
dream  of  being. 

And  so,  Barbara  and  I  are  just  delighted 
to  be  with  you  here  on  this  very  special 
occasion.  We  thank  you  for  your  dedication. 
We  praise  you  for  your  faith.  And  I  can  tell 
you  this:  Every  single  day  I’m  in  this  job,  I 
recognize  the  importance  of  giving  thanks. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:40  p.m.  at 
Thanks-Giving  Square.  In  his  remarks ,  he 
referred  to  Peter  Stewart ,  chairman  of  the 
National  Thanksgiving  Commission ;  Anne 
Armstrong ,  president  of  the  National 
Thanksgiving  Commission ;  and  Yolanda 
Garcia,  entertainer. 
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Nomination  of  Leo  P.  Duffy  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Energy 


November  1,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Leo  P.  Duffy,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Energy  for  Environmental  Restoration  and 
Waste  Management  for  the  Department  of 
Energy.  He  would  succeed  Donna  R.  Fitz¬ 
patrick. 

Mr.  Duffy  has  served  as  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Environmental  Restoration  and 
Waste  Management,  1989-present,  and  as 
Special  Assistant  to  the  Secretary  for  Co¬ 


Nomination  of  Gregg  Ward  To  Be 
November  1,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Gregg  Ward,  of  Virginia, 
to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Energy  for 
Congressional  and  Intergovernmental  Af¬ 
fairs  at  the  Department  of  Energy.  He 
would  suqceed  Jacqueline  Knox  Brown. 

Since  1988  Mr.  Ward  has  been  group  vice 
president  for  external  affairs  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Architects  in  Washington, 
DC.  Prior  to  this,  he  was  government  rela¬ 
tions  director  for  Thompson  &  Bussart,  Es¬ 
quire,  in  Washington,  DC,  1986-1988;  exec¬ 
utive  vice  president  for  Vote  America, 


Nomination  of  James  G.  Randolph 
Energy 

November  1,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  James  G.  Randolph,  of 
Oklahoma,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Energy  for  Fossil  Energy  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Energy.  He  would  succeed  Robert 
H.  Gentile. 

Mr.  Randolph  has  served  as  president  of 
Kerr  McGee  Coal  Corp.  in  Oklahoma  City, 
OK,  1978-19 88.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  as 


ordination  of  Defense  Waste  Management, 
1989.  From  1987  to  1989,  Mr.  Duffy  served 
as  general  manager  of  the  Westinghouse 
Waste  Technology  Service  Division  for 
Weston  Services,  Inc.,  in  Waltz  Mills,  PA. 

Mr.  Duffy  graduated  from  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  (B.S.M.E.,  1952).  He  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  1929,  in  Jersey  City,  NJ.  Mr.  Duffy 
is  married,  has  six  children,  and  resides  in 
West  Chester,  PA. 


an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Energy 


1985-1986;  Director  of  Congressional  Af¬ 
fairs  for  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  1983-1985;  and  director  of  govern¬ 
mental  affairs  and  assistant  director  of  labor 
relations  for  Sheet  Metal  and  Air  Condition¬ 
ing  Contractors’  National  Association,  Inc., 
1977-1983. 

Mr.  Ward  graduated  from  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  (B.S., 
1972).  He  was  born  June  28,  1950,  in  Syra¬ 
cuse,  NY.  He  is  married  and  resides  in 
McLean,  VA. 


To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 


senior  vice  president  of  Kerr  McGee  Corp., 
coal  and  uranium  operations,  1984-1988. 
Mr.  Randolph  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force, 
1948-1976. 

Mr.  Randolph  graduated  from  the  George 
Washington  University  (M.S.,  1968);  the  U.S. 
Army  Command  and  Staff  College  (M.S., 
1964);  and  the  University  of  Michigan  (B.S., 
1962).  He  was  born  January  20,  1930,  in 
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Cleveland,  TN.  Mr.  Randolph  is  married,  City,  OK. 
has  four  children,  and  resides  in  Oklahoma 


Remarks  at  the  Bush-Quayle  Fundraising  Dinner  in  Dallas,  Texas 
November  1,  1991 


Thank  you,  Ray  Hunt,  and  thank  all  of 
you.  Barbara  and  I  are  thrilled  and  delight¬ 
ed  to  be  with  you.  And,  Ray,  thank  you  for 
your  leadership  on  this  dinner,  you  and 
Perry  Bass,  and  Elvis,  and  my  dear  friends, 
Bill  and  Rita  Clements,  the  great  Governor 
of  this  State.  Phil  Gramm,  and  Tom  Loef- 
fler,  and  all  the  chairmen  and  cochairmen, 
thank  you  for  this  fantastic  welcome  back 
home. 

And  I  might  say,  if  I  don’t  get  in  trouble 
with  the  FEC,  that’s  the  Federal  Election 
Commission,  thank  you  for  a  wonderful 
send-off.  I  am  grateful  to  each  and  every 
one  of  you.  And  Phil  put  it  pretty  well;  I  do 
feel  a  lot  of  love  in  this  room,  a  lot  of 
friendship.  And  I  don’t  care  if  you’re  start¬ 
ing  out  in  Midland  or  Odessa,  as  Bar  and  I 
did  in  1948,  or  whether  you  come  up 
through  the  precincts  in  Houston,  Texas,  or 
run  with  the  support  of  friends  statewide 
with  a  spectacular  lack  of  success  for  the 
Senate  in  1964  and  70,  you  couldn’t  make 
it  without  friends.  You  couldn’t  make  it 
without  people  who  care.  And  we  have 
been  blessed  in  our  life  by  the  friendships 
from  the  people  of  this  State,  and  we  will 
never,  ever  forget  how  we  got  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  serve  our  country. 

And  it’s  the  greatest  time  in  history  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  I’m 
grateful  to  each  and  every  one  of  you. 

And  I’m  very  proud  of  our  statewide  po¬ 
litical  team.  I  mentioned  Bill  Clements.  I 
must  say  I  wish  you  were  in  Austin  right 
now.  I  shouldn’t  wish  that  on  anybody, 
but — [ laughter ] — we  miss  him  badly.  And  I 
miss  his  counsel  as  Governor  and  his  leader¬ 
ship. 

But  I  salute  our  State  chairman  Fred 
Meyer,  who  is  doing  a  superb  job.  And  he’s 
working  hard  to  see  that  we  get  a  fair  shake 
in  redistricting,  I  might  add.  And  then,  of 
course,  our  statewide  office  holders,  my 
dear  and  old  friend,  Kay  Bailey  Hutchison 


and  Rick  Perry,  who  did  the  Lord’s  work  by 
getting  selected  to  commissioner  of  agricul¬ 
ture. 

Reverend  Benton,  thank  you.  And  to  this 
magnificent  music,  I  don’t  know  how  to 
begin  to  say  thank  you  to  the  Texas  Boys 
Choir,  to  the  Vocal  Majority,  University  of 
North  Texas  Band.  You  are  magnificent, 
and  thank  you  all  for  this  very  special  treat. 

And  I  debated  what  to  talk  about.  Really, 
we’re  here  to  talk  about  America’s  bright 
hopes  for  the  future,  a  future  that  really  is 
built  on  special  values  that  we’ve  always 
held  dear.  These  values  are  special  to  Texas: 
A  commitment  to  economic  growth,  a 
steadfast  respect  for  the  individual,  a  proud 
determination  to  carry  faith  in  democracy 
to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Phil  Gramm  knows  what  I’m  talking 
about.  So  do  thousands  of  other  Texans,  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans.  We  have  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  opportunity  before  us.  Together  we 
can  cement  the  gains  that  Phil  talked  about, 
that  Ray  talked  about.  We  can  build  on 
those  gains.  And  let  me  tell  you  why.  I 
think  we  can  build  on  them  not  only  in 
foreign  affairs,  but  I  think  we  can  build  on 
them  domestically.  And  the  reason  is  I 
really  believe  that  the  values  we  all  share 
are  right  for  the  United  States.  The  pro¬ 
gram  that  I  have  is  right  for  the  United 
States.  And  we’ve  got  a  slight  problem: 
We’ve  got  too  darn  many  liberal  Democrats 
controlling  every  House  of  the  United 
States  Congress,  every  committee,  every 
subcommittee,  and  they  can’t  think  of  one 
new  idea.  All  they  can  try  to  do  is  block  my 
domestic  agenda. 

And  that’s  what  I  want  to  talk  to  you 
tonight  about.  We  need  your  help  in 
making  some  of  these  changes. 

Frankly,  we  believe  that  government 
should  ease  the  burdens  on  the  people.  And 
we  believe  that  for  a  fundamental  reason. 
We  believe  that  because  we  have  an  abid- 
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ing  faith  in  the  communities,  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhoods,  in  the  people  themselves.  And  we 
understand  that  when  we  talk  about  issues, 
what  we’re  really  talking  about  are  human 
values;  we’re  talking  about  people.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  too  often  we  talk  of  the  economy  as 
if  it  were  something  dry  and  technical, 
rather  than  what  it  really  is:  The  lifeblood 
of  the  American  dream. 

Years  ago  I  learned  that  economics  fo¬ 
cuses  mostly  on  people,  not  on  numbers. 
And  I  do  remember  those  early  days  in 
Odessa,  1948,  and  then  Midland  right  after 
that.  Then,  your  word  was  your  bond.  You 
shook  hands  with  a  guy  on  an  oil  deal, 
Perry,  and  it  kept;  it  took.  That’s  all  you 
needed.  You  didn’t  need  25,000  lawyers 
drawing  up  escrow  agreements.  You  had 
the  values  out  there. 

The  neighborhood  meant  something.  The 
strength  of  family  was  strong  and  meant 
something.  And  as  Ray  touched  on  it,  and 
this  music  said,  faith  was  terribly,  terribly 
important.  You  chose  your  schools,  taught 
people  without  being  afraid  of  it,  to  say  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  or  to  express  their  pa¬ 
triotism. 

Now,  it  doesn’t  take  long  for  anyone  to 
understand  that  the  great  strength  of  our 
country  is  in  the  neighborhoods  and  in  the 
cities  and  in  the  towns  and,  yes,  in  the 
family  and  in  our  churches  and  synagogues. 
It  is  not  shielded  and  isolated  in  subcommit¬ 
tees  on  Capitol  Hill.  Not  by  a  long  shot.  It  is 
in  the  neighborhoods  and  the  families  of 
West  Texas  and  Dallas  and  Houston  and 
South  Texas  and  the  Panhandle  and  Waco 
and  wherever.  It’s  a  strength  that  comes 
from  a  simple  source:  freedom.  Let  the  lib¬ 
eral  Democrats  then  pursue  these  programs 
that  enlarge  Government,  that  dictate  to 
every  single  community  by  mandated  bene¬ 
fits  how  you’re  going  to  run  your  schools  if 
you  want  that  Federal  money.  That’s  your 
money.  If  you  want  that  Federal  money, 
you  have  to  live  by  code  A,  B,  C,  or  D.  And 
you  have  to  have  25  regulators  coming  in  to 
be  sure  that  you  live  by  the  mandate  set  by 
a  subcommittee  chairman  that’s  been  in 
office  30  years.  That’s  not  good  enough  for 
America,  and  I  want  to  change  this  Con¬ 
gress. 

The  problem  is  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  on  the  liberal  Democrats  that 


control  it.  And  I  have  been  a  javelin  catcher 
too  long  up  there.  I  have  been  kind,  and  I 
have  been  gentle.  And  I  have  tried  to  work 
with  these  guys  that  control  the  Congress, 
the  liberals  on  one  side,  and  I’m  tired  of  it. 
And  I  can’t  wait  to  be  a  candidate,  when  I 
decide  to  be  one — [ laughter ] — and  take  this 
to  the  American  people.  They  are  tired  of 
it.  They  are  sick  and  tired  of  it. 

I’ll  tell  you  something.  They  say,  “No  do¬ 
mestic  agenda.”  They’ve  got  a  domestic 
agenda,  and  that’s  blocking  my  domestic 
agenda.  Those  old  guys  that  control  those 
subcommittees  haven’t  had  a  new  idea  in 
the  30  years  they’ve  been  there.  [Laughter] 
And  it’s  time  to  change  it.  And  I  mean  it. 

Why  do  you  think  the  American  people 
are  so  excited  about  term  limitations? 
They’ve  wised  up.  They  understand  it.  And 
I’m  going  to  fight  for  that  too,  all  next  year. 
It  only  seems  fair.  I’ve  got  to  limit  my  term. 
Why  shouldn’t  they  limit  their  term? 
[Laughter]  Fairplay. 

Let’s  talk  about  a  growth  package.  I’ve 
been  pressing  the  Congress  for  a  real 
growth  package.  It  started  in  my  first  State 
of  the  Union,  second  State  of  the  Union, 
third  State  of  the  Union.  Let  me  just  give 
you  my  views  on  what — if  we  had  more 
decent-thinking  people  in  the  Congress  like 
Phil  Gramm — what  we  could  do  to  help  the 
economy. 

There  are  some  people  hurting  in  this 
country,  and  they’re  hurting  bad.  And  their 
families  can’t  make  ends  meet.  And  some 
people  are  getting  put  out  of  work.  And 
they  need  a  growth  package  that’s  going  to 
create  jobs.  And  I’ve  called  for  the  things 
that  I  believe  would  help,  and  they’ve  been 
opposed  day  in  and  day  out  by  the  liberals 
that  control  the  United  States  Congress. 

One  of  them,  let  them  call  it  a  tax  break 
for  the  rich.  I  will  bear,  as  I  said  last  night 
in  Houston,  all  the  political  burden  that 
they  can  heap  upon  me  for  calling  a  capital 
gains  cut  a  tax  for  the  rich.  It  is  a  jobs 
creator.  It  is  an  entrepreneurship  bill.  We 
can  get  more  jobs  and  more  businesses 
going  by  a  capital  gains  differential  than 
any  other  single  thing.  So,  call  it  what  you 
want  to,  but  give  it  a  try.  The  American 
people  want  it.  It  shows  up  in  the  polls,  and 
they  ought  to  have  it.  And  they  don’t  have 
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it  because  the  Democrats  want  to  make  po¬ 
litical  hay  instead  of  putting  this  country 
back  to  work  through  new  jobs  created  by 
small  business. 

We’ve  got  to  increase  our  savings  base  in 
this  country,  and  that’s  why  I’ve  pushed  for 
incentives  like  IRA’s.  Particularly  those  that 
can  stimulate  the  housing  business.  And 
that’s  all  caught  up  in  an  old  thinking  of  the 
leadership  of  the  United  States  Congress. 
Fve  called  for  the  creation  of  a  permanent 
R&D  tax  credit,  research  and  development, 
so  we  can  retain  the  cutting  edge  that  we 
have  in  technology.  And  it’s  absolutely  es¬ 
sential.  Not  a  shortrun  boost  to  the  econo¬ 
my  but  something  long-run  that  is  going  to 
guarantee  our  competitiveness  around  the 
world.  And  that  means  jobs. 

I  want  to  see  more  investment  in  science 
and  technology  to  keep  us  ahead  of  the 
curve  in  world  competition.  I  want  to  see 
us  do  more  in  cutting  needless  Government 
redtape  that  frustrates  innovation  and  effi¬ 
ciency.  And  instead  of  that,  the  Congress 
comes  out  with  more  and  more  regulations. 
And  thank  God  we’ve  got  a  good  Vice 
President  up  there  that’s  trying  to  cut 
through  them  and  lift  the  regulatory 
burden  on  the  small  businessmen  of  this 
country. 

Jobs — we  need  jobs.  I’ll  tell  you  a  job¬ 
intensive  improvement  bill,  and  that’s  the 
transportation  bill.  My  State  of  the  Union 
message,  I  said  to  the  Congress,  I  need  two 
pieces  of  legislation.  We’ve  got  plenty  that 
we  need.  We  need  to  do  more  on  educa¬ 
tion.  We  need  to  do  more  on  these  econom¬ 
ic  incentives.  But  give  me  a  crime  bill  and 
give  me  a  transportation  bill  in  100  days.  It 
is  now  242  days,  and  I  haven’t  had  either 
one  of  them  on  my  desk. 

A  transportation  bill  would  put  a  lot  of 
Americans  to  work  and  put  them  to  work 
fast.  And  we  need  it.  Our  infrastructure 
needs  it.  And  yet,  we’ve  got  people  that  are 
haggling  up  there,  moving  the  previous 
question,  seconding  the  motion,  going  about 
all  this  parliamentary  gobbledy-gook  when 
the  American  people  want  action.  And  you 
give  me  a  Senate  controlled  by  people  like 
Phil  Gramm,  and  you’ll  get  plenty  of  quick 
action.  And  it  will  be  sensible,  and  it  will 
keep  the  taxpayers’  interest  in  mind. 

I’ve  told  you  why  this  economy  hasn’t 


gotten  the  kind  of  shot  in  the  arm  we  need. 
In  short,  one  party  has  controlled  both 
Houses  of  the  Congress  far  too  long.  We  did 
control  the  Senate  when  President  Reagan 
came  in,  and  you  can  take  the  offense.  He 
took  his  case  to  the  people.  He  said,  here’s 
what  I  want  to  do:  A,  B,  and  C.  And  at  least 
in  the  Senate  you  could  begin  to  move  the 
process.  You  could  get  your  ideas  tried. 

Today  I  pointed  out  these  things,  and 
they  aren’t  even  willing  to  try  them.  The 
only  way  I  have  gotten  some  good  legisla¬ 
tion  passed  is  to  veto  bad  legislation  and 
make  clear  to  this  Congress  I  am  not  going 
to  pass  any  more  of  your  bad  legislation. 
Now,  if  you  want  to  compromise,  fine.  But  I 
am  not  going  to  accept  it  the  way  you  send 
it  down  because  the  people  elected  me  to 
go  forward  with  these  ideas,  and  you  ought 
to  give  our  ideas  a  chance.  And  I’m  not 
going  to  change.  I  don’t  care  what  title  they 
have  on  it. 

You’ve  heard  the  question:  Why  does  the 
President  seem  to  have  successes  in  foreign 
affairs,  difficulty  in  domestic  affairs?  The 
answer  is  a  cinch.  [Laughter]  It’s  very,  very 
clear.  If  I  had  had  to  get  Ted  Kennedy’s 
approval  to  move  General  Schwarzkopf  to 
the  Persian  Gulf,  Saddam  Hussein  would  be 
in  Saudi  Arabia  and  Schwarzkopf  would 
have  been  in  Florida  still.  That’s  the  differ¬ 
ence.  And  that’s  a  fact.  And  the  American 
people  know  it’s  a  fact. 

It’s  not  a  political  statement.  That  is  a 
fact.  [Laughter]  You  just  look  at  the  record 
on  those  things.  [Laughter]  Suppose  I  had 
to  call  up  the  subcommittee  chairman  of 
the  Armed  Forces  Subcommittee  on  Latin 
America  and  say,  “Hey,  do  you  think  we 
ought  to  take  a  drug  dealer  out  and  save 
the  lives  of  Americans,  $nd  get  Noriega  out 
and  give  democracy  a  chance  in  Panama?” 
They’d  still  be  moving  the  previous  ques¬ 
tion,  asking  some  parliamentary  order,  “Mr. 
President,  can  I  speak  now?” 

We  do  it  because  you  have  the  power, 
the  national  security  responsibility  in  the 
Presidency.  And  that’s  clear,  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people  know  it’s  clear. 

The  other  night  I  was  in  Madrid.  Maybe 
still  on  Madrid  time;  I  feel  a  little  groggy 
here.  But  the  other  night  I  was  in  Madrid.  I 
think  we’ve  done  something  great.  We’ve 
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got  a  great  Texas  Secretary  of  State  in  Jim 
Baker  who  is  working  his  heart  out  for 
peace.  And  we’ve  done  something  that  the 
most  cynical  believed  we  could  never  do. 
Because  of  the  new  profound  strength  of 
the  United  States  and  prestige,  frankly,  of 
the  United  States  around  the  world,  as  a 
result  of  Desert  Storm,  we  were  able  to 
bring  warring  factions  together,  as  Phil  said, 
people  who  have  been  at  war  for  thousands 
of  years  to  at  least  talk,  to  come  together 
under  the  same  roof  in  Madrid  and  begin  to 
at  least  talk  about  peace. 

I  don’t  know  what’s  going  to  happen  in 
that.  I  don’t  know  how  successful  we’re 
going  to  be.  But  it  was  success  to  just  bring 
those  parties  together.  And  it  was  hard 
work.  And  you  had  to  stand  up  against  the 
skeptics,  and  you  had  to  challenge  old  shib¬ 
boleths,  and  you  had  to  go  forward  and  try 
the  most  complicated  diplomacy.  And 
whether  it  succeeds  or  not,  it’s  worth  the 
candle,  it’s  worth  the  effort. 

And  I’m  over  there.  I’m  dead  tired.  I  flip 
on  CNN,  which  was  in  my  bedroom  there 
in  the  Embassy  in  Madrid.  And  I  hear  the 
assistant  Democrat  leader  of  the  House 
demonstrating  his  interest  in  the  domestic 
agenda,  criticizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  being  in  Madrid  and 
trying  to  bring  about  peace  between  these 
warring  factions.  I’m  sorry,  I  don’t  care 
what  this  little  man  thinks.  I’m  going  to 
keep  on  leading  and  try  to  do  my  best  for 
the  United  States  of  America  and  peace  for 
his  kids  and  for  my  kids. 

Let  him  carp.  Let  him  criticize.  It’s  not 
going  to  get  to  me  one  bit,  because  I’m 
going  to  take  my  case  to  the  American 
people,  I  think,  if  I  decide  to  become  a 
candidate  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  [Laughter] 

The  Democratic  leaders  in  the  Senate, 
they  won’t  permit  a  straight  up  and  down 
vote  on  capital  gains.  More  of  them  are 
beginning  to  talk  about  it.  I  have  key  eco¬ 
nomic  appointments  to  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board,  been  sitting  there,  one  of  them,  Bob 
Clarke,  a  Texan  for  comptroller.  That  nomi¬ 
nation  has  been  up  there  for  9  months.  We 
have  two  directors  of  the  Fed,  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board,  the  Fed.  We’ve  got  some  prob¬ 
lems  there.  We  need  the  best  minds  we  can 
have  there.  And  yet,  they’re  blocking  these 


two  nominations. 

My  suggestion  to  them  is  do  the  people’s 
business.  If  you  don’t  want  the  people  I 
have  up  there,  send  them  back.  Say  you 
won’t  approve  it.  But  don’t  let  everybody 
sit  in  limbo.  And  the  Senate  ought  to 
reform  itself  and  stop  putting  holds  on 
nominees.  Consider  them.  Advise,  consent, 
but  don’t  just  sit  there  doing  nothing  when 
we  need  good  people  on  the  Fed. 

I  think  the  American  people  know  that 
I’ve  tried  to  reach  out.  I’ve  tried  the  kinder 
and  gentler  approach,  and  I’m  going  to 
keep  on  because  I  want  to  see  some  good. 
Might  not  sound  like  it  tonight — [ laugh¬ 
ter ] — but  I’m  going  to  keep  on  because  I 
really  believe  that  you  can  get  something 
done.  And  we  have.  We’ve  gotten  some 
good — a  good  legislation  through  in  a  com¬ 
promised  way.  And  sometimes  when  I  beat 
back  their  bad  legislation,  we  come  togeth¬ 
er  and  get  reasonable  legislation  done. 

But  let  me  give  you  an  example  of  what’s 
going  on  on  that  one.  There  are  some 
Americans  that  have  had  their  benefits  run 
out  for  unemployment.  They’re  hurting. 
Their  families  are  hurting.  I  don’t  care 
whether  you’re  Republican  or  liberal  or 
conservative  or  Democrat,  whatever  you 
are.  When  somebody  in  America  is  hurting 
like  that  you’ve  got  to  try  to  do  something 
about  it.  You’ve  got  to  care.  You’ve  got  to 
feel  a  sense  of  compassion  for  those  that  are 
hurting  in  this  country,  and  there  are 
plenty,  unfortunately. 

So,  I’d  like  to  see  an  extended  benefits 
check  go  out  to  these  people.  And  I’ve  told 
the  Congress  what  I  want.  What  I  want  is  a 
bill  that  will  extend  these  benefits;  do  it  on 
a  temporary  basis.  We’re  not  going  to  man¬ 
date  some  whole  new  program  there.  Take 
care  of  those  that  are  hurting  now,  and  get 
the  economy  moving  so  they  won’t  be  hurt¬ 
ing  in  the  future.  Take  care  of  them,  and 
get  those  benefit  checks  out.  But  do  it  with¬ 
out  burdening  everybody  that’s  working  in 
this  country,  all  those  that  are  not  working 
that  are  paying  taxes. 

Do  it  within  the  budget  agreement.  The 
caps  on  spending  is  the  only  control  that 
the  taxpayers  have  over  the  reckless  spend¬ 
ing  of  the  Democrats  that  control  the  Con¬ 
gress.  Do  it  in  a  way  to  protect  the  taxpayer 
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and  still  demonstrate  the  compassion  that 
we  feel  for  these  people.  And  they’d  rather, 
as  I  said  last  night — I  used  an  unfortunate 
analogy.  I  said  they  were  trying  to  stick  it 
up  my  ear.  [Laughter]  Let  me  try  to  re¬ 
phrase  that  for  you.  [Laughter]  No,  what 
they’re  doing,  what  they’re  doing  is  trying 
to  make  political  capital  while  these  people 
are  hurting  out  there. 

I  hate  to  tell  you,  but  I  read  in  the  paper 
this  morning  that  the  majority  leader  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  who  yesterday  com¬ 
pared  me  to  Herbert  Hoover,  wants  to  get 
his  people  to  vote  one  more  time  so  I’ll 
have  to  veto  one  more  time  so  he  can  then 
go  in  a  demagogic  fashion  to  the  American 
people  one  more  time  to  say  that  I’m 
against  those  people  that  are  out  of  work. 
And,  fortunately,  it  appears  that  the  other 
Democratic  leaders  are  much  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  helping  the  people  that  need  help 
and  coming  together  with  me  to  get  a  deal 
that  will  extend  these  unemployment  bene¬ 
fits  in  the  way  I’ve  told  you  I  want  it  done. 

And  I  don’t  care  what  the  majority  leader 
of  the  Senate  thinks  about  my  performance 
or  what  he  thinks  about  that  he  can  embar¬ 
rass  me  into  doing.  If  he  sends  me  down  a 
bill  that’s  going  to  bust  this  budget  agree¬ 
ment,  I’m  going  to  veto  it  and  send  it  right 
back  and  get  some  legislation  that  is  good 
for  these  people  and  good  for  the  taxpayer. 

I’ve  been  3  years  in  this  job  now,  and  I’ve 
never  criticized  the  majority  leader  before. 
But  he  is  not  going  to  dish  it  out  and  then 
be  unable  to  take  it.  I  refuse  to  catch  his 
javelins  anymore.  I’m  going  to  throw  them 
right  back  because  I’ve  got  the  truth  on  my 
side. 

And  let  me  just  say  on  other  bills,  I  am 
going  to  veto — I’m  not  going  to  worry 
about  it — any  bill  that  busts  this  budget 
agreement,  that  increases  the  outrageous 
deficit  that  we  are  laying  on  your  kids  and 
my  grandchildren.  We’ve  gone  too  far.  And 
we  have  in  place  constraints  on  spending. 
Every  day,  you  find  some  new  dire  emer¬ 
gency,  they  call  it,  to  bail  out  some  special 
program.  And  I’m  going  to  hold  the  line 
because  that  is  the  only  protection  that  all 
the  American  people  have  against  reckless 
spending  that  is  dry-mortgaging  the  future 
of  our  grandchildren  and  our  children. 

Let  me  say  that  I  am  pleased  when  we  do 


get  cooperative  work  with  the  Congress.  I 
don’t  want  to  say  we  never  do.  We  can  get 
a  crime  bill.  We  can  get  one  that  says  to 
every  guy  that’s  patrolling  the  drug  areas  in 
Dallas,  every  policeman,  “We’re  with  you. 
We’re  going  to  help  you.  We’re  going  to  get 
you  exclusionary  rule  reform,  or  habeas 
corpus  reform.  And  we’re  going  to  have  a 
death  penalty  for  those  that  kill  police  offi¬ 
cers,  and  it’s  going  to  be  prompt  and  fair.” 
The  problem  is,  we’ve  got  a  good  bill  out  of 
the  Senate,  and  now  we’ve  got  these  same 
subcommittee  old  thinkers  in  the  House 
trying  to  block  it. 

I  believe  we  can  get  a  decent  crime  bill.  I 
believe  we  can  get  a  decent  transportation 
bill.  Unfortunately,  today  the  extremes 
blocked  a  bipartisan  energy  bill.  Bennett 
Johnston,  a  Democrat;  Malcolm  Wallop,  a 
Republican,  have  a  decent  bill.  And  it  was 
blocked  by  some  parliamentary  procedure 
up  there  because  they’re  worrying  about 
the  caribou  in  Alaska  when  I’m  worrying 
about  jobs  for  the  American  people.  I’ll  go 
with  the  people.  Let  them  go  with  the  cari¬ 
bou. 

Bipartisanship — we’ve  got  something 
going  in  education.  We’ve  got  a  great  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Education.  He’s  got  a  great  deputy 
in  David  Kearns.  We’re  working  with  the 
Democrats.  We’re  going  around  those  sub¬ 
committee  chairmen.  We’re  working  with 
Democratic  Governors  and  Republican 
Governors  on  this  program  America  2000. 
It’s  good.  It  revolutionizes  education,  moves 
our  people  up,  gives  families  a  choice  of 
where  they  want  their  kids  to  go  to  school. 

And  if  we  can  somehow  manage  to  keep 
that  program  out  of  those  subcommittees 
I’m  talking  about,  we  can  really  offer  our 
children  a  brighter  future,  and  I  want  to  be 
a  part  of  that.  I  want  to  see  that  succeed. 
And  I  believe  we  can  do  it. 

The  liberal  Democrats,  they’ve  got  one 
formula:  Spend  a  little  more  money.  Do  you 
know  what  the  figures  are  in  education?  We 
spent  $190  billion  on  education,  total, 
around  ’80  or  ’81,  and  it’s  now  up  to  $400 
billion.  And  their  answer  is,  “Hey,  you  cut 
out  $2  billion  here,  or  you  didn’t  add  this  or 
that.”  That’s  not  the  point.  You’ve  got  to 
revolutionize  these  schools.  You’ve  got  to 
think  anew,  as  Lincoln  said,  “You’ve  got  to 
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start  over.”  And  that’s  exactly  what  we’re 
trying  to  do. 

I  have  one  other  thing  about  the  Con¬ 
gress  F d  like  to  bring  up  here  to  see  if  I  can 
generate  any  support.  I  have  an  old-fash¬ 
ioned  feeling  that  Congress  ought  not  to 
exempt  itself  from  the  laws  it  makes  others 
comply  with.  I  don’t  know  whether  that 
makes  any  sense  or  not. 

The  Equal  Pay  Act  of  1963,  Title  VII  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Act.  I  don’t  know  whether 
you  were  glued  to  your  TV  when  the  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas  hearings  were  on.  We  heard  a 
lot  about  sexual  harassment.  But  did  you 
know,  did  you  know  the  liberals  that  con¬ 
trol  this  Congress  have  seen  to  it  that  Con¬ 
gress  exempted  itself  from  the  sexual  har¬ 
assment  laws  at  the  same  time  they  were 
piously  lecturing  the  rest  of  the  country? 

I  think  the  American  people  want  Con¬ 
gress  to  comply  with  the  same  laws  that  you 
and  I  have  to  live  with. 

And  the  last  point,  and  this  is  the  last  one, 
I  really  do  believe  that  there  is  an  interac¬ 
tion  between  foreign  policy  and  domestic 
policy.  Somebody  mentioned,  either  Phil  or 
Ray  mentioned  the  free  trade  agreement 
with  Canada.  Yes,  I  go  down  to  Mexico,  and 
yes,  I  deal  with  their  marvelous  new  Presi¬ 
dent,  Carlos  Salinas.  And  yes,  we’re  work¬ 
ing,  spending  a  fair  amount  of  time  trying 
to  get  that  done.  But  that’s  not  foreign 
policy  per  se.  That’s  a  better  border  for 
Texas.  That’s  a  better  environment  along 
our  border.  That’s  more  jobs  for  Americans. 
And  I’m  going  to  keep  right  on  working 
with  President  Salinas  until  we  can  get  this 
historic  free  trade  agreement  through.  And 
the  same  with  Canada. 

When  I  meet  with  Mr.  Gorbachev,  as  I 
did  Monday  night,  “Okay,”  you  say,  “that’s 
foreign  policy.”  I  think  it  is  in  the  interest 
of  every  child  and  every  school  in  Dallas 
that  this  marvelous,  majestic  move  towards 
privatization  and  market  economy  succeed. 
And  it  is  in  the  interest  of  every  kid  in  this 
country  that  this  revolution  that’s  taken 
place  in  the  Soviet  Union  be  successful.  And 
it  is  only  the  United  States  of  America  that’s 
strong  enough,  knowledgeable  enough,  be¬ 
lieves  enough  to  see  it  happen. 

Ask  Bob  Mosbacher.  What  a  job  he  has 
done  taking  technology  over  there  and  busi¬ 
ness  expertise  to  the  Soviet  Union.  And  so, 


let  them  carp,  criticize  all  they  want.  Let 
them  make  their  political  brownie  points.  I 
am  glad  that  our  chance  for  peace  has  been 
enhanced.  And  our  chance  for  trade  will  be 
enhanced  much  more  if  we  are  successful 
in  working  with  these  new  leaders  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  in  the  Republics. 

I’m  very  proud  of  our  country,  and  I  am 
not  negative  about  our  country.  Frustrated 
at  times  with  the  Congress?  Yes.  Willing  to 
take  my  case  to  the  American  people?  Ab¬ 
solutely.  Willing  to  reach  out  my  hand,  as  I 
have  over  and  over  again,  to  the  Democrats 
that  control  Congress?  Yes,  I’m  going  to 
keep  right  on  trying  because  I  want  some 
things  done,  and  the  only  way  I  can  get 
them  done  under  the  status  quo  is  to  reach 
out. 

But  let  me  tell  you  this:  Next  year,  I  am 
going  to  go  to  the  American  people  as 
clearly  as  I  can.  I’m  going  to  put  my  record 
on  the  line,  the  shortcomings,  hopefully 
that  people  will  think  maybe  the  progress 
has  outweighed  the  shortcomings  and  say, 
“Here’s  where  I’m  coming  from.  Here’s  the 
kind  of  help  I  need  and  that  a  man  like  Phil 
Gramm  needs  in  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress.” 

We  believe  in  these  same  values  today  in 
1991  that  I  believed  in,  in  Odessa  that  I 
mentioned  in  1948:  Neighborhood,  family, 
freedom  of  individuals  to  make  the  choice 
on  where  their  kids  go  and  how  we  lead 
our  lives,  the  importance  of  faith  in  our 
lives.  I’m  not  embarrassed  to  stand  up  and 
salute  the  flag.  I’m  proud  of  it.  And  Amer¬ 
ica  is  proud  of  it  again  because  of  the  way 
our  kids  behaved  in  Desert  Storm. 

And  I  want  to  take  this  message:  Foreign 
policy,  domestic  policy  successes  we’ve  had, 
and  then  those  initiatives  that  need  to  be 
performed  on.  And  there’s  plenty  of  them. 
But  we’re  going  to  need  your  help,  and 
you’ve  given  us  a  wonderful  sendoff  by  this 
dinner  here  tonight.  But  we’re  going  to 
need  your  help  at  the  polls.  We’re  going  to 
need  your  help  to  see  that  our  great  Texas 
officers  have  more  support  in  the  elections 
that  lie  ahead.  And  we’re  going  to  need 
your  support  in  working  to  help  me  change, 
change  the  character  of  this  Congress  so 
that  your  values  and  the  values  of  Congress 
will  be  hand-in-hand  and  will  be  compati- 
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ble. 

I  can  tell  you  I  never  thought  Fd  look 
forward  to  another  campaign.  I  thought  I 
was  getting  a  little  too  tired  for  that.  And 
Fm  ready.  Fm  ready  because  I  believe 
there’s  so  much  at  stake  in  this  country,  and 
I  believe  Fm  blessed  with  a  wonderful  wife 
who  absolutely  has  enraptured  this  country 
because  they  see  in  her  something  strong 
and  decent.  And  you’ve  given  us  your  sup¬ 
port.  You’ve  given  us  your  support.  And  Fm 


going  to  do  what  my  mother  told  me  to  do, 
“Do  your  best.  Try  your  hardest.  Be  a 
decent  guy  in  the  process,  but  work  your 
heart  out  for  what  you  believe  in.”  You’ve 
helped  me  do  that. 

Thank  you  all,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:46  p.m.  at 
the  Reunion  Ballroom  in  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel 


Remarks  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Ronald  Reagan  Presidential 
Library 

November  4,  1991 


President  Reagan  and  Nancy,  Barbara 
and  I  are  just  delighted  to  be  here  on  this 
11th  anniversary  of  your  election  as  Presi¬ 
dent.  My  special  greeting,  of  course,  to  your 
fellow  Californians,  President  and  Mrs. 
Nixon;  also  President  and  Mrs.  Ford;  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Carter.  Mrs.  Johnson,  you’re 
so  sweet  to  be  here.  Members  of  the 
Reagan,  Kennedy,  Johnson,  and  Roosevelt 
families. 

As  I  listen  to  these  talks  I  got  to  thinking: 
Wouldn’t  Fred  Travalena,  Rich  Little,  Dana 
Carvey  have  a  wonderful  time  here  today? 
[Laughter]  And  I  was  so  moved  by  Chuck 
Heston’s  opening  comments;  and  Lod  Cook, 
congratulations,  sir.  Once  again,  you’ve 
stepped  up  and  done  a  superb  job.  Rever¬ 
end  Donn  Moomaw,  thank  you,  sir,  for  the 
invocation.  And,  of  course,  being  with  my 
trusted  adviser  and  military  leader,  General 
Colin  Powell,  is  a  treat.  And  then,  deja  vu, 
as  Sergeant  Alvie  Powell  sang  “The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner.”  He  did  that  at  my  inau¬ 
guration,  and  I’ll  never  forget  it.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Annenberg  and  all  who  worked  so  hard 
on  this  library,  our  profound  thanks  to  you. 

This  marks  an  historic  occasion.  For  the 
first  time,  five  Presidents  and  six  First 
Ladies,  past  and  present,  have  gathered  to¬ 
gether  in  the  same  locale.  The  four  former 
Presidents,  dedicated  public  servants,  and 
these  wonderful  First  Ladies,  each  has 
played  a  significant  part  in  the  American 
story. 


We  begin  with  the  37th  President,  Rich¬ 
ard  Nixon,  and  the  woman  we  know  and 
love  as  Pat.  Mr.  President,  you  were  an  in¬ 
novator  at  home,  a  peacemaker  and 
groundbreaker  abroad.  We’ll  never  forget 
it.  Here,  too,  are  Betty  Ford  and  America’s 
38th  President,  Gerald  Ford.  To  this  son  of 
Michigan  we  say:  We  are  very  grateful  for 
your  quiet  strength  of  character,  your  vigor, 
and  your  just  plain  innate  decency. 

Next,  we  thank  the  39th  President, 
Jimmy  Carter,  and  his  wife  Rosalyn.  Amer¬ 
ica  applauds  your  lifelong  commitment,  sir, 
to  peace,  to  human  rights,  to  helping 
others.  And  it  was  most  gracious  of  you  to 
make  such  an  extra  effort  to  be  here  today. 
And  I  feel  very  badly  that  you  haven’t  met 
a  Democratic  President  yet,  but  please 
don’t  do  anything  about  that.  [Laughter] 

And  Lady  Bird,  Mrs.  Johnson,  we  salute 
you  for  your  dedication  to  our  natural 
beauty  and  also  for  your  love  of  family  that 
shines  through  every  single  day. 

Today,  we’re  here  to  honor  “An  Ameri¬ 
can  Life,”  which  is  the  title  of  his  autobiog¬ 
raphy.  We  also  honor  an  American  original. 
Ronald  Reagan  was  born  on  February  6th, 
but  his  heart  is  the  Fourth  of  July.  And  with 
his  disarming  sense  of  humor,  President 
Reagan  was  something  refreshingly  differ¬ 
ent  in  Washington:  A  politician  who  was 
funny  on  purpose.  [Laughter]  And  he  also 
was,  though,  a  visionary,  a  crusader,  and  a 
prophet  in  his  time. 
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He  was  a  political  prophet,  leading  the 
tide  toward  conservatism.  He  was  also  a 
Main  Street  prophet.  He  understood  that 
America  is  great  because  of  what  we  are, 
not  what  we  have.  Politics  can  be  cruel,  can 
be  mean  and  ugly  and  uncivil.  And  unfail¬ 
ingly,  Ronald  Reagan  was  strong  and  gentle. 
And  he  ennobled  public  service.  He  em¬ 
bodied  the  American  character.  He  came 
from  the  heart  of  America  geographically 
and  culturally. 

Not  even  a  bullet  from  the  gun  of  a 
would-be  assassin  could  stay  his  spirit.  I  re¬ 
member  the  terrible  day  in  March  of  ’81. 
He  looked  at  the  doctors  in  the  emergency 
room  and  said,  “I  hope  you’re  all  Republi¬ 
cans.”  [Laughter]  Well,  Republicans  or 
Democrats,  his  courage  and  humor  made  us 
all  proud,  proud  to  be  Americans.  And  for  8 
years,  I  was  very  proud  to  be  his  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent.  And  I  saw  a  man  who  was  thoughtful, 
sentimental,  sending  money  to  strangers 
who  touched  him,  writing  letters  on  yellow 
legal  paper,  and  asking  that  they  be  re¬ 
typed  because  he  wanted  to  make  it  easier 
for  the  recipients  to  read. 

As  President,  Ronald  Reagan  was  un¬ 
moved  by  the  vagaries  of  intellectual  fash¬ 
ion.  He  treasured  values  that  last,  values 
that  endure.  And  I  speak  of  patriotism  and 
civility  and  generosity  and  kindness,  values 
etched  in  the  American  character.  Once 
asked  who  he  admired  most  in  history,  he 
simply  responded,  “The  man  from  Galilee.” 

Mr.  President,  your  faith  is  what  is  true 
and  good,  and  that  helped  reaffirm  our 
faith  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
Ronald  Reagan  believed  in  returning  power 
to  the  people,  and  so  he  helped  the  private 
sector  create  more  than  16  million  jobs.  He 
sought  to  enlarge  opportunity,  not  Govern¬ 
ment.  So,  he  lowered  taxes  and  spending 
and  cut  inflation  and  helped  create  the 
longest  peacetime  boom  in  American  histo¬ 
ry. 

How  ironic  that  the  oldest  President  of 
the  United  States  would  prove  as  young  as 
the  American  spirit.  Here,  as  in  Washing¬ 
ton — [applause] — here,  as  in  Washington,  he 
was  aided  by  the  true  love  of  his  life.  As 
First  Lady,  Nancy  championed  the  Foster 
Grandparents  Program,  heightened  breast 
cancer  awareness.  She  refurbished  the 
White  House  with  the  dignity  that  is  her 


legacy.  She  sure  left  us  a  nice,  cozy  place  to 
live,  I  might  say.  [Laughter]  And  to  the 
scourge  of  drugs,  she  urged  America’s  chil¬ 
dren  to  “Just  Say  No.”  And  Nancy,  for  these 
things  and  many  more,  all  Americans  salute 
you. 

And  finally,  the  President  was  a  global 
prophet.  Today,  we’ve  heard  this,  but  the 
world  is  safer  because  he  believed  that  we 
who  are  free  to  live  our  dreams  have  a  duty 
to  support  those  who  dream  of  living  free. 

He  predicted  that  communism  would 
land  in  the  dustbin  of  history,  and  history 
proved  him  right.  And  he  knew  that  when 
it  comes  to  national  defense,  finishing 
second  means  finishing  last.  So  he  practiced 
what  he  preached,  supporting  a  strong  mili¬ 
tary  and  pioneering  the  Strategic  Defense 
Initiative.  And  his  vision  paid  off  for  every 
American  in  the  sea  and  sands  of  the  Gulf. 
And  America  thanks  him  for  that,  too. 

Mr.  President,  history  will  record  the 
1980’s  were  not  only  among  America’s 
finest  hours,  they  became  perhaps  democra¬ 
cy’s  finest  era.  Our  friend  the  Iron  Lady,  as 
usual,  said  it  best.  I  speak  of  Margaret 
Thatcher,  your  fellow  liegeman  of  liberty. 
Recently,  she  spoke  of  how  great  leaders 
are  summed  up  in  a  sentence.  Here’s  a 
quote:  “Ronald  Reagan  won  the  cold  war 
without  firing  a  shot.  He  had  a  little  help. 
At  least  that’s  what  he  tells  me.”  [Laughter] 
And  looking  here  at  men  and  women  from 
Presidencies  of  the  last  three  decades,  it 
occurs  to  me  that  help  came  largely  from 
the  American  people  and  you. 

Here’s  part  of  what  the  historians  will  say 
of  Ronald  Reagan:  He  was  the  Great  Com¬ 
municator  and  also  the  Great  Liberator. 
From  Normandy  to  Moscow,  from  Berlin  to 
the  Oval  Office,  no  leader  since  Churchill 
used  words  so  effectively  to  help  freedom 
unchain  our  world. 

You  were  prophet  and  President,  and  I 
want  to  thank  you  for  your  many,  many 
kindnesses  to  Barbara  and  to  me.  You  love 
this  country.  You  know  America.  And  you 
have  blessed  America  as  few  men  ever 
have.  Now,  it  is  my  distinct  privilege  and 
honor  to  introduce  the  40th  President  of 
the  United  States,  Ronald  Reagan. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:15  p.m .  in 
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Simi  Valley,  CA.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred 
to  actor  Charlton  Heston,  master  of  ceremo¬ 
nies;  Lod wrick  M.  Cook,  chairman,  board  of 
trustees,  Ronald  Reagan  Presidential  Foun¬ 
dation,  and  Walter  H.  Annenberg,  founda¬ 
tion,  member;  Rev.  Donn  Moomaw,  senior 


pastor  of  Bel  Air  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Bel  Air,  CA;  and  former  British  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Margaret  Thatcher.  Presidents  Richard 
M.  Nixon,  Gerald  R.  Ford,  Jimmy  Carter, 
and  Ronald  Reagan  also  spoke  at  the  dedi¬ 
cation  ceremony. 


Nomination  of  James  Roderick  Lilley  To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary 
of  Defense 
November  4,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  James  Roderick  Lilley  to 
be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for 
International  Security  Affairs  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense.  He  would  succeed  Henry 
S.  Rowen. 

Ambassador  Lilley  has  served  as  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  People’s  Republic  of  China, 
1989-1991.  Prior  to  this  he  was  Ambassador 
to  the  Republic  of  Korea,  1986-1989.  He 
was  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  East 
Asian  and  Pacific  Affairs  at  the  Department 
of  State,  1985-1986,  and  a  consultant  on 
international  security  affairs  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense,  1984-1985.  Ambassador 
Lilley  has  also  served  as  Political  Coordina¬ 
tor  and  Senior  East  Asian  Specialist  for  the 
National  Security  Council,  1981;  and  Na¬ 
tional  Intelligence  Officer  for  China,  the 


senior  post  in  the  intelligence  community 
on  Chinese  affairs,  1975-1978.  Ambassador 
Lilley  has  served  in  several  capacities  for 
various  American  Embassies  in  East  Asia, 
including  the  Philippines,  Cambodia,  Laos, 
Thailand,  Hong  Kong  and  the  People’s  Re¬ 
public  of  China.  He  has  also  served  as  an 
adjunct  professor  at  Johns  Hopkins  School 
for  Advanced  International  Studies  for  3 
years. 

Ambassador  Lilley  graduated  from  Yale 
University  (B.A.,  1951)  and  George  Wash¬ 
ington  University  (M.A.,  1972).  He  was  born 
January  15,  1928.  He  served  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  1946-1947,  and  the  U.S.  Air  Force, 
1951-1954.  Ambassador  Lilley  is  married, 
has  three  children,  and  resides  in  Chevy 
Chase,  MD. 


Remarks  on  Presenting  the  Environmental  Youth  Awards 
November  5,  1991 


Welcome  all.  And  thank  you,  Bill  Reilly, 
for  getting  all  this  together.  And  Fm  glad  to 
see  our  in-house  environmentalists,  CEQ 
Chairman  Mike  Deland  sitting  over  here. 
And  I  also  want  to  thank  the  EPA  regional 
officers  and  the  teachers  and  the  adminis¬ 
trators  who  together  make  this  program 
work. 

And  finally,  let  me  especially  welcome 
the  award  winners,  America’s  young  envi¬ 
ronmentalists,  welcome  all  to  the  White 
House  on  this  cool,  clear,  you-can-see-for- 
ever  day.  And  think  back  to  when  you  start¬ 


ed  your  projects.  You  may  have  set  out  to 
make  your  community  a  bit  cleaner  or  to 
come  up  with  a  way  to  re-use  resources  we 
use  every  day  and  simply  toss  in  the  trash, 
but  the  example  you  set  shines  far  beyond 
your  school  and  far  beyond  your  neighbor¬ 
hood.  What  you’ve  done  tells  other  kids, 
“You  can  make  a  difference.”  What  you’ve 
done  inspires  adults  to  follow  your  lead. 

Let  me  give  you  a  true  example.  Two 
years  ago  at  the  very  same  place,  same 
awards  setting,  one  winner  came  up  to  the 
stage  to  shake  hands,  which  I  hope  you  all 
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will  do,  and  asked  me,  “Do  you  recycle  at 
the  White  House?”  [Laughter]  And  I  told 
him,  “Well,  if  we  don’t  already,  we  do 
now.”  [Laughter]  That  kid’s  probably  run¬ 
ning  for  Congress  out  there  somewhere;  he 
was  10  at  the  time. 

Well,  today  I  am  pleased  to  announce  to 
this  year’s  winners  that  last  week  I  signed 
an  Executive  order,  effective  immediately, 
instructing  that  all  Federal  agencies  here  in 
Washington  and  out  in  our  regional  offices 
all  across  this  country  introduce  recycling 
programs.  Some  of  them  have  them,  but 
not  all.  And  I  also  ordered  our  agencies  to 
use  recycled  materials  wherever  possible. 
So,  we  are  serious  about  recycling. 

Whether  it’s  recycling  waste  or  reclaim¬ 
ing  a  stream  or  a  shoreline  or  raising  the 
overall  environmental  awareness,  each  one 
of  these  winning  projects  is  a  marvel  to 
your  imagination,  to  your  energy,  and  to 
your  ingenuity.  No  matter  how  different, 
each  one  shows  how  an  idea  that  originates 
in  the  classroom  can  have  an  impact  in  the 
community. 

I  can’t  single  out  all  of  you,  but  I  hope 
you  won’t  mind  that  I  just  make  a  special 
mention  of  our  youngest  environmentalists, 
who  happen  also  to  come  from  farthest 
away:  the  second  grade  classes  from  Mililani 
Town,  Hawaii.  I  understand  Karla — and  I 
want  to  be  sure  I  get  this  right,  is  it  DeGu- 
chi?  Right  pronunciation?  Good.  Karla — I 
didn’t  want  to  get  that  wrong — has  made  a 
long  trip  from  Oahu  to  accept  the  award 
today  for  all  her  classmates.  Karla  and  her 
fellow  students  started  with  a  slogan, 
“Earth  Day,  Every  Day,”  and  set  up  a 
series  of  projects  to  show  how  they  could  do 
their  part  to  take  care  of  our  Earth.  And 
they  put  up  bird  feeders  and  turned  trash 
to  compost  and  planted  trees. 

But  they  didn’t  stop  there.  They  set  up  a 
school-based  recycling  drive,  and  it  may 
surprise  you  to  hear  what  these  second 
graders  from  Hawaii  did  with  the  money 
they  raised.  They  used  it  to  “adopt”  four 
acres  of  endangered  rain  forest,  Guatema¬ 
lan  rain  forest,  to  preserve  a  small  corner  of 


nature  that  they  will  probably  never  see. 

Other  projects  start  out  as  selfless  acts 
and,  along  the  way,  prove  that  looking  after 
our  environment  makes  good,  sound  busi¬ 
ness  sense.  Take  the  students  from  Haw¬ 
thorne  Elementary  School  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
They  set  out  to  clean  up  a  creek  running 
through  the  business  district,  a  creek  that 
had  literally  become  a  dumping  ground.  As 
the  kids  cleaned  this  creek,  they  found  the 
garbage,  all  the  cans,  glass,  and  bottles 
dumped  there,  had  some  value,  had  some 
real  value.  And  so,  they  sold  it  for  scrap, 
call  it  “Trash  for  Cash,”  and  used  the 
money  they  made  to  keep  the  cleanup 
going. 

Together,  they  transformed  that  unsightly 
trash  heap  into  a  nature  park.  And  they 
gave  it  a  new  name,  Hidden  Hollow,  and 
today  it’s  a  learning  center  for  other  stu¬ 
dents,  a  kind  of  outdoor  classroom  encour¬ 
aging  everyone  to  be  environmentally 
aware. 

You’re  here  today  because  of  the  way  you 
look  at  the  world.  You  look  at  the  sky 
above,  the  trees,  rivers,  and  streams  all 
around  and  see  them  for  what  they  are: 
nature’s  gift,  something  precious  we  must 
preserve  and  pass  on  years  from  now  to 
your  children. 

And  once  again,  congratulations  to  all  of 
you.  And  I  hope  that  all  Americans,  young 
and  old,  in  the  Government  and  back  in 
your  communities,  can  join  as  partners  in 
preserving  our  environment. 

And  now,  with  our  able  Administrator’s 
help.  Bill  Reilly’s  help,  well  ask  you  to 
come  up  on  stage  to  receive  your  awards. 
And  thank  you  all  for  being  here. 

[At  this  point ,  the  President  presented  the 
awards.] 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  It’s  a 
great  day,  and  how  inspiring  it  is  to  see  this 
work.  It’s  wonderful.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:25  a.m.  in 
Room  450  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  Discussions  With  President 
Nicephore  Soglo  of  Benin 
November  5,  1991 


The  President.  That’s  a  very  nice  personal 
message,  but  I  want  to  say  with  the  journal¬ 
ists  here  that  we  are  so  respectful  of  every¬ 
thing  you  are  trying  to  do  there  and  the 
way  you’re  going  about  it.  I  know  you’re 
here  for  a  big  honor,  what  we  consider 
quite  an  honor,  on  your  visit  here.  But  I’m 
just  so  pleased  you  found  time  to  come  by 
here  and  have  a  little  visit.  And  so,  not  only 
thank  you  for  the  hospitality  to  our  delega¬ 
tion,  but  I  congratulate  you  on  what  you’re 
doing  there  and  the  way  in  which  you’re 
going  about  it.  I  know  it’s  not  easy,  but  I 
think  you’re  setting  a  great  example  for 
other  countries  as  well  in  Africa. 

Economic  Growth  Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  your  guest  will 
pardon  the  interruption,  but  have  you  de¬ 
cided  what  to  do  about  a  growth  package 
yet? 

The  President  Well,  we’ve  got  one  out 
there,  Brit  [Brit  Hume,  ABC  News],  that  I 
just  wish  the  Congress  had  acted  on  long 
ago.  And  I’ll  keep  reiterating  it.  But  wheth¬ 
er  there  will  be  additional  steps,  I  don’t 
know.  If  they  had  taken  my  five-  or  six- 
point  growth  package  some  time  ago,  why, 
I  think  it  would  have  had  a  stimulatory 
effect.  What  I  don’t  want  to  do  is  come  up 
with  a  growth  package  that  just  further  bur¬ 
dens  the  American  taxpayer.  And  I’m  not 
going  to  do  that.  And  so,  some  of  these 
suggestions  that  shoot  the  long-term  inter¬ 
est  rates  right  out  through  the  roof  are 
simply  unacceptable. 

Q.  Are  you  talking  about  what  was  in  the 
budget,  sir,  is  that  correct? 

The  President  No,  I’m  talking  about  the 
idea  of  getting  broad - 

q  - your  own  package - 

The  President  - tax  cuts  without 

regard  as  to  what  it  does  to  long-term  inter¬ 
est  rates  and  the  budget  agreement,  yes. 

Q.  But  your  own  package  is  what  was 
called  for  in  the  budget? 

The  President  Oh  yes,  and  what  we’re 
talking  about,  about  a  transportation  bill, 


about  IRA’s,  about  capital  gains,  about  all 
kinds  of  stimulatory  steps  that  can  be  taken 
without  busting  the  budget  agreement.  But 
you’re  getting  caught  up  in  domestic  poli¬ 
tics  now.  [Laughter]  But,  if  you’ll  excuse 
me - 

Aid  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  It  looks  like  you’re  going  to  have  a 
meeting  in  there - 

The  President  You’re  a  little  premature 
there,  Jessica  [Jessica  Lee,  USA  Today],  be¬ 
cause  we’re  going  to  be  discussing  that.  We 
don’t  want  anybody  to  starve.  The  United 
States  has  always  tried  to  be  of  assistance 
when  people  are  really,  truly  hurting.  But 
there’s  certainly  some  constraints  on  what 
the  United  States  can  do  right  now  because 
of  our  own  budget  problems.  And  so,  we’ll 
just  have  to  wait  and  see  what  develops 
there. 

Q.  Will  they  have  sufficient  credit,  when 
they  said  today,  they  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  today  that  they  don’t  have  enough 
money  to  last  the  month? 

The  President.  Well,  that’s  a  matter  that 
technical  people  have  to  look  at.  And  it  is 
highly  technical  because  it  relates  not  just 
to  the  current  state  of  play  in  the  Soviet 
Union  but  to  the  credit  of  all  the  central 
banks,  the  so-called  “V  banks.” 

Q .  “V  banks”? 

Q.  Will  there  be  some  announcements 
today,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  Will  I,  on  this  question? 

Q.  Yes. 

The  President  I  don’t  know.  I  would  not 
think  there  would  be  any  announcements 
today.  I’m  getting  my  signals  from  General 
Scowcroft  who’s  just  said  a  very  quiet  nod 
of  his  head.  [Laughter]  So  he  knows  what’s 
going  to  come  out  of  the  meeting,  and  I’m 
not  sure  I  do. 

Pennsylvania  Senatorial  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  is  the  Thornburgh 
race  so  close?  What’s  happened  there? 

The  President  How  do  you  know  it  is, 
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Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  Associated  Press]?  I 
mean,  I  don’t  know  how  close  one  way  or 
another.  I  just  don’t  know. 

Q.  The  polls  show  that  Wofford  steadily 
closed  that  gap  to  the  point  where  it’s  neck- 
and-neck.  And  Thornburgh  was  so  far 
ahead. 

The  President  Well  have  to  wait  and  see 
how  the  results  go.  Obviously,  we’re  very 
strongly  for  Dick  Thornburgh,  and  well 


see.  But  the  negative  campaign  that  was 
run  against  him  based  on  trying  to  blame 
him  for  problems  that  he  had,  over  which 
he  had  no  control,  maybe  that’s  a  harbinger 
of  things  to  come. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  1:40  p.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  this  exchange. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  President  Nicephore  Soglo  of  Benin 
November  5,  1991 


The  President  met  for  20  minutes  today 
in  the  Oval  Office  with  President  Nice¬ 
phore  Soglo  of  Benin.  President  Soglo  is  on 
a  private  visit  to  the  United  States.  He  will 
receive  the  African  American  Institute’s 
annual  Arthur  Houghton  Award  at  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York  on  November 
7.  The  President  expressed  his  admiration 
and  respect  for  President  Soglo  as  a  cham¬ 
pion  of  democracy  in  Africa  and  congratu¬ 
lated  him  on  his  award.  He  praised  Benin’s 


transition  to  democracy  as  a  model  for 
other  African  countries.  The  two  leaders 
discussed  ways  in  which  the  United  States 
could  support  Benin’s  policy  of  encouraging 
private  sector  growth  and  the  privatization 
of  state-owned  companies.  The  President 
told  President  Soglo  that  the  United  States 
was  looking  forward  to  working  with  him 
and  said  he  was  pleased  that  we  had  an¬ 
nounced  a  $57  million  grant  for  primary 
education  in  Benin. 


Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  a  Report  on  Federal 
Regulatory  Policy 
November  5,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

This  annual  Regulatory  Program  of  the 
United  States  Government ,  created  pursu¬ 
ant  to  Executive  Order  No.  12498,  sets 
forth  my  Administration’s  regulatory  poli¬ 
cies,  goals,  and  objectives  for  the  coming 
year.  This  Regulatory  Program ,  containing 
submissions  of  the  most  significant  regula¬ 
tory  activities  planned  for  the  year,  in¬ 
creases  agency  accountability  for  regulatory 
actions,  facilitates  coordinated  Federal  regu¬ 
latory  policy,  helps  reduce  unjustifiable  reg¬ 
ulatory  burdens,  and  provides  the  public 
and  the  Congress  with  better  access  to  the 
regulatory  plans  of  the  executive  branch. 

Federal  regulations  to  implement  the 


laws  that  protect  Americans’  health  and 
safety,  environment,  and  economic  system 
are  crucial  to  the  public  welfare.  But  these 
regulations  must  be  efficient  and  cost  effec¬ 
tive.  We  cannot  afford  for  them  to  be  other¬ 
wise. 

Americans  spend  billions  of  hours  and  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  each  year  dealing  with  Fed¬ 
eral  regulations  and  paperwork.  With  over 
100  agencies  implementing  thousands  of 
regulations,  the  Federal  Government  affects 
nearly  every  facet  of  American  life.  Al¬ 
though  intended  to  benefit  and  protect  the 
American  public,  Government  regulations 
may — through  faulty  design  or  clumsy  im- 
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plementation — have  an  opposite,  even 
harmful,  effect.  When  Federal  regulations 
impose  costs  that  exceed  benefits,  taxpay¬ 
ers,  consumers,  and  businesses  alike  are  ad¬ 
versely  affected — paying  both  higher  prices 
and  higher  taxes. 

That  is  why  we  are  committed  to  regula¬ 
tory  reform  and  paperwork  reduction.  This 
Nation  must  devote  its  maximum  energies 
and  capital  to  growth  and  prosperity,  con¬ 
sistent  with  protection  of  health  and  safety 
and  the  environment. 

To  reduce  unnecessary  regulatory  bur¬ 
dens,  I  have  asked  the  Council  on  Competi¬ 
tiveness,  chaired  by  Vice  President  Quayle, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Office  of  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Budget’s  Office  of  Information 
and  Regulatory  Affairs,  to  ensure  agency 
adherence  to  the  cost-benefit  principles  and 
the  regulatory  review  process  outlined  in 


Executive  Order  No.  12291.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Council,  the  Vice  President 
reaffirmed  the  Administration’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  remove  excessive  regulatory  bur¬ 
dens,  and  regulatory  agencies  renewed 
their  commitment,  consistent  with  law,  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  regulation  and  ensure 
that  rules  clearly  maximize  benefits  and 
minimize  costs. 

By  assuring  implementation  of  the  basic 
principles  set  forth  in  Executive  Order  No. 
12291,  I  believe  this  country  can  achieve  a 
more  rational,  more  reasonable  regulatory 
policy  that  both  protects  health  and  safety 
and  the  environment  and  benefits  Ameri¬ 
can  consumers  as  well  as  our  global  com¬ 
petitiveness. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  5,  1991. 


Statement  on  the  Confirmation  of  Robert  M.  Gates  as  Director  of 
Central  Intelligence 
November5,  1991 


Today’s  vote  is  a  confirmation  that  Bob 
Gates  has  the  professional  expertise  and  ex¬ 
perience  to  lead  our  intelligence  communi¬ 
ty  during  these  changing  times.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  Bob  undertaking  his  duties  quickly 
as  Director  of  Central  Intelligence  and 


guiding  our  intelligence  community  during 
this  historic  era.  He  is  a  true  professional  of 
great  integrity  who  will  bring  a  wealth  of 
experience  and  dedication  to  a  most  chal¬ 
lenging  task. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Postponement  of  the 


President’s  Visit  to  Pacific  Nations 
November  5,  1991 

The  President  has  decided  to  postpone 
his  planned  visit  to  Japan,  the  Republic  of 
Korea,  Singapore,  and  Australia.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  regrets  this  decision,  but  believes  that 


uncertainty  over  the  congressional  calendar 
requires  this  change.  The  administration 
will  seek  to  identify  a  new  schedule  for  the 
visits  through  diplomatic  channels. 
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The  President’s  News  Conference 
November  6,  1991 

Confirmation  of  Robert  Gates 

The  President.  Good  morning,  everybody. 
I’ve  got  a  little  statement  here,  and  then  I’ll 
be  glad  to  take  a  few  questions  on  this 
chilly  morning. 

First,  I  am  just  delighted  about  the  Gates 
nomination.  And  I  want  to  commend  the 
Senate  for  approving  him  to  be  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Central  Intelligence.  He  is  a  good 
man,  and  he  has  outstanding  credentials. 
And  he  served  the  country  well.  He’s  been 
at  my  right  hand  on  all  the  big  decisions 
we’ve  had  to  make  about  war  and  peace. 
And  I  know  he  is  going  to  be  at  CIA  an 
outstanding  Director,  serving  with  distinc¬ 
tion. 

I  think  yesterday’s  vote  brings  a  certain 
high  degree  of  professionalism,  dedicated 
leadership  to  an  Agency  that  will  be  under¬ 
going  significant  change  in  the  world  in  the 
years  ahead.  And  in  my  view,  the  Senate 
did  the  right  thing.  The  Agency  could  not 
be  in  more  capable  hands. 

VI  Elections 

There  are  four  other  votes  that  deserve 
comment.  Yesterday,  the  voters  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  selected  Senator  Wofford  to  be  the 
Senator.  And  Dick  Thornburgh,  who  served 
the  country  as  Attorney  General,  ran  a 
strong  campaign,  a  dignified  campaign.  He 
and  Ginny  have  worked  long  and  hard  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  for  our  coun¬ 
try.  They’re  wonderful  people.  And  I  know 
it  must  hurt  to  lose,  having  been  there 
myself,  but  I  know  that  Dick  has  a  brilliant 
career  ahead  of  him. 

We’re  very  pleased.  There  was  a  lot  of 
good  news  for  the  Republicans.  We  elected 
a  Governor  in  Mississippi,  the  first  Republi¬ 
can  Governor  in  this  century,  a  good  man, 
Kirk  Fordice.  He  has  pointed  the  way  to 
change  in  the  South.  We  believe  more  and 
more  Republicans  will  be  elected  in  South¬ 
ern  elections.  So,  that  is  very  good.  Similar¬ 
ly,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  it  was  a 
blowout.  We  had  a  huge  swing  to  Republi¬ 
cans  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate.  And 
in  Virginia,  right  here  across  the  river,  the 


Republicans  picked  up  eight  seats  in  the 
Senate  and  now  constitute  a  very,  very 
strong  voice  in  that  State’s  political  author¬ 
ity.  Roth  of  these  elections  bode  well  for 
Republican  ideas  and  values. 

Upcoming  European  Trip 

Let  me  comment  on  the  trip.  NATO  and 
the  American  presence  in  Europe  have 
helped  keep  the  peace  for  over  40  years. 
And  now  I  am  going  to  be  meeting  with 
the  NATO  leaders  in  Rome  to  talk  about 
the  challenges  of  security  in  the  post-cold- 
war  world  and  the  opportunity  for  partner¬ 
ship  with  former  adversaries.  I  view  this  as 
a  very  important  part  of  the  responsibilities 
of  the  President,  working  for  peace  around 
the  world. 

At  The  Hague,  that  is  more  economic  be¬ 
cause  we’ll  be  talking  about  our  growing 
cooperation  in  helping  the  democratic 
transformations  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  ways  of  expanding 
free  and  fair  trade  all  around  the  world, 
something  that  is  going  to  generate  a  lot  of 
new  business  opportunities  for  American 
farmers  particularly,  but  manufacturers  and 
service  industries  as  well.  For  example,  just 
to  put  this  in  perspective,  we  will  do  more 
than  $200  billion  worth  of  trade  this  year 
with  the  EC  nations,  and  every  billion  dol¬ 
lars  worth  of  manufactured  exports  means 
20,000  jobs  here  in  the  United  States. 

The  best  thing  for  American  agriculture, 
incidentally,  is  to  have  a  successful  conclu¬ 
sion  to  the  GATT  talks,  to  the  Uruguay 
round.  The  American  farmer  can  compete 
with  anybody,  but  he’s  got  to  have  free  and 
fair  access  to  the  markets  of  Europe.  And 
that  is  a  lot  of  what  well  be  talking  about 
when  we  meet  with  the  EC  leaders  in  The 
Hague. 

Domestic  Policy 

On  the  domestic  scene,  I  hate  going  away 
with  Congress  still  in  session.  Heaven  knows 
what  will  happen,  but  there  is  a  chance 
now  to  pass  a  growth  package  which  I’ve 
been  advocating  for  about  2  years  now, 
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while  the  American  people  are  demanding 
action.  Haven’t  seen  anything  coming  out 
of  Congress  yet  that  I  can  accept,  but  I  am 
not  going  to  give  up  on  that.  Fortunately, 
we’re  very  serious  about  getting  this  econo¬ 
my  growing,  and  we  do  have  strong  sup¬ 
port,  I  think,  on  both  sides  now  for  some 
sensible  ideas  on  growth. 

I  might  say  that  listening  to  some,  I  will 
just  respond  this  way:  We’ve  learned  the 
awful  price  of  isolationism — back  on  what 
I’m  trying  to  do  abroad  here — and  we’ve 
learned  that  protectionism  and  trade  isola¬ 
tion  hastened  the  worst  economic  depres¬ 
sion  in  modern  history.  So,  we’re  going  to 
be  proving  that  we  learned  those  lessons 
well,  and  we  are  going  to  be,  at  the  same 
time — we’ve  got  2  days  more  of  legislative 
action  this  week  here,  and  I  want  to  see 
them  move  forward  on  this  unemployment 
compensation,  doing  it  in  a  way  where  the 
tiny  percent  that  we  desperately  want  to 
help  get  helped,  but  we  don’t  burden  the 
95  percent  or  whatever  it  is  that  are  paying 
taxes.  I  don’t  want  to  do  this  by  breaking 
the  budget  agreement  in  terms  of  getting 
the  checks  to  the  people  whose  benefits 
have  run  out.  So  we’ve  got  to  get  going  on 
that  one  as  well. 

That  is  about  it.  There  are  some  other 
subjects,  but  I’m  glad  to  take  a  few  ques¬ 
tions. 

Postponement  of  Asia-Pacific  Trip 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  feeling  that 
it’s  panic  time  at  the  White  House,  it’s 
panic  time,  that  you  have  canceled  your 
Asian  tour  because  you  are  afraid  of  the 
voters,  the  people  getting  more  and  more 
resentful  of  your  foreign  travels  and  having 
no  real  solution  to  the  problems  of  jobless¬ 
ness  and  so  forth.  What  is  your  response? 

The  President  My  response  is,  that’s 
crazy.  I’ll  be  honest  with  you,  I  had  thought 
when  this  trip  was  scheduled  for  the  end  of 
November  that  definitely  the  Congress 
would  be  out  of  session.  The  Congress  had 
announced  a  target  date;  I  think  it  was  for 
November  4th  or  November  2d.  We’ve 
passed  that  date.  It’s  not  surprising.  But, 
nevertheless,  that  was  the  date  that  was  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  time  this  trip  was  set.  But  I 
think  it  is  prudent,  to  use  an  overworked 
word,  to  be  around  here  when  the  Congress 


is  still  in  session  and  especially  when  you 
get  down  to  that  year-end  crunch  where  a 
lot  of  crazy  things  can  happen. 

So,  I  didn’t  want  to  take  a  chance.  This 
trip  has  been  postponed,  not  canceled.  It 
does  have  some  very  important  aspects, 
particularly  the  Japanese  leg,  as  affects  jobs 
for  America.  But  that  is  the  reason,  Helen 
[Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

But  I  can  understand  the  political 
charges.  It  was  a  political  day  yesterday, 
and  we  did  very,  very  well.  So,  tomorrow 
they’ll  have  another  political  charge. 

VI  Elections 

Q.  Well,  Mr.  President,  why  shouldn’t 
people  think  that  you  are  running  scared 
when  the  number  of  people  who  say  they’ll 
vote  for  you  for  reelection  has  dropped  pre¬ 
cipitously,  when  you’ve  canceled  the  trip 
now  and  your  man  in  Pennsylvania  lost 
badly?  Why  shouldn’t  people  think  that 
you’re  running  scared? 

The  President.  Because  our  man  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  won  big.  New  Jersey  won  tremendous. 
Blew  them  away  in  Virginia.  And  so  please 
just  don’t  look  at  part  of  the  glass,  the  part 
that  is  only  less  than  half-full.  I  am  de¬ 
pressed  over  the  Thornburgh  race  because 
he’s  such  a  good  man,  but  you  look  at  the 
overall  record  and  what  I  stand  for  and 
what  our  party  stands  for:  Had  a  very  good 
day,  thank  you.  But,  look,  we’re  in  the  polit¬ 
ical  season.  These  guys  are  going  to  be 
making  all  these  charges.  I’ve  told  you  I 
don’t  live  and  die  by  the  polls.  Thus,  I  will 
refrain  from  pointing  out  that  we’re  not 
doing  too  bad  in  those  polls.  What  matters 
is  the  people  that  are  hurting.  And  let’s  try 
to  solve  the  problems  for  the  American 
people. 

But  we’ll  get  these  charges.  I  mean,  any¬ 
thing  you  do  in  this  job,  I’ve  learned,  you 
take  on  a  little  water,  get  a  few  hits.  If 
things  are  going  well,  why  you  know, 
people  are  smiling  and  cheering,  and  when 
they’re  not,  you’ve  got  to  redouble  your  ef¬ 
forts  to  help  people.  So,  I  don’t  worry  about 
the  criticism,  and  I’ve  told  you  before,  I  do 
not  live  and  die  by  these  polls  that  go  up 
and  down.  Having  said  that,  I’ve  seen  these 
head-on-heads,  and  I  feel  pretty  good  about 
it.  But  that  is — I  don’t  want  to  start  crowing 
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about  something  when  the  election  is  a  year 
away.  I’ll  be  facing  a  tough  fight.  All  these 
people  that  are  candidates  are  tough,  and 
nobody  is  going  to  be  taking  anything  for 
granted. 

Yeah,  Rita  [Rita  Beamish,  Associated 
Press]? 

Postponement  of  Asia-Pacific  Trip 

Q.  You  campaigned  very  vigorously, 
though,  for  your  man  in  Pennsylvania, 
Thornburgh,  and  it  wasn’t  even  close.  I 
mean,  he  lost.  For  a  guy  who  went  in  with 
more  than  a  40-point  lead,  he  lost  by  some¬ 
thing  like  10  percentage  points.  Did  you 
know,  did  your  advisers  see  that  coming 
yesterday  before  you  canceled  your  trip? 
When  did  you  cancel  your  trip,  and  also 
what  are  the  voters - 

The  President  The  trip  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  election  in  Pennsylvania.  Please, 
Rita. 

Q.  Okay.  Did  you  decide  to  cancel  your 
trip  before  yesterday? 

The  President  I  talked  about  it  because 
I’ve  been  worried.  I  talked  to  Bob  Michel 
on  the  trip  to  California,  and  I  said,  “Are 
you  definitely  going  to  adjourn  on  the 
22d?”  And  he  told  me,  I  hope  I’m  not  talk¬ 
ing  out  of  school,  “Well,  I  talked  to  the 
Speaker,  and  he  hopes  to  be  out  on  the  22d. 
But  for  the  first  time  he  indicated  we  might 
not  be  out  on  the  22d.”  This  from  the  Con¬ 
gress  that  said  they  were  going  to  be  ad¬ 
journed  on  November  2d  or  November  4th. 
And  I  simply  think  at  the  end  of  a  congres¬ 
sional  session,  it  is  important  to  be  there. 
All  kinds  of  crazy  things  can  happen  with 
this  crowd  that  controls  the  Senate  and 
House,  and  I’d  like  to  be  there  to  protect 
the  American  taxpayer  and  to  help  the 
American  worker.  So,  it  was  in  that  time- 
frame  that  I  got  to  thinking,  “Hey,  we’d 
better  .  .  — but  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 

the  Pennsylvania  election,  nor  the  great  vic¬ 
tories  in  New  Jersey,  in  Mississippi,  and  in 
Virginia. 

VI  Elections 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  saw  what  the 
issues  were  in  Pennsylvania,  what  do  you 
think  the  voters  there  were  saying  about 
Washington,  about  the  status  quo? 

The  President  I  just  take  Senator  Wofford 


at  his  word,  that  there  is  a  message  here  for 
the  administration  and  a  message  here  for 
the  United  States  Congress.  And  I  think 
when  the  economy  is  slow,  people  are  con¬ 
cerned.  They’re  hurting  out  there;  they’re 
concerned  about  their  livelihood.  He  got  a 
big  hand  for  saying  he  wants  to  help  on 
those  whose  benefits  have  run  out.  So  do  I. 
We’ve  got  proposals  up  there.  We  could 
have  had  those  checks  in  the  mail  literally 
weeks  ago.  But  I  must  protect,  try  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  taxpayers  in  this  country  who  don’t 
need  another  tax  increase.  A  lot  of  the  mes¬ 
sage  in  all  these  elections,  I  think,  had  to  do 
with  taxes. 

But  I  accept  Senator  Wofford — he  ran  a 
good  campaign — accept  his  explanation  that 
there  is  a  message  for  the  White  House,  and 
then  I  notice  he  said  for  the  Congress,  a 
Congress  that  is  controlled  in  both  Houses 
by  the  Democratic  Party.  So  listen,  as  far  as 
I’m  concerned,  we’ll  go  the  extra  mile,  and 
we’ll  try  even  harder.  But  I  will  try  to  do  it 
the  way  I  was  elected  to  do  it. 

Yeah? 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  potent  issues 
for  Senator  Wofford  was  health  care.  What 
message  do  you  take  from  that  develop¬ 
ment  in  Pennsylvania? 

The  President  Well,  I  listen  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  from  all  these  people,  Governors,  Sen¬ 
ators,  legislatures.  And  one  of  the  loud  mes¬ 
sages  was:  Don’t  raise  taxes.  One  of  the 
messages  in  Pennsylvania:  Try  to  help 
people  with  health  care.  So  you’ve  got  to 
balance  these  two.  And  we  are  working,  as 
you  know,  on  the  health  care  issue.  And 
stay  tuned  because  when  we  get  prepared, 
why,  we  will  be  coming  forth  with  some¬ 
thing  I  think  is  constructive.  But  you  cannot 
listen  to  just  part  of  the  message.  You’ve  got 
to  listen  to  the  whole  message.  And  most  of 
the  American  people  at  the  State  level  and 
the  gubernatorial  level  are  saying,  “Hey, 
please  don’t  hit  us  again  on  taxes.  Please 
don’t  raise  our  taxes  for  whatever  cause.” 
The  best  evidence  of  that  one,  check  it  out, 
is  New  Jersey,  where  they  just  blew  the 
Democrats  away. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  urge  voters  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  to  vote  against  David  Duke? 

The  President  Yes,  strongly.  We  had  a 
great  victory  in  Mississippi  yesterday.  And 
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Kirk  Fordice  won  a  good  clean  race  on  fun¬ 
damental  issues.  And  it  is  truly  unfortunate 
that  the  State  next  door  in  Louisiana — and 
they  vote  next  week  for  Governor — do  not 
have  the  choice  between  two  good  men. 
We  differ  with  Senator  Wofford,  but  I  think 
the  Pennsylvanians  had  a  choice  between 
two  decent,  good  men. 

And  I’ve  got  to  be  careful  because  I  do 
not  want  to  tell  the  voters  of  Louisiana  how 
to  cast  their  ballots  next  week.  That  is  a 
right  that  we  all  cherish.  It’s  a  personal 
right.  And  so  they’ve  got  to  make  their  own 
decisions. 

But  when  someone  asserts  that  the  Holo¬ 
caust  never  took  place,  then  I  don’t  believe 
that  person  ever  deserves  one  iota  of  public 
trust.  And  when  someone  has  so  recently 
endorsed  nazism,  it  is  inconceivable  that 
such  a  person  can  legitimately  aspire  to 
leadership,  in  a  leadership  role  in  a  free 
society.  And  when  someone  has  a  long 
record,  an  ugly  record  of  racism  and  of  big¬ 
otry,  that  record  simply  cannot  be  erased 
by  the  glib  rhetoric  of  a  political  campaign. 

So,  I  believe  that  David  Duke  is  an  insin¬ 
cere  charlatan.  I  believe  he  is  attempting  to 
hoodwink  the  voters  of  Louisiana,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  should  be  rejected  for  what  he 
is  and  what  he  stands  for. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  economy,  sir,  has 
been  reported  as  rather  weak  in  retail  sales 
and  consumer  confidence.  Are  you  con¬ 
cerned  that  consumers  are  not  responding 
to  the  interest  rate  cuts  that  the  Federal 
Reserve  has  put  through  and  that  the  econ¬ 
omy  isn’t  coming  back,  that  maybe  it’s  slid¬ 
ing  into  recession? 

The  President.  No,  I’m  not  worried  about 
it  sliding  into  recession.  I  am  worried  about 
consumer  confidence  because  I  think  when 
you  look  at  historically  low  interest  rates,  a 
lot  of  people  will  suddenly  wake  up  and 
say,  “This  is  a  good  time  to  buy  a  home,  a 
good  time  to  buy  a  car.”  But  I  worry  about 
it.  Of  course  I  do.  I  worry  about  it  when 
people  are  hurting,  or  think  that  they’re 
hurting,  or  worried  about  the  future;  you 
know,  this  right-track,  wrong-track  argu¬ 
ment.  Yes,  I  worry  about  that.  But  I  think 
we’ve  got  good  programs.  If  the  Congress 
would  move,  that  would  help,  not  solve  it 


all  but  would  help.  And  I’ve  put  forward 
initiatives  for  growth  that  I  keep  talking 
about,  have  been  in  the  State  of  the  Union 
Messages,  will  continue  to  talk  about  until 
we  get  action  that  doesn’t  hurt  the  econo¬ 
my. 

There  is  kind  of  a  panic,  kind  of  a  frenzy 
amongst  some  legislators  who  don’t  want  to 
get  home  because  they  heard  the  message 
yesterday  loud  and  clear  from  the  voters. 
And  the  frenzy  has  to  do  with,  “Well,  we’d 
better  do  something.  We’d  better  look  busy. 
We’d  better  accomplish  something.”  But 
the  “something,”  they’d  better  be  careful 
what  it  is  because  the  American  people  do 
not  want  to  have  a  higher  tax  burden.  And 
many  of  these  proposals  would  do  just  that. 
And  they  also  don’t  want  to  pay  higher  in¬ 
terest  rates.  You  notice  when  some  of  the 
proposals  were  floated  last  week,  long-term 
rates  shot  right  through  the  roof  because 
the  market  was  saying,  “Wait  a  minute.  We 
don’t  want  to  bust  this  budget  agreement.” 
That  is  the  only  safety  the  taxpayer  has,  and 
we  don’t  want  to  see  ourselves  get  into 
some  spiral  of  inflation  again. 

So,  it’s  not  an  easy  problem,  but  do  I 
worry  about  it  when  people  lack  confi¬ 
dence?  Of  course  I  do.  And  I  want  to  try  to 
find  ways  to  help  because  people  are  hurt¬ 
ing.  But  some  of  it  is — I  think  you  put  your 
finger  on  it — there  ought  to  be,  in  my  view, 
given  the  economic  place  where  we  stand 
now,  more  confidence.  I’m  not  trying  to  say 
everything  is  rosy,  but  I  am  saying  interest 
rates  are  down.  There  is  a  good  chance  to 
do  something  now  in  the  way  of  housing  or 
on  cars  or  on  whatever  that  we  haven’t  had 
before.  And  so  I  think  it  will  come  around, 
but  of  course  I  worry  about  it. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  offer  any  kind  of - 

Defense  Spending 

Q.  What  about  a  peace  dividend?  Why 
not  use  the  peace  dividend,  the  reduction 
in  the  military  budget? 

The  President.  Well,  we’re  reducing  the 
military  budget,  and  all  I  want  to  do  is  be 
sure  that  it  is  reduced  in  a  way  where  I  can 
go  to  the  American  people,  my  foremost 
responsibility  in  my  mind,  and  say,  “I  can 
guarantee  you  that  the  national  security  is 
where  it  should  be.”  Reckless  cuts,  no;  cuts, 
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yes.  And  Dick  Cheney  is  working  with  the 
Congress  on  this,  and  I  think  we’ll  have  a 
good  program.  And  I  think  it  will  be  at 
lower  levels  of  spending.  We’ve  already 
made  some  substantial  cuts  in  it.  So,  yes,  I 
don’t  think  anything  should  be  exempt, 
Helen. 

Economic  Growth  Legislation 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  come  up  with  your 
own  package  for  growth,  tying  things  to¬ 
gether,  something  new? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  I  already 
have  a  good  growth  package,  but  I  am  pre¬ 
pared  to  work  with  Congress  to  come  up 
with  something  new.  The  trouble  is,  when 
both  Houses  of  Congress  are  controlled  by 
people  who  look  at  these  issues  differently, 
it  is  difficult  to  get  the  people’s  business 
done.  The  people  do  not  want  to  bust  the 
budget  agreement;  in  other  words,  have 
more  Government  spending.  They  do  not 
want  higher  taxes,  and  yet  they  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  health  care  and  in  a  growth  pack¬ 
age  and  all  of  that.  So,  it  is  a  delicate  situa¬ 


tion,  but  we  will  continue  to  work  with  it.  I 
talked  to  the  leaders  before  leaving  here, 
and  let’s  hope  something  can  get  done. 

Foreign  Travel  T-shirt 

Q.  What  did  you  think  of  the  Democrats’ 
T-shirt  about  all  your  foreign  travel? 

The  President.  I  haven’t  got  one  yet. 
Haven’t  got  one  yet.  I  don’t  worry  about 
that. 

Congressional  Term  Limitations 

Q.  How  about  the  term  limit  vote,  sir? 
The  President.  Mixed  reviews  on  that. 
Yes,  they  lost  in  Washington  and  won,  I 
gather,  in  Texas  and  some  other  places.  So  I 
haven’t  really  analyzed  it  yet.  I’m  for  it. 
Okay,  thank  you  all. 

Q.  You’re  for  term  limits? 

The  President.  You  got  it,  Helen. 

Note:  The  President's  109th  news  conference 
began  at  6:49  a.m.  on  the  South  Lawn  at 
the  White  House ,  prior  to  his  departure  for 
the  NATO  summit  in  Rome. 


Statement  by  Press  .Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Extinguishing  of 
Kuwait’s  Burning  Oil  Wells 
November  6,  1991 


Today  we  celebrate  with  the  people  and 
the  Government  of  Kuwait  as  they  com¬ 
plete  a  major  step  along  the  road  to  recov¬ 
ery.  The  extinguishing  of  the  last  of  Ku¬ 
wait’s  burning  oil  wells  represents  a  re¬ 
markable  achievement.  In  less  than  9 
months,  a  unique  international  coalition 
capped  nearly  700  wells,  reversing  Sad¬ 
dam’s  cruel  efforts  to  achieve  with  sabotage 
what  he  could  not  do  with  his  military:  The 
destruction  of  Iraq’s  peaceful  neighbor  and 
the  fouling  of  an  entire  region  in  an  act  of 
mass  ecological  terrorism. 

Upon  the  liberation  of  Kuwait  last  March, 
the  President  directed  U.S.  agencies  to 
come  to  Kuwait’s  assistance  in  tackling  the 
disaster  perpetrated  by  Saddam’s  retreating 
army.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the 
country’s  1,037  oil  wells  had  been  damaged, 


and  610  were  burning.  Working  closely 
with  the  Government  of  Kuwait,  the  United 
States  lent  vital  support  in  engineering, 
transport,  and  other  areas,  support  which 
was  critical  to  the  success  in  extinguishing 
the  blazing  wells.  We  are  delighted  to  have 
been  partners  in  every  phase  of  the  fire¬ 
fighting  effort.  We  are  particularly  proud 
that  three  of  the  first  four  teams  on  the 
ground  in  March  were  American.  It  was 
these  teams  that  laid  the  groundwork  for 
the  success  that  followed.  American  teams 
capped  over  half  of  the  damaged  wells  in 
the  effort  that  grew  eventually  to  include 
firefighters  from  28  countries. 

We  share  Kuwait’s  joy  and  salute  the 
brave  men  and  women  who  met  this  histor¬ 
ic  challenge.  We  support  Kuwait’s  demand 
for  just  compensation  by  Iraq  for  these  and 
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other  war-related  damages,  and  we  remain  others  against  Saddam  and  his  policies, 
determined  to  stand  with  Kuwait  and 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  Discussions  With  Prime 
Minister  Major  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  Rome,  Italy 
November  7,  1991 


The  President  This  was  erroneously  billed 
as  a  press  availability  when  it  is  but  a  photo 
op.  So,  fire  away  on  the  photos. 

q  - meeting? 

Q.  What  did  you  discuss? 

NATO 

Q.  Do  you  expect  any  conflict  between 
the  European  defense  identity  and  the 
American  role  in  NATO  at  this  meeting? 

The  President.  I  think  that  will  all  be 
smooth.  Don't  you,  Prime  Minister? 

The  Prime  Minister.  Absolutely. 

The  President.  Really. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Were  all  here  to  re¬ 
inforce  NATO. 

Q.  But,  I  mean,  can  you  really  square  the 
Americans  keeping  a  dominant  role  when 
they're  cutting  back  their  forces  in  Europe 
for  understandable  reasons? 

The  President  We  have  a  sufficient  force 
to  take  care  of  our  obligation  and  our  own 
national  security  interests,  and  one  of  those 
fundamental  national  security  interests  is  a 
vigorous  participation  in  NATO.  It  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  do  this,  as 
well  as  in  the  interest  of  the  alliance.  So, 
that's  the  way  I  would  handle  that  one.  And 
I  think  our — I'm  just  going  to  not  leave 


here  until  every  single  member  of  NATO 
understands  that.  But  I  think  they  all  do; 
don’t  you,  Prime  Minister? 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  don’t  think  there's 
any  doubt  about  it.  Nowhere  in  Europe  is 
there  any  wish  to  see  any  damage  done  to 
NATO,  and  everywhere  in  Europe  is  there 
a  total  understanding  that  NATO’s  been  the 
guarantor  of  our  security  for  40-odd  years. 
That’s  how  it’s  been,  and  that’s  how  it  will 
stay. 

Q.  I  thought  that  the  Germans  wanted  to 
make  the  decisions  more  themselves. 

The  Prime  Minister.  The  position  in 
Europe  is  that  the  Europeans  feel  they  have 
to  take  the  greater  share  of  the  overall 
burden.  They  all  agree  to  that.  It’s  the  over¬ 
all  burden  within  the  NATO  structure. 

[At  this  point ;  the  President's  helicopter  ap¬ 
proached.] 

The  President  Here’s  our  man  circling, 
making  it  difficult  for  everybody.  But  thank 
you  all  very  much. 

The  Prime  Minister.  Thanks  very  much. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  8:04  a.m.  at 
the  Villa  Taverna ,  the  US.  Ambassador's 
residence.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Declaration  on  Developments  in  the  Soviet  Union  by  the  Heads  of 
State  and  Government  Participating  in  the  Meeting  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Council  in  Rome 
November8,  1991 


1.  We,  the  Heads  of  State  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  member  countries  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Alliance,  warmly  welcome  the  his¬ 
toric  events  that  are  fundamentally  trans¬ 
forming  the  Soviet  Union  as  we  have 


known  it  and  the  relationships  among  the 
republics.  By  their  resolute  and  courageous 
stand  against  the  illegal  coup  of  19th 
August,  the  men  and  women  of  the  Soviet 
Union  have  affirmed  their  determination  to 


1410 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Nov .  5 


build  a  new  future  based  upon  democracy, 
human  rights,  the  rule  of  law,  and  economic 
liberty.  The  nations  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance 
pledge  themselves  to  assist  in  this  great  en¬ 
deavour.  We  are  prepared  to  build  our  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  re¬ 
publics  on  the  basis  of  the  following  funda¬ 
mental  principles  that  have  guided  our  own 
policies  and  practices  for  decades. 

2.  It  is  for  the  peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union 
to  decide  their  future  relationship  through 
peaceful  and  democratic  means.  At  the 
same  time,  we  encourage  them  to  progress 
towards  a  common  ground  of  cooperation, 
both  among  themselves  and  with  us.  In  this 
process,  there  is  no  place  for  threats,  intimi¬ 
dation,  coercion  or  violence.  Authorities  at 
all  levels  should  respect  international  norms 
and  international  obligations,  especially 
those  embodied  in  the  Helsinki  Final  Act, 
the  Charter  of  Paris,  and  other  CSCE  docu¬ 
ments.  Consistent  with  these  commitments, 
government  must  be  based  on  democracy 
through  free  and  fair  elections,  and  on  the 
rule  of  law.  Inalienable  human  rights  must 
be  guaranteed,  including  full  respect  for  the 
individual  and  protection  of  the  rights  of 
persons  belonging  to  minorities. 

3.  In  a  period  of  dramatic  political 
change,  it  is  important  also  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  relations  that  leaders  of  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  republics  implement 
policies  that  contribute  to  international 
peace  and  security.  In  this  respect,  it  is  crit¬ 
ical  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  republics 
take  all  necessary  actions  to  ensure  that 
international  agreements  signed  by  the 
USSR,  especially  the  START  Treaty,  the 
CFE  Treaty,  the  Non-Proliferation  Treaty, 
and  the  Biological  Weapons  Convention  are 
respected,  ratified,  and  implemented.  We 
call  upon  all  authorities  to  refrain  from  any 
steps  that  could  lead  to  proliferation  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  or  other  means  of  mass  de¬ 
struction.  We  therefore  welcome  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  Soviet  leadership  to  ensure  the 
safe,  responsible  and  reliable  control  of 
these  weapons  under  a  single  authority. 
This  matter  affects  the  security  interests  of 
the  entire  Atlantic  Alliance,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  international  community  as  a  whole. 
The  Soviet  and  republic  governments 
should  adopt  firm  measures  to  prevent  the 


export  of  nuclear  or  other  potentially  desta¬ 
bilising  military  technologies.  We  urge  re¬ 
straint  in  the  development  of  conventional 
military  forces  that  by  their  size  and  charac¬ 
ter  could  exacerbate  political  tensions, 
retard  market  economic  reform,  and  con¬ 
tradict  efforts  toward  lower  and  more  stable 
levels  of  forces  as  embodied  in  the  CFE 
Treaty,  Because  it  reduces  the  dangers  of 
instability  and  enhances  openness,  the  CFE 
Treaty  is  in  everyone’s  interest,  including 
those  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  republics. 

4.  The  Allies  are  firmly  convinced  that 
political  change  should  be  accompanied  by 
economic  liberty  and  the  building  of 
market  economies.  We  support  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  economic  policies  that  promote 
trade  and  economic  cooperation  among  re¬ 
publics  in  the  interest  of  growth  and  stabili¬ 
ty.  In  this  context,  it  is  essential  that  all  the 
republics  assume  their  appropriate  responsi¬ 
bilities  vis-a-vis  Soviet  international  obliga¬ 
tions,  which  would  facilitate  integration  of 
the  Union  and  the  republics  into  the  world 
economy.  Newly  established  links  with  the 
international  financial  institutions  should  fa¬ 
cilitate  rapid  reform  towards  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  market  economy  as  the  basis  for 
economic  recovery  and  prosperity  for  the 
Union  and  the  republics.  The  Allies  stand 
ready  to  assist  in  this  historic  undertaking, 
including  through  technical  assistance  in 
key  sectors.  In  addition,  we  are  providing 
humanitarian  support  to  the  Soviet  peoples 
as  they  cope  with  the  political  and  econom¬ 
ic  crises  that  confront  them.  We  consider 
such  assistance  a  vital  contribution  to  the 
future  security  of  Europe  and  of  the  world 
as  a  whole. 

5.  We  hope  that  leaders  and  authorities  at 
all  levels  throughout  the  Union  and  the  re¬ 
publics  will  demonstrate  their  commitment 
to  the  values  and  principles  we  have  reaf¬ 
firmed  in  this  statement, 

6.  The  North  Atlantic  Council  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  consult  actively  on  developments  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  with  a  view  to  harmonis¬ 
ing  our  approach  towards  unfolding  events. 

Note:  The  declaration  was  made  available 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  was 
not  issued  as  a  White  House  press  release . 
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Declaration  on  Peace  and  Cooperation  by  the  Heads  of  State  and 
Government  Participating  in  the  Meeting  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Council  in  Rome 
November  8,  1991 


1.  We,  the  Heads  of  State  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  member  countries  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Alliance,  have  gathered  in  Rome  to 
open  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  our 
Alliance.  The  far-reaching  decisions  we 
have  taken  here  mark  an  important  stage  in 
the  transformation  of  NATO  that  we 
launched  in  London  last  year. 

2.  The  world  has  changed  dramatically. 
The  Alliance  has  made  an  essential  contri¬ 
bution.  The  peoples  of  North  America  and 
the  whole  of  Europe  can  now  join  in  a  com¬ 
munity  of  shared  values  based  on  freedom, 
democracy,  human  rights  and  the  rule  of 
law.  As  an  agent  of  change,  a  source  of 
stability  and  the  indispensable  guarantor  of 
its  members’  security,  our  Alliance  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  play  a  key  role  in  building  a  new, 
lasting  order  of  peace  in  Europe:  a  Europe 
of  cooperation  and  prosperity. 

A  New  Security  Architecture 

3.  The  challenges  we  will  face  in  this  new 
Europe  cannot  be  comprehensively  ad¬ 
dressed  by  one  institution  alone,  but  only  in 
a  framework  of  interlocking  institutions 
tying  together  the  countries  of  Europe  and 
North  America.  Consequently,  we  are  work¬ 
ing  toward  a  new  European  security  archi¬ 
tecture  in  which  NATO,  the  CSCE,  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Community,  the  WEU  and  the 
Council  of  Europe  complement  each  other. 
Regional  frameworks  of  cooperation  will 
also  be  important.  This  interaction  will  be 
of  the  greatest  significance  in  preventing 
instability  and  divisions  that  could  result 
from  various  causes,  such  as  economic  dis¬ 
parities  and  violent  nationalism. 

The  Future  Role  of  the  Alliance:  Our  New 
Strategic  Concept 

4.  Yesterday,  we  published  our  new  Stra¬ 
tegic  Concept.  Our  security  has  substantial¬ 
ly  improved:  we  no  longer  face  the  old 
threat  of  a  massive  attack.  However,  pru¬ 
dence  requires  us  to  maintain  an  overall 
strategic  balance  and  to  remain  ready  to 


meet  any  potential  risks  to  our  security 
which  may  arise  from  instability  or  tension. 
In  an  environment  of  uncertainty  and  un¬ 
predictable  challenges,  our  Alliance,  which 
provides  the  essential  transatlantic  link  as 
demonstrated  by  the  significant  presence  of 
North  American  forces  in  Europe,  retains 
its  enduring  value.  Our  new  strategic  con¬ 
cept  reaffirms  NATO’s  core  functions  and 
allows  us,  within  the  radically  changed  situ¬ 
ation  in  Europe,  to  realise  in  full  our  broad 
approach  to  stability  and  security  encom¬ 
passing,  political,  economic,  social,  and  envi¬ 
ronmental  aspects,  along  with  the  indispen¬ 
sable  defence  dimension.  Never  has  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  achieve  our  Alliance’s  objec¬ 
tives  by  political  means,  in  keeping  with 
Articles  2  and  4  of  the  Washington  Treaty, 
been  greater.  Consequently,  our  security 
policy  can  now  be  based  on  three  mutually 
reinforcing  elements:  dialogue;  cooperation; 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  collective  defence 
capability.  The  use,  as  appropriate,  of  these 
elements  will  be  particularly  important  to 
prevent  or  manage  crises  affecting  our  se¬ 
curity. 

5.  The  military  dimension  of  our  Alliance 
remains  an  essential  factor;  but  what  is  new 
is  that,  more  than  ever,  it  will  serve  a  broad 
concept  of  security.  The  Alliance  will  main¬ 
tain  its  purely  defensive  purpose,  its  collec¬ 
tive  arrangements  based  on  an  integrated 
military  structure  as  well  as  cooperation 
and  coordination  agreements,  and  for  the 
foreseeable  future  an  appropriate  mix  of 
conventional  and  nuclear  forces.  Our  mili¬ 
tary  forces  will  adjust  to  their  new  tasks, 
becoming  smaller  and  more  flexible.  Thus, 
our  conventional  forces  will  be  substantially 
reduced  as  will,  in  many  cases,  their  readi¬ 
ness.  They  will  also  be  given  increased  mo¬ 
bility  to  enable  them  to  react  to  a  wide 
range  of  contingencies,  and  will  be  organ¬ 
ised  for  flexible  build-up,  when  necessary, 
for  crisis  management  as  well  as  defence. 
Multinational  formations  will  play  a  greater 
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role  within  the  integrated  military  struc¬ 
ture.  Nuclear  forces  committed  to  NATO 
will  be  greatly  reduced:  the  current  NATO 
stockpile  of  sub-strategic  weapons  in 
Europe  will  be  cut  by  roughly  80%  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  decisions  taken  by  the 
Nuclear  Planning  Group  in  Taormina.  The 
fundamental  purpose  of  the  nuclear  forces 
of  the  Allies  remains  political:  to  preserve 
peace,  and  prevent  war  or  any  kind  of  coer¬ 
cion. 

European  Security  Identity  and  Defence 
Role 

6.  We  reaffirm  the  consensus  expressed 
by  our  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Co¬ 
penhagen.  The  development  of  a  European 
security  identity  and  defence  role,  reflected 
in  the  further  strengthening  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  pillar  within  the  Alliance,  will  rein¬ 
force  the  integrity  and  effectiveness  of  the 
Atlantic  Alliance.  The  enhancement  of  the 
role  and  responsibility  of  the  European 
members  is  an  important  basis  for  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  the  Alliance.  These  two  posi¬ 
tive  processes  are  mutually  reinforcing.  We 
are  agreed,  in  parallel  with  the  emergence 
and  development  of  a  European  security 
identity  and  defence  role,  to  enhance  the 
essential  transatlantic  link  that  the  Alliance 
guarantees  and  fully  to  maintain  the  strate¬ 
gic  unity  and  indivisibility  of  security  of  all 
our  members.  The  Alliance  is  the  essential 
forum  for  consultation  among  its  members 
and  the  venue  for  agreement  on  policies 
bearing  on  the  security  and  defence  com¬ 
mitments  of  allies  under  the  Washington 
Treaty.  Recognizing  that  it  is  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean  allies  concerned  to  decide  what  ar¬ 
rangements  are  needed  for  the  expression 
of  a  common  European  foreign  and  security 
policy  and  defence  role,  we  further  agree 
that,  as  the  two  processes  advance,  we  will 
develop  practical  arrangements  to  ensure 
the  necessary  transparency  and  comple¬ 
mentarity  between  the  European  security 
and  defence  identity  as  it  emerges  in  the 
Twelve  and  the  WEU,  and  the  Alliance. 

7.  We  welcome  the  spirit  in  which  those 
Allies  who  are  also  members  of  the  Twelve 
and  the  WEU  have  kept  the  other  members 
of  the  Alliance  informed  about  the  progress 
of  their  ongoing  discussions  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  European  identity  and  about 


other  issues,  such  as  their  peace  efforts  in 
Yugoslavia.  Appropriate  links  and  consulta¬ 
tion  procedures  between  the  Twelve  and 
the  WEU,  and  the  Alliance  will  be  devel¬ 
oped  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  Allies  that 
are  not  currently  participating  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  European  identity  in  foreign 
and  security  policy  and  defence  should  be 
adequately  involved  in  decisions  that  may 
affect  their  security.  The  Alliance’s  new 
strategic  concept,  being  an  agreed  concep¬ 
tual  basis  for  the  forces  of  all  Allies,  should 
facilitate  the  necessary  complementarity  be¬ 
tween  the  Alliance  and  the  emerging  de¬ 
fence  component  of  the  European  integra¬ 
tion  process.  As  the  transformation  of  the 
Alliance  proceeds,  we  intend  to  preserve 
the  operational  coherence  we  now  have 
and  on  which  our  defence  depends.  We 
welcome  the  perspective  of  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  the  role  of  the  WEU,  both  as  the 
defence  component  of  the  process  of  Euro¬ 
pean  unification  and  as  a  means  of  strength¬ 
ening  the  European  pillar  of  the  Alliance, 
bearing  in  mind  the  different  nature  of  its 
relations  with  the  Alliance  and  with  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Political  Union. 

8.  We  note  the  gradual  convergence  of 
views  in  the  discussions  concerning  the  de¬ 
veloping  European  security  identity  and  de¬ 
fence  role  compatible  with  the  common  de¬ 
fence  policy  we  already  have  in  our  Alli¬ 
ance.  We  feel  confident  that  in  line  with 
the  consensus  in  Copenhagen,  the  result 
will  contribute  to  a  strong  new  transatlantic 
partnership  by  strengthening  the  European 
component  in  a  transformed  Alliance.  We 
will  help  move  this  development  forward. 

Relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
Other  Countries  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe:  A  Qualitative  Step  Forward 

9.  We  have  consistently  encouraged  the 
development  of  democracy  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  other  countries  of  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe.  We  therefore  applaud 
the  commitment  of  these  countries  to  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  reform  following  the  re¬ 
jection  of  totalitarian  communist  rule  by 
their  peoples.  We  salute  the  newly  recov¬ 
ered  independence  of  the  Baltic  States.  We 
will  support  all  steps  in  the  countries  of 
Central  and  Eastern  Europe  towards 
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reform  and  will  give  practical  assistance  to 
help  them  succeed  in  this  difficult  transi¬ 
tion.  This  is  based  on  our  conviction  that 
our  own  security  is  inseparably  linked  to 
that  of  all  other  States  in  Europe. 

10.  The  Alliance  can  aid  in  fostering  a 
sense  of  security  and  confidence  in  these 
countries,  thereby  strengthening  their  abili¬ 
ty  to  fulfil  their  CSCE  commitments  and 
make  democratic  change  irrevocable.  Wish¬ 
ing  to  enhance  its  contribution  to  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  a  Europe  whole  and  free,  our  Alli¬ 
ance  at  its  London  Summit  extended  to  the 
Central  and  Eastern  European  countries 
the  hand  of  friendship  and  established  regu¬ 
lar  diplomatic  liaison.  Together  we  signed 
the  Paris  Joint  Declaration.  In  Copenhagen 
last  June,  the  Alliance  took  further  initia¬ 
tives  to  develop  partnership  with  these 
countries.  Our  extensive  programme  of 
high  level  visits,  exchanges  of  views  on  se¬ 
curity  and  other  related  issues,  intensified 
military  contacts,  and  exchanges  of  exper¬ 
tise  in  various  fields  has  demonstrated  its 
value  and  contributed  greatly  to  building  a 
new  relationship  between  NATO  and  these 
countries.  This  is  a  dynamic  process:  the 
growth  of  democratic  institutions  through¬ 
out  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  and  en¬ 
couraging  cooperative  experiences,  as  well 
as  the  desire  of  these  countries  for  closer 
ties,  now  call  for  our  relations  to  be  broad¬ 
ened,  intensified  and  raised  to  a  qualitative¬ 
ly  new  level. 

11.  Therefore,  as  the  next  step,  we  intend 
to  develop  a  more  institutional  relationship 
of  consultation  and  cooperation  on  political 
and  security  issues.  We  invite,  at  this  stage 
of  the  process,  the  Foreign  Ministers  of  the 
Republic  of  Bulgaria,  the  Czech  and  Slovak 
Federal  Republic,  the  Republic  of  Estonia, 
the  Republic  of  Hungary,  the  Republic  of 
Latvia,  the  Republic  of  Lithuania,  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Poland,  the  Republic  of  Romania, 
and  the  Soviet  Union  to  join  our  Foreign 
Ministers  in  December  1991  in  Brussels  to 
issue  a  joint  political  declaration  to  launch 
this  new  era  of  partnership  and  to  define 
further  the  modalities  and  content  of  this 
process.  In  particular,  we  propose  the  fol¬ 
lowing  activities: 

— annual  meetings  with  the  North  Atlan¬ 
tic  Council  at  Ministerial  level  in  what 
might  be  called  a  North  Atlantic  Coop¬ 


eration  Council; 

— periodic  meetings  with  the  North  At¬ 
lantic  Council  at  Ambassadorial  level; 

— additional  meetings  with  the  North  At¬ 
lantic  Council  at  Ministerial  or  Ambas¬ 
sadorial  level  as  circumstances  warrant; 

— regular  meetings,  at  intervals  to  be  mu¬ 
tually  agreed,  with: 

— NATO  subordinate  committees,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Political  and  Economic  Com¬ 
mittees; 

— the  Military  Committee  and  under  its 
direction  other  NATO  Military  Authori¬ 
ties. 

This  process  will  contribute  to  the 
achievement  of  the  objectives  of  the  CSCE 
without  prejudice  to  its  competence  and 
mechanisms.  It  will  be  carried  out  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  core  functions  of  the  Alli¬ 
ance. 

12.  Our  consultations  and  cooperation 
will  focus  on  security  and  related  issues 
where  Allies  can  offer  their  experience  and 
expertise,  such  as  defence  planning,  demo¬ 
cratic  concepts  of  civilian-military  relations, 
civil /military  coordination  of  air  traffic 
management,  and  the  conversion  of  de¬ 
fence  production  to  civilian  purposes.  Our 
new  initiative  will  enhance  participation  of 
our  partners  in  the  “Third  Dimension”  of 
scientific  and  environmental  programmes  of 
our  Alliance.  It  will  also  allow  the  widest 
possible  dissemination  of  information  about 
NATO  in  the  Central  and  Eastern  Europe¬ 
an  countries,  inter  alia  through  diplomatic 
liaison  channels  and  our  embassies.  We  will 
provide  the  appropriate  resources  to  sup¬ 
port  our  liaison  activities. 

The  Conference  on  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe 

13.  We  remain  deeply  committed  to 
strengthening  the  CSCE  process,  which  has 
a  vital  role  to  play  in  promoting  stability 
and  democracy  in  Europe  in  a  period  of 
historic  change.  We  will  intensify  our  efforts 
to  enhance  the  CSCE’s  role,  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  by  working  with  the  other  participat¬ 
ing  CSCE  states  to  ensure  that  the  Helsinki 
Follow-Up  Meeting  in  1992  will  be  another 
major  step  towards  building  a  new  Europe. 
The  CSCE  has  the  outstanding  advantage  of 
being  the  only  forum  that  brings  together 
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all  countries  of  Europe  and  Canada  and  the 
United  States  under  a  common  code  of 
human  rights,  fundamental  freedoms,  de¬ 
mocracy,  rule  of  law,  security,  and  econom¬ 
ic  liberty.  The  new  CSCE  institutions  and 
structures,  which  we  proposed  at  our 
London  Summit  and  which  were  created  at 
the  Paris  Summit,  must  be  consolidated  and 
further  developed  so  as  to  provide  CSCE 
with  the  means  to  help  ensure  full  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  Helsinki  Final  Act,  the 
Charter  of  Paris,  and  other  relevant  CSCE 
documents  and  thus  permit  the  CSCE  to 
meet  the  new  challenges  which  Europe  will 
have  to  face.  Our  consultations  within  the 
Alliance  continue  to  be  a  source  of  initia¬ 
tives  for  strengthening  the  CSCE. 

14.  Consequently,  we  will  actively  sup¬ 
port  the  development  of  the  CSCE  to  en¬ 
hance  its  capacity  as  the  organ  for  consulta¬ 
tion  and  cooperation  among  all  participat¬ 
ing  States,  capable  of  effective  action  in  line 
with  its  new  and  increased  responsibilities, 
in  particular  on  the  questions  of  human 
rights  and  security  including  arms  control 
and  disarmament,  and  for  effective  crisis 
management  and  peaceful  settlement  of 
disputes,  consistent  with  international  law 
and  CSCE  principles.  To  this  end,  we  sug¬ 
gest: 

— that  the  CSCE  Council,  the  central 
forum  for  political  consultations,  contin¬ 
ue  to  take  decisions  on  questions  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  CSCE  and  the  functions  and 
structures  of  the  CSCE  institutions; 

— that  the  Committee  of  Senior  Officials 
serve  as  the  coordination  and  manage¬ 
ment  body  between  Council  sessions 
and  that  it  acquire  a  greater  operation¬ 
al  capacity  and  meet  ’ more  frequently, 
with  a  view  to  ensuring  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  decisions; 

— that  the  CSCE’s  conflict  prevention  and 
crisis  management  capabilities  be  im¬ 
proved:  as  one  contribution,  in  addition 
to  the  functions  entrusted  to  it  by  the 
Paris  Charter,  the  means  available  to 
the  Conflict  Prevention  Centre  should 
be  strengthened  and  made  more  flexi¬ 
ble  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  the  specific 
tasks  assigned  to  it  by  the  CSCE  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  Committee  of  Senior  Offi¬ 
cials; 

— that  specific  tasks  based  on  a  precise 


mandate  by  the  CSCE  Council  or  the 
Committee  of  Senior  Officials  might  be 
entrusted  to  ad  hoc  groups; 

— that  the  decisions  taken  at  the  Helsinki 
Follow-up  Meeting  ensure  complemen¬ 
tarity  among  CSCE  activities  in  the  se¬ 
curity  field  including,  inter  alia,  conflict 
prevention,  arms  control  and  consulta¬ 
tions  on  security; 

— that  consideration  should  be  given 
within  the  CSCE  to  develop  further  the 
CSCE’s  capability  to  safeguard,  through 
peaceful  means,  human  rights,  democ¬ 
racy  and  the  rule  of  law  in  cases  of 
clear,  gross  and  uncorrected  violations 
of  relevant  CSCE  commitments,  if  nec¬ 
essary  in  the  absence  of  the  consent  of 
the  state  concerned; 

— that  the  Office  for  Free  Elections  be 
transformed  into  a  broadly  focused 
Office  of  Democratic  Institutions  to 
promote  cooperation  in  the  fields  of 
human  rights,  democracy  and  the  rule 
of  law; 

— that  the  monitoring  and  promotion  of 
progress  on  human  dimension  issues  be 
continued  in  the  form  of  periodic  meet¬ 
ings  of  short  duration  on  clearly  de¬ 
fined  issues; 

— that  further  political  impetus  be  given 
to  economic,  scientific  and  environ¬ 
mental  cooperation  so  as  to  promote 
the  basis  of  prosperity  for  stable,  demo¬ 
cratic  development. 

Arms  Control 

15.  We  strongly  support  President  Bush’s 
initiative  of  27th  September  1991  which  has 
opened  new  prospects  for  nuclear  arms  re¬ 
duction.  We  also  welcome  President  Gorba¬ 
chev’s  response.  We  particularly  applaud 
the  decision  of  both  sides  to  eliminate  their 
nuclear  warheads  for  ground-launched 
short-range  weapons  systems.  The  Allies 
concerned,  through  their  consultations, 
have  played  a  central  role  in  President 
Bush’s  decision  which  fulfilled  the  SNF 
arms  control  objectives  of  the  London  Dec¬ 
laration.  They  will  continue  close  consulta¬ 
tions  on  the  process  of  the  elimination  of 
ground-based  SNF  warheads  until  its  com¬ 
pletion.  We  will  continue  to  work  for  secu¬ 
rity  at  minimum  levels  of  nuclear  arms  suf- 
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ficient  to  preserve  peace  and  stability.  We 
look  forward  to  the  early  ratification  of  the 
recently  signed  START  agreement. 

16.  We  note  with  satisfaction  the  recent 
achievements  in  the  fields  of  conventional 
arms  control  and  disarmament.  We  reiter¬ 
ate  the  paramount  importance  we  attach  to 
the  CFE  Treaty  and  call  upon  all  CFE  sig¬ 
natories  to  move  forward  promptly  with  its 
ratification  and  implementation.  We  urge 
our  negotiating  partners  to  work  with  us  to 
reach  substantial  agreements  in  the  CFE  IA 
and  CSBM  negotiations,  and  remain  dedi¬ 
cated  to  achieving  concrete  results  by  the 
time  of  the  CSCE  Helsinki  Follow-Up  Meet¬ 
ing.  We  welcome  the  resumption  of  the 
Open  Skies  negotiations;  we  look  forward  to 
agreement  on  an  Open  Skies  regime  by  the 
time  of  the  Helsinki  Meeting  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  new  element  in  greater  openness  and 
confidence-building  in  the  military  field. 

17.  The  Helsinki  Meeting  will  mark  a 
turning  point  in  the  arms  control  and  disar¬ 
mament  process  in  Europe,  now  with  the 
participation  of  all  CSCE  states.  This  will 
offer  a  unique  opportunity  to  move  this 
process  energetically  forward.  Our  goal  will 
be  to  shape  a  new  cooperative  order,  in 
which  no  country  needs  to  harbour  fears  for 
its  security,  by: 

— strengthening  security  and  stability  at 
lower  levels  of  armed  forces  to  the 
extent  possible  and  commensurate  with 
individual  legitimate  security  needs 
both  inside  and  outside  of  Europe; 

— conducting  an  intensified  security  dia¬ 
logue  within  a  permanent  framework 
and  fostering  a  new  quality  of  transpar¬ 
ency  and  cooperation  about  armed 
forces  and  defence  policies;  and 

— promoting  effective  mechanisms  and 
instruments  for  conflict  prevention. 

18.  The  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction  and  of  their  means  of  delivery 
undermines  international  security.  Transfers 
of  conventional  armaments  beyond  legiti¬ 
mate  defensive  needs  to  regions  of  tension 
make  the  peaceful  settlement  of  disputes 
less  likely.  We  support  the  establishment  by 
the  United  Nations  of  a  universal  nondis- 
criminatory  register  of  conventional  arms 


transfers.  We  support  steps  undertaken  to 
address  other  aspects  of  proliferation  and 
other  initiatives  designed  to  build  confi¬ 
dence  and  underpin  international  security. 
We  also  deem  it  essential  to  complete  a 
global,  comprehensive  and  effectively  veri¬ 
fiable  ban  on  chemical  weapons  next  year. 
We  welcome  the  positive  results  of  the 
Third  Review  Conference  of  the  Biological 
and  Toxin  Weapons  Convention,  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  decision  to  explore  the  feasibility  of 
verification. 

Broader  Challenges 

19.  Our  Strategic  Concept  underlines  that 
Alliance  security  must  take  account  of  the 
global  context.  It  points  out  risks  of  a  wider 
nature,  including  proliferation  of  weapons 
of  mass  destruction,  disruption  of  the  flow 
of  vital  resources  and  actions  of  terrorism 
and  sabotage,  which  can  affect  Alliance  se¬ 
curity  interests.  We  reaffirm  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  arrangements  existing  in  the  Alli¬ 
ance  for  consultation  among  the  Allies 
under  Article  4  of  the  Washington  Treaty 
and,  where  appropriate,  coordination  of  our 
efforts  including  our  responses  to  such  risks. 
We  will  continue  to  address  broader  chal¬ 
lenges  in  our  consultations  and  in  the  ap¬ 
propriate  multilateral  forums  in  the  widest 
possible  cooperation  with  other  states. 

20.  The  North  Atlantic  Alliance  was 
founded  with  two  purposes:  the  defence  of 
the  territory  of  its  members,  and  the  safe¬ 
guarding  and  promotion  of  the  values  they 
share.  In  a  still  uncertain  world,  the  need 
for  defence  remains.  But  in  a  world  where 
the  values  which  we  uphold  are  shared  ever 
more  widely,  we  gladly  seize  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  adapt  our  defences  accordingly;  to  co¬ 
operate  and  consult  with  our  new  partners; 
to  help  consolidate  a  now  undivided  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe;  and  to  make  our  Alliance’s 
contribution  to  a  new  age  of  confidence, 
stability  and  peace. 

21.  We  express  our  deep  appreciation  for 
the  gracious  hospitality  extended  to  us  by 
the  Government  of  the  Italian  Republic. 

Note :  The  declaration  was  made  available 
by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  was 
not  issued  as  a  White  House  press  release. 
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Remarks  to  the  American  Seminary  Community  in  Vatican  City 
November  8,  1991 


Thank  you  very  much.  I  must  say  you 
guys  know  how  to  make  somebody  feel  at 
home.  May  I  say  what  an  honor  it  has  been 
for  me  to  have  all  this  time  with  His  Holi¬ 
ness.  I  shouldn’t  talk  about  what  we  talk 
about,  but  we  had  a  major  tour  d’horizon, 
touching  on  all  the  trouble  spots,  and  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  express  my  profound 
gratitude  to  the  Holy  Father  for  the  spiritu¬ 
al  and  moral  leadership,  his  commitment  to 
peace,  and  the  message  that  he  sends  across 
the  world  to  all  of  these  countries.  It’s  a 
message  of  hope,  and  it  is  indeed  a  message 
of  peace. 

So,  it  was  a  privilege  for  me  as  President 
of  the  United  States  to  have  this  time  with 
the  Holy  Father.  And  may  I  express,  Your 


Holiness,  our  gratitude,  from  Barbara  and 
me,  from  Jim  and  Susan  Baker,  and  from 
this  enormous  traveling  squad  that  we  had 
inside.  [Laughter]  I  believe  the  Holy  Father 
was  wondering  if  anybody  was  left  back  in 
the  United  States.  [Laughter]  But  now  we 
see  that  there  are  plenty  here  representing 
the  spirit  of  this  country.  And  bless  you  in 
your  work,  and  God  bless  the  United  States. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:00  p.m.  in 
the  Sala  Clementina  at  the  Vatican.  Pope 
John  Paul  II  accompanied  the  President.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  in  Rome,  Italy 
November  8,  1991 


NATO  Summit 

The  President.  Let  me  get  my  brainpower 
up  here.  Well,  let  me  just  make  a  brief 
statement,  and  then  I’ll  be  glad  to  respond 
to  a  handful  of  questions. 

This  alliance  has  been  an  extraordinary 
success.  The  cold  war,  the  division  of 
Europe,  the  East-West  military  struggle  are 
no  longer  subject  for  leaders  but  for  histori¬ 
ans.  But  I  won’t  dwell  on  NATO’s  successful 
past.  I  want  to  talk  about  NATO’s  future. 

The  Rome  summit  is  a  landmark  event, 
for  here  we  took  decisive  steps  in  trans¬ 
forming  the  Atlantic  alliance.  In  so  doing, 
we  demonstrated  that  NATO  does  not  re¬ 
quire  a  Soviet  enemy  to  hold  it  together. 
And  yesterday  we  approved  a  new  strategic 
doctrine  reflecting  the  revolutionary 
changes  that  have  taken  place.  NATO 
forces  will  be  smaller,  more  mobile,  more 
flexible,  able  to  protect  any  ally  against  any 
threat. 

The  doctrine  provides  for  the  elimination 
of  U.S.  land-based  short-range  nuclear 
forces,  based  on  the  recent  United  States 


initiative.  And  today  we  approved  a  decla¬ 
ration  on  peace  and  partnership  establish¬ 
ing  an  extensive  liaison  program  with  the 
emerging  democracies  in  the  East.  This  pro¬ 
gram  will  address  specific  needs  of  these 
countries:  Defense  conversion,  civil-military 
relations,  environmental  problems,  et 
cetera. 

We  institutionalized  our  relations  with 
these  countries  by  establishing  a  North  At¬ 
lantic  Cooperation  Council.  And  this  Coun¬ 
cil  will  hold  its  first  meeting  in  Brussels 
next  month. 

We  also  issued  a  special  NATO  statement 
on  the  dramatic  transformation  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  statement  welcomes  the 
new  opportunity  for  democracy  throughout 
the  U.S.S.R.  and  lays  out  agreed  principles 
to  guide  our  policies  during  these  momen¬ 
tous  changes.  It  stresses  that  the  revolution 
taking  place  should  be  carried  out  peaceful¬ 
ly,  democratically,  and  with  full  respect  for 
individual  and  minority  rights. 

We’re  also  calling  upon  Soviet  and  Re¬ 
public  leaders  to  implement  the  CFE, 
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START,  and  all  other  international  obliga¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  to  maintain  safe  and  respon¬ 
sible  control  of  nuclear  weapons. 

We’re  going  to  intensify  our  consultations 
in  NATO  to  maintain  a  common  Atlantic 
approach  to  the  volatile  situation  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

This  summit  gave  me  the  chance  to  share 
with  our  partners  our  view  on  the  future  of 
the  alliance  and  the  United  States  in  the 
security  of  Europe.  European  and  American 
security  is  indivisible,  and  the  U.S.  will 
maintain  its  commitment  to  Europe  in  this 
new  era.  Because  of  its  Atlantic  character, 
the  alliance  cannot  be  replaced,  even  in  the 
long  run.  The  alliance  is  the  guarantor  of 
the  security  and  stability  of  Europe. 

We’re  developing  a  more  balanced  part¬ 
nership  with  our  European  allies.  European 
unity  will  strengthen  the  alliance.  It  will 
neither  diminish  the  need  for  NATO  nor 
substitute  for  it  in  the  defense  of  its  mem¬ 
bers. 

And  our  allies  share  these  views.  Chancel¬ 
lor  Kohl’s  remarks  in  the  Bundestag  in 
Bonn  on  Wednesday  could  not  have  made 
this  more  clear.  We  and  our  allies  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  adapting  and  renewing  this  alli¬ 
ance  for  the  new  world. 

So  all  and  all,  it  was  a  dramatic  meeting, 
a  shift  taking  consideration  of  the  marvel¬ 
ous  changes  around  the  world,  and  I  think 
every  member  there  feels  that  it  was  highly 
successful. 

I’ll  be  glad  to  take  a  few  questions. 

NATO  Unity 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  there  not  a  lot  of 
dissension  within  the  alliance,  France  in 
particular?  First,  the  force  question  in 
Europe  and  now - 

The  President  You  say,  did  I  detect  a  lot 
of  dissension? 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  lot  of  dissension  within 
the  alliance,  with  France  in  particular? 

The  President  No,  I  don’t  think  there’s  a 
lot  of  dissension  in  the  alliance.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was:  Is  there  a  lot  of  dissension  in  the 
alliance,  particularly  considering  France’s 
position?  No,  I  don’t  think  so.  I  think  if 
you’ll  look  at  the  text  of  what  was  said  or 
what  was  put  out,  I  think  you’ll  see  that 
France  is  still  strongly  supportive  of  an 
American  presence  here.  And  so  I  wouldn’t 


say  that  at  all. 

Now,  when  you  have  frank  discussions  in 
a  group  as  big  as  NATO,  are  there  going  to 
be  some  nuances  of  difference?  Of  course, 
there  are  differences.  But  I  think  on  this 
instance,  France  was  most  constructive.  I 
had  a  good,  long  talk  bilaterally  with  Fran- 
gois  Mitterrand  this  morning,  and  I’m  more 
sure  than  ever  that  the  answer  I’m  giving 
you  is  correct. 

Q.  What  about  the  disassociation  from  the 
statement  regarding  the  Soviet  Union? 

The  President  Well,  that’s  an  area  where 
there  are  some  differences.  Now,  here’s  a 
question,  it’s  a  good  question,  but  I  don’t 
think  that  suggests  that  there  are  great  divi¬ 
sions  inside  the  alliance.  There  have  been 
exceptions  taken,  footnotes  taken  in  the 
past  on  announced  positions.  And  the  fact 
that  they  view  treating  the  internals  in  the 
Soviet  Union  slightly  different  than  we  do 
or  some  of  the  other  members  do,  I  don’t 
think  should  be  interpreted  as  dissension  in 
the  alliance. 

It  points  out,  however,  that  strong  coun¬ 
tries,  strong-willed  leaders  from  large  coun¬ 
tries  or  small,  can  disagree  and  still  have 
the  alliance  going  forward  in  the  way  I 
think  the  documents  proclaim. 

NATO  Relations  with  the  Eastern  European 
Republics 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  spoke  about  clasp¬ 
ing  the  outreached  hand  of  the  fledgling 
democracies  of  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union.  Apart  from  this  Council  on 
Cooperation,  do  you  envision  full  NATO 
membership  for  these  countries? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  a  little  prema¬ 
ture  on  that.  And  let’s  get  going  now  on 
this  Council.  Let’s  consult  with  them.  Let’s 
make  them  know  that  we  have  keen  inter¬ 
est  in  their  security  and  in  their  economic 
well-being.  But  I  think  it’s  premature  to  go 
beyond  that. 

Q.  Down  the  road,  though?  Is  that - 

The  President  Well,  I  just  think  it’s  pre¬ 
mature  now.  Let’s  go  forward  with  this  new 
mechanism  and  see  how  successful  it  is. 

Tax  Cuts 

Q.  Sir,  I’d  like  to  turn  to  the  domestic 
front.  Rostenkowski — sorry  about  the 
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throat — Rostenkowski - 

The  President.  It’s  better  that  way. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Oh,  good  one.  Your  friend  Rostenkow¬ 
ski  now  has  openly  come  out  for  taxes.  Are 
you  ready  to  join  him  in  this,  on  the  tax 
cuts,  rather?  And  also,  higher  taxes,  tax  cuts 
for  the  middle  class  and  higher  taxes - 

Q.  The  President.  I’m  not  interested  in 
higher  tax  cuts  [increases]  on  the  American 
people.  I  think  that  there  was  a  pretty  good 
message  sent  to  the  voters  in  New  Jersey 
the  other  day  about  that  one.  And  so  I  don’t 
think  that’s  too  swift  an  idea.  However,  I 
have  not  seen  Rosty’s  total  proposal.  And  I 
want  to  look  at  it  carefully.  I’d  love  to  be  in 
a  position  to  pledge  every  American,  what¬ 
ever,  a  tax  cut.  But  I  don’t  want  to  do  that 
when  I  can’t  see  how  I  can  do  that  and 
keep  it  inside  the  budget  agreement. 

Interest  rates  are  in  good  shape  now  in 
the  United  States.  Soon  they’re  going  to 
kick  in  and  stimulate  this  economy  and 
renew  confidence  in  this  economy.  But  you 
notice  when  tax  cuts  were  proposed  2 
weeks  ago,  long-term  interest  rates  shot 
right  through  the  roof.  I  have  a  responsibil¬ 
ity,  I  think,  to  see  that  I  don’t  make  propos¬ 
als  that  will  set  back  the  economy,  not  just 
in  the  longer  run  but  in  the  short  run.  So, 
I’ll  take  a  look  at  what  Danny’s  got,  but  I 
cannot  endorse  the  part  of  it  that  you’re 
talking  about  here  and  that  you  asked  me 
about. 

Q.  But,  sir,  he  would  pay  for  it  with 
higher  taxes  in  the  upper  brackets:  a  35- 
percent  rate  plus  a  10-percent  surcharge  for 
millionaires. 

The  President.  Well,  my  worry  about 
taxing  somebody  else  is  it  always  ends  up  in 
everybody’s  pocket.  And  I  worry  a  little  bit 
that,  well,  we’re  just  going  to  tax  somebody 
else.  We’ve  heard  the  Government  do  this, 
talk  about  that.  So,  I’d  have  to  give  it  a  lot 
of  thought  before  I  could  support — if  that’s 
what  he’s  doing.  I  would  have  to  wait. 

Q.  You’re  not  enthusiastic  about  the  idea? 

The  President  I’m  not  enthusiastic  about 
increasing  taxes.  I  learned  that  one  the  hard 
way. 

AIDS 

Q .  Mr.  President,  this  is  another  sharp 
right  turn,  but  I’m  sure  you’re  aware  the 


entire  country  is  talking  about  Magic  John¬ 
son. 

The  President.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  I’d  like  to,  first  of  all,  get  your  feelings 
on  that,  and  secondly,  let  you  respond  to 
criticism  that’s  been  leveled  by  AIDS  activ¬ 
ists  and  even  by  a  Presidential  commission 
that  this  is  an  area  where  you  really  haven’t 
sufficiently  led  the  Nation  on;  not  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  how  much  money  you  spend  but  a 
question  of  attitudes. 

The  President.  Yes.  Well,  let  me  first  say 
about  Magic  Johnson,  he’s  a  hero  to  me,  to 
everybody  that  loves  sports,  I  think  to  ev¬ 
erybody  across  this  country.  I  believe  he’s 
on  our  fitness  commission.  And  I  just  can’t 
tell  you  the  high  regard  that  I  have  for  this 
athlete.  And  I  can  empathize  with  him.  I 
did  catch  a  little  bit  of  it  on  television,  his 
statement  here,  saw  the  heartbreak  of  some 
of  the  kids  that  idolize  him.  And  so  it’s  a 
tragedy,  but  handled  well.  And  I  don’t  want 
to  sound  like  this  is  some — carrying  it  fur¬ 
ther  than  it  is  because  he  might  do  very, 
very  well,  indeed,  but  I  think  he’s  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  has  handled  his  problem  in  a 
wonderful  way. 

Now,  in  terms  of  allegations  that  I  am  not 
interested  in  AIDS  people  or  not  providing 
proper  leadership,  I  hope  that’s  not  true. 
You  say  don’t  discuss  funding,  but  we  have 
increased  funding  dramatically  for  AIDS. 
We’ve  got  fantastic  research  going  on  at 
NIH  and  elsewhere  to  do  something  about 
AIDS.  But  Susan  [Susan  Spencer,  CBS 
News],  look  at  it  this  way:  If  there’s  more  I 
can  do  to  empathize,  to  make  clear  what 
AIDS  is  and  what  it  isn’t,  I  want  to  go  the 
extra  mile,  because  my  heart  goes  out  to 
them.  I’ve  been  to  hospitals  and  seen  them. 
I’ve  talked  to  some  of  the  victims  of  AIDS. 
And  I  can’t  say  I’ve  done  enough;  of  course, 

I  haven’t.  But  I  don’t  like  the  allegation,  if 
it  is,  that  I  don’t  care  because  I  do  very, 
very  much. 

Q.  One  of  the  main  areas  of  criticism 
from  the  Presidential  Commission  and 
others  has  been  the  immigration  policy  that 
restricts  people  with  the  AIDS  virus  from 
even  coming  into  this  country. 

The  President  It  doesn’t  do  that,  though, 
you  see. 

Q.  The  allegation  being  that  this  conveys 
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a  wrong  message  to  people  about  discrimi¬ 
nation. 

The  President.  Well,  this  is  a  health  prob¬ 
lem,  and  that  part  of  it  should  be  treated  in 
a  health  manner.  And  I  have  great  confi¬ 
dence  in  Secretary  Sullivan.  And  I  think 
some  have,  some  of  the  most  active  groups, 
who,  incidentally,  I  think,  hurt  the  cause.  I 
think  some  of  the  machinations  of  ACT-UP, 
which  is  an  extreme  organization,  hurt  the 
cause  of  understanding,  denying  people  the 
right  to  speak.  This  doesn’t  help  the  cause. 
So,  I’m  not  defensive  on  that  part  of  it  at 
all.  And  I  think  the  conference  that  people 
were  permitted  to  come  in,  some  just  didn’t 
want  to  because  of  what  they  felt  the  mes¬ 
sage  conveyed. 

But  I  think  we’re  doing  well  as  an  admin¬ 
istration.  But  if  I  need  to  do  more,  and 
Barbara  does,  to  express  the  concern  we 
feel,  we’ll  do  it.  I  say  Barbara  because  I 
think  she  is  trying  very  hard  also.  When  you 
hold  those  little  AIDS  babies  in  your  arms  I 
think  that  sends  a  powerful  message,  not 
just  of  love  but  of  what  AIDS  is  and  is  not. 

US.  Role  in  NATO 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Secretary  Baker  said 
yesterday  afternoon  that  the  United  States 
would  be  the  leader  of  the  NATO  alliance 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  Could  you  explain, 
sir,  for  the  benefit  of  an  average  American, 
why  that  role  is  necessary  and  beneficial  for 
such  average  people? 

The  President.  NATO  has  kept  the  peace 
for  40  years,  over  40  years.  In  the  last  2  or 
3  years,  we’ve  seen  dramatic  changes  in  the 
entire  world.  A  monolithic,  powerful  Soviet 
Union  is  no  longer  the  enemy.  The  enemy 
is  uncertainty.  The  enemy  is  unpredictabil¬ 
ity.  The  friend  is  stability.  And  so  what  an 
ongoing  NATO,  with  its  pared-down  but 
quick  response  and  highly  effective  force, 
will  do  is  to  guarantee  against  insecurity' 
against  instability,  and  guarantee  security. 

I  think  it’s  important  when  you  see  the 
development  in  the  Soviet  Union— -which  is 
to  some  degree  unpredictable,  where  we’re 
going  to  be  in  terms  of  those  Republics  and 
how  they  sort  out  their  relationship  with 
the  center— when  you  see  the  turmoil  in 
Yugoslavia  today,  all  is  not  serene.  One 
can’t  predict  with  totality  where  these 
events  will  lead  us. 


And  we’ve  got  a  stake  in  it.  History  shows 
that  we  have  a  stake  in  a  peaceful  Europe. 
And  so,  it’s  that  that  I  would  say  to  the 
American  people.  And  I  would  also  say  be¬ 
cause  of  the  way  this  has  been  handled  and 
because  of  the  changes  in  the  world,  we  are 
going  to  be  able  to  participate  fully,  but  at 
reduced  levels  of  U.S.  troop  commitment. 
And  that  goes  along  with  it. 

So,  I’d  say  to  the  isolationists  in  the 
United  States:  Look  at  your  history.  Don’t 
pull  back  into  some  fortress  America.  You 
just  have  to  look  back  over  your  shoulder  at 
the  Persian  Gulf  and  look  at  the  recent 
changes  in  Europe  and  understand  that  it  is 
in  our  interest  to  have  a  strong  participa¬ 
tion  in  this  Atlantic  alliance. 

Q.  Given  the  impulse,  sir,  in  Europe  to 
the  amount  of  defense  forces  that  are  Euro¬ 
pean,  why  is  it  now  necessary  for  the 
United  States  to  have  this  leadership  role 
with  all  the  expense  and  risk  that  goes  with 
it? 

The  President.  Because  it  is  in  our  interest 
to  be  a  participant  in  the  Atlantic  alliance. 
We’re  not  just  doing  this  just  for  somebody 
else;  we’re  doing  it  for  ourselves.  And  all 
you  have  to  do  is  go  back  a  little  further 
into  history  to  understand  why  I’m  saying 
this.  And  I’m  talking  about  the  grand  war, 
World  War  II.  And  I  think  that  it  ’s  very, 
very  important  that  we  be  full  participants. 

Aid  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Q.  You’ve  had  for  some  time,  I  believe, 
now.  Secretary  Madigan’s  recommendation 
to  grant  additional  agricultural  credits  to 
the  Soviet  Union,  or  credit  guarantees.  Why 
is  this  still  being  delayed,  sir? 

The  President.  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  a  proposal  with  Mr.  Gorbachev.  We 
came  back  and  had  consultations  with  our 
Agricultural  Department  officials,  Madigan, 
Crowder,  and  others.  One  of  them  will  be 
back  over  there  very  soon.  I’ll  be  meeting 
with  Ed  Madigan  as  soon  as  this  finishes  up. 
And  a  deal  just  has  not  been  finalized.  Are 
we  willing  to  help  the  Soviet  Union  get 
through  a  difficult  winter  by  giving  agricul- 
tural  credits?  The  answer  is  yes.  Do  we 
want  to  have  the  credits  secured  as  best  we 
can?  The  answer  to  that  question  is  yes,  too. 
And  therein  lies  a  complication  that  has  not 


1420 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Nov.  8 


been  resolved. 

Q.  Are  you  in  any  way  deterred,  sir,  by 
the  suggestion  that  you  should  be  using 
whatever  that  might  cost  in  the  Soviet 
Union  to  help  people  back  home? 

The  President  No,  I’m  not  deterred  by 
that.  I  can  understand  the  sentiment  that 
some  say,  but  I  don’t  think  that  the  U.S.  can 
withdraw  from  its  commitment.  And  I  think 
the  U.S.,  whoever  it  is  in  the  U.S.,  takes 
pride  that  when  people  are  hurting  and 
people  are  desperately  hungry  the  Govern¬ 
ment  tries  to  help,  abroad  and  at  home. 

Sanctions  Against  Yugoslavia 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what’s  your  reaction  to 
the  decision  by  the  European  Community 
to  impose  sanctions  against  Yugoslavia? 

The  President.  We’re  going  to  take  a  look 
at  that  now.  The  question,  if  you  didn’t 
hear  in  the  back,  sorry.  Well,  he  just  said, 
what  was  my  reaction  to  the  EC  move  this 
morning  to  place  sanctions  on  Yugoslavia, 
EC  sanctions  against  Yugoslavia.  We’re 
taking  a  hard  look  at  that.  The  Secretary 
and  I  will  be  discussing  it,  and  we  will  have 
more  to  say  on  that  in  the  not-too-distant 
future. 

So,  I  can’t  fault  what  they’re  doing  at  all. 
In  fact,  I  congratulate  the  EC  for  the  lead¬ 
ership  role  they  have  taken  in  trying  to 
resolve  the  difficulties  between  these  vari¬ 
ous  entities  in  Yugoslavia.  I  can’t  tell  you 
what  the  final  U.S.  position  is  going  to  be 
yet  because  I’ve  not  made  a  final  decision. 

Q.  But  do  you  have  any  reaction  to  their 
call  for  the  United  Nations  to  impose  an  oil 
embargo? 

The  President.  Do  I  have  any  what? 

Q.  They’ve  asked  that  the  U.N.  impose  an 
oil  embargo. 

The  President  No,  but  we  will  have  a  U.S. 
position  on  that  fairly  soon.  This  just  hap¬ 
pened  this  morning. 

Health  Care  Reform 

Q.  Senate  Republicans  have  now  unveiled 
a  plan  to  reform  health  care  and  provide 
access  to  Americans  who  now  do  not  have 
access  to  affordable  health  care.  Do  you 
have  a  view  of  their  particular  plan?  And  in 
general,  given  the  political  potency  of  this 
issue,  do  you  plan  for  your  administration  to 
come  forward  with  its  own  plan  before  the 


election  next  year? 

The  President  I  would  think  that  before 
the  election  next  year,  we  will.  I  will  say 
there  are  30  health  plans,  I  think  it’s  30, 
that  have  been  put  forward  by  Members  of 
Congress.  Some  of  them  have  very  strong 
merit  to  them,  and  some  of  them  have 
enormous  drawbacks  because  of  the  costs  to 
all  Americans,  the  prohibitive  costs.  But  I’d 
like  to  have  a  comprehensive  health  care 
plan  that  I  can  vigorously  take  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people.  We’re  moving  forward  with 
certain  portions  of  health  care  now,  as 
you’ve  heard  from  Secretary  Sullivan.  It’s  a 
matter  of  concern.  And  I  think  the  answer 
to  your  question  will  be  yes,  Susan. 

VI  Elections 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  by  how  that  issue 
resonated  in  the  Pennsylvania  Senate  race? 
And  do  you  think  there’s  a  message  there? 
Do  you  see  a  particular  message  in  that? 

The  President  Listen,  any  time  a  good 
man  loses,  and  that’s  what  happened  in 
Thornburgh’s  race,  I’m  interested  in  what 
the  message  is.  But  I  don’t  know  what  one 
ingredient  it  was  in  that  race.  But  I  know 
there  were  an  awful  lot  of  other  races  in 
the  country — whether  it  was  people  inter¬ 
ested  in  health  care — that  went  the  other 
way,  in  governorships  and  the  sweeping 
victories  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  where 
people  sorted  out  the  priorities  that  we’ve 
been  talking  about  here,  “Hey,  do  you  want 
me  to  go  out  and  raise  taxes  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people?”  And  over  and  over  again, 
wham,  the  answer  was  no. 

So,  it’s  what  kind  of  perspective  you  put 
it  in.  But  I  have  great  regrets  over  the 
Thornburgh  race  because  I  know  he’d  have 
been  an  outstanding  Senator,  and  he  was  an 
outstanding  Attorney  General.  But  the  de¬ 
tails  of  it,  I  can’t  assert  that  you’re  correct 
in  your  hypothesis  there. 

Economic  Growth  Programs 

Q.  Mr.  President,  has  the  election  th: 
week  changed  your  view  about  how  fast 
you  should  propose  an  economic  stimulus 
program  or  the  substance  of  what  such  a 
program  might  contain? 

The  President  No,  the  election  has  not 
changed  my  view.  We’ve  had  ingredients  of 
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a  stimulation  package  before  the  American 
people  for  a  long,  long  time.  The  Congress 
now  has  set  a  date,  I  think,  of  the  22d  of 
November,  but  as  I  said  when  I  postponed 
my  trip  to  the  Orient,  I’m  not  sure  I  believe 
it.  The  first  date  was  November  2d  or  4th, 
and  it’s  now  been  set  back  to  the  22d,  and 
let’s  see.  I  know  what  my  hopes  are  in  that 
regard,  but  let’s  see. 

So,  I  don’t  feel  under  any  election  pres¬ 
sure.  I  would  like  to  see  the  Congress  go 
forward  and  get  this  transportation  bill. 
That’s  got  growth  potential.  I  would  like  to 
see  a  capital  gains  cut.  They  are  labeling 
this  as  a  tax  cut  for  the  rich  in  spite  of  the 
success  that  it  had  under  bipartisan  parti¬ 
sanship  and  under  Bill  Steiger  back  in  78. 
So,  we’ve  put  forward  IRA’s  that  will  help 
with  homebuying,  for  example. 

So,  I’ve  got  my  ideas  out  there,  and  the 
Congress,  for  various  political  reasons,  want 
to  do  it  their  way.  When  you  don’t  control 
either  House  of  the  Congress,  you  have  to 
deal  with  their  ideas.  They  aren’t  willing  to 
bring  forward  mine.  And  so,  I’d  like  to  see 
them  do  what  we’ve  got  forward  because  I 
think  there  are  things  that  can  be  done  to 
stimulate  the  economy. 

I  might  say  one  that  isn’t  a  Government 
move  was  the  cutting  of  the  interest  rates 
the  other  day.  I  cannot  help  but  feel  that 
the  interest  rates  at  these  rather  historic 
lows  will  have  a  stimulative  effect  on  the 
economy  at  some  point.  But  when  they  get 
these  gloomy  reports  out  of  politicians  who 
can  only  profit  if  things  are  going  badly, 
you  have  to  let  that  be  sorted  out  by  the 
American  people.  And  that’s  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  out  there. 

I  would  hate  to  be  a  fellow  that  thought 
the  only  way  I  could  get  a  job  is  to  have 
everything  going  badly  for  our  country. 
And  that  seems  to  be  the  mentality  there. 
But  I’m  going  to  have  to  resist  nice-sound¬ 
ing  things  that  are  counterproductive.  But 
I’d  like  to  encourage  the  Congress  to  go 
forward  with  some  of  the  ideas  we’ve  put 
forward. 

Italy  and  NATO 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  two  questions,  if 
I  may,  sir. 

The  President  You  get  one,  but  they  call 
it  a  follow-on.  You  can  use  that  technique. 


[Laughter] 

Q.  Well,  they’re  on  two  different  sub- 
j ec  ts — [  laugh  ter ] . 

The  President  They’re  shaking  you  off 
here.  [Laughter] 

Q.  You  just  talked  now,  in  the  Rome  dec¬ 
laration,  talked  about  smaller,  more  flexible 
NATO  forces.  Does  that  involve  the  closing 
of  some  of  your  United  States  bases  in  Italy? 
And,  second  question - 

The  President  Related  to  the  first  is 
what? 

Q.  It’s  on  a  small  bilateral  issue.  Is  your 
administration  going  to  accede  to  the  Ital¬ 
ian  Government  request  for  the  transfer 
under  the  Strasbourg  convention  to  an 
Italian  jailing  of  Signore  Baraldini,  an  Italian 
citizen  convicted  of  terrorism  9  years  ago  in 
the  United  States? 

The  President.  Fortunately,  the  last  party 
is  unrelated  to  the  first,  and  therefore,  I’ll 
only  take  the  first  part  of  the  question, 
meaning  I  don’t  know  the  answer  to  the 
second  part  of  your  question.  But  maybe 
somebody  can  help  me  on  that. 

And  what  was  the  first  part  of  your  ques¬ 
tion? 

Q.  Yes,  smaller,  more  flexible  force - 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  there  are  any 
plans  of  that  nature  regarding  our  an¬ 
nounced  cuts  with  NATO.  Italy  has  been  a 
strong,  wonderful  supporter  of  NATO.  And 
I  know  of  no  plans  in  our  structuring  that 
would  result  in  that  at  this  moment. 

Let  me  say  I  don’t  want  to  avoid  your 
question  on  the  Baraldini  matter,  but  I  just 
don’t  know  the  answer  to  it.  Maybe  we  can 
get  up  with  you  later.  [Laughter]  It  seems 
that  nobody  else  knows  the  answer  to  it, 
and  it’s  a  very  good  question.  I’m  very 
sorry. 

Postponement  of  Asia-Pacific  Trip 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  Texas  last  week  you 
gave  a  rousing  defense  of  your  attention  to 
foreign  policy  and  your  travels,  and  then  a 
few  days  later  you  canceled  the  Asia  trip, 
citing  the  congressional  schedule.  The  reali¬ 
ty,  though,  next  year  are  we  not  going  to 
see  you  stay  put? 

The  President  No,  you’re  not  going  to  see 
me  stay  put.  I  am  not  going  to  forsake  my 
responsibilities.  You  may  not  see  me  put  as 


1422 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Nov.  8 


much — I  mean,  un-put  as  much.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Will  the  Japan  trip  not  have  to  be 
postponed  until  after  the  elections? 

The  President.  The  Japan  trip  will  be  re¬ 
scheduled,  before  the  elections.  I  want  to 
do  it  before  the  elections.  I’d  like  to  do  it 
fairly  soon.  It  is  very  important.  You  know, 
it’s  interesting — this  is  for  the  foreign  jour¬ 
nalists — I  was  accused  of  canceling  a  foreign 
trip  for  political  reasons.  When  the  trip  was 
scheduled,  the  Congress  had  said  they  were 
going  to  adjourn  on  November  2d  or  No¬ 
vember  4th.  I  felt,  therefore,  I  could  safely 
sally  forth  from  the  United  States  and  go 
out  to  Asia. 

So,  we  canceled  the  trip,  and  then  some 
very  knowledgeable  foreign  policy  report¬ 
ers  say,  “Hey,  you’re  neglecting  Asia.  This  is 
a  terrible  thing.  You’re  not  going  to  Japan, 
which  is  a  very  important  trading  partner.” 

I  guess  both  have  some  credibility,  except 
those  who  say  it  was  canceled  for  politics.  I 
canceled  it  because  I  don’t  want  to  be  out 
of  town  when  Congress  is  still  in  session. 
But  I  want  to  reschedule  it,  and  I  will  re¬ 
schedule  it  because  these  relationships  are 
very  important.  And  it  is  the  President  that 
is  responsible  for  these  relationships. 

And  in  the  case  of  Japan,  for  example,  it 
is  terribly  important  domestically.  It  has  an 
enormous  domestic  implication.  And  to  ne¬ 
glect  that  relationship  and  be  driven  away 
from  it  by  people  holding  up  silly  T-shirts  is 
ridiculous.  Of  course,  I’m  going  to  go.  And 
this  relationship  with  Japan  is  important. 
It’s  important  to  jobs  in  the  State  of  Michi¬ 
gan,  for  openers,  and  many  other  States  all 
across  the  agricultural  belt.  And  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  in  high-tech.  And  it’s  important  in 
terms  of  a  lot  of  other  things. 

And  so,  I  am  not  going  to  neglect  that 
part  of  my  responsibilities  as  President  be¬ 
cause  of  some  carping  by  people  that 
simply  don’t  understand  that  it  is  the  Presi¬ 
dent  that  has  these  responsibilities. 

And  I  will  simply  add  for  the  foreign  jour¬ 
nalists:  If  I  had  had  to  listen  to  advice  from 
the  United  States  Senate  leadership,  the 
Democrats,  or  from  the  House,  the  leader¬ 
ship  over  there,  to  do  something  about  the 
Persian  Gulf,  we’d  have  still  been  sitting 
there  in  the  United  States,  fat,  dumb,  and 
happy,  with  Saddam  Hussein  maybe  in 
Saudi  Arabia.  So,  I  had  to  get  out  and  say, 


“Hey,  this  is  what  we’re  going  to  do,”  and 
didn’t  have  to  depend  on  the  good  will  of 
Congress  to  get  it  done.  Most  of  the  leaders 
in  the  Congress  opposed  what  I  did  or  were 
in  opposition  one  way  or  another. 

And  so,  I  am  not  going  to  neglect  my 
responsibilities.  I  am  going  to  do  as  better 
job  as  I  possibly  can  on  showing  the  con¬ 
cerns  I  feel  and  hopefully,  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  Congress,  try  to  find  answers 
to  some  of  the  problems  that  are  plaguing 
the  American  people.  People  are  hurting 
there,  and  they  need  help.  But  they  don’t 
need  the  President  to  forswear  his  obliga¬ 
tions  for  national  security  and  foreign  af¬ 
fairs. 

That’s  a  brief  summation  of  how  strongly 
I  feel,  and  I  can  elaborate  on  that  if  any¬ 
body  would  like. 

Abortion 

Q.  Mr.  President,  those  House  and  Senate 
leaders  you  just  referred  to  got  a  bill  passed 
in  both  Houses  this  week  which  overturns 
your  ban  on  abortion  counseling  in  family 
planning  clinics.  Will  you  veto  that,  and 
why? 

The  President.  You  know,  the  argument — 
this  is  a  domestic  issue  here — the  argument 
was  the  gag  rule,  the  keeping  patients  from 
talking  to  their  doctors  about  any  array  of 
options.  That  was  the  argument.  That  was 
the  debate.  You  go  back  and  look  at  the 
clips  and  look  at  some  of  the  stories  that 
were  written.  It  is  a  patient-doctor  relation¬ 
ship  that  people  were  arguing  about.  They 
were  saying  you  were  gagging  doctors  from 
giving  patients  any  solution  they  wanted. 
That  has  been  resolved  by  a  directive  from 
me  to  the  Secretary  of  HHS.  So,  it  is  no 
longer  the  question. 

Now,  somebody  has  some  other  ideas  on 
that.  But  I  will  veto  the  legislation  and  get 
the  veto  sustained,  and  I  already  have  taken 
care  of  “the  gag  rule”  about  which  this  was 
about.  Now,  there  are  some  other  aspects  of 
it  on  abortion  where  I  just  have  a  diffr 
ence  with  the  Congress,  a  standing  difft 
ence  with  them.  But  on  the  gag  rule,  it 
important  to  note  that  matter  has  been  k 
solved.  And  clearly,  under  my  directive, 
they  can  go  ahead,  patients  and  doctors  can 
talk  about  absolutely  anything  they  want, 
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and  they  should  be  able  to  do  that. 

But  let’s  not  lose  sight  of  what  the  argu¬ 
ment  was  a  few  months  ago  when  this  first 
came  out,  was  the  alleged  prohibition  of  a 
person  to  talk  to  a  doctor  about  abortion  or 
about  having  a  doctor  recommend  abortion. 
That  matter  has  been  resolved.  So  there¬ 
fore,  with  that  underway,  I  will  then  go 
ahead  and  veto  the  bill  and  hope  that  it  is 
sustained. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  your  ideas 
for  an  economic  growth  package  are  on  the 
Hill,  and  they  won’t  do  anything  about 
them,  the  democratically  controlled  Con¬ 
gress.  If  that’s  the  case,  are  you  saying  you 
can’t  do  anything  to  help  with  the  recession 
right  now;  you’re  helpless  in  this  area? 

The  President.  You  see  these  interest 
rates  down;  I  think  that  will  help  tremen¬ 
dously.  I  think  avoiding  breaking  the 
budget  agreement  will  help.  I  don’t  know 
that  I  personally,  individually,  can  do  any¬ 
thing  without  the  cooperation  of  the  leader¬ 
ship.  Sometimes,  to  get  something  good 
done,  you’ve  got  to  beat  back  something 
bad.  And  that  is  what  happens  when  you 
have  a  divided  government  with  the  Senate 
and  House  leaders  off  on  a  liberal  tack  that 
is  very  different  than  what  I  was  elected  to 
do. 

Q.  A  lot  of  economists  think  that,  in  fact, 
the  President  should  not  try  to  fine-tune 
this  way,  and  that  recessions  are  cyclical 
and  you  come  out  when  you  come  out.  Do 
you  essentially  agree  with  that? 

The  President.  Well,  as  I’ve  said  the  other 
day,  there’s  a  lot  of  gloom  and  doom  out  of 
the  politicians.  I  think  there’s  some  reason 
to  think  that,  as  in  past  recessions,  the  ’81- 
’82  recession  is  a  good  example,  we  will 
come  out  of  it.  I’m  not  prepared  to  say 
we’re  in  recession  when  you  have  a  growth, 
a  third-quarter  growth  of  2.4  percent.  It’s 
not  vigorous  growth.  It  is  not  the  kind  of 
growth  that  I’d  like  to  see  the  United  States 
have,  but  it  is  not  recession.  It  does  not  fit 
the  definition  of  recession.  And  yet,  you 
have  plenty  of  people  around  saying  we  are 
in  recession. 


What’s  happened,  I  think,  is  after  that  2.4 
percent  growth,  there’s  a  feeling  that  it’s 
been  rather  flat.  And  I  don’t  know  what  the 
numbers  are  exactly,  but  I  do  remember 
that  in  the  end  of  the  ’81-’82  recession  I 
was  sitting  there  in  the  Cabinet  Room 
when  some  Members  of  Congress,  both  Re¬ 
publican  and  Democrat,  came  to  President 
Reagan  and  said,  you  must  spend  this  $3 
billion  to  create,  I  forget  how  many  jobs, 
100,000  jobs.  You  have  to  do  it.  Well,  when 
will  these  jobs  be  created?  Well,  we  can  get 
them  the  next  6  months. 

And  within  the  next  month  or  two,  the 
economy  itself  was  creating  500,000  jobs 
per  month  without  the  kind  of  band-aid  leg¬ 
islation  that  these  people  were  talking 
about.  I  remember  talking  to  President 
Reagan  about  his  wanting  to  do  something 
but  not  do  something  that  would  be  coun¬ 
terproductive. 

So,  there  is  this  view  amongst  some 
economists  that  economies  are  cyclical  and 
that  you  have  ups  and  downs  in  it.  And  I 
think  if  you  go  back  and  look,  that’s  been 
the  case  in  history. 

This  recession — and  this  is  of  no  comfort 
to  somebody  that’s  lost  a  job — is  far  less 
deep  than  the  previous  recession.  And  it  is 
my  hope  that  we  will  come  on  out  of  it,  and 
there  are  some  good  signs.  And  yet,  there 
are  some  troubling  signs.  So,  we’ll  have  to 
wait  and  see.  But  that  is  an  argument  for 
not  doing  anything  dumb,  not  doing  any¬ 
thing  stupid  that’s  going  to  make  it  worse. 
One  thing  that  would  make  it  worse  is  to 
shoot  these  interest  rates  sky-high.  I  would 
think  that  would  guarantee  the  likelihood 
we  wouldn’t  have  a  recovery. 

Note:  The  President's  110th  news  conference 
began  at  2:50  p.m.  in  the  living  room  at  the 
U.S.  Ambassador's  residence.  The  following 
persons  were  referred  to:  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  of  Germany;  President  Franqois  Mit¬ 
terrand  of  France;  Representative  Dan  Ros- 
tenkowski;  and  former  Representative  Bill 
Steiger.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifi¬ 
cation  of  the  content  of  this  news  confer¬ 
ence. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Bulgarian- American 
Enterprise  Fund 
November  8,  1991 


The  Bulgarian-American  Enterprise  Fund 
was  formally  established  on  November  7, 
1991.  This  $50  million  U.S.  initiative,  to  be 
capitalized  over  3  years,  will  promote  the 
development  of  the  Bulgarian  private 
sector  through  equity  investments,  loans, 
grants,  training,  and  technical  assistance. 

Like  the  enterprise  funds  already  estab¬ 
lished  for  Poland,  Hungary,  and  the  Czech 
and  Slovak  Federal  Republic,  the  Bulgarian 
fund  is  a  private,  nonprofit  organization.  It 
will  invest  in  Bulgaria’s  private  sector,  using 
its  own  funds  and  drawing  on  other  sources 
of  venture  capital  as  well.  It  will  foster  the 
growth  of  private  business  in  all  sectors  of 
the  Bulgarian  economy,  with  particular  em¬ 
phasis  on  agriculture  and  agribusiness:  Agri¬ 
cultural  inputs,  food  processing  and  packag¬ 
ing,  distribution,  and  related  areas.  Drawing 
on  its  capital  stock,  the  fund  will  also  pro¬ 
vide  technical  assistance  to  complement  its 
investment  activities. 

The  President  is  pleased  to  announce  that 
the  following  distinguished  American  pri¬ 
vate  sector  leaders,  representing  a  wide 
range  of  professional  experience,  have 


agreed  to  serve  as  U.S.  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors: 

Chairman 

Gary  MacDougal,  former  chairman  and 
CEO  of  Mark  Controls  Corp.,  and  Public 
Delegate  and  Alternative  Representative  of 
the  United  States  to  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly. 

Members 

Theodore  Cooper,  chairman  of  the  board 
and  CEO  of  the  Upjohn  Co. 

William  W.  Erwin,  farmer,  board 
member  of  the  Farm  Credit  System  Assist¬ 
ance  Board,  former  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

Edgar  D.  Jannotta,  partner,  William  Blair 
&  Co. 

Marshall  Lee  Miller,  partner,  Baker  & 
Hostetler. 

These  U.S.  board  members  will  be  joined 
by  Bulgarian  directors  at  a  later  date.  In 
addition,  Frank  Bauer,  formerly  vice  presi¬ 
dent  with  Booz  Allen  &  Hamilton,  joins  the 
fund  as  president. 


Address  to  the  Nation  Commemorating  Veterans  Day 
November  9,  1991 


At  the  11th  hour  of  the  11th  day  of  the 
11th  month  of  1918,  the  guns  fell  silent  and 
the  First  World  War  came  to  an  end.  Ever 
since,  Americans  have  set  aside  November 
11th  to  honor  our  veterans,  our  heroes, 
whose  footsteps  set  the  pace  of  freedom’s 
march. 

From  the  fiery  birth  of  our  Nation  to 
freedom’s  latest  triumph  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  America’s  veterans  have  always  an¬ 
swered  the  call  and  given  their  all  when¬ 
ever  freedom  was  threatened  or  democracy 
imperiled. 

They  called  World  War  I  the  war  to  end 
all  wars,  but  that  was  not  to  be.  In  1939 


democracy  was  once  again  threatened,  and 
by  the  end  of  1941,  the  world  was  again  at 
war.  Americans  fought  not  only  for  their 
rights  and  freedoms,  but  for  those  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  throughout  the  world. 

Today,  however,  with  communism  defeat¬ 
ed  and  democracy  sweeping  the  globe,  our 
hope  grows  stronger  that  war  will  vanish 
and  a  more  civilized  world  based  on  friend¬ 
ship,  cooperation,  and  a  commitment  to 
peace  will  emerge. 

This  Veterans  Day,  we  owe  particular 
gratitude  to  the  men  and  women  veterans 
of  Desert  Storm.  It  is  important  to  honor  all 
veterans,  particularly  those  who  fought  so 
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bravely  during  World  War  II  as  we  prepare 
to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of 
what  we  hope  to  be  the  last  World  War. 

Like  the  veterans  of  World  War  II, 
Desert  Storm  veterans  went  proudly,  will¬ 
ingly  on  a  mission  of  high  principle  and 
noble  purpose:  to  defeat  aggression  and 
defend  freedom.  In  a  faraway  land  they  bat¬ 
tled  the  enemy  in  the  field  and  the  inner 
enemy  of  fear.  Through  their  sacrifice,  they 
put  an  end  to  brutal  aggression.  They  freed 
a  captive  nation  and  set  America  free  by 
renewing  our  faith  in  ourselves. 

From  the  time  Operation  Desert  Shield 
began,  a  sacred  bond  grew  between  Ameri¬ 
cans  here  at  home  and  those  serving  in  the 
Gulf,  much  the  same  as  it  had  during  World 
War  II.  Think  of  all  those  yellow  ribbons 
and  those  blue  stars  in  the  windows  during 
World  War  II.  Think  of  how  the  American 
family  has  never  been  more  united.  That 


bond,  that  unity,  and  that  love  must  be  pre¬ 
served. 

President  Coolidge  said  long  ago,  “The 
nation  which  forgets  its  defenders  will  itself 
be  forgotten.”  No  Commander  in  Chief  for¬ 
gets  the  sacrifices  of  America’s  veterans. 
Nor  will  America  forget  those  who  do  the 
hard  work  of  freedom. 

To  the  men  and  women  of  our  Armed 
Forces  and  to  all  our  veterans,  you  know 
that  you  have  your  country’s  gratitude  on 
Veterans  Day  and  every  day  of  the  year. 

May  God  bless  America  and  the  veterans 
who  keep  her  free. 

Note:  The  President  recorded  this  address 
on  October  28  in  Room  459  of  the  Old 
Executive  Office  Building  for  broadcast  at 
9  a.m.  on  November  9.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
this  address. 


Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  Hosted  by 
The  Netherlands  in  The  Hague 
November  9,  1991 

Mr.  Prime  Minister  and  President  Delors, 
Foreign  Minister  van  den  Broek,  distin¬ 
guished  guests,  thank  you  all.  And  may  I 
especially  thank  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  for 
the  extraordinary,  warm,  genuine  hospital¬ 
ity  that  we  have  felt  today  and  that  Barbara 
and  I  have  felt  in  the  past  as  her  guests,  and 
to  say  what  a  pleasure  it  is  to  be  back  here 
once  again. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  meet  with  you  at  the 
conclusion  of  this,  the  first  meeting  of  U.S. 
and  EC  leaders  on  European  soil.  That  this 
is  Dutch  soil  makes  the  moment  all  the 
more  special,  for  nowhere  is  the  moral  fiber 
of  our  Atlantic  community  stronger. 

I  made  my  first  visit  to  The  Hague  as 
President  more  than  2  years  ago — Ruud 
Lubbers  referred  to  this — on  the  eve, 
though,  of  the  Revolution  of  1989.  And  at 
that  moment,  East  and  West  stood  locked  in 
conflict,  the  armed  and  uneasy  peace  we 
called  the  cold  war.  And  yet,  even  then  in 
the  captive  nations  of  Eastern  Europe,  the 
world  felt  those  first  stirrings  of  change. 


Prime  Minister  Ruud  Lubbers  of 


In  the  stone  church  at  Leiden,  I  spoke  of 
the  new  spirit  alive  on  this  continent,  of  the 
new  world  within  our  reach.  Today  as  we 
meet  in  this  historic  Hall  of  Knights, 
Europe  stands  transformed.  A  new  world 
stretches  out  before  us,  a  world  alive  with 
the  promise  of  freedom. 

Just  2  years  ago  today,  the  revolution 
swept  away  that  stark  and  searing  symbol  of 
Europe’s  division,  and  that  wall  came  crash¬ 
ing  down.  But  history  allows  little  time  for 
celebration.  With  change  comes  new  chal¬ 
lenges:  New  challenges  for  old  allies  who 
must  chart  a  common  course  in  the  peace 
that  follows  the  cold  war;  new  challenges 
for  old  adversaries  here  in  Europe,  making 
certain  the  nations  of  the  East  can  look  to 
their  Western  neighbors  for  help  in  secur¬ 
ing  their  hard-won  freedoms. 

As  we  confront  the  future,  we  must  not 
repeat  the  errors  of  the  past.  On  my  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  some  greeted  the  end  of  the 
cold  war  with  a  chorus  of  “Come  Home, 
America.”  For  them,  the  collapse  of  corn- 
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munism  meant  America’s  engagement  in 
Europe  was  finished.  Nothing  could  be 
more  shortsighted  for  Europe,  for  my  coun¬ 
try,  and  for  the  world. 

We  must  heed  the  hard-won  lessons  of 
this  century  if  we’re  to  seize  new  opportu¬ 
nities  in  the  next.  We  should  give  future 
historians  no  reason  to  see  in  1991  a  repeat 
of  1919:  An  age  of  naive  isolationism  with 
the  world’s  great  democracies  divided  and 
distracted,  a  Europe  divided  between  vic¬ 
tors  and  vanquished,  oblivious  to  unexpect¬ 
ed  dangers.  This  first  age  of  naivete  made 
possible  the  horrors  of  Hitler,  followed  by 
the  protracted  terror  of  the  cold  war.  For 
that  earlier  dalliance  with  delusion,  I  think 
we  would  all  agree  the  world  paid  dearly. 
War  cost  the  lives  of  millions.  Innocent  gen¬ 
erations  lost  the  dream  of  freedom. 

The  question  we  face  today  is  not  so  dif¬ 
ferent  than  the  one  our  ancestors  faced  in 
1919.  For  our  part,  we  knew  how  to  wage 
cold  war.  But  do  we  know  how  to  wage  the 
peace?  We  must  start  from  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  NATO  is  not  simply  a  military  pact 
joined  only  to  face  a  common  threat.  We 
must  recognize  that  our  Atlantic  alliance  is 
as  vital  in  today’s  volatile  world  as  it  was 
years  ago  when  Europe  was  menaced  by 
Stalin’s  army. 

Our  alliance  was  from  the  very  first  and 
remains  today  an  alliance  of  free  nations,  of 
fellow  democracies,  of  countries  bound  by 
the  long  sweep  of  history  and  shared  herit¬ 
age.  Today,  as  we  have  been  for  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  Europe  and  America  are  partners  in 
peace.  And  today,  we’re  also  partners  in 
prosperity  with  strong  trade  ties  that  enrich 
our  peoples,  create  new  opportunities,  and 
fuel  growth. 

There  is  no  question  that  NATO  will 
change.  In  Rome,  we  approved  changes  in 
the  way  the  alliance  will  provide  for  the 
common  defense,  the  way  we  will  deal  with 
our  former  adversaries,  and  even  the  way 
we  will  deal  with  each  other.  Our  new  de¬ 
fense  doctrine  will  ensure  that  every  ally  is 
secure  from  any  threat,  security  made  cred¬ 
ible  by  highly  mobile,  multinational  forces, 
greatly  reduced  in  size  but  unmatched  in 
human  and  technological  quality. 

Our  new  NATO  liaison  program  for  Eu¬ 
rope’s  youngest  democracies,  Poland  and 
Hungary,  Czechoslovakia  and  others,  will 


help  them  transform  their  military  appara¬ 
tus  from  a  weapon  of  the  state  to  the  guard¬ 
ian  of  free  people. 

And  finally,  the  alliance’s  endorsement  of 
a  European  defense  identity,  the  long- 
sought  European  Pillar,  will  give  our  Euro¬ 
pean  allies  more  responsibility  in  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  shared  vital  interests,  cherished 
ideals,  and  the  rule  of  law. 

My  country  and  the  nations  of  this  conti¬ 
nent  are  forging  a  new  Atlantic  partnership. 
Think  back,  look  over  our  shoulders  four 
decades  ago  to  the  days  of  the  Berlin  block¬ 
ade  and  the  Marshall  plan.  Nearly  all  of 
Europe  stood  in  ruins,  half  its  people  locked 
in  chains.  And  today,  Western  Europe 
stands  as  a  model  for  what  democracy,  the 
free  market,  and  cooperation  can  deliver. 
More  than  300  million  people,  generating 
fully  one-fifth  of  the  world’s  economic 
output,  nations  that  rank  among  the  world’s 
most  advanced  and  best  educated. 

This  era  of  postwar  prosperity  has  pre¬ 
pared  Europe  for  larger  responsibilities. 
We’re  now  witnessing  the  new  Europe  in 
action:  Working  with  us  to  help  the  citizens 
of  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  transform 
their  systems,  their  societies,  their  lives;  in 
the  Middle  East,  where  the  European  Com¬ 
munity  stands  with  us  as  a  partner  in  the 
quest  for  peace.  We  see  the  new  Europe  at 
work  closer  to  home,  striving  against  diffi¬ 
cult  odds  to  end  the  war  in  Yugoslavia. 

We  welcome  the  emergence  of  the  new 
Europe,  in  the  European  Community’s 
march  toward  a  single  market  and  political 
union,  in  the  revival  of  the  Western  Euro¬ 
pean  Union,  the  WEU,  in  the  EC’s  new 
accord  with  the  European  Free  Trade  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Revitalizing  the  Atlantic  alliance 
and  building  a  European  Union  go  hand-in- 
hand.  Both  can  contribute  to  a  safe,  pros¬ 
perous  Europe  and  a  humane  world  order. 
A  continuing  American  role  in  Europe  can 
facilitate  integration,  doing  that  by  fostering 
stability.  And  a  more  confident  and  cohe¬ 
sive  Europe  will,  we  believe,  want  the 
United  States  to  remain  fully  engaged. 

We  therefore  hope  for  continued  progress 
at  the  upcoming  EC  summit  in  Maastricht 
because  America  recognizes  the  accelerat¬ 
ing  unity  of  Europe  as  a  natural  evolution 
toward  our  common  aim:  A  commonwealth 
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of  free  nations,  working  in  concert;  a  new 
world  where  more  and  more  nations  enter 
a  widening  circle  of  freedom.  In  the  months 
and  years  ahead,  this  commonwealth  will  be 
called  upon  to  be  patient  and  steady,  at 
once,  resolute  and  ready  to  act. 

First,  we’ve  got  to  write  the  final  chapter 
of  the  cold  war  conflict.  We  must  help  the 
nations  of  the  East  secure  the  freedoms  that 
they  have  won.  In  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe,  the  euphoria  of  1989  has  worn 
away.  Each  country  struggles  now  to  build  a 
functioning  free  market  on  the  ruins  of  the 
socialist  systems,  to  rekindle  a  saving  sense 
of  trust  essential  to  democratic  society. 
These  nations  need  our  help.  They  need 
access  to  Western  markets,  financial  and 
technical  assistance  to  ease  their  transition. 
For  40  long  years,  the  captive  nations  of  the 
East  looked  West  for  a  sign  of  hope.  And  it’s 
time  now  to  say  to  these  new  democracies: 
We  will  help  you.  More  than  that,  after 
such  a  cold  and  protracted  isolation,  it  is 
time  for  us  to  extend  to  them  a  warm  wel¬ 
come  into  this  commonwealth  of  freedom. 

And  yet,  while  the  urgent  work  of  de¬ 
mocracy-building  and  market  reform  moves 
forward,  some  see  in  freedom’s  triumph  a 
bitter  harvest.  In  this  view,  the  collapse  of 
communism  has  thrown  open  a  Pandora’s 
box  of  ancient  ethnic  hatreds,  resentment, 
and  even  revenge.  Some  fear  democracy’s 
new  freedoms  will  be  used  not  to  build  new 
trust  but  to  settle  old  scores. 

All  of  Europe  has  awakened  to  the 
danger  of  an  old  enemy,  a  nationalism  ani¬ 
mated  by  hatred  and  unmoved  by  nobler 
ends.  No  one  need  fear  healthy  national 
pride,  the  distinctive  and  defining  tradi¬ 
tions,  the  living  history  that  gives  peoples 
and  nations  a  sense  of  identity  and  principle 
and  purpose.  But  we  must  guard  against 
nationalism  of  a  more  sinister  sort:  One  that 
feeds  on  old,  stale  prejudices,  teaches 
people  intolerance  and  suspicion,  and  even 
racism  and  anti-Semitism;  one  that  pits 
nation  against  nation,  citizen  against  citizen. 
There  can  be  no  place  for  these  old  animos¬ 
ities  in  the  new  Europe. 

The  answer  lies  not  in  suppressing  the 
dark  impulses  that  destroy  nations  but  in 
surmounting  them,  cultivating  a  spirit  of 
democratic  tolerance  and  peaceful  change, 
a  concept  of  majority  rule  that  respects  mi¬ 


nority  rights.  Democracy  is  not  the  cause  of 
strife  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union  but  rather  the  solution.  Western 
Europe  stands  as  proof  that  in  the  space  of 
little  more  than  one  generation,  the  spirit  of 
democracy  can  transcend  centuries  of  rival¬ 
ry,  war,  nationalistic  strife. 

We  see  in  Yugoslavia  how  the  proud 
name  of  nationalism  can  splinter  a  country 
into  bloody  civil  war.  America  supports, 
strongly  supports,  the  efforts  of  the  Europe¬ 
an  Community  to  bring  that  conflict  to  an 
end.  We  salute  Lord  Carrington  for  his  in¬ 
defatigable  efforts.  And  we  urge  all  parties 
to  stop  the  violence,  to  seek  through  peace¬ 
ful  means  an  immediate  end  to  the  suffer¬ 
ing.  We  are  ready  to  join  the  EC  in  holding 
accountable  those  in  Yugoslavia  whose  paro¬ 
chial  ambitions  are  perpetrating  this  agony. 

Second,  we  must  seize  the  opportunities 
farther  east  to  support  the  democratic 
transformation  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  its 
Republics.  Prime  Minister  Lubbers  referred 
to  this:  That  failed  August  coup  stiffened 
the  resolve  of  reformers  to  institute  demo¬ 
cratic  change  and  introduce  true  free 
market  reforms.  We  in  the  West  must 
answer  by  offering  humanitarian  aid,  open¬ 
ing  our  markets  to  goods  from  every  Re¬ 
public,  encouraging  investment,  offering 
economic  advice  and  expertise. 

I  believe  the  peoples  everywhere  in  that 
vast  land  want  change.  But  no  shortcut  can 
spare  them  suffering  and  hardship  as  they 
dig  out  from  under  70  years  of  misrule.  A 
harsh  winter,  hard  times,  lie  ahead.  And 
desperate  times  breed  demagogs.  America 
and  Europe  share  an  interest  in  the  success 
of  Soviet  reform.  Together,  we  must  act  to 
support  the  forces  of  liberty  and  democracy 
and  free  enterprise  in  that  troubled  region. 

Finally,  we  must  guard  against  the 
danger  that  old  cold  war  allies  will  become 
new  economic  adversaries,  cold  warriors 
turned  to  trade  warriors.  There  are  signs  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  frankly,  that  this 
could  happen.  Shrill  voices  on  both  sides 
peddle  protectionism  as  the  path  to  pros¬ 
perity. 

That  way,  in  my  view,  lies  to  economic 
ruin,  a  prescription  for  plunging  us  into  the 
kind  of  impoverishing  rivalry  that  ravaged 
our  economies  during  the  Great  Depres- 
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sion.  As  President,  part  of  my  responsibility 
to  the  American  people  is  ensuring  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  and  opportunity.  In  a  global 
economy,  that  means  insisting  on  free  and 
fair  trade. 

In  North  America,  as  in  Europe,  great 
progress  has  been  made  driving  down  trade 
barriers.  But  that  progress  will  mean  little  if 
the  world  aligns  itself  into  warring  trade 
blocs.  The  principle  of  free  trade  faces  a 
critical  test  in  the  Uruguay  round.  A  posi¬ 
tive  outcome,  one  that  reaffirms  and  ex¬ 
tends  the  GATT  system,  will  prove  that  the 
United  States  and  the  European  Communi¬ 
ty,  as  world  economic  leaders,  have  the 
confidence  to  move  decisively  into  a  new 
era  of  free  and  open  trade,  generating  jobs 
and  opportunity  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic.  And  that’s  why  I  am  pleased  today  to 
report  that  the  United  States  and  the  EC 
have  made  progress  in  just  the  past  few 
days  and  have  pledged  to  spare  no  effort  to 
resolve  the  equally  significant  issues  that 
are  still  outstanding. 


Helping  the  emerging  democracies  of 
Eastern  Europe,  supporting  democratic 
reform  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  in  its  Re¬ 
publics  as  well,  pushing  forward  for  freer 
world  trade:  Each  challenge  we  face  consti¬ 
tutes  a  test.  Each  holds  open  an  opportunity 
to  give  real  meaning  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  that  link  us  across  the  Atlantic,  to 
open  our  commonwealth  of  free  nations  to 
all  who  love  liberty  and  all  who  seek  peace. 

Thank  you  very  much.  And  may  Cod 
bless  The  Netherlands  and  the  free  peoples 
of  Europe.  Thank  you. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  12:46  p.m .  in 
the  Ridderzaal  at  the  Binnenhof  parliamen¬ 
tary  building  complex.  In  his  remarks ,  he 
referred  to  Jacques  Delors ,  President  of  the 
European  Community’s  Executive  Commis¬ 
sion;  Foreign  Minister  Hans  van  den  Broek 
and  Queen  Beatrix  of  The  Netherlands ;  and 
Lord  Peter  Carrington ,  Chairman  of  the 
European  Community’s  Conference  on 
Yugoslavia.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Prime  Minister  Ruud 
Lubbers  of  The  Netherlands  and  President  Jacques  Delors  of  the 
Commission  of  the  European  Community  in  The  Hague 
November  9,  1991 


President  Bush.  Well,  let  me  just  say  that 
our  meetings  here  and  in  Rome  underline 
the  Atlantic  partnership  is  as  important  as 
ever.  Our  agenda  today  reflected  the  grow¬ 
ing  role  of  the  European  Community  in 
Europe  and  beyond,  and  much  of  our  inter¬ 
national  cooperation  with  the  EC  is  based 
on  the  concept  of  responsibility-sharing. 
We’re  working  together  effectively  in 
aiding  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  assist¬ 
ing  the  Soviet  Union,  trying  to  bring  peace 
to  the  Middle  East  and  Yugoslavia. 

Trade  was  a  central  issue  on  our  discus¬ 
sions  today.  The  U.S.-EC  economic  relation¬ 
ship  continues  to  grow.  The  United  States 
and  the  EC  must  demonstrate  the  ability  to 
lead  in  the  economic  area  by  successfully 
concluding  the  Uruguay  round.  There’s 
total  agreement  on  that  point.  I  think  our 


talks  did  mark  the  narrowing  of  differences 
and  a  commitment  to  work  to  get  that 
round  concluded  this  year. 

And  we  share  the  concern  of  the  EC  re¬ 
garding  the  conflict  in  Yugoslavia.  We,  the 
United  States,  have  concluded  that  further 
measures  must  be  taken  to  hold  accounta¬ 
ble  those  who  placed  their  narrow  ambi¬ 
tions  above  the  well-being  of  the  peoples. 
And  so,  therefore,  we  will  apply  sanctions 
on  Yugoslavia  comparable  to  those  of  the 
EC.  And  the  EC  can  also  depend  on  the 
United  States  to  cosponsor  a  new  U.N.  Secu¬ 
rity  Council  resolution  on  Yugoslavia,  look¬ 
ing  toward  a  possible  oil  embargo,  and  to 
cooperate  fully  in  efforts  to  strengthen  the 
embargo  on  arms  exports  to  Yugoslavia. 

We’re  very  grateful  to  President  Delors, 
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Prime  Minister  Lubbers  for  the  conduct  of 
the  meeting  today,  and  also  to  Her  Majesty 
for  the  hospitality  shown  us  here  in  The 
Netherlands. 

Prime  Minister  Lubbers.  As  you  know,  we 
discussed  a  number  of  items  this  morning, 
spent  some  time  on  explaining  the  institu¬ 
tional  arrangements  we  are  preparing  from 
a  strict  monetary  union  and  a  political 
union.  We  exchanged  limited  views  and 
prepared  ourselves  for  a  conference  to  be 
held  next  year  in  Brazil  about  the  climato¬ 
logical  problems. 

We,  of  course,  also  here  spent  some  time 
on  Yugoslavia,  and  we  are  very  happy,  as 
you  heard  from  President  Bush,  that  also 
the  United  States  will  contribute  to  the  poli¬ 
cies  there  in  putting  some  pressure  on  the 
parties,  as  was  agreed  upon  already  within 
the  European  Community. 

Most  of  the  time,  of  course,  this  morning 
we  have  spent  to  invest  in  coming  to  a 
more  common  position  in  the  Uruguay 
round.  As  the  President  said,  we  agreed 
that  it  is  essential  that  we  come  to  results  in 
the  last  months  of  this  year,  November  and 
December. 

So,  a  little  bit  running  out  of  time,  and 
therefore,  Fm  happy  that  we  had  a  good 
opportunity  here  to  discuss  this  matter.  As 
you  have  seen  in  the  declaration  which  was 
distributed  and  which  I  am  not  going  to 
read  for  you,  we  are  aiming  at  an  approach, 
and  this  is  not  only  one  aspect  or  another, 
but  it  is  as  well  about  agriculture  as  about 
services  and  intellectual  property  and  what 
have  you. 

From  the  paper  you  can  see  that  there  is 
progress.  We  have  made  an  important  step 
forward.  On  the  other  hand,  we  want  to  be 
realistic  in  saying  there  are  still  a  number  of 
problems  that  we  have  to  solve  together. 
There  is  a  remaining  gap,  especially  in  agri¬ 
culture.  And  as  we  see  this  as  a  package 
deal,  so  to  say,  we  have  to  negotiate  further 
a  number  of  elements.  Naturally,  negotia¬ 
tions  have  to  be  done  in  a  way  that  they 
can  be  successful,  but  it  will  be  difficult  for 
me  to  be  too  specific  on  that. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  we  will  continue 
from  here,  and  hopefully  in  a  period  not  all 
too  long,  it  will  be  possible  for  Mr.  Dunkel 
of  the  GATT  to  come  out  with  a  proposal 
that  can  be  endorsed  as  well  by  the  United 


States  and  the  Community. 

Thank  you. 

President  Delors.  Mr.  Lubbers  has  made  a 
full  statement  on  the  Community’s  side  on 
the  meeting  of  this  morning.  Let  me  add 
simply  as  a  personal  feeling  that  for  the  first 
time  I  am  reasonably  optimistic  upon  the 
possibility  to  reach  an  agreement  in  the 
three  common — on  the  Uruguay  round. 
And  this  is  very  important  to  deliver  a  very 
important  signal  to  the  world  economy. 

Thank  you. 

Sanctions  Against  Yugoslavia 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  extensive  are  the 
sanctions  against  Yugoslavia,  and  why  is 
there  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  sanc¬ 
tions  against  Yugoslavia  will  be  any  more 
effective  than  those  already  in  place  against 
Iraq? 

President  Bush.  Well,  Fm  not  sure  how 
effective  sanctions  by  themselves  will  be. 
The  decision  to  take  the  sanctions  was  to 
strongly  back  the  efforts  of  the  EC.  As  I 
mentioned,  they  are  not  complete  yet.  We 
are  going  to  go  to  the  United  Nations  to  try 
to  strengthen  the  concept  of  oil  embargo. 
But  I  don’t  think  anybody  can  predict  with 
any  accuracy  that  sanctions  alone  will  solve 
the  problems  in  Yugoslavia,  in  Haiti,  or  in 
Iraq,  or  in  other  places.  But  it  is  the  way 
that  the  European  Community  felt,  backed 
now  by  the  United  States,  that  we  can 
make  our  position  better,  clearer  to  the 
people  in  the  various  entities  inside  Yugo¬ 
slavia. 

So,  they’re  fairly  broad.  I  don’t  have  a  list 
of  the  specific  sanctions  here,  but  I  cannot 
say  that  I  think  sanctions  alone  are  going  to 
get  this  job  done.  I  hope  they  will. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  spoke  about  the 
importance  of  accelerating  the  process  to¬ 
wards  European  unity.  The  Netherlands 
tried  in  the  Presidency  to  do  so.  Do  you 
think  we  go  fast  enough,  and  is  the  lack  of 
speed  in  this  process  a  problem  also  in  the 
GATT  negotiations? 

President  Bush.  The  answer  is,  the 
manner  of  how  fast  one  goes,  that  seems  to 
me  is  a  matter  for  Europe.  And  I  don’t 
believe  that  the  failure  to  have  all  those 
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matters  resolved  should  inhibit  a  solution  to 
the  GATT  round. 

Q.  President  Bush,  do  you  think  it’s  time 
to  take  up  John  Major’s  suggestion  of  a  G- 7 
special  summit  on  the  GATT  which  would 
at  least  allow  you  to  bring  Japan  on  board, 
given  that  time  is  really  running  out  fast? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  didn’t  have  a 
chance  to  talk  to  the  Prime  Minister  about 
that.  I’m  always  interested  in  his  sugges¬ 
tions;  he’s  got  very  good  judgment  on  these 
trade  matters.  But  I  think  the  first  thing  we 
must  do  is  to  follow  through  in  the  way  that 
we’ve  talked  today,  through  the  existing 
mechanism.  We  are  trying  to  get  this 
matter  wrapped  up  soon.  The  next  step  will 
be,  I  believe,  in  Geneva.  So,  I  think  that’s 
most  important. 

When  John  Major  talks  about  getting 
Japan  involved  in  various  ways,  I  think  he’s 
on  to  something  very  important,  because 
it’s  the  G-7  that  gives  Japan  a  window  to 
these  broad  international  questions.  But 
before  I  comment  on  his  proposal,  I  would 
just  simply  stay  with  the  process  that  we 
talked  about  here  today. 

Q.  President  Bush,  American  farmers  are 
looking  at  you  to  deliver  on  freeing  interna¬ 
tional  trade  in  agriculture.  Heading  your 
joint  declaration,  it  looks  as  if  they  haven’t 
got  much  to  cheer  about  at  the  moment. 
And  I  just  wondered  if  I  could  ask  Mr.  Lub¬ 
bers  a  question:  Do  you  think  that  the  U.S. 
Omnibus  Trade  Act,  section  301,  can  still 
be  in  existence  if  there  is  to  be  a  Uruguay 
round  agreement? 

President  Bush.  Well,  on  cheering  about, 
American  farmers  have  a  lot  at  stake  on 
this.  Agriculture  has  been  one  of  the  stum¬ 
bling  blocks.  Today  we  say  we  have  made 
some  progress.  It  is  highly  complex.  As  a 
layman,  not  one  who  has  been  in  on  all 
these  negotiations,  I  can  tell  you  I  have  a 
greater  appreciation  for  the  complexity.  But 
to  the  American  farmer  I  would  say,  please 
read  the  communique  here,  and  say,  where 
we’ve  made  some  progress,  I  can  enthusi¬ 
astically  endorse  that.  But  if  the  question  is, 
do  we  have  all  the  problems  of  agriculture 
behind  us  so  that  the  American  farmer  can 
rejoice,  the  answer  is,  not  yet.  We’ve  got  to 
keep  on  trying,  though. 

But  I  think  there’s  a  positive  message 
here.  I  notice  what  President  Delors  said. 


He’s  been  engaged  in  this  right  up  to  his 
elbows  since  it  started.  And  if  he  can  say 
that  he  feels  there’s  progress,  why,  I  think 
that’s  a  good  message  not  just  for  the  Amer¬ 
ican  farmer  but  for  everybody. 

Prime  Minister  Lubbers.  Let  me  add  to 
that  question.  As  I  see  it,  the  GATT  negoti¬ 
ations  are  not  about  serving  one  group  in 
one  country  but  have  to  serve  all  countries 
in  order  to  get  more  economic  growth. 
That’s  the  main  point.  It’s  important.  That’s 
what  we  have  to  do  together.  That’s  the 
first  thing. 

The  second  thing  is  that  we  need  a  result. 
We  came  a  little  bit  nearer  to  that  today,  as 
President  Delors  said,  in  order  to  avoid  in 
the  future  all  sorts  of  trade  wars.  I’m  not 
going  to  brief  you  in  formal  legal  formalities 
now,  but  I  want  to  say  that,  of  course,  it 
would  be  very  important  to  have  more 
trade  to  have  futures  for  farmers  in  all 
countries  and  other  industries  as  well  in  a 
growing  economy,  and  that  we’d  have  to  do 
it  in  such  a  way  that  we  have  a  better 
chance  to  avoid  trade  wars  in  the  future. 

Q.  And  on  the  trade  question? 

Q.  President  Delors,  could  you  explain, 
President  Delors,  why  you  are  more  opti¬ 
mistic  and  in  what  areas  the  differences 
have  been  narrowed? 

President  Delors.  This  is  not  the  moment 
to  enter  into  details,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  negotiation,  the  conversation  last  week 
and  the  meeting  tomorrow  morning,  this 
morning,  excuse  me,  this  meeting  provides 
room  of  maneuver  in  the  two  most  impor¬ 
tant  sectors,  services  and  agriculture.  But 
we  must  go  on.  This  is  not  the  end  of  the 
negotiation.  But  I  have  always  thought  that 
result  in  an  increase  of  the  demand  be¬ 
tween  U.S.  and  the  Community  on  the  two 
fields,  agriculture  and  services.  It  was  im¬ 
possible  to  give  an  impetus  to  the  negotia¬ 
tion  for  all  the  countries. 

Q.  We  were  hearing  earlier  on  that  fig¬ 
ures  were  discussed  for  a  new  agricultural 
compromise.  Do  you  now  have  the  ingredi¬ 
ents  for  something  you  can  suggest  to 
Dunkel  on  creeping  together  between  th 
GATT,  the  U.S.  and  the  EC,  on  agricultur 
offers? 

President  Delors.  We  are  on  the  tracks  of 
a  reform  of  the  common  agriculture  poli- 
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cies.  And  the  contribution  of  this  reform  to 
the  negotiation  of  GATT  is  very  simple  to 
say.  We  intend  to  produce  less,  to  import 
less,  to  import  more,  excuse  me,  and  to 
export  less.  This  is  our  contribution  with  the 
modification  of  our  old  system,  and  this 
system  of  agriculture  in  the  communique  is 
different  from  the  system  in  the  U.S.  for 
many  reasons.  But  the  main  reason  is  there 
are — [ inaudible ] — differences  between  the 
American  agriculture  and  the  European  ag¬ 
riculture. 

But  if  we  produce  less,  we  are  less  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  world  market,  and  this  is  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  GATT  round  to  let  room  to 
maneuver  for  the  other  exporters,  and  nota¬ 
bly  the  exporters  from  less  developing 
countries. 

Q.  The  American  President,  the  question 
was  also  put  to  you. 

President  Bush.  I  agree  with  what  Mr. 
Delors  said.  [Laughter] 

Yugoslavia 

Q.  With  respect  to  the  United  Nations,  do 
you  support  the  idea  of  possibly  forming  a 
peacekeeping  force  to  intervene  in  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  assuming  that  your  European  part¬ 
ners  agree? 

President  Bush.  You're  too  far  ahead  of 
the  power  curve.  We’re  not  talking  about 
force.  Were  talking  about  economic  sanc¬ 
tions.  And  thus,  I  cannot  answer  a  hypothet¬ 
ical  question  of  that  nature.  We’re  just  not 
there  yet. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  President  Bush,  have  you  lowered 
your  expectations  in  the  agriculture  negoti¬ 
ations — 

President  Bush.  No. 

q  - because  you  were  seeking  huge 

cuts  in  subsidies? 

President  Bush.  No,  we  haven’t  lowered 
our  expectations.  And  I  think  our  position 
publicly  is  well-known,  but  I  agree  with 
what  President  Delors  said.  I  was  not  just 
brushing  off  the  question.  I  really  believe 
he  said  how  we  all  feel  the  talks  went 
today. 

But,  no,  we’re  trying  to  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment,  and  I  think  our  expectations,  which 
certainly  include  a  satisfactory  solution  to 
the  agricultural  problem,  are  about  the 


same  as  they’ve  been. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  protectionist  pressures 
are  already  growing  in  Congress,  and  given 
the  coming  political  year,  will  probably 
grow  more  intense.  If  you’re  unsuccessful  in 
these  negotiations,  how  do  you  expect  to 
hold  back  that  pressure?  And  shouldn’t 
Americans  expect  you  to  protect  their  inter¬ 
ests,  perhaps  retaliate  for  what  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  unfair  trade  practices? 

President  Bush.  Well,  I  think  the  GATT 
mechanism  protects  American  interests 
there,  protects  the  interests  of  others.  And 
from  time  to  time,  we  have  used  the  GATT 
mechanism  to  protect  American  interest. 
But  when  I  use  the  word  “protection” 
there,  I  say  to  guarantee  fair  play.  Just  as 
when  people  bring  trade  cases  against  us, 
they  would  say  they’re  doing  it  for  fair  play. 

On  your  question  of  broad  protectionist 
swings  in  the  United  States,  I  will  continue 
to  oppose  that  kind  of  protection,  isolation 
if  you  will,  pulling  back  into  fortress  Amer¬ 
ica  and  thinking  that  that  will  benefit  the 
American  people.  It  won’t  do  it.  It  will 
shrink  our  existing  markets,  rather  than  ex¬ 
panding  markets. 

So,  you’re  right;  some  in  an  election  year 
will  demagog  that  issue  and  try  to  move 
into  a  protectionist  vein.  But  that  happens 
every  4  years.  Indeed,  it  happens  every  2 
years. 

But  I  would  say  to  the  American  working 
man  and  woman,  the  best  interest  is  to 
expand  our  markets  and  to  resist  the  short- 
run  appeal  of  basic  protection  philosophy 
because  that  does  nothing  but  shrink  mar¬ 
kets.  And  it  really  is  a  very  bad  approach  in 
terms  of  our  own  interests,  as  well  as  in 
terms  of  the  interests  of  the  world.  So,  I  will 
have  no  problem  staying  with  adherence, 
an  advocacy  of  a  freer  trading  system,  free 
and  fair,  level  playing  field. 

I  took  my  case  to  the  American  people  on 
that  in  1988.  I  think  it  was  endorsed  then. 
And  I  recognize  that  some,  given  some  eco¬ 
nomic  hardships  at  home,  are  moving  the 
way  you  say,  but  I  just  think  they’re  wrong. 
The  thing  where  we  have  been  the  strong¬ 
est  economically  in  recent  times  has  been 
through  expanding  exports,  through  our 
export  market.  And  one  way  to  guarantee 
the  lack  of  prosperity  for  the  American 
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men  and  women  is  to  shrink  those  export 
markets.  And  one  way  to  shrink  the  export 
markets  is  to  think  you  can  get  there  by 
what  is  called  “protection.”  It  simply  will 
not  work. 

And  history  is  replete  with  examples  of 
where  it  failed,  and  I  cited  in  the  speech  I 
just  gave  the  experience  that  we  had  after 
the  World  War  and  in  the  time  of  the  Great 
Depression.  So,  we  are  not  going  to  go  back 
to  a  policy  of  protection.  I  want  to  stay  with 
a  policy  of  expanding  markets  for  U.S.  prod¬ 
ucts. 

Q.  But  given  the  stalled  economy  and  the 
political  atmosphere,  isn’t  that  going  to  be  a 
tougher  sell? 

President  Bush.  Well,  it  could  be,  if  any¬ 
body  believes  something  that’s  not  true. 
And  what’s  not  true  is  that  protection  is  the 


way  to  prosperity.  It  is  not  the  way  to  pros¬ 
perity,  and  freer  trade  is.  So,  I  see  your 
point,  Jim  [Jim  Miklaszewski,  NBC  News], 
but  I  just  don’t,  I  can’t  subscribe  to  it.  And 
I’m  not  going  to  change  my  position  based 
on  political  expediency.  And  I  think  the 
American  people  can  see  through  political 
expediency.  And  I  agree  with  you  that 
some  are  sounding  the  siren’s  call  of  protec¬ 
tion  in  the  States. 

Note:  The  President’s  111th  news  conference 
began  at  2:15  p.m.  in  the  Noenzaal  Room 
in  Binnenhof  Arthur  Dunkel  was  Director 
General  of  the  General  Agreement  on  Tar¬ 
iffs  and  Trade  (GATT).  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
this  news  conference. 


Remarks  to  the  American  Community  in  The  Hague 
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Thank  you.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Secretary. 
Thank  all  of  you.  This  is  too  beautiful  a  day 
to  give  my  45-minute  speech,  don’t  you 
think,  or  not?  Yes,  and  I  see  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  over  here,  and  let  me  just  say  to  he 
and  the  Foreign  Minister,  Mr.  van  den 
Broek,  two  things:  One,  here  they  are  at 
this  school,  this  American  School,  interna¬ 
tional  school  really,  giving  up  some  precious 
time.  Both  of  them  have  dual  responsibil¬ 
ities:  Running  the  Government  here  in  this 
marvelous  country  that’s  so  friendly  to  the 
United  States,  and  also  their  responsibilities 
as  they  have  assumed  the  Presidency  of  the 
EC.  This  would  give  them  a  precious  few 
minutes  off  if  they  didn’t  have  to  be  here 
with  us  today. 

And  I  am  very  grateful  to  them  not  only 
for  their  leadership  and  for  the  constructive 
nature  of  our  meetings  and  for  the  hospital¬ 
ity  that  they’ve  given  us  but  for  taking  this 
little  extra  bit  of  time  to  be  with  us  today. 
Because  we  owe  them  an  enormous  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  interest  that  they  have  taken 
in  this  school  from  the  day  it  was  con¬ 
ceived.  So,  let’s  show  them  our  apprecia¬ 
tion.  To  both  of  you,  Ruud  and  Hans,  thank 


you  very,  very,  very  much.  We  are  so  grate¬ 
ful  to  you. 

And  Dr.  Schoopert,  thank  you,  sir,  for  ar¬ 
ranging  this.  When  I  was  a  kid  I  never  liked 
to  do  anything  on  Saturday,  other  than  go 
outside  and  play  soccer  or  do  something 
like  that.  And  I  know  that  this  has  been  a 
strain  on  some  of  you  guys  in  the  front 
here,  having  to  stay  indoors,  just  as  it’s  a 
strain  on  Prime  Minister  Lubbers  who 
could  be  out  playing  hockey.  One  of  the 
great  athletes  of  The  Netherlands  is  teth¬ 
ered  here  in  the  sixth  row.  So,  I  will  be 
very  brief. 

And  I  will  simply  say  what  a  pleasure  it  is 
to  be  here.  Barbara,  who  was  privileged  to 
be  here,  and  you’ve  enshrined  her  visit 
with  that  cornerstone  out  there  in  the  front, 
polished  it  up  for  today,  I  think.  [ Laughter ] 
But  in  any  event,  she  has  been  telling  me 
ever  since  that  first  visit  how  much  she  ap¬ 
preciated  what  you  all  are  doing  and  were 
beginning  to  do  in  putting  together  this 
marvelous  institution  that  serves  so  many  in 
the  field  of  education.  I  believe  that  you’re 
all  very  fortunate  to  attend  a  school  of  this 
excellence,  and  I  hope  that  you’re  learning 
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here  not  only  the  wonders  of  the  United 
States  but  also  the  wonders  of  the  Dutch 
culture,  history.  Then  if  you  do  learn  that, 
you’ll  understand  why  Jim  Baker  and  I  feel 
as  enthusiastic  as  we  do  about  Dutch-U.S. 
relations.  They  could  never  be  better,  and 
we  are  grateful  every  single  day  not  only 
for  their  friendship  but  for  their  vision  of 
postwar  Europe  and  of  the  way  they  see 
the  future  from  here  on.  So,  we’re  very 
fortunate. 

And  a  point  I  want  to  make  is,  I  think  all 
of  you  are  very  fortunate.  I  know  that  some 
of  the  people  who  are  also  responsible  for 
building  this  school  are  here,  Mr.  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  there’s  no  way  I  could  possibly 
thank  you  enough  for  helping  provide  a 
world-class  education  to  many  children, 
many  generations  of  American  children  and 
other  kids  as  well. 

I  think  that  Americans  living  abroad  are 
the  everyday  example  to  people  around  the 
world  of  what  is  embodied  in  the  greatness 
of  our  country.  I  don’t  expect  any  of  you 
look  at  yourselves  as  ambassadors.  We’ve 
got  one.  We’ve  got  an  able  one  in  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Wilkins.  He’s  the  official  Ambassador. 
But  each  of  you  in  every  way  as  you  inter¬ 
act  with  your  Dutch  friends  are  ambassa¬ 
dors.  You’re  taking  the  message  of  what  our 
country  is  about.  So,  look  at  it  that  way 
when  you  make  new  friends  over  in  this 
wonderful  country. 

But  thanks  in  large  part  to  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  of  everyone  here,  I  have  the  feeling 
that  we  are  putting  forward  America’s  best 
face  here  in  this  country.  And  so,  I  wanted 
to  thank  you  kids,  as  well  as  the  parents,  as 
well  as  those  who  have  made  the  school 
possible. 

And  let  me  just  say,  as  I  told  the  Embassy 
people  in  here,  I  don’t  know  how  many  of 
you  are  studying  history  and  how  far  along 
you  are;  maybe  not  these  little  guys,  but 
some  out  there,  I’m  sure,  well-versed  in  his¬ 
tory,  including  American  history,  world  his¬ 
tory.  And  I  would  simply  say  to  you,  I  can’t 
think  of  a  more  challenging  time  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States  than  in  the 
last  few  years. 

The  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  this 
world  are  mind-boggling.  And  if  any  of  you 
who  are  now  seniors  had  been  told  in  your 
freshman  year  in  school,  wherever  that 


might  have  been,  that  the  Soviet  Union 
would  have  been  falling  apart,  that  you’d 
have  democracy  raging  through  South 
America,  and  that  freedom  would  be  on  the 
march  as  it  is,  I  don’t  believe  that  you  could 
have  believed  that.  I  don’t  think  your  par¬ 
ents  could  have  told  you  that  that  was  a 
realistic  assumption.  And  yet,  that’s  exactly 
what’s  happened.  And  now  we’re  faced 
with  a  new  challenge:  How  do  you  try  to 
assist  Prime  Minister  Lubbers  and  others  in 
managing  this  fantastic  change? 

But  all  I  want  to  say  about  it  is,  it’s  dy¬ 
namic.  It’s  for  real.  And  the  values  that 
your  forefathers  and  mine  took  for  granted 
or  adhered  to,  freedom,  democracy,  human 
rights,  these  things  are  now  on  fire  and 
moving  all  around  the  world. 

So,  it  is  a  wonderful  time  in  spite  of  the 
problems  we  face  at  home,  in  spite  of  the 
problems  that  face  young  people  in  all 
countries,  not  only  to  be  alive  but  to  be 
looking  to  the  future. 

And  so,  I  expect  out  here  that  someplace 
there  may  be  a  next  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  whatever  her  name  is — 
[laughter] — I  will  tell  you  that  Jim  Baker 
and  I  want  to  do  our  jobs  to  make  your  job 
just  a  little  bit  easier.  I  seldom  speak  confi¬ 
dently  on  behalf  of  Barbara,  but  in  this  in¬ 
stance  I  do.  We  are  both  thrilled  to  be  here, 
and  we  will  do  our  best  for  education  at 
home.  And  you  do  your  best  to  present 
America’s  best  side  to  the  people  of  this 
wonderful  country.  We’ll  make  a  deal  on 
that. 

And  thank  you,  and  once  again,  Mr. 
Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Foreign  Minister,  I 
can’t  tell  you  how  much  we  appreciate  your 
participation  in  this  celebratory  occasion. 
It’s  a  pleasure  to  be  with  you.  God  bless 
you,  and  may  God  bless  the  United  States  of 
America.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:25  p.m.  at 
the  American  School  of  The  Hague .  In  his 
remarks ,  the  President  referred  to  Gail 
Schoopert,  superintendent  of  the  school, 
and  Howard  C.  Wilkins,  Jr.,  U.S.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  The  Netherlands.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
these  remarks. 
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Nomination  of  Richard  B.  Stone  To  Be  United  States  Ambassador  to 

Denmark 

November  9,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Richard  B.  Stone,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Ambassador  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  Denmark.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Keith  Lapham  Brown. 

Senator  Stone  most  recently  served  as 
chief  operating  officer  for  Capital  Bank, 
N.A.,  in  Washington,  DC,  1989  to  present 
and  served  as  vice  chairman  and  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors,  1984  to  present. 
From  1983  to  1984,  he  served  as  Presiden¬ 
tial  Envoy  for  Central  American  Affairs  and 
Ambassador  at  Large  for  the  Department  of 
State  in  Washington,  DC.  He  was  vice 
chairman  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 


directors  for  Capital  Bank,  N.A.,  1982-1983; 
and  senior  resident  partner  and  attorney 
with  Proskauer,  Rose,  Goets  and  Mendel¬ 
sohn,  1981-1982.  From  1975  to  1980,  Sena¬ 
tor  Stone  was  a  U.S.  Senator  from  Florida. 
He  has  served  as  Secretary  of  State  for  Flor¬ 
ida,  1970-1974;  and  a  State  senator  from 
Dade  County,  FL,  1967-1970.  In  addition, 
he  was  Miami  City  Attorney  for  the  City 
Attorney’s  Office  in  Miami,  FL,  1966-1967. 

Senator  Stone  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  (A.B.,  1949)  and  Columbia  Universi¬ 
ty  (LL.B.,  1954).  He  was  born  September 
22,  1928,  in  New  York,  NY.  He  is  married, 
has  three  children,  and  currently  resides  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Remarks  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier 
November  11,  1991 


Thank  you  all.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Secretary, 
and  thank  all  of  you.  To  Secretary  Garrett 
and  General  Powell,  members  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs,  ranking  enlisted  persons  with  us 
here  today,  Members  of  Congress,  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Streeter,  and  of  course,  Mr.  McCoy, 
fellow  veterans  and  citizens. 

On  this  cold  autumn  day,  in  this  hallowed 
place  of  honor,  we  gather  to  convey  our 
Nation’s  gratitude  for  those  who  risked 
their  lives  for  the  land,  the  people,  and  the 
ideals  they  loved.  At  the  11th  hour  of  the 
11th  day  of  the  11th  month  of  1918,  the 
guns  fell  silent  and  the  First  World  War 
drew  to  an  end.  Ever  since,  Americans  have 
set  aside  November  11th  to  honor  our  vet¬ 
erans,  whose  footsteps  set  the  pace  of  free¬ 
dom’s  march. 

From  our  fiery  birth  in  1776  to  freedom’s 
latest  triumphs  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  veterans  have  always  answered  the  call 
and  given  their  all  whenever  tyrants  and 
despots  imperiled  freedom  and  democracy. 
They  called  World  War  I  the  war  to  end  all 
wars,  but  that  was  not  to  be.  The  Earth  was 


engulfed  a  second  time  and  Americans  of 
my  generation  rose  up  again  to  defend 
their  homeland  and  liberate  two  continents. 
Fifty  years  later  the  memorial  to  World 
War  II  veterans  is  all  around  us,  an  America 
strong  and  proud,  her  proud  example  light¬ 
ing  the  way  to  liberty. 

And  yet  even  with  that  war’s  end,  free¬ 
dom’s  work  was  not  complete.  First  in 
Korea  and  then  in  Vietnam,  two  more  gen¬ 
erations  of  Americans  responded  with  de¬ 
termination  and  vigor.  And  today,  on  this 
Veterans  Day,  we  owe  a  special  debt  to  the 
men  and  women  of  Desert  Storm.  They 
went  proudly,  willingly  on  a  mission  of  high 
principle  and  noble  purpose:  to  defeat  ag¬ 
gression  and  defend  freedom.  They  freed  a 
captive  nation  and  set  America  free  by  re¬ 
newing  our  faith  in  ourselves. 

And  in  this  victory,  America  rallied 
behind  those  who  served  in  Desert  Storm. 
And  in  a  wonderful  way,  they  rallied 
behind  those  who  so  proudly  served  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  It  was  long  overdue,  and  it  was  good 
for  the  Nation’s  soul. 
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America  holds  a  special  place  in  history. 
As  we  preserved  and  strengthened  our  own 
democracy,  we’ve  sought  to  extend  the 
blessings  of  liberty  throughout  the  world. 
The  ideals  on  which  this  great  Nation  was 
founded  have  taken  root  in  new  and  fertile 
lands. 

In  the  Western  Hemisphere,  98  percent 
of  the  people  now  live  in  democracies.  In 
Africa,  people  line  up  to  vote  as  one-man 
states  collapse.  Europeans,  East  and  West, 
unite  in  ways  never  thought  possible.  Age- 
old  enemies  of  the  Middle  East  finally  sit 
face  to  face  to  seek  an  end  to  their  bitter 
strife.  The  Soviet  Union  strives  to  throw  off 
the  dead  hand  of  communism.  And  the 
time  is  coming  when  those  last  few  totali¬ 
tarian  states  will  fade  into  historical  oblivi¬ 
on. 

The  United  States  will  always  be  a  force 
for  peace  in  the  world.  But  the  peace  we 
seek  is  a  real  peace,  the  triumph  of  free¬ 
dom,  and  prosperity,  not  merely  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  war.  We  can  never  know  which 
war  will  be  the  last.  But  we  take  as  our 
hope  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  that  “nation 
shall  not  lift  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  anymore.”  And  yes,  we 
hope,  we  pray  that  as  the  years  progress, 
the  face  of  war  will  recede  into  our  distant 
memory.  But  the  memory  of  our  veterans 
and  their  sacrifice  will  never  fade. 

President  Coolidge  said  long  ago,  “The 
nation  which  forgets  its  defenders  will  itself 
be  forgotten.”  We  will  not  forget.  America 
will  not  forget.  We  will  not  forget  those 
who  died.  We  will  not  forget  those  who  do 
the  hard  work  of  freedom  every  day.  And 
we  will  never  forget  the  POW’s  and  the 
MIA’s  yet  to  be  accounted  for. 

A  year  from  now,  100  years  from  now, 
citizens  will  come  here  on  November  11th 


to  remember.  And  yet  we  cannot  confine 
our  obligation  to  a  single  day.  We  must 
always  remember  the  importance  of  pre¬ 
paredness  and  the  high  cost  of  liberty. 

For  more  than  50  years,  24  hours  a  day,  a 
lone  sentinel  has  kept  a  silent  vigil  aside  the 
Tomb  of  the  Unknowns.  And  recently,  one 
of  the  outstanding  men  who  guard  the 
tomb  was  asked  what  is  it  like  here  at  night, 
alone,  in  the  quiet  of  this  place.  And  he  said 
he  felt  a  kinship  to  the  men  resting  here; 
that  this  was  where  he  wanted  to  be,  here 
to  honor  his  comrades  and  all  they  repre¬ 
sent.  “Sometimes,”  this  young  PFC  said, 
“The  rain  streaks  in  your  eyes  or  your  fin¬ 
gers  go  numb  from  cold,  but  then  I  think 
about  what  they  suffered  through.  And 
after  that  my  duty  doesn’t  seem  hard  at 
all.” 

There’s  a  poem  the  honor  guards  learn 
that  says  it  all:  “You  are  guarding  the 
world’s  most  precious  gifts.  You,  you  alone, 
are  the  symbol  of  250  million  people  who 
wish  to  show  their  gratitude.  And  you  will 
march  through  the  rain,  the  snow,  and  the 
heat  to  prove  it.” 

To  the  men  and  women  of  our  Armed 
Forces  and  to  all  our  veterans,  know  that 
you  have  your  country’s  gratitude  on  Veter¬ 
ans  Day  and  every  day  of  the  year.  And 
may  God  bless  America  and  the  veterans 
who  keep  her  free.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:36  a.m.  at  a 
wreath-laying  ceremony  in  Arlington  Na¬ 
tional  Cemetery .  In  his  remarks,  he  referred 
to  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Edward  J. 
Derwinski;  Maj.  Gen.  William  F.  Streeter, 
Commanding  General,  US.  Army  Military 
District  of  Washington;  and  Victor  S. 
McCoy,  Sr.,  national  president  of  the  Para¬ 
lyzed  Veterans  of  America. 
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Remarks  at  the  Swearing-In  Ceremony  for  Robert  Gates  as  Director 
of  Central  Intelligence 
November  12,  1991 


Thank  you,  Dick  Kerr,  not  only  for  pre¬ 
senting  me  here  today  but  for  the  job 
you’ve  been  doing  as  the  Acting  Director 
here.  You’ve  been  exemplary  of  the  finest 
in  public  service,  and  were  grateful  to  you. 

As  I  look  around  this  room  wondering 
who’s  minding  the  store  at  the  White  House 
or  up  on  Capitol  Hill  or  at  the  Pentagon,  it’s 
indeed  a  tribute  to  Bob  Gates  that  so  many 
of  his  colleagues  are  here  to  witness  this 
event,  colleagues  from  inside  the  intelli¬ 
gence  community  and  outside  the  intelli¬ 
gence  community.  And  of  course,  I  would 
single  out  the  Vice  President,  members  of 
the  President’s  Cabinet,  General  Powell, 
General  Scowcroft,  and  so  many  of  us  that 
have  worked  hand-in-hand  with  Bob  over 
the  last  few  years. 

I  see  some  of  my  predecessors  here,  DCI, 
and  successors.  And  indeed,  this  is  a  special 
occasion.  And  to  Justice  O’Connor,  we  are 
very  grateful  to  you  for  being  here  to  do 
the  honors  today.  And  once  again,  I  want  to 
single  out  the  Members  of  Congress  that 
are  here  from  the  oversight  committees, 
from  the  leadership,  and  from  the  other 
relevant  committees  that  this  fantastic 
Agency  deals  with. 

Every  time  I  come  out  here  I  still  have  a 
sense  of  homecoming.  Today  I  think  of  that 
January  day  in  76  when  President  Ford 
stood  here  as  I  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
DCI,  admittedly  for  a  very  short  period  of 
time.  But  I  treasure  having  had  that  one 
year  here,  getting  to  know  the  people  and 
the  institution. 

This  was  without  question,  if  not  “the,” 
certainly  one  of  the  most  rewarding  years 
of  my  entire  long  life.  Let  me  just  say  to 
the  professionals  here,  the  CIA  properly 
still  has  a  mystique  about  it.  And  I  still  get 
asked,  “What  was  so  special  for  you  about 
your  privilege  of  being  the  DCI  there?”  I 
still  say  it’s  the  people  here,  the  dedicated, 
selfless  men  and  women  who  serve  their 
country,  not  seeking  recognition  or  honors. 
They  are  true  patriots.  And  we’re  grateful 
to  each  and  every  one  of  you. 


Today  does  mark  an  historic  transition. 
We  express  the  Nation’s  thanks  for  the  de¬ 
voted  service  of  former  Director  Bill  Web¬ 
ster,  who  is  with  us  today,  and  of  course, 
too,  as  I  mentioned,  Dick  Kerr.  We  wel¬ 
come  then  Bob  Gates,  a  new  Director  from 
a  new  generation,  a  generation  moving  into 
leadership  without  the  familiar  strategic 
backdrop  of  the  cold  war. 

He’s  no  stranger  here.  He  spent  his  entire 
career,  a  quarter  of  a  century,  as  an  intelli¬ 
gence  professional.  He’s  a  keen  analyst,  and 
he’s  an  independent  thinker.  He  stood  by 
my  side  and  gave  me  wise  counsel  during 
the  Panama  crisis  and  Desert  Storm  and 
then  the  drama  of  August  in  Moscow.  And 
he  has  my  deepest  trust. 

Under  your  new  leader,  you  men  and 
women  of  the  CIA  face  as  challenging  a 
mission  as  you’ve  ever  had.  You  must 
change  the  American  intelligence  commu¬ 
nity  as  rapidly  and  as  profoundly  as  the 
world  itself  has  changed.  Up  until  now,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  our  intelligence  re¬ 
sources  has  been  devoted  to  monitoring  the 
threat  posed  by  a  secretive  adversary,  obvi¬ 
ously,  the  Soviet  empire.  The  collapse  of 
the  Warsaw  Pact  and  of  Soviet  communism 
allows  us  to  make  different  use  of  some  of 
the  assets  that  we  once  needed  to  penetrate 
Soviet  and  East  European  security. 

Make  no  mistake:  We  will  not  let  our 
guard  down.  We’re  not  about  to  dismantle 
the  capabilities  that  we’ve  worked  so  hard 
to  rebuild,  but  we  must  adapt  them  to  new 
realities.  The  intelligence  community’s  new 
challenge  under  Bob  Gates’s  leadership  is  to 
move  beyond  the  cold  war  to  the  complex 
problems  of  the  21st  century.  Our  world 
without  the  cold  war  confrontation  is  a  safer 
world,  but  it  is  no  Garden  of  Eden.  This  is 
not  the  end  of  history.  Men  and  nations  still 
have  their  propensities  for  violence  and  for 
greed  and  for  deceit.  Therefore,  we  must 
work  as  vigilantly  as  possible  for  better 
world  conditions  and  structures  for  peace. 

We  need  a  strong  intelligence  community 
to  consolidate  and  extend  freedom’s  gains 
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against  totalitarianism.  We  need  intelli¬ 
gence  to  verify  historic  arms  reduction  ac¬ 
cords.  We  need  it  to  suppress  terrorism  and 
drug  trafficking.  And  we  must  have  intelli¬ 
gence  to  thwart  anyone  who  tries  to  steal 
our  technology  or  otherwise  refuses  to  play 
by  fair  economic  rules.  We  must  have  vigor¬ 
ous  intelligence  capabilities  if  were  to  stop 
the  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  de¬ 
struction.  And  so,  this  is  truly  a  life-or-death 
mission. 

In  sum,  intelligence  remains  our  basic  na¬ 
tional  instrument  for  anticipating  danger, 
military,  political,  and  economic.  Intelli¬ 
gence  is  and  always  will  be  our  first  line  of 
defense,  enabling  us  to  ward  off  emerging 
threats  whenever  possible  before  any 
damage  is  done.  It  can  also  be  a  means  of 
anticipating  opportunities. 

As  you  work  to  transform  the  intelligence 
community  to  face  our  new  era,  I  pledge  to 
do  all  that  I  possibly  can  to  keep  American 
intelligence  strong.  Under  Bob  Gates’s  di¬ 
rection,  we  will  dramatically  expand  our 
human  intelligence  collection  efforts.  We 
will  give  our  officers  and  analysts  the  very 
finest  in  support  technology.  We  will  show 
no  tolerance  for  those  who  leak  secrets  that 


protect  our  intelligence  professionals’  lives. 

As  the  CIA’s  Deputy  Director  during  the 
eighties,  Bob  Gates  was  an  innovative 
leader  who  deserves  much  of  the  credit  for 
putting  strength  and  pride  back  into  Ameri¬ 
can  intelligence.  He’s  a  man  of  skill.  He  is  a 
man  of  integrity.  He’ll  be  a  very  strong  and 
effective  manager  here.  Now,  I  am  looking 
to  him  and  to  each  and  every  one  of  you 
who  have  given  your  lives  to  American  in¬ 
telligence  to  commit  yourselves  anew  to  the 
excellence  that  always  has  been  the  hall¬ 
mark  of  our  intelligence  community. 

I  can  certify  to  the  American  people  with 
total  confidence  that  we  have  the  finest  in¬ 
telligence  capability  in  the  world.  And 
we’re  going  to  strengthen  it,  and  we’re 
going  to  see  that  we  continue  to  have  this 
as  a  guardian  of  the  peace. 

I’m  grateful  to  each  and  every  one  of  you 
that  serve  here;  gives  me  a  chance  to  say 
thank  you.  And  I’m  especially  proud  to  be 
at  the  side  of  Bob  Gates  as  he  takes  the 
oath  of  office  as  DCI.  May  God  bless  you 
all,  and  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:11  a.m.  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  in  Langley,  VA. 


Notice  of  the  Continuation  of  the  National  Emergency  With 
Respect  to  Iran 
November  12,  1991 


On  November  14,  1979,  by  Executive 
Order  No.  12170,  the  President  declared  a 
national  emergency  to  deal  with  the  threat 
to  the  national  security,  foreign  policy,  and 
economy  of  the  United  States  constituted 
by  the  situation  in  Iran.  Notices  of  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  this  national  emergency  have 
been  transmitted  annually  by  the  President 
to  the  Congress  and  the  Federal  Register , 
most  recently  on  November  9,  1990.  Be¬ 
cause  our  relations  with  Iran  have  not  yet 
returned  to  normal,  and  the  process  of  im¬ 
plementing  the  January  19,  1981,  agree¬ 
ments  with  Iran  is  still  underway,  the  na¬ 
tional  emergency  declared  on  November 
14,  1979,  must  continue  in  effect  beyond 


November  14,  1991.  Therefore,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  section  202(d)  of  the  National 
Emergencies  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1622(d)),  I  am 
continuing  the  national  emergency  with  re¬ 
spect  to  Iran.  This  notice  shall  be  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  and  transmitted  to 
the  Congress. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  12,  1991. 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  11:51  a.m.,  November  12,  1991] 

Note:  This  notice  was  published  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  on  November  13. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  on  the  Continuation  of  the  National 
Emergency  With  Respect  to  Iran 
November  12,  1991 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Section  202(d)  of  the  National  Emergen¬ 
cies  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1622(d))  provides  for  the 
automatic  termination  of  a  national  emer¬ 
gency  unless,  prior  to  the  anniversary  date 
of  its  declaration,  the  President  publishes  in 
the  Federal  Register  and  transmits  to  the 
Congress  a  notice  stating  that  the  emergen¬ 
cy  is  to  continue  in  effect  beyond  the  anni¬ 
versary  date.  In  accordance  with  this  provi¬ 
sion,  I  have  sent  the  enclosed  notice,  stating 
that  the  Iran  emergency  is  to  continue  in 
effect  beyond  November  14,  1991,  to  the 
Federal  Register  for  publication.  Similar  no¬ 
tices  have  been  sent  annually  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  Federal  Register  since  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1980,  most  recently  on  November  9, 
1990. 

The  crisis  between  the  United  States  and 


Iran  that  began  in  1979  has  not  been  fully 
resolved.  The  international  tribunal  estab¬ 
lished  to  adjudicate  claims  of  U.S.  nationals 
against  Iran  and  of  Iranian  nationals  against 
the  United  States  continues  to  function,  and 
normalization  of  commercial  and  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Iran  has  not  been  achieved.  In  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  have  determined  that  it  is 
necessary  to  maintain  in  force  the  broad 
authorities  that  may  be  needed  in  the  proc¬ 
ess  of  implementing  the  January  1981 
agreements  with  Iran  and  in  the  eventual 
normalization  of  relations  with  that  country. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  12,  1991. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Veterans’  Compensation  Rate 
Amendments  of  1991 

November  12,  1991 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  sign  into  law 
H.R.  1046,  the  “Veterans’  Compensation 
Rate  Amendments  of  1991.” 

Our  Nation  provides  compensation  and 
other  monetary  benefits  to  service-disabled 
veterans  and  Dependency  and  Indemnity 
Compensation  (DIC)  benefits  to  the  survi¬ 
vors  of  those  who  died  as  a  result  of  military 
service  to  our  country. 

H.R.  1046  provides  a  3.7  percent  increase 
in  compensation  and  DIC  benefits  effective 
December  1,  1991.  Nearly  2.2  million 
Armed  Forces  veterans  and  their  depend¬ 
ents  will  benefit  from  the  3.7  percent  in¬ 
crease  in  compensation  benefits.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  same  increase  will  be  provided  to 
the  277,000  surviving  spouses  and  37,000 
children  who  receive  DIC  benefits. 

As  a  Nation,  we  are  ever  mindful  of  the 


special  debt  that  we  owe  those  veterans 
who  unselfishly  gave  of  themselves  to  assure 
the  continued  safety  and  greatness  of  this 
country.  The  freedoms  and  liberty  that  we 
enjoy  as  citizens  of  this  country  depend  on 
the  men  and  women  in  our  Armed  Forces. 
The  measure  that  I  sign  today  bears  witness 
to  our  gratitude  and  continued  commit¬ 
ment  to  those  who  served  our  country.  It 
demonstrates  that  the  American  people  will 
not  forget  the  valuable  contribution  that 
our  veterans  made  to  this  Nation. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  12,  1991. 

Note :  H.R.  1046 ,  approved  November  12, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-152. 
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Remarks  at  a  Bush-Quayle  Fundraising  Luncheon  in  New  York  City 
November  12,  1991 


Lou,  thank  you  very  much.  My  heavens, 
what  a  wonderful  job  you’ve  done  and 
these  chairmen  have  done  on  this  dinner. 
To  paraphrase  John  F.  Kennedy,  I’m 
touched  at  this  warm  reception  but  not  half 
as  touched  as  all  of  you  have  been.  [Laugh¬ 
ter} 

I’ll  tell  you,  this  is  a  wonderful,  wonderful 
sendoff  for  us,  and  I  am  very  grateful  to 
you.  I  want  to  salute  Rabbi  Balkany  and  the 
Harlem  Boys  Choir,  favorites  of  Barbara’s 
and  mine.  They’ve  been  to  the  White 
House  at  least  a  couple  of  times  since  we’ve 
been  honored  to  live  there. 

Let  me  just  say  about  our  Senator,  A1 
D’Amato,  we  got  some  priorities  coming  up 
in  1992,  but  I  think  it  is  absolutely  essential 
and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  priority  to 
see  this  good  man  for  New  York  elected 
back  to  the  Senate.  And  I  really  believe  in 
him. 

I  want  to  thank  our  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Bob  Mosbacher,  and  today,  especial¬ 
ly,  Georgette.  You  heard  Lou  singing  her 
praises  for  the  job  she  did.  I  want  to  thank  a 
couple  of  other  veterans  at  the  table  here — 
Wayne  Calloway  and,  of  course,  Joy  Silver- 
man;  Bill  Powers,  the  driving  force  behind 
the  New  York  GOP,  our  new  State  chair¬ 
man  in  here.  And  again,  I’ll  be  in  trouble  if 
I  go  further.  But  I  really  think — I  want  to 
thank  all  of  you  for  this  strong  support. 

Let  me  also  say  about  the  elections  that 
took  place  on  the  5th:  it  was  a  great  day  for 
the  New  York  GOP  and  a  great  day  across 
the  river  as  the  New  Jersey  Legislature 
went  clean  sweep  for  the  Republican  Party. 
We  picked  up  seats  in  both  areas,  both 
States  that  nobody  dreamed  we  would  win. 

I  want  to  especially  welcome  the  leaders, 
now,  of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  Hay- 
taian  and  DiFrancesco,  who  are  both  here,  I 
think.  Anyway,  if  they  are,  please  stand  up. 
Right  over  here.  These  two  guys  are  going 
to  be  running  the  State  legislature  now,  one 
in  the  senate  and  one  in  the  house. 

Some  may  have  forgotten  in  the  wishful 
thinking  of  the  political  coverage  on  the 
part  of  the  Democrats,  but  Jim  Florio,  the 


Governor  of  New  Jersey,  said,  “The  New 
Jersey  election  is  a  referendum  on  the  Bush 
administration.”  So  be  it.  We’ll  stand  by 
that  one.  We’re  all  for  it,  and  thank  you  for 
what  you  guys  did. 

And  finally,  let  me  mention  the  other 
name  here,  Dan  Quayle,  back  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  doing  a  superb  job  trying  to  cut  back 
these  regulations  and  on  the  Competitive¬ 
ness  Council.  He’s  served  our  country  well 
as  an  advocate  for  economic  growth,  for 
sound  foreign  policy,  as  an  ambassador  for 
our  interests  abroad,  traveling  to  these  vari¬ 
ous  countries  and  doing  a  first-class  job.  And 
he’s  even  squared  off  with  the  American 
Bar  Association.  Quayle  21,  lawyers  0. 
[Laughter] 

I  feel  blessed,  and  I  really  mean  this,  and 
I  think  Lou  and  Wayne  and  others  who 
have  been  to  the  White  House  know  how  I 
feel.  I  really  am  privileged  to  be  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  to  serve  this  country  at  this  terribly 
exciting  moment  in  history,  a  moment 
when  America  and  the  ideals  that  we  stand 
for  has  celebrated  a  string  of  successes 
around  the  world.  And  in  the  world  beyond 
our  shores  we  have  grown  accustomed  to 
the  dizzying  pace  of  change. 

And  yet,  here  at  home,  and  A1  touched 
on  it,  we  do  have  a  Congress  that,  in  my 
view — and  I  think  it’s  confirmed  over¬ 
whelmingly  by  the  surveys  of  the  American 
people — we  have  a  Congress  that  is  out  of 
step  with  the  times  and  out  of  touch  with 
the  heartbeat  of  the  American  people. 
They’re  pushing  the  same  old,  tired  liberal 
agenda  to  a  country  that  is  hungry  now  to 
build  on  what  we’ve  done  abroad  and  bring 
that  to  success  here  at  home. 

And  this  fall,  the  American  people  have 
seen  Congress  up  close,  and  they’ve  seen 
their  inability  to  move  when  Americans 
demand  action.  They’ve  seen  this  endless 
appetite  for  sideshows  that  have  really  kind 
of  embarrassed  our  country  here  and 
abroad.  They’ve  seen  the  overindulgence  in 
perks  and  privileges.  And  they’ve  seen, 
quote,  their  tax  dollars  at  work.  And  I’ve 
got  the  feeling  that  when  it  comes  to  the 


1440 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Nov.  12 


Congress,  the  American  people  aren’t  feel- 
ing  very  kind  and  gentle. 

And  it  shouldn’t  surprise  anyone  that  the 
liberals  that  control  the  Congress— and 
thank  God  we  have  people  like  A1  fighting 
for  our  values  every  day  in  that  body— -tell 
an  entirely  different  story.  They  claim  they 
can’t  act  because  we  don’t  have  an  agenda. 
And  you  don’t  hear  much  about  their 
agenda.  The  agenda  of  that  liberal  leader¬ 
ship  is  simply  this:  Take  whatever  legisla¬ 
tion  the  President  sends  up  to  the  Hill  and 
knock  it  down,  bury  it  in  some  obscure  sub¬ 
committee,  and  swear  they  never  even  saw 
it. 

This  country  needs  an  energy  bill.  We  are 
too  dependent  on  foreign  oil  for  our  own 
interests.  We’ve  got  a  good  energy  bill,  and 
they  won’t  even  let  it  be  debated  in  both 
Houses  of  the  United  States  Congress.  This 
is  what  we’re  up  against. 

And  I  know  it’s  a  two-way  street,  and  I 
hope  the  American  people  understand  that 
I  have  tried  to  hold  out  my  hand  and  work 
with  the  Congress,  sometimes  to  the  con¬ 
sternation  of  some  of  the  Republicans  in  the 
House  and  the  Senate.  But  I’ve  tried  to 
work  with  the  Congress.  I’ve  extended  the 
hand  and  said,  "Let’s  try  to  do  something 
for  this  country.  Reach  out.  Deal  in  good 
faith.” 

And  now  the  political  season  is  upon  us. 
The  politics  of  ’92  are  just  across  the  hori¬ 
zon  here,  and  the  rhetoric  is  heating  up. 
But  people  are  hurting  in  this  country  and 
Government,  where  it  can  and  where  it  can 
do  it  correctly,  should  try  to  help  these 
people.  And  so  I  am  going  to  keep  on 
trying  to  work  with  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress  and  put  the  politics  aside  wherever 
possible  because  the  country’s  business  has 
to  come  first.  But  I  am  not  going  to  be  the 
javelin  catcher  for  the  liberals  that  run  the 
Congress  anymore.  We’re  going  to  fight 
them  when  we  have  fundamental  issues  at 
stake. 

It’s  not  as  if  we  haven’t  had  some  success¬ 
es,  and  thanks  to  A1  and  his  colleagues  on 
our  side  of  the  aisle  working  cooperatively 
with  the  Democrats,  we’ve  had  some.  We 
can  be  proud  of  the  Clean  Air  Amendments 
which  for  the  first  time  enlist  market  mech¬ 
anisms  in  service  to  our  precious  environ¬ 
ment. 


We  should  champion  our  child  care  bill. 
The  other  side  wanted  to  warehouse  our 
kids  in  a  brave  new  child  care  mandated 
Federal  bureaucracy.  Their  answer:  let 
some  subcommittee  chairman  that’s  been 
there  30  years  tell  the  mothers  and  fathers 
of  this  country  what  kind  of  child  care  they 
should  have,  what  kind  of  child  care  they 
shouldn’t  have.  And  we  put,  instead, 
through  hard  negotiation  passed  a  bill  that 
puts  choice  in  the  hands  of  the  parents  and 
keeps  those  kids  as  close  to  the  family  as 
possible.  And  it’s  good  legislation. 

And  yes,  we  should  celebrate  landmark 
civil  rights  legislation  like  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act,  a  covenant  to  bring 
this  country’s  43  million  disabled  citizens 
into  the  American  mainstream.  And  I’m 
proud  of  our  administration’s  role,  and  our 
Republican  Senators’  role  in  passing  this  im¬ 
portant  legislation. 

And  now,  on  the  other  civil  rights  bill,  I 
said,  "Look,  I  want  a  civil  rights  bill.  I  do 
not  want  a  quota  bill.”  And  we  stayed  with 
it.  They  thought  they  were  going  to  ram 
the  political  decision  down  against  me  with 
the  American  people.  I  vetoed  a  bad  bill. 
And  now  we  have  a  civil  rights  bill  that  is 
good,  that  works  against  discrimination  in 
the  workplace,  but  is  not  a  quota  bill.  And 
that’s  what  you  have  to  do.  You’ve  got  t< 
beat  down  bad  legislation  before  you  cai 
get  good  legislation.  And  I’m  going  to  sign 
that  bill,  incidentally.  I  will  be  signing  that 
civil  rights  bill  enthusiastically  and  very, 
very  soon. 

These  successes,  and  I  think  they  are  suc¬ 
cesses,  cannot  obscure  the  fact  that  the  rest 
of  our  agenda  is  still  stuck  in  the  maze, 
mugged  by  party  leadership  locked  into  the 
tired,  old  liberal  mind-set  and  determined 
to  try  to  go  one-up  politically. 

Let  me  just  mention  our  transportation 
bill.  We’ve  got  a  good  Secretary  of  Trans¬ 
portation,  as  Bob  Mosbacher  knows,  Sam 
Skinner.  It’s  a  job-intensive  bill  that  puts 
Americans  to  work  improving  our  infra¬ 
structure,  our  roads.  And  I  challenged  Con¬ 
gress  to  pass  that  bill  along  with  our  com¬ 
prehensive  crime  package  in  100  days.  That 
was  back  in  March.  The  100  days  came  and 
went  in  June,  and  now  it  looks  like  we 
won’t  see  either  one  until  January. 
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The  American  people  deserve  better  than 
that.  They’re  crying  out  for  tough  anti¬ 
crime  legislation  that  protects  the  police¬ 
men  out  there  and  has  a  little  less  sympathy 
for  the  criminals  themselves. 

But  the  liberal  leadership  that  control 
Congress  don’t  want  to  act  unless  it’s  to 
expand  the  powers  of  the  Government  so 
that  some  subcommittee  chairman  or  some 
staffer  in  that  vast  bureaucracy  lays  down 
another  mandate  on  the  American  people 
and  thus  renders  our  businesses  far  less 
competitive  all  around  the  world. 

Capitol  Hill  lives  in  a  loophole  of  its  own 
making.  Time  after  time  Congress  exempts 
itself  from  the  laws  that  others  have  to 
abide  by.  With  all  those  righteous  state¬ 
ments  by  the  Senators  beating  up  on  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas,  you  wouldn’t  know,  this  is 
the  fact,  that  Congress  had  exempted  itself 
from  the  sexual  harassment  remedies  that 
apply  to  private  employers.  And  that’s  just 
one  of  more  than  a  dozen  laws  that  Con¬ 
gress  does  not  apply  to  itself. 

The  American  people  aren’t  dumb.  They 
may  not  know  those  facts,  but  they  sense 
there’s  something  wrong.  And  I  think  the 
time  has  come  for  those  who  make  the  laws 
to  live  by  those  same  laws. 

If  the  Democrats  who  control  the  Con¬ 
gress  don’t  heed  the  will  of  the  people,  the 
people  may  just  do  a  little  legislating  of 
their  own.  That’s  what  these  term  limits  are 
about  all  across  the  country.  That’s  why  you 
see  enthusiasm  for  term  limits  all  across  the 
country.  People  sense  there’s  something 
wrong  in  the  United  States  Congress.  And 
they’re  tired  of  double  standards,  double 
talk.  They  want  action.  They  want  action  to 
get  this  economy  growing  again.  But  they 
don’t  want  phony  action.  They  don’t  want  a 
fix  put  on  there  by  pledging  some  euphoric 
tax  cut  that  may  or  may  not  have  an  effect 
on  the  economy  and  definitely  could  have 
an  adverse  effect  on  a  deficit  that  is  far  too 
large. 

And  right  now  the  signals  are  mixed.  Yes, 
we  had  growth  in  the  third  quarter,  not 
near  as  vigorous  as  anybody  in  this  room  or 
certainly  standing  at  this  podium  would 
like.  Inflation  numbers,  thank  heavens,  are 
good  because  high  inflation  is  that  stealth 
tax  that  hits  every  American  right  in  the 
pocketbook.  We’re  getting  those  fundamen¬ 


tals  moving  in  the  right  direction.  The  in¬ 
terest  rates  are  at  a  good  low  now  com¬ 
pared  to  recent  history.  And  I’m  convinced 
we’ll  soon  see  these  low  rates  kick  in  and 
boost  this  sagging  consumer  confidence. 

I  was  talking  to  some  businessmen  earlier, 
and  I’d  frankly  like  to  see  the  credit  card 
rates  down.  I  believe  that  would  help  stimu¬ 
late  the  consumer  and  get  consumer  confi¬ 
dence  moving  again.  But  people  are  hurt¬ 
ing.  And  they’re  hurting  here  in  New  York, 
and  they’re  hurting  across  this  country,  and 
families  trying  to  make  ends  meet,  proud 
Americans  trying  to  keep  their  dignity 
when  they  lost  their  jobs.  And  I  don’t  know 
any  American  who  sees  this  happening  who 
is  so  callous  that  he  cannot  feel  or  she 
cannot  feel  a  tug  in  her  heart,  who  doesn’t 
want  to  reach  out  actually  and  hold  out  a 
hand  and  try  to  help  these  people. 

But  the  opposition  sees  this  as  a  question 
of  lost  jobs.  And  the  solution  then  comes  in 
the  form  of  a  check.  And  we  see  it  another 
way:  As  a  matter  of  lost  opportunity,  as  a 
chance  to  recapture  dignity  in  the  form  of  a 
paycheck.  In  short,  we  see  the  answer  to 
unemployment  as  economic  growth.  As  Lou 
would  say,  making  the  pie  bigger  so  more 
and  more  people  can  participate. 

Three  times  in  three  years  I’ve  called  on 
the  United  States  Congress  to  enact  eco¬ 
nomic  measures  that  I  believe  are  sound, 
that  would  not  exacerbate  a  deficit  that  is 
already  too  high,  and  that  would  help  eco¬ 
nomic  growth. 

Three  times  in  three  years  the  leadership 
up  on  the  Hill  sent  those  initiatives  into  a 
liberal  limbo  up  there.  Tort  reform  is  a 
good  example,  placing  reasonable  limits  on 
some  of  these  outrageous  awards.  These 
outrageous  awards  are  rendering  us  non¬ 
competitive  in  many  ways. 

New  initiatives  to  increase  savings  and  in¬ 
vestment;  IRA’s  that  are  tailored  to  boost 
home  ownership  and  give  the  housing  in¬ 
dustry  a  needed  boost;  enterprise  zones  to 
spawn  a  new  generation  of  urban  entrepre¬ 
neurs.  Over  and  over  again,  I’ve  sent  those 
requests  to  the  United  States  Congress.  And 
yes,  a  capital  gains  tax  cut  which  I  believe, 
if  it  could  be  done  without  getting  a  lot  of 
baggage  on  it  coming  out  of  the  Congress, 
would  unleash  investment  and  get  our 
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economy  moving  again. 

Two  years  ago,  in  November  of  1989,  we 
came  close  on  capital  gains.  A  majority  in 
both  the  Senate  and  the  House  passed  a 
package  containing  a  capital  gains  tax  cut. 
And  it  took  a  last-minute  political  maneuver 
by  Senator  Mitchell,  the  Democratic  leader 
of  the  Senate,  to  block  the  passage.  And  he 
got  that  political  victory,  and  8  months  later 
our  economy  slipped  into  a  recession  that 
we  all  have  been  worried  about. 

I’ll  make  a  deal  with  the  Democrats:  You 
give  me  the  political  rhetoric,  you  give  me 
the  political  heat  that  you  think  comes  from 
labeling  the  capital  gains  cut  as  a  tax  that 
benefits  only  the  rich,  and  I’ll  bear  that 
political  burden.  But  give  the  economy  a 
chance  to  see  what  would  happen  if  we 
passed  the  capital  gains  reduction,  because  I 
believe  it  would  help  put  us  back  to  work. 
It’s  not  an  instant  fix.  It  would  help.  It 
would  stimulate  growth.  I  think  it  would 
generate  more  jobs,  short  run  at  least,  and 
the  Treasury  thinks  long  run  it  would  gen¬ 
erate  income  and  ultimately  bring  in  more 
tax  revenue  than  it  costs.  But  the  leadership 
up  in  the  Congress  is  making  it  extraordi¬ 
narily  difficult  not  just  to  do  this  one  but 
any  of  these  initiatives  that  Fve  told  you 
about. 

Lou  and  I  were  talking  about  another 
thing  here  at  lunch — and  Wayne 
Calloway — we  were  talking  about  the  link 
between  domestic  and  foreign  policy.  Look 
at  the  way  the  liberals  talk  about  foreign 
policy.  Since  I  took  the  oath  of  office,  the 
Nation  has  been  called  on  to  meet  one  chal¬ 
lenge  after  another.  It’s  been  an  exciting 
time  of  change  in  the  world  from  Eastern 
Europe  to  Panama  and  to,  yes,  what  A1  was 
talking  about,  to  the  Persian  Gulf. 

And  each  time,  America  answered  the 
call.  Each  time,  America  advanced  the 
cause  of  freedom.  Because  we  did,  America 
stands  today  as  the  world’s  preeminent 
power:  Economic,  political,  military,  and 
this  last  one  is  important,  yes,  moral  power, 
the  moral  beacon  for  other  countries 
around  the  world. 

And  yet,  we  hear  the  political  voices 
going  up  as  we  move  into  an  election  year, 
“Well,  why  does  the  President  spend  so 
much  time  on  foreign  policy?”  I  don’t  care 
what  the  second-guessers  in  the  Capitol 


have  to  say.  I  am  not  going  to  apologize  for 
one  single  minute  that  I  devote  to  advanc¬ 
ing  our  economic  principles  abroad  or 
working  for  world  peace.  I’m  not  going  to 
change  because  this  is  in  the  interest  of 
everybody  in  this  country. 

When  you  hear  some  of  this  carping  up 
on  the  Capitol  Hill,  you’d  think  we  were 
back  in  the  19th  century,  isolated  from  the 
rest  of  the  world  by  two  oceans.  Today  the 
neat  little  boxes — we  label  them  “foreign” 
and  “domestic” — they’re  outdated,  relics 
from  an  earlier  era  that  don’t  describe  the 
new  world  around  us. 

Think  about  the  great  questions  of  war 
and  peace.  If  we  succeed  in  making  this  a 
more  peaceful  world  for  your  grandkids  and 
ours,  is  that  foreign  policy  or  is  it  domestic? 
Will  it  eventually  have  a  benefit  for  the 
taxpayer  because  we  can  do  better  in  terms 
of  defense  spending,  reorienting  our  prior¬ 
ities?  Or  are  they  two  separate  things? 

Look  at  the  crisis  in  the  Middle  East.  Last 
month  in  Madrid  we  asked  ancient  enemies 
to  come  and  sit  down  at  the  same  table,  to 
put  aside  generations  of  hatred  for  the  sake 
of  peace.  And  yet,  one  of  the  leaders  on  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  got  up — when  I  was  in  Madrid  for  36 
hours  to  convene  this  historic  conference — 
and  got  up  and  criticized  me  for  being 
there.  I’m  very  sorry,  I  am  not  going  to 
change  my  ways  because  I  believe  we  have 
an  historic  opportunity,  and  it’s  only  the 
United  States  that  can  help  bring  peace  to 
that  troubled  corner  of  the  world. 

Think  about  a  problem  plaguing  this 
country,  this  city,  this  State,  and  many 
other  cities:  illegal  drugs.  When  I  convene  a 
drug  summit  in  Cartagena,  Colombia,  that 
helps  work  with  them  to  stop  the  tidal 
wave  of  crack  before  it  hits  the  streets  of 
New  York,  is  that  foreign  policy  or  is  that 
domestic? 

Think  about  the  global  economy.  Liberals 
act  as  if  the  global  marketplace  is  way  over 
there  somewhere  in  Asia  or  in  Europe 
when  it’s  really  all  around  us.  Consider  this: 
Every  additional  billion  dollars  in  new  trade 
in  manufactured  goods,  for  example,  means 
20,000  new  American  jobs.  And  so  when  I 
go  to  The  Hague,  as  I  was  there  just  this 
past  Saturday,  to  make  our  case  with  the 
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leaders  of  the  EC  to  open  up  the  European 
markets  to  American  goods,  particularly 
American  agricultural  goods  is  that  foreign 
nolicy  or  is  that  domestic  policy r' 

P  We  were  talking  about  it  up  here  agam 
And  as  you  know,  I’ve  postponed  a  trip  to 
East  Asia,  as  important  as  it  is  to  push  for 
freer  trade  and  open  markets  in  Japan  and 
Korea  and  Australia,  Singapore,  we  were 
going  to.  When  I  learned  that  Congress 
might  stay  in  session  past  Thanksgiving 
recess,  I  thought  I’d  better  change  my 

^ou  see,  I  saw  that  movie,  “Home 


I  OU  3CC,  a  - -  '  -i 

Alone” — [laughter]  and  I  owe  if :  to  the 
American  taxpayer  to  make  sure  Congress 
never  stays  home  alone.  [Laughter]  But  that 
trip  is  going  to  be  put  back  on  because  it  s 
too  important.  You’re  not  going  to  make  me 
cancel  a  trip  of  that  nature  for  pure  politics. 
It’s  in  the  interest  of  the  worker  m  this 
country.  It’s  in  our  own  selfish  economic 
interest  and  our  national  security  interest  as 
well  that  we  have  good  relations  and  im¬ 
proving  relations  with  these  countries. 

Let  me  focus  for  just  a  second  on  one 
reason  why  an  especially  urgent  piece  of 
legislation  should  be  passed.  I  m  talking 
about  the  extending  the  unemployment 
benefits.  The  Democratic  leaders  know  that 
I’ve  been  ready  since  August  to  sign  an  ex¬ 
tension,  but  to  sign  one  as  proposed  by 
most  of  the  Republicans  in  the  Senate  and 
House  that  lives  within  the  budget  agree¬ 
ment.  We  don’t  have  to  add  to  the  ever- 
increasing  deficit  and  still  do  what  is  com¬ 
passionate  and  correct.  They  passed  a  bill. 
They  wanted  to  embarrass  me  politically.  I 
vetoed  that  bill.  I  said,  “I’ll  sign  one  tomor¬ 
row  if  you’ll  live  within  the  budget  agree¬ 
ment  like  our  proposal,”  but  I  think  they 
want  a  political  victory  rather  than  trying  to 
help  the  working  men  and  women  that  are 
out  of  work  and  need  extended  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefits. 

But  I’m  not  going  to  change.  We  cannot 
knuckle  under  every  time  they  come  along 
with  a  new  spending  program  that  is  going 
to  mortgage  every  generation  that  comes 
and  every  person  that  is  working.  Ninety- 
four  percent  of  the  people  are  working  and 
paying  taxes,  and  some  of  those  laid  off  are 
paying  taxes.  And  I  don’t  want  to  be  the 
President  that  says  to  them,  “Hey,  we’re 


going  to  help  these  people,”  then  raise  the 
taxes  to  pay  for  it  or  add  to  this  already 
obnoxious  deficit.  Unemployed  workers  de¬ 
serve  this  kind  of  support,  but  we  need  a 
change  in  the  Congress  if  we’re  going  to  do 
it  in  a  way  that  lives  within  the  budget 
agreement. 

I  honestly  believe  that  the  American 
people  are  ready  to  move  in  a  new  direc¬ 
tion.  We’ve  got  real  problems.  I  think 
they’re  tired  of  a  lot  of  political  talk,  maybe 
from  the  White  House,  certainly  from  the 
Congress.  But  they’re  tired  of  hearing  a  lib¬ 
eral  litany,  tired  of  people  that  get  up  and 
just  keep  saying  what’s  wrong  with  our 
country.  There  are  some  good  fundamentals 
out  there.  And  sometimes  I  get  this  sinking 
feeling  that  the  Democrats  believe  that 
they  can  win  only  if  times  are  bad.  They 
have  a  vested  interest  in  seeing  us  fail.  And 
what  a  tawdry,  negative  way  to  view  this, 
the  greatest  country  on  the  face  of  the 

Earth.  ,  T 

You  see,  that’s  not  our  America.  And  it  1 
become  a  candidate  for  President  of  the 
United  States— giving  serious  thought  to 
that  right  now,  and  I  must  say  this  fantastic 
turnout  and  this  sendoff  you  might  say  is 
kind  of  moving  me  over  there.  [Laughter] 
But  I  look  forward  to  taking  this  case  to  the 
American  people.  This  isn  t  a  country  that 
needs  a  quick  fix.  We  need  some  confi¬ 
dence.  We  don’t  have  to  think  that  we  can 
just  spend  our  way  into  getting  votes. 
We’ve  got  some  grounding  fundamentals 
out  there  that  are  moving  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection. 

It’s  not  our  America,  this  pessimistic  one. 
We’re  the  America  that’s  envied  the  world 
over.  I  wish  you  could  go  with  me  as  we 
travel  to  some  of  these  places.  The  America 
we  know  is  right  and  decent  and  good.  And 
Americans  want  leadership.  I  think  the  fam¬ 
ilies  out  there  want  somebody  that  believes 
in  family  values  and  shares  their  faith  and 
someone  who  will  summon  up  the  best  in 
the  American  spirit  to  shape  a  new  Ameri¬ 
can  century.  I’d  call  it  a  new  American  des¬ 
tiny.  This  is  a  great  time  to  be  an  American. 
It’s  a  great  time,  as  you  look  ahead,  for  the 
young  people  of  this  country,  when  you 
think  of  the  big  questions  like  world  peace, 
questions  of  prosperity  here  at  home. 
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And  so,  that’s  our  vision:  Emphasize 
what’s  good.  Put  forward  ideas  that  can 
change  things  for  the  better.  Hold  out  your 
hand  when  people  are  hurting.  But  do  not 
depart  from  the  fundamentals  to  achieve 
short-term  political  gain.  It  starts  right  here, 
now,  with  all  of  you.  And  please  stay  in¬ 
volved  in  the  political  process.  Because  I 
am  absolutely  convinced  that  with  your 
support  we  will  succeed  and  make  things 
better  for  the  American  people. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:07  p.m.  in 
the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  New  York 
Hilton  and  Towers.  In  his  remarks ,  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  Louis  Gerstner,  principal  chair¬ 
man  of  the  luncheon ;  Rabbi  Milton  Bal - 
kany,  dean  of  the  Bais  Yaakev  of  Brooklyn , 
NY;  Georgette  Mosbacher ;  Wayne  Calloway , 
and  Joy  Silverman ,  luncheon  cochairmen; 
William  Powers ,  chairman  of  the  New  York 
State  Republican  Party;  Garabed  “Chuck” 
Haytaian,  speaker  of  the  New  Jersey  Assem¬ 
bly;  and  Donald  T.  DiFrancesco,  president 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Senate. 


Remarks  to  the  Asia  Society  in  New  York  City 
November  12,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very  much.  And  John 
Whitehead,  thank  you,  sir.  John  has  served 
this  country  with  great  distinction  over  the 
years,  and  it’s  great  to  join  him  and  Nancy 
here  this  evening,  the  other  distinguished 
leaders  here  with  me,  and  all  of  you,  so 
many  ambassadors  from  countries  in  Asia, 
charges,  United  Nations  contingents,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC,  contingents.  And  I’m  just  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  here  with  all  of  you. 

It’s  also  a  pleasure  to  see  Asia  Society 
President  Robert  Oxnam,  and  then  Vice 
Chairman  Peter  Aaron.  To  you  and  to  the 
distinguished  men  and  women  in  this  audi¬ 
ence,  greetings  and  my  thanks  for  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  speak  with  you  on  topics  of 
great  concern  to  us  all.  And  I  heard  you 
were  having  broccoli  so  I  asked  to  speak 
before  the  dinner.  [Laughter]  I  hope  this 
doesn’t  really  foul  things  up,  but  I  feel 
strongly  about  that.  [Laughter]  No,  but  seri¬ 
ously,  we  do  have  to  go  back.  And  I’m  very 
pleased  for  this  accommodation,  and  I  hope 
you’ll  all  understand. 

But  as  you  know,  I  have  just  returned 
from  Rome,  that  NATO  meeting,  and  The 
Hague,  for  an  EC  meeting.  There,  I  worked 
with  other  Western  leaders  to  help  build  a 
post-cold-war  world  that’s  characterized  by 
mutual  security,  democracy,  individual  lib¬ 
erty,  free  enterprise,  and  unfettered  inter¬ 
national  trade.  I  want  to  talk  tonight  about 
those  topics,  but  with  the  accent  on  Asia. 


But  first,  for  audiences  here  and  in  Asia,  I 
think  it’s  important  to  discuss  once  again 
why  I  will  not  travel  to  the  region  this 
month,  later  this  month.  As  President,  I 
must  serve  the  entire  Nation  in  the  domes¬ 
tic  and  foreign  arenas.  Sometimes  those  ob¬ 
ligations  clash.  When  we  planned  our  trip  a 
couple  of  months  ago,  worked  out  the 
schedule,  Congress  had  planned  to  adjourn 
early  in  this  month.  I  believe  it  was  Novem¬ 
ber  2d,  possibly  November  4th.  Now  the 
Members  say  that  they  will  wrap  up  by  No¬ 
vember  22,  but  who  knows?  We  will  re¬ 
schedule  the  trip,  but  I  will  not  leave  while 
Congress  is  wrapping  up  a  session.  It  can 
commit  too  much  mischief  in  times  like 
that.  [Laughter] 

I  saw  “Home  Alone,”  that  movie — [laugh 
ter] — and  I  just  don’t  feel  comfortable- 
[laughter] — leaving  Congress  home  alone 
But  make  no  mistake,  however,  I  will  not 
turn  my  back  on  my  responsibility  to  do  the 
Nation’s  business  here  and  abroad.  And  in 
times  of  economic  pain,  I  certainly  will  not 
give  up  an  opportunity  to  work  with  our 
allies  to  create  new  markets,  new  jobs,  and 
new  opportunities  for  American  workers  in 
agriculture,  in  manufacturing,  and  in  serv¬ 
ice  industries. 

And  I  certainly  will  not  permit  us  to  re¬ 
treat  into  a  kind  of  fortress  America,  which 
will  doom  us  to  irrelevance  and  poverty. 
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The  notion  that  we  can  separate  domestic 
and  foreign  policy  rests  upon  a  stubborn 
fantasy  that  we  can  live  as  an  isolated  island 
surrounded  by  a  changing  and  developing 
world.  We  tried  isolationism,  and  we  ended 
up  fighting  two  bloody  World  Wars.  We 
tried  economic  isolationism,  protectionism, 
and  we  helped  set  off  a  worldwide  depres¬ 
sion.  I  remain  deeply  committed  to  building 
closer  ties  with  the  Asia-Pacific  region.  Al¬ 
though  much  of  our  Nation’s  heritage 
comes  from  Europe,  our  future  points 
equally,  importantly,  toward  Asia. 

Asia’s  transformed  itself  in  the  space  of  a 
generation  into  the  most  rapidly  growing 
region  on  the  face  of  the  Earth.  Asia-Pacific 
nations  enjoyed  staggering  real  economic 
growth  in  the  decade  of  the  eighties.  The 
Australian  economy  grew  41  percent; 
Japan’s,  nearly  52  percent;  Malaysia,  almost 
60  percent;  Hong  Kong — there  are  many 
here  from  Hong  Kong  tonight— -89  percent; 
Singapore,  93  percent;  Taiwan,  116  per¬ 
cent;  and  South  Korea,  150  percent. 

The  Asia-Pacific  region  has  become  our 
largest  and  fastest  growing  trading  partner. 
We  conduct  more  than  $300  billion  worth 
of  two-way  trade  annually.  Together,  we 
generate  nearly  half,  listen  to  this  one,  to¬ 
gether  we  generate  nearly  half  of  the 
world’s  gross  national  product.  American 
firms  have  invested  more  than  $61  billion 
in  the  region,  and  that  figure  will  grow. 
Asians  have  invested  more  than  $95  billion 
in  the  United  States.  In  everything  from 
automobiles  to  microchips,  from  baseball  to 
Australian  rules  football,  we  grow  closer 
each  day. 

A  few  years  ago,  it  was  fashionable  to 
refer  to  the  20th  century  as  the  American 
century  and  the  21st  as  the  Pacific  century, 
as  if  we  were  engaged  in  some  long-term 
competition  with  our  Asian  allies.  I  don’t 
see  it  that  way.  The  United  States  will 
remain  large  and  powerful,  but  in  years  to 
come,  we  will  deepen  our  partnership  with 
our  Asian  friends  in  building  democracy 
and  freedom. 

We’d  be  here  forever  if  I  tried  to  tick  off 
our  interests  and  activities  country  by  coun¬ 
try.  So  forgive  me,  but  instead  I  will  address 
three  central  issues  in  our  relationships  with 
the  nations  of  the  region,  security,  democra¬ 
cy,  and  trade. 


In  the  area  of  security,  Asia’s  variety  has 
spawned  a  diverse  pattern  of  political  and 
strategic  cooperation.  Our  custom-made 
agreements  and  relationships  provide  a 
strong  foundation  for  future  security. 

Let  me  give  you  a  few  examples  of  how 
we  seek  to  build  the  peace.  The  conflict  in 
Indochina  has  preoccupied  this  Nation  for 
years.  Finally,  we’ve  entered  into  a  period 
of  healing  and  constructive  cooperation.  We 
will  work  step  by  step  to  resolve  the  painful 
issues  left  by  that  war.  The  ASEAN  nations, 
Japan,  Australia,  and  the  U.N.  Security 
Council’s  permanent  members  recently 
forged  a  Cambodian  peace  process  that 
promises  free  elections  in  a  nation  previous¬ 
ly  rent  by  tyranny  and  genocide.  Just  yes¬ 
terday,  for  the  first  time  in  16  years,  we 
sent  an  accredited  diplomat  to  Cambodia  to 
participate  in  the  peacemaking  arrange¬ 
ments. 

We  envision  normal  relations  with  Viet¬ 
nam  as  the  logical  conclusion  to  a  step-by- 
step  process  that  begins  by  resolving  the 
problems  in  Cambodia  and  by  addressing 
thoroughly,  openly,  and  conclusively  the 
status  of  American  POW’s-MIA’s. 

Today,  I  am  announcing  that  we  will  up¬ 
grade  our  relations  with  Laos  and  that  we 
soon  will  place  an  Ambassador  in  Vientiane. 

The  Republic  of  Korea  has  moved  to 
build  better  ties  with  North  Korea  while 
boldly  challenging  the  North  to  abandon  its 
menacing  nuclear  weapons  program  which 
is  the  greatest  threat  to  regional  peace.  We 
welcome  recently  organized  efforts  involv¬ 
ing  us,  the  Japanese,  the  Soviets,  Chinese, 
and  Koreans  to  bring  North  Korea’s  nuclear 
program  under  international  supervision. 
Meanwhile,  we  will  maintain  our  military 
presence  in  the  South  as  long  as  the  people 
want  and  need  us. 

In  laying  the  foundation  for  peace 
through  our  global  partnership,  we  have 
worked  closely  with  Japan  in  the  area  of 
foreign  aid.  We  are  the  world’s  two  fore¬ 
most  providers  of  such  aid.  We  also  cooper¬ 
ate  on  development  assistance,  more  and 
more  on  environmental  protection,  trade, 
arms  control,  refugees,  and  regional  peace. 
We’ve  urged  the  Soviet  Union  to  take  a 
progressive  attitude  toward  the  Northern 
Territories  in  its  discussions  with  Japan. 
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The  Japanese  have  joined  us  in  trying  to 
lead  the  Soviet  Union  and  Eastern  Europe 
toward  free  enterprise.  They  support  more 
than  45,000  U.S.  military  forces  in  Japan 
with  $3  billion  in  annual  host  nation  contri¬ 
butions.  Japan  contributed  nearly  $13  bil¬ 
lion  to  the  multinational  forces  for  the  Gulf 
war,  10  billion  of  which  went  to  the  United 
States.  This  required  new  taxes,  a  very 
tough  thing  for  any  politician  to  ask  of 
working  people,  but  Japan  deserves  praise 
for  choosing  the  right  course. 

To  the  South,  Australia  casts  a  presence 
far  larger  than  its  relatively  small  popula¬ 
tion  would  suggest.  It  takes  justifiable  pride 
in  its  long  tradition  of  defending  democra¬ 
cy,  and  its  economic,  political,  and  cultural 
presence  helps  unite  the  Asia-Pacific  region 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

We  can  help  ensure  future  peace  in  the 
region  and  defend  our  interests  through  a 
range  of  military  arrangements.  Bilateral  al¬ 
liances,  access  agreements,  and  structures 
such  as  the  five-power  defense  arrangement 
give  us  the  flexibility  we  need. 

While  we  must  adjust  our  force  structure 
to  reflect  post-cold-war  realities,  we  also 
must  protect  our  interests  and  allies.  In  this 
light,  we  cannot  afford  to  ignore  the  impor¬ 
tant  sources  of  instability:  in  North  Korea; 
in  Burma,  where  socialist  despotism  holds 
sway  despite,  I  might  add,  despite  the 
heroic  efforts  of  freedom  fighters  like  Nobel 
laureate  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi;  in  China  and 
other  states  that  resist  the  worldwide  move¬ 
ment  toward  political  pluralism  and  that 
contribute  to  the  proliferation  of  dangerous 
weapons. 

Let  me  mention  just  a  few  words  regard¬ 
ing  China.  China  is  vitally  important.  It  is 
our  policy  to  remain  engaged.  We  believe 
this  is  the  way  to  effect  positive  change  in 
the  world’s  most  populous  nation.  That’s  ex¬ 
actly  what  Secretary  of  State  Jim  Baker  is 
doing  there  this  week. 

Fortunately,  the  key  to  future  stability  in 
the  region  lies  not  with  arms  but  with  bal¬ 
lots.  Democracy  has  swept  across  Asia  with 
some  notable  exceptions  such  as  Burma, 
China,  North  Korea,  and  Vietnam.  Yet  we 
remain  engaged  in  the  region  and  especial¬ 
ly  in  China.  If  we  retreat  from  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  building  democracy,  we  will  have 
failed  many  who  have  worked  hard,  even 


died  for  the  cause. 

The  United  States  will  support  democracy 
wherever  it  can,  understanding  that  nations 
adopt  political  freedom  in  their  own  ways, 
in  manners  consistent  with  their  histories 
and  cultures.  After  decades  of  uncertainty, 
the  future  really  does  seem  full  of  hope, 
and  even  the  intransigent  few  seem  likely 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  world  in  building  a 
commonwealth  of  freedom. 

Then  this  brings  us  then  to  the  third  focal 
point  and  a  crucial  ingredient  in  a  stable, 
free  society,  and  I’m  talking,  of  course, 
about  economic  prosperity.  No  nation  can 
ignore  the  incredible  vitality  of  this  region, 
or  afford  to.  Yes,  we  disagree  on  some  im¬ 
portant  trade  issues,  but  we  also  recognize  a 
more  important  fact:  Our  fates  and  values 
have  become  linked  forever. 

Contrary  to  the  opinions  of  American 
protectionists,  free  trade  requires  efforts  by 
all  parties  involved.  Too  often,  trade  dis¬ 
putes  bring  out  the  worst  in  people.  Japan 
bashing — you’ve  heard  that  expression — 
Japan  bashing  has  become  a  minor  sport  in 
some  places  in  the  United  States,  and  some 
in  Japan  have  become  equally  scornful  of 
the  United  States.  Both  our  nations  must 
reject  those  who  would  rather  seek  out 
scapegoats  than  tackle  their  own  problems. 

We  made  a  good  start.  The  Asia-Pacific 
Economic  Cooperation  Group  encourages 
growth  and  trade.  The  Uruguay  round  of 
GATT  talks  remains  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  vehicle  for  advancing  the  cause  of  free 
trade  and  fending  off  the  scourge  of  protec¬ 
tionism.  We  call  upon  Japan  and  Korea  to 
work  with  us  in  breaking  down  old  barriers 
to  trade,  opening  up  markets  in  manufac¬ 
turing,  services,  and  agriculture.  Our  Struc¬ 
tural  Impediments  Initiative,  those  talks 
have  helped  lower  barriers  to  trade  and  in¬ 
vestment.  But  we  need  to  give  those  talks 
new  life,  give  them  a  kick,  and  create  a 
better  climate  in  Japan  for  U.S.  businesses. 

The  fact  is  that  Japan,  which  nearly  half  a 
century  ago  became  a  focal  point  of  Ameri¬ 
can  hatred,  has  become  one  of  our  closest 
and  most  treasured  allies.  I  enjoyed  a  warm 
and  constructive  relationship  working  with 
Prime  Minister  Toshiki  Kaifu.  And  I  look 
forward  to  spending  time  with  my  old 
friend  Prime  Minister  Kiichi  Miyazawa,  sig- 
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nificantly  a  man  steeped  in  Western  and 
Eastern  culture  and  superbly  equipped  to 
build  bridges  of  culture  and  trade  between 
our  two  great  nations. 

Together,  we  can  build  an  even  more 
prosperous  and  spectacular  future — but 
only  if  we  take  up  the  tough,  rewarding 
task  of  promoting  worldwide  economic  lib¬ 
erty.  We  seek  a  vibrant  international  eco¬ 
nomic  system  that  unites  markets  on  every 
continent. 

We  in  the  United  States  also  must 
strengthen  our  economy.  We  level  an  unac¬ 
ceptably  high  effective  tax  rate  on  capital 
gains.  Germany,  no  capital  gains  tax.  The 
complicated  Japanese  tax  averages  about 
one  percent.  This  puts  our  own  business 
people,  our  own  entrepreneurs  and  venture 
capitalists  at  a  huge  and  shameful  disadvan¬ 
tage  compared  to  our  Asian  trading  part¬ 
ner.  We  run  an  enormous  and  growing 
budget  deficit  which  inflames  political  divi¬ 
sions  within  our  own  country.  We  must  take 
powerful  action  to  reduce  that  deficit  while 
nourishing  economic  growth.  To  compete 
internationally  we  must  modernize  our 
banking  industry  and  make  our  industrial 
base  more  competitive.  We  must  work  with 
our  allies  to  build  a  stable  and  sound  mone¬ 
tary  regime. 

Perhaps  most  important,  we  must  build 
human  capital.  We  have  an  obligation  to 
prepare  future  generations  for  life  in  the 
21st  century.  The  integrated  global  econo¬ 
my  will  demand  more  of  us  than  ever 
before,  and  our  schools  must  meet  the  chal¬ 
lenge. 

Technological  change  can  do  much  more 
than  make  our  lives  more  comfortable.  It 
can  sweep  away  totalitarianism  and  forge 
the  foundation  for  lasting  liberty.  We  live  in 
an  age  of  liberation  technology,  and  no 
technology  does  more  for  the  cause  of  free¬ 
dom  than  the  means  of  mass  communica¬ 
tion.  No  wall  is  high  enough  and  no  govern¬ 
ment  sufficiently  despotic  to  shut  off  what 
some  call  a  revolution  of  electrons.  As  we 
compete  with  our  allies  in  this  area,  we 


must  remember  that  information  feeds  in¬ 
tellect,  and  good  information  fosters  free¬ 
dom. 

Let  me  close  by  summarizing  our  general 
approach  to  relations  with  Asia.  Our  admin¬ 
istration  sees  six  keys  to  promoting  lasting 
peace  in  the  Asia-Pacific  region:  progressive 
trade  liberalization,  security  cooperation,  a 
shared  commitment  to  democracy  and 
human  rights,  educational  and  scientific  in¬ 
novation,  respect  for  the  environment,  and 
an  appreciation  of  our  distinct  cultural  her¬ 
itages. 

Americans  have  always  looked  to  the  ho¬ 
rizons  for  their  destiny,  even  from  our  earli¬ 
est  days.  And  we’ve  grown  great  because 
we’ve  welcomed  people  from  every  conti¬ 
nent  and  every  country,  and  we’ve  tried  to 
make  use  of  their  distinct  talents  when  they 
come  here,  while  constructing  a  common 
culture. 

Today,  we  celebrate  that  diversity  and 
celebrate  the  prospect  that  in  years  to  come 
we  will  develop  with  our  Asian  friends  even 
greater  ties  of  trade  and  culture. 

I  look  forward  to  traveling  soon  to  Asia  to 
advance  these  important  principles  and  to 
expand  market  opportunities  for  tens  of 
thousands  of  American  workers  and  busi¬ 
nesses.  As  President,  I  will  continue  build¬ 
ing  ties  with  our  allies  because  those  ties 
mean  peace  at  home  and  jobs  for  American 
men  and  women. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Asia  Society  for  its 
vital  contributions  to  the  cause  of  peace, 
prosperity,  and  understanding.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  your  help  as  I  seek  to  build  closer 
bonds  of  affection  and  interest  with  the 
peoples  of  the  vast,  marvelous,  varied  Asia- 
Pacific  region. 

Thank  you  all.  And  may  God  bless  our 
Asian-Pacific  friends  and  the  United  States 
of  America.  Thank  you  very  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:20  p.m.  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel  In  his  remarks, 
he  referred  to  John  Whitehead,  chairman  of 
the  society,  and  his  wife,  Nancy. 
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Statement  on  Signing  a  Bill  on  the 
Nation  Trade  Status  to  Bulgaria 
November  13,  1991 

I  am  pleased  to  sign  into  law  House  Joint 
Resolution  282,  which  approves  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  most-favored-nation  (MFN)  tariff 
treatment  to  products  of  Bulgaria  pursuant 
to  a  bilateral  trade  agreement.  This  resolu¬ 
tion  is  a  milestone  in  our  rapidly  developing 
relations  with  Bulgaria.  My  signature  on  this 
resolution  represents  American  support  of 
the  Bulgarian  people’s  historic  decision  for 
democracy,  a  free  market  economy,  and  the 
rule  of  law. 

We  stand  with  the  people  of  Bulgaria  as 


Extension  of  Most-Favored- 


they  strive  to  reintegrate  their  country  into 
the  global  economy,  and  we  welcome  Bul¬ 
garia  as  it  joins  the  community  of  free  na¬ 
tions. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  13,  1991. 

Note:  H.J.  Res.  282,  approved  November  13, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-158. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Uruguay-United  States 
Legal  Assistance  Treaty 
November  13,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  the  Treaty  between  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Government  of  the  Oriental  Re¬ 
public  of  Uruguay  on  Mutual  Legal  Assist¬ 
ance  in  Criminal  Matters,  signed  at  Monte¬ 
video  on  May  6,  1991.  I  transmit  also,  for 
the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  Report  of 
the  Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the 
Treaty. 

The  Treaty  is  one  of  a  series  of  modern 
mutual  legal  assistance  treaties  being  nego¬ 
tiated  by  the  United  States  in  order  to 
counter  criminal  activities  more  effectively. 
The  Treaty  should  be  an  effective  tool  to 
assist  in  the  prosecution  of  a  wide  variety  of 
modern  criminals,  including  members  of 
drug  cartels,  “white  collar  criminals,”  and 


terrorists.  The  Treaty  is  self-executing. 

The  Treaty  provides  for  a  broad  range  of 
cooperation  in  criminal  matters.  Mutual  as¬ 
sistance  available  under  the  Treaty  in¬ 
cludes:  (1)  the  taking  of  testimony  or  state¬ 
ments  of  witnesses;  (2)  the  provision  of  doc¬ 
uments,  records,  and  evidence;  (3)  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  requests  for  searches  and  seizures; 
(4)  the  serving  of  documents;  and  (5)  the 
provision  of  assistance  in  locating,  tracing, 
immobilizing,  seizing  and  forfeiting  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  crime,  and  restitution  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  crime. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  early 
and  favorable  consideration  to  the  Treaty 
and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratifica¬ 
tion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  13,  1991. 
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Presidential  Determination  No.  92-5— Memorandum  Authorizing 
Assistance  to  Senegal 
November  13,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  Defense 

Subject:  Determination  to  Authorize  the 
Furnishing  of  Goods  and  Services  to 
Senegal 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  by 
section  552(cX2)  of  the  Foreign  Assistance 
Act  of  1961,  as  amended,  22  U.S.C. 
2348a(cX2),  (the  “Act”),  I  hereby  determine 
that: 

(1)  as  a  result  of  an  unforeseen  emergen¬ 
cy,  the  provision  of  assistance  under  Chap¬ 
ter  6  of  Part  II  of  the  Act  in  amounts  in 
excess  of  funds  otherwise  available  for  such 
assistance  is  important  to  the  national  inter¬ 
est  of  the  United  States;  and 


(2)  such  unforeseen  emergency  requires 
the  immediate  provision  of  assistance  under 
Chapter  6  of  Part  II  of  the  Act. 

I  therefore  direct  the  drawdown  of  com¬ 
modities  and  services  from  the  inventory 
and  resources  of  the  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  of  an  aggregate  value  not  to  exceed 
$10  million  to  support  Senegal's  deploy¬ 
ment  of  peacekeeping  forces  to  Liberia. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  authorized  and 
directed  to  report  this  determination  to  the 
Congress  and  to  publish  it  in  the  Federal 
Register. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter. (  11:07  a.m.,  November  20,  1991] 


Nomination  of  Arnold  R.  Tompkins 
Health  and  Human  Services 
November  13,  1991 

The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Arnold  R.  Tompkins,  of 
Maryland,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  for  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Budget,  succeeding  Mary  Sheila 
Gall,  and  to  be  Chief  Financial  Officer  at 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  a  new  position. 

Since  1989,  Mr.  Tompkins  has  served  as 
Counselor  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 


To  Be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 


Services  in  Washington,  DC.  In  addition,  he 
has  served  as  Acting  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Planning  and  Evaluation  at  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  1989- 
1990;  and  as  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Social  Services  Policy,  1985-1989. 

Mr.  Tompkins  graduated  from  Bowdoin 
College  (B.A.,  1972)  and  Howard  University 
(J.D.,  1975).  He  was  born  July  4,  1950,  in 
Washington,  DC.  Mr.  Tompkins  is  married, 
has  one  child,  and  resides  in  Clinton,  MD. 


Remarks  to  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
November  13,  1991 


Thank  you,  Mark,  FFA’s  outstanding 
president.  You  know,  when  Mark  and  the 
other  national  officers  came  to  the  White 
House  a  year  ago  and  again  this  summer, 


they  asked  me  to  come  to  Kansas  City.  And 
after  a  welcome  like  this,  there’s  no  place 
I’d  rather  be.  And  there  is  also  no  place 
better  than  sitting  up  here  with  Miss  Amer- 
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ica,  Carolyn  Sapp.  [Laughter]  I’d  like  to  be 
the  one  sitting  right  there,  but  it  seems  my 
friend  and  assistant  Fred  McClure  switched 
the  placecards.  [Laughter]  So  I  have  a  ques¬ 
tion  for  him.  Fred,  how  did  you  used  to  like 
working  at  the  White  House?  [Laughter] 

And  I  heard  Mark  talking  about  leader¬ 
ship  and  commitment  in  that  very  generous 
introduction.  And  I  will  say  that  also  here 
are  Missouri’s  two  great  Senators,  Jack  Dan- 
forth  and  Kit  Bond.  And  what  a  job  they’re 
doing  for  this  country.  And  as  for  Fred 
McClure,  I’m  proud  to  have  him  with  me, 
an  Assistant  for  Legislative  Affairs.  That’s 
the  top  person  in  the  White  House  working 
with  Kit,  Jack  Danforth,  and  all  the  other 
Senators  and  House  Members.  And  Fred 
learned  his  leadership  skills  in  the  FFA  as 
the  Texas  State  president  and  then  the  na¬ 
tional  FFA  secretary. 

It  gives  me  a  surge  of  hope  to  be  with  so 
many  thousands  of  bright  and  motivated 
young  people.  And  it’s  another  reminder 
that  America  has  the  best  young  people  in 
the  world.  And  I  want  to  salute  the  FFA  for 
bringing  so  many  of  you  together  to  ex¬ 
change  ideas  and  forge  friendships  that  will 
brighten  our  country  for  many  years  to 
come.  I  understand  that  your  business  ses¬ 
sion  got  off  to  a  good  start,  Danny  telling 
me. 

And  I  also  want  to  send  my  warmest 
greetings  to  members  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Farm  Broadcasters,  who  also  are 
meeting  in  Kansas  City  this  week.  Ameri¬ 
can  agriculture  depends  upon  the  free  and 
robust  flow  of  news  and  views  that  our 
broadcasters  provide.  And  they  do  a  first- 
class  job  of  it. 

Now,  I  know  that  some  of  you  signed  up 
to  come  here  believing  that  one  of  the 
speakers  would  be  Arnold  Schwarzenegger. 
But  if  he  didn’t  cancel  an  agreement  now 
and  then,  I  guess  we  wouldn’t  call  him 
“The  Terminator.”  [Laughter]  But  I’ve 
worked  out  a  deal  with  this  guy,  and  he’s 
agreed  to  fill  in  for  me  at  the  White  House 
conference  that  I  have  next,  the  next  news 
conference.  [Laughter]  You  see,  I  can’t  wait 
to  see  the  kind  and  gentle  way  that  he 
handles  some  of  those  tough  questions. 
[Laughter]  It’s  going  to  be  wonderful.  He 
couldn’t  be  here  because  he’s  at  work  film¬ 
ing  another  movie.  And  next  year,  I  myself 


might  make  an  abbreviated  sequel  to  “Ter¬ 
minator  2.”  We’re  going  to  call  it  “Term  2.” 
[Laughter] 

Let  me  just,  because  I  want  to  tie  it  in, 
let  me  just  say  a  word  about  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.  As  an  athlete  and  actor, 
yes,  but  he’s  also  a  very  creative  business¬ 
man  and  a  citizen  who,  I  can  tell  you  first¬ 
hand,  exemplifies  what  you  talk  about  when 
you  talk  about  leadership.  He  takes  public 
service  seriously.  And  he’s  doing  an  out¬ 
standing  job  for  the  country  as  Chairman  of 
the  President’s  Council  on  Physical  Fitnes 

And  I  won’t  lead  you  through  the  worl 
out  that  Arnold  had  planned,  but  I  do  wan 
to  impress  upon  you  the  essence  of  his  mes 
sage  and  that  is:  Get  going  with  good  exer 
cise  and  fitness  habits  now,  while  you’re 
young,  and  don’t  ever  give  them  up.  Eact 
one  of  you  is  already  a  leader  in  your 
school,  a  leader  in  FFA  or  you  probably 
would  not  be  here,  a  leader  among  your 
peers.  And  I  don’t  want  any  of  you  to  fall 
short  of  a  single  thing  you  dream  of.  And 
that’s  why  I  hope  you  will  equip  yourself 
with  the  physical  stamina  that  comes  from 
exercise.  Cultivating  a  sound  mind  in  a 
sound  body  is  a  key  to  good  health,  long 
life,  and  performance  at  your  best  for  the 
many  responsibilities  you  will  face  in  your 
families  and  your  careers. 

And  speaking  of  that,  your  president 
looks  very  fit,  and  I  would  suggest  to  you 
that  he  got  to  be  the  great  orator  that  he 
is — you  heard  the  introduction — because  he 
stays  fit.  And  I  might  say,  speaking  of  poli¬ 
tics,  I’m  glad  he’s  not  running  for  President 
next  year.  He’d  be  very,  very  tough  to  beat. 
Mark,  you  keep  doing  your  thing;  I’ll  keep 
doing  mine.  [Laughter] 

Look  at  it  this  way,  your  FFA  experience 
is  giving  you  powerful  skills  and  drive  to 
help  this  country  compete  in  the  decades 
ahead.  And  as  you  follow  your  dreams  and 
lead  others,  as  I  know  you’re  destined  to  do, 
I’d  like  your  special  help  in  pursuing  two 
national  goals,  goals  to  help  America  be  all 
that  it  should  be. 

First,  I’d  like  you  to  work  for  excellence 
in  American  education.  If  you  attend  a 
school  in  a  rural  community,  and  many  of 
you  do,  there’s  a  good  chance  your  school 
enjoys  the  strong  involvement  of  parents, 
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strong  involvement  of  your  community  and 
places  a  high  value  on  responsibility  and 
achievement. 

There  are  success  stories,  of  course,  across 
the  range  of  our  communities,  even  in  the 
tougher,  poorer,  inner-city  neighborhoods. 
And  some  are  public  schools;  others  are  pri¬ 
vate  or  parochial  schools.  But  each  has  in 
common  the  intense  involvement  of  par¬ 
ents,  a  commitment  to  discipline,  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  values,  a  rigorous  curriculum,  and  a 
large  degree  of  freedom  from  bureaucratic 
control. 

Our  America  2000  strategy  shows  com¬ 
munities  how  to  develop  schools  that  work. 
We  want  our  schools  held  to  high  standards, 
world-class  standards.  We  want  parents  to 
have  real  financial  opportunity  to  choose 
schools,  including  parochial  or  private 
schools.  Were  inviting  parents  and  educa¬ 
tors  and  businessmen  and  civic  leaders  to 
reinvent,  literally  reinvent  American 
schools.  To  replace  institutions  that  fail,  fail 
to  work,  fail  to  get  the  job  done,  with  new 
schools  empowered  with  freedom  and  flexi¬ 
bility  and  innovative  strategies. 

Here's  where  you  come  in  on  all  of  this: 
It's  up  to  you  and  your  generation  to  make 
this  happen.  You  will  inherit  this  long-term 
mission  as  leaders  in  agriculture,  business, 
or  government  in  your  counties,  your  cities, 
and  your  States.  And  Fve  put  forward  a 
strategy  for  reforming  our  schools,  and  I 
hope  to  see  as  much  as  possible  accom¬ 
plished  during  my  Presidency.  But  before 
this  vision  can  become  a  full  reality,  I  fore¬ 
see  years  of  political  trench  warfare,  pitting 
the  reformers  against  dug-in  interest 
groups. 

The  challenge  of  reforming  American 
education  will  take  plenty  of  patience,  grit, 
and  determination,  exactly  the  types  of  vir¬ 
tues  that  FFA  represents.  And  I  am  very 
pleased  that  the  national  FFA  organization’s 
plans  for  its  future  leadership  in  agricultural 
education  mesh  so  well  with  our  America 
2000  philosophy.  So,  the  first  goal:  educa¬ 
tion. 

The  second  goal  I’d  like  you  to  pursue  is 
keeping  America  competitive.  We  could  all 
take  a  lesson  from  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs 
about  competitiveness.  They’re  having  a 
great  season.  Of  course,  later  this  afternoon 
1 11  be  in  St.  Louis  saying  the  same  thing 


about  the  Cardinals — [ laughter ] — until  I’m 
back  home  in  the  home  of  the  Redskins.  I 
had  to  apologize  to  the  Redskins’  coach,  Joe 
Gibbs,  the  other  day  for  rooting  for  my 
home  team,  the  Houston  Oilers.  But  I  hope 

those  big - [applause].  Hey,  I  might  have 

been  right  all  along.  [Laughter] 

But  look,  your  country  is  counting  on  you 
and  I’m  counting  on  you  to  find  new  uses 
for  traditional  and  nontraditional  crops, 
your  field,  things  you  know  something 
about.  We  want  you  to  outfox  our  competi¬ 
tors  with  your  marketing  skills.  We  expect 
you  to  draw  on  rural  America’s  tradition  of 
conservation  and  lead  all  Americans  to  use 
our  natural  resources,  our  precious  natural 
resources,  wisely.  We’re  looking  to  you  to 
create  attractive  new  products,  including 
clean  fuels. 

I  really  believe  that  if  the  Soviet  Union 
had  been  blessed  with  an  organization  like 
the  FFA  that  their  problems  in  agriculture 
wouldn’t  be  nearly  as  big,  nearly  as  horrible 
as  they  are  today.  You  are  involved  in  im¬ 
portant  work. 

We’ve  got  to  keep  opportunity  alive  in 
this  country.  Federal  income  tax  rates  are 
lower,  flatter,  and  fairer  than  they  were  a 
decade  ago,  but  they  still  seem  to  reward 
debt  and  punish  saving  and  investment. 
And  that’s  why  we’re  long  overdue  for  a 
capital  gains  tax  cut,  something  I’ve  asked 
Congress  for  every  year  since  I  became 
President.  But  Congress  isn’t  getting  the 
message.  These  Senators  are,  but  most  of 
the  leaders  up  there  are  not.  In  the  farm¬ 
ing,  ranching,  and  agriculture  business,  in 
those  communities  I’m  sure  you  can  appre¬ 
ciate  how  a  capital  gains  tax  cut  would  im¬ 
prove  property  values.  But  more  than  that, 
it  would  boost  investment  and  jobs  in  every 
sector  and  every  industry  in  this  Nation. 
And  I  wish  you’d  help  me  get  that  message 
to  the  United  States  Congress. 

You  see,  I  know  you  guys  have  the  clout. 
Seventy-seven  Congressmen  wrote  letters 
asking  me  to  come  speak  to  this  FFA  con¬ 
vention.  That’s  not  bad,  77.  So,  it  seems 
only  fair  you  let  ’em  know  what  I  said  and 
ask  them  to  consider  it.  [Laughter] 

You  know,  we  need  to  take  the  shackles 
off  our  banks  and  financial  services  compa¬ 
nies.  I’ve  sent  to  Congress  a  comprehensive 
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banking  reform  package,  but  again,  Con¬ 
gress  isn’t  getting  that  message.  Would  you 
want  to  start  out  in  business  with  outmoded 
banking  laws  that  won’t  allow  American 
firms  to  compete  on  equal  terms  with  the 
Japanese  and  Europeans? 

We  need  to  seize  new  opportunities  and 
tackle  new  challenges  in  world  trade.  This 
is  an  important  aspect  of  the  FFA  conven¬ 
tion  theme,  “Leadership  for  a  Growing 
Planet.”  In  the  GATT  talks,  these  Uruguay 
round  GATT  talks  on  trade  that  we’re  now 
engaged  in,  we’re  engaged  in  what  I  hope 
will  be  the  final  battle  against  agricultural 
protectionism  around  the  world.  As  many  of 
you  know,  I  met  face  to  face  just  last  Satur¬ 
day  with  the  European  Community  leaders. 
That  was  in  The  Netherlands  last  week. 
And  I  made  it  plain  that  American  agricul¬ 
ture  and  American  agribusiness  stand  for 
free  and  fair  trade.  We  want  to  complete  a 
good  GATT  deal  that  opens  more  markets 
for  American  exports  and  launches  a  boom¬ 
ing  new  generation  of  trade.  American 
farmers  can  compete  with  anybody,  any¬ 
where  in  the  world. 

We’re  on  our  way  toward  achieving  an 
excellent  bargain  for  more  trade  and  more 
jobs  through  our  efforts  with  Mexico  and 
Canada.  The  North  American  free  trade 
area  will  present  your  generation  some  fan¬ 
tastic,  some  exciting  opportunities.  And  so 
will  the  free-market  transformation  of  the 
former  Soviet  empire.  Economic  growth 
and  stability  in  the  former  Soviet  Union  and 
in  Eastern  Europe  ultimately  will  make 
them  better  trading  partners  with  the 
United  States.  And  now  that  the  good 
people  of  those  lands  have  thrown  off  the 
chains  of  communism,  we  intend  to  help 
them  in  their  economic  transition. 

Let  me  say  something  else  about  my  ef¬ 
forts  to  promote  our  exports.  I  am  not  going 
to  apologize  for  a  single  moment  that  I 
devote  to  promoting  America’s  interests 
abroad.  Some  of  my  critics  act  as  if  the 
global  marketplace  is  off  somewhere  in  Asia 
or  in  Europe.  But  you  and  I  know  it  is  right 
here  in  Kansas  City  and  in  Birmingham  and 
Bakersfield  and  the  Silicon  Valley. 

Every  additional  billion  dollars  in  new  ex¬ 
ports — listen  to  this  one — every  one  means 
20,000  new  American  jobs.  And  when  I 
fight  for  free  and  fair  trade  in  Latin  Amer¬ 


ica  or  East  Asia  or  Europe,  some  will  carp 
and  claim  that  I’m  pursuing  foreign  instead 
of  domestic  policy.  Well,  to  borrow  a  word 
you  all  understand,  and  I’ll  try  to  clean  it 
up  for  you,  that  is  hogwash.  The  whole  line 
of  argument  is  misleading.  But  I  don’t  think 
the  American  people  are  misled,  and  I 
don’t  believe  you’re  misled.  I’m  sure  you 
understand  that  what  I’m  working  at  is  a 
real-world  approach  to  creating  more  jobs 
and  more  wealth  for  Americans  in  America. 

And  it’s  a  life  of  challenge  ahead.  It’s  a 
life  of  challenge  ahead  for  you  and  your 
generation.  We’re  looking  to  you  for  fresh 
ideals  and  energy  to  renew  our  schools,  our 
businesses,  and  our  government  institutions. 
We’re  counting  on  you  to  become  the 
Schwarzeneggers  of  a  tough  global  market¬ 
place.  You’ll  need  training,  discipline,  crea¬ 
tivity,  and  alert  minds  to  seize  new  ideas 
and  opportunities. 

Is  this  a  tall  order?  Well,  sure  it  is.  But 
looking  at  you,  I  know  that  you’ll  achieve 
everything  we  expect  of  you,  more. 

As  all  of  you  know  there’s  been  some 
recent  developments  on  the  peace  front 
that  I  think  are  terribly  important  to  all  of 
you.  As  we  convened  an  historic  conference 
in  Madrid  to  get  those  talks  started  on  a 
Middle  East  peace,  and  when  I  worked 
with  President  Gorbachev  and  President 
Yeltsin  or  the  leaders  of  Eastern  Europe  as 
they  struggled  to  build  societies  founded 
upon  freedom  and  the  rule  of  law,  or  when 
we  moved  to  repel  a  brutal  dictator’s  inva¬ 
sion  of  Kuwait,  in  all  of  these  ways  we  are 
assuring  a  more  peaceful  world  for  your 
generation  and  the  next. 

And  so,  let  the  isolationists  turn  their 
backs  on  the  historic  opportunities  that  are 
before  us.  I  cannot  give  up  on  the  quest  for 
peace  on  Earth.  I  owe  it  to  your  generation 
and  the  next  generation  to  continue  to  lead, 
to  use  America’s  moral  leadership  towards 
that  end.  And  I  will  not  change  my  ways. 
I’ll  continue  to  work  for  world  peace,  and 
that’s  good  for  everybody  in  this  room  and 
all  across  the  United  States. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  speak.  And  let  me  put  it  in  perspec¬ 
tive.  What  you’re  doing  is  important:  Your 
concept  of  leadership  is  important;  your 
commitment  to  agricultural  America  is  im- 


1453 


N0V.  13  /  Administration  of  George  Busk ,  1991 


portant.  So,  have  some  fun  while  you’re 
here  in  Kansas  City,  but  remember  you  are 
engaged  in  the  future  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  And  God  bless  you,  and  may 
God  bless  our  great  country.  Thank  you 
very,  very  much. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:10  p.m.  to 
the  national  convention  meeting  in  the 
Kansas  City  Municipal  Auditorium.  In  his 
remarks ,  he  referred  to  Mark  Timm ,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  remarks ,  the  President  traveled 
to  St.  Louis,  MO. 


Interview  With  Don  Marsh  of  KTVI-TV  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

November  13,  1991 


Unemployment  Compensation  Bill 

Q.  Mr.  President,  let’s  make  some  news. 
You’ve  just  talked  to  Mr.  Dole,  Senator 
Dole;  you’ve  got  some  news  for  us. 

The  President.  Well,  I  talked  to  Senator 
Dole  and  Congressman  Bob  Michel,  our 
leader  in  the  House.  I  congratulated  the 
Speaker,  Speaker  Foley,  Chairman  Rosten- 
kowski  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
both  our  leaders.  And  it  looks  like  we  now 
have,  at  long  last,  an  unemployment  com¬ 
pensation  bill  that  will  get  money  into  the 
hands  of  those  whose  benefits  have  run  out 
and  will  do  it  without  burdening  every 
other  taxpayer.  By  that  I  mean,  do  it  within 
the  budget  agreement. 

So,  it’s  good  news.  It’s  a  compromise,  but 
it’s  long  overdue.  And  I  now  hope  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate  pass  it  promptly.  And 
according  to  the  leaders  I  talked  to  and 
then  their  Democratic  counterparts,  they 
feel  that  it  will  pass. 

Q.  No  doubt  about  the  signature. 

The  President.  No  doubt  about  the  signa¬ 
ture  if  it  stays  the  way  this  deal  has  been 
hammered  out,  absolutely. 

The  Economy 

Q.  I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  the  econo¬ 
my,  as  I’m  sure  all  the  people  who  follow 
me  will.  Mr.  Bush,  since  you  took  office, 
25,000  Missourians  have  lost  their  jobs.  Ron 
Brown,  on  the  radio  yesterday,  said  the 
least  amount  of  economic  growth  of  any 
administration  since  Herbert  Hoover  during 
your  administration.  That’s  a  lot  of  heavy 
baggage  to  carry  to  ’92,  isn’t  it? 

The  President.  Yes,  any  time  the  recession 
is  upon  you,  and  it’s  not  now,  but  anytime 


the  economy  is  slow  it’s  a  problem.  But  I’m 
disinclined  to  listen  to  much  that  Ron 
Brown  says,  but  what  we’re  trying  to  do  is 
get  some  people  in  the  Congress,  like  the 
two  Senators  we  have  from  Missouri,  who 
understand  what  it  takes  to  get  this  econo¬ 
my  growing  and  will  not  continue  to  bust 
the  budget  agreement  that  we  struggled  to 
get — in  other  words,  spending  too  much — 
and  will  pass  some  of  what  I’ve  called  upon 
to  stimulate  the  economy  and  kick  this  job 
base. 

And  I’m  a  little  more  optimistic  now 
about  that.  And  there’s  been  some  good 
news  recently.  The  credit  card  companies 
are  apparently  starting  down  on  the  inter¬ 
est  rates.  The  interest  rates  are  down  to 
almost  historic  lows  now.  Inflation  is  still 
under  control.  But  it  needs  a  boost  of  confi¬ 
dence;  that’s  what  it  needs. 

Q.  But  interest  rates  are  down,  but 
nobody  is  buying  anything.  They’re  not 
buying  houses.  They’re  not  buying  cars. 
They’re  not  buying  anything. 

The  President.  I  know,  and  you  could — 
the  rates  would  be  very  good  for  that.  But  I 
think  it’s  strictly  confidence.  And  I  think 
that  the  fundamentals  are  getting  better. 
They’re  not  perfect  yet.  But  it  will  kick  in, 
and  in  the  meantime,  everybody’s  got  to 
keep  doing  the  best  they  can.  But  I  can’t  go 
along — and  I  mentioned  this  unemployment 
benefits  bill — and  do  it  in  a  way  that’s  going 
to  make  things  worse.  I  want  to  make 
things  better. 

Q.  Is  the  need  for  confidence  the  reason 
why  you’re  so  reluctant  to  use  that  “R” 
word? 

The  President  Which  is  the  “R”  word? 
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happened.  I  was  walking  across  the  school 
campus.  And  it  just  changed  my  life  and  the 
life  of  everybody  then.  The  country  pulled 
together  like  never  before  in  our  history, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  World  War  I, 
but  Fd  say  even  like  never  before  in  our 
history. 

There  was  an  evil  out  there:  totalitarian¬ 
ism.  And  we  prevailed.  And  that  spirit  that 
existed  in  World  War  II  was  epitomized  by 
Desert  Storm.  Different  war,  different 
scope,  different  duration,  different  body 
count,  but  that  same  spirit  of  the  country 
coming  together  is  what  I  remember  about 
World  War  II. 

US. -Japanese  Relations 

Q.  Just  a  couple  of  seconds.  It’s  unfair — 
don’t  answer  if  you  don’t  want  to.  A  lot  of 
the  veterans  I’ve  talked  to  think  that  the 
Japanese  won  that  war,  at  least  economical¬ 
ly. 

The  President  I  don’t  agree  with  that. 
And  it’s  very  easy  for  somebody  that  fought 
in  that  war,  as  I  did,  to  go  through  what’s 
now  known  as  Japanese  bashing.  But  that’s 
not  the  way  you  approach  something  like 
this.  They’re  democratic.  They’ve  got  to  let 
us  into  their  markets  more.  One  of  the  rea¬ 


sons  I’m  determined  to  go  on  this  trip  is  to 
do  a  better  job  of  getting  them  to  open 
markets. 

But  I  don’t  think  this  is  a  time  for  re¬ 
crimination  and  anger.  And  you’re  talking 
to  one  that  got  shot  down  by  the  Japanese. 
So,  I’ve  been  there,  and  I  can  speak  with 
some  perspective.  But  I  can  understand 
when  competition  is  there,  but  the  last 
thing  we  ought  to  do  is  do  what  some  are 
suggesting  and  pull  into  some  fortress 
America,  because  my  memory  also  goes 
back  to  the  Depression  in  the  thirties  when 
we  thought  we  were  going  to  isolate  our¬ 
selves  by  being  protectionistic.  And  what 
happened,  you  shrunk  the  entire  job 
market.  Thank  God  we  are  exporting  now, 
or  a  lot  more  people  in  Missouri  would  be 
hurting. 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much.  Our  time  is  up. 

The  President.  Nice  to  see  you. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  4:20  p.m.  in 
the  Radisson  Hotel,  St.  Louis  Airport.  In  his 
remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Ronald 
Brown,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Nation¬ 
al  Committee.  A  tape  was  not  available  for 
verification  of  the  content  of  this  file  this 
interview. 


Interview  With  Richard  Ford  of  KSDK-TV  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
November  13,  1991 


The  Economy 

Q.  Well,  I  guess  you  know  everybody’s 
anxious  to  talk  about  the  economy. 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  it  is  the  economy  I  want  to  talk 
about,  too.  And  I  might  preface  this,  Mr. 
President,  saying  some  of  the  questions  I’m 
asking  reflect  some  feedback  that  we  get 
from  our  audience.  And  here  in  Missouri, 
for  instance,  the  economy  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  as  stagnant  in  the  St.  Louis  area  for 
a  couple  of  years:  Unemployment  about  6.8 
percent  and  not  really  changing  very  much; 
25,000  manufacturing  lost  in  the  last  year 
alone;  people  out  of  work  who  have  never 
been  out  of  work  before  and  not  the  chron¬ 
ically  unemployed.  And  I’m  getting  a  sense 


of  maybe  frustration,  maybe  even  anger  on 
the  part  of  these  people.  And  I  wonder, 
what  can  you  tell  them?  What  can  you  tell 
them  about  the  future? 

The  President.  I  can  tell  them  we’ve  been 
through  a  tough  time.  We’ve  been  through 
a  recession.  And  I  say  through  because 
technically  I  don’t  believe  this  country  is  in 
a  recession.  In  this  area,  we’ve  had  some 
economic  dislocations  because  of  our  suc¬ 
cess,  the  success  in  beating  down  a  military 
threat  that  still  exists,  incidentally,  but  has 
enabled  us  to  make  some  substantial  cut¬ 
backs  on  defense.  And  so,  what  we’ve  got  to 
do  is  to  “incent”  this  economy  in  the  ways 
I’ve  been  proposing  to  the  Congress  for  2 
years.  And  I’m  talking  about  capital  gains, 
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R&D,  IRA’s,  enterprise  zones;  a  transporta¬ 
tion  bill  would  kick  the  economy  right  now. 

So,  we’ve  got  some  answers.  I’ve  got  a  big 
problem  with  the  Congress.  And  apparently 
the  people  blame  the  Congress.  I’ll  take  my 
share  of  the  blame.  But  we’re  going 
through  a  transitional  period  here,  and 
we’ve  got  to  help  these  people. 

Q.  One  of  your  biggest  critics  in  Con¬ 
gress,  of  course,  is  St.  Louis  Representative 
Richard  Gephardt - 

The  President  Yes,  he  is. 

Q .  - who  says  you  have  no  sense  of 

leadership.  You’re  frozen  by  insensitivity  to 
what  people  are  thinking. 

The  President  I’m  disinclined  to  respond 
to  those  kinds  of  personal  attacks.  I  don’t 
agree  with  that,  and  the  American  people, 
fortunately,  don’t  agree  with  that.  I  think 
the  American  people  see  Congress  as  a 
major  stumbling  block,  and  he  happens  to 
be  the  leader  of  the  House  over  there.  And 
if  they  would  go  forward  and  do  some  of 
the  things  I’ve  asked,  I  think  we’d  be  far 
further  along  in  the  economy. 

But  today,  for  example,  we  get  a  break¬ 
through  on  unemployment  compensation, 
helping  people  whose  benefits  ran  out.  But 
we  did  it  by  beating  back  a  lot  of  bad  ideas 
that  would  bust  the  budget  agreement  and 
tax  all  the  people  that  are  working,  the  94 
percent  of  the  people  that  are  working. 
And  I  don’t  want  to  do  that.  And  I  have  a 
big  difference  with  the  liberal  ideology  of 
the  leadership  in  the  Congress. 

Unemployment 

Q.  Some  cynics  might  say  that  you  agreed 
to  that  unemployment  benefit  extension  be¬ 
cause  the  polls  show  you  losing  in  populari¬ 
ty  or  losing  in  this  rate  of  approval. 

The  President  Some  cynics  might  say 
that,  but  they  don’t  know  the  facts.  The 
facts  are,  if  the  Democrats  had  done  what 
they’re  willing  to  do  now,  we  could  have 
had  a  bill  2  months  ago .  and  should  have. 
But  they  asked  me  to  bust  the  budget 
agreement  and  further  tax  the  94  percent 
of  the  people  that  are  working.  And  by 
standing  up  and  saying,  “No,  we’re  not 
going  to  do  it  that  way,”  we’re  going  to 
beat  back  the  liberal  idea  that  you  can  just 
keep  on  spending  forever  that  got  us  par¬ 
tially  in  the  mix  we’re  in  now.  And  so,  I  had 


to  stand  up  against  it. 

But  now,  apparently,  we’ve  got  a  deal. 
Haven’t  got  it  passed  yet,  but  it’s  a  good 
compromise.  But  I  don’t  think  somebody 
will  charge  that  because  they  can  see  the 
evidence  of  the  legislation. 

Q.  You’re  familiar  with  this  Times-Mirror 
poll  that  was  taken  that  showed  this  drop  in 
popularity.  There  was  another  statistic  in 
that  poll  that’s  disturbing  to  some,  that  39 
percent  of  those  polled  are  afraid  that  some 
member  of  their  family  is  going  to  lose 
their  job.  And  isn’t  it  very  difficult  for 
people  to  spend  money  to  stimulate  the 
economy  when  they  live  with  this  fear - 

The  President  Yes. 

Q .  - that  maybe  they’re  going  to  be 

unemployed? 

The  President  Yes,  yes,  it  is. 

Q.  What  do  we  do  about  that? 

The  President  What  we  do  about  it  is 
passing  the  incentive  programs  that  I’ve  got 
up  before  the  Congress.  I’m  not  sure  that 
will  happen  now  because  Congress  is  going 
to  go  out,  and  I  think  they  should  go  out. 
It’s  long  overdue  that  they  go  out  in  my 
opinion.  And  then  I  will  make  some  propos¬ 
als  at  the  State  of  the  Union  Message  and 
take  my  case  directly  to  the  American 
people.  And  I  think  they’ll  support  me.  I 
hope  things  are  better  by  then.  But  even  if 
they’re  not,  I’m  going  to  have  a  program 
that  I  will  look  the  American  people  in  the 
eye  and  say,  “Look,  they’ve  tried  it  their 
way.  I’ve  had  to  block  some  of  the  lousy 
ideas  that  the  Democratic  leadership  has 
come  up  with.  And  here’s  what  I  think  is 
best.  Now,  you  back  me,  and  let’s  try  to  get 
it  done.” 

But  you’re  right,  confidence  is  a  big,  key 
thing.  But  there’s  some  good  news  on  that. 
Interest  rates  are  down,  and  today  yet 
there’s  another  very  important  credit  card 
company  came  down  on  their  rates.  At 
some  point  when  people  see  the  rates  are 
where  they  are,  I  believe  you’re  going  to 
see  confidence  start  back  in  housing  or  in 
consumer  buying.  And  that’s  what  the  econ¬ 
omy  needs. 

Q.  But  people  don’t  have  jobs,  sir.  They 
don’t  have  any  income.  They  don’t  care 
what  the  interest  rate  is.  They  can’t  spend 
any  money.  They  can’t  borrow  any  money. 
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The  President  That’s  right,  6  percent. 

Q.  Their  credit  cards  are  maxed  out  al¬ 
ready. 

The  President  There’s  94  percent  of  the 
people  that  can  stimulate  the  economy  and 
help  create  jobs,  however. 

Transportation  Bill 

Q.  Two  Governors  were  in  town  here 
yesterday,  both  Republicans,  Ashcroft  and 
Edgar  from  Illinois.  And  they  say  we  need  a 
new  bridge  across  the  river,  a  very  expen¬ 
sive  bridge  that  has  to  be  built.  The  rest  of 
the  infrastructure  here  could  be  helped.  I 
was  just  wondering  if  you  would  approve  or 
consider  some  sort  of  WPA  kind  of  thing.  If 
you  will,  that  would  stimulate  the  economy 
and  also  rebuild  the  infrastructure. 

The  President  Before  we  need  a  whole 
new  WPA  program,  what  we  need  is — 
you’re  right,  we  need  to  do  something 
about  the  infrastructure.  And  they  ought  to 
pass  our  transportation  bill.  You  remember 
last  March  when  I  challenged  the  Congress 
to  pass  it  in  100  days?  Said,  “Hey,  you  guys 
are  sitting  around  here.  Can’t  you  at  least 
pass  something  that  will  help  the  infrastruc¬ 
ture,  help  the  highway  system  in  100  days?” 
It’s  now  how  many  months  later?  We  might 
still  get  it  before  the  end  of  this  session.  But 
I’m  a  little  bit  skeptical. 

But  that’s  the  kind  of  thing  we  ought  to 
do  rather  than  go  out  and  try  to  think  of 
some  big  new  way  to  spend  money.  We’ve 
got  a  good  transportation  bill  that  would  do 


exactly  what  you’re  talking  about.  Now, 
whether  it  takes  care  of  that  bridge  or  not, 
I  don’t  know. 

Sale  of  F-15rs  to  Saudi  Arabia 

Q.  Not  far  from  here,  we  have  a  McDon- 
nell-Douglas  plant,  where  you’ve  already  al¬ 
luded  there’s  a  lot  of  unemployment  be¬ 
cause  of  defense  cutbacks.  Will  you  support 
the  sale  of  F-15’s  to  Saudi  Arabia  that 
would  keep  employment  there  at  a  good 
level  through  the  next  several  years? 

The  President  We  have  no  requests,  and 
I’ll  consider  all  these  requests  when  they 
come  to  me.  We  have  no  requests  yet. 

Q.  For  the  F-15’s  sale - 

The  President  Yes. 

Q . - not  formally  been  made  yet? 

The  President  No. 

Wage  Levels 

Q.  There’s  an  economist — and  this  will  be 
my  last  chat  here — who  says  that  it’s  not 
high  taxes  and  it’s  not  high  interest  rates 
that  are  the  problem,  it’s  low  wages,  that 
people  aren’t  making  enough  money  in  this 
country  because  all  of  our  manufacturing 
jobs  have  gone  someplace  else.  Do  you 
think  there’s  any  truth  in  that? 

The  President  No,  I  don’t  think  there’s 
any  truth  in  that. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  4:30  p.m.  at 
the  Radisson  Hotel ,  St  Louis  Airport  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  interview. 


Interview  With  Julius  Hunter  of  KMOV-TV  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

November  13,  1991 


Domestic  and  Foreign  Policy  Interaction 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’re  being  given 
worldwide  acclaim  for  your  foreign  policy 
programs  or  foreign  policy  initiatives,  but 
your  critics  are  crying  a  lot.  I  mean,  I’m 
sure  you’ve  heard  that  crying  recently  that 
you,  during  the  last  3  years,  have  not 
looked  homeward  and  have  not  taken  care 
of  business  at  home.  How  do  you  respond  to 
that? 

The  President.  I  think  they’re  not  telling 


the  truth.  I  think  that  in  the  first  place,  I 
see  the  world  as  one  great  big  market.  And 
I  think  every  time  we  export,  we’re  doing 
something  good.  So,  when  I  go,  like  the 
other  day,  to  an  EC  meeting  in  The  Hague 
and  try  to  expand  our  agricultural  sales  that 
are  very  important  in  Missouri,  try  to 
expand  those  around  the  world,  I  think 
that’s  in  the  American  interest. 

Secondly,  I  think  world  peace  is  in  the 
interest  of  your  kids  and  mine  and  our 
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grandchildren.  And  I’m  going  to  continue 
to  work  on  that. 

Thirdly,  I  have  a  good  domestic  agenda 
program.  But  my  problem  is,  the  liberal 
Democrats  that  control  both  Houses  of  the 
Congress  want  to  try  it  some  other  way.  So 
what  I  have  to  do  is  keep  proposing  and 
reproposing,  make  compromises  as  we  did 
on  child  care  and  clean  air  and  some  of 
these  bills  that  are  important,  and  then 
keep  fighting  for  my  agenda:  The  crime 
bill,  the  transportation  bill,  and  these  other 
growth  measures  that  I’ve  talked  about.  But 
it  isn’t  easy. 

In  foreign  affairs,  when  we  went  to  win  a 
war  I  didn’t  have  to  ask  the  leadership  of 
the  Democratic  Congress  whether  it’s  okay. 
“Hey,  is  it  all  right  if  I  move  this  division 
there?  Is  it  okay  if  we  send  Schwarzkopf 
here  or  there?”  I  didn’t  have  to  do  that.  I’m 
the  President,  made  something  happen.  It’s 
different  on  domestic  affairs.  You’re  always 
fighting  some  tired,  in  my  view,  tired  old 
ideas  up  there. 

VI  Elections 

Q.  Speaking  of  tired  old  ideas,  do  you 
detect  a  swing  in  voters’  mood  in  the  coun¬ 
try?  Witness  the  defeat  of  Buddy  Roemer  in 
Louisiana,  the  rise  of  David  Duke,  and  the 
defeat  of  Dick  Thornburgh,  your  hand¬ 
picked  guy  for  the  Senate  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  President.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  the 
Buddy  Roemer  was  a  terrible  blow  because 
it  gave  rise  to  a  very  tough  choice  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  But  I  have  said  publicly,  and  I’ll  say 
again:  I  couldn’t  be  silent  in  the  face  of  a 
man  who  is  an  ex-Nazi,  who  is  a  bigot, 
whose  past  is  full  of  racism.  So,  I’ve  spoken 
out  on  that.  And  the  only  worry  I’ve  got  on 
that  one  is  will  that  help  Duke  or  hurt  him, 
because  Louisianians  are  proud.  I  used  to 
work  over  there.  They  don’t  like  people 
coming  in  from  outside  telling  them  what 
to  do.  But  when  you  have  a  man  that 
denies  the  Holocaust  or  is  bigoted  against 
minorities,  I’ve  got  to  speak  out.  I  owe  the 
country  that  kind  of  moral  leadership. 

On  the  Thornburgh  matter,  yes,  I’m  con¬ 
cerned,  but  I  also  was  delighted  when  Gov¬ 
ernor  Florio  of  New  Jersey  said,  “This  is  a 
referendum  on  President  Bush,  the  elec¬ 
tions  here.”  And  we  swept  both  Houses.  So, 
there  was  some  good  news  for  us  and  some 


not  so  good. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  might  have  to  take 
the  unprecedented  step  of  backing  David 
Duke’s  opponent,  the  Democrat? 

The  President.  Well,  I’ve  done  that.  Yes, 
I’ve  said  that,  that  if  I  were  down  there  I’d 
vote  for  Edwards.  But  again,  the  risk  on 
that  is  that  you  are  counterproductive.  But 
I  feel  so  strongly  that  we  must  speak  up 
against  racism  and  bigotry  that  I  was 
pleased  to  do  that,  in  the  sense  that  it’s  the 
principled  thing  to  do.  But  I’m  not  sure  of 
the  election  effect. 

The  Economy 

Q.  You’re  in  an  area  with  extremely  high 
unemployment,  and  there  are  a  lot  of 
people  who  are  struggling  to  make  ends 
meet  right  now.  There  are  the  homeless 
and  the  hungry  in  this  country,  those  who 
are  in  despair.  It  might  be  difficult  for  them 
to  believe  that  the  recession  is  truly  over. 
Might  you  be  getting  a  picture  painted  for 
you  by  your  chief  economic  advisers  that  is 
rosier  than  it  actually  is  out  there  in  the 
jungle,  in  the  real  world? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  that’s  the 
case,  but  I  think  there  is  a  danger  of  when 
you  say  the  recession  is  over  that  people 
who  are  out  of  work,  and  it’s  6.8  percent  or 
something  of  that  nature,  misunderstand 
that.  We  had  a  period  of  growth  in  the 
third  quarter,  and  the  definition  of  reces¬ 
sion  is  two  negative  quarters  in  a  row.  Well, 
we  had  a  positive  quarter.  But  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  is  the  growth  is  slow.  It’s  anemic. 
And  what  we  ought  to  do  is  pass  some  of 
the  growth  measures  that  I’ve  got  before 
this  Congress  to  stimulate  growth  and  move 
forward  on  things  like  home-ownership  and 
tenant  management  and  a  whole  new  ap¬ 
proach.  But  I’m  having  difficulty  with  the 
leadership  in  the  Congress,  frankly.  They’re 
thinking  old,  tired  thoughts. 

And  the  American  people  see  this.  I’ll 
take  my  share  of  the  blame,  but  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  are  right  when  in  survey  after 
survey  they  blame  Congress,  as  many  as 
four  times  as  much  as  the  President.  But 
this  isn’t  a  question  of  blame;  it’s  a  question 
of  trying  to  help  somebody.  And  I’ll  contin¬ 
ue  to  reach  out  to  Congress,  but  I  can’t 
accept  bad  legislation  that’s  going  to  hurt 
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everybody  in  the  country. 

Health  Care 

Q.  There  are  34  million  Americans  with 
no  health  care  insurance.  And  the  plan 
that’s  been  recently  offered  by  business  and 
labor  leaders,  you’re  opposed  to  that  plan. 
What  would  you  say  to  those  34  million 
Americans  who  might  seem  to  think  that 
you’re  not  interested  in  them  getting  health 
care? 

The  President  I’d  say  we’re  going  to  have 
a  health  care  program.  We’ve  got  some 
good  programs  under  HHS  Secretary  Louis 
Sullivan.  But  there  are  60  programs  that 
have  been  put  out.  There’s  another  one, 
maybe  that’s  the  one  you’re  referring  to 
today,  that  came  out  that  Jimmy  Carter  and 
Gerald  Ford  were  on.  The  price  tag  on 
some  of  these  are  enormous.  And  we’ve  got 
to  have  a  comprehensive  program  where 
we  do  something  about  the  costs  that  have 
accelerated  so  much  and  try,  at  the  same 
time,  to  provide  health  care  for  all. 

The  program,  as  I  see  it,  that  was  pro¬ 
posed  today  looks  very  much  like  the  one 
that  they  proposed  in  Massachusetts.  And 
they  put  it  in,  and  then  the  voters  rebelled 
because  it  cost  everybody  way  too  much 
money.  And  we  simply  have  got  to  be  sure 
that  when  we  get  one,  and  we’re  going  to 
have  a  proposal,  that  it  is  not  going  to  bust 
the  back  of  everybody  else  or  put  people 
out  of  work. 

You’re  concerned;  so  am  I,  about  jobs. 
And  you  don’t  want  to  say  to  every  small 
business,  “You’re  going  to  be  rendered  un¬ 
competitive  because  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  is  going  to  impose  mandates  on  you.” 


’92  Election 

Q  I  know  you  don’t  want  to  aid  and  abet 
the  enemy,  but  is  there  any  Democrat  that 
you  would  be  loathe  to  run  against  in  the 
next  election? 

The  President  If  there  was  I  probably 
wouldn’t  tell  you  about  him.  But,  no,  look, 
I’ve  always  said  I’ll  have  a  tough  race.  I’m 
confident  that  I’ll  prevail.  And  I  want  very 
much,  if  I  decide  to  be  an  official  candidate, 
to  prevail. 

Q .  If  you  decide? 

The  President  But  I  don’t  go  along  with 
the  common  wisdom  as  to  who’s  the  tough¬ 
est  or  not.  The  media  frenzy  back  in  the 
East  I  expect — I  hope  it’s  kind  of  been 
avoided  out  here  in  this  very  sensible  part 
of  the  country — but  they  have  picked  some 
that  they  think  are  the  toughest.  But  let  the 
American  people  decide  this.  And  let  the 
Democrats  sort  it  out  in  their  own  primar¬ 
ies,  and  then  I’ll  take  on  whatever  they 
offer  up. 

Q.  If  you  decide  to  run? 

The  President  If  I  decide  to  run.  And  I’ve 
said,  though,  and  not  being  cute  about  it, 
that  the  only  reason  that  I  can  foresee 
would  be  if  I  had  some  health  problem, 
That  came  up  last  year,  but  I  feel  like  a 
million  bucks  right  now — before  taxes, 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President 

The  President  Good  to  see  you. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  4:40  p.m.  ir 
the  Radisson  Hotel ,  St  Louis  Airport  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  oj 
the  content  of  this  interview. 


Interview  With  Steve  Schiff  of  KPLR-TV  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

November  13 ,  1991 


Domestic  and  Foreign  Policy  Interaction 

Q.  Mr.  Bush,  you’ve  been  getting  a  lot  of 
criticism  from  your  detractors  who  say  that 
you’ve  been  spending  too  much  time 
abroad.  Have  you  been  spending  too  much 
time  abroad? 

The  President  No. 


Q.  How  do  you  respond  to  them? 

The  President  I  responded,  when  I  go  tc 
The  Hague  on  a  GATT  meeting,  trade 
meeting,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  oper 
up  agricultural  markets  to  American  prod 
ucts,  that  that’s  good  for  the  Americar 
farmer.  It  s  good  for  the  American  agricul 
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tural  worker.  When  I  go  to  the  peace  con¬ 
ference  in  Madrid,  I  happen  to  think  that  it 
is  in  the  national  interest  to  try  to  help 
bring  peace  to  that  troubled  corner  of  the 
world.  When  we  stand  up  against  Saddam 
Hussein’s  aggression  and  beat  back  that,  I 
think  it’s  in  the  American  interest.  When  I 
go  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  work  with  Yelt¬ 
sin  and  Gorbachev  in  turning  over  that 
whole  system,  helping  them  now  move 
down  democracy’s  road,  that’s  in  our  pure 
economic  interest.  And  when  I’m  going  to 
go  to  Japan,  it  will  be  in  the  same  thing. 
We’ve  got  to  open  up  those  markets. 

So,  I  think  there’s  a  frustration  on  the 
part  of  the  Democrats,  some  of  them  that 
make  these  silly  charges  because  they  don’t 
put  it  in  the  perspective  of  a  global  econo¬ 
my.  We’re  in  a  small  world.  And  thank  God 
we  have  the  exports  we’ve  got,  or  you’d 
have  much  tougher  economic  times  right 
here  in  this  State  that’s  hurting. 

That’s  the  way  I’d  respond  to  it. 

'92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  your  domestic 
agenda  with  election  right  around  the 
corner?  Are  there  certain  things  that  you 
want  to  address  more  than  others? 

The  President  Well,  definitely.  The  crime 
bill,  it’s  been  up  there;  challenged  them  in 
March  to  100  days  to  pass,  and  it  hasn’t 
passed.  A  transportation  bill  that  is  job-con¬ 
centrated  that  would  help  the  economy  im¬ 
mediately;  I  challenged  them  to  100  days. 
It’s  now,  what,  265  days  later  or  something 
like  that.  I  want  to  see  us  do  much  better  in 
terms  of  growth.  I  happen  to  believe,  and 
they  dump  on  me,  the  Democrats,  on  cap¬ 
ital  gains.  I  think  that  would  stimulate  small 
business  and  create  new  businesses  and  new 
jobs,  and  it  would  make  us  more  competi¬ 
tive  abroad.  We’ve  got  IRA’s  that  would 
kick  off  first-home  buyers  savings.  We’ve 
got  all  kinds  in  growth  programs.  Enter¬ 
prise  zones  is  another  one  that  I  think 
would  help. 

But  we’re  up  against  the  Democrats  in 
the  Congress  who  want  to  try  to  do  it  their 
way.  I  think  I  was  elected  to  do  the  things 
I’ve  told  you  I’m  trying  to  do.  But  it  makes 
it  very  difficult. 


Unemployment  Compensation  Bill 

Q.  What  about  this  extension  of  the  un¬ 
employment  benefits?  There  seems  to  be 
some  bickering  today  between  Democrats 
and  Republicans  in  Washington,  some  of 
the  Democrats  saying  that  it’s  going  to  lead 
to  a  tax  increase. 

The  President  We  just  got  a  break¬ 
through  on  that  a  few  minutes  ago.  And  I 
talked  to  Bob  Dole,  Bob  Michel,  thanked 
them;  thanked  Speaker  Foley,  the  leader  of 
the  Democrats  in  the  House;  Chairman  Ros- 
tenkowski,  the  Democratic  leader  of  the 
Ways  and  Means,  because  we’ve  come  to 
agreement  now  in  a  way  that  operates 
within  the  budget  agreement  and,  thus, 
won’t  raise  people’s  taxes. 

My  argument  with  the  unemployment 
bill  that  was  passed  before  is  they  just 
wanted  to  bust  the  budget  agreement,  just 
added  to  the  burden  for  the  94  percent  of 
the  people  who  are  working.  And  so  we 
finally  prevailed  on  this,  provided  the 
Senate  votes  for  it.  So,  I  think  there’s  good 
news  there  on  the  economic  front,  certainly 
on  the  front  for  those  who  should  have 
been  getting  these  checks  long  ago.  We 
want  to  help  people  that  are  hurting,  whose 
benefits  have  run  out. 

But  it’s  the  President  that  has  to  protect 
all  the  people.  And  that’s  what  I  think 
we’ve  done  now.  So,  I  don’t  know  that  criti¬ 
cism  is  relevant  anymore.  I  hope  not. 

AIDS 

Q.  Let’s  turn  to  the  AIDS  issue.  Why 
don’t  we  have  a  national  AIDS  bill? 

The  President  To  do  what?  What  would 
an  AIDS  bill  do? 

Q.  Well,  I  don’t  know,  I’m  asking  you. 
The  President  Well,  if  you’re  asking  me, 
we’re  doing  a  good  job  on  research.  We’re 
spending  far  more  per  victim  on  AIDS  re¬ 
search  than  we  are  on  heart  disease  or 
cancer,  which  are  far  greater  killers.  We’ve 
got  to  do  more  in  the  education  front  on 
AIDS.  When  I  talked  to  the  researchers  at 
National  Institutes  of  Health,  I  think  they 
feel  that  they  could  use  more  money,  but  I 
don’t  think  they  feel  a  shortage  of  research 
funds  is  what’s  important. 

We  are  trying  to  speed  AIDS  research 
drugs  to  market  even  though  some  are 
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going  to  accuse  us  of  getting  them  there 
before  they’ve  been  fully  tested.  I  think 
maybe  we  need  to  do  more  in  terms  of 
education.  And  that’s  one  reason  I’d  like  to 
see  Magic  Johnson  on  our  National  AIDS 
Commission,  if  he  feels  that  it  s  something 
he’s  interested  in  doing. 

But  I  don’t  think  there’s  an  AIDS  bill. 
The  reason  I  asked  you  is  because  I  thought 
maybe  there  was  some  AIDS  bill  I’m  not 
familiar  with.  And  I  think  this  approach  to 
sensitize  people  on  the  health  consider¬ 
ations  is  important.  AIDS  is  a  disease  where 
behavior  has  a  lot  to  do  with  whether  you 
get  the  disease  or  not,  unlike  cancer  or 
unlike  some  of  these  other  diseases.  So, 
maybe  we  need  to  do  more  in  the  educa¬ 
tion  field  here. 

Q.  Well,  it  just  seems  that  the  former 
Surgeon  General,  Mr.  Koop,  did  a  lot  of 
talking  until  he  was  criticized  about  it — too 
much  talking  about  AIDS.  And  now  Ms.  No- 
vello  doesn’t  seem  to  be  talking  too  much 
about  it  at  all. 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  that 
that’s  a  fair  criticism  because  I  think  she’s 
out  there  discussing  it,  trying  to  encourage 
people  to  look  at  it  as  a  major  national 
health  problem,  trying  to  dispel  some  of  the 
myths  about  AIDS.  I’ve  tried  to  do  that.  My 
wife  is  wonderful  at  that,  when  you  hold  an 
AIDS  baby  in  your  arms  to  show  that,  look, 
this  isn’t  something  that’s  going  to  be 
passed  just  from  casual  touching  like  this. 

But  look,  if  you  asked  me:  Am  I  happy 
with  my  role;  can  I  do  more?  Of  course,  I 
want  to  try  to  do  more.  But  it’s  not  a  func¬ 
tion  of  money,  is  the  point  I’m  trying  to 
make  here,  I  don’t  believe.  I  think  it’s  a 
function  of  education,  getting  people  to 
stop  doing  things  that  put  their  own  lives  at 
risk,  educate  people  to  that  end,  and  show  a 
certain  sense  of  compassion  for  the  victims 
of  AIDS. 


Louisiana  Gubernatorial  Election 

Q.  One  final  question,  Mr.  President.  A 
member  of  your  party  is  running  very 
strongly  down  in  Louisiana.  And  you  have 
been - 

The  President.  You  really  know  how  to 
hurt  a  guy.  [Laughter] 

Q.  And  you  have  been  quoted  as  saying 
that  if  you  lived  in  Louisiana,  you’d  vote  for 
Edwin  Edwards.  Do  you  feel  that  way? 

The  President.  I  haven’t  felt  too  happy 
about  the  choice;  I’ll  be  honest  with  you. 
But  look,  here’s  a  deal  where  normally  a 
President,  or  this  President,  wouldn’t  get 
into  a  local  race  of  this  nature.  Normally  I’d 
been  in  there  on  the  side  of  a  Republican,  if 
it’s  a  Republican  versus  Democrat.  But  this 
one’s  a  matter  of  conscience.  This  is  a 
matter  of  saying  to  the  Nation,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  we  must  not  condone  bigotry,  anti- 
Semitism,  racism,  the  ugliness  that’s  coming 
out  as  a  result  of  this  man  Duke’s  past. 

And  I’m  sorry  I — what  I  hope  I  haven’t 
done  is  to  inadvertently  let  him  use  this  to 
get  sympathy  inside  the  State.  But  here  I 
have  a  responsibility  in  the  Nation  to  say, 
“Look,  this  is  too  much.”  A  denial  of  the 
Holocaust,  when  I’ve  been  to  some  of  those 
places  and  seen  the  grim  tale  with  my  own 
eyes.  I  mean,  the  white  sheets,  I’m  sorry, 
it’s  too  ugly  to  sit  silent.  And  perhaps  I’ve 
helped  the  opponent.  Perhaps  I’ve  helped 
him.  But  I  have  to  speak  out  when  I  see 
that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much 
for  your  time. 

The  President.  Nice  to  see  you.  Thanks  a 
lot  for  coming  over. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  4:50  p.m.  at 
the  Radisson  Hotel ,  St.  Louis  Airport.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  interview. 
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Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Dinner  for  Senator  Christopher  S.  Bond 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
November  13,  1991 


Thank  you  so  much.  And  Kit,  thank  you. 
You’re  setting  the  tone.  Thank  all  of  you 
out  there  in  this  audience  for  supporting  a 
great  United  States  Senator  and  for  support¬ 
ing  this  party;  1992’s  a  critical  year.  And 
what  a  tremendous  sendoff  this  is. 

May  I  salute  Senator  Danforth.  And  thank 
you  for  being  a  tower  of  strength.  May  I 
salute  all  our  statewide  officers  that  are 
here.  I’m  also  told  that  hall-of-famers  Bobby 
Bell  and  Buck  Buchanan  are  here;  the  great 
Gatlin  Brothers,  great  friends  of  Kit’s  and 
mine  that  we’ll  hear  from  in  a  little  bit. 

And  I’m  just  delighted  all  of  you  could  be 
here.  My  brother,  I  would  like  to  single  him 
out,  my  brother  Buck,  finance  chairman. 
You’re  tired  of  hearing  from  him,  I  know, 
but  nevertheless  I’m  glad  to  see  him.  Talk 
about  all  in  the  family. 

Governor  Ashcroft,  whom  I  forgive  for 
declaring  broccoli  the  State  vegetable. 
[Laughter]  I  can’t  tell  you  how  closely  we 
work  with  this  Governor  and  how  much 
respect  I  have  for  his  judgment.  And  most 
of  all,  though,  we’re  to  salute  our  now  and 
future  Senator  Kit  Bond  and,  of  course,  his 
lovely  wife,  Carolyn.  And  it  is  nice  to  have 
a  chance  to  spend  a  little  time  in  this  city 
where  my  own  mother  was  born  and  raised. 
My  favorite  mystic,  St.  Louis’,  also  New 
York’s,  Yogi  Berra,  once  said  of  a  restaurant, 
“Nobody  goes  there  anymore.  It’s  too 
crowded.”  [Laughter]  Get  it?  Nope.  Okay. 
[Laughter] 

Well,  I’m  pleased  to  see  this  capacity 
crowd.  There’s  not  a  nobody  in  the  room. 
And  I  know  we  have  other  entertainment 
including,  as  I  mentioned,  one  of  our  Bush 
family  favorites,  the  Gatlin  Brothers, 
who’ve  been  up  with  us  at  Camp  David. 
And  I  really  enjoy  coming  here,  though,  to 
honor  this  bright  star  of  Missouri,  a  bright 
star  of  the  Senate.  And  of  course,  I  mean 
Kit. 

We  first  met  in  1968.  He  came  over  to 
our  house  for  hamburgers.  The  next  year, 
he  became  Assistant  Attorney  General  for 
the  Consumer  Protection  Division. 


[At  this  point,  audience  members  interrupt¬ 
ed  the  President’s  remarks.] 

That’s  all  right.  This  happens  every  place 
you  go.  They  have  their  say  here,  and 
they’ll  be  escorted  quietly  out.  But  let  me 
just  say  something  while  they’re  taken  care 
of.  The  Federal  Government  is  doing  a 
first-class  job  on  research  for  AIDS.  And  we 
are  going  to  keep  on  doing  it  until  we  can 
bring  a  compassionate  end  to  this  American 
tragedy.  And  I  have  no  problem  at  all  with 
their  speaking  their  mind. 

I  don’t  want  to  get  off  the  beaten  text 
here.  But  I  just  thought  Magic  Johnson  was 
fantastic  the  other  day  when  he  faced  up  to 
this.  And  I  believe  speaking  out  with  com¬ 
passion,  doing  what  we’re  doing  on  re¬ 
search  is  the  answer  to  this  terrible  problem 
that  plagues  not  just  the  United  States  but 
many  others.  So,  I  have  no  anger  in  my 
heart  when  I  hear  people  that  are  express¬ 
ing  their  concerns. 

I  was  talking  about  Kit.  Right  after  he 
had  hamburgers  with  us,  he  became  the 
Assistant  Attorney  General  for  the  Con¬ 
sumer  Protection  Division.  No  relationship 
between  the  two  events,  I  don’t  believe. 
[Laughter]  But  then  he  went  on,  was  elect¬ 
ed  State  auditor;  at  33,  your  Governor,  the 
youngest  in  Missouri  history;  and  finally, 
junior  Senator.  And  he  impressed  us  all  so 
much  that  we  knew  we  had  to  have  him  to 
be  the  campaign  chairman  for  Bush-Quayle 
in  ’88. 

And  there’s  an  old  saying  that  what  goes 
around,  comes  around.  And  in  1986,  Kit 
Bond  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  And  the  time  has  now  come  to  send 
him  back.  And  he  deserves  it.  He’s  earned 
the  support  of  the  people  in  Missouri.  And 
he  has  a  record  to  build  on,  not  empty  rhet¬ 
oric  to  run  around.  We  hear  a  lot  of  politi¬ 
cal  demagoguery  from  the  other  party,  but 
it  won’t  sell  in  Missouri.  The  motto  here  is 
“Show  me,”  not  “Snow  me.”  And  that’s 
why  I  believe  he’s  going  to  win  this  race. 

Kit  and  Jack  Danforth  and  your  great 
Governor,  Governor  Ashcroft,  and  I  have 
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fundamental  differences  with  the  liberal 
Democrats  who  control  both  Houses  of  the 
United  States  Congress.  Let  me  just  try  to¬ 
night  to  define  some  of  these  differences. 
They  want  mandates.  This  means  they  want 
to  pass  more  and  more  bills  dictating  to  the 
States  how  to  solve  problems:  education 
programs,  crime  programs,  health  pro¬ 
grams.  Some  subcommittee  chairman  that’s 
been  for  30  years  telling  the  people  of  Mis¬ 
souri  how  they  ought  to  solve  the  great 
social  problems.  And  we  want  federalism. 
We  want  the  power  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Governors  and  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
authorities  and,  bless  them,  in  the  hands  of 
the  families  of  the  United  States  by  provid¬ 
ing  choice  when  it  comes  to  education  and 
child  care. 

The  national  Governors,  and  I’m  talking 
Democrats  and  Republicans,  tell  me  that 
the  major  problem  they  have  is  being  sad¬ 
dled  with  more  and  more  mandates  by 
some  of  these  empowered  committee  chair¬ 
men  in  Washington  that  pass  legislation 
after  legislation,  or  attempt  to  pass  it,  that 
just  tells  the  States  how  to  do  everything. 
And  we’ve  got  to  stand  up  against  that. 

And  the  liberals  just  don’t  understand 
that  Federal  money,  as  they  call  it,  is  your 
money.  It  is  the  taxpayers’  money.  And  I 
am  determined  to  protect  your  interests. 

We  all  saw  Jack  Danforth’s,  I’d  say  not 
just  heroic  but,  try  to  say  this  right,  wonder¬ 
ful  example  of  his  character  as  he  stood 
beside  Clarence  Thomas.  And  here’s  a  little 
something  that  irked  me;  plenty  did  out  of 
all  of  that.  But  did  you  know  that  with  all 
the  pious  talk  by  some  of  those  Democrats 
about  sexual  harassment,  which  is  a  concern 
and  which  we  should  do  something  about, 
but  all  the  pious  talk  about  sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  the  Senate,  as  the  debate  went  on, 
had  exempted  itself  from  the  same  sexual 
harassment  laws  that  everyone  else  in  the 
land  has  to  live  by.  And  I  don’t  think  that’s 
right.  And  if  we  had  different  leaders  up  in 
the  United  States  Senate,  that  would  be 
changed. 

You  see,  we  believe  that  it’s  time  that 
people  felt  they  had  more  control  over 
their  own  lives  when  it  comes  to  these  Fed¬ 
eral  programs.  And  we  want  to  enlarge  per¬ 
sonal  dignity,  push  back  this  concept  of  im¬ 
personal  government. 


People  matter  to  Kit — he  cares  deeply 
about  them — just  as  they  do  to  all  of  us 
here.  And  that’s  why  we  want  to  do  more 
than  complain  about  this  economy  that  con¬ 
cerns  us  all.  We  want  to  give  it  a  good 
boost.  And  as  Senator,  Kit  has  backed  our 
growth  initiatives:  A  cut  in  the  capital  gains 
tax;  banking  reform;  personal  savings  incen¬ 
tives  like  IRA’s  to  stimulate  home  buying; 
an  R&D,  a  research  and  development  tax 
credit;  more  investment  in  science  and 
technology  and  infrastructure.  We  need  a 
new  transportation  bill  that  he’s  working 
hard  on  that  will  give  Americans  jobs  and 
do  it  soon.  We  need  our  America  2000  edu¬ 
cation  program  that  all  three  up  here  are 
helping  us  on. 

And  I  mentioned  yesterday  that  credit 
card  interest  rates,  in  my  view,  should  come 
down.  This  isn’t  a  Government  decision. 
But  I  believe  those  rates  should  come 
down.  And  I’m  pleased  to  say  that  some 
banks  yesterday  lowered  their  rates,  and 
then  one  of  the  large  credit  card  companies 
today  lowered  its  rates.  And  I  believe  that’s 
right.  And  I  think  that’s  good  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  economy.  Give  it  a  kick.  Let’s  get  this 
thing  moving. 

Kit  supports  our  Council  on  Competitive¬ 
ness  headed  by  our  Vice  President,  who  I 
think  is  doing  a  superb  job.  You  talk  about 
unfair  criticism.  The  way  this  man  holds  up 
to  it,  he’s  doing  just  fine,  thank  you.  And 
what  he’s  trying  to  do,  and  we’ve  got  to 
redouble  our  effort,  is  to  free  workers  and 
businesses  from  redtape,  regulations,  and 
again,  these  mandates.  And  people  have 
better  things  to  do  than  fill  out  plenty  of 
reports  all  the  time,  reporting,  reporting  to 
Uncle  Sam.  And  I  might  add,  the  Council  is 
doing  a  good  job  trying  to  get  a  recalcitrant 
Democratic  leadership  to  move  on  much 
needed  tort  reform,  liability  reform.  These 
outrageous  damage  settlements  are  finish¬ 
ing  off  a  lot  of  the  small  businesses  in  this 
country.  We  need  to  place  caps  on  some  of 
these  outrageous  claims. 

So,  we’ve  got  a  growth  program.  It’s 
there.  It  is  a  sound  agenda.  But  while  the 
people  seek  action,  the  liberals  in  Congress 
go  out  and  hold  a  lot  of  press  conferences, 
sell  their  funny  little  T-shirts,  and  sabotage 
the  initiatives  that  the  American  people 
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want.  And  I’m  getting  sick  and  tired  of  it. 

They  even  refused  to  permit  a  vote  on 
our  capital  gains  tax  cut  to  propel  the  econ¬ 
omy  when  we  had  majorities  in  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate  for  this  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  Couldn’t  even  get  it  to  the  floor 
by  some  fancy  parliamentary  procedure  out 
there. 

They  talk  about  fairness,  and  what  they’re 
really  talking  about  these  days,  you  listen  to 
the  proposals  and  listen  to  the  load  they’re 
putting  on  me,  they’re  talking  about  class 
warfare.  And  America  grew  out  of  that 
years  ago.  We’re  all  in  this  together.  And 
we  cannot  be  divided  by  Democratic  dema¬ 
goguery. 

We’ve  got  a  good  agenda,  and  they’ve  got 
an  agenda.  Their  agenda  is  to  block  our 
agenda.  And  so  far,  I  regret  to  report, 
they’re  having  some  success  because 
they’ve  got  our  good  troops  here  outnum¬ 
bered.  And  worse,  they  try  to  lay  the  blame 
at  my  door,  and  I  don’t  like  that,  and  at 
yours,  and  I’m  sure  you  don’t  like  that 
either.  Well,  I  think  it’s  time  to  reject  their 
propaganda  and  their  excuses  and  demand 
some  action. 

And  frankly,  and  I  think  the  American 
people  see  this,  these  guys  that  write  these 
stories  think  I  live  and  die  by  the  polls. 
Well,  I  don’t.  I  certainly  don’t  want  to  die 
by  them.  [Laughter]  But  I  see  these  polls 
out  there.  And  I’ve  got  to  confess  every 
once  in  a  while,  I  look  at  it.  And  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  aren’t  dumb.  You  know  who 
they  blame  for  the  dilemma  that  we’re  in 
today,  that  we’re  trying  to  fight  our  way  out 
of?  They  blame  the  United  States  Congress, 
and  that  means  the  one-party  control,  the 
Democratic  leadership  in  the  United  States 
Congress. 

You  want  to  talk  a  little  domestic  agenda? 
You  want  to  talk  a  little  more  domestic 
agenda?  Okay.  On  March  20th,  I  submitted 
a  banking  reform  legislation  to  the  Con¬ 
gress.  That  was  238  days  ago.  No  legislation. 
And  our  banks  should  be  able  to  compete 
with  these  domineering  foreign  banks.  And 
they  can’t  do  it  if  we  don’t  change  the  law. 
No  action,  238  days.  On  March  11th,  I  sent 
Congress  a  crime  bill.  That  was  247  days. 
And  our  policemen  are  out  there,  and  they 
need  our  support  on  the  streets.  And  we 
need  a  crime  bill  that  says  we  care  a  little 


more  about  the  law  enforcement  and  a 
little  less  about  those  who  commit  the 
crimes. 

Domestic  agenda?  Okay.  On  March  4th,  I 
sent  energy  legislation.  We  need  a  national 
energy  strategy.  It  is  my  view  we  are  too 
dependent  on  foreign  oil.  And  the  war  over 
there  ought  to  have  taught  us  that.  That 
was  254  days  ago,  no  bill.  On  February 
13th,  up  went  our  transportation  legislation. 
That  was  273  days  ago,  and  you  guessed  it, 
no  bill  on  my  desk.  And  on  May  22d,  I  sent 
Congress  a  national  education  strategy  legis¬ 
lation.  And  175  days  later,  surprise,  sur¬ 
prise,  no  bill. 

Look,  I  think  the  American  people  under¬ 
stand  that  from  the  very  first  day  I  took 
office  I  held  out  my  hand  to  the  Congress. 
And  some  of  the  Republican  Party  thought 
maybe  I  did  it  a  little  too  much.  Some 
thought  that  I  was  a  little  too  willing  to 
negotiate,  to  compromise.  I  tried.  I  have 
held  out  my  hands  to  those  leaders.  I  have 
caught  their  javelins.  I  have  absorbed  their 
blows  because  I’ve  been  trying  to  get  some¬ 
thing  done  for  the  good  of  the  American 
people.  And  I’ve  tried  to  work  with  that 
Democratic  leadership.  And  I  owe  it  to  the 
American  people  to  continue  to  try  because 
I  do  believe  that  our  kids  need  a  good 
chance  at  a  good  education,  not  just  some 
dozen  years  of  babysitting. 

We’ve  got  a  great  education  program. 
And  I’m  going  to  keep  on  trying.  But  I’ll 
tell  you  this:  When  this  election  rolls 
around,  if  I  decided  to  become  a  candi¬ 
date — I’m  getting  warmed  up  here — 
[laughter] — but  if  I  do,  I’m  going  to  take 
this  case  to  the  American  people  and  say, 
“Give  me  more  men  like  Kit  Bond.  Give 
me  some  good  women  on  our  side  like 
Nancy  Kassebaum.  Give  me  more  Senators 
like  Jack  Danforth,  and  you  watch  this 
country  move  ahead.” 

Oh,  there’s  so  much  to  do.  I  mentioned 
America  2000,  our  education  program.  It’s 
good.  We’ve  got  a  great  man,  a  great  friend 
of  John  Ashcroft’s,  Lamar  Alexander  is  our 
Secretary,  bringing  this  revolutionary  new 
approach  to  the  parents  and  the  families, 
saying  we’ve  got  to  do  better  for  our  kids. 
Trying  to  restore  peace  in  our  streets,  give 
people  an  opportunity  to  live  free  of  fear. 


1465 


Nov.  13  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


And  we’ve  got  to  have  a  new  crime  bill. 
The  Senate  passed  a  good  crime  bill,  and  I 
credit  these  Senators  right  here.  But  the 
Democrats  in  the  House  tried  to  undo 
much  of  it. 

One  area  where  we  have  gotten  biparti¬ 
san  cooperation,  and  this  is  important  to 
every  family,  transcends  party  lines,  is  on 
our  national  drug  strategy.  And  we 
launched  a  strategy  to  combat  drugs;  it  is 
producing  real  results.  Casual  use  of  heroin 
in  this  country  and  cocaine,  these  things  are 
going  down.  We’re  making  progress.  We 
have  a  long  way  to  go,  but  at  least  there’s 
some  good  signs  out  there  for  the  American 
family  on  that  front. 

I  believe  we  need  this  job-creating  trans¬ 
portation  legislation.  Kit  knows  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  Missouri  roads  and  bridges.  And  he 
told  me  he  was  surprised  I  could  drive  to 
this  event  and  glad  I  don’t  have  to  cross  the 
bridge  to  St.  Charles  to  get  here.  [Laughter] 
Help  me  elect  a  Congress  that  knows  that  if 
we  want  to  keep  America  on  the  rise,  we’ve 
got  to  keep  it  on  the  move. 

And  let  me  just  mention,  before  closing, 
some  international  aspects  to  this,  interna¬ 
tional  leadership,  worldwide  economic  com¬ 
petition.  Some  in  Congress,  including  some 
from  Missouri,  pretend  that  trade  and  secu¬ 
rity  and  international  cooperation  don’t 
help  the  working  men  and  women  of  this 
country.  Well,  just  tell  that  to  the  more 
than  40  million  Americans  working  in  jobs 
that  involve  importing  or  exporting.  Today, 
an  estimated  75,000  to  100,000  Missouri 
jobs  depend  on  exports.  You  know  that  mili¬ 
tary,  economic,  and  political  issues  cross 
continents,  and  they  cross  borders.  For  in¬ 
stance,  checking  foreign  protectionism 
means  more  American  exports  and  more 
American  jobs. 

But  some  Democratic  leaders  in  Congress 
just  don’t  get  it.  They  seem  to  be  sounding 
again — and  yes,  people  are  hurting — they 
seem  to  be  sounding  again  the  siren  call  of 
protectionism.  The  worst  thing  we  can  do  is 
to  pull  back  into  some  protectionist  cocoon. 
The  job  loss  would  be  staggering.  There  are 
one  or  two  of  you  old  guys  out  here,  old 
enough  like  I  am  to  remember  what  hap¬ 
pened  when  we  went  the  protection  route 
right  there  around  the  time  of  the  Great 
Depression,  and  the  whole  world  market 


shrank.  And  I  am  not  going  to  be  the  Presi¬ 
dent  that  shirks  my  responsibilities  to 
expand  our  markets  abroad. 

There’s  a  lot  of  change  in  the  world,  and 
we  are  the  leaders  not  just  of  the  free  world 
but  of  the  emerging  democracies  around 
the  world.  And  progress  demands  we 
accept  that  role  and  accept  it  eagerly,  as  a 
great  people  should.  And  we  are  a  great 
Nation,  a  great  people.  And  when  a  dictator 
threatened  American  lives,  yes,  we  helped 
the  Panamanian  people  validate  their  own 
free  elections  by  kicking  him  out,  seeing 
that  he’s  brought  to  trial. 

When  a  brutal  tyrant  invaded  Kuwait,  we 
helped  roll  back  aggression  and  liberate  a 
land.  Was  that  victory  foreign,  was  that  do¬ 
mestic;  what  was  it?  I  think  it  was  in  the 
fundamental  national  interest  of  the  United 
States  that  we  led  the  world  to  say  one 
country’s  not  going  to  brutalize  its  neigh¬ 
bor.  It’s  good  for  your  kids  and  mine,  and 
it’s  good  for  the  entire  world. 

And  as  communism  crumbled,  we  made 
it  clear,  typical  American  spirit,  we  made  it 
clear  that  we  will  support  those  who  pro¬ 
mote  democracy  and  free  enterprise,  and 
thank  God  we  did.  Is  democracy,  is  that 
foreign,  or  is  that  domestic?  Is  it  right  to 
work  with  Gorbachev  and  Yeltsin  for  excit¬ 
ing  peaceful  change?  Can  you  imagine  if  all 
this  new  democracy  and  freedom  and 
market  economy  works  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
what  that  means  in  terms  of  our  own  trade? 
Certainly  I  know  what  it  means  in  terms  of 
peace  for  generations  to  come.  Is  that  ne¬ 
glecting  my  job,  to  pay  attention  to  these 
major  problems  of  change  that  face  the 
world? 

Is  it  historic  and  wonderful,  as  I  believe, 
to  bring  the  warring  parties  together  to  talk 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  as  we  did  at 
Madrid,  or  am  I  neglecting  something?  I 
wish  every  one  of  you  could  have  been  in 
the  room  with  me  and  felt  the  wonder  of 
that  moment  when  ancient  enemies  came 
under  the  same  roof.  We’ve  a  long  way  to 
go  before  we  can  say  peace,  but  I  am  going 
to  keep  on  working  for  peace  around  the 
world.  It  benefits  your  kids,  again,  and  it 
benefits  mine. 

Today,  we  need  more  leaders  like  these 
two  Senators  up  here  and  this  Governor. 
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They  know  what  I’m  talking  about.  Missouri 
is  linked  to  trade  in  Singapore.  Kit  under¬ 
stands  this.  He  helped  draft  the  1990  farm 
bill,  which  has  made  America  more  com¬ 
petitive  overseas.  Someone  asked  Kit  how 
he  got  23  provisions  in  the  bill.  “Simple,” 
he  said,  “Missourians  gave  me  the  best 
ideas.”  He  listens  to  the  people  and  makes 
something  happen  in  Washington,  DC.  He 
understands  that  military  aircraft  built  in  St. 
Louis  can  help  keep  the  peace.  He  led  the 
successful  fight  to  make  the  F-  and  A-18 
the  Navy’s  carrier-based  aircraft  for  the 
next  decade.  And  he  believes  in  exports 
that  work,  whether  it  is  corn  or  soybeans  or 
the  sunshine  of  democracy,  and  so  do  I. 

And  last  year,  I  was  in  Cartagena,  Colom¬ 
bia.  Why?  To  help  work  with  them  to  keep 
drugs  out  of  our  cities  and  out  of  our 
schools  and  away  from  our  families.  Was 
that  foreign  or  was  that  domestic?  Last 
week,  I  was  in  Rome  and  The  Hague.  Why? 
To  work  for  peace  at  home  and  abroad  and 
to  promote  the  cause  of  free  and  fair  trade 
and  to  say  to  every  farmer  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  we  are  going  to  keep  hammering 
away  on  these  GATT  talks  until  the  Europe¬ 
ans  open  their  markets  to  the  agricultural 
product  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
And  it  is  in  our  interest  that  I  do  that,  and 
I’m  going  to  keep  on  doing  it.  I  don’t  care 
what  your  Congressman  from  Missouri  says 
about  it. 

As  we  approach  the  21st  century,  let’s 
remember:  Isolationism  makes  no  sense; 
never  did.  It  represents  an  old  ignorance 
that  was  scorned  by  my  predecessors  Roose¬ 
velt,  Truman,  and  Kennedy,  and  that  all 
Presidents  and  the  American  people  since 


have  looked  upon  with  disdain.  I  speak  of 
the  ignorance  that  inspires  people  to  hide 
from  the  rest  of  the  world,  wishing  our 
problems  away  instead  of  creating  solutions. 
It  urges  them  to  blame  others  rather  than 
to  call  forth  the  best  in  ourselves. 

I  want  to  do  better.  I  will  continue  to 
work  my  heart  out  to  see  that  this  economy 
gets  on  the  move.  I  just  wish  I  had  more 
Members  of  Congress  to  implement  this 
program  I’ve  outlined  for  you  here  tonight. 
More  Members  like  Kit  and  Jack,  we  could 
be  moving  sooner.  But  we’re  going  to  keep 
on.  And  I’m  going  to  keep  that  hand  of 
friendship  and  cooperation  extended  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  think  I  owe 
that  to  the  American  people.  But  I  am  not 
going  to  do  it  their  way.  The  only  way  you 
can  make,  when  you  don’t  have  a  majority, 
make  something  good  happen,  is  to  veto 
bad  legislation.  And  I’m  going  to  keep  right 
on  vetoing  it  until  we  can  make  something 
good  happen  for  this  country. 

Kit  Bond’s  work  embodies  his  motto.  I 
think  there’s  some  of  the  things  I’ve  talked 
about  tonight:  “Values  we  believe  in,  expe¬ 
rience  we  trust.”  So,  my  plea  tonight  is  let’s 
make  the  most  of  those  values.  And  let’s  use 
them  to  celebrate  America.  Let’s  use  them 
to  reelect  Kit  Bond  to  be  Senator  from  the 
great  State  of  Missouri.  Let’s  use  them  to 
enhance  the  standing  of  the  United  State? 
of  America  at  home  and  abroad.  We  a 
lucky  to  be  Americans.  And  God  bless  tl 
United  States  of  America. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:38  p.m .  at 
the  Riverport  Amphitheater.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
these  remarks. 


Remarks  at  the  Welcoming  Ceremony  for  President  Carlos  Menem 
of  Argentina 
November  14,  1991 


President  Bush.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 
And  President  Menem,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  the  White 
House.  The  ties  between  our  countries  have 
never  been  stronger,  and  a  great  deal  of 


credit  goes  to  you  and  your  administration. 

Nearly  a  year  ago,  a  revolt  by  renegade 
soldiers  faced  you  in  your  nation’s  capital. 
And  you  stood  firm  in  defense  of  freedom 
and  liberty  and  in  defense  of  your  people’s 
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right  to  a  government  of  their  choice.  In 
the  end,  freedom  triumphed.  It  was  an 
honor  to  join  you  just  a  few  days  later  in 
beautiful  Buenos  Aires,  the  capital  of  a 
proud  and  free  Argentina. 

In  your  inaugural  address  you  asked  Ar¬ 
gentina  to  “arise  and  walk.”  When  we  met 
last  year  in  the  capital,  we  spoke  about  the 
challenges  your  country  faces  and  the 
changes  that  have  already  been  set  in 
motion. 

Today,  Mr.  President,  Argentina  is  assum¬ 
ing  its  rightful  place  as  a  leader  in  the 
democratic  community  of  nations.  Nowhere 
in  this  hemisphere  is  the  shape  of  the  post- 
cold-war  world  more  evident  than  in  Ar¬ 
gentina.  Under  your  leadership,  Argentina 
has  become  one  of  the  hemisphere’s  strong¬ 
est  defenders  of  democracy,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

When  Saddam  Hussein  invaded  Kuwait, 
you  sent  your  Navy  to  join  the  international 
coalition  which  liberated  that  pillaged 
nation.  And  when  tanks  rumbled  through 
the  streets  of  Moscow,  threatening  the 
Soviet  Union’s  forces  of  democratic  reform, 
you  were  one  of  the  very  first  in  Latin 
America  to  speak  out  in  defense  of  liberty. 
You  have  called  for  democratic  reform  in 
Cuba  and  made  major  contributions  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Organization  of  American 
States  to  restore  democratic  government  to 
Haiti. 


At  home,  you  have  slashed  government 
spending,  privatized  state-owned  industries, 
and  abolished  harmful  overregulation  of  the 
economy.  You  have  brought  once-rampant 
inflation  under  control.  And  last  year,  Ar¬ 
gentina  had  a  trade  surplus  of  nearly  $8 
kjjjjon,  and  U.S.  firms  alone  invested  over 
$200  million  in  Argentina.  Despite  facing 
many  difficult  challenges  when  you  took 
office  in  1989,  your  efforts  have  earned  the 
respect  of  the  international  community 
More  importantly,  they  strengthened  Ar¬ 
gentina  s  competitive  position  in  the  global 
economy  by  attracting  new  confidence  and 
investment  from  around  the  world.  I  share 
that  confidence  in  Argentina’s  future  under 
your  leadership. 

In  the  rapidly  evolving  relationship 
among  the  nations  of  the  Southern  Cone 
you  have  taken  the  lead  in  achieving  re¬ 
gional  economic  integration  and  arms  con¬ 


trol. 

For  example,  by  the  end  of  1995,  the 
MerCoSur  common  market  aims  to  elimi¬ 
nate  tariffs  between  Argentina,  Brazil,  Para¬ 
guay,  and  Uruguay,  linking  your  economies 
together  in  a  way  consistent  with  GATT  to 
form  one  of  the  hemisphere’s  largest  open 
markets.  You’re  taking  a  giant  step  toward 
the  goal  I  stated  last  year  in  announcing  the 
Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative:  To 
make  the  Americas  the  world’s  largest  part¬ 
nership  of  free-trading  nations. 

We  also  welcome  your  efforts  to  set  in 
place  nuclear  safeguards  that  will  increase 
international  security.  And  your  decisions  to 
forswear  chemical  weapons  and  halt  missile 
proliferation  do  create  a  safer  hemisphere, 
a  safer  world. 

From  Rivadavia  to  Rio  Gallegos,  from 
Zapala  to  Buenos  Aires,  your  strong,  com¬ 
mitted  leadership  is  bringing  your  people 
hope  for  change,  faith  in  their  countrymen, 
and  the  courage  to  “arise  and  walk”  togeth¬ 
er. 

On  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  my  great  pleasure  to  welcome 
you  to  the  White  House.  And  may  God 
bless  the  Argentine  Republic. 

President  Menem.  My  dear  friend,  Mr. 
President,  distinguished  Mrs.  Bush,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  sisters  and  brothers  of 
America.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
warm  words  of  welcome.  It  is  to  me  a 
source  of  deep  satisfaction  to  be  once  again 
here  in  this  great  country  whose  institutions 
and  values  have  been  and  still  are  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  freedom  and  human  dignity.  More¬ 
over,  I  come  back  with  the  satisfaction  of 
having  already  traveled  a  long  distance 
along  the  path  of  transformation  my  gov¬ 
ernment  has  chosen. 

There  is  still  a  lot  to  be  done  in  Argenti¬ 
na.  Many  expectations  are  still  unfulfilled. 
Many  are  the  problems.  However,  with 
effort,  firmness,  and  determination,  we  are 
conquering  the  slope  of  decadence.  With 
civil  freedom,  with  economic  freedom,  with 
an  unprecedented  freedom  of  the  press, 
after  2  years  of  hard  work  to  achieve 
change,  most  of  the  Argentine  people  have 
ratified  recently  their  support  during  our 
last  elections. 

This  means  backing  the  government, 
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backing  the  economic  cause,  and  also  a  new 
way  of  insertion  in  the  world.  Our  determi¬ 
nation  is  today  firmer  than  ever  before  to 
continue  implementing  state  reform,  priva¬ 
tizations,  open  trade,  stimulation  of  foreign 
investment,  deregulation,  and  also  the 
return  to  Argentina  of  assets  that  were  sent 
abroad.  Argentina  has  also  decided  to  con¬ 
tinue  playing  an  active  role  in  the  defense 
of  peace  and  international  security,  giving 
all  possible  support  to  United  Nations  initia¬ 
tives. 

When  this  year  began,  a  distant  region  in 
the  world  was  in  crisis.  In  the  Gulf  we 
faced,  then,  serious  risks  with  possible  con¬ 
sequences  for  the  whole  planet.  Within  the 
framework  of  what  the  United  Nations  de¬ 
cided  and  as  the  result  of  the  great  effort  of 
the  United  States  and  its  allies,  it  was  possi¬ 
ble  to  end  aggression  and  restore  the  full 
rule  of  international  law.  We  participated  in 
that  joint  action,  and  we  are  proud  we  did. 
Some  months  later,  you  yourself,  my  friend 
Mr.  President,  had  the  initiative  to  propose 
unilaterally  a  significant  reduction  of  nucle¬ 
ar  weaponry. 

The  Middle  East  had,  for  time  immemori¬ 
al,  been  a  region  where  all  expectations  to 
obtain  a  just  and  lasting  peace  floundered 
and  were  thwarted.  A  few  days  ago,  you 
inaugurated  a  conference  that  has  renewed 
the  hope  of  a  constructive  dialog  in  the 
region  when  calling  to  the  same  negotiating 
table  antagonists  who  seemed  only  yester¬ 
day  to  be  implacably  hostile.  This  is  a  really 
formidable  progress,  I  insist,  a  formidable 
and  spectacular  progress.  A  new  interna¬ 
tional  order  is  being  generated  on  the  basis 
of  peace,  of  justice,  of  reason,  and  under 
the  guidance  of  God,  our  only  source  of 
reason  and  justice. 

This  is  the  reason  why  we  recognize 
today  our  vast  coincidence  with  the  United 
States,  for  instance,  in  the  common  aim  of 
restoring  the  democratic  government  of  the 
Republic  of  Haiti.  That  is  why  we  rely  on 
integration.  We  want  to  consolidate  MerCo- 
Sur  with  our  regional  brothers.  And  we  also 
want  to  add  our  own  efforts  so  that  the 
ambitious  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initi¬ 
ative  that  you,  Mr.  President,  conceived 
and  announced  last  year  will  bear  fruit. 

With  Brazil,  we  have  signed  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  exclusively  peaceful  use  of  nu¬ 


clear  energy,  and  we  are  about  to  conclude 
an  agreement  on  safeguards  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Atomic  Energy  Agency.  With 
Brazil,  too,  and  Chile  and  Uruguay — Para¬ 
guay  and  Bolivia  will  join  us  in  the  future — 
we  have  made  the  commitment  of  not  pro¬ 
ducing  nor  buying,  storing,  or  transferring 
chemical  or  biological  weapons;  of  course, 
banning  any  kind  of  use  for  them. 

Furthermore,  we  have  also  joined  the 
control  system  for  missile  technology, 
known  by  the  acronym  MTCR.  Whitman’s 
prophetical  dreams  are  renewed,  entwined 
with  the  illusions  of  having  a  single  and 
great  America  as  they  were  presaged 
Ruben  Dario,  Jose  Marti,  and  Domingo 
Faustino  Sarmiento. 

To  this  end,  it  will  be  necessary  to  find  in 
each  and  every  country  of  our  America  a 
representative  democracy  with  full  respect 
for  human  rights  and  a  free  economy.  I 
repeat,  in  all  the  countries  of  this  continent 
with  absolutely  no  exceptions. 

To  this  end,  it  will  be  necessary,  Mr. 
President,  to  bring  a  message  of  a  nation 
that  is  looking  inwards.  The  message  is  very 
simple:  The  Argentine  nation  faces  with  se¬ 
riousness  the  need  of  having  a  place  in  the 
new  international  order.  This  we  are  sure  to 
obtain  since  we  have  a  representative  de¬ 
mocracy,  we  respect  human  rights,  and  we 
chose  a  free  economy. 

We  trust  that  the  European  Economic 
Community  and  the  developed  world  will 
not  persist  in  applying  old  protectionist 
schemes  that  menace  the  hope  of  a  better 
future.  We  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to 
cooperate  firmly  so  that,  and  I  quote  your 
own  words,  my  dear  President  and  friend, 
“we  may  eliminate  subsidies  that  distort 
trade.”  We  hope  we  may  be  able  to  trans¬ 
late  into  concrete  results  some  political 
statements  allowing  markets  to  exist  whose 
transparency  will  reward  efficient  produc¬ 
ers. 

We  trust  in  the  oldest  constitutional  de¬ 
mocracy  in  the  world,  and  that  democracy 
is  the  one  in  the  United  States.  We  place 
our  trust  in  the  United  States  and  its  leaders 
who  in  1991  have  faced  up  to  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  towards  the  international  commu¬ 
nity  with  maturity  and  imagination  and 
commendable  moderation. 
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Mr  President,  I  am  really  moved  by  this 
reception.  I  am  sure  that  our  stay  here  will 
not  only  be  a  pleasure  but  also  very  fruitful. 
I  thank  you  for  your  warmth  and  your  hos¬ 
pitality.  God  bless  you,  Mr.  President.  God 
bless  your  country,  and  God  bless  our 
America. 


Note:  President  Bush  spoke  at  9:58  a.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where 
President  Menem  was  accorded  a  formal 
welcome  with  full  military  honors.  Presi¬ 
dent  Menem  spoke  in  Spanish ,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  the  Cabinet  Room 

November  14,  1991 


*92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  Buchanan  doing  the 
right  thing  thinking  about  running? 

The  President  I  haven’t  paid  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  that  yet. 

Libyan  Indictments 

Q .  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  com¬ 
ment  on  the  Lockerbie  indictments? 

The  President.  We  will  have,  but  I  want 
all  that  to  come  out  properly.  And  then  I’ll 
undoubtedly  have  something  to  say.  That 
was  a  terrible  event.  And  indictments — we 
have  a  system  of  justice  in  this  country.  But 
I  gather  from  briefings  I’ve  had  that  they’re 
serious,  I  mean,  this  isn’t  some  quick  hit, 
quick  fix  on  trying  to  find  the  answer;  that 
this  is  very  serious  business  that  we’re  in¬ 
volved  in.  But  I’ll  have  more  to  say  about 
that  after  I  have  had  a  chance  to  get 
briefed  on  the  indictments  themselves.  I’ve 
been  briefed  on  things  that  are  leading  up 
to  all  of  this. 

Q.  Well,  are  you  concerned  that  although, 
sir — Mr.  Barr  said  that  it’s  believed  that  the 
two  Libyans  were  operating  as  part  of  the 
intelligence  operation. 

The  President.  As  I  say,  I’m  not  going  to 
comment  until  I  am  briefed  on  the  formal 
indictments.  I’ve  been  briefed  on  events 
leading  up  to  the  indictments  and  the 
paper  trail  and  a  lot  of  things  that  go  into 
all  of  this.  This  has  been  a  serious  search  for 
a  long  time.  And  some  have  been  unfairly 
condemned  because  of  lack  of  information. 
So,  I  don’t  want  to  comment  on  that  until 
I’ve  gone  into  it  in  more  detail. 

But  I’ve  seen  enough  of  it  to  know  that 
there’s  been  some  very  good  work  done  on 


the  part  of  the  U.S.  working  in  cooperation 
with  others  to  get  this  far.  But  I  just  have  to 
stop  short  of  going  further  until  I  am  thor¬ 
oughly  informed  as  to  exactly  what  counts 
are  in  this  indictment  and  all  of  that. 

Legislative  Initiatives 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  now  decided 
to  wait  until  the  State  of  the  Union  to  put 
forward  a  growth  package? 

The  President.  Well,  as  I  keep  saying, 
we’ve  got  a  growth  package  out  there,  and 
it’s  got  some  fine  ingredients.  In  fact,  one  of 
the  subjects  we’re  talking  about  today  has 
some  growth  aspects  to  it,  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  And  we’re  talking  energy  here  today. 
But  I  just  wish  that  the  Democratic  leader¬ 
ship  had  moved  on  the  initiatives  that  I’ve 
been  talking  about  for  a  long,  long  time  in 
terms  of  growth.  But  I’ll  get  some  advice 
here  this  afternoon  on  that  and  see  what 
we’ve  got. 

But  I’m  glad  we  got  together  on  this  un¬ 
employment  compensation  bill,  as  a  matter 
of  fact.  We’ve  been  saying  all  along  we 
want  a  bill  that  is  temporary,  doesn’t  lock  in 
more  and  more  mandates.  We  want  a  sign- 
able  bill  that  would  not  invoke  the  emer¬ 
gency  escape  from  the  budget  agreement, 
from  the  fiscal — and  we’ve  just  insisted  on 
that.  We  wanted  a  signable  bill  that  is  paid 
for  and  doesn’t  burden  the  96  or  94  percent 
of  the  people,  whatever  it  is,  that  are  work¬ 
ing.  And  we’ve  gotten  such  a  bill.  And  we 
could  have  had  it  last  summer  if  certain 
leaders  up  there  hadn’t  wanted  to  try  to 
inflict  a  political  defeat  on  me. 

And  the  people  that  are  hurt  are  those 
that  need  help,  those  whose  benefits  have 
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run  out.  And  so  I  had  to  insist  on  these 
fiscally  sound  measures.  And  to  the  credit  of 
the  Senate,  Bob  Dole  particularly,  who’s 
taken  a  strong  leadership  position,  we  now 
have  a  bill  that  meets  those  three  criteria. 
And  we  didn’t  have  it  before.  And  I  find 
the  only  way  you  can  get  good  legislation 
with  some,  the  way  it  works  up  there  on 
Capitol  Hill,  is  to  beat  back  bad  legislation. 
And  that’s  what’s  happened. 

Q.  But  you’re  going  to  let  the  economy 
ride  as  it  is  for  a  few  more  months  before 
you  propose  anything  new? 

The  President  - certain  things  that  we 

may  be  doing.  But  I’ll  have  a  very  strong 
State  of  the  Union  Message  that  hopefully 
can  mobilize  the  Democrats  that  control 
Congress  to  do  what  they  should  have  done 
some  time  ago.  And  we’ve  got,  and  I  talked 
about  it  last  night  out  there,  we’ve  got  sev¬ 
eral  very  strong  growth  initiatives  out 
there.  And  as  these  Members  of  Congress 
know,  you  just  don’t  get  them  through.  But 
we  will,  because  that  case  will  be  taken 


strongly  to  the  American  people  later  on. 
So  well  see. 

Q.  Are  interest  rates  about  as  low  as  they 
can  go,  sir? 

Q.  - take  a  final  shot  on  the  Cuomo 

question? 

The  President.  What  is  that,  Laurie 
[Laurie  Santos,  United  Press  International]? 
Get  out  of  here.  We’re  talking  energy.  If 
you  want  to  hear  about  energy,  that’s  some¬ 
thing  else. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:30  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House  fol¬ 
lowing  a  photo  session  with  Senate  Republi¬ 
can  leaders.  In  his  remarks ,  the  President 
referred  to  television  commentator  and 
journalist  Patrick  Buchanan,  a  potential 
candidate  for  the  1992  Republican  Presi¬ 
dential  nomination ,  and  the  investigation 
of  the  1988  terrorist  bombing  of  Pan  Amer¬ 
ican  Flight  103  which  crashed  in  Lockerbie, 
Scotland.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  at  a  Meeting  of  the  President’s  Advisory  Commission  on 
Educational  Excellence  for  Hispanic  Americans 
November  14,  1991 


Let  me  just  make  a  brief  comment.  And 
what  I  really  want  to  do  is  hear  from  our 
dynamic  Chairman  about  where  we’re 
going  to  go  and  how  we’re  going  to  catch 
up,  because  I’m  a  little  embarrassed  that  it’s 
taken  a  long  time,  longer  than  I  would  have 
liked,  to  get  this  going.  And  I  think  they’re 
together  now,  and  we’ve  got  some  priorities 
at  stake.  And  the  Hispanic  community  is  of 
high  priority. 

Nobody  at  this  table  and  nobody  in  the 
country  can  be  happy  about  unacceptably 
high  dropout  rates,  sometimes  lack  of  re¬ 
sources  in  the  communities  themselves 
across  this  country.  And  I  just  want  to  say 
that  I’m  very  grateful  to  our  Chairman, 
Andres  Bande,  for  undertaking  this  impor¬ 
tant  role.  And  knowing  him  and  of  him, 
why,  you  better  watch  out  because  he’ll  put 
all  of  us  to  work.  And  I  just  wanted  to 
pledge  doing  my  part. 


I’m  proud  of  our  Secretary  of  Education 
and  his  drive  on  bringing  to  the  American 
public  the  program  America  2000.  It’s  good. 
It’s  new.  It’s  revolutionary,  and  it  can  have 
a  tremendously  powerful  effect  in  the  area 
of  Hispanic  community  education.  And  so, 
Lamar  is  fired  up  on  this  as  well  as  I  am. 
And  I  think  that  we’ve  got  a  lot  of  things 
that  can  appeal. 

I  believe  that  the  Hispanic  Americans  are 
the  pivotal  community  in  the  economic 
growth  that  is  going  to  come  from  the  ex¬ 
panded  trade  with  Mexico,  for  example. 
And  I’m  going  to  fight  hard  for  that  agree¬ 
ment  when  we  get  it  hammered  out.  And  I 
believe  that  it  can  help  not  just  in  trade  but 
also  then  for  strengthening  of  families.  In 
that  sense,  I  think  it’s  very  helpful  to  educa¬ 
tion. 

As  I  say,  I’m  pledged  to  doing  my  best  to 
help,  this  isn’t  going  to  be  done  at  the  Fed- 
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eral  level,  but  help  eliminate  the  unaccept¬ 
ably  high  dropout  rate  weve  had.  I  think 
that  one  thing  going  in  the  Hispanic  Ameri¬ 
can  communities  that  offers  great  hope  is 
this  concept  of  family  and  the  involvement 
of  family.  I  think  we  need  more  involve¬ 
ment,  but  that  concept  is  strong  still,  very, 
very  strong.  And  Barbara  Bush  is  trying  to 
work  with  Lamar  and  others  to  help  re¬ 
spond,  have  parents’  involvement  in  the 
education  of  their  kids.  Perhaps  that’s  one 
thing  that  the  Commission  is  going  to  want 
to  take  a  look  at,  see  how  it  can  be 
strengthened. 

But  we’ve  got  some  powerful  experts 
around  here  in  higher  education.  But  the 
common  ground  is  concern.  The  matrix  is 


concern,  commitment  to  improving  the 
education  in  Hispanic  American  communi¬ 
ties  all  across  this  country.  And  I  just  want 
you  to  know  that  I  have  been  interested  in 
this  for  a  long  time,  and  I  want  to  help  as 
much  as  I  possibly  can,  help  our  Secretary 
and,  Chairman,  help  you  in  this  work. 

So,  now  we  will  hear  from  you  all  as  to 
how  you  think  it’s  going  and  what  the  prior¬ 
ities  should  be  for  the  White  House,  for  the 
Department,  and  of  course,  I  think  even 
more  fundamentally,  for  the  communities 
themselves. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:48  p.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
with  President  Levon  Ter-Petrosian  of  Armenia 
November  14,  1991 


The  President  met  in  the  Oval  Office 
today  for  45  minutes  with  Armenian  Presi¬ 
dent  Levon  Ter-Petrosian.  The  President 
congratulated  President  Ter-Petrosian  for 
his  recent  victory  in  Armenia’s  first  free 
and  fair  elections.  He  expressed  U.S.  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Armenian  Government’s  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  reforms. 

The  President  also  said  the  U.S.  intended 
to  build  a  strong  relationship  with  Armenia. 


The  two  leaders  discussed  possible  U.S.  as¬ 
sistance  to  improve  food  distribution  within 
Armenia,  to  provide  medical  assistance,  and 
to  increase  trade  and  investment  through 
OPIC  and  the  Export-Import  Bank.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  President  told  President  Ter-Pe- 
trosian  the  U.S.  planned  to  open  a  consulate 
general  in  Yerevan  in  1992  and  was  also 
willing  to  begin  a  Peace  Corps  program  in 
Armenia. 


Teleconference  Remarks  to  the  Fortune  500  Forum 

November  15,  1991 


Thank  you,  Jim,  very,  very  much.  Thank 
you  for  that  welcome.  And  I  must  say,  the 
miracle  of  technology,  I  heard  every  word 
of  all  of  that.  Glad  to  be  with  you,  and  my 
greetings  to  Marshall  Loeb  and  my  thanks 
to  all  for  this  opportunity  to  address  the 
people  who  produce  a  good  chunk  of  the 
gross  national  product.  I’m  doing  this  elec¬ 
tronically,  and  then  this  afternoon  General 
Scowcroft  will  be  with  you  in  person. 

Bringing  all  of  you  together  is  a  real  serv¬ 


ice  and  proves  once  again  why  Fortune  is 
one  of  America’s  leading  economic  indica¬ 
tors.  In  the  supercharged  competitive  at¬ 
mosphere  you  call  home,  there  is  never 
room  for  complacency.  The  world  doesn’t 
care  much  about  yesterday’s  track  records, 
and  it  wants  to  find  the  restless  man  or 
woman  with  the  next  new  idea. 

This  year,  a  new  element  overshadows 
the  normal  quest  for  excellence.  Times 
have  been  tough.  And  as  one  looks  ahead, 
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plans  for  the  future,  there’s  worry  about  the 
economy.  And  I’m  concerned.  People  out 
there  are  hurting,  and  I  want  to  help.  But  I 
want  to  be  sure  that  any  actions  taken  by 
the  Federal  Government  are  fundamentally 
sound. 

Let  me  just  take  a  minute  to  share  a  few 
thoughts  about  how  we  can  get  this  econo¬ 
my  growing.  As  you  might  know,  our  long¬ 
term  growth  strategy  is  founded  on  several 
important  elements.  First,  we  know  we’ve 
got  to  get  that  deficit  down.  Now,  we’ve  got 
a  budget  agreement  that  puts  the  squeeze 
on  the  controllable  part  of  Federal  spend¬ 
ing.  I  say  “controllable”  because  so  much  of 
the  budget  is  uncontrollable.  It’s  legislated, 
and  we’re  talking  about  many  of  the  social 
programs,  the  means,  Social  Security  and 
many  things  like  that,  interest  on  the  debt. 
We’ve  got  to  abide  by  that  budget  agree¬ 
ment. 

The  other  day,  a  massive  tax-cutting 
scheme  was  proposed,  and  long-term  inter¬ 
est  rates  shot  up  immediately  because  the 
markets  felt  that  the  deficit  would  again 
spiral.  We’ve  got  to  keep  inflation  under 
control,  as  it  is  right  now.  The  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  must  conduct  itself  in  a  way  that 
will  keep  interest  rates  at  low  levels.  We’ve 
got  to  keep  American  business  competitive, 
and  we’re  trying.  Slash  redtape.  Move  more 
aggressively  against  regulations  wherever 
possible.  Draw  the  line  against  more  and 
more  Government  mandates,  mandates  that 
handcuff  the  American  entrepreneur.  Most 
of  the  legislation  that  comes  down  at  me 
has  got  a  wonderful  title  on  it,  but  it  inflicts 
new  mandates  on  the  American  people. 
And  I’ve  had  to  veto  quite  a  few  wonderful¬ 
ly  titled  pieces  of  legislation. 

I  also  think  that  competitiveness  means 
real  tort  reform,  capping  these  sky-is-the- 
limit  liability  awards.  And  as  a  Nation, 
we’ve  got  to  make  good  on  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  quality  education  and  job  training 
to  ensure  a  work  force  ready  for  the  chal¬ 
lenges  that  a  new  century  will  bring. 

Finally,  we’ve  got  to  make  certain  that 
American  business  competes  on  an  equal 
footing,  and  that  means  a  government  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  principles  of  free  and  fair 
trade.  Let  me  just  focus  for  one  “sec”  on 
this  issue.  You  know  firsthand  that  exports 
have  become  a  driving  force  in  our  econo¬ 


my.  Strong  exports  cushioned  our  economic 
downturn.  Total  gross  exports  last  year  ac¬ 
counted  for  virtually  all  of  our  growth.  And 
I  know  that  many  of  you,  especially  in  the 
service  sector  and  in  agriculture,  pay  a 
price  for  being  closed  out  of  foreign  mar¬ 
kets.  We’re  pushing  hard  in  the  Uruguay 
round  to  bring  down  trade  barriers,  to  open 
more  markets  to  American  goods  and  serv¬ 
ices.  Jim  Baker  took  that  free  trade  message 
to  Japan  just  the  other  day.  And  a  week  ago 
tonight,  I  got  to  The  Hague  and  delivered 
that  same  message  to  the  European  Com¬ 
munity  in  The  Hague. 

Closer  to  home,  we’ve  won  Fast  Track 
authority  for  a  North  American  free  trade 
agreement  linking  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  Mexico.  And  yesterday  I  met 
here  at  the  White  House  with  Argentina’s 
great  President,  Carlos  Menem.  He’s  strong 
on  our  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initia¬ 
tive  to  transform  this  entire  hemisphere 
into  a  free  trade  zone. 

Now,  these  solid,  forward-looking  initia¬ 
tives  will  pay  dividends  down  the  road  in 
increased  growth,  new  markets  for  Ameri¬ 
can  products,  new  jobs  for  American  work¬ 
ers.  I’m  confident  that  our  long-term  strate¬ 
gy  is  on  target,  but  there  are  steps  that 
we’ve  got  to  take  right  now;  no  more  delay. 
And  let’s  start  with  the  overhaul  of  our  anti¬ 
quated  bank  system.  Everyone  of  you 
knows  how  the  problems  in  our  banking 
system  plague  this  economy.  In  March,  I 
sent  up  to  the  Congress  the  first  compre¬ 
hensive  bank  reform  since  the  1930’s,  re¬ 
forms  that  would  bring  American  banks 
into  the  modern  age.  And  even  though  the 
Congress  is  heading  toward  recess,  we’re 
going  to  keep  pressing  for  these  fundamen¬ 
tal  and  important  reforms.  We  can  get 
them  done  within  the  next  week. 

The  same  goes  for  our  other  key  propos¬ 
als.  For  3  years  now,  I  have  proposed  a 
package  of  growth  initiatives:  Not  just  cap¬ 
ital  gains,  to  which  I  remain  committed,  but 
incentives  to  encourage  saving  like  our 
family  savings  accounts,  increased  incen¬ 
tives  for  R&D  to  help  keep  American  busi¬ 
ness  competitive,  measures  to  help  first¬ 
time  buyers  tap  into  their  IRA’s  to  buy  that 
new  home,  enterprise  zones  to  unleash  the 
urban  entrepreneur.  Each  one  of  these  ini- 
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tiatives  would  give  a  sluggish  economy  a 
needed  boost. 

So  far  I’ve  spoken  about  ways  were 
trying  to  turn  things  around.  Now  let  me 
tell  you  what  we  won’t  do.  The  first  rule  of 
economic  policy  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
Hippocratic  oath,  “Do  no  harm.”  We’re 
going  to  draw  the  line  against  the  budget- 
busters.  We’re  going  to  resist  the  quick-fix 
solutions  out  there.  You  and  I  know  that 
when  things  are  down  there’s  a  lot  of  politi¬ 
cal  quick  fixes  that  are  proposed.  And  a  lot 
of  them  are  very,  very  attractive  politically. 
They’d  be  attractive  for  me  if  I  could  em¬ 
brace  them.  But  from  the  folks  who  would 
have  you  believe  they  can  reach  in,  flip  a 
lever  here,  turn  a  knob  there,  and  fine-tune 
a  $5  trillion  economy,  we’re  getting  these 
programs.  We’ve  got  to  resist  them. 

Pressure  is  building  as  we  enter  1992.  But 
let  me  say  right  now,  we  cannot  and  we 
won’t  sacrifice  long-term  economic  health 
for  short-term  political  gain.  I  don’t  expect 
it  to  be  easy— understatement  of  the  year — 
but  I  am  determined  to  find  a  way  to  work 
with  the  opposition,  to  reach  out,  to  deal  in 
good  faith,  and  to  do  our  job  so  that  you  can 
keep  doing  yours. 

And  one  last  comment.  Yesterday  the 
House  overwhelmingly  passed  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefits  legislation  and  sent  it  to  the 
Senate.  My  message  to  the  Senate  is  simple 
and  direct:  People  are  hurting  out  there. 
And  if  they’re  to  receive  a  check  before 
Thanksgiving,  the  Senate  must  get  this  bill 
to  me  today.  I  want  to  see  this  legislation, 
legislation  that  meets  the  criteria  that  I’ve 
laid  out  on  my  desk  today.  This  new  bill 
does  not  bust  the  budget  agreement.  We 
could  have  had  one  like  it  3  months  ago. 
But  in  any  event,  by  standing  up  against 
bad  legislation,  I  can  now  say  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people:  We  can  help  these  people  that 
need  help.  And  the  rest  of  the  people,  the 
taxpayer,  the  guy  that  does  have  a  job,  is 
not  going  to  be  further  burdened  because 
of  this  by  higher  taxes  or  higher  deficit. 

Now,  once  again,  my  thanks  to  all  of  you. 
And  now,  Jim  and  Marshall,  I’ll  be  pleased 
to  take  a  couple  of  questions. 

Economic  Outlook 

Q.  Mr.  President,  as  citizens,  as  voters,  we 
certainly  often  advise  you  as  to  what  we 


would  like  you  to  do.  You  may  answer  this 
question  as  generally  or  as  specifically  as 
you  would  like.  But  what  would  you  like  to 
see  American  business  leaders  do  in  1992? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  that  our 
system  works  best  when  independent  enter¬ 
prises  take  their  cue  from  the  market,  not 
from  Washington.  So  in  1992,  what  I  want 
to  see  is  simply  this:  I’d  like  to  see  you  do 
what  you  do  best. 

First,  you  can  build  on  your  enormous 
successes.  You  know,  during  the  eighties, 
the  manufacturing  sector  of  our  economy 
retooled,  literally  revolutionized  the  way 
American  companies  do  business.  And  you 
know  the  results.  Manufacturing  productivi¬ 
ty  shot  up  more  than  35  percent.  You 
honed  the  competitive  edge  that  enabled 
our  companies  to  capture  new  markets 
abroad  and  keep  customers  satisfied  here  at 
home.  Exports  of  goods  and  services  have 
exploded.  In  real  terms,  exports  are  up 
more  than  70  percent  in  the  past  5  years. 

And  as  I  promised  just  a  few  minutes  ago, 
we’ll  keep  working  in  Washington  to  create 
a  good  climate  for  growth.  There  are  some 
tough  economic  statistics  out  there.  But 
right  now,  inflation  is  under  control.  That’s 
one  stealth  tax  that  people  don’t  have  to 
worry  about.  Interest  rates  are  lower  now 
than  they’ve  been  in  years.  Earlier  this 
week,  I  called  for  lower  credit  card  rates  to 
take  some  of  the  sting  out  of  consumer 
debt,  and  I’m  pleased  to  see  some  banks 
responding.  Frankly,  I  hope  more  will 
follow  suit.  Revive  consumer  confidence. 
Give  this  economy  a  little  kick. 

To  improve  the  business  climate,  well 
keep  working  to  drive  down  trade  barriers 
abroad,  to  pursue  a  sound  fiscal  policy  at 
home.  Well  do  all  we  can  to  keep  the  play¬ 
ing  field  level.  That  means  cutting  through 
the  redtape  and  needless  regulations.  You 
keep  innovating,  pioneering  new  products, 
setting  new  goals,  and  rising  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge.  And  then,  if  both  of  us  do  our  jobs, 
1992  will  mark  a  new  beginning  for  Ameri¬ 
can  business,  and  I  really  believe  a  new  era 
of  prosperity  for  the  American  people. 

When  you  see  the  difficulties  we’re 
having  now,  it  is  clear  to  me  that  American 
business  fundamentally  is  getting  in  good 
shape  to  be  more  competitive  in  the  future, 
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to  be  leaner,  to  be  ready  to  fire  on  out 
there  and  compete  with  anybody  around 
the  world.  That's  your  goal.  My  goal  is  to 
see  that  the  Government  doesn't  get  in  the 
way  and  where  possible,  like  hammering 
out  trade  agreements,  be  helpful  to  you. 

So,  that's  the  way  I  see  it.  And  some  of 
that's  gratuitous,  but  I  am  not  pessimistic 
about  where  we're  going.  Yes,  we've  got 
some  short-term  problems  here,  and  they're 
significant.  And  the  deficits  have  kind  of 
added  up  here;  interest  rates  were  much 
higher.  But  we'll  be  coming  out  of  this.  The 
big  debate  amongst  the  economists  is  where 
we  actually  stand.  But  the  third  quarter  had 
some  growth  to  it,  anemic  and  slow,  now 
seems  to  be  some  kind  of  leveling  off.  But 
most  of  the  hotshots  are  predicting  growth, 
so  I  hope  that's  correct. 

But  at  some  point,  if  we  do  our  job  right 
and  don't  burden  the  economy  with  kind  of 
bold,  quick  fixes  that  have  appeal  like  enor¬ 
mous  tax  cuts  that  can't  be  paid  for  in  any 
way,  I  think  things  will  come  around,  and  I 
think  this  economy  will  really  move  on  out 
with  the  fundamentals  in  place  for  the  best 
growth  we've  seen  in  years. 

Education 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  question  for 
you.  I  know  that  the  troubles  of  our  public 
school  systems  worry  you  greatly  and  they 
also  cause  the  business  community  great 
concern:  Eroding  standards,  high  dropout 
rates,  declining  math  and  science  proficien¬ 
cy.  It  worries  us  as  concerned  Americans, 
but  as  business  people  these  realities  give  us 
grave  doubts  about  the  American  work 
force.  The  question  is  twofold:  What  imme¬ 
diate  steps  do  you  plan  to  take?  Secondly, 
what  kind  of  advice  and  direction  would 
you  give  American  business  people,  both 
large  and  small  corporations,  who  would 
like  to  get  involved  and  would  like  to  make 
a  difference? 

The  President.  Well,  in  America  2000  we 
set  national  education  strategies.  And  in  our 
very  able  Secretary  Alexander  and  then  his 
Deputy,  David  Kearns,  who  you  know  so 
well  and  to  whom  I’m  deeply  indebted, 
you've  selected  people  to  lead  the  effort. 
We  want  to  do  whatever  we  can  here.  I'm 
fortunate  to  have  Lamar  there.  And  I’m 
delighted  that  we  managed  to  lure  David 


Kearns  from  the  upper  reaches,  to  come 
out  of  the  highest  level  of  corporate  Amer¬ 
ica  to  take  on  this  fantastic  new  challenge 
in  our  classrooms.  We're  serious,  they  are 
and  I  am,  about  igniting  a  revolution  in 
American  education. 

Business  can  do  a  great  deal  to  help  us 
along  the  road  to  America  2000,  and  they 
already  are.  We’ve  got  some  great  advisory 
groups  formed  from  high-level  business 
people,  and  they  are  pitching  in,  rolling  up 
their  sleeves,  engaging.  And  that  is  impor¬ 
tant  because  Government  alone  isn’t  going 
to  solve  all  this. 

But  look,  first  is  consumers.  You  have 
what  I  would  call  a  vested  interest  in  the 
quality  of  American  education.  One  ele¬ 
ment  of  America  2000  calls  for  bringing  the 
corporate  community  into  our  classrooms. 
You  can  anchor  our  education  reform  in 
real  world  concerns.  You  can  bring  the 
needs  of  the  market  to  our  schools. 

Secondly,  we  need  your  help  as  reform¬ 
ers.  The  business  community  volunteers 
millions  of  hours  serving  as  mentors  in  our 
schools.  I  remember  going  to  Rochester 
where  Kodak  has  set  a  tremendous  example 
in  that  community  doing  just  that,  mentor¬ 
ing.  You  contribute  billions  of  dollars  sup¬ 
plying  technology  and  supporting  innova¬ 
tive  ideas  in  education.  Some  of  you  are 
helping  to  fund  a  revolutionary  experiment 
in  education  reform  called  the  New  Ameri¬ 
can  Schools  initiative;  met  with  many  of  the 
business  leaders  on  that  up  at  Camp  David. 

Education  ought  to  learn  a  lesson  from 
business.  It's  time  we  recognize  competition 
and  choice  can  be  catalysts  for  real  change. 
So  let  me  extend,  then,  an  open  invitation 
to  all  of  you:  Bring  your  ideas  to  the  table. 
Help  us  break  the  mold.  This  is  what  we're 
talking  about.  Reinvent  American  education 
to  meet  the  needs  of  a  new  century. 

And  thirdly,  we  need  your  help  as  teach¬ 
ers.  And  I  know  I'm  preaching  to  the  choir 
on  this  one,  because  many  of  your  compa¬ 
nies  are  already  leading  the  way.  But  I  urge 
you  all:  Go  into  our  schools;  share  your 
wisdom.  Don’t  stop  there.  Bring  the  class¬ 
room  into  your  companies.  Help  those 
workers  who  desperately  want  to  learn  how 
to  read  and  write,  master  the  basic  tools  of 
literacy.  Help  your  employees  learn  new 
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skills,  better  themselves  for  the  good  of 
their  careers,  and  also  I  think  it’s  for  the 
good  of  the  companies. 

If  we  made  a  mistake  in  the  past,  it’s 
been  leaving  education  to  the  professional 
bureaucracy,  to  the  so-called  experts,  cut¬ 
ting  off  our  schools  from  the  outside  com¬ 
munity.  America  2000  breaks  down  those 
barriers.  And  I  see  the  business  community 
as  an  ally,  a  real  agent  for  change.  I  salute 
all  of  you  for  what  you’re  doing  now.  And 
then,  of  course,  I  want  to  challenge  you  to 
do  more.  And  if  you  don’t  do  that,  I’ll  sic 
my  wife,  Barbara,  on  you.  She’s  a  bird  dog 
on  this  education,  and  many  of  you  there 
have  helped  enormously  encourage  her  as 


she  takes  this  message  of  family  involve¬ 
ment  and  reading  around  the  country. 

So  again,  we’re  grateful,  not  just  the 
family  but  the  administration,  leaders  in  the 
Department  of  Education  for  all  you  have 
done.  Thanks  again  to  all  of  you  for  letting 
me  join  you  in  Charleston  in  this  wonderful 
way.  Thanks  a  lot.  Nice  to  be  with  you. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  a.m. 
from  Room  459  in  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building.  In  his  remarks,  the  President  re¬ 
ferred  to  Jim  Hayes  and  Marshall  Loeb, 
publisher  and  managing  editor  of  Fortune 
magazine. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Continuing  Appropriations  Bill 
November  15,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.J.  Res. 
374,  making  further  continuing  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  fiscal  year  1992. 

Providing  for  the  operation  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  through  Continuing  Resolutions  is 
an  undesirable  practice.  However,  a  third 
Continuing  Resolution  for  FY  1992  is  neces¬ 
sary  at  this  time  in  order  to  keep  certain 
activities  of  the  Government  functioning 
while  the  Congress  completes  the  appro¬ 
priations  process. 

I  commend  the  Congress  for  presenting 
me  with  a  simple,  straightforward  extension 


of  funding  that  is  not  burdened  with  unre¬ 
lated  provisions.  I  urge  the  Congress  to 
complete  the  ordinary  appropriations  proc¬ 
ess  by  November  26,  which  is  the  date  this 
third  Continuing  Resolution  expires. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  15,  1991. 

Note:  H.J.  Res.  374,  approved  November  15, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-163. 


Remarks  on  Presenting  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities  1991  Charles  Frankel  Awards 
November  15,  1991 


Please  be  seated,  and  we’ll  get  on  with 
the  show  here.  Welcome  to  all  of  you.  Bar¬ 
bara  and  I  are  just  delighted  to  have  you 
here.  I  especially  want  to  single  out  Lynne 
Cheney,  the  Chairman— hey,  you— [laugh- 
ter]  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Humanities,  and  then  greet 
the  members  of  the  Council,  the  Endow¬ 
ment’s  National  Council.  And  of  course,  a 


special  greeting  to  the  honorees. 

Lynne  and  I  and  Barbara  want  you  to 
know  how  deeply  we  value  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  NEH.  And  especially  let  me 
say  to  you  how  much  we  appreciate  your 
leadership,  Lynne,  an  exemplary  scholar 
and  an  outstanding  public  servant.  And  she 
really  is  doing  a  first-class  job  over  there. 

As  we  single  out  these  recipients  for 
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honor  of  the  third  annual  Frankel  Prize  for 
the  Humanities,  let  me  just  recall  some 
words  of  Thomas  Jefferson:  “If  a  nation  ex¬ 
pects  to  be  ignorant  and  free  in  a  state  of 
civilization,  it  expects  what  never  was  and 
never  will  be.  Enlighten  the  people  gener¬ 
ally,  and  tyranny  and  oppressions  of  body 
and  mind  will  vanish  like  evil  spirits  at  the 
dawn  of  the  day/’ 

Well,  those  words  from  Thomas  Jefferson 
point  to  the  vital  connection  between 
knowledge  and  freedom.  And  they  remind 
us  that  citizens  of  all  ages  must  strive  for 
greater  learning  if  society  is  to  thrive.  This 
prize  honors  men  and  women  who  are 
teachers-at-large,  who  share  with  the  public 
their  love  for  the  humanities  and  for  Amer¬ 
ica  as  a  civilization.  With  the  Frankel  Prize, 
we  honor  front-line  defenders  of  our  Na¬ 
tion’s  culture  and  values. 

Charles  Frankel  was  a  university  profes¬ 
sor,  writer,  cultural  affairs  leader  in  our  dip¬ 
lomatic  service,  and  founder  of  the  National 
Humanities  Center.  Our  honorees  exempli¬ 
fy  the  commitment  to  learning  and  civic 
responsibility  that  characterized  Mr.  Fran- 
kel’s  great  life.  Their  achievements  give  res¬ 
onance  to  the  words  of  Henry  Adams:  “A 
teacher  affects  eternity;  he  can  never  tell 
where  his  influence  stops.” 

Winton  Blount,  Red  Blount  to  me,  my 
dear  friend  from  Alabama,  he’s  a  man  of 
many  parts.  He’s  poured  equal  portions  of 
his  tremendous  talent  and  energy  into  busi¬ 
ness  entrepreneurship,  public  service,  and 
leadership  in  education  and  the  humanities. 
For  the  Alabama  Shakespeare  Festival,  he 
and  his  wife,  Carolyn,  generously  donated 
an  outstanding  performing  arts  center.  He’s 
a  patron  and  director  of  the  Folger  here, 
the  Folger  Shakespeare  Library  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  He  served  more  than  three  decades  as 
a  trustee  of  the  University  of  Alabama,  and 
he  serves  on  the  Alabama  Foundation  for 
Educational  Excellence. 

He  also  has  helped  support  the  written 
word  in  a  way  few  of  us  ever  will  have  the 
chance  to  do,  namely,  as  U.S.  Postmaster 
General.  Think  of  all  the  latter-day  Brown¬ 
ings  and  Brontes  whose  love  verses  and 
novel  manuscripts  reached  their  destina¬ 
tions  thanks  to  this  man  right  here.  [Laugh¬ 
ter] 

With  a  passion  for  American  history  and 


culture,  Ken  Burns  has  taken  this  country’s 
most  defining  experience  and  made  it  a 
documentary  film  masterpiece,  “The  Civil 
War.”  Thirty-eight  million  television  view¬ 
ers,  thirty-eight  million,  have  observed  Ken 
Burns’  artistry  in  recounting  America’s  epic. 
Ken  has  also  made  acclaimed  documenta¬ 
ries  on  Huey  Long,  Thomas  Hart  Benton, 
the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  and  the  Statue  of  Lib¬ 
erty.  And  now  I  can’t  wait  for  him  to  com¬ 
plete  his  next  project,  a  film  about  baseball. 

Happy  occasions  are  coming  in  bundles 
today.  This  is  the  birthday  of  Winton 
Blount’s  wife,  Carolyn,  and  of  Ken  Burns’ 
daughter,  Lilly,  who  is  5  years  old. 

An  insightful  literacy  critic  and  teacher, 
Louise  Cowan  believes  that  appreciation  of 
literature  is  essential  in  the  formation  of 
civic  and  business  leaders.  Over  the  years 
she’s  impressed  thousands  of  students  with 
the  power  of  literature  to  form  the  con¬ 
science  and  consciousness  of  a  people.  She 
ranks  among  the  great  builders  of  education 
in  Texas.  As  English  department  chairman 
and  graduate  school  dean,  she  brought 
strength  and  distinction  to  the  University  of 
Dallas  in  its  formative  years. 

As  founder  of  the  Dallas  Institute  of  Hu¬ 
manities  and  Culture,  she’s  brought  com¬ 
munity  leaders  together  to  discuss  the 
impact  of  humanities  on  civic  values.  One 
of  her  new  students  happens  to  be  my 
daughter-in-law.  There’s  no  nepotism  in¬ 
volved  in  this  award,  I  might  point.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  But  with  pride,  we  point  out  that  our 
daughter-in-law  is  there.  As  a  remarkable 
teacher  of  teachers,  Louise  Cowan  also 
founded  the  Dallas  Teachers  Academy, 
which  helps  deepen  the  learning  and  skills 
of  teachers  in  the  Dallas  public  schools. 

Karl  Haas  has  endeared  himself  to  mil¬ 
lions  of  radio  listeners  for  his  “Adventures 
in  Good  Music”  program.  Karl’s  program 
combines  selections  of  classical  music  with 
his  warm  and  informative  commentaries. 
Karl’s  appeal  reaches  beyond  the  usual  con¬ 
fines  of  classical  music  audiences.  He  likes 
to  tell  about  the  letters  he  gets  from  farm¬ 
ers  who  tune  into  his  show  on  their  transis¬ 
tor  radios  while  driving  their  tractors.  His 
large  following  also  includes  many  who 
listen  to  the  Armed  Services  Radio  Net¬ 
work.  Karl  Haas  began  his  musical  career  as 
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a  concert  pianist.  He  continues  his  concert 
tours  and  performed  in  25  cities  just  last 
year.  He  also  is  author  of  the  popular  refer¬ 
ence  book  “Inside  Music. 

John  Kuo  Wei  Tchen  is  a  professional  his¬ 
torian  who  has  helped  Americans  discover 
the  riches  of  immigrant  culture  through  his 
prolific  writings,  lectures,  media  produc¬ 
tions,  and  organizational  efforts.  As  co¬ 
founder  of  New  York’s  Chinatown  History 
Museum,  he’s  won  praise  all  across  the 
Nation  for  his  innovative  approaches  to  pre¬ 
senting  community  history.  He  served  2 
years  as  chairman  of  the  New  York  Council 
for  the  Humanities,  and  recently  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Advisory  Council  of  the 
Smithsonian.  He  wrote  a  prize-winning 
book  on  photographs  of  San  Francisco  s 
Chinatown. 

And  on  behalf  of  all  Americans,  Barbara 


and  I  thank  all  of  you  for  the  commitment 
that  you’ve  shown  to  the  humanities  and  to 
your  fellow  citizens.  And  may  God  bless 
you  all. 

And  now,  Chairman  Cheney,  if  you  will 
take  over  and  instruct  us  as  to  how  we 
present  these  well-deserved  awards. 

Chairman  Cheney.  I  can  do  this,  Mr. 
President,  if  you  show  me  how  the  podium 
works.  [Laughter] 

The  President  Yes.  I  don’t  want  you  to 
look  like  Queen  Elizabeth.  [Laughter] 

[At  this  point,  the  President  presented  the 
awards.] 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  for  coming. 
And  congratulations  once  again  to  all  the 
winners,  well-deserved.  We’re  proud  of  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:34  a  m.  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  Iraq’s  Compliance  With  United 
Nations  Security  Council  Resolutions 

November  15,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Consistent  with  the  Authorization  for  Use 
of  Military  Force  Against  Iraq  Resolution 
(Public  Law  102-1),  and  as  part  of  my  con¬ 
tinuing  effort  to  keep  the  Congress  fully 
informed,  I  am  again  reporting  on  the 
status  of  efforts  to  obtain  compliance  by 
Iraq  with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
U.N.  Security  Council. 

Since  I  last  reported  on  September  16, 
1991,  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency  (IAEA)  and  the  United  Nations  Spe¬ 
cial  Commission  created  under  Resolution 
687  have  continued  to  conduct  inspections 
and  other  activities  related  to  Iraqi  weapons 
of  mass  destruction  and  ballistic  missiles. 
Iraq  has  continued  to  use  concealment,  de¬ 
ception,  and  denial  of  unrestricted  access  to 
prevent  or  inhibit  U.N.  inspections.  Despite 
these  efforts,  the  U.N.  teams  have  uncov¬ 
ered  additional  evidence  of  these  weapons 
systems. 

In  particular,  inspections  carried  out 
during  this  period  found  unambiguous  evi¬ 


dence  that  Iraq  had  a  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram,  with  a  very  large  technical  work 
force  and  infrastructure,  to  design  and  build 
nuclear  weapons.  Iraq’s  determination  to 
prevent  disclosure  of  this  evidence  was 
demonstrated  by  the  well-publicized  events 
of  September  23-26,  during  which  Iraqi  au¬ 
thorities  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  U.N.  team  from  removing  key  docu¬ 
ments  concerning  the  nuclear-weapons  pro¬ 
gram  and  Iraqi  procurements  from  foreign 
sources. 

Similarly,  U.N.  inspections  during  this 
period  have  shown  that  Iraq  has  greatly 
misrepresented  the  scope  and  size  of  its 
chemical,  biological,  and  missile  programs. 
Two  additional  undeclared  types  of  nerve 
agents  have  been  discovered  at  Samarra, 
and  stocks  of  chemical  munitions,  which  far 
exceed  the  amounts  declared  by  Iraq,  have 
been  identified  in  a  number  of  locations. 
More  than  60  long-range  Iraqi  missiles  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  Special  Commission, 
but  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  several 
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hundred  others  remain  unaccounted  for 
and  unacknowledged  by  Iraq. 

The  IAEA  and  the  Special  Commission 
are  continuing  their  efforts  to  identify  and 
destroy  these  Iraqi  programs.  Commission 
Chairman  Ekeus  travelled  to  Baghdad  to 
underscore  the  determination  of  the  United 
Nations  to  carry  out  its  mission.  U.N.  inspec¬ 
tions  continue,  and  German  helicopters  (on 
loan  to  the  Special  Commission  to  facilitate 
inspections)  have  been  used  effectively.  In 
addition,  on  October  11,  the  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  adopted  Resolution  715,  approving  long¬ 
term  monitoring  plans  submitted  by  the 
Special  Commission  and  the  IAEA  to  con¬ 
tinue  international  inspection  of  Iraqi  activi¬ 
ties  that  could  lead  to  future  programs  of 
this  type. 

The  United  States  has  assisted  the  United 
Nations  in  its  activities,  including  the  con¬ 
duct  of  U-2  surveillance  flights  and  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  intelligence  from  various  sources, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so.  It  should  be 
noted,  however,  that  a  problem  persists 
with  regard  to  financing  the  international 
inspection  teams. 

Significant  further  progress  has  been 
made  since  my  last  report  toward  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  resolution  of  the  Security 
Council  concerning  compensation  of  the 
victims  of  the  unlawful  invasion  and  occu¬ 
pation  of  Kuwait.  The  second  session  of  the 
Governing  Council  of  the  new  U.N.  Com¬ 
pensation  Commission  met  from  October 
14-18  in  Geneva  and  adopted  arrange¬ 
ments  for  ensuring  payments  to  the  Com¬ 
pensation  Fund  from  future  Iraqi  oil  ship¬ 
ments  (at  such  time  as  the  Security  Council 
lifts  the  current  sanctions).  The  Governing 
Council  also  adopted  further  guidance  on 
certain  issues  concerning  the  criteria  adopt¬ 
ed  earlier  on  the  claims  of  individuals  for 
up  to  $100,000.  The  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Commission  is  continuing  to  fill  out  his 
staff  with  the  technical  experts  necessary  to 
review  claims  and  to  collect  revenues  from 
Iraqi  oil  exports.  The  Governing  Council 
has  scheduled  meetings  in  November,  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  March  to  organize  the  processing 
of  these  individual  claims  and  to  adopt  cri¬ 
teria  for  handling  other  types  of  claims,  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  environmental  damage 
and  loss  of  natural  resources. 

In  the  meantime,  the  U.N.  Security  Coun¬ 


cil  has  taken  further  action  to  permit  ship¬ 
ment  of  food  and  other  humanitarian  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  Iraqi  people  in  a  manner  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  Council’s  previous  deci¬ 
sions.  On  September  19,  the  Council  adopt¬ 
ed  Resolution  712,  which  approved  proce¬ 
dures  for  the  sale  of  up  to  $1.6  billion  of 
Iraqi  oil  with  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for 
the  Compensation  Commission,  other  U.N. 
activities  related  to  Iraq,  and  humanitarian 
relief  under  U.N.  control  to  ensure  its  equi¬ 
table  distribution  in  Iraq.  Unfortunately, 
Iraq  has  not  yet  indicated  that  it  will  accept 
the  regime  established  by  Resolution  712 
for  the  provision  of  such  humanitarian 
relief.  At  the  same  time,  Saddam  Hussein’s 
government  is  hoarding  supplies  of  food, 
which  it  distributes  only  to  favored  groups. 
As  a  result,  the  Government  of  Iraq  must 
bear  full  responsibility  for  any  suffering  that 
may  result  from  shortfalls  in  food  and  other 
essential  supplies  during  the  coming 
months. 

The  United  States  remains  concerned 
that  Iraq  has  not  yet  carried  out  its  obliga¬ 
tions  under  previous  Security  Council  reso¬ 
lutions  to  return  all  detained  Kuwaiti  and 
third-country  nationals.  On  March  7,  Iraq 
agreed  to  cooperate  with  the  International 
Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  on  repatriation 
of  prisoners  and  civilian  detainees.  As  re¬ 
cently  as  the  October  16-17  Tripartite 
Commission  meeting  in  Geneva,  Iraq  ac¬ 
cepted  the  responsibility  to  respond  to  ap¬ 
peals  for  the  release  of,  or  information 
about,  the  Kuwaiti  list  of  over  2,100  per¬ 
sons.  We  have  raised  this  humanitarian 
issue  with  the  Baghdad  authorities  on  more 
than  one  occasion.  We  also  remain  con¬ 
cerned  about  Iraq’s  failure  to  return  all 
stolen  Kuwaiti  property  and  military  equip¬ 
ment  (including  Hawk  air  defense  missiles), 
as  it  is  obligated  to  do  under  the  various 
Security  Council  resolutions. 

During  the  period  since  my  last  report, 
the  Iraqis  continued  to  violate  Kuwait’s 
northern  border  to  retrieve  equipment  left 
behind.  We  will  carefully  monitor  Iraq’s  ac¬ 
tions  in  this  regard  and  remain  prepared  to 
take  appropriate  steps  if  the  situation  re¬ 
quires. 

As  I  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  United 
States  remains  concerned  about  the  situa- 
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tion  of  the  Kurds  and  other  population 
groups  that  have  been  the  object  of  repres¬ 
sive  measures  by  the  Iraqi  Government. 
Once  again,  we  have  informed  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Iraq  that,  in  concert  with  our  Coa¬ 
lition  partners,  we  will  continue  to  monitor 
carefully  the  treatment  of  Iraqi  citizens, 
and  that  together  we  remain  prepared  to 
take  appropriate  steps  if  the  situation  re¬ 
quires.  To  this  end,  we  will  continue  to 
maintain  an  appropriate  level  of  forces  in 
the  region  for  as  long  as  required  by  the 
situation  in  Iraq. 


I  remain  grateful  for  the  support  of  the 
Congress  for  these  efforts,  and  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  continued  cooperation  toward 
achieving  our  mutual  objectives. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Robert  C.  Byrd,  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate.  An  original  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
this  letter. 


Appointment  of  David  J.  Beightol  as  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  Intergovernmental  Affairs 
November  15,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  David  J.  Beightol  as  Special 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Intergovern¬ 
mental  Affairs  at  the  White  House.  He 
would  succeed  G.O.  Griffith. 

Since  1987  Mr.  Beightol  has  been  the  di¬ 
rector  of  Wisconsin  Governor  Tommy  G. 
Thompson’s  Washington,  DC,  office.  In  this 
capacity,  he  has  represented  Governor 
Thompson  on  several  national  and  regional 
organizations,  serving  as:  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  for  the  Council  of 
Great  Lakes  Governors,  chairman  of  the 
National  Governors’  Association’s  interna¬ 
tional  advisory  committee  staff  advisory 
council,  chairman  of  the  U.S.  Trade  Repre¬ 


sentative’s  Intergovernmental  Advisory 
Committee  Working  Group  and  chairman 
of  the  National  Governors’  Association 
“After  School  Years”  task  force  staff  adviso¬ 
ry  committee.  From  1983  to  1987,  Mr. 
Beightol  served  in  several  capacities  such  as 
legislative  assistant  and  press  secretary  to 
Congressman  F.  James  Sensenbrenner  (R- 
WI);  and  later  as  a  Republican  technical 
consultant  on  the  House  Space,  Science, 
and  Technology  Committee. 

Mr.  Beightol  graduated  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin,  receiving  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  in  history.  He  was  born  on  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1958.  Mr.  Beightol  has  two  chil¬ 
dren  and  resides  in  Chevy  Chase,  MD. 


Remarks  on  Presenting  the  Presidential  Medals  of  Freedom 
November  18,  1991 


Welcome.  Welcome,  and  please  be 
seated.  Let  me  first  single  out  President 
Ford  and  say  how  pleased  we  are  to  have 
him  here.  And  of  course,  members  of  our 
Cabinet  over  here.  And  especially  today, 
the  families  and  friends  of  the  recipients. 

It’s  a  special  honor  to  have  the  privilege 
of  presenting  the  Nation’s  highest  civilian 


award,  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom. 
Since  the  first  Presidential  Medal,  since 
those  first  recipients  were  chosen  by  Presi¬ 
dent  John  Kennedy  in  1963,  some  of  the 
world’s  most  notable  individuals  have  been 
honored.  In  this  administration  alone,  the 
medal  was  awarded  to  war  heroes  like  Gen¬ 
eral  Doolittle,  Jimmy  Doolittle,  General 
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Schwarzkopf;  diplomats  and  public  servants 
like  Jim  Baker  and  Margaret  Chase  Smith 
and  Douglas  Dillon;  world-famous  enter¬ 
tainers  such  as  Lucille  Ball;  and  just  last 
year,  a  world  leader  of  enormous  conse¬ 
quence,  former  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher. 

And  each  of  these  extraordinary  individ¬ 
uals  were  pioneers  in  their  own  right,  each 
a  monument  to  individual  achievement.  Ill 
never  forget  that  November  night  2  years 
ago  when  Lech  Walesa  accepted  his  medal 
right  here  in  this  room,  saying  that  now  one 
of  the  greatest  dreams  of  his  life  had  been 
fulfilled  because  this  medal  stood  for  the 
freedom  of  a  nation  and  the  freedom  of 
mankind. 

Today  we  recognize  10  men  and  women 
who  have  enriched  our  Nation,  whether  as 
leaders  of  popular  movements,  as  friends  of 
the  common  man,  or  as  intellectual  giants. 
Their  achievement  and  dedication  are  un¬ 
paralleled  in  America.  And  their  standards 
of  excellence  are  just  as  towering  as  their 
commitment  to  the  ideal  of  freedom. 

Author  Bill  Buckley  is  the  celebrated 
founder  of  one  of  the  largest  journals  of 
opinion  in  America,  a  preeminent  intellec¬ 
tual  in  the  American  conservative  move¬ 
ment,  and  a  distinguished  author.  Bill  Buck- 
ley  raised  the  level  of  political  debate  in 
this  country,  and  our  Nation  is  better  for  it. 
A  true  Renaissance  man,  we  honor  him 
today  for  a  lifetime  of  achievement  in 
American  political  and  social  thought. 

Clergyman  and  civil  rights  leader  Rever¬ 
end  Leon  Sullivan.  Leon  has  been  a  voice 
of  reason  throughout  the  latter  half  of  this 
century.  A  vigorous  proponent  of  equal 
rights  for  all,  Reverend  Sullivan  founded 
OIC,  Opportunities  Industrialization  Cen¬ 
ters,  one  of  the  world’s  largest  self-help  and 
job  training  facilities.  More  recently,  he  has 
worked  hard  to  develop  closer  ties  between 
this  country  and  Africa.  Reverend,  we 
salute  your  leadership  in  one  of  the  great 
movements  of  our  time,  here  and  through¬ 
out  the  world:  equal  rights  under  law. 

Conservationist  Russell  Train  has  devoted 
his  life  to  the  protection  and  conservation 
of  our  land  and  wildlife,  serving  both  in 
private  environmental  groups  and  in  the 
Federal  Government.  Fve  often  referred  to 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt’s  idea  that 


we  don’t  inherit  the  environment  from  our 
parents  so  much  as  borrow  it  from  our  chil¬ 
dren.  For  the  legacy  you  are  helping  us 
leave  to  the  children  of  America,  sir,  we 
thank  you. 

Baseball  great  Ted  Williams,  whom  I 
don’t  see  sitting  here — oops,  there  he  is 
over  on  the — don’t  say  anything — [ laugh¬ 
ter ] — is  an  American  legend,  a  remarkable 
figure  in  American  sports  and  a  twice- 
tested  war  hero.  At  the  height  of  his  athlet¬ 
ic  career,  he  answered  the  call  of  patriot¬ 
ism,  serving  his  country  in  both  World  War 
II  and  the  Korean  war,  a  true  champion  in 
the  eyes  of  many  Americans.  An  author 
wrote  of  his  retirement  from  baseball,  “And 
now  Boston  knows  how  England  felt  when 
it  lost  India.”  [Laughter]  Ted,  congratula¬ 
tions. 

Former  First  Lady  Betty  Ford.  She  first 
inspired  our  Nation  when,  fighting  her  own 
battle  against  breast  cancer,  she  drew  na¬ 
tional  attention  to  the  importance  of  early 
detection.  Later,  as  president  of  the  Betty 
Ford  Center,  she  restored  hope  and  dignity 
to  those  lost  in  the  desperation  of  drug  and 
alcohol  dependency.  Mrs.  Ford,  your  com¬ 
passion  and  caring  have  shown  millions  the 
way  to  new  lives  of  freedom. 

Former  Speaker  of  the  House  Tip  O’Neill 
is  a  legendary  figure  in  American  politics, 
blessed  with  the  common  touch  like  few 
others.  Over  50  years  ago,  Tip  entered  the 
rough-and-tumble  of  Massachusetts  politics 
and  soon  became  the  Bay  State’s  first 
Democratic  speaker.  Throughout  40  years 
as  a  Member  of  Congress  and  a  decade  as 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Tip  O’Neill  built  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  political  careers  of 
this  century.  He  is  a  tough  partisan.  Jerry, 
would  you  agree  to  that?  [Laughter]  But 
above  all,  far  more  important,  a  true  patri¬ 
ot.  Congratulations. 

And  to  former  Puerto  Rico  Governor  Dor 
Luis  Ferre,  an  old  friend.  He’s  known  as  the 
grand  old  man  of  Puerto  Rico.  Beloved  by 
his  people  as  a  patron  of  the  arts,  a  savvy 
businessman,  and  a  public  servant  of  the 
first  order,  Don  Luis  is  a  lifelong  advocate 
of  statehood  for  Puerto  Rico.  And  sir,  we 
honor  you  today  as  an  extraordinary  leader 
in  the  life  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Historian  and  humanist  Hanna  Gray  is  a 
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world-class  educator,  the  first  woman  to 
serve  as  president  of  a  major  university,  the 
University  of  Chicago.  Throughout  her 
career,  Mrs.  Gray  has  been  widely  regarded 
as  an  outstanding  Renaissance  scholar.  An 
example  for  others  in  her  profession,  she 
continues  to  teach  at  least  one  class  a  se¬ 
mester.  Mrs.  Gray,  for  your  pursuit  of  the 
highest  ideals  in  your  profession  and  your 
commitment  to  excellence  in  American 
education,  we  salute  you. 

Vernon  Walters  enlisted  in  the  Army  as  a 
private  in  1941  before  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  II.  Nearly  half  a  century  later, 
he  was  our  Ambassador  to  Germany  during 
the  fall  of  the  Berlin  Wall.  In  the  years 
between,  he  served  six  Presidents  as  a 
statesman,  an  ambassador,  and  a  trusted 
aide.  His  brilliant  mastery  of  the  art  of  di¬ 
plomacy  is  renowned,  and  his  extraordinary 
linguistic  skills  have  frequently  advanced 
our  diplomatic  efforts,  often  in  the  face  of 
grave  danger.  It’s  been  said  that  courage  is 
the  price  that  life  exacts  for  granting  peace. 
For  your  courageous  service,  sir,  to  the 
cause  of  peace  and  the  American  ideal,  we 
thank  you. 

And  finally,  we  honor  Professor  Friedrich 
von  Hayek  for  a  lifetime  of  looking  beyond 
the  horizon.  At  a  time  when  many  saw  so¬ 
cialism  as  ordained  by  history,  he  foresaw 
freedom’s  triumph.  Over  40  years  ago,  Pro¬ 
fessor  von  Hayek  wrote  that  “the  road  to 


serfdom”  was  not  the  road  to  the  future  or 
to  the  political  and  economic  freedom  of 
man.  A  Nobel  laureate,  he  is  widely  cred¬ 
ited  as  one  of  the  most  influential  economic 
writers  of  our  century.  Professor  von  Hayek 
is  revered  by  the  free  people  of  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe  as  a  true  visionary  and  rec¬ 
ognized  worldwide  as  a  revolutionary  in  in¬ 
tellectual  and  political  thought.  How  mag¬ 
nificent  it  must  be  for  him  to  witness  his 
ideas  validated  before  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  We  salute  him. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are 
indeed  indebted  to  each  of  our  honorees. 
You  have  touched  us.  You  have  enriched  us. 
You  have  shaped  our  Nation’s  destiny.  And 
you  ve  also  shown  us  the  strength  and  joy  of 
a  simple  but  powerful  idea,  the  idea  of  free¬ 
dom. 

God  bless  each  of  you,  and  may  God  bless 
our  country.  And  now  Barbara  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  present  these  awards,  and  the 
aide  will  read  the  citations  for  us. 

[At  this  point,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
presented  the  Medals  of  Freedom.] 

That  concludes  the  ceremony.  And  Bar¬ 
bara  and  I  look  forward  to  greeting  all  of 
you  out  here.  And  we’ll  see  you  in  a 
minute. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:30  a.m.  on 
the  State  Floor  at  the  White  House. 


M°fh^ntl0nw^0rp!fIllb  jrt  Kelly  To  Be  United  States  Ambassador 
to  the  Republic  of  Finland 

November  18,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  int< 
tion  to  nominate  John  Hubert  Kelly, 
Georgia,  a  career  member  of  the  Sen: 
Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Couns 
or,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordinary  a 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
America  to  the  Republic  of  Finland.  I 
would  succeed  John  Giffen  Weinmann. 

Since  1989,  Ambassador  Kelly  has  servi 
as  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Near  Ea; 
ern  and  South  Asian  Affairs  at  the  U  S  D 
partment  of  State  in  Washington,  DC  Pri 


to  this,  he  served  as  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Policy  Planning  Staff  at  the  Department  of 
State,  1988-1989;  and  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Lebanon,  1986-1988.  In  addition,  he  served 
at  the  U.S.  Department  of  State  in  several 
capacities:  short-term  special  projects  offi¬ 
ce  Q£in  .^ice  Management,  1985- 
1986;  Principal  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
for  European  Affairs,  1983-1985;  Senior 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  1982-1983;  and  Deputy  Executive 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State, 
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1981.  20,  1939,  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin.  Mr. 

Ambassador  Kelly  graduated  from  Emory  Kelly  is  married,  has  two  children,  and  re- 
University  (B.A.,  1961).  He  was  bom  July  sides  in  Arlington,  VA. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Release  of  American 
Hostage  Thomas  Sutherland  and  British  Hostage  Terry  Waite 
November  18,  1991 


We  are  pleased  with  the  release  of 
Thomas  Sutherland  and  Terry  Waite.  The 
release  of  these  hostages  after  years  of  cap¬ 
tivity  in  Lebanon  is  a  time  of  joy  for  them 
and  their  families. 

For  their  assistance  in  the  release,  we 
wish  to  thank  the  United  Nations  and  the 
Governments  of  Iran,  Syria,  and  Lebanon. 

Our  joy  is  mixed,  however,  with  deep 
concern  over  those  who  remain  in  captivity. 
We  call  again  for  the  release  of  all  those  in 


the  region  who  are  held  hostage  outside  the 
process  of  law.  All  of  them  must  be  free. 
We  support  the  initiative  of  the  Secretary- 
General  of  the  United  Nations  to  secure 
their  safe,  immediate,  and  unconditional  re¬ 
lease.  The  three  remaining  American  hos¬ 
tages  and  the  other  hostages  being  held  in 
Lebanon  must  be  reunited  with  their  loved 
ones,  and  there  must  be  a  full  accounting  of 
all  those  who  have  died  in  captivity  and  the 
return  of  their  remains. 


Teleconference  Remarks  to  the  Southern  Newspaper  Publishers 

Association 

November  19,  1991 


The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  all 
of  you.  And  thank  you,  Ashton  Phelps.  And 
I’m  glad  to  see  that  you  survived  yester¬ 
day's  tennis  tournament.  And  I’d  like  to 
now  kind  of  arrogantly  challenge  you  to 
bring  your  partner,  if  you  had  one  there, 
and  maybe  we  can  play  it  off  here  on  the 
White  House  court. 

I  might  also  say  that  Fm  very  pleased 
that  you  said  you’re  pleased  you  could  look 
me  in  the  eye  after  the  election.  And  I’m 
pleased  that  I  can  look  you  and  everyone  at 
that  convention  in  the  eye.  I  was  reluctant 
to  get  involved  in  that  election,  but  when  it 
comes  to  fascism  and  it  comes  to  bigotry 
and  it  comes  to  racism,  I  think  a  President 
should  speak  out.  And  I  think  I  did  the 
right  thing,  and  I  know  that  the  voters  of 
Louisiana  did  the  right  thing. 

I  know  it  may  sound  like  a  bit  of  a  cliche, 
but  this  really  is  a  challenging  time  for  all  of 
you  in  the  newspaper  business.  You  face 
competition  from  a  growing  variety  of  news 


media.  Advertisers  have  begun  holding  on 
to  advertising  dollars.  Headers,  they’re  get¬ 
ting  more  sophisticated  and  demanding 
each  day.  And  in  the  end,  you  must  provide 
the  living  history  that  people  find  essential. 
You  must  do  it  quickly.  You  must  do  it 
fairly.  And  you  must  do  it  under  extraordi¬ 
nary  constraints.  I  once  heard  someone  de¬ 
scribe  the  newspaper  business  as  the  only 
multibillion-dollar  industry  that  ultimately 
had  to  depend  on  12-year-old  kids  with  bi¬ 
cycles. 

The  atmosphere  out  there  may  have 
reached  the  point  where  some  of  you  feel  a 
certain  trepidation  before  opening  up  your 
own  newspapers.  The  news  often  reminds 
me  of  one  of  my  favorite  songs,  a  country 
song  by  Anne  Murray.  And  it’s  called,  “A 
Little  Good  News.”  And  one  nice  verse 
goes — I  won’t  sing  it  for  you,  you’ll  be 
happy  to  know — “I  came  home  this 
evening.  I  bet  that  the  news  will  be  the 
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same.  Somebody  takes  a  hostage.  Somebody 
steals  a  plane.  How  I  want  to  hear  the  an¬ 
chorman  talk  about  a  county  fair.  How  we 
cleaned  the  air.  How  everybody  learned  to 

*  99 
care. 

I  think  that’s  a  great  idea.  But  I  also  know 
that  you  couldn’t  survive  a  minute  by  print¬ 
ing  nothing  but  county  fair  stories.  You 
must  print  news  that  people  can  use.  And 
along  those  lines,  I’d  like  to  just  spend  a 
couple  of  minutes  talking  about  our  admin¬ 
istration’s  domestic  agenda.  As  you  know,  it 
takes  two  to  play  when  it  comes  to  doing 
the  Nation’s  business.  And  it  takes  a  White 
House  with  a  program  and  a  Congress  de¬ 
termined  to  get  the  work  done. 

For  nearly  3  years,  my  administration  has 
tried  to  hold  up  its  end  of  the  bargain.  I 
have  tried  to  reach  out.  We  have  offered  up 
a  host  of  new  programs  and  approaches  in 
everything  from  clean  air  to  crime  in  the 
streets.  We’ve  had  a  few  victories,  a  few 
stirring  victories  such  as  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
our  child  care  initiatives.  And  then  I’d  cite 
the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  and  a 
matter  that  may  not  fall  strictly  within  the 
arena  of  domestic  policy,  but  that  did  show 
just  what  Americans  can  do  when  they 
decide  to  move:  the  war  in  the  Gulf. 

But  most  of  our  important  business  re¬ 
mains  undone.  I  sent  Congress  a  compre¬ 
hensive  crime  package  nearly  3  years  ago, 
and  it  still  hasn’t  seen  the  light  of  day. 
Meanwhile,  criminals  continue  to  terrorize 
the  public.  Citizens  become  increasingly 
cynical  about  our  legal  system,  and  police 
lose  faith  that  anyone  really  cares  about  re¬ 
storing  peace  to  the  streets. 

My  administration  has  a  good  plan.  I 
firmly  believe  that  the  American  people 
support  it.  And  Congress  just  wants  to 
tinker  around  the  edges  with  little  pieces, 
rather  than  daring  to  fight  right  back  at  the 
criminals. 

The  same  pattern  shows  up  in  education. 
We’ve  tried  for  a  couple  of  years  to  pro¬ 
mote  an  excellence  in  education  act.  No 
parent  of  a  schoolchild  can  argue  with  our 
goals:  Better  schools,  disciplined  schools, 
schools  freed  of  violence  and  drugs,  schools 
that  produce  students  who  can  compete 
fully  in  our  international  marketplace. 
We’ve  proposed  an  America  2000  education 
strategy  that  would  toss  off  the  old  ideas 


that  hamper  education  today  and  would  re¬ 
store  competition  to  the  schools. 

We’ve  called  for  a  system  of  voluntary 
national  exams  so  that  we  can  measure  our 
schools’  performances  and  hold  them  ac¬ 
countable.  We  want  to  build  a  system  of 
good  schools,  not  one  in  which  a  vast  gulf 
separates  the  best  and  the  worst.  And  we 
want  poor  kids  to  have  access  to  the  same 
quality  of  education  as  everyone  else.  And 
we  want  our  students  to  become  the 
world’s  best  in  math,  science,  English,  histo¬ 
ry,  and  geography.  Schools  must  stop  baby¬ 
sitting  our  students,  start  challenging  them 
to  reach  for  the  stars. 

You  can  appreciate  this:  I  heard  some 
newspaper  editors  and  publishers  complain 
that  they  can’t  find  young  reporters  who 
can  write  or  who  have  enough  basic  knowl¬ 
edge  to  put  stories  in  proper  perspective. 
And  when  our  educational  system  fails,  you 
lose  readers.  It  hurts  your  business  more 
than  most. 

You  can  do  more  than  print  stories  and 
editorials,  too.  Our  strategy  calls  for  com¬ 
munity  involvement.  In  fact,  it  relies  on  the 
efforts  of  everyone.  More  than  20  States 
have  begun  State  2000  efforts.  Rather  than 
waiting  for  Congress  to  act,  they’ve  started 
in  themselves.  And  you  can  help. 

In  Greenville,  North  Carolina,  the  Daily 
Reflector  has  worked  to  bring  a  nationally 
recognized  literacy  program,  the  National 
Literacy  Volunteers  of  America,  to  Pitt 
County.  Jordan  Whichard  led  the  way 
there.  And  his  involvement  shouldn’t  sur¬ 
prise  anyone.  Jordan’s  father,  Dave,  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  starting  the  SNPA’s  literacy 
program. 

And  so,  my  point  is  simple:  You  don’t 
have  to  work  in  a  school  to  make  education 
happen.  You  can  do  it  anywhere.  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  that  I’m  working  with  Secretary 
Lamar  Alexander,  his  able  Deputy,  David 
Kearns,  who  used  to  be  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cer  of  Xerox.  They’re  doing  a  superb  job. 
They  have  a  superb  team.  And  I  really  be¬ 
lieve  that  in  this  area  we’re  beginning  to 
awaken  the  conscience  of  this  Nation  and 
make  good  things  happen. 

Finally,  a  few  notes  on  our  economy. 
First,  I’m  concerned.  I’m  concerned  about 
the  people  that  are  hurting.  And  although 
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we  technically  have  pulled  out  of  recession 
on  a  national  basis,  and  although  we  en¬ 
joyed  a  very  modest  economic  growth  in 
the  third  quarter  in  recent  months,  many 
people  still  feel  the  pinch  of  an  economy 
that  isn’t  growing  as  it  should.  No  honest 
observer  can  tell  you  that  things  are  great. 
They’re  not.  And  when  people  are  hurting, 
I  worry  about  it,  and  I  know  you  do  too. 

And  still,  some  fundamentals  point  to  a 
good  recovery.  We  ought  to  get  it  in  per¬ 
spective.  Inflation  is  down.  Interest  rates 
are  way  down.  Personal  debt  is  down.  In¬ 
ventories  are  down.  Quality  is  up.  Exports 
are  up.  But  in  spite  of  these  very  encourag¬ 
ing  signs,  very  encouraging  fundamentals, 
the  economy  remains  sluggish. 

There  are  a  number  of  steps  we  can  take 
to  get  our  economy  booming  again,  and 
steps  that,  in  my  judgment,  Congress  should 
have  taken  long  ago  when  I  proposed  them. 
These  include — and  I  know  I  sound  like  a 
broken  record  to  some — capital  gains  tax 
cuts,  research  and  development  tax  credits, 
expanded  IRA’s,  comprehensive  banking 
reform  legislation,  international  trade  liber¬ 
alization,  and  a  job-intensive,  sound  trans¬ 
portation  bill.  This  is  just  part  of  the  litany. 

But  while  Americans  demand  action,  it 
remains  business  as  usual  up  on  Capitol  Hill. 
And  business  as  usual  can  only  hurt  people 
who  want  to  work,  who  want  to  move  on 
into  better  jobs.  I’m  going  to  continue  to 
try  to  work  with  Congress  because  I  truly 
believe  the  American  people  want  less  talk 
and  more  action.  And  I  want  to  get  our 
message  out  and  build  support  for  other 
initiatives  that  I  mentioned  here  today. 

Obviously,  this  won’t  be  easy,  for  1992  is 
just  over  the  horizon,  and  politics  will  play 
an  undue  part  in  the  debate.  But  in  the 
end,  politics  should  serve  the  people.  And 
that’s  what  I  was  elected  to  do,  serve  all  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  And  it’s 
what  I  intend  to  do. 

I  hope  you  also  will  serve,  as  you  always 
have,  as  critical  observers  of  the  scene.  And 
I  encourage  you  to  cut  through  the  politics 
and  get  at  the  real  issues  such  as  safe 
streets,  good  schools,  and  an  economy  that 
gets  all  our  people  to  work. 

And  again,  Ashton,  thank  you  and  thank 
all  of  your  associates  there.  I’m  sorry,  very 
sorry  that  I  couldn’t  be  in  Boca  with  you. 


But  now  I’d  be  glad  to  take  a  couple  of 
questions.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Newspaper  Industry 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  Secretary 
Cheney  was  kind  enough  to  be  with  us  at 
our  convention.  And  during  a  reception  the 
other  night,  one  of  our  major  newspaper 
owners  said  to  the  Secretary,  “I  hope  the 
President  realizes  just  how  concerned  the 
American  people  are  about  the  economy.” 
What  can  you  tell  us  about  the  specific  out¬ 
look  of  the  economy  for  ’92?  You  men¬ 
tioned  some  of  the  uncertainties,  and 
you’ve  reiterated  your  concern  which  I 
think  we’re  all  glad  to  hear  about.  What’s 
really  going  to  happen,  as  we  newspaper 
publishers  look  at  1992? 

The  President.  Well,  the  first  key  is  that  a 
business,  newspaper  business,  whatever, 
can’t  look  to  Government  for  all  the  an¬ 
swers.  I  think  if  there’s  any  group  that  un¬ 
derstands  that,  it’s  the  people  right  there  in 
that  room.  I  might  start  by  recommending 
that  you  put  Doonesbury  in  the  obituary 
section;  that  might  make  a  contribution. 
But  as  I — [laughter] — I  really  feel  strongly 
about  that  one,  I’ll  tell  you. 

But  as  I  noted  earlier,  your  industry  faces 
a  whole  host  of  challenges  including  the 
increased  competition  from  television  and 
even  computer  data  services.  Most  Ameri¬ 
cans  make  use  of  a  wide  variety  of  informa¬ 
tion  services,  and  I  think  most  educated 
Americans  still  prefer  to  read  a  daily  news¬ 
paper.  I  know  I  do.  And  I  look  over  five 
papers  each  morning  before  I  get  to  work, 
and  then  I  have  that  White  House  News 
Summary;  we  get  clips  from  the  others. 

Our  newspaper  industry  reflects  our 
nature  as  a  people.  American  newspapers 
remain  aggressive  and  feisty  and  informa¬ 
tive,  and  they  try  to  cover  every  aspect  of 
our  lives,  from  the  entertainment  we  enjoy 
to  world  affairs  far  away.  And  so,  that  mis¬ 
sion  will  never  change. 

For  my  part,  our  administration  has  tried 
to  remain  accessible  to  reporters.  And  I 
think  I  hold  perhaps  more  press  confer¬ 
ences  than  any  President  in  recent  history 
and  perhaps  any  President  ever. 

On  the  business  side  of  the  ledger,  I  haw 
promoted  initiatives  that  encourage  invej 
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ment,  research,  and  innovation.  The  keys  to 
any  successful  business  are  those.  High 
taxes,  onerous  mandates,  and  this  propensi¬ 
ty  for  stringent  regulations  make  it  very 
difficult  for  business,  especially  small  busi¬ 
nesses,  to  function. 

Now,  we  have  tried  to  address  this  com¬ 
petitiveness  issue  in  a  host  of  ways.  One  of 
them,  and  it’s  very  important,  we  want  to 
reform  backward  banking  laws  that  deny 
entrepreneurs  the  support  they  need  to 
create  a  business.  Our  banking  laws  are  an¬ 
tiquated,  and  we’ve  proposed  bold  reforms 
to  the  Congress.  We’re  having  trouble  get¬ 
ting  that  kind  of  legislation  through.  We’ve 
got  to  make  this  economy  of  ours  entrepre¬ 
neurial-friendly  again. 

And  we’ve  tried  to  attack  hidden  taxes, 
and  we’ve  got  to  do  more  there,  such  as 
crime.  Most  of  you  probably  spend  a  huge 
amount  of  money  on  security,  both  for  your 
people  and  your  machinery,  and  you  still 
get  pinched  by  everyone  from  the  newspa¬ 
per  box  wrecker  or  the  person  who  tries  to 
mess  up  multimillion-dollar  printing  press¬ 
es.  We  have  to  crack  down  on  crime,  both 
by  punishing  criminals  and  by  encouraging 
decency. 

Educational  deficiencies,  and  I  dwelled 
on  that  a  little  earlier,  cost  lots  of  money. 
And  when  you  have  to  hire  people  just  to 
educate  your  workers,  you  lose  money.  You 
lose  time.  And  you  lose  part  of  the  edge 
vital  to  your  industry.  And  poor  schools  also 
deprive  the  economy  of  future  workers  and 
business  leaders,  the  people  who  buy  ads 
and  keep  your  companies  profitable. 

Many  newspapers,  I  believe,  recognize 
this  basic  truth  and  contribute  directly  to 
reading  programs  in  their  cities.  And  those 
programs  can  make  a  huge  difference  in 
the  quality  of  the  work  force  that  you  see  in 
the  future.  And  others  lend  reporters  and 
editors  to  schools  as  teachers;  and  with  the 
same  effect,  I  might  add.  Some  have  taken 
an  active  role  in  promoting  educational 
reform  that  works  for  their  communities. 

And  finally,  the  world  continues  changing 
at  a  rapid  pace.  And  we  see  newspapers 
doing  new  things  all  the  time  with  graphics, 
with  business  coverage,  with  consumer 
news,  and  other  important  kinds  of  informa¬ 
tion.  The  old  ways  just  don’t  cut  it  any 
more,  not  in  politics,  not  in  manufacturing, 


and  not  in  the  news  business.  So,  while  you 
make  ends  meet,  you  also  must  innovate. 
And  that  s  a  tough  challenge.  But  it’s  an 
exciting  one,  too.  And  I  can’t  predict  how 
you  will  build  greater  strength  in  the 
future.  But  I’m  sure  the  visionaries  among 
you  will  find  a  way  to  meet  every  challenge 
that  confronts  you. 

In  the  meantime,  when  Congress  ad¬ 
journs,  I  want  to  take  my  case  for  the 
growth  initiatives  that  I’ve  mentioned  to 
you  to  the  American  people  to  help  instill  a 
sense  of  confidence  in  the  American 
people.  And  I  think  the  fundamentals  are 
there.  Again,  I  hurt  when  other  people  are 
hurting.  And  I’ve  got  to  convey  that  to  the 
American  people  a  little  bit  more,  too. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  we  have  a  question 
from  our  incoming  president,  Mr.  Bern 
Mebane  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

Libya 

Q.  Mr.  President,  with  the  indictment  of 
two  Libyan  operatives  in  the  Pan  Am  103 
bombing,  would  you  share  with  us  some  of 
the  options  you  are  considering  to  isolate 
Libya  even  further? 

The  President  First,  I’d  like  to  praise  the 
Justice  Department  for  all  the  hard  work 
that  went  into  securing  these  indictments. 
When  you  deal  with  something  like  an  air¬ 
liner  bombing,  good  evidence  is  very  hard 
to  find.  And  our  investigators  found  some¬ 
thing  even  more  obscure  than  a  needle  in  a 
haystack. 

Second,  the  indictments  signal  simply 
that  we  re  doing  our  job.  We  have  a  process 
in  place  for  investigating  this  act  of  disgust¬ 
ing  cowardliness  and  viciousness.  The  Pan 
Am  bombing,  remember,  killed  270  people, 
189  of  whom  were  American  citizens.  And 
as  we  ve  said  before,  we’ve  been  looking  at 
possible  responses  beyond  seeking  to  bring 
the  two  accused  to  trial. 

Third,  we’ve  not  ruled  out  anything. 
We’ve  not  ruled  any  option  in  or  out.  We 
must  keep  our  options  open  in  responding 
to  the  incident.  But  I  hope  you  can  appreci¬ 
ate  the  importance  of  keeping  our  options 
secret  as  well.  I  don’t  want  to  telegraph 
what  we  might  do.  One  thing  I  am  doing  is 
speaking  with  our  allies  on  what  steps  to 
take  against  Libya  and  to  stop  such  acts 
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from  taking  place  ever  again.  We  re  going 
to  continue  to  work  together  to  coordinate 
our  efforts  against  international  terrorism. 

And  more  broadly,  we  remain  committed 
to  fighting  terrorism  all  over  the  globe.  As 
President,  I  have  an  obligation  to  look  after 
American  interests  overseas  and  to  protect 
American  citizens.  We  hope  that  these  in¬ 
dictments  will  demonstrate  that  we  mean 
business.  And  I  promise  you  we  are  not 
going  to  let  ourselves  become  complacent 
about  terrorist  threats. 

In  the  new  world  order,  as  Fve  called  it, 
the  United  States  will  continue  to  have  en¬ 
emies.  And  many  of  them  may  think  about 
using  terrorism  as  a  weapon  against  us.  This 
episode  also  underscores  the  importance  of 
a  more  comprehensive,  effective  intelli¬ 
gence  capability  in  an  era  when  threats  will 
come  from  all  quarters.  I’d  like  to  add,  inci¬ 
dentally,  that  I  appointed  Bob  Gates  to 
head  the  CIA  because  he  possesses  the  pro¬ 
fessional  skill  and  the  intellectual  capacity 
necessary  for  reforming  our  intelligence  op¬ 
erations  and  enabling  us  to  assess  threats  to 
our  interests.  I  met  with  Bob  just  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  we  went  over  some  priorities  that 
he  has  now  established  just  in  the  last 
couple  of  days  for  the  intelligence  commu¬ 
nity. 


Exchange  With  Reporters 
November  19,  1991 

Soviet-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  think  of 
Shevardnadze  becoming  the  new  Foreign 
Minister? 

The  President.  We  just  began  discussing 
that.  And  we  know  him  well  and  have  great 
respect  for  him.  As  I  say,  this  is  a  matter  for 
the  Soviet  Union  to  determine,  but  he  has 
many  friends  in  this  country,  one  close  one 
sitting  right  on  this  couch  here,  and  all  the 
rest  of  us  have  respect  for  him.  So,  we  will 
work  closely  with  him,  and  I’m  just  thrilled 
to  see  Mr.  Yakovlev  again.  We  just  started 
talking  about  a  conversation  that  he  and  I 
had  in  our  Embassy  there  not  so  many 


So,  with  respect  to  your  question,  I  hope 
you  will  forgive  me  if  I  don’t  show  my 
hand,  if  I  don’t  go  into  more  detail  on  what 
options  are  available.  I’m  sure  you’ve  read 
about  economic  sanctions,  and  I’m  sure 
you’ve  read  about  retaliation.  But  beyond 
mentioning  broad  categories,  I  would 
simply  emphasize  that  I  will  continue  to 
consult  with  our  allies,  people  whose  citi¬ 
zens  were  also  killed  in  this  horrible  act  of 
terrorism,  and  then  will  make  a  prudent 
decision  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  And  I’m  confident  that  when  that 
is  done,  the  American  people  will  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  President  in  this  instance. 
This  is  one  that  gets  way  beyond  partisan 
politics  and  the  politics  of  ’92  that  I  talked  a 
little  about  a  while  ago. 

Hey,  listen,  thank  you  all  very,  very  much 
for  having  me  as  your  guest  via  satellite 
communications.  And  I’m  delighted  to  be 
with  you,  and  I  wish  you  well.  And  I  have 
great  respect  for  what  you’re  about  down 
there.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:32  a.m. 
from  Room  459  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building  to  the  association  meeting  in  Boca 
Raton ,  FL.  In  his  remarks ,  the  President 
referred  to  Ashton  Phelps ,  association  presi¬ 
dent. 


months  ago,  and  a  lot  of  change,  a  lot  of 
things  happening. 

Q.  What  kind  of  power  Mr.  Shevardnadze 
can  have  if  the  Republics  are  taking  over? 

The  President.  I  defer  all  questions  to  our 
guest  here.  And  we’re  going  to  be  discuss¬ 
ing  with  him  a  lot  of  things,  including 
Soviet-U.S.  relations.  But  I’d  have  to  ask  you 
to - 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  it  came  about? 

The  President. - talk  to  him. 

Q.  Why  did  it  come  about?  What  do  you 
think  is  the  reason? 

Mr.  Yakovlev.  About  what? 

Q.  Shevardnadze  becoming - 
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Mr.  Yakovlev.  I  suppose  it’s  good  idea  to, 
I  would  say,  to  say  to  the  international  com¬ 
munity  that  we  are  returning  step  by  step 
to  the  position  of  democracy  and  good  for¬ 
eign  policy. 

The  President  Thank  you  all  very  much. 
Stock  Market 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  U.S.  stock  market’s 
down  68  points.  Are  you  worried  about  an¬ 
other  fall? 

The  President.  - yesterday  that  it  is  in¬ 

appropriate  for  a  President  to  comment 
going  up  or  going  down  on  the  stock 
market.  So,  I’m  not  going  to  change  my 
view  on  that. 


Q.  Soviet  aid  package  ready? 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Q.  Lovely  day. 

The  President.  Yes,  it  is.  Now  we’re  talk 
ing,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Pres 
International].  [Laughter] 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  3:05  p.m.  ii 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  prior  t 
a  meeting  with  Aleksandr  Yakovlev ,  t 
former  Politburo  member  and  Senior  Advis 
er  to  Soviet  President  Gorbachev.  In  his  re 
marks ,  the  President  referred  to  Eduarc 
Shevardnadze ,  former  Soviet  Foreign  Minis 
ter.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica 
tion  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Aleksandr  Yakovlev 
November  19,  1991 


The  President  met  with  Aleksandr  Yakov¬ 
lev,  Senior  Adviser  to  President  Gorbachev, 
for  approximately  1  hour  in  the  Oval 
Office.  The  President  and  Mr.  Yakovlev  re¬ 
viewed  the  current  situation  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Mr.  Yakovlev  discussed  the  result  of 
the  last  State  Council  meeting,  which  set 
the  foundation  for  a  political  union  of  the 


Republics.  Mr.  Yakovlev  also  underscorec 
the  difficult  food  situation  the  Soviet  Unior 
faces  this  winter.  The  President  stated  hi; 
willingness  to  help  and  expressed  his  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  opportunity  to  be  brought  up 
to  date  on  developments.  Mr.  Yakovlev  pre¬ 
sented  the  President  with  a  letter  frorr 
President  Gorbachev. 


Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  Returning  Without 
Approval  the  Departments  of  Labor,  Health  and  Human  Services, 
and  Education,  and  Related  Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992 
November  19,  1991 


To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning  herewith  without  my  ap¬ 
proval  H.R.  2707,  the  “Departments  of 
Labor,  Health  and  Human  Services,  and 
Education,  and  Related  Agencies  Appro¬ 
priations  Act,  1992.” 

H.R.  2707  contains  a  provision  that  would 
prohibit  implementation  of  rules  related  to 
the  Title  X  family  planning  program  and 
abortion.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  dis¬ 
approve  H.R.  2707.  I  will  sign  a  bill  that 


does  not  include  language  that  prohibits  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  abortion  counseling 
and  referral  rule. 

I  have  informed  the  Congress  on  numer¬ 
ous  occasions  that,  consistent  with  the 
intent  of  the  statute  originally  establishing 
Title  X,  I  would  veto  any  legislation  that 
would  entangle  Title  X  with  abortion.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  it  is  my  intention  to  ensure  that 
no  Federal  funds  are  used  to  support  abor¬ 
tion  except  in  cases  where  the  life  of  the 
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mother  would  be  endangered  if  the  fetus 
were  carried  to  term. 

Under  the  regulations  upheld  by  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  pregnant  women  who  seek 
services  from  projects  funded  by  Title  X  are 
appropriately  referred  to  qualified  provid¬ 
ers  for  prenatal  care  and  other  social  serv¬ 
ices,  including  counseling.  The  Administra¬ 
tion  seeks  to  ensure  the  integrity  of  Title  X 
as  a  prepregnancy  family  planning  program 
and  to  ensure  that  women  who  are  preg¬ 
nant,  or  have  a  medical  problem,  are  re¬ 
ferred  to  providers  who  can  ensure  continu¬ 
ity  of  care.  We  do  not  seek  to  limit  in  any 
way  the  counseling  pregnant  women  re¬ 
ceive  when  they  seek  services  from  those 
providers. 

In  a  memorandum  to  Secretary  Sullivan 
on  November  5,  1991,  I  reiterated  my  com¬ 
mitment  to  preserving  the  confidentiality  of 
the  doctor /patient  relationship  and  seeing 
that  the  operation  of  the  Title  X  family 
planning  program  is  compatible  with  free 
speech  and  the  highest  standards  of  medical 
care.  My  memorandum  makes  clear  that 
there  is  no  “gag  rule”  to  interfere  with  the 


doctor /patient  relationship.  I  have  directed 
that  in  implementing  these  regulations, 
nothing  prevent  a  woman  from  receiving 
complete  medical  information  about  her 
condition  from  a  physician.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  my  Administration  is  committed 
to  the  protection  of  free  speech.  The 
United  States  Supreme  Court  specifically 
found  that  the  regulations  in  no  way  violate 
free  speech  rights. 

H.R.  2707  contains  several  provisions  that 
would  delay  the  obligation  of  over  $4.4  bil¬ 
lion  until  the  last  few  weeks  of  FY  1992  and 
early  FY  1993.  The  magnitude  of  the  delays 
contained  in  H.R.  2707  would  make  it 
much  more  difficult  to  remain  within  the 
FY  1993  spending  limits  required  by  the 
Budget  Enforcement  Act. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  pass  promptly  an 
acceptable  bill,  one  without  objectionable 
language  relating  to  Title  X,  to  provide 
needed  funding  for  the  many  important 
programs  contained  in  this  legislation. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  19,  1991. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Family  Planning 

Legislation 

November  19,  1991 


We  are  pleased  that  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  has  voted  to  sustain  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  veto  of  the  Labor/ HHS  appropria¬ 
tions  bill.  We  hope  that  the  Congress  will 
promptly  send  the  President  this  legislation 
without  the  prohibition  on  implementing 
the  regulations  relating  to  the  family  plan¬ 
ning  program. 

The  President  has  reiterated  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  preserving  the  confidentiality  of 
the  doctor /patient  relationship  and  ensur¬ 
ing  that  the  Title  X  family  planning  pro¬ 


gram  is  compatible  with  free  speech  and 
the  highest  standards  of  medical  care. 

With  respect  to  the  regulations  that  were 
affirmed  by  today’s  vote,  the  President  has 
made  clear  that  there  is  no  “gag  rule”  to 
interfere  with  the  doctor /patient  relation¬ 
ship.  He  has  directed  that  in  implementing 
these  regulations,  nothing  prevents  a 
woman  from  receiving  complete  medical 
information  about  her  condition  from  a 
physician. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s 
Telephone  Conversation  With  Former  Hostage  Thomas  Sutherland 
November  19,  1991 


President  Bush  called  Thomas  Sutherland 
in  Germany  at  about  1:15  this  afternoon  to 
wish  him  well  following  his  release  from 
captivity  in  Lebanon.  President  Bush  said 
that  he  and  Barbara  share  the  joy  of  Mr. 
Sutherland’s  family  in  his  release.  “I’m  glad 


you  appear  to  be  in  good  health,”  the  Presi 
dent  said,  “and  it’s  good  to  hear  Terr) 
Waite’s  comments  about  the  other  hos 
tages.”  The  President  sent  his  regards  tc 
Mr.  Sutherland’s  family  and  wished  him  £ 
strong  recovery. 


Nomination  of  Jonathan  T.  Howe  To  Be  Deputy  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs 
November  19,  1 991 


The  President  today  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Adm.  Jonathan  T.  Howe,  USN, 
to  be  Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
National  Security  Affairs.  Admiral  Howe  has 
served  since  May  1989  as  the  NATO  com¬ 
mander  of  allied  forces,  southern  Europe, 
based  in  Naples,  Italy,  and  as  commander  of 
U.S.  naval  forces  in  Europe  located  in 
London,  U.K. 

Admiral  Howe  previously  has  served  in  a 
number  of  Washington  positions  associated 
with  national  security  policy  including:  on 
the  National  Security  Council  staff  as  mili¬ 
tary  assistant  to  the  Assistant  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  for  National  Security  Affairs,  1969- 
1974;  as  Assistant  to  the  Vice  President  for 
National  Security  Affairs,  1975-1977;  as 
senior  military  assistant  to  the  Deputy  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Defense,  1981-1982;  as  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Politico-Military  Affairs, 
Department  of  State,  1982-1984;  and  as  As¬ 


sistant  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff,  1987-1989. 

Admiral  Howe’s  early  years  in  the  Nav> 
were  spent  in  submarines.  He  subsequent^ 
commanded  the  guided  missile  destroyei 
U.S.S.  Berkeley  (DDG-15),  Destroyer  Squad¬ 
ron  31,  Cruiser-Destroyer  Group  3  and  air¬ 
craft  carrier  Battle  Group  Foxtrot.  He  alsc 
served  as  Chief  of  Staff,  7th  Fleet;  Directoi 
of  the  Navy’s  Politico-Military  and  Planning 
Division;  and  as  Deputy  Chairman  oi 
NATO’s  Military  Committee  in  Brussels, 
Belgium. 

Admiral  Howe  graduated  with  distinction 
from  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  in  1957  and 
earned  M.A.,  M.A.L.D.,  and  Ph.D.  degrees 
from  the  Fletcher  School  of  Law  and  Diplo¬ 
macy,  Tufts  University,  1968-1969.  He  is 
author  of  the  book  “Multi-Crises:  Seapowei 
and  Global  Politics  in  the  Missile  Age.”  He 
is  married  to  the  former  Harriet  Edith  Man- 
grum,  and  they  have  six  children. 
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Interviews  With  NBC  Owned  and 
November  20,  1991 

Interview  With  Doreen  Gentzler, 
WRC-TV,  Washington,  DC 

The  Economy 

Ms .  Gentzler.  Most  of  the  local  stories 
that  we’ve  been  covering  lately  seem  to  be 
related  to  the  troubled  economy:  State  and 
local  budget  shortfalls  and  the  big  budget 
cuts  that  are  resulting,  unemployment,  busi¬ 
ness  bankruptcies,  the  stock  market.  Yet, 
you’ve  indicated  that  you’ll  wait  until  Janu¬ 
ary  to  talk  about  economic  proposals.  Why 
wait,  Mr.  President? 

The  President  I’m  not  waiting  to  talk 
about  it.  We’ve  been  trying  to  get  through 
the  Congress  growth  proposals  that  I  think 
would  or  would  have  had  a  very  good  effect 
on  the  economy.  I’ve  got  a  package  of 
about  six  or  seven  items,  some  of  which  are 
job-intensive  like  the  transportation  bill. 
But  no,  I’m  not  going  to  wait  on  that.  What 
I  think  I  will  do,  though,  is  at  the  time  of 
the  State  of  the  Union,  put  it  all  together 
and  challenge  the  Congress  to  do  that 
which  in  my  view  they  should  have  done 
some  time  ago. 

I’m  concerned  about  it.  People  are  hurt¬ 
ing.  And  I.  think  we  have  to  do  something. 
But  it’s  not  a  question  of  complacency.  It’s  a 
question  of  not  being  able  to  get  through 
the  Congress  the  very  things  that  I  think 
would  help  the  economy. 

Ms.  Gentzler.  Some  of  your  critics  right 
now  are  charging  that  your  administration 
doesn’t  really  have  a  coherent  economic 
policy.  How  do  you  respond  to  those  critics? 

The  President.  Well,  that’s  true  because 
we’re  getting  into  a  political  season,  and  it’s 
true  that  the  critics  are  saying  that.  But 
they  don’t  look  at  the  proposals  that  we 
have  made:  IRA’s  and  capital  gains  reduc¬ 
tion  and  a  good  transportation  bill.  We  have 
several  other  things  that  make  up  for  a 
good  package. 

But  the  problem  is,  we’re  caught  in  a 
political  year.  I’d  love  to  see  IRA’s  for  first¬ 
time  homebuyers.  That  would  stimulate  the 
housing  business.  But  we  haven’t  been  able 
to  get  it  through.  So,  I  think  we  have  to  just 
guard  against  the  political  charge,  look  at 


Operated  Television  Stations 


the  fact.  And  the  fact  is  we’ve  got  good 
ideas  that  I’ve  challenged  the  Congress  to 
act  on.  They  haven’t  done  it. 

So  what  we’ve  got  to  do  now  is  use  this 
time  to  gather  up  our  position  on  all  of 
these  things,  repackage,  maybe  add  to  it,  be 
concerned  about  this  economy.  And  then, 
with  the  whole  Nation  watching,  when  the 
Congress  comes  back,  say,  “Now,  look, 
here’s  what  we  must  do.  Now  you  should 
support  the  President.  Let’s  lay  politics 
aside  now  for  a  little  bit,  even  in  an  election 
year,  and  try  to  get  something  done  that 
will  help  the  people  that  are  hurting.” 

So  that’s  that  approach.  But  I  think  you’re 
right.  I  think  you’re  accurately  reflecting 
the  attacks  on  me  that  come  every  single 
day.  I’m  used  to  that,  but  I  think  much 
more  important  than  political  attacks  is: 
Can’t  we  get  something  done  to  help 
people? 

District  of  Columbia  Statehood 

Ms.  Gentzler.  Mr.  President,  you  have 
said  that  you  oppose  statehood  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  even  though  the  District 
gets  about  86  percent  of  its  revenue  from 
local  residents  and  businesses.  Why  do  you 
oppose  statehood  for  the  District? 

The  President.  Because  I  think  of  Wash¬ 
ington  as  a  Federal  city.  I’m  not  going  to 
change  my  view  on  it.  I  think  it  was  set  up 
as  a  Federal  city.  I  think  that’s  the  way  it 
should  be — disproportionate  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  participation  here — and  I  think 
the  relationship  we’ve  got  with  the  city 
government  is  good.  You’ve  got  a  good 
mayor.  We’re  trying  to  work  with  her,  and  I 
don’t  think  we  need  statehood  for  the  city. 
And  that’s  been  a  constant  position. 

Ms.  Gentzler.  The  mayor  is  asking  for 
statehood. 

The  President.  Oh,  I  know  she  is,  and  so 
are  many  of  the  predictable  Senators.  But  I 
don’t  think  that  was  the  way  the  whole 
system  was  designed.  And  if  it  ain’t  broke, 
don’t  fix  it. 
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AIDS 

Ms.  Gentzler.  All  right.  Mr.  President, 
what  is  your  administration  doing  about 
AIDS? 

The  President  We’ve  got  the  best  re¬ 
search  program  going  on  AIDS.  I  m  glad 
you  asked  it,  because  we  are  spending  a 
tremendous  amount  of  money  on  AIDS, 
much  more  per  capita  on  AIDS  than  we  are 
on  cancer,  on  heart  disease,  the  biggest  kill¬ 
ers.  In  fact,  so  much  so  that  some  of  those 
illnesses,  the  people  that  are  advocating 
more  care  are  saying,  “Hey,^  you’re  dispro¬ 
portionately  engaged  here.”  So  the  one 
thing  is  we’ve  got  a  great  research  program 
right  here,  the  National  Institutes  of  Health, 
under  Dr.  Fauci  and  Dr.  Broder  and  others. 
So  that’s  very,  very  positive,  and  we’re 
making  pretty  good  strides  if  you  heard 
Fauci  the  other  day. 

We  also  are  going  forward  in  an  educa¬ 
tional  sense,  trying  to  teach  people  that 
AIDS  can  be  controlled— sometimes,  not 
always — by  behavior.  It  is  one  disease 
where  a  person’s  individual  choice  can 
make  a  difference  whether  that  person  gets 
the  disease  or  not.  That’s  not  true  in  the 
inadvertent  poisoning,  say,  from  a  blood 
contribution.  But  you’re  seeing  efforts  being 
made  now  to  be  sure  that  that  blood  supply 
is  clean  as  possible.  So  that’s  a  helpful  ap¬ 
proach  to  be  taking  on  AIDS. 

So,  I  think  we’re  on  top  of  it.  We’re 
moving  the  drugs  to  market  faster,  and 
we’re  getting  criticized  by  some  on  that. 
But  I  think  that’s  a  good  approach.  It’s  a 
tough  one,  and  I  think  the  President 
should — and  I’m  trying  to  show  the  compas¬ 
sion  I  feel  for  the  victims  of  this  disease. 
But  I  think  most  people  realize  behavior  is 
important.  Stop  doing  those  things  that 
bring  AIDS  upon  you.  And  I  think  that’s  a 
good  message,  too. 

Washington  Redskins 

Ms.  Gentzler.  All  right.  Mr.  President, 
before  we  say  good-bye,  anything  you  want 
to  say  to  Redskin  fans  in  Washington? 

The  President.  I  hope  I’ve  made  amends 
for  my  indiscretion  for  rooting  for  the  home 
team,  which  I  consider — I  have  to  stay  with 
that  position.  I’m  not  going  to  flip  on  that 
one.  And  who  knows,  maybe  they’ll  meet 


again.  Having  said  that,  when  I  was  doing 
my  mea  culpa  with  your  associates  there,  I 
did  it  from  the  heart:  One,  respect  for  Joe 
Gibbs;  and  secondly,  I’m  caught  up,  as  ev¬ 
erybody  else  around  here  is,  in  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  this  undefeated  team.  It’s  good  for 
the  community.  It’s  good  for  the  country  as 
a  matter  of  fact.  So,  put  me  down  as  a  fan 
most  of  the  time.  [Laughter] 

Ms.  Gentzler.  All  right.  Thank  you  very 
much,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Good  to  see  you  back. 

Interview  With  Chuck  Scarborough, 
WNBC-TV,  New  York  City 

Mr.  Scarborough.  Good  morning,  Mr. 
President.  Thank  you  for  joining  us  today 
and  taking  some  of  your  time  out  for  us. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  sir.  Nice  to  see 
you. 

’92  Election 

Mr.  Scarborough.  Good  to  see  you,  too. 
Mr.  President,  I’d  hoped  to  begin  this  inter¬ 
view  by  getting  your  reaction  to  whatever 
decision  Mario  Cuomo  made  about  running 
for  President,  but  he’s  still  being  coy.  He  is 
not,  however,  shy  about  blaming  your  ad¬ 
ministration  for  New  York’s  economic  mess. 
So  perhaps  there  is  some  bit  of  wisdom 
you’d  like  to  share  with  him  to  help  him 
make  his  decision? 

The  President.  No,  I  had  better  stay  out  of 
that  one,  Chuck.  Nice  try,  though.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  But  that’s  a  matter — you  know,  there 
are  all  kinds  of  people  running  over  there, 
and  let  them  make  that  determination.  And 
then  I  will  confidently  take  on  whoever 
wins  what  will  be  some  hotly-contested  pri¬ 
maries.  But  I  had  better  stay  out  of  fine- 
tuning  the  New  York  situation. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  The  Democrats  though, 
both  announced  and  unannounced,  are  ap¬ 
parently  drawing  a  bit  of  blood  in  their 
sniping  at  you  on  the  economy - 

Mr.  President.  Yes. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  - and  on  domestic 

issues.  And  there  are  close  associates  of 
yours  who  are  eager  for  you  to  get  your 
campaign  officially  underway,  to  declare 
your  candidacy,  to  get  your  team  organized, 
and  to  attack  aggressively  the  economic 
problems  that  seem  to  be  making  you  vul- 
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nerable.  Why  haven’t  you  organized  your 
campaign  yet  and  gotten  it  together? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  a  little  easy — I’d 
make  a  distinction  between  having  a  total 
campaign  organization  in  place  and  attack¬ 
ing  aggressively  on  this  economy  that’s  slug¬ 
gish  and  that’s  causing  enormous  hardship 
and  concern  to  people.  I’m  going  to  keep 
pushing  for  the  growth  package  that  I  have 
and  that  I’ve  had  before  the  Congress  for  a 
long  time;  and  then  come  to  the  State  of 
the  Union,  add  to  it,  and  present  to  the 
Nation,  eyeball  to  eyeball,  what  I  think  is 
best  and  say,  “Hey,  let’s  set  politics  aside, 
and  let’s  get  something  done  for  the 
people.”  So  there’s  one  thing. 

In  terms  of  the  reelection,  I  think  you’ll 
be  seeing  my  coming  out  with  some  top 
people  for  the  campaign  quite  soon:  who  to 
run  it,  who  to  support  the  person  running 
it.  And  then  the  campaign  organization  will 
be  fleshed  out  very  quickly  after  that. 

So,  I  make  a  distinction  between  the  two, 
but  I  can  see  why  people  are  linking  them. 
And  you’re  right,  I’m  under  fire  every  day. 
You’ve  got  a  lot  of  Democratic  candidates, 
and  they’re  trying  to  blame  the  President 
for  everything  and  attack.  Fortunately,  the 
people  know  that,  if  you  refer  to  these  end¬ 
less  numbers  of  surveys,  that  the  Congress 
has  to  share  a  little  responsibility.  In  fact, 
the  people  say  most  of  it. 

So,  I’m  going  to  keep  trying  to  help 
people  with  the  economy,  and  then  we’ll 
have  a  vigorous,  strong  campaign.  And  that 
will  help,  Chuck,  because  I  think  the  cam¬ 
paign  organization  in  50  States  will  help 
deflect  some  of  this  intensive  criticism 
coming  out  of  the  Democratic  National 
Committee  and  resonating  through  the  can¬ 
didates. 

John  Sununu 

Mr.  Scarborough.  Are  you  getting  good 
advice  from  your  Chief  of  Staff,  John 
Sununu? 

The  President.  Yes,  I’m  getting  good 
advice  from  him.  Very  good. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  I  ask  that  because 
there’s  a  published  report  today  in  the  New 
York  Times  saying  that  those  closest  to  you 
are  getting  ever  more  discontented  with 
him,  even  your  staff  and  your  own  family. 
Your  children  are  derisively  calling  him 


Governor  “Nunu,”  according  to  the  Times, 
and  Barbara  has  turned  against  him. 

The  President.  That’s  all  crazy. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  Is  it? 

The  President.  Yes,  it  is.  It  is  not  true.  Do 
we  call  him  “Nunu”?  Yes,  I  do.  My  boys  do 
and  do  it  with  affection  and  have  since 
1988  when  he  had  a  large  part  in  my  being 
elected.  But  that’s  an  affectionate  thing.  But 
I  saw  that  piece.  And,  Chuck,  where  they 
get  these  mischievous  inside-the-beltway 
things,  I  do  not  know.  My  wife  has  great 
affection  for  John,  great  confidence  in  him. 
And  so,  it’s  this  time  of  year.  And  the  guy 
that  wrote  that  story,  they  love  this  inside 
stuff.  I  mean,  they  thrive  on  it.  The  country 
doesn’t  care  about  that.  They  say,  “What 
are  you  going  to  do  to  help  me?  I’m  out  of 
a  job.  I  need  help.”  And  it’s  there  that 
we’re  trying  to  do  better.  And  it’s  there 
that  I’d  like  people  to  concentrate  on  our 
suggestions.  And  maybe  that  would  get  the 
Congress  to  move  on  some  of  them. 

Terrorism  Investigation 

Mr.  Scarborough.  Let  me  shift  gears  over 
to  Pan  Am  103,  the  terror  bombing  of  Pan 
Am  103.  Last  week,  two  Libyans  were  in¬ 
dicted  for  the  bombing  of  that  plane  that 
killed  188  Americans,  in  total  270  people. 
The  families  of  those  who  were  lost  don’t 
think  the  buck  stops  with  Libya.  They  are 
persuaded  that  Iran  and  Syria  were  deeply 
involved  in  the  bombing  of  that  airplane, 
and  they  are  suspicious  that  your  adminis¬ 
tration  is  not  blaming  Iran  and  Syria  be¬ 
cause  you  don’t  want  to  interfere  with  the 
peace  process  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  President.  That’s  an  erroneous  as¬ 
sumption.  A  lot  of  people  got  way  out  front 
blaming  Syria  early  on.  And  let  me  say  that 
the  intelligence  community  and  the  Justice 
Department  have  done  a  superb  job  r 
trying  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this.  It  v 
like  searching  for  a  needle  in  a  haysta< 
And  they  found  the  needle  in  an  enormou 
haystack. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  So  there’s  no  evidence 
linking  Iran  or  Syria  to  the  bombing? 

The  President.  No.  And  Iran  is  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  peace  process.  You  might 
remind  the  people  that  are  saying  that. 
Syria  is.  And  a  charge  has  been,  as  you 
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properly  state,  by  some  of  the  families: 
“Well,  there’s  some  covering  up  to  keep 
Syria.”  And  that’s  not  the  case.  We  are 
going  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  all  of  this.  But 
I  think  most  people  that  have  looked  at  the 
indictments  and  looked  at  the  evidence— 
and  I’ve  looked  at  the  evidence— give  great 
credit  to  those  that  have  done  this  detective 
work.  And  it’s  not  just  here;  it’s  in  Scotland, 
and  it’s  around  the  world. 

So,  I’m  satisfied  that  we’re  on  the  right 
track.  But  if  there’s  any  further  links  to  be 
examined,  this  Justice  Department  will 
pursue  them. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  Mr.  President,  thank 
you  very  much  for  your  time. 

The  President.  It’s  very  nice  of  you  to  do 
it  this  way. 

Mr.  Scarborough.  It’s  been  a  pleasure. 

Interview  With  Tom  Randles, 

WTVJ-TV,  Miami 

The  President.  Hey,  Tom.  Can  you  see 
me? 

Mr.  Randles.  Yes,  I  can.  Good  morning, 
Mr.  President. 

The  President  Good  morning,  sir.  I  see 
you  loud  and  clear.  Hear  you  and  see  you. 

Haitian  Refugees 

Mr.  Randles.  We  here  in  South  Florida 
have  a  very  special  interest  in  a  story  that 
continues  to  unfold  as  we  speak,  the  flow  of 
Haitian  refugees  from  Haiti  to  the  U.S.  The 
State  Department  says  it  does  not  feel  these 
people,  who  have  risked  their  lives  to  come 
here,  will  be  persecuted  when  they’re  sent 
back. 

On  the  contrary,  Mr.  President,  we’re 
hearing  stories  from  Haitians  who  fled  Haiti 
that  their  lives  are  in  jeopardy.  In  some 
cases,  they’ve  been  beaten,  they’ve  been 
threatened,  their  homes  burned — all  be¬ 
cause  they  supported  democratically  elect¬ 
ed  Jean  Bertrand  Aristide. 

How  can  your  administration  continue  to 
stand  by  a  policy  that  says  it’s  okay  to 
accept  certain  ethnic  groups  because  of  tyr¬ 
anny  in  their  homeland,  but  not  Haitians? 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  that  we 
would  deny  people  who  are  genuinely  po¬ 
litically  prosecuted  entry.  The  law  provides 
for  that.  The  law  also  provides  that  people 
fleeing  economic  chaos  do  not  automatically 


get  entry.  And  there’s  another  side  of  it, 
Tom.  And  that  is  that  when  you  see  the 
boats  heading  out,  two  layers  on  a  little  sail¬ 
boat,  like  I  saw  maybe  on  a  channel  that 
you  represent,  I’m  saying  I  don’t  want  to 
have  a  policy  that  acts  as  a  magnet  to  risk 
these  peoples’  lives.  And  those  people  that 
were  turned  back  by  the  Coast  Guard,  in 
accordance  with  policy,  diffused  out  into 
the  countryside. 

So  we’ve  got  a  policy.  It  is  a  fair  policy.  It 
does  make  a  distinction  between  economic 
refugees  and  political  refugees.  But  let  me 
assure  you,  it  is  not  based  on  some  race  or 
double  standard.  If  the  Cubans  started  out, 
a  new  Mariel  boat  lift  started  out,  the  same 
thing  would  happen.  It  is  consistent  policy. 

Mr.  Randles.  So  in  effect,  you  are  saying 
that,  in  fact,  if  Fidel  Castro  should  fall  or 
things  should  drastically  change  in  Cuba 
and  we  see  a  wave  of  Cubans,  a  huge  wave 
of  Cubans  coming  to  our  shores,  that  your 
administration  will  change  its  policy  and 
the  doors  to  the  United  States  will  be  shut 
for  these  people  as  well? 

The  President.  No,  that  we  already  have  a 
policy  that  says  we  are  not  going  to  do  what 
happened  in  Mariel,  people  were  going  to 
be  sent  back  if  they’re  economic  refugees. 
Now,  if  somebody  can  prove,  and  they  have 
proper  procedures  for  this,  that  there’s  po¬ 
litical  persecution,  that  is  something  differ¬ 
ent. 

Frankly,  I  think  if  Castro  fell,  you  would 
see  the  exodus  going  the  other  way.  I  just 
think  that  he’s  swimming  totally  against  the 
tide,  whereas  in  Haiti  they’re  at  least  trying 
to  go  the  democratic  route.  And  we’re 
trying  to  work  with  the  OAS  to  restore  de¬ 
mocracy,  even  though  Aristide  is — there’s  a 
little  controversy  surrounding  him.  But  he 
was  elected.  He  ought  to  be  restored.  And 
we  are  supporting  sanctions  in  the  OAS  to 
get  him  restored.  But  if  Castro — it  probably 
would  go  the  other  way,  Tom. 

Mr.  Randles.  Mr.  President,  why  not  at 
least  temporarily  relax,  perhaps,  our  coun¬ 
try’s  emigration  policy,  just  temporarily 
until  Mr.  Aristide  is  restored,  and  allow 
these  people  to  come  to  our  shores? 

The  President.  Well,  because  we  have 
yardsticks  for  whether  it’s  political  persecu¬ 
tion  or  economic  persecution.  And  those 
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yardsticks  should  be  followed. 

What  I’m  confused  about  a  little  bit  is, 
what’s  going  to  be  the  final  determination 
on  Aristide  at  home  in  Haiti?  Our  position 
is,  he  was  elected,  and  he  ought  to  go  back. 
And  we  are  working  with  the  OAS  to  that 
end,  and  we  have  sanctions  in  place  to  that 
end. 

But  I  don’t  think  that  there’s  any  reason 
to  change  the  policy  because  I  do  think  if 
it’s  political  persecution  by  some  of  these 
bullies  that  threw  out  Aristide,  those  people 
can  seek  asylum.  But  if  you  have  just  the 
whole  country  turning  out  for  economic 
reasons,  and  the  economy  of  Haiti  is  a  disas¬ 
ter,  we  just  can’t  handle  that.  So  that’s  the 
moral  underpinning  of  this  policy. 

Fidel  Castro 

Mr.  Randles.  We  also  have  a  great  deal  of 
interest  in  what  happens  in  Cuba.  We 
talked  about  it  a  little  bit  earlier,  specifically 
the  fall  of  Fidel  Castro.  What  does  your 
administration  believe  will  actually  happen 
to  him?  What  is  the  most  likely  scenario, 
and  what  kind  of  timeframe  do  you  think 
we’re  talking  about  here? 

The  President.  I  believe  in  the  fall  of 
Fidel  Castro  because  I  don’t  think  that  that 
country  can  be  the  only  country,  not  just  in 
this  hemisphere  but  one  of  a  handful 
around  the  world,  to  be  staying  with  the 
totalitarian  model,  in  this  case  Marxist 
model,  when  all  of  the  other  countries  are 
going  to  the  other  way. 

So,  I  have  confidence  in  the  will  of  the 
people  in  Cuba.  And  I  can’t  tell  you  how 
it’s  going  to  happen,  but  Castro  will  not 
survive  this.  The  people  will  take  matters 
into  their  own  hands  at  some  time.  Now,  he 
runs  a  very  cruel  and  intrusive  security 
force  against  the  people,  not  allowing  elec¬ 
tions,  not  allowing  democracy,  tough  on 
human  rights.  So  I’m  not  saying  it’s  easy, 
but  I  just  think  the  tide  is  so  inexorable  that 
he  won’t  be  around.  And  I  can’t  give  you  a 
timeframe  on  that,  but  I’m  not  going  to 
change  American  policy.  We  are  not  going 
to  lighten  up.  We  are  going  to  stay  with  it. 

Mr.  Randles.  All  right,  Mr.  President, 
thank  you  for  joining  us. 

The  President.  Nice  to  see  you,  sir. 


Interview  With  Linda  Douglass, 
KNBC-TV,  Los  Angeles 

Ms.  Douglass.  Mr.  President,  good  morn¬ 
ing. 

The  President.  See  you,  hear  you,  loud 
and  clear,  Linda. 

Ms.  Douglass.  It’s  much  earlier  here  than 
it  is  there. 

The  President.  Yes,  what  are  you  doing  up 
so — no,  no,  wait  a  minute — it’s  7:30  a.m.  out 
there,  isn’t  it? 

Ms.  Douglass.  [Laughter]  I  understand 
you’ve  completed  a  lot  of  your  day  by  this 
hour  back  in  Washington. 

The  President.  10:30  a.m.  I  get  to  the 
office  at  7  a.m.,  walk  in  the  door  at  7  a.m. 

The  Economy 

Ms.  Douglass.  Admirable  commitment. 
Let  me  ask  you  off  the  top,  sir,  about  the 
economy  again.  I  want  to  go  back  to  some 
of  the  earlier  questions.  Analysts  from  Wall 
Street  were  quoted  all  over  the  place  yes¬ 
terday  as  the  market  was  fluctuating  wildly, 
once  again,  quoted  as  saying  that  there  was 
concern  about  a  perceived  lack  of  leader¬ 
ship  on  your  part  in  solving  the  economic 
problems.  How  do  you  react  to  the  ongoing 
criticism  that  one  hears  from  Republicans 
and  businesspeople  in  Wall  Street  who  are 
obviously  concerned  about  the  instability  in 
the  economy? 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  concerned  about 
it,  too.  And  I  think  it’s  sluggish.  I  think 
there  are  some  reassuring  signs,  like  unem¬ 
ployment  and  inflation.  But  these  can 
change.  So  what  I’ve  been  trying  to  do  is  to 
get  a  growth  package  through  the  Congress 
for  the  last  2  years.  I’ve  challenged  them  as 
recently  as  the  State  of  the  Union  Message 
to  move  forward  on  something  like  the 
highway  bill  that  would  really  help.  I  be¬ 
lieve  capital  gains  would  help.  I  believe 
changing  the  IRA  laws  for  first-time  home- 
buyers  would  help.  But  I’m  up  against  a 
Congress  that  wants  to  do  it  some  other 
way. 

So  when  I  hear  the  charge,  I  can  under¬ 
stand  because  people  are  hurting.  People 
need  the  Government  to  do  what  it  can.  It’s 
not  going  to  be  totally  done  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  But  Government  has  an  important 
role,  and  I  share  the  frustration  that  some 
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feel  about  inactivity.  I  think  they  also  see 
that  the  Congress  is  in  this  in  a  big  way  and 
unable  to  go  forward.  Fd  like  them  to  go 
forward  on  what  I  think  is  a  sound  growth 
package.  I  think  it  would  really  help.  I 
think  it  would  help  in  California.  Because  as 
we  move  back  on  defense  spending — every¬ 
body,  all  the  opposition,  is  saying  we  ought 
to,  in  fact,  some  of  them  wanting  to  go 
much  faster  than  I  do  on  that — there’s 
going  to  be  economic  hardship.  So  we 
ought  to  have  growth.  We  ought  to  have 
job  creation.  That’s  why  I  still  come  back  to, 
especially  for  your  State,  this  concept  of  a 
lower  capital  gains  rate.  I  think  it  would 
stimulate  new  business. 

Ms.  Douglass.  Mr.  President,  today 
Democratic  candidate  Arkansas  Governor 
Bill  Clinton  will  blame  part  of  the  country’s 
economic  woes  on  greed  on  the  part  of  cor¬ 
porate  executives.  He  complains  that  CEO’s 
make  an  average  of  85  times  more  than 
their  lowest  paid  workers  and  would  elimi¬ 
nate  the  possibility  of  deducting  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  expense  any  executive’s  salary  that  is 
more  than  25  times  that  of  the  lowest-paid 
worker.  Are  high  executive  salaries  a  prob¬ 
lem,  in  your  estimation? 

The  President.  I  can’t  imagine  anybody 
can  deduct  his  salary  as  a  business  expense. 
I  mean,  you  pay  tax  on  the  salary.  But  I 
think  it  sends  a  signal  when  they’re  way  out 
of  whack.  I  think  it  sends  a  signal  to  the 
family  that’s  hurting,  “Wait  a  minute, 
what’s  going  on  here?”  But  I  don’t  know 
what  he’s  proposing.  I  haven’t  heard  the 
Clinton  proposal,  and  I  don’t  know  what 
Government  should  do  about  setting  sala¬ 
ries  or  setting  labor  rates  or  setting  relations 
between  the  employer  and  the  employee.  I 
don’t  believe  that’s  the  function  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  Fm  not  sure  that’s  what  he’s  propos¬ 
ing.  But  yes,  when  people  see,  when  some¬ 
body  is  hurting  and  they  see  an  extraordi¬ 
narily  high  salary,  I  think  it  causes  discon¬ 
tent. 

Ms.  Douglass.  Do  you  blame  any  of  the 
policies  of  the  Reagan  administration  for 
today’s  economic  problems? 

The  President.  No,  but  I  blame  the  in¬ 
creasing  Federal  deficit  and  increasing  Fed¬ 
eral  spending  on  everybody  in  the  past.  I 
mean,  I  have  my  responsibility  to  bear  for 
that;  Congress  has  a  responsibility.  But  I  do 


think  that  these  extraordinarily  high  defi¬ 
cits,  which  result  from  well-intentioned  leg¬ 
islation  passed  in  the  sixties,  some  of  it,  is  a 
problem  that  we  have  to  address.  And 
we’ve  tried  to  do  that  by  a  very  unpopular 
budget  agreement  that  put  caps  on  spend¬ 
ing.  And  now  what  Fm  trying  to  do,  Linda, 
is  to  hold  the  line  on  this  spending.  Because 
every  time  I  turn  around,  in  the  side  door, 
over  the  transom,  comes  new  spending  pro¬ 
posals  by  this  Congress.  And  I  have  to 
sometimes  say  no  to  popular-sounding  legis¬ 
lation. 

’92  Election 

Ms.  Douglass.  Mr.  President,  you  know 
that  the  Democrats  are  going  to  have  sever¬ 
al  televised  prime  time  debates  during  the 
primary  season  which  will  give  them  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  complain  about  you  at  length 
on  prime  time  TV.  Would  you  welcome 
prime  time  primary  debates  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  side  if  Pat  Buchanan  and  David  Duke 
challenge  you  for  President? 

The  President.  No. 

Ms.  Douglass.  And  would  you  participate? 

The  President.  No.  I  have  no  plans  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  I’ve  got  some  responsibilities  to  run 
the  country,  and  I’ll  keep  doing  that.  And 
then  well  concentrate — I  assume  there 
might  be  a  couple  of  debates  in  the  general 
election  although  we  haven’t  addressed  that 
yet.  I  don’t  want  to  run  against  other  Re¬ 
publicans.  I  want  to  try  to  lead  this  country 
and  try  to  straighten  out  some  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  that  exist.  And  so  I  don’t  have  any 
plans  to  do  that.  And  I  don’t  know  what  the 
Democrats  are  doing,  other  than  knocking 
me,  which  is  standard  fare,  and  we  expect 
that.  I  mean,  that’s  what — they  all  gang  up 
and  see  who  can  say  the  nastiest  things  and 
yell  the  loudest. 

What  the  people  want,  I  think,  is  some¬ 
thing  a  little  different.  They  know  there’s  a 
political  year,  but  I  think  they  want  to  see 
some  action  by  the  Congress  and  a  little  less 
name  calling.  So,  Fm  going  to  continue  to 
reach  out  to  Congress  and  try  to  help 
people.  Your  State  is  hurting,  and  I  think 
some  of  the  proposals  I  have  made  can 
help.  So,  we’ll  keep  trying  to  work  for  it 

Ms.  Douglass.  Thank  you  very  much,  sir. 

The  President.  Nice  to  see  you.  Thanks. 
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Interview  With  Bill  Stuart, 

KCNC-TV,  Denver 

Mr.  Stuart  Good  morning,  Mr.  President, 
This  is  Bill  Stuart  in  Denver. 

The  President.  How  are  you? 

Mr.  Stuart  I’m  fine.  How  are  you? 

The  President  Good,  Bill. 

The  Economy 

Mr.  Stuart  Mr.  President,  at  the  end  of 
the  Gulf  war  your  approval  rating,  your 
popularity,  was  so  high  that  some  suggested, 
I  think  only  half  jokingly,  that  we  forego 
the  ’92  election  because  you  would  win  so 
easily;  why  spend  all  that  money?  But  since 
the  end  of  the  war,  your  popularity  has 
eroded  somewhat.  Our  News  4-Denver  Post 
poll  shows  that  54  percent  of  Coloradans 
now  approve  of  your  job,  the  job  you’re 
doing;  down  considerably.  Why  do  you 
think  your  popularity  has  eroded  since  the 
end  of  the  war? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  the  economy.  I 
think  people  are  hurting  in  this  country.  I 
think  they’d  like  to  see  more  action  out  of 
Washington,  DC,  although  the  whole 
answer  doesn’t  lie  in  Washington.  But 
there’s  things  Washington  can  do,  and  the 
President  has  to  bear  his  share  of  responsi¬ 
bility  for  some  of  that;  not  all  of  it,  because 
I  think  Congress  is  in  this.  And  I  think  the 
same  surveys  you  talk  about  seem  to  put 
more  of  a  burden  on  the  Congress. 

So  I  think  when  people  are  hurting,  and 
they  are,  they  say,  “Hey,  what’s  gone 
wrong?  What’s  happening?  Why  isn’t  the 
President  doing  more?”  I  think  it’s  some  of 
that.  So,  I  have  to  get  out  and  make  clear, 
here’s  a  growth  package  that  would  have 
helped  this  economy  if  Congress  had 
moved.  Then,  in  the  State  of  the  Union, 
here’s  some  new  ideas  and  a  package.  Take 
my  case  not  to  Congress  but  over  their 
heads  to  the  American  people  and  make 
clear  that  people  understand  I  am  engaged, 
that  I’m  concerned,  and  I’ve  got  good  ideas 
for  helping  solve  the  problems. 

I  think  I’ve  got  the  latter  right  now,  and 
I’m  trying  to  stay  totally  engaged.  But  I 
think  that’s  what  it  is,  Bill. 

Mr.  Stuart  Fifty-one  percent  of  the  Colo¬ 
radans  surveyed  in  this  latest  poll  say  they’ll 
spend  less  this  Christmas  season  than  last, 


indicating  a  real  crisis  in  confidence.  Is 
there  anything  you  can  do  in  the  short  run 
to  turn  that  around? 

The  President  Well,  it’s  difficult.  Because 
if  you  talk  too  optimistically  about  the  econ¬ 
omy,  you  send  an  unrealistic  signal.  If  you 
talk  too  gloomily,  you  get  people  discour¬ 
aged.  I  tried  to  say  the  other  day  I  think 
there  are  some  interesting  fundamentals 
out  here:  Inflation  being  way  down  and  in¬ 
terest  rates  being  way  down,  way  down,  are 
good  in  terms  of  what  the  consumer  can  go 
out  and  buy. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  sound  naive  about  it. 
I  don’t  want  to  act  like  there  are  no  prob¬ 
lems  there.  The  economy  is  sluggish,  and 
we’re  trying,  through  the  proposals  I’ve 
made  on  growth,  to  get  it  moving.  So, 
there’s  a  delicate  balance.  And  I  think  more 
than  anyone  else  in  the  country,  obviously, 
that  if  the  President  misspeaks  or  sounds 
euphorically  optimistic  or  overly  pessimis¬ 
tic,  you  send  the  wrong  signals  to  a  skittish 
market  and  to  the  people. 

So,  I’m  trying  to  say:  Look,  we’re  in 
tough  times;  they’re  going  to  get  better. 
The  fundamentals  are  pretty  good,  but  I 
recognize  that  people  are  hurting,  and 
here’s  what  I  want  to  do  about  it.  Let’s  do 
something  about  the  IRA’s  to  stimulate  ho¬ 
mebuying,  capital  gains  that  would  stimu¬ 
late  new  businesses  and  jobs,  a  transporta¬ 
tion  bill  that  would  create  jobs  on  the  infra¬ 
structure.  And  just  get  the  message  across 
better. 

’92  Election 

Mr.  Stuart  You  mentioned  Congress  just 
a  minute  ago.  Sixty-eight  percent  of  the 
people  we  talk  to  say  things  are  on  the 
wrong  track  in  Washington,  going  in  the 
wrong  direction.  That  doesn’t  seem  to  bode 
well  for  any  incumbent,  whether  he’s  the 
President  or  a  Senator  or  a  Congressman, 
does  it? 

The  President  Not  particularly,  no.  I’d 
like  to  see  them  change  control  of  the  Con¬ 
gress,  and  then  I  think  we  could  really  get 
something  done.  And  I’ll  be  taking  that  case 
in  the  election  to  the  American  people. 
One  party  has  controlled  Congress  for,  you 
know,  40  out  of  the  last  45  years  or  some¬ 
thing,  and  I  think  it  builds  up  an  insensitive 
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bureaucracy.  And  I  think  it  just  makes  Con¬ 
gress  less  effective — pass  laws  for  everybody 
else  but  not  for  themselves — and  I  think 
people  are  tired  of  that. 

But  I  don’t  want  to  just  sit  here  blaming 
Congress.  I  mean,  we’re  in  this  together,  I 
think  most  of  the  American  people  know 
I’ve  tried  to  hold  out  my  hand  to  Congress. 
I’m  getting  a  little  tired  being  the  javelin 
catcher  out  there  from  the  concerted  at¬ 
tacks  that  are  kind  of  orchestrated  out  of 
the  Democratic  National  Committee  for  a 
lot  of  old,  tired  ideas  that  have  been  tried 
and  failed. 

So  I’ve  got  the  politics  over  the  horizon, 
but  more  important  is:  How  is  that  family 
doing  out  there?  And  they’re  hurting,  and 
we’ve  got  to  help  them. 

Mr.  Stuart.  Let  me  follow  up  on  that, 
talking  about  Congress.  Do  you  plan  to 
campaign  in  Colorado  next  year  for  the  Re¬ 
publican  candidate,  whoever  he  or  she  may 
be,  running  against  Senator  Tim  Wirth? 
How  important  is  that  Colorado  seat  to 
you? 

The  President  Well,  I’ve  always  done 
that,  and  I  expect  I  will.  I  can’t  make  a 
pledge  that  I’ll  be  in  Colorado.  It’s  such  an 
important  State,  I  would  expect  I  would. 
And  I’ll  be  working  hard  for  the  Republican 
candidates  and,  undoubtedly,  for  myself  and 
taking  the  case,  the  whole  case,  to  the 
American  people.  And  it’ll  get  clearer  then. 
It’s  fairly  clear  when  you  see  these  endless 
polls,  you  know,  the  President  against  who¬ 
ever  it  is.  But  I’m  not  complacent  about  it, 
and  I  shouldn’t  be.  As  long  as  somebody  is 
out  there,  Democrat  or  Republican,  that 
needs  help  and  we’re  not  doing  our  part 
back  here,  whether  it’s  Congress  or  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  we’ve  got  to  do  better. 

Mr.  Stuart.  Mr.  President,  our  time  has 
run  out,  I’m  told.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  Nice  to  be  with  you,  Bill. 
Thank  you,  sir. 

Interview  With  Warner  Saunders, 
WMAQ-TV,  Chicago 

Mr.  Saunders.  Mr.  President,  good  morn¬ 
ing.  I’m  Warner  Saunders,  and  welcome  to 
Chicago. 

The  President.  Glad  to  be  with  you,  sir, 
this  way. 


Mr.  Saunders.  Well,  I  have  tried  to  con¬ 
tact  as  many  people  as  I  possibly  could 
since  I  found  out  that  I  had  this  assignment, 
and  I  asked  them  what  they  would  ask  you. 
And  this  represents,  this  line  of  questioning, 
of  course,  represents  hopefully  my  best 
effort  and  theirs. 

The  President.  Fire  away. 

AIDS 

Mr.  Saunders.  What  is  your  position  on 
the  use  of  condoms  and  the  distribution  of 
clean  needles  to  IV  drug  users  to  help  stop 
the  spread  of  AIDS? 

The  President .  I  have  not  been  in  favor  of 
a  Federal  clean  needle  program,  and  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  a  Federal  condom  distribu¬ 
tion  program. 

Mr.  Saunders.  There  are  people,  of 
course,  who  say  that  there’s  almost - 

The  President.  I  am  in  favor  of  help¬ 
ing — 

Mr.  Saunders.  - no  way  of  stopping 

this. 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  think  I’d  be 
that  pessimistic.  We’re  doing  a  fantastic 
amount  of  research  on  AIDS,  and  I  think 
when  you  talk  to  the  top  researchers  at 
NIH,  you’ll  find  they  are  somewhat  optimis¬ 
tic.  We  can  get  the  drugs  to  the  market 
quicker.  We  can  do  better  on  education. 
Because  you  see,  Warner,  AIDS  is  one  dis¬ 
ease  where  a  person  can  control,  to  some 
degree,  whether  you  get  it  or  not.  And  be¬ 
havior  has  a  lot  to  do  with  it.  So,  I  think  we 
can  do  a  better  job  in  that  area,  too.  I  no¬ 
ticed  Magic  Johnson  had  something  to  say 
about  that  the  other  day,  and  I  was  very 
interested  because  he’s  coming  onto  our 
National  AIDS  Commission. 

Urban  Legislative  Programs 

Mr.  Saunders.  And  of  course,  that’s  a  big 
step  forward  in  this  whole  health  issue. 

Let’s  move  a  little  bit  to  the  issue  of  the 
cities  themselves.  The  ghettos  of  this  coun¬ 
try  certainly  are  becoming  a  cancer  to  the 
society,  and  many  people  believe  that  here 
in  Chicago  the  administration  doesn’t  view 
the  problems  of  the  poor,  the  problems  of 
the  ghettos  as  important  as  international 
problems.  What  is  your  reaction  to  that  crit¬ 
icism? 
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The  President.  Well,  I  think  that’s  an  erro¬ 
neous  observation.  But  look,  I  can  under¬ 
stand  when  you  have  fantastic  levels  of 
street  crime  in  some  of  these  heavily  im¬ 
pacted  districts  that  people  are  saying, 
“Help!”  Actually  we’ve  got  a  good  national 
drug  strategy.  We’ve  got  a  good  crime  bill, 
if  I  can  ever  get  it  out  of  the  Congress. 
We’re  starting  a  brandnew  education  2000 
program  that  helps  educate  these  kids:  Give 
people  a  better  shot  in  the  schools  and  give 
them  a  chance  to  pull  themselves  out. 

So,  I  think  we’ve  got  good  programs,  but 
I  think  they  hear  this  charge,  were  more 
interested  in  world  peace,  but  I  think  a 
President  has  a  responsibility  for  both, 
frankly.  Maybe - 

Mr.  Saunders.  Is  the  Congress,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  stumbling  block  in  getting  these 
kinds  of  programs  to  the  people  who  are 
hurting  inside  of  these  poor  communities  of 
our  great  cities? 

The  President  I  think,  to  some  degree,  I 
think  the  Congress  should  be  blamed.  In 
other  words,  Warner,  we’ve  got  an  unac¬ 
ceptably  sluggish  economy,  and  I’ve  made 
some  proposals  that  in  my  best  bet  would 
help  them.  And  I  can’t  get  it  through  a 
Congress  that  is  controlled,  both  Houses,  by 
another  party,  I  was  elected  to  do  certain 
things,  and  I’ve  done  some  of  them.  But  we 
need  to  change  that  a  little  bit,  I  think. 

The  Economy 

Mr.  Saunders.  You  know,  I  was  just  with  a 
group  of  car  dealers  last  night,  and  they  are 
really  hurting.  And  so  I  told  them  that  I’d 
be  speaking  with  you  this  morning.  And 
after  they  stopped  laughing,  I  said,  “No, 
really  it’s  going  to  happen.”  [Laughter]  And 
they  said,  “Well,  ask  this  guy,  why  is  he 
downplaying  the  seriousness  of  the  econom¬ 
ic  downturn?”  Are  you  downplaying  it? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  so.  I’ll  tell 
you  there’s  a  delicate  balance,  though.  A 
President  has  a  unique  pulpit,  not  only  in 
this  country  but  in  the  world.  And  you 
don’t  want  to  talk  the  country  into  a  deep 
recession.  So  when  I  point  out  that  interest 
rates  are  low,  historically  low,  or  where  in¬ 
flation  is  low,  acceptably  low,  these  are 
good  things  preparing  us  for  recovery. 

I  don’t  want  to  emphasize  just  the  bad 
things  to  talk  us  into  a  depression.  And  I 


don’t  want  to  emphasize  only  the  good 
things  to  make  those  car  dealers  think  I’m 
out  of  touch.  But  I  do  think  for  car  dealers, 
hey,  look,  interest  rates  are  getting  down 
there.  This  wouldn’t  be  too  bad  a  time  for  a 
family,  if  it  had  the  confidence  that  it 
would  have  a  job  tomorrow,  to  go  out  and 
purchase  cars.  So,  I’m  trying  to  find  that 
right  balance  without  being  euphoric  or 
without  being  pessimistic. 

Civil  Rights 

Mr.  Saunders.  On  the  issue  of  civil  rights, 
I  talked  with  a  number  of  civil  rights  lead¬ 
ers  last  night,  both  black  and  white.  And 
one  of  the  most  conservative  of  them  said 
something,  and  I  quote  here:  “It  appears 
there  is  little  difference  between  the  plat¬ 
form  of  David  Duke  and  the  policies  of 
George  Bush,  minus  the — minus  KKK,  Nazi 
history — that  Bush  is  against  affirmative 
action,  integration,  and  the  poor  who  are  on 
welfare.”  What’s  your  reaction,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent? 

The  President.  The  guy’s  got  it  backwards. 
If  it  was  a  guy;  maybe  it  was,  I  don’t  know 
who. 

Mr.  Saunders.  It  was  a  guy. 

The  President.  Well,  he’s  got  to  go  back 
and  do  a  little  research.  We’re  going  to  sign 
a  bill,  a  civil  rights  bill.  And  I’m  getting 
attacked  from  the  Nazi  down  there  for  sign¬ 
ing  this  bill.  What  I  didn’t  want  was  a  quota 
bill.  I  don’t  believe  in  quotas.  I  don’t  think 
most  blacks  or  whites  or  Hispanics  believe 
in  quotas.  And  I  fought  back  an  attempt  to 
ram  a  quota  bill  down  the  throats  of  the 
American  people.  Maybe  that’s  what  the 
person  is  thinking  of. 

But  I’m  the  guy  that’s  going  to  sign  this 
one.  I’m  the  guy  that  sponsored  and 
worked  hard  for  the  best  civil  rights  legisla¬ 
tion  in  this  century,  and  that’s  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  with  Disabilities  Act  that  helps  others. 
So  I  think  I  would  just  refute  the  charge 
coming  from  a  frustrated  leader  who  cler 
is  frustrated.  But  I  think  we’ve  got  a  g< 
record,  working  hard  to  support  educati 
black  colleges,  many  thing  of  that  natu. 

So,  you  take  a  few  shots  in  this  business 

Mr.  Saunders.  Mr.  President,  thank  you. 

The  President.  It’s  nice  to  be  with  you, 
Warner.  Thank  you,  sir.  Good  questions. 
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Tell  the  people  that  you  got  it  from  you  did 
fine.  I  don’t  know  about  the  answers;  the 
questions  were  good. 

Mr.  Saunders.  Thank  you  again. 

Note:  The  series  of  interviews  conducted  via 


satellite  began  at  10:17  a.m.  The  President 
spoke  from  Room  459  of  the  Old  Executive 
Office  Building.  A  tape  was  not  available 
for  verification  of  the  content  of  these 
interviews. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Food  Assistance  to  the 
Soviet  Union 
November  20,  1991 


The  President  decided  today  to  make 
available  an  additional  $1.5  billion  in  food 
assistance  to  help  the  Soviet  Union,  the  Re¬ 
publics,  and  their  people  cope  with  imme¬ 
diate  food  shortages  and  aid  in  the  longer- 
term  restructuring  of  the  country’s  food  dis¬ 
tribution  system.  With  this  announcement, 
total  U.S.  food  assistance  for  the  Union  and 
Republics  since  January  1991  is  $4  billion. 

The  President  made  this  decision  after 
having  sent  four  separate  experts’  missions 
on  food  to  the  U.S.S.R.  since  May  1991,  in¬ 
cluding  the  early  October  Presidential  mis¬ 
sion  led  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Edward 
Madigan. 


The  President  is  proud  that  America’s 
abundance  can  help  alleviate  food  shortages 
this  winter.  Extension  of  agricultural  credit 
guarantees  to  the  Union  and  Republics  will 
not  only  assist  them  during  this  critical 
period  but  will  provide  a  needed  boost  to 
the  U.S.  food  and  agriculture  community. 
Sales  of  this  magnitude  will  stimulate  eco¬ 
nomic  activity  through  the  entire  chain, 
from  fertilizer  companies  to  farmers  to 
transporters.  Further,  as  increased  demand 
raises  the  average  price  for  grain,  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  deficiency  payments  will  result 
m  substantial  budget  savings.  These  credit 
guarantees  will  stimulate  the  U.S.  economy 
and  save  near-term  dollars  in  budget  out¬ 
lays  for  commodity  programs. 

The  agreement  was  worked  out  in 
Moscow  m  meetings  with  representatives  of 
Republics  and  the  Inter-Republic  Food 
Committee.  The  Union  and  the  Republics 

resmm'h-lw  °f  uh®  neg°tiati°ns  to  share 
responsibility  for  the  debt,  and  they  agreed 

on  both  the  value  of  U.S.  food  commodities 


to  be  purchased  and  the  method  of  distribu- 
tion.  Continued  responsibility  for  payments 
on  existing  CCC  credit  guarantees  is  also 
necessary  for  the  disbursement  of  new 
credit  guarantees. 

The  $1.5  billion  will  be  provided  in  three 
different  channels: 

Credit  Assistance:  An  additional  $1.25  bil¬ 
lion  in  credit  guarantees  under  the  Com¬ 
modity  Credit  Corporation’s  GSM-102  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  made  available  to  the  Union 
and  Republics  in  tranches  over  the  next  6 
months  for  the  purchase  of  critical  food  and 
feed  commodities.  The  initial  tranche  of 
$500  million  will  be  immediately  available 
with  tranches  of  $250  million  each  made 
available  on  February  1,  March  1,  and  April 
1  of  1992.  These  credit  guarantees  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  flow  of  critical  supplies  during  the 
winter  and  spring  months  when  Soviet  food 
suPplies  will  be  lowest. 

Humanitarian  Assistance:  Up  to  $165  mil¬ 
lion  in  food  aid  will  be  provided  to  particu¬ 
larly  hard-hit  food  deficit  regions  in  the 
U.S.S.R.  where  shortages  are  likely  to  be 
most  severe  this  winter.  Initial  discussions 
have  been  held  with  Union  and  Republic 
officials  in  an  attempt  to  identify  regions 
most  in  need.  We  intend  to  deliver  food 
shipments  first  to  Armenia  and  the  Urals 
region  of  the  Russian  Republic  and  will 
then  target  additional  areas  over  the  course 
of  the  winter.  To  the  degree  practicable, 
this  assistance  will  be  provided  through 
American  and  indigenous  private  voluntary 
organizations. 

Technical  Assistance:  The  President  has 
decided  to  go  forward  with  a  package  of 
five  projects  aimed  at  improving  Soviet 
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food  production  and,  importantly,  distribu¬ 
tion.  These  are:  (1)  a  model  demonstration 
farm  in  the  St.  Petersburg  region  targeted 
toward  new  private  farmers;  (2)  assistance 
in  developing  wholesale  markets  in  Moscow 
and  Kiev;  (3)  extension  service  projects  in 
the  Armenian,  Kazak,  and  Uzbek  Republics; 
and  (4)  a  public /private  sector  initiative  to 
have  U.S.  private  sector  executives  work  in 


processing  plants  and  at  distribution  centers 
to  improve  the  efficiency  of  key  Soviet  food 
distribution  enterprises.  Planning  is  under¬ 
way  on  each  of  these  projects  and  imple¬ 
mentation  will  begin  in  January  1992;  (5) 
credit  guarantees  for  U.S. /Soviet  food  proc¬ 
essing  and  distribution  on  development 
projects. 


Nomination  of  Robert  Edward  Grady  To  Be  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
November  20,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Robert  Edward  Grady,  of 
New  Jersey,  to  be  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget.  He 
would  succeed  William  M.  Diefenderfer  III. 

Since  1989,  Mr.  Grady  has  served  as  Asso¬ 
ciate  Director  for  Natural  Resources, 
Energy  and  Science  of  the  Office  of  Man¬ 
agement  and  Budget  in  Washington,  DC. 
Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  senior  adviser  for 
speechwriting  and  policy  at  Bush-Quayle 
’88  and  as  a  speechwriter  in  the  Office  of 


the  Vice  President,  1986.  In  addition,  Mr. 
Grady  served  as  director  of  communications 
for  Gov.  Thomas  H.  Kean  of  New  Jersey, 
1983-1986;  and  in  the  office  of  Congress- 
woman  Millicent  Fenwick  (R-NJ),  1979- 
1982. 

Mr.  Grady  graduated  from  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege  (A.B.,  1979)  and  Stanford  University 
Graduate  School  of  Business  (M.B.A.,  1988). 
He  was  born  October  22,  1957,  in  Orange, 
NJ.  Mr.  Grady  resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Nomination  of  James  Buchanan  Busey  IV  To  Be  Deputy  Secretary 
of  Transportation 
November  20,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  James  Buchanan  Busey  IV, 
of  Illinois,  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of  Trans¬ 
portation.  He  would  succeed  Elaine  L. 
Chao. 

Since  1989,  Admiral  Busey  has  served  as 
Administrator  of  the  Federal  Aviation  Ad¬ 
ministration  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation  in  Washington,  DC.  Admiral 
Busey  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  1952-1989. 


From  1987  to  1989,  Admiral  Busey  served 
as  commander  in  chief  of  the  U.S.  naval 
forces  in  Europe  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  allied  forces  for  the  southern  region. 

Admiral  Busey  graduated  from  the  Naval 
Postgraduate  School  (B.S.  and  M.S.,  1964). 
He  was  born  October  2,  1932,  in  Peoria,  IL. 
Admiral  Busey  is  married,  has  three  chil¬ 
dren,  and  resides  in  Fairfax,  VA. 
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Nomination  of  Henry  Edward  Hudson  To  Be  Director  of  the  United 
States  Marshals  Service 
November  20,  1 991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Henry  Edward  Hudson,  of 
Virginia,  to  be  Director  of  the  U.S.  Marshals 
Service  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice. 
He  would  succeed  Michael  Moore. 

Currently  Mr.  Hudson  serves  as  Of  Coun¬ 
sel,  general  litigation,  with  the  law  firm  of 
Reed,  Smith,  Shaw  &  McClay  in  Alexandria, 
VA.  Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  U.S.  attorney 
for  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia,  1986- 


1991;  Commonwealth’s  attorney  of  Arling¬ 
ton  County,  VA,  1980-1986;  and  assistant 
U.S.  attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Alexandria  Division,  Criminal  Section, 
1978-1980. 

Mr.  Hudson  graduated  from  American 
University  (B.A.,  1969;  J.D.,  1974).  He  was 
born  July  24,  1947,  in  Washington,  DC.  Mr. 
Hudson  is  married,  has  one  child,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Alexandria,  VA. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1991 
November  21,  1991 


Welcome  to  the  White  House.  And  may  I 
salute  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  who  are 
here  today,  Members  of  the  Congress,  many 
Members  of  Congress,  distinguished  guests. 

Today  we  celebrate  a  law  that  will  fight 
the  evil  of  discrimination  while  also  build¬ 
ing  bridges  of  harmony  between  Americans 
of  all  races,  sexes,  creeds,  and  backgrounds. 
For  the  past  few  years,  the  issue  of  civil 
rights  legislation  has  divided  Americans.  No 
more.  From  day  one,  I  told  the  American 
people  that  I  wanted  a  civil  rights  bill  that 
advances  the  cause  of  equal  opportunity. 
And  I  wanted  a  bill  that  advances  the  cause 
of  racial  harmony.  And  I  wanted  a  bill  that 
encourages  people  to  work  together.  And 
today  I  am  signing  that  bill,  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1991. 

Discrimination,  whether  on  the  basis  of 
race,  national  origin,  sex,  religion,  or  disabil¬ 
ity,  is  worse  than  wrong.  It’s  an  evil  that 
strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  the  American 
ideal.  This  bill,  building  on  current  law,  will 
help  ensure  that  no  American  will  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  another. 

For  these  reasons,  this  is  a  very  good  bill. 
Let  me  repeat:  This  is  a  very  good  bill.  Last 
year,  back  in  May  of  1990  in  the  Rose 
Garden,  right  here  with  some  of  you 
present,  I  appealed  for  a  bill  I  could  sign. 
And  I  said  that  day  that  I  cannot  and  will 


not  sign  a  quota  bill.  Instead,  I  said  that  the 
American  people  deserved  a  civil  rights  bill 
that,  number  one,  insisted  that  employers 
focus  on  equal  opportunity,  not  on  develop¬ 
ing  strategies  to  avoid  litigation.  Number 
two,  they  deserved  a  bill  that  was  based 
upon  fundamental  principles  of  fairness, 
that  anyone  who  believes  their  rights  have 
been  violated  is  entitled  to  their  day  in 
court  and  that  the  accused  are  innocent 
until  proved  guilty.  And  number  three, 
they  deserved  a  bill  that  provided  adequate 
deterrent  against  harassment  based  upon 
race,  sex,  religion,  or  disability. 

I  also  said,  that  day  back  in  1990,  that  this 
administration  is  committed  to  action  that  is 
truly  affirmative,  positive  action  in  every 
sense,  to  strike  down  all  barriers  to  ad¬ 
vancement  of  every  kind  for  all  people. 
And  in  that  same  spirit,  I  say  again  today:  I 
support  affirmative  action.  Nothing  in  this 
bill  overturns  the  Government’s  affirmative 
action  programs. 

And  unlike  last  year’s  bill,  a  bill  I  was 
forced  to  veto,  this  bill  will  not  encourage 
quotas  or  racial  preferences  because  this  bill 
will  not  create  lawsuits  on  the  basis  of  num¬ 
bers  alone.  I  oppose  quotas  because  they 
incite  tensions  between  the  races,  between 
the  sexes,  between  people  who  get  trapped 
in  a  numbers  game. 
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This  bill  contains  several  important  inno¬ 
vations.  For  example,  it  contains  strong  new 
remedies  for  the  victims  of  discrimination 
and  harassment,  along  with  provisions  cap¬ 
ping  damages  that  are  an  important  model 
to  be  followed  in  tort  reform.  And  it  en¬ 
courages  mediation  and  arbitration  between 
parties  before  the  last  resort  of  litigation. 
Our  goal  and  our  promise  is  harmony,  a 
return  to  civility  and  brotherhood,  as  we 
build  a  better  America  for  ourselves  and 
our  children. 

We  had  to  work  hard  for  this  agreement. 
This  bill  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress 
overwhelmingly  with  broad  support  on 
both  sides  of  the  aisle.  A  tip  of  the  hat  goes 
to  Senator  Kennedy  and  former  Congress¬ 
man  Hawkins,  who,  way  back  in  February 
of  1990,  got  the  ball  rolling.  And  I  con¬ 
gratulate  and  thank  particularly  Senators 
Dole,  Danforth,  and  Hatch,  Congressmen 
Michel,  Goodling,  and  Hyde  for  ensuring 
that  today's  legislation  fulfills  those  princi¬ 
ples  that  I  outlined  in  the  Rose  Garden  last 
year. 

No  one  likes  to  oppose  a  bill  containing 
the  words  “civil  rights,"  especially  me.  And 
no  one  in  Congress  likes  to  vote  against 
one,  either.  I  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
those  who  stood  with  us  against  counterpro¬ 
ductive  legislation  last  year  and  again  earli¬ 
er  this  year,  as  well  as  to  those  who  led  the 
way  toward  the  important  agreement  we’ve 
reached  today.  I’m  talking  about  Demo¬ 
crats,  I’m  talking  about  Republicans,  and 
those  outside  the  Congress  who  played  a 
constructive  role.  And  to  all  of  you,  I  am 
very,  very  grateful  because  I  believe  this  is 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States. 

But  to  the  Congress  I  also  say  this:  The 
1991  civil  rights  bill  is  only  the  first  step.  If 
we  seek — and  I  believe  that  every  one  of  us 
does — to  build  a  new  era  of  harmony  and 
shared  purpose,  we  must  make  it  possible 
for  all  Americans  to  scale  the  ladder  of  op¬ 
portunity.  If  we  seek  to  ease  racial  tensions 
in  America,  civil  rights  legislation  is,  by 
itself,  not  enough.  The  elimination  of  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  workplace  is  a  vital  ele¬ 


ment  of  the  American  dream,  but  it  is 
simply  not  enough. 

I  believe  in  an  America  free  from  racism, 
free  from  bigotry. 

I  believe  in  an  America  where  anyone 
who  wants  to  work  has  a  job. 

I  believe  in  an  America  where  every 
child  receives  a  first-rate  education,  a  place 
where  our  children  have  the  same  chance 
to  achieve  their  goals  as  everyone  else’s  kids 
do. 

I  believe  in  an  America  where  all  people 
enjoy  equal  protection  under  the  law, 
where  everyone  can  live  and  work  in  a  cli¬ 
mate  free  from  fear  and  despair,  where 
drugs  and  crime  have  been  banished  from 
our  neighborhoods  and  from  our  schools. 

And  I  believe  in  an  America  where  ev¬ 
eryone  has  a  place  to  call  his  own,  a  stake  in 
the  community,  the  comfort  of  a  home. 

I  believe  in  an  America  where  we  meas¬ 
ure  success  not  in  dollars  and  lawsuits  but 
in  opportunity,  prosperity,  and  harmony.  I 
believe  in  the  ideals  we  all  share,  ideals  that 
made  America  great:  Decency,  fairness, 
faith,  hard  work,  generosity,  vigor,  and 
vision. 

The  American  dream  rests  on  the  vision 
of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
In  our  workplaces,  in  our  schools,  or  on  our 
streets,  this  dream  begins  with  equality  and 
opportunity.  Our  agenda  for  the  next  Amer¬ 
ican  century,  whether  it  be  guaranteeing 
equal  protection  under  the  law,  promoting 
excellence  in  education,  or  creating  jobs, 
will  ensure  for  generations  to  come  that 
America  remains  the  beacon  of  opportunity 
in  the  world. 

Now  with  great  pride,  and  thanks  to  so 
many  people  here  in  the  Rose  Garden 
today,  especially  the  Members  of  Congress 
with  us,  with  great  pride  I  will  sign  this 
good,  sound  legislation  into  law.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:18  p.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  S. 
1 745 ,  approved  November  21,  was  assigned 
Public  Law  No.  102-166. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1991 

November  21,  1991 


Today  I  am  pleased  to  sign  into  law  S. 
1745,  the  “Civil  Rights  Act  of  1991.”  This 
historic  legislation  strengthens  the  barriers 
and  sanctions  against  employment  discrimi¬ 
nation. 

Employment  discrimination  law  should 
seek  to  prevent  improper  conduct  and 
foster  the  speedy  resolution  of  conflicts. 
This  Act  promotes  the  goals  of  ridding  the 
workplace  of  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
race,  color,  sex,  religion,  national  origin,  and 
disability;  ensuring  that  employers  can  hire 
on  the  basis  of  merit  and  ability  without  the 
fear  of  unwarranted  litigation;  and  ensuring 
that  aggrieved  parties  have  effective  reme¬ 
dies.  This  law  will  not  lead  to  quotas,  which 
are  inconsistent  with  equal  opportunity  and 
merit-based  hiring;  nor  does  it  create  incen¬ 
tives  for  needless  litigation. 

Most  of  this  Act’s  major  provisions  have 
been  the  subject  of  a  bipartisan  consensus. 
Along  with  most  Members  of  the  Congress, 
for  example,  I  have  favored  expanding  the 
right  to  challenge  discriminatory  seniority 
systems;  expansion  of  the  statutory  prohibi¬ 
tion  against  racial  discrimination  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  employment  contracts;  and  the 
creation  of  meaningful  monetary  remedies 
for  all  forms  of  workplace  harassment  out¬ 
lawed  under  Title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964.  Similarly,  my  Administration 
has  concurred  in  proposed  changes  to  au¬ 
thorize  expert  witness  fees  in  Title  VII 
cases;  to  extend  the  statute  of  limitations 
and  authorize  the  award  of  interest  against 
the  U.S.  Government;  and  to  cure  technical 
defects  with  respect  to  providing  notice  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  under  the  Age  Dis¬ 
crimination  in  Employment  Act  of  1967.  I 
am  happy  to  note  that  every  one  of  these 
issues  is  addressed  in  the  Act  that  becomes 
law  today. 

It  is  regrettable  that  enactment  of  these 
worthwhile  measures  has  been  substantially 
delayed  by  controversies  over  other  propos¬ 
als.  S.  1745  resolves  the  most  significant  of 
these  controversies,  involving  the  law  of 
“disparate  impact,”  with  provisions  de¬ 
signed  to  avoid  creating  incentives  for  em¬ 


ployers  to  adopt  quotas  or  unfair  prefer¬ 
ences.  It  is  extremely  important  that  the 
statute  be  properly  interpreted — by  execu¬ 
tive  branch  officials,  by  the  courts,  and  by 
America’s  employers — so  that  no  incentives 
to  engage  in  such  illegal  conduct  are  cre¬ 
ated. 

Until  now,  the  law  of  disparate  impact 
has  been  developed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  a  series  of  cases  stretching  from  the 
Griggs  decision  in  1971  to  the  Watson  and 
Wards  Cove  decisions  in  1988  and  1989. 
Opinions  by  Justices  Sandra  Day  O’Connor 
and  Byron  White  have  explained  the  safe¬ 
guards  against  quotas  and  preferential  treat¬ 
ment  that  have  been  included  in  the  juris¬ 
prudence  of  disparate  impact.  S.  1745  codi¬ 
fies  this  theory  of  discrimination,  while  in¬ 
cluding  a  compromise  provision  that  over¬ 
turns  Wards  Cove  by  shifting  to  the  employ¬ 
er  the  burden  of  persuasion  on  the  “busi¬ 
ness  necessity”  defense.  This  change  in  the 
burden  of  proof  means  it  is  especially  im¬ 
portant  to  ensure  that  all  the  legislation’s 
other  safeguards  against  unfair  application 
of  disparate  impact  law  are  carefully  ob¬ 
served.  These  highly  technical  matters  are 
addressed  in  detail  in  the  analyses  of  S. 
1745  introduced  by  Senator  Dole  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  several  other  Senators  and  of 
the  Administration  (137  Cong.  Rec.  S15472- 
S15478  (daily  ed.  Oct.  30,  1991);  137  Cong. 
Rec.  S15953  (daily  ed.  Nov.  5,  1991)).  These 
documents  will  be  treated  as  authoritative 
interpretive  guidance  by  all  officials  in  the 
executive  branch  with  respect  to  the  law  of 
disparate  impact  as  well  as  the  other  mat¬ 
ters  covered  in  the  documents. 

Another  important  source  of  the  contro¬ 
versy  that  delayed  enactment  of  this  legisla¬ 
tion  was  a  proposal  to  authorize  jury  trials 
and  punitive  damages  in  cases  arising  under 
Title  VII.  S.  1745  adopts  a  compromise 
under  which  “caps”  have  been  placed  on 
the  amount  that  juries  may  award  in  such 
cases.  The  adoption  of  these  limits  on  jury 
awards  sets  an  important  precedent,  and  I 
hope  to  see  this  model  followed  as  part  of 
an  initiative  to  reform  the  Nation’s  tort 
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system. 

In  addition  to  the  protections  provided 
by  the  “caps,”  section  118  of  the  Act  en¬ 
courages  voluntary  agreements  between 
employers  and  employees  to  rely  on  alter¬ 
native  mechanisms  such  as  mediation  and 
arbitration.  This  provision  is  among  the 
most  valuable  in  the  Act  because  of  the 
important  contribution  that  voluntary  pri¬ 
vate  arrangements  can  make  in  the  effort 
to  conserve  the  scarce  resources  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  judiciary  for  those  matters  as  to  which 
no  alternative  forum  would  be  possible  or 
appropriate. 

Finally,  I  note  that  certain  provisions  in 
Title  III,  involving  particularly  require¬ 
ments  that  courts  defer  to  the  findings  of 
fact  of  a  congressional  body,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  measures  affecting  individuals  in  the 
executive  branch,  raise  serious  constitution¬ 
al  questions. 

Since  the  Civil  Rights  Act  was  enacted  in 
1964,  our  Nation  has  made  great  progress 


toward  the  elimination  of  employment  dis¬ 
crimination.  I  hope  and  expect  that  this  leg¬ 
islation  will  carry  that  progress  further. 
Even  if  such  discrimination  were  totally 
eliminated,  however,  we  would  not  have 
done  enough  to  advance  the  American 
dream  of  equal  opportunity  for  all.  Achiev¬ 
ing  that  dream  will  require  bold  action  to 
reform  our  educational  system,  reclaim  our 
inner  cities  from  violence  and  drugs,  stimu¬ 
late  job  creation  and  economic  growth,  and 
nurture  the  American  genius  for  voluntary 
community  service.  My  Administration  is 
strongly  committed  to  action  in  all  these 
areas,  and  I  look  forward  to  continuing  the 
effort  we  celebrate  here  today. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  21,  1991. 

Note:  S.  1745 ’  approved  November  21,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-166. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Reporting  on  the  Cyprus  Conflict 
November  22,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  Chairman:) 

In  accordance  with  Public  Law  95-384 
(22  U.S.C.  2373(c)),  I  am  submitting  to  you 
this  bimonthly  report  on  progress  toward  a 
negotiated  settlement  of  the  Cyprus  ques¬ 
tion.  This  report  covers  August,  September, 
and  the  first  part  of  October  1991.  During 
this  period  the  U.N.  Secretary  General’s 
representatives  made  intense  efforts  to 
bring  major  points  of  difference  on  Cyprus 
within  negotiating  range.  Although  these  ef¬ 
forts  did  not  result  in  the  high-level  meet¬ 
ing  in  September  envisioned  in  my  August 
2  statement  on  Cyprus,  I  believe  that  con¬ 
siderable  progress  was  made  toward  an 
overall  framework  agreement,  that  the 
work  done  can  provide  the  basis  for  a  fair 
and  permanent  settlement  of  the  Cyprus 
issue,  and  that,  with  a  good  faith  effort  by 
all  the  parties,  a  high-level  meeting  under 
U.N.  auspices  can  still  be  held  before  the 
end  of  1991. 

As  noted  in  my  last  report  to  you  on  this 


issue,  at  the  end  of  July  and  into  early 
August  1991,  the  U.N.  Secretary  General’s 
representatives,  Ambassador  Oscar  Cami- 
lion  and  Mr.  Gustave  Feissel,  were  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  discussing  the  key 
outstanding  issues  with  all  the  parties  to  the 
Cyprus  dispute.  U.S,  Special  Cyprus  Coordi¬ 
nator,  Ambassador  Nelson  Ledsky,  also 
went  to  the  region  in  an  effort  to  contribute 
to  their  efforts.  On  August  2  I  announced 
that  President  Ozal  of  Turkey  and  Prime 
Minister  Mitsotakis  of  Greece  had  agreed 
that  their  countries  would  attend  a  well- 
prepared,  high-level  meeting  on  Cyprus. 

Mr.  Feissel  returned  to  New  York  on 
August  3  to  report  to  the  U.N.  Secretary 
General.  Ambassador  Ledsky  stayed  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  until  August  9.  Am¬ 
bassador  Camilion  and  Mr.  Feissel  began 
another  round  of  consultations  in  the  East¬ 
ern  Mediterranean  with  all  the  parties  on 
August  17. 

During  the  last  week  in  August,  the  Sec- 
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retary  General  informed  the  U.N.  Security 
Council  that  he  wished  to  delay  the  report, 
which  he  had  promised  to  deliver  before 
the  end  of  August,  until  Ambassador  Cami- 
lion  and  Mr.  Feissel  finished  their  consulta¬ 
tions  in  the  area. 

Ambassador  Camilion  and  Mr.  Feissel 
held  discussions  in  Cyprus  on  August  26 
through  29  and  returned  again  from  Sep¬ 
tember  7  through  14.  In  the  course  of  these 
many  meetings,  they  presented  a  full  set  of 
ideas  on  all  key  issues  in  the  Cyprus  dis¬ 
pute.  Then,  on  September  11,  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Mitsotakis  of  Greece  and  Prime  Minister 
Yilmaz  of  Turkey  met  in  Paris.  After  the 
meeting  both  Prime  Ministers  publicly  com¬ 
mented  that  differences  between  the  two 
Cypriot  sides  still  appeared  to  be  broad  and 
that,  until  those  differences  were  eliminat¬ 
ed,  they  could  not  attend  a  high-level  meet¬ 
ing  in  September. 

In  the  days  immediately  following,  I  com¬ 
municated  with  Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis 
of  Greece  and  Prime  Minister  Yilmaz  and 
President  Ozal  of  Turkey  to  ask  them  for 
assurances  of  their  continued  commitment 
to  the  settlement  process.  Within  a  few 
days  I  received  positive  responses  from 
both  Governments. 

In  mid-September  the  focus  of  activity 
shifted  to  New  York  as  Greek  and  Turkish 
Cypriot  representatives  and  those  of  the 
Governments  of  Greece  and  Turkey  began 
to  arrive  for  the  U.N.  General  Assembly  ses¬ 
sion.  In  the  week  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  session  and  continuing  into  the  first  and 
second  week  of  the  General  Assembly,  the 
U.N.  Secretary  General,  Mr.  Feissel,  and  the 
U.S.  Special  Cyprus  Coordinator  met  sepa¬ 
rately  with  representatives  of  all  the  parties. 
During  the  second  week  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly,  Secretary  of  State  Baker  met  with 
the  Foreign  Ministers  of  Greece  and  Turkey 
and  with  President  Vassiliou  of  Cyprus. 

On  October  9  the  U.N.  Secretary  General 


delivered  to  the  Security  Council  the  at¬ 
tached  report  on  his  mission  of  good  offices 
in  Cyprus.  In  the  report,  the  Secretary  Gen¬ 
eral  brings  the  Council  members  up  to  date 
on  the  state  of  negotiations  for  an  overall 
framework  agreement  on  Cyprus  and  out¬ 
lines  the  work  yet  to  be  done.  His  conclud¬ 
ing  paragraphs  urge  the  parties  to  preserve 
what  has  already  been  accomplished  and  to 
work  toward  a  high-level  meeting  before 
the  end  of  1991.  He  also  appeals  to  both 
sides  to  refrain  from  counterproductive 
statements  and  actions. 

Security  Council  Resolution  716,  also  at¬ 
tached,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  United 
States,  directs  the  U.N.  Secretary  General  to 
continue  his  good  offices  mission,  endorses 
the  conclusions  of  his  report  and  observa¬ 
tions,  and  asks  him  to  report  again  to  the 
Security  Council  in  November,  including  in 
that  report,  if  conditions  are  not  ripe  for  a 
meeting,  the  set  of  the  ideas  for  a  settle¬ 
ment  as  they  have  been  developed  by  U.N. 
representatives  by  that  time. 

I  would  like  to  reemphasize  that  I  believe 
that  the  work  already  done  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  General  and  his  representatives  is  sub¬ 
stantial  and  extremely  positive  and  can 
serve  as  the  basis  for  a  fair  and  lasting  set¬ 
tlement  to  the  Cyprus  issue.  With  a  good 
faith  effort  by  all  parties,  a  high-level  meet¬ 
ing  can  be  held  under  U.N.  auspices  and  an 
overall  framework  agreement  signed  by  the 
end  of  1991.  I  urge  all  parties  to  continue 
their  efforts  toward  this  end.  The  United 
States,  for  its  part,  will  continue  to  stay  in¬ 
volved  and  active,  serving,  whenever  possi¬ 
ble,  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  process. 
Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Claiborne  Pell,  Chairman  of  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 
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Nomination  of  Scott  M.  Spangler  To  Be  an  Associate  Administrator 
of  the  Agency  for  International  Development 
November  22,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Scott  M.  Spangler,  of  Ari¬ 
zona,  to  be  Associate  Administrator  of  the 
Agency  for  International  Development  for 
Operations.  He  would  succeed  C.  Anson 
Franklin. 

Since  1990  Mr.  Spangler  has  served  as 
Assistant  Administrator  of  the  Bureau  for 
Africa  at  the  Agency  for  International  De¬ 
velopment  in  Washington,  DC.  Prior  to  this, 
he  served  as  president  of  First  Phoenix 
Capitol,  Inc.,  in  Scottsdale,  AZ,  1984-1990; 


chief  executive  officer  and  director  of  AZL 
Resources,  Inc.,  1973-1984;  president  of 
Spangler  and  Co.  in  Houston,  TX,  1970- 
1973;  and  vice  president  of  finance  for  the 
industrial  group  at  White  Motor  Co.  in 
Houston,  TX,  1968-1970. 

Mr.  Spangler  graduated  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Cincinnati  (B.S.,  1961)  and  Harvard 
Business  School  (M.B.A.,  1963).  He  was  born 
August  4,  1938,  in  Toledo,  OH.  Mr. 

Spangler  is  married,  has  three  children,  and 
resides  in  Washington,  DC. 


Nomination  of  Jerry  Ralph  Curry  To  Be  Administrator  of  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration 
November  22,  1991 


The  President  today  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  nominate  Jerry  Ralph  Curry,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  to  be  Administrator  of  the  Federal 
Aviation  Administration.  He  would  succeed 
James  Buchanan  Busey  IV. 

Currently  General  Curry  serves  as  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  National  Highway  Traffic 
Safety  Administration  at  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transportation  in  Washington,  DC. 
Prior  to  this,  he  served  as  vice  president  of 
Systems  Management  America  Corp.,  1987, 
and  as  president  and  publisher  of  the  Na¬ 


tional  Perspectives  Institute,  1985-1986. 
From  1951  to  1984,  General  Curry  served 
in  the  U.S.  Army. 

General  Curry  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Nebraska  (B.G.E.,  1960)  and 
Boston  University  (M.A.,  1970).  He  received 
a  doctoral  degree  from  Luther  Rice  Semi¬ 
nary  in  1979.  He  was  born  September  7, 
1932,  in  McKeesport,  PA.  General  Curry  is 
married,  has  four  children,  and  resides  in 
Arlington,  VA. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  Thanksgiving  Day  Proclamation 

November  25,  1991 


Good  morning.  I  want  to  thank  Gary 
Ruka  and  Stuart  Proctor  for  being  here  and 
salute  our  other  guests  from  the  National 
Turkey  Federation. 

I  remember  last  year’s  turkey  celebration 
before  I  went  off  to  the  Persian  Gulf  to 
share  Thanksgiving  dinner  with  our  troops 
out  there  in  the  desert.  And  for  many  fami¬ 


lies,  the  memory  of  last  Thanksgiving  must 
seem  very,  very  distant. 

Thursday  will  be  a  great  day,  another 
great  Thanksgiving  Day,  a  sort  of  home¬ 
coming  for  many  families  this  time,  full  of 
pride  for  our  brave  service  men  and 
women,  happiness  at  having  them  at  the 
table  at  home,  some  for  the  first  time  in  2 
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years.  To  each  and  every  one  of  them,  I  say 
again  what  I  said  to  them  in  the  desert  that 
day:  Thank  you.  Thank  you  for  standing  for 
freedom,  for  our  security,  and  for  peace  in 
the  world. 

To  the  families  of  those  who  gave  their 
lives  in  the  line  of  duty,  we  say  thank  you, 
too,  for  we  will  always  be  grateful  to  them 
and  to  you. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  uniquely  American  holi¬ 
day.  And  as  we  thank  the  Lord  for  his  bless¬ 
ings  of  freedom,  security,  and  peace,  we 
also  remember  those  Americans  who  are 
out  of  work,  in  poor  health,  or  just  plain 
lonely.  We  seek  solutions  to  the  problems 
facing  our  Nation,  most  of  all,  the  repair  of 
hope  and  an  end  to  homelessness  and 
hunger. 

Parenthetically,  let  me  point  out  that 
since  the  successful  conclusion  of  Desert 
Storm,  more  than  $161  million  worth  of 
surplus  food  from  the  war  has  been  distrib¬ 


uted  to  the  homeless  and  other  needy 
Americans.  I  want  to  thank  Dick  Austin  of 
the  GSA  who  is  the  brains  behind  Oper¬ 
ation  Desert  Share. 

And  finally,  let  me  say  that  Fve  granted 
the  annual  Presidential  pardon  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  turkey.  So  you  can  rest  assured  he 
will  not  be  on  anybody’s  dinner  table  on 
Thursday.  Instead,  he’ll  live  out  his  days 
gobbling  away  at  the  children’s  petting 
farm. 

And  so  with  that  said,  I  am  very  pleased 
to  sign  the  Thanksgiving  proclamation  for 
1991.  And  I’ll  be  glad  to  do  that  right  now. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:30  a.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
remarks ,  the  President  referred  to  Gary 
Ruka  and  Stuart  Proctor,  president  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  vice  president  of  the  National 
Turkey  Federation.  The  proclamation  is 
listed  in  Appendix  E  at  the  end  of  this 
volume. 


Remarks  to  the  Ohio  Education  Community  in  Columbus 
November  25,  1991 


Thank  you,  Governor,  for  that  warm  Ohio 
welcome.  And  I’m  just  delighted  to  be  here 
with  George  Voinovich,  a  friend  of  mine  for 
many,  many  years.  Because,  you  see,  he  is 
leading  Ohio  on  a  drive  for  better  schools, 
clearly  for  a  better  future. 

We’ve  just  heard  from  Lamar  Alexander, 
who  is  working  on  an  historic  mission,  na¬ 
tionally,  to  change  American  education,  to 
help  our  country  become  all  that  it  should 
be.  And  I’m  delighted  to  be  working  with 
Secretary  Alexander  every  single  day  there 
in  Washington. 

I  want  to  salute  Superintendent  Middle- 
ton  and  thank  him  for  his  cordial  reception. 
The  band,  you  guys  did  pretty  well  on  that 
music  in  there.  It’s  not  easy.  And  thank  you 
very,  very  much  for  being  with  us  here 
today.  Well  done. 

I  m  pleased  that  Lieutenant  Governor 
Mike  DeWine  is  with  us;  and  of  course,  a 
pleasure  to  be  with  my  old  friend  Ted 
Sanders.  As  Lamar  or  George  both  acknowl¬ 


edged,  he  worked  for  our  administration  as 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Education  Depart¬ 
ment  until  Ohio  had  the  good  fortune  to 
hire  him  as  State  superintendent.  And  he 
helped  back  in  Washington  develop  the 
America  2000  strategy  to  involve  parents, 
educators,  and  communities  in  reinventing, 
literally  reinventing  American  education. 

And  I  also  want  to  greet  the  members  of 
the  Committee  of  100  who  I  had  a  chance 
to  say  hello  to  a  little  earlier  and  also  the 
Governor’s  Education  Management  Coun¬ 
cil.  They  represent,  you  see,  the  community 
spirit  for  excellence  that  is  the  heart  of 
America  2000. 

And  also,  it’s  great  to  be  with  so  many 
young  Americans,  high  school  students  from 
Fort  Hayes  where  I’ve  just  visited,  a  couple 
of  prejudiced  ones  right  here  cheering  for 
themselves.  That’s  the  way  it  ought  to  be. 
Others  from  the  kindergarten  through  12th 
grade,  from  every  kind  of  institution,  public 
schools,  Christian  schools,  parochial,  private 
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schools.  And  I  want  to  greet  the  many  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  and  parents  throughout 
Ohio  who  are  viewing  us  on  television. 

You  young  people  are  part  of  something 
special.  It  doesn’t  happen  with  every  gen¬ 
eration.  I’ve  lived  a  long  time,  and  I’m  a 
grandfather  with  a  lot  of  grandchildren  in 
school.  In  all  my  life,  there  has  never  before 
been  a  movement  like  America  2000  to 
change  our  schools.  We’re  working  for 
change  in  education  because  the  world  is 
changing.  Our  schools — you  think  back  to 
your  history — our  schools  were  designed  for 
another  era.  Now  they  must  catch  up  with 
the  times.  And  we  want  you  to  have  good 
jobs  and  a  good  life  when  you  become 
adults.  To  do  this,  our  schools  need  to  keep 
up  with  all  of  the  exciting  improvements 
around  the  world. 

Making  your  schools  better  will  be  a 
family  affair.  When  I  was  your  age,  my 
mom  and  dad  would  look  in  and  make  sure 
I  did  the  best  with  my  homework.  And 
they’d  visit  my  school  and  my  teachers  and 
the  principal  to  show  how  much  they  cared. 
With  America  2000,  we  want  to  get  the 
parents  more  involved  in  all  of  our  schools. 

And  that’s  one  reason,  if  I  might  say  with 
some  pride,  that  Barbara,  my  wife,  spends 
so  much  of  her  time  encouraging  parents  to 
read  to  their  kids.  Read  to  a  child  at  home, 
and  watch  that  child  get  the  most  out  of 
school.  We  want  our  young  people  to  grow 
up  with  all  the  love  and  encouragement  for 
excellence  that  your  parents  received  from 
their  parents. 

One  young  man  here  is  Matthew  She¬ 
pard,  a  lOth-grader  at  Tiffin  Columbian 
High  School.  He  finished  first  in  the  Ohio 
Citizen  Bee.  The  entry  form  for  the  compe¬ 
tition  asked,  “If  you  could  accomplish  one 
thing  in  your  life,  what  would  it  be?”  Mat¬ 
thew’s  answer  was,  “Become  President  of 
the  United  States.”  I’d  like  to  see  Matthew 
after  class.  [Laughter]  Don’t  want  him 
peaking  too  early  out  there.  [Laughter] 

But  today  is  a  landmark  on  our  drive  for 
better  education.  Only  7  months  ago,  we 
launched  America  2000.  And  now  with 
Ohio’s  commitment,  25  States  have  enlisted 
in  the  revolution  to  reinvent  American  edu¬ 
cation  by  the  dawn  of  the  new  century. 

The  Governors  of  all  50  States,  Demo¬ 
crats  and  Republicans,  adopted  6  goals  for 


the  year  2000.  George  clicked  them  off;  the 
Governor  clicked  them  off.  These  goals  are 
to  have  all  children  start  school  ready  to 
learn;  make  the  United  States  students  first 
in  the  world  in  science  and  math  and  prove 
it  in  world-class  competence  as  well  in  Eng¬ 
lish  and  history  and  geography;  achieve  at 
least  a  90-percent  high  school  graduation 
rate;  make  all  adults  literate;  and  make  our 
schools  safe,  disciplined,  and  drug-free. 

We  not  only  need  safe  schools,  but  our 
citizens  deserve  safe  streets  and  safe  com¬ 
munities.  Two  and  a  half  years  ago  I  sent  to 
the  Congress  comprehensive  crime  legisla¬ 
tion  to  strengthen  and  toughen  our  criminal 
justice  system.  The  conference  committee — 
it’s  the  way  it  works  back  in  Washington — 
last  night  reported  a  bill  that  is  simply  not 
acceptable.  So  let  me  be  clear:  I  would  have 
to  veto  this  bill  because  it  would  weaken 
our  criminal  justice  system.  We  need  a 
stronger  criminal  justice  system  today.  And 
I  think  all  the  communities  and  families 
across  our  country  understand  that. 

The  America  2000  movement  is  spread¬ 
ing  like  wildfire.  Just  since  August,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  communities  have  accepted  our 
challenge  to  adopt  the  national  goals  and  a 
strategy  to  reach  them,  to  measure  their 
progress,  and  to  plan  on  creating  at  least 
one  new  American  school. 

Anyone  can  take  the  initiative.  In  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  the  head  of  the  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce  got  the  ball  rolling.  He  enlisted  his 
Governor  and  a  mayor  and  newspaper  pub¬ 
lisher,  and  now  both  his  city  and  his  State 
are  America  2000  communities.  In  Detroit, 
the  dynamic  school  board  chairman  and 
school  superintendent  took  the  lead.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  Lamar  and  I  kicked  off  the  Maine 
2000  effort,  the  State  of  Maine.  And  since 
then,  50  communities  have  signed  on. 

I  cannot  emphasize  enough:  It  is  commu¬ 
nities,  not  legislatures,  not  bureaucratic 
agencies,  not  interest  groups  but  communi¬ 
ties  that  drive  the  engine  for  America  2000. 
And  sure,  these  other  institutions  can  help 
But  most  of  America’s  education  revolutk 
will  be  conducted,  as  we’ve  heard  h( 
today,  community  by  community.  A 
we’re  seeing  just  the  beginning  of  a  pow 
ful  movement  that  will  change  this  country 
enduringly  for  the  better. 
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Here  in  Ohio,  I  feel  I’m  preaching  not 
just  to  the  converted  but  to  some  of  the 
people  who  started  it  all  Ohio’s  history  is 
intertwined  with  our  earliest  decisions 
about  what  kind  of  Nation  we  would  be. 
The  first  laws  that  charted  Ohio’s  future, 
including  the  famous  Northwest  Ordinance, 
made  education  an  American  priority,  a 
unifying  national  cause. 

The  Ohio  Territory  was  an  American 
community  working  to  revolutionize  educa¬ 
tion  by  the  end  of  the  18th  century.  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  founders  understood  that  public  benefit 
did  not  always  have  to  depend  on  govern¬ 
ment  activity  or  government  spending  or 
government  control.  This  was  and  is  the 
proper  basis  for  defining  public  education. 
Whether  a  school  is  organized  by  privately 
financed  educators  or  town  councils  or  reli¬ 
gious  orders  or  denominations,  any  school 
that  serves  the  public  and  is  held  accounta¬ 
ble  by  the  public  authority  provides  public 
education. 

A  key  tenet  of  America  2000  is  real 
reform  for  parents  to  choose  their  children’s 
schools.  We  won’t  have  full  confidence,  full 
choice  in  education  until  the  dollar  follows 
the  scholar.  And  that’s  how  it  works  in  Fed¬ 
eral  aid  programs  for  college  students.  You 
know  that.  We  don’t  exclude  students  who 
choose  private  schools,  including  religious 
schools. 

By  unleashing  market  forces,  we  can  en¬ 
courage  creative  competition  among  public, 
private,  and  parochial  schools.  This  will  im¬ 
prove  education  for  everyone.  I  congratu¬ 
late  Ohio  on  the  1989  reform  legislation 
that  takes  the  first  steps  toward  parental 
choice.  This  provides  choice  only  among 
public  schools,  that  is,  government-operated 
schools.  This  will  help,  though  we  know 
we’ve  got  to  go  farther. 

With  new  leaders  like  Governor  Voino- 
vich  and  Ted  Sanders,  I  expect  Ohio  to  go 
the  full  distance  in  giving  choice  to  parents. 
Choice  is  crucial  to  our  other  goals  of  hold¬ 
ing  down  costs  and  cutting  back  bureaucra¬ 
cy  and  spurring  quality. 

I’ve  just  had  a  wonderful  experience  tour¬ 
ing  the  Fort  Hayes  Education  Center 
where  they’re  breaking  the  mold.  They’re 
showing  us  the  future.  The  old  bureaucratic 
ways  of  public  education  are  giving  way  to 
flexible  programs  designed  to  produce  re¬ 


sults  for  tomorrow’s  world. 

At  F ort  Hayes,  companies  such  as  Battelle 
and  Ross  Labs  are  sponsoring  science  and 
vocational  programs  that  result  in  good  jobs 
immediately  upon  graduation.  Fort  Hayes 
also  provides  a  superb  4-year  high  school 
for  the  fine  arts. 

Partnerships  like  these  between  schools 
and  businesses  make  everyone  a  winner. 
Businesses  can  teach  our  schools  to  trim  bu¬ 
reaucracy  and  replace  antagonism  with 
teamwork.  They  can  help  us  meet  world- 
class  standards.  We’re  moving  ahead  with 
those  standards. 

The  Nation’s  math  teachers  have  already 
led  the  way,  and  now  the  National  Acade¬ 
my  of  Sciences  and  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Humanities  are  at  work  on 
standards  for  science  and  history.  States  and 
local  communities  can  and  will  put  much  of 
America  2000  into  place  without  new  Fed¬ 
eral  laws.  And  thank  heaven  for  that  be¬ 
cause  some  of  the  powers  that  be  in  Con¬ 
gress  are  fighting  tooth  and  nail  against  our 
most  important  reforms. 

I  sent  Congress  a  package  of  fresh  propos¬ 
als  for  the  future.  Our  bill  offers  choice  for 
parents  and  a  program  for  new  American 
schools  that  will  show  each  State  and  com¬ 
munity  new  ways  to  excellence.  We  need  to 
throw  off  past  failures  and  fight  for  a  future 
that  works. 

This  isn’t — let  me  emphasize  this— this  is 
not  a  liberal-versus-conservative  fight.  It’s  a 
revolution  against  business  as  usual.  The 
American  people  want  education  that 
works.  The  Gallup  survey  shows  over¬ 
whelming  public  support  for  the  America 
2000  goals  and  strategies.  Parents  support 
us.  So  do  most  teachers.  The  beltway  types 
may  be  afraid  of  reform,  but  I  believe  they 
are  out  of  touch  with  rank-and-file  teachers 
who  welcome  reform. 

After  all,  teachers  don’t  want  to  be  cogs 
in  a  bureaucratic  machine.  Teaching  is  an 
art,  a  noble  profession.  And  thank  God  for 
the  teachers  of  this  country.  I  can  assure 
you  that  teachers  don’t  want  to  waste  their 
time  making  their  way  through  a  maze  of 
regulations,  making  their  way  through  a 
maze  of  work  rules.  They  don’t  like  certifi¬ 
cation  rules  that  keep  good  teachers  out. 
They  want  to  teach,  and  they  want  good 
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teachers  all  around  them. 

With  business  and  church  and  community 
leaders,  with  parents  and  teachers,  well 
forge  a  coalition  that  simply  cannot  be 
stopped.  Hundreds  of  American  communi¬ 
ties  in  every  State  are  deciding  where  they 
want  their  children  to  be  in  the  year  2000. 
And  they’re  getting  to  work  right  now  to 
make  that  happen.  Just  thinking  about  the 
potential  of  our  movement  has  the  old 
thinkers  rattled.  You’ve  heard  of  Polly  Wil¬ 
liams  in  Milwaukee.  She’s  a  State  represent¬ 
ative  whose  constituents  are  mostly  black 
and  poor.  And  she’s  a  Democrat,  a  liberal 
Democrat.  Polly  Williams  watched  the  gov¬ 
ernment  pour  more  and  more  tax  dollars 
into  inner-city  public  schools  that  were  pro¬ 
ducing  less  and  less.  And  she  said,  “Enough 
is  enough.” 

She  joined  forces  with  Governor  Tommy 
Thompson  so  that  her  constituents,  poor 
working  people,  people  on  public  assistance 
could  gain  power  to  choose  where  and  how 
their  children  would  be  educated.  Rich 
people  already  enjoy  choice.  They  can 
afford  both  high  taxes  and  private  school 
tuition.  Or  they  can  move  to  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  with  better  schools.  It’s  working 
people,  it’s  poor  and  middle-income  people 
who  have  the  most  to  gain  from  reform. 

Somebody  was  telling  me  with  well-de¬ 
served  pride  that  Fort  Hayes  Center  is  one 


of  a  kind.  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  won’t 
rest,  we  must  not  rest,  until  we  have  a  thou¬ 
sand  Fort  Hayeses  all  across  the  country. 
Community  by  community,  we  must  create 
new  American  schools  and  a  whole  new 
public  attitude  about  education. 

We  need  to  empower  teachers  not  to 
punch  timeclocks,  not  to  fend  off  thugs  and 
drug  leaders,  but  to  teach.  And  we  need  to 
give  parents  real  choice,  and  we  need  to 
give  you  young  people  out  there  all  the 
knowledge,  skills,  and  discipline  that  you’ll 
need  for  your  exciting  and  demanding 
future. 

And  now  I  would  like  to  ask  four  of 
Ohio’s  young  people  to  join  me  on  stage: 
Matthew  Shepard,  whom  I  mentioned  earli¬ 
er,  a  sophomore  at  Tiffin  Columbian  High 
School;  Sandra  Oh,  a  junior  from  Fairfield 
High  School  in  Fairfield;  Louie  Hendon,  a 
senior  at  John  Adams  High  School  in  Cleve¬ 
land;  and  Melissa  Bostrom,  a  senior  from 
Princeton  High  School  in  Sharonville.  Wel¬ 
come. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:58  a.m.  in 
Veterans  Memorial  Auditorium.  In  his  re¬ 
marks,  he  referred  to  John  A.  Middleton , 
superintendent  of  the  Columbus  City 
School  District  The  Presidents  remarks 
were  broadcast  live  on  local  television  sta¬ 
tions. 


Interview  With  Bob  Orr  of  WBNS-TV  in  Columbus,  Ohio 
November  25,  1991 


The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  thanks  for  seeing  us 
today.  I  want  to  ask  you  about  the  econo¬ 
my,  sir.  Americans  say,  almost  across  the 
board,  it’s  the  one  issue  they  care  most 
about  going  into  1992.  Yet,  their  perception 
is  that  you  haven’t  paid  much  attention  to 
it.  Is  that  a  fair  criticism? 

The  President.  No,  it’s  not  a  fair  criticism. 
But  I  recognize  that’s  the  perception  of 
some.  I  think  we’re  getting  caught  up  a 
little  in  the  political  polemics  for  1992.  I 
think  the  political  opposition  is  the  game 
plan,  that’s  to  convince  the  American 


people  that  I  haven’t  and  I’m  not  con¬ 
cerned  about  that.  I  am.  We  put  forward  a 
really  good  growth  package,  again,  in  my 
State  of  the  Union  Message.  We’ve  been 
plugging  for  certain  parts  of  it.  But  it’s  diffi¬ 
cult  when  you  don’t  control  the  Congress, 
when  you’ve  got  ideas  different  than  those 
who  control  the  Congress. 

So,  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  fair  perception.  But 
much  more  important  than  that  perception 
is  for  me  to  identify  to  the  American  people 
with  the  concept:  I  do  care.  I  am  concerned 
about  it.  Some  things  are  pretty  fair;  a  lot  of 
things  are  not  right.  And  then  make  propos- 
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als,  and  try  to  get  them  enacted,  that  will 
help  people.  This  is  a  people  problem. 
Some  people  are  hurting,  and  I  want  to  try 
to  help. 

Q.  Two- thirds  of  the  Americans  ques¬ 
tioned  in  a  new  CBS-New  York  Times  poll 
say  they  don’t  approve  of  the  way  you’re 
handling  the  economy.  What  do  you  think 
that  means?  What  do  they  want  to  hear 
from  you? 

The  President  I  think  it  means  when 
times  are  tough  on  people  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  has  to  take  some  heat.  I  think  it  also 
shows  that,  quite  a  bigger  percentage,  they 
don’t  approve  of  what  Congress  is  doing. 
My  view  of  it,  though,  it  isn’t  time  for 
blame.  It’s  a  time  to  try  to  get  things  done. 
And  we  have  been  trying. 

As  I  say,  if  Congress  had  enacted  my 
growth  proposal  some  time  ago,  I  think  we 
could  have  avoided,  if  not  all  the  grief  that 
we’re  in,  a  lot  of  it.  So  I’ve  got  to  now  take 
the  ideas  I’ve  got,  add  to  them,  take  a  look, 
a  hard  look,  at  this  economy  as  soon  as  Con¬ 
gress — -just  before  Congress  comes  back. 
And  well  have  a  big  event,  the  State  of  the 
Union  Message,  and  then  propose:  Here’s 
what  we  must  do  now.  Let’s  put  politics 
aside,  and  let’s  get  it  done. 

I  think  it’s  going  to  require  that,  because 
we’ve  tried  going  up  there  with  sound  ideas 
and  getting  overwhelmed  by  the  numbers 
of  the  opposition  in  the  Congress. 

Q .  Could  you  give  me  an  example,  sir,  of 
some  of  the  ideas  that  you’ve  put  forth  and 
they’ve  turned  down? 

The  President  Yes.  IRA’s,  for  example, 
that  would  help  on  first-time  homebuyers; 
capital  gains  that  I  really  believe  would 
help  get  people  to  work  and  create  new 
businesses.  We’ve  got  a  good  transportation 
bill.  Parts  of  that  may  pass  today.  But  that’s 
job-intensive.  That’s  something  that  would 
really  help. 

I’ll  tell  you  another  one  that  I  feel  strong¬ 
ly  about  that’s  just  been  stonewalled,  and 
that  is  banking  reform.  You  see,  I  think  we 
need  to  make  our  banking  institutions  not 
only  more  sound  but  more  competitive  so 
we  can  get  out  and  loan  more  money.  So 
there’s  four  of  the  ideas  that  I  think  would 
be  very  helpful  had  the  Congress  enacted 
them. 

Q .  You  mentioned  the  capital  gains  tax 


cut  that  you’ve  been  proposing  for  some 
time.  Some  people  see  that  as  a  rich  man’s 
tax  cut,  and  they’re  saying,  “Why  doesn’t 
the  President  do  something  for  the  middle 
class?” 

The  President  You  see,  I  think  it  would 
do  something  for  the  middle  class.  I  think  it 
would  do  in  1992,  1991,  that  which  it  did  in 
78  and  79:  stimulate  the  creation  of  new 
businesses  and  new  jobs.  It’s  not  these  big 
companies  that  are  the  major  employers; 
it’s  smaller  business.  And  so  I  think  it  would 
help. 

Incidentally,  I  notice  that  several  of  the 
Democratic  challengers  are  now  talking 
about  capital  gains.  I  wish  they’d  use  their 
influence  with  those  who  control  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  get  them  in.  But  maybe  they  will 
during  the  campaign  season. 

But  see,  I  don’t  accept  that  it’s  a  tax  cut 
for  the  rich,  divide  class,  divide  American 
society  into  classes.  I  think  it’s  good,  sound 
tax  policy  for  entrepreneurs,  for  those  who 
want  to  take  risks,  good  for  homebuyers.  I’ll 
tell  you  what  it  would  do,  raise  the  value  of 
homes,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  So  we’ll  keep 
plugging  away  on  it.  But  maybe  I  have  to 
do  better  in  getting  people  to  understand 
that  the  political  charge  that  it’s  a  tax  cut 
for  the  rich  is  just  wrong. 

Q.  You  mentioned  that  in  the  State  of  the 
Union  we’ll  hear  some  specifics  about  what 
you’re  going  to  do  to  get  the  economy 
going  again.  The  guy  who’s  unemployed 
and  whose  benefits  might  be  running  out 
says,  “That’s  going  to  be  in  January.  What 
can  he  do  for  me  now?”  What  would  you 
tell  that  person? 

The  President.  I  would  tell  him  we  may 
still  be  able  to  get  things  done  now.  Con¬ 
gress  is  still  there.  I’d  like  to  say  that  in  the 
last  few  days  we  might  get  a  transportation 
bill  that  would  help.  It  would  be  job-inten¬ 
sive.  I  think  on  a  broader  scale  a  lot  of  the 
things  we’re  talking  about  longer  run,  edu¬ 
cation  and  these  things,  will  help.  I  think 
that  the  unemployment  compensation  ben¬ 
efits  is  of  immediate  help.  And  we  did  that 
one,  incidentally,  by  not  busting  the  budget 
and  putting  further  tax  burden  on  all  the 
Americans  that  are  working.  We  beat  back 
a  bad  idea  to  get  a  good  one.  So,  I  think 
that’s  the  most  immediate  to  people  that 
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are  out  of  work,  would  be  these  unemploy¬ 
ment  compensation  benefits.  I  think  that 
will  help. 

President's  Approval  Rating 

Q.  You  brought  up  the  campaign.  We 
haven’t  heard  an  official  announcement 
from  the  Bush-Quayle  team  yet,  but  we 
know  that’s  forthcoming.  Your  approval 
rating  after  the  Persian  Gulf  war  was  an 
astronomical  88  to  90  percent.  Yet,  the  new 
survey  says  it’s  down  to  51  percent,  and  it’s 
dropped  something  like  37  points  in  8 
months.  Do  you  think  you  are  politically 
vulnerable? 

The  President  No. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  American  public 
feels  that  you  might  be?  Because  fewer 
than  50  percent  of  the  people  in  this  survey 
asked — this  is  the  New  York  Times-CBS 
poll — fewer  than  50  percent  believe  that 
you  will  be  reelected. 

The  President  I  don’t  believe  these  polls. 

I  didn’t  believe  them  when  they  were  86 
percent,  either.  That  was  euphorically  high, 
and  that  was  because  people  saw  this 
Desert  Storm  reawakening  the  pride  of 
America.  I  think  you’ve  got  to  look  at  the 
conditions  at  the  time.  I  think  people,  when 
they  are  worried  about  the  economy,  and 
then  they  got  a  lot  of  political  record  to  add 
to  those  worries,  of  course,  I  think  there’s 
some  concerns.  I’ve  learned,  though,  not  to 
comment  on  individual  polls.  I  didn’t  get 
into  the  euphoria  of  86  percent.  And  I 
would  simply  cite  that  that  is  not  too  bad, 
given  the  economic  problems  we’re  facing. 

Q.  You  would  agree  that  the  numbers 
would  indicate  that  there  are  a  number  of 
people  that  are  concerned  about  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  your  domestic  policy. 

The  President  Well,  I’m  concerned  about 
the  economy.  You  don’t  have  to  go  any  fur¬ 
ther  than  me.  And  I  wish  that  many  of  the 
ideas  we’ve  put  forward  had  been  enacted. 
But  I’m  going  to  keep  fighting  for  them. 

War  on  Drugs 

Q.  I  want  to  talk  about  crime  for  a 
minute.  It’s  a  big  problem  in  our  town.  Co¬ 
lumbus  is  on  a  record  murder  pace  like 
many  other  cities.  And  the  police  tell  us  a 
lot  of  it  can  be  traced  right  back  to  the 
prevalence  of  drugs  in  the  community. 


Some  people  are  hopeless  about  this,  saying 
we  cannot  win  this  war  on  drugs  and, 
therefore,  the  war  on  crime.  What  is  your 
personal  view  of  that? 

The  President  Mine  is  that  we  can’t  be 
hopeless  about  it.  We’ve  got  a  good  national 
drug  strategy  that’s  beginning  to  work.  I 
don’t  know  if  you’ve  seen  the  numbers  on 
use  of  narcotics.  It’s  going  down.  The  inter¬ 
diction  problem  is  better.  But  there’s  two 
things  that  we’ve  got  to  do.  One  of  them  is 
continue  on  education.  I’m  talking  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  rehabilitation.  But  education  is  very 
important.  Then  we’ve  got  to  pass  legisla¬ 
tion  that  will  be  stronger  in  support  of  our 
police  officers,  tougher  on  the  criminal, 
more  sympathetic  to  the  victim  of  crime. 

And  there’s  another  area  where  we  have 
been  fighting  diligently  in  the  Congress, 
trying  to  get  that  done.  And  the  American 
people  there  want  it  overwhelmingly.  But  it 
doesn’t  seem  to  be  happening.  So  I’ve  got 
to  keep  pounding  on  the  Congress,  taking 
my  case  to  the  American  people  and  saying, 
“Don’t  despair.  We’re  making  some 
progress  here.’’  But  we’ve  got  to  win  this 
war.  And  I’m  not  going  to  give  up  until  we 
do  win  the  war. 

John  Sununu 

Q.  And  I  want  to  ask  you  about  your 
inner  circle  of  advisers.  There’s  been  quite 
a  bit  of  speculation  over  the  weekend  about 
the  status  of  your  Chief  of  Staff  John 
Sununu.  How  does  he  stand  with  George 
Bush  today? 

The  President  He  stands  fine.  You  know 
something,  I’ve  been  in  Columbus  for  a  few 
hours,  had  a  chance  to  visit  with  some 
people,  the  Committee  of  100  and  students 
and  some  teachers.  This  is  the  first  question 
I’ve  got  on  that.  And  I  think  people  are 
more  interested  about  the  first  of  this — 
what  can  you  do  to  help  people  that  are 
hurting,  what’s  your  program  on  crime  or 
transportation — rather  than  the  inside,  what 
I  call  the  inside-the-beltway  belief  in 
going — chase,  running  down  all  these 
rumors.  But  I  think  we’ve  got  a  good  team. 
What  I  want  to  do  is  see  us  make  more 
headway  with  the  Congress  in  getting  our 
sound  legislative  proposals  through. 

Q.  Let  me  just  follow  up  quickly  on  the 
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John  Sununu  question.  Are  you  saying  then 
when  “He  stands  fine,”  that  he  is  a  firm 
member  of  the  Bush-Quayle  in  ’92? 

The  President  Sure.  And  Fm  saying,  look, 
how  I  organize  the  White  House  in  terms  of 
people,  well  sort  that  out.  And  I’ve  got  a 
lot  of  confidence  in  him.  But  we’ve  been 
blessed  actually,  when  you  look  over  your 
shoulder  at  previous  administrations,  about 
not  having  too  much  what  I  call  internecine 
warfare.  And  I’ve  also  learned  when  there’s 
kind  of  a  firestorm  out  there  of  the  nature 
there  may  be  swirling  around,  it’s  better 
just  to  calm  things  down,  get  on  about  the 
Nation’s  business — how  do  you  help  them. 

Columbus  Anniversary  Celebration 

Q.  And  in  the  15  seconds  I  have  left, 
we’re  going  to  host  an  international  floral 
festival  in  1992  called  AmeriFlora.  We  have 
the  Santa  Maria  downtown.  Can  we  expect 
to  see  the  President  here  as  one  of  our 
guests? 


The  President  Is  this  a  firm  invitation?  I 
mean,  I  don’t  know  what - 

Q.  I  guess  I  can  put  it  out  there  as  an 
invitation. 

The  President  Listen,  I  love  this  town.  A 
lot  of  people  don’t — they  think  of  me  as  an 
Easterner  or  a  Texan.  My  father  was  born 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  grew  up  here.  So 
we  have  some  distant  roots.  And  we’ll  just 
have  to  wait  and  see.  But  I  wish  the  city 
well.  I  wish  the  State  well.  It’s  going  to  be 
marvelous,  the  celebration,  500-year  cele¬ 
bration.  Whether  I  come  or  not,  it  will  be  a 
great  success  because  I  know  the  spirit  of 
Columbus. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you. 

The  President  Thank  you  very  much  for 
coming. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  12:35  p.m.  in 
the  chorus  room  of  Veterans  Memorial  Au¬ 
ditorium.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  this  interview. 


Interview  With  Doug  Adair  of  WCMH-TV  in  Columbus,  Ohio 
November  25,  1991 


Columbus  Anniversary  Celebration 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  wondered  if  you  had  a 
chance  to  see  our  replica  of  Columbus’  ship, 
the  Santa  Maria. 

The  President  Not  yet,  I  haven’t,  but  I 
expect  that  that  commemoration  next  year 
is  going  to  be  fantastic,  knowing  the  spirit 
of  this  place. 

Q.  Have  you  been  invited  to  come,  and 
do  you  plan  to  come? 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  not  sure  I’ve  had 
a  formal  invitation.  I’ll  have  to  check  with 
the  schedulers.  But  obviously,  I’d  like  to 
come.  I  am  going  to  be  participating  in 
many  events  because  this  is  American.  This 
is  Columbus,  Ohio,  but  it’s  American.  It’s 
broad,  and  it’s  big.  And  it  will  be  wonder¬ 
fully  exciting,  the  various  events.  So  I  hope 
I  get  a  chance  to  come  here. 

AIDS 

Q.  We’re  right  now  planning  a  special 
program  on  AIDS  aimed  at  teenagers.  I 


know  you  were  in  Europe  when  Magic 
Johnson  made  his  announcement.  I  won¬ 
dered  if  there  was  anything  more  you 
wanted  to  say  about  him  or  that  you  would 
say  to  teenagers. 

The  President  Well,  simply  that  Magic  is 
coming  onto  the  National  AIDS  Commis¬ 
sion.  And  I  believe,  from  what  I’ve  heard 
him  say,  that  because  of  his  fame  hell  be  a 
marvelous  advocate  for  education,  helping 
teenagers  understand  how  to  avoid  getting 
AIDS.  You  can’t  do  it  in  every  instance,  but 
AIDS  is  one  disease  where  behavior  has  a 
lot  to  do,  a  lot  to  do  with  whether  you  get  it 
or  not,  shooting  dope  or  promiscuous  sex. 
Those  are  areas  where  we  need  more  edu¬ 
cation  to  the  teenagers.  And  I  think  that 
that  Commission  and  I  think  that  that  indi¬ 
vidual  can  be  extraordinarily  helpful, 
saying,  “Here’s  what  I’ve  learned.  Here’s 
what  I  believe.” 

In  the  meantime,  we’re  going  forward 
with  a  vigorous  and  large  funding  in  re- 
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search.  And  we’ve  got  some  great  research 
that’s  hopeful  research  going  on  at  NIH, 
National  Institutes  of  Health,  in  Washing¬ 
ton. 

Saddam  Hussein 

Q.  Headlines  all  across  the  country  today 
are  talking  about  “President  Bush  Reviews 
Plans  for  Saddam’s  Ouster”  and  “Move 
Would  Counter  Democratic  Critics”,  like 
Mario  Cuomo,  who  says  you  waged  the  war 
well  enough  but  lost  the  objective  in  that 
you  did  not  get  Saddam  Hussein.  Is  there 
an  effort  now,  an  increased  effort,  to  over¬ 
throw  him? 

The  President  If  I  could,  without  being 
argumentative:  That  wasn’t  an  objective. 
You  remember  the  U.N.  resolutions.  It  was 
to  kick  Saddam  Hussein  out  of  Kuwait  and 
teach  the  aggressor  a  lesson.  And  that  was  a 
lesson  that  he  got  loud  and  clear.  So  we’ve 
got  to  be  careful  about  redefining  objectives 
for  the  American  people.  But  if  your  ques¬ 
tion  is  would  I  like  to  see  him  out  of  there 
and  would  we  like  to  help  in  some  way  or 
another,  the  answer  is  yes.  But  I  did  see 
that  story.  It’s  a  little  speculative.  We  never 
comment  on  anything  that  we’re  doing  of  a 
clandestine  or  covert  nature  and  never 
should  because  people’s  lives,  if  they  were 
doing  this,  and  I’m  not  confirming  or  deny¬ 
ing  anything,  could  be  put  in  danger  by 
this.  But  I’d  like  to  see  him  out. 

I’ll  tell  you  what  there  is — this  is  the  first 
time  I’ve  said  this — there’s  some  interesting 
information  coming  out  of  Iraq  of  increas¬ 
ing  dissent.  People  are  tired  of  this  man. 
They’re  tired  of  seeing  food  and  medicines 
go  in  only  to  have  them  ripped  off  and  be 
sent  to  the  Republican  Guard  or  to  the 
people  in  Tikrit.  And  so  I  think  we’re 
watching  a  situation  with  growing  dissent, 
growing  discouragement  about  this  brutal 
dictator,  regret  at  being  isolated  by  the 
world  community.  And  who  knows  what 
the  dynamics  inside  Iraq  will  eventually  be 
when  that  move  that  I  mentioned  now  just 
becomes  paramount,  when  everybody  feels 
that  way? 

President's  Approval  Rating 

Q.  Is  it  difficult  having  been  such  a  hero 
of  the  Gulf  war  and  to  see  the  popularity 
polls  reflecting  that  and  then  to  see  the 


popularity  rating  come  down  with  the  econ¬ 
omy?  Do  people  expect  too  much  of  a 
President  that  way? 

The  President.  No,  I  think  a  President  has 
to — I  think  people,  when  they  are  frustrat¬ 
ed  on  an  economic  sense,  they’ll  blame 
Congress;  they’ll  blame  the  President; 
they’ll  blame  the  Governor.  They’ll  blame 
anybody.  But  people  are  hurting,  and  so  I 
can  understand  it.  I  would  like  to  say,  with¬ 
out  being  rancorous  about  it,  that  if  Con¬ 
gress  has  passed  some  of  the  economic 
growth  package  that  I  put  forward  in  the 
State  of  the  Union  and  the  programs  that 
I’ve  put  forward  since  then,  I  think  we’d  be 
much  further  along  in  terms  of  a  boisterous 
recovery,  a  robust  recovery. 

But  look,  I  don’t  think  the  American 
people  want  blame.  I’m  going  to  try  to  con¬ 
strain  myself  a  little.  I’ll  go  to  some  political 
events,  and  I’ll  hammer  away  at  the  Demo¬ 
crats  as  they’re  doing  on  me  right  now.  But 
more  important  is,  what  can  we  do  to  help 
people?  And  I  am  going  to  continue  to  fight 
for  the  programs  that  I  think  will  help  the 
American  people.  And  we  can  take  care  of 
the  politics  later  on.  And  you  can’t  live  or 
die  by  polls.  I  didn’t  live  euphorically  at  86 
percent,  nor  am  I  wringing  my  hands  now. 

The  Economy 

Q.  You  try  to  assure  everyone  that  the 
economy  is  doing  well  enough,  and  yet  69 
percent  of  the  people,  according  to  the  As¬ 
sociated  Press,  say  that  the  economy  is  not 
doing  well. 

The  President.  It’s  not,  and  I  don’t  try  to 
assure  them  it’s  doing  well  enough.  Please, 
that  is  not  what  I  try  to  do.  I  try  to  put 
things  in  perspective.  When  people  talk 
about  Herbert  Hoover  depressions,  they 
simply  don’t  know  what  they’re  talking 
about.  When  you  see  interest  rates  where 
they  are  and  you  see  inflation  under  con¬ 
trol,  these  are  good  fundamentals.  But  still 
people  are  hurting. 

So  I  think  you  need  to — I  think  a  Presi¬ 
dent  owes  the  American  people  his  judg¬ 
ment.  And  I  don’t  think  that  we  ought  to 
try  to  talk  ourselves,  as  seems  to  be  happen¬ 
ing  by  some,  into  worse  times.  You  see,  I 
have  this  funny  feeling  that  some  of  the 
political  opponents  think  that  the  only  way 
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they  can  propel  themselves  to  victory  is  to 
make  America  think  that  everything  is 
wrong.  Things  are  wrong;  they  can  be  cor¬ 
rected. 

I’m  in  Ohio  talking  about  a  revolutionary 
new  education  program,  America  2000. 
That  will  help  enormously.  And  it  will  help 
fairly  short  run.  We  moved  forward  on  un¬ 
employment  benefits.  That’s  helping  those 
now  who  are  hurting.  So,  we’ve  got  some 
programs  that  can  be  short  run  and  some 
much  longer  run. 

President's  Safety 

Q.  Interesting  in  “Reader’s  Digest”  this 
month,  a  little  quote  that  says  you  were 
asked  one  time  what  was  your  favorite  Pres¬ 
idential  speech,  the  one  you  admire  the 
most.  And  you  said  it  was  one  that  Teddy 
Roosevelt  had  carried  in  his  pocket  that 
helped  to  deflect  an  assassin’s  bullet.  And  I 
wondered,  is  that  something  that  concerns 
a  President  a  great  deal  all  the  time,  the 
concern  about  yourself  or  about  your  family 
being  in  a  position  like  that? 

The  President  Not  really.  Not  in  terms  of 
security.  We  have  the  best  Secret  Service 
and  dedicated  young  men  and  women  that 
really  go  the  extra  mile  for  protection.  So  I 
don’t  wake  up  worrying  about  that  kind  of 
threat.  On  the  family  side,  I  worry  more 
about  what  you  put  your  kids  through,  what 
you  put  your  family  through  by  just  being 
in  the  arena.  It’s  a  little  ugly  out  there, 
charge  and  countercharge.  And  what  trou¬ 
bles  me  is  it  might  get  a  little  worse  as  the 
political  season  goes  on.  There’s  a  certain 
ugliness,  and  I’d  like  to  try  to  avoid  that. 
But  that’s  on  the  family  side  what  concerns 
me,  not  personal  security.  I  honestly  don’t 
think  about  that. 

Interest  Rates 

Q.  Your  call  for  reducing  credit  card  in¬ 
terest  rates  got  part  of  the  blame  for  the 
plunge  120  points  on  the  stock  market.  Is 
that  fair? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  so  because 
I’ve  also  jawboned  the  Fed,  saying  wouldn’t 
it  be  nice  to  have  lower  interest  rates.  And 
no  Congressman  went  out  and  tried  to  pass 
usury  laws  and  put  them  on  the  Fed.  And 
yes,  I’d  love  to  see  all  interest  rates  as  low 
as  possible.  But  here,  where  I  differ  with 


what  Congress  did,  I  don’t  think  we  can  go 
in  and  legislate  that  kind  of  cap  that  they 
tried  to  do.  Because  I  honestly  would  like  to 
see  these  rates  lower.  And  indeed,  some 
have  come  down  since  I  said  that.  But  cap¬ 
ping  it  and  putting  Federal  legislation  on 
that  was  passed  by  overwhelming  Democrat 
and  Republican  support,  I  don’t  think  is  the 
answer.  So  whether  I  should  be  accorded 
some  of  the  blame,  I  don’t  know.  I  didn’t 
get  the  blame  when  I  urged  that  the  Fed 
lower  the  interest  rates,  and  indeed,  they 
did  lower. 

Ohio  State  University  Football  Coach 

Q.  I  know  you’re  a  sports  fan.  I  wonder 
if  there’s  anything  you  want  to  say  to  Ohio 
State  fans  who  are  feeling  badly  about 
having  lost  to  Michigan  for  the  fourth 
straight  time,  and  the  coach  gets  a  renewal 
on  his  contract.  Anything  that  you - 

The  President  No,  other  than  that  I  saw 
the  game.  It  was  a  tough  game.  Michigan 
was  tough.  We  all  know  that.  I  saw  some  of 
it,  a  lot  of  it.  And  I’m  not  a  guy  that  bashes 
the  coach.  I  knew  Woody  Hayes  pretty 
well.  Indeed,  not  only  knew  him  as  a  politi¬ 
cal  supporter  but  as  a  friend.  And  I  learned 
from  Woody,  stay  in  there  and  drive,  and  so 
I  wish  the  coach  well.  I  don’t  know  enough 
about  it  to  get  involved  in  Ohio  State  poli¬ 
tics  and  all.  But  he’s  a  good  man.  We  have 
ups  and  downs  in  the  world  of  politics  like 
he  does  on  the  gridiron. 

Interest  Rates 

Q.  Finally,  with  interest  rates  coming 
down  as  they  have,  have  you  given  any 
thought  to  refinancing  the  White  House? 
[Laughter] 

The  President  I’d  like  to  refinance — actu¬ 
ally,  we’re  refinancing  the  Federal  deficit, 
the  Federal  debt  as  these  rates  are  lower. 
And  that’s  not  a  bad  thing.  So  I’m  glad  the 
rates  are  down.  And  at  some  point  they’ll 
kick  in.  Housing  rates  are  down.  And  some¬ 
time  when  confidence  gets  restored,  people 
will  say,  this  is  a  good  time  to  buy  a  house. 
In  the  meantime,  we’ve  got  to  help  those 
people  who  don’t  have  the  money  to  buy  a 
house  and  are  trying  to  make  ends  meet. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much. 
It  was  a  privilege  for  me.  Thank  you. 
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The  President  Thanks  for  coming  over. 
Note:  The  interview  began  at  12:45  p.m.  in 


the  chorus  room  of  Veterans  Memorial  Au¬ 
ditorium.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  this  interview. 


Interview  With  Lou  Forrest  of  WSYX-TV  in  Columbus,  Ohio 
November  25,  1991 


Education 

Q.  Essentially,  the  America  2000  pro¬ 
gram,  the  criticisms  that  Fve  heard  of — and 
this  comes  from  a  sixth-grade  teacher  here 
in  the  central  Ohio  area  here,  Jerry  Wilson, 
who  said  that  he  thinks  it  relies  really  too 
much  on  testing,  on  memorizing  things 
rather  than  teaching  or  learning. 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  it  does  rely 
that  heavily  on  it.  I  think  parents  and  edu¬ 
cators  would  like  to  see  some  yardstick.  So, 
were  talking  about  voluntary  testing  to 
show  people  where  they  stand.  Is  your 
school  measuring  up  to  this  school  over 
here?  Is  this  school  better  in  math  and  sci¬ 
ence  than  this  school?  So  to  reach  our  na¬ 
tional  education  goals — one  of  which  is,  in¬ 
cidentally,  math  and  science  proficiency — I 
think  we  need  a  testing  program.  I  don’t 
think  all  the  emphasis  ought  to  be  on  test¬ 
ing,  however. 

Q.  But  are  you  requiring  the  testing?  Is 
that  just  by  rote?  Our  students  really - 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  think  it’s 
been  designed.  I  don’t  think  that  the  tests 
have  even  been  designed  yet.  I  think  they 
can  be  flexible,  but  what  they’ve  got  to  do 
is  show  how  a  school  compares  with  an¬ 
other  one  in  this  city  or  another  State.  And 
the  idea  that,  this  kind  of  naive  view  that 
you  don’t  need  any  testing  I  think  is  ridicu¬ 
lous.  I  think  we  kind  of  went  through  that 
approach  a  while  back,  kind  of  a  goo-goo 
approach  that  we  don’t  need  tests;  we  don’t 
need  anybody  to  know  where  they  stand; 
well  just  throw  something  out  there  at 
them.  And  I  think  you  do  need  certain 
standards. 

One  of  the  things  I’m  excited  about  is 
trying  to  meet  our  national  education  stand¬ 
ards — first  time  we’ve  ever  had — and  it’s 
not  Republican  or  Democrat.  It’s  all  the 
Governors  getting  together.  And  Ohio  now 


is  getting  out  in  the  forefront  of  all  of  this. 

Q.  You  like  the  Ohio  2000  program? 

The  President.  I  think  it’s  off  to  a  good 
start.  Governor  Voinovich  has  put  together 
what  they  call  a  Team  of  100,  and  they 
come  from  all  walks  of  life,  and  they  come 
from  different  parties.  And  I  think  what  he 
wants  to  do  is  get  down  into  the  communi¬ 
ties  to  reinvent  the  school.  I  don’t  know, 
some  teachers  might  wonder  about  what 
this  does  to  the  status  quo,  but  most  of 
them,  I  think,  feel  inhibited  by  a  lot  of  bu¬ 
reaucracy  and  certification  and  regulations. 
And  I  think  most  recognize,  no  matter  how 
hard  they’re  trying,  that  we’re  not  as  com¬ 
petitive  in  education  for  the  future  as  we 
should  be.  So,  we’re  getting  good,  broad 
support,  not  just  from  the  business  commu¬ 
nity  and  the  local  communities  but  from 
the  education  community  as  well.  That’s 
not  to  say  we  don’t  have  any  critics. 

Q.  Right.  Well,  let  me  ask  you,  then, 
about  being  inhibited  by  regulations.  There 
also  is  a  lot  of  criticism  that  the  Federal 
Government  has  too  many  regulations. 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  For  example,  there  is  one  program 
that,  if  you  buy  computers  under  this  pro¬ 
gram,  you  can’t  use  those  to  teach  disadvan¬ 
taged  students  in  the  day  and  use  it  to 
teach  adult  literacy  at  night.  Do  you  have 
any  ideas  on  getting  rid  of  some  of 
these - 

The  President.  Yes,  I  do.  And  I  think  a  lot 
of  the  education  2000  strategy  tries  to  ad¬ 
dress  itself  to  that,  fights  against  mandated 
programs  from  Washington,  DC.  A  big  ar¬ 
gument  that  I  have  with  many  of  the  en¬ 
trenched  committee  chairmen  in  Congress 
is,  we’ve  got  to  do  it  differently.  Don’t  tell 
Columbus,  Ohio  that  they’ve  got  to  do  a 
formula  like  you’ve  just  mentioned,  the 
same  as  a  formula  from  Brooklyn  or  Bee- 
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ville,  Texas.  It  doesn’t  lend  itself  to  this  kind 
of  rote  or  mandate. 

So  when  a  person  expresses  frustration 
like  that,  there’s  two  things:  One,  we’ve  got 
to  avoid  legislative  mandates.  Secondly,  if 
the  Federal  Government,  just  by  rulemak¬ 
ing  and  regulation,  is  burdening  these  com¬ 
munities,  then  I’ve  got  to  do  better  in  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  those  regulations  that  just  tie  the 
hands  of  innovative  superintendents  or 
teachers  or  shopworkers  or  whatever  it  is. 

Q.  California  had  a  very  good  idea  when 
they  started  reform  in  that  State,  was  that 
any  school  district  could  apply  for  an  ex¬ 
emption  if  they  found  a  rule  or  a  law  that 
roadblocked  them,  and  they  would  handle 
that. 

The  President  There  are  exemptions  that 
can  be  applied  for  to  the  departments  in 
Washington,  and  I  think  we’ve  been  able  to 
handle  some  by  exemption.  But  the  big 
answer  is  to  redo  it,  to  start  from  scratch. 
And  therein,  we  may  run  into  problems  at 
local  levels,  State  levels.  But  so  far,  the  re¬ 
ceptivity  is  strong  in  the  25  States,  Ohio 
being  the  25th,  that  have  adopted  the 
America  2000  education  strategy. 

Q.  One  of  the  things  I  did  in  preparation 
for  this  interview,  Mr.  President,  was  ask  a 
number  of  teachers  and  principals,  “If  you 
could  ask  the  President  any  question,  what 
would  it  be?”  And  the  very  first  answer  I 
got  from  Carol  Price,  who  is  a  principal  at 
an  elementary  school,  was,  “What  about 
funding?”  Obviously  the  bulk  of  funding  for 
education  comes  from  the  States,  but  how 
are  you  going  to  pay  for  America  2000? 

The  President.  States  and  local.  Let  me 
put  funding  in  a  broad  perspective.  And 
don’t  hold  me  within  a  billion  to  the  month. 
In  the  early  eighties,  we  were  spending 
$160  billion  on  education.  Now  it’s  $400 
billion — $400  billion.  And  we’re  still  not  of 
proficient  rank  internationally  to  say  that  in 
the  future  we  can  compete  or  say  to  a 
parent,  “Your  kid’s  getting  the  very  best.”  I 
don  t  think  it  is  a  question  of  funding. 
America  2000  is  not  trying  to  tell  the  States 
how  much  money  they  have  to  put  into 
each  program. 

And  our  budget,  of  course,  for  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Education  is  up.  But  I  don’t 
think  that  the  answer  to  education,  if  this  is 
what  Carol  was  saying,  lies  in  vast  increases 


in  Federal  funding.  Federal  funding  is  6 
percent,  I  believe,  of  the  total  education 
budget.  She  ought  to  look  at,  how  can  we 
revolutionize  this  education  to  make  our¬ 
selves  be  more  efficient?  How  can  we  get 
the  parents  involved  more?  How  can  we 
stop  getting  too  many  mandates  telling  me, 
Carol  Price,  how  I  ought  to  run  my  class¬ 
room,  for  example? 

So  I  don’t  think  it’s  funding.  I  mean,  in 
some  areas  I  wish  there  was  more  money 
brought  to  bear  on  a  specific  problem.  But  I 
don’t  think  we  can  say,  “Well,  we’re  failing 
because  we’re  not  getting  enough  money 
from  the  taxpayers.” 

Q.  I  think,  she’s  operating  on  a  day-to-day 
basis  where  she  sees  how  much  she  has  for 
supplies  and  how  much  she  has  to  buy  new 
textbooks  and  then  the  available  Federal 
monies  that  she  can  get  that — that  was  her 
concern. 

The  President.  Well,  she  may  be  right, 
because  in  this  instance  she  may  be  speak¬ 
ing  right  there  from  the  heart  with  fact  on 
her  side.  Because  in  some  areas,  some  States 
and  some  communities,  as  they  assign  prior¬ 
ities  in  tough  economic  times,  have  had  to 
cut  back  on  things.  But  I  would  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  she’s  saying,  “Hey,  they’re  not  let¬ 
ting  me  get  the  diversity  of  classroom  im¬ 
plements  I  need;  Federal  Government, 
please  send  it.”  I  think  she’s  probably 
saying,  “Look,  we’re  getting  hurt  here.  The 
economy  is  down.  People  are  hurting.  And 
some  of  it’s  coming  out  of  education.  And 
I’m  a  teacher,  and  I  don’t  want  to  see  it  cut 
here.  I  want  to  see  us  go  forward.”  So 
maybe  it’s  something  like  that,  that  motivat¬ 
ed  her  comment. 

Q.  One  of  the  goals  of  America  2000  is  a 
skilled,  literate  workforce.  Are  you  propos¬ 
ing  anything  with  vocational  training? 

The  President.  Yes.  Adult  education. 
Adult  literacy.  Adult  literacy  is  a  key,  inci¬ 
dentally;  the  concept,  nobody’s  too  old  to 
learn.  I’m  sitting  down,  as  kind  of  admitted¬ 
ly  with  some  show  business,  but  now  fasci¬ 
nation,  learning  to  do  a  computer.  By  doing 
that,  I’ve  started  to  do  that  to  show  no¬ 
body’s  too  old  to  be  taught.  And  now  I  find 
I’m  using  that  thing  for  all  the  memos  I 
send  out — they’ve  taken  my  typewriter 
away  from  me — and  it  works.  And  so  we’re 


1518 


Adm inistra tion  of  George  Bush,  1991  /  Nov.  25 


talking  here  about  more  adult  literacy  pro¬ 
grams,  more  adult  education  programs,  but 
with  flexible  styling.  Style  them  so  they  suit 
the  needs  of  the  communities,  not  back 
again  to  mandates,  to  be  mandated  from 
some  subcommittee  chairman  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

A  n ticri me  Legisla tion 

Q.  Let  me  switch  gears  here  for  just  a 
moment:  the  crime  bill.  I  get  the  impres¬ 
sion  from  the  reports  that  you  do  not  like 
the  crime  bill. 

The  President  Fm  very  disappointed.  We 
fought  hard  for  anticrime  legislation  that 
will  support  the  police  officer,  a  little  less 
concern  about  the  criminal  himself.  We’ve 
got  good  provisions  in  there  for  the  victims 
of  crime.  And  then  it  gets  technical:  habeas 
corpus  reform,  exclusionary  rule  reform.  All 
of  that’s  moved  the  wrong  way  in  this  mid¬ 
night  conference,  or  conference  that  broke 
up  last  night  in  the  Senate  and  House,  and 
looks  like  we’re  getting  back  to  party  poli¬ 
tics.  So  I  do  worry  that  we’re  not  going  to 


be  able  to  get  for  the  American  people  the 
kind  of  tough  anticrime  legislation  they 
want.  And  I’ll  keep  fighting  Congress  until  I 
get  it. 

Q.  And  if  it  comes  to  you,  you  would  veto 
it? 

The  President  Well,  I  have  to  know  ex¬ 
actly  what’s  in  it.  But  from  what  I  under¬ 
stand  the  conference  did.  I’d  have  to.  I’d 
have  to.  And  there  are  some  things  in  there 
we  want.  But  you  know,  that’s  a  problem 
with  divided  Government.  I  have  to  stand 
up  and  beat  back  things  that  I  think  are 
against  the  interest  for  the  American 
people  in  order  to  get  good  legislation.  So, 
let’s  see  how  it  actually  comes  down  to  the 
White  House.  It  may  not  even  get  there.  It 
may  not  even  get  there  this  session.  They 
may  turn  it  over  until  next  session. 

Q.  Okay.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  12:56  p.m.  in 
the  chorus  room  of  Veterans  Memorial  Au¬ 
ditorium.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  veri¬ 
fication  of  the  content  of  this  interview. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Ratification  of  the 
Conventional  Weapons  Treaty 
November  25,  1991 


The  President  is  extremely  pleased  by  the 
Senate’s  resolution  of  advice  and  consent  to 
ratification  of  the  CFE  Treaty. 

This  action  could  not  be  more  timely. 
The  CFE  Treaty  is  the  cornerstone  of  the 
new  security  structure  we  have  been  work¬ 
ing  to  construct  in  Europe.  Its  full  imple¬ 
mentation  will  put  in  place  a  system  of 


equipment  limits  and  verification  provisions 
that  will  help  provide  a  stable  and  secure 
framework  for  future  European  political  de¬ 
velopment. 

We  call  upon  all  other  signatories  to  ratify 
the  treaty  promptly  so  that  it  can  be  imple¬ 
mented  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  Anticrime  Legislation 
November  25,  1991 


Dear  Bob: 

Since  March,  I  have  been  calling  on  the 
Congress  to  pass  a  tough  crime  bill  that  will 
remove  the  handcuffs  from  law  enforce¬ 
ment  and  end  needless  delays  in  the  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  system.  For  too  long,  the  scales 
of  justice  have  been  tipped  in  favor  of 
criminals  instead  of  law-abiding  Americans. 
The  American  people  want  a  crime  bill  that 
will  make  the  system  tougher  on  criminals 
than  it  is  on  law  enforcement  and  crime 
victims. 

After  months  of  delay,  the  Congress  is 
now  presented  with  a  conference  report 
drafted  in  the  last  hours  of  this  session. 
Once  again,  just  as  they  did  last  year.  Dem¬ 
ocrat  conferees  from  the  Senate  and  House 
have  demonstrated  that  they  are  willing  to 
overlook  the  will  of  their  colleagues  and  the 
American  people.  Clearly,  the  American 
people  deserve  better. 

The  crime  bill  produced  by  the  Demo¬ 
crat-controlled  conference  is  unacceptable. 
The  bill  rejects  many  of  the  primary  goals 
the  Administration  set  forth  as  necessary  for 
an  acceptable  crime  bill.  One  essential  goal 
of  our  proposal  is  to  end  frivolous  post¬ 
appeal  challenges  brought  by  convicted 
criminals,  particularly  death  row  inmates, 
through  meaningful  habeas  corpus  reform. 
By  overturning  critical  Supreme  Court  de¬ 


cisions  that  have  reduced  the  abuse  of 
habeas  corpus,  the  conference  bill  actually 
weakens  current  law  by  expanding  a  crimi¬ 
nal’s  ability  to  frustrate  the  system. 

Another  goal  of  the  Administration’s  bill 
is  to  ensure  that  criminals  do  not  go  free  on 
legal  technicalities  when  a  police  officer  is 
acting  in  good  faith.  This  conference  report 
does  just  the  opposite.  Again,  it  retreats 
from  current  law  by  throwing  out  court  de¬ 
cisions  that  recognize  the  legitimacy  of  such 
a  good  faith  exception  to  the  exclusionary 
rule. 

Finally,  although  this  bill  purports  to 
permit  imposition  of  the  death  penalty  for 
several  new  Federal  offenses,  it  adopts  pro¬ 
cedures  that  virtually  ensure  the  death  pen¬ 
alty  will  never  be  imposed. 

I  will  not  accept  any  effort  by  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  turn  the  clock  back  on  the  progress 
we  have  made  in  the  courts  on  criminal 
justice  reform.  If  this  bill  is  presented  to 
me,  I  will  veto  it  and  insist  that  Congress 
pass  a  crime  bill  that  will  strengthen  our 
criminal  justice  system. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Robert 
H.  Michel,  House  Republican  Leader,  and 
Robert  Dole,  Senate  Republican  Leader. 


Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Strategic  Arms  Reduction 
Treaty 

November  25,  1991 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  transmitting  herewith,  for  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratifica¬ 
tion,  the  Treaty  Between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics  on  the  Reduction  and  Limitation 
of  Strategic  Offensive  Arms  (the  START 
Treaty)  signed  at  Moscow  on  July  31,  1991. 
The  START  Treaty  includes  the  following 


documents,  which  are  integral  parts  there¬ 
of: 

— the  Annex  on  Agreed  Statements 
(“Agreed  Statements  Annex”); 

— the  Annex  on  Terms  and  Their  Defini¬ 
tions  (“Definitions  Annex”); 

— the  Protocol  on  Procedures  Governing 
the  Conversion  or  Elimination  of  the 
Items  Subject  to  the  Treaty  Between 
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the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  on 
the  Reduction  and  Limitation  of  Strate¬ 
gic  Offensive  Arms  (“Conversion  or 
Elimination  Protocol”); 

— the  Protocol  on  Inspections  and  Contin¬ 
uous  Monitoring  Activities  Related  to 
the  Treaty  Between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  So¬ 
cialist  Republics  on  the  Reduction  and 
Limitation  of  Strategic  Offensive  Arms, 
with  12  annexes  (“Inspection  Proto¬ 
col”); 

— the  Protocol  on  Notifications  Relating 
to  the  Treaty  Between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Union  of 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics  on  the  Reduc¬ 
tion  and  Limitation  of  Strategic  Offen¬ 
sive  Arms  (“Notification  Protocol”); 

— the  Protocol  on  ICBM  and  SLBM 
Throw-weight  Relating  to  the  Treaty 
Between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Re¬ 
publics  on  the  Reduction  and  Limita¬ 
tion  of  Strategic  Offensive  Arms 
(“Throw- weight  Protocol”); 

— the  Protocol  on  Telemetric  Information 
Relating  to  the  Treaty  Between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  on 
the  Reduction  and  Limitation  of  Strate¬ 
gic  Offensive  Arms  (“Telemetry  Proto¬ 
col”); 

— the  Protocol  on  the  Joint  Compliance 
and  Inspection  Commission  Relating  to 
the  Treaty  Between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  So¬ 
cialist  Republics  on  the  Reduction  and 
Limitation  of  Strategic  Offensive  Arms 
(“Joint  Compliance  and  Inspection 
Commission  Protocol”);  and 
— the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  on 
the  Establishment  of  the  Data  Base  Re¬ 
lating  to  the  Treaty  Between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  on 
the  Reduction  and  Limitation  of  Strate¬ 
gic  Offensive  Arms,  with  10  annexes 
(“Memorandum  of  Understanding”). 

In  addition,  I  transmit  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  the  Report  of  the 
Department  of  State  and  documents  associ¬ 
ated  with,  but  not  integral  parts  of,  the 
START  Treaty.  These  documents  are  of 


four  types:  separate  executive  agreements 
related  to  the  Treaty;  letters  embodying  ex¬ 
ecutive  agreements  on  various  aspects  of 
the  Treaty;  declarations  regarding  specific 
systems  that  do  not  fall  within  the  scope  of 
the  Treaty;  and  a  variety  of  statements  and 
correspondence  concerning  aspects  of  the 
negotiation  of  the  Treaty.  Although  not  sub¬ 
mitted  for  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  ratification,  these  documents  are 
relevant  to  the  consideration  of  the  Treaty 
by  the  Senate. 

The  START  Treaty  represents  a  nearly 
decade-long  effort  by  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  to  address  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  threat  that  strategic  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  pose  to  both  countries  and  to 
the  world  in  general.  The  fundamental 
premise  of  START  is  that,  despite  signifi¬ 
cant  political  differences,  the  United  States 
and  the  Soviet  Union  have  a  common  inter¬ 
est  in  reducing  the  risk  of  nuclear  war  and 
enhancing  strategic  stability. 

The  United  States  had  several  objectives 
in  the  START  negotiations.  First,  we  con¬ 
sistently  held  the  view  that  the  START 
Treaty  must  enhance  stability  in  times  of 
crisis.  The  strategic  nuclear  forces  remain¬ 
ing  after  implementation  of  START — as 
well  as  during  the  period  when  weapons 
are  reduced — should  be  such  as  to  reduce 
Soviet  incentives  to  provoke  a  crisis  or  to 
strike  first  during  a  crisis.  Stability  in  times 
of  crisis  will  remain  important  even  in  the 
post-Cold  War  era;  no  one  can  predict  the 
future,  and  the  purpose  of  this  Treaty  is  to 
regulate  the  strategic  threat  for  many  years 
to  come.  Among  the  many  measures  we 
sought  to  fulfill  this  objective,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  were  the  preferential  treatment 
given  to  stabilizing  systems,  such  as  bomb¬ 
ers  and  cruise  missiles,  the  stringent  limits 
on  deployed  ballistic  missiles  and  their  re¬ 
entry  vehicles,  and  the  special,  restrictive 
limits  on  heavy  ICBM’s,  the  most  destabiliz¬ 
ing  weapons  in  existence. 

Second,  we  sought  an  agreement  that  did 
not  simply  limit  strategic  arms,  but  that  re¬ 
duced  them  significantly  below  current 
levels.  A  successful  combination  of  this  ob¬ 
jective  with  that  of  a  stabilizing  force  struc¬ 
ture  can  serve  for  many  years  as  a  linch-pin 
in  shaping  our  strategic  posture,  and,  if  ap- 
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propriate,  can  serve  as  a  basis  for  future 
agreements  that  will  lead  to  further  reduc¬ 
tions.  Moreover,  in  order  for  the  Treaty  to 
work  smoothly  over  many  years,  its  terms 
must  be  as  precise  and  unambiguous  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Neither  Party  should  have  any  doubt 
as  to  the  limitations  and  obligations  that  are 
imposed  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaty. 

Third,  we  sought  a  Treaty  that  would 
allow  equality  of  U.S.  forces  relative  to 
those  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Again,  the  em¬ 
phasis  is  to  reach  equality  in  order  that  the 
resulting  levels  will  be  stabilizing.  Equality 
does  not  require  identical  force  structures; 
rather,  it  demands  limits  that  allow  the  Par¬ 
ties  to  have  equivalent  capabilities. 

Fourth,  we  sought  an  agreement  that  is 
effectively  verifiable.  Effective  verification 
is  necessary  to  ensure  that  U.S.  national  se¬ 
curity  is  not  jeopardized  under  the  Treaty. 
Effective  verification  also  acts  as  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  the  Soviets  to  comply  because  they 
are  aware  that  their  behavior  will  be  closely 
monitored. 

Finally,  the  United  States  placed  great 
emphasis  during  the  negotiations  in  seeking 
an  agreement  that  would  be  supported  by 
the  American  and  allied  publics.  This  objec¬ 
tive  means  that  U.S.  policies  regarding  stra¬ 
tegic  forces  must  not  only  sustain  deter¬ 
rence,  but  will  also  serve  to  assure  the 
American  people  and  allied  publics  that  the 
risk  of  war  and  crisis  instability  is  low  and  is 
being  further  reduced. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  START 
Treaty  achieves  these  objectives. 

START  will  be  the  first  Treaty  that  actu¬ 
ally  reduces  strategic  offensive  arms. 
START  will  lead  to  stabilizing  changes  to 
the  composition  of,  and  reductions  in,  the 
deployed  strategic  offensive  nuclear  forces 
of  both  countries.  The  overall  strategic  nu¬ 
clear  forces  of  both  countries  will  be  re¬ 
duced  by  30-40  percent,  with  a  reduction 
of  as  much  as  50  percent  in  the  most 
threatening  systems.  The  Treaty  will  have  a 
15-year  duration,  and  can  be  extended  for 
successive  5-year  periods  through  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  Parties. 

Force  reductions  under  START  will  be 
asymmetrical  due  to  currently  higher  Soviet 
levels,  and  will  result  in  equal  limits  on  de¬ 
ployed  strategic  offensive  arms  at  the  end 
of  each  of  three  phases  over  the  first  7 


years  that  the  Treaty  is  in  force.  Moreover, 
I  believe  that  the  reduction  of  ICBMs 
should  be  accomplished  even  more  rapidly 
than  the  Treaty  would  require.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  as  a  part  of  my  statement  on  the 
future  of  U.S.  nuclear  weapons,  I  said  that 
those  ICBMs  that  the  United  States  would 
reduce  pursuant  to  START  would  be  elimi¬ 
nated  more  rapidly  than  required  by  the 
Treaty.  Today,  I  reiterate  that  pledge. 

More  specifically,  the  central  limits  of 
START  require  reductions  down  to  ceilings 
of  1600  on  deployed  strategic  nuclear  deliv¬ 
ery  systems  (i.e.,  deployed  ICBMs,  deployed 
SLBMs,  and  deployed  heavy  bombers),  6000 
accountable  nuclear  warheads  that  those 
missiles  and  bombers  would  carry,  and  3600 
metric  tons  of  aggregate  ballistic  missile 
throw-weight.  Aggregate  throw- weight — a 
measure  of  the  total  weight  of  weapons  and 
related  objects  that  a  ballistic  missile  can 
deliver — is  limited  to  approximately  54  per¬ 
cent  of  the  current  aggregate  Soviet  throw- 
weight  level. 

Within  these  aggregate  limits,  the  United 
States  and  Soviet  Union  have  agreed  to  ob¬ 
serve  certain  subceilings  in  specific  weapon 
categories.  Reductions  and  limitations  on 
those  weapon  systems  that  could  most 
threaten  crisis  stability  are  emphasized  in 
these  subceilings.  Under  START,  neither 
Party  may  have  more  than  4900  deployed 
ballistic  missile  warheads  of  which  no  more 
than  1100  warheads  can  be  on  deployed 
mobile  ICBMs.  Moreover,  the  Soviet  Union 
is  required  to  reduce  by  50  percent  their 
heavy  ICBM  force.  The  Soviet  Union  will 
eliminate  no  fewer  than  22  SS-18  launchers 
every  year  during  the  7-year  reduction 
period  to  a  ceiling  of  1540  warheads  on  154 
heavy  ICBMs. 

To  assist  in  verifying  compliance  with 
these  limits,  START  incorporates  the  most 
extensive  verification  regime  in  history, 
which  includes  the  exchange  of  ballistic 
missile  telemetry  tapes,  the  permanent 
monitoring  of  mobile  ICBM  assembly  facili¬ 
ties,  12  kinds  of  on-site  inspections,  special 
access  visits,  cooperative  measures,  and  data 
exchanges  to  complement  our  national 
technical  means  of  verification.  Moreover, 
many  of  the  Treaty  provisions,  such  as  its 
definitions,  counting  rules,  conversion  or 
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elimination  procedures,  notifications,  and 
numerous  data  exchanges,  will  help  to 
verify  whether  the  Soviet  Union  is  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  central  limitations.  Thus,  I 
am  convinced  START  is  effectively  verifia¬ 
ble. 

START  represents  a  critical  watershed  in 
our  long-term  effort  to  stabilize  the  strate¬ 
gic  balance  through  arms  control.  Stabiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  strategic  balance  will  help 
cement  one  of  the  most  fundamental  tenets 
of  our  preferred  world  order — that  conflict 
must  not  and  shall  not  be  resolved  through 
the  use  of  nuclear  weapons.  Moreover, 
recent  events  underscore  the  need  to 
ensure  stability  and  to  broaden  the  dialogue 


Exchange  With  Reporters 
November  26,  1991 

Economic  Growth  Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  really 
think  about  the  economic  package  that  was 
presented  to  you  yesterday? 

The  President  I’m  for  it. 

Q.  You’re  for  it? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  How  strongly? 

The  President  That’s  what  I’ve  said. 

Q.  Enough  to  keep  Congress  in  session? 

The  President  Listen,  Congress  has  been 
here  all  year  long.  If  they  want  to  pass  this, 
let  them  pass  it  today. 

Q.  You’re  not  going  to  ask  them  to  stay 
in? 

The  President  I  want  the  package  passed, 
and  I  want  to  see  it  done  fast.  And  I’ve 
wanted  a  lot  of  legislation  that  they’ve  had 
all  year  to  pass.  And  this  kind  of  ploy  at  the 
end  is  just  that;  it’s  a  ploy.  We’ve  got  a  good 
package  up  there.  I’ve  had  one  up  there  all 
year  long.  Now  there’s  another  good  one. 
Let’s  see  them  vote  on  it.  They  can  vote  if 
they  want  to.  This  idea  of  dancing  around, 
that’s  not  good  enough  for  the  American 
people. 

Q.  The  Republicans - 

The  President  Look,  we’ve  got  to  get  on 
with  our  business  here.  Put  me  down  as 
enthusiastically  for  it. 


between  our  countries.  Implementation  of 
START  would  reinforce  these  efforts. 

In  sum,  the  START  Treaty  is  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  United  States  and  represents  an 
important  step  in  the  stabilization  of  the 
strategic  nuclear  balance.  I  therefore  urge 
the  Senate  to  give  prompt  and  favorable 
consideration  to  the  Treaty,  including  its 
Annexes,  Protocols,  and  Memorandum  of 
Understanding,  and  to  give  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  to  its  ratification. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  25,  1991. 


Q.  You  were  misinterpreted,  weren’t 
you? 

The  President  Misinterpreted.  If  they  just 
print  what  I  say,  what  our  statements  say, 
then  we  would  avoid  some  of  this  interpre¬ 
tation.  I  am  for  this,  would  like  to  see  it 
voted  on  today.  And  there’s  no  point  in 
Congress  sticking  around,  in  my  view. 

Q.  Sir,  the  economy-troubled  ordinary 
Americans  wonder,  why  not  keep  them  in? 

The  President  Because  they’ve  been  here 
all  year  long,  and  the  economy’s  in  trouble. 
That’s  the  answer.  Okay. 

Q.  Are  you  blaming  them? 

The  President  You  heard  what  I  said.  Just 
print  it  as  I  said  it  without  interpretation. 

Q.  I  promise  you  a  verbatim  report. 

The  President  That’s  good.  It’s  all  we  can 
ask. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  coming  back  to  Soviet 
Union,  I’m  Pravda  correspondent.  Our 
country  is  living  through  very  difficult 
times  now.  How  can  the  United  States  help 
us  to  live  through  it? 

The  President  We’re  going  to  talk  about 
it  today.  We’re  trying  to  help  with  our  agri¬ 
cultural  program.  We’re  trying  to  help  in 
many  other  ways.  In  fact,  we  just  finished  a 
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long  meeting.  We’re  very  interested  in 
helping  the  people,  particularly  the  people 
that  are  hurting  right  now,  and  then  facili¬ 
tating  this  move  to  a  market  economy 
which  will  eventually  mean  prosperity  for 
all.  So,  that’s  what  were  going  to  be  dis¬ 
cussing  right  now.  Thank  you. 


Note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:35  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  prior  to 
a  meeting  with  Foreign  Minister  Andrei  Ko¬ 
zyrev  of  the  Russian  Republic.  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  this  exchange. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Foreign  Minister  Andrei  Kozyrev  of  the  Russian  Republic 
November  26,  1991 


The  President  met  with  Russian  Foreign 
Minister  Andrei  Kozyrev  today.  Today’s 
Oval  Office  visit  follows  a  series  of  meetings 
held  yesterday  between  the  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  and  Secretaries  Baker,  Cheney,  and 
Mosbacher  and  the  congressional  leader¬ 
ship. 

Today’s  meeting  was  very  useful  and  pro¬ 
vided  the  Foreign  Minister  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  an  opportunity  to  exchange  views  on 


developments  in  the  Russian  Republic. 

The  President  stressed  our  continued  in¬ 
terest  in  building  strong  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  ties  to  Russia  and  assisting  the  Re¬ 
public  in  establishing  a  viable  and  flourish¬ 
ing  market  economy. 

Following  the  Oval  Office  meeting,  Gen¬ 
eral  Scowcroft  held  a  brief  follow-on  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Foreign  Minister  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Security  Adviser’s  office. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Economic  Growth 

Legislation 

November  26,  1991 


Congress  has  had  many  months  to  pass 
our  economic  growth  package.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  regrets  Congress’  inaction.  He  is  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  the  House  Republicans’  ef¬ 
forts  to  advance  a  responsible  growth  pack¬ 


age.  As  we  said  last  night,  the  President 
reviewed  the  package  with  Bob  Michel  and 
Newt  Gingrich  and  told  them  unequivocally 
that  he  liked  the  package  and  supports 
their  efforts  to  advance  the  growth  agenda. 


Remarks  at  the  Swearing-In  Ceremony  for  William  Barr  as  Attorney 
General 

November  26,  1991 


Thank  you  all.  And  thank  you,  George, 
and  Mr.  Attorney  General;  distinguished 
members  of  the  Cabinet;  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  who  are  with  us  here  today— I  spot 
Senator  Thurmond,  Senator  Hatch;  mem- 
bers  of  the  White  House  staff;  and  Bishop 


Daily,  to  you,  sir;  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Let 
me  offer  congratulations  to  Bill  Barr  and  a 
warm  welcome  and  best  wishes  to  his  wife, 
Chris,  and  to  these  three  wonderful  daugh¬ 
ters  here,  with  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
visit  just  a  few  minutes  ago.  May  I  salute 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barr,  Bill’s  parents,  here  in 
the  front  row  and  many,  many  other  family 
and  friends  that  are  here  for  this  happy 
occasion.  This  is  my  kind  of  Barr  associa¬ 
tion.  [Laughter]  I  knew  it.  [Applause]  I 
knew  it.  I  debated — and  there’s  Senator 
Kennedy.  Ted,  I  didn’t  see  you  earlier.  Wel¬ 
come,  sir.  I  debated  whether  to  try  that 
one;  I’d  like  to  take  it  over.  [Laughter]  Like 
a  replay.  Time  out. 

Today  America  gives  new  responsibilities 
to  a  young  man  of  outstanding  character 
and  achievement.  As  always,  Shakespeare’s 
words  help  us  sum  up  the  man:  “Young  in 
limb,  in  judgments  old.”  The  newspapers 
report  Bill  Barr  was  giving  Eisenhower  for 
President  speeches  when  he  was  in  kinder¬ 
garten.  And  his  parents  pass  along  the  word 
that  young  Bill  was  discoursing  about  sepa¬ 
ration  of  powers  before  he  gave  up  his  pac¬ 
ifier.  [Laughter] 

So,  I  am  proud  to  welcome  Bill  Barr  to 
this  Cabinet.  And  he  will  make  our  country 
proud  of  his  work  as  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States.  He  offers  a  model  of 
thoughtfulness  and  hard  work  for  all  young 
Americans.  And  when  I  first  met  him,  Bill 
was  holding  down  a  demanding  job  in  the 
legislative  affairs  office  at  CIA,  and  at  night 
he  was  going  to  law  school.  As  a  lawyer  in 
private  practice  and  in  Government  serv¬ 
ice,  he  has  shown  unstinting  commitment 
to  excellence  and  to  fairness. 

As  the  head  of  the  Justice  Department’s 
Office  of  Legal  Counsel  and  as  a  key  partic¬ 
ipant  in  our  National  Security  Council  de¬ 
liberations,  he  has  never  hesitated,  Bill  Barr 
has  never  hesitated  to  speak  his  mind  and 
to  offer  honest,  solid  legal  advice.  As 
Deputy  Attorney  General  and  then  Acting 
Attorney  General,  he  has  fostered  a  strong 
sense  of  teamwork  that  draws  the  best  out 
of  our  professionals  at  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment.  Bill’s  leadership  has  brought  about 
recent  successes  in  prosecuting  savings  and 
loan  fraud,  in  resolving  the  Talladega  hos¬ 
tage  crisis,  and  indicting  the  terrorists  who 
plotted  the  Pan  Am  bombing. 

Under  our  new  Attorney  General,  the 
Justice  Department  has  four  major  prior¬ 
ities:  First,  keep  on  with  the  fight  against 
drugs.  We’re  winning  some  battles.  There 
are  some  encouraging  statistics  out  there. 
But  we  haven’t  won  this  war,  not  yet.  We’ll 


keep  putting  our  best  efforts  into  the  fight 
for  the  lives  and  well-being  of  our  young 
people.  That’s  what’s  at  stake  here. 

Second,  we  are  continuing  and  we’ll  in¬ 
tensify  our  efforts  against  violent  crime.  In 
the  Federal  Government,  we’re  determined 
to  help  State  and  local  authorities  combat 
violent  criminals.  Bill  Barr’s  leadership  in 
particular  will  help  us  with  a  new  crack¬ 
down  against  career  criminals  who  use  fire¬ 
arms,  and  he’ll  redouble  our  efforts  to  help 
victims  and  witnesses. 

Third,  our  administration  will  work  vigor¬ 
ously  to  enforce  civil  rights  laws.  We  will 
support  our  fellow  Americans’  efforts  to 
promote  fairness  and  harmony,  and  we  will 
join  forces  to  fight  the  cancer  of  discrimina¬ 
tion. 

And  finally,  Bill  Barr  and  his  team  will 
roll  up  their  sleeves  to  heighten  the  attack 
against  white-collar  crime.  We’re  deter¬ 
mined  to  strengthen  the  people’s  protec¬ 
tions  against  fraud  in  financial  institutions, 
insurance,  and  Government  procurement. 
We’ll  turn  the  full  force  of  the  law  against 
con  artists  who  steal  people’s  savings.  And 
we’ll  do  the  same  to  anyone  from  abroad 
who  tries  to  rob  our  inventors  and  our  in¬ 
vestors  of  what  is  rightfully  theirs. 

We  won’t  relax  until  Congress  gives  us 
the  tools  we  need  to  fight  crime.  I  asked  for 
an  end  to  frivolous  habeas  corpus  appeals 
that  waste  time  prosecutors  should  be 
spending  on  new  cases.  Congress,  in  my 
view,  has  ignored  that  urgent  need.  I  asked 
for  legislation  assuring  that  needless  techni¬ 
calities  will  not  cause  evidence  to  be 
thrown  out  when  police  officers  act  in  good 
faith.  And  Congress  has  ignored  us  on  this 
one,  too. 

I  asked  Congress  to  make  it  easier  to 
prosecute  rapists  and  child  molesters,  and 
again,  failure  to  act.  And  I  asked  for  mean¬ 
ingful  Federal  death  penalty  authority,  and, 
once  again,  I  am  not  satisfied.  Congress  has 
failed  to  deliver.  The  conference  commit¬ 
tee’s  bill  that’s  up  there  now,  in  my  view,  is 
so  weak  and  so  soft  on  criminals  that  I’ll 
have  to  veto  it  if  it  reaches  my  desk. 

This  isn’t  a  partisan  issue;  it’s  a  matter  of 
common  sense.  And  it’s  a  question  of  who  is 
in  touch  with  our  State  and  local  law  en¬ 
forcement  authorities  out  there  on  the  front 
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lines.  And  at  last  count,  I’ve  heard  from  31 
of  our  States’  attorneys  general,  Democrats 
and  Republicans,  who  say  they  will  stand  by 
me  in  the  position  I  have  taken. 

Beyond  the  critical  issues  of  crime  and 
drugs  and  civil  rights  enforcement,  we  need 
civil  justice  reform.  Bill  Barr  will  help  us 
straighten  out  a  civil  litigation  system  that 
has  spun  out  of  control.  We’ve  become  the 
most  litigious  society  in  the  world.  And  that 
causes  a  painful,  costly  drain  on  our  econo¬ 
my,  on  our  professions,  and  ultimately  on 
the  civility  we  need  to  hold  society  togeth¬ 
er.  Bill  has  been  and  will  remain  a  stalwart 
in  our  efforts  for  civil  justice  reform. 

I  am  confident  that  Bill  Barr  possesses  an 
abundance  of  every  quality  that  makes  a 
great  Attorney  General.  He  is  tough;  he  is 
fairminded,  a  man  of  integrity,  of  intense 
dedication.  It’s  true  that  I’ve  ordered  Bill  to 
go  all  out  in  fighting  crime.  But  I’ve  left  the 
details  to  him.  It’s  altogether  his  idea  to  try 


to  drive  drug  dealers  out  of  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods  by  playing  his  bagpipe.  [Laughter]  A 
constitutional  question  has  been  raised  on 
that  one,  violating  the  eighth  amendment, 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment.  [Laughter] 

But  for  15  years,  I’ve  been  honored  to 
know  this  good  man.  And  I’ve  been  deeply 
impressed  by  his  ability,  by  his  love  of  coun¬ 
try  and  of  his  profession. 

And  now  it  is  my  honor  to  present  Judge 
Laurence  Silberman,  who  will  administer 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  77th  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  States. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:42  p.m.  in 
the  Great  Hall  at  the  Department  of  Justice. 
In  his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to: 
George  J.  Terwilliger  III,  Acting  Deputy  At¬ 
torney  General;  Bishop  Thomas  Daily, 
Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Brooklyn,  NY; 
and  Judge  Laurence  J.  Silberman,  US.  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  National  Adoption  Week  Proclamation 
November  27,  1991 


Excuse  the  little  slight  delay  here,  but 
may  I  welcome  Chris  Smith  and  others  and 
certainly  Lou  Sullivan,  who’s  doing  a  superb 
job  for  this  country  as  Secretary  of  HHS; 
Assistant  Secretary  Barnhart;  and  I  men¬ 
tioned  Representative  Smith.  And  I  would 
consider,  looking  around,  this  crowd  as  all 
distinguished  guests.  And  welcome  especial¬ 
ly  to  those  here  who  truly  know  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  holiday  we  celebrate  tomorrow, 
for  those  of  us  whose  lives  have  been 
touched  by  adoption  realize,  I  think,  quite 
profoundly  what  Thanksgiving  is  all  about. 

It  gives  me  particular  pleasure  to  pro¬ 
claim  this  our  28th  National  Adoption 
Week.  Each  year  more  than  50,000  children 
join  new  families  here  in  America.  Each 
year  tens  of  thousands  of  lives  are  enriched 
by  this  act  of  faith,  courage,  and  generosity. 
That  means  not  only  the  lives  of  children 
who  have  finally  found  the  security  and  be¬ 
longing  they  desire  but  also  the  lives  of 
their  families  and  friends,  their  new  families 
and  friends. 


During  this  week  we  have  the  chance, 
the  privilege  to  recognize  those  who  have 
joined  in  the  effort  to  find  permanent 
homes  for  waiting  children:  The  counselors, 
the  social  workers,  the  physicians,  the  attor¬ 
neys,  the  legislators,  the  volunteers,  the  em¬ 
ployers,  media  professionals,  members  of 
the  clergy,  and  families.  During  National 
Adoption  Week,  perhaps  most  important  of 
all,  we  also  have  the  chance  to  express  our 
admiration  for  the  women  who  chose  life 
for  their  unborn  child. 

Our  family  knows  the  value  of  that 
choice.  Among  our  12  grandchildren,  as 
many  of  you  know,  are  two  very  special 
little  ones  who  were  adopted.  Whenever  I 
see  these  miracles,  if  you  will,  I  thank  God 
for  the  joy  that  each  of  them  brings  to  our 
family  every  single  day. 

We  must  make  adoption  a  higher  priority 
in  this  Nation.  And  every  level  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  every  part  of  society  must  pro¬ 
mote  policies  that  encourage  adoption  and 
make  it  easier  for  families  who  want  chil- 
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dren  and  who  will  give  them  loving  homes. 

Right  now,  over  30,000  children  are  wait¬ 
ing.  They’re  legally  available  for  adoption, 
just  waiting  for  homes  and  hearts  to  wel¬ 
come  them.  Many  of  them  have  special 
needs,  but  they  all  have  special  love  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  to  give. 

This  week,  during  the  holiday  season,  and 
throughout  the  year,  let  everyone  in  this 
country  remember  those  precious  young¬ 
sters  who  wait.  Let  us  renew  our  determi¬ 
nation  to  help  them,  to  help  the  American 
family,  to  help  the  strength  of  this  Nation. 

So  thank  you  all  very  much  for  coming 


here  today.  Have  a  wonderful  Thanksgiving 
with  your  families.  And  may  God  bless  you 
all.  And  now  I’m  going  to  sign  this  procla¬ 
mation. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:57  a.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Jo 
Anne  B.  Barnhart,  Assistant  Secretary,  Ad¬ 
ministration  for  Children  and  Families,  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  and  Human  Services. 
The  proclamation  is  listed  in  Appendix  E  at 
the  end  of  this  volume. 


Message  to  the  Congress  on  Reductions  in  Travel,  Transportation, 
and  Subsistence 
November  27,  1991 


To  The  Congress  of  The  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  section  523A  of  the 
Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General  Gov¬ 
ernment  Appropriations  Act,  1992,  I  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  a  report  specifying  my  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  uniform  percentage  neces¬ 
sary  to  reduce  outlays  for  travel,  transporta¬ 
tion,  and  subsistence  by  $15.7  million.  As 
required  by  law,  this  reduction  will  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  accounts  within  this  appropria¬ 


tions  act  in  FY  1992  with  the  exception  of 
the  Committee  for  Purchase  from  the  Blind 
and  Other  Severely  Handicapped.  Federal 
agencies  covered  by  this  appropriations  act 
have  been  instructed  to  make  the  required 
reductions. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

November  27,  1991. 


Statement  Announcing  Joint  Declarations  on  the  Libyan 

Indictments 

November  27,  1991 


Statement  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  Regarding  the  Bombing 
of  Pan  Am  103 

After  the  indictments  were  handed  down 
on  November  14  we  conveyed  them  to  the 
Libyan  regime.  We  have  also  consulted 
closely  with  the  governments  of  France  and 
the  United  Kingdom  and  in  concert  with 
those  two  governments  we  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  two  declarations  to  present  publicly 
today. 


Joint  Declaration  of  the  United 
States  and  United  Kingdom 

The  British  and  American  governments 
today  declare  that  the  Government  of 
Libya  must: 

— surrender  for  trial  all  those  charged 
with  the  crime;  and  accept  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  the  actions  of  Libyan  officials; 

— disclose  all  it  knows  of  this  crime,  in¬ 
cluding  the  names  of  all  those  responsi¬ 
ble,  and  allow  full  access  to  all  wit- 
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nesses,  documents  and  other  material 
evidence,  including  all  the  remaining 
timers; 

— pay  appropriate  compensation. 

We  expect  Libya  to  comply  promptly  and 
in  full. 

Declaration  of  the  United  States, 
France,  and  the  United  Kingdom  on 
Terrorism 

The  three  states  reaffirm  their  complete 
condemnation  of  terrorism  in  all  its  forms 
and  denounce  any  complicity  of  states  in 
terrorist  acts.  The  three  states  reaffirm  their 
commitment  to  put  an  end  to  terrorism. 

They  consider  that  the  responsibility  of 
states  begins  whenever  they  take  part  di¬ 
rectly  in  terrorist  actions  or  indirectly 
through  harboring,  training,  providing  fa¬ 
cilities,  arming,  or  providing  financial  sup¬ 


port  or  any  form  of  protection,  and  that 
they  are  responsible  for  their  actions  before 
individual  states  and  the  United  Nations. 

In  this  connection,  following  the  investi¬ 
gations  carried  out  into  the  bombings  of 
Pan  Am  103  and  UTA  772,  the  three  states 
have  presented  specific  demands  to  Libyan 
authorities  related  to  the  judicial  proce¬ 
dures  that  are  underway.  They  require  that 
Libya  comply  with  all  these  demands,  and, 
in  addition,  that  Libya  commit  itself  con¬ 
cretely  and  definitively  to  cease  all  forms  of 
terrorist  action  and  all  assistance  to  terrorist 
groups.  Libya  must  promptly,  by  concrete 
actions,  prove  its  renunciation  of  terrorism. 


Note:  The  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  re¬ 
leased  the  text  of  the  joint  declarations  on 
November  27. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fit z water  on  the  Adjournment  of 

Congress 

November  27,  1991 


Congress  has  adjourned  for  the  Thanks¬ 
giving  holiday  after  making  progress  in  sev¬ 
eral  important  areas,  but  much  remains  to 
be  done.  We  still  must  be  sensitive  to  the 
need  for  economic  improvement  in  this 
country. 


When  the  Congress  returns  next  year,  we 
will  engage  these  issues.  The  American 
people  deserve  a  Government  that  re¬ 
sponds  to  the  need  for  jobs  and  economic 
opportunities. 


Text  of  the  Thanksgiving  Address  to  the  Nation 
November  27,  1991 


From  Camp  David,  Barbara  and  I  would 
like  to  wish  all  Americans  a  joyous  Thanks¬ 
giving*  This  holiday  has  always  had  a  special 
meaning  for  the  Bush  family,  as  it  does  for 
most  Americans.  Thanksgiving  captures  our 
spirit  as  a  people:  Our  determination,  our 
generosity,  our  industry,  and  our  faith. 

Thanksgiving  brings  to  mind  the  joys  of 
plenty  and  the  anguish  of  want.  As  Ameri¬ 
cans  celebrated  Thanksgiving  in  1777 
George  Washington  and  his  troops  huddled 
along  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  River.  Buf¬ 
feted  by  the  brutal  cold,  haunted  by  British 


troops  massed  over  the  horizon,  they 
stopped  to  offer  humble  words  of  thanks 
and  praise,  and  to  dedicate  themselves  to 
the  cause  of  building  a  land  of  prosperous 
liberty.  That  simple  moment  helped  estab¬ 
lish  the  American  character.  Our  founders’ 
faith  and  determination  transformed  this 
land  from  a  patchwork  of  colonies  into  a 
republic  of  ideals. 

This  Thanksgiving,  many  of  us  join 
friends  and  family  around  the  table;  others 
share  time  by  phoning  loved  ones  far  away; 
and  all  of  us  will  think  of  others.  In  places 
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of  worship  across  the  land,  people  contrib¬ 
ute  canned  goods  or  turkeys  or  clothing. 
They  share  their  blessings  with  people  suf¬ 
fering  through  tough  times.  And  that’s  as  it 
should  be.  Americans  always  have  expressed 
their  thanks  by  serving  others. 

Many  people  wonder  how  a  President  un¬ 
derstands  what  goes  on  outside  Washington, 
especially  to  people  struggling  to  make 
ends  meet.  Of  course,  statistics  paint  a  so¬ 
bering  picture:  Unemployment,  tight  credit, 
lower  home  values,  sluggish  job  growth.  But 
real  life  speaks  far  more  eloquently  than 
bare  numbers.  I  have  traveled  to  48  States 
since  becoming  President:  Talking,  meeting 
people,  listening,  learning.  I  will  continue 
traveling  around  our  great  country  because 
that’s  one  way  a  President  stays  in  touch 
with  people. 

Recently,  many  Americans  have  written 
me,  saying  they  want  me  to  know  and  un¬ 
derstand  that  hard  times  have  hurt  them. 
They  don’t  pull  any  punches.  One  man, 
who  lost  his  job  in  September,  described 
how  he  and  his  wife  struggle  to  support  two 
children  at  home,  pay  the  bills,  and  keep  up 
their  property  while  he  seeks  work.  “Mr. 
President,”  he  wrote,  “now  is  the  time  to 
come  to  the  aid  of  the  American  people. 
The  American  people  need  to  know  that 
you  mean  what  you  say.”  A  woman,  who 
typed  beneath  her  signature  the  words, 
“Average  Middle  American,”  was  just  as 
blunt.  Her  husband  recently  lost  his  job, 
and  she  wrote  that  “it’s  pretty  thorny  out 
there.” 

Well,  I  do  understand.  I  am  concerned. 
And  I  want  to  help.  I  know  that  for  a 
person  out  of  a  job,  the  unemployment  rate 
is  100  percent. 

As  a  Nation,  we  need  to  address  today’s 
problems  and  tomorrow’s  promise  in  a  new 
world  united  in  economic  competition,  not 
frozen  in  nuclear  conflict. 

Over  the  years  we  have  built  a  strong 
foundation  for  progress  in  this  new,  revital¬ 
ized  world.  Inflation  is  down.  Interest  rates 
have  fallen  to  the  lowest  level  in  years.  This 
year  we  will  export  billions  of  dollars  more 
in  goods  and  services  than  ever  before,  and 
that  means  good  jobs  for  American  men 
and  women. 

This  doesn’t  mean  that  we  ought  to  sit 
back  and  hope  for  the  best.  We  must  take 


strong  steps  to  move  ahead.  I  have  asked 
Congress  to  pass  an  important  series  of  ini¬ 
tiatives  to  boost  our  economy.  These  in¬ 
clude  tax  incentives  to  unleash  investment, 
reforms  to  help  our  banks  do  their  job,  pro¬ 
posals  to  set  loose  a  revolution  in  American 
education,  initiatives  to  keep  health  care 
costs  down.  Taken  together,  these  proposals 
would  let  Americans  do  more,  produce 
more,  dream  more,  dare  more.  They  would 
create  more  jobs,  good  jobs,  for  American 
workers. 

Unfortunately,  Congress  did  not  send  me 
a  comprehensive  package  of  economic 
growth  measures.  But  we  can’t  take  “no” 
for  an  answer. 

Now,  I  know  we’re  about  to  enter  an 
election  year.  And  I  know  that  both  parties 
will  spend  a  lot  of  time  taking  tough  shots 
at  one  another.  In  our  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  opposition  will  attack  the  Presi¬ 
dent  aggressively.  There  is  nothing  new 
about  this.  But  when  people  are  hurting,  a 
President  cannot  accept  politics  as  usual. 

Congress  left  town  after  a  particularly 
bitter  session.  We  now  have  a  few  weeks  in 
which  elected  officials  can  cool  off  and  hear 
from  the  people  they  serve.  In  this  time  we 
can  build  a  foundation  for  greater  prosperi¬ 
ty.  I  will  continue  taking  what  independent 
steps  I  can  to  help  the  economy,  like  fight¬ 
ing  to  create  opportunities  in  foreign  mar¬ 
kets  for  American  workers.  I’ll  make  sure 
that  administration  agencies  do  everything 
they  can  to  help  the  people,  from  getting 
unemployment  checks  out  to  easing  the 
credit  crunch.  And  I  will  insist  that  we  get 
the  money  in  our  transportation  bill  out 
right  away  to  build  roads,  fix  bridges,  and 
create  jobs. 

When  I  give  the  State  of  the  Union 
speech  in  January,  I  will  ask  Congress  to  lay 
aside  election-year  politics  at  least  long 
enough  to  enact  a  commonsense  series  of 
economic  growth  measures.  I  will  ask  politi¬ 
cians  to  restrain  their  personal  ambitions  at 
least  long  enough  to  get  the  job  done. 
Afterward,  the  normal  election-year  bat¬ 
tling  can  resume. 

Politicians  should  remember  that  hot 
rhetoric  won’t  fill  an  empty  stomach.  It 
won’t  create  a  job.  It  won’t  get  the  people’s 
business  done.  Americans  don’t  care  about 
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finger  pointing  in  Washington,  and  they 
certainly  have  no  tolerance  for  politicians 
who  use  tough  times  for  political  advantage. 
So  I  will  continue  to  place  top  priority  on 
the  issues  you  care  about:  Building  a  grow¬ 
ing  economy,  world-class  schools,  and  what 
our  founders  called  “public  tranquility,”  a 
kinder,  gentler  Nation  rid  of  crime  and 
united  by  bonds  of  brotherhood  and  serv- 
iCe* 

Every  day,  as  I  confront  the  tasks  ahead 
of  us,  I  think  of  the  people  we  serve:  The 
family  struggling  to  make  ends  meet;  police 
risking  everything  to  keep  peace  on  the 
streets.  I  thank  God  for  our  teachers,  who 
must  serve  as  psychologists,  doctors,  social 
workers,  and  peacekeepers  before  getting  a 
chance  to  teach  the  three  R’s.  And  I  do 
care  about  the  people  who  write  me  letters, 
especially  people  in  trouble,  people  out  of 
work. 

Finally,  I  also  remember  the  American 
people  I  have  seen  in  every  State  and  on 
virtually  every  continent:  People  who  will 
not  take  no  for  an  answer,  people  with  a 
zest  for  life,  people  who  love  their  country. 

Americans  don’t  ignore  tough  realities; 
we  tackle  them.  We  don’t  wallow  in  self- 
pity  or  despair.  We  shove  obstacles  aside 
and  make  life  better.  Optimism,  opportuni¬ 
ty,  realism,  determination:  These  are 
oxygen  to  us;  they  let  our  society  live  and 
breathe.  America  grew  strong  with  the  help 
of  the  greatest  resource  on  Earth,  the 
American  people.  As  we  look  ahead,  we 
should  be  as  realistic  about  our  strengths  as 
we  are  about  our  problems.  Every  time  I 
talk  with  Americans,  I  see  our  strength,  and 
I  feel  all  the  more  determined  to  do  what 
you  elected  me  to  do:  Foster  growth,  keep 
the  peace,  and  maintain  our  stature  as  the 
world  s  greatest  Nation,  the  standard  by 
which  all  other  countries  measure  them¬ 
selves. 

Two  years  ago,  I  talked  to  the  Nation  on 
the  eve  of  Thanksgiving  about  the  chal¬ 


lenges  posed  by  the  collapse  of  communism. 
We  met  those  challenges. 

One  year  ago  today,  Barbara  and  I  stood 
in  the  sands  of  Saudi  Arabia,  looking  into 
the  eyes  of  the  finest  men  and  women  this 
country  has  ever  known.  I  wondered 
whether  I  would  have  to  send  those  young 
people  into  battle.  We  were  a  Nation  on 
edge,  anxious  about  what  lay  ahead  in  the 
Persian  Gulf.  No  one  knew  how  it  would 
work  out. 

But  look  at  what  they  did,  what  we  did. 
We  pulled  together.  We  fought  for  princi¬ 
ple.  We  stood  up  to  aggression.  And  when 
our  men  and  women  returned  home,  re¬ 
member  how  we  felt:  Proud,  excited,  confi¬ 
dent,  even  relieved,  all  because  we  knew 
that  we  did  the  right  thing. 

Today,  democracy  is  on  the  march 
around  the  globe.  Nations  long  enslaved 
have  begun  experimenting  with  liberty,  ex¬ 
ploring  their  own  promise  as  free  people. 
America  led  the  way  to  this  new  world.  We 
met  the  test  of  world  leadership. 

Just  as  we’ve  met  every  challenge  in  the 
past,  we  will  meet  those  that  confront  us 
today.  As  we  do,  let  us  remember  who  we 
are  and  what  we’ve  done.  Let’s  give  thanks 
for  our  blessings,  for  our  families,  and  our 
faith.  Let’s  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  hard 
work  this  moment  demands.  Let’s  pledge  to 
join  hands  in  common  purpose. 

That’s  the  Thanksgiving  spirit,  and  it  has 
lifted  us  since  the  Pilgrims  first  celebrated 
it  more  than  three  centuries  ago.  Now  let’s 
call  upon  that  spirit  today  to  help  those  in 
need.  Let’s  call  upon  that  spirit  as  we  move 
toward  a  new  year  and  look  forward  to  a 
new  century. 

Thank  you.  May  God  bless  all  of  you  and 
our  great  land,  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica. 

Note :  The  text  of  the  address  was  issued  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  Novem¬ 
ber  27  for  release  on  November  28. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Release  of  American 
Hostage  Joseph  Cicippio 
December  2 1991 


We  join  the  family  of  Joseph  Cicippio  in 
their  happiness  for  his  release  after  these 
many  years  of  unjust  captivity  in  Lebanon. 

For  their  assistance  in  the  release,  we 
wish  to  thank  the  United  Nations  and  the 
Governments  of  Iran,  Syria,  and  Lebanon. 

Our  joy  is  tempered,  however,  with  deep 
concern  for  those  who  remain  in  captivity. 
We  call  once  again  for  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  release  of  all  those  who  are 
held  hostage  outside  the  process  of  law.  The 


two  remaining  American  hostages  and  the 
other  hostages  held  in  Lebanon  must  be 
freed  at  once  and  reunited  with  their  loved 
ones.  We  call  also  for  a  full  accounting  of 
those  who  have  died  in  captivity  and  the 
return  of  their  remains.  We  support  the  ini¬ 
tiative  of  the  Secretary-General  of  the 
United  Nations  and  rejoice  in  the 
progress  that  he  has  made  towards 
ending  this  tragedy. 


Message  on  the  Observance  of  Hanukkah 
December  2,  1991 


I  am  delighted  to  send  greetings  to  Jews 
in  the  United  States  and  throughout  the 
world  as  you  celebrate  Hanukkah. 

This  holiday  of  renewal  and  dedication  is 
a  tribute  to  the  enduring  values  of  faith  and 
freedom.  For  more  than  2,000  years,  Jews 
have  kindled  the  lights  of  the  menorah  to 
celebrate  the  victory  of  the  Maccabees  over 
religious  tyranny.  However,  the  real  mira¬ 
cle  of  Hanukkah  is  much  more  profound. 
When  Judah  Maccabee  and  his  followers 
prepared  to  rededicate  the  Temple  in  Jeru¬ 
salem,  they  found  only  a  small  cruse  of  oil 
that  had  not  been  defiled,  and  it  contained 
only  enough  oil  to  light  the  menorah  for 
one  night.  Miraculously,  it  lasted  for  eight 


days  and  nights  until  more  oil  could  be  se¬ 
cured.  Thus,  Hanukkah  is  as  much  a  festival 
of  spiritual  freedom  as  it  is  a  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  Jewish  people’s  struggle  against 
political  oppression. 

As  you  gather  with  family  and  friends 
during  Hanukkah,  I  know  that  you  will  be 
offering  special  prayers  for  a  lasting  peace 
for  Israel,  the  Middle  East  and  the  world. 
Today,  many  people — people  of  all  faiths 
and  all  walks  of  life — share  in  that  great 
hope. 

Barbara  joins  me  in  sending  best  wishes 
for  a  joyous  Hanukkah. 

George  Bush 


Remarks  to  Tropicana  Employees  in  Bradenton,  Florida 
December  3,  1991 


Thank  you,  Feng,  and  thank  you,  Alton, 
and  all  of  you.  Fm  sure  you  all  were 
dunned  for  your  participation  in  that 
present.  But  it’s  a  beauty.  And  I  see  the 
medical  department  RN’s  instructing  me  to 
say  hello  to  Barbara  Bush,  which  I  will  be 
happy — and  she  will  be  thrilled  to  see  this, 


I’ll  tell  you.  And  thank  you  all  for  the  warm 
welcome.  And  Barry  Brinson,  thanks  for  the 
introduction.  And  I’m  just  pleased  to  be 
with  you  all.  I’m  glad  to  see  my  old  friend 
Edgar  Bronfman,  who  just  spoke  to  you; 
William  Pietersen,  Tropicana’s  able  presi¬ 
dent;  and  to  be  here  with  my  good  friend 
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Senator  Connie  Mack  and  then  the  two 
Congressmen  from  rght  in  here,  Andy  Ire¬ 
land  and  Porter  Goss,  both  good  men  too. 
And  to  all  the  men  and  women  who  work 
here  at  this  exciting  and  productive  facility, 
thank  you  for  your  warm  hospitality. 

And  I  wish  that  each  of  you  could  have 
been  with  me.  You’ve  seen  it  a  thousand 
times,  but  I  love  that  infectious  enthusiasm 
of  the  men  and  women  that  were  showing 
me  parts  of  this  wonderful  operation.  They 
made  me  feel  right  at  home,  and  so  do  all 
of  you.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

I  promise  you — please  be  seated  out 
there.  No,  I’m  going  to  be  brief.  I  came 
here  really,  I  mean  this,  to  look  and  to 
listen  and  to  learn.  I’m  delighted  with  what 
I’ve  seen,  a  successful  American  company 
with  a  great  work  force  in  a  fiercely  com¬ 
petitive  industry.  In  our  household,  where 
we  have  grandchildren  coming  and  going 
all  the  time,  sometimes  we  feel  as  though 
we’re  keeping  both  the  fruit  juice  industry 
and  the  soft  drink  industry  in  business  all  by 
ourselves.  So,  I’m  glad  to  see  where  it’s 
coming  from. 

American  consumers  are  big  winners  be¬ 
cause  of  the  robust  competition  in  this  busi¬ 
ness.  You  and  your  competitors  have  taken 
up  the  challenge  to  create  an  appetizing 
array  of  new  products.  Here  and  on  other 
travels  to  workplaces  around  the  country,  I 
see  an  accelerating  commitment  to  quality, 
to  world-class  performance.  I’ve  seen  first¬ 
hand  the  revolution  in  organization  and 
management:  Companies  are  getting  the 
lead  out  and  cutting  the  bureaucracy  and 
making  sustainable  gains  in  productivity, 
gains  that  will  be  sustained,  I  might  add. 

American  companies  have  made  an  un¬ 
precedented  commitment  to  education  to 
training,  an  effort  that  fits  well  with  our 
America  2000  education  strategy  to  revolu¬ 
tionize  American  education  by  the  dawn  of 
the  new  century  so  that  your  kids  are  going 
to  be  able  to  compete  with  any  kids  any¬ 
where  in  the  world  in  terms  of  brainpower 
in  terms  of  education. 

And  I  wanted  to  especially  single  this 
country  out  because,  you  see,  our  businesses 
are  taking  tough,  effective  measures  to  fight 
drug  abuse  in  the  workplace.  They  know 
that  a  drug-free  workplace  is  another  essen- 
tial  requirement  for  a  competitive  industry. 


I  have  the  highest  praise  for  Tropicana’ 
antidrug  program,  and  I’m  deeply  gratefu 
to  your  former  president,  Bob  Soran,  an< 
vice  president,  Martin  Gutfreund,  for  thei 
hard  work  with  my  Presidential  Drug  Advi 
sory  Council. 

Just  a  couple  of  weeks  ago.  Bob  came  u] 
to  Camp  David,  along  with  some  other  busi 
ness  and  labor  people,  and  came  up  then 
to  Camp  David  to  brief  me  on  this  compre 
hensive  nationwide  program  to  make  th< 
workplace  drug-free.  And  you  can  be  prou( 
that  your  company  is  out  front  setting  ai 
example  for  companies  around  the  world 
especially  in  this  country. 

You  know,  American  companies  are  ex 
panding,  working  hard  to  expand  exports 
And  we’re  succeeding.  American  firms  an 
muscling  their  way  into  world  markets  witl 
success  and  with  skill  and  with  drive.  Anc 
with  every  billion  dollars,  a  lot  of  American 
don’t  understand  this,  with  every  billioi 
dollars  of  manufactured  exports  they’re  ere 
ating  20,000  more  jobs  for  Americans. 

In  some  cases  the  Government  plays  i 
vital  role  in  helping  companies  export.  Th< 
trade  negotiators  in  our  administration  have 
worked  intensely  to  open  up,  for  example 
Japan’s  consumer  markets.  Thanks  to  these 
free  and  fair  trade  policies  and  to  the  skill; 
of  our  agriculture  and  trade  officials,  Japai 
will  drop  its  prohibitive  quota  system  or 
orange  juice  and  throw  its  market  wide 
open  to  American  orange  juice,  effective 
next  April.  And  we  will  be  able  to  compete 
in  that  market.  And  believe  me,  it’s  going 
to  mean  more  jobs  right  here. 

I’ve  just  mentioned  some  of  the  top-prior 
ity  economic  business  issues:  The  quality 
revolution,  the  educational  excellence,  the 
drug-free  workplaces,  successful  positioning 
in  foreign  markets.  And  each  of  these  doe: 
play  a  profoundly  important  role  in  our  Na 
tion’s  long-term  economic  well-being.  Eacl 
of  these  stems  not  so  much  from  Govern 
ment  machination  as  from  private  initiative 
from  Main  Street  America’s  sweat  anc 
muscle  and  brainpower  and  will,  and  fron 
the  excellence  of  the  people  that  are  ou 
there  on  the  lines  doing  the  work. 

In  my  younger  years  I  was  an  entrepre 
neur.  That’s  a  big  word  for  meaning  a  smal 
business  guy.  And  just  out  of  college,  m3 
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partners  and  I  started  a  couple  of  really 
small  companies,  and  we  worked  hard  to 
help  them  survive  and  grow  and  create  jobs 
in  our  community  way  out  there  in  Odessa 
and  Midland,  Texas,  in  West  Texas.  That 
helped  me  a  lot  in  life  because  I  want  to 
take  my  stand  with  the  millions  of  entrepre¬ 
neurs,  small  businessmen,  working  people 
who  live  in  the  real  world  and  understand 
what  makes  this  country  work. 

On  fiscal  and  monetary  policy,  we  have 
some  good  fundamentals  in  place.  Interest 
rates,  fortunately,  are  down.  And  Fm  going 
to  work  hard  to  try  to  keep  them  down. 
Inflation  seems  to  be  under  control  right 
now,  and  that’s  good.  But  much  more  needs 
to  be  done.  Fm  talking  now  about  the  econ¬ 
omy  nationwide.  We  can’t  sit  back  and 
hope  for  the  best.  We  all  know  that  too 
many  people  are  having  a  tough  time  right 
now. 

And  Fm  hearing  about  it  in  conversations 
with  working  people.  And  Fm  reading 
hardship  stories  in  letters  people  write.  I 
can’t  tell  you  I  read  every  letter  I  get  up 
there;  it’s  a  tremendous  volume.  But  I  got 
to  see  a  lot  of  them.  And  I  do  understand. 
And  I  am  concerned.  And  I  really  want  to 
help.  And  I  know  that  for  a  person  out  of  a 
job,  for  that  person,  the  unemployment  rate 
is  a  hurtful  100  percent. 

So,  we’ve  got  to  do  more  to  get  this  econ¬ 
omy  on  the  move.  And  I  think  you  probably 
know,  I  hope  you  do  at  least,  that  I’ve  been 
fighting  since  1989  for  a  cut  in  the  capital 
gains  to  stimulate  investment  which  creates 
new  jobs.  And  Fm  going  to  keep  on  fighting 
for  it.  This  is  one  of  the  most  productive  tax 
changes  one  could  devise.  And  the  benefici¬ 
aries  of  this  will  be  the  people  that  are  out 
of  work  looking  for  jobs  and  these  small 
business  people.  And  yes,  a  cut  in  that  cap¬ 
ital  gains  tax  will  also  mean  more  money  in 
the  pocket  for  Americans  who  sell  their 
homes. 

So  capital  gains  relief  is  only  part  of  our 
program.  This  coming  week,  I  believe  it 
will  be  this  coming  week,  Fm  going  to  be 
signing  a  very  important  transportation  bill 
that  creates  new  jobs  while  helping  to  re¬ 
build  the  infrastructure  in  our  country.  Fm 
working  for  a  research  tax  credit  to  help 
these  new  technologies  create  more  jobs. 
And  I  believe  Mr.  Pietersen  could  assert  to 


the  importance  of  our  staying  out  front, 
whether  it’s  in  this  industry  or  others,  on 
research  and  development. 

We’re  working  for  new  IRA’s.  I  imagine  a 
lot  of  you  have  IRA’s  when  you  try  to  save. 
We’re  trying  to  get  them — that  will  help 
the  first-time  homebuyer — and  bank  reform 
legislation  to  help  America  enjoy  diversified 
financial  services  designed  for  the  next  cen¬ 
tury,  help  out  there  in  the  future  as  well  as 
now.  And  Fm  determined  to  leave  no  stone 
unturned  in  an  effort  to  promote  economic 
growth. 

I  have  enjoyed  this  chance  to  see  what 
you’re  doing.  I  admit  it’s  just  a  bird’s-eye 
view  out  there,  if  you’ll  excuse  the  expres¬ 
sion.  But  I  really  believe  that  I’ve  learned  a 
lot  from  listening  to  the  people  working  in 
this  marvelous  facility,  getting  their 
thoughts  about  where  the  country  is 
headed.  Quite  frankly,  being  with  you  here 
today  refreshes  me.  And  I  am  proud  of  your 
hard  work,  of  your  management  skill,  of 
your  commitment  to  fight  the  drug  scourge. 
1  like  the  hand  that  the  previous  speaker 
got  in  terms  of  this,  fighting  these  drugs. 
This  is,  oh,  it’s  so  important  to  the  families 
in  this  country  that  we  succeed.  And  when 
I  say  we,  I  don’t  mean  just  Washington.  I 
mean  the  communities,  families,  Points  of 
Light  all  across  our  country.  We  have  got  to 
beat  back  this  scourge  of  drugs  that  are 
poisoning  the  young  people  in  this  country. 

And  so  I  am  proud  of  your  hard  work  and 
your  skills,  as  I  say,  and  what  I  mentioned 
earlier  on,  the  passion  and  the  genius  that  I 
felt  from  the  individual  workers  I  met  and 
all  of  you  for  getting  ever  more  attractive 
products  into  a  demanding  market. 

This  is  an  exciting,  tough  time,  but  an 
exciting  time  to  be  President  of  the  United 
States.  We’re  moving  towards  a  much  more 
peaceful  world.  And  I  take  some  pride  that 
we’ve  got  a  good  team  that  have  been 
working  for  that.  We  set  back  aggression 
halfway  around  the  world  less  than  a  year 
ago  when  we  taught  Saddam  Hussein  a  real 
lesson. 

Now  what  I  want  to  take  is  this  new¬ 
found  credibility  of  the  United  States — and 
believe  me,  it  is  strong  around  the  world — 
and  use  it  to  get  into  these  foreign  markets 
which  means  more  jobs  for  American  work- 
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ers,  more  jobs  for  the  people  of  Florida.  So, 
I’m  going  to  keep  on  trying  my  hardest. 
Fve  learned  from  you. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  greatest  coun¬ 
try  on  the  face  of  the  Earth.  Thank  you  so 
much. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11  a.m.  at  Tro - 
picana  Products ,  Inc.  In  his  remarks,  the 
President  referred  to  Edgar  M.  Bronfman, 
chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Seagram  Co.,  Ltd.;  and  Tropicana  employ¬ 
ees  Feng  Woods ,  Alton  Perkins,  and  Barry 
Brinson ,  who  presented  the  President  with  a 
ship's  wheel. 


Remarks  to  Peavey  Electronics  Employees  in  Meridian,  Mississippi 
December  3,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much  for  this 
welcome.  Ill  tell  you,  this  is  a  great  day  for 
me,  a  wonderful  day  for  me.  And  I  just 
can’t  tell  you  how  much  I  appreciate  your 
warm  welcome.  I  have  only  one  regret,  and 
that  is  that  Barbara’s  not  here  to  join  in  this. 
Frankly,  I  think  she’s  doing  a  great  job  for 
our  country,  and  this  would  be  wonderful 
for  her  morale.  But  I’ll  tell  you - [ap¬ 

plause]. 

The  other  day,  we  presented  the  Medal 
of  Freedom  to  one  of  the  great  athletes  of 


our  time,  Ted  Williams,  former  slugger,  you 
know,  for  the  Boston  Red  Sox.  And  he  did 
something  he’s  never  done  before.  He  wore 
a  necktie.  And  Hartley— [laughter]— I  un¬ 
derstand  that.  Regardless  of  what  you  had 
to  wear  and  how  uncomfortable  you  might 
be,  you  and  Melia  have  got  this  wonderful 
way  of  making  me  feel  at  home.  And  every¬ 
body  that’s  worked  on  this  visit  and  to  all  of 
those  here  who  are  responsible  for  the  ar¬ 
rangements  and  the  advance  and  the  com¬ 
munications  and  all  of  that,  I  promise  you 
we  will  leave  on  time  and  not  hang  out 
here  so  to  burden  you  further.  But  for  us 
it  s  been  a  wonderful  visit,  and  all  of  our 
people  have  enjoyed  working  with  you  all. 

I  want  to  salute,  of  course,  my  closest 
friend  m  the  United  States  Congress,  Sonny 
Montgomery,  who  represents  Meridian 

S’h  rS  f y  h0W  pleased  I  am  to  be 
with  him.  And  I  want  to  tell  you  how  proud 

rW  Ky°Ur  nT  Govern°r-elect,  Kirk  For- 

here  Yhon1SHWlth  US  today  sitting  right  over 
here.  You  do  a  great  job  for  our  State 

Mayor  Jimmy  Kemp,  thank  you,  sir  for 
greeting  us  at  the  airport  and  being  with  us 


And  I  want  to  thank  Meridian’s  High  School 
Marching  Band;  single  out,  of  course,  the 
Restless  Heart.  They’re  good  anyway,  but 
when  you  give  them  a  good  sound  system, 
look  what  they  can  do.  I  mean,  it’s  fantastic. 

I  also  want  to  thank  Reverend  Followell 
for  his  invocation  and  Gil  Carmichael,  who 
is  serving  in  Washington,  DC,  a  longtime 
Meridian  who  flew  down  with  me  today  on 
Air  Force  One,  and  all  the  rest  of  you. 

I  think  best  of  all  for  me  on  this  day, 
though,  it  is  to  see  the  people  behind  the 
power  of  Peavey.  I  sensed  it  when  I  walked 
in  here,  the  feeling  of  this  company,  the 
pride  in  what  you  have  accomplished.  It  is  a 
true  American  story,  and  each  and  every 
one  of  you  is  a  part  of  it. 

Someone  once  told  me  that  Hartley 
Peavey  wanted  to  be  a  rock  star  but  found 
out  he  was  better  at  making  amplifiers. 
That’s  okay.  I  always  wanted  to  be  number 
one  at  the  White  House,  but  you  know  Bar¬ 
bara.  [Laughter]  So,  you  all  have  got  to  do 
what  you  do,  you  know. 

But  it  is  great  to  be  back  in  your  Magno¬ 
lia  State,  in  the  birthplace  of  so  much  great 
American  music.  And  it’s  great  to  meet  the 
people  who’ve  made  Peavey  the  largest  am¬ 
plifier  manufacturer  in  the  world.  Looking 
around,  I’m  beginning  to  understand  this 
motto,  ‘‘People  Growing  Together.” 

Whether  it’s  employees  like  Sallie  Weath¬ 
ers,  still  part  of  the  Peavey  family  at  71;  or 
like  Susan  Roddy,  with  achievements  in  life¬ 
long  learning;  or  people  like  Belinda  Bates, 
David  McCarty,  and  other  Peavey  heroes 
who  helped  win  the  Gulf  war — we’re  grate¬ 
ful  to  them — I  think  you’ve  really  clearly 
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demonstrated,  and  I  hope  this  visit  ampli¬ 
fies  this  around  the  country,  that  quality 
people  do  mean  quality  products. 

Hartley  once  remarked  that  “Fat  cats 
don’t  hunt.”  Well,  Peavey’s  been  prowling 
the  global  marketplace  with  a  hunger  that 
won’t  quit.  You  export,  I’m  told,  to  103 
countries,  accounting  for  more  than  40  per¬ 
cent  of  your  sales.  Two  amplifiers  are  top 
sellers  in  Japan.  Peavey  proves  that  more 
foreign  exports  means  more  American  jobs. 
Ask  the  man,  ask  Hartley;  by  playing  a  criti¬ 
cal  role  in  our  Secretary  of  Commerce’s 
Japan  Corporate  Program,  he  knows  what 
I’m  talking  about.  Cracking  foreign  mar¬ 
kets,  that  means  creating  more  economic 
growth  and  more  American  jobs. 

Some  in  the  Congress  have  tried  to  set  up 
a  false  division  between  foreign  policy  and 
domestic  priorities.  But  I  think  they’re 
wrong.  Anyone  who’s  on  the  frontlines  of 
foreign  competition  knows  that  fighting  the 
battles  against  foreign  protectionism  means 
a  winning  war  on  the  homefront.  These 
things  are  related.  And  with  a  level  playing 
field,  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  Ameri¬ 
can  workers  can  outinnovate,  outperform, 
and  outproduce  any  competition  on  Earth. 

You’re  doing  your  part,  and  I’m  going  to 
keep  on  trying  to  do  mine.  I’ll  soon  be 
going  over  to  Asia,  where  Hartley  has  just 
been,  pushing  to  open  the  markets  of  South 
Korea  and  Japan  to  American  products  and 
services.  Asia  is  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
export  markets,  and  exports  are  the  strong¬ 
est  sector,  in  tough  times,  the  strongest 
sector  of  our  economy.  Right  here  in  this 
great  State,  more  than  43,000  jobs  are 
export  driven.  And  overall,  every  billion 
dollars  in  manufacturers’  exports  means 
20,000  jobs. 

As  a  Nation,  we  must  address  today’s 
problems  and  tomorrow’s  promise  in  a 
world  united  in  strong  economic  competi¬ 
tion,  not  frozen,  thank  God,  anymore  in  nu¬ 
clear  conflict.  Over  the  years  we  have  built 
a  foundation  in  this  new,  revitalized  world. 
And  there  are  some  tough  things  out  there, 
but  some  encouraging  things.  Inflation  is 
down.  Interest  rates  have  fallen  to  the 
lowest  level  in  years.  Our  exports  have  sky¬ 
rocketed,  as  I  said,  80  percent  in  the  last  5 
years.  And  again,  that  does  mean  good  jobs 
across  the  country  for  men  and  women. 


But  this  is  no  time — I’m  not  here  to  sing 
some  Pollyanna-ish  view — this  is  no  time  to 
sit  back  and  hope  for  the  best.  Too  many 
Americans  are  having  a  tough  time  making 
ends  meet.  And  many  people  wonder,  and  I 
can  understand  this,  how  a  President  in  that 
magnificent  White  House  that  I’m  honored 
to  live  in,  wonder  how  a  President  under¬ 
stands  what  goes  on  outside  Washington, 
living  there,  especially  the  people  that  are 
struggling  across  our  country  to  make  ends 
meet.  Well,  here’s  how,  at  least  part  of  it: 
I’ve  traveled  to  48  States  since  I’ve  been 
President,  talking  and  meeting  with  people 
and  listening  and  learning.  And  then,  of 
course,  you  do  still  get  mail.  I  can’t  say  I  get 
it  all.  Don’t  write  in  necessarily,  but — 
[laughter] — no,  but  do,  because  we  learn 
from  that.  And  I  see  the  mail,  and  I’m  con¬ 
cerned,  and  I  want  to  help.  I  do  know  that 
for  a  person  out  of  a  job,  that  for  him  or 
her,  that  unemployment  rate  is  100  per¬ 
cent. 

So  over  in  Bradenton  today,  I  was  over 
there,  and  earlier  I  received  a  letter  from 
someone  who  lived  there,  Bradenton,  Flori¬ 
da,  who  told  me  that  he  was  concerned 
with  what  was  happening  in  our  country. 
And  sadly,  he  told  me  about  being  out  of 
work  for  almost  3  years.  Well,  you  know, 
these  are  touching  things;  reading  letters 
like  this  are  disheartening.  But  a  President 
needs  to  know  that  people  out  there  are 
feeling  the  pinch  of  hard  times,  who  aren’t 
looking  for  just  another  handout,  but  who 
need  a  hand  up.  And  I’m  determined  to 
leave  no  stone  unturned  in  our  efforts  to 
get  this  national  economy  on  the  move. 

I  think,  and  I  think  Congressman  Mont¬ 
gomery  would  agree  with  this,  I  think  the 
Governor-elect  would  agree  that  this  new 
transportation  bill  that  has  just  passed  is 
good.  I  intend  to  sign  it  soon.  It  means 
growth,  and  again,  for  those  out  of  work,  it 
does  mean  jobs,  getting  some  of  this  con¬ 
struction  underway.  There’s  something  the 
Federal  Government  has  a  responsibility 
for.  Congress  lived  up  to  that  responsibility. 
And  I  think  that  will  help  soon. 

I’ve  also  asked  Congress  to  pass  an  impor¬ 
tant  series  of  initiatives  that  would  help  put 
Americans  back  to  work  and  set  us  on  a 
long-term  economic  growth  track:  Tax  in- 
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centives,  for  example,  to  unleash  invest¬ 
ment;  reforms  to  reform  the  banking 
system.  It  hasn’t  been  reformed  at  all  since 
the  mid- thirties.  So,  we’ve  got  to  compete: 
Our  banks  are  uncompetitive;  reforms  to 
strengthen  our  educational  system;  initia¬ 
tives  to  keep  the  health  care  costs  that  are 
driving  families  into  real  trouble,  keep 
those  down.  And  together,  I  believe  that 
these  measures  would  help  the  American 
economy. 

I  didn’t  come  down  here  to  talk  politics, 
but  unfortunately — I  will  say  this — the  Con¬ 
gress  did  not  act  on  the  economic  growth 
program  that  I  sent  to  the  Hill  9  months 
ago,  nor  did  they  send  me  its  own  package 
of  growth  measures. 

So  I  know,  I’m  well  aware  of  this,  and  I 
expect  everybody  around  here  is,  you’ve 
just  been  through  an  election  cycle.  And 
now  we’re  fixin’  to  go  into  another,  a  na¬ 
tional  one,  and  I  know  we’re  about  to  enter 
that.  And  I  know  that  both  parties  will 
spend  a  lot  of  time  shooting  at  each  other. 
That’s  already  started.  You  can  see  it  every 
night  on  television.  And  I  haven’t  gotten 
warmed  up  yet,  incidentally,  on  that. 
[Laughter]  But  this  is  where  we  are.  And  in 
our  system  of  government,  it’s  understand¬ 
able  that  the  opposition  will  attack  the 
President  aggressively.  There’s  nothing  new 
about  this. 

But  when  people  are  hurting — here’s  the 
point  I  wanted  to  make  to  you  all  and 
through  you  by  word  of  mouth  to  your 
neighbors  and  friends,  maybe  some  who 
aren’t  lucky  enough  to  have  a  job  here — I 
think  when  people  are  hurting,  a  President 
has  got  to  find  ways  to  set  this  aside  and  to 
get  the  job  done.  And  Congress  now  has 
left  town.  It  was  a  tough  and  bitter  session 
up  there,  as  Sonny  knows  very  well.  And 
while  many  people,  including  me,  would 
have  liked  to  see  some  of  the  action  taken, 
constructive  action  on  the  economy,  we 
now  have  a  few  weeks,  very  few,  in  which 
elected  officials  can  cool  off,  hear  from  their 
constituents,  and  hopefully  come  back  in 
January  ready  to  act  on  an  effective  plan  of 
action  that  I’m  going  to  send  out  there  to 
the  American  people  in  the  State  of  the 
Union  Message. 

And  when  I  give  that  address,  I’m  going 
to  ask  Congress  to  do  what  I’m  talking 


about  here:  Set  aside  briefly,  and  it  can  only 
be  briefly  because  of  the  year,  ’92,  set  aside 
election-year  politics  at  least  long  enough  to 
enact  a  commonsense  set  of  economic  re¬ 
forms.  And  then  afterward,  as  the  election 
season  unfolds,  let  the  partisan  politics  flair 
up  again.  But  every  once  in  a  while,  it  is  a 
President’s  responsibility  to  try  to  get  the 
political  climate  set  aside  and  get  something 
done  to  help  the  American  people.  And  I 
want  you  to  know  I’m  going  to  try  to  do 
just  that. 

Sonny  and  I  had  a  colleague — I  don’t 
think  he  ever  voted  with  me  when  he  was 
alive,  side  by  side  on  some  of  the  issues,  but 
he  was  a  good  man — Claude  Pepper  from 
Florida,  a  venerable  Democrat,  kind  of  a 
legend  in  his  time.  And  he  said,  “If  more 
politicians  in  this  country  were  thinking 
about  the  next  generation  instead  of  the 
next  election,  it  might  be  better  for  the 
United  States  and  the  world.”  Well,  the  guy 
was  talking  some  real  truth  there. 

And  if  we  can  come  together  now  as  a 
country,  as  legislators  and  as  the  Presi¬ 
dent— I’ll  take  my  share — long  enough  to 
put  principle  and  programs  before  partisan¬ 
ship  and  pride,  it  is  my  belief  that  America, 
as  Faulkner  might  have  put  it,  “will  not 
merely  endure;  it  will  prevail.” 

And  I  will  go  back  to  Washington  reinvig¬ 
orated  by  what  I’ve  seen  here,  this  kind  of 
can-do  spirit.  I  will  go  back  with  my  re¬ 
newed  sense  of  pride.  I  wish  some  of  you 
could  have  seen  the  wonderful  reception  at 
the  airport,  some  of  the  kids  that  served  us 
so  admirably  in  Desert  Storm  out  there  to 
say  hello  when  this  marvelous  Air  Force 
One  taxied  up.  And  I  might  say  to  those 
here  that  were  involved  in  it,  it  is  my  firm 
belief  that  what  our  young  men  and  women 
did  in  Desert  Storm  has  given  the  United 
States  of  America  a  new-found  respect  and 
credibility  all  around  the  world.  There  is  no 
question  about  that. 

So,  what  I  want  to  do  as  we  work  for 
peace  and  work  to  handle  the  changes  that 
are  happening  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
bring  parties  together  for  peace  in  the 
Middle  East,  what  I  also  want  to  do  is  to 
take  that  new-found  credibility,  use  it  to 
hammer  our  way  into  these  markets  of 
Europe,  these  markets  of  Asia  so  we  will 
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have  more  access,  we  will  have  more  ready 
access  to  those  markets.  And  that  means 
more  products  like  the  ones  you  make, 
other  products  being  made  for  export  across 
this  country,  going  into  these  foreign  mar¬ 
kets. 

The  world  is  small.  Foreign  policy  and 
domestic,  they  interact  today.  And  this  is  an 
exciting  and  wonderful  time  to  be  President 
of  the  United  States.  I  can’t  tell  you  how 
emotional  and  strong  I  feel  about  what  I’ve 
seen  right  here  today.  This  is  the  American 
dream  in  action. 


Thank  you  all,  and  may  God  bless  our 
country.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  2:45  p.m.  In 
his  remarks ,  the  President  referred  to  Hart¬ 
ley  D.  Peavey ,  chairman  and  chief  executive 
officer,  and  Melia  Peavey ,  president,  Peavey 
Electronics;  Restless  Heart,  a  country  music 
group  who  performed  the  national  anthem ; 
Reverend  Bob  Followell,  pastor  of  Carmel 
Baptist  Church  in  Meridian;  and  Gilbert  E. 
Carmichael,  Federal  Railroad  Administra¬ 
tor. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Release  of  American 
Hostage  Alann  Steen 
December  3,  1991 


With  great  pleasure  we  received  the 
news  of  Alann  Steen’s  release  after  nearly  5 
years  of  unjust  captivity  in  Lebanon.  We 
join  his  friends  and  family  in  relief  at  his 
safe  return. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  successful  efforts 
of  the  Secretary-General  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  this  endeavor  and  for  their  contri¬ 
butions,  thank  also  the  Governments  of 
Iran,  Syria,  and  Lebanon. 


The  task  is  not  completed,  however.  We 
remember  Terry  Anderson  and  the  other 
hostages  still  held  outside  the  process  of  law 
in  the  region.  Once  again,  we  call  for  their 
immediate  and  unconditional  release,  for  a 
full  accounting  of  those  who  have  died  in 
captivity,  and  for  a  return  of  their  remains. 
They  must  be  returned  to  their  loved  ones, 
and  this  tragic  practice  of  hostage  taking 
must  cease. 


Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation 
Staff  to  the  President 
December  3,  1991 

Dear  John, 

I  now  have  your  letter  resigning  as  Chief 
of  Staff  effective  December  15th.  It  is  with 
reluctance,  regret  and  a  sense  of  personal 
loss  that  I  accept  your  resignation  as  Chief 
of  Staff. 

I  am  very  pleased,  however,  that  you 
have  agreed  to  remain  as  a  Counsellor  to 
the  President,  with  Cabinet  rank,  through 
March  1,  1992. 

During  the  period,  December  15th  to 
March  1,  you  will  be  an  official  member  of 
my  administration  and  I  will  continue  to 
seek  your  counsel  on  the  important  issues 


of  John  H.  Sununu  as  Chief  of 


facing  our  country. 

John,  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  write  this 
letter  both  for  professional  reasons  and  for 
personal  reasons. 

On  the  professional  side,  thanks  to  your 
leadership  we  have  made  significant  accom¬ 
plishments  for  which  you  deserve  great 
credit. 

Working  with  others  here  in  the  White 
House,  throughout  the  administration,  and 
on  Capitol  Hill,  you  have  played  a  major 
role  in  achieving  some  of  our  significant 
goals. 
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I  will  not  attempt  to  list  each  legislative 
achievement  for  which  you  deserve  an 
awful  lot  of  personal  credit.  Having  said 
that,  your  adherence  to  principle  and  your 
endless  hours  at  the  negotiating  table  were 
clearly  instrumental  in  achieving  good 
Clean  Air  Legislation;  the  ADA  Bill  and  the 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  91,  both  of  which  moved 
this  country  forward  in  a  sensible  way; 
groundbreaking  Child  Care  legislation  that 
strengthened  the  principle  of  family  choice; 
and  a  budget  agreement  that  for  the  first 
time  in  history  put  real  enforceable  caps  on 
discretionary  government  spending.  For  all 
of  this  and  much,  much  more,  I  am  very 
grateful  to  you. 

In  your  letter,  you  generously  mention 
my  family  and  our  personal  relationship. 
The  longer  I  serve  as  President  the  more 
importance  I  place  on  true  friendships — 
friendships  tested  by  fire  and  time.  Ours  is 
such  a  friendship.  Barbara  feels  this  way. 
Our  four  sons  feel  this  way  and  so  of  course 
does  Dorothy. 

You  have  never  wavered  in  your  loyalty 
to  us  and  more  importantly,  your  loyalty  to 
the  principles  and  goals  of  this  administra¬ 
tion.  You  have  indeed  helped  with  the 
issues  and  you  have  intercepted  many  of 
the  “arrows”  aimed  my  way. 

Thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  grate¬ 
ful  heart  for  your  distinguished  service.  I 
look  forward  to  working  with  you  in  the 
future,  first  as  Counsellor  inside  govern¬ 
ment  and  then  as  a  trusted  advisor  outside 
government. 

And,  yes,  from  my  vantage  point  and  our 
families  as  well,  the  friendship  we  treasure 
is  stronger  than  ever. 

I  hope  you  and  Nancy,  free  of  the  enor¬ 
mous  pressures  of  the  office  you  have 
served  so  well,  will  enjoy  life  to  its  fullest. 
You  deserve  the  best. 

Most  sincerely  from  this  grateful  Presi¬ 
dent, 

George  Bush 


Dear  Mr.  President , 

A  little  over  three  years  ago  you  asked 
me  to  be  your  Chief  of  Staff.  I  eagerly  and 
appreciatively  accepted. 


Over  these  years  it  has  been  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  and  satisfying  experiences  of 
my  life  to  serve  a  President  whom  I  admire, 
respect  and  will  always  consider  a  dear 
friend. 

These  have  been  amazing  times  for  the 
world  and  the  nation;  they  have  been  excit¬ 
ing  and  thrilling  times  for  me.  I  am  truly 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  have  been  a 
part  of  it. 

But  most  of  all,  from  a  purely  personal 
perspective,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  fun 
we  have  had  these  last  three  years.  In  a  way 
that  will  be  very  difficult  for  historians  to 
capture,  this  White  House  was  an  unbeliev¬ 
ably  “fun  place”  to  work.  You,  the  Vice 
President,  Scowcroft,  Gates  and  I  proved 
we  could  do  very  serious  things  well  with¬ 
out  taking  the  process  or  ourselves  too  seri¬ 
ously.  I  believe  that  chemistry,  friendship, 
caring  and  irreverence  was  a  singularly 
unique  period  for  the  Oval  office,  probably 
impossible  ever  to  replicate.  You  were  just 
great  to  let  us  do  it  that  way. 

I  must  also  take  this  opportunity  to  tell 
you  again  how  proud  I  am  of  the  White 
House  staff  you  allowed  me  to  put  together. 
They  will  eventually  be  recognized  as  the 
most  talented,  mutually  supportive,  cooper¬ 
ative  team  ever  to  serve  a  President.  In 
fact,  one  of  the  challenges  ahead  of  us  will 
be  to  make  very  clear  the  significance  of  all 
you  and  they  have  accomplished  in  the  do¬ 
mestic  area  as  well  as  in  foreign  policy. 

I  have  always  said  I  wanted  to  serve  as 
Chief  of  Staff  as  long  as  I  could  contribute 
to  your  success  and  help  deal  effectively 
with  both  the  issues  and  the  arrows.  Until 
recently  I  was  convinced  that  even  with  the 
distorted  perceptions  being  created,  I  could 
be  a  strong  contributor  to  your  efforts  and 
success. 

But  in  politics,  especially  during  the  sea- 
sons  of  a  political  campaign,  perceptions 
that  can  be  effectively  dealt  with  at  other 
times,  can  be — and  will  be— -converted  into 
real  political  negatives.  And  I  would  never 
want  to  not  be  contributing  positively, 
much  less  be  a  drag  on  your  success.  There- 
fore,  as  we  enter  the  contentious  climate  of 
a  political  campaign,  I  believe  it  is  in  your 
best  interest  for  me  to  resign  as  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
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effective  December  15,  1991. 

As  much  as  I  will  truly  miss  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  continue  to  work  in  the  West  Wing 
with  you  and  my  other  friends  there,  I  want 
you  to  know  how  strong  and  positive  and 
upbeat  I  feel  about  doing  this.  I  think  you 
know  that  the  responsibility  and  authority 
(contrary  to  the  legends  out  there)  never 
meant  as  much  to  me  as  the  chance  to  assist 
you  to  be  (and  to  be  recognized)  a  great 
President.  I  intend  to  continue  that  effort  as 
an  ordinary  citizen,  with  all  the  benefits 
that  accrue  to  man  and  family  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  of  our  magnificent  system. 

I  assure  you  that  in  pit  bull  mode  or 
pussey  cat  mode  (your  choice,  as  always)  I 
am  ready  to  help. 


I  also  want  to  thank  Barbara  and  all  the 
Bush  clan  for  being  such  wonderful  friends 
and  strong  supporters  even  during  the 
toughest  of  days.  Nancy  and  I  and  our 
family  will  always  remember  and  cherish 
that  kindness  and  friendship.  I  hope  we  will 
all  have  a  chance  to  share  a  few  laughs  over 
the  holidays. 

Thanks  again  for  the  privilege  of  serving 
you  and  this  wonderful  country.  It  really 
has  been  great!!! 

Sincerely  and  respectfully, 

John  H.  Sununu 

Note:  These  letters  were  made  available  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  but  were 
not  issued  as  White  House  press  releases . 


Remarks  to  the  American  Enterprise  Institute 
December  4,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  And, 
Chris,  thank  you  for  that  warm  introduc¬ 
tion.  And  let  me  also  single  out  my  tennis 
opponent  the  other  day,  Paul  Orrefice,  your 
chairman,  and  thank  him  for  his  service  to 
this  outstanding  institution,  which  I  was 
privileged  to  serve  in  a  brief  period  of  time 
back  in  the  seventies.  And  I  want  to  say 
how  pleased  I  am  that  Nick  Brady,  our  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  is  with  us  today. 

And  then  finally,  to  salute  Irving  Kristol, 
honored  by  AEI  with  this  year's  Francis 
Boyer  Award.  He's  out  here  somewhere, 
and  it  hasn't  been  actually  handed  to  him. 
But  I'm  told  I'm  not  blowing  the  cover  by — 
here  he  is  over  here.  Irving,  congratula¬ 
tions,  sir.  And  our  gratitude  for  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  insight  that  you  bring  to  the  study 
of  American  politics,  the  American  system, 
and  indeed,  American  society.  Irving  has 
devoted  so  much  of  his  effort  the  past  three 
decades  to  making  the  world  safe  for  demo¬ 
cratic  capitalism.  That  message  now  opens 
new  worlds  from  Moscow  to  Warsaw.  And  I 
just  wish  we  could  say  the  same  thing  of 
Washington,  DC.  [Laughter] 

Irving  also  runs  one  of  America's  most 
formidable  one-man  talent  agencies.  Not 
only  his  own  son,  Bill,  who  so  ably  serves 


this  administration,  but  legions  of  proteges 
in  every  corner  of  the  political  and  intellec¬ 
tual  worlds  open  doors  by  saying,  “Irving 
sent  me."  [Laughter] 

And  I  am  pleased  to,  very  pleased  when 
Chris  invited  me  over  here,  to  have  this 
chance  to  speak  to  all  of  you  today.  For  me, 
AEI  epitomizes  something  quintessential^ 
American,  the  engaged  intellectual.  And 
Chris  referred  to  this,  but  many  of  you  have 
served  in  government  and  lived  to  tell 
about  it.  [Laughter] 

AEI  encourages  the  ideal  of  the  citizen- 
scholar,  a  kind  of  modern-day  Cincinnatus: 
ready  to  answer  your  country's  call,  and 
when  your  work  is  done,  content  to  return 
to  your  word  processors. 

For  the  past  3  years  you  have  been,  and 
again,  Chris  alluded  to  this,  very  gracious  in 
offering  me  advice  on  all  manners  of  issues. 
And  I  thank  you  for  your  support  and,  yes, 
for  what  I'll  call  your  constructive  criticism. 

In  the  short  space  of  those  3  years,  we’ve 
seen  our  world  literally  transformed:  The 
collapse  of  communism,  the  cold  war's  end, 
the  triumph  of  the  democratic  idea.  Each 
epoch-making  event  swept  away  the  chal¬ 
lenges,  the  conflicts  that  defined  the  world 
we  knew.  Each  opened  up  a  new  era,  a 
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new  world  of  possibilities. 

And  as  I’ve  said  before,  the  cold  war  was, 
in  its  decisive  aspect,  a  war  of  ideas,  a  clash 
between  two  systems  speaking  to  the  deep¬ 
est  dreams  and  desires  of  man.  And  that 
battle  was  won  by  Western  ideals.  And  the 
fact  that  in  the  nations  of  the  old  Warsaw 
Pact  and  even  within  the  Soviet  Union,  free 
governments  and  free  markets  are  now 
taking  root,  stands  as  a  tribute  to  the  ideas 
and  ideals  that  guide  this  institution,  guide 
AEI. 

Our  new  era  brings  with  it  a  need  for 
new  guideposts  for  solutions  and  approach¬ 
es  that  keep  pace  with  the  times.  The  fact 
that  at  long  last  we  celebrate  a  world  trans¬ 
formed  inevitably  means  change  here  at 
home. 

Right  now,  the  focus  here  in  Washington 
and  across  our  country  is  on  the  economy. 
Yesterday  I  was  in  Bradenton,  Florida,  and 
then  we  flew  over  to  Meridian,  Mississippi, 
meeting  with  working  Americans,  listening 
to  what’s  on  their  minds,  the  same  way  I’ve 
tried  to  listen  to  people  across  America,  48 
States,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  I’ve  been  to  48 
States,  to  be  exact,  over  the  3  years.  And 
these  are  tough  times  we’re  in.  And  many 
Americans  are  worried.  And  they’re  looking 
for  a  sign  from  Washington  that  someone 
cares,  understands  what’s  happening.  And  I 
hope  I’ve  made  clear  that  I  do. 

These  people  won’t  feel  comforted  by  a 
weighty  discourse  on  the  difficulties  of  di¬ 
vided  government.  They  know  that  what¬ 
ever  the  leading  economic  indicators  might 
say,  for  a  person  who’s  lost  the  job,  the 
unemployment  rate  is  100  percent.  And 
they  are  impatient,  tired  of  excuses.  They 
want  action,  and  they  can’t  understand  the 
political  gridlock  that  too  often  paralyzes 
Washington,  DC. 

But  government  and  governing  requires 
more  than  action  for  action’s  sake.  You  see, 
too  many  in  Congress  make  the  easy  as¬ 
sumption  that  when  polls  tell  us  about  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  Washington,  it  means  they 
want  Government  to  do  more,  take  more 
power  to  itself.  But  that  notion  simply  does 
not  square  with  my  sense  of  what  people 
want.  Yes,  the  American  people  want  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  act,  but  not  to  build  new  cen¬ 
tralized  bureaucracies  or  create  more  red 
tape.  Across  America,  we  see  a  demand  for 


greater  freedom  of  action.  A  public  weary 
of  mandates,  regulations,  and  taxes,  that 
public  wants  to  reverse  the  flow  of  Govern¬ 
ment  power,  to  restore  authority  to  the 
people. 

In  the  political  and  social  sphere,  this  new 
demand  for  freedom  of  action  means  poli¬ 
cies  that  enhance  the  power  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  and  strengthen  the  family.  You  can  see 
those  ideas  translated  into  action  in  this  ad¬ 
ministration’s  stand  against  quotas  and  for 
real  equality  of  opportunity;  in  our  child¬ 
care  bill,  a  victory  against  the  forces  that 
saw  this  issue  as  a  chance  to  build  a  brave 
new  child-care  bureaucracy.  You  can  see  it 
in  our  HOPE  program’s  emphasis  on  turn¬ 
ing  tenants  into  homeowners  and,  indeed, 
in  education  where  choice  is  an  essential 
part  of  our  America  2000  strategy. 

Take  a  look  at  that  strategy.  What  worries 
our  critics,  the  defenders  of  the  status  quo 
in  the  education  establishment,  isn’t  that 
our  plan  won’t  work.  They  worry  that  it 
will  work.  They  know  that  choice,  competi¬ 
tion,  and  community  involvement  are  revo¬ 
lutionary  concepts  capable  of  literally  rein¬ 
venting  the  American  school.  But  that’s 
what  we  want  to  do.  That’s  what  we’re 
trying  to  do.  That’s  what  we  must  do. 

In  the  economic  sphere,  the  demand  for 
freedom  of  action  means  policies  that  pro¬ 
mote  market-based  solutions,  the  kind  we 
fought  for  in  the  amendments  to  the  Clean 
Air  Act  and  built  into  our  energy  strategy. 

Let  me  focus  in  more  detail  about  what 
this  means  given  our  current  economic  situ¬ 
ation.  No  one  should  be  complacent  about 
the  sluggish  economy  or  stubborn  unem¬ 
ployment  rates.  But  we  must  not  discount 
the  fundamentals,  the  underlying  factors 
that  propel  our  economy  toward  growth. 

From  the  first,  we’ve  built  our  long-term 
growth  strategy  on  several  key  elements: 
unleashing  capital  and  reducing  tax  bur¬ 
dens,  keeping  inflation  in  check  and  inter¬ 
ests  rates  down. 

Second,  we  recognize  the  need  to  keep 
American  business  competitive,  to  slash  red 
tape  and  regulations  wherever  possible, 
draw  the  line  against  Government  man¬ 
dates  that  handcuff  the  American  entrepre¬ 
neur. 

Chris  DeMuth  and  Irving’s  son  Bill,  Bill 
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Kristol,  with  his  involvement  in  the  Com¬ 
petitiveness  Council  and  Chris’  past  experi¬ 
ence  in  doing  a  superb  job  on  deregulation, 
they  both  can  tell  you  stories  that  will  make 
your  hair  curl.  True  competitiveness  in¬ 
cludes  also  real  tort  reform,  capping  these 
crippling  sky’s-the-limit  liability  awards 
which  exert  such  a  strong  chilling  effect  on 
entrepreneurs  ready  to  bring  new  products 
to  market. 

Third,  as  a  Nation,  we’ve  got  to  make 
good  on  our  commitment  to  quality  educa¬ 
tion  and  job  training  to  ensure  a  work  force 
ready  for  the  challenges  a  new  century  will 
bring. 

Fourth,  we’ve  got  to  control  the  deficit. 
The  American  people  need  to  understand 
that  right  now  we  spend  $286  billion  a 
year,  that’s  three-quarters  of  a  billion  dollars 
a  day,  just  to  pay  interest  on  the  national 
debt.  We’ve  got  to  try  to  hold  spending 
down  and  avoid  driving  interest  rates  up 
again. 

And  finally,  we’ve  got  to  make  certain 
American  businesses  compete  on  an  equal 
footing,  and  that  means  a  Government 
committed  to  the  principles  of  free  and  fair 
trade.  We’ve  fought  to  advance  those  prin¬ 
ciples  from  the  EC  to  East  Asia,  in  the  Uru¬ 
guay  round,  and  with  our  promising  Enter¬ 
prise  for  the  Americas  Initiatives. 

We  feel  the  benefits  of  foreign  trade  right 
here  at  home.  Each  additional  billion  dollars 
in  manufactured  goods  and  trade  means  an¬ 
other  20,000  American  jobs.  And  yet  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that,  last  year  alone,  total 
gross  exports  accounted  for  virtually  all  of 
this  Nation’s  economic  growth,  a  new  breed 
of  isolationists  seem  to  think  domestic 
policy  ends  at  the  water’s  edge. 

Well,  thank  God  they  weren’t  around 
back  in  1492.  Imagine  the  hard  time  they’d 
have  given  Columbus.  Voices  on  the  right 
and  left  are  working  right  now  to  breathe 
life  into  those  old  flat-Earth  theories  of  pro¬ 
tectionism,  of  isolationism.  But  there  is  no 
going  back.  Our  new  world  is  far  smaller, 
communications  far  more  instant.  Our  hori¬ 
zons  stretch  much  farther  with  each  gen¬ 
eration.  This  is  1991,  not  1791;  a  horse-and- 
buggy  attitude  won’t  carry  us  into  the  next 
century. 

On  certain  issues,  many  in  the  foreign 
policy  sphere,  the  President  possesses  all 


the  authority  he  needs  to  advance  an  ambi¬ 
tious  agenda.  But  there  are  things  no  Presi¬ 
dent  can  do  unilaterally,  times  when  the 
need  for  action  finds  the  President  and 
Congress  pulling  in  different  directions.  I 
don’t  approach  the  problem  of  divided  gov¬ 
ernment  as  a  political  scientist.  The  ideal 
solution,  in  my  view,  to  divided  govern¬ 
ment  remains  a  government  united  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  the  public  good.  In  other  words,  to 
be  candid,  my  preferred  solution  to  divided 
government  is  a  Republican  Congress.  In 
the  meanwhile,  I’m  going  to  keep  pushing 
Congress — and  I  mean  this;  it  is  important 
because  of  what  I  told  you  I  feel  about  this 
economy — reaching  out  when  I  can,  giving 
a  kinder  and  gentler  poke  now  and  again 
when  necessary,  to  get  up  with  Congress  to 
work  with  me  to  get  the  job  done. 

I  called  on  Congress  to  join  me  in  respon¬ 
sible  action — I  think  history  will  show  this 
to  be  an  accurate  statement — long  before 
our  economy  began  to  struggle.  I  said  back 
in  1989,  during  the  longest  peacetime  re¬ 
covery  on  record,  that  America  could  not 
rest  easy,  that  we  needed  to  look  to  the 
long  term,  put  in  place  policies  that  would 
sustain  growth  and  would  create  jobs.  And  I 
offered  then  the  first  of  three  economic 
growth  packages.  Three  sessions  of  Con¬ 
gress  have  come  and  gone,  and  everyone 
knows  the  result:  precious  little  action. 

Every  one  of  the  economic  proposals  that 
I’ve  sent  up  to  Capitol  Hill  serves  the  single 
standard  of  generating  growth,  and  that  in¬ 
cludes,  yes,  the  capital  gains  tax  cut  that  my 
opponents  have  labeled  as  controversial.  My 
opponents  like  to  treat  capital  gains  as  a 
code  word  for  class  warfare,  even  at  the 
very  same  time  they’re  learning  to  pay  lip 
service  to  a  concept  called  competitiveness. 
And  I  wonder  seriously  whether  they  real¬ 
ize  the  United  States  is  saddled  with  capital 
gains  tax  rates  far  higher  than  our  key 
international  competitors?  Germany,  take  a 
look  at  Germany:  zero  percent.  No  capital 
gains  tax  at  all  on  assets  held  longer  than  6 
months.  Or  Japan:  An  entrepreneur  who 
sells  the  company  he’s  built  from  scratch 
pays  a  tax  of  1  percent.  And  it’s  time  we  see 
and  understand  that  higher  costs  for  capital 
cripple  competitiveness  and  cost  American 
jobs. 
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When  I  deliver  the  next  State  of  the 
Union  Message,  when  I  deliver  my  State  of 
the  Union  Message  in  January,  I  will  go  to 
Congress  with  a  new  action  program,  and 
I’ll  call  on  Congress  to  set  aside  politics — I 
know  we  re  in  an  election  year  then — and 
focus  on  the  public  interest.  And  I’ll  chal¬ 
lenge  them  to  enact  a  commonsense  set  of 
economic  reforms.  And  if  we  do  our  work 
promptly — and  we  can;  Congress  can  act 
fast  when  they  want  to — we’ll  still  have 
plenty  of  time  left  in  1992  for  partisan  poli¬ 
tics. 

In  the  meantime,  there  is  a  great  deal  we 
can  do  in  the  executive  branch  to  foster 
economic  growth  without  waiting  for  Con¬ 
gress  to  act.  And  were  going  to  continue 
doing  all  we  can  to  drive  down  barriers  to 
trade,  open  foreign  markets  to  American 
goods.  We  will  seek  ways  to  lift  the  burden 
of  Federal  regulation  without  compromising 
public  health  or  safety.  And  as  I  said 
Monday,  we  will  move  quickly  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  job-intensive  transportation  bill 
that  has  just  been  passed.  And  I  have  or¬ 
dered  Federal  agencies  to  review  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  a  full  range  of  programs  from 
small  business  loans  to  job  placement,  job 
training  to  the  process  for  getting  unem¬ 
ployment  checks  out  to  the  workers  and 
families  waiting  for  them.  None  of  these 
actions  can  substitute  for  effective  congres¬ 
sional  action,  but  each  can  help  move  the 
economy  along. 

So  let  me  repeat.  We  have  had  a  compre¬ 
hensive  economic  growth  strategy  from  the 
beginning,  encompassing  every  aspect  of 
policy:  Deficit  reduction  to  lower  interest 
rates;  tax  incentives  to  spur  saving  and  en¬ 
trepreneurship;  regulatory  reform;  in¬ 
creased  and  more  efficient  investment  in 
our  public  infrastructure;  education  reform 
to  enhance  America’s  human  capital;  tort 
reform  to  ease  the  costly  litigation  that  saps 
the  very  productivity  of  this  country;  and 


banking  reform  to  make  our  financial 
system  safer  and  more  internationally  com¬ 
petitive;  and  a  trade  policy  aimed  at  open¬ 
ing  the  new  markets  that  mean  more 
American  jobs. 

I’m  confident  that  we  can  act  to  advance 
America’s  interests,  and  I’m  absolutely  cer¬ 
tain  we  must  because  our  world  demands  it. 
I’m  confident  because  I  remain  convinced 
America’s  fundamentals  are  sound,  not  just 
the  economic  indicators  that  I  mentioned  a 
few  moments  ago  but  the  broad  fundamen¬ 
tals  that  sustain  American  society:  Faith  and 
family;  the  feeling  of  fellowship  that  leads 
millions  of  Americans  to  help  neighbors  in 
need  without  looking  to  Washington  for 
guidance;  and  of  course,  the  cornerstone  of 
our  American  idea,  the  bedrock  belief  in 
freedom  that  led  us  from  Valley  Forge  to 
Desert  Storm  to  the  new  world  now  unfold¬ 
ing  around  us. 

Look  out  on  the  horizon  to  the  America 
the  entire  world  now  looks  to  for  leader¬ 
ship.  It  is  our  country.  To  the  America  that 
exalts  enterprise  and  sweat,  the  hands  that 
work  and  the  unlimited  power  of  the 
human  mind;  to  the  America  whose  very 
name  means  freedom  for  millions  around 
the  world.  That  America  possesses  a  power 
that  does  not  owe  its  strength  to  Govern¬ 
ment.  Its  power  begins  and  ends  in  the 
living  example  of  its  people. 

Once  again,  I  thank  all  of  you  for  this 
opportunity  to  speak  before  your  most  pres¬ 
tigious  board,  your  wonderful  organization, 
and  may  God  bless  the  United  States  of 
America.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:53  p.m.  the 
institute’s  annual  policy  conference  meeting 
in  the  Willard  Hotel  In  his  remarks ,  the 
President  referred  to  Christopher  C. 
DeMuth ,  president  of  the  American  Enter¬ 
prise  Institute ,  and  Irving  Kristol,  a  John  M. 
Olin  distinguished  fellow  at  the  institute. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  Extending  Generalized  System 
of  Preferences  Benefits  to  Bulgaria 
December  4,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

I  am  writing  to  inform  you  of  my  intent 
to  add  Bulgaria  to  the  list  of  beneficiary 
developing  countries  under  the  Generalized 
System  of  Preferences  (GSP).  The  GSP  pro¬ 
gram  offers  duty-free  access  to  the  U.S. 
market  and  is  authorized  by  the  Trade  Act 
of  1974,  as  amended  (“the  1974  Act”). 

The  Government  of  Bulgaria  has  request¬ 
ed  designation  as  a  GSP  beneficiary  coun¬ 
try.  The  decision  to  extend  GSP  treatment 
to  Bulgaria  was  made  in  light  of  the  con¬ 
tinuing  changes  in  Eastern  Europe,  and  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Trade  Enhancement  Initia¬ 
tive  for  Central  and  Eastern  Europe.  I  have 
carefully  considered  the  criteria  identified 
in  sections  501  and  502  of  the  Trade  Act  of 


1974,  as  amended.  In  light  of  these  criteria, 
and  particularly  Bulgaria’s  ongoing  political 
and  economic  reforms,  I  have  determined 
that  it  is  appropriate  to  extend  GSP  benefits 
to  Bulgaria. 

This  notice  is  submitted  in  accordance 
with  section  502(aXl)  of  the  Trade  Act  of 
1974,  as  amended. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate.  The  proclamation  is  listed  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


Statement  on  Signing  Legislation  on  Trade  and  Unemployment 

Benefits 

December  4,  1991 


Today  I  am  pleased  to  sign  into  law  H.R. 
1724.  This  legislation  authorizes  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  terminate  the  application  of  Title 
IV  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  to  the  Republic 
of  Hungary  and  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Fed¬ 
eral  Republic.  It  would  permit  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  accord  permanent  most-favored- 
nation  (MFN)  status  and  to  normalize  our 
relations  in  the  General  Agreement  on  Tar¬ 
iffs  and  Trade  with  these  countries.  The 
passage  of  this  legislation  is  a  tribute  to  the 
enormous  progress  made  in  both  countries 
toward  building  free  markets  and  stable  de¬ 
mocracy  on  the  ruins  of  Communist  rule, 
and  a  further  important  step  on  their  way 
to  full  integration  into  the  global  market.  It 
also  serves  to  reaffirm  America’s  sustained 
commitment  to  Hungary  and  the  Czech 
and  Slovak  Federal  Republic  as  they  contin¬ 
ue  their  historic  and  unprecedented  demo¬ 
cratic  transformations. 

I  am  also  gratified  that  this  legislation  re¬ 
moves  Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania  from 


the  provisions  of  Title  IV  of  the  Trade  Act 
and  grants  MFN  status  to  these  countries. 
Title  IV  had  only  applied  to  the  Baltic  na¬ 
tions  because  of  their  forced  incorporation 
into  the  Soviet  Union.  Now  that  they  have 
regained  their  independence,  it  is  appropri¬ 
ate  to  terminate  application  of  Title  IV. 
MFN  status  will  help  normalize  our  eco¬ 
nomic  relations  with  these  nations  and  assist 
them  as  they  are  integrated  into  the  world 
economy. 

H.R.  1724  includes  the  “Andean  Trade 
Preference  Act  of  1991,”  which  implements 
an  important  initiative  I  requested  last  year. 
This  legislation,  which  authorizes  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  provide  duty-free  treatment  to 
products  from  Bolivia,  Ecuador,  Colombia, 
and  Peru,  will  expand  economic  alterna¬ 
tives  for  these  countries  and  help  halt  the 
production,  processing,  and  shipment  of  il¬ 
legal  drugs.  It  also  will  help  cement  our 
trade  relationship  with  these  Andean  na- 
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tions  and  show  our  commitment  to  econom¬ 
ic  growth  through  trade  liberalization.  I 
note,  however,  that  a  provision  of  this  Act 
purports  to  specify  the  effect  of  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  Agri¬ 
culture.  I  will  interpret  this  provision  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  my  constitutional 
authority  to  supervise  the  operation  of  the 
unitary  executive  branch. 

H.R.  1724  repeals  the  statutory  prohibi¬ 
tion  on  imports  of  gold  coins  from  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  lifting  of  the  ban  on  im¬ 
ports  represents  another  important  step  in 
the  normalization  of  our  economic  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  fulfills  an 
obligation  related  to  the  U.S. -Soviet  Trade 
Agreement  that  I  signed  on  June  1,  1990. 
Resumption  of  Soviet  gold  coin  exports  to 
the  United  States  should  help  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  republics  earn  hard  curren¬ 
cy. 

H.R.  1724  includes  the  “Chemical  and  Bi¬ 
ological  Weapons  Control  and  Warfare 
Elimination  Act  of  1991.”  This  Act  is  virtu¬ 
ally  identical  to  Title  V  of  Public  Law  102- 
138,  which  I  signed  into  law  on  October  28, 
1991.  The  only  significant  difference  is  the 
addition  of  import  sanctions  to  the  list  of 
sanctions  that  are  to  be  imposed  and  corre¬ 
sponding  additions  to  the  Presidential 
waiver  provisions.  Certain  provisions  of  this 


legislation,  however,  raise  concerns  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  President’s  control  over  negoti¬ 
ations  with  foreign  governments  and  the 
possible  disclosure  of  sensitive  information. 
I  will  interpret  these  provisions  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  my  constitutional  responsi¬ 
bility  to  conduct  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
United  States.  The  observations  regarding 
Title  V  of  Public  Law  102-138  that  I  made 
upon  signing  that  bill  into  law  are  equally 
applicable  to  the  Act  I  am  signing  today. 

The  legislation  contains  modifications  to 
the  temporary  extended  unemployment 
benefits  program  that  I  signed  into  law  on 
November  15.  These  modifications  would 
extend  this  important  assistance  to  an  addi¬ 
tional  200,000  jobless  Americans  while  con¬ 
tinuing  to  maintain  the  budget  discipline 
that  is  essential  to  future  economic  and  em¬ 
ployment  growth.  It  is  my  hope  that  the 
Congress  will  take  additional  action  to 
ensure  that  the  economy  strengthens, 
thereby  creating  new  employment  opportu¬ 
nities. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  4,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  1 724 ,  approved  December  4?  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-182. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal 
Year  1992 
December  4,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  H.R.  2038,  the  “In- 
telligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year 
1992.”  The  Act  authorizes  appropriations 
for  the  intelligence  and  intelligence-related 
activities  of  the  United  States  Government 
during  fiscal  year  1992.  Because  secrecy  is 
indispensable  if  intelligence  activities  are  to 
succeed,  the  funding  levels  authorized  by 
this  Act  are  classified  and  should  remain  so. 

I  am  concerned  that  the  authorizations 
for  appropriations  below  my  request  do  not 
adequately  provide  for  today’s  intelligence 
challenges.  I  note  that  the  Department  of 
Defense  Appropriations  Act,  1992,  does  not 


include  similar  reductions,  and  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  will  explore  with  the  Congress 
means  by  which  these  appropriated  funds 
may  be  utilized. 

Insofar  as  H.R.  2038  could  be  construed 
to  incorporate  a  provision  conditioning  my 
authority  to  expend  appropriated  funds  on 
action  by  committees  of  the  Congress,  I 
shall  consider  that  provision  to  be  of  no 
effect  because  it  is  unconstitutional  under 
the  Supreme  Court  decision  in  INS  v. 
Chadha,  462  U.S.  919  (1983).  I  also  note 
that  Section  803(bX7)  of  H.R.  2038  purports 
to  limit  my  discretion  in  the  selection  of 
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nominees  to  the  National  Security  Educa¬ 
tion  Board.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Con¬ 
gress  may  impose  such  limitations  as  a 
matter  of  law  in  light  of  the  nomination 
power  afforded  to  me  by  the  Appointments 
Clause  of  the  Constitution.  Article  II,  Sec¬ 
tion  2,  Clause  2.  I  shall  regard  the  language 
of  Section  803(bX7)  as  advisory,  but  shall, 
however,  endeavor  to  follow  such  advice  in 
my  selection  of  nominees. 

Finally,  this  Act  would  require  the  Intelli¬ 
gence  Community  to  maximize  procure¬ 
ment  of  products  in  the  United  States,  in  a 
manner  that  is  consistent  with  our  national 


security  concerns  and  that  is  fiscally  sound. 
My  interpretation  of  the  Act  will  be  guided 
by  the  fact  that  the  procurement  of  prod¬ 
ucts  in  the  United  States  will  be  maximized 
by  adherence  to  U.S.  international  obliga¬ 
tions  regarding  Government  procurement. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  4,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2038 ,  approved  December  4 ,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No .  102-183. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Tribal  Self-Governance  Demonstration 
Project  Act 
December  4,  1991 


Today  I  am  signing  into  law  H.R.  3394, 
the  “Tribal  Self-Governance  Demonstration 
Project  Act.”  This  bill  extends  the  duration 
of,  and  expands  the  number  of  tribes  par¬ 
ticipating  in,  a  demonstration  project  under 
which  tribes  plan,  consolidate,  conduct,  and 
administer  certain  programs,  services,  and 
functions  previously  provided  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior.  This  demonstra¬ 
tion  project  has  been  an  important  step  in 
Indian  self-determination,  in  improving  the 
government-to-government  relationship  be¬ 
tween  tribes  and  the  United  States,  and  in 
helping  Indian  tribes  develop  independ¬ 
ence. 

I  am  signing  H.R.  3394  notwithstanding 
those  provisions  that  purport  to  require 
cabinet  secretaries  to  report  the  results  of 
certain  studies  together  with  their  “recom¬ 


mendations”  to  the  Congress.  Were  these 
provisions  construed  to  require  executive 
branch  officers  to  submit  legislative  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Congress,  they  would  be 
constitutionally  objectionable.  Because  Arti¬ 
cle  II,  section  3  of  the  Constitution  vests  the 
President  with  exclusive  authority  to  decide 
whether  and  when  the  executive  branch 
should  propose  legislation,  these  provisions 
must  and  will  be  construed  not  to  require 
any  legislative  proposals  or  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  4,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  3394,  approved  December  4,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-184. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s 
Telephone  Conversation  With  Former  Hostage  Terry  Anderson 
December  4,  1991 


President  Bush  called  Terry  Anderson  at 
approximately  4:45  p.m.  this  afternoon  in 
Damascus  to  express  the  love  and  admira¬ 
tion  that  all  Americans  have  for  Terry.  The 


President  told  Terry  that  people  from  all 
over  our  country  have  great  respect  for  him 
and  have  expressed  that  in  many  ways  over 
the  years.  He  welcomed  Terry  home  and 
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wished  him  well  in  the  days  ahead. 

The  President  also  said  that  he  had  just 
talked  to  Peggy  Say,  who  has  committed 
incredible  time  and  energy  to  seeking 
Terry's  safe  return. 

Terry  had  great  praise  for  United  Nations 
Secretary-General  Perez  de  Cuellar  and  his 
personal  representative,  Mr.  Picco.  Terry 


was  excited  and  upbeat  about  his  return  to 
freedom. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  Peggy  Say , 
Mr.  Anderson's  sister ;  and  Giandomenico 
Picco,  Assistant  to  the  Secretary-General  of 
the  United  Nations  for  Special  Assignments. 


Statement  on  the  Release  of  American  Hostages  in  Lebanon 
December  4,  1991 


I  join  Terry  Anderson's  family  and  friends 
in  their  happiness  for  his  return  to  freedom 
after  six  and  a  half  years  in  captivity.  Speak¬ 
ing  to  Peggy  Say,  Terry's  sister,  this  after¬ 
noon,  I  felt  the  joy  and  the  tears  that 
marked  this  occasion  for  her.  Peggy  and  the 
families  of  the  other  hostages  have  known 
the  tragedy  and  the  loneliness  of  the  cap¬ 
tives  themselves  over  these  many  years. 
And  similarly,  all  Americans  have  shared 
the  emotional  trauma  associated  with  hos¬ 
tage  taking,  terrorist  kidnapping,  and  the 
personal  tragedies  that  each  of  these  hos¬ 
tages  has  experienced. 

I  remember  meeting  some  of  the  hos¬ 
tages  personally  upon  their  return  to  Ger¬ 
many  in  those  difficult  hours  immediately 
after  their  release.  And  all  Americans  have 
joined  in  the  happiness  exhibited  by  the 
hostages  when  they  have  returned  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  Those  feelings  are  etched  in  our  con¬ 
sciousness  forever. 

While  the  American  hostages  have  now 
been  released,  we  cannot  say  the  ordeal  is 
over.  We  call  for  the  immediate,  safe,  and 
unconditional  release  of  all  those  held  out¬ 
side  the  legal  system  in  the  region,  includ¬ 


ing  the  two  remaining  German  hostages. 
There  are  also  hostages  who  are  believed  to 
have  died  while  in  captivity.  We  call  for  a 
full  accounting  of  all  these  individuals,  in¬ 
cluding  the  return  of  their  remains  to  their 
families  and  loved  ones.  Here  I  would 
single  out  Colonel  Richard  Higgins  and  Mr. 
William  Buckley,  two  men  who  gave  their 
lives  for  what  they  believed  in. 

We  are  grateful  to  those  whose  efforts  are 
making  possible  releases  such  as  that  of 
Terry  Anderson  today,  and  we  wish  them 
well  as  they  continue  those  efforts.  We 
thank  particularly  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General  Perez  de  Cuellar  and  his  personal 
representative,  Mr.  Picco.  In  addition,  we 
thank  the  Governments  of  Iran,  Syria,  and 
Lebanon  for  the  role  that  each  has  played 
in  the  safe  and  unconditional  release  of 
these  hostages  held  in  Lebanon.  This  is  a 
positive  development  which  we  welcome. 

We  must  dedicate  ourselves  to  ensuring 
that  hostage  taking  is  not  resumed.  Indeed, 
the  time  has  come  to  eradicate  all  forms  of 
terrorism  in  the  region  and  the  world.  Leb¬ 
anon  should  once  more  become  a  place 
where  people  can  travel  and  live  their  lives 
free  of  the  fear  of  violence  in  all  its  forms. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Nelson  Mandela  of  South  Africa 
December  5 ,  1991 


The  President  and  Nelson  Mandela,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  African  National  Congress,  met 
for  approximately  30  minutes  in  the  Oval 
Office.  They  had  a  very  good  meeting, 
during  which  they  discussed  recent  devel¬ 
opments  in  South  Africa.  The  President  said 
that  the  announcement  that  the  Conven¬ 
tion  for  a  Democratic  South  Africa  would 
begin  on  December  20  is  very  promising 


news.  He  noted  that  South  Africa’s  political 
parties  appear  to  be  finding  common 
ground  and  share  many  principles  and  ob¬ 
jectives.  The  President  also  emphasized  that 
the  South  African  economy  will  be  a  key 
factor  in  a  successful  transition  to  democra¬ 
cy  and  that  a  growing  economy  that  can 
attract  investment  will  be  crucial  in  the 
months  ahead. 


Remarks  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With  United  Nations  Secretary-General- 
Elect  Boutros  Boutros-Ghali 
December  5,  1991 


The  President  We  certainly  wish  you 
well,  and  we  re  proud  of  the  way  you’ve 
been  received  by  the  General  Assembly 
and  the  Security  Council.  And  we  wish  you 
all  the  best  in  the  future.  And  the  U.N.  is  so 
much  more  relevant  now  given  its  leader¬ 
ship  and  whole  peacekeeping  and  peace¬ 
making  field.  And  I  just  think  you’re 
coming  in  at  a  most  interesting  time.  The 
U.N.  is  very  fortunate  you  are  there. 

Mr.  Boutros-Ghali.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
December  5,  1991 

Appointments 

The  President  Good  afternoon.  I  first 
want  to  introduce  my  new  team  of  advisers 
that  will  help  lead  the  White  House  and  the 
Presidential  campaign  in  the  months  ahead. 
First,  my  new  Chief  of  Staff  for  the  White 
House  will  be  Sam  Skinner.  As  a  member  of 
our  Cabinet,  he’s  demonstrated  the  leader¬ 
ship  skills  necessary  to  guide  our  staff,  work 
with  the  Congress,  coordinate  my  activities 
with  the  new  campaign  organization.  And  I 
know  he’ll  do  an  outstanding  job  for  me 


dent, 

Q.  Mr.  President,  some  of  the  figures  out 
for  the  fourth  quarter  aren’t  looking  so 
great. 

The  President  You  missed  what  I  said 
earlier.  I  know  you  did  because  I  said  we’re 
having  a  press  conference  at  2  p.m.  Nice 
try,  though.  [Laughter] 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  1:02  p.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 


and  the  country. 

The  others  with  me  today  form  the  nucle¬ 
us  of  a  political  advisory  group  that  I  have 
worked  with  in  the  past.  They  are  people — 
in  my  view,  they’re  the  best — they  are  the 
people  of  talent  and  creativity  and  energy. 
And  I  expect  to  put  every  bit  of  that  to  use. 

Bob  Mosbacher,  an  old  friend  who’s  been 
at  my  side  in  campaigns  for  over  20  years, 
is  best  known  here  as  the  very  able  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Commerce.  And  he  will  be  the  gen¬ 
eral  chairman  of  our  campaign. 
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Bob  Teeter,  who’s  worked  with  me  in  the 
trenches  for  many  years,  will  be  the  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  political  strategist  with  the 
overall  authority  and  responsibility  for  the 
day-to-day  operational  decisions. 

Fred  Malek,  a  very  successful  business¬ 
man  and  political  associate,  will  direct  ad¬ 
ministrative  functions  as  the  campaign  man¬ 
ager. 

Charlie  Black,  a  friend  and  party  spokes¬ 
man,  will  serve  as  the  senior  adviser  on  all 
aspects  of  the  campaign  effort.  And  in  the 
last  year  Charlie  has  picked  up,  relating  to 
me,  many  of  the  things  that  Lee  Atwater 
used  to  do,  my  old  friend  whom  we  miss. 

I’ve  asked  this  team  of  campaign  leaders 
to  begin  putting  together  an  organization  to 
begin  the  consultation  process  with  the 
many  supporters  I’ve  been  privileged  to 
have  in  the  past  and  develop  a  campaign 
plan,  an  overall  plan,  that  will  guide  my 
personal  activities  in  the  weeks  and  months 
ahead. 

And  they’ll  be  working  closely  with  the 
Vice  President,  Dan  Quayle,  several  other 
close  associates  who  will  have  key  roles  in 
the  reelection  effort,  some  of  whom  are 
here.  Certain  key  ones  here  with  us  today: 
Mary  Matalin,  over  here;  Rich  Bond,  back 
here;  and  my  oldest  son,  George,  who  had  a 
function  in  the  last  campaign.  And  of 
course,  I  will  be  looking  to  my  old  friend 
and  the  current  chairman  of  the  RNC,  a 
former  member  of  our  Cabinet,  Clayton 
Yeutter,  for  advice.  There  he  is,  back  here. 

Once  this  group  has  developed  a  plan  for 
my  review  in  January,  I  expect  to  make  a 
formal  announcement  of  my  candidacy. 

The  Chief  of  Staff  s  position,  back  to  that 
for  a  minute,  is  a  very  personal  one.  And 
again,  I  want  to  thank  John  Sununu  for  his 
service  to  this  administration,  to  me,  and  to 
the  country.  I  tried  to  express,  right  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  how  strongly  I  feel 
about  him  in  a  letter  that  I  gave  a  little 
while  ago.  He’s  a  friend,  and  I’m  glad  that 
he  s  agreed  to  stay  on  as  a  counselor,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  our  Cabinet  until  March  1st. 

Sam  Skinner  takes  over  as  a  firm  right 
hand  at  a  time  when  the  Nation’s  economy 
presents  a  difficult  challenge.  Economic 
growth  is  sluggish  at  best.  And  yes,  people 
are  out  of  work,  and  we  need  to  get  this 
country  back  on  its  feet,  people  back  on  the 


job. 

Right  now  we  have  a  number  of  econom¬ 
ic  forces  that  are  at  work  to  bring  about  a 
recovery.  And  we’ve  taken  steps  to  help 
those  in  need  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  in 
fact  we’ve  been  accelerating  a  number  of 
Government  payments  that  will  accelerate 
the  spending  of  $9.7  billion  into  the  econo¬ 
my  during  the  first  and  second  quarters  of 
the  fiscal  year.  This  shot  in  the  arm  includes 
Government  programs  in  agriculture,  in 
housing,  defense,  transportation,  commerce, 
and  general  services. 

These  are  programs  for  which  funds  have 
already  been  appropriated  and  where  we 
can  spend  the  money  now  instead  of  later 
while  preserving  the  spirit  and  the  integrity 
of  the  funding  process.  We’re  also  consider¬ 
ing  additional  spending  accelerations  that 
may  be  possible.  We  cannot  be  complacent 
about  people’s  hardships.  We  have  good 
proposals  outstanding  on  which  the  Con¬ 
gress  has  yet  to  act.  But  clearly  we  must  do 
more. 

And  so  I  intend  to  propose  a  new  pack¬ 
age  of  programs  that  will  stimulate  growth 
in  the  economy  for  both  the  short  and  the 
long  terms.  And  we  will  announce  them  in 
the  State  of  the  Union  Message.  A  good  deal 
of  my  time  and  of  our  top  advisers’  be¬ 
tween  now  and  then  will  be  spent  finalizing 
this,  talking  to  people.  And  indeed,  I  am 
anxious  to  see  what  ideas  come  out  of  the 
hearings  up  on  the  Hill  this  week  and  next 
week. 

So,  thank  you  all  very  much.  And  to  all  of 
you,  let  me  simply  say  I  am  getting  fired  up 
about  all  of  this.  I’m  looking  forward  to  it 
and  looking  forward  to  working  with  you. 

American  Hostages 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I’d  like  to  ask  you  about 
the  hostages.  Now  that  all  of  the  hostages 
are  out,  how  will  you  redeem  your  pledge 
that  good  will  begets  good  will?  For  exam¬ 
ple,  is  the  United  States  any  closer  to  restor¬ 
ing  ties  with  Iran? 

The  President.  Not  closer  at  this  moment. 

I  don’t  consider  the  chapter  closed  because 
I  think  of  Robin  Higgins,  a  young  Marine 
whose  husband  was  apparently  killed.  And 
I’d  like  to  see  the  remains  of  Colonel  Hig¬ 
gins,  who  was  serving  under  the  U.N. 
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banner,  returned.  I  think  of  Mr.  Buckley. 
Fd  like  to  see  his  remains  returned.  And  so 
the  chapter,  this  ugly  chapter,  albeit  nearly 
closed,  is  not  closed.  And  so  we  11  wait  and 
see  when  that  is  all  finalized.  However,  yes¬ 
terday  we  did  thank  various  countries  for 
their  role  in  it.  We  certainly  thank  the 
United  Nations  Secretary-General  Cuellar 
and  Mr.  Picco  for  their  active  roles.  I  think 
we  thanked  Syria  and  Iran  as  well. 

Q.  How  about  the  hostage-takers,  Mr. 
President?  Do  they  get  off  scot-free,  or  will 
the  United  States  try  to  track  them  down  as 
it  has  with  other  terrorists? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  everybody 
who  violates  international  law  should  feel 
that  they’ll  eventually  be  brought  to  justice. 
But  I  want  to  see  this  chapter  closed  before 
we  go  further  along  those  lines. 

President's  Approval  Rating 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  do  you  think  the 
American  public  has  lost  so  much  confi¬ 
dence  in  you?  And  do  you  think — we  re  as¬ 
suming  you’re  going  to  run  for  reelection, 
that’s  correct  isn’t  it?  And  do  you  think  you 
could - [laughter]. 

The  President  Why  do  you  jump  to  con¬ 
clusions  all  the  time? 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  could  get  reelected 
unless  this  faith  is  restored  and  your  polls 
go  up  again  and  the  economy  is  turned 
around? 

The  President.  The  answer  to  your  two 
questions  are  “the  economy”  and  “yes.  ’ 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Can  you  amplify? 

The  President  No.  No,  look,  when  the 
economy  goes  down,  the  President  takes 
the  hits.  There’s  no  question  about  that. 
And  this  economy  is  not  going  to  stay  down 
forever.  And  we’re  going  to  do  our  level 
best  to  help  people  that  are  hurting.  And 
I’ve  not  lived  or  died  by  polls.  I  said  to 
Marlin  and  these  guys  in  here  before  we 
came  in,  “Thank  heavens  I  said,  when  polls 
were  sky  high,  that  I  don’t  believe  in  polls.” 
And  I’m  not  going  to  dwell  on  polls.  The 
main  thing  is  to  help  the  American  people 
and  try  to  solve  the  problems. 

But  the  answer  to  the  first  question  is  the 
economy. 

The  answer  to  the  second,  you  said,  “If 
the  economy  is  bad,  can  I  get  reelected?” 


And  the  answer  is  “yes.” 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  you  can? 

The  President  Because  I’m  a  good  Presi¬ 
dent. 

John  Sununu 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Governor  Sununu,  in  a 
couple  of  valedictory  interviews  and  com¬ 
ments,  has  indicated  that  not  only  did  the 
policies  and  courses  of  action  that  he  chose 
reflect  your  wishes,  but  also  the  manner  in 
which  he  went  about  that,  whether  pit  bull 
or  pussycat  mode.  Is  that  in  fact  the  case, 
sir? 

The  President.  A  Chief  of  Staff  ends  up 
absorbing  a  lot  of  the  shots  that  are  aimed 
at  the  President.  I  think  everybody  knows 
that,  and  certainly  everybody  in  this  room 
knows  that.  And  we  Bushes,  and  I  say  this 
as  a  family  because  I’ve  talked  to  my  kids 
about  this,  have  been  grateful  to  John  for 
his  willingness  to  stand  in  the  face  of  fire 
that  is  aimed  directly  at  the  President.  Was 
there  another  part  to  that? 

Q.  What  I  was  really  trying  to  get  at,  sir, 
is  his  indication  that  whatever  he  did  both 
generally  and  specifically  and  the  way  he 
went  about  doing  it,  he  did  at  your  behest 
and  with  your  knowledge  and  with  your 
acceptance.  Is  that  correct,  sir? 

The  President  Well,  all  I  know  is  that  I’ve 
been  very  happy  with  him  as  Chief  of  Staff, 
and  I  think  he’s  done  an  outstanding  job. 
Everybody  has  his  own  style.  I  think  he’s 
conducted  himself  in  a  fine  way,  I  really 
think  that,  in  an  extraordinarily  difficult  cir¬ 
cumstance,  I  might  add.  I  will  repeat  what  I 
said:  I  think  he’s  demonstrated  an  awful  lot 
of  class  in  the  way  he’s  handled  this  matter. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  the  economy 
was  the  reason  for  your  current  political 
problems.  What  is  your  reading  of  it  at  this 
point?  The  GNP  revised  figures  for  the 
third  quarter  showed  a  decline.  Are  we  slid¬ 
ing  back  into  recession  at  this  point? 

The  President  The  GNP  showed  what? 

Q.  The  third  quarter  GNP  figures  were 
revised  downward  from  2.4  percent - 

The  President  There’s  a  whole  complicat¬ 
ed  way  of  refiguring  GNP.  Please  do  not 
give  me  a  quiz  on  it  because  it  is  an  ex- 
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traordinarily  complex  formulation.  I  won’t 
do  this  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  but 
perhaps  he  could  explain  it.  But  neverthe¬ 
less,  there  was  growth.  It  was  extraordinari¬ 
ly  sluggish;  it  wasn’t  good  enough.  And  so  I 
think  there  are  some  reasonably  good  signs. 
And  I  cite  inflation.  And  I  cite  the  fact  that 
interest  rates  are  low  enough  so  that  when 
this  recovery  starts  it  could  be  very,  very 
good.  The  inventories  are  low,  and  we’ve 
been  able  to  cap  a  lot  of  the  otherwise  wild 
discretionary  spending  that  would  have 
been  inflicted  upon  the  taxpayer. 

So,  there’s  some  economic  forces  at  work 
that  are  positive.  Having  said  that,  there’s 
no  question  that  this  economy  is  sluggish  at 
best.  And  we  want  to  see  it  turn  around.  I 
hope  these  steps  today  might  have  some 
effect  on  it.  I’m  looking  forward  to  signing 
the  transportation  bill,  job-intensive.  I  will 
urge  the  Governors  to  get  those  funds  out 
into  the  mix  as  soon  as  possible,  out  into  the 
field. 

And  so  well  just  have  to  see  how  we  go 
from  here.  But  there  are  certain  economic 
factors  in  effect,  certain  things  we’re  doing 
to  try  to  help  people  that  I  think  will  make 
a  difference. 

Q.  In  the  economic  package  that  you  will 
unveil  in  your  State  of  the  Union  Address, 
what  do  you  have  in  mind  beyond  the  cap¬ 
ital  gains  tax  reduction  and  other  steps 
you’ve  proposed? 

The  President  I  will  not  have  anything  to 
say  about  the  specifics  of  that  until  I  give 
the  address. 

Q.  Without  going  into  the  specifics,  sir,  do 
you  think  the  middle  class  deserves  a  tax 
cut? 

The  President  Listen,  I  think  every 
American  deserves  to  pay  less  taxes. 

Q.  Do  you  think,  though,  that  the  need  is 
such  that  that  is  an  area  where  you  would 
consider  breaking  the  budget  agreement  in 
order  to  provide  middle-income  tax  relief? 

The  President  I  don’t  want  interest  rates 
to  go  sky-high.  I  noticed  that  when  one  pro¬ 
posal  was  proposed,  long-term  interest 
rates,  just  on  the  proposal,  went  out 
through  the  roof.  So,  whatever  we  do  has 
got  to  be  economically  sound.  But  if  your 
answer  is,  do  I  think  the  middle  class  are 
paying  a  very  heavy  tax  burden,  the  answer 
to  the  question  is  “absolutely.” 


Q.  It’s  a  question  of  balancing  the 
two - 

The  President  Yes,  it  is,  exactly. 

Q.  So  the  question  is - 

The  President  It  is  totally  that. 

Q.  Is  tax  relief  for  the  middle  class  less 
important  than  maintaining  this  budget 
agreement  which  hasn’t  kept  the  deficit 
down? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  it’s  that.  I 
don’t  think  that’s  the  choice. 

Q.  Down  in  Mississippi  the  other  day,  you 
indicated  you  were  going  to  hold  off  until 
you  got  the  fourth  quarter  economic  statis¬ 
tics  to  see  just  how  bad  things  were  before 
deciding  on  what  to  do.  You  probably  won’t 
get  those  statistics  until  you  come  back 
from  Asia  in  January,  right,  maybe  the 
middle  of  January?  Does  that  mean  you 
really  aren’t  going  to  make  up  your  mind 
until,  say,  mid-January? 

The  President  No,  we’re  going  forward, 
John  [John  Cochran,  NBC  News],  right  now 
with  some  very  active  planning,  active  con¬ 
sultation  with  business  groups,  with  labor, 
with  others.  I  just  had  a  good  talk  down 
there  with  some  of  the  labor  guys,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  at  Tropicana,  and  workers  in 
the  plant.  I  can  learn  from  that  kind  of 
thing.  But  we’re  not  going  to  hold  back 
awaiting  a  release  of  figures  before  we  for¬ 
mulate  a  plan. 

Now,  whether  it  requires  fine-tuning  be¬ 
tween  that  period  of  time  and  the  time  of 
the  State  of  the  Union,  that’s  something  I’ll 
have  to  wait  and  see. 

Q.  But  basically  are  you  really  saying 
you’ll  decide  whether  to  take  drastic  action 
in  the  third  or  fourth  week  of  January? 

The  President  No,  I’m  waiting — I’m 
saying  what  we’re  doing  is,  we’ve  got  a  lot 
of  economic  growth  elements  out  there 
right  now  that  make  sense.  And  now  we 
want  to  build  on  that,  work  with  the  eco¬ 
nomic  leaders  whose  advice  I  respect,  and 
get  a  package  which  I  will  take  directly  to 
the  American  people,  over  the  heads  of  the 
subcommittees  in  the  Congress,  and  say, 
“Please  support  us  in  helping  this  econo- 
my.”  For  3  straight  years,  I  have  had  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  proposals  put  before  the 
Congress.  And  for  3  straight  years,  the  ideas 
we  ve  put  forward  have  not  been  enacted 
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by  Congress.  Now,  I  think  there  is  enough 
urgency  out  there  that  I  think  this  could 
well  be  the  catalytic  event  that  leads  to 
action.  And  so,  that’s  the  way  we’re  ap¬ 
proaching  it.  But  many  of  the  ingredients,  I 
know  already  what  I  want  involved. 

*92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  face  not  only  the 
Democrats  next  November  but  a  challenge 
particularly  from  the  conservative  right  of 
your  party — Pat  Buchanan,  David  Duke, 
and  a  lot  of  conservatives  who  seem  to  be 
unhappy  with  you.  What  do  you  and  this 
team  have  to  do  in  the  weeks  and  months 
ahead  to  respond  to  that  challenge? 

The  President  Get  our  message  out.  Help 
turn  this  economy  around.  Help  people. 
And  get  our  record  through  a  very  active 
campaign  organization  out  to  the  American 
people.  The  playing  field  has  had  a  handful 
of  people  out  there  who  don’t  think,  don’t 
see  things  the  way  I  do,  this  campaign  field. 
And  they’ve  been  dominating  because 
there  has  been  nobody  out  there  shooting 
back.  Now  we’ve  got  some  people  to  say, 
“Here’s  the  way;  here’s  what  the  truth  is,” 
and  take  this  case  in  50  States  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people. 

So,  I  think  that  will  help  get  the  truth  out 
there,  and  then  I’ll  be  doing  my  best  to  do 
the  same. 

Q.  Why  is  it,  do  you  think,  that  you’ve  let 
the  conservatives  down? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  I  have,  to  be 
very  candid  with  you. 

Q.  Well,  they  seem  to  think - 

The  President  Well,  maybe  they  do. 
Maybe  they  believe  what  some  Democrats 
say,  for  example,  on  some  of  these  issues.  I 
don’t  agree  with  that.  See,  I  refer  to  some 
of  the  experts  here.  There  is  a  handful  of 
people  out  there  that  are  critical,  but  you’d 
expect  that.  But  I  don’t  feel  there  is  a  major 
problem  with  conservatives.  I  think  of 
myself  as  conservative.  I  think  when  we 
have  family-oriented  legislation,  like  our 
child  care,  it’s  good.  I  think  it’s  sound, 
strong,  forward-looking  conservative  legisla¬ 
tion.  I  think  the  same  thing  is  true  in  other 
areas.  So  choice  in  education  is  a  good  ex¬ 
ample.  Our  education  2000  doesn’t  rely  on 
a  big  bureaucracy  in  Washington.  This  is 
sound,  forward-looking,  you  might  say  in 


this  instance,  revolutionary  conservative 
legislation  that  we’re  proposing  and  certain¬ 
ly  a  conservative  approach  to  education  be¬ 
cause  it  will  work. 

And  so  I  can  go  right  down  the  fields.  I 
think  our  approach  to  clean  air  had  that 
same  thing,  getting  the  market  forces  in¬ 
volved. 

So,  I  don’t  agree  that  because  some 
people  jump  up  on  one  side  or  another  of 
the  spectrum  that  this  means  there’s  an 
enormous  problem  out  there.  If  there  is, 
though,  I  want  to  work  to  correct  it. 

Health  Care 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  question  on  another 
issue,  health  care.  Let  me  put  it  to  you  this 
way,  sir.  Do  you  see  any  Federal  role — 
rather,  any  role  for  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  as  a  guarantor  of  last  resort  for  health 
care? 

The  President  I  think  there  is  a  role  for 
the  Federal  Government  in  health  care, 
and  it’s  one  of  the  largest  spending  items  in 
the  Federal  budget.  So,  the  answer  to  your 
question  is  yes. 

Q.  Could  you  be  a  little  more  specific,  sir? 

The  President  No.  We’re  going  to  be, 
though,  later  on. 

*92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  lot  said  about 
the  negativity  and  ugliness  of  the  1988  cam¬ 
paign.  And  now  that  you’re  facing  challeng¬ 
ers  on  the  right  as  well  as  on  the  left  with 
the  Democrats,  some  of  your  own  strate¬ 
gists  have  predicted  that  the  ’92  campaign 
will  be  by  far  uglier,  especially  with  the 
racial  issue.  Is  this  what  you’re  expecting, 
sir? 

The  President  I  hope  not.  I’ve  noticed  a 
little  ugliness  coming  our  way  already  in 
the  primaries  out  there,  but  this  doesn’t 
bother  me  too  much. 

Q.  What  about  your  own  role  in  terms  of 
how  you  plan  to  conduct  your  campaign? 

The  President  Well,  we’ve  got  some  good 
advisers  here.  Advisers  are  there  to  advise, 
so  we’ll  wait  and  see  what  they  recom¬ 
mend.  It’s  a  little  early  for  that. 

Q.  Well,  hasn’t  the  race  issue  already 
come  up,  sir? 

The  President  Well,  if  you’d  like  me  to 
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elaborate,  ask  a  question  on  that,  and  I’ll  try 
to  be  more  specific  for  you. 

Q .  Well,  I’m  just  wondering  since  there’s 
one  candidate,  Duke,  who’s  already  making 
race  an  issue  and  since  he’s  positioned  to 
take  votes  away  from  you,  how  you  plan  to 
handle  this? 

The  President  In  the  first  place,  I’m  not 
sure.  I  haven’t  analyzed  it  enough  to  know 
where  David  Duke  takes  votes  away  from, 
when  you  look  across  the  spectrum  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  who  voted  for  what  candidates 
before  and  what  parishes  the  votes  came 
from,  and  you  know,  well  wait  and  see  on 
that.  But  I  don’t  care  whether  it’s  good  poli¬ 
tics  or  not,  I  condemn  bigotry,  and  I  con¬ 
demn  racism.  And  this  man  is  a  racist,  and 
he  is  a  bigot.  I  don’t  believe  that  costs  votes 
anywhere  for  me  to  take  that  position  in 
opposition  to  an  extreme. 

We’ve  got  a  good  record  on  civil  rights, 
and  yet  it  is  not  one  that  can  be  con¬ 
demned  by  thoughtful,  thinking  conserv¬ 
atives  because  we  avoided  the  trap,  the  pit- 
fall  of  quotas,  for  examples,  in  our  legisla¬ 
tion.  And  yet  I  hear  some  on  the  left  trying 
to  make  me  a  racist  because  I  stand  up 
against  quotas.  Well,  that’s  absolutely  ridicu¬ 
lous.  So,  just  take  the  fact,  take  your  case 
out  there  and  make  it  factually,  point  to  a 
record  that  I’m  proud  of  in  this  area  and 
then  denounce  bigotry  and  racism,  and  let 
the  chips  fall  where  they  may. 

Domestic  Policy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  number  of  Democrats 
and  other  critics  are  coming  up  with  a 
charge  about  your  administration  being  the 
status  quo  administration.  President  Reagan 
ran  on  the  notion  that  you  were  “the 
change”  some  time  ago.  I  wonder  how  that 
theme  would  work  this  time  and  how  you 
would  address  the  point  of,  say,  you’re  a 
status  quo  President  who’s  not  interested  in 
change  anymore? 

The  President  I  think  you  have  to  just 
look  around  the  world  and  see  that  there’s 
been  an  awful  lot  of  change.  And  I  think 
there’s  going  to  be  a  lot  of  change  in  this 
country,  and  I  want  to  lead  in  the  forefront 
for  competitiveness  through  education.  I 
don  t  know  whether  you  consider  it  change 
or  not,  but  we  want  to  win  this  war  against 
drugs.  And  we’ve  made  a  good  start.  We’ve 


got  a  lot  of  social  issues  out  there  upon 
which  I  think  the  American  people  agree 
with  me.  And  so  I  would  like  to,  if  we  had 
gotten  our  programs  through,  I  think  we 
would  see  a  lot  more  change  right  now. 
And  we’ll  continue  to  work  for  that. 

So  I  don’t  view  this  as  status  quo  and  I 
think  you  can  start  by  looking  around  the 
world. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Democrats  have  been 
criticizing  you  for  not  acting  on  the  econo¬ 
my.  I’d  like  to  ask  your  core  belief  on  this, 
leaving  aside  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
you  can  help  stimulate  the  economy  by 
your  growth  package,  whether  or  not  you 
believe  that  Government  intervention  is 
necessary  to  help  the  economy  recover  at 
this - 

The  President  Some  Government  help  is 
necessary.  The  passing  of  sound  legislation 
is  necessary;  that’s  Government  interven¬ 
tion.  And  the  Government  takes  out  from 
the  taxpayer’s  wallet.  And  I’d  like  to  see  the 
Government  now,  through  some  fundamen¬ 
tal  reforms,  create  more,  help  create  more 
jobs.  That’s  done  in  the  private  sector — but 
help  create  more  jobs  by  lifting  the  burden 
from  some  of  these  people  and  by  having 
forward-looking  growth  policies  in  effect. 

Q.  If  you  feel  that  way,  sir,  then  why  do 
you  feel  you  can  wait  until  the  end  of  Janu¬ 
ary  to  propose  things  that  probably  won’t 
even  be  passed  for  several  months  after 
that? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  question 
of  proposing,  I  think  it’s  a  question  of  get¬ 
ting  it  done.  Congress  is  not  in  session. 
We’ve  tried  very  hard  when  Congress  was 
in  session.  And  I  think  the  way  to  do  it  now 
is  to  go  forward  and  get  this  package  I’m 
talking  about  together  and  move  forward. 
And  that’s  exactly  what  we  plan  to  do. 

Q.  The  Democrats  say  they  will  come 
back. 

The  President  I  know  what  the  Demo¬ 
crats  say,  but  they’re  not  responsible  for 
anything  except  criticizing  the  President. 
They  control  both  Houses  of  the  Congress. 
If  they  felt  so  strongly,  why  didn’t  they  pass 
something  over  the  past  3  years?  I  have  had 
economic  growth  programs  before  Congress 
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3  years  in  a  row,  and  they  have  not  acted 
on  them.  And  so  that’s  my  reply  to  this 
negative  criticism  from  those  who  control 
the  United  States  Congress. 

But  the  people,  I  think,  are  getting  less 
interested  in  that.  I  think  they  want  some¬ 
thing  done.  I  don’t  think  they  care  whether 
it’s  the  President  or  the  Congress.  They  say, 
“Look,  enough  of  this  Washington  stuff,  let’s 
get  something  done.”  And  that’s  why  I  say, 
“All  right,  I’m  going  to  try  again.”  I’m 
going  to  put  this  all  in  a  package,  and  it’s 
going  to  be  a  very  good  one.  And  yes,  some 
of  the  ingredients  will  be  the  same  as  ones 
we’ve  proposed,  and  there  will  be  new 
things  in  it.  And  take  it  right  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  and  say  to  Congress  now,  “Look, 
let’s  just  get  this  done  fast.  And  then  you 
can  keep  on  attacking  me,  and  you  can  bet 
your  neck  I’ll  be  out  there  attacking  you.” 

But  the  American  people  deserve  this 
kind  of  approach.  But  if  they  hear  every 
single  night  some  Democratic  leader  up 
there  just  trying  to  assign  blame,  they  get  a 
little  discouraged  by  the  system  itself. 

Hispanic  Voters 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  majority  of  the  His- 
panics  are  Democrats,  and  they  have  been 
beaten  very  badly  by  the  economy.  What  is 
your  message  to  them?  How  are  you  going 
to  capture  their  votes? 

The  President  My  message  to  them  is 
better  education.  And  we’ve  got  a  great 
program  that  will  help  minority  education 
in  this  country.  My  message  to  them  is  let’s 
pass  the  Mexican  free  trade  agreement, 
North  American  free  trade  agreement. 
That,  I  believe,  would  create  jobs  that 
would  benefit  these  minorities  and  also  in¬ 
still  a  certain  sense  of  cultural  pride,  be¬ 
cause  we  are  not  going  to  forget  our  neigh¬ 
bors  to  the  south,  and  help  in  many,  many 
ways.  And  so  I  think  they  have  been,  a  lot 
of  the  Hispanic  voters  in  this  country  have 
been  captured  and  taken  for  granted  by  a 
party  that’s  done  very  little  for  them.  And 
now  I  think  the  time  has  come  to  try  the 
Republican  side. 

Personal  Contacts  with  Unemployed 
Individuals 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  been  talking 
with  people  who  are  out  of  work,  people 


whose  stories  you’ve  read  in  the  paper, 
people  who  have  written  you.  Tell  us  what 
you  told  them.  Is  it  true  that  you  have 
found  jobs  for  some?  And  what  have  you 
learned - 

The  President  No,  Marlin  handled  that 
very  well  yesterday — [laughter] — I  thought 
because  I  am  not  going  to  go  into  com¬ 
menting — it’s  one  little  vestige  of  privacy  I 
have.  And  I  don’t  want  to  take  advantage  of 
what  people  tell  me.  And  if  I  decide  to,  the 
letter  will  be  released,  and  you’ll  all  know 
the  name.  But  I  don’t  plan  to  do  that. 

Q.  I  ask  not  for  their  names,  sir - 

The  President  Yes,  I  understand.  But  I’ve 
just - 

Q.  I  ask  what  you’ve  learned  from  them. 

The  President  Oh,  what  I’ve  learned 
from  them. 

Q.  And  have  you  found  jobs  for  some  of 
them? 

The  President  Learned  that  a  lot  of 
people  are  hurting. 

And  I  hope  so.  I  hope  so. 

Q.  You  hope  that  you’ve  found  jobs - 

Chief  of  Staff  Skinner 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  what  orders  you’ve 
given  to  Sam  Skinner,  what  changes  you 
want  to  see  in  the  operation  of  the  White 
House? 

The  President  No.  I  don’t  think — well, 
Sam  and  I  had  a  long  talk  last  night.  He’s 
going  to  visit  with  John.  He’s  going  to  talk 
to  other  Chiefs  of  Staff.  And  then  before  he 
actually  takes  over  a  week  from  Monday, 
I’ll  have  a  chance  to  visit  with  him  in 
more - 

John  Sununu 

Q.  And  also,  sir,  can  you  explain  how 
John  Sununu  lost  faith  with  you?  What 
changed  there,  that  relationship? 

The  President.  That’s  all  been  explained 
ad  nauseam,  and  let’s  shift  gears  now  and 
go  forward.  And  once  again,  I  compliment 
John  Sununu  for  the  way  he’s  handled  all 
this. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  encourage 
Republicans - 

The  President  Two  more  after  this.  Okay, 
is  that  a  deal,  Marlin?  Is  that  fair? 

Q.  No. 
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The  President  Will  it  be  said  that  weve 
exhausted  our  welcome? 

Q.  Never. 

The  President  Gragg  [Gragg  Hines,  Hous¬ 
ton  Chronicle],  and  Ellen  [Ellen  Warren, 
Knight  Bidder],  and  then  Fve  got  to  go. 

David  Duke 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  encourage 
Republican  Party  officials  around  the  coun¬ 
try  to  work  at  keeping  David  Duke  off  the 
ballots  in  their  States  and  out  of  the  con¬ 
vention  as  a  delegate? 

The  President  Yes,  Fd  encourage  any¬ 
thing  to  help  David  Duke  go  away.  His 
message  of  bigotry  and  his  racism  is  bad. 
It’s  bad  for  this  country— transcends  poli¬ 
tics.  And  it’s  so  thinly  veiled  as  to  be  really 
deeply  ugly.  And  so  I  don’t  know  what— 
individuals  have  their  rights  in  this  country. 

I  guess  we’d  have  to  allege  that  he  has  a 
right  to  get  out  and  speak  as  he  does.  But  I 
have  every  right  to  condemn  it.  And  to  the 
degree  I  have  anything  to  say  about  the 
machinery  of  the  Republican  Party,  I  will 
see  that  it  is  fairly  used  to  negate  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  somebody  who  brings  this  kind  of 
race  prejudice  and  bigotry  to  the  political 
scene. 

Q.  That  would  extend  to  keeping  him 
from  being  a  delegate? 

The  President  Well,  again,  you  know  I 
want  to  be  very  careful.  People  have  rights. 
I  don’t  know  how  that  all  works  in  what 
individual  State.  But  if  you  get  the  idea 
here  I’m  unenthusiastic  about  the  man, 
why,  that’s  because  it’s  bad.  It’s  bad  for  our 
country.  There’s  too  much  ugliness  as  it  is. 
And  I  think  that  we’ve  just  got  to  denounce 
it  at  every  turn. 

Ellen,  and  then  Gragg  Hines,  and  then  I 
really  do  have  to  run. 

’92  Election 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  your  successors 
very  effectively  used  the  question  in  the 
campaign,  “Are  you  better  off  today  than 
you  were  4  years  ago?”  Sir,  are  you  willing 
to  run  on  that  question? 

The  President  Fm  ready  to  run  on  a  wide 
array  of  questions.  And  I  hope  that  by  the 
time  this  election  is  held,  and  Fm  quite 
confident  by  the  time  this  election  is  held, 
this  economy  will  be  much,  much  better. 


And  in  many  ways  I  could  answer  that  af¬ 
firmatively  right  now  because  of  world 
peace  and  because  of  a  lot  of  things.  But  in 
terms  of— while  this  economy  is  down, 
we’ve  got  to  all  work  to  get  it  back,  to  get 
people  back  to  work. 

And  for  the  person,  I  keep  repeating  it, 
for  the  person  out  of  work,  unemployment 
is  100  percent.  So,  we  keep  changing  it.  But 
I’m  prepared  to  take  my  whole  record  to 
the  American  people.  And  I  believe  that 
the  American  people  will  support  me.  And 
I  will  work  hard  to  earn  their  support.  And 
part  of  the  way  I  will  continue  to  work  hard 
is  to  try  to  help  those  who  are  hurting  out 
there.  And  in  the  meantime,  we’re  going  to 
try  to  push  for  these  forward-looking  pro¬ 
grams  on  competitiveness ,  on  education,  on 
anti-narcotics,  and  whatever  else  the  field 
is. 

Q.  And  so,  sir,  when  your  opponents  ask 
that  question,  do  you  expect  the  American 
people  to  respond  affirmatively? 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  Even  though  polls  show  right  now  that 
the  vast  majority  of  people  believe  we’re 
going  in  the  wrong  direction? 

The  President  Well,  I  think  they  do  be¬ 
cause  of  the  economic  situation.  But  by  the 
time  this  campaign  is  through  and  by  the 
time  the  economy  improves  when  I  get 
through  some  of  the  things  I  want,  and  Fm 
confident  I  will,  not  only  will  that  be — 
they’d  be  able  to  ask  that,  answer  affirma¬ 
tively  there  in  that  regard,  but  clearly 
they’ll  be  able  to  answer  affirmatively  in 
that  regard  in  terms  of  whether  they  wake 
up  worrying  about  nuclear  weapons  and  all 
of  these  kinds  of  things. 

So,  one  looks  at  the  whole  record.  And 
right  now,  I  can  understand  people  saying 
that.  But  this  campaign  hasn’t  started.  You 
listen,  you  turn  on  the  television  every 
night,  and  you  get  3  minutes  of  gloom  and 
doom  out  of  people  to  open  the  news  every 
single  night.  And  that  turns  around,  things 
are  a  little  more  cheerful,  and  people  begin 
to  get  the  feeling  that  things  are  moving  in 
the  economy,  that’s  going  to  change.  And  I 
want  to  be  sure  it  changes,  and  that  means 
Fm  going  to  continue  to  work  to  get  the 
best  kind  of  economic  growth  package  I 
can,  based  on  sound  economics,  through 
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this  Congress  that  up  until  now  has  been 
highly  partisan. 

But  I  don’t  think  they  will  be.  I  think 
when  they  go  home  for  a  couple  of  weeks 
now,  several  weeks,  I  think  they’ll  come 
back  saying,  “Hey,  we’ve  got  to  do  some¬ 
thing.”  Less  posturing.  Let’s  get  something 
done  for  this  country. 

Cragg,  and  then  I  do  go. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  two  questions  about 
your  challengers  in  the  Republican  Party. 
Number  one,  do  you  want  Pat  Buchanan  in 
the  same  bag  with  David  Duke?  And 
number  two,  even  if  they  get  delegates,  will 
you  work  to  deny  them  any  role  at  the 
Republican  National  Convention,  including 
television  time? 

The  President.  I  don’t  put  them  in  the 
same  category  at  all. 

Q.  How  do  you  separate  them?  [. Laugh¬ 
ter ] 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  Pat  Buchanan 
is  a  bigot.  And  I  don’t  think  Pat  Buchanan 
is  a  racist. 

Q.  But  he  still  doesn’t  represent  a  strong 
challenge  to  you? 

The  President  Well,  let’s  wait  and  let  the 
voters  decide  all  that,  Cragg. 

Q.  And  on  the  question  on  the  national 
convention - 

The  President.  What  was  that  one? 

Q.  If  they  have  delegates,  either  one  of 
them  have  delegates,  would  you  work  to 
deny  them  a  role,  including,  say,  national 
television  time? 

The  President.  No.  I  think  you’ve  got  to 
be  fair.  I  believe  in  fairplay,  and  that’s  too 
hypothetical  because  I  don’t  want  that  to 
happen.  I’d  like  to  have  all  the  delegates. 

Q.  You  could  envision  David  Duke  ap¬ 
pearing  at  the  Republican  National  Conven¬ 
tion? 

The  President.  I  envision  even  somebody 
as  obnoxious  as  that  having  certain  rights. 
And  I’m  determined  that  whatever,  people 
have  certain  rights.  He  would  not  be  well- 
received  at  the  Republican  convention,  I 
can  tell  you  that.  And  I  don’t  know  what 
the  rules  are,  but  we  will  play  by  the  rules. 
And  I  hope  there’s  something  in  the  rules 
that  would  make  his  participation  limited  at 
best. 

Q.  So  you  would  not  rule  out  David  Duke 
appearing  at  the  Republican  National  Con¬ 


vention? 

The  President.  I  what? 

Q.  You  would  not  rule  out  David  Duke 
appearing  at  the  Republican  National  Con¬ 
vention? 

The  President.  Cragg,  I  don’t  know  what 
the  ground  rules  are.  You’re  going  to  have 
all  kinds  of  weird  groups  down  there  at  the 
Republican  convention — [laughter] — and 
they’ll  have  just  been  then,  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  convention.  [Laughter]  They  travel. 
They’re  convention-goers .  [Laughter]  I 
can’t  speak  for  all  these  crazy  people  that 
show  up. 

Q.  Inside  or  outside? 

The  President  They’ll  be  swarming  all 
around  the  outside,  I’ll  guarantee  you.  But 
you’ve  got  certain  ground  rules.  You  play 
by  the  ground  rules.  And  we’re  not  going  to 
deny  a  person  a  fundamental  right.  I  don’t 
know  what  that  right  is,  but  there  are  rules 
that  apply  to  delegates.  And  I  can’t  frankly 
conceive  of  any  Republican  State — any 
State  Republican  delegation  at  a  convention 
wanting  David  Duke  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  process.  I  just  can’t  see  it.  So,  I 
hope  that’s  the  way  it  will  work  out.  Having 
said  that,  a  person  is  entitled,  no  matter 
how  obnoxious,  to  certain  standing.  And 
we’ll  just  see  how  it  goes.  But  I  will  now 
rush  out  and  talk  to  Clayton  Yeutter  to  see 
what  the  rules  are  on  this. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Foreign  policy - 

The  President  Foreign  policy?  Wait  a 
minute,  I  didn’t  come  here  to  talk  about 
foreign  policy.  Just  a  minute,  I  don’t  want 
to — what  is  it? 

Q.  Does  the  Soviet  Union  still  exist  in 
your  mind?  And  if  so,  in  its  current  state, 
how  do  you  deal  with  it? 

The  President  The  Soviet  Union  certainly 
still  exists,  and  this  is  all  in  the  throes  of 
evolution  now.  The  process  is  evolving,  and 
you  see  an  overwhelming  vote  for  inde¬ 
pendence  on  the  part  of  Ukraine.  You  see 
the  reforms  going  forward  in  Russia.  You 
see  Gorbachev  in  the  center  committed  to 
reform.  And  we  are  working  with  who’s 
there  to  facilitate  the  peaceful  evolution 
here.  And  I  say  peaceful  because  you’ve  got 
some  big  problems  of  weapons  and  destruc- 
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tion  of  nuclear  weapons  and  things  that  are 
very,  very  important.  So,  we’re  going  to 
stay  engaged  and  deal  with  what’s  there. 
So,  it’s  changing,  and  nobody  can  predict 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  where  it’s  all 
going  to  be  the  day  after  tomorrow. 

Thank  you  all. 

Note:  The  President's  112th  news  conference 
began  at  2:02  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at 


the  White  House.  During  the  news  confer¬ 
ence,  the  following  persons  were  referred  to: 
Patrick  J.  Buchanan,  columnist  and  televi¬ 
sion  commentator;  David  Duke,  newly  de¬ 
clared  candidate  for  the  Republican  Presi¬ 
dential  nomination ;  Robin  Higgins ,  whose 
husband.  Col.  William  R.  Higgins,  died 
while  held  hostage  in  Beirut,  Lebanon ;  and 
William  Buckley,  who  also  died  as  a  hos¬ 
tage  in  Beirut. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  National  Defense  Authorization  Act  for 
Fiscal  Years  1992  and  1993 
December  5,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  2100, 
the  “National  Defense  Authorization  Act 
for  Fiscal  Years  1992  and  1993,”  notwith¬ 
standing  the  reservations  that  I  have  re¬ 
garding  certain  of  its  provisions.  H.R.  2100 
authorizes  appropriations  that  provide  for  a 
national  defense  sufficient  to  meet  foreseea¬ 
ble  threats  to  the  national  security.  It  con¬ 
forms  to  the  Bipartisan  Budget  Agreement 
and  generally  supports  the  Administration’s 
major  defense  priorities,  including  key  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Strategic  Defense  Initiative. 

Several  provisions  raise  serious  constitu¬ 
tional  issues.  I  am  particularly  concerned 
about  a  provision  that  derogates  from  the 
President’s  authority  under  the  Constitution 
to  conduct  U.S.  foreign  policy.  Section  1046 
purports  to  require  the  President  to  begin 
negotiations  with  specified  foreign  nations 
to  enter  into  agreements  regarding  defense 
cost-sharing.  Consistent  with  my  responsi¬ 
bility  under  the  Constitution  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  such  negotiations,  I  will  construe 
that  provision  to  be  precatory  rather  than 
mandatory.  Section  1046  also  purports  to 
require  that  I  report  to  the  Congress  con¬ 
cerning  any  such  negotiations.  I  sign  this 
bill  with  the  understanding  that  this  provi¬ 
sion  does  not  require  the  reporting  of  the 
details  of  diplomatic  negotiations  with  for¬ 
eign  nations  or  other  privileged  information 
or  detract  from  my  constitutional  authority 
to  protect  sensitive  national  security  infor¬ 
mation. 

Section  153  purports  to  restrict  deploy¬ 


ment  and  redeployment  of  certain  intercon¬ 
tinental  ballistic  missiles.  Section  2851  un¬ 
dermines  arrangements  with  our  NATO 
allies  to  establish  facilities  and  deploy  forces 
at  Crotone,  Italy.  Section  1042  purports  to 
impose  a  limit  on  the  number  of  military 
personnel  stationed  in  Europe.  While  I  will 
respect  the  intent  of  these  and  similar  pro¬ 
visions  as  far  as  possible,  I  sign  the  bill  with 
the  understanding  that  such  provisions  do 
not  constrain  my  constitutional  authority  to 
deploy  military  resources  to  safeguard  the 
security  of  the  Nation. 

Section  213  purports  to  restrict  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  to  classi¬ 
fy  certain  information  regarding  the  A-(X) 
aircraft,  and  various  other  provisions  of  the 
Act  require  that  specified  reports  or  infor¬ 
mation  be  provided  to  the  Congress.  I  shall 
construe  all  these  provisions  consistent  with 
my  constitutional  authority  to  protect  infor¬ 
mation  that  is  privileged  or  that  bears  on 
the  national  security. 

Sections  921  and  922  could  be  construed 
to  restrict  the  flexibility  of  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  to  direct  the  management  of  the 
Defense  Intelligence  Agency,  to  dictate 
how  intelligence  information  is  to  be  proc¬ 
essed,  and  to  require  intra-government  con¬ 
sultations  prior  to  nomination  of  officials  to 
head  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  and 
the  National  Security  Agency.  These  are  un¬ 
needed  and  constitutionally  questionable  in¬ 
trusions  into  the  management  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch.  I  will  construe  these  provisions 
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consistent  with  the  Constitution. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  5,  1991. 


Note:  H.R.  2100 ,  approved  December  5,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-190.  This 
statement  was  released  by  the  Office  of  the 
Press  Secretary  on  December  6. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  South  Lawn 
December  6,  1991 


Visit  to  Pearl  Harbor 

The  President  I  do  want  to  say  that  I’m 
looking  forward  to  going  to  Pearl  Harbor.  I 
think  for  me  and  a  lot  of  other  Americans 
of  my  generation  this  is  a  very  emotional 
time.  And  this  will  be  a  very  emotional  day 
tomorrow.  But  I  also  approach  it  as  a  day  of 
healing,  appropriately  honoring  those  who 
died  at  Pearl  Harbor  and  those  who  were 
killed  in  World  War  II  after  Pearl  Harbor. 

But  also  what  I  want  to  do  is  put  the 
focus  on  the  fact  that  yesterday’s  enemies  in 
Europe  and  in  Asia  are  now  our  friends. 
And  a  lot  of  healing  has  taken  place.  I  take 
great  pride  in  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  reached  out  the  minute  the  war  was 
over  to  both  Japan  and  Germany. 

So  in  terms  of  my  emphasis,  I’ll  be  honor¬ 
ing  those  who  made  this  era  of  peace  possi¬ 
ble.  And  it  was  that  big  of  an  event.  But 
also  trying  to  keep  the  country’s  focus  on 
the  fact  that  those  former  enemies  are  now 
friends.  And  we’re  working  with  them 
under  a  democratic  system  to  make  this 
world  better  and  really,  in  terms  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  side  of  things,  to  work  together  for 
an  increased  global  economy,  a  bigger 
global  economy  which  will  serve  the  needs 
of  all  people  including  workers  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  in  Japan  and  in  Germany. 

So,  it’s  an  exciting  time.  As  I  say,  in  a 
sense  for  me  it  will  be  emotional  because 
like  a  lot  of  those  veterans  out  there  I  lost 
friends,  my  roommates,  two  roommates 
killed  in  action  off  our  carrier.  And  yet,  I  go 
there  with  no  rancor  but  with  the  wonder¬ 
ful  feeling  that  things  have  moved  dramati¬ 
cally  forward  in  a  very  positive  way.  So,  this 
is  what  this  trip  is  about,  and  we’ll  be  back 
here  early  Sunday  morning. 

Q.  Will  you  at  Pearl  Harbor  be  apologiz¬ 


ing  in  any  way  for  the  U.S.  internment  of 
Japanese-American  citizens  who  were - 

The  President.  I  will  acknowledge  that  as 
an  era  of  a  tragic  thing,  loyal  Americans  put 
into  camps  because  of  race.  Congress  took 
appropriate  action  last  year.  But  yes,  I  will 
point  out  that  was  one  of,  on  our  side,  one 
of  the  tragic  things  that  happened.  And  of 
course,  it  will  never  happen  again.  But  it 
was  a  very  shameful  chapter  in  an  other¬ 
wise  glorious  achievement,  you  might  say, 
the  total  victory  over  imperialism  and  total¬ 
itarianism. 

Q.  Mr.  President  do  you  think  Japan 
should  apologize  for - 

Unemployment 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  unemployment  fig¬ 
ures  are  up  again.  Do  you  think  something 
should  be - 

The  President.  No,  I  thought  I  saw  that 
the  unemployment  numbers  were  about 
the  same. 

Q.  Well,  according  to  the  morning  shows, 
the  number  of  new  people  that  signed  up 
for  unemployment - 

The  President  Yes,  but  what  I’m  talking 
about  is  what  we  always  go  by,  which  is  the 
unemployment  total  numbers.  And  the 
economy  is  far  too  slow,  but  a  lot  of  news 
media  yesterday  were  predicting  an  in¬ 
crease  in  unemployment.  And  to  me  it 
looked  like  it  was  6.8,  which  is  too  high. 
And  I  think  we  ought  to  put  the  focus  on 
that  and  try  to  at  least,  you  know,  report  it 
as  it  is.  I  think  that’s  what  it  said,  and  I’m 
glad  because  I  think  many  were  predict¬ 
ing — 

Q.  Seven. 

The  President - raising,  7  or  something 

like  that.  So,  please,  don’t  go  into  these 
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little  details.  Let’s  look  at  the  big  picture  is 
what  Fm  trying  to  do. 

The  Economy 

Q.  My  question  is  whether  or  not  you 
should — can  we  wait  until  the  State  of  the 
Union  for  you  to  unveil  your  new  economic 
plan? 

The  President.  Well,  we’ve  already  accel¬ 
erated  $9.7  billion  worth  of  spending  yes¬ 
terday.  Nobody  can  wait  in  terms  of  the 
hardship  of  somebody  that’s  unemployed. 
But  you  want  to  be  able,  that  when  you  do 
something,  to  get  it  done  through  Congress 
in  a  way  that  doesn’t  set  things  back  and 
moves  the  employment  figures  up  and  the 
unemployment  figures  down.  And  I  want  to 
keep  interest  rates  reasonably  well. 

So  these  hearings  will  help  us.  I  talked  to 
Rostenkowski  this  morning.  I  thought 
Darman,  Brady  and  Boskin  did  a  good  job 
yesterday.  There  may  be  other  things. 


We’re  looking  all  the  time  for  things  we  can 
do  before  we  get  Congress  back  here  to 
take  a  major  step  forward,  but  I  think  we 
can  do  that. 

Q.  Can  you  absolutely  rule  out  seeking  to 
break  the  budget  agreement? 

The  President.  I  would  leave  the  testimo¬ 
ny  the  way  it  was  yesterday.  It  was  handled 
beautifully  by  our  people. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:41  a.m.  prior 
to  his  departure  for  Ontario ,  CA.  In  his 
remarks ,  the  President  referred  to  Dan  Ros¬ 
tenkowski ,  chairman  of  the  House  Ways 
and  Means  Committee ;  Richard  Darman , 
Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas 
F.  Brady;  and  Michael  Boskin ,  Chairman  of 
the  President's  Council  of  Economic  Advis¬ 
ers. 


Remarks  to  Mag  Instrument  Employees  in  Ontario,  California 

December  6 ,  1991 


Well,  thank  you,  Tony  and  Claire,  and 
thank  all  of  you  for  the  tour  we  just  went 
on.  It’s  nice  to  see  both  Tony  and  Claire.  I 
saw  them  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  back  in 
Washington.  The  Maglicas  are  doing  a  great 
job.  And  I  also  am  pleased  to  see  Senator 
Seymour,  one  of  California’s  two  Senators, 
with  us  here  today,  sitting  up  here  with  me. 

And  we  brought  another  person  along, 
but  I  don’t  see  her — Pat  Saiki  over  here, 
who  is  with  me  on  our  way  out  to  Pearl 
Harbor.  And  she  is  the  head  of  the  Small 
Business  Administration  back  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  Pat,  welcome. 

There  was  a  bit  of  confusion  on  the  way 
in  today.  I  arrived  at  the  factory;  one  of  my 
aides  handed  me  a  beer.  And  I  said  to 
them,  “Look,  I  said  I  wanted  a  Maglite.” 
[Laughter] 

I  got  to  know  Tony  and  Claire  during  the 
inauguration,  when  they  sent  40,000  Points 
of  Light,  these  mini-Maglites  that  you  all 
make,  as  symbolic,  what  we  call  Points  of 
Light,  to  demonstrate  their  faith  in  the 
power  volunteers  have  to  build  a  better 


America.  And  Mag  Instrument  represents 
the  spirit  of  enterprise,  the  devotion  to 
quality,  the  principle  of  hands-on  leadership 
that  will  carry  us  into  the  next  American 
century.  Let  me  tell  you  why. 

Tony  Maglica’s  story,  in  essence,  is  the 
story  of  the  American  dream,  a  tale  of  op¬ 
portunity  that  began  in  a  Los  Angeles 
garage  in  1955.  And  later,  in  his  job  shop, 
he  invented  a  superior  quality  flashlight  for 
use  by  police  and  firemen  whose  lives 
might  depend  on  the  quality  of  the  light. 
Let  me  add,  in  fact,  Mag  Instrument 
showed  its  ongoing  commitment  to  these 
heroes  with  very  generous  support  for  the 
National  Law  Enforcement  Memorial  which 
we  dedicated  in  October. 

Over  the  last  10  years,  your  company  has 
led  the  way  for  American  competitiveness 
and  excellence,  growing  from  that  small 
shop  I  talked  about  to  one  of  the  largest 
flashlight  manufacturers  in  the  entire 
world. 

Mag  Instrument  products  are  made  in 
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America,  made  with  American  parts,  and 
they’re  made  by  the  best.  They’re  made  by 
American  workers.  And  the  commitment  to 
American  quality,  from  raw  materials  to 
design  to  production,  has  put  your  compa¬ 
ny,  has  put  Mag  Instrument  right  up  at  the 
top.  And  that’s  what  will  put  our  country 
right  up  at  the  top,  too. 

Tony  is  living  proof:  When  the  fight  is 
fair,  American  manufacturers  can  outpro¬ 
duce,  outsell,  and  outcompete  any  other 
nation  on  Earth. 

And  that’s  why  we’re  striving  hard  in  the 
administration  to  open  foreign  markets  to 
American  goods  and  services,  to  continue 
solid,  job-creating  export  growth.  We  want 
companies  to  follow  Mag  Instrument’s  lead 
in  building  export  business.  Their  exports 
comprised  over  a  quarter  of  their  total  sales 
this  year.  And  that’s  good  business,  because 
last  year  alone  total  gross  exports  accounted 
for  virtually  all  of  this  Nation’s  economic 
growth. 

We  want  to  keep  inflation  low,  interest 
rates  down,  productivity  high  so  that  Amer¬ 
ican  business  can  stay  competitive.  And  to 
do  it,  we’ve  proposed  initiatives  to  cut 
senseless  Government  regulation,  to  im¬ 
prove  education.  And  Barbara’s  working 
very  hard  in  her  way  on  helping  people 
learn  to  read.  Improve  education;  improve 
job  training;  and  here’s  one  Tony  will  like, 
reform  our  civil  justice  system  so  that  em¬ 
ployers  can  stay  on  the  factory  floors  and 
out  of  the  courtrooms.  And  we’re  going  to 
continue  to  work  on  that  one,  too.  I  won’t 
tell  you  the  figure  Tony  told  me  that  he 
had  to  spend  in  protecting  patent  rights  of 
the  products  that  you  all  develop  here,  but 
it  is  mind-boggling. 

All  of  this  is  part  of  our  strategy  then  for 
long-term  economic  growth  in  this  country 
particularly  as  it  relates  to  exports,  a  strate¬ 
gy  I  laid  out  from  day  one  of  my  Presiden¬ 
cy,  Since  then,  frankly,  I’ve  called  on  the 
Congress  to  act  on  our  capital  gains  tax  cut 
to  stimulate  investment.  But  more  impor¬ 
tant,  it  would  stimulate  job  creation  all 
across  the  State  of  California.  And  we  need 
more  jobs  in  the  State  of  California.  I’ve 
called  on  Congress  to  act  on  our  R&D  tax 
credit,  to  create  new  technologies  and  new 
jobs;  to  act  on  IRA’s,  these  retirement  ac¬ 
counts,  you  know,  for  first-time  homebuy- 


ers.  That  would  stimulate  the  housing 
market.  And  to  enact  banking  reform  legis¬ 
lation  to  make  our  banks  more  competitive 
and  to  make  that  capital  flow  to  entrepre¬ 
neurs  like  Tony  that  have  created  so  many 
jobs  right  here. 

People  are  hurting.  And  I  hear  it  from 
just  plain  everyday  Americans,  and  the  let¬ 
ters  I  read  back  in  Washington,  conversa¬ 
tions  on  the  shop  floor  in  places  like  this 
and  just  before  this,  down  in  Florida  and 
over  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

And  while  Congress  is  home  for  the  holi¬ 
days,  I  hope  that  they’re  getting  the  mes¬ 
sage,  too.  Then,  when  they  come  back  in 
January,  what  I  plan  to  do  is  to  ask  them  to 
put  politics  aside — it’s  going  to  be  an  elec¬ 
tion  year — but  lay  the  politics  aside  just 
long  enough  to  take  some  important  steps 
to  get  this  economy  on  the  move  again. 

And  I’m  going  to  hold  out  my  hand, 
extend  it;  I  promise  you  that.  And  that’s 
because  I  believe  we  can  create  more  hope 
for  the  future.  We  can  build  greater  pros¬ 
perity.  We  can  bring  the  American  dream 
to  life  for  all  Americans.  You  give  America 
the  tools,  and  they’ll  get  the  job  done.  And 
you  give  me  a  Congress  I  can  work  with 
and  more  businessmen  like  Tony  and  Claire 
here,  more  companies  like  this  one  in 
America,  and  we  all  together  will  get  the 
job  done. 

So  I  really  wanted  to  come  by  and  learn, 
and  I  have.  I’ve  watched  how  this  all  works 
in  there.  I’ve  heard  the  enthusiasm  of  Tony 
Maglica.  It’s  contagious.  It’s  an  infectious 
feeling.  He  says  anybody  can  get  this  job 
done,  and  I  believe  we  can.  I  am  absolutely 
confident  that  things  are  going  to  be  better, 
and  I’m  going  to  keep  right  on  working 
hard  in  Washington  and  then  when  Con¬ 
gress  comes  back,  to  do  my  part. 

Thank  you  for  a  very  inspiring  day.  And 
you  might  be  interested  in  this.  Barbara 
and  I,  when  we  leave  here,  we  go  to  a 
lunch  downtown,  a  Kiwanis  lunch,  and  then 
we’re  heading  out  to  Pearl  Harbor  for  the 
commemoration  of  Pearl  Harbor  Day, 
which  will  be  tomorrow — turning  point 
really  in  terms  of  peace  and  freedom  in  the 
world;  certainly  a  memorable  time  in  the 
history  of  our  great  country.  But  as  I  con¬ 
clude,  I  think  it’s  also  a  blessing  that  it  looks 
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like,  because  of  the  leadership  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  your  kids  and  our  grand- 
kids  can  grow  up  in  a  much  more  peaceful 
world.  And  that’s  something  to  say  our 
thanks  to  God  for. 


Thank  you  all  and  God  bless  our  country. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:51  a.m.  at 
the  Mag  Instrument,  Inc.,  factory. 


Remarks  to  the  Kiwanis  and  Rotary  Clubs  in  Ontario,  California 
December  6,  1991 


Thank  you,  Nancy  DeDeimar,  and  thank 
you  for  that  introduction,  and  thank  you  for 
your  indulgence  of  all  the  detail  that  has  to 
go  into  a  visit  of  this  nature.  But  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  with  you  all  here. 

I’ve  been  to  several  Kiwanis  events  over 
quite  a  few  years,  so  as  an  outsider,  let  me 
start  by  saying:  I’m  George  Bush,  from 
Washington,  DC,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

And  Nancy  graciously  introduced  my 
friend,  our  Senator,  Senator  Seymour,  who 
is  with  us  today.  And  she  also  introduced 
Pat  Saiki.  Pat  is  now  the  head  of  the  SBA, 
the  Small  Business  Administration,  was  a 
Member  of  Congress  and  now  the  head  of 
SBA.  And  she  is  doing  a  superb  job  in  very 
difficult  circumstances.  And  she  and  I  and 
Barbara  and  a  group  of  others  are  on  our 
way  out  to  her  home  State  for  what  I  know 
will  be  a  very  memorable  salutation  of  his¬ 
tory  tomorrow.  It’s  going  to  be  a  very  emo¬ 
tional  time  out  there,  but  I’m  just  privi¬ 
leged  to  represent  the  United  States  of 
America  at  Pearl  Harbor  Day  at  that  won¬ 
derful  place. 

Let  me  just  say  that  Jim  Brulte,  down 
here,  who  is  your  State  rep,  he  and  I  have 
served  together,  and  he  was  on  the  receiv¬ 
ing  end  of  one  of  these  introductions  a  few 
minutes  ago,  the  announcements.  And  he 
said,  “Well,  I  think  I’d  rather  be  out  there 
doing  the  advance  work,”  which  he  did  so 
ably  and  many  other  things  for  the  White 
House.  But  anyway,  you’ve  got  a  very  good 
man  representing  you  in  the  assembly. 

And  I  might  say  to  the  Kiwanians  here 
that  just  a  couple  of  days  ago — several  days 
ago;  I  believe  it  was  3 — I  received  a  thor¬ 
ough  briefing  in  the  Oval  Office  from  Gayle 
Beyers  of  Kiwanis  International,  who  filled 


me  in — he’s  the  international  president — 
filled  me  in  on  the  inspiring  worldwide  ef¬ 
forts  that  you  have  undertaken.  I  also  had 
listened  as  the  heads  of  Circle  K  and  the 
Key  Club,  bright  young  people  who  were 
with  him,  told  me  about  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  of  Kiwanis.  So  it  was  a  good  Kiwanis 
day  there  in  the  historic  Oval  Office  3  days 
ago. 

As  I  mentioned,  I  go  on  to  Pearl  Harbor 
to  take  part  in  these  commemorations  to¬ 
morrow.  And  right  now  I  want  to  salute  a 
man  who  was  there.  Jay  Holmes.  I  don’t 
know  if  he’s  here  today  or  not.  Jay,  right 
there.  You  know  him  as  the  former  general 
manager  of  the  Daily  Report,  but  history 
knows  him  and  says  that  50  years  ago  he 
was  a  19-year-old  Marine  aboard  the  U.S.S. 
West  Virginia.  And  we  know  the  history, 
and  men  like  Jay  know  the  human  terms. 
What  it  meant  to  stand  for  a  moment  at  the 
very  center  of  history;  what  it  meant  to 
pick  up  and  then  battle  back  from  that  shat¬ 
tering  moment  on  the  morning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  7th  to  victory,  come  back  from  that 
moment  to  victory  4  years  later. 

Let  me  just  say  to  Jim  Brulte,  as  a  Rotari- 
an  who  helped  the  Kiwanis  Club  put  to¬ 
gether  today’s  event — [laughter]— Jim  is 
going  to  be  fined  for  fraternizing  with  the 
enemy,  but  nevertheless — [laughter]. 

Surrounded  by  so  many  Points  of  Light, 
and  your  president  referred  to  that,  I  can’t 
let  this  opportunity  go  by  without  recogniz¬ 
ing  you  for  your  good  works.  First,  on 
behalf  of  Barbara,  let  me  salute  the  Kiwanis 
Club  for  its  leading  role  in  that  Reading  Is 
Fundamental  program.  Going  into  that 
classroom,  sharing  a  child’s  first  experience 
learning  how  to  read,  is  as  simple  as  it  is 
rewarding.  If  you’re  concerned  about  our 
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future,  then  you  care  about  our  kids,  and 
certainly  Kiwanis  does. 

With  the  holidays  fast  upon  us,  I  want  to 
recognize  Rotary  Santa  Claus  Incorporated 
for  its  work  repairing  and  recycling  used 
toys.  Thanks  to  you,  children  who  far  too 
often  have  to  go  without  can  look  forward 
to  finding  something  special  under  the 
Christmas  tree.  And  then  I  also  want  to 
salute  the  Ontario  Police  Department — led 
by  Lowell  Stark,  the  police  chief  here,  but 
even  more  important,  Rotarian — for  their 
award-winning  gang  control  program.  Your 
slogan  says  it  all:  “Gangs  plus  dope  equal  no 
hope.”  Your  success  has  won  admirers  not 
just  statewide  but  wherever  communities 
are  plagued  by  gang  violence. 

We  can  help  in  Washington.  I  want  to  get 
our  national  drug-fighting  program  fully  im¬ 
plemented.  And  they’re  doing  pretty  well. 
There  are  some  encouraging  notes  there.  I 
want  to  get  our  crime  bill  passed  by  the 
Congress.  And  one  of  my  big  regrets  was 
they  didn’t  pass  a  strong  crime  bill  that  has 
a  little  more  sympathy  for  the  people  out 
there  on  patrol  and  a  little  less  for  the  vic¬ 
tims  [perpetrators]  of  crime.  I  want  that 
passed.  And  we’re  going  to  keep  working  to 
get  it  done,  but  I  just  want  to  salute  those 
who  are  going  forward  with  this  good  work 
for  fighting  against  these  gangs  and  offering 
alternatives  to  the  young  people  in  this 
country. 

To  prove  just  how  far  Ontario  has  come 
in  promoting  peace  among  the  warring  fac¬ 
tions,  we  do  indeed  have  the  Kiwanians  and 
the  Rotarians  sitting  together  in  this  room. 
[Laughter] 

I  thank  you  for  inviting  us  here,  giving 
me  this  opportunity  to  spend  some  time  in 
the  community.  And  great  things  are  hap¬ 
pening.  I  wish  all — maybe  some  of  you  have 
been  there;  I’m  sure  you  have — but  just  a 
few  minutes  ago  I  toured  the  Mag  Instru¬ 
ment  plant  here  in  Ontario.  Yes,  I’ve  seen 
the  light.  [Laughter]  And  I  met  the  people 
who  have  turned  a  one-man,  one-room  op¬ 
eration  into  an  industry  leader,  worldwide, 
10  short  years.  And  I  came  away  proud, 
impressed  once  more  with  this  American 
energy  and  American  ingenuity. 

I  have  visited  since  I’ve  been  President 
48  States  in  3  years,  a  little  less  than  3 
years.  And  everyplace  I  visit  gives  you  a 


chance  to  talk  to  people  and  to  listen  and, 
as  was  true  of  today,  to  learn. 

And  Ontario’s  a  long  way  from  Washing¬ 
ton.  You’re  not  caught  up  in  the  beltway 
blame  game  that  dominates  so  much  of  the 
coverage  that  I’m  sure  you  see  every  night. 
You’re  not  so  much  caught  up  in  the  finger¬ 
pointing  and  the  posturing,  the  battle  for 
that  9-second  sound  bite  out  there  on  the 
evening  news  that  all  of  us  politicians  com¬ 
pete  so  vigorously  for.  What  matters  to  you 
are  real-world  concerns:  The  quality  of  our 
schools,  a  good  job  with  a  future,  safe 
streets,  clean  air,  neighborhoods  where 
people  look  out  for  one  another.  And  all  the 
squabbling  in  Washington  is  background 
noise  as  you  pay  the  bills  and  raise  your  kids 
with  a  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  plan 
for  the  future. 

Each  community  faces  these  real-world 
challenges  in  its  own  way.  Take  the  way 
your  community  has  coped  with  change. 
Not  long  ago,  Ontario  and  the  area  around 
it  was  little  more  than  a  point  on  the  map 
from  Los  Angeles  to  Las  Vegas.  And  today, 
your  city  is  part  of  California’s  Inland 
Empire,  the  fastest  growing  region  in  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  States. 

The  Inland  Empire  stands  alone  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  as  the  only  region  to  report  uninter¬ 
rupted  job  growth  every  month  during  the 
national  economic  downturn.  And  yet,  be¬ 
cause  the  population  grew  faster  than  the 
jobs,  even  here  you’ve  seen  an  increase  in 
unemployment.  And  even  your  enviable 
growth  record  offers  cold  comfort  to  those 
people  that  are  out  there  that  are  caught  in 
the  downturn.  And  I  know  this,  that  for  a 
person  out  of  a  job,  the  unemployment  rate 
is  100  percent. 

Yes,  times  are  tough  across  this  country. 
The  local  construction  industry  lost  10,000 
jobs  in  the  past  year  alone.  The  manufactur¬ 
ing  sector  and  aerospace  industry  have 
been  hit  hard.  The  pressure  to  sustain 
growth  won’t  let  up.  According  to  projec¬ 
tions,  the  population  of  San  Bernardino 
County  will  more  than  double  from  1980 
just  to  the  year  2000. 

Today,  the  single  largest  export  from  the 
Inland  Empire  remains  commuters:  Three 
to  four  hundred  thousand  make  the  trip 
each  day  to  jobs  in  greater  Los  Angeles. 
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And  yet,  increasingly,  Ontario  finds  itself 
pulled  into  the  global  marketplace  by  virtue 
of  its  place  on  the  Pacific  Rim.  Warehousing 
jobs  are  up  nearly  20  percent  in  2  years  due 
to  increased  exports.  UPS  has  made  Ontario 
one  of  its  three  domestic  airline  hubs,  well- 
positioned  to  serve  the  western  United 
States  and  in  the  international  markets 
across  the  Pacific.  This  new  addition  to  On¬ 
tario’s  corporate  community  will  pump  half 
a  billion  a  year  into  this  county’s  economy. 

The  people  of  the  Inland  Empire  are 
building  this  future  for  themselves,  and  the 
growth  that  results  will  be  the  sweat  of  your 
hard  work,  not  the  gift  of  Government.  And 
what  you  want  from  Government  is  the 
good  sense  to  know  when  to  step  in  and 
help,  and  then  when  to  step  out  of  the  way. 

But  we  can  help,  and  we’re  trying  to 
help.  Government  can  help  by  fighting  to 
open  new  markets  to  American  goods. 
When  trade  is  free  and  fair,  I  am  absolutely 
convinced  that  American  workers  can  out- 
think,  outproduce,  and  outdistance  any  for¬ 
eign  competitor.  Our  administration  has 
made  free  trade  a  key  element  in  our  for¬ 
eign  policy,  from  Fast  Track  authority  with 
Mexico — and  that  is  going  to  mean  more 
jobs  here — to  the  talks  we’re  going  to  hold 
not  long  from  now  when  I  travel  to  Korea 
and  Japan. 

Here  at  home,  we  have  pushed  for  the 
kind  of  economic  growth  initiatives  that 
will  encourage  growth,  that  will  create  jobs. 
And  from  day  one  as  President,  I’ve  argued 
that  we  can  never  stand  pat  and  simply 
assume  endless  economic  prosperity.  In 
1989,  in  the  midst  of  the  longest  peacetime 
expansion  in  American  history,  I  called  on 
the  Congress  to  pass  a  series  of  growth  ini¬ 
tiatives,  1989  incentives  to  spur  saving  and 
investment,  to  support  aggressive  R&D,  re¬ 
search  and  development,  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  capital.  You  all  know  the  story:  Three 
years  later,  we’re  still  waiting  for  Congress 
to  lay  aside  politics  and  pick  up  the  chal¬ 
lenge. 

I  am  not  about  to  let  Congress  off  the 
hook.  Next  month,  in  my  State  of  the  Union 
Message,  I’ll  challenge  Congress  to  work 
with  me  at  long  last  to  get  the  job  done,  to 
take  action  to  get  this  economy  growing 
again,  generating  good  jobs  for  working 
men  and  women  all  across  this  country. 


For  all  the  economic  dislocations,  for  all 
the  real  hurt  people  are  suffering  through 
today,  I  am  confident,  confident  that  here 
in  California  and  across  this  country  our  re¬ 
covery  will  gain  speed.  And  I  look  back  to 
the  early  eighties  when  the  economy  went 
through  a  tough  period  of  wheel-spinning 
before  it  set  out  on  the  path  of  sustained 
growth.  Back  then  I  think  unemployment 
reached  up  in  the  double-digit  range,  10- 
point-something  percent.  A  recovery  now 
that,  as  we  look  back  on  it,  meant  better 
lives  for  millions  of  American  families. 
Years  from  now,  we  may  well  look  back  on 
the  early  nineties  the  same  way,  as  the 
moment  the  American  economy  moved  for¬ 
ward  toward  a  new  century,  confident,  cer¬ 
tain,  and  full  of  hope. 

I  will  be  glad  to  respond  to  questions  on 
this  subject  or  anything  else.  But  I  want  to 
make  another  point.  There  has  been  some 
suggestion  that  you  should  lay  aside  interest 
in  foreign  affairs  and  concentrate  solely  on 
domestic.  It’s  not  easy.  The  world  is  small. 
Our  future  here  in  Ontario,  California,  is 
interacting  with  world  markets  abroad,  and 
well  it  should.  And  so  when  I  go  to  Japan,  is 
that  foreign  or  domestic?  As  I  go  there  to 
try  to  get  them  to  do  more  about  opening 
up  their  markets  to  goods  from  California 
and  my  State  of  Texas  and  from  the  East 
and  wherever,  they  interact. 

When  we  do  something  that  works  for 
peace  in  the  world,  whether  it’s  a  Middle 
East  peace  conference  or  whether  it’s  whip¬ 
ping  aggression  halfway  around  the  world 
in  Kuwait  by  a  brutal  dictator,  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein,  trying  to  take  over  another  country  by 
force,  is  that  purely  foreign  policy  or  does  it 
relate  to  the  national  security  of  the  United 
States  and  the  safety  and  tranquility  of  soci¬ 
ety  here  and  the  fact  that  your  kids  and  my 
grandkids  can  grow  up  in  a  more  peaceful 
world?  It’s  interacting,  is  my  point. 

And  so.  I’m  not  going  to  let  these  political 
critics  keep  me  from  doing  my  job  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  when  it  comes  to 
the  national  security  and  the  economic  in¬ 
terests  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

It’s  a  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  today. 
And  I  don’t  know  how  this — I’ll  turn  to  the 
boss  here  and  see.  Oh,  here  he  is.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  Rotary  takes  over.  [Laughter]  And  let 
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him  go.  Let’s  proceed  with  a  few  questions. 

Mr.  Brulte.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
Before  we  proceed  with  a  few  questions,  to 
my  Rotary  brothers  and  sisters,  I’m  sorry 
this  is  a  Kiwanis  meeting,  but  I  want  you  to 
notice  the  President  is  sitting  on  the  Rotary 
side  of  the  table.  [Laughter] 

In  the  interest  of  fairness,  we  decided 
that  the  first  four  questions  would  come 
from  Rotary  and  the  first  four  questions 
would  come  from  Kiwanis.  We  would  com¬ 
bine  them,  intersperse  them,  allowing  the 
presidents  and  the  leadership  of  the  organi¬ 
zations  to  choose  the  method  of  selecting 
those  questioners.  The  Kiwanis  Club  called 
all  their  members,  invited  them  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions.  They  then  selected  the  names  of 
those  individuals,  and  we  have  those  ques¬ 
tions  up  here. 

George  Chalfant,  the  Rotary  president, 
was  a  little  more  creative.  He  took  a  com¬ 
puter  list  of  all  the  members  of  Rotary, 
pinned  it  to  his  wall,  and  threw  his  red  felt 
pen  at  it — [laughter] — I  think  five  times. 
The  first  one  missed.  And  we  have  those. 
Those  have  been  submitted.  And  if  we  get 
through  those,  well  then  take  some  that 
were  written  by  the  audience. 

Education 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  education  is  a 
major  priority  in  your  administration,  but  it 
seems  there’s  difficulty  in  funding  it  in  light 
of  many  other  priorities. 

The  President  Education,  is  that  the 
question?  I  was  listening  to  Marlin  Fitz- 
water  over  here,  the  household  word  on 
television  that  you  sometimes  see. 

Well,  education  is  a  major  priority.  Six 
percent  of  education  money  is  Federal;  94 
percent  of  it  comes  from  other  sources. 
Federal  money  has  gone  up  for  education 
in  our  administration  and  will  probably  do 
the  same  next  year.  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  funding  alone;  certainly  it’s  not  a 
question  of  funding  alone  at  the  Federal 
level. 

We  have  a  new  education  program  called 
America  2000.  And  what  we  did  was,  we 
went  down  and  met  with  the  Governors, 
Republican  and  Democrat  alike,  in  Char¬ 
lottesville  a  couple  of  years  ago,  came  to¬ 
gether  setting  out  six  national  education 
goals.  Then  we’ve  got  a  Secretary  of  Educa¬ 


tion,  Lamar  Alexander,  who  is  taking  this 
America  2000  program  all  across  the  coun¬ 
try. 

It  encompasses  things  like  choice.  It  en¬ 
compasses  things  like  revolutionizing 
schools  where  you  go  to  the  communities 
and  have  a  contest  or  have  rewards  for  who 
prevails  on  this  to  come  out  with  a  whole 
new  concept  of  schools.  Maybe  some  will 
want  a  longer  school  year;  maybe  some  will 
want  to  radically  alter  the  curriculum.  But 
instead  of  letting  the  bureaucracy  in  Wash¬ 
ington  mandate  to  the  schools  how  Federal 
money — that’s  yours,  incidentally — gets 
spent,  this  is  a  whole  new  approach  that 
puts  the  control,  the  innovation,  the  revolu¬ 
tion  right  into  the  communities  itself.  And 
that  isn’t  a  function  of  money. 

We’re  spending  more  per  capita  on  kids 
than  almost  any  other  country  in  the  world, 
and  we  still  rank  13th  in  math  and  science. 
So  our  education  goals  that  include  things 
like  ready  to  learn,  that  means  more  for 
Head  Start,  which  we  can  help  at  the  Fed¬ 
eral  level;  more  in  math  and  science. 
“You’re  never  too  old  to  learn”  is  one  of  the 
goals,  and  we’re  talking  there,  of  course, 
about  adult  education.  All  of  these  goals  can 
be  implemented  without  seriously  raising 
taxes,  raising  taxes  at  all,  or  seriously  in¬ 
creasing  spending  for  a  specific  program. 

So  my  answer  to  you  is,  we  will  continue. 
We  will  be  able  at  the  Federal  level  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  the  Federal  role.  But  I 
would  say  to  the  communities — and  if  there 
ever  was  a  group  that  understands  this,  that 
I’m  singing  to  the  choir  about  and  that  un¬ 
derstands  this,  it  is  this  one  because  you 
know.  You  serve  on  the  school  boards.  You 
know  how  control  should  stay  close  to  the 
community.  We  need  more  parental  in¬ 
volvement. 

And  very  candidly,  and  I  say  this  not  just 
because  she’s  here,  but  the  work  that  the 
Points  of  Light,  one  of  the  brightest  one  of 
which  is  a  Barbara  Bush  function,  has  a  lot 
to  do  with  it.  She  spends  almost  all  her  time 
out  there,  extracurricular  time,  helping 
people,  inspiring  people  to  read,  teaching 
parents  to  read  to  their  kids.  The  Federal 
Government  can’t  do  that. 

So  we’ve  got  a  good  education  program. 
Whoever  sent  the  question  up,  Frank, 
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you’re  right  on  target  that  we’ve  got  to  do 
better.  But  I  believe  we  can,  and  I  believe 
this  is  one  area  that  we’re  on  the  way  to 
radical  change,  and  it’s  change  for  the 
better  for  the  American  society. 

Health  Care 

Q.  The  rapid  increase  in  medical  knowl¬ 
edge  has  been  fantastic,  but  people  are  un¬ 
happy  with  the  delivery  of  medical  care. 
Redtape,  bureaucracy,  regulations,  and  costs 
are  of  great  concern.  Millions  of  people  are 
unable  to  obtain  even  basic  medical  care. 
What  studies  or  programs  are  you  setting 
up  to  improve  this? 

The  President  I  will  have  a  proposal  in 
the  State  of  the  Union  Message.  There  are 
about  31  programs  on  Capitol  Hill  for  medi¬ 
cal  care.  So  far  we’ve  been  concentrating 
on  prevention,  we’ve  been  concentrating 
with  limited  success,  I  would  say,  on  cost 
control  which  is  a  part  of  Dr.  Malone’s 
question. 

But  I  do  think  the  time  has  come  for  the 
administration  to  come  forward  with  a  com¬ 
prehensive  program.  I  hope  it’s  one,  and 
I’m  confident  that  it  will  be,  at  least  the 
way  it  comes  from  us  to  the  Congress,  that 
does  not  call  for  increasing  taxes  on  the 
working  men  and  women  of  this  country.  I 
think  it  will  be  a  good  program.  We  will 
capitalize  on  and  learn  from  some  of  these 
programs  that  are  floating  around  up  there. 

When  I  hear  people  say  what  we  ought  to 
do  is  put  the  Canadian  system  into  effect,  I 
think  they’re  wrong.  I  think  we’ve  got  the 
best  quality  education  in  the  world,  and  I 
don’t  want  to  see  that  diluted  by  going  to 
socializing  our  medical  treatment  and  di¬ 
minishing  the  choice  for  individuals  about 
going  to  their  own  doctor.  Well  have  a 
good  program.  I  believe  the  country  by 
then  will  be  receptive.  I  will  have  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  a  study  that  Dr.  Louis  Sullivan,  our 
head  of  HHS,  will  have  completed  before 
the  end  of  this  month,  actually  before 
Christmas.  And  I  hope  it’s  one  that  you  can 
give  your  full  support  to. 

Federal  Government  Cost  Control 

Q.  What’s  being  done  about  the  rest  of 
the  Grace  commission  reports?  Can  we  not 
still  eliminate  much,  much  waste  in  Gov¬ 
ernment? 


The  President.  Fortunately,  many  of  the 
Grace  recommendations  have  been  imple¬ 
mented.  There  is  plenty  more  to  do.  The 
Vice  President’s  Competitiveness  Council 
has  the  ball  on  some  of  the  major  regula¬ 
tory  deficiencies  that  the  Grace  commission 
very  properly  put  up.  So  I  believe  the 
answer  is,  we  will  continue  to  work  on  that 
problem.  It  is  extraordinarily  complicated. 

Part  of  it  is  that  you  have  Congress — I 
don’t  say  it  to  be  bashing  them — but  you 
have  a  tendency  there  to  put  a  lot  of  man¬ 
dates,  a  lot  of  detail  on  these  programs,  and 
that  makes  for  much  less  efficiency.  So  we’ll 
continue  it.  And  I  think  the  vehicle  for  that 
right  now  is  the  Vice  President’s  Competi¬ 
tiveness  Council,  which  does  consider  these 
efficiency  recommendations,  many  of 
which,  as  I  say,  have  been  implemented; 
more  of  which  must  be. 

Nuclear  Weapons  Proliferation 

Q.  Are  you  concerned  about  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Republics  of  the  Soviet  Union  re¬ 
garding  their  possession  of  nuclear  weapons 
and  conventional  weapons  and  troops?  And 
what  steps  are  you  taking  to  allay  those 
concerns,  if  you  have  any? 

The  President.  Well,  I  certainly  do  have 
concerns.  One  of  the  hallmarks  of  our  ad¬ 
ministration  in  this  whole  area  of  foreign 
policy  is  to  guard  against  nuclear  prolifera¬ 
tion.  We  don’t  need  any  more  nuclear 
powers.  And  as  the  Soviet  Union,  as  these 
independent  Republics  come  forward — and 
we  salute  those  who  decide  on  their  own, 
exercising  their  right  of  self-determination 
to  be  free,  to  be  independents — this  prob¬ 
lem  of  nuclear  proliferation  must  concern 
us. 

For  example,  in  the  Ukraine  the  other 
day  there  was  an  overwhelming  vote  of 
support  for  Kravchuk  and  an  even  more 
overwhelming  vote  of  support  for  inde¬ 
pendence.  But  the  United  States  has  a  key 
role  now  in  seeing  that  as  that  new  state 
emerges,  that  it  safely  disposes  of  its  nuclear 
weapons.  Here’s  a  case  where  I  talked  to 
President  Kravchuk  right  after  he  was 
elected,  and  we  both  agreed  that  this  is  a 
priority. 

We’ve  been  in  very  close  touch  with 
Boris  Yeltsin  of  the  Russian  Republic,  and 
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he  shares  our  concern,  the  concern  of  ev¬ 
erybody  in  this  room,  about  nuclear  prolif¬ 
eration.  It’s  much  more  complicated  now. 
You  can’t  just  work  out  an  arms  control 
agreement,  as  we  have  done  on  START  or 
CFE,  with  the  center.  You  have  to  also  be 
sure  that  the  Republics  are  involved.  But  it 
is  a  problem.  It  is  not  going  to  go  away. 
And  it’s  one  more  reason  why  we  must  use 
everything  at  our  disposal  to  see  that  these 
weapons  are  not  only  accounted  for  but 
that  they  are  also  safely,  and  I  use  that 
word  advisedly,  destroyed. 

There’s  a  lot  of  high  technology  that  goes 
into  the  destruction  of  nuclear  weapons.  So 
far,  I  can  tell  you,  we’re  getting  good 
soundings  of  support  from  Gorbachev,  from 
Yeltsin,  from  Kravchuk,  and  from  others  as 
well.  So  it  is  a  problem  that  we’re  going  to 
stay  on  top  of;  it  is  one  where  I  can  assert 
with  some  optimism  that  we  will  succeed. 

I  worry  more,  in  this  field  of  nuclear  pro¬ 
liferation,  about  renegade  transfers  of  tech¬ 
nology.  And  that’s  something  that’s  very 
hard  to  guard  against.  It’s  something  where 
intelligence  is  less  than  perfect.  But  again, 
we  have  as  a  major  instruction  to  our  new 
Director  of  Central  Intelligence,  Bob  Gates, 
nuclear  weapon  proliferation.  It  would  be  a 
shame  to  win  the  peace,  having  beaten 
back  aggression,  and  then  have  this  insidi¬ 
ous  threat  of  nuclear  weapons  crop  up  in 
the  hands  of  some  renegade  dictator  around 
the  world. 

So,  it  again  is  one  that  you  finger  as  a 
very,  very  important  problem.  It’s  one 
where  we  will  stay  fully  and  actively  in¬ 
volved.  And  so  far,  though,  with  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Republics,  I’m  a  little  optimistic 
because  they’re  saying  and  doing  the  right 
things. 

And  incidentally,  when  I  made  that 
sweeping  proposal  on  nuclear  weapons  a 
while  back  that  was  so  well-received  around 
the  world,  that  one,  Gorbachev  came  back, 
accepted  that  fully,  and  is  prepared  to  go 
further.  And  along  with  him,  the  Republics 
weigh  in,  Kravchuk  in  the  Ukraine,  Nazar¬ 
bayev,  Yeltsin.  And  so  the  mood  in  that  part 
of  the  world  now  is  for  cooperating  fully 
with  us  in  this  terribly  important  area  of 
arms  control,  as  well  as  guarding  against 
nuclear  proliferation. 


Family  Values 

Q.  I  understand  you  and  Barbara  were 
married  on  the  same  date  in  1945  that 
Helen  and  I  were  married.  Will  you  join  us 
in  our  backyard  on  our  mutual  anniversary? 
[Laughter]  We’ll  fix  shish  kebab.  [Laughter] 

The  President  Were  you  married  January 
2d?  Well,  if  I  can  remember  it.  I’m  the  guy 
that  couldn’t  remember  when  Pearl  Harbor 
is.  [Laughter]  Jerry,  that’s  a  wonderful  invi¬ 
tation,  and  I’ll  leave  that  one  to  Barbara. 
[Laughter]  But  thank  you  for  the  thought. 

And  you  know,  let  me  tell  something  to 
you  newlyweds  out  there.  And  let  me  be 
sure  I  get  the  number  of  years  right. 
[Laughter]  It  doesn’t  hurt  a  bit.  I’ll  just 
make  this  one  serious  observation.  Barbara 
and  I  do  talk  about  this  because  we’re 
blessed  with  a  lot  of  grandkids  and  sons  and 
a  daughter.  I’ve  got  to  tell  you  I  worry 
about  the  diminution  of  family  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  And  I  know  Barbara  worries  about  it.  I 
know  everybody  out  here  worries  about  it.  I 
hope  that  while  I’m  President  I  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  able  to  find  ways  to  strengthen 
family,  guard  against  legislation  that  might 
encourage  families  to  live  apart  so  they  can 
get  a  little  more  Federal  largesse  out  of  the 
benefit  system.  And  I  worry  about  it.  And 
yet  when  you  get  out  around  the  country 
and  away  from  some  of  the  most  troubled 
areas,  I  am  inclined  to  feel  that  this  concept 
of  family  values  and  faith  and  this  kind  of 
thing  is  still  pretty  darn  strong  in  our  coun¬ 
try.  And  we  want  to  do  the  best  to  help 
keep  it  that  way. 

Terrorism 

Q.  One  of  Rotary’s  main  thrusts  is  world 
peace  and  understanding  for  all  nations. 
With  the  release  of  the  hostages  are  we 
now  closer  to  that  goal,  or  is  that  threat  still 
with  us? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  afraid  the  terror¬ 
ist  threat  is  still  with  us.  We,  of  course,  re¬ 
joice  in  the  release  of  these  hostages.  Inci¬ 
dentally,  I  don’t  consider  that  chapter 
closed.  Mr.  Buckley,  who  allegedly  was  tor¬ 
tured  until  his  death,  his  remains  have  not 
been  returned.  There  are  some  rumors  that 
that  might  be  taken  care  of.  I  hope  so.  Colo¬ 
nel  Higgins,  you  remember  the  Marine 
colonel  that  was  serving  in  the  southern 
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part  of  Lebanon  under  the  Blue  Flag,  under 
the  United  Nations  flag,  he  was  killed.  He 
was  murdered.  And  his  remains  have  not 
been  returned.  So  as  far  as  this  President  is 
concerned,  the  chapter  is  not  closed. 

I  rejoice  in  the  release  of  the  last  hostage, 
Terry  Anderson,  and  those  that  preceded 
him.  And  I’m  proud  that  I  can  represent  to 
the  American  people  that  our  policy — al¬ 
though  certainly  this  release  took  far  too 
long  in  terms  of  strains  on  family — was  im¬ 
plemented;  that  there  was  no  quid  pro  quo. 
Because  in  staying  with  that  policy  it  seems 
to  me  we  diminish  the  chance  that  others, 
seeing  rewards  having  been  granted  for 
taking  people  prisoner,  would  do  the  same 
thing. 

But  having  said  that,  there  are  a  lot  of 
weird  people  around  the  world  who  think 
they  can  use  terrorism  or  hostage  holding  as 
a  way  to  implement  their  political  agenda 
or  to  facilitate  political  change.  We  are  step¬ 
ping  up — and  have  since  I’ve  been  there, 
and  certainly  President  Reagan  was  very 
concerned  about  that — our  intelligence,  our 
counterintelligence,  that  would  lead  us  to 
be  able  to  abort  some  of  these  terrorist  acts. 
But  it  is  not  an  easy  problem,  and  I  wish  I 
could  tell  you  it  was  behind  us.  And  while  I 
rejoice  in  the  release  of  these  hostages,  it  is 
something  that  still  concerns  us  very,  very 
much.  And  we  will  be  as  alert  as  we  possi¬ 
bly  can  to  safeguard  the  lives  of  American 
citizens  wherever  they  may  be. 

College  Costs  and  Interest  Rates 

Q.  As  a  parent  of  college-age  children, 
how  do  you  see  families  meeting  the  rising 
expense  of  a  college  education?  Do  you 
favor  the  use  of  IRA  money  for  college  ex¬ 
penses? 

The  President  We’ll  take  a  look  at  that  in 
terms  of  change  to  policy.  We  have  this 
scholarship  program  now,  college  savings 
program,  that  is  in  a  sense  an  IRA  program. 
It  isn’t  as  widely  used  as  it  might  be.  But 
Government  scholarships  are  important;  we 
have  some  of  those.  Private  scholarships  are 
far  more  important;  we  have  many  of  those. 
And  cost  containment  really  lies— the  prob- 
em  of  cost  containment  to  guard  against 
urther  increases  really  is  not  in  the  hands 
>f  the  F ederal  Government,  except  as  it 
'elates  to  the  overall  inflation  rate  in  the 


country. 

While  I  bemoan  the  slowness  of  the  econ¬ 
omy  and  worry  about  people  that  are  out  of 
work,  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  inflation 
that  has  been  so  devastating  in  terms  of 
families — you  can’t  say  it’s  under  control, 
but  it’s  far  better.  It’s  far  less  of  a  threat  to 
people  that  are  saving  under  these  college 
programs  to  get  their  kids  educated. 

Incidentally,  what  this  big  secret  message 
was  from  Marlin  Fitzwater,  I  think  you 
would  be  interested  if  you  haven’t  seen  it. 
And  that  is  that  the  Federal  Reserve  took 
the  constructive  step  of  easing  the  Federal 
funds  rate  by  a  quarter  of  a  point  today,  to 
4.5  percent.  And  you  see,  this  is  still  going 
on.  They’re  still  lowering  these  rates.  And 
lower  rates  are  among  the  factors  that 
eventually  will  be  of  strong  help  to  the  re¬ 
covery.  And  even  now,  this  percentage 
drop  in  the  Fed  funds  rates,  I  think,  will 
help  the  economy  along. 

So  I  can  present  this  to  you  as  pretty 
good  news,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  mean 
that  we’ll  facilitate  the  lending  that  is  so 
essential  to  get  this  part  of  the  country 
moving  and  growing  strongly  again. 

Small  Business 

Q.  As  small  business  people,  what  can  we 
do  to  help  this  country  regain  our  economic 
and  educational  status  in  the  world? 

The  President  Well,  in  the  educational 
status,  I  would  strongly  urge  you  to  take  a 
look  at  what  we’re  doing  in  terms  of  Amer¬ 
ica  2000.  There’s  a  role  for  small  businesses 
in  there.  There’s  a  role  for  every  communi¬ 
ty  in  there.  I  would  urge  that  approach. 

On  economic,  I  would  urge  you  to  con¬ 
tact  the  legislators  in  terms  of  less  regula¬ 
tion.  I  think  one  thing  that’s  inhibiting 
small  business  is  too  much  regulation.  I 
would  urge  small  business  people,  if  they 
agree  with  what  I’m  about  to  say,  to  weigh 
in  strongly. 

The  Democrats,  liberal  Democrats,  in  the 
Congress — not  all  of  them,  but  the  liberal 
ones — accuse  me  in  supporting  capital  gains 
as  being  a  tax  for  the  rich,  a  tax  break  for 
the  rich.  It  is  a  jobs  bill.  It  would  immedi¬ 
ately  result  in  more  investment  and  more 
jobs.  So  I’ll  take  that  political  heat  from  the 
demagogs  on  Capitol  Hill,  but  help  me  get 
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a  capital  gains  cut  so  that  entrepreneurs 
and  small  business  people  can  profit  by 
what  they  do  and  thus  do  more  of  it.  We 
want  a  capital  gains  tax  cut,  and  it’s  about 
time. 

And  I  might  add,  though  I  don’t  spend  a 
lot  of  time  watching  what’s  happening  on 
the  other  side  of  the  aisle  in  terms  of  Presi¬ 
dential  hopefuls,  that  several  Democrats  are 
now  embracing  support  for  capital  gains.  So 
we’ll  take  the  support  wherever  we  can  get 
it.  It’s  long  overdue,  and  it  will  stimulate 
this  economy,  and  it  will  get  right  to  the 
crux  of  your  question:  What  can  small  busi¬ 
ness  people  do?  You  can  have  a  much 
better  life,  much  more  entrepreneurship, 
much  more  investment,  many  more  job  cre¬ 
ation  possibilities  if  we  can  lower  the  rates 
on  capital  gains. 

You  know  what  Japan’s  capital  gains 
rate — Japan  and  Germany — one  of  them  is 
one  percent,  and  the  other  is  zero  percent. 
And  we’re  competing  on  what  they  call  an 
unlevel  playing  field.  So  please  help  us  on 
that  one.  And  there  are  other  things  as  well 
that  I  think,  in  the  tax  proposals  I’ve  been 
making,  in  terms  of  economic  growth  will 
benefit  small  business.  But  there  are  a 
couple  of  the  areas  where  we  could  use 
your  help,  I’ll  tell  you. 

Peace  and  Freedom 

Q.  This  will  have  to  be  the  last  question. 


It’s  from  Beth  Glasser  of  Ontrio  Rotary,  and 
she’s  asking  it  on  behalf  of  the  fourth  grade 
gifted  and  talented  educational  class  at 
Newman  School  in  Chino.  The  students  at 
that  school  want  to  know  what  your  biggest 
wish  is  for  the  future  of  our  children. 

The  President.  Biggest  wish  would  be  that 
they  grow  up  in  a  world  at  peace  where 
they  don’t  have  to  go  to  bed  afraid  of  the 
threat  of  nuclear  warfare  and  that  they 
grow  up  in  a  country  who  retains  its  basic 
values  and  in  a  country  where  opportunity 
knows  no  limits. 

And  if  I  could  look  back  over  my  shoul¬ 
der  and  say  what  would  I  like  to  do  while 
I’m  President,  I  would  like  to  make  a  con¬ 
tribution  in  both  areas:  One,  in  world 
peace;  and  the  other,  in  terms  of  an  Amer¬ 
ica,  whose  freedom  having  been  secured 
and  guaranteed,  knows  no  limits  to  its  op¬ 
portunities. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  12:40  p.m.  at 
the  Red  Lion  Inn  in  Ontario,  CA.  In  his 
remarks,  the  President  referred  to  Nancy 
DeDeimar,  president  of  the  Ontario 
Kiwanis,  and  Jay  Holmes,  a  Rotarian  and 
Pearl  Harbor  survivor.  James  Brulte  served 
as  emcee  for  the  luncheon. 


Presidential  Determination  No.  92-6 — Memorandum  on  Trade  With 
the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Republic 
December  6,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Eligibility  of  the  Czech  and  Slovak 
Federal  Republic  to  be  Furnished  Defense 
Articles  and  Services  Under  the  Foreign 
Assistance  Act  and  the  Arms  Export  Control 
Act 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  by 
section  503(a)  of  the  Foreign  Assistance  Act 
of  1961,  as  amended  (22  U.S.C.  2311(a)), 
and  section  3(aXl)  of  the  Arms  Export  Con¬ 
trol  Act,  as  amended  (22  U.S.C.  2753(aXl)),  I 
hereby  find  that  the  furnishing  of  defense 


articles  and  services  to  the  Government  of 
the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Republic  will 
strengthen  the  security  of  the  United  States 
and  promote  world  peace. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  trans¬ 
mit  this  determination  to  the  Congress  and 
to  publish  it  in  the  Federal  Register. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  3:42  p.m.,  December  12,  1991 ] 
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Presidential  Determination  No.  92-7 — Memorandum  on  Trade  With 
the  Republic  of  Hungary 
December  6,  1 991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Eligibility  of  the  Republic  of 
Hungary  to  be  Furnished  Defense  Articles 
and  Services  Under  the  Foreign  Assistance 
Act  and  the  Arms  Export  Control  Act 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  by 
section  503(a)  of  the  Foreign  Assistance  Act 
of  1961,  as  amended  (22  U.S.C.  2311(a)), 
and  section  3(aXl)  of  the  Arms  Export  Con¬ 
trol  Act,  as  amended  (22  U.S.C.  2753(aXl)),  I 
hereby  find  that  the  furnishing  of  defense 


articles  and  services  to  the  Government  of 
the  Republic  of  Hungary  will  strengthen 
the  security  of  the  United  States  and  pro¬ 
mote  world  peace. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  trans¬ 
mit  this  determination  to  the  Congress  and 
to  publish  it  in  the  Federal  Register. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  3:43  p.m .,  December  12,  1991] 


Presidential  Determination  No.  92-8 — Memorandum  on  Trade  With 
the  Republic  of  Poland 
December  6,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Eligibility  of  the  Republic  of 
Poland  to  be  Furnished  Defense  Articles 
and  Services  Under  the  Foreign  Assistance 
Act  and  the  Arms  Export  Control  Act. 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  by 
section  503(a)  of  the  Foreign  Assistance  Act 
of  1961,  as  amended  (22  U.S.C.  2311(a)), 
and  section  3(aXl)  of  the  Arms  Export  Con¬ 
trol  Act,  as  amended  (22  U.S.C.  2753(aXl)),  I 
hereby  find  that  the  furnishing  of  defense 


articles  and  services  to  the  Government  of 
the  Republic  of  Poland  will  strengthen  the 
security  of  the  United  States  and  promote 
world  peace. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  trans¬ 
mit  this  determination  to  the  Congress  and 
to  publish  it  in  the  Federal  Register. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  3:53  p.m.,  December  12,  1991] 


Remarks  to  the  Pearl  Harbor  Survivors  Association  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii 

December  7 '  1991 


The  President.  Please  be  seated,  every¬ 
body.  And  Jerry  Glaubitz,  thank  you,  sir. 
Thank  you  for  your  dedication.  Thank  you 
for  your  leadership  to  this  wonderful  orga¬ 
nization. 

May  I  salute  Secretary  Ed  Derwinski, 
Reverend  Morgan,  and  most  of  all,  fellow 
veterans. 


From  this  sacred  ground  near  the  waters 
of  Pearl  Harbor,  we  remember  the  moment 
when  the  Pacific  Ocean  erupted  in  a  storm 
of  fire  and  blood.  We  remember  a  morning 
when  America,  where  some  thought  isola¬ 
tion  meant  security,  awoke  wounded,  and 
reeling,  plunged  into  a  desperate  fight  for 
world  freedom. 
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I  remember  the  crackle  of  the  radio  and 
the  voice  of  our  President.  “We  are  going 
to  win  the  war,”  FDR  told  us,  “and  we  are 
going  to  win  the  peace  that  follows.”  We 
won  the  war  and  secured  the  peace  because 
American  men  and  women  responded 
bravely  and  instinctively  to  their  Nation’s 
call.  Within  hours  after  the  cruel  surprise 
attack  began,  many  died,  having  done  what 
came  naturally:  They  fought  for  their  family 
and  friends,  defending  the  land  they  loved. 
They  did  not  set  out  to  become  heroes,  but 
they  did. 

When  torpedoes  crippled  the  U.S.S.  Cali¬ 
fornia’s  ammunition  hoists,  Warrant  Officer 
Thomas  Reeves  stood  in  a  smoke-filled  pas¬ 
sageway  and  organized  a  human  supply 
chain  to  move  the  ammunition.  He  worked 
with  all  his  might  till  the  smoke  overcame 
him.  He  died  that  day  aboard  California, 
and  he  rests  today  in  this  cemetery. 

During  the  attack,  Chief  Boatswain  Eddie 
Hill  of  the  U.S.S.  Nevada  swam  from  the 
dock  back  out  to  his  ship,  ignoring  the 
bombs  falling  all  around  him.  Hef  too,  died 
in  the  attack  and  rests  here. 

The  Bible  says,  “Love  is  strong  as  death.” 
To  die  for  country,  for  family:  that  is  the 
truth  whispered  by  these  rows  of  markers. 

I  remember  Ernie  Pyle,  and  I’ll  bet  ev¬ 
erybody  behind  me  and  in  front  of  me  re¬ 
members  Ernie  Pyle,  too.  The  greatest  of 
war  correspondents,  he  fell  to  the  enemy 
machinegun  fire  on  Ie  Shima.  He  lies  here 
in  this  cemetery  among  the  GI’s  he  loved 
and  honored  so  well.  His  plain-spoken  news 
dispatches  from  the  front  reminded  us  that 
behind  the  battle  statistics  were  true-life 
stories  of  how  boys  became  men  and  men 
became  heroes. 

He  told  us  what  was  happening  in  the 
war,  how  our  men  were  fighting.  And  by 
telling  the  stories  of  our  servicemen  to  their 
hometowns  and  neighborhoods,  he  helped 
us  understand  why  we  were  fighting,  how 
our  men  at  arms  defended  with  all  their 
hearts  America’s  deepest  ideals. 

Americans  did  not  wage  war  against  na¬ 
tions  or  races.  We  fought  for  freedom  and 
human  dignity  against  the  nightmare  of  to¬ 
talitarianism.  The  world  must  never  forget 
that  the  dictatorships  we  fought,  the  Hitler 
and  Tojo  regimes,  committed  war  crimes 
and  atrocities.  Our  servicemen  struggled 


and  sacrificed  not  only  in  defense  of  our 
free  way  of  life  but  also  in  the  hope  that  the 
blessings  of  liberty  some  day  might  extend 
to  all  peoples. 

Our  cause  was  just  and  honorable,  but  not 
every  American  action  was  fully  fair.  This 
ground  embraces  many  American  veterans 
whose  love  of  country  was  put  to  the  test 
unfairly  by  our  own  authorities.  These  and 
other  natural-born  American  citizens  faced 
wartime  internment,  and  they  committed 
no  crime.  They  were  sent  to  internment 
camps  simply  because  their  ancestors  were 
Japanese.  Other  Asian- Americans  suffered 
discrimination  and  even  violence  because 
they  were  mistaken  for  Japanese.  And  they, 
too,  were  innocent  victims  who  committed 
no  offense. 

Here  lie  valiant  servicemen  of  the  442d 
Regimental  Combat  Team  and  of  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Intelligence  Service,  Americans  of  Jap¬ 
anese  ancestry  who  fought  to  defeat  the 
Axis  in  Europe  and  in  the  Pacific.  Among 
these,  the  late  Senator  Spark  Matsunaga,  a 
combat  hero  and  survivor  who  went  on  to 
help  lead  postwar  Hawaii  to  American 
statehood. 

I  remember  sharing  danger  and  friend¬ 
ship  in  these  skies  and  on  this  ocean.  Some 
of  my  closest  friends,  like  many  people 
here,  your  closest  friends,  never  came 
home.  Perhaps  because  of  this  experience,  I 
can  better  understand  what  you  survivors  of 
Pearl  Harbor  are  sensing  and  feeling  here 
today.  As  all  the  veterans  here  know,  when 
a  friend  or  comrade  in  arms  falls  in  battle, 
war  grabs  a  part  of  your  soul. 

My  roommate  aboard  the  carrier  San  Ja¬ 
cinto,  CVL-30,  was  a  guy  named  Jim 
Wykes.  And  as  we  were  about  to  go  into 
combat  for  the  first  time,  a  strike  over 
Wake  Island,  Jim  Wykes  and  his  crew  were 
sent  out  on  a  search  mission  from  which 
they  never  returned. 

Many  more  from  our  little  torpedo  squad¬ 
ron  were  to  give  their  lives.  And  the  names 
of  many  of  these  and  more  than  18,000 
other  World  War  II  servicemen  lost  in 
action  in  the  Pacific  are  engraved  in  the 
walls  of  this  magnificent  memorial. 

During  every  passage  of  my  life,  I’ve 
often  thought  of  those  who  never  returned. 
Some  left  children  behind,  and  today  those 
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children,  like  my  own  kids,  are  raising  chil¬ 
dren  of  their  own.  And  thank  God,  each 
surviving  generation  has  honored  the 
memory  of  our  heroes  of  the  Second  World 
War.  Each  new  generation  has  risen  to 
meet  the  challenge  of  winning  the  peace. 

After  vanquishing  the  dictators  of  Japan 
and  Germany  and  Italy,  America’s  war  gen¬ 
eration  helped  those  countries  rebuild  and 
grow  strong  in  the  exercise  of  democracy 
and  free  enterprise.  They  affirmed  again 
that  our  quarrel  had  not  been  with  races  or 
nations. 

The  American  victors  welcomed  the  new 
leaders  of  Japan  and  Germany  and  Italy 
into  alliances  that  won  the  cold  war  and 
helped  prevent  the  third  world  war.  Amer¬ 
ica  and  our  wartime  allies  joined  hands  with 
the  liberated  peoples  of  our  former  foes  to 
create  and  nurture  international  organiza¬ 
tions  aimed  at  protecting  human  rights,  col¬ 
lective  security,  and  economic  growth. 

Winning  the  peace,  then  as  now,  de¬ 
mands  preparedness.  The  cause  of  harmony 
among  nations  is  not  a  call  for  pacifism.  We 
avoided  a  third  world  war  because  we  were 
prepared  to  defend  the  free  world  against 
aggressors.  The  Pearl  Harbor  generation 
saw  its  younger  brothers  go  to  Korea,  its 
sons  to  Vietnam  to  resist  communism.  Pearl 
Harbor’s  grandchildren  answered  the  call  to 
the  Persian  Gulf  to  reverse  Saddam’s  ag¬ 
gression  against  Kuwait. 

How  fitting  it  is  that  this  great  cemetery 
holds  so  many  who  died  for  the  cause  of 
Korean  and  Vietnamese  freedom.  How  hon¬ 
ored  we  are  to  stand  on  this  ground,  conse¬ 
crated  with  the  remains  of  Marine  Lance 
Corporal  Frank  Allen  of  Hawaii,  who  gave 
his  life  just  10  months  ago  in  the  battle  to 
free  Kuwait. 

Every  soldier  and  sailor  and  airman 
buried  here  offered  his  life  so  that  others 
might  be  free.  Not  one  of  them  died  in 
vain.  Our  men  and  women  who  served  in 
Korea  and  Vietnam,  whose  sacrifices  too 
often  have  been  forgotten  or  even  reviled, 
are  nearing  their  day  of  greatest  vindica¬ 
tion.  For  I  have  confidence  that  the  tragedy 


of  totalitarianism  has  entered  its  final  scene 
everywhere  on  this  Earth. 

This  morning’s  sun  will  course  the  Pacific 
skies  and  illuminate  the  lands  of  Asia.  And 
just  as  certainly,  the  movement  of  human 
freedom  will  supplant  dictatorships  that 
now  hold  sway  in  Pyongyang  and  Rangoon 
and  Hanoi,  and  yes,  in  China,  too.  For  a 
billion  yearning  men  and  women,  the 
future  means  freedom  and  democracy. 

This  fair  December  dawn  breaks  on  a 
world  ready  for  renewal.  A  high  tide  of 
hope  swells  for  those  that  are  committed  to 
peace  and  freedom.  The  nations  pushed  by 
tyrants  into  war  against  us  half  a  century 
ago  join  us  today  as  free  and  constructive 
partners  in  the  effort  for  peace.  The  Soviet 
Communists’  designs  for  world  domination 
have  collapsed  before  the  free  world’s  re¬ 
solve. 

We’ve  reached  this  morning  because  gen¬ 
eration  after  generation  of  Americans  kept 
faith  with  our  founders  and  our  heroes. 
From  the  snows  of  Valley  Forge,  to  the 
fiery  seas  of  Midway  and  Pearl  Harbor,  to 
the  sands  of  Iraq  and  Kuwait,  Americans 
lived  and  died  true  to  their  ideals.  They 
have  prepared  the  way  for  a  world  of  un¬ 
precedented  freedom  and  cooperation.  And 
thank  God  you  Pearl  Harbor  survivors  are 
here  today  to  see  this  come  to  pass. 

Today,  as  we  remember  the  sacrifices  of 
our  countrymen,  I  salute  all  of  you,  the  sur¬ 
vivors  of  Pearl  Harbor.  And  I  ask  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  join  me  in  a  prayer:  Lord,  give  our 
rising  generations  the  wisdom  to  cherish 
their  freedom  and  security  as  hard-won 
treasures.  Lord,  give  them  the  same  cour¬ 
age  that  pulsed  in  the  blood  of  their  fathers. 

May  God  bless  you  all,  and  may  God  bless 
the  United  States  of  America.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:53  a.m.  at 
the  National  Cemetery  of  the  Pacific.  In  his 
remarks ,  he  referred  to  Gerald  Glaubitz , 
president  of  the  association ,  and  Rev. 
Joseph  Morgan ,  an  association  member  who 
gave  the  invocation. 
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Remarks  at  a  Ceremony  Commemorating  the  50th  Anniversary  of 
Pearl  Harbor 
December  7,  1991 


Thank  you.  Captain  Ross.  Thank  you,  sir. 
To  our  Secretary  of  Defense  and  our  Chair¬ 
man  of  our  Joint  Chiefs;  members  of  our 
Cabinet;  distinguished  Governors  here;  and 
so  many  Members  of  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress;  Admiral  Larson;  members  of  our 
Armed  Forces,  then  and  now;  family  and 
friends  of  the  Arizona  and  Utah ;  fellow  vet¬ 
erans.  Thank  you  very  much  for  that  intro¬ 
duction,  Don,  and  thank  you  all  for  that 
welcome. 

It  was  a  bright  Sunday  morning.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  troops  slept  soundly  in  their  bunks. 
Some  who  were  awake  looked  out  and  sa¬ 
vored  the  still  and  tranquil  harbor. 

And  on  the  stern  of  the  U.S.S.  Nevada ,  a 
brass  band  prepared  to  play  “The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner.”  On  other  ships,  sailors 
readied  for  the  8  a.m.  flag  raising.  Ray 
Emory,  who  was  on  the  Honolulu ,  read  the 
morning  newspaper.  Aboard  California , 
yeoman  Durell  Connor  wrapped  Christmas 
presents.  On  the  West  Virginia ,  a  machin¬ 
ist's  mate  looked  at  the  photos  just  received 
from  his  wife.  And  they  were  of  his  8- 
month-old  son  whom  he  had  never  seen. 

On  the  mainland,  people  listened  to  the 
football  games  on  the  radio,  turned  to  songs 
like  the  “Chattanooga  Choo-Choo,”  comics 
like  “Terry  and  the  Pirates/’  movies  like 
“Sergeant  York.”  In  New  York,  families 
went  window-shopping.  Out  West,  it  was 
late  morning,  many  families  still  at  church. 

At  first,  to  the  American  sailors  at  Pearl, 
the  hum  of  engines  sounded  routine,  and 
why  not?  To  them,  the  idea  of  war  seemed 
palpable  but  remote.  And  then,  in  one  hor¬ 
rible  instant,  they  froze  in  disbelief.  The 
abstract  threat  was  suddenly  real. 

But  these  men  did  not  panic.  They  raced 
to  their  stations,  and  some  strapped  pistols 
over  pajamas,  and  fought  and  died.  And 
what  lived  was  the  shock  wave  that  soon 
swept  across  America,  forever  immortaliz¬ 
ing  December  7th,  1941.  Ask  anyone  who 
endured  that  awful  Sunday.  Each  felt  like 
the  writer  who  observed:  “Life  is  never 
again  as  it  was  before  anyone  you  love  has 


died;  never  so  innocent,  never  so  gentle, 
never  so  pliant  to  your  will.” 

Today  we  honor  those  who  gave  their 
lives  at  this  place,  half  a  century  ago.  Their 
names  were  Bertie  and  Gomez  and  Dough¬ 
erty  and  Granger.  And  they  came  from 
Idaho  and  Mississippi,  the  sweeping  farm¬ 
land  of  Ohio.  And  they  were  of  all  races 
and  colors,  native-born  and  foreign-born. 
And  most  of  all,  of  course,  they  were  Amer¬ 
icans. 

Think  of  how  it  was  for  these  heroes  of 
the  Harbor,  men  who  were  also  husbands, 
fathers,  brothers,  sons.  Imagine  the  chaos  of 
guns  and  smoke,  flaming  water,  and  ghastly 
carnage.  Two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
three  Americans  gave  their  lives.  But  in  this 
haunting  place,  they  live  forever  in  our 
memory,  reminding  us  gently,  selflessly, 
like  chimes  in  the  distant  night. 

Every  15  seconds  a  drop  of  oil  still  rises 
from  the  Arizona  and  drifts  to  the  surface. 
As  it  spreads  across  the  water,  we  recall  the 
ancient  poet:  “In  our  sleep,  pain  that 
cannot  forget  falls  drop  by  drop  upon  the 
heart,  and  in  our  own  despair  against  our 
will  comes  wisdom  through  the  awful  grace 
of  God.”  With  each  drop,  it  is  as  though 
God  Himself  were  crying.  He  cries,  as  we 
do,  for  the  living  and  the  dead:  men  like 
Commander  Duncan  Curry,  firing  a  .45  at 
an  attacking  plane  as  tears  streamed  down 
his  face. 

We  remember  machinist’s  mate  Robert 
Scott,  who  ran  the  air  compressors  power¬ 
ing  the  guns  aboard  California.  And  when 
the  compartment  flooded,  the  crew  evacu¬ 
ated;  Scott  refused.  “This  is  my  station,”  he 
said,  “I’m  going  to  stay  as  long  as  the  guns 
are  going.”  And  nearby,  aboard  New  Orle¬ 
ans, ,  the  cruiser,  Chaplain  Forgy  assured  his 
troops  it  was  all  right  to  miss  church  that 
day.  His  words  became  legend:  “You  can 
praise  the  Lord  and  pass  the  ammunition.” 

Captain  Ross,  right  here,  then  a  warrant 
officer  or  was  it  a  chief,  was  awarded  the 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  for  his  hero¬ 
ism  aboard  Nevada  that  day.  I  salute  him, 
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the  other  Congressional  Medal  winners 
with  us  today,  wherever  they  may  be  also. 

For  the  defenders  of  Pearl,  heroism  came 
as  naturally  as  breath.  They  reacted  instinc¬ 
tively  by  rushing  to  their  posts.  They  knew 
as  well  that  our  Nation  would  be  sustained 
by  the  nobility  of  its  cause. 

So  did  Americans  of  Japanese  ancestry 
who  came  by  the  hundreds  to  give  wound¬ 
ed  Americans  blood,  and  the  thousands  of 
their  kinsmen  all  across  America  who  took 
up  arms  for  their  country.  Every  American 
believed  in  the  cause. 

The  men  I  speak  of  would  be  embar¬ 
rassed  to  be  called  heroes.  Instead,  they 
would  tell  you,  probably  with  defiance: 
“Foes  can  sink  American  ships,  but  not  the 
American  spirit.  They  may  kill  us,  but 
never  the  ideals  that  made  us  proud  to 
serve.” 

Talk  to  those  who  survived  to  fight  an¬ 
other  day.  They  would  repeat  the  Navy 
hymn  that  Barbara  and  I  sing  every  Sunday 
in  the  lovely  little  chapel  up  at  Camp 
David:  “Eternal  Father,  strong  to  save, 
Whose  arm  hath  bound  the  restless  wave 
.  .  .  O  hear  us  when  we  cry  to  Thee,  For 
those  in  peril  on  the  sea.” 

Back  in  1942,  June  of  ’42,  I  remember 
how  Henry  Stimson,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
defined  the  American  soldier  and  how  that 
soldier  should  be,  and  I  quote:  “Brave  with¬ 
out  being  brutal,  self-confident  without 
boasting,  being  part  of  an  irresistible  might 
without  losing  faith  in  individual  liberty.” 

The  heroes  of  the  Harbor  engraved  that 
passage  on  every  heart  and  soul.  They 
fought  for  a  world  of  peace,  not  war,  where 
children’s  dreams  speak  more  loudly  than 
the  brashest  tyrant’s  guns.  Because  of  them, 
this  memorial  lives  to  pass  its  lessons  from 
one  generation  to  the  next,  lessons  as  clear 
as  this  Pacific  sky. 

One  of  Pearl  Harbor’s  lessons  is  that  to¬ 
gether  we  could  “summon  lightness  against 
the  dark”;  that  was  Dwight  Eisenhower. 
Another,  that  when  it  comes  to  national  de¬ 
fense,  finishing  second  means  finishing  last. 

World  War  II  also  taught  us  that  isolation- 
ism  is  a  bankrupt  notion.  The  world  does 
not  stop  at  our  water’s  edge.  And  perhaps 
above  all,  that  real  peace,  real  peace,  the 
peace  that  lasts,  means  the  triumph  of  free¬ 
dom,  not  merely  the  absence  of  war. 


And  as  we  look  down  at — Barbara  and  I 
just  did — at  Arizona’s  sunken  hull,  tomb  to 
more  than  1,000  Americans,  the  beguiling 
calm  comforts  us,  reminds  us  of  the  might 
of  ideals  that  inspire  boys  to  die  as  men. 
Everyone  who  aches  at  their  sacrifice 
knows  America  must  be  forever  vigilant. 
And  Americans  must  always  remember  the 
brave  and  the  innocent  who  gave  their  lives 
to  keep  us  free. 

Each  Memorial  Day,  not  far  from  this 
spot,  the  heroes  of  Pearl  Harbor  are  hon¬ 
ored.  Two  leis  are  placed  upon  each  grave 
by  Hawaiian  Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Scouts. 
We  must  never  forget  that  it  is  for  them, 
the  future,  that  we  must  apply  the  lessons 
of  the  past. 

In  Pearl  Harbor’s  wake,  we  won  the  war 
and,  thus,  the  peace.  In  the  cold  war  that 
followed,  Americans  also  shed  their  blood, 
but  we  used  other  means  as  well.  For 
nearly  half  a  century,  patience,  foresight, 
personal  diplomacy  helped  America  stand 
fast  and  firm  for  democracy. 

But  we’ve  never  stood  alone.  Beside  us 
stood  nations  committed  to  democracy  and 
free  markets  and  free  expression  and  free¬ 
dom  of  worship,  nations  that  include  our 
former  enemies  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan. 
This  year  these  same  nations  stood  with  us 
against  aggression  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

You  know,  the  war  in  the  Gulf  was  so 
different:  different  enemy,  different  cir¬ 
cumstances,  the  outcome  never  in  doubt.  It 
was  short;  thank  God,  our  casualties  merci¬ 
fully  few.  But  I  ask  you  veterans  of  Pearl 
Harbor  and  all  Americans  who  remember 
the  unity  of  purpose  that  followed  that  mo¬ 
mentous  December  day  50  years  ago: 
Didn’t  we  see  that  same  strength  of  nation¬ 
al  spirit  when  we  launched  Desert  Storm? 

The  answer  is  a  resounding  “yes.”  Once 
the  war  for  Kuwait  began,  we  pulled  to¬ 
gether.  We  were  united,  determined,  and 
we  were  confident.  And  when  it  was  over, 
we  rejoiced  in  exactly  the  same  way  that 
we  did  in  1945 — heads  high,  proud,  and 
grateful.  And  what  a  feeling.  Fifty  years  had 
passed,  but  let  me  tell  you,  the  American 
spirit  is  as  young  and  fresh  as  ever. 

This  unity  of  purpose  continues  to  inspire 
us  in  the  cause  of  peace  among  nations.  In 
their  own  way,  amidst  the  bedlam  and  the 


1572 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Dec.  7 


anguish  of  that  awful  day,  the  men  of  Pearl 
Harbor  served  that  noble  cause,  honored  it. 
They  knew  the  things  worth  living  for  but 
also  worth  dying  for:  Principle,  decency,  fi¬ 
delity,  honor. 

And  so,  look  behind  you  at  battleship 
row — behind  me,  the  gun  turret  still  visible 
and  the  flag  flying  proudly  from  a  truly 
blessed  shrine. 

Look  into  your  hearts  and  minds:  You  will 
see  boys  who  this  day  became  men  and 
men  who  became  heroes. 

Look  at  the  water  here,  clear  and  quiet, 
bidding  us  to  sum  up  and  remember.  One 
day,  in  what  now  seems  another  lifetime,  it 
wrapped  its  arms  around  the  finest  sons  any 


nation  could  ever  have,  and  it  carried  them 
to  a  better  world. 

May  God  bless  them.  And  may  God  bless 
America,  the  most  wondrous  land  on  Earth. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:10  a.m.  from 
the  U.S.S.  'Arizona9'  Memorial  at  Pearl 
Harbor,  Hawaii.  He  was  introduced  by 
Capt.  Donald  K.  Ross,  USN  retired,  a  sur¬ 
viving  crewmember  of  the  U.S.S.  Nevada 
and  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  recipi¬ 
ent.  During  his  remarks,  the  President  re¬ 
ferred  to  A  dm.  Charles  Larson,  Commander 
in  Chief  US.  Pacific  Command.  Following 
his  remarks,  the  President  met  with  survi¬ 
vors  of  the  Pearl  Harbor  attack. 


Remarks  to  World  War  II  Veterans  and  Families  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii 

December  7,  1991 


Mrs.  Rickert,  thank  you  for  that  wonder¬ 
ful  tale  of  how  it  was  at  Hospital  Point. 
Thank  you  for  that  warm  and  generous  in¬ 
troduction.  And  now  I  have  a  favor  to  ask  of 
you.  I  hope  you  and  everyone  else  will  take 
a  deep  breath  for  me  too,  please.  [Laugh¬ 
ter]  You  didn’t  need  it,  but  I  might;  this  is  a 
very  emotional  day. 

I  would  like  to  salute  the  members  of  my 
Cabinet  that  are  here  today,  particularly 
Dick  Cheney,  our  able  Secretary  of  Defense 
who’s  done  so  much  for  the  military,  so 
much  in  terms  of  leadership  for  our  Nation. 
I  want  to  salute  General  Powell,  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  our  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  and  again 
take  this  opportunity  on  this  historic  day  to 
thank  him  for  his  leadership,  his  inspiration¬ 
al  leadership,  for  all  the  men  and  women 
that  serve  in  the  Armed  Forces.  I  want  to 
thank  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Pacific 
Fleet,  Admiral  Larson.  And  I  especially 
want  to  single  out  all  the  fellow  veterans 
here,  particularly  those  who  are  the  survi¬ 
vors,  the  survivors  of  this  historic  day. 

I  expect  if  we  went  around  the  room,  all 
of  us  would  remember.  I  remember  exactly 
when  I  first  heard  the  news  about  Pearl 
Harbor.  I  was  17  years  old,  walking  across 
the  green  at  school.  And  my  thoughts  in 


those  days  didn’t  turn  to  world  events  but 
mainly  to  simpler  things,  more  mundane 
things,  like  making  the  basketball  team  or 
entering  college.  And  that  walk  across  the 
campus  marked  an  end  of  innocence  for 
me. 

When  Americans  heard  the  news,  they 
froze  in  shock.  But  just  as  quickly  we  came 
together.  Like  all  American  kids  back  then, 
I  was  swept  up  in  it.  I  decided  that  very 
day  to  go  into  the  Navy  to  become  a  Navy 
pilot.  And  so  on  my  18th  birthday,  June 
12th,  1942,  I  was  sworn  into  the  Navy  as  a 
seaman  second  class. 

And  I  was  shocked,  I  was  shocked  at  my 
first  sight  of  Pearl  Harbor  several  months 
later,  April  of  ’44.  We  came  into  port  on  the 
CVL-30,  on  the  carrier  San  Jacinto. 
Nearby,  the  Utah  was  still  on  her  side;  parts 
of  the  Arizona  still  stood  silent  in  the  water. 
Everywhere  the  skeletons  of  ships  reached 
out  as  if  to  demand  remembrance  and  warn 
us  of  our  own  mortality. 

Over  2,000  men  died  in  a  matter  of  min¬ 
utes  on  this  site,  a  half  a  century  ago.  Many 
more  died  that  same  day  as  Japanese  forces 
assaulted  the  Philippines  and  Guam  and 
Wake  Island,  Midway,  Malaya,  Thailand, 
Singapore,  Hong  Kong.  On  that  day  of 
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infamy,  Pearl  Harbor  propelled  each  of  us 
into  a  titanic  contest  for  mankind’s  future. 
It  galvanized  the  American  spirit  as  never, 
ever  before  into  a  single-minded  resolve 
that  could  produce  only  one  thing:  victory. 

Churchill  knew  it  as  soon  as  he  heard  the 
news.  He’d  faced  the  Nazi  conquest  of 
Europe,  the  blitz  of  London,  the  terror  of 
the  U-boats.  But  when  America  was  at¬ 
tacked,  he  declared  there  was  “no  more 
doubt  about  the  end.”  He  knew  then  that 
the  American  spirit  would  not  fail  the  cause 
of  freedom.  The  enemy  mistook  our  diversi¬ 
ty,  our  Nation’s  diversity,  for  weakness.  But 
Pearl  Harbor  became  a  rallying  cry  for  men 
and  women  from  all  walks  of  life,  all  colors 
and  creeds.  And  in  the  end,  this  unity  of 
purpose  made  us  invincible  in  war  and  now 
makes  us  secure  in  peace. 

The  next  day,  President  Roosevelt  pro¬ 
claimed  the  singular  American  objective: 
“With  confidence  in  our  Armed  Forces, 
with  the  unbounding  determination  of  our 
people,  we  will  gain  the  inevitable  triumph, 
so  help  us  God.”  It  was  the  steadfastness  of 
the  American  people  that  would  “win  the 
war”  and  “win  the  peace  that  follows.” 

We  triumphed  in  both,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  American  people  did  not  want  to 
be  drawn  into  the  conflict;  “the  unsought 
war,”  it’s  been  called.  Ironically,  isolationists 
gathered  together  at  what  was  known  in 
those  days  as  an  “American  First”  rally  in 
Pittsburgh  at  precisely  the  moment  the  first 
Americans  met  early,  violent  deaths  right 
here  at  Pearl  Harbor.  The  isolationists  failed 
to  see  that  the  seeds  of  Pearl  Harbor  were 
sown  back  in  1919,  when  a  victorious 
America  decided  that  in  the  absence  of  a 
threatening  enemy  abroad,  we  should  turn 
all  of  our  energies  inward.  That  notion  of 
isolationism  flew  escort  for  the  very  bomb¬ 
ers  that  attacked  our  men  50  years  ago. 

Again,  in  1945,  some  called  for  America’s 
return  to  isolationism,  as  if  abandoning 
world  leadership  was  the  prerequisite  for 
dealing  with  pressing  matters  back  home. 
And  they  were  rudely  awakened  by  the 
brutal  reality  of  the  Iron  Curtain,  the  Soviet 
blockade  of  Berlin,  and  the  Communist  in¬ 
vasion  of  South  Korea. 

And  now  we  stand  triumphant  for  the 
third  time  this  century,  this  time  in  the 
wake  of  the  cold  war.  As  in  1919  and  1945, 


we  face  no  enemy  menacing  our  security. 
And  yet  we  stand  here  today  on  the  site  of 
a  tragedy  spawned  by  isolationism.  And  we 
must  learn  and  this  time  avoid  the  dangers 
of  today’s  isolationism  and  its  economic  ac¬ 
complice,  protectionism.  To  do  otherwise, 
to  believe  that  turning  our  backs  on  the 
world  would  improve  our  lot  here  at  home, 
is  to  ignore  the  tragic  lessons  of  the  20th 
century. 

The  fact  is,  this  country  has  enjoyed  its 
most  lasting  growth  and  security  when  we 
rejected  isolationism,  both  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic,  in  favor  of  engagement  and  leader¬ 
ship.  We’re  a  Pacific  nation.  And  next 
month  in  Asia,  I’ll  discuss  with  our  Pacific 
friends  and  allies  their  responsibility  to 
share  with  us  the  challenges  and  burdens  of 
leadership  in  the  post-cold-war  world. 

The  time  has  come  for  America’s  trading 
partners  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  around  the 
world  to  resolve  that  economic  isolationism 
is  wrong.  To  the  leaders  of  Japan  in  particu¬ 
lar,  I  say:  This  solemn  occasion  should  rein¬ 
force  our  determination  to  join  together  in 
a  future  energized  by  free  markets  and  free 
people.  And  so  I’ll  continue  to  speak  out 
against  the  voices  of  isolationism  and  pro¬ 
tectionism  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Fifty  years  ago,  we  paid  a  heavy  price  for 
complacency  and  overconfidence.  That  too 
is  a  lesson  we  shall  never  forget.  To  those 
who  have  defended  our  country,  from  the 
shores  of  Guadalcanal  to  the  hills  of  Korea, 
from  the  jungles  of  Vietnam  to  the  sands  of 
Kuwait,  I  say  this:  We  will  always  remem¬ 
ber.  We  will  always  be  prepared,  prepared 
to  take  on  aggression,  prepared  to  step  for¬ 
ward  in  reconciliation,  and  prepared  to 
secure  the  peace. 

In  remembering,  it  is  important  to  come 
to  grips  with  the  past.  No  nation  can  fully 
understand  itself  or  find  its  place  in  the 
world  if  it  does  not  look  with  clear  eyes  at 
all  the  glories  and  disgraces,  too,  of  the  past. 
We  in  the  United  States  acknowledge  such 
an  injustice  in  our  own  history:  The  intern¬ 
ment  of  Americans  of  Japanese  ancestry 
was  a  great  injustice,  and  it  will  never  be 
repeated. 

Today,  all  Americans  should  acknowledge 
Japan’s  Prime  Minister  Miyazawa’s  national 
statement  of  deep  remorse  concerning  the 
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attack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  It  was  a  thoughtful, 
it  was  a  difficult  expression  much  appreciat¬ 
ed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  values  we  hold  dear  as  a  Nation — 
equality  of  opportunity,  freedom  of  religion 
and  speech  and  assembly,  free  and  vigorous 
elections — are  now  revered  by  many  na¬ 
tions.  Our  greatest  victory  in  World  War  II 
took  place  not  on  the  field  of  battle  but  in 
nations  we  once  counted  as  foes.  The  ideals 
of  democracy  and  liberty  have  triumphed 
in  a  world  once  threatened  with  conquest 
by  tyranny  and  despotism. 

Today  as  we  celebrate  the  world’s  evolu¬ 
tion  toward  freedom,  we  commemorate  de¬ 
mocracy’s  fallen  heroes,  the  defenders  of 
freedom  as  well  as  the  victims  of  dictator¬ 
ship  who  never  saw  the  light  of  liberty.  Ear¬ 
lier  this  year,  when  former  adversaries 
joined  us  in  the  stand  against  aggression  in 
the  Persian  Gulf,  we  affirmed  the  values 
cherished  by  the  heroes  of  the  Harbor. 

The  friends  I  lost,  that  all  of  us  lost, 
upheld  a  great  and  noble  cause.  Because  of 
their  sacrifice,  the  world  now  lives  in  great¬ 
er  freedom  and  peace  than  ever  before.  It 
is  right  that  all  of  us  are  here  today.  And  it 
is  right  that  we  go  on  from  here. 

As  you  know,  I  just  paid  my  respects  at 
the  Arizona ,  where  it  all  began.  And  behind 
us  stands  the  Missouri ,  where  it  came  to  an 
end.  But  the  Missouri  was  also  a  beginning. 
Soon  after  that,  Emperor  Hirohito  went  to 
call  on  General  MacArthur,  who  later  noted 
that  the  Emperor  “played  a  major  role  in 
the  spiritual  regeneration  of  Japan.”  Their 
meeting  made  history,  and  a  hopeful  future 
for  a  democratic  Japan  began  to  take  shape. 

I  thought  of  that  meeting  with  MacAr¬ 
thur  when  I  attended  the  Emperor’s  funer¬ 
al  in  1989.  I  thought  of  it  this  morning,  too, 
at  the  National  Cemetery  of  the  Pacific  and 
then  at  the  Arizona  Memorial. 

As  you  look  back  on  life  and  retrace  the 
steps  that  made  you  the  person  you  are, 
you  pick  out  the  turning  points,  the  defin¬ 
ing  moments.  Over  the  years,  Pearl  Harbor 
still  defines  a  part  of  who  I  am.  To  every 
veteran  here,  and  indeed  to  all  Americans, 
Pearl  Harbor  defines  a  part  of  who  you  are. 

Recently  a  letter  arrived  from  the  son  of 
a  Pearl  Harbor  survivor,  a  Navy  man 
named  Bill  Leu,  who  is  with  us  here  today. 


His  son  writes  from  his  home,  now  in 
Tokyo,  saying:  “A  half  century  ago,  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  thoughts  were  on  surviving  the  attack 
and  winning  the  war.  He  could  not  have 
envisioned  a  future  where  his  son  would 
study  and  work  in  Japan.  But  he  recognizes 
that  the  world  has  changed,  that  America’s 
challenges  are  different.  My  father’s  atti¬ 
tude  represents  that  of  the  United  States: 
Do  your  duty,  and  raise  the  next  generation 
to  do  its.” 

I  can  understand  Bill’s  feelings.  I  won¬ 
dered  how  I’d  feel  being  with  you,  the  vet¬ 
erans  of  Pearl  Harbor,  the  survivors,  on  this 
very  special  day.  And  I  wondered  if  I  would 
feel  that  intense  hatred  that  all  of  us  felt  for 
the  enemy  50  years  ago.  As  I  thought  back 
to  that  day  of  infamy  and  the  loss  of  friends, 
I  wondered:  What  will  my  reaction  be 
when  I  go  back  to  Pearl  Harbor?  What  will 
their  reaction  be,  the  other  old  veterans, 
especially  those  who  survived  that  terrible 
day  right  here? 

Well,  let  me  tell  you  how  I  feel.  I  have  no 
rancor  in  my  heart  towards  Germany  or 
Japan,  none  at  all.  And  I  hope,  in  spite  of 
the  loss,  that  you  have  none  in  yours.  This  is 
no  time  for  recrimination. 

World  War  II  is  over.  It  is  history.  We 
won.  We  crushed  totalitarianism.  And  when 
that  was  done,  we  helped  our  enemies  give 
birth  to  democracies.  We  reached  out,  both 
in  Europe  and  in  Asia.  We  made  our  en¬ 
emies  our  friends,  and  we  healed  their 
wounds.  And  in  the  process,  we  lifted  our¬ 
selves  up. 

The  lessons  of  the  war  itself  will  live  on, 
and  well  they  should:  Preparedness; 
strength;  decency  and  honor;  courage;  sacri¬ 
fice;  the  willingness  to  fight,  even  die,  for 
one’s  country — America,  the  land  of  the 
free  and  the  brave. 

No,  just  speaking  for  one  guy,  I  have  no 
rancor  in  my  heart.  I  can  still  see  the  faces 
of  the  fallen  comrades,  and  I’ll  bet  you  can 
see  the  faces  of  your  fallen  comrades  too,  or 
family  members.  But  don’t  you  think 
they’re  saying,  “Fifty  years  have  passed;  our 
country  is  the  undisputed  leader  of  the  free 
world,  and  we  are  at  peace.”?  Don’t  you 
think  each  one  is  saying,  “I  did  not  die  in 
vain.”? 

May  God  bless  each  of  you  who  sacrificed 
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and  served.  And  may  God  grant  His  loving 
protection  to  this,  the  greatest  country  on 
the  face  of  the  Earth,  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Thank  you  all,  and  God  bless  you.  Thank 
you  very  much. 


Note :  The  President  spoke  at  9:20  a.m.  at 
Kilo  8  Pier  in  Honolulu ,  Hawaii  He  was 
introduced  by  Lenore  Rickert,  retired  US. 
Navy  nurse  and  a  survivor  of  the  Pearl 
Harbor  attack. 


Remarks  at  Half-Time  During  the  Army-Navy  Football  Game 
December  7,  1991 


Well,  first  let  me  salute  all  that  are  there 
at  that  wonderful  Army-Navy  contest.  I  un¬ 
derstand  you  have  a  great  ballgame  under¬ 
way. 

Over  my  shoulder,  perhaps  you  can  see 
the  picture  of  Arizona  where  the  war  start¬ 
ed,  World  War  II,  on  December  7th,  50 
years  ago.  And  now  Fm  talking  to  you  also 
from  the  deck  of  the  Missouri  where  the 
war  ended  on  September  2d,  1945.  And  I 
must  tell  you  this  has  been  a  very  emotional 
day  for  the  survivors  of  Pearl  Harbor.  It's  an 
emotional  day  for  those  of  us  who  served  in 
World  War  II,  and  it’s  an  emotional  day  for 
our  entire  country. 

I  think  it  is  not  a  day  for  hatred.  I  think  it 
is  not  a  day  for  rancor.  I  think  it  is  a  day  for 
healing  and  looking  forward.  And  because 
of  the  sacrifice  of  the  people  here  at  Pearl 
Harbor  and  others  that  followed,  yester¬ 
day’s  enemies  are  now  our  friends.  Yester¬ 
day’s  hatred  has  now  given  way  to  feelings 
of  good  will,  partnership,  friendly  competi¬ 
tion.  And  so  it  has  been  a  moving  day  at 


Pearl  Harbor.  And  I,  as  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  forces,  have  been  very  proud 
to  be  here. 

Let  me  wish  all  of  you  at  that  wonderful 
football  game  now  the  very  best.  And  may  I 
say  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  U.S. 
Naval  Academy  and  the  Army  of  the  West 
Point,  thank  you  for  your  service  to  this,  the 
greatest  country  on  the  face  of  the  Earth. 
May  God  bless  each  and  every  one  of  you 
who  served  the  United  States  of  America.  It 
is  a  special  day,  and  all  of  you  helped  make 
it  a  special  day. 

Thank  you  so  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:17  a.m. 
aboard  the  U.S.S.  “ Missouri ”  in  Pearl 
Harbor,  Hawaii.  His  remarks  were  broadcast 
live  by  the  American  Broadcasting  Compa¬ 
ny  during  half-time  of  the  Army-Navy 
football  game  in  Philadelphia,  PA.  Keith 
Jackson  of  ABC-Sports  introduced  the  Presi¬ 
dent  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Interview  With  Charles  Bierbauer  of  CNN  at  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii 
December  7,  1991 


Pearl  Harbor 

Q.  This  is  Charles  Bierbauer  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  on  board  the  deck  of  the  U.S.S. 
Missouri. 

Mr.  President,  thank  you  for  joining  us 
with  the  Arizona  Memorial  behind  us.  As 
you  were  there  this  morning,  a  day  which 
you’ve  described  as  a  very  emotional  one, 
the  sense  of  an  apology  from  Japan  for  the 


events  at  Pearl  Harbor,  how  necessary  is 
that? 

The  President.  I  don’t  think  it’s  necessary. 
The  Prime  Minister  very  forthrightly  ex¬ 
pressed  either  regrets  or  remorse;  I  can’t 
remember  the  word  that  was  used.  But  this 
is  a  time  for  healing.  This  is  a  time  for 
looking  forward. 

We  won  the  war.  We  made  a  tremendous 
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contribution  to  freedom  by  winning  the 
war — war  ending  right  on  the  decks  of  this 
very  vessel.  And  this  is  not  a  time  for  re¬ 
crimination  or  rancor.  And  so  my  message 
is  one  of  healing,  of  going  forward — tough 
competitors,  being  tough  in  competition  for 
business  and  markets,  but  not  looking  back 
in  the  sense  of  bitterness  and  hatred. 

Q.  And  yet  youVe  heard  from  many  of 
the  survivors  a  sense  that  they  still - 

The  President.  Yes. 

q - perhaps  have  that  rancor.  Can  this 

be  a  demarcation  at  this  point? 

The  President.  It  should  be  a  demarca¬ 
tion.  It  should  be  a  turning  forward.  And  I 
can  understand  the  bitterness.  What  is  it,  a 
thousand  sailors  still  there  in  that  tomb? 
And  dealing  with  those  families  today  and 
meeting  them  was  for  me  very,  very  emo¬ 
tional.  But  I  really  think  this  is  a  time  to 
look  forward.  And  I  can  say  to  them,  I  un¬ 
derstand  part  of  what  you’re  going  through. 
I  lost  a  lot  of  fallen  comrades,  two  room¬ 
mates,  many  others.  But  this  isn’t  the  time 
for  recrimination.  And  I  don’t  think  most  of 
them  feel  that  way.  I  think  most  of  them 
say,  look,  my  husband,  my  son,  my  grandfa¬ 
ther  did  not  die  in  vain. 

Anti-Japanese  Sentiment 

Q.  A  few  months  ago  when  you  met  with 
then-Prime  Minister  Kaifu,  he  complained 
about  Japan  bashing,  about  feeling  unappre¬ 
ciated  over  there.  Why  do  you  think  that 
persists? 

The  President  Well,  I  complained  a  little 
bit  about  saying,  “Hey,  wait  a  minute, 
there’s  some  Europe  bashing  in  Japan.”  And 
I  don’t  think  it  should  exist  in  either  coun¬ 
try.  And  there’s  some  nationalists  there  that 
feel  bitter  about  the  United  States.  And 
there’s  people  in  our  country  that  feel 
bitter  about  Japan  and  bash  Japan — in  other 
words,  instead  of  trying  to  compete  better, 
try  to  take  it  out  on  Japan. 

I  don’t  know  why  it  is.  I  hope  it  is  not 
based  on  bigotry  or  some  racial  concept  on 
either  side  of  the  Pacific. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  could  be? 

The  President.  I  hope  not,  and  I  don’t 
want  to  say  that.  But  we  all  know  that  back 
in  the  days  of  World  War  II  there  was  such 
a  feeling.  I  was  there.  I  was  a  young  man 
then,  and  I  remember  it.  But  that’s  not  the 


case  today.  And  I’m  not  saying  there’s  no 
residues  of  that  nature,  but  if  it  is,  we  ought 
to  speak  out  against  it.  This  is  the  time  for 
fair  competition,  and  I’m  going  to  take  that 
message  to  Japan.  Fair,  free  markets,  but 
they’ve  got  to  be  fair.  And  let’s  do  business 
on  that  basis  with  respect.  Let’s  recognize 
that  we’ve  come  together  since  the  war. 

They’re  democratic  now.  They  were  to¬ 
talitarian  and  imperialists  back  then.  And 
so  we  shouldn’t  be  recriminatory. 

Trade  With  Japan 

Q.  You  will  be  in  Japan  in  the  beginning 
of  January. 

The  President  Yes. 

Q.  Does  the  message  go  beyond  that?  Are 
you  at  a  point  where  you  can  break  this 
logjam  on  trade? 

The  President  I  hope  so.  I’m  not  sure 
where  the  logjam — there  are  some  things 
that  are  moving;  there  are  some  things  that 
we  feel  we’ve  been  stonewalled  on,  to  be 
very  candid.  And  I’m  going  to  take  a  good, 
tough  message  out  there.  And  I  expect  they 
will  level  with  me  where  they  feel  we  have 
been  discriminatory  or  being  two-sided,  say 
one  thing  and  do  something  else. 

But  that’s  the  way  we  ought  to  do  busi¬ 
ness,  look  them  in  the  eye  and  say,  “Now, 
wait  a  minute,  you  can’t  have  a  one-way 
street.  We  want  access  to  your  markets.” 
But  it  shouldn’t  be  based  on  what  happened 
here  50  years  ago  with  some  vestiges  of 
discrimination  or  recrimination. 

Asia-U.S.  Relations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  lot  of  people  seem  to 
think  that  our  relations  with  the  Asian 
countries,  Japan  among  them,  have  been 
based  for  the  last  several  decades  on  a  cir¬ 
cling  of  the  Soviet  Union,  a  containment  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  You  don’t  have  a  Soviet 
Union  to  contain  anymore  in  the  same 
sense.  How  does  that  change  your  relation¬ 
ship  with  Asia? 

The  President  I  don’t  really  feel  that  our 
relationship  with  the  Asian  countries  or 
Japan  is  based  on  this  concept  of  encircle¬ 
ment.  I  feel  that  it  should  be  based  on  ex¬ 
panding  markets,  and  expanding  markets 
means  more  jobs  for  the  people  in  the 
United  States.  So  Pacific  countries  are  our 
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biggest  trading  partners.  So  I  don’t  think  it’s 
based,  that  we  ever  based  our  relationship 
with  those  countries  on  trying  to  encircle 
the  Soviet  Union.  They  might  have  felt  that 
way,  the  old  Soviet  Union. 

But  I  don’t  think  today  anybody  feels  that 
our  reaching  out  to  Japan  or  our  being  with 
Japan  or  Japan  standing  with  us  in  the  war 
against  Japan  [Iraq]  is  because  of  encircling 
the  Soviet  Union.  I  think  it’s  much  more 
sophisticated  than  that,  much  more  for¬ 
ward-looking  than  that,  and  much  more 
positive  in  terms  of  the  benefits  to  the 
American  people,  provided  we  can  do 


better  in  getting  the  access  to  the  markets 
that  I  think  we  must  have. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much 
for  joining  us  here  on  the  U.S.S.  Missouri. 

The  President.  Some  beautiful  day  out 
here. 

Q.  It’s  a  very  beautiful  day.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  sir. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  10:26  a.m. 
aboard  the  U.S.S.  “ Missouri .  ”  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  this  interview. 


Remarks  at  a  Briefing  by  the  National  Commission  on  AIDS 

December  9,  1991 


Lou,  thank  you.  And  let  me  just  thank 
Dr.  Rogers  and  Dr.  Osborn  and,  of  course, 
all  the  members  of  the  AIDS  Commission. 
And  let  me  tell  them  that  I  have  great  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  professionals  in  this  Govern¬ 
ment,  from  Dr.  Sullivan  on,  the  people  out 
at  NIH,  Dr.  Roper,  and  so  many  others  that 
are  working  these  problems. 

And  when  you  have  something  as  devas¬ 
tating  and  as  scary  as  AIDS,  I’m  not  sure 
that  our  people  that  are  working  with  such 
compassion  and  such  caring  get  the  proper 
credit.  They’re  not  in  it  for  credit;  they’re 
in  it  for  trying  to  do  something  for  human¬ 
ity.  And  if  I’ve  ever  seen  a  dedicated  group 
of  professionals,  I  think  they’re  sitting  right 
around  this  table. 

Lou,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  assembling 
the  team.  Dr.  Mason,  of  course,  we’re  going 
to  hear  from  him;  Tony  Fauci,  we  know 
how  inspirational  he’s  been;  our  Surgeon 
General;  head  of  NIH,  Dr.  Healy;  and  I 
don’t  want  to  leave  out  my  former  White 
House  associate  who’s  now  branched  off 
into  a  new  setting  down  there  in  Atlanta. 

But  no,  we’ve  got  good  people  working  it. 
I  think  nobody  ever  has  the  total  amount  of 
resource  to  bring  to  bear  on  a  problem,  and 
yet  I  noted  with  interest  what  you  said  in 
terms  of  the  levels  of  funding.  And  I’m  very 
anxious  to  hear  from  everybody.  I,  too, 
would  like  to  pay  my  respects  to  Belinda 


Mason  and  also  Kimberly. 

But  this  is  a  tragic  disease,  and  it  is  some¬ 
thing  that  I’d  like  to  find  ways  to  be  helpful 
as  President.  In  addition  to  the  professional 
aspects  of  all  of  this,  I’d  like  to  think  that 
there  are  some  suggestions  coming  out  of 
this  as  to  what  we  might  be  able  to  do  to  be 
of  more  help  from  the  White  House.  I’d  like 
to  do  it.  Barbara,  of  course,  feels  the  same 
way.  When  she  hugs  those  children,  I  think 
it  sends  the  proper  message  around  the 
country.  And  I’ll  never  forget  visits  that 
Tony  and  others  out  there  arranged  for  me 
quite  a  few  months  ago  now,  but  it  was 
terribly  moving.  And  some  have  suggested 
that  in  some  way  it  might  have  been  help¬ 
ful. 

But  all  I’m  saying  here  to  you  who  are 
giving  so  much  of  your  lives  and  your  love 
and  care  to  this,  we  do  want  to  do  what  we 
can  to  help.  And  I  think  we’ve  got  a  good 
program  going,  but  I’d  like  to  have  the  cri¬ 
tique  of  that  now  from  any — I  don’t  know 
whether  you’ve  got  this  all  set  up  in  an 
orderly  Sullivan  manner,  or  are  we  just 
dealer’s  choice  here? 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  11:42  a.m.  at 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  in  Washington,  DC.  In  his  remarks, 
he  referred  to  Dr.  June  E.  Osborn  and  Dr. 
David  E.  Rogers,  Chair  and  Vice  Chair  of 
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the  Commission;  Dr.  William  L.  Roper,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control; 
Dr.  James  O.  Mason,  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Health,  Public  Health  Service;  and  Dr.  An¬ 
thony  S.  Fauci,  Associate  Director  for  AIDS 


Research  at  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health.  The  President  also  referred  to  AIDS 
victims  Kimberly  Bergalis  and  Belinda 
Mason,  a  former  member  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  High-Performance  Computing  Act  of  1991 
December  9,  1991 


Let  me  just  thank  you  all  for  coming 
today.  And  I’m  pleased  to  sign  into  law  the 
High-Performance  Computing  Act  of  1991. 
This  will  implement  the  far-reaching  initia¬ 
tives  on  information  technologies  proposed 
to  Congress  in  my  fiscal  year  1992  budget 
earlier  this  year. 

Fd  like  to  thank  Director  Darman;  my 
Science  Advisor,  Dr.  Bromley;  Secretary 
Watkins  and  Secretary  Mosbacher;  Chair¬ 
man  Boskin  and  Dick  Truly,  Administrator 
Truly;  Roger  Porter;  Director  Massey,  who 
are  with  us  today.  And  Fd  like  also  to  thank 
Secretaries  Cheney  and  Alexander,  who 
couldn’t  be  with  us  today,  and  Bill  Reilly, 
also  missing,  but  all  of  them  playing  an  in¬ 
strumental  part  in  all  of  this.  And  then  all  of 
the  other  members  of  the  administration 
that  helped  develop  this  initiative  and 
secure  enactment  of  this  historic  bill. 

The  development  of  high-performance 
computing  and  communications  technology 
offers  the  potential  to  transform  radically 
the  way  in  which  all  Americans  will  work, 
learn,  and  communicate  in  the  future.  It 
holds  the  promise  of  changing  society  as 
much  as  the  other  great  inventions  of  the 
20th  century  including  the  telephone,  air 
travel,  and  radio  and  TV.  This  program  will 
help  researchers  meet  the  grand  challenges 
in  science:  To  unlock  the  secrets  of  DNA,  to 
forecast  severe  weather  events,  and  to  dis¬ 
cover  new  superconducting  materials. 

It  is  no  surprise  that  America  holds  the 
lead  in  high-performance  information  tech¬ 
nology.  Our  greatest  technological  strides 
have  been  made  possible  by  the  unique 
qualities  of  American  society:  Freedom,  in¬ 
novation,  entrepreneurial  spirit,  a  combina¬ 
tion  found  nowhere  else  in  the  world.  And 
this  program  will  sustain  and  extend  that 


leadership  position. 

The  high-performance  computing  initia¬ 
tive  is  part  of  an  overall  strategy  advanced 
by  this  administration  to  enhance  our  com¬ 
petitiveness.  My  $76  billion  R&D  budget 
proposal  for  this  year  included  increased  in¬ 
vestment  in  both  basic  research  and  in  ad¬ 
ditional  key  areas  of  applied  research  such 
as  material  science,  advance  manufacturing, 
biotechnology,  and  energy-related  R&D. 

In  addition  to  these  critical  investments 
in  R&D,  we’ve  been  working  to  prepare 
America  to  compete  in  the  next  century  by 
opening  up  foreign  markets  to  U.S.  export 
through  a  new  GATT  round  and  a  North 
American  free-trade  agreement,  proposing 
tax  policies  such  as  making  permanent 
R&D  tax  credit  and  reducing  taxes  on  cap¬ 
ital  gains  to  promote  long-term  investment, 
and  preparing  our  work  force  to  compete 
through  sharp  increases  in  funding  for  math 
and  science  education  and  through  our 
America  2000  broad  reform  initiative. 

The  initiative  involves  eight  Federal 
agencies,  all  of  which  would  contribute  to 
development  of  this  new  technology  and 
would  share  in  its  benefits.  Private  industry 
will  work  closely  with  Federal  agencies  and 
labs  in  the  planning,  funding,  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  initiative  to  ensure  that  the 
fruits  of  this  research  program  will  be 
brought  into  the  educational  and  commer¬ 
cial  marketplaces  just  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  high-performance  computing  initia¬ 
tive  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  philoso¬ 
phy  of  this  administration:  To  invest  in  the 
future,  to  create  new  jobs  and  new  opportu¬ 
nities  for  sustained  economic  growth.  It  is 
also  an  excellent  example  of  how  Govern¬ 
ment,  industry,  and  academia  can  work  to¬ 
gether  to  develop  new  and  important  tech- 
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nologies. 

And  so,  once  again,  welcome.  And  with 
that,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  now  to  sign 
this  legislation  which  will  benefit  Americans 
today  and  on  into  the  next  century. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:31  p.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  S. 
272,  approved  December  9,  was  assigned 
Public  Law  No.  102-194. 


Statement  on  Signing  Legislation  To  Study  the  Feasibility  of 
Establishing  a  Native  American  Cultural  Center 
December  9,  1991 


Today  I  am  signing  into  law  H.R.  3370, 
an  Act  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Interi¬ 
or  to  carry  out  a  study  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Congress  regarding  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  a  Native  American 
cultural  center  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklaho¬ 
ma. 

I  am  signing  this  bill  notwithstanding  a 
provision  that  purports  to  require  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Interior  to  report  the  results  of 
a  certain  study  together  with  his  “recom¬ 
mendations”  to  the  Congress.  Were  this 
provision  construed  to  require  an  executive 
branch  officer  to  submit  legislative  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Congress,  it  would  be 


constitutionally  objectionable.  Because  Arti¬ 
cle  II,  section  3  of  the  Constitution  vests  the 
President  with  exclusive  authority  to  decide 
whether  and  when  the  executive  branch 
should  propose  legislation,  this  provision 
will  be  construed  as  only  advisory  and  not 
requiring  legislative  recommendations. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  9,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  3370,  approved  December  9,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-196. 


Remarks  to  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
December  10,  1991 


Thank  you,  Billy  and  thank  you,  Tom. 
Listen,  it’s  a  great  pleasure  to  be  with  all  of 
you.  And  standing  next  to  me  is  a  guy  who 
most  of  you  know,  son  of  Illinois,  Ed  Mad- 
igan,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  doing  a 
great  job. 

Listen,  we  wanted  to  come  by  and  see 
this  great  market.  And  all  of  you  ought  to 
know  that  around  the  world  people  are 
trying,  as  they  come  out  from  behind  that 
Iron  Curtain,  to  emulate  the  market  here, 
free  trading  in  a  very,  very  important  area. 
And  you  are  doing  more  for  agriculture  and 
for  business,  and  we  are  very,  very  grateful 
to  you. 

Let  me  just  say  a  word.  I  am  not  happy, 
and  nor  is  anybody,  with  the  state  of  the 
economy.  We  want  to  see  it  moving.  We 


want  to  see  it  growing.  And  I  will  gather  up 
the  best  ideas  I  can  between  now  and  the 
time  that  the  Congress  comes  back,  try  to 
lay  partisan  politics  aside,  and  get  this  coun¬ 
try  moving  by  a  strong  growth  package  that 
was  long  overdue. 

The  current  performance  of  this  economy 
is  unacceptable;  growth  is  too  slow.  But 
there  are  some  encouraging  signs:  Interest 
rates  are  down,  mortgage  interest  rates,  in¬ 
flation  seems  to  be  holding  down.  And  now, 
we’ve  just  got  to  give  it  a  kick  and  get  it 
started  up  again.  And  I’m  grateful  to  all  of 
you  for  the  example  you’ve  set.  And  now  I 
guess  we  have  about  6  minutes,  but  I  want 
to  see  this  place  spring  into  action.  Maybe  I 
can  learn  a  few  new  hand  gestures. 

Thank  you  all.  God  bless  you,  and  God 
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bless  the  United  States.  of  Trade.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Wil¬ 

liam  F.  O'Connor,  chairman,  and  Thomas 
Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:23  a.m.  F.  Donovan,  president  and  chief  executive 
from  the  soybean  pit  of  the  Chicago  Board  officer  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 


Remarks  to  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
December  10,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very  much.  And  Jack, 
thank  you,  sir,  for  that  more-than-generous 
introduction.  To  Bill  Brodsky,  my  thanks  to 
you,  sir,  for  arranging  all  of  this,  coming 
from  Wall  Street  to  Chicago  as  you  have. 
I’m  delighted  to  be  with  you.  To  Leo,  Leo 
Melamed,  the  Babe  Ruth  of  the  exchange,  I 
want  to  thank  him.  And  of  course,  salute 
two  others  with  me,  your  great  Governor 
my  friend  Jim  Edgar,  and  Ed  Madigan,  who 
is  our  new — former  Illinois  Congressman 
and  now  our  able  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
who  is  up  to  his  eyeballs  in  working  with  us 
to  try  to  make  a  successful  conclusion  to 
this  GATT  round.  And  he’s  knocking  him¬ 
self  out,  crossing  the  Atlantic  Ocean  back 
and  forth,  but  we  couldn’t  have  a  better 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  trying  to  open  up 
these  foreign  markets  to  our  agricultural 
products.  Ed,  thank  you. 

And  I  thought  Jim  Thompson  was  going 
to  be  with  us,  but  maybe  he’s  not  that 
brave,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
a  lawyer.  [Laughter]  But  he  was  here,  and  I 
salute  him,  a  longtime  friend. 

Jack  mentioned  the  visit  to  the  trading 
floor,  and  I  do  want  to  thank  everyone  in¬ 
volved  in  that  trip  through  that  melee  for 
their  warmth  of  the  reception.  I  thought  it 
would  be  pretty  hard  to  match  the  emotion 
of  last  weekend  out  there  in  Pearl  Harbor, 
but  I’ll  tell  you,  this  was  a  little  different. 
Younger  kids,  all — there  were  a  few  old 
guys  down  there — [ laughter ] — but  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about  enthusiasm  and  the  future.  And  it 
was  a  wonderfully  inspiring  trip  through 
that  floor,  and  I  want  to  thank  those  of  you 
who  were  here  that  participated  in  that  and 
everybody  else  responsible  for  that  visit. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

It’s  great  to  be  back  here  and  to  have  a 
chance  to  visit  briefly  with  the  leaders  of 


the  business  community  and  leaders  of  this 
exchange.  As  you  know,  we’ve  had  a  staff 
change  at  the  White  House,  a  new  Chief  of 
Staff  coming  there.  And  when  John  Sununu 
resigned,  I  looked  to  Chicago,  I  looked  to 
the  Windy  City  for  help,  for  another  sound 
manager,  communicator,  and  consummate 
politician.  Well,  Mike  Ditka  was  busy  with 
other  responsibilities — [laughter] — and  Sam 
Skinner,  though,  rose  to  the  fore.  And  I 
think  we’re  going  to  have  a  very  good  oper¬ 
ation  with  your  friend  and  mine,  Sam,  who 
did  a  great  job  as  Secretary  of  Transporta¬ 
tion,  now  in  this  new,  key  place  as  we  move 
into  a  new  year. 

I’ve  really  enjoyed  my  visits  here  to  both 
exchanges  today,  the  board  and  then  here. 
I’ve  seen  the  future.  It  uses  hand  signals,  at 
least  for  now.  [Laughter]  But  then,  I’ve  also 
glimpsed  at  the  fact  that  that’s  also  chang¬ 
ing.  Speaking  of  hand  signals,  I  saw  a  few 
riding  in  here.  [Laughter]  They  have  a  nice 
way  here  of  making  one  feel  at  home. 
[Laughter]  No,  actually  it’s  been  very,  very 
friendly. 

But  I  really  enjoyed  the  tour  downstairs, 
and  I  also  have  been  looking  forward  to  this 
part  of  the  program.  Here  on  the  upper 
floor,  the  futures  market  of  the  future,  I 
think  we  really  can  peek  into  the  next  cen¬ 
tury.  Soon,  probably  sooner  than  you 
expect,  this  area  will  be  as  packed  and  busy 
as  the  trading  pits  below. 

The  Merc  has  become  a  bellwether  of  the 
future  because  it  never,  ever  lost  the  inven¬ 
tive  spirit  of  its  founders.  You  defied  the 
doomsayers  when  you  pioneered  that  risk- 
pool  management  through  the  Exchange 
Trust.  You  established  the  first  financial  fu¬ 
tures  market,  the  International  Monetary 
Market.  You  saw  an  international  market¬ 
place  and  established  overseas  offices  before 
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most  exchanges  even  thought  of  setting  up 
domestic  branches.  And  you  created  Euro¬ 
dollar  Futures  a  decade  ago,  and  I  know 
you  celebrated  its  10th  anniversary  yester¬ 
day.  And  you  should  be  very,  very  proud  of 
this  world  leadership. 

In  challenging  times,  you’ve  thrived.  And 
this  year,  you  trimmed  expenses  to  improve 
efficiency,  and  your  business  grew  by  more 
than  4  percent,  I’m  told.  Through  the  ups 
and  downs  of  the  business  cycle,  you’ve  op¬ 
erated  without  requiring  a  dime’s  worth  of 
assistance  from  the  American  taxpayer.  And 
you’ve  taken  care  of  your  own  without 
losing  your  own  momentum  for  a  single 
minute. 

It’s  great  to  be  here — I  mentioned  him 
earlier — with  Leo  Melamed  whom,  I  sup¬ 
pose,  you  call  the  father  of  the  future.  And 
now,  you  all  know  of  his  professional  accom¬ 
plishments,  but  he  never  left  his  imagina¬ 
tion  at  the  office.  As  many  of  you  know,  he 
has  also  written  prodigiously.  His  greatest 
triumph  was  the  science  fiction  thriller 
“The  Tenth  Planet.”  It’s  not  about  Capitol 
Hill;  it  is  another  science  fiction  thriller. 
[Laughter] 

Sometimes,  though,  debates  on  Capitol 
Hill  about  the  economy  sound  as  if  they 
were  about  life  on  another  planet.  And  you 
know,  an  economy  does  not  run  just  on 
money.  An  economy  lives  and  breathes  on 
ideas  and  information. 

Entrepreneurs  like  the  men  and  women 
who  trade  in  the  Merc’s  pits,  the  farmers 
who  work  the  fields  by  day  and  the  com¬ 
puters  by  night,  arbitrageurs  in  London, 
and  investors  the  world  over,  these  people 
swap  ideas,  information,  dreams,  and  dares, 
and  they  fire  an  economy.  Their  energy 
drives  our  Nation  forward.  They  chart  the 
course  through  the  international  market¬ 
place. 

A  government  that  does  not  understand 
the  gritty  fundamentals  of  business  cannot 
understand  how  to  help  an  economy  grow. 
Ten  years  ago,  many  of  you  stood  with  us  as 
the  Reagan-Bush  administration  took  on  the 
old  wisdom  that  government  could  solve 
everything  and  that  business  could  flourish 
regardless  of  what  burdens  Washington 
heaped  upon  it.  We  cut  the  taxes  and 
peeled  away  regulations,  restrained  spend¬ 
ing,  promoted  free  trade.  And  out  of  that 


came  the  longest  peacetime  economic  ex¬ 
pansion  in  the  history  of  this  country.  While 
others  may  have  sat  back  to  enjoy  their  new 
prosperity,  you  were  a  driving  dynamic 
here.  You  moved  forward. 

You’ve  stood  with  my  administration  as 
we  work  to  create  the  conditions  for  a  more 
vibrant  economy.  I’ve  asked  Congress  for  3 
years  to  pass  a  series  of  growth  initiatives, 
job-creating  initiatives.  And  the  economy 
has  turned  sluggish.  People  want  action. 
And  I  want  action,  action  to  help  people, 
action  to  make  things  better  now  and  in  the 
future. 

And  our  administration  believes  as  you  do 
that  the  solution  lies  in  free  markets  for 
free  people.  We’ve  promoted  straightfor¬ 
ward  measures  to  invigorate  the  economy, 
such  as  cuts  in  the  capital  gains  tax;  banking 
reform,  inclusive  banking  reform  legislation; 
letting  first-time  homebuyers  use  these 
IRA’s  for  purchasing  homes;  a  permanent 
tax  credit  for  R&D,  for  research  and  devel¬ 
opment,  and  so  on. 

We  pushed  other  initiatives  to  make  the 
most  of  our  human  capital  now  and  in  the 
future:  A  revolution,  for  example,  in  Ameri¬ 
can  education;  a  tough  crime  package  to 
back  up  the  police  officers  that  we  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  every  single  day  of  our  lives;  a 
tort  reform  bill  up  there  that  will  put  some 
caps  on  some  of  these  mindlessly  high  set¬ 
tlements  that  are  driving  much  of  the  in¬ 
dustry  to  its  knees;  and  recently,  a  transpor¬ 
tation  bill  that  will  create  jobs  and  provide 
much  needed  repair  for  our  roads  and 
bridges  and  infrastructure. 

And,  again,  I  salute  Sam  Skinner  for  his 
leadership  as  our  Secretary  of  Transporta¬ 
tion  on  this  important  job-creating  legisla¬ 
tion. 

Although  both  political  parties  will  feel 
tempted  to  engage  in  partisan  warfare 
when  Congress  comes  back  in  January,  re¬ 
convenes,  I  will  be  calling  upon  the  Demo¬ 
crats  and  the  Republicans  to  lay  partisan¬ 
ship  aside  long  enough  to  pass  a  clear, 
strong  growth  package.  We  owe  it  to  the 
taxpayer;  we  owe  it  to  those  that  have  jobs, 
and  we  owe  it  to  those  who  don’t  have  jobs 
to  get  that  done  regardless  of  politics.  And 
I’m  going  to  do  that,  no  matter  that  1992  is 
a  Presidential  election  year. 
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And  I  might  say,  being  in  his  hometown, 
I  can  work  with  Dan  Hostenkowski,  your 
friend  and  mine,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee.  And  if  we  had 
more  like  him  I  believe  we  could  have 
gotten  these  problems  solved  long,  long 
ago. 

In  the  post-cold-war  world — and  you’ve 
set  the  example  on  this  one — we  must 
thrive  in  the  international  marketplace.  I 
am  going  to  be  meeting  this  weekend  with 
President  Salinas.  And  I  know  he  was  up 
visiting  you  all  earlier  this  year.  And  the 
two  of  us  are  going  to  discuss  trade  matters 
in  detail.  And  later  this  month  I  will  pro¬ 
mote  free  and  fair  trade — read  that,  jobs — 
with  our  allies  in  Japan  and  South  Korea 
and  Singapore,  and  also  going  down  to  Aus¬ 
tralia.  Free  and  fair  trade  means  more  jobs 
for  Americans. 

And  we  must  not  pull  back  into  some 
isolationistic  sphere  listening  to  the  siren’s 
call  of  “America  first.”  I  learned  that  lesson 
as  a  young  kid  just  at  the  beginning  of 
World  War  II,  and  I  don’t  want  to  see  this 
country  go  back  to  “America  first”  and  pro¬ 
tection.  That  will  shrink  markets  and  throw 
people  out  of  work.  And  we  need  to  stand 
together  against  that  call  from  the  left  and 
against  that  call  from  the  right  to  stay 
within  ourselves.  We  owe  the  world  leader¬ 
ship,  and  they’re  going  to  get  it  from  this 
President. 

You  know,  the  allegation  is  that  I  spend  a 
lot  of  time  on  foreign  affairs.  I  take  great 
pride  in  some  of  the  accomplishments 
we’ve  made.  I  think  America  came  together 
at  Desert  Storm,  and  we  found  a  new  sense 
of  confidence,  a  new  spirit  as  a  Nation.  And 
I’m  not  going  to  back  away  from  that.  I  am 
proud  that  we’re  bringing  parties  that  have 
stood  at  each  other’s  throats  for  years, 
bringing  them  together  in  the  Middle  East 
to  talk  some  peace.  I’m  proud  of  the  way 
we’ve  handled  the  evolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  right  today  it  is  extraordinarily 
complicated. 

But  my  point  is,  we  cannot  withdraw,  we 


can’t  pull  back.  You  can’t  do  it.  You’re  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  markets,  and  well  you  should 
be,  because  that  offers  prosperity  to  the 
American  people  as  well  as  to  others.  And  I 
don’t  think  a  President  should  pull  back  in 
the  face  of  domestic  criticism  by  some  par¬ 
tisans  suggesting  that  we  don’t  have  to 
worry  about  our  national  security  and  that 
we  don’t  see  that  jobs  stem  from  being  en¬ 
gaged  with  foreign  countries,  instead  of 
being  pulled  back  from  engagement  with 
foreign  countries. 

So,  I  can  do  both.  We  can  stay  involved, 
work  for  world  peace,  enhance  our  national 
security,  and  now  drive  forward  to  get  this 
economy  moving  by  bipartisan  action  for 
growth,  economic  growth  that  means  jobs 
for  the  American  people. 

Years  ago,  Carl  Sandburg  described  this 
city  as  “the  hog  butcher  for  the  world.” 
That  was  the  Chicago  of  another  era,  an¬ 
other  world.  And  today,  Chicago  serves  the 
pork  belly’s  future,  the  currency’s  future, 
the  future,  period,  of  an  international  mar¬ 
ketplace.  And  the  one  message  I’d  like  to 
come  out  of  this  meeting  here  today  and 
the  other  meetings  I’ve  had  is  that  we  are 
the  hub  of  the  international  market.  And 
countries  that  are  emerging  into  democracy 
are  looking  to  us  for  leadership  in  terms  of 
making  world  markets.  And  nobody  does  it 
any  better  than  the  people  right  here  in 
this  room. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much.  And  now  get 
back  to  work  and  help  us  shape  another 
American  century.  Thank  you  all.  I’m  glad 
to  be  with  you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:05  p.m.  fol¬ 
lowing  a  tour  of  the  trading  floor.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  John  F.  Sandner, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange;  William  J. 
Brodsky,  president  and  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  exchange;  and  Leo  Melamed, 
chairman  emeritus  of  the  exchange  and 
chairman  of  the  Globex  Corp. 
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Remarks  to  the  Illinois  Farm  Bureau  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
December  10,  1991 


Thank  you,  John,  and  to  all  the  members, 
thank  you.  Thank  you,  John  White,  Gover¬ 
nor  Edgar,  and  to  Secretary  Madigan,  son  of 
Illinois,  who  is  doing  a  superb  job  as  our 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Fm  glad  he  flew 
out  here  with  us.  To  Congressman  Ewing, 
who  will  be  flying  back  with  us,  I  under¬ 
stand,  on  Air  Force  One  back  to  Washing¬ 
ton.  WeVe  welcomed  him  to  the  Congress 
and  proud  he's  there.  To  Enid  Schlipf,  who 
has  been  at  my  side  today,  and  I’m  grateful 
for  that,  his  counsel.  We  had  a  session,  a 
listening  session,  getting  counsel  from  busi¬ 
ness  people,  and  it  was  most  appropriate 
that  Messrs.  White  and  Schlipf  were  there. 

And  to  all  of  you  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  Illinois  Farm  Bureau,  thank  you  for  that 
warm  reception  and  for  your  hospitality.  I 
feel  that  Fve  come  to  the  right  place.  My 
top  priority  is  to  get  this  country  moving 
faster  and  more  confidently  on  the  path  of 
economic  progress. 

Fve  had  excellent  visits  this  morning  on 
the  trading  floors  at  the  Merc  and  at  the 
Board  of  Trade.  I  lost  3  pounds  in  the  proc¬ 
ess,  just  kind  of  working  my  way  through 
those  hand  signals.  And  it  was  wonderful. 
And  I  had  the  privilege  to  have  both  John 
and  Enid,  who  are  leaders  of  the  Farm 
Bureau,  at  my  side  during  those  sessions 
and  also  at  Billy  Goat’s — [laughter] — I  think 
you  guys  were  up  there.  It’s  a  marvelous 
burger  place  here.  But  speaking  of  farming, 
let  me  give  you  a  little  bit  of  historical  trivia 
that  will  not  send  you  into  euphoria,  but  I 
always  try  to  claim  kinship  with  various 
States.  And  my  great-grandfather  David 
Walker  grew  up  on  a  farm  near  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Illinois.  How  about  that  one?  Nobody’s 
ever  heard  that  before. 

But  anyway,  meeting  with  so  many  Illi¬ 
nois  farmers  and  agribusiness  leaders,  Fve 
had  a  chance  to  talk  face  to  face  with  some 
men  and  women  who  are  leading  the  way. 
You  see,  agriculture  is  a  perennial  export 
leader,  and  recently  exports  have  been  a 
tremendous  factor,  a  big  factor  in  our  over¬ 
all  economic  growth.  And  here’s  how  im¬ 
portant  that  is:  Every  billion  dollars  in  agri¬ 


cultural  exports  means  approximately 
25,000  American  jobs. 

American  farmers  understand  how  the 
world  works.  You  know  that  taking  a  stand 
for  peace  and  stability  abroad,  supporting 
emerging  democracies,  developing  free  and 
fair  international  markets  will  make  our  na¬ 
tional  economy  much  stronger.  You  know 
what  a  determined  American  involvement 
in  global  trade  represents  to  the  bottom 
line.  It  means  higher  net  farm  income. 

So  first,  I  really  wanted  to  thank,  enthusi¬ 
astically  give  thanks  for  the  Farm  Bureau’s 
efforts  to  keep  America  a  leader  in  world 
commerce  and  world  security.  I  know  I 
speak  for  several  hundred  thousand  young 
service  men  and  women  in  saying  thank 
you  for  all  your  support  during  Desert 
Shield  and  thank  you  for  all  your  support 
during  Desert  Storm.  We  are  very,  very 
grateful. 

The  Farm  Bureau’s  leadership  is  vital  to 
our  progress  for  free  and  fair  trade,  no  mis¬ 
take  about  it.  You  made  a  big  contribution 
to  getting  the  North  American  free  trade 
talks  off  and  running.  You’ve  helped  launch 
our  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative 
for  trade  and  investment  throughout  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  I  can  assure  you,  be¬ 
cause  of  your  foresight,  we  can  look  forward 
to  unprecedented  prosperity  and  economic 
security  for  hundreds  of  millions  of  North 
and  South  Americans  from  the  Illinois  prai¬ 
ries  to  the  pampas  of  the  Argentine. 

Secretary  Madigan  and  Ambassador  Carla 
Hills  are  working  to  secure  a  solid  agree¬ 
ment  for  global  trade  at  the  Uruguay  round 
of  the  GATT  negotiations.  A  successful 
GATT  negotiation  will  literally  revolution¬ 
ize  world  agriculture  trade,  opening  mar¬ 
kets  and  leveling  the  playing  field  for 
American  exports.  When  we  achieve  this, 
we  will  owe  an  incalculable  debt  to  the 
Farm  Bureau  who  has  always  looked  ahead 
and  never  looked  back  on  this  important 
question  of  international  trade. 

And  I  might  say,  John,  you’re  quite  a  con¬ 
trast,  this  marvelous  organization,  to  the 
noisy  voices  that  want  to  withdraw  us  into 
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isolationism  and  protectionism.  They  say 
they  want  to  put  “America  first/’  You  have 
the  common  sense  to  recognize  that  Amer¬ 
ica  is  first  and  will  remain  first  only  if  we 
stay  engaged  in  world  markets  and  involved 
in  world  security.  And  as  long  as  I  am  Presi¬ 
dent,  that’s  exactly  what  I  intend  to  do. 

American  agriculture  is  productive  and 
competitive  because  of  its  strong  orienta¬ 
tion  to  free  markets.  Our  agriculture  owes 
much  to  such  fundamentals  as  advancing 
productivity,  embracing  new  technologies, 
moving  forward  to  new  frontiers  in  scientif¬ 
ic  research. 

Rural  America  is  a  model  of  strength  on 
social  issues  that  are  vital  to  our  future. 
Thank  God  that  family  and  family  values 
remain  so  important  to  agricultural  Amer¬ 
ica.  Farm  communities,  let’s  face  it,  they 
face  many  hardships.  But  they  always  in¬ 
volve  parents  in  the  schools,  and  that 
always  produces  better  students.  With  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  4-H  and  FFA,  Future  Farm¬ 
ers  of  America,  rural  America  takes  a  lead¬ 
ing  role  in  our  America  2000  strategy  to 
revolutionize,  literally  revolutionize  our 
education. 

I  can’t  tell  you  how  impressed  I  am  also 
at  how  much  most  farmers  know  about 
computers,  not  speaking  for  all  of  you,  I 
understand,  but  some  of  you.  But  I’ve  had 
enough  trouble  just  finding  the  “on”  switch 
on  my  computer,  say  nothing  of  getting  the 
cursor  to  move  where  and  when  I  want  it 
to.  But  the  point  is  this,  anyone  who  doesn’t 
appreciate  the  sophistication  of  the  modern 
farmer  doesn’t  understand  the  modern 
farmer. 

Last  month,  by  the  way — maybe  some  of 
you  all  were  out  there — but  I  spoke  to 
18,000  of  our  best  and  brightest  kids  at  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America  convention  in 
Kansas  City.  And  let  me  tell  you,  I  can’t 
contain  my  excitement  thinking  about  the 
day  when  those  young  men  and  women 
become  the  leaders  of  our  country.  They 
were  bright  and  alert  and  patriotic  and  for¬ 
ward-looking.  And  somebody,  parents  in 
this  room  and  across  agricultural  America 
are  doing  a  wonderful  job  with  these  young 
men  and  women. 

The  guy  that  introduced  me  was  so  good, 
I  thought  he  was  getting  ready  to  run 
against  me.  [Laughter]  But  anyway,  you 


should  have  heard  him.  He’s  a  real  articu¬ 
late  dude. 

Another  concern  I  know  you  share  with 
me  is  the  drug  problem.  The  stakes  here 
involve  not  just  the  economy  but  our  deep¬ 
est  social  and  moral  well-being.  Wherever  I 
go  in  this  country,  I  call  attention  to  those 
who  fight  the  drug  war  on  the  front  lines.  I 
praise  the  business  men  and  women  who 
keep  drugs  out  of  their  companies  and  the 
neighborhood  youth  centers  that  keep  teen¬ 
agers  off  the  streets.  So,  let  me  take  this 
opportunity  right  now  to  thank  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  Americans  who  don’t  get 
mentioned  often  enough  for  their  devotion 
in  running  the  strongest  kind  of  drug-free 
workplaces.  And  I’m  referring,  again,  to  the 
moms  and  the  dads  and  the  grandparents 
who  run  America’s  family  farms. 

Now,  I  know  that  sometimes  times  are 
tough  for  America’s  farmer.  And  that’s  why 
we  stand  by  our  commitment  to  help  ease 
the  pain  caused  by  natural  disasters.  This 
week  I  will  be  signing  legislation  to  provide 
drought  and  disaster  relief.  Many  farmers  in 
Illinois  and  other  States  suffered  unusually 
severe  losses  this  year  and  last  year.  And 
this  legislation  will  provide  much-needed 
assistance  for  hard-hit  farmers.  And  I  will 
be  delighted  to  sign  it. 

Now,  I  know  that  the  economic  downturn 
is  hurting  a  lot  of  people  in  virtually  every 
sector.  And  I’ve  heard  from  some  tough, 
optimistic  people  on  my  visit  just  today,  but 
they  didn’t  sugarcoat  their  message  about 
the  pain  and  the  problems  the  country  is 
going  through  right  now. 

You  and  I  know  that  we’ve  got  to  do 
more  to  get  the  economy  on  the  move,  to 
get  confidence  back.  And  I’m  prepared  to 
fight  harder  than  ever  for  a  series  of  growth 
initiatives.  And  when  Members  of  Congress 
go  back  to  work  in  January,  after  Christmas, 
they’ll  hear  from  me  in  no  uncertain  terms. 
My  growth  initiatives  will  give  Americans 
the  freedom  and  incentive  to  get  higher 
yields  from  their  efforts.  A  top  priority,  and 
John  referred  to  this,  is  to  cut  capital  gains 
taxes.  I  know  it’s  a  top  priority  of  the  Farm 
Bureau,  too,  and  I  want  to  express  my  deep 
thanks  for  your  outstanding  support  on  this 
initiative. 

Our  high  taxes,  then,  on  capital  gains  are 
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way  out  of  line  with  the  policies  in  other 
successful  economies.  Germany  has  no  cap¬ 
ital  gains,  no  tax  on  capital  gains  on  assets 
held  longer  than  6  months.  In  Japan,  an 
entrepreneur  who  sells  the  company  that 
he’s  built  from  scratch  pays  a  tax  of  1  per¬ 
cent.  A  capital  gains  tax  cut  will  free  up  the 
capital  that  we  need  for  growth.  And  it  will 
increase  the  value  of  land,  of  labor  and  cap¬ 
ital  all  at  once  by  reducing  the  tax  on  suc¬ 
cess.  And  I  am  going  to  keep  on  fighting 
until  we  get  that  done. 

Right  now,  we  place  entrepreneurs  in  a 
lose-lose  situation.  When  they  risk  money 
and  effort  on  something  that  fails,  they  lose. 
And  when  they  risk  money  on  a  winner,  we 
tax  the  capital  gain,  and  they  lose  again.  We 
have  to  put  an  end  to  this  lose-lose  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  economy.  A  capital  gains  cut 
will  stimulate  investment  and  create  jobs  in 
every  sector.  And  quite  frankly,  it  will  re¬ 
store  some  fundamental  fairness  to  the  way 
we  treat  farmers  and  the  way  we  treat 
homeowners. 

Capital  gains  tax  relief  is  but  a  part  of  our 
program.  Thanks  to  leadership  from  Illinois’ 
own  Sam  Skinner,  our  soon-to-be  Chief  of 
Staff,  I  expect  soon  to  sign  a  transportation 
bill  that  creates  new  jobs  while  rebuilding 
our  roads  and  bridges.  And  I’m  working  for 
a  research  tax  credit  to  help  new  technol¬ 
ogies  create  more  jobs;  working  for  new 
IRA’s  to  help  the  first-time  homebuyer, 
stimulate  that  homebuilding  market;  and 
for  bank  reform.  We  desperately  need  com¬ 
prehensive  bank  reform  to  help  America 
compete  in  the  21st  century  and  to  help 


free  up  capital  right  now. 

We  want  our  children’s  future  to  be 
worthy  of  the  dreams  and  sacrifices  that 
built  and  sustained  America  as  a  great 
Nation.  Back  in  1862,  in  spite  of  his  preoc¬ 
cupation  with  the  Civil  War,  our  President 
established  back  then  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture.  Abraham  Lincoln  revered 
the  American  farmer.  He  believed  deeply 
and  stated  eloquently  that  a  strong  Ameri¬ 
can  agriculture  was  the  key  to  preserving 
our  Nation’s  independence. 

A  century  and  a  quarter  later,  the  men 
and  women  of  Illinois  ag  are  worthy  heirs 
to  Lincoln’s  vision.  You  and  this  organiza¬ 
tion  form  a  vital  force  for  keeping  America 
strong  and  free.  And  I  am  looking  forward 
to  seeing  some  of  you,  many  of  you  maybe, 
next  month  at  the  American  Farm  Bureau 
national  convention  out  in  Kansas  City.  And 
I  am  delighted  to  be  with  you  today.  And  I 
am  proud  to  work  with  you  to  help  keep 
this  great  country  of  ours  growing  and 
thriving.  I  pledge  to  you  I  will  do  my  level 
best  to  lead  this  country  to  new  growth  and 
new  opportunity. 

May  God  bless  you  and  may  God  bless 
the  United  States  of  America.  Thank  you  all 
very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:45  p.m .  at 
the  Palmer  House  Hotel.  In  his  remarks ,  he 
referred  to  John  White ,  Jr.,  and  Enid 
Schlipf  president  and  former  vice  president 
of  the  Illinois  Farm  Bureau.  HR.  Res.  157 ' 
disaster  assistance  legislation  approved  De¬ 
cember  12,  was  assigned  Public  Law  No. 
102-229. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  in  the  Cabinet  Room 
December  11,  1991 


Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  who  is  in  charge  in  the 
Soviet  Union  at  this  point? 

The  President.  Well,  we’re  following  that 
situation  very  closely  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
And  of  course,  our  main  interest  is  in  demo¬ 
cratic  and  market  reform,  the  continuation 
°f that  Tlley  are  going  to  sort  these  matters 


out  themselves.  We  will  support  democrat 
and — reformers  wherever  they  are  there. 
And  that  means  at  all  levels,  incidentally. 

So,  we  are  watching  it  very  closely.  And 
as  these  dramatic  changes  take  place  or 
proposals  come  forward,  that’s  a  matter  for 
the  Republics  and  the  center  to  sort  out.  I 
think  the  answer  to  that  question,  you’ve 
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just  got  to  look  at  where  you’re  talking 
about.  So,  we’ll  let  that  evolve. 

I’ll  be  meeting  this  afternoon  with  the 
Secretary  and  our  Ambassador  and  be  talk¬ 
ing  about  Jim’s  upcoming  trip,  the  reasons 
that  are  clearly  of  vital  interest  to  us.  One, 
we  want  this  humanitarian  question,  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid,  to  go  forward  in  order  to 
promote  peaceful  reform.  That’s  a  ques¬ 
tion — besides  that,  we’ve  got  just  a  plain 
interest  in  seeing  that  people  are  fed.  Ed 
Madigan  and  I  were  talking  about  this  yes¬ 
terday  on  the  way  to  Chicago. 

And  then,  of  course,  we  have  a  keen  in¬ 
terest,  the  whole  world  does,  in  the  nuclear 
questions  there.  And  frankly,  assurances 
have  been  pretty  good  there.  I  see  no 
reason  to  alarm  the  American  people,  but 
it’s  something  that  we’re  following  extraor¬ 
dinarily  closely,  and  we  are  in  touch.  And  I 
feel  that  the  thing  to  do  now  is  just  to  go 
forward  with  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  and 
see  where  it  comes  out. 

But  we  can’t  make  any  predictions  on  the 
evolution  of  all  of  this.  That’s  their  business. 
Our  interests  are  as  I  stated  in  here:  De¬ 
mocracy,  market  reform,  humanitarian  as¬ 


sistance,  the  nuclear  question,  and  peace, 
peaceful  evolution  of  all  of  this. 

Capital  Gains  Tax  Cut 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  made  clear  yester¬ 
day  you’re  going  to  keep  fighting  for  a  cap¬ 
ital  gains  tax  cut - 

The  President  Yes.  I  will  keep  on  fight¬ 
ing — 

Q.  Are  you  going  to,  have  you  got  any 
other - 

The  President.  - for  that.  But  now 

we’ve  got  to  get  to  work  in  the  Cabinet,  so 
thank  you. 

Q.  But,  sir,  do  you  have  any  other  ideas 
to  jumps  tart  the  economy? 

The  President.  We’ll  be  talking  about  that, 
as  I  said  yesterday — at  the  time  I  said  yes¬ 
terday,  too.  So,  we’ll  just  keep  working  on 
it. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:35  a.m.  In 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Secretary  of 
State  James  A.  Baker  HI  and  Robert  S. 
Strauss,  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifi¬ 
cation  of  the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Luncheon  for  Senator  Frank  H. 

Murkowski 

December  11,  1991 


Frank,  thank  you,  and  good  luck.  Thank 
you  for  that  very  nice  welcome.  To  you  all 
assembled,  my  thanks  to  you.  And,  Nancy, 
Barbara  and  I  send  our  very  best  wishes, 
not  just  for  the  holiday  season  but  for 
what’s  over  the  horizon  for  you  and  that 
wonderful  family.  And  let  me  just  say  good 
morning,  early  morning  or  breakfast  time, 
to  our  supporters  joining  us  through  the 
magic  of  television,  all  Frank’s  friends  up 
there  in  Anchorage  with  Senator  Ted  Ste¬ 
vens,  our  great  leader  up  there  who  is 
doing  a  wonderful  job  side  by  side  with 
Frank;  in  Fairbanks,  Mr.  Richard  Wien,  who 
I  understand  is  connected  to  this,  and  so  I 
salute  you,  sir,  and  all  assembled,  and  thank 
you  for  your  work  on  this. 

And  good  afternoon,  of  course,  to  our 


friends  here  in  Washington.  I’m  told  that 
Ed  Derwinski  was  to  be  here.  I  saw  Senator 
Strom  Thurmond.  Kit  Bond  is  to  be  here, 
Senator  from  Missouri;  Larry  Craig,  another 
great  Senator.  And  of  course,  standing  at 
my  left  and  chairman  of  this  event,  the  in¬ 
defatigable  and  wonderful  Lod  Cook,  to 
whom  we  are  all  very,  very  grateful. 

I  had  a  chance  to  greet  some  of  you  all, 
and  I  know  that  many  of  you  have  traveled 
from  all  corners  of  America — New  York  and 
California  well  represented  and,  of  course, 
Alaska — just  to  be  here.  And  to  anyone  here 
that  I’ve  missed,  warm  greetings  to  you.  Let 
me  salute  the  marvelous  music  we  had  ear¬ 
lier  on,  and  I  just  wish  you  all  the  greatest 
for  Christmas. 

May  I  say  to  all  of  you  that  your  support 


1587 


Dec.  11  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


means  an  awful  lot.  It  means  a  great  deal  to 
Frank.  He’s  touched,  and  I’m  sure  you’ve 
been  touched,  too.  [Laughter]  But  it  is  very 
important  that  this  man  be  reelected.  And 
I’m  here  today  saluting  what  I  think  is  one 
of  our  essential,  key  members  of  the  team 
up  there  on  Capitol  Hill.  He  is  a  public 
servant — and  Lod  put  it  well — dedicated  to 
the  people  of  his  State.  He  never  forgot 
how  he  got  sent  here  to  Washington,  DC. 
And  he  is  a  leader  that  is  constantly  looking 
forward,  helping  us  try  to  find  ways  to  build 
a  better  America.  So,  the  people  of  Alaska 
are  fortunate,  and  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try  are  fortunate  to  have  Senator  Frank 
Murkowski  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and 
please  keep  him  there. 

We  need  him.  We  need  him  in  the 
Senate.  And  we  need  more  people  in  Con¬ 
gress  like  Frank,  men  and  women  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  growth  and  opportunity  for  all 
Americans,  elected  leaders  who  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  excellence  at  home  and  then  are 
fighting  for  this  competitiveness  abroad. 
And  I  need  more  Republicans  in  Congress, 
and  we  need  to  keep  the  good  ones  there 
that  we’ve  already  got. 

He  just  came  back,  as  he  mentioned  in 
his  opening  remarks,  from  Taiwan,  Korea, 
Japan,  where  he  did  reach  agreement  to 
end  this  driftnet  fishing.  Took  a  leadership 
role  there,  took  on  what  was  considered  an 
extraordinarily  tough  problem,  and  of  enor¬ 
mous  help  in  getting  it  resolved. 

As  vice  chairman  of  the  Senate  Intelli¬ 
gence  Committee  and  as  ranking  member 
of  the  East  Asian  and  Pacific  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Subcommittee,  he  understands,  he  un¬ 
derstands  far  better  than  most,  that  we  are 
a  Pacific  nation.  Alaska  is  a  Pacific  State. 
We  have  all  these  other  events  unfolding  all 
around  the  world,  in  Eastern  Europe,  in  the 
Middle  East,  in  South  America,  all  of  them 
positive,  I  might  add.  But  we  must  never 
forget  that  we  are  a  Pacific  power.  Our 
largest  trading  partners,  in  total,  are  in  the 
Pacific  area,  the  Pacific  Rim. 

Last  week — and  it  was  emotional — I  went 
out  to  Pearl  Harbor  to  commemorate  that 
“Day  of  Infamy”  in  1941.  And  sadly,  Pearl 
Harbor  was  a  tragedy  brought  about  by  the 
folly  of  isolationism.  Today’s  neoisolationism 
and  then  its  economic  accomplice,  protec¬ 
tionism,  are  just  as  dangerous  today  as  they 


were  some  50  years  ago. 

The  fact  is,  this  country  has  enjoyed  its 
most  lasting  growth  and  economic  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  security,  I  might  add,  when  we 
rejected  isolationism,  both  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic,  in  favor  of  engagement  and  leader¬ 
ship.  We  are,  then,  a  Pacific  nation.  Next 
month  in  Asia,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to 
this.  I’ll  discuss  with  some  of  our  Pacific 
friends  and  allies  their  responsibility  to 
share  with  us  the  challenges  and  burden  of 
leadership  in  the  post-cold-war  world. 

In  today’s  world,  American  lives  and 
American  jobs,  our  prosperity,  our  security, 
depend  on  our  ability  to  compete  and  to 
lead.  That’s  why  I  am  looking  forward  to 
this  trip,  and  we  are  determined  to  go 
there,  do  what  Frank  has  been  doing  as 
your  Alaskan  Senator:  To  help  open  up  new 
markets  for  American  products  and  create 
new  opportunities  for  American  workers. 
The  answer  isn’t  to  turn  inward,  it’s  to 
extend  our  opportunities  outward. 

We  feel  the  benefits  of  foreign  trade  here 
at  home,  particularly  in  Alaska  with  its  ex¬ 
ports  of  timber  and  fish  and  coal.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  acknowledge  that  last  year  alone, 
the  total  gross  exports  accounted  for  virtual¬ 
ly  all  of  the  economic  growth  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  So  with  a  sluggish  economy,  we  will 
continue  to  do  all  we  can  to  reach  out  and 
expand  our  overseas  markets. 

Speaking  of  our  economy,  certainly  we  all 
know  that  some  people  are  having  a  rough 
go  of  it,  a  tough  time.  I  see  that  message  in 
letters,  and  I  hear  it  in  conversations  in  the 
communities  I  visit.  While  Congress  is 
home  for  the  holidays,  they’ll  be  hearing 
that  same  message.  And  I  hope  they  listen 
closely.  Because  when  I  give  the  State  of 
the  Union  Address  before  Congress  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  I  will  ask  them  to  put  politics  aside  and 
come  together  and  take  some  very  impor¬ 
tant  steps  for  growth  and  opportunity. 
We’ve  sent  up  three  different  economic 
growth  packages  in  the  last  3  years,  but  I 
intend  now  to  propose  a  new  economic 
growth  package  to  get  this  economy 
moving.  I  believe  Congress  will  act.  I  know 
leaders  like  Frank  Murkowski  will  be  at  my 
side  on  this,  but  I  believe  Congress  will  act. 

I  think  the  American  people  want  us  to  get 
the  job  done.  They  don’t  care  who  gets 
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credit.  They’re  tired  of  the  bickering.  Let’s 
get  on  with  it. 

Among  the  most  important  elements  of 
what  we’ve  tried  to  get  acted  upon  these 
last  3  years  is  our  plan  to  boost  American 
competitiveness  through  initiatives  like  our 
America  2000  initiative  for  excellence  in 
education,  it’s  a  wonderful  program  to  revo¬ 
lutionize  our  schools;  our  job-creating  trans¬ 
portation  strategy  to  efficiently  move  goods 
and  services  between  markets,  and  I’m 
looking  forward  to  signing  that  bill;  our  civil 
justice  reform  plan  to  keep  employers  in 
the  factories  and  out  of  the  courtrooms;  and 
our  national  energy  strategy  to  cut  our  de¬ 
pendence  on  foreign  oil. 

Let  me  say  a  word  about  this,  about  our 
energy  strategy,  and  say  this:  that  Frank  is 
committed — and  let  me  just  assure  you  I 
remain  committed — to  environmentally  re¬ 
sponsible  access  to  ANWR.  It  is  absolutely 
essential. 

You  know,  the  critics  said  years  ago  when 
the  debate  was  on  on  the  pipeline  up  there, 
the  Alaska  pipeline,  that  caribou  would  be 
extinct  because  of  this.  Well,  there’s  so 
many  caribou  they’re  rubbing  up  against 
the  pipeline.  They’re  breeding  like  mad. 
They’re  having  a  great  time.  And  it  is  a 
sound  environment  up  there.  So  don’t  listen 
to  the  arguments  from  the  same  people 


that  gave  us  the  same  arguments  before 
and  were  proved  wrong.  Listen  to  the 
President  who  says  we,  our  national  securi¬ 
ty,  our  own  national  interest  depends  upon 
our  having  an  energy  program  that  makes 
us  less  dependent  on  foreign  oil.  And  I’m 
never  going  to  change  my  view  on  that.  If 
caribou  could  vote,  Murkowski  would  be  in 
by  a  landslide.  [Laughter] 

Let  me  just  close  this  way:  I  am  deter¬ 
mined  to  get  this  economy  moving  again. 
We’ve  got  to  make  the  American  dream 
come  alive  for  all  Americans.  And  we’ve  got 
to  keep  this  good  American,  this  fine  serv¬ 
ant  of  Alaska  and  our  country,  in  the  United 
States  Senate.  And  with  your  help,  I  am 
absolutely  confident  that  that  will  be  done. 

Frank,  keep  up  the  good  work.  Take  a 
little  time  off  for  Christmas  and  possibly 
New  Year.  And  to  all  in  Alaska  who  are 
plugged  in,  my  greetings  to  you,  and  may 
you  have  a  wonderful  holiday  season.  And 
God  bless  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:32  p.m .  at 
the  Willard  Hotel.  His  remarks  were  broad¬ 
cast  via  satellite  to  fundraising  breakfasts 
in  Anchorage  and  Fairbanks,  AK.  In  his 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Richard  Wien , 
chairman  of  the  Fairbanks  breakfast. 


Teleconference  Remarks  on  the  Kick-Off  of  the  Montana  2000  and 
Billings  2000  Education  Initiatives 
December  11,  1991 


The  President  Well,  I’m  just  delighted  to 
be  with  you  in  this  marvelous  way.  And  I 
really  wanted  to  call  up,  though,  to  just 
offer  my  strongest  congratulations  to  you 
and  then  to  that  marvelous  team  that  I  un¬ 
derstand  you’ve  assembled  there. 

You  know,  this  Montana  2000-Billings 
2000  really  are  right  in  keeping  with  this 
new  spirit  of  revolutionizing  our  schools. 
And  they’re  going  to  make  terrific  contribu¬ 
tions  to  what  I  think  is  clearly  now  a  nation¬ 
al  momentum  on  education  reform. 

So  I  really  want  to  ask  you,  how’s  it 
going? 


Governor  Stephens.  It’s  going  very  well, 
Mr.  President.  And,  of  course,  we’re  de¬ 
lighted  to  have  your  distinguished  Secretary 
of  Education,  Lamar  Alexander,  with  us. 
He’ll  be  speaking  right  after  this  phone  call. 
And  we  have  a  great  group  of  Montanans 
who  extend  to  you  and  Mrs.  Bush  the  com¬ 
pliments  of  the  season. 

The  President.  Well,  that’s  terrific.  And  I 
was  told  on  my  briefing  paper,  and  you  can 
confirm  whether  it’s  true,  that  not  only  is 
your  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
there,  Nancy  Kennan,  but  also  the  Billings 
school  superintendent,  which  is  good.  If 
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that’s  true,  and  I  expect  you  have  others,  it 
symbolizes  what  we’re  trying  to  do  to  get 
the  communities  involved  and  the  local 
levels  involved.  So,  are  they  all  there  now? 
Who  else  you  got? 

Governor  Stephens.  They  are  all  here,  Mr. 
President,  and  they  send  you  greetings.  We 
also  have  the  publisher  of  the  Billings  Ga¬ 
zette  and  the  president  of  the  Chamber, 
Mr.  Wayne  Schile.  And  we’ve  just  heard 
some  very  complimentary  remarks  by  Sena¬ 
tor  Conrad  Burns,  who  is  a  strong  right 
hand  of  yours,  and  a  lady  named  Karen 
Morrison,  who  is  one  of  our  outstanding 
teachers.  So  we’ve  got  an  all-star  cast  on  the 
stage. 

The  President.  Well,  I’m  glad  they’re 
there.  Conrad  was  here  with  me  in  the 
White  House  last  night.  I  imagine  he  made 
a  quick  exit  to  get  that  far  out  there.  But 
look,  also  be  sure  to  give  my  best  to  Lamar. 
And  do  me  a  favor:  Give  him  a  little  home¬ 
work,  and  tell  him  that  I  am  so  anxious  to 
get  a  report  on  Montana  2000  as  we  go 
along  here.  I  want  to  try  as  best  I  can  per¬ 
sonally  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  in 
these  States.  He’s  filling  me  in  on  a  lot  of 
them.  And  I  agree  with  you  as  to  the  job 
he’s  doing  for  us.  But  tell  Lamar  to  be  sure 
to  keep  me  informed  on  how  all  that’s 
going. 

Governor  Stephens.  I  certainly  will,  Mr. 
President.  And  I  know  he’s  enjoying  his  stay 
here  in  Montana,  and  we’re  waiting  for  his 
remarks  following  your  phone  call.  And  we 
deeply  appreciate,  Mr.  President,  you 
would  take  time  from  your  schedule  to  call 
Montana  and  visit  with  us  about  this  impor¬ 
tant  subject. 

The  President.  Well,  listen,  it’s  good.  And 
my  respects  to  the  Senator;  my  respects  to 
our  great  Secretary.  And  I  know  that  this  is 
the  right  program  for  our  country.  And  so 
far,  I’ll  say  this,  with  Nancy  Kennan  there 


especially  and  others,  we’ve  kept  this  out  of 
the  shrill  arena  of  partisan  politics.  It  is  too 
important  to  our  country,  too  important  to 
our  States.  And  I  just  commend  Lamar  for 
the  way  he’s  brought  in  people  and  inter¬ 
ests  from  all  over  the  spectrum.  I  mean, 
everyone  should  feel  included  in  this  ap¬ 
proach,  and  I’m  sure  it’s  going  to  work  that 
way  in  your  great  State  too. 

Governor  Stephens.  Indeed  it  is,  Mr. 
President.  And  thank  you  again  for  the 
courtesy  of  your  call. 

The  President.  May  I  wish  all  your  folks 
there  a  merry  Christmas.  We’re  beginning, 
just  beginning  to  get  into  the  Christmas 
spirit. 

Governor  Stephens.  All  right.  And  we 
have  a  message  for  you  from  Montana,  and 
here  it  is,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  All  right. 

[At  this  point ,  the  group  wished  the  Presi¬ 
dent  a  Merry  Christmas.] 

The  President.  Hey,  listen,  I  beat  you  to 
the  draw,  though.  [Laughter]  That’s  good. 
Have  a  good  one,  Stan.  How’s  the  tree 
doing  out  there? 

Governor  Stephens.  It’s  doing  just  great. 
It  looks  marvelous. 

The  President.  I’ll  see  you.  Well,  invite 
me  back  out. 

Governor  Stephens.  We  shall.  Thank  you, 
Mr.  President.  Thanks  for  your  call. 

The  President.  Good  talking  to  you.  Merry 
Christmas. 

Governor  Stephens.  Merry  Christmas. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:30  p.m.  from 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  to  par¬ 
ticipants  meeting  at  Arrowhead  Elementary 
School  in  Billings,  MT.  Dr.  Peter  Carparelli 
was  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  Bil¬ 
lings  public  school  system ,  and  Karen  J. 
Morrison  was  a  teacher  at  Garfield  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  in  Billings. 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  Christmas 
December  11,  1991 


At  Christmas,  we  celebrate  the  promise 
of  salvation  that  God  gave  to  mankind 
almost  2,000  years  ago.  The  birth  of  Christ 
changed  the  course  of  history,  and  His  life 
changed  the  soul  of  man.  Christ  taught  that 
giving  is  the  greatest  of  all  aspirations  and 
that  the  redemptive  power  of  love  and  sac¬ 
rifice  is  stronger  than  any  force  of  arms.  It 
is  testimony  to  the  wisdom  and  the  truth  of 
these  teachings  that  they  have  not  only  en¬ 
dured  but  also  flourished  over  two  millen¬ 
nia. 

Blessed  with  an  unparalleled  degree  of 
freedom  and  security,  generations  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  have  been  able  to  celebrate  Christmas 
with  open  joy.  Tragically,  that  has  not 
always  been  the  case  in  other  nations,  but 
we  look  to  the  future  with  optimism,  and 
we  celebrate  the  holidays  with  special  glad¬ 
ness  as  courageous  peoples  around  the 
world  continue  to  claim  the  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  to  which  all  people  are  heirs. 
The  triumph  of  democratic  ideals  and  the 
lessening  of  global  tensions  give  us  added 


reason  for  celebration  this  Christmas  season, 
and  as  the  world  community  draws  closer 
together,  the  wisdom  of  Christ’s  counsel  to 
“love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself’  grows  clear¬ 
er. 

By  His  words  and  by  His  example,  Christ 
has  called  us  to  share  our  many  blessings 
with  others.  As  individuals  and  as  a  Nation, 
in  our  homes  and  in  our  communities,  there 
are  countless  ways  that  we  can  extend  to 
others  the  same  love  and  mercy  that  God 
showed  humankind  when  He  gave  us  His 
only  Son.  During  this  holy  season  and 
throughout  the  year,  let  us  look  to  the  self¬ 
less  spirit  of  giving  that  Jesus  embodied  as 
inspiration  in  our  own  lives — giving  thanks 
for  what  God  has  done  for  us  and  abiding 
by  Christ’s  teaching  to  do  for  others  as  we 
would  do  for  ourselves. 

Barbara  joins  me  in  wishing  all  of  our 
fellow  Americans  a  Merry  Christmas.  God 
bless  you. 

George  Bush 


Statement  on  the  European  Community  Summit 
December  11,  1991 


We  welcome  the  historic  steps  toward 
economic  and  political  union  agreed  to  by 
the  leaders  of  the  European  Community  in 
The  Netherlands.  Four  and  a  half  decades 
after  the  destruction  of  World  War  II,  West¬ 
ern  Europe  stands  prosperous  and  free:  a 
model  of  what  cooperation,  democracy,  and 
the  free  market  can  yield  and  a  beacon  to 
those  in  the  East  struggling  to  secure  their 
liberty  and  well-being. 

The  results  of  the  EC  summit  in  Maas¬ 
tricht  represent  a  milestone  which  we  cele¬ 
brate  along  with  our  European  partners. 
The  United  States  has  long  supported  Euro¬ 
pean  unity  because  of  our  strong  conviction 
that  it  was  good  for  Europe,  good  for  the 
Atlantic  partnership,  and  good  for  the 
world.  I  have  made  clear  from  the  outset  of 


this  administration  my  view  that  a  strong, 
united  Europe  is  very  much  in  America’s 
interest.  A  more  united  Europe  offers  the 
United  States  a  more  effective  partner,  pre¬ 
pared  for  larger  responsibilities. 

Europe’s  steps  toward  unity  will  strength¬ 
en  our  renewed  Atlantic  alliance.  NATO’s 
endorsement  at  the  Home  summit  of  a  “Eu¬ 
ropean  pillar”  underscores  the  additional 
responsibility  which  the  European  allies  are 
assuming  in  the  protection  of  shared  vital 
interests  and  values.  At  Maastricht,  the  EC 
requested  the  Western  European  Union, 
whose  members  are  in  both  NATO  and  the 
EC,  to  serve  as  the  vehicle  for  increased 
European  responsibility  on  defense  matters. 
We  are  pleased  that  our  allies  in  the  West¬ 
ern  European  Union  in  turn  decided  to 
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strengthen  that  institution  as  both  NATO’s 
European  pillar  and  the  defense  component 
of  the  European  Union.  NATO  will  remain 
the  essential  forum  for  consultation  among 
its  members  and  the  venue  for  agreement 
on  policies  bearing  on  the  security  and  de¬ 
fense  commitments  of  the  allies  under  the 
Washington  Treaty. 

A  strengthened  EC  has  a  vital  role  to  play 
in  assuring  a  stable  and  prosperous  Europe 
and  a  humane  world  order.  Already  today, 
the  European  Community  and  its  member 
states  are  taking  a  major  role,  working  with 
us,  to  help  the  citizens  of  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe  transform  their  societies.  Our 
Atlantic  partnership  is  equally  essential  in 
supporting  the  movement  toward  freedom 
and  democracy  in  what  we  have  known  as 
the  Soviet  Union.  But  our  cooperation  with 
the  new  Europe  goes  farther.  The  Europe¬ 
an  Community  stands  with  us  as  a  partner 
in  the  search  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East, 
and  against  difficult  odds,  it  continues  to 
labor  with  our  support  for  a  peaceful  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  war  in  Yugoslavia. 

The  evolving  monetary  unity  and  single 


market  of  the  EC  promises  new  economic 
vitality  for  Europe.  With  this  comes  new 
investment  possibilities  and  markets  for 
American  business  as  well  as  new  competi¬ 
tion.  We  welcome  these  developments,  but 
we  also  expect  that  the  new  Europe  will 
assume  new  responsibilities  for  maintaining 
and  strengthening  the  world  economic 
system.  This  means  working  with  us  to 
bridge  our  bilateral  differences,  to  expand 
an  open  global  trading  system  by  successful¬ 
ly  concluding  the  Uruguay  round,  and  to 
avoid  the  dangers  of  protectionism. 

America  can  take  pride  in  its  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Europe’s  success.  The  U.S.  engage¬ 
ment  on  that  continent  has  yielded  many 
benefits  for  the  Europeans  and  for  us. 
Those  benefits  remind  us  that  our  interests 
do  not  stop  at  our  shores.  We  are  intimately 
connected  to  what  happens  in  Europe  and 
beyond.  Now,  we  are  getting  an  even 
stronger  European  partner.  I  therefore 
speak  for  all  of  America  when  I  send  best 
wishes  to  the  members  of  the  European 
Community  for  their  new  steps  toward  inte¬ 
gration. 


Memorandum  on  the  Implementation  of  Transportation  Legislation 
December  11,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of 
Transportation 

I  have  just  received,  and  will  soon  sign, 
H.R.  2950,  the  Intermodal  Surface  Trans¬ 
portation  Efficiency  Act.  I  direct  you  to  mo¬ 
bilize  immediately  the  Department  to  expe¬ 
dite  release  of  highway,  highway  safety,  and 
mass  transit  funds.  Further,  you  should 
assist  State  and  local  transportation  officials 
in  the  expeditious  implementation  of  this 


Act.  Timely  action  is  essential  to  provide 
construction  industry  jobs  and  to  stimulate 
our  overall  economy  as  well  as  to  begin 
renewing  our  investment  in  the  soundness 
and  safety  of  the  Nation’s  surface  transpor¬ 
tation  system. 

George  Bush 

Note:  H.R.  2950 ;  approved  December  18, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-240. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With  Prime  Minister 
Constantinos  Mitsotakis  of  Greece 
December  12,  1991 


The  President  We’ve  got  a  few  things, 
odds  and  ends  to  talk  about.  But  Greek- 
U.S.,  as  far  as  we’re  concerned,  is  strong  as 
they  can  be,  Greek-U.S.  relations,  and  we’re 
very  pleased  about  that. 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  am  also  very 
pleased.  And  we  made  progress. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  Gorba¬ 
chev — 

The  President.  I  have  nothing  really  to 
add  to  the  discussion  on  that  right  now. 
We’re  following  it  very  carefully,  as  you 
know,  and  in  touch.  So  we’ll  just  leave  it 
right  there. 

Cyprus 

Q.  Are  you  hopeful  that  the  Cyprus  talks 
will  start  early  next  year? 

The  President.  Well,  we  want  to  talk 
about  that.  That’s  one  of  the  issues  where  I 
have  great  respect  for  Prime  Minister  Mit¬ 
sotakis’  judgment.  We’ve  gone  into  it  at 
length  on  several  occasions.  And  I  would 
just  want  to  assure  him  that  if  the  U.S.  can 
help  move  things  forward,  we  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  try.  We  thought  we’d  moved  a 
little  bit  before  the  process  had  moved.  And 
now  we  want  to,  out  of  this  visit,  see  what 
he  has  to  suggest.  And  maybe  we  can  be 
more  helpful.  I’d  like  to  think  so.  I  think  he 
knows  we’ve  tried. 

And,  of  course,  the  Secretary-General  will 
be  down  here  this  afternoon,  so  we  can  talk 
with  him  about  it.  So,  this  subject  will  be 
very  much  on  our  minds. 

The  Prime  Minister.  We  will  discuss  this 
subject.  It’s  a  very  important  subject — 
matter — for  us. 

Q.  Are  you  optimistic  that  talks  will  come 
soon,  though? 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  am  always  optimis¬ 
tic. 

The  President.  That’s  why  he’s  such  a 
good  Prime  Minister.  He’s  always  looking 
ahead. 


Jay  Leno 

Q.  How  did  you  like  Jay  Leno,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent? 

The  President.  He  was  all  right.  He  was 
great. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  good  jokes? 

The  President.  He  had  a  couple  about  me, 
but  I  can’t  tell  you  what  they  were.  No,  he’s 
funny  and  very  good.  I  wished  him  well, 
and  I  had  a  chance  to  show  him  the  decora¬ 
tions  and  see  Barbara.  You  talked  to  him. 
Thanks  a  lot. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  ease  up,  Mr.  Vice 
President?  [Laughter] 

The  Vice  President.  I  told  him  to  ease  up, 
you’re  right.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  He  hasn’t  been  on  your 
case. 

All  right,  gang,  this  has  been  a  great 
pleasure,  but  we’ve  got  a  lot  of  business  to 
do  here. 

[At  this  point,  another  group  of  journalists 
entered  the  room.] 

May  I  just  say  how  pleased  we  are  to 
have  the  Prime  Minister  here.  I  will  just 
repeat  here  what  I  said  to  the  earlier  wave 
of  journalists,  and  that  is  that  from  our 
standpoint,  the  U.S.  standpoint,  U.S.-Greece 
relations  are  on  strong  footing.  They  are  in 
good  shape.  And  we  are  working  very  close¬ 
ly  with  this  Government,  and  will  continue 
to,  to  try  to  help  solve  the  outside  problems 
as  well  as  the  few  remaining,  I  would  say, 
rather  small  items  that  exists  between 
Greece  and  the  United  States. 

So,  on  the  U.S.  side,  we  are  just  pleased  to 
welcome  the  Prime  Minister  here  and  look 
forward  to  having  a  wide  array  of  talks  on 
problems  in  the  area.  Cyprus,  obviously, 
will  come  up.  I’m  most  anxious  to  get  his 
views  on  the  Balkans,  and  a  lot  of  other 
subjects  to  discuss.  But  the  main  point  is 
he’s  welcome.  And  it  gives  me  a  chance  in 
a  small  way  to  say  thank  you  to  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  people  of  Greece  for  a  trip 
that  Barbara  and  I  will  never  forget.  It  was 
wonderful. 
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The  Prime  Minister.  It  was  a  pleasure  for 
us. 

The  Balkans 

Q. - in  the  Balkans? 

The  President  Well,  we  want  to  talk 
about  that.  I’m  anxious  to  hear  from  the 
Prime  Minister  on  his  priorities;  where  he 
thinks  we  could  help;  the  role  of  the  EC; 
and,  of  course,  the  role  you  asked  about. 
But  Fd  like  to  hear  it  from  him  rather  than 
give  my  views.  After  that  Fll  be  glad  to  give 
them. 

Listen,  weVe  got  to  go  to  work,  guys. 
Last  one. 

Q.  How  would  you  describe  your  role 
with  the  Prime  Minister? 

The  President.  Close,  strong,  personal, 
and  respectful.  WeVe  got  it  all.  And  that’s 
not  diplomatic  language,  that’s  right  from 
here.  We’ve  got  all  this  diplomacy,  you 
know.  We  can  say  “cordial  and  friendly.” 


He’s  a  friend. 

Cyprus 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  show  the  same 
determination  on  the  Cyprus  issue  as  you 
have  shown  in  the  Middle  East? 

The  President.  We’re  going  to  try.  We’re 
going  to  try.  I  want  to  do  what’s  helpful. 
We  tried  when  we  came  back  from  Greece 
and  Turkey,  and  we  still  support  the  Secre¬ 
tary-General’s  initiative.  He’ll  be  here 
today,  incidentally.  But  the  United  States 
can’t  dictate.  We  can  try  to  help,  and  that’s 
what  I  want  to  hear  about. 

Now,  you  guys  are  out  of  here  because 
we’ve  got  to  get  to  work.  We’ve  got  a  lot  to 
do  here.  Thanks  a  lot. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  1 1:02  a.m .  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  this  exchange. 


Remarks  Following  Discussions  With  Prime  Minister  Constantinos 
Mitsotakis  of  Greece 
December  12,  1991 


The  President.  Mr.  Prime  Minister  and 
distinguished  members  of  the  Greek  Gov¬ 
ernment,  5  months  ago  I  visited  Athens,  the 
first  visit  by  an  American  President  to 
Greece  in  more  than  a  generation.  Today, 
in  welcoming  Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  to 
the  White  House,  our  two  countries  reaf¬ 
firm  the  value  of  close  contact  to  address 
common  concern. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  in  the  past  3  years 
we’ve  witnessed  a  world  transformed,  and 
your  continent  has  been  right  at  the  center 
of  change.  America  sees  Greece  as  a  part- 
ner  in  meeting  many  of  the  challenges  that 
cross  borders  and  threaten  the  peace:  ter¬ 
rorism,  international  drug  trade,  ethnic  con¬ 
flict^ 

In  the  Balkans,  in  the  new  Europe,  in 
Cyprus,  Greece  remains  a  factor  for  stabili¬ 
ty,  a  champion  of  human  rights,  a  partner 
in  the  quest  to  forge  a  new  world  order: 
peaceful,  prosperous,  and  free. 

The  U.S.  continues  to  be  as  concerned  as 


we  have  been  in  the  past  with  Greece’s 
security  and  the  sanctity  of  its  borders.  We 
continue  to  help  Greece  strengthen  its  de¬ 
fenses.  And  we  support  the  progress  your 
nation  has  made  toward  economic  reform, 
liberalizing  trade  and  investment.  Opening 
Greek  markets  to  investment  from  the 
United  States  and  other  nations  will  mean 
jobs  and  better  living  standards  for  Greeks 
and  Americans  alike. 

Our  meetings  today  also  focused  on  chal¬ 
lenges  that  stand  as  obstacles  to  lasting 
peace  in  your  corner  of  the  world:  The 
longstanding  conflict  in  Cyprus,  and  Yugo¬ 
slavia’s  fratricidal  civil  war. 

Let  me  start  with  Yugoslavia.  Who  can 
fail  to  be  moved  by  these  heartrending 
images,  carnage  and  suffering  on  a  scale 
that  recalls  the  horrors  of  the  Second  World 
War  rather  than  the  hopes  of  the  new  era 
we’ve  now  entered.  The  U.S.  supports  the 
European  Community’s  efforts,  the  EC’s  ef¬ 
forts,  including  economic  sanctions,  to  stop 
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the  fighting. 

We  remain  convinced  that  a  negotiated 
settlement,  helped  along  by  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  and  the  interested  international  com¬ 
munity,  is  possible,  necessary,  and  certainly 
long  overdue. 

In  the  case  of  Cyprus,  I  again  offer  the 
good  offices  of  the  United  States  to  over¬ 
come  a  source  of  bitter  conflict  between 
two  of  our  valued  allies.  We  continue  to 
hope  for  an  international  high-level  meet¬ 
ing  on  Cyprus  as  early  as  possible  in  1992. 
With  good-faith  negotiations  and  the  contin¬ 
ued  efforts  of  the  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General,  we  can  make  progress  in  produc¬ 
ing  a  settlement  acceptable  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  let  me  just  close  by 
simply  saying  that  Greece  holds  great 
meaning  for  Americans,  not  only  the  mil¬ 
lions  who  trace  their  own  ancestry  to  your 
country  but,  as  relative  newcomers  now  in 
our  third  century  of  democracy,  as  a  people 
who  revere  Greece  as  the  birthplace  of  de¬ 
mocracy  more  than  two  millennia  ago. 

It’s  been  a  very  special  pleasure  having 
this  opportunity  to  meet  with  you  again,  to 
have  you  and  your  able  team  here  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC,  today,  and  to  wish  Greece  on 
behalf  of  all  Americans  every  blessings  for 
the  new  year. 

All  yours. 

The  Prime  Minister.  I  would  like  first  to 
express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  President 
Bush  for  inviting  me  to  Washington  and 
receiving  me  at  the  White  House  so 
warmly.  At  this  moment  in  history  when 
democracy’s  flourishing  throughout  the 
world,  it  is  a  great  honor  for  me  as  Prime 
Minister  of  Greece,  where  democracy  was 
born  2,500  years  ago,  to  come  for  an  official 
visit  to  the  United  States,  the  champion  of 
democracy  in  our  times. 

The  love  of  freedom  and  faith  in  democ¬ 
racy  are  two  of  the  important  ties  that  form 
a  unique  bond  between  Greece  and  the 
United  States.  And  I  welcome  the  opportu¬ 
nity  this  visit  has  given  me  to  reinforce  our 
special  relationship  in  this  season  of  hope 
and  renewal. 

I  am  especially  pleased  that  this  visit  al¬ 


lowed  me  to  continue  my  private  talks  with 
President  Bush  and  with  our  delegations  to 
expand  on  the  substantial  and  fruitful  dis¬ 
cussions  we  had  in  Greece  last  summer. 

As  might  be  expected,  we  exchanged 
views  on  world  developments  and  focused 
closely  on  what  is  happening  in  our  region, 
the  Balkans,  where,  as  you  know,  Greece  is 
playing  an  essential  role  in  promoting  peace 
and  stability. 

We  had  a  lengthy  discussion  on  the 
Cyprus  question,  and  I  thanked  President 
Bush  for  his  personal  commitment  to  help 
bring  about  a  fair  settlement  that  will  end 
the  long  agony  of  the  Cypriot  people. 

I  am  certain  that  with  the  strong  support 
of  the  President,  the  new  Secretary-General 
of  the  United  Nations,  building  on  the 
achievements  of  his  worthy  predecessor, 
will  be  able  to  lead  the  efforts  of  all  of  us  to 
a  speedy  and  successful  conclusion  on 
Cyprus. 

I  want  to  stress  that  our  talks  marked  one 
more  milestone  in  the  improving  relations 
between  our  two  countries,  which,  as  you 
know,  have  made  spectacular  progress  in 
the  past  2  years. 

The  ties  between  Greece  and  the  United 
States  are  strong  and  special.  We  fought  in 
two  World  Wars  together  and  waged  a  joint 
struggle  to  stop  the  spread  of  totalitarian¬ 
ism.  But  what  makes  it  such  a  profound 
pleasure  for  all  Greeks  who  come  to  the 
United  States  is  that  we  recognize  the  high¬ 
est  ideals  of  this  Nation  as  native  to  our 
own.  I  am  very  confident  that  the  special 
relationship  between  Greece  and  the 
United  States,  which  reflects  the  common 
values  of  our  two  peoples  and  the  strong 
friendship  they  have  fostered,  will  grow 
even  stronger  in  the  years  ahead. 

Let  me  conclude  by  wishing  everyone  in 
the  United  States  a  very  happy  holiday 
season. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:19  p.m.  on 
the  South  Lawn  of  the  White  House.  The 
Prime  Minister  spoke  in  Greek,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  were  translated  by  an  interpreter. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Assistance  to  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  Republics 
December  12,  1991 


We  are  witnessing  dramatic  and  historic 
events  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Repub¬ 
lics.  The  collapse  of  communism  there  is  of 
global  importance  and  gives  the  Republics 
the  opportunity  to  move  rapidly  toward  de¬ 
mocracy  and  market  economies.  These  de¬ 
velopments  pave  the  way  for  the  integra¬ 
tion  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Republics 
into  the  community  of  democratic  nations 
and  the  strengthening  of  a  more  peaceful 
and  stable  international  order. 

The  world  has  a  vital  interest  in  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  transition.  The  United  States  is 
especially  well-positioned  because  of  its  her¬ 
itage  and  traditions  to  make  a  substantial 
contribution  by  building  on  its  existing 
technical  cooperation  efforts  as  well  as  med¬ 
ical  and  food  assistance  programs.  The 
United  States  strongly  supports  reform  at  all 
levels  of  government  and  will  focus  its  as¬ 
sistance  efforts  on  those  who  stand  for  fun¬ 
damental  political  and  economic  reform,  in¬ 
cluding  the  establishment  of  democratic  sys¬ 
tems  based  on  principles  of  the  rule  of  law 
and  individual  freedoms,  respect  for  inter¬ 
nationally  recognized  human  rights,  eco¬ 
nomic  reform  based  on  market  principles, 
respect  for  international  law  and  obliga¬ 
tions,  and  adherence  to  responsible  security 
policies. 

To  be  effective,  programs  of  all  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  must  be  carefully  coordi¬ 
nated  internally,  and  with  the  programs  of 
other  countries  and  international  institu¬ 


tions.  It  is  also  critically  important  to  ensure 
that  the  energy  and  resources  of  individual 
Americans,  private  voluntary  organizations, 
and  businesses  be  fully  integrated  into  our 
efforts  wherever  possible. 

Accordingly,  the  President  has  appointed 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State  Lawrence  S.  Eag- 
leburger  to  be  the  Coordinator  of  United 
States  assistance  to  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  Republics.  In  that  position,  Secretary 
Eagleburger  will  be  responsible  for  oversee¬ 
ing  and  coordinating  all  assistance  programs 
and  activities  which  pertain  to  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  Republics. 

The  President  has  also  named  Michael  J. 
Boskin,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Advisers,  Donald  Atwood,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  Defense,  John  E.  Robson, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Ann  M. 
Veneman,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
and  Ronald  W.  Roskens,  Administrator  of 
the  Agency  for  International  Development, 
as  Deputy  Coordinators. 

The  United  States  will  focus  its  assistance 
to  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Republics  on 
several  priority  areas:  food  distribution  and 
marketing,  energy  and  environment,  finan¬ 
cial  and  economic  institution  building, 
democratic  institution  building,  and  defense 
conversion.  U.S.  assistance  also  will  be 
aimed  at  promoting  increased  trade  and  in¬ 
vestment  through  programs  designed  to  en¬ 
courage  the  involvement  of  U.S.  businesses 
in  the  emerging  private  sector  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  Republics. 


Teleconference  Remarks  on  the  Kick-Off  of  the  Arizona  2000 


Education  Initiative 
December  12 ,  1991 

The  President  Governor,  how  are  you 
Fife? 

Governor  Symington.  Fine,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  how  are  you? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  how 


our  communication  is  working,  but  I 
wanted  to  just  check  in  and  call  with  con¬ 
gratulations  to  you  and  to  that  great  team 
that  Lamar  tells  me  you’ve  put  together. 
And  I  understand  some  of  them  are  there. 
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Governor  Symington.  Yes,  we  have  every¬ 
body  assembled  at  the  Trevor  Browne  High 
School.  And  we’ve  got  1,200  people  in  the 
audience. 

The  President.  Well,  that  is  terrific.  And  I 
know  that  Jim  Kolbe’s  there,  and  Jon  Kyi;  at 
least  they  were  scheduled  to  be. 

Governor  Symington.  They’re  here. 

The  President  Well,  let  me  salute  them, 
and  also  Diane  Bishop,  your  State  superin¬ 
tendent.  And  I  say  this  because  I  want  to 
emphasize  something  that  Fm  sure  you 
know,  and  that  is  that  we  don’t  view  this 
marvelous  program  that  you  all  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  as  a  partisan  effort  at  all.  I  mean, 
this  is  national.  It  flies  over  politics.  And  I 
think  it’s  catching  on  around  the  country. 
And  I  wanted  to  just  congratulate  you  on 
getting  it  kicked  off  here. 

And  I  didn’t  know  you  had  1,200  people. 
I  heard  there  was  800  Bruins  sitting  out 
there  in  the  auditorium.  They  said  900.  It 
sounds  like  you’ve  got  a  bunch  there. 

But  that’s  just  great.  And  I  hope*  that  they 
all  realize  that  Arizona  is  involved  in  some¬ 
thing  fundamental,  something  revolution¬ 
ary,  and  something  wonderful  for  our  coun¬ 
try. 

But  tell  me,  how’s  the  day  been  going? 

Governor  Symington.  It’s  going  extremely 
well.  But  we’re  obviously  thrilled  to  have 
your  call.  And  we  just  want  to  thank  you  for 
your  tremendous  leadership  on  the  educa¬ 
tion  front,  Mr.  President.  And  we’re  happy 
to  be  an  America  2000  State*. 

The  President.  Well,  1  know  it’ll  go  well. 
And  I  think  the*  point  here  is  that  you’re* 
showing  that  e*ducation  reform  can  happen 
right  there  at  the  local  level,  on  a  school-by- 
school  or  community-by-community  basis. 
And  the  Federal  Government  obviously 
wants  to  do  its  part.  Educational  spending  is 
higher  than  it’s  ever  been.  But  this  isn’t  a 
question  of  simply  money;  it’s  a  question  of 
ideas  and  revolutionizing  our  approach,  the 
Nation’s  approach  to  education. 

So,  good  luck  on  it.  And  I  think  it  is  a  way 
that  the  whole  community  can  pull  togeth¬ 
er  to  help  all  the  students  learn.  And  I’m 
impressed  with  what  you’re  doing,  So,  give 
Lamar  a  homework  assignment  if  you  will 
The  poor  guy’s  killing  himself  going  all 
around  the  country  and  doing  a  superb  job. 
But  tell  him  when  he  gets  back — is  he  sit¬ 


ting  right  there? 

Governor  Symington.  He’s  right  here. 

The  President.  Oh,  well,  let  me  ask  him 
then.  Lamar,  when  you  get  back,  give  me  a 
report  on  how  this  thing  shapes  up,  how 
Arizona  2000  is  doing,  how  it  fits  into  our 
national  program.  And  come  on  over  to  the 
White  House,  and  we’ll  get  an  update  on 
this  big  trip  of  yours. 

Governor  Symington.  He’s  coming  right 
to  the  phone,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Okay. 

Secretary  Alexander.  Yes,  sir.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  How’s  it  looking  out  there? 

Secretary  Alexander.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
President.  I’ll  see  you  next  week. 

The  President.  Well,  I  look  forward  to  it. 
And  may  I  say  to  everyone  there — Diane 
Bishop;  Lela  Alston,  who  is,  I  understand, 
the  chairman  of  the  senate  education  com¬ 
mittee  from  the  State  Senate;  Bev  Herman 
was  supposed  to  be  there,  who  is  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  house  education  committee  in 
the  Arizona  State  House:  I’m  just  delighted 
that  you  all  are  participating  in  this.  And  I 
wish  you  all  the  best. 

Is  Peter  Rios  out  there,  the  president  of 
the  house? 

Governor  Symington.  Yes,  Mr.  President, 
I  was  about  to  mention  him.  He’s  here  as 
well. 

The  President.  Well,  you’ve  got  them  all. 
I’ve  just  had  a  partial  list  here,  but  I  was 
told  that  the  leadership  would  be  there, 
both  Democrats  and  Republicans.  So  that’s 

great. 

Well,  listen,  I  won’t  keep  you,  but  let  me 
wish  all  those  Bruins  a  very  merry  Christ¬ 
mas,  a  happy  New  Year.  And  let  me  give 
them  a  little  lecture.  Do  everything  that 
your  Governor  and  your  State  superintend¬ 
ent  and  these  people  are  telling  you  to  do 
in  terms  of  this  education.  We  need  you. 
You’re  the  future,  and  we  need  you  bad.  So, 
have  a  good  Christmas,  and  then  back  to 
work.  And  I’ll  do  my  part  here. 

And  bless  you  all.  And,  Fife,  keep  up  the 
great  work  of  leadership. 

Governor  Symington.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
President. 

The  President .  Over  and  out. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:47  p.m.  from 
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the  Oval  Office  in  the  White  House.  In  his  Kolbe  and  Jon  Kyi  of  Arizona, 
remarks,  he  referred  to  Congressmen  Jim 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to  a  Meeting  With  United  Nations 
Officials  and  Former  American  Hostages 
December  12,  1991 


Q.  What  are  your  thoughts  this  afternoon, 
Mr.  President? 

The  President  My  thoughts?  My  thoughts 
are  gratitude  to  the  Secretary-General  and 
to  Mr.  Picco.  My  thoughts  are  of  courage 
and  heroism  of  the  five  people  standing  in 
front  of  us.  My  thoughts  are  for  their  fami¬ 
lies.  My  thoughts  are  of  the  joy  that  the 
Nation  feels  at  the  release  of  these  five  and 
others  preceding  them.  And  I  think  this 
says  that  we  have  a  lot  to  be  grateful  for  in 
America.  It’s  a  wonderful,  wonderful  occa¬ 
sion  at  the  White  House,  having  them  here. 

Now,  we’re  going  to  go  over  into  the 
White  House  itself  to  honor  the  Secretary- 
General,  Mr.  Picco.  His  courage,  his  hero¬ 
ism  really,  helped  free  these  people.  And 
best  of  all  for  Barbara  and  me,  to  say  hello 
to  their  loving  families  and  welcome  them 
home. 

Q.  Is  it  time  to  take  the  yellow  ribbon 
down,  sir? 

The  President.  Not  for  me.  Not  for  me 
until  the  cases  are  all  closed.  There’s  two 
Germans  held  against  their  will.  There  are 
remains  of  two  beloved  Americans  who 
have  not  been  accounted  for.  And  we  are 
grateful  for  what’s  happened,  very  grateful 
that  they’re  all  here.  I  just  couldn’t  be  more 
pleased. 

Q.  Can  you - 

The  President.  Not  any  louder,  no,  I  can’t. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  could  have  hap¬ 
pened  sooner? 

The  President.  I’m  just  grateful  that  it’s 
happened.  And  of  course  I  wish  that  it  hap¬ 
pened  sooner.  For  them  to  spend  those  pre¬ 
cious  years  in  their  lives  held  against  their 


will,  of  course  every  American  wishes  that 
it  had  been  sooner. 

In  any  event,  why,  they’re  home,  and 
that’s  what  matters.  And  it’s  Christmas,  and 
that  also  matters. 

Q.  Mr.  Secretary-General,  did  you  bring 
any  good  news  about  the  return  of  the  re¬ 
mains  of  Americans  and  about  the  release 
of  the  two  Germans? 

The  Secreta  ry- General.  Well,  as  you  know, 
I  am  extremely  concerned  about  the  fate,  of 
course,  of  Mr.  Higgins,  Colonel  Higgins,  and 
Mr.  Buckley.  And  I  hope  to  get  some  news 
in  the  next  few  days. 

And  then,  as  far  as  the  Germans  are  con¬ 
cerned,  we  keep  working  and  we  are  hope¬ 
ful,  as  well  as  for  the  Israeli  missing  persons. 
And  some  others  who  are  the  detainees  in 
Lebanon,  as  well,  are  a  matter  of  concern 
to  me.  Because  for  us  in  the  United  Nations 
we  see  too  many  problems  It  is  not  a  politi¬ 
cal  problem  as  you  very  well  know. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 
We’ve  got  to  go  over  and  greet  the  families 
now. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  4:35  p.m.  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House,  prior 
to  a  meeting  with  U.N.  Secretary -General 
Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar;  Giandomenico 
Picco,  Assistant  to  the  Secretary-General  for 
Special  Assignments;  and  former  hostages 
Thomas  Sutherland,  Alann  Steen,  Jesse 
Turner,  Joseph  Cicippio,  and  Terry  Ander¬ 
son.  A  reporter  referred  to  the  yellow 
ribbon  displayed  on  the  White  House  in 
remembrance  of  Americans  held  hostage.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  exchange. 
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Remarks  on  Presenting  the  Medal  of  Freedom  and  the  Presidential 
Award  for  Exceptional  Service  to  United  Nations  Officials 
December  12,  1991 


The  President  We  are  so  happy,  Barbara 
and  I  are  so  happy  to  be  here  for  this  very 
special  pre-Christmas  family  occasion  at  the 
White  House.  The  Vice  President  is  here, 
and  I  salute  him.  Members  of  our  Cabinet, 
Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  Mosbacher, 
Secretary  of  Labor;  Tom  Pickering,  our  able 
Ambassador  at  the  U.N.  And  we  all  were 
just  dying  to  come. 

We’re  joined  also  by  two  gentlemen  who 
represent  the  highest  in  humanitarian 
ideals.  And  I’m  talking,  of  course,  about 
Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar,  the  Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  Nations,  and  the  Assistant 
Secretary-General,  Gianni  Picco,  who  is 
right  here.  Let  me  also  welcome  to  the 
White  House  the  friends  and  the  families  of 
five  special  men  returned  to  freedom.  Fi¬ 
nally,  to  Thomas  Sutherland,  Alann  Steen, 
Jesse  Turner,  Joseph  Cicippio,  and  Terry 
Anderson,  let  me  simply  say  on  behalf  of 
our  entire  country:  Welcome  home. 

All  over  America  people  waited  for  the 
day  your  long  ordeal  would  end.  And  all 
over  America  we  share  your  joy,  and  we 
thank  God  that  you  are  free. 

Nothing  says  it  better  than,  I  think,  the 
sign  in  Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  in 
Thomas  Cicippio ’s  front  yard.  For  5  long 
years  that  sign  served  as  a  constant  remind¬ 
er,  with  the  name  of  each  hostage  and  a 
number  counting  each  cruel  day  of  captiv¬ 
ity.  And  then,  one  by  one,  the  numbers 
gave  way  to  a  sign  marked  “Freed.”  And 
finally,  just  9  days  ago,  came  the  moment 
the  Cicippio  family  prayed  for.  And  over 
Joseph’s  name,  they  nailed  not  another 
number  but  a  sign  that  read,  “Free  at  last.” 
And  that  said  a  lot  for  all  of  us. 

And  all  of  you  have  survived  an  act  of 
unspeakable,  uncivilized  cruelty.  Hostage¬ 
taking  is  hell  on  a  human  scale,  not  just  for 
the  innocents  held  captive  but  for  the  fami¬ 
lies,  for  the  families  that  they  left  behind. 
And  no  power  on  Earth  can  give  back  the 
years  that  you’ve  lost.  And  yet  no  one  can 
take  from  you  the  strength  of  the  spirit  that 
sustained  you. 


The  world  is  now  learning  the  horrors 
that  you  endured.  But  we’re  learning  as 
well,  and  this  is  the  good  news,  the  story  of 
your  survival,  the  miracle  that  you  fash¬ 
ioned  from  the  hope  your  captors  could  not 
take  away. 

We  know  now  you  used  the  language  of 
the  deaf  to  communicate  from  cell  to  cell, 
to  speak  to  one  another  in  silence;  how  you 
managed  to  learn  from  one  another,  laugh 
with  one  another,  help  each  other  sustain  a 
stubborn  indignity.  And  you  demonstrated 
each  day  in  captivity  a  defiant  faith.  You 
believed  in  your  country  and  your  families 
and  your  colleagues  and  yourselves.  And 
you  knew  that  one  day  you  would  go  free. 

Your  triumph  shines  new  light  on  a 
simple  truth:  The  days  and  years  apart  burn 
away  the  trivial  things  we  once  thought  had 
value  to  reveal  what  truly  matters  in  life, 
family,  faith,  hope,  and  love.  And  seeing 
freedom  through  your  eyes,  even  for  a 
moment,  frees  us  from  the  petty  concerns 
that  so  often  hold  us  hostage  and  distract  us 
from  life’s  larger  joys,  larger  meaning. 

The  families  here  today  are  whole  again. 
But  for  others  the  ordeal  is  not  over,  for 
two  German  citizens  and  their  families,  for 
the  families  of  two  courageous  Americans 
whose  duty  sent  them  to  Lebanon  and  who 
died  at  the  hands  of  their  captors.  In  the 
name  of  the  civilized  values  that  we  hold 
dear,  I  call  on  those  responsible  for  these 
crimes:  Free  Heinrich  Struebig  and  Thomas 
Kemptner,  and  return  the  remains  of  Rich 
Higgins  and  William  Buckley.  And  let  the 
families  of  these  innocent  men  find  peace. 

The  truth  is  clear.  Hostage-taking  has 
failed.  From  the  beginning  in  Tehran  in 
1979,  hostage-takers  sought  to  exploit  our 
system’s  reverence  for  the  individual.  They 
sought  to  exploit  that  as  a  weakness.  And 
your  captors  believed  hostage-taking  would 
tie  our  hands,  and  they  were  wrong.  We 
remained  determined  to  defend  American 
interests  in  international  principles  in  the 
Middle  East.  Through  Desert  Shield  and 
Desert  Storm  we  stood  fast  against  aggres- 
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sion,  and  we  showed  the  world  that  terror¬ 
ism  in  all  its  forms  can’t  succeed.  And  in 
the  end,  the  hostage-takers  did  more 
damage  to  their  cause  than  they  did  to 
America’s  resolve,  certainly  than  they  did  to 
your  resolve.  And  in  the  end,  each  hostage¬ 
taking,  each  heartless  act  against  innocence, 
announced  to  the  world  the  inhumanity  of 
the  captors. 

Tom  Sutherland  and  Terry  Anderson,  you 
were  right  when  you  said  no  to  negotiating 
with  hostage-takers.  This  administration  has 
followed  a  no-negotiation  policy  since  the 
beginning.  Bargaining  serves  only  to  make 
a  currency  of  human  lives  and  leads  to 
more  of  the  evil  that  it  seeks  to  end.  I  am 
convinced  that  this  course  remains  the 
world’s  best  hope  that  no  more  innocent 
men  and  women  will  meet  your  fate,  that 
no  family  will  ever  again  be  forced  to 
endure  your  years  in  agony. 

This  policy  was  not  without  risk.  Sticking 
with  it  wasn’t  easy,  especially  for  a  country 
that  cares  so  deeply  about  every  American 
held  against  his  will.  But  we’ve  learned  that 
it  works.  It  helped  end  the  agony,  and  I  like 
to  feel  that  it  helped  bring  you  home. 

Yes,  America  did  its  part.  Many  men  and 
women  in  this  country  and  around  the 
world,  most  of  whom  you’ll  never  meet, 
worked  to  secure  your  freedom.  And  today, 
we  want  to  go  on.  So  many  of  the  family 
members  sitting  behind  you  all  and  aside  of 
you  did  their  part,  and  boy,  did  they  do  it 
well.  And  it  wasn’t  just  spouses;  it  was  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers  and  plenty  of  others  I 
might  single  out  here. 

But  there  are  others  as  well.  And  today 
we  want  to  recognize  the  selfless  efforts  of 
one  man  who,  at  great  personal  risk,  helped 
bring  you  to  freedom.  And  I  might  say  par¬ 
enthetically  that  one  of  the  first  words  I 
heard  from  Terry  Anderson  was  the  sugges¬ 
tion  that  we  honor  the  man  we’re  about  to 
honor,  and  the  other  one  as  well. 

In  his  years  as  Special  Envoy  at  the 
United  Nations,  Assistant  Secretary-General 
Gianni  Picco  has  sought  always  to  serve 
peace  and  to  resolve  conflict.  Today,  for  his 
efforts  in  winning  the  freedom  of  our  hos¬ 
tages,  we  honor  Mr.  Picco  with  the  Presi¬ 
dential  Award  for  Exceptional  Service. 

Would  you  come  up  here,  please,  sir? 
Very  proud  to  have  you  here. 


I  will  ask  the  major  to  read  the  citation 
please.  Please  be  seated. 

Major  Wissler.  “The  United  States  honors 
Mr.  Picco  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished 
role  in  facilitating  the  release  of  hostages 
held  in  Lebanon.  His  skillful  diplomacy 
with  Middle  Eastern  governments  and  offi¬ 
cials  and  representatives  of  the  hostage 
holders  has  resulted  in  freedom  for  many 
individuals  held  in  the  region  outside  the 
due  process  of  law,  including  six  Americans. 

“His  personal  courage  in  the  face  of 
danger  and  his  dedication  to  the  mission 
represent  the  best  tradition  of  international 
civil  service.” 

The  President  We  also  honor  the  man 
who  made  your  release  his  personal  respon¬ 
sibility,  a  man  whose  life  work  in  service  to 
humanitarian  ideals  has  won  him  honor  the 
world  over,  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar. 

Before  asking  the  major  to  read  the  cita¬ 
tion  let  me  just  say  this:  He  made  peace 
among  all  nations  his  mission.  He’s  taken 
the  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Char¬ 
ter  as  a  personal  code. 

He  was  present  at  the  creation  as  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  first  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations  back  in  1946.  And  we  first 
met  in  1971  when  each  of  us  received  the 
singular  honor  of  serving  our  countries  as 
Permanent  Representative  to  the  United 
Nations. 

My  distinguished  colleague  went  on  to 
represent  Peru  in  the  Security  Council,  and 
then,  of  course,  as  we  all  know,  for  the  past 
10  years  he  has  served  the  cause  of  world 
peace  as  Secretary-General. 

His  tenure  has  marked  the  rebirth,  literal¬ 
ly,  the  rebirth  of  the  United  Nations,  its 
emergence  as  a  force  for  peace.  Coopera¬ 
tion  now  replaces  cold  war  conflict.  And 
across  the  globe  the  U.N.  now  leads  the 
international  effort  to  resolve  conflicts  that 
have  caused  so  much  suffering.  Peacekeep¬ 
ing  missions  have  proliferated.  Eleven  are 
underway  right  now,  five  begun  in  the  past 
year  alone. 

And  Mr.  Secretary-General,  I  am  person¬ 
ally  grateful  to  you  for  your  strong  stand 
against  Iraq’s  assault  on  Kuwait,  your  tire¬ 
less  work  to  sustain  the  coalition.  In  large 
part  because  of  your  leadership,  the  United 
Nations  now  stands  closer  to  its  founding 
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ideal  than  at  any  time  in  history. 

And  today  then  we  honor  this  architect  of 
peace,  a  man  we  are  all  proud  to  call 
friend,  that  Barbara  and  I  especially  treas¬ 
ure  the  friendship  for  the  Perez  de  Cuel¬ 
lars.  Mr.  Secretary-General,  with  great 
pride  I  now  present  to  you  the  highest  civil¬ 
ian  honor  this  country  can  bestow,  the 
Medal  of  Freedom.  And  I  will  ask  the  major 
to  read  the  citation. 

Major  Wissler.  “Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar. 
For  10  years  of  exceptionally  distinguished 
service  as  Secretary-General  of  the  United 
Nations,  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar  presided 
over  the  rebirth  of  that  institution.  With 
wisdom,  vision,  diplomacy,  and  skill,  he 
forged  a  U.N.  where  cooperation  in  reach¬ 
ing  common  goals  is  replacing  rhetoric  and 
division. 

“His  tireless  dedication  to  conflict  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  economic  and  social  concerns  has 
contributed  to  a  better  world  and  ensured  a 
strengthened  U.N.  more  capable  than  ever 
of  fulfilling  its  Charter. 

“His  service  has  been  marked  by  a  singu¬ 
lar  devotion  to  humanitarian  interests,  in¬ 
cluding  the  life,  security,  and  safety  of  indi¬ 
vidual  people  throughout  the  world. 

“The  United  States  honors  a  servant  of 
humankind  who  has  advanced  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  hope.” 

The  President.  Congratulations. 

The  Secretary-General.  Mr.  President, 
Mrs.  Bush,  Excellencies,  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,  it  is  a  tremendous  honor  for  me  to 
receive  the  Medal  of  Freedom,  an  award 
that  I  shall  value  all  the  more  highly  be¬ 
cause  it  has  been  given  to  me  by  my  old 
and  very  dear  friend  President  Bush. 

In  my  view,  it  is  really  more  appropriate 
that  this  tribute  should  be  paid  to  the 
United  Nations  as  a  whole  rather  than  to 
me  personally.  Today,  as  never  before,  the 
organization  is  being  called  upon  to  fulfill 
the  responsibility  entrusted  to  it  by  its 
founding  fathers  nearly  half  a  century  ago. 
The  circumstances  in  the  international 
arena  that  have  made  it  possible  for  the 
United  Nations  to  carry  out  this  role  are 
deeply  gratifying.  And  much  credit  is  due 
to  President  Bush  himself,  who  has  a  pro¬ 
found  understanding  of  the  organization 
and  its  goals. 

Mr.  President,  it  gives  me  special  pleas¬ 


ure  to  attend  this  ceremony  after  having 
been  greeted  by  a  group  of  brave  and  won¬ 
derful  men  who  at  this  moment  understand 
more  fully  than  we  possibly  can  the  true 
meaning  of  freedom.  That  these  former 
American  hostages  have  at  long  last  been 
reunited  with  their  loved  ones,  and  espe¬ 
cially  during  this  holiday  season,  makes  the 
efforts  that  I  and  my  efficient  and  loyal  as¬ 
sistant,  Mr.  Giandomenico  Picco,  have  un¬ 
dertaken  these  many  months  all  the  more 
worthwhile. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot 
but  mention  with  sorrow  an  American  who 
was  kidnaped  while  serving  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  namely,  Colonel  William  R.  Higgins, 
who  was,  at  the  time  of  his  abduction,  chief 
of  a  peacekeeping  observer  group  in  south 
Lebanon.  It  is  tragic  that  the  life  of  this 
innocent  man  was  lost.  I  am  doing  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  see  to  it  that  his  body  is 
returned  promptly  to  his  family. 

As  I  prepare  to  leave  office,  I  would  like 
once  again  to  thank  President  Bush  for  the 
cooperation  and  support  he  has  extended  to 
me  as  Secretary-General  and  to  the  organi¬ 
zation  more  widely,  and  particularly  in 
helping  to  ensure  that  the  United  Nations 
may  fulfill  the  enormous  expectations  that 
today  exist  for  greater  peace,  stability,  and 
respect  for  human  rights  to  all  the  world. 
Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President  I  know  some  of  us  are 
going  over  to  light  America’s  Christmas 
tree  across  the  way,  but  Barbara  and  I  just 
have  to  say  hello  to  the  families.  So  what 
we’ll  suggest  is,  we’ll  go  out  here  in  the 
hall,  and  you  all  come  wandering  out. 
You’ve  got  to  do  that;  that’s  mandatory.  You 
have  to  say  hello  to  us.  And  then  please 
take  your  families  and  browse  through  this 
winter  wonderland.  The  work  on  all  these 
decorations  was  done  by  volunteers  from  all 
over  this  country,  and  I  think  you’ll  feel,  as 
we  do,  that  the  White  House  is  blessed  by 
this  wonderful  dedication  and  the  gift  from 
the  American  people. 

So,  it’s  a  fitting  time  that  you  all  are  here. 
And  I  think  we’ll  just  wander  on  out  now 
and  ask  you  to  come.  And  please,  all  of  you 
just  come  by  and  say  hello.  We’d  love  that. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:03  p.m.  in 
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the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  Maj.  President,  read  the  citations. 
John  Wissler,  Marine  Corps  Aide  to  the 


Remarks  on  Lighting  the  National  Christmas  Tree 
December  12,  1991 


Welcome  to  this  wonderful  Washington 
tradition.  And  I  am  particularly  proud  to¬ 
night  to  have  some  very  special  friends 
here  with  us  to  help  light  our  Nation’s 
Christmas  tree.  America’s  prayers  were  an¬ 
swered  when  these  men  came  home  to  us; 
so  a  special  welcome  to  Terry  Anderson  and 
Madeleine  Bassil.  Here  they  are:  Alann  and 
Virginia  Steen;  and  Thomas  and  Jean  Suth¬ 
erland;  Joseph  and  Elham  Cicippio;  and 
Jesse  and  Badr  Turner. 

Have  a  great  evening. 

[At  this  point,  the  Christmas  Pageant  of 
Peace  entertainment  began.] 

Well,  thank  you,  Joe.  Please  be  seated  all 
of  you,  and  it’s  good  to  see  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  so  many  other  special  guests 
here.  And  of  course,  a  warm  thank  you  to 
Marilyn  Home;  this  marvelous  Tucson  Boys 
Chorus;  the  Navy  Band;  Joe  Williams;  our 
favorites,  the  Gatlin  Brothers  over  here; 
and  all  the  performers  who  brought  the 
Christmas  spirit  to  Washington  tonight. 

And  thanks  to  Santa.  His  big  night  is 
coming  up.  And  we  don’t  have  to  ask  this 
particular  Santa,  Willard  Scott,  what  the 
weather’s  going  to  be  like  on  Christmas 
Eve.  He’s  predicting  it.  And  he  is  right 
every  once  in  a  while.  [Laughter] 

This  is  a  very  special  night.  And  I  look 
over  my  shoulder  here  at  the  very  special 
guests,  the  brave  men  who  are  with  us  here 
tonight.  And  on  behalf  of  our  loving  coun¬ 
try  I  say,  finally,  to  Terry  Anderson,  to  Tom 
Sutherland,  Joseph  Cicippio,  and  Alann 
Steen  and  Jesse  Turner,  and  the  others  not 
here:  Welcome  home. 

Welcome  home,  to  this,  the  most  gener¬ 
ous  and  proud  and  free  Nation  on  the  face 
of  the  Earth.  It  is  more  than  just  appropri- 
ate,  it  is  almost  miraculous  that  we  can  cele¬ 
brate  with  these  five  the  lighting  of  our 
Nation’s  Christmas  tree.  The  idea  is  so 
moving  because  these  men  have  come  out 


of  darkness  into  the  bright  light  of  liberty. 
And  as  you  hear  these  remarkable  men  talk, 
you  realize  they  were  never  lost  in  that 
darkness  of  sorrow,  anguish,  and  despair. 
Even  at  the  worst  moments,  they  were 
guided  by  a  stubborn  spark  that  cruelty 
could  not  extinguish,  the  spark  of  the 
human  spirit. 

Their  precious  gift  to  us  is  to  rekindle  our 
Nation’s  belief  in  the  light  of  faith  and  our 
belief  in  ourselves.  And  when  Terry  and 
Tom  and  Joseph  and  Alann  and  Jesse  light 
our  Nation’s  tree  tonight,  that  act  will  be  a 
reminder  of  what  they  and  their  compan¬ 
ions,  living  and  gone,  have  already  done  to 
light  our  Nation’s  soul. 

There  have  been  special  guests  at  these 
ceremonies  before.  Even  Winston  Churchill 
helped  to  light  the  tree  during  World  War 
II,  but  this  Nation  has  never  been  honored 
by  the  presence  of  men  whose  spirit  meant 
more  to  all  of  us.  Your  fortitude,  your 
humor,  and  generosity  tell  us  the  true 
meaning  of  this  season.  And  at  this  time  of 
year  especially,  these  men  remind  us  that 
the  glitz  and  glamour  of  material  things 
don’t  matter.  The  courage,  the  faith,  and 
the  love  of  these  men,  that  they  embody, 
are  all  we  need  to  recognize  what’s  really 
important. 

The  way  they’ve  returned  to  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  to  us  proves  they  live  by  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  that  beautiful  prayer  of  St.  Francis: 
“Grant  that  I  may  not  so  much  seek  to  be 
consoled  as  to  console;  to  be  understood  as 
to  understand;  to  be  loved  as  to  love. 
Where  there  is  despair,  let  us  sow  hope; 
where  there  is  hatred,  love;  and  where 
there  is  darkness,  ever  light.” 

When  history  remembers  Christmas  1991, 
let  it  remember  that  tonight  we  gathered 
with  men  who  show  us  that  this  is  a  season 
of  spirit,  not  a  celebration  of  plenty. 

Let  history  remember  that  tonight  we 
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stood  with  these  two  heroes  and  asked  for 
God’s  blessing  on  this  world.  And  finally,  in 
the  words  of  the  carol  we’ll  sing  in  a  few 
minutes,  let  history  remember  that  at 
Christmas  1991,  this  Nation  united  to  give 
thanks  to  God  and  to  ask  God  for  peace  on 
earth,  good  will  to  all. 

God  bless  these  five  men,  this  wonderful 
country,  and  now  I’d  like  to  ask  them  to 
join  me  as  we  light  the  Nation’s  Christmas 
tree. 


Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:42  p.m.  on 
the  Ellipse  during  the  annual  Christmas 
Pageant  of  Peace.  In  his  remarks,  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  Joe  Riley,  president  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Pageant  of  Peace;  Marilyn  Horne, 
mezzo-soprano  with  the  Metropolitan 
Opera;  jazz  singer  Joe  Williams;  and  coun¬ 
try  music  entertainers,  the  Gatlin  Brothers. 
Television  weatherman  Willard  Scott  was 
dressed  as  Santa  Claus.  A  tape  was  not 
available  for  verification  of  the  content  of 
these  remarks. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Conventional  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty 
Implementation  Act  of  1991 
December  12,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  3807, 
the  “Conventional  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty 
Implementation  Act  of  1991.”  The  Act  sup¬ 
ports  the  United  States  Government’s  pro¬ 
gram  to  transfer  Conventional  Forces  in 
Europe  treaty-limited  equipment  within  the 
NATO  Alliance.  Implementation  serves  U.S. 
security  interests  and  achieves  Administra¬ 
tion  objectives. 

However,  I  have  concerns  over  two  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act.  Section  401(c)  requires 
that  the  Inspector  General  of  the  United 
States  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament 
Agency  submit  a  report  on  certain  matters 
to  the  President,  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee.  Because  prior  review 
of  executive  branch  reports  is  integral  to 
the  President’s  constitutional  authority  to 
supervise  and  control  decision-making 
within  the  executive  branch,  H.R.  3807 
shall  not  be  interpreted  to  encroach  upon 


that  authority. 

Section  402  requires  additional  congres¬ 
sional  oversight  of  On-Site  Inspection 
Agency  (OSIA)  activities.  The  existing 
review  by  the  House  and  Senate  Armed 
Services  and  Appropriations  Committees 
provides  sufficient  congressional  oversight 
of  OSIA  activities.  Expanding  the  review  to 
include  other  committees  of  the  House  and 
Senate  will  unnecessarily  burden  the 
budget  review  and  oversight  process.  The 
requested  report  and  budget  documenta¬ 
tion  for  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Foreign  Relations  will  be  submitted 
merely  to  provide  notice. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  12,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  3807,  approved  December  12, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-228. 


Statement  on  Signing  Legislation  for  Dire  Emergency 
Appropriations  and  Disaster  Assistance 
December  12,  1991 

Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.J.  Res.  Appropriations  and  Transfers  for  Relief 
157,  the  “Dire  Emergency  Supplemental  From  the  Effects  of  Natural  Disasters,  for 
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Other  Urgent  Needs,  and  for  Incremental 
Cost  of  ‘Operation  Desert  Shield /Desert 
Storm’  Act  of  1992.” 

I  am  pleased  that  the  Congress  was  able 
to  approve,  prior  to  its  adjournment,  a  bill 
that  provides  urgently  needed  funding  for 
programs  that  address  the  effects  of  natural 
disasters  in  the  United  States  and  its  territo¬ 
ries.  I  am  likewise  pleased  that  H.J.  Res.  157 
provides  these  needed  funds  in  a  way  that 
does  not  violate  the  statutory  spending 
limits  mandated  by  the  Budget  Enforce¬ 
ment  Act  (BEA)  or  the  concept  of  what 
constitutes  an  emergency  under  the  BEA. 

The  Act  provides  $800  million  for  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency’s 
disaster  relief  program  to  cover  costs  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  unusually  high  level  of  disas¬ 
ters  that  have  occurred  during  1991.  These 
include  Hurricane  Bob;  the  devastating  fires 
in  Oakland,  California,  and  the  State  of 
Washington;  and  the  northeastern  storm 
that  ravaged  New  England  on  October  31. 
In  addition,  the  Act  provides  $995  million 
in  assistance  to  producers  of  agricultural 
crops  who  have  suffered  losses  during  1990 


or  1991.  Pursuant  to  section  251(b)(2XDXi) 
of  the  Balanced  Budget  and  Emergency 
Deficit  Control  Act  of  1985,  as  amended,  I 
designate  these  amounts  as  emergency  re¬ 
quirements.  These  designated  amounts  in¬ 
clude  the  amount  I  designated  as  an  emer¬ 
gency  requirement  on  June  28,  1991,  in  my 
supplemental  and  amendment  requests  for 
FEMA. 

The  Act  also  includes  funds  for  the  incre¬ 
mental  costs  of  Operation  Desert  Shield/ 
Storm.  Such  expenditures  continue  to  be  fi¬ 
nanced  by  foreign  contributions  to  the  De¬ 
fense  Cooperation  Account. 

I  am  appreciative  of  the  fact  that  the 
Congress  deleted  or  significantly  limited 
the  availability  of  over  $2.5  billion  in  fund¬ 
ing  that  I  have  not  designated  as  “emergen¬ 
cy  requirements.” 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  12,  1991. 

Note:  H.J.  Res.  157,  approved  December  12, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102—229. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Resolution  Trust  Corporation  Refinancing, 
Restructuring,  and  Improvement  Act  of  1991 
December  12,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  H.R.  3435, 
the  “Resolution  Trust  Corporation  Refi¬ 
nancing,  Restructuring,  and  Improvement 
Act  of  1991.”  This  Act  reorganizes  the  Res¬ 
olution  Trust  Corporation  (RTC)  while  pro¬ 
viding  only  stopgap  funding  to  allow  the 
RTC  to  resume  the  resolution  of  failed 
thrifts. 

H.R.  3435  provides  only  a  part  of  the 
funds  requested  by  the  Administration 
which  are  urgently  needed  to  protect  de¬ 
positors’  accounts.  This  manner  of  funding 
risks  a  repeat  of  the  start-and-stop  process 
that  has  already  cost  American  taxpayers 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  Administration  requested  $80  billion 
to  allow  the  RTC  to  fulfill  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  deposit  insurance  commitments 


and  complete  the  job  of  closing  insolvent 
thrifts. 

I  am  approving  this  legislation  in  view  of 
the  RTC’s  critical  need  to  receive  funding 
immediately  so  that  we  can  make  good  on 
our  Government’s  deposit  insurance  obliga¬ 
tions.  I  urge  the  Congress,  upon  its  return, 
to  move  quickly  to  provide  the  remaining 
necessary  funds  to  allow  the  RTC  to  com¬ 
plete  its  mission  without  increasing  the 
burden  on  America’s  taxpayers. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  12,  1991. 

Note :  H.R.  3435,  approved  December  12, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-233. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Situation  in  the  Soviet  Union 
December  13,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  now  that  it  appears  that 
Gorbachev  is  on  his  way  out,  what  are  your 
feelings? 

The  President  Well,  were  watching  that 
situation  very  closely.  Secretary  Baker  made 
a  very  good  speech  talking  about  adminis¬ 
tration  policy.  We’re  looking  forward  to  his 
trip.  And  this  is  not  a  helpful  time  to  edito¬ 
rialize  on  personalities  inside  the  Soviet 
Union. 

We’re  supporting  those  who  are  re¬ 
formed.  We’re  supporting  those  who  are  for 
democracy,  whoever  they  are,  wherever 
they  are,  in  whatever  Republic  they  are 
and  in  the  center.  And  that’s  been  our 
policy,  and  we  will  continue  to  watch  this 
question  of  self-determination  evolve  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  And  that’s  exactly  what’s  hap¬ 
pening.  And  we  have  some  interests,  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  peaceful  reconciliation.  We’ve 
got  fundamental  interests  in  responsibility 
to  the  whole  world  for  the  nuclear  weapons 
question.  So  we  want  to  see  that  that  is 


Exchange  with  Reporters 
December  13,  1991 

The  President.  Listen,  this  meeting  is  on 
our  drug  strategy,  and  I’m  very  grateful  to 
so  many  members  of  the  Cabinet  and  other 
leaders  who  are  here  today.  I  have  great 
confidence  in  the  work  that  Bob  is  involved 
in.  And  indeed,  there  is  some  very  good 
news  on  the  drug  front.  That  doesn’t  mean 
we’ve  won  the  battle  by  a  long  shot,  but 
I’m  sure  he’ll  be  reporting  to  us  in  just  a 
minute  on  the  problems  that  remain  and  on 
the  progress  that’s  been  made. 

This  has  got  to  be,  as  we  turn  the  corner, 
remain  as  one  of  our  key  priorities.  And 
when  you  talk  to  some  that  he’s  enlisted  in 
the  private  sector,  I’m  encouraged.  I  mean, 
I’ve  talked  to  quite  a  few  of  them,  Jim 
Burke  and  many  others,  and  they  are  very, 
very  positive  as  to  how  we’re  doing  here. 
When  I  look  at  the  international  situation 


handled  with  the  ultimate,  maximum 
amount  of  safety,  and  the  assurances  from 
the  center  and  from  the  Republics  has  been 
very  good  on  that,  incidentally. 

So  we’re  watching  it  very,  very  closely, 
and  I  think  the  leaders  there  understand 
our  position  as  to  let  them  sort  these  mat¬ 
ters  out.  It’s  not  for  the  United  States  to 
dictate  these  matters,  but  we  do  have  inter¬ 
ests,  some  of  which  I’ve  mentioned  here. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  contact  with  Yeltsin 
or  Gorbachev? 

The  President  We’ll  let  you  know  when 
we  reveal  the  personal  contacts  I’ve  had. 
But  we’re  in  close  contact  with  the  differ¬ 
ent  factions. 

Thank  you. 

Note :  The  exchange  began  at  9:18  a.m.  in 
the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  exchange. 


that  Bob’s  been  engaged  in,  in  the  interdic¬ 
tion,  working  with  Justice  and  many  others, 
Don  Atwood’s  department,  why,  there’s 
reason  to  be  optimistic  there. 

So,  it’s  a  good  message,  but  we’ve  got  to 
do  better,  and  we’ve  got  to  continue  to 
fight.  So  thank  you  all  very  much.  And 
now - 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  I  just  ask  you  to 
follow  up  on  something  you  said  in  the 
other  session? 

The  President  No,  we’ve  got  to  get  going, 
honestly.  We  really  do.  We’ve  been  in 
there,  interrupted,  you  know,  when  we  did 
a  meeting,  that  I  deviated  from  the  rules. 
So,  thanks. 

Soviet  Union 

Q.  Could  you  just  explain — I  mean,  why 
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are  you  satisfied  with  assurances  that  there’s 

no  nuclear  threat  because  of  the  Soviet - 

The  President.  We  will  explain  all  that  in 
time.  I  can’t  do  it  at  a  photo  opportunity. 
It’s  very  complicated. 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  there’s  no  problem? 
The  President.  I  can  certify  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  that  the  assurances  we’ve  been 
given  are  very  positive.  And  we  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  stay  engaged  in  it.  So,  please  let 
us  have  this  time.  I  only  have  a  little  bit, 
limited - 


Note:  The  exchange  began  at  10:03  a.m. 
prior  to  a  meeting  with  the  Domestic  Policy 
Council.  In  his  remarks,  the  President  re¬ 
ferred  to  Bob  Martinez,  Director  of  the 
Office  of  National  Drug  Control  Policy; 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense  Donald  J. 
Atwood,  Jr.;  and  James  E.  Burke,  Chairman 
of  the  President's  Drug  Advisory  Council.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  this  exchange. 


Teleconference  Remarks  to  the  1991  Congress  of  Cities 
December  13,  1991 


The  President.  Thank  you,  Commissioner 
Hood.  And  I  understand  you’re  the  incom¬ 
ing  president  of  that  wonderful  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  National  League  of  Cities.  Thank 
you  for  inviting  me  to  be  with  you.  To 
President  Sidney  Barthelemy,  the  mayor  of 
one  of  my  favorite  cities,  New  Orleans,  wel¬ 
come  to  you,  sir.  I  look  forward  to  your 
help  most  of  all,  officials  who  have  enriched 
our  cities  and  helped  our  cities  enrich 
America;  I  greet  all  of  you. 

I  am  very  pleased  that  Lamar  Alexander 
was  able  to  address  you  this  morning.  A 
former  Governor,  a  great  Secretary  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  he’s  doing  a  great  job.  And  we  are 
on  to  something  with  this  America  2000. 
And  I  hope  when  he  finished  that  you  had  a 
feel  for  this  marvelous  program. 

Our  mayors  are  doing  a  great  job  in  help¬ 
ing  make  American  education  number  one. 
I  was  hoping  today  to  be  with  you  in 
person,  but  at  least  I  can  say  America  has 
produced  two  Presidents  in  a  row  who  have 
made  it  to  the  big  screen.  This  is  a  good 
way  to  do  it  if  you  can’t  be  there  in  person. 

It’s  an  honor  to  join  this  year’s  NLC 
annual  Congress  of  Cities,  even  if  it  is  by 
video  hookup,  and  to  salute  you  soldiers  on 
the  front  lines.  You  man  the  front  lines  of 
our  assault  on  falling  scores  and  failing 
grades  in  education,  our  war  on  drugs,  our 
defense  of  the  American  family,  and  our 
battle  against  crime.  And  you  know  why 
we’ve  got  to  crusade  to  protect  American 
principles  and  work  to  solve  America’s 


problems. 

As  the  elected  officials  out  there  hearing 
the  needs  of  day-to-day,  ordinary  people, 
you  understand  those  problems.  And  you 
know  them  not  from  a  bureaucrat’s  safe  dis¬ 
tance  but  from  the  hot  seat  of  an  elected 
official  whose  neighbors  call  to  complain 
about  roads  and  taxes  and  the  police,  you 
know,  you  name  it. 

Many  people  wonder  how  a  President 
can  know  what  goes  on  outside  Washington, 
especially  for  families  struggling  to  make 
ends  meet.  Well,  I  have  read  the  letters  of 
people  feeling  the  pinch  of  a  tough  econo¬ 
my.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I’ve  traveled  to  48 
States  since  becoming  President,  talking 
and  meeting  people  and  listening  and,  yes, 
learning  at  every  stop.  And  I’ve  listened  to 
the  guidance  and  advice  of  leaders,  many  of 
whom  are  right  there  in  that  room. 

And  when  I  deliver  my  State  of  the 
Union  Address  in  a  few  weeks,  I’m  going  to 
ask  the  Congress  to  lay  aside  partisan  inter¬ 
est  just  long  enough  to  focus  on  America’s 
interest  and  to  enact  a  commonsense  series 
of  economic  growth  measures.  Also,  because 
each  additional  billion  dollars  in  manufac¬ 
tured  goods  and  trade  means  another 
20,000  American  jobs,  I’m  going  to  contin¬ 
ue  fighting  to  crack  open  foreign  markets 
to  create  domestic  jobs.  And  that’s  the  mes¬ 
sage  I’m  going  to  be  taking  with  me  on  my 
upcoming  trip  to  Asia.  We  go  down  to  Aus¬ 
tralia,  Singapore,  Korea,  and  Japan. 
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In  the  meantime,  I  will  make  sure  that 
our  agencies  do  everything  they  can  to  help 
the  people,  from  getting  those  unemploy¬ 
ment  checks  out  to  easing  the  credit 
crunch.  Already,  we’ve  taken  steps  to  help 
those  in  need,  speeding  up  a  number  of 
Government  payments  that  will  put  $9.7 
billion  into  the  economy  that  wouldn’t  have 
been  there  during  the  first  and  second 
quarters  of  the  fiscal  year. 

And  I’m  especially  proud  of  the  transpor¬ 
tation  bill  which  I’ll  be  signing  in  just  a  few 
days  that  will  keep  our  traffic  on  the  move 
and  our  economy  on  the  rise,  building  roads 
and  fixing  bridges  and  creating  jobs. 

And  still,  it  isn’t  enough.  We  have  to 
build  on  these  beginnings.  So  I  hope  our 
other  initiatives  are  also  helping  you.  For 
example,  our  administration  has  boosted 
State  and  local  law  enforcement  funding  to 
$495  million.  That’s  in  addition  to  the  $250 
million  in  cash  and  property  seized  last  year 
from  drug  dealers  through  what  we  call  the 
asset  forfeiture  program.  Overall,  Federal 
aid  to  States  and  localities  to  fight  drugs  has 
grown  under  this  administration  to  nearly 
$3  billion  a  year.  I  think  the  total  spending 
I  jotted  down  here  is  $11.7  billion. 

Our  Healthy  Start  program  to  cut  infant 
mortality  got  a  big  boost  this  year,  from  $21 
million  to  $65  million.  And  that’s  also  true 
for  AIDS  research  and  treatment.  Under 
the  Ryan  White  Act,  $200  million  in  AIDS 
prevention  in  fiscal  ’92  goes  directly  to 
cities.  And  I  also  ask  your  support  of  some¬ 
thing  which  can  help  every  city:  enterprise 
zones  to  unleash  a  new  generation  of  entre¬ 
preneurs  to  attract  new  business  to  those 
areas. 

President  Kennedy  once  said,  “We  will 
neglect  our  cities  at  our  peril,  for  in  ne¬ 
glecting  them  we  neglect  the  Nation.”  I  do 
not  intend  to  neglect  our  cities,  nor  do  I 
intend  to  burden  them  with  Washington’s 
version  of  help:  Taxes,  rules,  regulations, 
and  no  money.  We’ve  learned  the  wisdom 
of  keeping  government  closest  to  the 
people.  My  administration  wants  to  give 
local  power  and  local  responsibility  to  local 
officials.  We  want  to  free  you  to  do  what 
you  do  best. 

I  do  want  to  do  my  part.  To  do  so,  I  need 
your  counsel  and  your  wisdom.  So,  let’s 
work  together  to  find  new  solutions  to  old 


problems.  Only  then  can  we  prepare  our 
cities  and  our  country  for  the  new  Ameri¬ 
can  century  ahead. 

It  is  great  to  be  with  you  all.  I’d  be  glad 
to  take  a  couple  of  questions.  But  thank  you 
for  what  you’ve  done.  Thank  you  for  what 
you  are  doing.  And  at  this  special  time  of 
year,  God  bless  you  all.  I  just  wish  that  each 
and  every  one  of  you  could  have  been  at 
the  White  House  yesterday  as  we  welcomed 
home  those  five  hostages.  I  can  only  say 
that  Barbara  and  I  count  our  blessings  for 
family  every  day  of  the  year.  And  this  was  a 
most  moving  occasion.  And  then  we  took 
them  out  to  light  the  Nation’s  Christmas 
tree,  we  modestly  call  it,  across  from  the 
White  House.  And  I  flipped  the  electric 
switch  and  nothing  happened.  [Laughter] 

But  in  any  event,  it  was  a  great  and  won¬ 
derful,  moving  day  for  our  whole  country. 
And  I  wish  each  of  you  leaders  could  have 
been  with  us  in  the  White  House. 

And  now  I’ll  be  glad,  Commissioner,  to 
take  any  questions. 

War  on  Drugs 

Q.  Mr.  President,  more  than  20  years  ago, 
former  President  Richard  Nixon  declared  a 
Federal  war  on  drugs.  Three  years  ago,  you 
announced  a  similar  war.  Yet  today  the 
problem  of  drugs  and  drug-related  violence 
on  our  streets  is  just  as  pervasive  as  ever.  In 
fact,  murders  are  at  record  levels.  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  we  have  a  very  enthusiastic  audience 
here — [ laughter ] — I  wish  you  were  here  to 
see  how  wonderful  this  audience  is  and  how 
concerned  this  audience  is.  However,  over 
the  last  20-year  period,  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  unwilling  to  spend  one 
single  dime  and  send  it  directly  to  those  of 
us  who  are  on  the  front  lines  that  you  men¬ 
tioned. 

In  the  Gulf  war  you  went  to  the  front 
lines  to  meet  with  the  troops  to  ensure  that 
they  had  the  necessary  tools  and  support  in 
order  to  win.  Can  we  count  on  you,  Mr. 
President,  in  your  new  budget  and  legisla¬ 
tive  agenda  to  provide  for  direct  assistance 
to  cities  and  towns? 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  simply  say 
that  from  an  overall  standpoint,  fighting  the 
Nation’s  drug  war  from  an  overall  stand¬ 
point,  Federal  funding  is  up  by  80  percent 
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since  I’ve  become  President,  80  percent,  to 
$11.7  billion.  I  think  it  is  $11.7  billion.  And 
nearly  $3  billion  will  go  to  State  and  local 
governments.  I  am  familiar  with  the  age-old 
argument  as  to  whether  the  Governors  get 
it  or  whether  the  mayors  get  it.  And  I’ve 
been  around  the  political  track  long  enough 
to  be  aware  of  it.  In  our  program,  we  are 
trying  to  recognize  this  and  trying  to  get 
the  job  done. 

Let  me  just  say,  though,  you  had  a  very 
pessimistic  assessment  of  where  the  matter 
stands.  And  there’s  plenty  of  reason  to  be 
pessimistic,  but  there’s  also  some  reason  to 
be  somewhat  optimistic.  Drug  use  amongst 
the  young  people  have  gone  off— this  awful 
cocaine  amongst  young  people  is  down  over 
the  last  2  years  by  something  like  11  per¬ 
cent.  The  war  isn’t  won,  but  progress  is 
being  made. 

We’re  working  with  a  media  campaign, 
all  private;  they’re  spending  a  million  a  day 
on  advertising  which  gets  right  into  your 
communities,  trying  to  educate  people 
against  the  use  of  drugs.  So  in  addition  to 
the  Government  money — that  means  the 
taxpayers’  money— in  addition  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  money,  there  is  a  lot  going  on. 
And  frankly,  if  you  canvassed  that  hall, 
though  everyone  could  use  more  funds  for 
fighting  drugs,  I  think  that  you’d  find  that  a 
lot  of  people  out  there  in  what  we  call  the 
volunteer  sector  are  doing  an  awful  lot. 
We’ve  honored  a  lot  of  them  here  at  the 
White  House,  and  I  am  terribly  impressed 
by  how  community  action  is  making  an 
enormous  contribution  to  the  fight  against 
drugs. 

But  yes,  in  our  budget  I  think  you’ll  see 
the  amount  of  money  I  said  for  State,  for 
local  governments,  and  I  also  think  that 
you’ll  see  what  I  would  think  is  pretty  full 
funding,  in  tough  financial  times  I  might 
add,  for  the  fight  against  drugs. 

Let  me  give  you  another  side  of  it  that  I 
think  is  important.  We’re  doing  better  on 
the  interdiction  side  as  well.  Much  better 
on  that.  And  then  you  mentioned  the  crime 
problem.  I  would  like  to  enlist  the  support 
of  everybody  in  that  room.  You  are  on  the 
front  line.  You  are  on  the  cutting  edge,  and 
I  d  like  to  enlist  your  support  for  a  tough,  a 
meaningful,  tough  anticrime  bill.  We’ve 
been  trying  to  get  that  through  Congress 


for  a  long,  long  time.  And  again,  let’s  put 
the  politics  aside  and  let’s  give  the  support 
that  we  need  to  the  police  officers  that  are 
out  there  on  the  beat. 

But  thank  you.  It  was  a  good  question. 

Q.  Thank  you  for  taking  time  to  be  with 
us,  and  thank  you  for  the  tree  you  planted  2 
years  ago  in  memory  of  Ryan  White.  It’s 
still  standing  in  downtown  Indianapolis. 

The  President  Is  it  growing,  though? 
[Laughter] 

Block  Grant  Program  for  Cities 

Q.  There’s  a  strong  feeling  here,  Mr. 
President,  that  when  the  cities  hurt,  Amer¬ 
ica  hurts,  and  when  the  cities  are  healthy, 
America  is  healthy.  Many  central  cities  and 
small  towns  are  facing  severe  fiscal  distress 
today.  Their  tax  bases  have  eroded  while 
poverty,  crime,  and  health  care  needs  and 
demands  have  accelerated. 

We  believe  the  idea  of  direct  assistance  to 
cities  and  towns  from  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  has  merit.  And  the  question  I  would 
ask  you,  sir,  is:  Can  we  prevail  upon  you  to 
consider  a  proposal  this  year  to  put  togeth¬ 
er  a  package  of  Federal  relief  for  unfunded 
mandates  and  targeted  fiscal  assistance  to 
cities  and  towns,  and  would  you  be  willing 
to  meet  with  a  group  of  local  officials  to 
discuss  this  subject? 

The  President  That  was  two  questions. 
Bill,  you  know,  and  I  don’t  know  whether 
you  helped  formulate  the  general  idea  of  an 
enormous  block  grant  proposal  that  we 
have;  it’s  about  finished.  What  we’ve  tried 
to  do  on  this  block  grant  proposal — I  be¬ 
lieve  it’s  in  the  $15  billion  range — was  to 
work  it  out  in  a  way  that  it  will  get  support 
in  the  Congress.  And  we’ve  tried  to  take 
into  consideration  some  of  the  congressional 
concerns  without  making  this  block  grant 
into  some  other  mandated  program  by 
having  a  lot  of  strings  attached. 

So,  we  are  finalizing  now — and  it  will  be 
ready  in  time  to  send  up  as  soon  as  Con¬ 
gress  goes  back — a  substantial  block  grant 
program  that  will  go  out  there  without 
strings  attached,  and  I  believe  it  will  get 
passed.  So,  I’m  very  interested  in  this.  It’s 
taken  a  long  time  to  get  the  legislation 
drafted  in  a  way  to  answer  some  of  the — 
well,  I’d  put  it  this  way — understandable 
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concerns  in  the  Congress.  But  we’re  going 
to  be  pushing  it,  and  it’s  going  to  be  a  part 
of  our  overall  economic  package. 

Inasmuch  as  you  made  the  request — and  I 
never  say  no  to  Hudnut,  that’s  my  motto — I 
think  it  would  be  useful  to  sit  down  with 
you  and  a  handful  of  others  that  you  might 
bring  into  the  White  House  to  talk  about 
these  problems. 

I  wasn’t  just,  as  we  say,  ‘‘blowing  smoke” 
when  I  made  my  remarks.  We  are  in  touch 
with  mayors.  We  had  the  mayor  of  New 
York  City  down  here  just  the  other  day. 
Wasn’t  heralded  as  a  great  public  relations 
event,  but  I  learned  from  that.  A  long  talk 
with  other  mayors  as  we  go  along. 

But  bring  them  in  here.  We  may  have  to 
wait  until  after  the  first  because  we’re 
going  off,  as  you  know,  coming  into  this 
marvelous  Christmas  season,  and  we  might 
all  need  a  little  bit  of  rest.  But  I’d  like  to  do 
it,  and  you  can  consider  this  a  formal  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  what  I  thought  was  a  relatively 
formalized  request. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  this  is  Glenda  Hood 
again,  and  we  accept  that,  and  we  will  be 
there  to  visit  with  you.  And  we  appreciate 
the  time  that  you  have  given  us  this  morn¬ 
ing.  We  want  to  work  with  you.  We’re 
counting  on  you,  as  you’re  counting  on  us. 
And  let  me,  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  delegates 
here  this  morning,  not  only  once  again 
thank  you  but  wish  you  and  Mrs.  Bush  a 
very  happy  holiday. 

The  President.  Well,  same  to  all  of  you. 
And  let  me  end  by  making  one  additional 
comment.  These  are  tough  times,  and 
there’s  a  lot  of  people  at  work  and  there’s 
an  unsatisfactory  number  of  people  out  of 
work.  A  lot  of  people  are  worried.  Their 
confidence  is  not  there.  And  they  worry 
about  tomorrow,  even  though  they  have  a 
job  today.  And  I  understand  all  that,  and 
we’re  going  to  try  in  the  State  of  the  Union 
Message  to  make  a  proposal  that  won’t 
make  matters  worse  out  of  good  intentions 
but  will  make  them  better  and  come  for¬ 
ward  with  a  strong  program  there.  I  believe 
we’ll  have  that.  I  hope  it  will  have  the  sup¬ 
port,  enthusiastic  support  across  party  lines, 
not  only  in  the  Congress  but  out  there. 

But  let  me  just  say  this  at  the  end  of  this 
year,  inasmuch  as  you  were  gracious  and 


really  kind  enough  to  wish  Barbara  and  me 
a  merry  Christmas.  You  know,  we  have  a 
lot  to  be  grateful  for  in  this  wonderful  coun¬ 
try  of  ours.  I  touched  on  the  hostage 
matter.  This  morning  I  had  a  long  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Boris  Yeltsin  over  in  Moscow,  and 
you  know  there’s  great  and  interesting 
change  going  on  there. 

But  the  underpinning  of  that  change  is 
freedom,  and  it  is  democracy,  and  it  is 
reform.  And  you  look  around  at  the  fact 
that  in  this  very  day  in  Washington  Arabs 
are  talking  to  Israelis,  something  that  might 
not  have  happened.  You  look  abroad  and 
you  see  the  newfound  credibility  of  the 
United  States  as  a  result  of  what  your  sons 
and  daughters  did  in  Desert  Storm.  The 
United  States  can  use  that  credibility  now 
to  get  into  these  foreign  markets  and  create 
jobs,  and  our  voice  is  more  credible  around 
the  world. 

So,  I  cannot  neglect  my  responsibilities 
for  world  peace,  for  managing  on  behalf  of 
the  only  superpower  in  the  world  that 
other  countries  look  to  not  just  for  that  but 
because  of  our  values.  I’m  not  going  to  for¬ 
sake  those  responsibilities.  But  I  am  going 
to  do  what  is  necessary  and  stay  involved 
with  you  at  that  level  that  I  know  so  well, 
in  order  to  try  to  help  alleviate  the  con¬ 
cerns  that  I  mentioned  in  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  that  the  American  people  have. 

Having  said  that,  we  have  a  lot  to  be 
grateful  for  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
And  thank  you  for  your  greetings,  and  Bar¬ 
bara  will  appreciate  it.  And  I  hope  that  you 
and  all  your  families  have  the  best  Christ¬ 
mas  ever  and  a  wonderfully  prosperous,  ex¬ 
citing,  forward-moving  1992.  Good  luck  to 
each  and  every  one  of  you.  And  thank  you 
for  letting  me  come  in  this  way. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:17  p.m.  from 
Room  459  of  the  Old  Executive  Office 
Building  to  the  annual  Congress  of  Cities, 
sponsored  by  the  National  League  of  Cities, 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas,  NV.  In  his  remarks, 
he  referred  to  Glenda  E.  Hood,  first  vice 
president  of  the  National  League  of  Cities; 
Ryan  White,  a  teenager  who  died  of  AIDS 
in  1990;  and  William  Hudnut,  mayor  of 
Indianapolis,  IN. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  the  Designation  of  Don  E. 
Newquist  as  Chairman  of  the  U.S.  International  Trade  Commission 
December  13,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker :  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  19  U.S.C. 
1330(cX1)9  this  is  to  notify  the  Congress  that 
I  have  designated  Don  E.  Newquist  as 
Chairman  of  the  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission,  effective  December  13, 
1991. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 


Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  a  Comprehensive 
Safeguards  Agreement  Between  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  the 
International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 
December  13,  1991 


The  President  has  congratulated  Presi¬ 
dents  Menem  and  Collor  for  their  states¬ 
manship  in  signing  a  comprehensive  safe¬ 
guards  agreement  with  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency  (IAEA).  Presidents 
Collor  and  Menem  have  shown  great 
energy  and  leadership  in  fulfilling  the  com¬ 
mitments  they  undertook  in  the  November 
1990  declaration  in  Foz  do  Iguacu  to 
devote  their  nuclear  programs  exclusively 
to  peaceful  purposes  and  to  submit  all  their 
nuclear  activities  to  IAEA  safeguards. 

This  action  will  contribute  greatly  to 
peace  and  stability  in  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere  and  throughout  the  world.  We  wish 


Presidents  Menem  and  Collor  continued 
success  as  they  work  toward  the  final  objec¬ 
tive  of  the  Iguacu  declaration:  The  full 
entry  into  force  of  the  Treaty  of  Tlatelolco 
in  their  national  territories.  We  call  on  all 
nations  that  need  to  take  steps  for  the 
treaty  to  enter  into  force  throughout  Latin 
America  to  do  so  at  an  early  date,  freeing 
the  continent  from  the  dangers  of  a  nuclear 
arms  race. 

Note:  The  statement  referred  to  President 
Carlos  Saul  Menem  of  Argentina  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Fernando  Collor  de  Mello  of  Brazil 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s 
Telephone  Conversation  With  Soviet  President  Gorbachev 
December  13 ,  1991 


President  Bush  spoke  by  telephone  this 
afternoon  with  President  Gorbachev  con¬ 
cerning  events  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
Republics.  The  nearly  30-minute  conversa¬ 
tion  ranged  over  several  issues  including 
the  economy,  the  status  of  the  Common¬ 


wealth  effort,  the  safety  of  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons,  and  other  issues.  President  Gorbachev 
assured  President  Bush  that  the  command 
and  control  system  for  nuclear  weapons  re¬ 
mains  secure.  President  Bush  had  received 
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similar  assurances  from  President  Yeltsin  in  guarantees,  direct  aid,  and  financial  assist- 
a  telephone  call  at  10:50  a.m.  this  morning,  ance  in  the  elimination  of  nuclear  weapons. 

President  Bush  assured  both  Presidents  of  President  Bush  emphasized  once  again  our 
support  for  humanitarian  and  medical  general  support  for  democratic  and  eco- 
needs.  He  summarized  the  United  States  nomic  reforms, 
program  of  support,  including  the  loan 


Letter  Accepting  the  Resignation 
of  Transportation 
December  13,  1991 

Dear  Sam: 

I  regret  that  the  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation  will  no  longer  have  the  benefit  of 
your  dynamic  leadership,  but  I  am  delight¬ 
ed  that  you  have  agreed  to  continue  to 
serve  in  my  Administration  as  Chief  of 
Staff. 

Your  hard  work  as  Secretary  of  Transpor¬ 
tation  has  produced  a  long  list  of  remarka¬ 
ble  accomplishments.  You  developed  a  com¬ 
prehensive  statement  of  National  Transpor¬ 
tation  Policy,  which  set  the  Department’s 
priorities  and  strategies  for  years  to  come. 
You  took  vigorous  steps  to  ensure  that 
America’s  commercial  aviation  system  will 
remain  safe  and  competitive.  You  shepherd¬ 
ed  landmark  aviation  and  surface  transpor¬ 
tation  legislation  through  the  halls  of  Con¬ 
gress.  You  persuaded  the  legislature  to  act 
swiftly  to  end  the  April  1991  national  rail¬ 
road  strike — a  strike  which,  had  it  persisted, 
might  have  brought  the  Nation’s  economy 
to  a  virtual  standstill.  And  you  masterfully 
managed  every  crisis  that  came  your  way: 
the  Eastern  Airlines  strike;  the  mammoth 
oil  spill  in  Prince  William  Sound;  Hurricane 
Hugo;  the  Loma  Prieta  earthquake  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  and  the  transportation  requirements 
of  Operations  Desert  Shield  and  Desert 
Storm. 

These  marvelous  accomplishments  are, 
however,  only  part  of  your  legacy.  Your 
well-known  personal  commitment  to  the 
106,000  employees  of  the  Department  of 
Transportation  has  improved  the  morale 
arid  efficiency  of  its  dedicated  work  force. 
Years  after  you  have  left  the  Department, 
that  commitment  will  continue  to  pay  divi¬ 
dends. 


of  Samuel  K.  Skinner  as  Secretary 


Barbara  and  I  deeply  appreciate  all  you 
have  done  for  my  Administration  and  look 
forward  to  having  you  at  our  side  in  the 
months  and  years  to  come. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 


Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  respectfully  submit  my  resignation  as 
Secretary  of  Transportation,  effective  De¬ 
cember  16,  1991.  It  has  been  a  great  honor 
to  serve  in  your  Cabinet,  and  I  look  forward 
to  working  even  more  closely  with  you  as 
your  Chief  of  Staff. 

These  have  been  challenging  times  at  the 
Department  of  Transportation,  and  the  De¬ 
partment  has  accomplished  a  great  deal 
under  your  leadership.  During  our  first  year 
we  developed  your  statement  of  National 
Transportation  Policy,  which  emphasized 
increased  investment  in  transportation  in¬ 
frastructure  and  greater  reliance  on  market 
principles.  In  the  second  year  we  passed 
the  most  comprehensive  aviation  legislation 
since  the  deregulation  of  the  airline  indus¬ 
try.  In  our  third  year  we  successfully  guided 
through  Congress  landmark  surface  trans¬ 
portation  legislation — legislation  that  will 
restructure  the  Nation’s  Federal  surface 
transportation  programs  for  the  post-inter¬ 
state  era  and  improve  America’s  productivi¬ 
ty  and  competitiveness  well  into  the  21st 
century. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Department  has,  at 
your  request,  successfully  responded  to  sev¬ 
eral  unforeseen  challenges.  We  put  in  place 
measures  to  improve  the  security  of  civil 
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aviation  in  the  wake  of  the  tragic  bombing 
of  Pan  American  flight  103.  When  Eastern 
Airlines’  employees  went  on  strike,  we 
sought  to  minimize  the  impact  on  the  trav¬ 
eling  public  and  to  ensure  that  safety  was 
not  adversely  affected.  We  managed  the 
massive  cleanup  of  the  oil  spill  in  Prince 
William  Sound.  We  provided  emergency  as¬ 
sistance  and  began  the  process  of  rebuilding 
after  Hurricane  Hugo  and  the  Loma  Prieta 
earthquake.  We  successfully  marshalled  the 
resources  of  the  aviation  and  maritime  sec¬ 
tors  in  support  of  Operations  Desert  Shield 
and  Desert  Storm.  And  we  worked  with 
Congress  to  pass  legislation  ending  a  nation¬ 
al  railroad  strike  just  18  hours  after  it  com¬ 
menced. 


I  will  be  forever  grateful  that  you  asked 
me  to  lead  the  dedicated  men  and  women 
of  the  Department  of  Transportation 
through  one  of  the  most  demanding  periods 
in  its  history.  Your  firm  commitment  to  our 
Nation’s  transportation  system  made  all  our 
successes  possible. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  an  honor  and  a 
privilege  to  serve  you. 

Sincerely, 

Samuel  K.  Skinner 

Note:  These  letters  were  made  available  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  Decem¬ 
ber  16  but  were  not  issued  as  White  House 
press  releases. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  Proclamation  Commemorating  the 
Bicentennial  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  in  Orange  County,  Virginia 
December  16,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  And  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  this  beautiful 
Virginia  day.  Let  me  first  thank  Mr.  Robert 
Bass  and  Mr.  Jack  Walter  of  the  National 
Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  for  hosting 
this  event.  And  we  are  fortunate  to  have 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  with  us, 
Manuel  Lujan.  I  understand  Virginia’s  two 
great  Senators  are  here,  John  Warner, 
Chuck  Robb;  Congressman  George  Allen; 
and  other  Members  of  Congress.  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  with  you  on  this  special  day. 

It’s  an  honor  to  be  here  with  the  people 
of  Orange  County,  for  this  is  the  communi¬ 
ty  that  nurtured  the  father  of  our  Constitu¬ 
tion,  James  Madison.  Citizens  of  this  county 
launched  Madison’s  political  career,  sending 
him  to  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates 
when  he  was  just  25  years  old.  In  1789, 
Orange  County,  almost  by  itself,  provided 
Madison’s  margin  of  victory  in  gaining  a 
seat  in  the  First  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Here  is  the  home  where  Madison  devel¬ 
oped  and  sustained  his  deep  love  of  liberty, 
of  religious  freedom,  economic  freedom,  in¬ 
tellectual  freedom.  Here  at  Montpelier, 
Madison  immersed  himself  in  the  historical 


and  philosophic  study  that  shaped  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  And  here  he  promised  his  con¬ 
stituents  he  would  work  to  enact  a  Bill  of 
Rights.  I  am  especially  pleased  to  announce 
that  our  fiscal  year  ’93  budget  will  seek  $1 
million  in  Federal  support  for  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  Montpelier. 

Two  hundred  years  ago  this  week,  the 
Virginia  General  Assembly  ratified  the  Bill 
of  Rights.  And  with  this  action,  three- 
fourths  of  the  States  had  approved  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  thus  making  it  a  part  of  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  Americans  have  celebrated  all  of 
1991  as  the  bicentennial  year  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  And  thanks  to  efforts  by  schools  and 
foundations  and  corporations,  government 
bodies,  active  individuals,  we’ve  marked  the 
year  with  many  outstanding  educational 
programs  including  a  national  tour  exhibit¬ 
ing  Virginia’s  own  original  copy  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights.  Next  year,  an  exhibit  on  the  Bill 
of  Rights  organized  by  the  U.S.  Information 
Agency,  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  the 
United  States  pavilion  at  the  Expo  in  Se¬ 
ville. 

Congress  has  resolved  that  we  observe 
the  Bill  of  Rights  bicentennial  with  a  Year 
of  Thanksgiving  for  the  Blessings  of  Liberty. 
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As  a  gesture  of  my  esteem  for  James  Madi¬ 
son  and  his  home  community,  I  am  signing 
here  at  Montpelier  the  Presidential  procla¬ 
mation  of  this  bicentennial  celebration. 

May  God  bless  all  of  you,  and  may  He 
always  keep  the  American  people  free  and 
dedicated  to  Madison’s  ideals  of  a  just  socie¬ 
ty- 

Thank  you  all  very  much,  and  now  I  will 


sign  this  proclamation. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:48  a.m .  In 
his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Robert  Bass,  and 
Jack  Walter,  chairman,  and  president  of  the 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation. 
The  proclamation  entitled  “Year  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  for  the  Blessings  of  Liberty”  is  listed 
in  Appendix  E  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  Commemorating  the  Bicentennial  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  at  Montpelier  in  Orange  County,  Virginia 
December  16,  1991 


Thank  you,  Senator  Warner,  for  those 
very  kind  words.  And  let  me  thank  Robert 
Bass  and  Jack  Walter  of  the  National  Trust 
for  Historic  Preservation  for  hosting  this 
event,  indeed  a  historic  event  and  a  won¬ 
derful  one  to  attend.  We  re  fortunate  to 
have  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  with  us, 
Manuel  Lujan  over  here.  Virginia  is  fortu¬ 
nate,  I  think,  to  have  two  great  Senators, 
both  friends  of  the  Bush  family,  and  I  men¬ 
tioned  John  and  Chuck  Robb  sitting  over 
here.  Senator  Strom  Thurmond  is  with  us; 
and  also  the  new  Congressman,  George 
Allen;  from  Virginia  and  my  old  friend  and 
classmate  in  the  House  of  Representatives — 
we  didn’t  like  that  remark  about  it,  John — 
[laughter] — John  Paul  Hammerschmidt  over 
here.  And  other  Members  that  might  be 
with  us  today. 

And  may  I  single  out  my  luncheon  part¬ 
ner,  Mrs.  Smith,  whose  commitment  to 
Montpelier  is  contagious.  It  didn’t  keep  me 
from  eating  that  excessively  high-calorie 
dessert — [ laughter ] — nor  push  away  from 
the  chicken,  but  I  learned  a  lot  about  Mont¬ 
pelier,  and  I  go  away  even  more  enthused 
than  I  thought  I  possibly  could  be  when  I 
came  down  here  today. 

I  hesitate  to  give  a  serious  speech  about 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  looking  around  the  room 
with  all  the  lawyers  and  experts,  people 
who  understandably  have  great  pride  in 
Virginia’s  contribution  to  the  history  of  this 
Nation.  But  I’ll  try  anyway. 

We  are  here  in  the  pastoral  beauty  of 
Virginia’s  Piedmont  to  celebrate  200  years 


since  the  Virginia  Assembly  ratified  the  first 
10  amendments  to  the  Constitution.  This 
action  brought  into  force  our  Bill  of  Rights. 

It  is  fitting  that  we  meet  at  the  home  of 
James  Madison,  framer  of  the  Constitution, 
architect  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  In  Madison 
we  honor  a  learned  man  with  a  scholar’s 
appreciation  for  political  philosophy.  We  re¬ 
member  also  a  practical  politician  whose 
skill  and  leadership  helped  persuade  the 
free  people  of  America  to  embrace  the 
Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  as  our 
basis  for  government. 

I  want  to  thank  the  National  Trust  and 
others  who  have  worked  to  organize  this 
fitting  commemoration.  The  trust,  which 
administers  this  beautiful  estate,  deserves 
the  highest  praise  for  its  innovative  plan  to 
make  Montpelier  a  living  center  for  consti¬ 
tutional  studies.  And  I  will  repeat  what  I 
said  out  here:  I  am  pleased  that  our  fiscal 
year  1993  budget  requests  $1  million  in 
Federal  support  for  the  restoration  of  Mont¬ 
pelier. 

I  am  honored  to  welcome  some  very  spe¬ 
cial  guests,  legal  scholars  and  statesmen 
from  Eastern  and  Central  European  nations 
which  have  won  new  freedom.  I  want  to 
take  this  occasion  also  to  say  that  an  exhibit 
on  the  Bill  of  Rights  will  be  the  centerpiece 
of  the  U.S.  pavilion  at  next  year’s  Expo  in 
Seville. 

The  ideas  and  action  of  the  American 
founders  were  rooted  deeply  in  human 
nature  and  experience.  Though  200  years 
have  passed,  the  understandings  on  which 
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our  Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights  are 
based  still  make  a  reliable  guide.  Whether 
the  issue  is  health  care  or  protection  of  the 
environment,  the  proper  roles  of  parents 
and  the  state  in  educating  our  young,  or  the 
rise  of  interest  groups  and  their  power  in 
lawmaking  and  litigation,  we  can  make 
sound  decisions  today  if  we  heed  the  wise 
counsel  imparted  by  our  founders. 

Two  centuries  ago,  our  new  Republic  was 
free  and  dynamic  and  hopeful  and  growing. 
Our  founders  were  determined  to  preserve 
those  qualities.  But  as  Madison  observed, 
“men  are  not  angels.”  The  framers  of  our 
Constitution  confronted  problems  not 
unlike  those  that  the  Central  and  Eastern 
European  constitution  writers  face  today. 
The  framers  had  to  grapple  with  ethnic  and 
religious  differences,  regional  interests, 
issues  of  where  power  should  lie  and  of  how 
to  contain  conflict.  Madison  saw  such  prob¬ 
lems  of  faction  as  the  greatest  threat  to  our 
national  survival. 

The  men  who  gathered  to  write  the  Con¬ 
stitution  were  businessmen,  farmers,  and 
lawyers,  mostly  in  their  thirties  and  forties. 
And  they  had  a  passion  for  learning.  They 
mastered  the  state  of  the  art  in  engineering 
and  agricultural  sciences.  And  they  steeped 
themselves  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Greek  and 
Roman  classics,  in  the  faith  and  philosophy 
of  the  Judeo-Christian  tradition.  Neither 
cynical  nor  naive,  they  held  a  hopeful  and 
pragmatic  vision.  Having  seen  human 
nature  in  the  public  square,  they  experi¬ 
enced  both  its  frailty  and  its  aspirations. 

The  framers  sought  to  strengthen  civil  so¬ 
ciety  by  encouraging  public  habits  of  free¬ 
dom,  justice,  and  cooperation.  And  they 
worked  to  give  us  a  charter  that  would 
serve,  as  Madison  put  it,  “not  only  to  guard 
the  society  against  the  oppression  of  its 
rulers,  but  to  guard  one  part  of  the  society 
against  the  injustice  of  the  other  part.” 

The  framers  had  the  humble  genius  to 
recognize  that  manmade  laws  and  govern¬ 
ment  are  not  a  panacea  for  human  prob¬ 
lems.  They  believed  law  and  government, 
like  good  medicine,  should  seek  first  and 
foremost  to  do  no  harm.  Taxation,  public 
works,  civil  litigation,  law  enforcement  ac¬ 
tivity  are  part  of  the  framework  of  a  just 
and  civil  society.  They  do  give  health  to  the 
social  organization  when  provided  in  small, 


measured,  and  necessary  doses.  But  when 
taken  needlessly  or  to  excess,  such  medicine 
could  sicken  or  kill  a  society. 

The  Constitution,  therefore,  became  pri¬ 
marily  a  plan  for  uniting  the  Nation  while 
preventing  concentration  of  power  and  pre¬ 
serving  the  inalienable  rights  and  liberties 
of  individuals.  The  framers  were  so  commit¬ 
ted  to  this  ideal  that  they  decided  after 
signing  the  Constitution  to  add  a  Bill  of 
Rights,  to  impose  clear  and  stark  limits  on 
the  exercise  of  Government  power. 

The  Federal  system  seeks  to  keep  govern¬ 
ment  close  to  the  people  whenever  practi¬ 
cal,  in  the  States  and  not  in  the  Nation’s 
Capital.  Within  the  National  Government 
we  have  our  system  of  checks  and  balances, 
with  powers  shared  among  the  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  branches.  The  judici¬ 
ary’s  independence  is  vital  to  any  country’s 
governance  by  the  rule  of  law. 

The  founders  believed  freedom  was  the 
key  to  economic  as  well  as  social  well-being. 
They  made  the  Constitution  a  powerful 
legal  instrument  for  economic  opportunity 
and  growth.  I  do  not  believe  our  Republic 
could  have  survived,  much  less  could  it 
have  prospered,  without  the  commerce 
clause  preventing  the  States  from  setting  up 
trade  barriers  one  against  the  other. 
Through  the  takings  clause  and  the  due 
process  clause,  the  Bill  of  Rights  protects 
people’s  earnings  and  property. 

The  genius  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  that  it 
limits  its  attention  to  truly  important  things 
and  to  things  over  which  a  just  and  limited 
government  can  exercise  some  actual  con¬ 
trol.  Two  centuries  ago,  just  as  now,  politics 
tempted  some  to  take  flight  from  modera¬ 
tion  and  realism.  Edmund  Burke  com¬ 
plained  at  the  time  of  those  who  “are  so 
taken  up  with  their  theories  about  the 
rights  of  man  that  they  have  totally  forgot¬ 
ten  his  nature.” 

The  framers,  however,  were  practical 
men.  They  gave  us  not  a  declaration  of 
rights  but  a  Bill  of  Rights,  not  a  piece  of 
propaganda  but  a  set  of  legally  enforceable 
constraints  on  government.  Most  important, 
they  drafted  a  Bill  of  Rights  that  reflected 
the  higher  nature  and  the  aspirations  of  the 
American  people,  a  bill  that  grew  out  of  the 
American  character,  not  one  grafted  onto  it 
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for  the  sake  of  some  abstract  theory. 

There's  a  lesson  in  this  for  today's  writers 
of  national  constitutions  and  international 
treaties,  some  of  whom  are  with  us  today. 
Today,  one  often  hears  the  concept  of  rights 
attached  to  specific  social  services  or  mate¬ 
rial  standards  of  living.  The  framers,  howev¬ 
er,  did  not  elevate  acquisition  of  even  the 
most  vital  goods  and  services  to  the  status 
of  rights.  They  trusted  people  to  make  the 
most  of  their  liberty  and  to  respond  to  the 
challenge  of  assuming  responsibility  for 
themselves,  their  families,  their  communi¬ 
ties,  and  their  government.  And  they  un¬ 
derstood  that  paternalism  is  just  a  sugar- 
coated  tyranny. 

Madison  was  his  era's  greatest  champion 
of  freedom  of  conscience.  It  is  appropriate, 
therefore,  that  the  very  first  article  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  guarantees  Americans’  free¬ 
dom  to  worship,  to  assemble,  to  speak,  and 
to  publish.  Today,  respect  for  the  founders’ 
ideals  of  freedom  of  conscience  still  drives 
us  as  we  seek  to  restore  the  freedom  of 
voluntary  prayer  in  the  public  schools.  It 
still  guides  us  in  such  efforts  as  protecting 
the  rights  of  parents  to  choose  schools  and 
facilities  for  child  care. 

The  Bill  of  Rights  offers  a  highly-devel¬ 
oped  system  of  protection  for  persons 
facing  criminal  charges.  The  Bill  protects 
suspects  from  arbitrary  search  and  seizure. 
The  Bill  respects  the  human  dignity  of 
criminals  convicted  of  even  the  most  hei¬ 
nous  offenses  by  banning  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment.  The  protections  of  personal 
rights,  the  safeguards  against  arbitrary  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  military  against  private  proper¬ 
ty,  and  the  guarantee  of  the  right  to  keep 
and  bear  arms  have  enhanced  the  public’s 
respect  for  our  law  enforcement  and  mili¬ 
tary  authorities.  They  protected  our  people 
from  government  abuses  that  were 
common  in  the  1 8th  century  and  that  per¬ 
sist  in  some  countries  today. 

The  final  articles  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  as¬ 
serts  that  the  central  Government  should 
have  no  powers  other  than  those  explicitly 
given  it  by  the  Constitution.  All  other 
powers  belong  to  the  people  or,  where  gov¬ 
ernment  is  necessary,  to  States.  It  is  this 
principle  that  leads  us  today  to  look  first  not 
to  big  government  but  to  the  incentives 
and  efficiency  of  free  markets  in  addressing 


such  problems  as  protecting  the  environ¬ 
ment. 

For  all  the  pride  we  should  take  in  our 
Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights,  this  must 
not  be  an  occasion  simply  for  self-congratu¬ 
lation.  Indeed,  if  Madison  could  speak  to  us 
today,  I  think  I  have  a  good  idea  of  what  he 
would  ask.  He  would  ask:  Are  American 
citizens  and  their  leaders  still  living  true  to 
the  framers’  legacy  of  limited  government 
and  ordered  freedom?  Are  Americans  still 
fighting  to  expand  the  frontiers  of  liberty? 

As  we  begin  our  third  century  under  the 
protections  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  I  urge  my 
fellow  Americans  to  focus  on  our  Madison¬ 
ian  legacies  in  need  of  renewal. 

The  first  is  limited  government.  In  many 
quarters,  various  groups  have  tried  to  re¬ 
place  our  founders'  vision  with  a  vision  of 
pervasive  government.  I  simply  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  framers  envisioned  that  the 
central  Government  would  spend  a  quarter 
of  the  gross  national  product  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

Second  is  protection  of  property  rights. 
The  takings  clause  in  the  fifth  amendment 
is  based  on  a  liberating  political  insight:  A 
person's  property  serves  as  a  bulwark  of  in¬ 
dividual  liberty  and  that  government  must 
pay  a  fair  price  whenever  it  takes  private 
property  for  public  use.  By  protecting  a 
worker's  earnings  and  savings,  a  family’s 
home,  or  a  small  businessman’s  stake  from 
unfair  confiscation  or  ruinous  overregula¬ 
tion,  this  principle  seeks  to  protect  the 
whole  of  society  from  gluttonous  govern¬ 
ment. 

Third  is  equal  application  of  the  laws.  It 
was  alien  to  Madison’s  ideals  that  legislators 
would  exempt  themselves  from  laws  they 
impose  on  everyone  else.  He  made  this  ex¬ 
plicit  in  the  famous  Federalist  Paper 
Number  57.  Laws  that  do  not  apply  equally 
to  everyone  offend  the  fundamental  sense 
of  American  justice  and  fairness,  and  they 
threaten  the  public  trust  upon  which  free 
government  depends. 

And  finally,  we  must  renew  our  protec¬ 
tion  against  the  destructive  forces  of  what 
Madison  called  factions.  Factions,  not  the 
States  or  regions  but  what  we  today  call 
special  interest  groups.  That  is  why  I  urge 
sweeping  reform  of  our  campaign  finance 
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laws.  And  that’s  why  I  urge  profound 
reform  of  Congress’s  cumbersome  commit¬ 
tee  system  and  its  vast  and  powerful  staffs. 
Unreformed,  these  systems  support  selfish 
lobbying  and  pressure  groups  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  true  popular  sovereignty.  And 
that’s  why  I  also  seek  comprehensive 
reform  of  our  tort  law  system,  to  rein  in  the 
excessive  litigation  that  is  draining  our 
economy  and  straining  our  national  civility. 

If  we  fail  to  heed  Madison’s  warning 
against  faction,  we  will  reap  a  whirlwind  of 
social  conflict,  litigiousness,  and  coercive 
Government  action.  It’s  up  to  us  to  choose: 
Do  we  want  to  live  in  freedom  and  harmo¬ 
ny,  or  will  we  become  slaves  to  factional 
feuds  pitting  women  against  men,  race 
against  race,  every  sort  of  fevered  single¬ 
issue  activist  against  the  common  good? 

The  Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights 
have  endured  for  200  years,  far  longer  than 
most  nations’  charters  for  government.  And 
they’ve  enabled  us,  10  generations  of  Amer¬ 
icans,  to  govern  ourselves  and  keep  our¬ 
selves  free.  Their  greatness  is  that  they  har¬ 
monize  our  national  law  with  American 


civic  virtues:  hard  work,  commitment  to 
family,  commitment  to  community,  post¬ 
ponement  of  gratification  for  the  sake  of 
larger  and  longer  term  good.  They  are  not 
simply  dry  ink  markings  on  a  brittle,  old 
parchment;  they  are  the  spirit  that  animates 
the  American  Nation.  This  spirit  will  keep 
America  alive  for  new  generations  only  if 
each  of  us  renews  the  habits  of  liberty  and 
justice.  The  Republic  that  Madison  gave  us 
will  live  for  years  to  come  only  if  we  keep 
our  culture  committed  to  the  civic  virtues 
that  he  cherished. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  permitting  me 
to  join  you  on  this  historic  occasion.  And 
may  God  bless  you  in  this  important  work 
of  cultural  preservation.  And  may  God  bless 
our  country  at  this  very  special  time  of  the 
year.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:30  p.m .  In 
his  remarks ,  he  referred  to  Robert  Bass  and 
Jack  Walter,  chairman  and  president  of  the 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  and 
Joan  Smith,  member  of  the  board  of  trust¬ 
ees. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  Revocation  of 
Resolution  3379  by  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
December  16,  1991 


We  welcome  today’s  vote  in  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  to  revoke  the 
1975  determination  that  equated  Zionism 
with  racism.  The  United  States  rejected  this 
determination  from  the  day  it  was  passed 
because  it  branded  as  illegitimate  the  na¬ 
tional  aspirations  of  the  Jewish  people  and 
the  national  existence  of  Israel.  This  action 
also  worked  to  undermine  the  UN’s  moral 
standing  and  its  ability  to  contribute  to 
peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  President  is  gratified  that  his  call  for 
repeal  in  his  speech  to  the  UNGA  in  Sep¬ 
tember  has  now  received  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  support  of  the  international  community. 
We  commend  those  governments  that  co¬ 
sponsored  or  supported  this  resolution,  and 
we  salute  the  United  Nations.  Today’s  vote 
has  enhanced  the  UN’s  credibility  and 


serves  the  interests  of  peace  that  have  been 
advanced  significantly  by  the  Madrid  con¬ 
ference  and  subsequent  bilateral  negotia¬ 
tions. 

Prime  Minister  Shamir  called  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  express  his  gratitude  for  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  efforts  to  revoke  the  determination. 
The  Prime  Minister  said  the  Jewish  people 
are  grateful  for  the  President’s  leadership 
and  rejoice  in  the  outcome  of  the  UN  vote. 

Last  Friday  and  again  today,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  spoke  with  Dutch  Prime  Minister  and 
EC  Council  President  Ruud  Lubbers.  On 
Saturday,  he  spoke  with  Chancellor  Kohl 
and  today  with  Prime  Minister  Major. 
These  conversations  centered  on  GATT  and 
the  Uruguay  round.  All  the  leaders  agreed 
on  the  need  to  achieve  a  successful  conclu¬ 
sion  to  the  round  and  reaffirmed  their 


1616 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Dec.  17 


countries’  efforts  in  this  direction. 

In  addition,  the  President  spoke  with 
President  Mitterrand  on  Sunday  concerning 
GATT  and  the  Uruguay  round.  They  also 
discussed  the  situation  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  Republics  and  the  United  States’ 
call  for  an  international  conference.  The 


President  noted  that  the  United  States  will 
continue  working  with  and  consulting  with 
all  its  allies  on  humanitarian  needs  for  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  Republics.  The  two 
also  discussed  the  situation  in  Yugoslavia 
and  the  need  to  work  urgently  for  an  end 
to  the  violence. 


Presidential  Determination  No.  92-9 — Memorandum  on  Assistance 
for  Yugoslav  Refugees 
December  16,  1991 


Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  State 

Subject:  Migration  and  Refugee  Assistance 
for  Yugoslav  Refugees 
Pursuant  to  section  2(cXl)  of  the  Migra¬ 
tion  and  Refugee  Assistance  Act  of  1962,  as 
amended,  22  U.S.C.  2601(cXl),  I  determine 
that  it  is  important  to  the  national  interest 
that  up  to  $7,000,000  be  made  available 
from  the  U.S.  Emergency  Refugee  and  Mi¬ 
gration  Assistance  Fund  (the  Fund)  to  meet 
unexpected  urgent  needs  of  refugees  and 
other  displaced  persons  resulting  from  the 
civil  conflict  in  Yugoslavia.  These  funds  may 
be  used  to  provide  U.S.  contributions  to  the 
United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Ref¬ 
ugees,  the  International  Committee  of  the 
Red  Cross,  other  international  organiza¬ 


tions,  governments  and  governmental  orga¬ 
nizations,  and  private  voluntary  organiza¬ 
tions,  as  required. 

You  are  authorized  and  directed  to 
inform  the  appropriate  committees  of  the 
Congress  of  this  determination  and  the  obli¬ 
gation  of  funds  under  this  authority  and  to 
publish  this  memorandum  in  the  Federal 
Register. 

George  Bush 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter,  January  2 ,  1992] 

Note :  This  memorandum  was  released  by 
the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1 7. 


Exchange  With  Reporters  Prior  to 
David  Levi  of  Israel 
December  17,  1991 

Repeal  of  U.N.  Resolution  3379 

The  President.  It  was  very  significant.  It 
was  an  action  that  I  think  will  make  the 
United  Nations  much  more  effective.  And  it 
is  long  overdue.  And  that  resolution 
shouldn’t  have  been  passed  in  the  first 
place,  but  I  think  we  all  heralded  the  repeal 
of  it,  and  I  know  it  was  a  great  day  for 
Israel  as  well  as  for  the  United  States  and 
many,  many  other  countries.  So,  we’re  very 
pleased.  And  I  had  a  lovely  call  from  Prime 


Meeting  With  Foreign  Minister 


Minister  Shamir  about  it  yesterday  after¬ 
noon. 

Middle  East  Peace  Talks 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  to  prod  the  peace 
talks,  Mr.  President?  They  seem  to  be  on 
dead  center. 

The  President  We’re  going  to  talk  about 
that  in  a  minute,  so  I  won’t  take  any  ques¬ 
tions.  We  unfortunately  have  a  short 
amount  of  time  here.  But  I’ve  been  looking 
forward  to - 
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The  Economy 

Q.  Could  you  comment  on  the  polls  and 
the  economy,  sir? 

The  President  Oh,  you  know  me,  I  don’t 
comment  on  polls.  But  on  the  economy, 
we’ve  got  to  get  it  straightened  out.  Every¬ 
body  has  to  pitch  in  and  get  that  going.  But 
no  polling.  We’re  not  going  to  live  or  die  by 
polls. 

Q.  What  about  the  fact  that - 

The  President  No,  I  said  no  more.  Hey, 
you  didn’t  hear  what  I  said,  Rita  [Rita  Bea¬ 
mish,  Associated  Press]?  I’m  not  going  to 
take  any  more. 

Q.  What  about  the  fact  that - 

The  President  No,  you  didn’t  hear  what  I 


told  Rita.  [Laughter] 

Thank  you  very  much,  though.  Welcome, 
everybody.  It’s  a  great  day,  and  we’re  very 
pleased  to  see  you. 

Q.  It  sounds  like  you’re  giving  the  polls  a 
new — you’ve  taken  a  new  look. 

0  None  of  the  Arab  countries  in  the 
peace  process,  however,  joined  with  the 
United  States  in  fighting  the  resolution.  Do 
you  have  a  reaction  to  that? 

The  President.  Some  have  a  little  difficul¬ 
ty  hearing. 

Note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:04  a.m.  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  A  tape 
was  not  available  for  verification  of  the 
content  of  this  exchange . 


Remarks  on  Welcoming  Prime  Minister  Anan  Panyarachun  of 
Thailand 


December  17 '  1991 

May  I  simply  say  to  the  journalists  from 
Thailand,  particularly,  what  a  joy  it  is  for 
me  to  receive  this  Prime  Minister,  a  friend 
of  long  standing.  The  friendship  goes  back 
some  15  years.  He  was  a  most  respected 
figure  back  then  in  the  United  Nations,  and 
he’s  now  a  most  respected  figure  on  the 


world  scene.  So  this  is  a  joy  today  for  us. 
Thank  you  all  very  much  for  coming. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:45  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  A 
tape  was  not  available  for  verification  of 
the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Teleconference  Remarks  on  the  New  Hampshire  2000  Education 
Initiative 

December  17,  1991 


The  President.  Hello. 

Governor  Gregg.  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Judd,  can  you  hear  me? 

Governor  Gregg.  Absolutely.  Very  well. 

The  President.  Well,  you  sound  like  you’re 
right  next  door  here. 

Governor  Gregg.  Well,  the  wonders  of 
communication. 

The  President.  The  wonders.  But  listen,  I 
just  wanted  to  check  in  with  you  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  what  I  understand  from 
Lamar  s  people  is  a  fantastic  team  that 
you’ve  put  together  there  in  terms  of  New 


Hampshire  2000,  this  educational,  national 
education  program,  but  with  your  putting 
the  proper  emphasis  on  it  for  State  and 
local  and  all  of  that.  And  I  just  really 
wanted  to  first  hear  how  it’s  going  because 
I  understand  you’ve  got  your  commissioners 
there  and  the  local  superintendent  and  the 
local  assistant  superintendent  and  a  princi¬ 
pal,  plus  some  other  friends,  all  of  which  I 
think  puts  the  proper  emphasis  on  this 
whole  program. 

But  from  your  standpoint,  how  is  it 
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going? 

Governor  Gregg.  Mr.  President,  first  I’d 
like  to  have  all  these  kids  here — we’ve  got  a 
big  crowd  of  kids  here — all  the  Derry  kids 
say  hello  to  you. 

Can  you  folks  say,  “Hello,  Mr.  President”? 

[At  this  point,  the  group  greeted  the  Presi¬ 
dent.] 

The  President.  Go,  Derry.  Go,  Derry. 
[Laughter] 

Governor  Gregg.  I  don’t  think  we  even 
needed  a  telephone  line  for  you  to  hear 
that  down - 

The  President.  No,  I  heard  it  outside  as 
well  as  in. 

Governor  Gregg.  We’re  doing  very  well 
up  here.  Derry’s  got  an  extremely  ener¬ 
gized  program  for  going  to  a  year-round 
school  proposal  with  some  extraordinarily 
interesting  ideas.  And  we’re  very  excited 
about  that  initiative.  We’ve  got  a  lot  of 
other  initiatives  going  on  in  this  State  in  the 
area  of  trying  to  increase  awareness  and 
activity  in  education.  We  recognize  as  a 
region,  and  especially  New  Hampshire  rec¬ 
ognizes,  that  education  and  well-educated 
kids  and  adults,  quite  honestly,  are  absolute¬ 
ly  critical  for  our  ability  to  be  competitive 
in  the  world. 

And  so,  we  just  want  to  thank  you  and 
certainly  Secretary  Alexander  for  taking  the 
personal  interest  that  you’ve  taken  in  New 
Hampshire  by  making  this  call  and  having 
Secretary  Alexander  come  up  here  to  talk 
to  us  about  your  2000  program. 

The  President.  I’m  delighted  he’s  there. 
And  I  don’t  have  to  say  this  to  make  his 
ears  burn,  but  he  is  doing  a  superb  job 
across  the  whole  country.  First  place,  he’s 
assembled  a  great  team  here.  But  I  think 
even  more  important,  with  the  help  of  the 
Governors,  yourself  included,  I  think  with 
our  education  goals  and  now  this  America 
2000  program,  we’re  doing  something  posi¬ 
tive.  We’re  doing  something  new.  It  gets  all 
across  party  lines.  It’s  not  Democrat  or  Re¬ 
publican,  as  you  know.  And  I’m  just  delight¬ 
ed  that  you  are  taking  this — not  surprised 
but  delighted  that  you  are  taking  this  lead¬ 
ership  role  up  there  on  this  important  work. 

And  let  me  say  this:  This  is  a  time  when 
the  country  is  hurting,  and  I  know  your 
State  is,  in  terms  of  the  economy.  And 


when  people  are  hurting,  why,  we  want  to 
do  everything  we  possibly  can  do.  And  this 
education  program,  though  it  is  not  of  what 
you  call  short-term  benefit,  it  is  a  wonderful 
guarantor  for  the  future  that  every  kid  in 
New  Hampshire  is  going  to  have  the  best 
opportunity  to  compete  in  a  very  difficult 
world. 

In  the  meantime,  we’ve  got  to  do  what 
we  can  here  to  stimulate  the  economy,  get 
it  going.  But  I  look  at  education  as  a  key  to 
the  entire  future  of  this  country.  And  that’s 
why  I  feel  as  enthusiastic  as  I  do  about  this 
program. 

I  might  ask  you  to  do  me  a  favor  and  lean 
over — is  Lamar  sitting  right  there? 

Governor  Gregg.  No,  unfortunately,  he’s 
not. 

The  President.  Well,  if  you  see  him - 

Governor  Gregg.  Oh,  here  he  is,  right 
here.  I’m  sorry.  You  snuck  in  on  me. 
[Laughter]  Here  he  is. 

The  President.  Well,  I’d  like  just  to  ask 
you  to  ask  him,  to  give  him  a  little  home¬ 
work  there,  and  tell  him  that  I  really  want 
to  personally  keep  up  with  your  progress. 
You  and  I,  I’m  sure,  will  continue  to  be  in 
touch,  but  I  just  would  like  to  hear  from  our 
education  experts  the  innovation  that  New 
Hampshire  brings  to  this,  the  local  expertise 
that  you’re  going  to  bring  to  bear  on  all  of 
these  problems,  and  to  keep  us  informed 
here  in  the  White  House  of  your  progress.  I 
know  it  will  be  good.  But  Lamar,  if  you’re 
listening,  please  take  that  on  as  a  personal 
request  from  the  President. 

Governor  Gregg.  He  says  he  will  dutifully 
do  that,  and  we  expect  to  be  able  to  submit 
a  straight-A  report  card  from  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  hopefully.  And  I  couldn’t  agree  with 
you  more  that  your  emphasis  on  education 
as  being  one  of  the  keys  to  getting  our 
economy  to  turn  around  and,  in  the  long 
run,  is  absolutely  essential  for  us  to  be  com¬ 
petitive  as  a  State,  certainly  as  a  Nation. 

The  President.  Well,  you  mentioned  long 
run,  but  we’re  working  to  bring  around 
shortrun  decisive  action  that  will  identify 
with  the  people  out  there  that  are  hurting. 
Your  State  is  suffering,  and  I  know  it.  I  can 
feel  it.  In  a  sense.  I’m  a  neighbor  there.  But 
I  believe  we  just  have  to  stay  involved  in 
the  shortest  run  possible  to  help  people 
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who  are  hurting.  But  I  also  feel  that  this 
education  initiative  can  be  very,  very  stimu¬ 
lative,  as  you  point  out,  and  so  please  keep 
up  the  good  work. 

I  understand  that  our  man  Bill  Zeliff,  a 
great  Congressman,  is  with  you.  Is  that 
true? 

Governor  Gregg.  Absolutely.  He’s  sitting 
right  with  us. 

The  President  How’s  he  behaving? 

Governor  Gregg.  He  says  hello  to  you, 
too,  Mr.  President. 

The  President  And  Jack  Dowd,  give  him 
my  best.  And  I  understand  Representative 
Pat  Skinner  is  there,  and  we  know  each 
other.  So  I  really  want  to  wish  you  well  and 
just  say  thanks  for  what  you’re  doing  and 
please  keep  up  your  leadership. 

And  to  those  wonderful  kids  in  Derry, 
you  do  absolutely  everything  that  your 
teachers  and  principals  tell  you  to  do.  And 
you’re  working  in  a  great  State  there  with  a 
great  Governor,  and  we’re  going  to  help. 
We  are  going  to  be  a  part  of  the  answer  in 


terms  of  educational  reform  in  this  country. 

So,  God  bless  you  all.  And  may  I  say  as 
I’m  looking  at  the  Christmas  tree  in  the 
Oval  Office  with  the  cookies  on  it  and  pres¬ 
ents  already  under  the  tree,  I  hope  each 
and  every  one  of  you  kids  in  Derry  have  a 
wonderful,  Merry  Christmas. 

Governor  Gregg.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent.  I  think  they  want  to  say  good-bye  to 
you. 

Can  everybody  say,  “Bye,  Mr.  President”? 

[At  this  point ;  the  group  said  goodbye  to 
the  President.] 

The  President.  Over  and  out. 

Governor  Gregg.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  Good-bye. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:05  p.m. 
from  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Jack  Dowd, 
mayor  of  Derry,  NH,  and  Pat  Skinner, 
chairperson  of  the  education  committee  in 
the  New  Hampshire  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives. 


Interview  With  Bill  Beutel  of  WABC-TV  in  New  York  City 

December  17 '  1991 


The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  know  you  don’t  ad¬ 
dress  polls,  but  you  are  aware  of  the  one 
that  came  out  today  saying  that  your  popu¬ 
larity,  your  approval  rating,  is  lower  than  it 
has  been  since  you’ve  been  President.  It 
blames  the  low  approval  rating  on  the  re¬ 
cession  which  the  White  House  admits  now 
is  continuing.  As  you  probably  know,  in 
New  York  City  nothing  is  more  important 
than  the  economy  right  now.  Has  the  time 
come,  sir,  for  the  administration  to  jump- 
start,  to  try  at  least  to  jump-start  the  econo¬ 
my? 

The  President.  Absolutely.  And  we’ve 
been  trying,  but  the  time  has  come  to  try 
again.  And  the  economy  is  in  trouble.  It’s 
sluggish.  It  has  not  responded  the  way  all 
the  experts  felt  it  would,  all  the  economists 
last  summer.  And  so  the  answer  is  to  try 
again,  and  I  would  call  it  try  again  for  our 


growth  package  plus  additions. 

So  one  of  the  things  we’ve  done  already  is 
to  free  up  some  $9.7  billion  worth  of  spend¬ 
ing  that  would  have  come  later  in  the  year, 
try  to  use  that  to  jump-start  it.  We’ll  have 
some  other  new  ideas  for  the  State  of  the 
Union  Message.  But  absolutely,  people  are 
hurting,  and  I  am  trying  to  help.  What  I’m 
going  to  try  to  do,  Bill,  is  to  get  up  and  over 
the  heads  of  the  Congress,  if  you  will,  and 
take  my  case  to  the  American  people  in  the 
State  of  the  Union.  And  I  think  there’s 
some  things  we  can  do  before  that.  But  we 
are  trying  very,  very  hard. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  talk  about  the  State 
of  the  Union.  Here  in  New  York  City  there 
is  a  feeling  of  greater  urgency.  The  State  of 
the  Union  does  not  come  for  something  on 
the  order  of  a  month.  People  have  asked 
me  what  would  the  President  say  to  a  man 
here  in  New  York  City  who  is  out  of  a  job, 
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who  has  been  out  of  a  job,  maybe  a  middle 
income  job,  maybe  making  $50,000  or 
$60,000  a  year,  and  he’s  been  out  of  work 
for  many  months.  Christmastime  is  coming, 
and  he  is  told  by  the  experts  that  his  job  has 
disappeared.  This  is  not  a  temporary  layoff, 
but  a  permanent  layoff,  a  restructuring  of 
the  economy.  What  do  you  say  to  a  man 
like  that? 

The  President  I  say  we’ve  got  to  do 
better  in  job  training.  We’ve  got  some  very 
good  programs  so  you  can  retrain  people 
who  get  into  other  lines  of  work.  But  the 
big  thing  is  we’ve  got  to  get  growth  re¬ 
stored.  I  have  been  pushing  for  certain 
growth  incentives:  IRA’s,  for  example,  to 
stimulate  the  homebuying  industry;  capital 
gains  to  stimulate  new  jobs.  Some  call  it  a 
break  for  the  rich.  It  is  a  jobs  bill.  And  so, 
what  I’ve  got  to  do  is  redouble  my  efforts  to 
try  to  get  these  things  through  the  Con¬ 
gress;  that  will  help  stimulate  the  economy 
and  give  that  man  a  job  in  a  new  business. 

And  we’re  not  going  to  do  it  by  just  kind 
of  propping  up  old  businesses.  We’ve  got  to 
go  for  new  businesses.  And  we’ve  got  to 
continue  to  try  to  expand  our  markets 
abroad.  Fortunately,  exports  have  had  a  big, 
had  a  salvation  effect  on  the  economy.  But 
we  need  more  exports.  So,  there’s  a  wide 
array  of  things  we  can  do  to  show  that  indi¬ 
vidual  we  care. 

US.  Manufacturing 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  other  night,  Sunday 
night,  the  Democrats,  one  of  whom  may  be 
your  opponent  next  year,  Paul  Tsongas,  said 
that  the  only  way  that  we  will  get  the  econ¬ 
omy  going  is  if  the  engine  of  the  manufac¬ 
turing  sector  gets  going  again.  And  we  do 
not  have  a  manufacturing  sector,  do  we, 
anymore? 

The  President  Yes,  we  do.  We’ve  got  a 
good  one.  But  he’s  right  in  some  ways.  I 
mean,  we  want  to  stimulate  the  manufac¬ 
turing  sector  of  the  economy.  And  some  of 
the  proposals  that  I’ve  just  made  here,  that 
we’re  for,  I  think  would  do  that.  No,  but  I 
believe  we’ve  got  to  do  better  in  manufac¬ 
turing.  Frankly,  we’ve  got  some  good  man¬ 
ufacturing.  And  one  of  the  reasons  for  not 
pulling  back  into  some  isolationistic  sphere 
is  our  manufacturing  goods  can  compete 
with  foreign  manufacturers  if  we  get  free 


and  fair  access  to  their  markets.  So,  we’ve 
got  to  do  better  in  that  regard. 

But  look,  I’m  not  arguing  with  his  point. 
We’ve  got  to  do  better  in  manufacturing. 

The  Homeless 

Q.  Mr.  President,  that  same  man  who  sits 
in  New  York  out  of  a  job,  and  many  other 
people  who  look  at  the  homeless  on  our 
streets  and  the  situation  here,  ask  why  is  it, 
how  is  it  that  the  administration  can  be  so 
concerned  about  giving  money  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  or  what  was  the  Soviet  Union, 
when  so  many  things  are  wrong  in  our  soci¬ 
ety? 

The  President  Well,  take  the  homeless, 
for  example.  This  administration  is  spending 
more  money  on  the  homeless  than  any  pre¬ 
vious  administration.  We  have  fully  funded 
what’s  known  as  the  McKinney  Act.  This  is 
not  simply  a  Federal  problem,  however. 
Bill.  As  you  know,  this  is  a  problem  that 
normally  is  handled  by  the  cities.  But  the 
Federal  Government  is  trying  to  help,  and 
we’ve  done  better.  I  don’t  think  we  get 
much  credit  for  it. 

Incidentally,  on  the  question  of  the  home¬ 
less,  we’re  also  working  hard  to  see  if  we 
don’t  have  a  better  way  to  help  those 
people  who  are  mentally  sick,  estimated  to 
be  at  about  a  third  of  the  homeless  national¬ 
ly.  And,  as  you  know,  the  law  was  changed 
several  years  ago  where  you  couldn’t 
compel  medical  treatment  for  some  of  these 
people,  and  they  were  turned  loose.  And  I 
think  that’s  one  that’s  plagued  people  in 
New  York,  and  it’s  one  that  needs  more 
compassionate  handling.  So,  we’re  looking 
carefully  to  see  if  we  can’t  do  a  little  better 
job  on  getting  treatment  and  compelling 
treatment  for  those  who  are  homeless  be¬ 
cause  of  mental  illness. 

President’s  Dog 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  very  young  person  in 
our  newsroom  wants  to  know  how  Millie  is. 

The  President.  Millie’s  doing  pretty  good. 
She’s  got  a  little  lupus  disease,  but  when 
her  medicine  is  right  you  wouldn’t — she’s  in 
a  kind  of  a  remission,  and  she  can  hunt  and 
run  and  jump  around.  But  she’s  doing  fine, 
and  at  this  time  of  year  it’s  kind  of  nice. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  very  much. 
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Happy  Christmas  to  you  and  your  family. 

The  President  Well,  same  to  you  and 
yours.  And  thank  you  for  this  opportunity. 
Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 


Note :  The  interview  began  at  1:47  p.m.  The 
President  spoke  via  satellite  from  Room  459 
of  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building. 


Interview  With  Jim  Gardner  of  WPVI-TV  in  Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania 

December  17,  1991 


Q.  Mr.  President,  this  is  Jim  Gardner 
from  Philadelphia. 

The  President.  Loud  and  clear.  See  you, 
Jim. 

Q.  How  are  you,  sir? 

The  President.  On  a  scale  of  one  to  ten? 
About  a  seven  today. 

Q.  Well,  that’s  not  so  great. 

The  President  It’s  pretty  good. 

Q.  Well,  it’s  not  so  bad. 

The  President  No,  it’s  not  bad. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  we  were  interested  to 
hear  your  spokesman,  Marlin  Fitzwater,  this 
morning  proclaim  today  that  the  country  is, 
in  fact,  still  in  a  recession.  Until  now  you 
have  said  again  and  again  that  the  country 
was  technically  not  in  a  recession.  What 
changed  your  mind? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don’t  know  about 
technically,  but  I  think  what  we’re  trying  to 
put  the  emphasis  on  is  people  are  hurting. 
And  some  people  can  define  it.  Some  areas 
will  say,  “Hey,  we’re  not  in  recession;  we’ve 
got  a  certain  amount  of  growth.”  Others 
will  say,  “Tell  us  about  it.  We’re  in  a  serious 
recession.” 

So,  rather  than  try  to  define  or  not  define 
terms,  what  we’re  saying  is:  We  are  trying 
to  help.  And  we’ve  got  to  get  this  country 
doing  better,  to  bring  pressure  on  all  of  us, 
the  administration  and  Congress,  to  do 
what  we  can  to  help.  And  we’ve  done  cer¬ 
tain  things  that  I  think  will.  We’ve  freed  up 
$9.6  or  $9.7  billion  worth  of  Government 
spending.  We’re  signing  a  jobs-in tensive 
transportation  bill  that  will  kick  it.  And 
then,  as  you  know,  we’re  going  to  have 
some  new  initiatives  at  the  State  of  the 
Union 


So,  I’m  less  interested  in  what  the  techni¬ 
cal  definition  is.  You  might  argue  technical¬ 
ly,  are  we  in  recession  or  not?  But  when 
there  is  this  kind  of  sluggishness  and  con¬ 
cern,  definitions,  heck  with  it;  let’s  get  on 
with  the  business  at  hand. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  many  thousands  of 
Philadelphians  have  been  suffering  at  the 
hands  of  the  economy  for  far  too  long,  and 
many  of  them  would  feel  that  they  have 
been  abandoned  by  your  administration  and 
specifically  by  you.  I  would  assume  that  you 
don’t  see  it  that  way. 

The  President  No,  I  don’t.  But  I  can  un¬ 
derstand  their  frustration.  For  a  person 
that’s  out  of  work  the  unemployment  rate  is 
not  6.9  percent  or  6.8  percent  nationally;  it 
is  100  percent.  So,  I  can  understand  the 
frustration,  and  you  know,  you’ve  got  to 
take  the  heat  in  this  job.  I  don’t  think 
there’s  any  quick  and  easy  answers  to  this 
economy.  There  are  certain  things  we  can 
do  and  that  I’ve  tried  to  do  in  three  sepa¬ 
rate  State  of  the  Union  Messages. 

But  for  somebody  that’s  hurting  out 
there,  Jim,  I  can  understand  their  saying, 
“Hey,  the  President  isn’t  doing  enough. 
Congress  isn’t  doing  enough.”  And  I  have 
to  take  the  heat  on  that.  I’ve  got  to  take  the 
responsibility.  But  what  I’m  trying  to  do  is 
to  lead  this  country  out  of  this  sluggishness 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  And,  as  I  say, 
we’ve  got  some  proposals,  and  we’re  going 
to  have  more. 

President's  Approval  Rating 

Q.  The  new  ABC  News  /Washington  Post 
poll,  out  this  morning,  says  that  58  percent 
of  the  public  think  that  you  care  more 
about  serving  the  wealthy  than  you  do 
about  the  middle  class.  I  wonder,  does  this 
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point  to  a  failure  of  your  economic  policy  or 
an  inability  of  the  administration  to  convey 
how  it  does  feel? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  the  latter  and 
possibly  the  former,  because  people  look  at 
it  and  say,  “Hey,  why  can’t  you  get  Con¬ 
gress  to  do  what  you  want  it  to  do?  You  did 
it  in  Desert  Storm.”  The  difference  is  I 
didn’t  need  Congress  to  move  on  Desert 
Storm,  as  you  may  well  remember.  So  I 
think  it’s  a  combination  of  things.  And  I  can 
understand  when  people  are  hurting  that 
they  feel  that  way. 

And  a  good  thing  happened  on  this  poll¬ 
ing,  though.  I  vowed  when  the  polls  were 
sky-high  not  to  live  by  the  polls  and  saying  I 
didn’t  believe  them.  And  I’m  not  going  to 
start  now,  trying  to  analyze  where  I  stand. 
What  we’re  trying  to  do  is  help  people  and 
get  on  with  this  trying  to  do  what  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  can  do  to  help  the  recov¬ 
ery.  It  isn’t  just  Federal  Government,  I 
might  say,  but  we’ve  got  a  large  role  in  it, 
and  I  want  to  see  us  be  more  effective. 

Soviet  Nuclear  Weapons 

Q.  The  issue  about  nuclear  weapons.  Rus¬ 
sian  President  Yeltsin  is  saying  that  Ukraine 
and  Byelorussia  have  agreed  to  destroy 
their  nuclear  weapons.  But  the  Presidents 
of  those  two  Republics  are  reportedly 
saying  that  they  won’t  get  rid  of  their  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  or  the  nuclear  weapons  on 
their  soil  unless  Boris  Yeltsin  gets  rid  of  his. 
And  the  President  of  the  Islamic  Republic 
of  Kazakhstan  is  now  saying  that  he  wants 
to  keep  his  nuclear  arms.  Secretary  of  State 
Baker  is  saying  he  has  no  more  concern 
than  normal.  But  aren’t  Americans  right  to 
be  concerned  about  nuclear  stability  in  that 
part  of  the  world? 

The  President  One  of  the  things  that  we 
are  trying  to  do  in  handling  this  peaceful 
evolution  in  the  Soviet  Union,  in  the  Re¬ 
publics,  is  to  be  sure  that  the  nuclear  ques¬ 
tion  is  handled  well.  And  one  of  the  reasons 
I  spend  a  fair  amount  of  time  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  is  because  I  think  I  owe  it  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people  to  use  the  best  of  our  ability  to 
see  that  this  nuclear  question  is  handled 
correctly. 


I  hadn’t  heard  the  latest  that  you’ve  just 
given  me  on  one  Republic,  but  I  can  tell 
the  American  people  this  through  you:  We 
are  getting  proper  assurances  from  all  about 
the  safe  disposal  of  and  accounting  for  and 
control  of  nuclear  weapons.  And  that  is  a 
key.  That’s  one  reason  why,  when  I  hear 
this  criticism,  “Hey,  you  shouldn’t  spend 
time  on  foreign  affairs,”  by  some  of  these 
turning-inward  people — we  must  do  it.  We 
owe  it  to  the  kids  there  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  and  everyplace  else.  And  I  am 
not  going  to  forswear  my  responsibilities  for 
leadership  in  this  area. 

AIDS 

Q.  Mr.  President,  here  in  Philadelphia, 
this  morning  marked  the  start  of  a  program 
to  make  condoms  available  to  juniors  and 
seniors  in  the  city’s  public  schools.  How  do 
you  feel  about  that? 

The  President  I’m  not  enthusiastic  about 
that.  I  certainly  would  like  to  see  more  in 
the  hands  of  families;  more  in  the  hands  of 
education.  And  I  have  expressed  myself, 
and  you  know,  let  the  local  jurisdictions  do 
what  they  want.  I  mean,  they  have  rights. 
States  have  rights.  Local  communities  have 
rights.  Local  school  boards  have  rights.  But 
you  ask  me,  I  would  much  prefer  to  see  this 
matter  handled  through  better  education, 
through  behavior,  getting  people  to  under¬ 
stand  that  in  the  case  of  AIDS  this  is  a 
disease  that  can  be  controlled,  for  the  most 
part,  by  individual  behavior.  And  I  don’t 
think  passing  out  condoms  is  the  way  you 
affect  individual  behavior,  very  candidly. 

So  I’m  less  enthusiastic  about  that  ap¬ 
proach  than  I  am  about  doing  a  better  job 
with  family,  with  education,  with  getting 
forward  with  the  whole  behavioral  side  of 
the  equation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  appreciate  you  shar¬ 
ing  your  thoughts  with  us  today. 

The  President  Nice  to  be  with  you.  Have 
a  good  Christmas. 

Q.  You,  too,  sir. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  1:53  p.m.  The 
President  spoke  via  satellite  from  Room  459 
of  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building. 
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Interview  With  Linda  Yu  of  WLS 
December  17,  1991 

The  Economy 

Q.  My  name’s  Linda  Yu.  You’ve  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  as  President  you’ve  got  to  take 
the  heat  for  this  economy,  and  people  are 
blaming  you  for  not  doing  something  about 
it.  Besides  speeding  up  the  spending  of  $1.9 
billion  in  Federal  money  for  programs, 
what  specifically  are  you  going  to  suggest 
can  be  done  for  the  economy,  that  the 
President  can  do  without  concurrence  by 
the  Congress? 

The  President  Well,  $9.7  billion  is  the 
figure,  and  I  think  that  will  help  certainly 
in  some  areas.  I’ll  be  signing  a  transporta¬ 
tion  bill  tomorrow  that’s  going  to  free  up  a 
bunch  of  money  for  construction  projects. 
And  then  we  may  have  one  or  two  other 
things  that  are  of  significant  size  before  the 
State  of  the  Union.  But  a  lot  of  what  can  be 
done  in  Washington  relies  on  congressional 
action.  And  so,  what  I’m  going  to  be  doing 
is  taking  a  package,  some  new  elements, 
some  sound  old  elements  that  we  have  not 
gotten  Congress  to  pass,  and  say  to  the 
American  people,  “Look,  I  need  your  help 
now.  I  want  to  lay  aside  partisan  politics 
and  pass  this  job-creating  package  to  help 
the  economy.”  So,  that’s  the  game  plan, 
Linda. 

Q.  A  lot  of  people  are  going  to  say,  “We 
hear  about  all  those  old  elements  all  the 
time;  they  don’t  seem  to  be  working.”  What 
are  some  of  the  new  elements  you’re  going 
to  propose? 

The  President.  I  wouldn’t  tell  you  about 
that  because  we’re  still  formulating  the 
package.  But  stay  tuned  for  the  State  of  the 
Union  and,  as  I  say,  possibly  before  then. 
But  they  shouldn’t  say  “old  elements  that 
haven’t  worked.”  They  should  say  “old  ele¬ 
ments  that  have  not  been  enacted.”  Be¬ 
cause  some  of  the  things  we’re  proposing, 
such  as  IRA  s  that  would  help  the  first-time 
home-buyer  and  stimulate  the  home  indus- 
try,  or  capital  gains  that  would  stimulate 
and  create  jobs,  these  things  are  good  ideas 
that  we  simply  haven’t  gotten  Congress  to 
enact  yet.^  But  we’re  going  to  keep  on 
trying.  We  ve  got  to  help  the  economy  and 


help  the  people  that  are  hurting. 

Q.  I  talked  to  four  Chicagoans  who 
wanted  to  pose  questions  to  you,  and  I’m 
going  to  tell  you  about  them  and  tell  you 
their  questions. 

One  is  a  man  from  the  Chicago  suburbs. 
A  veteran  of  Desert  Storm,  served  in  Saudi 
Arabia  and  Kuwait,  laid  off  when  he  got 
back  from  the  Persian  Gulf.  And  he  says:  “It 
was  almost  better  when  I  was  in  the  Persian 
Gulf.  At  least  I  knew  where  the  next  check 
was  coming  from.  My  wife  and  son  would 
receive  some  money  every  month.  I 
wonder  what  the  next  year’s  going  to  hold 
for  me.  Mr.  President,  is  it  going  to  be 
better  for  me?” 

The  President.  I  think  it  is  going  to  be 
better.  I  certainly  hope  so.  And  I  can  say 
that  because  I  really  believe  that  we’ll  come 
out  of  this  sluggish  economy.  Some  places 
clearly  are  in  real  decline. 

And  so,  to  him  I’d  say,  “One,  we’re  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  service.  Two,  the  country  hasn’t 
forgotten  that  service  because  of  the  urgen¬ 
cy  of  the  economy  here.  And  three,  yes,  I 
think  times  will  be  better,  and  I  can  guar¬ 
antee  you  they’ll  be  better  if  I  am  effective 
in  getting  through  the  Congress  the  propos¬ 
als  that  I  will  pose  to  them  at  the  State  of 
the  Union.” 

We’ve  had  some.  We’ve  not  been  able  to 
get  them  through  the  Congress.  Three 
straight  years  I’ve  proposed  growth  pack¬ 
ages.  But  I’ve  got  to  do  better.  I  have  got  to 
get  the  Congress  to  see  that  we  must  help 
these  people  you’re  talking  about. 

Education 

Q.  Another  woman  from  Chicago  who 
gave  up  a  career  for  her  children.  She’s  a 
volunteer  in  the  Chicago  public  schools  for 
the  last  10  years.  She  says:  “President  Bush, 
I’m  one  of  your  Points  of  Light.  I’m  won¬ 
dering,  though,  how  can  we  improve  math 
and  science  in  our  schools  when  we  don’t 
even  have  the  money  in  Chicago  to  buy 
toilet  paper  and  soap  for  schools,  for  our 
children.  Why  do  you  feel  money  for  our 
children  is  less  important  than  bailing  out 
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the  savings  and  loan  industry?” 

The  President.  I  don't  think  money  for 
the  children  is  less  important.  Federal 
spending  for  education  is  up.  But  I  would 
remind  her,  tactfully  because  she  does 
sound  like  she's  an  unselfish  person  who  is 
out  there  trying  to  help  as  a  volunteer  and 
that  is  an  enormous  part  of  the  success  in 
education,  I  would  remind  her  that  the 
Federal  Government  spends  6  to  7  percent 
of  the  total  money  on  education.  Education¬ 
al  spending  in  the  last  10  years  is  up  from, 
oh,  by  a  couple  of  hundred  billion  dollars 
from  $115  billion,  or  something  like  this,  to 
well  over  up  around  $300  billion. 

So,  it  isn’t  always  a  function  of  money. 
Our  America  2000  education  program 
offers  the  best  hope  from  the  Federal  level. 
It’s  not  going  to  replace  the  State  level  or 
the  level  she's  talking  about,  or  what  the 
communities  can  do  for  the  toilet  paper  or 
for  the  classrooms,  but  it  offers  the  best 
hope  from  the  Federal  level  of  getting  our 
kids  better  educated.  I’m  excited  about  it.  I 
believe  America  2000  can  really  fulfill  the 
Federal  Government’s  responsibility. 

Q.  We  also  have  a  woman,  a  mother,  who 
raises  her  children  in  the  housing  projects 
of  Chicago.  One’s  been  accused  of  gang 
murder.  Her  children  have  been  shot  at. 
And  she  says:  “Mr.  Bush,  my  family’s  really 
no  different  from  your  family.  I  have  the 
same  struggles  trying  to  raise  my  children 
that  you  faced  raising  yours,  but  my  com¬ 
munity  is  very  unsafe.  I  go  outside;  there 
are  drug  dealers  on  every  corner.  I  look 
around;  the  drug  dealers  have  a  lot  of  re¬ 
sources,  but  I  don’t  have  any.  What  are  you 
going  to  do  about  it?” 

The  President.  What  I  think  she  ought  to 
do  is  support  our  anticrime  legislation  that’s 
hung  up  in  Congress.  It’s  awful  hard  to  ask 
a  person  who’s  struggling  at  that  level.  But 
if  more  Americans  will  get  in  and  say,  “We 
want  a  tough  crime  bill,  one  that  supports 
the  police  officers  more  and  tougher  on  the 
criminals,”  I  believe  that  would  help  her.  In 
addition,  we’ve  got  a  national  drug  strategy 
that  is  doing  better  in  terms  of  the  interdic¬ 
tion  of  narcotics.  But  I  really  believe  the 
short-term  answer  is  more  support  for  the 
law  enforcement  officials.  The  local  police 


there  in  Chicago,  they  do  a  first-class  job, 
and  they  need  more  support  through  Fed¬ 
eral  law,  and  I  think  sometimes  through 
State  and  local  law  enforcement. 

So,  that’s  the  advice  I  would  give. 

Chicago’s  Billy  Goat  Restaurant 

Q.  You  were  here  in  Chicago  last  week, 
and  everybody  wants  to  know,  when  you 
went  to  Billy  Goat’s,  did  you  really  like  the 
“cheezboygers,  cheezboygers”?  [Laughter] 

The  President  It’s  your  pronunciation  I 
like.  Yes,  I  did.  I  did.  And  I  got  a  bum  rap. 
Somebody  said  I  asked  for  french  fries;  I 
didn’t.  That  was  the  guy  that  owns  the 
place  sitting  next  to  me  saying,  “chips 
only,”  before  I  even  got  my  mouth  open. 
But,  boy,  I  loved  it.  I  had  two  “cheez¬ 
boygers.” 

Q.  Cheezboygers. 

The  President.  Oh,  yes.  They  were  great. 
And  the  people,  the  people  were  nice  that  I 
sat  with.  And  you  know,  let  me  tell  you 
something,  Linda,  when  you  do  something 
like  that,  everybody  says  show  business.  It 
isn’t.  A  couple  of  those  guys  were  sheet 
metal  workers  that  had  just  gotten  to  work. 
One  was  an  unemployed  writer,  a  woman 
who  told  me  of  what  it  felt  like  to  not  have 
a  job.  Another  had  a  job  at  a  company 
called  Hill  and  Knolton.  Another  was  a  guy 
struggling  but  doing,  I  think,  reasonably 
well  in  the  computer  business. 

So,  I  talked  to  them.  And  although  they 
had  those  mics,  that  you  people  love,  look¬ 
ing  over  my  shoulder,  at  least  I  learned 
something.  And  I  could  tell  them,  “Hey,  we 
care,  and  we  want  to  help.”  And  I  think 
they  know  it.  I  think  they  know  that’s  what 
I  feel  in  my  heart.  So,  it  was  a  great  visit.  A 
great  visit. 

Q.  We  hope  so,  Mr.  President.  We  were 
glad  you  visited  here.  And  thanks  for  talk¬ 
ing  to  us  today.  Merry  Christmas. 

The  President  Thank  you,  Linda  Yu.  And 
have  a  Merry  Christmas  to  you  and  your 
family  and  all  in  the  area. 

Q.  Thanks. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  2  p.m.  The 
President  spoke  via  satellite  from  Room  459 
of  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building. 
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Interview  With  Richard  Brown  of  KGO-TV  in  San  Francisco, 

California 

December  17,  1991 


The  President  Richard,  can  you  hear  me? 

Q.  Yes  I  can,  Mr.  President.  Richard 
Brown  in  San  Francisco. 

The  President  I  see  you  and  hear  you 
loud  and  clear,  sir.  Go  ahead. 

Q.  I  don't  know  whether  being  fourth  or 
fifth  would  be  better  in  this  round  of  inter¬ 
views,  but - 

The  President  In  baseball  it’s  considered 
the  best.  Clean-up,  clean-up  hitter. 

AIDS 

Q.  Let’s  begin  by  talking  about  AIDS.  Mr. 
President,  drug  users  now  represent  the 
number  one  risk  group  for  AIDS.  Now,  if 
we  want  to  save  lives,  why  not  support  the 
distribution  of  clean  needles  to  drug  addicts 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS? 

The  President  Because  I  think,  in  a  sense, 
that  would  encourage  the  drug  habit.  And 
so,  I  don’t  approve  of  that.  I  don’t  think 
that’s  the  answer.  I  think  education  is  the 
answer.  I  think  the  research  that  we  are 
doing  here  at  NIH  and  all  across  the  coun¬ 
try  will  prove  to  have  the  eventual  real 
answer.  Just  as  they  discovered  an  antidote 
through  the  Salk  vaccine  to  polio,  I  am  con¬ 
fident  that  we’ll  get  one  on  AIDS.  It’s  a 
little  ways  down  the  road.  I  worry  that  that 
would  encourage  drug  use  when  we  are 
trying  to  educate  people  off  of  drug  use  and 
treat  those  who  have  the  addiction  so  that 
they  won’t  use  drugs.  That’s  the  reason  I 
feel  that  it’s  not  a  good  idea. 

Q.  What  about  condoms  to  teenagers 
now? 

The  President  Look,  it’s  dealer’s  choice. 
Let  them  try  it  out  there.  You  asked  me  my 
opinion,  and  I  can  add  to  it:  Would  I  want 
this  as  a  national  program,  something  at  the 
Federal  level?  No.  Excuse  me. 

Q.  What  about  condoms  to  teenagers,  Mr. 
President? 

The  President  Well,  again,  dealer’s 
choice,  but  not  for  me,  and  not  for  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government.  What  I  want  to  see  is 
education.  I  don’t  think  that  just  passing  out 
condoms,  giving  up  on  lifestyle,  giving  up 


on  family  and  fundamental  values  is  cor¬ 
rect. 

Indeed,  I  must  tell  you.  I’m  worried 
about  it.  I’m  worried  about  so  much  filth 
and  indecent  material  coming  in  through 
the  airways  and  through  these  trials  into 
people’s  homes.  I  think  the  American 
people  have  a  right  to  be  protected  against 
some  of  these  excesses.  While  people  have  a 
right  to  a  fair  trial,  I  think  the  American 
people  have  an  overriding  right  to  let  those 
matters  be  decided  behind  closed  doors. 

In  terms  of  just  national  passing  out  con¬ 
doms  to  people,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  that. 
But  I  am  in  favor  of  teaching  values  that 
normally  were  taught  in  history  by  the 
family,  by  others  pitching  in,  in  schools  and 
other  places,  to  instruct  and  to  encourage 
people  to  lifestyles  that  can  prevent  AIDS 
or  can  prevent  pregnancy.  That’s  what  we 
need. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  Magic 
Johnson’s  admission  that  he’s  HIV-positive  is 
going  to  encourage  you  and  the  administra¬ 
tion  to  kick  in  more  money  for  AIDS  re¬ 
search? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  it’s  a  question 
particularly  of  more  money.  Federal  fund¬ 
ing  for  research  is  up  under  our  administra¬ 
tion,  and  I’m  very  proud  of  that.  But  we 
have  a  very  good  research  team,  headed  by 
Dr.  Tony  Fauci  and  others  out  at  NIH.  And 
though  they  could  use  more  money,  and  I’ll 
take  a  look  at  that  in  the  budget,  they  are 
not  saying  to  me  our  research  is  starved  out 
because  of  lack  of  funds. 

So,  it’s  a  question  of  doing  as  much  as  the 
Federal  Government  can  and  taking  pride 
in  the  fact  that  we’ve  done  more  than 
anyone  in  the  past,  but  we’ve  got  to  find 
the  answer  to  this  question.  And  again,  I’m 
somewhat  optimistic  about  that,  having  had 
a  thorough  briefing  the  other  day. 

I’ll  tell  you  what  Magic’s  willingness  to 
engage  himself  in  this  national  commission 
will  do:  It  will  teach  people  that  wayward 
lifestyles  or  just  kind  of  unsafe  sex  at 
random  is  not  the  way  it  ought  to  work. 
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And  I  think  he’ll  be  witnessing  to  that,  and 
I  think  that  can  have  a  great  influence  on 
young  people  in  this  country.  I  think  it  al¬ 
ready  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Let’s  talk  about  the  economy  for  a 
couple  of  minutes,  Mr.  President.  Big  cor¬ 
porations  are  now  saying  that  they’re  re¬ 
structuring,  that  these  layoffs  that  they’re 
going  through  are  permanent.  If  that  is  the 
case,  and  the  New  York  Times  suggests  that 
it  is,  what  is  the  Federal  Government  going 
to  do  to  adjust  to  this  and  to  get  people 
working  again? 

The  President  New  jobs.  New  jobs  and 
new  industries.  And,  you  know,  I  keep 
coming  back  to  it,  and  I  think  some  of  the 
people  in  your  area  understand  it  better 
than  others  do  across  this  country:  One 
thing  that  would  help — not  entirely  solve 
the  problem — is  a  capital  gains  tax  reduc¬ 
tion.  Japan  taxes  it  at  1  percent,  Germany 
at  zero.  And  we  are  asking  our  people  that 
start  up  businesses  to  create  new  jobs,  to  go 
into  the  ballgame  with  their  hands  tied 
behind  their  back. 

So,  let  the  Democrats  and  the  liberals  tell 
me  that  this  is  a  tax  cut  for  the  rich.  I  think 
it  would  do  just  exactly  what  needs  to  be 
done  for  those  people  whose  businesses  are 
shifting  and  whose  businesses  are  changing 
and  who  lose  a  job  because  of  changes  in 
industry. 

That’s  one  area.  We’ve  got  some  propos¬ 
als  for  IRA’s  to  stimulate  the  economy  that 
we’ve  had  to  the  Congress,  and  I’ll  try  again 
on  those.  We’ve  got  a  new  highway  bill 
tomorrow  that  won’t  solve  the  problem  that 
you’re  talking  about,  the  white-collar 
worker  thrown  out  of  work,  but  will  help 
stimulate  this  economy  by  substantial 
amounts  of  Federal  spending  for  construc¬ 
tion  projects. 

So,  there’s  a  lot  of  things  working.  I’ve 
accelerated  $9.7  billion  in  Federal  spending 
that  would  have  been  spent  way  back  in 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  that  will  have  an 
effect.  But  the  answer  is,  for  those  people 
that  you  talk  about,  is  job  retraining  and 
new  opportunities,  which  means  economic 
growth. 


Education 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  final  question.  How 
about  a  Marshall  plan  for  education,  to  get 
education  moving? 

The  President  Please  define  what  you 
mean  by  that. 

Q.  What  we  basically  are  trying  to  do  in 
education  is  to  try  to  move  it  along,  to  try 
and  get  it  going  again.  And  people  are 
saying,  “Well,  we  need  some  help  from  the 
Federal  Government.”  And  the  Federal 
Government  seems  to  be  encouraging  it, 
but  yet  doesn’t  seem  to  be  indicating 
there’s  any  money  available  for  it. 

The  President  Well,  in  the  first  place, 
Federal  spending  for  education  is  way  up. 
In  the  second  place,  Federal  spending  for 
education  represents  about  6  or  7  percent 
of  the  total  money.  Historically,  and  proper¬ 
ly  in  my  view,  education  spending  is  closest 
to  the  people.  It’s  at  the  local  school  board 
level,  the  community  level,  and  indeed,  the 
State  level.  The  Federal  percentage  is 
something  like  6  or  7  percent,  and  it  has 
gone  up. 

Overall  spending  for  education  has  gone 
from  something  like  $115  billion  10  years 
ago  to  about  $300  billion  or  over.  I  believe 
it’s  over  that  now. 

So,  to  those  who  say  the  answer  is  spend¬ 
ing,  they  ought  to  take  a  look  at  our  Amer¬ 
ica  2000  education  program  which  simply 
says  this:  Working  cooperatively  with 
Democrats,  Republicans,  Governors,  we’ve 
defined  six  national  education  goals.  And 
now  what  we’re  doing  is  saying  the  way  to 
get  those  goals  implemented  is  through  a 
program  called  America  2000  that  literally 
reorganizes  and  revolutionizes  American 
education.  And  it  is  a  good  program.  It  is 
getting  tremendous  support  in  all  of  these 
States,  including  the  State  of  California. 

So,  I  think  the  Federal  Government  is  out 
front  and  leading.  I  don’t  think  we  ought  to 
preempt  the  San  Francisco  schools.  I  don’t 
think  we  ought  to  come  in  and  say,  “Okay, 
here’s  your  curriculum;  here’s  your  manda¬ 
tory  test;  here’s  exactly  how  you  ought  to 
run  your  business.” 

I  think  we’ve  got  the  role  defined  proper¬ 
ly.  And  I  think  it’s  adequately  funded, 
though  I  wish  we  had  more  for  it,  and  I 
know  it’s  going  to  be  a  success. 
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Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  Merry 
Christmas  to  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President  Same  to  you  and  your 
family,  and  thanks  a  lot,  and  to  all  the 
people  that  listen  to  your  program.  Thank 
you  very,  very  much. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 


Note:  The  interview  began  at  2:06  p.m.  The 
President  spoke  via  satellite  from  Room  459 
of  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building.  In 
the  interview ,  he  referred  to  Magic  Johnson , 
former  professional  basketball  player  and 
member  of  the  National  Commission  on 
AIDS. 


Interview  With  Harold  Green  of  KABC-TV  in  Los  Angeles, 

California 

December  17,  1991 


Economic  Growth 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  was  at  the  Punch 
Bowl  Cemetery  a  week  ago,  covering  your 
speech  there.  And  I  was  struck,  sir,  as  you 
talked  to  the  veterans  about  how  America 
got  behind  the  Gulf  war  effort  as  we  did 
the  World  War  II  effort.  Is  it  possible  in  this 
day  and  age,  sir,  to  get  behind  this  econom¬ 
ic  problem  were  having  in  this  country?  Is 
there  any  way  you  can  fire  up  the  troops  in 
this  country,  so  to  speak,  so  that  that  same 
sort  of  enthusiasm  moves  into  that  area? 

The  President.  I  hope  so,  and  I  am  cer¬ 
tainly  going  to  keep  on  trying.  We’re  going 
to  have  a  renewed  focal  point  of  an  effort  at 
the  State  of  the  Union  Message. 

Without  sounding  defensive,  Harold,  3 
straight  years  we’ve  sent  growth  programs 
to  the  Congress  in  the  State  of  the  Union 
Message.  And  very  candidly,  I’ve  not  been 
able  to  get  a  partisan  Congress  to  mqve  on 
these  initiatives.  They  have  other  ideas. 

But  I  think  it  is  time  to  set  aside,  as  your 
question  implies,  these  partisan  differences 
and  say,  “Look,  people  are  hurting  out 
there  in  this  economy.  Let’s  get  this  coun¬ 
try  moving  again.” 

The  war  and  domestic  are  different.  I 
didn’t  have  to  get  permission  from  the 
Democrats  to  move  troops,  to  say,  “We’re 
going  into  battle  tonight.  We’re  going  to 
give  the  command  to  General  so-and-so.”  I 
didn’t  have  to  do  that;  I  have  that  authority 
as  President.  To  enact  programs,  I  do  have 
to  do  that.  But  your  answer  is.  I’ve  got  to 
succeed  in  this.  I  have  got  to  get  this  coun¬ 
try  moving  again  as  best  we  can  from  the 


Federal  level.  And  we  have  good  programs, 
and  I  think  I  can  do  it. 

Q.  President  Bush,  you  have  called,  of 
course,  for  a  cut  in  the  capital  gains  tax. 
Can  you  be  more  specific?  What  other  ideas 
do  you  have  to  jump-start  the  economy? 

The  President.  Well,  when  you  use  the 
word  “jump-start,”  let  me  say  that  the  sign¬ 
ing  of  the  transportation  bill  tomorrow, 
which  will  be  one  of  the  successes  for  jump- 
starting,  will  be  effective.  In  addition,  we’ve 
accelerated  $9.7  billion  worth  of  Federal 
spending.  Now,  we’ve  got  a  several-trillion- 
dollar  economy,  but  $9.7  billion  that  would 
have  been  spent  later  is  going  to  be  spent 
sooner  because  of  this  trying  to  jump-start 
the  economy. 

There  may  be  a  couple  of  other  things  of 
substance  that  I’ll  be  able  to  do  before  the 
State  of  the  Union.  But  the  big  one  is  to  say 
to  the  country,  “Look,  let’s  set  politics  aside. 
Let’s  get  together  and  now  go  forward  on  a 
growth  package.”  And  some  of  it  will  have 
a  short-term  benefit.  For  example,  IRA’s, 
you  know,  these  IRA’s,  these  savings  ac¬ 
counts  to  stimulate  first-time  homebuyers,  I 
think  once  we  pass  something  like  that,  that 
will  have  a  psychological  effect  on  the 
home-buying  business. 

So,  there  are  other  things  we  can  do. 
We’re  trying  hard  to  eliminate  the  excess  of 
regulation.  That  doesn’t  require  legislation, 
and  we’re  making  some  progress  there.  Fi¬ 
nancial  reform  would  help  enormously.  But 
we  didn’t  get  it  through  Congress.  I’m 
going  to  try  again. 

So,  these  are  some  of  the  ideas  that  I 
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think  can  have  enormous  benefit  to  those 
people  that  are  really  hurting  because  they 
don’t  have  a  job. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  was  a  statistic 
that  was  released  last  month  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  that  said  that  the  number  of 
people  who  have  given  up  looking  for  jobs 
has  risen.  People  who  have  given  up  look¬ 
ing  for  a  job,  sir,  I  don’t  know  many  people 
here  in  southern  California  who  fit  that  de¬ 
scription.  What  do  you  say  to  these  people? 
They  haven’t  given  up  looking  for  a  job; 
they’ve  just  perhaps  given  up  hope  that 
there  are  no  jobs  available. 

The  President  I’d  say  let’s  get  the  econo¬ 
my  stimulated.  You  know,  Californians 
seem  to  understand  the  capital  gains  argu¬ 
ment  better  than  most.  Japan  pays  1  per¬ 
cent,  when  you  sell  out  of  a  business,  of 
capital  gains.  Germany  pays  no  capital 
gains.  And  we  are  up  in  the  astrosphere, 
whatever,  stratosphere  with  capital  gains. 

So,  the  Democrats,  mainly  the  liberal 
ones,  accuse  this  of  being  a  tax  cut  for  the 
rich.  Those  businesses  in  California  that 
started  with  incentive  when  you  know  that 
capital  gains  differential  is  important.  And 
so,  there  is  one  area  that  I  think  would  have 
a  stimulation  on  new  jobs. 

The  guys  get  thrown  out  of  work  because 
were  cutting  back  on  defense  spending. 
Now,  he’s  entitled  to  job  retraining,  and 
we’ve  got  good  programs  for  that.  But  he 
also  is  entitled  to  the  hope,  not  the  hope¬ 
lessness  of  the  guy  that  gives  up;  he’s  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  hope  that  new  jobs  will  be  cre¬ 
ated.  And  we  ought  to  move  all  these  bar¬ 
riers  to  creating  jobs  out  of  the  way,  and 
that’s  what  I’m  trying  to  do. 

So,  I  would  tell  them,  “Don’t  give  up. 
Don’t  despair.” 

Domestic  and  Foreign  Policy  Interaction 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’ve  heard  the  criti¬ 
cism:  You’re  more  interested  in  internation¬ 
al  problems  than  domestic  problems,  more 
interested  in  what’s  happening  in  the  Soviet 
Union  than  you  are  here  in  southern  Cali¬ 
fornia.  How  do  you  respond  to  that,  sir? 

The  President  I  say  it’s  not  true.  And  I 
touched  on  that  one  out  at  Pearl  Harbor.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  the  growth  in  exports 
that  have  saved  a  struggling  economy.  And 
if  you  pull  back  into  some  isolationistic 


sphere  and  neglect  foreign 
vou’re  crazy.  So,  I’ve  spent  a  lot  o*  turn  an 
trying  to  get  a  trade  agreement  through 
the  GATT  round  with  Europe,  and  a  lot  ni 
time  recently  on  that.  ,  ,f 

I  also  believe  that— I  don  t  know  ii  \au 
have  kids,  but  I  know  about  my  giundkidv 
and  I  think  they've  got  a  cham-e  nmv  to 
grow  up  in  a  lot  safer  world.  I  think  there  is 
less  chance  of  nuclear  conlrontation  than 
there  was  before  we  started  tr\ mg  U> 
handle  things  with  the  Soviet  l  tuoi*  and 


n.  _ 


way  we’re  handling  them. 

I  guess  my  bottom  line  on  tlm  thing, 
Harold,  is  you  can’t  separate*  foreign  fmlky 
from  domestic.  We  have  a  stake*  in  wiiHhfi 
these  nuclear  weapons  are  handled  safely  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  So,  I’m  not  going  ta  nr 
gleet  that  responsibility,  but  1  belir\r  I  ran 
do  both  and  should  do  both:  bo  Inlh  mi 
gaged  in  trying  to  help  this  cconnnn  nud* 
secondly,  not  neglect  my  responsibilities  fbi 
world  peace.  This  goes  with  the  fomfoiy, 
This  is  my  pay  grade. 


Education 

Q.  I  do  have  children,  sir.  Fin  rimmard 
about  their  education,  as  you  are  concerned 
about  education.  Another  criticism*  Mr,  that 
you’ll  bail  out  the  S&L’s,  but  you  won’t  take 
money  and  bail  out  our  educational  systnm, 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  #*ddrev» 
myself  to  that  one.  We  have  the  best  Feder 
al  approach  to  education  that  the  ammivv 
has  ever  seen.  It’s  called  America  2htJ0,  We 
started  with  Democratic  and  It«*fnihiir;m 
Governors  at  Charlottesville.  It  was  a 
couple  of  years  ago.  We  adopted  ha  the 
first  time  six  national  goals.  And  now  what 
we’ve  done  is  enlist  the  help  in  States,  not 
just  at  the  Governor  level  but  in  the  State 
commissioners  of  education,  in  the  teacher 
level,  in  the  district  superintendent  lev  id*  in 
the  principal  level,  to  literally  revolutionize 
our  schools. 

On  the  defensive  side  of  the  equation, 
Federal  spending  for  education  is  up.  Hut 
the  Federal  part  of  education  is  f>  or  7  per- 
cent  of  the  total  education  hill.  VVhv?  lie- 
cause  it  is  correct  that  the  local  oommum- 
taes  and  the  States  do  what  has  historically 
been  done.  American  parents  want  their 
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kids’  education  control  closest  to  them.  But 
we’re  doing  a  good  job  on  education.  And  I 
can  understand  the  frustration  of  some: 
“Please  give  us  more  money.  Please  give  us 
money.”  That  is  not  the  way  we’re  going  to 
revolutionize  these  schools  and  give  our 
kids  a  better  chance  in  math  or  science  or 
history,  or  whatever  it  is. 

President’s  Approval  Rating 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  say 
Merry  Christmas  to  you  and  your  family, 
and  I  hope  you  won’t  let  the  polls  that  were 
released  today,  those  figures,  spoil  your  holi¬ 
day  season,  sir.  You  deserve - 

The  President.  They  don’t  help  any,  but  I 
don’t  live  and  die  by  polls. 


You  know  one  thing,  Harold?  When  they 
were  sky-high,  thank  God  I  said,  hey,  don’t 
worry  about  these  polls.  And  I’ve  learned  to 
take  it.  And  it’s  not  a  good  time  for  our 
country.  And  of  course  the  President  should 
share  his  part  of  the  responsibility.  And  all  I 
can  say  is  we  are  going  to  whip  this  slug¬ 
gishness  in  this  economy  and  make  things 
better.  I  don’t  care  what  it  means  I  have  to 
do,  but  we’re  going  to  do  it.  So  I  go  into 
Christmas  feeling  pretty  good.  But  thank 
you  for  your  thoughts. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

Note:  The  interview  began  at  2:12  p.m.  The 
President  spoke  via  satellite  from  Room  459 
of  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Act  Amending  Public  Health  Service  and 
Controlled  Substances  Acts 
December  17,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  S.  1891,  an 
Act  that  amends  the  Public  Health  Service 
and  Controlled  Substances  Acts. 

The  Act  has  two  provisions.  Section  1 
would  broaden  the  authority  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Health  and  Human  Services  to 
waive  the  recovery  of  Federal  funds  used  in 
the  remodeling,  construction,  and  expan¬ 
sion  of  community  mental  health  centers. 
Section  2  of  S.  1891  would  permit  the  At¬ 
torney  General  to  transfer  to  States  real 
property  that  has  been  forfeited  under  the 
Controlled  Substances  Act.  States  would 
have  to  use  the  property  for  recreational  or 
historic  purposes  or  for  the  preservation  of 
natural  conditions. 

It  is  my  intent  that  transfers  of  property 
under  section  2  will  be  limited  to  situations 
in  which  the  transfer  will  not  breach  the 


obligations  of  the  United  States  to  any  State 
or  local  law  enforcement  agencies  entitled 
by  law  to  a  share  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  such  property.  Moreover,  I  intend 
that  State  and  local  agencies  receiving 
transfers  pursuant  to  section  2  will  assume 
responsibility  for  the  payment  of  claims  by 
innocent  lienholders  and  for  out-of-pocket 
expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States  in 
the  seizure,  management,  or  forfeiture  of 
the  property. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  17,  1991. 

Note:  S.  1891 ,  approved  December  17,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-239. 
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Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Foreign  Minister  David  Levi  of  Israel 
December  17,  1991 


The  President  met  today  for  approxi¬ 
mately  20  minutes  in  the  Oval  Office  with 
Israeli  Foreign  Minister  David  Levi.  Their 
discussion  centered  mainly  on  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly’s  revocation  of 
the  “Zionism  is  racism”  determination  and 
on  the  Middle  East  peace  process.  The 


President  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the 
repeal,  calling  it  a  responsible  action  on  the 
part  of  the  U.N.  The  President  emphasized 
the  importance  of  not  allowing  procedural 
concerns  to  dominate  the  peace  talks  and  of 
seizing  this  historic  opportunity  for  peace. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s  Meeting 
With  Prime  Minister  Anan  Panyarachun  of  Thailand 
December  17,  1991 


The  President  met  with  Thai  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Anan  Panyarachun  in  the  Oval  Office 
and  then  hosted  a  working  lunch.  They  dis¬ 
cussed  bilateral  trade  issues,  developments 
in  the  fight  against  narcotics  trafficking,  and 
key  regional  issues  including  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  Cambodia  settlement  agreement 
and  Burma.  The  President  stated  his  expec¬ 
tation  that  U.S.  concerns  on  patents  would 


be  addressed.  Discussions  also  centered  on 
democracy  and  human  rights  and  steps 
toward  elections  next  March  in  Thailand. 
The  President  reiterated  the  U.S.  commit¬ 
ment  to  regional  security.  The  President 
described  his  forthcoming  visit  to  Asia  and 
heard  the  Prime  Minister’s  views  on  devel¬ 
opments  in  the  region. 


Remarks  on  Signing  the  Intermodal  Surface  Transportation 
Efficiency  Act  of  1991  in  Euless,  Texas 
December  18,  1991 


Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Arnold, 
thank  you.  You  did  just  great.  Thank  you 
all.  Please  be  seated,  and  thank  you  so 
much.  Angela  Dominguez,  over  here,  thank 
you  so  much  for  being  with  us.  And  Dr. 
Friend,  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  remarks, 
especially  the  kind  reference  to  my  dad.  I 
know  how  deeply  he  believed  in  one  of 
Eisenhower’s  greatest  legacies,  that  Inter¬ 
state  Highway  System. 

To  Acting  Secretary  of  Transportation 
Busey  and,  of  course,  I  would  like  to  single 
out  my  new  Chief  of  Staff,  Sam  Skinner, 
who  deserves  great  credit  for  what  we’re 
about  to  sign  here  today.  He’s  with  us. 


Let  me  single  out  the  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  the  ones  sitting  on  the  dais  here.  This 
bill  required  some  very  heavy  lifting.  And 
I’m  particularly  grateful  to  all  those  Mem¬ 
bers  that  are  here  today,  but  let  me  just 
particularly  welcome  Senator  Moynihan; 
Senator  Reid;  Senator  Lloyd  Bentsen,  our 
own  Senator  from  Texas;  Congressman  Bud 
Shuster;  Chairman  Roe  from  the  House  side 
who  did  such  a  superb  job  on  this;  Norm 
Mineta,  another  Member  of  Congress;  and 
then  my  old  friend  and  colleague  Congress¬ 
man  John  Paul  Hammerschmidt  from  Ar¬ 
kansas. 

But  there  are  many  more  Members  here 
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today.  And  the  point  I  want  to  make  is  this 
wasn’t  a  Republican  effort,  a  Democrat 
effort,  a  liberal  or  conservative.  It  was  bi¬ 
partisan,  and  it  was  all-American.  And  I 
think  it’s  going  to  be  a  great  thing  for  this 
country. 

I  also  want  to  salute  Steve  Bartlett,  a 
former  Member  of  Congress  who  has  long 
been  interested  in  this,  the  new  Mayor  of 
Dallas.  We  have  other  leaders  here  from 
Fort  Worth  as  well.  I’m  told  that  Charlotte 
Mays,  the  newly  elected  city  councilwoman 
from  Dallas,  came  over  with  us.  But  in  any 
event,  we  have  a  great  turnout  of  local  and 
State  officials  which  I  think  bodes  well  or 
speaks  well  of  the  kind  of  legislation  we 
have. 

We  also  have  with  us  the  Federal  High¬ 
way  Administrator,  Tom  Larson;  Urban 
Mass  Transit  Administrator  Brian  Clymer; 
the  Federal  Railroad  Administrator,  Gil 
Carmichael.  Arnold  Oliver  is  the  executive 
director  of  the  Texas  DOT.  James  Morris, 
chairman  of  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driv¬ 
ing,  is  here,  and  that’s  important.  Other 
representatives  of  MADD  are  with  us  here 
today. 

Honored  guests  and  fellow  Texans  and 
fellow  Americans,  welcome  to  all  of  you, 
particularly  those  working  in  this  construc¬ 
tion  project. 

That  great  observer  of  democracy,  de 
Tocqueville,  once  called  America  “a  land  of 
wonders  in  which  everything  is  in  constant 
motion  and  every  change  seems  an  im¬ 
provement.”  Well,  today  we  celebrate  an 
improvement  that  can  keep  America  in 
motion:  The  most  important  transportation 
bill,  as  Dr.  Friend  said,  since  President  Ei¬ 
senhower  started  the  Interstate  System  35 
years  ago. 

This  bill  will  launch  the  post-interstate 
era  of  America’s  surface  transportation 
system.  It  will  enable  us  to  build  and  repair 
roads,  fix  bridges,  and  improve  mass  transit; 
keeps  Americans  on  the  move,  and  help  the 
economy  in  the  process.  But  really,  it  is 
summed  up  by  three  words:  jobs,  jobs,  jobs. 
And  that’s  the  priority. 

Yes,  these  are  tough  times,  and  yes,  there 
are  layoffs.  And  many  families  are  having  a 
rough  go  of  it.  And  the  American  people 
want  action.  And  action  is  what  they’ll  get. 
And  I  want  every  American  to  know  that 


getting  the  economy  back  on  track  is  my 
number  one  priority,  and  I  expect  I  speak 
for  the  Members  of  Congress  here  from 
both  sides  of  the  aisle.  It  is  their  number 
one  priority  as  well. 

Today  we’re  taking  action:  $11  billion 
pumped  into  the  economy,  supporting 
600,000  jobs.  Tomorrow  I’ll  meet  with  the 
trade  mission  that  I’m  leading  to  Japan  to 
help  open  the  giant  markets  there  to  more 
American  exports.  And  that  means  the 
same  three  words:  jobs  and  jobs  and  jobs. 

We  Americans  are  inspired  by  the  idea 
that  tomorrow  can  be  better  than  today. 
And  shortly  I  will  sign  a  bill  that  puts  that 
idea  into  action.  Its  full  name  is  the  Inter- 
modal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency 
Act.  And  that’s  shorthand  for  progress: 
Progress  for  our  infrastructure,  for  the 
economy,  and  I’m  proud  to  stand  here  and 
say  this  bill  is  progress  for  working  Ameri¬ 
cans  all  across  this  great  country. 

This  act  will  pump  $11  billion  into  the 
economy  immediately,  supporting  more 
than  600,000  jobs  in  fiscal  1992;  in  Texas 
alone,  more  than  41,000  jobs.  Many  of  those 
workers  will  develop  sites  like  these,  dem¬ 
onstrating  the  combination  of  transporta¬ 
tion  planning,  high  tech,  and  teamwork  that 
America  needs  to  prevail  in  the  world  mar¬ 
ketplace. 

Today’s  event  confirms  that  America  will 
prevail.  As  a  result  of  this  bill,  on  this  site 
alone  it  means  150  jobs  and  $31  million  in 
spending.  And  the  benefits  won’t  stop  at 
this  site.  Not  far  from  here,  over  in  Plano, 
Texas,  a  company  called  Luminator  Mark 
Four  makes  products  for  mass  transit  sys¬ 
tems.  I  understand  that  Luminator  hopes  to 
use  funds  provided  by  this  act  to  expand  its 
work  force  by  35  percent.  That  would  be 
another  150  jobs,  jobs  right  here  in  our 
State  of  Texas. 

Across  America,  the  transportation  act 
will  help  companies  put  people  back  to 
work.  And  it’s  in  addition  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  programs  I’ve  ordered  speeded  up, 
putting  a  $9.7  billion  extra  into  the  econo¬ 
my  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the 
fiscal  year. 

And  this  bill  also  means  investment  in 
America’s  economic  future,  for  an  efficient 
transportation  system  is  absolutely  essential 


1632 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Dec.  18 


for  a  productive  and  efficient  economy. 
Give  Americans  the  tools  to  compete,  and 
I’m  confident  that  we  can  outthink,  outper¬ 
form,  outproduce  anybody,  anywhere. 

Our  bill  gives  the  private  sector  new  in¬ 
centives  to  support  our  road  system.  For 
instance,  this  land  has  been  donated  by 
local  business,  and  I’m  especially  proud  that 
Congress  accepted  our  proposal  to  help  pri¬ 
vate  firms  build  and  operate  new  private 
toll  roads.  Private  toll  roads  can  pay  their 
way,  creating  higher  State  and  local  reve¬ 
nues,  better  services,  more  investment,  and 
once  again,  more  jobs. 

Here’s  another  part  of  the  bill  I  like:  It 
authorizes  a  new  incentive  program  to  im¬ 
prove  occupant  safety  and  to  prevent  drunk 
driving.  Especially  in  the  holiday  season,  it 
just  breaks  my  heart  to  see  needless  tragedy 
on  our  Nation’s  roads.  It’s  time  we  got  the 
drunk  drivers  off  the  roads  once  and  for  all. 
And  I  know  the  people  of  MADD,  Mothers 
Against  Drunk  Driving,  agree  with  that. 
And  on  behalf  of  a  grateful  Nation,  this  is  a 
good  time  to  thank  them  for  what  they’re 
doing  for  everybody  all  across  this  country. 

As  much  as  anything,  by  improving  our 
transportation  system,  today’s  signing  will 
help  America  compete  in  the  global  mar¬ 
ketplace.  When  we  move  America,  Amer¬ 
ica  moves  the  world. 

And  it  doesn’t  require  genius  to  know 
that  in  an  international  marketplace,  a 
nation  moves  no  more  rapidly  than  its  infra¬ 
structure  permits.  And  yet,  too  often  goods 
are  held  up  or  workers  are  late  to  their  jobs 
because  our  surface  transportation  system 
simply  isn’t  up  to  the  job.  I’m  glad  to  say 
this  bill  is  going  to  start  changing  that. 

Each  year,  8  billion  hours,  it’s  estimated, 
are  wasted  in  traffic  delays.  This  act,  in 
combination  with  State  and  local  efforts, 
will  help  curb  congestion  through  projects 
that  link  highways  like  SH  360  and  mass 
transit  like  the  light  rail  and  high-speed  sys¬ 
tems  between  Dallas /Fort  Worth,  and  the 
DFW  Airport.  We  have  to  help  the  em¬ 
ployee  who’s  stuck  in  traffic  so  that  he  or 
she  can  get  to  work  and  help  the  econo¬ 
my.  And  the  place  to  start  that  one  is 
right  here;  the  time  to  begin,  right  now. 

All  of  us  know  the  state  of  some  of  our 
highways.  And  I’m  reminded  of  them  when 
I  read  the  Isaiah  verse  of  the  admonition 


that  “The  crooked  shall  be  made  straight, 
and  the  rough  places  plain.”  I’m  not  sure 
Isaiah  had  that  in  mind,  thinking  about  the 
shape  of  our  Interstate  System.  But  never¬ 
theless,  this  transportation  act  will  smooth 
out  and  streamline  our  Nation’s  highways. 
And  it  will  enhance  our  transportation  effi¬ 
ciency  by  investing  in  our  155,000-mile  Na¬ 
tional  Highway  System. 

I’m  pleased  that  the  increased  funding 
will  improve  road  conditions,  ease  traffic 
congestion,  and  reduce  delays  for  the  truck¬ 
ing  industry,  thus  letting  them  move  those 
consumer  goods  more  quickly  and  at  lower 
cost,  and  reducing  our  dependence  on  for¬ 
eign  oil.  The  new  National  System  will  rep¬ 
resent  only  4  percent  of  all  public  roads  but 
will  carry  75  percent  of  intercity  truck  traf¬ 
fic  and  40  percent  of  all  travel.  This  system 
will  increase  access  to  American  products 
and  services  and  then,  ultimately,  prosperi¬ 
ty.  And  that’s  good  for  Dallas,  good  for 
Texas,  good  for  Fort  Worth,  good  for  Tar¬ 
rant  County,  good  for  Dallas,  good  for 
America.  And  I’m  proud,  very  proud,  that 
the  bill  will  make  that  happen. 

Transportation  is  an  $800-billion-a-year 
business.  And  as  the  world  trade  grows 
larger  and  as  our  planet,  because  of  com¬ 
munications,  becomes  smaller,  an  efficient 
transportation  system  will  become  even 
more  important  than  it  is  today. 

So,  I  want  to  congratulate  Secretary  Skin¬ 
ner.  I  want  to  single  out  and  congratulate 
all  of  the  congressional  leaders  who  got  the 
job  done  on  this  legislation.  And  to  the  rest 
of  you  here,  our  many  partners  in  this  proc¬ 
ess,  my  appreciation  for  the  tireless  effort, 
the  long  hours,  and  determination  that  all 
of  you  invested  in  supporting  this  forward- 
looking  legislation. 

I  also  want  to  thank  the  State  highway 
and  transportation  administrators,  indeed, 
every  American.  You  knew  that  transporta¬ 
tion  can  help  keep  America  “a  land  of  won¬ 
ders,”  and  you  made  your  voices  heard. 

The  future  of  American  transportation 
begins  today.  And  so  when  we  look  back 
years  from  now  to  this  landmark  day  for 
America’s  transportation,  we’ll  be  able  to 
say,  “Mission  defined.  Mission  accom¬ 
plished.” 

So  to  all  of  you,  may  God  bless  you  at  this 
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very  special  time  of  year.  And  now  let  me 
sign  this  bill  so  we  can  get  some  projects 
under  way  and  get  people  back  to  work. 

And  thank  you  for  being  with  us,  all  of 
you. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:07  a.m.  at  a 
construction  site  on  State  Highway  360.  In 


his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Arnold  W. 
Oliver,  executive  director  of  the  Texas  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation;  Angela  Domin¬ 
guez  of  the  Austin  Bridge  Construction  Co.; 
and  Dr.  Theodore  W.  Friend  III,  president 
of  the  Eisenhower  Exchange  Fellowships, 
Inc.  HR.  2950,  approved  December  18,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-240. 


Remarks  to  the  American  Association  of  State  Highway  and 
Transportation  Officials  in  Dallas,  Texas 
December  18,  1991 


Ray,  thank  you  very  much  for  that  intro¬ 
duction.  It’s  nice  to  see  the  former 
AASHTO  Presidents  Hal  Rives  and  Kermit 
Justice;  AASHTO  Vice  President  Wayne 
Muri;  Frank  Francois,  the  director.  And  I 
really  must  acknowledge  somebody  that's 
very  special  to  this  occasion,  and  to  thank 
the  new  Chief  of  Staff  in  the  White  House, 
but  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  just 
gone  out  of  office,  Sam  Skinner,  who  is  with 
me  here  someplace.  Over  here:  Sam.  I 
know  that  everyone  realizes  what  he's  had 
to  do  with  all  of  this.  Acting  Secretary  of 
Transportation  Busey  is  with  us,  the  admi¬ 
ral.  And  out  in  the  audience,  of  course,  I 
want  to  single  out  our  good  friends  from 
the  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving. 

It  is  great  to  see  so  many  familiar  faces 
here,  including  many,  as  Ray  mentioned, 
who  were  with  us  in  Washington  this 
summer.  I  can't  help  but  remember  Yogi 
Berra’s  great  words,  you've  all  heard  it, 
“Deja  vu  all  over  again."  Here  we  are. 

I  also  want  to  single  out  the  Members  of 
the  Congress  that  are  with  us  today  be¬ 
cause,  as  I  said  out  at  the  site,  this  isn’t  a 
Republican  bill  or  a  Democrat  bill,  or  a  lib¬ 
eral  or  conservative;  it  is  an  American 
achievement.  And  the  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  that  are  with  us  today  deserve  special 
credit  from  the  American  people  for  their 
leadership,  for  their  stick-to-it-iveness  in 
getting  this  legislation  passed.  So  I  salute 
them,  the  ones  I  see  over  here,  and  I'm 
sure  there  may  be  others  scattered  through 
the  audience. 

Yogi  Berra,  he  always  had  a  way  with 


words,  as  I  told  you.  But  since  you  and  I 
met  in  the  Rose  Garden  last  June  a  lot  of 
things  really  have  happened,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  for  you,  the  first  stirrings  of  a  real 
revolution  in  transportation. 

Earlier  today,  as  I  mentioned,  not  far 
from  here,  I  signed  the  Intermodal  Surface 
Transportation  Efficiency  Act.  We've  got  to 
get  a  better  name  for  this  thing — [laugh¬ 
ter] — but  that’s  a  law  that  will  bring  our 
transportation  policy  into  the  21st  century 
and  will  let  us  build,  literally,  a  road  to  the 
future. 

This  law  culminates  more  than  2  years  of 
hard  work  by  our  administration,  and  it  il¬ 
lustrates  my  strategy  for  getting  things 
done:  First,  define  a  mission  and  accomplish 
it.  Early  on,  we  defined  our  mission:  To  lay 
the  foundation  for  the  most  significant  revo¬ 
lution  in  American  transportation  history. 
We  understood  from  day  one  that  America 
can't  move  ahead  in  the  international  mar¬ 
ketplace  any  more  rapidly  than  its  infra¬ 
structure  will  allow.  Ideas  fly  around  the 
globe  at  the  speed  of  light  because  the  in¬ 
frastructure  can  handle  the  traffic.  We  need 
that  kind  of  competitiveness  in  surface 
transportation.  After  all,  mobility  is  the  life¬ 
blood  of  the  modern  economy. 

Second  point:  Don't  define  your  missions 
in  isolation.  We  pursued  this  law  because  it 
moves  us  closer  to  our  three  top  domestic 
priorities:  jobs,  jobs,  and  jobs. 

Our  national  transportation  policy  begins 
with  a  big  dose  of  common  sense.  It  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  you  don't  get  anywhere  in 
a  traffic  jam.  A  worker  can't  do  much  for 
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the  economy,  the  family,  or  for  the  commu¬ 
nity  by  sitting  on  a  highway  listening  to  the 
radio.  A  vital  piece  of  equipment  trapped 
on  a  truck,  trapped  in  traffic,  won’t  do 
much  for  the  factory  that  needs  it.  And  a 
loved  one  rushing  for  an  airport  can’t  rejoin 
the  family  if  the  backups  on  the  expressway 
or  the  mass  transit  system  put  everything  in 
gridlock. 

You  have  to  move  to  improve.  And  let’s 
face  it,  we’re  not  moving  as  fast  as  we 
should. 

Last  week,  we  had  a  distinguished  visitor 
at  the  White  House,  Jay  Leno.  [Laughter] 
And  he  did  a  little  comedy  performance 
there  with  Marlin  Fitzwater  in  the  press 
room,  and  then  he  was  over  at  the  National 
Press  Club.  And  I  know  that  the  press  does 
a  good  enough  job  with  political  comedy  on 
its  own,  but  nevertheless.  At  any  rate,  he 
was  making  fun  of  a  proposal  to  put  micro- 
wave  ovens  in  cars.  That’s  right,  microwave 
ovens  so  drivers  can  feed  themselves  while 
they  wait.  [Laughter]  I  think  we  better 
dedicate  ourselves,  as  everybody  here  has, 
to  a  microwave-free  future  for  our  high¬ 
ways.  [Laughter] 

The  reason’s  simple.  Every  hour  wasted 
on  overburdened  transportation  systems 
costs  us  a  piece  of  our  future.  Congestion, 
congestion  caused  more  than  8  billion  hours 
of  delay  on  our  roads.  And  that’s  the 
amount  of  time  4  million  workers  spend  on 
the  job  each  year. 

In  other  words,  Americans  nationwide 
waste  more  time  each  year  in  traffic  delays 
than  workers  spend  on  the  job  at  all  our 
auto  companies,  all  our  electronic  compa¬ 
nies,  all  our  textile  companies,  all  our 
lumber  companies,  and  all  our  furniture 
manufacturers  combined.  And  people 
wonder  why  the  AASHTO  members  get  so 
worked  up  about  the  importance  of  their 
work. 

The  waiting  exacts  other  costs,  too.  You’re 
familiar  with  them:  $34  billion  in  wasted 
fuel  expenses  in  our  39  largest  metropolitan 
areas.  And  the  point  is  simple:  We  cannot 
afford,  or  put  it  this  way,  we  can’t  afford 
not  to  invest  in  transportation.  No  matter 
how  much  people  might  want  to  ignore  the 
rest  of  the  world,  we  must  make  a  choice: 
Take  the  lead,  or  let  others  pass  us  by. 

Well,  I  prefer  to  lead,  and  I  demanded  a 


national  transportation  strategy  that  builds 
a  foundation  for  the  future.  And  I  wanted  a 
transportation  law  that  would  address  road 
and  bridge  needs  around  the  country;  a  law 
that  would  complete  important  mass  transit 
projects;  a  law  that  would  encourage  inno¬ 
vation  in  every  aspect  of  our  transportation 
network,  from  road  construction  to  high- 
tech  rail  systems. 

This  law  accomplishes  that  mission.  It  will 
establish  a  155,000-mile  National  Highway 
System.  Roads  that  will  comprise  only  4 
percent  of  our  total  public  road  mileage, 
but  that  will  carry  75  percent  of  our  inter¬ 
city  truck  traffic  and  40  percent  of  our 
highway  traffic.  That  is  efficiency. 

Our  law  accomplishes  that  mission.  It  will 
establish  a  155,000-mile  National  Highway 
System.  Roads  that  will  comprise,  as  I  say,  4 
percent.  This  law  also  encourages  States  to 
build  the  roads  they  need,  not  the  roads 
that  some  faraway  central  planner  thinks 
that  they  ought  to  have.  And  that’s  just 
plain  common  sense. 

The  Highway  System  created  by  Dwight 
Eisenhower  in  ’56,  1956,  revolutionized 
American  life  forever.  It  spawned  suburbs, 
cultivated  more  than  200  new  centers  of 
commerce  and  culture,  edge  cities,  as 
they’re  called  in  the  new  book.  Where  bare 
fields  stood  30  years  ago,  American  enter¬ 
prise  now  thrives,  with  office  space  and 
shopping  centers,  entertainment  areas;  re¬ 
gions  that  function  as  workplaces  by  day 
and  then  recreational  hubs  by  night. 

Our  new  transportation  law  will  pump 
new  life  into  these  newest  cities  and  sup¬ 
port  their  further  evolution.  It  will  enhance 
great  centers  like  this  Dallas /Fort  Worth 
area,  where  roads  and  rails  have  paved  the 
way  to  more  than  500,000  new  jobs  in  the 
past  decade  alone. 

This  law  encourages  local  governments  to 
invest  in  innovations  such  as  privately  built 
toll  roads.  Construction  on  such  a  road  will 
begin  soon  just  outside  of  Washington,  and 
that’s  just  a  beginning.  Wall  Street,  they’ve 
begun  to  develop  a  brand-new  market  for 
financing  privately  built  and  operated  infra¬ 
structure.  Investors  know  a  winner  when 
they  see  it. 

These  roads  will  pay  for  themselves  and, 
in  addition,  they  can  support  other  projects. 
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Operators  of  the  Dulles  Toll  Road  will  pay 
taxes,  which  can  leverage  even  more  trans¬ 
portation  financing.  In  short,  private 
projects  get  the  most  bang  for  the  buck  and 
give  us  a  better  shot  at  meeting  our  vast 
transportation  needs.  And  that  is  innova¬ 
tion.  And  that  is  good  government. 

Consider  other  items,  if  you  will,  in  our 
new  transportation  law: 

It  authorizes  funds  for  an  incentive  pro¬ 
gram  to  prevent  drunk  driving  and  im¬ 
prove  occupant  safety,  two  very  worthy 
goals,  especially  during  the  holiday  season. 
And  it  provides  $38  billion  to  improve  our 
new  National  Highway  System. 

It  sets  aside  $24  billion  to  fund  a  variety 
of  highway  and  transit  projects. 

It  simplifies  the  means  by  which  truckers 
register  their  vehicles:  Liability  insurance, 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  oper¬ 
ation  authority,  and  mileage  for  State  fuel 
tax  payments.  In  so  doing,  it  could  save 
trucking  companies  $1  billion  this  year. 

Our  law  will  help  States  meet  their  envi¬ 
ronmental  responsibilities  without  stopping 
the  wheels  of  progress.  Our  law  will  encour¬ 
age  exploration  into  new  transportation 
technologies  such  as  these  high-speed  rail 
systems. 

And  last,  but  certainly  not  least,  our  law 
will  create  good  American  jobs  today  and 
good  American  jobs  tomorrow.  And  it  will 
build  a  foundation  for  creating  more  good 
American  jobs  in  the  future. 

The  funding  in  the  law  will  support  more 
than  600,000  jobs  in  this  fiscal  year.  But 
that’s  just  the  start.  Private  projects  funded 
with  this  money  will  generate  even  more 
work  for  Americans.  And  as  I’ve  said  all 
along,  a  good  transportation  network  will 
support  jobs  that  wouldn’t  exist  otherwise. 
And  that’s  the  biggest  benefit  of  this  new 
law.  It  sets  in  motion  projects  that  will  give 
America  the  ability  to  move  forward  as 
never  before. 

I’ve  instructed  the  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation  to  get  the  money  moving  now. 
We  will  make  available  the  vast  majority  of 
State  money  from  the  Highway  Trust  Fund. 
And  we’ll  accelerate  the  release  of  $300 
million  for  mass  transit  projects.  I  encour¬ 
age  you  to  do  your  part  in  making  sure  this 
money  gets  to  its  destination  swiftly,  gets 
used  wisely,  and  helps  Americans  build  the 


foundations  for  the  next  American  century. 
And  moreover,  I’d  like  to  challenge  you  all 
to  look  past  the  old  ways  of  doing  business 
and  dare  to  innovate,  to  create  new  means 
of  moving  America  forward. 

Earlier  today,  out  at  that  construction  site 
not  far  from  here,  I  stood  there,  and  I 
thought  of  the  incredible  vigor  of  this 
region,  all  fueled  by  transportation  infra¬ 
structure.  A  new  kind  of  exploration  and 
vigor  assails  the  senses,  the  hustle  and  the 
bustle,  the  tornado  of  activity.  And  today  I 
saw  a  domestic  vision  in  sweat  and  toil,  con¬ 
crete  and  steel,  not  some  abstract  proposal 
but  a  program  that  will  produce  real  results 
now. 

This  law — and  you  all  know  this — this  law 
will  not  solve  all  our  transportation  chal¬ 
lenges.  It’s  not  going  to  fill  every  pothole, 
build  every  road  we  require,  mend  every 
bridge,  create  all  the  new  technologies  we 
want  to  see.  Let’s  face  it,  it  would  take 
billions  and  billions  more  to  take  care  of 
every  need.  But  this  law  puts  us  on  the 
move.  It  commits  real  resources  now.  And 
it  encourages  the  kind  of  innovation  that 
we  will  need  in  the  future. 

This  law  will  make  a  huge  difference  for 
all  of  us.  It  will  help  young  fathers  rush 
their  wives  to  a  delivery  room.  It  will 
enable  buses  to  ferry  children  safely  and 
swiftly  to  school.  It  will  help  just-in-time 
manufacturers  receive  the  parts  they  need 
when  they  need  them.  It  will  keep  America 
where  it  belongs,  in  the  passing  lane. 

Every  American  understands  transporta¬ 
tion’s  importance.  Just  think  about  the  way 
we  talk.  When  we  talk  about  progress,  we 
talk  about  getting  things  moving.  When  we 
talk  about  roads  and  rails,  we  call  them  ar¬ 
teries.  Well,  enough  talk.  Today,  we  act.  We 
start  improving  our  roads  and  bridges  and 
railways,  our  equal  opportunity  escorts  to 
the  future.  And  so  when  we  look  back  years 
from  now  to  this  landmark  day  for  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  transportation,  we’ll  be  able  to  say: 
“Mission  defined.  Mission  accomplished.” 

Thank  you.  And  may  God  bless  you  in 
your  work,  and  may  God  bless  our  great 
country,  especially  at  this  time  of  year. 
Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:15  p.m.  at 
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the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel.  In  his  remarks ,  he  cis  B.  Francois ,  president  and  executive  di - 
referred  to  A.  Ray  Chamberlain  and  Fran-  rector  of  AASHTO. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Intermodal  Surface  Transportation 
Efficiency  Act  of  1991 
December  18,  1991 


Today  I  am  pleased  to  sign  into  law  H.R. 
2950,  the  “Intermodal  Surface  Transporta¬ 
tion  Efficiency  Act  of  1991.”  This  law  pro¬ 
vides  a  new  structure  for  our  Federal  sur¬ 
face  transportation  programs — highway, 
highway  safety,  and  transit — and  authorizes 
funds  for  those  programs  for  the  next  6 
years. 

H.R.  2950  is  landmark  legislation.  It  will 
carry  the  Nation  into  the  post-interstate  era 
and  help  provide  the  transportation  infra¬ 
structure  for  improved  economic  productiv¬ 
ity  and  enhanced  international  competitive¬ 
ness.  In  the  short  term,  this  bill  means  jobs 
for  working  Americans.  It  provides  more 
than  $11  billion  that  can  be  used  this  fiscal 
year  to  build  highway  projects.  During  the 
coming  year,  those  funds  will  provide  jobs 
for  over  600,000  Americans.  The  law  will 
continue  to  support  jobs  in  the  highway  and 
transit  construction  industries  over  the  next 
6  years. 

When  we  submitted  to  the  Congress  our 
proposal  for  reauthorization  of  Federal  sur¬ 
face  transportation  programs  earlier  this 
year,  all  those  involved  with  the  Nation’s 
surface  transportation  system  recognized 
that  it  was  time  to  redesign  these  programs. 
The  Interstate  System — the  largest  public 
works  project  in  history — is  very  near  com¬ 
pletion,  and  this  law  provides  the  final 
funds  to  finish  it.  The  Interstate  System  has 
fundamentally  changed  transportation  in 
America.  It  has  become  easier  and  cheaper 
to  move  goods,  and  virtually  all  Americans 
benefit  from  the  speed  and  efficiency  with 
which  they  can  move  from  place  to  place 
on  our  interstate  highways.  But  our  focus 
must  now  shift  from  major  highway  con¬ 
struction  to  better  maintenance,  manage¬ 
ment,  and  use  of  our  existing  highway  and 
transit  facilities.  * 

A  key  element  of  our  proposal  was  the 


National  Highway  System.  Ours  was  not  a 
call  for  a  major  new  construction  program, 
but  rather  for  identification  of  those  key 
highways  throughout  the  country  that  are 
the  arteries  for  interstate  and  interregional 
travel  or  roads  that  link  those  routes  to 
major  ports,  airports,  and  other  critical 
transportation  facilities.  It  was  a  call  for 
dedication  of  sufficient  funds  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Highway  System  to  ensure  that  projected 
traffic  increases  on  those  highways  can  be 
accommodated  without  deterioration  in 
their  physical  condition  or  ability  to  move 
traffic.  This  new  law  establishes  the  Nation¬ 
al  Highway  System  and  provides  the  funds 
necessary  to  keep  it  performing  efficiently. 

Another  major  element  of  our  proposal 
was  to  provide  State  and  local  officials  un¬ 
precedented  flexibility.  We  proposed  to 
give  those  officials  the  discretion  to  use  a 
major  portion  of  their  Federal  surface  trans¬ 
portation  funds  on  the  improvements  that 
would  best  meet  local  needs,  whether  high¬ 
way  projects  or  public  transit  projects.  State 
and  local  officials  have  played  an  ever  more 
important  role  in  project  monitoring  as  the 
Federal  programs  have  matured.  The  day 
has  clearly  come  for  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  to  step  back  and  let  its  partners  play 
the  lead  role,  as  this  law  provides. 

We  all  also  recognized  the  need  for  a 
larger  role  for  the  private  sector  in  helping 
to  meet  surface  transportation  needs.  This 
legislation  establishes  that  new  private 
sector  role.  It  is  historic  because  of  the 
changes  it  makes  to  encourage  privatization 
of  our  transportation  infrastructure.  It  re¬ 
moves  a  number  of  Federal  barriers  to  pri¬ 
vate  sector  involvement.  It  lifts  the  current 
general  prohibition  against  financing  high¬ 
way  improvements  with  a  combination  of 
Federal  funds  and  private  investment  to  be 
repaid  with  toll  revenue.  Federal  funds  will 
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be  available  to  help  entrepreneurs  who, 
under  contract  with  appropriate  public  au¬ 
thorities,  are  willing  to  build  or  improve 
roads  that  motorists  want  and  are  willing  to 
pay  to  use.  The  Act  will  leverage  more  dol¬ 
lars  into  the  transportation  infrastructure 
and  create  even  more  jobs. 

The  new  law  extends  the  current  Federal 
highway  traffic  safety  program,  which  has 
proven  to  be  so  successful:  the  fatality  rate 
on  our  Nation's  highways  was  lower  in  1990 
than  in  any  year  since  records  have  been 
kept.  In  addition  to  extending  our  current 
efforts,  the  law  establishes  new  incentive 
grant  programs  to  encourage  the  States  to 
fight  drunk  driving  and  promote  the  safety 
of  vehicle  occupants. 

Title  VII  of  the  bill  is  intended  to  resolve 
the  current  inability  of  the  Metropolitan 
Washington  Airports  Authority  to  pursue  its 
program  of  long-term  improvements  at  Na¬ 
tional  and  Dulles  Airports.  The  Supreme 
Court  declared  a  congressional  oversight 
mechanism  in  the  1986  legislation  creating 
the  Airports  Authority  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  separation  of  powers  principles  of  the 
Constitution.  During  congressional  consid¬ 
eration  of  amendments  intended  to  cure 
the  defects  found  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  Administration  expressed  the  view  that 
the  new  Board  of  Review  created  by  Title 
VII  would  violate  the  Appointments  Clause 
of  the  Constitution.  We  adhere  to  this  view, 
noting  that  the  matter  will  now  be  resolved 
in  court.  I  strongly  support  the  shift  of  these 
former  Federal  facilities  to  regional  control, 


and  my  Administration  stands  ready  to 
assist  in  developing  legislative  amendments 
that  will  not  be  subject  to  constitutional 
challenge. 

This  new  law  gives  us  the  means  to  im¬ 
prove  our  surface  transportation  system  in 
the  years  to  come,  but  it  also  promotes  re¬ 
search  into  what  surely  will  be  revolution¬ 
ary  changes  in  the  next  century.  Intelligent 
vehicle-highway  systems,  magnetically  levi¬ 
tated  high-speed  ground  transportation  sys¬ 
tems,  and  a  new  transit  research  partner¬ 
ship  with  State  and  local  governments  are 
given  new  impetus  in  this  law.  Further,  this 
law  provides  new  tools  to  ensure  that  trans¬ 
portation  improvements  address  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  environmental  needs.  For  example,  it 
provides  funds  for  wetlands  mitigation 
banks  and  for  transportation  projects  that 
will  improve  our  air  quality. 

Any  legislation  this  comprehensive  and 
involving  this  much  change  is  sure  to  raise 
serious  policy  issues  about  which  reasonable 
people  will  disagree,  and  this  new  law  has 
been  no  exception.  I  commend  the  major 
sponsors  of  this  legislation,  however,  for 
staying  the  course,  striking  compromises 
among  the  many  conflicting  views  over  the 
shape  of  these  new  programs,  and  produc¬ 
ing  this  much-needed  bill. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  18,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  2950,  approved  December  18, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-240. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitz water  on  the  Resignation  of 
Frederick  D.  McClure  as  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Legislative 
Affairs 


December  19,  1991 

President  Bush  today  accepted  with 
regret  the  resignation  of  Frederick  D. 
McClure,  37,  who  has  served  as  Assistant  to 
the  President  for  Legislative  Affairs  since 
the  beginning  of  the  administration.  Fred  is 
resigning  to  become  a  director  and  member 
of  the  management  committee  of  First 


Southwest  Co.  in  Dallas,  TX.  First  South¬ 
west  is  a  diversified  investment  banking 
firm.  His  resignation  is  effective  February  1, 
1992. 

“Fred  McClure  has  served  with  dedica¬ 
tion  and  creativity,”  President  Bush  said 
when  accepting  his  resignation.  “Fred  has 
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directed  enormous  victories  in  legislative  ef¬ 
forts  ranging  from  the  Americans  with  Dis¬ 
abilities  Act,  the  Clean  Air  Act,  the  Persian 
Gulf  resolution,  the  civil  rights  bill,  extend¬ 
ing  fast  track  negotiating  authority  for  the 
North  American  free  trade  agreement,  and 
the  recently  signed  highway  legislation.  He 


also  has  been  a  crucial  member  of  my  team 
in  ensuring  that  none  of  my  24  vetoes  have 
been  overridden  when  I  have  been  forced 
to  use  this  tool  to  ensure  the  passage  of 
sound  legislation.  I  am  enormously  grateful 
for  his  advice  and  support  throughout  this 
administration.” 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Reporting  Budget  Deferrals 
December  19,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

In  accordance  with  the  Congressional 
Budget  and  Impoundment  Control  Act  of 
1974,  I  herewith  report  three  new  and  two 
revised  deferrals  of  budget  authority  for  FY 
1992  now  totaling  $3,944,898,210. 

These  deferrals  affect  International  Secu¬ 
rity  Assistance  programs  as  well  as  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  Agency  for  International  De¬ 
velopment  and  the  Departments  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  State.  The  details  of  these  defer¬ 


rals  are  contained  in  the  attached  report. 
Sincerely, 


George  Bush 


Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives ,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate.  The  report  detailing  the  deferrals 
was  published  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
December  30. 


The  President’s  News  Conference  With  Foreign  Correspondents 
December  19,  1991 


Free  and  Fair  Trade 

The  President.  Today  I  sat  across  the  table 
from  a  number  of  America’s  toughest  com¬ 
petitors.  They  weren’t  the  Japanese  or  Ko¬ 
reans  or  the  Germans;  they  were,  in  fact, 
the  leaders  of  some  of  America’s  finest  busi¬ 
nesses.  And  they  were  here  with  me  today 
because  they  care  about  American  jobs. 
And  they  were  coming  with  me  to  Asia  10 
days  from  now  for  the  same  reason,  Ameri¬ 
can  jobs. 

The  meeting  we  had  today  and  the  mis¬ 
sion  that  we  will  embark  upon  soon  demon¬ 
strates  that  we  will  relentlessly  pursue  our 
mission  to  create  jobs  and  restore  prosperity 
for  all  Americans. 

Now,  every  one  of  these  business  leaders 
knows  that  right  now  during  tough  times 
exports  are  our  strong  suit.  They  know  that 
the  Asian  market  is  growing  and  largely  un¬ 
tapped.  They  also  know  better  than  anyone 


that  American  goods  and  services  are 
higher  quality  and  more  competitive  than 
ever  before.  New  exports  mean  new  jobs, 
good  jobs:  20,000  new  jobs  for  every  billion 
in  new  manufactured  exports. 

When  the  playing  field  is  level,  when  our 
trading  partners  provide  U.S.  companies  the 
same  kind  of  opportunities  that  their  firms 
enjoy  here,  our  workers  can  compete  with 
anybody,  anytime,  anywhere.  And  that’s  not 
just  free  trade,  that’s  fair  trade.  And  I  will 
continue  to  insist  upon  that  kind  of  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  nations  that  I  visit  in  January. 

The  changes  around  the  world  these  last 
2  years  present  a  tremendous  challenge  to 
all  of  us.  And  they  also  present  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  opportunity  to  promote  democracy, 
peace,  and  yes,  prosperity.  America  is  a  Pa¬ 
cific  nation.  We  have  a  broad  range  of  in¬ 
terests  throughout  the  region,  including  im¬ 
portant  security  arrangements  and  political 
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relationships. 

During  this  upcoming  trip,  we  will  not 
neglect  those  security  and  political  relation¬ 
ships.  I  know  every  American  cares  deeply 
about  the  prospects  of  a  freer  and  safer 
world.  And  I  also  know  that  America  bene¬ 
fits  when  our  citizens  and  our  companies 
play  an  active  role  in  world  markets.  En¬ 
gagement  in  the  global  marketplace  affects 
the  prices  we  pay  for  goods  and  services  as 
well  as  the  strength  of  a  vibrant  and  grow¬ 
ing  economy,  the  kind  where  everyone  who 
wants  to  work  has  a  good  job  at  a  good 
wage.  And  that’s  why  we  must  stay  engaged 
overseas,  because  it  matters  so  much  right 
here  at  home. 

We  want  markets  that  are  fully  open  to 
American  goods  and  services.  And  I  will 
stress  that  we’re  looking  for  a  true  econom¬ 
ic  partnership  on  this  trip,  one  of  shared 
responsibilities  for  promoting  open  markets 
and  financial  services.  And  then  I’ll  urge 
them  to  join  us  in  redoubling  their  efforts 
to  help  all  the  world’s  economies,  help 
them  grow,  by  achieving  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion  to  the  Uruguay  round  of  trade  nego¬ 
tiations. 

The  U.S.  is  by  far  the  largest  open  market 
in  the  entire  world,  and  that’s  been  good 
for  the  United  States,  no  question  about 
that.  But  our  friends  and  allies  have  benefit¬ 
ed  greatly  from  this  and  must  share  the 
responsibility  for  an  open  trading  system. 
This  trip  alone  obviously  will  not  solve  all 
the  trade  frictions  between  our  countries.  It 
will  not  create  a  new  American  export 
boom  overnight.  What  it  will  do  is  demon¬ 
strate  that  trade  is  a  two-way  street;  that 
our  relationships  around  the  world  are  im¬ 
portant  to  us;  and  that  in  a  world  more 
hopeful  of  a  peaceful  future  than  ever 
before,  the  United  States  will  continue  to 
lead. 

This  will  be  the  first  trip  by  me  to  Asia 
since  the  end  of  the  cold  war.  And  so,  the 
security  concerns  will  be  discussed.  But 
what  I’ve  talked  about  here  will  be  leading 
the  agenda. 

Now,  we’ll  begin  to  start  right  here  with 
Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  Inter¬ 
national],  and  then  we’ll  move  over  here. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  makes  you  think 
you’ll  succeed  with  Japan  on  the  trade  ques¬ 
tion  where  all  of  your  predecessors  have 


failed?  What  is  your  leverage?  What  are 
your  goals?  What  has  changed? 

The  President.  I  was  talking  to  these  busi¬ 
nessmen  today,  and  each  of  them  appears, 
maybe  not  every  one  of  them,  but  most  of 
them  have  been  contacted  by  those  with 
whom  they  do  business  in  Japan.  And  all  of 
them  that  spoke  at  the  meeting  indicated 
they  felt  the  time  was  right  to  move  for¬ 
ward  in  terms  of  open  markets.  So,  there’s  a 
climate  that  I  think  might  be  helpful.  I’m 
concentrating  here  on  Japan.  It’s  not  only 
Japan  where  we  have  problems.  But  I  think 
Mr.  Miyazawa,  the  very  able  Prime  Minister 
of  Japan,  understands  this,  understands  the 
need  to  move  forward.  So,  when  you  talk  to 
the  outside  experts,  I  think  they’re  telling 
me,  anyway,  that  there  is  a  much  better 
climate.  And  so,  we’ll  see  when  we  get 
there  whether  that  works.  But  I  am  deter¬ 
mined. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  pressure  point - 

The  President.  What’s  that  mean? 

Q. - in  any  way  in  terms  of  retaliation? 

The  President.  Well,  were  going  over 
there  to  try  to  get  some  things  done.  And  I 
don’t  need  to  go  into  exactly - 

Well  go  to  the  AP,  and  then  well  start 
over  here  because  this  is  a  press  conference 
primarily  for  journalists  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  that  are  here. 

Q.  You’re  talking  about  a  much  better 
climate.  But  just  today,  the  Japanese  Prime 
Minister,  Miyazawa,  closed  out  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  improving  or  changing  their  ban  on 
rice  imports.  And  yesterday  the  Korean 
Ambassador  said  that  you  shouldn’t  be 
pressing  Korea  at  this  time  on  trade  dis¬ 
putes  because  they  have  their  own  internal 
economic  problems.  It  sounds  like  a  lot  of 
intransigence  there.  How  do  you  expect  to 
accomplish  anything  with  these  kinds  of  at¬ 
titudes? 

The  President.  What  I  expect  to  do  is  try 
to  be  assisting  the  American — making  clear 
what’s  at  stake  in  terms  of  the  American 
market,  what’s  at  stake  in  terms  of  jobs  for 
the  American  people.  And  I  wouldn’t  judge 
from  those  two  examples  that  everything  is 
going  to  be  intransigent.  But  I  would  say 
that  the  trip  is  to  break  down  intransigence 
where  we  find  it  and  have  freer  and  fairer 
trade.  And  that  message  I  will  carry  very, 
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very  forcefully.  We  have  shown  a  lot  of  for¬ 
bearance,  and  I  want  to  see  fairplay. 

Auto  Parts  Exports 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  just  empha¬ 
sized  the  economic  partnership.  And  how 
much  would  you  be  looking  for  in  Tokyo, 
with  regard  to  auto  parts  issues,  while  in 
Tokyo  to  discuss  with  the  Japanese  leader¬ 
ship? 

The  President  I’m  not  sure  I  would  quan¬ 
tify  it  for  you,  but  there’s  an  area  where  we 
should  be  doing  much,  much  more  business. 
We  are  good.  We  are  efficient.  We  have 
quality.  And  we  should  do  better  in  terms 
of  auto  parts.  So  without  setting  numbers 
for  you,  that  is  a  subject  that  is  going  to  be 
on  the  table.  That’s  a  subject  where  the 
Japanese  had  some  forthcoming  statements, 
as  a  matter  of  fact.  So  now  let’s  see  exactly 
how  it’s  going  to  work  out  in  practice.  We 
want  action  in  that  area. 

Q.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  statements 
by  the  Japanese  auto  industry  about  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  the  American  auto  parts  makers 
in  terms  of  what  you  just  described  as  eco¬ 
nomic  partnership? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  the  tone  of 
the  comments  was  extraordinarily  good. 
Now,  I  want  to  see  what  exactly  that  means. 
But  yes,  let’s  give  credit  where  credit  is 
due.  There’s  been  some  forthcoming  state¬ 
ments.  But  what  does  it  mean?  I’m  going  to 
be  talking  about  what  does  this  mean  in 
terms  of  American  product  that  has  fair  and 
equal  access.  We’ve  got  quality  products  in 
this  field.  But  I  think,  in  fairness,  there  have 
been  representations  that  we  can  make 
more  progress  in  that  area. 

Yeah,  back  here,  we’ll  just  start  right  with 
this  row;  three  in  a  row:  one,  two,  three. 

Q.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President  No,  you’ve  got  it:  one,  two, 
three.  Here  we  go. 

Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  We  learn 
today  that  you  announced  today  that  you 
sent  a  letter  to  Prime  Minister 
Miyazawa - 

The  President  Yes. 

Q. - December  7th.  And  what  was  the 

purpose  of  this  letter?  And  have  you  re¬ 
ceived  a  response  yet  from  Prime  Minister 


Miyazawa? 

The  President  In  the  first  place,  the  letter 
related  to  Japanese  help  in  finalizing  the 
Uruguay  round.  All  the  big  trading  nations 
must  be  involved  right  up  to  the  hilt  in 
getting  a  successful  conclusion  to  the  Uru¬ 
guay  round  of  trade.  And  I  can’t  tell  you.  I 
personally  haven’t  seen  the  response  if 
there  is  one.  Knowing  him,  I’m  sure  there 
will  be  a  very  thorough  and  forthcoming 
response.  But  I  haven’t  seen  it  through  our 
system  yet. 

Federal  Role  in  International  Trade 

Q.  The  fact  that  you  are  taking  a  business 
delegation  with  you  on  this  trip  will  clearly 
demonstrate  the  closer  cooperation  that  he 
has  tried  to  forge  with  the  American  indus¬ 
try  for  promoting  export.  But  ironically  in 
the  past,  however,  this  is  precisely  what  the 
Japanese  Government  and  industry  have 
been  accused  of  by  many  American  observ¬ 
ers  as  somewhat  unfair  government  assist¬ 
ance.  So,  I  wonder  if  philosophically  you 
feel  uncomfortable  about  what  could  look 
like  a  Government  intervention  into  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  private  industry. 

The  President.  Good  question.  The 
answer  is  no,  I  don’t  feel  uncomfortable  at 
all.  I  think  this  is  long  overdue.  And  we’re 
going  there  in  a  constructive  spirit.  Many  of 
the  people  that  are  going  with  me  have 
done  a  considerable  amount  of  business  in 
Japan.  They  know  the  Japanese  market. 
They  have  affection  and  respect  for  the  Jap¬ 
anese  people.  And  so,  I  feel  nothing  but 
pride  that  these  successful  and  strong 
people  will  be  there  to  help  me  make  the 
points  that  I’ve  made  in  the  opening  state¬ 
ment  here. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  still  take  the 
position  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  sponsor 
for  the  Middle  East  peace  process?  And  as 
relates  to  the  first  question,  what  role  will 
the  United  States  take  in  the  next  round  of 
talks,  especially  as  we  are  seeing  now  their 
latest  talks  didn’t  achieve  any  progress? 

The  President  The  answer  is  yes.  We  still 
view  it  that  the  Soviets  will  sponsor  the 
talks.  Mr.  Yeltsin  reiterated  to  Jim  Baker,  I 
believe,  that  they  wanted  to.  That  was  an 
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agreement.  They  were  very  useful,  forth¬ 
coming,  and  helpful  in  bringing  about  the 
original  conference  in  Madrid. 

And  then  what  was  the  second  part,  sir? 

Q.  What  role  will  the  United  States  play? 

The  President  The  United  States  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  have  the  same  role,  a  catalyst,  not 
attempting  to  dictate  solutions.  We  want  to 
be  an  honest  broker,  and  I  think  the  parties 
see  us  in  that  role.  And  that’s  the  role  that 
we  will  continue  to  play  at  this  point. 

Q.  And  do  you  think  the  talks  which 
ended  yesterday - 

The  President  I  was  disappointed.  Yes. 
Well,  I’m  told  some  progress  was  made. 
Don’t  quiz  me  on  what.  But  I  felt  that  a  lot 
of  time  was  spent  talking  about  modalities 
and  locations,  and  obviously  we  would  have 
liked  to  see  more  progress.  And  we  have 
shared  those  observations  with  the  various 
participants. 

Russia  and  the  Commonwealth 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  your  opinion 
about  the  creation  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States  on  the  U.S.S.R.  terri¬ 
tory?  Are  you  going  to  give  full  recognition 
to  this  community  and  to  the  Republics  of 
which  it’s  comprised?  And  will  you  agree 
that  Russia  should  become  a  successor  of 
the  Soviet  Union  for  international  agree¬ 
ments  and  take  its  place  in  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Security  Council? 

The  President  Well,  first,  on  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  itself,  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
various  Republics  to  work  out.  That  isn’t  a 
matter  for  the  United  States  to  attempt  to 
dictate.  We  couldn’t  do  it  anyway.  But  what 
our  view  has  been:  Engage  with  democratic 
reformers,  those  two  key  words.  Those  who 
favor  democracy  and  those  who  favor 
reform.  And  Jim  Baker,  on  his  trip,  has 
been  doing  that.  I  have  been  doing  that 
over  the  months. 

And  so,  they  will  sort  all  this  out.  He  has 
talked  to  them.  They’ve  talked  to  him  about 
recognition.  He  has  made  clear  that  certain 
steps  have  to  be  taken  particularly  in  this 
nuclear  question,  which  is  vital  and  where 
the  United  States  is  uniquely  qualified  to 
lead,  in  my  view. 

So,  that  one  has  to  be  done.  Peaceful  bor- 
ders  is  another  one.  The  CSCE  principles, 
which  includes  human  rights  and  respect 


for  minorities  in  each  of  these  Republics, 
that’s  another  one.  So,  they’re  sorting  all 
this  out  now.  It’s  in  the  process  of  being 
worked  out.  And  then  we  will  treat,  as  Jim 
has  told  them,  with  this  whole  question  of 
what  the  role  of  the  United  States  is  when 
whatever  evolves  has  evolved. 

That  would  include,  then  on  Russia  again, 
they  have  some  sorting  out  between  the 
Republics.  As  you  know,  the  Soviet  Union 
today  has  three  seats,  one  in  the  Security 
Council  and  then  two,  in  addition,  at  the 
United  Nations.  Now,  they’ve  got  a  lot  of 
sorting  out  to  do  as  this  new  Common¬ 
wealth  is  born.  And  we  are  not  fixing  to  get 
into  the  middle  of  that  until  they’ve  gone 
further  with  the  process. 

Way  back  there,  and  then  I  am  coming 
over  here.  I’m  looking  for  those  who  I 
might  recognize  as  coming  from  some  of 
the  countries  we’re  visiting,  which  is  hard 
to  do,  I’ll  tell  you. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  ask 
about  the  Middle  East  also,  Mr.  President. 
In  spite  of  the  good  relations  the  United 
States  has  with  Israel  and  the  potential  le¬ 
verage  it  has,  it  hasn’t  been  able  to  con¬ 
vince  Israel  to  stop  the  settlements  activi¬ 
ties.  Now,  the  Arabs  claim  that  without  a 
halt  to  the  settlements  there  cannot  be 
peace.  Now,  can  the  United  States  do  any¬ 
thing  more  than  to  say  that  they  are  an 
obstacle  to  peace  and  to  ask  of  Israel  to  stop 
them  in  order  to  promote  the  idea  of  peace 
more  energetically,  so  to  speak? 

The  President  What  we  would  like  to  do 
is  see  those  matters  discussed  in  substance. 
That’s  one  of  the  reasons  I  expressed  frus¬ 
tration  about  talks  that  talk  only  about 
where  the  next  meeting  is  going  to  be.  But 
we  have  problems  that  everyone  in  this 
room  knows,  and  I  think  around  the  world 
knows,  about  the  settlements,  feeling  they 
are  an  obstacle  to  peace.  And  we  have 
made  that  clear  to  our  Israeli  friends.  We 
have  problems  with  some  of  the  Arab  posi¬ 
tions,  the  boycott  for  example.  We  have 
made  that  clear  to  some  of  our  friends  in 
that  part  of  the  world. 

So,  we  cannot  wave  a  wand  and  dictate. 
We  can  make  suggestions  as  to  what  would 
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facilitate  the  peace  process,  and  we  have 
tried  to  do  that. 

Now,  where’s  this  voice  from  Australia? 
We  can’t  have  too  many  voices  speaking 
from  Australia.  It’s  two  against  one.  Go 
ahead,  and  then  we’ll  get  this  one  on  the 
aisle. 

Australia 

Q.  President  Bush,  could  I  ask  you  how 
you  feel  about  Bob  Hawke’s  demise  as  Aus¬ 
tralian  Prime  Minister  after  several  years  in 
office?  Are  you  aware  that  the  new  Prime 
Minister,  Paul  Keating,  doesn’t  play  golf?  So 
might  that  affect  your  plans  while  you’re  in 
Australia?  And  do  you  think  you’ll  still  see 
Hawke  while  you’re  there? 

The  President  Well  look,  I  think  every¬ 
body  knows  of  my  friendship  and  affection 
for  Bob  Hawke.  And  I’m  not  one  who  turns 
my  back  on  friends.  Now,  having  said  that, 
the  process  is  working.  The  party  has  select¬ 
ed  a  new  leader.  The  foreign  policy  of  the 
United  States  has  not  been  and  will  not  be 
set  on  individuals;  it’s  set  on,  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  a  historic,  good  relationship  between 
countries.  And  so  I  look  forward  to  dealing 
with  the  Government.  I  have  met  Mr.  Keat¬ 
ing.  I  know  him,  respect  him.  And  that’s 
their  problem.  They’ll  sort  that  out.  So,  I 
would  leave  it  right  there,  and  say  I’m  look¬ 
ing  forward  very  much  to  the  trip. 

Q.  Will  you  still  see  Hawke,  though? 

The  President.  Well,  I  certainly  hope  so, 
and  I’m  sure  I  will. 

I  might  say  to  the  Japanese  journalists 
here,  I  had  a  good  and  friendly  relationship 
with  Mr.  Kaifu.  The  process  moves  on.  You 
have  another  very  able  man  as  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  I  will  be  dealing  primarily  with  him. 
But  I  would  just  say  to  any  of  you  guys 
setting  the  schedule,  I’d  like  very  much  to 
see  former  Prime  Minister  Kaifu,  and  I’m 
sure  I  will. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  the  Australian  wheat 
farmers’  anger  regarding  the  export  en¬ 
hancement  programs? 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  And  are  you  going  to  meet  with  them 
while  you’re  in  Australia  as  they  have  re¬ 
quested? 

The  President.  I  don’t  know  about  the 
schedule.  I  am  aware  of  it.  I  think  they 
know  that  the  export  program,  enhance¬ 


ment  program,  passed  by  the  Congress — it 
is  part  of  our  law — is  not  aimed  at  Australia. 
Indeed,  I  am  prepared  to  tell  them  what’s 
happened  to  our  own  markets  in  terms  of 
total  world  market  percentage.  And  I  look 
forward  to  talking  to  whoever  it  is  I  talk  to. 
I  just  don’t  know  about  the  schedule.  I 
don’t  set  the  schedule,  and  I  don’t  know 
what’s  going  to  happen. 

Korea,  right  here. 

Korea 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  say  simply 
yes  or  no — [laughter] - 

The  President.  I  could,  but  I  seldom  do 
that  because  I  get  in  trouble  when  I  do 
that.  Could  I  have  your  question? 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  nuclear  bomb  in  the 
Korean  Peninsula  at  the  moment?  And  my 
followup  is  that,  what  is  your  future  nuclear 
policy  to  that  area?  Regardless,  you  have  or 
you  have  not  nuclear  bomb  presence? 

The  President.  Well,  as  you  know,  we 
never  confirm  or  deny  it.  I’m  glad  I  said 
before  you  asked  me  the  question,  “Do  I 
answer  yes  or  no.”  I  made  a  statement,  I 
believe  it  was  in  September,  about  removal 
of  U.S.  tactical  nukes  and  nukes  from  sur¬ 
face  vessels.  And  I’ll  just  leave  it  right 
there.  I  also  heard  what  the  Prime  Minister 
said,  and  I’m  not  about  to  argue  with  him. 
So,  those  statements  speak  for  themselves. 

Q.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President.  I’m  looking  for  some 
Singaporeans  around  here.  [Laughter.] 
You’re  next. 

ANZUS 

Q.  This  is  still  Pacific. 

The  President.  I  understand. 

Q.  How  important,  sir,  is  the  ANZUS  rela¬ 
tionship  in  this  evolving  nonnuclear  world? 
And  is  the  U.S.  closer  to  a  rapprochement 
with  New  Zealand,  or  do  you  still  want 
New  Zealand  to  change  their  antinuclear 
law  first? 

The  President.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  it 
troubles  me  because  we  have  had  a  strong 
relationship  with  New  Zealand.  And  I  really 
honestly  believe  there  is  great  affection  in 
this  country  for  New  Zealanders,  and  I 
think  there  is  in  New  Zealand  for  the 
United  States.  I’ve  been  there.  And  you  can 
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sense  it,  and  you  can  feel  it.  The  difficulty 
we  have  had  hopefully  is  well  on  its  way  to 
resolution  because  of  the  position  that  I  just 
mentioned  to  this  journalist  from  Korea. 
And  let’s  hope  now  that  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  see  this,  appreciate  that  step  and 
that  we  can  get  back  to  normal. 

Q.  On  the  ANZUS  relationship  and 
also - 

The  President  That  requires  more  than 
just  the  U.S.,  doesn’t  it?  So,  that  will  be  a 
good  subject  for  discussion  when  I  am  talk¬ 
ing  to  our  friends  in  Australia.  No,  but  I 
think  the  groundwork  is  there  because  of 
the  forward  position  that  we  took. 

ASEAN 

Q.  [Inaudible] — from  Indonesia.  My  ques¬ 
tion  is - 

The  President  False  colors.  I  thought  you 
were  from  Singapore.  Go  ahead.  [Laughter] 
Close  enough,  close  enough.  [Laughter] 

Q .  Is  it  true,  correct  to  say  that  your  visit 
to  Singapore,  which  is  a  sounding  board  to 
ASEAN,  is  primarily  on  trade  issues,  or  is  it 
also  related  to  security  and  human  rights 
issues?  And  the  second  is  whether  now  with 
the  demise  of  the  cold  war,  whether  you 
are  now  supporting  the  idea  of  ZOPFAN, 
zone  of  peace,  freedom,  and  neutrality. 
Thank  you. 

The  President  Good  question.  And  you’re 
right,  it  does  affect  the  ASEAN  area.  I  wish 
I  could  go  to  all  those  ASEAN  countries.  I 
couldn’t.  I’ve  been  to  most.  But  in  this  case 
I  can  tell  you  that  the  visit  will  be  on  a 
wide  array  of  subjects.  We  are  not  neglect¬ 
ing— and  this  is  a  point  I  will  make  to  our 
friends  in  Singapore  and  hopefully  to  the 
rest  of  Asia — we’re  not  neglecting  our  secu¬ 
rity  responsibilities.  I  think  there’s  been 
some  concern  about  what  position  the 
United  States  will  be  in  when  we  come  out 
of  the  Philippines. 

And  I  would  use  this  trip  to  reassure  the 
Singaporean  leaders  as  well  as  those  around 
that  we  are  not  going  to  pull  back.  I  also 
think,  and  this  is  a  broad  subject,  but  I 
think  it  is  one  that  should  resonate  at  home. 
We  are  not  neglecting  the  Pacific.  As  we 
have  coped,  and  I  hope  with  some  degree 
of  world  leadership,  with  the  Middle  East, 
with  the  changes  in  the  Republics,  with  the 
unification  of  Germany,  with  the  evolution 


in  Eastern  Europe,  I  think  there  has  been 
some  feeling  in  Asia,  and  you  all  are  the 
experts  on  it,  that  perhaps  we  are  neglect¬ 
ing.  And  so,  one  of  the  things  about  this  trip 
is  that  we  are  not,  we  don’t  intend  to,  nor 
will  we  neglect  our  role  as  one  who’s 
blessed  by  having  the  largest  trading  part¬ 
ners  being  the  Pacific  Rim. 

And  so,  it’s  partially  that.  We  will  have 
discussions,  we  always  do,  of  all  these  other 
questions  that  you  raise. 

Indonesia 

Q.  What  will  be  your  course  of  action,  sir, 
toward  Indonesia  now  that,  through  the 
witness  of  two  American  journalists,  it  has 
become  apparent  that  there  are  problems 
with  the  human  rights  in  East  Timor?  And 
what  would  be  your  advice,  sir,  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Portugal  as  the  administrating 
power  and  the  future  chairman  of  the  EC 
to  actually  rectify  the  situation  in  East 
Timor,  sir? 

The  President  Well,  a  lot  of  discussion  is 
going  on,  on  the  tragedy  in  East  Timor.  We 
have  expressed  ourself  in  terms  of  the  pure 
human  rights  part  of  it.  And  I  don’t  know 
that  on  this  trip  we  will  be  directly  in¬ 
volved  in  any  way  in  that  particular  ques¬ 
tion.  We  pride  ourselves,  and  I  think  prop¬ 
erly  so,  on  standing  up  for  human  rights, 
and  I  think  we’ve  made  clear  to  the  parties 
that  are  interested  there  the  U.S.  position.  I 
don’t  know  how  it  will  come  out,  frankly,  at 
forthcoming  meetings.  I  just  can’t  help  you 
on  that. 

Recognition  of  Soviet  Republics 

Q.  Mr.  President,  today  the  Swedish  Gov¬ 
ernment  recognized  Russia,  Byelorussia, 
and  Ukraine.  When  will  the  U.S.  do  the 
same? 

The  President  We  are  taking  these  things 
under  advisement.  We  don’t  know;  can’t 
give  you  an  exact  date.  I  have  said  what  our 
responsibilities  as  a — I  think  I  feel  a  certain 
custodial  responsibility  on  this  whole  ques¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  weapons,  nonproliferation.  I 
think  we  have  a  disproportionate  responsi¬ 
bility  for  that.  And  so  we  want  to  see  these 
questions  that  I  mentioned  to  you,  men¬ 
tioned  to  the  gentleman  back  here,  re¬ 
solved  or  moved  well  on  the  way  to  resolu- 
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tion.  Then  we,  at  our  time,  will  make  the 
determination  that  you  ask  about,  the  offi¬ 
cial  stamp  of  recognition. 

IVe  already  indicated  that  as  these 
people  self-determine,  we  are  very  flexible 
and  open  about  the  question  of  recognition. 
But  we  also  want  to  see  adherence  to  these 
principles  that  IVe  outlined.  So,  I  can’t  give 
you  an  exact  date.  But  that’s  going  to  be 
right  on  the  frontline  of  the  agenda  to  dis¬ 
cuss  with  Secretary  Baker,  whom  I  talked  to 
just  a  few  minutes  ago.  And  he  filled  me  in 
a  little  on  this  question  of  his  talks  on  all  of 
these  different  Republics.  But  I  need  to  sit 
down  with  him,  with  General  Scowcroft 
and  others,  and  then  we  will  be  talking 
more  about  timing. 

Q.  But  there  will  be  a  recognition  sooner 
or  later? 

The  President  Well,  as  I’ve  indicated, 
there  will  be,  I  mentioned  this  about  the 
Ukraine,  but  there  are  certain  things  that 
have  to  be  resolved.  We’re  not  trying  to 
determine  with  finality  how  that  area  is 
going  to  look.  These  people  are  elected. 
These  people  are  elected.  Now,  they  sit 
down  with  each  other  and  sort  it  out.  They 
don’t  need  the  United  States  to  intervene  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  a  Republic  or  in  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  Republics  themselves.  So, 
it’s  just  going  to  take  a  little  bit  of  time. 

But  the  Baker  trip  is  very  useful.  I  am  in 
touch,  as  you  know,  with  Gorbachev,  with 
Yeltsin.  We  receive  visitors  all  the  time 
here.  And  we’re  watching  it  very,  very 
closely,  and  hopefully,  in  terms  of  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  and  medicines,  playing  a  very 
constructive  role. 

This  gentleman  was  on  his  feet,  and  I  had 
recognized  two  at  once. 

North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  Talking 
about  jobs,  how  soon  do  you  want  the  free 
trade  agreement  with  Mexico  and  Canada 
to  be  completed,  and  are  you  going  to  talk 
with  the  Asian  leaders  about  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  trading  blocs,  like  the  North  Amer¬ 
ica  trade  bloc,  or - 

The  President  Well,  I’m  sure  they’ll  be 
interested  in  our  view  on  that.  And  yes,  I’m 
perfectly  prepared  to  discuss  it  with  them.  I 
believe  this  agreement,  this  getting  a  fair 
trade  agreement  with  Mexico,  what  we  call 


the  NAFTA,  the  North  American  fair  trade 
agreement,  should  be  reached  as  soon  as 
possible.  And  with  the  able  President  of 
Mexico,  Carlos  Salinas,  I  agreed  this  week, 
just  a  few  days  ago,  that  we  would  try  to 
get  a  bracketed  text  to  present  and  to  work 
with  by  the  end  of  January  or  sometime  in 
January. 

There  was  a  wild  bunch  of  stories  around 
here  that  did  not  reflect  my  views,  saying 
that  we  didn’t  want  to  get  this  trade  agree¬ 
ment  finished.  And  this  gives  me  my  first 
press  conference  opportunity,  although  I 
think  I’ve  responded  to  questions  on  it,  to 
say  that  that  is  not  true.  We  want  an  agree¬ 
ment,  a  good  agreement,  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble.  I  am  not  going  to  send  an  agreement  to 
the  Congress  that  can’t  be  passed.  I’m  not 
going  to  send,  in  other  words,  a  bad  agree¬ 
ment.  We’re  in  close  touch  with  Congress, 
but  I  want  to  get  it  done.  And  do  you  know 
why?  I’m  all  for  more  trade  with  Mexico, 
but  I  want  to  help  the  American  economy, 
and  one  way  to  do  it  is  to  create  the  addi¬ 
tional  jobs  that  will  come  from  expanding 
our  own  markets  abroad.  And  I  also  think 
that  it’s  in  Mexico’s  interest. 

So,  put  me  down  as  still  very  enthusiastic 
and  pressing  forward  just  as  fast  as  we  can 
on  this  matter  for  a  good  agreement.  And  I 
cite  that  because  we’re  not  going  to  just 
kind  of  get  an  agreement  for  agreement’s 
sake. 

Does  that  answer  it? 

Q.  Yes.  What  is  your  strategy  to  deal  with 
the  Democrat  leadership  in  Congress,  to 
deal  with  the  Democrat  leadership  in  terms 
of  the  NAFTA  negotiations  or  the  NAFTA 
agreement? 

The  President.  As  you  know,  many  of  the 
Democrats  in  the  Congress  strongly  sup¬ 
ported  this  Fast  Track  authority  which  at 
least  gave  some  visibility  to  the  fact  that 
they  agree  with  me  that  a  fair  trade  agree¬ 
ment  would  be  in  our  benefit.  And  I  think 
they  also  know  that  Mexico  has  come  a 
long,  long  way.  They’re  doing  a  first-class 
job  down  there,  that  administration.  And  so, 
I  don’t  immediately  start  from  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  Congress  doesn’t  want  an  agree¬ 
ment.  I  think  they’re  like  I  am  on  this  ques¬ 
tion.  They  want  an  agreement,  but  they 
want  to  be  sure  it’s  fair. 
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Now,  there  are  some  forces,  I  would  cite 
organized  labor,  who  are  opposed  to  the 
very  concept  of  a  fair  trade  agreement.  But 
we  have  to  take  that  on.  And  the  way  to 
take  it  on  is  to  get  a  good  agreement  and 
get  Congress  to  understand,  which  Fm  con¬ 
vinced  they  will  if  we  get  a  good  one,  that 
this  is  in  the  interest  of  the  American 
worker  as  well  as  better  environment  and 
many  other  things  that  I  think  will  come 
from  a  fair  trade  agreement. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Fd  like  to  ask  you  a 
question  about  Haiti  and  then  one  about 
Cuba. 

The  President  Isn’t  that  what  they  call  a 
follow-on? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

The  President  Neighborhood  follow-on. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Neighborhood  call.  May  I  thank  you 
for  giving  a  press  conference  for  the  foreign 
press.  We  appreciate  it.  Thank  you,  sir. 

The  President  Well,  I  thank  you,  sir. 
Well,  let  me  put  it  this  way  then — I’ll  get  to 
your  two  questions — it’s  very  helpful  for  me 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  at  least  spell  out 
why  we  are  doing  this,  to  have  the  peoples 
to  whom  we’ll  be  visiting  particularly  un¬ 
derstand.  And  then  for  the  rest  of  the  press 
corps  that  come  from  other  countries,  Fm 
glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  express  the 
broad  foreign  policy  objectives.  So  as  far  as 
Fm  concerned,  it’s  a  plus,  but  thank  you  for 
your  kind  words,  and  shoot.  Haiti  and  then 
Cuba. 

Haiti 

Q.  On  Haiti,  will  we  see  a  solution,  sir? 
The  problem  is  the  Haitian  refugees  are  not 
being  sent  back.  But  is  there  a  solution  to 
the  problem? 

The  President  Well,  the  solution  to  the 
problem,  and  it  is  one  that  I  personally 
have  been  working  on.  I  spent  I  don’t  know 
how  many  minutes  on  the  telephone  yester¬ 
day,  but  closer  to  an  hour  than  a  half,  with 
Carlos  Andres  Perez  of  Venezuela.  Talked 
at  length  to  Brian  Mulroney  in  the  last  few 
days,  Canada  trying  to  be  helpful  in  this 
regard.  And  the  answer  is  to  have  the  duly- 
elected  leader  of  Haiti  returned  to  Haiti. 
Our  interest  is  not  in  trying  to  say  who’s 
going  to  run  Haiti.  Our  interest  is  this: 
There  was  a  democratic  process.  A  man  was 


elected.  He  was  overthrown.  The  hemi¬ 
sphere’s  moving  towards  democracy,  and 
Haiti  started  moving  back  towards  totalitar¬ 
ian  dictatorship.  We  have  a  keen  interest  in 
that.  So  does  Carlos  Andres  Perez,  a  great 
leader,  democratic  leader,  to  our  south. 

And  so  what  Fm  talking  to  him  about  is: 
How  do  we  facilitate  Aristide’s  return?  Now 
that  boils  down  also  to  another,  there’s  an¬ 
other  part  of  that,  and  that  is:  Who  is  the 
government  going  to  be?  Who  will  be  the 
Prime  Minister?  And  therein  we  have  some 
difficulties.  I  say  “we  do”;  therein  Haiti  has 
some  difficulties.  And  that  is  something 
that’s  being  talked  about  right  now.  We  are 
backing  the  OAS.  We  backed  them  in  sanc¬ 
tions.  We’ve  backed  them  in  their  diploma¬ 
cy,  and  we  will  continue  to  thank  them  and 
back  them  in  that  regard. 

The  United  States,  once  again — and 
again,  I  don’t  want  to  sound  chauvinistic. 
We  have  a  disproportionately  important 
role  here  for  a  lot  of  reasons,  trade  being 
one  of  them.  And  we  are  trying  to  use  that 
influence,  if  you  will,  working  with  the 
democratic  leaders  for  the  return  of  Aris¬ 
tide.  Therein  lies  the  answer. 

And  our  policy  on  immigration  is  well 
known:  Those  who  flee  for  political  persecu¬ 
tion  should  be  granted  haven.  Those  who 
leave  for  purely  economic  reasons  are  not 
entitled  to  harbor  under  our  laws.  But  the 
answer  to  it  is  not  that.  The  answer  is  this 
solution  that  I’ve  just  told  you  about:  The 
return  of  Aristide  under  conditions  that  de¬ 
mocracy  has  a  chance  to  continue  and  to 
strengthen. 

Cuba 

Q.  The  Russian  empire  is  collapsing;  we 
don’t  know  what  will  come  out  of  it.  Fidel 
Castro  has  lost  his  patrons  definitely.  He  has 
no  petroleum.  They  are  importing  bicy¬ 
cles — difficult.  Doesn’t  this  present  the 
United  States,  as  it  does  for  Cuba,  an  open¬ 
ing  for  a  new  dialog  or  new  relations  or 
new  solutions,  whatever? 

The  President  You  say  you  don’t  know 
what  will  come  out  of  it?  At  the  risk  of 
sounding  pretentious,  I  think  I  do  know 
what  will  come  out  of  it.  What  will  come 
out  of  it  is  democracy  and  freedom  for  the 
people  of  Cuba.  And  you  just  have  to  look 
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at  the  neighborhood,  look  at  the  countries 
to  the  south  that  have  moved  towards  de¬ 
mocracy  away  from  totalitarianism.  Fidel 
Castro  is  swimming  against  the  tide.  There 
is  no  way  that  you  can  oppress  people  for¬ 
ever  and  keep  down  their  aspirations  for 
freedom. 

And  the  beautiful  thing  about  Cuba  is  be¬ 
cause  of  the  industry  of  those  people  and 
because  of  the  affection  that  a  lot  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  have  for  the  people  of  Cuba,  Cuba, 
once  free  and  once  under  democracy,  will 
have  a  real  shot  at  forward  movement  in 
terms  of  helping  their  people  through  at  a 
reinvigorated  economy.  There’s  no  question 
about  that.  It  could  be  the  success  story  of 
the  nineties,  if  Castro  would  permit  the 
freedom  and  democracy  that  the  people 
want. 

And  in  the  meantime,  dialog,  there’s  no 
point  in  my  talking  to  Castro  about  that.  I 
mean,  he  knows  the  United  States  position. 
He  knows  the  pressures  he  faces  all  over 
the  world  to  permit  his  people  the  very 
freedom  that  others  have  died  for  around 
the  world.  So,  what’s  the  point  of  my  talk¬ 
ing  to  him?  All  I’d  tell  him  is  what  I’m 
telling  you,  to  give  the  people  the  freedom 
that  they  want. 

And  then  you’ll  see  the  United  States  do 
exactly  what  we  should:  Go  down  and  lift 
those  people  up  and  say,  “We  want  to  help 
you.”  And  it  wouldn’t  be  just  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  You’d  have  all  kinds  of  private  invest¬ 
ment  move  into  Cuba  that  would  offer 
those  people  an  increased  standard  of 
living,  great  hope  for  their  families,  free¬ 
dom  of  religion,  freedom  of  elections,  all 
these  things. 

So,  it’s  not  all  bleak.  The  man  cannot  sus¬ 
tain  swimming  against  the  tide.  He’ll  get 
tired.  Something  will  happen.  And  then 
these  people  will  be  free. 

Job  Creation 

Q.  A  question  on  GM,  sir? 

The  President  What  country  do  you  rep¬ 
resent?  [Laughter]  One  American.  Shoot. 

Q.  As  you  know,  Mr.  President,  General 
Motors  announced  yesterday  that  they  were 
closing  21  plants  and  eliminating  74,000 
jobs.  A  similar  restructuring  was  announced 
a  couple  of  weeks  ago  by  IBM.  Do  you 
expect  this  trend  towards  downsizing 


among  major  corporations  to  continue?  And 
if  so,  where  will  the  jobs  that  are  being 
eliminated  come  from? 

The  President.  Well,  one  thing  it’ll  come 
from  is  creating  new  businesses,  probably 
more  small  businesses.  And  that’s  why  we 
do  need  to  put  more  incentive  into  our  own 
economy.  I  don’t  know  what  individual 
businesses  are  planning  to  do.  I  did  notice 
that  Mr.  Stemple  talked  about  attrition,  a 
downsizing  due  to  attrition,  which  I  think 
is — I  hope  it  works  out  that  way  because  it 
is  the  compassionate  approach  and  the  cor¬ 
rect  approach.  But  I  can  only  tell  you  that 
we  can  create  an  awful  lot  of  jobs,  more 
jobs,  just  through  what  I  am  talking  about 
here  today.  And  therein  lies  the  answer:  job 
retraining,  but  then  creation  of  new  jobs. 

Now  I’m  going  to  take  two  more  ques¬ 
tions  and  then  leave. 

Middle  East  Peace  Conference 

Q.  Mr.  President,  your  administration  has 
linked  before  the  progress  of  the  peace 
process  to  the  flexibility  of  Israel  in  these 
negotiations  and  to  the  freezing  of  building 
settlements  on  the  West  Bank.  What  is  your 
assessment,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Israeli 
flexibility  in  these  talks,  and  are  you  going 
to  approve  the  $  10-billion  loan  guarantee 
next  January,  especially  now  that  Prime 
Minister  Shamir  continued  to  build  settle¬ 
ments  on  the  West  Bank? 

The  President  Well,  no  decision  has  been 
taken  on  the  last  matter,  no  final  decision  at 
all.  What  was  the  first  part  of  it?  I’m  sorry,  I 
missed  the  first  part  of  the  question.  I  know 
it  related  to  settlements,  but - 

Q.  That  the  administration  has  linked  the 
progress  in  the  peace  process  and  the  flexi¬ 
bility  of  Israel  to  the  $  10-billion  loan  guar¬ 
antee. 

The  President  Well,  no,  we  haven’t  made 
such  linkage,  but  we’ve  stated  very  clearly 
what  our  position  is  on  settlements.  I  don’t 
think  I’ll  reiterate  it  because  I  tried  to  spell 
it  out  to  this  gentleman  back  here.  We  have 
said  the  settlements  are  counterproductive 
to  peace.  And  some  in  Israel  happen  to 
agree  with  us  on  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
But  having  said  that,  there  are  things  that 
the  Arab  countries  should  do  on  their  own 
to  move  forward  towards  getting  the  cli- 
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mate  ready  for  a  successful  conclusion  of 
the  peace  talks. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  talked  of  the  de¬ 
mocracy  the  Republics  and  the  Soviet 
Union  are  entitled  to.  And  you  talked  about 
the  freedom  the  people  of  Cuba  are  enti¬ 
tled  to.  What  about  the  Palestinians  who 
are  2  million  living  under  Israeli  occupa¬ 
tion? 

The  President  One  of  the  reasons  we 
brought  the  parties  together  in  a  historic 
meeting  in  Madrid  with  Palestinians 
present  was  to  have  that  question  addressed 
and  resolved  in  a  peaceful  manner.  And  so  I 
would  simply  refer  you  to  those  talks,  and 
therein  lies  the  real  answer.  It  isn’t  going  to 
be  done  by  acts  of  violence  on  one  side  or 
another.  It  isn’t  going  to  be  done  by  the 
enormous  frustration  that  leads  to  terrorism 
or  whatever.  It  is  going  to  be  done  at  the 
negotiating  table,  and  thank  God  it  has 
started.  And  our  role:  Keep  the  parties 
there  and  have  them  discuss  the  final  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  question.  That  has  now  been 
asked  of  me  three  times,  and  it  has  been 
asked  of  me  three  times  because  it  really 
gets  to  the  heart,  one  of  the  subjects  that 
gets  to  the  heart  of  the  peace  process.  So, 
our  role  will  be  to  try  to  continue  to  be  the 
catalyst  for  peace. 

And  now  we’ve  run  over  by  several  min¬ 
utes,  but  this  is  the  final  question. 

Taiwan 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I’m  going  to  ask  you  a 
question  about  the  most  populated  country 
in  Asia,  China.  There’s  an  election  going  on 
in  Taiwan  right  now.  The  core  of  the 
debate  is  independence  of  Taiwan.  If  such  a 
thing  became  a  reality,  do  you  think  the 
United  States  would  change  its  China 
policy,  “one  China”  policy? 

The  President  That  question  is  too  hypo¬ 
thetical.  Everyone  here  that  keeps  up  with 
these  matters  is  familiar  with  our  obliga¬ 


tions  under  the  Shanghai  Communique.  I 
also  believe  when  you  take  a  look  at — well, 
we’ll  wait  and  see  what  happens  in  the 
elections.  But  that  question  will  be  resolved, 
it  seems  to  me,  hopefully  by  these  differing 
parties  talking,  and  well  just  see  what  hap¬ 
pens.  But  I’m  not  going  to  guess  what 
might  or  might  not  take  place  in  an  elec¬ 
tion.  That’s  for  them  to  decide  over  there 
and  then  we  will  see. 

The  big  thing  is  we  want  peace  in  that 
area.  We  don’t  need  any  more  tensions  in 
that  area.  And  I  know  that  there’s  strong 
feeling  on  Taiwan,  continues  to  be,  that  it 
is,  as  they  have  said  all  along,  a  part  of 
China.  They’ve  maintained  they  were 
China  for  a  long  time,  as  you  know.  So,  that 
has  to  be  sorted  out  over  there,  not  here  in 
the  United  States. 

May  I  say  this  to  all  of  you,  whatever — no, 
no,  too  late,  too  late,  sorry.  This  is  a  happy, 
merry  Christmas  or  a  happy  holiday  send- 
off  to  you  all.  But  really,  I  mean  it. 

You  follow  the  debate  in  this  country,  and 
you  know  that  the  United  States  has  got 
some  tough  economic  times.  And  you  know 
the  problems  that  exist  out  there  with  some 
of  the  countries  whose  journalists  are  here 
today,  thank  heavens.  But  it  is  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  time  in  the  United  States,  and  I  just 
wanted  to  wish  all  of  you  a  very  merry 
Christmas,  very  happy  new  year,  very 
happy  holidays.  Whatever  your  religion,  I 
hope  you  feel  when  you  are  in  this  country 
the  spirit  of  peace  on  Earth  and  good  will 
that  we  Americans  think  come  about  no 
matter  what  our  problems  are. 

So  thank  you,  and  have  a  great  holiday. 
And  I’ve  enjoyed  this  opportunity  very 
much.  Thank  you. 

Note:  The  President's  113th  news  conference 
began  at  1:38  p.m.  in  Room  450  of  the  Old 
Executive  Office  Building. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  1991 
December  19,  1991 

*  ^aYf  signed  into  law  H.R.  1776,  1991,”  notwithstanding  reservations  about 

tne  Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  several  of  its  provisions. 
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Section  37  purports  to  require  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  Transportation  and  State  to  under¬ 
take  discussions  with  the  Canadian  Govern¬ 
ment  regarding  alternatives  to  improve 
commercial  vessel  traffic  safety.  The  Consti¬ 
tution  vests  the  authority  to  conduct  U.S. 
foreign  policy,  including  negotiations  with 
other  nations,  in  the  President.  Consistent 
with  my  responsibility  under  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  for  the  conduct  of  negotiations,  I  will 
construe  that  provision  to  be  precatory 
rather  than  mandatory. 

Section  33  authorizes  the  Coast  Guard  to 
investigate  casualties  involving  foreign  ves¬ 
sels  in  international  waters  under  certain 
circumstances.  Customary  international  law 
would  preclude  assertion  of  jurisdiction  by 
any  but  the  flag  state  of  the  vessel  involved 
in  the  casualty.  I  can  envision  virtually  no 
circumstances  under  which  it  would  be  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  Coast  Guard  to  conduct  a 
unilateral  investigation  contrary  to  custom¬ 
ary  international  law. 

Section  2(bX2)  prevents  the  Department 
of  Transportation  from  procuring  certain 
items  from  foreign  sources  where  it  is  to 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Federal 
Improvement  Act  of  1991 
December  19,  1991 

Today  I  have  signed  into  law  S.  543,  the 
“Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation 
Improvement  Act  of  1991.”  This  legislation 
falls  far  short  of  the  truly  comprehensive 
reform  proposal  that  my  Administration 
sent  to  the  Congress  early  this  year.  Our 
proposal  squarely  addressed  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  problems  of  the  banking  industry — the 
need  to  recapitalize  the  Bank  Insurance 
Fund;  the  need  to  make  banks  safer,  strong¬ 
er,  and  more  competitive;  the  need  to  at¬ 
tract  private  capital  into  the  industry;  and 
the  need  to  protect  the  taxpayer  from  a 
costly  deposit  insurance  bailout. 

Unfortunately,  the  narrow  legislation  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Congress  does  little  more 
than  provide  critical  funding  to  the  Bank 
Insurance  Fund.  While  it  includes  some  of 


the  Government’s  advantage  to  do  so.  Such 
provisions  are  counter  to  the  Administra¬ 
tion’s  trade  policy.  They  not  only  constrain 
the  Federal  Government  in  its  efforts  to 
best  utilize  its  resources,  but  encourage  for¬ 
eign  governments  to  erect  or  retain  similar 
barriers  against  American  goods. 

Finally,  several  provisions  mandate  that 
surplus  Federal  property  be  transferred  to 
specific  entities.  The  General  Services  Ad¬ 
ministration  has  issued  regulations  under 
the  Federal  Property  and  Administrative 
Services  Act  of  1949  designed  to  assure  that 
all  competing  uses  are  fairly  considered  in 
disposing  of  surplus  Federal  property.  Al¬ 
lowing  these  regulations  to  work  would  be 
more  likely  to  assure  that  surplus  Federal 
property  is  disposed  of  in  a  manner  that 
best  serves  the  interests  of  the  Government 
and  the  public. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  19,  1991. 

Note:  H.R.  1776,  approved  December  19, 
was  assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-241. 


Deposit  Insurance  Corporation 


the  regulatory  reforms  we  proposed  last 
February,  it  does  nothing  to  restore  the 
competitiveness  of  the  banking  industry. 
While  it  demands  that  banks  increase  cap¬ 
ital  and  pay  higher  deposit  insurance  pre¬ 
miums,  it  gives  no  additional  tools  to  banks 
to  meet  these  demands.  This  shortsighted 
congressional  response  to  the  problems  we 
face  increases  taxpayer  exposure  to  bank 
losses.  The  Congress  must  shoulder  its  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  not  adopting  proposals  to 
make  banks  stronger  and  more  competitive. 
The  Congress  must  also  assume  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  exacerbating  the  “credit  crunch” 
that  has  restrained  banks  from  lending  to 
even  their  best  customers. 

Certain  provisions  of  S.  543  present  con¬ 
stitutional  difficulties.  Two  provisions  could 
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be  construed  to  infringe  upon  my  constitu¬ 
tional  responsibility  to  supervise  my  subor¬ 
dinates  and  to  ensure  that  the  executive 
branch  speaks  with  one  voice.  Sections 
215(b)  and  421(c)  contemplate  that  certain 
executive  agencies  may  present  views  dif¬ 
fering  from  those  of  the  Administration  in 
reports  to  the  Congress.  I  shall  interpret 
these  provisions  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  my  constitutional  authority,  as  head  of 
a  unitary  executive  branch,  to  resolve  dis¬ 
putes  among  my  subordinates  before  their 
views  are  presented  to  the  Congress. 

Section  305(bX2)  could  be  construed  to 
require  certain  Federal  banking  agencies  to 
discuss  revisions  of  capital  standards  for  in¬ 
sured  depository  institutions  with  the  Bank 
for  International  Settlements,  based  in  Swit¬ 
zerland.  I  will  construe  section  305(bX2)  in 
a  manner  consistent  with  my  constitutional 
authority  to  conduct  the  international  rela¬ 


tions  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  decided  to  sign  this  legislate 
today  because  of  the  critical  need  to  reple 
ish  the  Bank  Insurance  Fund.  But  I  call  < 
the  Congress  to  ignore  the  pleadings  of  sp 
cial  interests  that  have  stalled  truly  compr 
hensive  banking  reform.  The  Congress  st 
has  our  legislative  proposal,  and  we  star 
ready,  willing,  and  able  to  work  for  compr 
hensive  reform.  It  is  now  up  to  the  Co] 
gress  to  address  squarely  next  year  tl 
problems  that  it  could  not  come  to  gri] 
with  in  the  legislation  before  me  today.  Tf 
taxpayers  deserve  no  less. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  19,  1991. 

Note :  S.  543 ,  approved  December  19,  wc 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-242. 


Statement  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  the  President’s 
Telephone  Conversation  With  Prime  Minister  Mulroney  of  Canada 
and  President  Perez  of  Venezuela 
December  19,  1991 


On  Tuesday,  December  17,  the  President 
was  called  by  Prime  Minister  Mulroney  and 
Venezuelan  President  Carlos  Andres  Perez. 
The  President  and  the  two  leaders  dis¬ 
cussed  the  situation  in  Haiti,  including  the 


Statement  on  the  Federal  Reserve 
December  20,  1991 

Today’s  lowering  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
discount  rate  from  4.5  percent  to  3.5  per¬ 
cent  is  a  significant  step.  It  is  clear  that  the 
economy  in  the  last  quarter  has  been  flat 
and  sluggish.  Too  many  people  are  out  of 
work.  Lower  interest  rates  are  important  to 
spurring  economic  growth  and  creating  jobs 
and  investments. 

We  have  pointed  out  on  several  occasions 
in  recent  months  the  important  role  of  in- 


OAS  efforts  at  restoring  democracy.  The; 
reaffirmed  their  support  of  the  OAS  effort 
at  restoring  democracy  and  stressed  th< 
need  to  continue  to  work  with  all  partner 
to  accomplish  this  goal. 


Interest  Rate  Reduction 


terest  rate  reductions  in  creating  new  jobs 
The  discount  rate  cut  will  help  when  it  i: 
passed  on  to  consumers  and  businesses 
These  rates  are  the  lowest  in  more  than  2£ 
years.  But  inflation  is  low  and  under  con 
trol.  I  commend  this  latest  Federal  Reserve 
Board  action  which  will  significantly  help 
our  efforts  to  turn  the  economy  around  anc 
get  America  back  to  work. 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  for  the  Morris  K.  Udall  Scholarship 
and  Excellence  in  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
December  20,  1991 


With  great  regret,  I  am  withholding  my 
approval  of  S.  1176,  the  “Morris  K.  Udall 
Scholarship  and  Excellence  in  National  En¬ 
vironmental  Policy  Act/’  Although  the  bill 
has  a  worthy  goal  and  attempts  to  honor  a 
respected  public  servant,  it  would  violate 
the  Constitution. 

Under  this  bill,  determinations  about  eli¬ 
gibility  for  Federal  funds  would  be  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  a  Foundation  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  bill.  Of  the  Board’s  nine  voting 
members,  four  would  be  appointed  by  the 
leadership  of  the  Congress,  and  one  would 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arizona.  Under  the  Appointments 
Clause  of  the  Constitution,  however,  the 
Congress  may  not  reserve  to  itself  the 
power  to  appoint  those  who  execute  the 
laws,  nor  may  it  vest  such  power  in  a 
person  outside  the  Federal  Government. 

In  addition,  the  legislative  history  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  members  of  the  Board  to  be 
appointed  by  the  congressional  leadership 
might  themselves  be  Members  of  Congress. 
Such  appointments  would  raise  serious 
problems  under  the  Incompatibility  and  In¬ 
eligibility  Clauses  of  the  Constitution. 

Accordingly,  I  have  decided  not  to  sign 


the  bill  within  10  days  after  presentment. 
Because  the  Congress  is  adjourned,  this 
means  that  the  bill  will  not  become  a  law.  I 
stress  that  I  am  withholding  my  signature 
for  constitutional  reasons  alone  and  not  be¬ 
cause  of  any  objection  to  the  substantive 
goals  of  this  bill  or  any  lack  of  regard  for 
Mo  Udall.  Representative  Udall  has  had  a 
long  and  distinguished  public  career.  He 
has  brought  humor,  intelligence,  and  dedi¬ 
cation  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
earned  the  esteem  of  his  colleagues  on  both 
sides  of  the  aisle. 

Since  funds  appropriated  to  the  Founda¬ 
tion  will  not  be  available  until  September 
30,  1992,  sufficient  time  remains  for  the 
Congress  to  present  me  a  bill  without  con¬ 
stitutional  defects.  My  Administration  will 
work  with  the  Congress  to  enact  such  a  bill 
promptly. 

I  hope  to  sign  legislation,  early  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Congress,  to  honor  Rep¬ 
resentative  Udall  in  a  constitutionally  per¬ 
missible  fashion. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  20,  1991. 


Statement  on  Signing  the  Telephone  Consumer  Protection  Act  of 

1991 

December  20,  1991 


Today  I  have  signed  into  law  S.  1462,  the 
“Telephone  Consumer  Protection  Act  of 
1991.”  This  legislation  is  designed  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  protecting  the  privacy 
rights  of  telephone  users.  However,  the  Act 
could  also  lead  to  unnecessary  regulation  or 
curtailment  of  legitimate  business  activities. 
That  is  why  the  Administration  opposed  it 
when  it  was  pending  before  the  Congress. 
Indeed,  the  Administration  is  firmly  op¬ 
posed  to  current  congressional  efforts  to  re¬ 


regulate  the  telecommunications  industry. 

I  have  signed  the  bill  because  it  gives  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
ample  authority  to  preserve  legitimate  busi¬ 
ness  practices.  These  include  automated 
calls  to  consumers  with  whom  a  business 
has  preexisting  business  relationships,  such 
as  calls  to  notify  consumers  of  the  arrival  of 
merchandise  ordered  from  a  catalog.  I  also 
understand  that  the  Act  gives  the  Commis¬ 
sion  flexibility  to  adapt  its  rules  to  changing 
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market  conditions.  I  fully  expect  that  the 
Commission  will  use  these  authorities  to 
ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  are 
met  at  the  least  possible  cost  to  the  econo¬ 
my. 

George  Bush 


Christmas  Address  to  the  Nation 
December  23,  1991 

Merry  Christmas! 

I’d  like  to  offer  a  special  greeting  to  the 
men  who  were  held  hostage  so  long  and  to 
their  families  who  never  surrendered  hope 
through  the  long  years  of  isolation  and 
hardship.  These  valiant  people  sustained 
themselves  through  faith  and  friendship, 
character  and  courage.  They  demonstrated 
the  strength  of  American  ideals,  character, 
and  determination,  a  strength  that  inspired 
the  entire  world  in  1991. 

Nineteen  ninety-one  has  been  a  year  of 
dramatic  change  and  challenge.  It  was 
about  1  year  ago,  in  the  interest  of  world 
peace,  that  I  decided  Saddam  Hussein’s  ag¬ 
gression  would  not  stand  even  if  force  had 
to  be  used.  We  tried  diplomacy  and  eco¬ 
nomic  embargoes,  and  then  we  moved 
against  the  brutal  dictator  and  liberated 
Kuwait.  When  our  troops  returned  home, 
we  felt  whole,  proud  of  their  courage,  confi¬ 
dent  in  ourselves.  And  that  was  just  the 
beginning  of  a  momentous  year. 

Who  would  have  thought  12  months  ago 
that  the  Soviet  Union  as  we  have  known  it 
would  no  longer  exist.  Who  would  have 
thought  that  Arabs  and  Israelis  in  the 
Middle  East  would  sit  down  to  discuss  ways 
of  forging  a  permanent  peace.  And  who 
would  have  thought  that  we  would  see  de¬ 
mocracy  and  freedom  sweep  the  globe  so 
dramatically.  Who  would  have  thought  that 
American  ideals  would  triumph  with  such 
startling  suddenness. 

In  1991,  the  impossible  became  history. 
And  now  we  must  capture  that  same  spirit 
of  belief  in  ourselves  as  we  overcome  hard 
times  at  home  and  build  a  foundation  for 
lasting  prosperity  and  peace. 

And  we’ve  already  started.  Just  last  week 


The  White  House, 

December  20,  1991. 

Note :  S .  1462,  approved  December  20,  was 
assigned  Public  Law  No.  102-243. 


I  signed  a  transportation  bill  that  will  put 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Americans  back  in 
good  jobs.  This  year  we  unleashed  a  revolu¬ 
tion  in  education.  And  I  can  tell  you,  by  the 
end  of  this  decade  we  will  have  the  world’s 
best  schools.  And  our  children  will  lead  the 
next  generation  to  a  better  future. 

And  next  week  I’ll  travel  to  Asia  to  fight 
for  open  markets  and  more  opportunities 
for  American  workers  because  exports 
abroad  mean  more  jobs  right  here  at  home. 
Let  there  be  no  mistake,  my  number  one 
priority  is  jobs  and  economic  growth.  And 
I’m  confident  that  we  will  succeed. 

Let  us  remember  that  American  ideals, 
faith,  fellowship,  family,  freedom,  are  the 
values  that  will  shape  the  world  dawning 
before  us.  Already,  Americans  have  banded 
together  to  help  those  in  need,  and  that’s 
appropriate  for  this  season  of  faith.  It’s  also 
the  way  Americans  are:  decent,  helpful,  full 
of  ambition  and  hope,  united  in  their  devo¬ 
tion  to  community  and  family.  Thank  God 
for  our  families. 

When  I  lit  our  National  Christmas  Tree  in 
Washington  nearly  2  weeks  ago,  thousands 
of  lights  illuminated  the  towering  spruce. 
Thousands  of  warm  beacons  transformed 
the  night.  Each  day  we  can  light  the  dark¬ 
ness  by  helping  someone  in  need,  working 
to  see  that  no  elderly  person  goes  to  bed 
hungry;  that  no  homeless  person  spends  an¬ 
other  night  shivering  on  the  streets;  that  no 
child  sits  alone,  unloved,  unknown. 

Americans  have  the  talent  and  power  to 
do  anything.  And  so  when  history  remem¬ 
bers  Christmas  1991,  let  it  remember  that 
we  promise  to  bring  God’s  light  to  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  need.  Let  it  record 
that  on  Christmas,  1991,  this  Nation  united 
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to  ask  God  for  peace  on  Earth,  good  will  to 
all.  And  let  it  record  that  a  new  age  of 
goodness  and  hope  began  here  and  now. 

God  bless  you,  and  may  your  Christmas 
be  bright  with  love. 


Note :  The  President  recorded  this  address  at 
11:45  a.m.  in  the  Blue  Room  at  the  White 
House  for  broadcast  at  2:30  p.m.  A  tape  was 
not  available  for  verification  of  the  content 
of  this  address. 


Statement  on  the  Resignation  of  Mikhail  Gorbachev  as  President  of 
the  Soviet  Union 
December  25,  1991 


Mikhail  Gorbachev’s  resignation  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Soviet  Union  culminates  a  re¬ 
markable  era  in  the  history  of  his  country 
and  in  its  long  and  often  difficult  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  United  States.  As  he  leaves 
office,  I  would  like  to  express  publicly  and 
on  behalf  of  the  American  people  my  grati¬ 
tude  to  him  for  years  of  sustained  commit¬ 
ment  to  world  peace  and  my  personal  re¬ 
spect  for  his  intellect,  vision,  and  courage. 

President  Gorbachev  is  responsible  for 
one  of  the  most  important  developments  of 
this  century,  the  revolutionary  transforma¬ 
tion  of  a  totalitarian  dictatorship  and  the 
liberation  of  his  people  from  its  smothering 
embrace.  His  personal  commitment  to 
democratic  and  economic  reform  through 
perestroika  and  glasnost,  sl  commitment 
which  demanded  the  highest  degree  of  po¬ 
litical  and  personal  ingenuity  and  courage, 
permitted  the  peoples  of  Russia  and  other 
Republics  to  cast  aside  decades  of  dark  op¬ 
pression  and  put  in  place  the  foundations  of 
freedom. 

Working  with  President  Reagan,  myself, 
and  other  allied  leaders,  President  Gorba¬ 
chev  acted  boldly  and  decisively  to  end  the 
bitter  divisions  of  the  cold  war  and  contrib¬ 


uted  to  the  remaking  of  a  Europe  whole 
and  free.  His  and  Foreign  Minister  Eduard 
Shevardnadze’s  “New  Thinking”  in  foreign 
affairs  permitted  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union  to  move  from  confrontation  to 
partnership  in  the  search  for  peace  across 
the  globe.  Together  we  negotiated  historic 
reductions  in  chemical,  nuclear,  and  con¬ 
ventional  forces  and  reduced  the  risk  of  a 
nuclear  conflict. 

Working  together,  we  helped  the  people 
of  Eastern  Europe  win  their  liberty  and  the 
German  people  their  goal  of  unity  in  peace 
and  freedom.  Our  partnership  led  to  un¬ 
precedented  cooperation  in  repelling  Iraqi 
aggression  in  Kuwait,  in  bringing  peace  to 
Nicaragua  and  Cambodia,  and  independ¬ 
ence  to  Namibia.  And  our  work  continues 
as  we  seek  a  lasting  and  just  peace  between 
Israelis  and  Arabs  in  the  Middle  East  and  an 
end  to  the  conflict  in  Afghanistan. 

President  Gorbachev’s  participation  in 
these  historic  events  is  his  legacy  to  his 
country  and  to  the  world.  This  record  as¬ 
sures  him  an  honored  place  in  history  and, 
most  importantly  for  the  future,  establishes 
a  solid  basis  from  which  the  United  States 
and  the  West  can  work  in  equally  construc¬ 
tive  ways  with  his  successors. 


Address  to  the  Nation  on  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States 
December  25,  1991 


Good  evening,  and  Merry  Christmas  to  all 
Americans  across  our  great  country. 

During  these  last  few  months,  you  and  I 


have  witnessed  one  of  the  greatest  dramas 
of  the  20th  century,  the  historic  and  revolu¬ 
tionary  transformation  of  a  totalitarian  die- 
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tatorship,  the  Soviet  Union,  and  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  its  peoples.  As  we  celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas,  this  day  of  peace  and  hope,  I  thought 
we  should  take  a  few  minutes  to  reflect  on 
what  these  events  mean  for  us  as  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

For  over  40  years,  the  United  States  led 
the  West  in  the  struggle  against  commu¬ 
nism  and  the  threat  it  posed  to  our  most 
precious  values.  This  struggle  shaped  the 
lives  of  all  Americans.  It  forced  all  nations 
to  live  under  the  specter  of  nuclear  destruc¬ 
tion. 

That  confrontation  is  now  over.  The  nu¬ 
clear  threat,  while  far  from  gone,  is  reced¬ 
ing.  Eastern  Europe  is  free.  The  Soviet 
Union  itself  is  no  more.  This  is  a  victory  for 
democracy  and  freedom.  It’s  a  victory  for 
the  moral  force  of  our  values.  Every  Ameri¬ 
can  can  take  pride  in  this  victory,  from  the 
millions  of  men  and  women  who  have 
served  our  country  in  uniform  to  millions  of 
Americans  who  supported  their  country 
and  a  strong  defense  under  nine  Presidents. 

New,  independent  nations  have  emerged 
out  of  the  wreckage  of  the  Soviet  empire. 
Last  weekend,  these  former  Republics 
formed  a  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States.  This  act  marks  the  end  of  the  old 
Soviet  Union,  signified  today  by  Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s  decision  to  resign  as  President. 

Fd  like  to  express,  on  behalf  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people,  my  gratitude  to  Mikhail  Gorba¬ 
chev  for  years  of  sustained  commitment  to 
world  peace  and  for  his  intellect,  vision,  and 
courage.  I  spoke  with  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
this  morning.  We  reviewed  the  many  ac¬ 
complishments  of  the  past  few  years  and 
spoke  of  hope  for  the  future. 

Mikhail  Gorbachev’s  revolutionary  poli¬ 
cies  transformed  the  Soviet  Union.  His  poli¬ 
cies  permitted  the  peoples  of  Russia  and  the 
other  Republics  to  cast  aside  decades  of  op¬ 
pression  and  establish  the  foundations  of 
freedom.  His  legacy  guarantees  him  an  hon¬ 
ored  place  in  history  and  provides  a  solid 
basis  for  the  United  States  to  work  in  equal¬ 
ly  constructive  ways  with  his  successors. 

The  United  States  applauds  and  supports 
the  historic  choice  for  freedom  by  the  new 
States  of  the  Commonwealth.  We  congratu¬ 
late  them  on  the  peaceful  and  democratic 
path  they  have  chosen,  and  for  their  careful 
attention  to  nuclear  control  and  safety 


during  this  transition.  Despite  a  potential 
for  instability  and  chaos,  these  events  clear¬ 
ly  serve  our  national  interest. 

We  stand  tonight  before  a  new  world  of 
hope  and  possibilities  for  our  children,  a 
world  we  could  not  have  contemplated  a 
few  years  ago.  The  challenge  for  us  now  is 
to  engage  these  new  States  in  sustaining  the 
peace  and  building  a  more  prosperous 
future. 

And  so  today,  based  on  commitments  and 
assurances  given  to  us  by  some  of  these 
States  concerning  nuclear  safety,  democra¬ 
cy,  and  free  markets,  I  am  announcing 
some  important  steps  designed  to  begin  this 
process. 

First,  the  United  States  recognizes  and 
welcomes  the  emergence  of  a  free,  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  democratic  Russia,  led  by  its 
courageous  President,  Boris  Yeltsin.  Our 
Embassy  in  Moscow  will  remain  there  as 
our  Embassy  to  Russia.  We  will  support 
Russia’s  assumption  of  the  U.S.S.R.’s  seat  as 
a  permanent  member  of  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council.  I  look  forward  to  working 
closely  with  President  Yeltsin  in  support  of 
his  efforts  to  bring  democratic  and  market 
reform  to  Russia. 

Second,  the  United  States  also  recognizes 
the  independence  of  Ukraine,  Armenia,  Ka¬ 
zakhstan,  Byelarus,  and  Kyrgyzstan,  all 
States  that  have  made  specific  commit¬ 
ments  to  us.  We  will  move  quickly  to  estab¬ 
lish  diplomatic  relations  with  these  States 
and  build  new  ties  to  them.  We  will  sponsor 
membership  in  the  United  Nations  for  those 
not  already  members. 

Third,  the  United  States  also  recognizes 
today  as  independent  States  the  remaining 
six  former  Soviet  Republics:  Moldova,  Turk¬ 
menistan,  Azerbaijan,  Tadjikistan,  Georgia, 
and  Uzbekistan.  We  will  establish  diplomat¬ 
ic  relations  with  them  when  we  are  satisfied 
that  they  have  made  commitments  to  re¬ 
sponsible  security  policies  and  democratic 
principles,  as  have  the  other  States  we  rec¬ 
ognize  today. 

These  dramatic  events  come  at  a  time 
when  Americans  are  also  facing  challenges 
here  at  home.  I  know  that  for  many  of  you 
these  are  difficult  times.  And  I  want  all 
Americans  to  know  that  I  am  committed  to 
attacking  our  economic  problems  at  home 
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with  the  same  determination  we  brought  to 
winning  the  cold  war. 

I  am  confident  we  will  meet  this  chal¬ 
lenge  as  we  have  so  many  times  before.  But 
we  cannot  if  we  retreat  into  isolationism. 
We  will  only  succeed  in  this  interconnected 
world  by  continuing  to  lead  the  fight  for 
free  people  and  free  and  fair  trade.  A  free 
and  prosperous  global  economy  is  essential 
for  America’s  prosperity.  That  means  jobs 
and  economic  growth  right  here  at  home. 

This  is  a  day  of  great  hope  for  all  Ameri¬ 
cans.  Our  enemies  have  become  our  part¬ 
ners,  committed  to  building  democratic  and 
civil  societies.  They  ask  for  our  support,  and 
we  will  give  it  to  them.  We  will  do  it  be¬ 
cause  as  Americans  we  can  do  no  less. 


The  President’s  News  Conference 
December  26,  1991 

Secretary-Designate  of  Commerce 

The  President  Good  afternoon,  the  day 
after  Christmas.  Let  me  just  say  I  am  very 
pleased  to  announce  my  intention  to  nomi¬ 
nate  Barbara  Hackman  Franklin  as  the  next 
Secretary  of  Commerce.  I’ve  known  Bar¬ 
bara  for  many  years,  and  I  am  confident 
that  her  outstanding  record  of  achievement 
in  both  the  public  and  private  sector  will 
serve  her  well  as  she  tackles  this  tough  and 
important  assignment. 

Barbara  has  dealt  with  a  broad  range  of 
domestic  and  international  issues.  She’s  a 
recognized  leader  in  her  field.  She  served 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  seven  major 
industrial  companies,  manufacturing  and 
service,  providing  advice  and  guidance  on 
how  to  successfully  innovate,  manage  effi¬ 
ciently,  and  stimulate  economic  growth.  In 
fact,  in  1990  the  American  Management  As¬ 
sociation  named  her  one  of  our  Nation’s  50 
most  influential  corporate  directors. 

Currently  in  her  fourth  term  as  a 
member  of  the  President’s  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Trade  Negotiations,  she  under¬ 
stands  firsthand  the  challenge  America 
faces  in  the  international  trade  arena.  She 
knows  that  currently  exports  are  our  strong 
suit  and  that  we  must  continue  to  press 


For  our  children,  we  must  offer  them  the 
guarantee  of  a  peaceful  and  prosperous 
future,  a  future  grounded  in  a  world  built 
on  strong  democratic  principles,  free  from 
the  specter  of  global  conflict. 

May  God  bless  the  people  of  the  new 
nations  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Independ¬ 
ent  States.  And  on  this  special  day  of  peace 
on  Earth,  good  will  toward  men,  may  God 
continue  to  bless  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  Good  night. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  9  p.m.  from 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  The 
address  was  broadcast  live  on  nationwide 
radio  and  television. 


hard  to  open  more  markets  to  quality 
American  goods  and  services. 

And  that’s  why  she’s  been  a  determined 
advocate  of  free  and  fair  trade,  keenly 
aware  that  when  the  playing  field  is  level, 
American  workers  can  compete  with 
anyone  anywhere. 

Her  first  priority  is  the  same  as  mine:  jobs 
and  economic  growth.  And  she’s  shown  a 
deep  commitment  to  public  service,  from 
serving  on  the  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission  to  working  as  an  alternate 
public  delegate  to  the  United  Nations. 

In  addition  to  her  corporate  and  interna¬ 
tional  trade  experience,  Barbara  is  an  entre¬ 
preneur,  founder  and  owner  of  her  own 
management  consulting  firm.  As  one  of  the 
first  women  to  earn  an  M.B.A.  from  Har¬ 
vard  University,  she’s  also  been  a  leader 
and  role  model  for  many  women  in  busi¬ 
ness.  As  we  address  the  tough  economic 
issues  before  us,  I  look  forward  to  Barbara 
Franklin’s  sound,  experienced  counsel.  And 
she  will  undoubtedly  be  a  valued  member 
of  our  economic  team. 

Let  me  just  add  that  I  am  grateful  for 
Bob  Mosbacher’s  service  at  the  Department 
of  Commerce.  I  mentioned  it  here  the 
other  day,  but  as  I  name  Barbara  Franklin 
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to  this  new  position,  I  again  want  to  express 
to  Bob  Mosbacher  my  sincere  appreciation 
for  a  job  so  well  done.  And  I  have  every 
confidence  that  Barbara  will  continue  that 
fine  tradition  of  exemplary  public  service. 

And  now,  Madam  Secretary-Designate,  if 
you  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two,  and 
then  we’ll  be,  either,  both  of  us,  be  glad  to 
take  some  questions. 

Ms.  Franklin.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr. 
President.  I  am  deeply  honored,  almost 
beyond  putting  that  into  words,  but  I  am 
absolutely  thrilled  to  be  a  new  part  of  your 
team.  And  I’m  particularly  honored  that 
you  have  chosen  me  to  follow  my  friend 
Secretary  Bob  Mosbacher,  who  really  has 
done  a  wonderful  job.  And  I  admire  very 
much  what  you  and  he  have  done  to  forge 
a  partnership  between  Government  and 
business  and  to  promote  exports.  And  I  look 
forward  to  working  with  everyone  on  your 
team  in  the  administration,  to  continuing 
that  momentum. 

As  Secretary  of  Commerce,  when  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Senate,  of  course,  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  and  will  be  very  proud  to  be  an 
advocate  for  American  business — small  busi¬ 
ness,  big  business,  medium-sized  business, 
start-up  business,  manufacturing,  service, 
whatever  kind  of  business  we  have  in  this 
country— because  it  is  the  economic  back¬ 
bone  of  America  and  really  the  envy  of  the 
world.  I  believe  today  that  American  busi¬ 
ness  is  more  competitive,  more  innovative, 
and  more  responsible  than  a  lot  of  people 
realize.  And  we  have  a  great  story,  and  I’m 
thrilled  to  have  this  opportunity  to  begin  to 
tell  it. 

I  appreciate  your  confidence  in  me,  Mr. 
President.  Thank  you. 

The  President  Well,  both  of  us,  either  of 
us,  will  take  questions.  Tom  [Tom  Raum, 
Associated  Press],  I  believe,  has  the  first 
one. 

Russian  Nuclear  Weapons 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  Despite  the 
assurances  that  you’ve  gotten  from  Boris 
Yeltsin  that  he  11  do  what  he  can  to  not  ever 
use  the  nuclear  button,  how  satisfied  are 
you  that  he  can  control  the  vast  arsenal 
that’s  now  spread  out  over  four  independ¬ 
ent  Republics,  particularly  given  the  contin¬ 
ued  economic  instability  there? 


The  President  Well,  we  have  had  proper 
assurances  from  all  the  Republics,  the  ones 
that  I  have  said  last  night  we  were  going  to 
recognize,  those  that  have  nuclear  weapons. 
And  our  experts  that  have  been  in  touch  at 
the  expert  level  see  no  reason  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  this.  I  had  proper  assurances, 
obviously,  from  Boris  Yeltsin  on  this  on  sev¬ 
eral  occasions. 

Similarly,  in  my  conversation  with  Mik¬ 
hail  Gorbachev,  he  raised  the  subject  and 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  way  this 
process  or  this,  well,  this  process  is  going. 
And  so  I  have  no  reason  to  be  anything  but 
satisfied  at  this  point. 

Future  Arms  Negotiations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  followup,  if  I  may.  In 
the  past  it’s  been  hard  enough  to  negotiate 
arms  control  agreements  with  the  one  cen¬ 
tral  power.  What  does  this  say,  now  that 
there  will  be  as  many  as  12  different  voices 
speaking,  what  does  this  say  for  enacting 
new  arms  control  agreements  and  enforcing 
the  old  ones? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  going  to  be 
very  easy,  much  easier.  And  the  reason  I 
say  that — let  me  say  much  easier  because 
we  don’t  have  the  concept  on  their  part  of 
viewing  the  United  States  as  an  enemy,  as 
happened  over  all  the  years  of  the  cold  war. 

From  the  representations  that  have  been 
made  by  the  various  Presidents  of  the  Re¬ 
publics,  I  think  it  will  be  far  easier  now  to 
hammer  out  whatever  additional  arms  con¬ 
trol  agreements  are  in  the  world’s  interest, 
and  certainly  in  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  than  it  was  before.  So,  I  think  this 
whole  change  towards  commonwealth  will 
facilitate  further  progress  in  arms  reduc¬ 
tions. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  speaking  of  trust,  why 
do  you  trust  your  economic  advisers  when 
they’ve  been  so  wrong?  And  I  have  a - 

The  President.  That’s  a  very  good  ques¬ 
tion,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press 
International].  [Laughter]  I  was  kind  of 
hoping  you  would  bring  that  up.  [Laughter] 

Q.  I  have  another  part,  another  related 
question. 

The  President  Well,  look,  you  go  back 
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and  look  at  not  just  my  economic  advisers 
but  the  blue  chip  prognosticators,  and  I 
think  many,  including  this  noneconomist 
you’re  talking  to,  have  been  wrong.  And  so 
I’m  not  recriminatory  about  it,  but  I  think 
that  everybody  would  recognize,  given  the 
way  the  economy  failed  to  recover  as  was 
widely  predicted  3  months  ago,  that  this 
science  of  economics  is  inexact  at  best.  But 
I  have  no  recrimination  on  it,  but  I  simply 
think  that  it  is  very  hard  to — what  I’ve 
learned  from  this  is  that  economists  can  be 
wrong.  It’s  very  hard  to  predict  accurately 
events  on  a  complicated  thing  like  this 
economy. 

Corporate  Executive  Salaries 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you’re  taking  with  you 
a  delegation,  many  of  whom  pulled  down 
multimillion-dollar  salaries  while  their  com¬ 
panies  have  fired  hundreds,  perhaps  thou¬ 
sands  of  workers.  What  is  your  feeling  about 
that?  Do  you  think  they  should  make  that 
kind  of  money  when  they’re  firing  every¬ 
body? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  the  Federal 
Government  has  a  role  in  all  of  this,  but  I 
do  think  that  it’s  good  that  these  business 
people  are  going  along,  regardless  of  what 
their  salaries  are.  They  represent  large  com¬ 
panies  in  various  fields  including  the  auto¬ 
motive  business,  and  there  are  a  lot  of 
workers  who  would  like  to  see  what  I’d  like 
to  see:  more  access  to  Japanese  markets.  So 
on  the  whole,  I’m  very,  very  pleased  that 
that’s  taking  place. 

Q.  You  have  no  feeling  about  these  sala¬ 
ries  that  go  through  the  roof? 

The  President  I  think  when  times  are 
tough  there’s  more  focus  on  that,  and  ev¬ 
erybody  ought  to  be  dealing  from  their  con¬ 
science.  And  these  boards  of  directors 
should  be  looking  very  carefully  at  these 
matters.  But  I  stop  short  of  saying  this  is 
where  the  Government  ought  to  get  in.  I’ve 
seen  pieces  of  legislation  that  somehow 
hook  things  into  the  Government  mandat¬ 
ing  what  compensation  should  be,  and  I’m 
strongly  opposed  to  that. 

Commonwealth  of  Independent  States 

Q.  Mr.  President,  last  night  in  your 
speech  you  warned  that  there  was  still  a 
potential  for  instability  and  chaos  in  the 


Commonwealth  of  these  Republics.  Just 
what  is  it  precisely  that  you’re  concerned 
about?  And  given  the  economic  constraints 
here  in  the  United  States,  what  specific 
steps  are  you  ready  to  take  today  to  see  that 
doesn’t  happen? 

The  President  Well,  I’m  concerned  about 
economic  deprivation;  that’s  one  thing.  Sec¬ 
ondly,  I’m  concerned  that  when  you  put 
into  effect  bold  new  free-market  economic 
systems  that  there  will  be  dislocations.  The 
managed  economies  have  failed,  but  as  you 
have  a  transition  to  market  economies, 
there  could  be  consumer  woes  out  there. 
And  I  think  Boris  Yeltsin  himself  has  men¬ 
tioned  his  concerns  about  that  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Republic.  You  already  hear  concerns 
being  expressed  in  the  other  Republics.  And 
so,  it  isn’t  easy  when  you  make  the  shift 
from  a  highly  centralized  economy,  even 
though  it’s  in  the  failing  state,  to  something 
as  bold  and  innovative  as  a  market  econo¬ 
my.  And  it’s  going  to  take  a  while  to  attract 
the  investment  they  want. 

So,  what  I  think  we  ought  to  be  doing  is 
helping  where  we  can  with  food,  helping 
where  we  can  with  medicine,  and  helping 
where  we  can  with  private  investment.  And 
of  course,  that’s  one  of  the  categories,  that’s 
one  of  the  headings  that  will  be  addressed 
by  our  new  Secretary  of  Commerce. 

We’re  just  beginning  now  in  all  of  this. 
And  it’s  very  important  we  succeed.  I’m  not 
predicting  disaster;  I  am  just  saying  we’ve 
got  to  be  alert  to  the  pressures  that  are 
going  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Repub¬ 
lics.  I  saw  a  report  today  of  oil  shortages  in 
the  Baltic  States,  for  example.  And  there’s 
no  easy  answer  to  all  of  this.  But  I  just  hope 
that  they  will  continue  to  solve  these  prob¬ 
lems,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  very,  very 
peaceful  way.  We’ve  seen  some  areas  where 
it  hasn’t  been  so  peaceful. 

Q.  But  can  the  United  States  do  anything 
more  specific  to  head  off  this  kind  of  insta¬ 
bility  and  turmoil? 

The  President  I  think,  in  something  this 
complex,  I  don’t  think  there’s  one  easy  for¬ 
mulation,  if  that’s  what  you  mean.  We  are 
going  to  stay  involved  in  those  areas  that  I 
mentioned.  I  think  that  will  guard  against 
the  real  worst-case  scenario. 

I’ve  been  criticized  for  not  getting  to  the 
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back  of  the  room.  So  well  do  these  two, 
and  then  well  go  way  back  there  some¬ 
where,  although  I  do  not  hear  from  my 
fellow  Texan  back  there.  [Laughter] 

The  Economy 

Q.  In  your  Christmas  address  you  did 
promise  that  you  would  use  the  same  deter¬ 
mination  on  the  economic  problems  at 
home  that  you  used  on  ending  the  cold  war. 
What  will  you  do  between  now  and  your 
State  of  the  Union  Address? 

The  President  I’m  going  on  a  foreign  trip 
to  Japan,  Singapore,  Australia,  and  Korea. 
And  one  of  the  things  that  sustained  us  in 
difficult  economic  times  is  our  exports,  and 
I  want  to  be  sure  during  this  period  of  time 
that  we  do  everything  we  can  to  set  the 
ground  work  for  expanded  exports.  So, 
that’s  one  thing  I’ll  be  doing. 

The  other  things  well  be  doing  is  work¬ 
ing  out  the  final  phases  of  a  highly  complex 
Federal  budget.  And  the  third  thing  will  be 
putting  the  final  touches  on  a  State  of  the 
Union  that  will  include  some  suggestions 
that  I’ve  already  made  and  some  new  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  what  to  do  in  a  stimulatory 
sense  for  this  economy. 

Q.  And  you’ve  ruled  out  any  unilateral 
administration  action  between  now  and  the 
State  of  the  Union? 

The  President.  Well,  there  may  be  other 
steps  we  can  take.  I’ve  mentioned  three 
things  we  will  be  doing,  but  in  terms  of 
other  steps,  there  may  be.  We’re  going  to 
be  talking  today,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  on 
some  things  here. 

Budget  Agreement 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  issues  that 
your  economic  advisers  have  stuck  by  close¬ 
ly  is  maintaining  the  budget  agreement. 
Are  you  at  this  point  ready  to  ditch  that 
agreement  if  it  suggests  that  you  might  be 
able  to  get  the  economy  underway? 

The  President.  Well,  by  the  budget  agree¬ 
ment,  what  I  think  of  when  I  think  of  it  is 
keeping  caps  on  discretionary  spending. 
And  one  of  the  things  that  has  kept  the 
long-term  interest  rates  from  going  out 
through  the  roof  is  the  fact  that  discretion¬ 
ary  spending  is  capped.  And  I  have  no 
desire  to  change  that  at  all.  I  am  not  going 
to  do  that.  And  I  think  the  markets  will 


receive  what  I’ve  just  told  you  right  now 
with  great  feeling  of  satisfaction. 

Q.  But  if  it’s  not  discretionary,  you  are 
willing  to  entertain  some  changes? 

The  President.  The  nondiscretionary 
spending  is  going  at  leaps  and  bounds.  And 
I  don’t  know  of  many  Americans  who  say, 
‘"Spend  more  money,  please,  from  Washing¬ 
ton.”  But  you  know,  when  you  take  a  look 
at  some  of  the  entitlement  programs,  there¬ 
in  lies  the  real  expansion  of  Government 
spending.  What  can  be  done  about  them? 
We’re  talking  about  that  right  now. 

Q.  Possibly  some  cuts,  sir? 

The  President.  We’re  just  talking  about  a 
wide  array  of  things. 

Cuba 

Q.  Mr.  President,  now  that  the  Soviet 
Union  is  dead  and  that  communism  seems 
to  be  dead  or  is  dead  already,  what  do  you 
foresee  in  Cuba?  What  is  your  forecast  or 
your  outlook? 

The  President.  I’ve  got  a  pretty  pessimis¬ 
tic  prospect  there  for  Fidel  Castro  down 
there  in  Cuba,  very  pessimistic  for  him,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  so  hard  to  be  the  only  one  that 
still  thinks  communism  is  a  good  idea.  And 
that’s  what  he  thinks.  And  he’s  hurting  his 
own  people.  And  the  Soviets — the  Republics 
will  be,  if  not  cutting  him  off  entirely,  cut¬ 
ting  him  back  considerably. 

So,  what  he  ought  to  do  is  brighten  the 
future  for  Cuba  and  brighten  the  future  for 
the  Cuban  people  by  permitting  them  to 
have  the  same  kinds  of  freedoms  that  the 
Republics  now  enjoy,  the  Republics  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union.  And  that’s  what  Fidel 
Castro  ought  to  do.  So  Castro,  in  its  existing 
model,  no  hope  for  him.  It’s  a  dead  end. 
He’s  swimming  against  an  inexorable  tide, 

Latin  America 

Q.  For  the  future  of  Latin  America,  now 
that  there  are  so  many  countries  that  need 
aid - 

The  President.  Very  optimistic  about  the 
future  of  Latin  America.  I  want  to  hammer 
out  a  fair  trade  agreement  with  Mexico  that 
will  create  more  jobs  in  the  United  States 
and  will  be  of  enormous  benefit  to  Mexico. 
Then  I  want  to  go  beyond  that  for  more 
opening  of  trade  with  Central  and  South 
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America.  And  I  want  to  help  those  coun¬ 
tries  every  way  we  can  strengthen  their 
fledgling  democracies  and  strengthen  those 
democracies  that  have  been  in  effect  for  a 
long  time. 

So,  Latin  America,  South  America  pre¬ 
sents  at  year’s  end  a  very  exciting  prospect. 
And  the  United  States  is  fully  engaged.  We 
will  continue  to  be  engaged.  Haiti  remains 
a  problem,  but  if  you  ask  me  if  I’m  pessi¬ 
mistic  or  optimistic  about  the  lives  of  the 
people  south  of  our  border  being  better  this 
coming  year,  I  would  say  because  of  the 
political  change  down  there  they  have 
every  opportunity  for  much  better  lives. 

The  Economy 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  wanted  to  ask  you 
about  public  anxieties  about  the  economy. 
On  paper,  if  you  compare  the  economy 
now  with  the  ’82  recession,  for  instance,  it 
doesn’t  look  that  bad.  Unemployment  isn’t 
as  high;  interest  rates  are  relatively  low. 
Yet,  the  public  anxiety  seems  to  be  very 
high,  and  Alan  Greenspan  last  week  said 
there  is  a  deep-seated  concern  out  there 
that  he  hasn’t  seen  in  his  lifetime. 

Now,  you’ve  said  that  if  you’re  unem¬ 
ployed  the  unemployment  rate  for  you  is 
100  percent.  But  beyond  that,  there  must 
be  something  out  there  that  is  causing  this 
anxiety.  How  would  you  explain  it? 

The  President  I  think  it’s  somewhat  the 
nature  of  this  sluggish  economy.  I  think 
there’s  a  lot  more  white-collar  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  concern.  It’s  hard  for  me,  beyond 
that,  to  explain  it  because  you  are  correct  in 
what  you  say  about  these  statistics.  And  yet, 
you’re  also  correct  in  what  you  say  about 
confidence  being  far  lower  than  it  was 
during  the  depths  of  the  ’81-’82  recession 
when,  as  you  point  out,  conditions  in  some 
areas  were  a  heck  of  a  lot  worse. 

So,  I  haven’t  really  been  able  to  sort  out 
exactly  why  there  has  been  this  degree  of 
pessimism.  But  I  will  say  this:  I  believe 
that’s  going  to  change.  And  I  think  what 
the  Fed  did  last  week  was  a  good  step.  I 
think  it  will  work  its  way  through  to  the  job 
creation  part  of  this  which  is  most  funda¬ 
mental.  But  it’s  hard  for  me  to  explain  ex¬ 
actly — I  mean,  to  have  it  explained  the  way 
that  I  can  understand  it,  exactly  why  there 
is  the  degree  of  pessimism.  But  there  cer¬ 


tainly  has  been,  and  I  want  to  do  my  level- 
best  to  turn  that  around. 

Tax  Cuts 

Q.  Mr.  President,  as  you  put  your  eco¬ 
nomic  package  together  for  next  year,  the 
Fed  has  lowered  the  interest  rates,  and 
some  economists  say  that  that  has  pretty 
much  erased  the  need  for  a  tax  cut  for  the 
middle  class  that  the  Democrats  are  clamor¬ 
ing  for.  What’s  your  current  thinking  on 
whether  that  package  will  indeed  contain  a 
tax  cut  for  the  middle  class? 

The  President  I  will  not  say  to  you  what 
is  going  to  be  in  our  proposals.  I  have  read 
some  speculation  of  that  nature,  but  what  I 
want  to  do  is  find  the  answers  that  will 
really  help  the  economy  without  doing  lon- 
grun  damage  to  the  economy.  And  beyond 
that,  I  simply  would  respectfully  ask  that  I 
just  address  myself  to  that  when  I  go  into  it 
with  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Q.  Republicans  joined  the  Democrats  in 
ridiculing  the  idea  of  a  tax  rebate,  that  it 
really  wouldn’t  do  that  much  good.  Are  you 
playing  around  with  some  idea  in  that  way? 

The  President  Well,  we’ve  got  some  ideas 
that  I  think  will  be  stimulative,  and  I  think 
that  is  what  is  necessary.  We’ve  had  some 
that  I  felt  would  be  stimulative,  and  we 
haven’t  been  particularly  successful  in  get¬ 
ting  them  through  Congress,  but  we  are 
going  to  try  some  more.  I  think  we  owe 
that  to  the  American  people,  and  I  think 
Congress  owes  it  to  the  American  people. 

Visit  to  Asian /Pacific  Nations 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  are  you  taking  cor¬ 
porate  CEO’s  on  your  trip  to  Asia  and  not 
working  people,  representatives  of  working 
people,  union  leaders? 

The  President  I  think  the  problems  we’re 
trying  to  solve  is  to  have  the  counterparts, 
the  people  that  run  the  business  enterprises 
in  the  various  countries  we  are  going  to, 
understand  how  difficult  things  are  for  the 
American  worker,  for  the  job-holder  in  this 
country,  union  or  nonunion,  and  how  im¬ 
portant  it  is  to  gain  access,  further  access  to 
these  foreign  markets.  So,  I  think  it  is  the 
people  that  are  actually  running  these  vari¬ 
ous  businesses  who  are  in  the  best  position 
to  discuss  it  in  that  level. 
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I  hope  they  understand  from  studying 
this  country  as  much  as  they  do  that  the 
workers  you're  talking  about  are  hurting 
and  are  concerned.  And  so,  I  hope  that  this 
approach  will  benefit  our  common  objec¬ 
tives.  That  is  why  I  want  them  to  be  with 
us. 

I  might  say  there  are  other  things  we  are 
going  to  be  talking  about  on  this  trip.  We’re 
going  to  be  talking  about  the  U.S.  role  in 
the  Pacific.  Some  have  felt  that  the  United 
States  was  pulling  back  from  its  responsibil¬ 
ities  in  the  Pacific,  given  what  has  hap¬ 
pened,  for  example,  in  the  Philippines.  I 
will  reassure  the  leaders  of  the  four  coun¬ 
tries  that  I  am  visiting  that  that  isn’t  the 
case,  that  we  remain  a  Pacific  power. 

We’ve  got  some  other  things  we’ll  be 
talking  about  with  these  various  countries, 
the  need  to  work  in  global  partnership  with 
them  in  terms  of  helping  South  and  Central 
America  or  seeing  what  we  can  do  to  help 
alleviate  the  suffering  that  might  take  place 
in  these  Republics.  So  there’s  a  wide  array 
of  subjects,  but  right  up  in  the  forefront  will 
clearly  be  the  economic  questions. 

Q.  Does  it  trouble  you,  sir,  though,  that  a 
lot  of  these  executives  have  protectionist 
views  that  are  quite  at  odds  with  your  own? 

The  President  They  know  my  views,  and 
I  am  not  going  to  change  my  views  to 
become  a  protectionist.  But  I  think  we  have 
a  common  view  that  we  ought  to  have 
more  access  to  these  foreign  markets,  and  I 
think  therein  there  is  a  total  common  view. 
But  I  am  not  going  to  turn  protectionist.  I 
just  believe  that  we  need  to  expand  mar¬ 
kets,  not  contract  them.  This  country  went 
through  a  disastrous  experience  with  pro¬ 
tectionism  years  ago,  and  we’re  not  going  to 
do  it  again. 

Karen  [Karen  Hostler,  Baltimore  Sun], 
the  last  one,  I  am  told. 

Q.  On  the  trip,  you’ve  raised  expectations 
pretty  high  with  all  this  talk  of  jobs,  jobs 
jobs,  and  going  to  Japan.  What  do  you  real¬ 
istically  expect  to  accomplish?  Are  you 
hopeful  of  getting  some  concessions  from 
the  Japanese  on  trade  barriers  or  changing 
some  of  the  unfair  trade  practices? 

The  President  Well,  one  thing  we  will  get 
is  that  they  will  have  a  much  clearer  feel 
or  the  state  of  the  U.S.  economy  and  what 
the  President  and  some  business  leaders 


think  need  to  be  done  to  improve  the  state 
of  the  U.S.  economy,  to  help  create  jobs  ir 
this  country.  We’ve  been  talking  to  worlc 
leaders  for  many  years  about  this,  but  ] 
think  they’ll  understand  when  this  trip  is 
over  that  to  the  degree  there  are  barriers 
that  make  this  trade  less  than  fair,  that 
they’d  better  do  something  about  it. 

So,  I  would  leave  it  general.  There  are 
some  things  that  I  could  cite  for  you  that 
we  might  get,  but  I’m  not  going  to  do  that, 
set  up  goals  for  this  trip.  I  notice  some  ol 
the  political  leaders  up  on  the  opposition  in 
this  country  have  already  done  that  for  me, 
so  we’ll  just  leave  it  there.  But  that  doesn’t 
bother  me.  We’re  going  to  stay  on  this  free 
trade  approach,  but  we’re  also  going  to  try 
to  do  our  best  to  be  sure  the  trade  is  fair 
and  fairer  and  continuing  to  get  fairer.  That 
is  what’s  essential  here  at  this  turn  of 
events.  We  must  not  go  back  into  this  isola¬ 
tionists  sphere  that  inevitably  will  shrink 
markets  and  throw  more  people  out  of 
work. 

So,  we’re  going  to  be  taking  a  broad  mes¬ 
sage  on  this  subject  of  jobs  and  a  strong 
message  in  terms  of  the  need  for  the 
United  States  to  stay  involved  in  the  Pacific 
area.  It’s  an  important  trip  in  that  regard. 

Listen,  thank  you  all  very  much,  and 
have  a  great  New  Year.  And  I  hope  you  had 
half  as  good  a  Christmas  as  the  Bush  family 
did;  then  you’d  be  very,  very  happy. 

Q.  What  did  you  get  for  Christmas? 

The  President  What  did  I  get  for  Christ¬ 
mas?  I  can’t  tell  you. 

Meeting  With  Russian  President  Yeltsin 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  like  to  meet 
with  Boris  Yeltsin  soon? 

The  President  We  talked  about  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  and  I  think  it’s  important.  I 
think  he  thinks  it’s  important.  No  date  was 
set.  But  clearly,  as  the  leader  of  the  largest 
Republic,  one  who  I  said  last  night  we 
wanted  to  help  get  the — who  we’d  like  to 
see  sit  in  that  Security  Council  permanent 
member  seat,  it  is  important  we  stay  in  a 
very,  very  close  touch. 

And  as  you  know,  President  Yeltsin  and  I 
have  been  in  close  touch  and  will  continue 
to  be.  But  I  would  say  that  a  meeting 
before  too  long  is  important;  and  I  think  he 


1660 


Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991  /  Dec.  26 


agrees  with  that. 

Q.  Sir,  would  you  consider  inviting  him 
here  to  Washington  for - 

The  President  Sure,  sure — well,  for  what? 

Q.  In  January? 

The  President  I  don’t  think  that  would 
fit,  but  I  think  it’s  important  that  he  come 
here  or  that  I  meet  him  somewhere  be¬ 
cause  we  want  to  handle  this  relationship  as 
best  we  can  to  see  that  it’s  peaceful,  to  see 


Notice  of  the  Continuation  of  the 
Respect  to  Libya 
December  26,  1991 

On  January  7,  1986,  by  Executive  Order 
No.  12543,  President  Reagan  declared  a  na¬ 
tional  emergency  to  deal  with  the  unusual 
and  extraordinary  threat  to  the  national  se¬ 
curity  and  foreign  policy  of  the  United 
States  constituted  by  the  actions  and  poli¬ 
cies  of  the  Government  of  Libya.  On  Janu¬ 
ary  8,  1986,  by  Executive  Order  No.  12544, 
the  President  took  additional  measures  to 
block  Libyan  assets  in  the  United  States. 
The  President  has  transmitted  a  notice  con¬ 
tinuing  this  emergency  to  the  Congress  and 
the  Federal  Register  every  year  since  1986, 
Because  the  Government  of  Libya  has  con¬ 
tinued  its  actions  and  policies  in  support  of 
international  terrorism  as  evidenced  by  its 
involvement  in  the  destruction  of  Pan  Am 
Flight  103,  the  national  emergency  de¬ 
clared  on  January  7,  1986,  and  the  meas- 


that  all  the  things  they’ve  represented  to  us 
in  terms  of  Helsinki  principles  and  nuclear 
weapons  and  all  of  those  things  are  handled 
well.  I’m  confident  they  will,  but  it  doesn’t 
hurt  to  have  that  personal  contact. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Note :  The  President's  114th  news  conference 
began  at  2:07  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at 
the  White  House. 


National  Emergency  With 


ures  adopted  on  January  7  and  January  8, 
1986,  to  deal  with  that  emergency,  must 
continue  in  effect  beyond  January  7,  1992. 
Therefore,  in  accordance  with  section 
202(d)  of  the  National  Emergencies  Act  (50 
U.S.C.  1622(d)),  I  am  continuing  the  nation¬ 
al  emergency  with  respect  to  Libya.  This 
notice  shall  be  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  and  transmitted  to  the  Congress. 

George  Bush 

The  White  House, 

December  26,  1991. 

[Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter. ,  5:03  p.m.,  December  26,  1991] 

Note:  This  notice  was  published  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  on  December  30. 


Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  on  the  Continuation  of  the  National 
Emergency  With  Respect  to  Libya 
December  26,  1991 


Dear  Mr.  Speaker:  (Dear  Mr.  President:) 

Section  202(d)  of  the  National  Emergen¬ 
cies  Act  (50  U.S.C.  1622(d))  provides  for  the 
automatic  termination  of  a  national  emer¬ 
gency  unless,  prior  to  the  anniversary  date 
of  its  declaration,  the  President  publishes  in 
the  Federal  Register  and  transmits  to  the 
Congress  a  notice  stating  that  the  emergen¬ 


cy  is  to  continue  in  effect  beyond  the  anni¬ 
versary  date.  In  accordance  with  this  provi¬ 
sion,  I  have  sent  the  enclosed  notice,  stating 
that  the  Libyan  emergency  is  to  continue  in 
effect  beyond  January  7,  1992,  to  the  Feder¬ 
al  Register  for  publication. 

The  crisis  between  the  United  States  and 
Libya  that  led  to  the  declaration  on  January 
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7,  1986,  of  a  national  emergency  has  not 
been  resolved.  The  Government  of  Libya 
continues  to  use  and  support  international 
terrorism  as  evidenced  by  its  involvement 
in  the  destruction  of  Pan  Am  Flight  103,  in 
violation  of  international  law  and  minimum 
standards  of  human  behavior.  Such  Libyan 
actions  and  policies  pose  a  continuing  un¬ 
usual  and  extraordinary  threat  to  the  na¬ 
tional  security  and  vital  foreign  policy  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  United  States.  For  these  reasons, 
I  have  determined  that  it  is  necessary  to 


maintain  in  force  the  broad  authorities  nec¬ 
essary  to  apply  economic  pressure  to  the 
Government  of  Libya  to  reduce  its  ability 
to  support  international  terrorism. 

Sincerely, 

George  Bush 

Note:  Identical  letters  were  sent  to  Thomas 
S.  Foley ,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  Dan  Quayle,  President  of  the 
Senate. 


Statement  on  Foreign  Direct  Investment  Policy 
December  26,  1991 


I  am  today  reaffirming  the  unequivocal 
and  long-standing  support  of  the  United 
States  for  a  policy  of  free  and  open  foreign 
direct  investment  among  all  nations. 

The  United  States  open  investment  policy 
is  based  on  the  principle  of  national  treat¬ 
ment:  Foreign  investors  should  not  be  treat¬ 
ed  differently  from  domestic  investors.  This 
policy  provides  the  means  for  economies  to 
grow  and  to  prosper.  All  countries,  both 
sources  and  recipients,  benefit  from  foreign 
direct  investment.  The  United  States,  the 
world’s  largest  source  and  recipient  of 
direct  investment,  has  a  major  interest  in 
fostering  open  investment  climates.  We  are 
committed  to  our  open  investment  policy  in 
the  United  States,  and  we  are  aggressively 
seeking  to  open  markets  abroad. 

Like  domestic  investment,  foreign  direct 
investment  stimulates  growth,  creates  jobs. 


fosters  competition,  and  facilitates  the  cre¬ 
ation  and  exchange  of  goods,  services,  and 
innovative  techniques.  It  helps  our  econo¬ 
my  maintain  investment,  which  is  vital  to 
our  economic  performance  and  internation¬ 
al  competitiveness. 

Since  1983,  the  last  time  the  United 
States  issued  an  investment  policy  state¬ 
ment,  the  world  has  witnessed  enormous 
changes  in  the  treatment  of  foreign  invest¬ 
ment.  Many  countries  are  dismantling  inef¬ 
ficient  economic  systems  and  are  actively 
seeking  investment  from  abroad. 

As  other  nations  around  the  globe  join  us 
in  embracing  the  concept  of  free  markets, 
it  is  important  to  reaffirm  our  commitment 
to  an  open  investment  policy.  It  is  an  essen¬ 
tial  element  of  our  Nation’s  effort  to  com¬ 
pete  fully  in  the  global  economy  and  is  a 
constant  contributor  to  worldwide  growth 
and  the  prosperity  of  nations. 


SSiSpoUcy  ment  AnnouncinS  United  States  Foreign  Direct 

December  26,  1991 


1.  Foreign  Direct  Investment  in  the  United 

States 


ihe  United  States  welcomes  fc 
direct  investment.  Foreign  direct  ii 


ment  is  beneficial  to  the  U.S.  economy. 
Like  domestic  investment,  foreign  invest¬ 
ment  creates  jobs,  promotes  innovation, 
generates  increases  in  productivity,  and 
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thereby  raises  U.S.  living  standards.  It 
strengthens  U.S.  firms  and  makes  them 
more  competitive  in  the  global  economy. 

The  United  States  provides  foreign  inves¬ 
tors  fair,  equitable,  and  nondiscriminatory 
treatment  as  a  matter  of  both  law  and  prac¬ 
tice.  While  there  are  exceptions,  generally 
related  to  national  security,  such  exceptions 
are  few;  they  limit  foreign  investment  only 
in  certain  sectors  such  as  atomic  energy,  air 
and  water  transport,  and  telecommunica¬ 
tions.  These  exceptions  are  consistent  with 
our  international  obligations. 

Consistent  with  this  policy,  the  Exon- 
Florio  amendment  to  the  Defense  Produc¬ 
tion  Act  provides  the  President  with  au¬ 
thority  to  suspend  or  prohibit  foreign  merg¬ 
ers,  acquisitions,  and  takeovers  where  there 
is  credible  evidence  of  a  threat  to  the  na¬ 
tional  security. 

2  .U.S.  Di  red  In  vestmen  t  A  broad 

The  United  States  believes  that  U.S.  in¬ 
vestment  abroad  should  also  receive  fair, 
equitable,  and  nondiscriminatory  treatment. 
The  basic  tenet  of  our  policy  is  that  U.S. 
investors  should  be  accorded  the  better  of 
national  or  most-favored-nation  treatment. 
U.S.  investors  should  receive  the  most  fa¬ 
vorable  treatment  offered  by  the  host  coun¬ 
try  to  any  investor,  foreign  or  domestic,  at 
the  time  of  establishment  and  thereafter. 

Accordingly,  the  United  States  continues 
to  seek  the  reduction  and  elimination  of 
practices  by  governments  which  restrict, 
distort,  discriminate  against,  prohibit,  or 
place  unreasonable  burdens  on  foreign 
direct  investment. 

Foreign  direct  investment  can  help  ease 
the  adjustment  problems  facing  countries 
moving  from  centrally  administered  to 
market-oriented  economies.  For  developing 
countries,  particularly  those  that  have  em¬ 
braced  free  market  principles,  foreign 
direct  investment  is  vital  to  increase  growth 
and  reduce  debt  service  burdens. 

The  adoption  by  all  countries  of  open  for¬ 
eign  direct  investment  policies  would  con¬ 
tribute  significantly  to  improved  worldwide 
economic  health  and  would  diminish  distor¬ 
tions  in  an  increasingly  integrated  world 
economy. 

3.  U.S.  Initiatives 

The  United  States  has  a  number  of  initia¬ 


tives  underway  to  enhance  the  free  flow  of 
foreign  direct  investment  in  accordance 
with  market  forces. 

— In  the  Uruguay  round,  the  United  States 
is  negotiating  key  multilateral  agreements 
to  eliminate  trade-related  investment 
measures;  to  protect  trade-related  intel¬ 
lectual  property;  and  to  promote  trade  in 
services,  an  area  where  many  investment 
rules  have  prohibited  highly  competitive 
U.S.  service  industries  from  doing  busi¬ 
ness  abroad. 

— The  United  States,  Canada,  and  Mexico 
are  negotiating  the  North  American  free 
trade  agreement,  in  which  we  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  liberalize  investment  principles 
consistent  with  U.S.  bilateral  investment 
treaties. 

— In  the  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initia¬ 
tive,  the  United  States  and  its  partners 
are  working  with  the  Inter-American  De¬ 
velopment  Bank  to  help  nations  of  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  to  liberalize 
their  investment  regimes.  To  assist  in  car¬ 
rying  out  these  reforms,  the  United  States 
has  spearheaded  the  formation  of  a  multi¬ 
lateral  investment  fund  for  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean  which  will  be  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Inter-American  Develop¬ 
ment  Bank.  Japan,  Canada,  Spain,  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  several  of  the  largest  Latin 
American  countries  have  agreed  to  join 
the  United  States  in  contributing  to  this 
fund.  Others  are  actively  considering  join¬ 
ing. 

— The  United  States  has  signed  bilateral  in¬ 
vestment  treaties  with  16  countries  in 
Eastern  Europe,  Latin  America,  the  Car¬ 
ibbean,  Africa,  and  Asia  and  is  negotiating 
such  agreements  with  a  number  of  other 
countries.  These  treaties  represent  impor¬ 
tant  commitments  to  investment  reform. 
They  incorporate  the  principle  of  nondis¬ 
criminatory  treatment;  affirm  internation¬ 
al  law  standards  for  expropriation  includ¬ 
ing  the  principle  of  prompt,  adequate, 
and  effective  compensation;  provide  for 
freedom  of  financial  flows;  and  permit  in¬ 
vestors  to  take  investment  disputes  to 
international  arbitration. 

— The  United  States  is  also  vigorously  pro¬ 
moting  the  adequate  and  effective  pro¬ 
tection  of  intellectual  property  rights. 
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Such  protection  is  essential  for  the  flow  of 
investment  into  both  developed  and  de¬ 
veloping  countries. 

-At  the  initiative  of  the  United  States, 
member  countries  of  the  Organization  for 
Economic  Cooperation  and  Development 
are  studying  ways  to  strengthen  multilat¬ 
eral  commitment  to  open,  nondiscrimina- 
tory  treatment  of  investment. 

-The  United  States  will  continue  to  en¬ 
courage  Japan  to  remove  its  investment 
barriers  as  an  important  goal  of  the  Struc¬ 


tural  Impediments  Initiative  talks. 

4.  Conclusion 

Throughout  our  Nation’s  history,  foreign 
direct  investment  has  played  an  important 
role  in  increasing  economic  growth  and 
raising  living  standards.  In  order  to  meet 
the  economic  challenges  of  the  1990’s,  the 
United  States  will  continue  to  implement  its 
open,  nondiscriminatory  investment  policy 
at  home  and  its  policy  of  opening  markets 
abroad. 


Remarks  on  Disaster  Relief  Efforts  in  Beeville,  Texas 
December  27,  1991 


Let  me  just  say  first,  I’m  pleased  to  be 
back  here  in  Beeville.  But  last  night  I 
signed  a  statement  declaring  a  major  disas¬ 
ter  in  the  State  of  Texas  due  to  the  severe 
thunderstorms  and  flooding  that  began  last 
week.  This  declaration  will  allow  Federal 
funding  to  be  made  available  to  affected 
individuals  and  local  governments  in  a  five- 
county  area  which  includes  Bastrop, 
Bosque,  Brown,  Dallas,  and  Travis  counties. 

Grant  Peterson  with  me  here  today,  the 
Associate  Director  of  FEMA,  of  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency,  and  he’s 
here  to  ensure  that  all  aspects  of  the  decla¬ 
ration  are  promptly  implemented.  He’ll  also 
make  sure  that  the  Federal  funds  are  rapid¬ 
ly  put  into  the  hands  of  the  families  and 
individuals  who  need  them. 

These  funds  will  help  to  provide  shelter, 
temporary  housing,  and  transportation  to 
individuals  and  families  whose  lives  have 
been  disrupted  by  this  disaster.  The  funds 


will  also  help  to  recover  the  cost  of  dam¬ 
aged  personal  property  and  allow  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  storms  and  floods  to  begin  re¬ 
building  their  lives. 

I  know  that  this  disaster  has  been  a 
source  of  great  personal  tragedy  to  many 
here  in  Texas,  a  particularly  bitter  calamity 
during  this  holiday  season.  And  to  those 
who  have  lost  loved  ones  as  a  result  of  this 
catastrophe,  Barbara  and  I  send  our  deepest 
sympathies. 

We  had  a  chance  to  see  some  of  the  flood 
damage.  We  went  over  Austin  and  flew  by 
some  flooding  in  Travis  County,  Bosque 
County,  and  it  is  severe. 

So  anyway,  we  wish  those  families  all  the 
best  as  we  approach  the  new  year. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Note :  The  President  spoke  at  9:40  a.m.  at 
Chase  Field  Naval  Air  Station  in  Beeville , 
TX.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Statement:  by  Press  Secretary  Fitzwater  on  Extension  of  Machine 
tool  Voluntary  Restraint  Agreements  With  Japan  and  Taiwan 

December  27,  1991 


The  President  has  directed  that  the  U.S. 
Trade  Repm^ntetiv6  negotiate  a  limited 
extension  of  the  voluntary  restraint  agree¬ 


ments  (VRA’s)  with  Japan  and  Taiwan  on 
machine  tools.  These  VRA’s  were  negotiat¬ 
ed  in  1986  for  national  security  reasons  and 
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were  scheduled  to  expire  on  December  31, 

1991. 

Import  restrictions  on  machining  centers, 
computer-controlled  lathes,  computer-con- 
trolled  punching  and  shearing  machine 
tools,  and  computer-controlled  milling  ma¬ 
chine  tools  will  be  removed  progressively 
over  a  2-year  period,  beginning  in  January 

1992. 

To  allow  sufficient  time  for  negotiations 
with  concerned  countries  over  the  phase¬ 
out  schedule,  we  are  requesting  that  Japan 
and  Taiwan  extend  the  existing  VRA  re¬ 
strictions  on  machining  centers,  computer- 
controlled  lathes,  computer-controlled 
punching  and  shearing  machine  tools,  and 
computer-controlled  milling  machine  tools, 
scheduled  to  expire  on  December  31,  1991, 
for  an  additional  30  days. 

VRA  restrictions  on  noncomputer-con¬ 
trolled  lathes,  noncomputer-controlled 
punching  and  shearing  machine  tools,  and 
noncomputer-controlled  milling  machine 
tools  will  expire  as  scheduled  on  December 
31,  1991. 

The  President  also  has  directed  that  the 
following  steps  be  taken  to  assist  the  U.S. 
machine  tool  industry’s  ongoing  efforts  to 
regain  international  competitiveness: 

— The  Secretary  of  Commerce,  as  chairman 
of  the  Cabinet-level  Trade  Promotion  Co¬ 
ordinating  Committee,  will  give  special 
focus  to  ways  to  promote  machine  tools  ex¬ 
ports. 

— U.S.  export  control  regulations  will  be  re¬ 
viewed  to  ensure  that  restrictions  on  ma¬ 
chine  tools  are  kept  to  the  minimum  con¬ 
sistent  with  national  security. 

— The  Secretaries  of  Defense,  Commerce, 
and  Labor  will  designate  officials  at  the  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  level  to  work  together  to 
monitor  the  industry’s  performance  and  to 
consult  regularly  with  industry’s  representa¬ 
tives. 


— The  Secretary  of  Labor  will  help  the  ma¬ 
chine  tool  industry  improve  technical  train¬ 
ing,  human  resource  management,  and  the 
utilization  of  new  and  emerging  technol¬ 
ogies. 

— The  Secretaries  of  Commerce  and 
Energy  will  examine  which  research  and 
development  efforts  in  the  national  labora¬ 
tories  could  benefit  the  domestic  machine 
tool  industry  and  will  recommend  appropri¬ 
ate  investment  and  technology  transfer  to 
realize  such  benefit. 

— The  Secretaries  of  Commerce  and  De¬ 
fense  will  continue  to  implement  the  do¬ 
mestic  action  plan  of  programs  to  support 
the  revitalization  of  the  U.S.  machine  tool 
industry.  Key  elements  of  the  domestic 
action  plan  are  as  follows: 

— Support  for  the  National  Center  for  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Sciences  (amounting  to  $50 
million  during  fiscal  years  1988-91); 
—Support  by  the  Defense  Department’s 
Manufacturing  Technology  (MANTECH) 
R&D  program.  More  than  $33  million  has 
been  spent  for  research  on  machine  tools 
and  related  technologies  over  the  past  3 
years.  Funding  for  related  technologies  is 
estimated  at  $82  million  over  the  FY 
1991-95  period. 

— The  Secretary  of  Commerce  will  continue 
efforts  under  the  U.S. -Japan  Cooperation 
Plan,  which  was  begun  in  May  1990  to  help 
promote  U.S.  products  to  Japanese  machine 
tool  users  and  their  subsidiaries  in  the 
United  States. 

The  President’s  decision  recognizes  the 
importance  to  U.S.  national  security  of  a 
viable  domestic  machine  tool  industry. 
However,  the  main  responsibility  for 
achieving  international  competitiveness 
rests  with  the  industry  itself.  We  expect  the 
industry  to  continue  its  efforts  to  improve 
quality  and  product  lines. 
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Remarks  to  the  Bee  County  Community,  Beeville,  Texas 

December  27,  1991 


Thank  you  for  that  warm  welcome.  And 
let  me  start  off  by  thanking  the  A.C.  Jones 
High  School  Band,  well-represented  back 
there  with  their  families;  the  Taylor  Broth¬ 
ers  Band;  and  the  Knight-Rider  Band  who 
are  here  with  us.  And  also,  I  want  to  pay 
my  special  thanks  to  Holly  Dunn  who  is 
with  us,  came  all  the  way  over  from  Nash¬ 
ville,  one  of  the  great  country  stars.  And  I 
don’t  know;  has  she  been  on  yet?  She’s 
fixin’  to  be  on,  and  you’re  in  for  a  real  treat, 
believe  me. 

And  let  me  just  single  out  a  couple  of 
other  people  with  us  from  Washington: 
Your  Congressman,  my  friend  of  many, 
many  years,  Kika  de  la  Garza,  sitting  right 
here  in  the  front  row.  We  refer  to  him  as 
Mr.  Chairman.  And,  of  course,  a  special 
guest  that  my  friend  Will  Farish  is  enter¬ 
taining  for  the  weekend  and  who  is  enter¬ 
taining  us,  my  dear  friend,  the  Senator  from 
Wyoming,  A1  Simpson,  sitting  right  down 
here. 

And  I  understand  that  Judge  Hayden 
Head  is  with  us,  one  of  the  great  Federal 
judges.  I’m  going  to  be  in  trouble  if  I  men¬ 
tion  friends,  but  I’ve  got  a  friend  from  Heb- 
bronville,  Tony  Salinas,  who’s  up  here,  been 
at  my  side  in  politics  for  a  long,  long  time. 
And  of  course,  there’s  no  way  that  I  can 
begin  to  thank  Dan  and  Jay,  Dan  Ouellette 
and  Jay  Kimbrough,  for  putting  on  this 
magnificent  event.  I  am  very,  very  grateful 
to  them.  I  am  grateful  to  the  leaders  of 
Beeville.  And  I’m  grateful  to  each  and 
every  one  of  you  who  are  here  tonight  to, 
in  a  sense,  welcome  me  back  to  South 
Texas.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

And  I  will  have  a  little  presentation  to 
make  to  your  outstanding  mayor  of  one 
year,  Mayor  Carlos  Salazar,  who’s  with  us 
up  here.  But  we’ll  have  a  little  to  do  later 
on  in  this  sense. 

course>  Fm  grateful  to  my  old  friend 
Will  Farish  up  at  Berclair,  who  brings  us 
down  here  from  time  to  time. 

Barbara  is  not  with  me.  She’s  looking 
after  Millie  for  the  weekend  and  getting 
ready  for  a  long  trip  that  we’re  about  to  go 


on.  But  if  I  might  say  this  about  Barbara 
Bush  because  I  know  I’m  amongst  friends 
here,  if  you  will  excuse  this  familial  pride: 
With  all  she  does  in  helping  families  with 
reading,  reading  to  kids,  hugging  those  kids 
that  are  not  well,  if  you  might  permit  this,  I 
think  she’s  an  outstanding  First  Lady  of  this 
country,  and  I - [applause]. 

I  was  asked  out  at  the  airport  today  to  say 
something  about  Chase  because  I  know  it’s 
the  integral  part  of  the  lifeblood,  has  been, 
here  in  Bee  County.  And  I  remember  when 
I  learned  to  fly,  got  my  wings  at  Corpus.  Of 
course,  Chase  Field  then  was  active  and 
one  of  the  satellites,  it  was  in  those  days,  to 
Corpus  Naval  Air  Station.  So,  let  me  just  say 
a  few  words  about  it.  And  I  want  to  put  it 
in  a  global  context,  the  context  that  those 
lovely  words  of  our  reverend  touched  on 
here  this  evening. 

In  the  past  3  years,  the  entire  world  has 
changed.  The  cold  war  ended,  and  because 
we  stood  firm  over  the  years,  we  won  the 
cold  war.  Communism  collapsed.  The  ideals 
that  we  defended  so  long  conquered  the 
empty  promises  and  the  grinding  dogmas  of 
socialism.  And  so,  let  there  be  no  question 
about  it  anywhere:  Freedom  works,  and  tyr¬ 
anny  does  not  work.  And  the  whole  world 
understands  that  today. 

And  to  the  kids  here — I  know  there  are 
many  from  the  schools  around  here — let  me 
just  say,  keep  in  mind  this  particular  week. 
Write  it  down.  Put  it  in  your  diary.  What  a 
week  it’s  been.  On  Wednesday,  Christmas 
Day,  Soviet  communism  and  the  Soviet 
State  died.  President  Gorbachev,  who  de¬ 
serves  great  credit  for  reform,  perestroika , 
and  openness,  glasnost,  stepped  aside.  And 
Russians  pulled  down  the  hammer  and 
sickle,  that  flag  that  has  flown  over  the 
Kremlin  for  so  many  years,  more  than  70 
years,  and  ran  up  the  tricolor  flag  of  a  free 
Russia. 

Thursday,  and  some  of  you  may  have 
seen  the  speech,  I  went  down  from  Camp 
David  to  the  White  House  and  gave  a 
speech  in  which  I  recognized  12  new  States 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  recognized 
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12  new  States  and  took  steps  to  establish 
diplomatic  relations  with  Russia  and  5  other 
new  democracies:  Entire  new,  independent, 
sovereign  countries  recognized  now  by  the 
United  States  of  America. 

And  this  was  a  dramatic  week.  I  talked  at 
length  to  President  Gorbachev,  former 
President  of  the  Soviet  Union,  to  President 
Yeltsin  of  Russia.  And  I  can  tell  you  that  the 
mood  for  cooperation  now  between  the 
Russian  Republic,  and  I  also  believe  be¬ 
tween  these  other  sovereign  Republics,  is 
good.  It’s  strong.  And  I  think  we  can  then 
ensure  the  peace  that  has  escaped  us  for  so 
long. 

And  here  I  am  at  the  end  of  this  marvel¬ 
ous  week  in  world  history,  back  in  a  place  I 
love  very  much,  back  in  Beeville,  Texas, 
right  here  in  South  Texas.  And  Fm  thrilled 
to  be  back  with  you. 

So,  let’s  just  think  for  a  minute  about 
where  we’ve  been  in  the  last  year.  And 
again,  our  reverend  spoke  to  this  a  little  bit 
in  his  beautiful  prayer.  Last  Christmas,  if 
you’ll  think  back — season — to  this  very  day, 
I  was  weighing  sending  American  troops 
into  battle  against  Saddam  Hussein,  that 
brutal  dictator,  that  outrageous  aggressor. 

And  many  people  wanted  us  to  stay  here, 
stay  home,  play  it  safe,  ignore  our  duties  as 
the  undisputed  leader  of  the  free  world, 
ignore  the  aggression.  But  I  decided  and 
you,  the  American  people,  certainly  the 
people  of  this  part  of  Texas,  agreed  that 
Saddam  Hussein’s  aggression  should  not, 
must  not  stand.  And  we  tried  everything  in 
our  power  to  free  Kuwait  peacefully:  diplo¬ 
macy,  no  avail;  economic  embargoes,  no 
avail. 

And  finally,  a  little  less  than  a  year  ago,  I 
had  to  make  the  tough  choice  of  sending 
Americans  into  battle.  And  they,  those  mag¬ 
nificent  kids,  did  better  than  anyone  could 
have  possibly  imagined.  I  was  proud  of 
them,  and  I  know  every  American  was 
proud  of  the  job  they  did,  the  way  they  did 
it,  the  time  it  took,  and  what  they  stood  for 
around  the  world. 

And  we  said  we’d  liberate  Kuwait.  And 
with  the  help  of  this  multinational  coalition, 
we  did  it.  And  in  the  process,  the  spirits  of 
this  country  were  lifted. 

And  that  set  the  tone  in  international  af¬ 
fairs  for  1991  all  around  the  world.  All  year 


long  dramatic  changes  shook  the  world, 
most  of  them,  if  you’ll  look  back  over  your 
shoulder,  very,  very  positive.  Freedom  and 
democracy,  on  the  march.  Ancient  enemies 
talking  to  each  other  for  the  first  time 
across  the  table,  one  from  the  other,  in  the 
Middle  East. 

And  now,  we  must  wrestle  with  the  victo¬ 
ry  of  our  ideals.  With  this  cold  war  over, 
our  military  needs  have  changed.  And  this 
brings  me  right  home  to  Chase.  That  bipar¬ 
tisan  base  closing  commission  decided  that 
Chase  should  be  shut  down.  I  know  that  the 
civic  leaders  did  what  they  should.  They 
fought  hard,  fought  the  decision  long  and 
hard  because  this  base  has  provided  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  life  in  Beeville  for  decades. 

But  I  said  early  on  I  would  support  the 
commission.  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs, 
the  Secretary  of  Defense,  and  I  did  that. 
And  1  know  that  other  local  institutions 
have  suffered  in  the  wake  of  closing  of 
Chase,  just  as  they  have  in  the  other  areas 
where  bases  have  been  closed. 

And  now  we’ve  got  to  rebuild.  And  Wash¬ 
ington  can  and  will  help.  The  Pentagon’s 
Office  of  Economic  Adjustment — that’s  the 
fancy  name  for  the  department  that  has  to 
deal  with  these,  the  hardship  and  the  ache 
of  the  base  closings — has  provided  a  grant 
of  more  than  $100,000  for  community  plan¬ 
ning  assistance.  And  that  money  is  going  to 
support  efforts  to  find  new  opportunities  for 
development  right  here  in  Beeville. 

That  investment  can  produce  huge  re¬ 
wards.  The  Department  of  Commerce’s 
EDA,  the  Economic  Development  Adminis¬ 
tration,  has  $50  million  in  funding  to  assist 
communities  across  the  country  with  base 
closings.  And  it  offers  an  average  of  $1  mil¬ 
lion  for  development  efforts  after  the  com¬ 
munities  go  forward  and  produce  sound 
ideas  for  creating  new  businesses  and  new 
jobs. 

An  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor,  Bob 
Jones,  leads  a  program  with  $150  million  in 
defense  funds  to  assist  this  country’s  dislo¬ 
cated  defense  workers  in  job  counseling  and 
training,  relocation  aid,  job  placement,  and 
so  on.  And  that  could  be  about  $3  to  $4 
million  for  business  efforts  in  Beeville. 

And  Fm  told  that  the  Pentagon  will  turn 
the  base  over  to  you  sometime  late  in  1993. 
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And  that  deadline,  I  think  and  hope,  will 
help  everybody  get  moving. 

And  then  there’s  still  some  more:  The 
SBA,  the  Small  Business  Administration,  will 
conduct  business  seminars  here,  just  as  it 
did  over  at  Fort  Hood,  when  deployments 
and  realignments  hurt  families  over  there. 

In  all,  we’ve  got  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment  23  departments  and  agencies  ready  to 
help,  right  now.  And  well  do  everything 
that  we  possibly  can  to  help  Beeville  make 
the  tough  transition  into  this  post-cold-war 
world  that  we’re  living  in.  There  are  many 
blessings  to  count,  but  yes,  there  are  hard¬ 
ships.  I’m  not  singling  out  here  tonight  spe¬ 
cial  treatment.  I  am  simply  saying  to  the 
civic  leaders  here  what  is  available  at  the 
Federal  level.  And  that’s  how  we  deal  with 
all  base  closings  around  this  country. 

And  still,  whatever  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  does,  whatever  its  role,  your  defense 
future  really  depends  on  you,  depends  on 
the  heartbeat  of  Beeville,  Texas. 

I  know  Beeville’s  going  to  turn  things 
around.  When  I  arrived  here  in  this  motor¬ 
cade,  Jay  showed  me  the  headlines  from  the 
Corpus  paper  today.  I’d  like  to  show  it  to 
some  of  the  people  that  have  been  report¬ 
ing  the  news  lately  because  it  did  have  a 
nice  positive  ring  about  it  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  And  I  hope  the  predictions  therein 
prove  to  be  accurate,  because  they  were 
predicting  rather  substantial  improvements 
in  this  economy  that’s  been  sick  and  slug¬ 
gish  in  many  places  in  this  country. 

But  Beeville’s  going  to  work.  It’s  going  to 
turn  things  around.  Texas  towns  like  Harlin¬ 
gen  and  Laredo,  Mineral  Wells,  Waco  have 
been  through  what  you’ve  been  through. 
And  they’ve  recovered.  And  they’ve  ex¬ 
panded  their  employment  bases.  And  they 
did  it  because  they  were  determined  to 
make  things  better  for  themselves  and  for 
their  kids.  And  I  know  you’re  going  to  do  it 
here.  I  know  you  can  do  it  here,  too. 

Before  yielding  the  floor  and  getting  on 
to  the  main  event,  which  is  eating  the  good 
barbecue  and  listening  to  some  good  coun¬ 
try  music,  I’d  like  to  cover  just  a  couple  of 
other  important  topics. 

First,  you  have  learned,  and  you  might 
say  the  hard  way,  that  foreign  policy  and 
domestic  policy  do  go  hand  in  hand.  And 
anyone  who  says  that  you  can  divorce  for¬ 


eign  and  domestic  policy  is  living  in  a 
dream  world,  or  more  accurately,  living  in  a 
nightmare  world. 

Twice  this  century  we  tried  to  pull  back, 
to  retreat  into  isolationism,  and  we  got  two 
World  Wars  as  a  result.  We  tried  economic 
isolationism,  protectionism,  once.  And  we 
got — some  of  you  older  folks  here  will  re¬ 
member — the  Great  Depression. 

People  these  days  must  make  a  choice: 
Join  the  rest  of  the  world,  or  get  passed  by 
it.  And  I  say  that  the  destiny  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  to  lead.  And  as  long  as  I 
am  President  of  the  United  States,  I  will  not 
neglect  my  responsibilities  for  the  national 
security  of  this  country.  And  I  will  do  all  I 
can  to  see  that  these  kids  back  here  have  a 
chance  to  grow  up  in  a  world  where  they 
dop’t  have  to  worry  about  nuclear  conflict 
or  going  to  war  themselves.  And  I  will  not 
be  deterred  from  those  responsibilities. 

I’m  leaving  Monday,  Barbara  and  I  leave 
Monday  morning  early,  for  a  trip  to  Asia. 
And  while  I’m  there,  I’m  going  to  be  talk¬ 
ing  with  leaders  of  four  countries  about 
international  security,  defending  our  vital 
interests  in  the  Pacific.  We  are  a  Pacific 
power  as  well  as  a  power  that  looks  to  our 
own  south  and  looks  to  the  east  across  the 
Atlantic.  Talking  about  our  vital  interests 
there;  cultural  exchanges;  talking  about 
overall  world  economics,  talking  about  get¬ 
ting  those  countries,  those  that  are  doing 
well  in  that  part  of  the  world,  to  help  us  as 
we  try  to  reinforce  and  strengthen  the 
fledgling  democracies  to  our  south. 

And  most  important,  though,  on  this  trip, 
we’re  going  to  be  talking  about  breaking 
open  markets  that  shut  out  American  prod¬ 
ucts,  American  business,  and  in  the  process 
deny  us  the  opportunity  to  create  more 
good  American  jobs.  Those  countries  must 
open  their  markets  to  American  products. 
So  the  most  important  priority  is  then,  if 
you  look  at  it,  is  good  jobs  for  Americans. 
And  I  am  going  to  Asia  to  help  create  those 
kinds  of  jobs. 

I  want  a  world  of  free  trade  where  the 
best  of  each  nation,  the  best,  can  compete 
in  free  and  fair  trade,  free  and  fair  markets. 
And  that  world  offers  everybody  the  best 
goods  at  the  lowest  prices.  And  the  exports 
have  saved  America  as  we’ve  gone  through 
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a  sluggish  economy.  And  one  way  to  shut 
those  exports  off  is  to  resort  to  protection 
ourselves. 

Trade’s  got  to  be  fair.  I  believe  this:  I 
believe  that  we  can  compete  with  anyone 
in  the  world  if  we  get  a  fair  chance.  And 
that’s  what  we’ve  got  to  see  happens  in 
these  world  markets. 

So,  the  sum  of  it  is  this:  Free  trade  means 
jobs.  Now,  this  is  an  agricultural  communi¬ 
ty;  listen  to  this  one:  Every  billion  dollars’ 
worth  of  agricultural  exports  creates  more 
than  25,000  new  jobs  here  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Every  billion  dollars’ 
worth  of  manufactured  exports  created 
more  than  20,000  good  jobs. 

Incredible  things  have  taken  place  all 
around  us.  The  cold  war  is  over,  the  Gulf 
war  won.  Relations  with  Mexico  and  other 
neighbors  to  the  south  have  never  ever 
been  better.  And  I  want  to  see  them  even 
stronger  because  that  means  jobs  and  better 
opportunity  for  all  Americans,  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  South. 

And  if  you  want  to  put  it  all  in  wonderful 
year-end  perspective,  if  your  family  is  like 
ours,  from  Christmas  and  then  again  at 
New  Year’s  we  count  our  blessings.  And  be¬ 
lieve  me,  we  have  many,  many  things  to  be 
thankful  for.  There’s  a  lot  of  things  aren’t 
going  the  way  I’d  like  to  see  them  in  this 
country,  but  Barbara  and  I  have  an  inclina¬ 
tion  with  our  kids  around  us,  as  we  had 
them  there  at  Camp  David,  to  count  our 
blessings,  to  thank  God  for  the  blessings 
that  we  have  as  a  family  and  that  we  see  in 
this  great  country  of  ours. 

So,  we  have  a  lot  to  be  grateful  for. 
American  leadership,  American  ideals  have 
literally  reshaped  the  world  that  we  are 
living  in. 

And  so,  I  think  it  is  time  then  that  we 
further  seize  our  destiny.  We’ve  got  so 
much  to  do  at  home.  We’re  doing  not  bad 
in  some  aspects.  In  fact,  we’re  doing  quite 
well  in  some  aspects  of  the  drug  fight. 
We’ve  got  to  continue.  We’ve  got  to  contin¬ 
ue  it  until  every  family  knows  that  their 
kids  won’t  be  plagued  by  narcotics. 

We’ve  got  to  make  our  schools  the  best  in 
the  world.  And  with  this  America  2000  pro¬ 
gram,  which  is  Democrats  and  Republicans 
and  liberals  and  conservatives  working  to¬ 
gether,  I’m  optimistic  that  we  can  do  just 


that:  Revolutionize  these  schools  and  give 
our  kids  the  best  opportunity  for  an  educa¬ 
tion  that  any  generation  has  ever  had. 

Light  a  fire  under  our  best  inventors,  in¬ 
novators,  and  workers  and  liberate  the 
working  people  from  taxes,  regulation,  and 
red  tape.  And  then  do  that,  and  the  rest  of 
the  world  is  going  to  watch  in  awe.  And 
we’ll  create  the  kind  of  society  we  want. 

Yes,  I  still  want  a  kinder  and  gentler,  fast¬ 
growing,  always  improving  America.  And 
yes,  I  will  continue  to  fight  against  the  ex¬ 
cesses  of  Government  spending.  I  believe 
deficits  matter.  And  I  believe  we’ve  got  to 
do  a  better  job  in  Washington  in  controlling 
the  excesses  of  Federal  spending. 

So,  in  about  a  month,  about  a  month  from 
now,  I  will  deliver  a  State  of  the  Union 
Message  that’s  going  to  outline  a  new  strat¬ 
egy  for  building  on  our  international  suc¬ 
cess.  We’re  moving  into  a  partisan  year.  Ev¬ 
erybody  here  knows  that.  Certainly,  I  know 
it.  We’re  moving  into  a  partisan  year.  But 
what  I  will  challenge  the  Congress  to  do  in 
this  State  of  the  Union  Message  is  to  find  a 
window  where  we  just  put  politics  aside 
and  say,  “Look,  there’s  some  Americans 
that  are  hurting  out  here,  far  too  many  all 
across  our  country.  So  now  let’s  set  aside 
the  politics,  only  for  a  short  period  of  time.” 
That’s  the  only  realistic  thing  that  can 
happen.  Set  it  aside,  reach  out  my  hand  to 
the  other  side,  and  say,  “Let’s  get  some 
things  done  that  will  make  this  economy 
grow,  that  will  put  America  back  to  work, 
and  will  still  guarantee  that  we  are  the 
leader  of  the  entire  free  world.  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  we  can  do  it.”  And  that’s  the  ap¬ 
proach  I’m  going  to  take  in  the  State  of  the 
Union  Message. 

I’m  going  to  outline  a  new  strategy  for 
building  on  our  international  success.  And  it 
will  be  about  unleashing  the  creativity,  the 
ambition,  and  the  drive  of  the  American 
people,  about  really  getting  again  this  slug¬ 
gish  economy  on  the  move.  And  I’m  abso¬ 
lutely  confident,  I  am  absolutely  confident 
that  we  will  do  just  exactly  that.  We  are 
Americans.  We  will  not  fail. 

I  just  want  you  to  know,  in  the  first  place, 
just  a  couple  of  comments  to  friends,  and 
then  we’ll  eat.  I  like  my  job  as  President.  A1 
Simpson  was  coming  down  on  the  plane,  he 
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said,  “Hey,  you’re  getting  clobbered  out 
there  by  the  media  these  days.”  And  I  said, 
“Yes,  that  goes  with  the  territory.  It  takes 
one  to  know  one.”  You  talk  about  Simpson 
telling  me  about  getting  clobbered  by  the 
press,  why - [laughter]. 

But  we  reminisced  about  it.  And  we  both 
concluded  just  as  friends,  no  politics,  that  it 
is  well  worth  it.  I  cannot  think  of  a  more 
exciting  period  in  this  century  to  be  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  Pm  working 
hard.  I’m  doing  my  level  best.  I’m  absolute¬ 
ly  confident  that  this  country’s  going  to 
turn  around  and  this  economy  will  be  back 
on  track.  And  I  am  absolutely  confident 
that  you,  the  American  people,  want  me  to 
continue  to  lead,  to  have  America  be  the 
leader  around  the  world. 

So,  there’s  some  slings  and  arrows  out 
there.  But  don’t  feel  sorry  for  the  Bushes. 
We  love  it.  We  feel  privileged  every  single 
day  that  we  live  in  the  White  House.  And  I 
feel  honored;  I  feel  the  same  sense  of  emo¬ 
tion  that  Dan  Ouellette  told  me  that  he  had 
when  he  walked  into  the  Oval  Office 
maybe  for  the  second  or  third  time.  I  go 
there  every  day,  and  I  still  get  a  little 
choked  up  and  think,  God,  what  a  wonder¬ 
ful  country  we  are  living  in. 


God  bless  the  United  States  of  America. 
And  thank  you  for  this  fantastic  South  Texas 
hospitality.  I  will  never  forget  it.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

[At  this  point ,  Mayor  Salazar  presented 
gifts  to  the  President ] 

And  now,  under  the  theory  that  some 
practice  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to 
receive,  let  me  hand  this  token  to  Mayor 
Salazar.  And  it  is  simply  a  certificate  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  appreciation  to  Beeville,  Texas,  in 
recognition  of  the  kindness  and  the  hospi¬ 
tality  shown  during  this  Presidential  visit  to 
your  wonderful  area.  And  again,  thank  you 
all  so  very,  very  much. 

Note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:54  p.m.  in 
the  Bee  County  Rodeo  Arena .  In  his  re¬ 
marks ,  he  referred  to  Hayden  W.  Head ,  Jr., 
U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  Southern  District 
of  Texas ;  Will  Parish  and  Tony  Salinas, 
longtime  friends  of  the  President;  and  co- 
chairmen  of  the  barbecue,  Dan  Ouellette, 
former  county  Republican  Party  chairman, 
and  Jay  Kimbrough,  an  attorney  in  Bee- 
ville.  A  tape  was  not  available  for  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  content  of  these  remarks. 


Remarks  Upon  Departure  for  Asian /Pacific  Nations 
December  30,  1991 


Today  I  leave  on  a  12-day  journey  to  a 
region  of  critical  importance  to  the  interests 
of  this  Nation.  We’ll  be  visiting  four  Asian/ 
Pacific  nations,  home  to  some  of  the  world’s 
most  dynamic  economies.  On  my  visits  to 
Australia  and  Singapore,  to  Korea  and 
Japan,  I  will  get  a  firsthand  glimpse  of 
America’s  economic  future,  a  world  in 
which  we  will  conduct  more  and  more  busi¬ 
ness  and  trade  with  partners  in  Asia, 
Europe,  and  Latin  America. 

In  this  new  world,  old  notions  no  longer 
apply.  The  sharp  lines  that  once  separated 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  have  been 
overtaken  by  a  new  reality.  If  we  want  to 
put  people  to  work  here  at  home,  we’ve  got 
to  expand  trade  and  to  open  markets.  These 


new  economic  realities  have  not  eclipsed 
the  security  concerns  that  continue  to 
demand  our  attention  throughout  East  Asia. 
I’ll  make  very  clear  to  each  country  I  visit 
that  America  remains  committed  to  the 
cause  of  freedom  and  democracy,  that 
America  will  remain  engaged  in  the  Pacific 
area  economically,  politically,  and  militarily. 
After  all,  we  are  a  Pacific  nation,  and  we 
should  care  about  what  our  allies  in  that 
region  have  to  say.  Our  Asian /Pacific 
friends  will  play  a  crucial  role  in  helping  us 
build  a  post-cold-war  world  defined  by  pros¬ 
perity  and  trade,  not  poverty  and  isolation¬ 
ism. 

But  let  me  make  very  clear  the  focus  of 
this  trip.  My  highest  priority  is  jobs,  and  I 
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want  us  to  build  a  foundation  for  sustained 
economic  growth  and  an  ever-increasing 
supply  of  good  jobs  for  American  workers. 
Here  at  home,  all  of  us  are  concerned  about 
our  sluggish  economy.  One  way  to  get  this 
economy  growing  again  is  to  open  up  mar¬ 
kets  abroad  for  American  goods  and  serv¬ 
ices.  The  goods  we  make  here  in  America, 
the  services  we  provide,  are  second  to 
none.  More  exports  mean  new  jobs.  Each 
billion  dollars  in  new  manufactured  exports 
supports  20,000  new  American  jobs. 

The  markets  of  East  Asia  offer  great  op¬ 
portunity.  Last  year  we  conducted  more 
than  $300  billion  worth  of  two-way  trade 
with  the  nations  of  the  Pacific  Rim.  That  is 
more  than  with  the  nations  of  Europe.  And 
yet  we  know  that  for  many  industries  and 
sectors  of  our  economy,  the  potential  of  our 
Pacific  markets  remain  largely  untapped. 

My  message  in  each  country  I  visit  will  be 
this:  Free  trade  is  a  two-way  street.  Certain¬ 
ly  American  companies  ought  to  show 
greater  commitment  to  these  markets.  And 
while  nations  such  as  Singapore  have  taken 
great  strides  to  build  a  tradition  of  free  and 
open  trade,  there  are  still  too  many  coun¬ 
tries  where  markets  are  closed  to  quality 
American  goods  and  services.  There  are  still 
too  many  countries  whose  consumers  want 
but  cannot  buy  American  products.  We 
seek  no  special  benefits,  no  rules  stacked  in 
our  favor,  just  open  markets,  trade  that  is 
free  and  fair. 

Ill  have  help  driving  this  message  home. 


Executives  from  21  of  America’s  leading 
companies  and  business  organizations  will 
travel  with  me.  Some  of  them  now  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  Asia.  All  of  them  are  ready  to  work 
hard  in  these  markets  to  blaze  a  trail  other 
American  companies,  large  and  small,  can 
follow. 

They  are  also  realistic  about  what  we 
cannot  expect  from  this  trip.  We  cannot 
expect  to  achieve  complete  accord.  This 
trip  won’t  solve  all  the  trade  issues  that  now 
concern  us  or  produce  a  new  export  boom 
overnight.  But  we  will  do  all  we  can  to 
make  progress,  to  drive  down  the  barriers 
abroad  that  inhibit  the  creation  of  jobs  and 
opportunity  at  home.  Actions  such  as  that 
taken  yesterday  by  the  Central  Bank  of 
Japan  to  lower  the  discount  rate  one-half 
percent  certainly  do  help. 

America  can  meet  the  challenges  of  the 
new  world  taking  shape  around  us.  Some 
nations  fear  the  future.  They  see  chaos  in 
change.  But  America  is  a  Nation  drawn  for¬ 
ward  by  what  is  new.  I  am  certain,  I  am 
absolutely  confident  that  America  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  lead  and  that  in  the  new  world 
Americans  will  prosper. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  our  great 
country.  And  now  we’ll  head  off  to  Austra¬ 
lia.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Note;  The  President  spoke  at  6:35  a.m.  at 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base  in  Camp  Springs , 
MD. 
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The  following  list  includes  the  President’s  public 
schedule  and  other  items  of  general  interest  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary  and 
not  included  elsewhere  in  this  book. 

July  1 

The  White  House  announced  that  President 
Bush  will  host  a  working  luncheon  for  President 
Gorbachev  at  the  residence  of  the  U.S.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  in  London,  England,  on  July  17,  following  the 
conclusion  of  the  London  economic  summit. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  President’s  Committee  on  Mental  Retarda¬ 
tion  for  the  terms  indicated: 

Patricia  A.  Caggiano,  of  New  York,  for  a  term  expiring 
May  11,  1993.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Ms. 
Caggiano  serves  as  founder  and  president  of  the  Pre¬ 
cious  Hearts  Association  for  Exceptional  Adults,  Inc., 
in  Brooklyn,  NY. 

Jack  T.  Dulworth,  of  Texas,  for  a  term  expiring  May  11, 

1993.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Mr.  Dul¬ 
worth  serves  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  compensation  group,  Dulworth,  Inc.,  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX. 

Marcia  Frey ,  of  Florida,  for  a  term  expiring  May  11, 
1992.  She  would  succeed  Jean  Gumerson.  Currently 
Ms.  Frey  serves  as  a  community  service  volunteer  in 
Winter  Park,  FL. 

Martin  S.  Ulan ,  of  Maine,  for  a  term  expiring  May  11, 

1994.  He  would  succeed  William  Kerby  Hummer. 
Since  1972  Mr.  Ulan  has  served  as  administrator  of 
York  Hospital  in  York,  ME. 

July  2 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  the  White  House  from  a  stay  at  their 
home  in  Kennebunkport,  ME. 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of  Staff  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent; 

— Rick  Mears,  1991  Indianapolis  500  winner; 
— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  participated  in 
the  Desert  Storm  stamp  presentation  ceremony 
in  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  and  the  Select  Committee 
on  Intelligence  of  the  Senate  and  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Permanent  Select 
Committee  on  Intelligence  of  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  a  classified  report  on  foreign  intelli¬ 
gence  activities  within  the  United  States. 


July  3 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with; 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  South  Dakota. 

In  the  evening,  they  traveled  to  Springfield, 
MO. 

July  4 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  Washington,  DC,  and  watched  the 
fireworks  on  The  Mall  from  the  White  House. 

July  5 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  toured  the  U.S. 
Secret  Service  Training  Center  in  Beltsville,  MD. 
Following  the  tour,  the  President  went  to  Camp 
David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

July  8 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  the  White  House  from  a  weekend 
stay  at  Camp  David,  MD.  The  President,  then 
met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

July  9 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with 
the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant 
to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs;  and 
members  of  the  CIA  briefing  staff. 
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In  the  afternoon,  the  President  traveled  to  To¬ 
ronto,  Canada. 

The  White  House  announced  that  President 
Carlos  Menem  of  Argentina  will  visit  Washington 
on  November  14. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  David  A.  Colson,  of  Maryland,  for  the 
rank  of  Ambassador  during  his  tenure  of  service 
as  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Oceans 
and  Fisheries  Affairs  at  the  Department  of  State 
in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Congress  a 
request  for  appropriations  for  the  Department  of 
Defense  for  FY  1991  and  FY  1992  for  Operations 
Desert  Shield/ Desert  Storm. 

July  10 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— congressional  leaders,  for  a  briefing  on  the 
upcoming  economic  summit; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— the  President’s  Council  of  Advisors  on  Sci¬ 
ence  and  Technology. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  hosted  a  picnic 
for  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  on  the 
South  Lawn. 

July  11 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Walker’s  Point,  their  home  in  Kenne- 
bunkport,  ME. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  met  privately 
with  Prime  Minister  Toshiki  Kaifu  of  Japan  at 
Walker’s  Point. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  private  dinner  for  the  Prime  Minister 
and  Mrs.  Kaifu  at  Walker’s  Point. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Arts,  John  F. 
Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts: 

Sidney  Chon,  of  California.  He  would  succeed  Jeanette 
Nichols.  Since  1979  Mr.  Chan  has  served  as  a  business 
consultant  and  tax  practitioner  in  San  Francisco,  CA. 
Deanna  Freeland,  of  Indiana.  She  would  succeed  Rich¬ 
ard  A.  Gallun.  Since  1972  she  has  owned  a  Pizza  Hut 
in  Fort  Wayne,  IN. 

Sharon  Lorenzo,  of  Texas.  She  would  succeed  Millie 
Pogna.  Since  1987  Ms.  Lorenzo  has  served  as  an  ad¬ 
junct  professor  of  business  law  at  the  University  of  St. 
Thomas  Cameron  School  of  Business  in  Houston,  TX. 


July  12 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  Iowa  as  a  result  of  severe  storms  and 
flooding  that  began  on  June  1.  He  directed  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  to  pro¬ 
vide  assistance  to  supplement  State  and  local  re¬ 
covery  efforts. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on  Educa¬ 
tional  Research  and  Improvement  for  the  terms 
indicated: 

Marjorie  Arsht,  of  Texas,  for  a  term  expiring  September 
30,  1991,  and  an  additional  term  expiring  September 
30,  1994.  She  would  succeed  Robert  H.  Mattson.  Cur¬ 
rently  Ms.  Arsht  serves  as  president  of  the  Arsht  Co., 
in  Bellaire,  TX. 

Kenneth  H.  Bastion,  Jr.,  of  Texas,  for  a  term  expiring 
September  30,  1993.  He  would  succeed  J.  Wade 
Gilley.  Since  1988  Mr.  Bastian  has  served  as  headmas¬ 
ter  of  the  All  Saints  Episcopal  School  in  Lubbock,  TX. 

July  14 

In  the  early  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  traveled  from  their  home  in  Kennebunk- 
port,  ME,  to  France. 

In  the  afternoon,  following  an  arrival  ceremony 
at  the  Chateau  de  Rambouillet,  the  official 
summer  residence  of  President  Francois  Mitter¬ 
rand  of  France,  President  Bush  met  privately 
with  President  Mitterrand. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  London,  United  Kingdom.  Later  that 
evening,  they  attended  a  private  dinner  hosted 
by  Prime  Minister  John  Major  of  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Mrs.  Major  at  No.  10  Downing 
Street,  the  Prime  Minister’s  official  residence. 

Following  the  dinner,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  went  to  Winfield  House,  the  residence  of 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  United  Kingdom  Ray¬ 
mond  G.H.  Seitz,  which  was  their  residence 
during  their  stay  in  London. 

July  15 

In  the  morning,  President  Bush  attended  a 
working  breakfast  with  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl 
of  Germany  and  participated  in  bilateral  meet¬ 
ings  with  Prime  Minister  Giulio  Andreotti  of  Italy 
and  with  European  Council  President  Ruud  Lub¬ 
bers  and  European  Community  Commission 
President  Jacques  Delors  at  Winfield  House. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  attended  the 
opening  session  of  the  London  economic  summit 
at  Lancaster  House. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  went  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  where  he  attended  a  reception 
for  heads  of  summit  delegations  and  foreign  min¬ 
isters,  participated  in  a  working  dinner  with 
other  delegation  heads,  viewed  the  Ceremony  of 
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the  Keys,  and  attended  an  afterdinner  coffee  for 
summit  participants. 

July  16 

In  the  morning,  the  President  greeted  the  U.S. 
Embassy  community  at  Winfield  House. 

Following  the  greeting,  the  President  attended 
the  first  plenary  session  of  the  summit  at  Lancas¬ 
ter  House.  He  then  attended  a  reception  for 
senior  summit  participants  at  Bridgewater  House 
and  participated  in  a  summit  working  luncheon 
at  Spencer  House.  Following  the  luncheon,  the 
President  returned  to  Lancaster  House,  where  he 
attended  the  main  plenary  session  of  the  summit. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  a  reception  and  state  dinner  for  heads 
of  summit  delegations  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Ellis  B.  Bodron,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  on  Disability  for 
a  term  expiring  September  17,  1993.  He  would 
succeed  Margaret  Chase  Hager.  Currently  Mr. 
Bodron  serves  as  an  attorney  with  the  law  firm  of 
Wayfield  &  Bodron  in  Vicksburg,  MS. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Norman  Kelinson,  of  Iowa,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Commission  on  Libraries 
and  Information  Science  for  a  term  expiring  July 
19,  1995.  He  would  succeed  Frank  Gannon.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr.  Kelinson  serves  as  president  of  Univer¬ 
sal  Financial  Services  in  Davenport,  IA. 

July  1 7 

In  the  morning,  the  President  attended  the 
final  plenary  session  of  the  summit  at  Lancaster 
House. 

The  President  then  returned  to  Winfield 
House,  where  he  met  with  his  senior  advisers  to 
discuss  the  U.S.  position  on  START.  He  then  met 
with  Secretary  of  State  Baker  and  Brent  Scow- 
croft,  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs,  to  discuss  the  Soviet  position  on 
START.  President  Bush  and  Mr.  Scowcroft  then 
met  briefly  with  Soviet  Foreign  Minister  Alek¬ 
sandr  Bessmertnykh. 

At  noon,  President  Gorbachev  arrived  at  Win¬ 
field  House  for  a  working  luncheon  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush,  where  they  discussed  the  Soviet  econ¬ 
omy  and  political  reforms.  Following  the  lunch¬ 
eon,  the  two  Presidents  met  privately  to  con¬ 
clude  the  final  agreement  on  the  START  Treaty. 

In  the  afternoon,  President  Bush  attended  a 
working  session  at  Lancaster  House  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachev  and  summit  leaders. 

In  the  evening,  President  Bush  attended  a 
dinner  at  No.  10  Downing  Street  with  President 
Gorbachev  and  heads  of  summit  delegations. 

The  White  House  announced  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  will  travel  to  The  Netherlands  in  November 
for  consultations  with  Prime  Minister  Ruud  Lub¬ 


bers,  current  President  of  the  European  Council, 
and  Jacques  Delors,  President  of  the  Commission 
of  the  European  Community. 

July  18 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Athens,  Greece. 

In  the  afternoon,  President  Bush  met  privately 
with  President  Constantinos  Karamanlis  of 
Greece  at  the  Presidential  Palace.  Later  that 
afternoon,  President  Bush  met  privately  with 
Prime  Minister  Constantinos  Mitsotakis  of  Greece 
and  with  Greek  and  U.S.  officials  at  the  Prime 
Minister’s  Office. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  the  residence  of  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Greece  Michael  G.  Sotirhos,  which  was  their  resi¬ 
dence  during  their  stay  in  Greece. 

July  19 

At  midday,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  trav¬ 
eled  to  Crete,  where  they  toured  Greek  and  U.S. 
naval  vessels  at  the  Souda  Bay  naval  facility,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  wreath-laying  ceremony  at  the 
tomb  of  Greek  statesman  and  former  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Eleutherios  Venizelos,  and  attended  a  lunch¬ 
eon  hosted  by  Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis  at  his 
residence.  Following  the  luncheon,  the  President 
and  Mrs.  Bush  returned  to  Athens. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  reception  for  President  Karamanlis  at 
the  U.S.  Ambassador’s  residence. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Mary  Matthews  Raether,  of  Virginia,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  National  Council  on  Disabil¬ 
ity  for  a  term  expiring  September  17,  1994.  This 
is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Ms.  Raether  serves 
as  a  partner  with  Evergreen  Investors. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Charles  Szu,  of  California,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Barry 
Goldwater  Scholarship  and  Excellence  in  Educa¬ 
tion  Foundation  for  a  term  expiring  February  4, 
1996.  He  would  succeed  Thomas  G.  Pownall. 
Currently  Mr.  Szu  serves  as  a  system  engineer 
with  TRW  Electronics  and  Defense  Sector  in  Re¬ 
dondo  Beach,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Donald  R.  Livingston,  of  Georgia,  to  be 
General  Counsel  of  the  Equal  Employment  Op¬ 
portunity  Commission  for  a  term  of  4  years.  He 
would  succeed  Charles  A.  Shanor.  Since  1990  Mr. 
Livingston  has  served  as  Acting  General  Counsel 
for  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Michael  B.  McCaskey,  of  Illinois,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Peace  Corps  National  Advisory 
Council  for  a  term  expiring  October  6,  1992.  He 
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would  succeed  Josephine  K.  Olsen.  Currently  Dr. 
McCaskey  serves  as  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Chicago  Bears  Football  Club. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 

nominate  C.  Payne  Lucas,  of  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  African  Development  Foundation  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  expiring  September 
22,  1993.  He  would  succeed  David  C.  Miller,  Jr. 
Currently  Mr.  Lucas  serves  as  executive  director 
of  Africare  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 

nominate  Ben-Chieh  Liu,  of  Illinois,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Commission  on  Libraries 
and  Information  Science  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  expiring  July  19,  1993.  He  would  succeed 
Margaret  Phelan.  Since  1982  Dr.  Liu  has  served 
as  a  professor  of  management  and  information 
systems  in  Chicago,  IL. 

July  20 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Ankara,  Turkey. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
participated  in  a  wreath-laying  ceremony  at  the 
Ataturk  Mausoleum.  President  Bush  then  met 
with  Prime  Minister  Mesut  Yilmaz  at  the  Prime 
Minister’s  residence  and  with  President  Turgut 
Ozal  at  the  Presidential  Palace.  Following  the 
meetings,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  went  to 
the  residence  of  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Turkey  Mi¬ 
chael  Abramowitz,  which  was  their  residence 
during  their  stay  in  Ankara. 

July  21 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
toured  the  Esenboga  Airport,  where  they  viewed 
Turkish  F-16  aircraft.  Following  the  tour,  they 
traveled  to  Istanbul,  where  they  visited  the  Blue 
Mosque,  the  Hagia  Sophia  Museum,  and  the  Top- 
kapi  Palace.  They  then  took  a  boat  tour  of  the 
Bosphorus  Strait. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  went  to  the 
Ciragan  Palace  Hotel,  where  he  held  separate 
meetings  with  Endal  Inonu,  Social  Democratic 
Party  leader,  and  Suleyman  Demirel,  True  Path 
Party  leader. 

July  22 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
had  breakfast  with  President  Ozal  at  the  Ciragan 
Palace  Hotel. 

The  White  House  announced  that  King  Hassan 
n  of  Morocco  will  visit  Washington  on  September 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Commission 
on  National  and  Community  Service  for  the  term 
indicated: 


For  terms  of  one  year: 

Gayle  Edlund  Wilson ,  of  California.  Currently  Mrs. 
Wilson  is  the  First  Lady  of  California. 

George  Wilcken  Romney,  of  Michigan.  Since  1974  Gov¬ 
ernor  Romney  has  served  as  the  founding  chairman  of 
VOLUNTEER — The  National  Center  in  Arlington, 
VA. 

Karen  Susan  Young,  of  California.  Since  1990  Ms.  Young 
has  served  as  the  national  meetings  director  of  the 
Campus  Outreach  Opportunity  League  in  St.  Paul, 
MN. 

William  J.  Byron,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Since 
1982  Dr.  Byron  has  served  as  president  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  University  of  America  in  Washington,  DC. 

Glen  W.  White,  of  Kansas.  Currently  Dr.  White  serves  as 
training  director  of  the  Research  and  Training  Center 
on  Independent  Living  at  the  University  of  Kansas  in 
Lawrence,  KS. 

Thomas  H.  Ehrlich,  of  Indiana.  Since  1987  Mr.  Ehrlich 
has  served  as  president  of  Indiana  University  in 
Bloomington,  IN. 

For  terms  of  2  years: 

Richard  Frederick  Phelps,  of  Indiana.  From  1971  to 
1990,  Mr.  Phelps  served  as  head  basketball  coach  at 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in  Notre  Dame,  IN. 

Leslie  Lenkowsky,  of  Indiana.  Currently  Dr.  Lenkowsky 
serves  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Hudson  Institute  in  Indianapolis,  IN. 

Alan  Khazei,  of  Massachusetts.  Currently  Mr.  Khazei 
serves  as  cofounder  and  president  of  City  Year  in 
Boston,  MA. 

Paul  N.  McCloskey,  Jr.,  of  California.  Since  1983  Mr. 
McCloskey  has  served  as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm 
Brobeck,  Phleger  &  Harrison  in  Palo  Alto,  CA. 

Reatha  Clark  King,  of  Minnesota.  Currently  Dr.  King 
serves  as  president  and  executive  director  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Mills  Foundation  in  Minneapolis,  MN. 

Wayne  W.  Meisel,  of  Minnesota.  Currently  Mr.  Meisel 
serves  as  executive  director  of  the  Corella  and  Ber¬ 
tram  F.  Bonner  Foundation  in  Princeton,  NJ. 

Shirley  Sachi  Sagawa,  of  Virginia.  Currently  Ms.  Sagawa 
serves  as  an  attorney  with  the  National  Women’s  Law 
Center  in  Washington,  DC. 

For  terms  of  3  years: 

Daniel  J.  Evans,  of  Washington.  Currently  Mr.  Evans 
serves  as  president  of  Daniel  J.  Evans  Associates  in 
Seattle,  WA. 

Maria  Hernandez  Ferrier,  of  Texas.  Currently  Ms.  Fer- 
rier  serves  as  director  of  special  guidance  and  special 
programs  for  the  Southwest  Independent  School  Dis¬ 
trict  in  San  Antonio,  TX. 

Frances  Hesselbein,  of  Pennsylvania.  Currently  Ms.  Hes- 
selbein  serves  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  Peter  Drucker  Foundation  in  New  York,  NY. 

Patricia  Traugott  Rouse,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Ms. 
Rouse  serves  as  cofounder,  secretary,  and  treasurer  of 
the  Enterprise  Foundation  in  Columbia,  MD. 

Jack  A.  MacAllister,  of  Colorado.  Currently  Mr.  MacAl- 
lister  serves  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  US  WEST, 
Inc.,  in  Englewood,  CO. 
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Robert  L.  Woodson,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Mr.  Wood- 
son  serves  as  president  of  the  National  Center  for 
Neighborhood  Enterprise  and  chairman  of  the  Council 
for  a  Black  Economic  Agenda  in  Washington,  DC. 
Joyce  M.  Black,  of  New  York.  Currently  Ms.  Black  serves 
as  executive  director  of  the  Governor’s  Office  for  Vol¬ 
untary  Service  in  New  York,  NY. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  William  Ho-Gonzalez,  of  Virginia,  to  be 
Special  Counsel  for  Immigration-Related  Unfair 
Employment  Practices  for  a  term  of  4  years.  He 
would  succeed  Lawrence  J.  Siskind.  Since  1987 
Mr.  Ho-Gonzalez  has  served  as  Assistant  United 
States  Attorney  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  James  C.  Kenny,  of  Illinois,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National 
Corporation  for  Housing  Partnerships  for  the 
term  expiring  October  27,  1993.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  James  Coles.  Currently  Mr.  Kenny  serves  as 
vice  president  of  the  Kenny  Construction  Co.  in 
Wheeling,  IL. 

July  23 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Cabinet; 

— the  President’s  Commission  on  Environmen¬ 
tal  Quality; 

—John  H.  Sununu. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  individ¬ 
uals  to  be  members  of  the  President’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Environmental  Quality: 

Edwin  Lewis  Artzt,  chairman  of  the  board  and  chief 
executive  for  Procter  &  Gamble  Co.  in  Cincinnati, 
OH. 

Dr  Marguerite  Ross  Barnett,  president  of  the  University 
of  Houston  in  Houston,  TX. 

Riley  P.  Bechtel,  president,  chief  executive  officer,  and  a 
director  of  the  Bechtel  Group,  Inc.,  in  San  Francisco, 
CA. 

Dean  L.  Buntrock,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  Waste  Management,  Inc.,  in  Oak  Brook,  IL. 

Richard  A.  Clarke,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  in  San  Francisco,  CA. 
Derrick  Crandall,  president  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  American  Recreation  Coalition  in  Washington, 
DC. 

Michael  R.  Deland,  Chairman  of  the  Council  on  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Quality,  Executive  Office  of  the  President, 
in  Washington,  DC.  He  will  serve  as  Chairman  of  the 
Commission. 

Kenneth  T.  Derr,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Chevron  Corp.  in  San  Francisco,  CA. 

Robert  Fri,  president  of  Resources  for  the  Future  in 
Washington,  DC. 


Kathryn  S.  Fuller,  president  of  the  World  Wildlife  Fund 
and  the  Conservation  Foundation  in  Washington,  DC. 

John  A.  Georges,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
for  International  Paper  Co.  in  Purchase,  NY. 

Dr.  Paul  Edward  Gray,  chairman  of  the  corporation  for 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA. 

Gilbert  M.  Grosvenor,  president  and  chairman  of  the 
National  Geographic  Society  in  Washington,  DC. 

Allen  F.  Jacobson,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  Minnesota  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Co.  (3M)  in  St. 
Paul,  MN. 

Fred  Krupp,  executive  director  of  the  Environmental 
Defense  Fund  in  New  York,  NY. 

Kenneth  L.  Lay,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Enron  Corp.  in  Houston,  TX. 

Richard  P.  Mayer,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  Kraft  General  Foods  North  America  in  Glenview, 
IL. 

N.  J.  Nicholas,  Jr.,  president  and  cochief  executive  offi¬ 
cer  of  Time  Warner  Inc.  in  New  York,  NY. 

Patrick  F.  Noonan,  president  of  the  Conservation  Fund 
in  Arlington,  VA. 

Harold  A.  Poling,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  Ford  Motor  Co.  in  Dearborn,  MI. 

Frank  Popoff,  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  Dow  Chemical  Co.  in  Midland,  MI. 

William  D.  Ruckelshaus,  chairman  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  Browning-Ferris  Industries,  Inc.,  in  Houston, 
TX.  He  will  serve  as  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion. 

Adele  Simmons,  president  of  the  John  D.  and  Catherine 
T.  MacArthur  Foundation  in  Chicago,  IL. 

Dr.  P.  Roy  Vagelos,  chairman,  president,  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc.,  in  Rahway,  NJ. 

John  F.  Welch,  Jr.,  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  General  Electric  Co.  in  Fairfield,  CT. 

The  White  House  announced  that  the  following 

individuals  will  represent  the  President  at  the 
dedication  of  the  Polish-American  Children’s 
Hospital  in  Krakow,  Poland,  August  9-13: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

Edward  Derwinski ,  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs,  and 
his  wife,  Bonnie  Derwinski. 

Delegates: 

Ronald  Roskens.  Currently  Dr.  Roskens  serves  as  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  Agency  for  International  Develop¬ 
ment  in  Washington,  DC. 

Davis  Robinson,  and  his  wife,  Suzanne.  Currently  Mr. 
Robinson  serves  as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm  of 
LeBoeuf,  Lamb,  Lieby  &  MacRae. 

Rev.  Thaddeus  Garrett.  Currently  Reverend  Garrett 
serves  as  president  of  Garrett  &  Co.  and  as  an  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  at  Wesley  Temple  A.M.E.  Zion  Church  in 
Akron,  OH. 

Andrew  Falkiewicz.  Currently  Mr.  Falkiewicz  serves  as  a 
senior  adviser  on  Eastern  European  and  Soviet  affairs 
at  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International  Development  in 
Washington,  DC. 

Thomas  W.  Simons,  Jr.  Currently  Ambassador  Simons 
serves  as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Poland. 
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The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Joint  Federal-State  Commission  on  Policies 
and  Programs  Affecting  Alaska  Natives: 

Johne  Binkley ,  of  Alaska.  Mr.  Binkley  served  as  an 
Alaska  State  senator,  1987-1991. 

Perry  R.  Eaton ,  of  Alaska.  Since  1981  Mr.  Eaton  has 
served  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer  at  the 
Community  Enterprise  Development  Corp.  of  Alaska 
in  Anchorage,  AK. 

Frank  Pagano ,  of  Alaska.  Since  1984  Mr.  Pagano  has 
served  as  president  of  Koniag,  Inc.,  in  Anchorage,  AK. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Mary  Cracraft,  of  Kansas,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
for  the  term  of  5  years  expiring  August  27,  1996. 
This  is  a  reappointment.  Since  1986,  Ms.  Cracraft 
has  served  on  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  John  Christian  Kornblum,  of  Michigan, 
a  career  member  of  the  Senior  Foreign  Service, 
Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  for  the  rank  of  Am¬ 
bassador  during  his  tenure  of  service  as  Head  of 
Delegation  to  the  Conference  on  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe  (CSCE).  Currently  Mr. 
Kornblum  serves  as  a  United  States  Deputy  Per¬ 
manent  Representative  to  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organization  in  New  York,  NY. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Congress  the 
second  biennial  revision  (1992-93)  to  the  United 
States  Arctic  Research  Plan. 

July  24 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with 
the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant 
to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs;  and 
members  of  the  CIA  briefing  staff. 

July  25 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

—John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  presented  the 
National  Security  Medal  to  William  Webster,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  in  the 
Blue  Room. 

July  26 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
—the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 


Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Prime  Minister  Eugenia  Charles  of  Domini¬ 
ca. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

The  President  named  the  following  individuals 
to  represent  him  at  the  formal  inauguration  cere¬ 
mony  for  President  Nicephore  Soglo  in  Benin, 
July  29-August  2: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

Neil  Bush,  and  his  wife,  Sharon  Bush. 

Delegates: 

Lee  S.  Dreyfus,  of  Wisconsin.  Since  1984  Governor 
Dreyfus  has  served  as  president  of  Lee  Sherman  Drey¬ 
fus,  Inc.,  in  Waukesha,  WI.  Governor  Dreyfus  is  the 
former  Governor  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  1979- 
1983. 

Michael  Murphy,  of  Massachusetts.  Since  1990  Mr. 
Murphy  has  served  as  an  elected  member  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernor’s  Council  in  Massachusetts. 

Maida  Pearson.  Currently  Ms.  Pearson  serves  as  a  na¬ 
tional  GOP  committeewoman  from  Memphis,  TN. 
James  Robinson  Pierce,  Jr.,  of  Texas.  Since  1986  Mr. 
Pierce  has  served  as  senior  vice  president  of  Energy 
Insurance  International,  Inc.,  in  Houston,  TX. 

July  29 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  the  Soviet  Union.  Upon  their  arrival 
in  Moscow,  they  went  to  Spaso  House,  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet  Union 
Jack  F.  Matlock,  which  was  their  residence 
during  their  stay  in  Moscow. 

July  30 

In  the  morning,  the  President  attended  the 
opening  session  of  the  summit  at  the  Kremlin. 
He  met  with  President  Gorbachev  in  the  Green 
Room  and  participated  in  an  expanded  bilateral 
meeting  with  Soviet  political  and  military  leaders 
in  St.  Catherine’s  Hall. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  participated  in 
a  working  luncheon  in  the  Official  Residence 
Dining  Hall  and  then  went  to  the  Kremlin  Ca¬ 
thedral  Square  for  a  walking  tour  with  President 
Gorbachev. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Clifford  J.  Groh,  Sr.,  of  Alaska,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Arctic  Research  Commission  for  a 
term  of  4  years.  This  is  a  new  position.  Currently 
Mr.  Groh  serves  as  an  attorney  with  the  law  firm 
of  Groh,  Eggers  &  Price  in  Anchorage,  AK. 

July  31 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
participated  in  a  wreath-laying  ceremony  at  the 
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Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier.  Later,  they  went 
to  Novo  Ogaryevo,  President  Gorbachev’s  subur¬ 
ban  residence,  where  President  Bush  met  with 
President  Gorbachev;  Aleksandr  Bessmertnykh, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  Anatoliy  Chernyayev, 
Advisor  to  President  Gorbachev;  and  Aleksey 
Obukhov,  Deputy  Foreign  Minister. 

August  1 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
greeted  the  U.S.  Embassy  community  and  then 
traveled  to  Kiev. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
toured  St.  Sophia  Cathedral. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  Washington,  DC. 

August  2 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Cabinet; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Mary  L.  Azcuenaga,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  be  a  Federal  Trade  Commissioner 
for  the  term  of  7  years  from  September  26,  1991. 
This  is  a  reappointment. 

The  President  nominated  Karen  Borlaug  Phil¬ 
lips,  of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  for  a  term  expiring  De¬ 
cember  31,  1996.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Ian  M.  Ross,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Science  Board,  National 
Science  Foundation,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  expiring  May  10,  1992.  He  would  succeed 
Howard  A.  Schneiderman.  Currently,  Mr.  Ross 
serves  as  president  of  AT&T  Bell  Laboratories  in 
Holmdel,  NJ. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Allen  B.  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Texas,  to  be  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Cemetery  System  at  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Jo  Ann  Krukar  Webb.  Currently  Mr.  Clark 
serves  as  Assistant  Secretary  for  Veterans  Liaison 
and  Program  Coordination  at  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Veterans  Affairs  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Maurice  T.  Turner,  Jr.,  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  be  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Justice  Assistance.  This  is  a  new  position.  From 
1981  to  1989,  Mr.  Turner  served  as  chief  of 


police  for  the  Metropolitan  Police  Department  of 
Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
accord  the  personal  rank  of  Ambassador  to  Jan 
Witold  Bar  an,  of  Virginia,  in  his  capacity  as  Head 
of  U.S.  Delegation  for  the  1992  World  Adminis¬ 
trative  Radio  Conference  of  the  International 
Telecommunication  Union  to  be  held  in  Spain, 
February  3-March  3,  1992.  Currently  he  serves 
as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm  Wiley,  Rein  and 
Fielding  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation 
for  Public  Broadcasting: 

Victor  Gold,  of  Virginia,  for  a  term  expiring  March  26, 
1996.  He  would  succeed  R.  Kenneth  Towery.  Current¬ 
ly  Mr.  Gold  is  a  writer. 

Kay  Coles  lames ,  of  Virginia,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  expiring  March  26,  1992.  She  would  succeed 
William  Lee  Hanley,  Jr.  Currently  Ms.  James  serves  as 
executive  vice  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
One  to  One  in  Washington,  DC. 

August  4 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

August  5 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Lt.  Gen.  Henry  J.  Hatch,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  discuss  a 
water  diversion  project  in  the  Middle  East; 
— Secretary  of  Defense  Dick  Cheney; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  hosted  a  dinner 
for  members  of  the  Cabinet  in  the  Residence. 

August  6 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III,  for 
lunch. 

In  a  ceremony  on  the  State  Floor,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  received  diplomatic  credentials  from  Am¬ 
bassadors  Dato  Mohamed  Abdul  Majid  of  Malay¬ 
sia,  Patrick  Albert  Lewis  of  Antigua  and  Barbuda, 


1679 


Appendix  A  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


Juan  Jose  Caso-Fanjul  of  Guatemala,  and  U 
Thaung  of  Myanmar  (Burma). 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Walker’s  Point,  their  home  in  Kenne- 
bunkport,  ME. 

August  7 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in- 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

The  President  appointed  Merlyn  E.  Carlson,  of 
Nebraska,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Rural  Telephone  Bank.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Don  C.  Stansberry,  Jr.  Mr.  Carlson  is  a 
farmer,  rancher,  and  cattleman  in  Lodgepole, 
NE. 

August  8 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  9 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

The  President  announced  that  he  will  make  a 
recess  appointment  of  Alan  Greenspan  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  System,  effective  August  10,  1991. 

August  10 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

Later  in  the  morning,  Representative  Newt 
Gingrich  and  his  wife,  Marianne,  visited  the 
President.  Following  their  visit,  the  President  at¬ 
tended  a  meeting  of  the  vestrymen  of  St.  Ann’s 
Episcopal  Church  in  Kennebunkport,  ME. 

August  11 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 


August  12 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  13 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs. 

August  14 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs. 

August  15 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs. 

The  White  House  announced  that  President 
Bush  has  invited  President  Abdou  Diouf  of  Sen¬ 
egal  to  make  a  state  visit  to  the  United  States. 
President  Diouf  has  accepted  the  invitation  and 
will  meet  with  President  Bush  at  the  White 
House  on  September  10. 

August  16 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs. 

Later  he  met  with  local  news  media  at  his 
home. 

The  White  House  announced  that  President 
Bush  has  invited  President  Alberto  Fujimori  of 
Peru  to  make  an  official  working  visit  to  the 
United  States.  President  Fujimori  has  accepted 
the  invitation  and  will  meet  with  President  Bush 
on  September  17. 

August  19 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington,  DC,  to  monitor  the  situation  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

August  20 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
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— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  participated  in  a 
swearing-in  ceremony  in  the  Oval  Office  for 
Robert  S.  Strauss  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the 
Soviet  Union. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to 
Walker’s  Point,  his  home  in  Kennebunkport,  ME. 

August  21 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card.,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Congress  a 
budget  amendment  that  would  provide  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  $5  million  to  establish  the  Chemical 
Safety  and  Hazard  Investigation  Board. 

The  President  made  a  recess  appointment  of 
Mary  F.  Wieseman  as  Special  Counsel,  Office  of 
Special  Counsel. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  National  Commission  on  Judicial  Discipline 
and  Removal.  These  are  new  positions: 

Stephen  L.  Carter ;  of  Connecticut.  Since  1985  Mr. 
Carter  has  served  as  a  professor  at  the  Yale  University 
School  of  Law  in  New  Haven,  CT. 

Charles  J.  Cooper,  of  Virginia.  Currently  Mr.  Cooper 
serves  as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Shaw,  Pitt¬ 
man,  Potts  and  Trowbridge  in  Washington,  DC. 

John  C.  Harrison ,  of  Virginia.  Currently  Mr.  Harrison 
serves  as  Deputy  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the 
Office  of  Legal  Counsel  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  in  Washington,  DC. 

August  22 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  23 

In  the  morning,  the  President  met  with 
Andrew  H.  Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President 
and  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  and  spoke  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  with  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs,  and 
Robert  M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and 
Deputy  for  National  Security  Affairs. 


August  24 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  25 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  26 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Armando  J.  Bucelo,  Jr.,  of  Florida,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal 
Home  Loan  Mortgage  Corporation  for  a  term 
ending  on  the  date  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
the  voting  common  stockholders  in  1992.  This  is 
a  new  position.  Currently  Mr.  Bucelo  serves  as  an 
attorney  with  the  law  offices  of  Armando  J. 
Bucelo,  Jr.,  in  Miami,  FL. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Daniel  J.  Elazar,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Commission  on  Inter¬ 
governmental  Relations  for  a  term  of  2  years. 
This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Dr.  Elazar 
serves  as  a  professor  of  political  science  at 
Temple  University  in  Philadelphia,  PA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  United 
States  Institute  of  Peace  for  terms  expiring  Janu¬ 
ary  19,  1995: 

Theodore  M.  Hesburgh,  of  Indiana.  He  would  succeed 
Richard  John  Neuhaus.  Currently  Reverend  Hesburgh 
serves  as  president  emeritus  of  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame  in  Notre  Dame,  IN. 

Elspeth  Davies  Rostow,  of  Texas.  This  is  a  reappoint¬ 
ment.  Currently  Ms.  Rostow  serves  as  professor  emer- 
ita  of  the  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  School  of  Public  Affairs 
at  the  University  of  Texas  in  Austin,  TX. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  John  R.  McCarty,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
alternate  Federal  member  of  the  Susquehanna 
River  Basin  Commission.  He  would  succeed 
Warner  M.  Depuy.  Since  1988  Mr.  McCarty 
served  as  executive  assistant  to  Senator  John 
Heinz. 
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The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Thomas  Joseph  Murrin,  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  President’s  Council  of  Advi¬ 
sors  on  Science  and  Technology.  This  is  a  new 
position.  Currently  Mr.  Murrin  serves  as  dean  of 
the  School  of  Business  at  Duquesne  University  in 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  Commission¬ 
ers  on  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Federal  Holi¬ 
day  Commission  for  a  term  of  1  year: 

William  S.  Sessions.  He  would  succeed  Lauro  F.  Cava¬ 
zos.  Currently  Director  Sessions  serves  as  the  Director 
of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  in  Washington, 
DC. 

Constance  Berry  Newman.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Cur¬ 
rently  Ms.  Newman  serves  as  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Personnel  Management  in  Washington,  DC. 

Jack  Kemp.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Secretary 
Kemp  serves  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  in  Washington,  DC. 
Bob  Martinez.  He  would  succeed  William  J.  Bennett. 
Currently  Director  Martinez  serves  as  Director  of  the 
Office  of  National  Drug  Control  Policy  in  Washington, 
DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Richard  A.  Yudkin,  of  Ohio,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  Academy  for  a  term  expiring  December 
30,  1993.  He  would  succeed  Nancy  Schulze.  Gen¬ 
eral  Yudkin  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  from 
1940  to  1970. 

August  27 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

The  President  met  with  Secretary  of  Defense 
Dick  Cheney;  Robert  S.  Strauss,  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  the  Soviet  Union;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant 
to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs; 
Robert  M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and 
Deputy  for  National  Security  Affairs;  and  Edward 
A.  Hewett,  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  and 
Senior  Director,  Soviet  Affairs,  to  discuss  the  situ¬ 
ation  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
and  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  as  a  result  of 
Hurricane  Bob  which  struck  New  England  on 
August  19.  He  directed  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  to  provide  assistance  to 
supplement  State  and  local  recovery  efforts. 

August  28 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 


M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  29 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  30 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

August  31 

President  Bush  had  a  telephone  conversation 
with  President  Vytautus  Landsbergis  of  Lithua¬ 
nia. 

September  2 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H, 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

September  3 

In  the  morning,  the  President  received  an  in¬ 
telligence  briefing  at  Walker’s  Point  from  Robert 
M.  Gates,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
for  National  Security  Affairs,  and  Andrew  H. 
Card,  Jr.,  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  traveled  to 
Lewiston,  ME.  Later,  he  returned  to  Washington, 
DC. 

September  4 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

The  President  made  a  recess  appointment  of 
Ford  Barney  Ford,  of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Federal  Mine  Safety  and  Health  Review 
Commission.  He  will  be  designated  Chairman. 
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September  5 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

— Richard  Armitage,  Special  Negotiator  for 
Philippine  Base  talks; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Yasuhiro  Nakasone,  former  Prime  Minister  of 
Japan. 

In  a  ceremony  on  the  State  Floor  of  the  Resi¬ 
dence,  the  President  received  diplomatic  creden¬ 
tials  from  Ambassadors  Tuliameni  Kalomoh  of 
Namibia,  Carlos  Santos  Silva  of  Cape  Verde, 
Dermot  Gallagher  of  Ireland,  Francisco  Knopfli 
of  Portugal,  Sir  Robin  Renwick  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  Rubens  Ricupero  of  Brazil. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Environment  for  the  Americas  Board: 

Nicholas  F.  Brady,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  will 
also  serve  as  Chairman. 

James  Addison  Baker  III,  Secretary  of  State.  He  will  also 
serve  as  Vice  Chairman. 

William  Kane  Reilly,  Administrator  of  the  Environmen¬ 
tal  Protection  Agency. 

Ronald  William  Roskens,  of  Nebraska.  Since  1990  Dr. 
Roskens  has  served  as  Administrator  of  the  Agency  for 
International  Development  in  Washington,  DC. 

Bill  K.  Perrin,  of  Washington,  DC.  Administrator  Perrin 
currently  serves  as  director  of  the  Inter-American 
Foundation  in  Arlington,  VA. 

Craig  C.  Black,  of  California.  Since  1982  Dr.  Black  has 
served  as  director  of  the  Natural  History  Museum  of 
Los  Angeles  County  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

James  T.  Morris,  of  Indianapolis.  Since  1989  Mr.  Morris 
has  served  as  president,  chairman,  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  IWC  Resources  Corp.  in  Indianapolis,  IN. 
Diane  W.  Wood,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Since  1989 
Ms.  Wood  has  served  as  vice  president  for  Latin 
America  and  Caribbean  programs  for  the  World  Wild¬ 
life  Fund  in  Washington,  DC. 

John  C.  Sawhill,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Since  1990 
Dr.  Sawhill  has  served  as  president  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  in  Arlington, 
VA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  James  D.  Range,  of  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Interstate  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Potomac  River  Basin.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Hugh  C.  Newton. 

The  President  made  a  recess  appointment  of 
Norman  D.  Shumway,  of  California,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Legal 
Services  Corporation.  He  would  succeed  Luis 
Guinot,  Jr. 


September  6 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Supreme  Court  nominee  Clarence  Thomas; 
— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers: 

David  F.  Bradford,  of  New  Jersey.  He  will  succeed  Rich¬ 
ard  Schmalensee.  Mr.  Bradford  was  associate  dean  of 
the  Woodrow  Wilson  School  and  is  a  professor  of  eco¬ 
nomics  and  public  affairs  at  Princeton  University  in 
Princeton,  New  Jersey.  He  graduated  from  Amherst 
College  (B.A.,  1960),  Harvard  University  (M.S.,  1962), 
and  Stanford  University  (Ph.D.,  1966). 

Paul  Wonnacott,  of  Maryland.  He  will  succeed  John  B. 
Taylor.  Currently  Mr.  Wonnacott  is  a  professor  in  the 
department  of  economics  at  the  University  of  Mary¬ 
land,  College  Park,  MD.  Prior  to  this  he  served  as 
economic  adviser  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Economic  and  Agricultural  Affairs  at  the  Department 
of  State.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario  (B.A.,  1955)  and  Princeton  University  (M.A., 
1957;  Ph.D.,  1959). 

The  President  appointed  Phillip  D.  Brady,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  and  Staff  Secretary,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Administrative 
Conference  of  the  United  States  for  a  term  of  3 
years.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

September  8 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

September  9 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— the  Board  of  Advisors  on  Historically  Black 
Colleges  and  Universities; 

— White  House  volunteers; 

— Secretary  of  Defense  Richard  B.  Cheney; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  New  Hampshire  as  a  result  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Bob  and  severe  storms  that  began  on 
August  18.  He  directed  the  Federal  Emergency 
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Management  Agency  to  provide  assistance  to 
supplement  State  and  local  recovery  efforts. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  individ¬ 
uals  to  be  members  of  the  President’s  Drug  Advi¬ 
sory  Council: 

Albert  Vincent  Casey,  of  Texas.  He  would  succeed  Elsie 
Hilliard  Hillman.  From  1974  to  1985,  Mr.  Casey 
served  as  chairman  of  AMR  Corp.  and  American  Air¬ 
lines,  Inc.,  in  Dallas,  TX. 

John  L.  Clendenin,  of  Georgia.  He  would  succeed  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Crowe.  Since  1984  Mr.  Clendenin  has  served  as 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  BellSouth 
Corp.  in  Atlanta,  GA. 

Joseph  D.  Williams,  of  New  Jersey.  This  is  a  new  posi¬ 
tion.  Since  1985  Mr.  Williams  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  board  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Warner-Lambert  Co.  in  Morris  Plains,  NJ. 

Robert  L.  Soran,  of  Florida.  This  is  a  new  position.  Since 
1986  Mr.  Soran  has  served  as  president  of  Tropicana 
Products,  Inc.,  in  Bradenton,  FL. 

George  C.  Dillon,  of  Missouri.  This  is  a  new  position. 
Currently  Mr.  Dillon  serves  as  chairman  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  for  the  Manville  Corp. 

Manuel  A.  Garcia  III,  of  Florida.  This  is  a  new  position. 
Currently  Mr.  Garcia  serves  as  chief  executive  officer 
of  Davgar  Restaurants,  Inc.,  in  Winter  Park,  FL. 
Christopher  F.  Edley,  Sr.,  of  New  York.  This  is  a  new 
position.  From  1973  to  1990,  Mr.  Edley  served  as 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  United 
Negro  College  Fund,  Inc.,  in  New  York,  NY. 

Bradley  L.  Gates,  of  California.  This  is  a  new  position. 
Currently  Mr.  Gates  serves  as  the  sheriff  and  coroner 
of  Orange  County,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Arts  for  the  John 
F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts: 

Ann  Ascher,  of  California.  She  would  succeed  Beverly  J. 
Gosnell.  Currently  Ms.  Ascher  serves  as  president  of 
Ann  Ascher,  Inc.,  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

W.  Gregory  Wims,  of  Maryland.  He  would  succeed 
Margo  Denny.  Currently  Mr.  Wims  serves  as  vice 
president  of  marketing  for  Westco  Automated  Systems 
&  Sales,  Inc.,  in  Silver  Spring,  MD. 

Cal  Winslow,  of  Montana.  He  would  succeed  William 
Seims.  Currently  Mr.  Winslow  serves  as  president  of 
the  Deaconess  Development  Foundation  in  Billings, 
MT. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Commission  on  Management  of  the  Agency 
for  International  Development  Programs.  These 
are  new  positions: 

C.  Harvey  Bradley,  of  Indiana.  From  1972  to  1987,  Mr. 

Bradley  served  as  director  of  Eli  Lilly  and  Co. 

George  M.  Ferris,  Jr.,  of  Maryland.  He  will  be  designated 
Chairman.  Currently  Mr.  Ferris  serves  as  chairman 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  Ferris,  Baker  Watts,  Inc., 
in  Washington,  DC. 

Thomas  P.  Kemp ,  of  California.  Currently  Mr.  Kemp 
serves  as  a  senior  consultant  to  World  Cup  ’94  in 
Irvine,  CA. 


Michael  Roth,  of  New  York.  Currently  Mr.  Roth  serves 
as  counsel  with  Rosenman  &  Colin  in  New  York,  NY. 
Frederick  Theodore  Van  Dyk,  of  Maryland.  Currently 
Mr.  Van  Dyk  serves  as  a  corporate  executive  with  Van 
Dyk  Associates  in  Washington,  DC. 

September  10 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

The  President  sent  to  the  Congress  an  FY  1992 
budget  amendment  that  would  provide  $50  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  U.S.  participation  in  the  capital  stock 
increase  of  the  International  Finance  Corpora¬ 
tion.  This  transmittal  includes  a  request  which 
will  also  make  available  previously  appropriated 
FY  1991  funds  for  the  Food  Stamp  Program. 

The  President  has  named  the  following  individ¬ 
uals  to  represent  him  at  the  inaugural  ceremo¬ 
nies  for  President-elect  Ronald  Venetiaan  in  Sur¬ 
iname,  September  15-17: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

Gov.  James  Martin,  of  North  Carolina  and  his  wife, 
Dorothy. 

Delegates: 

Osborne  Day,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Since  1973 
Mr.  Day  has  served  as  a  consultant  for  nonprofit  orga¬ 
nizations  in  Washington,  DC. 

Bill  Frenzel,  of  Minnesota.  From  1971  to  1991,  Mr. 
Frenzel  served  as  a  U.S.  Representative  from  the 
Third  District  of  Minnesota.  Currently  he  serves  as  a 
guest  scholar  at  the  Brookings  Institution  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

Jim  Oberwetter,  of  Texas.  Currently  Mr.  Oberwetter 
serves  as  vice  president  for  government  and  public 
affairs  for  Hunt  Consolidated,  Inc.,  in  Dallas,  TX. 
Ambassador  John  Peter  Leonard,  of  Virginia.  Currently 
Ambassador  Leonard  serves  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Suriname. 

September  11 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— businessman  and  former  White  House  advis¬ 
er  Stan  Scott; 

—John  H.  Sununu. 

September  12 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
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— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— surviving  members  of  the  Buffalo  Soldiers,  a 
group  of  African-American  U.S.  Army  troops. 

In  the  morning,  in  an  Oval  Office  ceremony, 
the  President  signed  the  National  D.A.R.E.  Day 
proclamation. 

At  midday,  the  President  attended  a  Republi¬ 
can  Eagles  luncheon  at  the  Mayflower  Hotel. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  had  a  telecon¬ 
ference  with  the  National  Association  of  Broad¬ 
casters  annual  radio  convention,  meeting  in  San 
Francisco,  CA,  from  the  Cabinet  Room.  Later,  he 
traveled  to  Philadelphia,  PA. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington,  DC,  and  attended  a  reception  for 
Operation  Desert  Storm  veterans  at  Disabled 
American  Veterans  headquarters  at  Fort  McNair. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  Alternate  Representatives  to  the 
35th  session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
International  Atomic  Energy  Agency: 

Representative: 

James  D.  Watkins ,  of  California.  Currently  Secretary 
Watkins  serves  as  the  Secretary  of  Energy. 

A  Iterna te  Represen  ta ti ves: 

Richard  Thomas  Kennedy,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Since  1982  Mr.  Kennedy  has  served  as  Ambassador-at- 
Large  and  Special  Adviser  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
Non-Proliferation  Policy  and  Nuclear  Energy  Affairs. 
Jane  E.  Becker,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Since  1989 
Ms.  Becker  has  served  as  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
for  International  Development  and  Technical  Special¬ 
ized  Agency  Affairs  for  the  Bureau  of  International 
Organization  Affairs  at  the  Department  of  State  in 
Washington,  DC. 

Ivan  Selin,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Currently  Dr. 
Selin  serves  as  Chairman  of  the  Nuclear  Regulatory 
Commission  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Reginald  J.  Brown,  of  Virginia,  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  of  the  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development  for  the  Bureau  for  the 
Near  East.  Since  1989  Mr.  Brown  has  served  as 
Assistant  Administrator  of  the  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development  for  Program  Policy  and 
Coordination. 

September  13 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 


Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Board  of  the  President’s  Council  on 
Physical  Fitness  and  Sports. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  went  to  Bethes- 
da  Naval  Hospital  in  Maryland  for  a  scheduled 
cardiac  evaluation. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  George  F.  Moody,  of  California,  to  serve  as 
a  Governor  on  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
American  National  Red  Cross  for  a  term  of  3 
years.  This  is  a  reappointment.  He  will  also  be 
redesignated  to  act  as  Principal  Officer  of  the 
Corporation.  Currently  Mr.  Moody  serves  as  di¬ 
rector  and  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
for  the  Security  Pacific  Corp.  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  John  M.  Kent,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  Academy  for  a  term  expiring  December 
30,  1993.  He  would  succeed  Lawrence  M. 
Hecker.  From  1955  to  1988,  Mr.  Kent  served  as  a 
captain  for  United  Airlines. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Mike  Hayden,  of  Kansas,  to  be  a  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  U.S.  section  of  the  Great  Lakes  Fish¬ 
ery  Commission.  He  would  succeed  Constance  B. 
Harriman.  Currently  Governor  Hayden  serves  as 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Fish  and  Wildlife  and 
Parks  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

September  16 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Peace  Corps  National  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  for  the  terms  indicated: 

Richard  N.  Bond,  of  New  York,  for  a  term  expiring 
October  6,  1992.  He  would  succeed  Sue  Wagner.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr.  Bond  serves  as  president  of  Bond  Donatelli, 
Inc.,  in  Alexandria,  VA. 

Thomas  G.  Kessinger,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  term  expir¬ 
ing  October  6,  1993.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Cur¬ 
rently  Dr.  Kessinger  serves  as  president  of  Haverford 
College  in  Haverford,  PA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Rudy  Boschwitz,  of  Minnesota,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Com¬ 
munications  Satellite  Corporation  until  the  date 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  in 


1685 


Appendix  A  /  Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


1994.  He  would  succeed  Thomas  C.  Griscom. 
Senator  Boschwitz  served  as  a  Senator  from  Min¬ 
nesota,  1979-1991. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Chester  A.  Crocker,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  U.S.  Institute  of  Peace  for  a  term 
expiring  January  19,  1995.  He  would  succeed 
Sidney  Lovett.  Currently  Dr.  Crocker  serves  as  a 
professor  at  the  Georgetown  University  School  of 
Foreign  Service  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Anthony  Hurlbutt  Flack,  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Council  on 
Disability  for  a  term  expiring  September  17, 
1994.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Mr. 
Flack  serves  with  Anthony  H.  Flack  &  Associates 
in  Norwalk,  CT. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  for  International  Broadcasting: 

Cheryl  Feldman  Halpem ,  of  New  Jersey,  for  a  term 
expiring  April  28,  1994.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Since 
1988  Ms.  Halpem  has  served  as  a  general  partner  with 
the  Then  As  Now  Limited  Partnership  in  Kennebunk- 
port,  ME. 

Daniel  A.  Mica ,  of  Florida,  for  a  term  expiring  April  28, 

1993.  He  would  succeed  James  Albert  Michener.  Cur¬ 
rently  Congressman  Mica  serves  as  executive  vice 
president  for  Federal  affairs  with  the  American  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Life  Insurance  in  Washington,  DC. 

Penn  Kemble ,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  a  term 
expiring  April  28,  1992.  He  would  succeed  Ben  J. 
Wattenberg.  Since  1988  Mr.  Kemble  has  served  as  a 
senior  associate  with  Freedom  House  in  Washington, 
DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  U.S.  Advisory  Commission  on  Public 
Diplomacy  for  the  terms  indicated: 

William  Hybl,  of  Colorado,  for  a  term  expiring  July  1, 

1994.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Mr.  Hybl 
serves  as  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
El  Pomar  Foundation  in  Colorado  Springs,  CO. 

Walter  R.  Roberts ,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  a 
term  expiring  April  6,  1994.  He  would  succeed  Louis 
B.  Susman.  Currently  Dr.  Roberts  serves  as  a  diplo- 
mat-in-residence  at  George  Washington  University  in 
Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Stephen  F.  Keller,  of  California,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Pen¬ 
sion  Benefit  Guaranty  Corporation  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  term  expiring  February  19,  1992. 
He  would  succeed  John  F.  Hotchkis.  Currently 
Mr.  Keller  serves  as  an  attorney  with  the  law 
firm  of  Fulbright  &  Jaworski  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Barbara  J.H.  Taylor,  of  Maryland,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  National  Commission  on  Librar¬ 


ies  and  Information  Science  for  a  term  expiring 
July  19,  1995.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Ms.  Taylor 
has  served  as  national  librarian  general  for  the 
National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution,  1986-1989;  and  as  Commissioner 
of  the  U.S.  National  Commission  on  Libraries  and 
Information  Science,  1985-1989. 

September  1 7 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— families  of  British  soldiers  killed  in  the  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf  conflict. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  New  York  as  a  result  of  Hurricane  Bob 
which  struck  the  area  on  August  19.  He  directed 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  to 
provide  assistance  to  supplement  State  and  local 
recovery  efforts. 

The  President  appointed  Laurence  Gishey,  of 
Arizona,  as  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  White  House  Conference  on  Indian  Educa¬ 
tion.  This  is  a  new  position.  Since  1989  Mr. 
Gishey  has  served  as  president  of  the  Navajo 
Community  College  in  Tsaile,  AZ. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  William  Stewart  Johnson,  of  New 
Mexico,  to  be  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska 
Native  Culture  and  Arts  Development  for  a  term 
expiring  May  19,  1996.  This  is  a  reappointment. 
Currently  Mr.  Johnson  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
Institute  of  American  Indian  Native  Culture  and 
Arts  Development  in  Santa  Fe,  NM. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Johnnie  M.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Commission  on  National  and  Community  Service 
for  a  term  of  1  year.  This  is  a  new  position. 
Currently  Pastor  Smith  serves  as  the  pastor  and 
founder  of  the  Evangelistic  Temple  Church  in 
Greenville,  SC. 

September  18 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  the 
Grand  Canyon,  AZ. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  traveled  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  UT,  where  he  met  with  the  leadership 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 
at  their  headquarters  and  later  met  with  business 
leaders. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  William  Carl,  of  Texas,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Panama  Canal 
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Commission.  He  would  succeed  William  W. 
Watkin,  Jr.  Since  1988  Mr.  Carl  has  served  as 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Carl 
Oil  &  Gas  Co.  in  Corpus  Christi,  TX. 

September  19 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Port¬ 
land,  OH,  and  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  terms  indicated: 

Elizabeth  Anne  Moler,  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  expiring 
June  30,  1994.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

Branko  Terzic ,  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  term  expiring  June 
30,  1995.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  President’s  Advisory  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tional  Excellence  for  Hispanic  Americans.  These 
are  new  positions: 

Andres  Bande ,  of  Illinois.  He  will  be  designated  Chair¬ 
man.  Currently  Mr.  Bande  serves  as  president  of 
Ameritech  International,  Inc.,  in  Chicago,  IL. 
Guadalupe  C.  Quintanilla ,  of  Texas.  She  will  be  desig¬ 
nated  Vice  Chairman.  Currently  Ms.  Quintanilla 
serves  as  assistant  vice  president  at  the  University  of 
Houston  in  Houston,  TX. 

Nancy  Marie  Lopez ,  of  Georgia.  Ms.  Lopez  is  a  profes¬ 
sional  golfer  on  the  Ladies  Professional  Golf  Associa¬ 
tion  tour. 

Diana  S.  Natalicio,  of  Texas.  Currently  Dr.  Natalicio 
serves  as  president  of  the  University  of  Texas  at  El 
Paso  in  El  Paso,  TX. 

Raul  H.  Yzaguirre ,  of  Texas.  Currently  Mr.  Yzaguirre 
serves  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
National  Council  of  La  Baza  in  Washington,  DC. 

Robert  J.  Miranda ,  of  California.  Currently  Mr.  Miranda 
serves  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  Mi¬ 
randa,  Strabala  &  Associates  in  Santa  Ana,  CA. 

Lyn  W.  Ziegenbein ,  of  Nebraska.  Currently  Ms.  Ziegen- 
bein  serves  as  executive  director  of  the  Peter  Kiewit 
Foundation  in  Omaha,  NE. 

Peter  George  Mehas,  of  California.  Currently  Dr.  Mehas 
serves  as  Fresno  County  superintendent  in  Fresno, 
CA.  He  also  serves  as  a  member  of  the  California  State 
Board  of  Education. 

Gloria  Gonzales  Roemer,  of  Colorado.  Currently  Ms. 
Roemer  serves  as  vice  president  and  co-owner  of  the 
Roemer  Oil  Co.  in  Denver,  CO, 

Peter  H.  Coors,  of  Colorado.  Currently  Mr.  Coors  serves 
as  president  of  the  Coors  Brewing  Co.  in  Golden,  CO. 
Ernest  H.  Drew,  of  New  Jersey.  Currently  Dr.  Drew 
1  serves  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Hoechst  Celanese  in  Summerville,  NJ. 

Donald  R.  Greene,  of  Georgia,  Currently  Mr.  Greene 
serves  as  president  of  the  Coca-Cola  Foundation  in 
Atlanta,  GA, 

Jacinto  Pablo  Juarez,  of  Texas.  Currently  Dr.  Juarez 
serves  as  vice  president  for  instruction  at  Laredo 
Texas  Junior  College  in  Laredo,  TX. 


Yvette  Del  Prado ,  of  California.  Currently  Dr.  Prado 
serves  as  vice  president  for  education  and  public  af¬ 
fairs  at  Tandem  Computers,  Inc.,  in  Cupertino,  CA. 
Tania  R.  Seale,  of  Florida.  Currently  Ms.  Seale  serves  as 
an  American  history  instructor  at  Miami  Senior  High 
School  in  Miami,  FL. 

Carol  Pendas  Whitten,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Ms.  Whit¬ 
ten  serves  as  an  expert  consultant  and  program  ana¬ 
lyst  for  the  National  Commission  on  Migrant  Educa¬ 
tion. 

Rose  Del  Castillo  Guilbault,  of  California.  Since  1978 
Ms.  Guilbault  has  served  as  editorial  and  public  affairs 
director  for  KGO-TV  in  San  Francisco,  CA. 

September  20 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  IL. 

In  the  afternoon,  he  traveled  to  Camp  David, 
MD,  for  the  weekend. 

September  22 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

September  23 

In  the  morning,  the  President  met  at  the 
White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

Later  in  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to 
New  York  City. 

At  noon,  the  President  met  with  the  U.S,  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  United  Nations. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  held  bilateral 
meetings  with: 

— United  Nations  Secretary-General  Javier 
Perez  de  Cuellar; 

— President  Fernando  Collor  de  Mello  of 
Brazil; 

— President  Alfredo  Cristiani  Buckard  of  El  Sal¬ 
vador; 

— President  Roh  Tae  Woo  of  the  Republic  of 
Korea. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  reception  for  heads  of  state  at  the  Wal¬ 
dorf-Astoria  Hotel. 

September  24 

The  President  held  bilateral  meetings  with: 

— Foreign  Minister  Boris  Pankin  of  the  Soviet 
Union; 

— Prime  Minister  David  Oddsson  of  Iceland; 
— President  Norodom  Sihanouk  of  Cambodia; 
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— President  Amata  Kabua  of  the  Marshall  Is¬ 
lands  and  President  Bailey  Olter  of  Microne¬ 
sia; 

— Prime  Minister  Gro  Harlem  Brundtland  of 
Norway; 

— President  Carlos  Andres  Perez  of  Venezuela; 
— President  Ilyas  Harawi  of  Lebanon. 

In  the  late  afternoon,  the  President  traveled  to 
East  Brunswick,  NJ.  In  the  evening,  he  returned 
to  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  that  the  following 
individuals  will  represent  him  at  ceremonies 
commemorating  the  2,500th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  democracy  in  Athens,  Greece,  Sep¬ 
tember  27-28: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

Nancy  Ellis,  of  Massachusetts. 

Delegates: 

Archbishop  Iakovos,  of  New  York.  Currently  Archbishop 
Iakovos  serves  as  the  Primate  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church  of  North  and  South  America. 

George  Argyros,  of  California.  Currently  Mr.  Argyros 
serves  as  a  developer  with  Arnel  Development,  Inc., 
in  Costa  Mesa,  CA. 

Andrew  Athens,  of  Illinois.  Currently  Mr.  Athens  serves 
as  chairman  of  the  United  Hellenic  American  Con¬ 
gress  and  president  of  the  Archdiocesan  Council. 
Donald  Kagan ,  of  Connecticut.  Currently  Dr.  Kagan 
serves  as  dean  of  Yale  College  and  is  an  author  in  New 
Haven,  CT. 

Michael  Sotirhos,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Currently 
Ambassador  Sotirhos  serves  as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Greece. 

September  25 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— -John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of  Staff  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent; 

— the  Republican  congressional  leadership; 

— the  Economic  Policy  Council. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Congress: 

— the  annual  report  on  mine  safety  and  health 
activities  for  fiscal  year  1989; 

— the  annual  report  of  the  Federal  Prevailing 
Rate  Advisory  Committee  for  calendar  year 
1990;  and 

— the  annual  report  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Building  Sciences  for  fiscal  year  1990. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Policy  and 
Negotiations  for  terms  of  2  years: 

Barbara  Hackman  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is  a 
reappointment.  Since  1984  Ms.  Franklin  has  served  as 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  for  Franklin  As¬ 
sociates,  a  management  consulting  firm  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 


Curtis  H.  Barnette,  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is  a  reappoint¬ 
ment.  Currently  Mr.  Barnette  serves  as  senior  vice 
president,  director  general  counsel,  and  secretary  of 
the  Bethlehem  Steel  Corp.,  in  Bethlehem,  PA. 

Donald  Butler,  of  California.  This  is  a  reappointment. 
Since  1986  Mr.  Butler  has  served  as  president  of 
Shasta  Foods  International  in  Gonzalez,  CA,  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  National  Cattlemen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Doreen  L.  Brown,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  She  would 
succeed  John  J.  Phelan,  Jr.  Currently  Ms.  Brown 
serves  as  president  of  Consumers  for  World  Trade  in 
Washington,  DC. 

Linda  J.  Wachner,  of  California.  This  is  a  reappointment. 
Since  1986  Ms.  Wachner  has  served  as  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  Warnaco,  Inc.,  in  New  York, 
NY. 

Lawrence  A.  Bossidy,  of  Connecticut.  This  is  a  reap¬ 
pointment.  Currently  Mr.  Bossidy  serves  as  vice  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  and  director  of  the  General  Electric 
Co.  in  Fairfield,  CT. 

Edwin  L.  Artzt,  of  Ohio.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr.  Artzt  serves  as  chairman  of  the  board  and 
president  of  Procter  &  Gamble  International  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  OH. 

September  26 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch. 

September  27 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— the  Economic  Policy  Council; 

— Prince  Hans  Adam  II  of  Liechtenstein. 

In  the  morning,  in  the  Roosevelt  Room,  the 
President  presented  the  Congressional  Gold 
Medal  to  Laurance  S.  Rockefeller  for  his  leader¬ 
ship  on  behalf  of  natural  resource  conservation 
and  historic  preservation. 

September  28 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Sea 
Island,  GA,  for  the  weekend. 

September  30 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Or¬ 
lando,  FL. 

October  1 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As- 
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sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  bipartisan  congressional  leadership; 

— YMCA  leaders; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  a  ceremony  on  the  State  Floor  of  the  Resi¬ 
dence,  the  President  received  diplomatic  creden¬ 
tials  from  Ambassadors  Albert  Borg  Oliver  De 
Puget  of  Malta,  Jean  Casimir  of  Haiti,  Boris  Bian- 
cheri  of  Italy,  and  Tseliso  Thamae  of  Lesotho. 

In  the  late  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  hosted  a  reception  for  House  Republicans 
on  the  State  Floor. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  first  annual  Olympic  dinner  at  the 
Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Barry  Diller,  of  California,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  President’s  Export  Council.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Stephen  Mark  Studdert.  Since  1985  Mr. 
Diller  has  served  as  chairman  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  Fox,  Inc.,  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Peace  Corps  National  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil: 

Ruth  Gardner  Cox,  of  Texas,  for  a  term  expiring  Octo¬ 
ber  6,  1993.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Ms. 
Cox  is  a  civic /community  activist  in  Washington,  DC. 
Roland  H.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  term  expiring 
October  6,  1993.  He  would  succeed  Peter  L.  Boynton. 
Since  1974  Mr.  Johnson  has  served  as  corporate  secre¬ 
tary  and  senior  program  officer  of  the  William  Penn 
Foundation  in  Philadelphia,  PA. 

October  2 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  PA,  where  he  attended  a  fundraising 
luncheon  for  Dick  Thornburgh.  Following  the 
luncheon,  the  President  traveled  to  Louisville, 
KY. 

The  President  designated  the  following  individ¬ 
uals: 

Robert  E.  Allen,  of  New  Jersey,  as  Chairman  of  the 
President’s  National  Security  Telecommunications  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee.  He  would  succeed  Edward  E. 
Hood,  Jr.  Currently  Mr.  Allen  serves  as  chairman  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  AT&T  in  New  York,  NY. 
Norman  R.  Augustine,  of  Maryland,  as  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  President’s  National  Security  Telecommunications 
Advisory  Committee.  He  would  succeed  Robert  E. 
Allen.  Currently  Mr.  Augustine  serves  as  vice  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Martin  Marietta 
Corp.  in  Bethesda,  MD. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  individ¬ 
uals  to  be  U.S.  Commissioners  on  the  Internation¬ 
al  Commission  for  the  Conservation  of  Atlantic 


Tunas  for  a  term  of  3  years.  These  are  reappoint¬ 
ments: 

Carmen  Joseph  Blondin,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Mr. 
Blondin  serves  as  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Inter¬ 
national  Interests  at  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmos¬ 
pheric  Administration  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce  in  Washington,  DC. 

Michael  B.  Montgomery,  of  California.  Currently  Mr. 
Montgomery  serves  as  president  of  M.B.  Montgomery 
Law  Corp.  in  Pasadena,  CA. 

October  3 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  National  Federation  of  Parents  for  Drug- 
Free  Youth; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  hosted  a  recep¬ 
tion  for  members  of  the  Partnership  for  a  Drug- 
Free  America  on  the  State  Floor. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs,  Bush 
hosted  a  reception  for  the  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Republican  Senatorial  Committee  Trust  on 
the  State  Floor. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Mark  McCampbell  Collins,  Jr.,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  U.S.  Alternate  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  International  Bank  for  Re¬ 
construction  and  Development  for  a  term  of  2 
years.  He  would  succeed  Mark  T.  Cox  IV.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr,  Collins  serves  as  Special  Assistant  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary  for  International  Affairs  at 
the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Treasury  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  H.  Edward  Quick,  Jr.,  of  Maryland,  to 
be  a  Commissioner  of  the  Postal  Rate  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  term  expiring  November  22,  1996. 
He  would  succeed  Patti  Birge  Tyson.  Currently 
Mr,  Quick  serves  as  legislative  director  in  the 
office  of  U.S.  Senator  David  Pryor  in  Washington, 
DC. 

October  4 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Ryder  and  Walker  Cup  teams; 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  national  commander  of  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars. 
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At  noon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  went  to 
Camp  David,  MD,  where  they  hosted  a  luncheon 
for  the  New  American  Schools  Development 
Board. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Janelle  Block,  of  Wisconsin,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on 
Educational  Research  and  Improvement  for  a 
term  expiring  September  30,  1994.  Since  1987 
Ms.  Block  has  served  as  executive  director  of  the 
National  Association  for  Women  and  Children 
Against  Assault  in  Brookfield,  WI. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Roberta  Peters,  of  New  York,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  on  the  Arts  for  a 
term  expiring  September  3,  1996.  She  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Talbot  Leland  MacCarthy.  Currently  Ms. 
Peters  serves  as  a  soprano  with  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  in  New  York,  NY. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Frank  G.  Zarb,  of  New  York,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Securi¬ 
ties  Investor  Protection  Corporation  for  a  term 
expiring  December  31,  1992.  This  is  a  reappoint¬ 
ment.  Currently  Mr.  Zarb  serves  as  chairman  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  Smith  Barney  in  New 
York,  NY. 

October  7 

In  the  morning,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
team; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— business  leaders; 

— the  Cabinet; 

— Secretary  of  Defense  Dick  Cheney. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  hosted  the 
fourth  in  the  Presidential  Lecture  Series  on  the 
State  Floor. 

The  President  selected  the  following  individ¬ 
uals  to  represent  him  at  the  funeral  of  Patriarch 
Dimitrios  I  in  Istanbul,  Turkey,  October  8: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

Marc  Grossman.  Currently  Mr.  Grossman  serves  as  the 
Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  at  the  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Ankara,  Turkey. 

Delegates: 

Andrew  Athens,  of  Illinois.  Currently  Mr.  Athens  serves 
as  president  of  the  Archdiocesan  Council  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  United  Hellenic  American  Congress. 

John  Rangos,  Jr.,  of  Pennsylvania.  Currently  Mr.  Rangos 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  Archdiocesan  Council  and 


Leadership  100  and  as  chairman  and  president  of 

Chambers  Development  Co.  in  Pittsburgh,  PA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  John  J.  Danilovich,  of  California,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Commission.  He  would  succeed  Andrew  E. 
Gibson.  Currently  Mr.  Danilovich  serves  as  a 
partner  with  the  Eisenhower  Group  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC,  and  as  an  executive  consultant  at  the 
Inter  Ocean  Shipping  Agency  Ltd.  in  London, 
England. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  John  H.  Dasburg,  of  Minnesota,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  President’s  Commission  on  White 
House  Fellowships.  He  would  succeed  James  E. 
Seitz.  Currently  Mr.  Dasburg  serves  as  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  Northwest  Airlines 
in  Eagan,  MN. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  Lou  Gallegos,  of  New  Mexico,  to  be  Spe¬ 
cial  Representative  to  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
Northern  Mariana  Islands  for  the  902  consulta¬ 
tions.  He  would  succeed  Becky  Norton  Dunlop. 
Currently  Mr.  Gallegos  serves  as  general  partner 
of  the  Gallegos-Nunez  Association  in  Rio  Rancho, 
NM. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Lorraine  Mindy  Meiklejohn,  of  Colora¬ 
do,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Harry  S  Truman  Scholarship  Foundation  for  a 
term  expiring  December  10,  1995.  She  would 
succeed  Anita  M.  Miller.  Currently  she  serves  as 
a  realtor  with  Van  Schaack  Realty  in  Lakewood, 
CO. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Jerre  S.  Williams,  of  Texas,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  James  Madison 
Memorial  Fellowship  Foundation  for  a  term  of  6 
years.  He  would  succeed  Dorothy  Wright  Nelson. 
Since  1980  Judge  Williams  has  served  as  a  judge 
on  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals,  Fifth  Circuit,  in 
Austin,  TX. 

October  8 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Economic  Policy  Council. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Congress  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Department  of  Education 
for  fiscal  years  1989  and  1990. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Alice  A.  Devine,  of  Maryland,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Rural 
Telephone  Bank.  She  would  succeed  Adis  Maria 
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Vila.  Currently  Ms.  Devine  serves  as  Executive 
Assistant  to  Secretary  Madigan  at  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  George  H.  Heilmeier,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  President’s  National  Security 
Telecommunications  Advisory  Committee.  He 
would  succeed  Rocco  John  Marano.  Currently 
Mr.  Heilmeier  serves  as  president  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  Bellcore  in  Livingston,  NJ. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Policy  and 
Negotiations: 

James  D.  Robinson  III,  of  Connecticut,  for  a  term  of  2 
years.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Since  1977  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  has  served  as  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  American  Express  Co.  in  New  York,  NY. 

Dean  R.  Kleckner,  of  Iowa,  for  a  term  of  2  years.  This  is 
a  reappointment.  Currently  Mr.  Kleckner  serves  as 
president  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  in 
Park  Ridge,  IA. 

Trammell  Crow ,  of  Texas,  for  a  term  of  2  years.  This  is  a 
reappointment.  Currently  Mr.  Crow  serves  as  founder 
and  chairman  of  the  Trammell  Crow  Co.  in  Dallas, 
TX. 

N.J.  Nicholas,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  for  a  term  of  2  years. 
This  is  a  reappointment.  Since  1986  Mr.  Nicholas  has 
served  as  president  and  chief  operating  officer  of 
Time,  Inc.,  in  New  York,  NY. 

Frank  Anderson  Shrontz,  of  Washington,  for  a  term  of  2 
years.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Mr.  Shrontz 
serves  as  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Boeing  Co.  in  Seattle,  WA. 

Marina  v.N.  Whitman,  of  Michigan,  for  a  term  of  2 
years.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Dr.  Whit¬ 
man  serves  as  vice  president  and  group  executive  for 
public  affairs  and  marketing  at  General  Motors  in  De¬ 
troit,  MI. 

October  9 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— House  Republican  leaders; 

— Supreme  Court  nominee  Clarence  Thomas. 

In  the  late  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  attended  a  Presidential  roundtable  discus¬ 
sion  sponsored  by  the  National  Republican  Sena¬ 
torial  Committee  at  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  David  J.  Armor,  of  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Advisory 
Council  on  Educational  Research  and  Improve¬ 
ment  for  a  term  expiring  September  30,  1992. 


He  would  succeed  Van  B.  Poole.  Currently  Dr. 
Armor  serves  as  an  education  consultant  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  A.  David  Lester,  of  Colorado,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institute 
of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Culture 
and  Arts  Development  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  expiring  May  19,  1994.  He  would  succeed 
Irving  James  Toddy.  Currently  Mr.  Lester  serves 
as  executive  director  of  the  Council  of  Energy 
Resource  Tribes  in  Denver,  CO. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  James  E.  Lyons,  of  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Libraries  and  Information  Science  for  a 
term  expiring  July  19,  1994.  He  would  succeed 
Daniel  H.  Carter.  Since  1975  Mr.  Lyons  has 
served  as  publisher  of  the  University  Press  of 
America,  Inc.,  in  Lanham,  MD. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  National  Museum  Services  Board  for 
the  terms  indicated: 

Robert  G.  Breunig,  of  Arizona,  for  a  term  expiring  De¬ 
cember  6,  1993.  He  would  succeed  Pauline  Crowe 
Naftzger.  Currently  Dr.  Breunig  serves  as  executive 
director  of  the  Desert  Botanical  Garden  in  Phoenix, 
AZ. 

Eunice  B.  Whittlesey ,  of  New  York,  for  a  term  expiring 
December  6,  1994.  She  would  succeed  Alice  Wright 
Algood.  Currently  Ms.  Whittlesey  serves  as  a  Republi¬ 
can  national  committeewoman  for  New  York. 

Ruth  K.  Watanabe,  of  California,  for  a  term  expiring 
December  6,  1993.  She  would  succeed  Richard  J. 
Herczog.  Currently  Ms.  Watanabe  serves  as  president 
of  RDW  Enterprises  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

October  10 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Chancellor  Franz  Vranitzky  of  Austria. 
October  11 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— Manfred  Woerner,  Secretary  General  of 
NATO. 
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In  the  afternoon,  the  President  attended  a 
commemoration  ceremony  for  fallen  firefighters. 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  week¬ 
end. 

October  14 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

October  15 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  met  with  Amir 
’Isa  Khalifa  of  Bahrain  in  the  Oval  Office  and 
then  hosted  a  formal  luncheon  for  the  Amir  in 
the  State  Dining  Room. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  John  W.  Crawford,  Jr.,  of  Maryland,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Defense  Nuclear  Facilities 
Safety  Board  for  a  term  expiring  October  18, 
1996.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Mark  J.  D’Arcangelo,  of  Florida,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Federal 
Prison  Industries.  He  would  succeed  Paul  T.  Shir¬ 
ley.  From  1975  to  1988,  Mr.  D’Arcangelo  served 
as  vice  president  of  corporate  marketing  and 
sales  for  customer  development  at  the  GE  Corp. 
in  Fairfield,  CT. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Carol  K.  DiPrete,  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  National  Commission  on 
Libraries  and  Information  Science  for  a  term  ex¬ 
piring  July  19,  1996.  This  is  a  reappointment. 
Since  1983  Ms.  DiPrete  has  served  as  assistant 
dean  for  academic  services  and  library  at  Roger 
Williams  College  in  Bristol,  RI. 

October  16 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— House  Democratic  leaders,  to  discuss  the 
crime  bill; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

— Prime  Minister  Poul  Schliiter  of  Denmark. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  participated  in  a 
ceremony  honoring  members  of  the  VANPAC 


Task  Force  of  the  Department  of  Justice  in  the 
Rose  Garden. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  William  Barr  to  be  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States. 

October  1 7 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Gen.  John  W.  Vessey,  Special  Emissary  for 
POW/MIA  Affairs; 

— banking  industry  officials. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  hosted  the  Team 
100  dinner  on  the  State  Floor. 

The  President  transmitted  to  the  Congress  the 
annual  report  of  the  Tourism  Policy  Council  for 
fiscal  year  1990. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Susan  Allen,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Conference  of  the  United  States  for  a  term 
of  3  years.  She  would  succeed  Trudi  Morrison. 
Since  1984  Ms.  Allen  has  served  as  a  partner  with 
the  law  firm  of  Paul  Shearman  Allen  and  Associ¬ 
ates  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Piestwa  Robert  Harold  Ames,  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska 
Native  Culture  and  Arts  Development  for  a  term 
expiring  October  18,  1996.  He  would  succeed 
Herman  Agoyo.  Currently  Mr.  Ames  serves  as  a 
senior  partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Pioda,  Bryan, 
Ames,  Helfrich  &  Wills  in  Salinas,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  decision  that 
Jewett  Monroe  Fulkerson,  of  Missouri,  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on 
Presidential  Scholars. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Joint  Federal-State  Commission  on  Policies 
and  Programs  Affecting  Alaska  Natives.  These 
are  new  positions: 

Frances  E.  Hamilton,  of  Alaska.  Ms.  Hamilton  serves  as  a 
community  volunteer  in  Ketchikan,  AK. 

John  W.  Schaeffer,  Jr.,  of  Alaska.  Currently  Mr.  Schaef¬ 
fer  serves  as  vice  president  of  U-JIN  Enterprises  in 
San  Francisco,  CA. 

Morris  Thompson,  of  Alaska.  Currently  Mr.  Thompson 
serves  as  vice  president  of  shareholder  relations  and 
corporate  development  with  Doyon,  Ltd.,  in  Fair¬ 
banks,  AK. 

James  A.  Sebesta,  of  Alaska.  Reverend  Sebesta  is  a  Jesuit 
priest  in  St.  Mary’s,  AK. 
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The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  Perry  R.  Eaton  as  cochairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission.  Mr.  Eaton  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Commission  since  August  2,  1991. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  President’s  Council  on  Rural  America: 

1  Randolph  Ayre ,  of  Idaho.  This  is  a  new  position.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr.  Ayre  serves  as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm 
of  Givens,  Pursley,  Webb  &  Huntley  in  Boise,  ID. 
Merlin  Kalock,  of  Illinois.  He  would  succeed  Ralph  E. 
Bodine.  Currently  Mr.  Kalock  serves  as  chairman  of 
the  board  and  president  of  the  Municipal  Trust  and 
Savings  Bank  in  Bourbonnais,  IL. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  Gover¬ 
nors  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  for  the  terms  indi¬ 
cated: 

Tirso  del  Junco,  of  California,  for  the  term  expiring  De¬ 
cember  8,  2000.  This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently 
Dr.  del  Junco  serves  as  a  surgeon  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 
/  Sam  Winters,  of  Texas,  for  the  term  expiring  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1999.  He  would  succeed  Ira  D.  Hall,  Jr.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr.  Winters  serves  as  a  partner  with  the  law 
firm  of  Clark,  Thomas,  Winters  &  Newton  in  Austin, 
TX. 

October  18 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Harvey  D.  Blankespoor,  1991  Professor  of 
the  Year. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

October  20 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

October  21 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  John  Kenneth  Blackwell,  of  Ohio,  to  be 
accorded  the  rank  of  Ambassador  during  his 
tenure  of  service  as  representative  of  the  U.S.  on 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  of  the  Economic 
and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations. 


The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Michael  S.  Gelacak,  of  Virginia,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  U.S.  Sentencing  Commission  for  a 
term  expiring  October  31,  1997.  This  is  a  reap¬ 
pointment. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  J.  Carter  Beese,  Jr.,  of  Maryland,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Com¬ 
mission  for  the  term  expiring  June  5,  1996.  He 
would  succeed  Philip  R.  Lochner,  Jr.  Since  1978 
Mr.  Beese  has  served  as  a  partner  with  Alex 
Brown  and  Sons  in  Baltimore,  MD. 

October  22 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

—the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H. Sununu; 

— Senators  George  Mitchell,  Robert  Dole,  Pete 
Domenici,  David  Boren,  and  Sam  Nunn. 

In  the  morning,  following  a  welcoming  cere¬ 
mony  for  President  Vaclav  Havel  of  Czechoslova¬ 
kia,  the  two  Presidents  met  privately  in  the  Oval 
Office  and  then  with  their  advisers  in  the  Cabi¬ 
net  Room. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  state  dinner  for  President  Havel  on  the 
State  Floor. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  California  as  a  result  of  a  fire  in  Oak¬ 
land  Hills  which  began  October  20.  He  directed 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  to 
provide  assistance  to  supplement  State  and  local 
recovery  efforts. 

October  23 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

-—John  H.  Sununu; 

— officers  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans  of  America; 

— the  leadership  of  Associated  Builders  and 
Contractors. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  President’s  Club  dinner  at  the 
Grand  Hyatt  Hotel. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Peter  S.  Watson,  of  California,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  U.S.  International  Trade  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  term  expiring  December  16,  2000. 
He  would  succeed  Seeley  Lodwick.  Currently 
Mr.  Watson  serves  as  Director  of  Asian  Affairs  for 
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the  National  Security  Council  at  the  White  House 
in  Washington,  DC. 

October  24 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

October  25 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— President  Askar  Akayev  of  Kyrgystan. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Wiley  T.  Buchanan,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  Culture  and  Arts  Development  for 
a  term  expiring  May  19,  1996.  He  would  succeed 
Edith  Colvard  Crutcher.  Since  1983  Mr.  Buchan¬ 
an  has  served  as  chairman  of  Chetwood  Invest¬ 
ments,  Inc.,  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  Repre¬ 
sentatives  and  Alternate  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  46th  Session  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations: 
Representa  tives: 

Thomas  R.  Pickering ,  of  New  Jersey.  Currently  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Pickering  serves  as  Representative  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  United  Nations  and  to  the 
Security  Council  of  the  United  Nations  in  New  York, 
NY. 

Alexander  Fletcher  Watson ,  of  Massachusetts.  Currently 
Ambassador  Watson  serves  as  Deputy  Representative 
of  the  United  States  to  the  United  Nations. 

Joseph  Verner  Reed ,  Jr.,  of  Connecticut.  From  1989  to 
1991,  Ambassador  Reed  served  as  Chief  of  Protocol  at 
the  United  States  Department  of  State  in  Washington, 
DC. 

Mercy n  M.  Dymally ,  of  California.  Congressman  Dym- 
ally  serves  as  a  U.S.  Representative  from  the  Thirty- 
First  District  of  California  in  Washington,  DC. 

Dan  Burton ,  of  Indiana.  Congressman  Burton  serves  as 
U.S.  Representative  from  the  Sixth  District  of  Indiana 
in  Washington,  DC. 

Alternate  Representatives: 

George  Edward  Moose,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Moose  serves  as  Deputy  Representative  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Security  Council  of  the  United 
Nations. 


Jonathan  Moore,  of  Massachusetts.  Currently  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Moore  serves  as  Representative  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York,  NY. 

Shirin  Raziuddin  Tahir-Kheli,  of  Pennsylvania.  Current¬ 
ly  Ambassador  Tahir-Kheli  serves  as  Alternate  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  United  States  for  Special  Political  Af¬ 
fairs  in  the  United  Nations. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

October  27 

In  the  morning,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  a  performance  of  the  Ballet  Folklorico 
de  Mexico  at  Lisner  Auditorium  on  the  campus 
of  George  Washington  University  with  President 
Carlos  Salinas  de  Gortari  of  Mexico  and  his  wife, 
Occelli. 

October  28 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Secretary  of  Defense  Dick  Cheney; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  hosted  a  private 
dinner  for  Queen  Sirikit  of  Thailand.  Later  in  the 
evening,  the  President  traveled  to  Madrid,  Spain, 
for  the  Middle  East  peace  conference. 

The  President  selected  the  following  individ¬ 
uals  to  represent  him  at  the  inauguration  cere¬ 
mony  of  the  American  University  in  Bulgaria, 
October  29-November  2: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

Elaine  Chao,  of  California.  Currently  Ms.  Chao  serves  as 
Director  of  the  Peace  Corps. 

Delegates: 

David  Grimes,  of  California.  Mr.  Grimes  is  the  former 
chairman  and  CEO  of  Brentwood  Bank  in  California. 
Michael  Horowitz,  of  Virginia.  Currently  Mr.  Horowitz 
is  a  partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Windels,  Marx, 
Davies  &  Ives.  Prior  to  this  he  was  the  General  Coun¬ 
sel  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  from 
1981  to  1985. 

Joh  n  C.  Hitt,  of  Maine.  Currently  Mr.  Hitt  is  the  interim 
president  of  the  University  of  Maine  in  Oronoco,  ME. 
Hugh  Kenneth  Hill,  of  California.  Currently  Mr.  Hill  is 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  Bulgaria. 

October  29 

In  the  morning,  the  President  arrived  at  Bara¬ 
jas  Airport,  Madrid,  Spain,  where  he  was  greeted 
by  Deputy  Prime  Minister  Narcis  Serra  of  Spain. 
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He  then  went  to  the  residence  of  U.S.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Joseph  Zappala,  the  President’s  residence 
during  his  stay  in  Madrid. 

In  the  afternoon,  President  Bush  went  to  the 
Soviet  Embassy  where  he  met  with  President 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  for  a  working  luncheon  in  the 
Dining  Hall  and  a  bilateral  meeting  in  the  Music 
Salon.  Following  the  meeting,  President  Bush  re¬ 
turned  to  the  U.S.  Ambassador’s  residence  where 
he  greeted  the  U.S.  Embassy  community.  Later 
he  went  to  Moncloa  Palace,  Council  of  Ministers 
Building,  for  a  bilateral  meeting  with  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Felipe  Gonzalez  of  Spain. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  attended  a 
dinner  at  Zarzuela  Palace  hosted  by  King  Juan 
Carlos  I  and  Queen  Sophia  of  Spain. 

October  30 

In  the  morning,  the  President  held  bilateral 
meetings  with  the  following  participants  in  the 
Middle  East  peace  conference: 

— the  Israeli  delegation; 

— the  Egyptian  delegation; 

— the  Lebanese  delegation; 

— the  Syrian  delegation; 

— the  joint  Jordanian /Palestinian  delegation. 

At  noon,  the  President  left  Madrid  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Washington,  DC. 

October  31 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— representatives  of  the  National  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Foundation. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  met  with  a 
group  representing  small  business.  Later  the 
President  and  Mrs.  Bush  traveled  to  Houston, 
TX. 

The  President  announced  that  the  following 
individuals  will  represent  him  at  the  enthrone¬ 
ment  ceremony  for  the  newly  elected  Orthodox 
Patriarch,  Dr.  Bartholomew  Archondonis,  in  Is¬ 
tanbul,  Turkey,  November  2: 

Head  of  Delegation: 

William  H.T.  Bush,  and  his  wife ,  Patty.  Currently  Mr. 
Bush  is  chairman  of  the  Bush-O’Donnell  Co. 

Delegates: 

Representative  Michael  Bilirakis,  of  Florida. 

William  Butts  Macomber ,  Jr.,  of  Massachusetts.  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Macomber  is  the  former  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Turkey, 1973-1977. 

Frank  Shakespeare,  of  California.  Ambassador  Shake¬ 
speare  is  the  former  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Holy  See, 
1986-1989,  and  Portugal,  1985-1986. 


Marc  Grossman ,  Charge  d’Affaires,  a.i,,  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Ankara,  Turkey. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  Radio  Broadcast¬ 
ing  to  Cuba  for  the  terms  indicated: 

Joseph  Francis  Glennon,  of  Florida,  for  a  term  expiring 
October  27,  1994.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

Clair  W.  Burgener,  of  California,  for  a  term  expiring 
October  27,  1994.  He  would  succeed  Antonio  Navarro. 
Jose  A.  Costa,  Jr.,  of  Florida,  for  a  term  expiring  October 
27,  1994.  He  would  succeed  Danford  L.  Sawyer,  Jr. 
Currently  Mr.  Costa  is  president  of  Costa  Nursery 
Farms  in  Goulds,  FL. 

November  1 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Dallas,  TX. 

In  the  afternoon,  they  attended  a  private  re¬ 
ception  at  the  residence  of  T.  Boone  Pickens. 

November  2 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Kennebunkport,  ME,  to  inspect 
damage  at  their  home  as  a  result  of  a  major 
coastal  storm.  Later  in  the  day,  they  returned  to 
Washington,  DC. 

November  4 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Simi  Valley,  CA,  where  they  attended 
ceremonies  marking  the  opening  of  the  Ronald 
Reagan  Presidential  Library.  Following  a  lunch¬ 
eon  hosted  by  President  and  Mrs.  Reagan,  the 
President  and  Mrs.  Bush  returned  to  Washington, 
DC. 

November  5 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— members  of  the  National  Catholic  Education 
Association. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  as  a  result  of 
a  major  coastal  storm  on  October  30.  He  directed 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  to 
provide  assistance  to  supplement  State  and  local 
recovery  efforts. 

November  6 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Rome,  Italy,  for  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organization  summit.  Upon  their  arrival, 
they  went  to  the  U.S.  Ambassador’s  residence, 
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the  Villa  Taverna,  which  was  their  residence 
during  their  stay  in  Rome. 

November  7 

In  the  morning,  the  President  met  with  Prime 
Minister  John  Major  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  a 
working  breakfast  in  the  dining  room  at  the  Villa 
Taverna.  He  then  went  to  the  Sheraton  Hotel 
where  he  held  bilateral  meetings  with  Secretary 
General  Manfred  Woerner  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organization  and  Prime  Minister  Giulio 
Andreotti  of  Italy.  Following  the  bilateral  meet¬ 
ings,  the  President,  accompanied  by  Secretary  of 
State  James  A.  Baker  III  and  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
NATO  Robert  Taft,  met  with  NATO  leaders  for 
an  informal  coffee  reception.  They  then  attended 
to  the  first  working  session  of  the  NATO  summit 
in  the  summit  conference  room  at  the  Sheraton 
Hotel. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  participated  in 
a  working  luncheon  with  NATO  leaders  at  the 
Tivoli  Restaurant.  Following  the  luncheon,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Sheraton  Hotel  for  the  second 
working  session  of  the  summit,  at  which  he  ad¬ 
dressed  the  NATO  leaders.  The  President  then 
held  a  bilateral  meeting  with  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  of  Germany. 

In  the  evening,  President  Bush  met  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Francesco  Cossiga  of  Italy  at  the  Quirinale 
Palace.  Later  in  the  evening,  following  an  arrival 
ceremony,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush  attended 
a  reception  and  dinner  hosted  by  President  Cos¬ 
siga. 

November  8 

In  the  morning,  the  President  greeted  the  U.S. 
Embassy  community  at  the  Embassy.  He  then 
went  to  the  Sheraton  Hotel  where  he  had  a  bilat¬ 
eral  meeting  with  President  Francois  Mitterrand 
of  France  and  then  attended  the  final  working 
session  of  the  NATO  summit. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  went  to  the 
Vatican  where  he  had  a  private  audience  with 
the  Pope. 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  traveled  to  The  Hague,  The  Netherlands, 
where  they  attended  a  dinner  hosted  by  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Beatrix  at  Noordeinde  Palace. 

November  9 

In  the  afternoon,  following  his  return  from  The 
Hague,  The  Netherlands,  the  President  traveled 
to  Camp  David,  MD. 

November  11 

In  the  morning,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  addressed  the 
Grass  Roots  Organization  Political  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  at  the  Willard  Hotel. 


November  12 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with 
the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant 
to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs;  and 
members  of  the  CIA  briefing  staff. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  New 
York,  NY. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  met  with 
Jewish  leaders  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel  in 
New  York  City  to  discuss  the  Middle  East  peace 
process. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington,  DC. 

November  13 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  traveled  to 
Kansas  City,  MO. 

In  the  evening,  he  returned  to  Washington, 
DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Student  Loan  Mar¬ 
keting  Association: 

David  Q.  Bates ,  Jr.,  of  Texas.  He  would  succeed  Richard 

D.  Shelby.  Currently  Mr.  Bates  serves  as  a  partner 
with  the  law  firm  of  Bayless,  Boland,  Bates  &  Madigan 
in  Washington,  DC. 

C.  Austin  Fitts,  of  New  York.  She  would  succeed  James 

E.  Brandon.  Currently  Ms.  Fitts  serves  as  president 
and  cofounder  of  the  Hamilton  Group  in  Washington, 
DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  George  C.  White,  of  Connecticut,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  National  Council  on  the  Arts  for 
a  term  expiring  September  3,  1996.  He  would 
succeed  Lloyd  George  Richards.  Currently  Mr. 
White  serves  as  the  founder  and  president  of  the 
Eugene  O’Neill  Memorial  Theater  Center  in 
New  York,  NY. 

The  President  appointed  Bernard  M.  Barrett, 
Jr.,  of  Texas,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Federal 
Council  on  the  Aging  for  a  term  of  3  years.  He 
would  succeed  Gloria  Sherwood.  Currently  Dr. 
Barrett  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Texas  Institute 
of  Plastic  Surgery  and  attending  surgeon  at  St. 
Luke’s  Episcopal  Hospital  in  Houston,  TX. 

The  President  appointed  Charles  F.  Nielson,  of 
Texas,  to  be  a  member  of  the  President’s  Drug 
Advisory  Council.  This  is  a  new  position.  Current¬ 
ly  Mr.  Nielson  serves  as  vice  president  for  human 
resources  of  Texas  Instruments  in  Dallas,  TX. 
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The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  as  a  result 
of  a  major  coastal  storm  on  October  30.  He  di¬ 
rected  the  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  to  provide  assistance  to  supplement  State 
and  local  recovery  efforts. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
also  existed  in  the  State  of  Washington  as  a  result 
of  fires  which  began  on  October  16.  He  directed 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  to 
provide  assistance  to  supplement  State  and  local 
recovery  efforts. 

November  14 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  state  dinner  for  President  Carlos 
Menem  of  Argentina  on  the  State  Floor. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  James  H.  Grossman,  of  California,  to  be 
Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Claims  Settlement 
Commission  of  the  United  States  for  the  term 
expiring  September  30,  1994.  He  would  succeed 
Stanley  J.  Glod.  Currently  Mr.  Grossman  serves 
as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Buchalter, 
Nemer,  Fields  &  Younger  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Kenny  Jackson  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Council 
on  the  Humanities  for  a  term  expiring  January 
26,  1996.  She  would  succeed  Mary  Josephine 
Conrad  Cresimore.  Currently  Dr.  Williams  serves 
as  a  professor  of  English  at  Duke  University  in 
Durham,  NC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Alan  Robert  Swendiman,  of  Maryland, 
to  be  General  Counsel  of  the  Federal  Labor  Rela¬ 
tions  Authority  for  a  term  of  5  years.  He  would 
succeed  Kathleen  Day  Koch.  Currently  Mr. 
Swendiman  serves  as  a  partner  with  the  law  firm 
of  Jackson  &  Campbell  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Mary  L.  Good,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  President’s  Council  of  Advisors  on 
Science  and  Technology.  This  is  a  new  position. 
Currently  Dr.  Good  serves  as  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  technology  with  Allied-Signal,  Inc.,  in 
Morristown,  NJ. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  Debra  Russell  Bowland,  of  Louisiana,  to 
be  Director  of  the  Office  for  Victims  of  Crime. 
This  is  a  new  position.  Currently  Ms.  Bowland 
serves  as  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Policy  at 


the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  in  Washington, 
DC. 

November  15 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Arab-American  leaders,  to  discuss  the  Middle 
East  peace  process; 

— His  Holiness  Aleksy  II,  Patriarch  of  Moscow. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

Later,  the  President  had  lunch  with  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  Drug  Advisory  Council  at  Camp  David. 

November  1 7 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  a  weekend  stay  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

November  18 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Reba  McEntire,  chairperson  of  the  1991 
Christmas  Seals  campaign; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— officers  of  the  National  Conference  of  State 
Legislatures; 

— Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  Victory  Awards  ceremony  at  the 
Kennedy  Center  sponsored  by  the  National  Re¬ 
habilitation  Hospital. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Thomas  J.  Walsh,  of  Oregon,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Endangered  Species  Committee. 
Currently  Mr.  Walsh  serves  as  general  manager 
of  Tri-Met  in  Portland,  OR. 

November  19 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 

— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  Presidential  Forum  luncheon  spon- 
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sored  by  the  National  Republican  Congressional 
Committee  at  the  Capital  Hilton  Hotel. 

November  20 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— State  Senator  Paul  White,  chairman  of  the 
Council  of  State  Governments; 

— Combined  Federal  Campaign  Cochairmen; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  attended  a  fund¬ 
raising  dinner  for  the  Republican  Party  at  the 
Grand  Hyatt  Hotel. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  John  Schrote,  of  Ohio,  as  Chief  Financial 
Officer  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior. 
This  is  a  new  position.  Mr.  Schrote  has  served  as 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Policy,  Management  and 
Budget  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior  since 
August  5,  1991,  and  will  continue  to  serve  in  this 
capacity. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Federal  Salary  Council: 

Anthony  F.  Ingrassia ,  of  Virginia.  He  will  be  designated 
Vice  Chairman.  Currently  Mr.  Ingrassia  serves  as 
Chairman  of  the  Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory 
Committee  in  Washington,  DC. 

Charles  H  Fay,  of  New  Jersey.  Since  1988  Dr.  Fay  has 
served  as  associate  director  and  associate  professor  of 
industrial  relations  and  human  resources  at  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Management  and  Labor  Relations  at  Rutgers 
University  in  New  Brunswick,  NJ. 
lohn  N.  Sturdivant,  of  Virginia.  Currently  Mr.  Sturdi¬ 
vant  serves  as  national  president  of  the  American  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Government  Employees  in  Washington, 
DC. 

Peter  A .  Tchirkow,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Current¬ 
ly  Mr.  Tchirkow  serves  as  compensation  specialist  and 
statistician  in  the  field  services  department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Government  Employees  at 
the  AFL-CIO  in  Washington,  DC. 

John  F.  Leyden,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Mr.  Leyden 
serves  as  secretary-treasurer  of  the  public  employee 
department  of  the  AFD-CIO  in  Washington,  DC. 

Sheila  K.  Velazeo,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Currently 
Ms.  Velazeo  serves  as  national  president  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  in  Washington 
DC. 

Robert  M.  Tobias,  of  Maryland.  Currently  Mr.  Tobias 
serves  as  national  president  of  the  National  Treasury 
Employees  Union  in  Washington,  DC. 

Lucille  A.  Joel,  of  New  Jersey.  Currently  Dr.  Joel  serves 
as  national  president  of  the  American  Nurses  Associa¬ 
tion  in  Kansas  City,  MO. 


November  21 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

— the  1991  Federal  Duck  Stamp  Design  Award 
winner. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  Chairman’s  Advisory  Board  dinner 
sponsored  by  the  Republican  National  Commit¬ 
tee  at  the  Four  Seasons  Hotel. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  National  Nutrition  Monitoring  Advisory 
Council  for  the  terms  indicated.  These  are  new 
positions: 

For  a  term  of  4  years: 

David  L.  Call,  of  New  York.  Currently  Dr.  Call  serves  as 
dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life  Sciences 
at  Cornell  University  in  Ithaca,  NY. 

For  terms  of  3  years: 

Shiriki  K.  Kumanyika,  of  Pennsylvania.  Currently  Dr. 
Kumanyika  serves  as  associate  professor  of  nutritional 
epidemiology  in  the  department  of  nutrition  at  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  University  in  University  Park,  PA. 
Suzanne  S.  Harris,  of  Virginia.  Currently  Dr.  Harris 
serves  as  director  of  the  Human  Nutrition  Institute  at 
the  International  Life  Sciences  Institute  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

For  terms  of  2  years : 

Charles  H,  James  III,  of  West  Virginia.  Currently  Mr. 
James  serves  as  president  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  C.H.  James  &  Co.  in  Charles  Town,  WV. 

Helen  E.  Lee,  of  California.  Since  1987,  Ms.  Lee  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Vocational  Nurse  and  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Technician  Examiners  Board. 

November  22 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

— Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Shamir  of  Israel; 
—Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

The  President  nominated  Trevor  Alexander 
McClurg  Potter,  of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Federal  Election  Commission  for  a  term  ex¬ 
piring  April  30,  1997.  He  would  succeed  Thomas 
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John  Josefiak.  Currently  Mr.  Potter  serves  as  a 
partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Wiley,  Rein  &  Field¬ 
ing  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  nominated  Scott  E.  Thomas,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Election  Commission  for  a  term  expiring 
April  30,  1997.  This  is  a  reappointment. 

November  24 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  the  White  House  from  a  weekend 
stay  at  Camp  David,  MD. 

November  25 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Kirk  Fordice,  Governor-elect  of  Mississippi; 
— Secretary  of  Defense  Dick  Cheney. 

Later  in  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to 
Columbus,  OH,  where  he  visited  the  Fort  Hayes 
Metropolitan  Education  Center  and  attended  a 
reception  with  Ohio  education  leaders  at  Veter¬ 
ans  Memorial  Auditorium. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington,  DC. 

In  a  ceremony  on  the  State  Floor  of  the  Resi¬ 
dence,  the  President  received  diplomatic  creden¬ 
tials  from  Ambassadors  Luvsandorj  Dawagiv 
(Mongolia),  Abul  Ahsan  (Bangladesh),  Pal  Tar 
(Hungary),  Alphonse  Berns  (Luxembourg),  Ernst 
Jaakson  (Estonia),  Rudi  Valentine  Webster  (Barba¬ 
dos),  Yog  Prasad  Upadhyay  (Nepal),  and  Abdul 
Rahman  bin  Fares  Al-Khalifa  (Bahrain). 

November  26 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense  Donald  J. 
Atwood,  Jr.; 

— the  presidents  of  Key  Club  International  and 
Circle  K  International; 

— Christopher  H.  Phillips,  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Brunei. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  participated  in 
a  teleconference  with  the  41st  annual  Association 
of  Christian  Schools  meeting  in  Anaheim,  CA. 

November  27 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 


sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— Ukrainian-American  leaders. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  Thanksgiving 
holiday  weekend. 

Later  in  the  evening,  the  President  recorded 
his  Thanksgiving  address  to  the  Nation  for  broad¬ 
cast  on  November  28. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  the  following  individuals  to  be  Representa¬ 
tives  on  the  Consultative  Committee  established 
by  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty  of  1977: 

William  R.  Haynes ,  of  Texas.  He  would  succeed  Joel 
Pritchard.  From  1973  to  1991,  Mr.  Haynes  served  as 
an  independent  oil  and  gas  operator  in  Houston,  TX. 
Maxwell  R.  Thurman ,  of  Virginia.  He  would  succeed 
Nestor  D.  Sanchez.  From  1970  to  1991,  General  Thur¬ 
man  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  various  capacities 
including  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  U.S.  Forces 
Southern  Command. 

William  J.  Jorden ,  of  Virginia.  He  would  succeed  W. 
Henson  Moore.  From  1974  to  1978,  Ambassador 
Jorden  served  as  the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Panama. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  the  following  individuals  to  be  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  United  States  Parole  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  terms  indicated; 

Edward  F.  Reilly,  of  Kansas,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  expiring  November  1,  1997.  He  would  succeed 
Benjamin  F.  Baer.  Upon  appointment,  he  will  be  des¬ 
ignated  Chairman.  Currently  Mr.  Reilly  serves  as  a 
State  senator  for  the  Third  District  of  Kansas. 
lohn  R.  Simpson,  of  Maryland,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  expiring  November  1,  1997.  He  would  succeed 
Cameron  M.  Batjer.  Currently  Mr.  Simpson  serves  as 
Director  of  the  U.S.  Secret  Service  in  Washington, 
DC. 

November  30 

The  President  met  with  Secretary  of  State 
James  A.  Baker  III  in  Laurel  Lodge  at  Camp 
David,  MD. 

December  1 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  the  White  House  from  a  weekend 
stay  at  Camp  David,  MD. 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  President  met  with 
Chief  of  Staff  John  H.  Sununu  in  the  Oval  Office. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  had  dinner  with 
Secretary  of  Transportation  Samuel  K.  Skinner  in 
the  Residence. 

December  2 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
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—the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

—Real  Estate  Industry  Association  leaders; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

_ Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  participated  in  a 
Hanukkah  celebration  for  the  White  House  staff 
in  Room  450  of  the  Old  Executive  Office  Build¬ 
ing. 

December  3 

In  the  morning,  President  Bush  had  a  tele¬ 
phone  conversation  with  President  Leonid  Krav¬ 
chuk  of  Ukraine  to  congratulate  him  on  his  elec¬ 
tion.  Later  in  the  morning,  the  President  trav¬ 
eled  to  Bradenton,  FL,  and  Meridian,  MS. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington,  DC. 

December  4 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
—the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  Territory  of  Guam  as  a  result  of  a 
typhoon  that  struck  on  November  27.  He  direct¬ 
ed  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
to  provide  assistance  to  supplement  State  and 
local  recovery  efforts. 

The  White  House  announced  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  has  approved  Frank  Bracken  to  represent 
him  at  the  ceremonies  commemorating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  invasion  of  Guam,  December 
10-11. 

The  White  House  announced  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  will  meet  with  Prime  Minister  Anan  Panyar- 
achun  of  Thailand  at  the  White  House  on  De¬ 
cember  17. 

December  5 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— House  of  Representatives  leaders; 

— Toys  for  Tots  Program  representatives; 

— the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers 
Executive  Committee. 


December  6 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with 
the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant 
to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs;  and 
members  of  the  CIA  briefing  staff. 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Ontario,  CA. 

December  7 

In  the  morning,  the  President  gave  an  inter¬ 
view  to  CBS  and  attended  a  briefing  with  U.S. 
Ambassadors  to  Pacific  Rim  countries. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  Republic  of  the  Marshall  Islands 
and  ordered  Federal  aid  to  supplement  State  and 
local  recovery  efforts  in  the  area  struck  by  Ty¬ 
phoon  Zelda  on  November  28-29. 

December  8 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  Washington,  DC. 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  President  had  a 
telephone  conversation  with  President  Boris  Yelt¬ 
sin  of  the  Russian  Republic. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center  Honors 
performing  arts  achievement  awards  ceremony. 

December  9 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Mother  Teresa. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  Ralph  W.  Tarr,  of  California,  to  be  U.S. 
Commissioner  on  the  Upper  Colorado  River 
Commission.  He  would  succeed  J.F.  Ross.  Cur¬ 
rently  Mr.  Tarr  serves  as  partner  with  the  law 
firm  of  Andrews  &  Kurth  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Arts,  John  F. 
Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts: 

Candace  Somerville ,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  She 
would  succeed  Ann  Rydalch.  Currently  Ms.  Somerville 
serves  as  assistant  vice  president  of  Begg  International 
in  Washington,  DC. 

Helen  V.  Meyer ,  of  Kansas.  She  would  succeed  Harriet 
Slaybaugh.  Currently  Ms.  Meyer  serves  as  a  director  of 
the  Wichita  Symphony  Association  and  of  the  Wichita 
Music  Theatre  in  Wichita,  KS. 

Mary  Welch  Rogers,  of  Georgia.  She  would  succeed  Julie 
P.  Montgomery.  Ms.  Rogers  is  a  Catholic  contempo¬ 
rary  Christian  artist  in  Atlanta,  GA. 
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Henry  J.  Smith,  of  Texas.  He  would  succeed  Eileen 
S.S.G.  Slocum.  Currently  Mr.  Smith  serves  as  chairman 
of  Clark  Bardes,  Inc.,  in  Dallas,  TX. 

Marcia  Poulsen  Price ,  of  Utah.  She  would  succeed  John 
Piercey.  Currently  Ms.  Price  serves  as  a  board 
member  on  the  Utah  Arts  Council  and  on  the  Gover¬ 
nor's  Executive  Residence  Commission  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  UT. 

H.  E.  Monroe ,  Jr.,  of  Alabama.  This  is  an  initial  appoint¬ 
ment.  From  1970  to  1986,  Mr.  Monroe  served  as 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Monroe 
Business  Equipment  Co.  in  Huntsville,  AL. 

December  10 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  IL. 

In  the  afternoon,  he  returned  to  Washington, 
DC. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  the  congressional  Christmas  ball  on  the 
State  Floor. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Edwin  D.  Brubeck,  of  Indiana,  to  be  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Federal  Service  Impasses  Disputes 
Panel.  Since  1976  Mr.  Brubeck  has  served  as  a 
business  representative  on  the  Indiana  State 
Building  Trades  Council  in  Indianapolis,  IN. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  David  F.  Egan,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  a  U.S. 
Commissioner  on  the  Council  and  Commissions 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Salmon  Conservation  Orga¬ 
nization.  He  would  succeed  Frank  Eberle  Carl¬ 
ton.  Since  1982,  Mr.  Egan  has  served  as  a  public 
defender  for  the  Judicial  District  of  Ansonia/ Mil¬ 
ford  in  Milford,  CT. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Avery  C.  Faulkner,  of  Virginia,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic 
Preservation  for  a  term  expiring  June  10,  1995. 
This  is  a  reappointment.  Currently  Mr.  Faulkner 
serves  as  a  senior  partner  with  Avery  Faulkner, 
FAIA  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Richard  G.  Schreitmueller,  of  Georgia,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Department  of  Defense  Re¬ 
tirement  Board  of  Actuaries  for  a  term  expiring 
September  16,  2004.  He  would  succeed  Thomas 
P.  Bowles,  Jr.  Currently  Mr.  Schreitmueller 
serves  as  a  senior  research  actuary  for  Alexander 
&  Alexander  Consulting  Group,  Inc.,  in  Atlanta, 
GA. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  Federated  States  of  Micronesia  and 
ordered  Federal  aid  to  supplement  State  and 
local  recovery  efforts  in  the  area  struck  by  Ty¬ 
phoon  Yuri  on  November  25-29. 

December  11 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 


sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 

— James  A.  Baker  III;  Robert  S.  Strauss,  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  the  Soviet  Union;  and  Brent  Scow¬ 
croft. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State  Floor. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  individuals  to  be  members  of 
the  Christopher  Columbus  Quincentenary  Jubilee 
Commission: 

William  M.  Ray,  of  Oregon.  He  would  succeed  Jane  Lee 
Garcia.  Since  1986,  Mr.  Ray  has  served  on  the  eco¬ 
nomic  development  committee  of  the  Klamath  Tribe 
in  Portland,  OR. 

John  B.  Tsu ,  of  California.  He  would  succeed  Lee  Col¬ 
lins.  From  1985  to  1986,  Dr.  Tsu  served  as  a  professor 
and  director  of  the  Asian  Pacific  Institute  of  the  John 
F.  Kennedy  University  in  Burlingame,  CA. 

Mary  Jane  Checchi,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  This  is  a 
reappointment. 

Ricardo  S.  Pines ,  of  Florida.  He  would  succeed  James  J. 
O’Connor.  Currently  Mr.  Pines  serves  as  president  of 
the  Pines  Group,  Inc.,  in  Coral  Gables,  FL. 

December  12 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

—John  H.  Sununu; 

— Republican  Senators; 

— Prime  Minister  Constantinos  Mitsotakis  of 
Greece,  for  lunch. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State  Floor. 

The  White  House  announced  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  will  travel  to  Dallas/ Fort  Worth,  TX,  on 
Wednesday,  December  18,  to  sign  the  surface 
transportation  bill  and  address  the  American  As¬ 
sociation  of  State  Highway  and  Transportation 
Officials. 

December  13 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of 
Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft,  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security 
Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— John  H.  Sununu; 

— private  sector  health  care  groups; 

— Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III; 


1701 


Appendix  A  /  Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


— Prime  Minister  Andre  Milongo  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  the  Congo; 

— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  diplomatic  corps  Christmas  tea  on 
the  State  Floor. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
went  to  Camp  David,  MD,  for  the  weekend. 

The  President  designated  Don  E.  Newquist  as 
Chairman  of  the  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission  for  the  term  expiring  June  16, 
1992.  Mr.  Newquist  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Commission  since  October  11,  1988. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  the  Territory  of  American  Samoa  and 
ordered  Federal  aid  to  supplement  State  and 
local  recovery  efforts  in  the  area  struck  by  Hurri¬ 
cane  Val  on  December  6-10. 

December  14 

In  the  morning,  the  President  met  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Carlos  Salinas  of  Mexico  at  Camp  David, 
MD. 

December  15 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
returned  to  the  White  House  from  a  weekend 
stay  at  Camp  David,  MD. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
attended  the  “Christmas  in  Washington”  show  at 
the  Pension  Building. 

December  16 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  Samuel  K.  Skinner,  Chief 
of  Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Securi¬ 
ty  Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Samuel  K.  Skinner; 

— Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  attended  a  fund¬ 
raising  dinner  for  Representative  Robert  H. 
Michel  at  the  Capitol  Hill  Club. 

Later  in  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State 
Floor. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Maj.  Gen.  Russell  Clark  Davis,  of  Virginia, 
to  be  Commanding  General  of  the  Militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  He  would  succeed  Calvin 
G.  Franklin.  Currently  Major  General  Davis 
serves  as  Air  National  Guard  Assistant  to  the 
Commander  of  the  Tactical  Airlift  Command  at 
Langley  Air  Force  Base,  VA. 

December  1 7 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  Samuel  K.  Skinner,  Chief 
of  Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft, 


Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Securi¬ 
ty  Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Samuel  K.  Skinner; 

— the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Vietnam  Vet¬ 
erans  Memorial  Tenth  Anniversary. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State  Floor. 

December  18 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to 
Dallas,  TX. 

In  the  afternoon,  he  returned  to  Washington, 
DC. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State  Floor. 

December  19 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  Samuel  K.  Skinner,  Chief 
of  Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Securi¬ 
ty  Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Samuel  K.  Skinner; 

— members  of  the  Presidential  business  leaders 
delegation  to  Singapore,  Korea,  and  Japan; 
— the  Vice  President,  for  lunch; 

— the  Domestic  Policy  Council. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  had  a  telephone 
conversation  with  Gov.  George  Mickelson  of 
South  Dakota  in  Rapid  City  to  discuss  the  Amer¬ 
ica  2000  education  initiative. 

Later  in  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Bush  hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State 
Floor. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  ap¬ 
point  Shirley  V.  Peterson,  of  California,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Commission  for  Employ¬ 
ment  Policy  for  a  term  expiring  September  30, 
1994.  She  would  succeed  Frank  D.  McDonald. 
Currently  Ms.  Peterson  serves  as  corporate  vice 
president  of  ethics  and  business  conduct  for  the 
Northrop  Corp.  in  Los  Angeles,  CA. 

The  President  announced  his  intention  to  des¬ 
ignate  Robert  S.  Ross,  Jr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Conference  of  the  United  States.  He  would 
succeed  James  C.  Miller  III.  Currently  Mr.  Ross 
serves  as  Director  of  the  Office  of  International 
Affairs  at  the  Department  of  Justice  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

December  20 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  Samuel  K.  Skinner,  Chief 
of  Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Securi- 
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ty  Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Samuel  K.  Skinner. 

In  an  Oval  Office  ceremony  in  the  afternoon, 
the  President  signed  the  National  Sanctity  of 
Human  Life  Day  proclamation. 

In  the  evening,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
hosted  a  Christmas  reception  on  the  State  Floor. 

December  21 

In  the  morning,  the  President  participated  in  a 
budget  briefing  in  the  Oval  Office. 

December  23 

The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with: 
— the  Vice  President;  Samuel  K.  Skinner,  Chief 
of  Staff  to  the  President;  Brent  Scowcroft, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Securi¬ 
ty  Affairs;  and  members  of  the  CIA  briefing 
staff; 

— Samuel  K.  Skinner; 

— Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady; 
— the  national  leadership  of  the  Coalition  for 
Health  Care  Reform. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  participated  in 
a  budget  briefing  in  the  Oval  Office.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Bush  then  went  to  Camp  David, 
MD,  for  the  Christmas  holiday. 

December  24 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  placed  tele¬ 
phone  calls  to  U.S.  military  personnel  stationed 
overseas. 

December  25 

In  the  evening,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  Camp  David,  MD,  to  give  an 
address  to  the  Nation.  Following  his  address,  the 
President  returned  to  Camp  David. 

December  26 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to  the 
White  House  from  Camp  David,  MD. 


The  President  met  at  the  White  House  with 
Mike  Ockrent,  producer  of  “Crazy  for  You”  at 
the  National  Theatre,  and  his  family.  Later  the 
President  participated  in  a  signing  ceremony  for 
ratification  of  the  Conventional  Forces  in  Europe 
(CFE)  treaty  and  in  a  budget  briefing  in  the  Oval 
Office. 

December  27 

In  the  morning,  the  President  traveled  to  Bee- 
ville,  TX. 

In  the  evening,  he  visited  the  Texas  Grand 
Dance  Hall  near  Beeville.  The  President  then 
went  to  Will  Farish’s  ranch  for  the  weekend. 

The  President  declared  that  a  major  disaster 
existed  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota  as  a  result  of 
severe  ice  storms  which  occurred  October  31- 
November  2.  He  directed  the  Federal  Emergen¬ 
cy  Management  Agency  to  provide  assistance  to 
supplement  State  and  local  recovery  efforts. 

The  President  also  declared  that  a  major  disas¬ 
ter  existed  in  Texas  as  a  result  of  severe  thunder¬ 
storms  and  flooding  which  began  on  December 
20.  He  directed  the  Federal  Emergency  Manage¬ 
ment  Agency  to  provide  assistance  to  supplement 
State  and  local  recovery  efforts. 

December  29 

In  the  afternoon,  the  President  returned  to 
Washington,  DC,  from  Beeville,  TX. 

December  30 

In  the  morning,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
traveled  to  Sydney,  Australia. 

December  31 

In  the  evening,  following  their  arrival,  the 
President  and  Mrs.  Bush  went  to  the  Admiralty 
House  to  watch  the  New  Year’s  Eve  fireworks 
display  and  then  attended  a  reception  at  Kirribilli 
House.  Later,  they  went  to  the  Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel,  their  residence  during  their  stay  in 
Sydney. 
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The  following  list  does  not  include  promotions  of 
members  of  the  Uniformed  Services,  nominations 
to  the  Service  Academies,  or  nominations  of  For¬ 
eign  Service  officers , 

Submitted  July  10 

Robert  S.  Strauss, 

of  Texas,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics. 

David  A.  Colson, 

of  Maryland,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Service,  for  the  rank  of  Ambassador 
during  his  tenure  of  service  as  Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  Oceans  and  Fisheries  Af¬ 
fairs. 

Submitted  July  15 
Jill  E.  Kent, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Chief  Financial 
Officer,  Department  of  State  (new  position). 

Donald  A.  Laidlaw, 

of  New  York,  to  be  Deputy  Under  Secretary  for 
Management,  Department  of  Education,  vice 
Thomas  E.  Anfinson. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  National  Advisory  Council  on  Educational 
Research  and  Improvement  for  the  terms  indicat¬ 
ed: 

For  a  term  expiring  September  30,  1991: 

Marjorie  Arsht,  of  Texas,  vice  Robert  H.  Matt¬ 
son,  term  expired. 

For  a  term  expiring  September  30,  1993 : 

Kenneth  H.  Bastian,  Jr.,  of  Texas,  vice  J.  Wade 
Gilley,  term  expired. 

For  a  term  expiring  September  30,  1994 : 

Marjorie  Arsht,  of  Texas  (reappointment). 

Submitted  July  16 

Sylvia  Chavez  Long, 

of  New  Mexico,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Veterans  Affairs  (Congressional  Affairs),  vice 
Edward  G.  Lewis,  resigned. 


Norman  Kelinson, 

of  Iowa,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Libraries  and  Information  Science  for  a 
term  expiring  July  19,  1995,  vice  Frank  Gannon, 
term  expired. 

Submitted  July  1 7 

Richard  Clark  Barkley, 

of  Michigan,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Republic  of 
Turkey. 

Marshall  Jordan  Breger, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Solicitor  for  the 
Department  of  Labor,  vice  Robert  P.  Davis,  re¬ 
signed. 

Delbert  Leon  Spurlock,  Jr., 

of  California,  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of  Labor, 
vice  Roderick  Allen  DeArment,  resigned. 

Submitted  July  18 

Ellis  B.  Bodron, 

of  Mississippi,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Council  on  Disability  for  a  term  expiring  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1993,  vice  Margaret  Chase  Hager. 

Submitted  July  19 

Alan  Greenspan, 

of  New  York,  to  be  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  for  a 
term  of  4  years  (reappointment). 

Alan  Greenspan, 

of  New  York,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  for  a 
term  of  14  years  from  February  1,  1992  (reap¬ 
pointment). 

Submitted  July  22 

Parker  W.  Borg, 

of  Minnesota,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Union  of 
Burma  (Myanmar). 
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James  F.  Dobbins, 

of  New  York,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior 
Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to 
be  Representative  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  to  the  European  Communities,  with  the  rank 
and  status  of  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary. 

C.  Payne  Lucas, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  African  Develop¬ 
ment  Foundation  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
expiring  September  22,  1993,  vice  David  C. 
Miller,  Jr. 

Donald  R.  Livingston, 

of  Georgia,  to  be  General  Counsel  of  the  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Commission  for  a  term 
of  4  years,  vice  Charles  A.  Shanor,  resigned. 

Charles  Szu, 

of  California,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Barry  M.  Goldwater  Scholarship 
and  Excellence  in  Education  Foundation  for  a 
term  expiring  February  4,  1996,  vice  Thomas  G. 
Pownall,  term  expired. 

Ben-Chieh  Liu, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Com¬ 
mission  on  Libraries  and  Information  Science  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  expiring  July  19,  1993, 
vice  Margaret  Phelan. 

Mary  Matthews  Raether, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Council  on  Disability  for  a  term  expiring  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1994  (reappointment). 

Michael  B.  McCaskey, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Peace  Corps 
National  Advisory  Council  for  a  term  expiring 
October  6,  1992,  vice  Josephine  K.  Olsen. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Commission  on 
National  and  Community  Service  for  the  terms 
indicated  (new  positions): 

For  terms  of  1  year: 

Gayle  Edlund  Wilson,  of  California. 

George  Wilcken  Romney,  of  Michigan. 

Karen  Susan  Young,  of  California. 

William  J.  Byron,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Glen  W.  White,  of  Kansas. 

Thomas  Ehrlich,  of  Indiana. 

For  terms  of  2  years: 

Richard  Frederick  Phelps,  of  Indiana. 

Leslie  Lenkowsky,  of  Indiana. 

Alan  Khazei,  of  Massachusetts. 

Paul  N.  McCloskey,  Jr.,  of  California. 


Reatha  Clark  King,  of  Minnesota. 

Shirley  Sachi  Sagawa,  of  Virginia. 

Wayne  W.  Meisel,  of  Minnesota. 

For  terms  of  3  years: 

Daniel  J.  Evans,  of  Washington. 

Maria  Hernandez  Ferrier,  of  Texas. 

Frances  Hesselbein,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Patricia  Traugott  Rouse,  of  Maryland. 

Jack  A.  MacAllister,  of  Colorado. 

Joyce  M.  Black,  of  New  York. 

Robert  L.  Woodson,  of  Maryland. 

William  Ho-Gonzalez, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Special  Counsel  for  Immigra¬ 
tion-Related  Unfair  Employment  Practices  for  a 
term  of  4  years,  vice  Lawrence  J.  Siskind,  re¬ 
signed. 

James  C.  Kenny, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  National  Corporation  for  Housing 
Partnerships  for  the  term  expiring  October  27, 
1993,  vice  James  Coles,  term  expired. 

Submitted  July  24 

John  Christian  Kornblum, 

of  Michigan,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  for  the 
rank  of  Ambassador  during  his  tenure  of  service 
as  Head  of  Delegation  to  the  Conference  on  Se¬ 
curity  and  Cooperation  in  Europe  (CSCE). 

Lacey  A.  Collier, 

of  Florida,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Florida  (new  position). 

Anne  C.  Conway, 

of  Florida,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Florida,  vice  George  C.  Carr, 
deceased. 

Wayne  R.  Andersen, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  North¬ 
ern  District  of  Illinois,  vice  Stanley  J.  Roszkowski, 
retired. 

Ronald  E.  Longstaff, 

of  Iowa,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  South¬ 
ern  District  of  Iowa  (new  position). 

John  W.  Lungstrum, 

of  Kansas,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Kansas,  vice  Dale  E.  Saffels,  retired. 

Stewart  R.  Dalzell, 

of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  (new  position). 
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Terry  R.  Means, 

of  Texas,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  North¬ 
ern  District  of  Texas,  vice  David  O.  Belew,  Jr., 
retired. 

Arthur  J.  Rothkopf, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  General  Coun¬ 
sel  of  the  Department  of  Transportation,  vice 
Phillip  D.  Brady. 

Mary  Cracraft, 

of  Kansas,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  for  the  term  of  5  years  expiring 
August  27,  1996  (reappointment). 

Submitted  July  31 

William  Caldwell  Harrop, 

of  New  Jersey,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior 
Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Career  Minister,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  Israel. 

Russell  K.  Paul, 

of  Georgia,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Urban  Development,  vice  Timothy  J. 
Coyle,  resigned. 

John  J.  Easton,  Jr., 

of  Vermont,  to  be  General  Counsel  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Energy,  vice  Stephen  A.  Wakefield, 
resigned. 

Mary  Sheila  Gall, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  a  Commissioner  of  the  Con¬ 
sumer  Product  Safety  Commission  for  a  term  of  7 
years  from  October  27,  1991,  vice  Anne  Graham, 
term  expiring. 

Ming  Hsu, 

of  Arizona,  to  be  a  Federal  Maritime  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  term  expiring  June  30,  1996  (reap¬ 
pointment). 

Submitted  August  1 

Philip  G.  Reinhard, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  United  States  District  Judge  for 
the  Northern  District  of  Illinois  (new  position). 

Jon  P.  McCalla, 

of  Tennessee,  to  be  United  States  District  Judge 
for  the  Western  District  of  Tennessee  (new  posi¬ 
tion). 

C.  Wesley  Phinney,  Jr., 

of  Maine,  to  be  United  States  Marshal  for  the 
District  of  Maine  for  the  term  of  4  years,  vice 
Emery  R.  Jordan,  retired. 

B.  Robert  Okun, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  for  Legislation  and  Congressional  Affairs, 


Department  of  Education,  vice  Nancy  Mohr  Ken¬ 
nedy,  resigned. 

Francis  S.M.  Hodsoll, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Deputy  Director  for  Manage¬ 
ment,  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  (new 
position). 

Edward  Joseph  Mazur, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Controller,  Office  of  Federal 
Financial  Management,  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget  (new  position). 

Gary  C.  Byrne, 

of  California,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  Board  for  the  term  expiring  May 
21,  1996,  vice  Marvin  Duncan,  resigned. 

Karen  Borlaug  Phillips, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  for  a  term  expiring  De¬ 
cember  31,  1996  (reappointment). 

Maurice  T.  Turner,  Jr., 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Justice  Assistance  (new  position). 

Allen  B.  Clark,  Jr., 

of  Texas,  to  be  Director  of  the  National  Ceme¬ 
tery  System,  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs, 
vice  Jo  Ann  Krukar  Webb,  resigned. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation  for 
Public  Broadcasting  for  the  terms  indicated: 

For  the  remainder  of  the  term  expiring  March  26, 
1992: 

Kay  Coles  James,  of  Virginia,  vice  William  Lee 
Hanley,  Jr.,  resigned. 

For  a  term  expiring  March  26,  1996: 

Victor  Gold,  of  Virginia,  vice  R.  Kenneth 
Towery,  term  expired. 

Ian  M.  Ross, 

of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Science  Board,  National  Science  Foundation,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  expiring  May  10, 
1992,  vice  Howard  A.  Schneiderman,  deceased. 

Submitted  August  2 

Jo  Ann  Krukar  Webb, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Veter¬ 
ans  Affairs  (Policy  and  Planning),  vice  Allen  B. 
Clark,  Jr.,  resigned. 
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Mary  L.  Azcuenaga, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  Federal 
Trade  Commissioner  for  the  term  of  7  years  from 
September  26,  1991  (reappointment). 

Submitted  September  11 

John  F.W.  Rogers, 

of  New  York,  to  be  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Management,  vice  Ivan  Selin. 

Arnold  Lee  Kanter, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Political  Affairs,  vice  Robert  Michael  Kimmitt. 

Edward  Gibson  Lanpher, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  career  member  of 
the  Senior  Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Minister- 
Counselor,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  Zimbabwe. 

Carolynn  Reid- Wallace, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  for  Postsecondary  Education,  Department  of 
Education,  vice  Leonard  L.  Haynes  III,  resigned. 

Thomas  Michael  Tolliver  Niles, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  career  member  of 
the  Senior  Foreign  Service,  Class  of  Career  Min¬ 
ister,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  vice 
Raymond  G.H.  Seitz. 

David  F.  Bradford, 

of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Economic  Advisers,  vice  Richard  Schmalensee, 
resigned. 

Paul  Wonnacott, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Economic  Advisers,  vice  John  B.  Taylor,  resigned. 

William  Taylor, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corpora¬ 
tion  for  a  term  expiring  February  28,  1993,  vice 
L.  William  Seidman. 

Franklin  S.  Van  Antwerpen, 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  U.S.  Circuit  Judge  for  the 
Third  Circuit,  vice  A.  Leon  Higginbotham,  Jr., 
retired. 

Nancy  G.  Edmunds, 

of  Michigan,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Michigan,  vice  Richard  F. 
Suhrheinrich,  elevated. 

Joe  B.  McDade, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  Cen¬ 
tral  District  of  Illinois  (new  position). 


David  W.  McKeague, 

of  Michigan,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Western  District  of  Michigan,  vice  Douglas  W. 
Hillman,  retired. 

Jerry  G.  Cunningham, 

of  Tennessee,  to  be  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Tennessee  for  the  term  of  4  years,  vice 
John  W.  Gill,  Jr.,  term  expired. 

Herbert  Tate, 

of  New  Jersey,  to  be  an  Assistant  Administrator  of 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  vice 
James  J.  Strock. 

Paul  H.  Cooksey, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Deputy  Administrator  of  the 
Small  Business  Administration  (new  position). 

Edward  P.  Djerejian, 

of  Maryland,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be 
an  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  vice  John  Hubert 
Kelly. 

Shirlee  Bowne, 

of  Florida,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National  Credit 
Union  Administration  Board  for  a  term  of  6  years 
expiring  April  10,  1997,  vice  Elizabeth  Flores 
Burkhart,  resigned. 

Jose  E.  Martinez, 

of  Texas,  to  be  Director  of  the  Trade  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Program  (new  position). 

Withdrawn  September  11 

Luis  Guinot,  Jr., 

of  Puerto  Rico,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Legal  Services  Corporation  for  a 
term  expiring  July  13,  1993,  which  was  sent  to 
the  Senate  on  February  7,  1991. 

Submitted  September  12 

Frederick  J.  Scullin,  Jr., 

of  New  York,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Northern  District  of  New  York  (new  position). 

A.  Peter  Burleigh, 

of  California,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  for  the 
rank  of  Ambassador  during  his  tenure  of  service 
as  Coordinator  for  Counter-Terrorism. 

Robert  Stephen  Pastorino, 

of  California,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Dominican 
Republic. 
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James  Ashley  Endicott,  Jr., 

of  Texas,  to  be  General  Counsel,  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs,  vice  Raoul  Lord  Carroll,  re¬ 
signed. 

Reginald  J.  Brown, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  an  Assistant  Administrator  of 
the  Agency  for  International  Development  (reap¬ 
pointment). 

John  A.  Shaw, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce,  vice  Quincy  Mellon  Krosby. 

The  following  named  persons  to  be  the  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  Alternate  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  35th  session  of 
the  General  Conference  of  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency: 

Rep  resen  ta  ti  ve: 

James  D.  Watkins,  of  California 

Alternate  Representatives: 

Richard  T.  Kennedy,  of  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia 

Jane  E.  Becker,  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
Ivan  Selin,  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

The  following  named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  United  States  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Peace  for  terms  expiring  January  19, 
1995: 

Theodore  M.  Hesburgh,  of  Indiana,  vice  Rich¬ 
ard  John  Neuhaus,  term  expired. 

Elspeth  Davies  Rostow,  of  Texas  (reappoint¬ 
ment). 

Submitted  September  16 
Michael  H.  Moskow, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  a  Deputy  United  States  Trade 
Representative,  with  the  rank  of  Ambassador, 
vice  Sidney  Linn  Williams,  resigned. 

Alan  M.  Dunn, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce,  vice  Eric  I.  Garfinkel,  resigned. 

Submitted  September  17 

Johnnie  M.  Smith, 

of  South  Carolina,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Commission  on  National  and 
Community  Service  for  a  term  of  1  year  (new 
position). 

Steven  E.  Steiner, 

of  Maryland,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  for  the 
rank  of  Ambassador  during  his  tenure  of  service 


as  the  U.S.  Representative  to  the  START  Joint 
Compliance  and  Inspection  Commission. 

Elaine  L.  Chao, 

of  California,  to  be  Director  of  the  Peace  Corps, 
vice  Paul  D.  Coverdell,  resigned. 

Rudy  Boschwitz, 

of  Minnesota,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Communications  Satellite  Corpo¬ 
ration  until  the  date  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Corporation  in  1994,  vice  Thomas  C.  Griscom, 
term  expired. 

Chester  A.  Crocker, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  U.S.  Institute  of 
Peace  for  a  term  expiring  January  19,  1995,  vice 
Sidney  Lovett,  term  expired. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  United  States  Advisory  Commission  on  Public 
Diplomacy: 

William  Hybl,  of  Colorado,  for  a  term  expiring 
July  1,  1994  (reappointment). 

Walter  R.  Roberts,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
for  a  term  expiring  April  6,  1994,  vice  Louis 
B.  Susman,  term  expired. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Peace  Corps  National  Advisory  Council: 

Richard  N.  Bond,  of  New  York,  for  a  term  ex¬ 
piring  October  6,  1992,  vice  Sue  Wagner. 
Tom  G.  Kessinger,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  term 
expiring  October  6,  1993  (reappointment). 

Barbara  J.H.  Taylor, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Commission  on  Libraries  and  Information  Sci¬ 
ence  for  a  term  expiring  July  19,  1995  (reappoint¬ 
ment). 

Anthony  Hurlbutt  Flack, 

of  Connecticut,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Council  on  Disability  for  a  term  expiring  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1994  (reappointment). 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Board  for  International  Broadcasting: 

Penn  Kemble,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for 
a  term  expiring  April  28,  1992,  vice  Ben  J. 
Wattenberg,  resigned. 

Daniel  A.  Mica,  of  Florida,  for  a  term  expiring 
April  28,  1993,  vice  James  Albert  Michener, 
term  expired. 

Cheryl  Feldman  Halpern,  of  New  Jersey,  for  a 
term  expiring  April  28,  1994  (reappoint¬ 
ment). 
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Submitted  September  19 
Kathleen  Day  Koch, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Special  Counsel,  Office  of  Spe¬ 
cial  Counsel,  for  the  term  of  5  years,  vice  Mary 
F.  Wieseman,  term  expired. 

William  Carl, 

of  Texas,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Panama  Canal  Commission,  vice  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Watkin,  Jr.,  resigned. 

William  Stewart  Johnson, 

of  New  Mexico,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  Culture  and  Arts  Development  for 
a  term  expiring  May  19,  1996  (reappointment). 

Submitted  September  20 

Reggie  Barnett  Walton, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  an  Associate 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  the  term  of  15  years,  vice  Sylvia  A. 
Bacon,  retired. 

Mary  Jane  Maddox, 

of  Texas,  to  be  Deputy  Director  of  the  ACTION 
agency,  vice  Jane  A.  Kenny,  resigned. 

William  Kane  Reilly, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Inter- American  Foundation  for  a 
term  expiring  September  20,  1994,  vice  Richard 
Thomas  McCormack,  resigned. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission: 

Elizabeth  Anne  Moler,  of  Virginia,  for  the  term 
expiring  June  30,  1994  (reappointment). 
Branko  Terzic,  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  term  ex¬ 
piring  June  30,  1995  (reappointment). 

Emmet  Gael  Sullivan, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  an  Associate 
Judge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  for  the  term  of  15  years,  vice  James  A. 
Belson,  retired. 

Submitted  September  23 

Steven  D.  Merry  day, 

of  Florida,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Florida,  (new  position). 

John  M.  Roll, 

of  Arizona,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Arizona,  vice  Alfred  C.  Marquez,  retired. 


Submitted  September  27 
Susan  Meredith  Phillips, 

of  Iowa,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  for  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  14  years  from  February  1,  1984, 
vice  Martha  R.  Seger,  resigned. 

Ernest  Wilson  Williams, 

of  Tennessee,  to  be  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  Middle  District  of  Tennessee  for  the  term  of 
4  years,  vice  Joe  B.  Brown,  term  expired. 

Submitted  October  1 

Edith  Brown  Clement, 

of  Louisiana,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Louisiana,  vice  Charles 
Schwartz,  Jr.,  retired. 

Sue  L.  Robinson, 

of  Delaware,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
District  of  Delaware,  vice  Jane  R.  Roth,  elevated. 

Sam  Sparks, 

of  Texas,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  West¬ 
ern  District  of  Texas,  (new  position). 

Andrew  S.  Natsios, 

of  Massachusetts,  to  be  an  Assistant  Administrator 
of  the  Agency  for  International  Development, 
vice  Philip  Lawrence  Christenson,  resigned. 

Leslee  B.  Alexander, 

of  Tennessee,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  for  a  term  expiring  March  26,  1996  (reap¬ 
pointment). 

Submitted  October  2 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Judges  of  the 
United  States  Court  of  Military  Appeals: 

Robert  E.  Wiss,  of  Illinois,  for  the  term  of  7 
years  to  expire  on  the  date  prescribed  by  law 
(new  position). 

Herman  F.  Gierke,  of  North  Dakota,  for  the 
term  of  13  years  to  expire  on  the  date  pre¬ 
scribed  by  law  (new  position). 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Peace  Corps  National  Advisory  Council  for 
terms  expiring  October  6,  1993: 

Ruth  Gardner  Cox,  of  Texas  (reappointment). 
Roland  H.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  vice  Peter 
L.  Boynton. 

Submitted  October  3 

Michael  G.  Kozak, 

a  career  member  of  the  Senior  Executive  Serv¬ 
ice,  to  be  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
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tentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the 
Republic  of  El  Salvador. 

Donald  C.  Fraser, 

of  Massachusetts,  to  be  Deputy  Under  Secretary 
of  Defense  for  Acquisition,  vice  Donald  J. 
Yockey. 

Victor  H.  Reis, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Director  of 
Defense  Research  and  Engineering,  vice  Charles 
M.  Herzfeld,  resigned. 

Submitted  October  1 7 

Alan  Greenspan, 

of  New  York,  to  be  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  for  a 
term  of  4  years,  to  which  position  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  during  the  last  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Ford  Barney  Ford, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Federal  Mine 
Safety  and  Health  Review  Commission  for  a  term 
of  6  years  expiring  August  30,  1996  (reappoint¬ 
ment),  to  which  position  he  was  appointed  during 
the  last  recess  of  the  Senate. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Governors  of 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service: 

Tirso  del  Junco,  of  California,  for  the  term  ex¬ 
piring  December  8,  2000  (reappointment). 

J.  Sam  Winters,  of  Texas,  for  the  term  expiring 
December  8,  1999,  vice  Ira  D.  Hall,  Jr.,  term 
expired. 

Piestwa  Robert  Harold  Ames, 
of  California,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  Culture  and  Arts  Development  for 
a  term  expiring  October  18,  1996,  vice  Herman 
Agoyo,  term  expired. 

Submitted  October  23 

Kevin  V.  Schieffer, 

of  South  Dakota,  to  be  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  South  Dakota,  for  the  term  of  4  years, 
vice  Philip  N.  Hogen,  term  expired. 

Submitted  October  24 

Kevin  E.  Moley, 

of  Louisiana,  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of  Health 
and  Human  Services,  vice  Constance  Horner,  re¬ 
signed. 

Peter  S.  Watson, 

of  California,  to  be  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Interna¬ 
tional  Trade  Commission  for  the  term  expiring 


December  16,  2000,  vice  Seeley  Lodwick,  term 
expiring. 

Submitted  October  25 

William  Pelham  Barr,  • 
of  Virginia,  to  be  Attorney  General. 

The  following  named  persons  to  be  Representa¬ 
tives  and  Alternate  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Forty-sixth  Session  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations: 
Represen  ta  ti  ves; 

Thomas  R.  Pickering,  of  New  Jersey. 

Alexander  Fletcher  Watson,  of  Massachusetts. 
Joseph  Verner  Reed,  Jr.,  of  Connecticut. 

Dan  Burton,  of  Indiana. 

Mervyn  M.  Dymally,  of  California, 

Alternate  Representatives: 

George  Edward  Moose,  of  Maryland. 

Jonathan  Moore,  of  Massachusetts. 

Shirin  Raziuddin  Tahir- Kheli,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Oscar  Padilla,  of  California. 

Margaretta  F,  Rockefeller,  of  New  York. 

Wiley  T.  Buchanan, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  Member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institute  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Culture  and  Arts 
Development  for  a  term  expiring  May  19,  1996, 
vice  Edith  Colvard  Crutcher,  term  expired. 

Withdrawn  October  25 

John  Ashcroft, 

of  Missouri,  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Harry  S  Truman  Scholarship 
Foundation  for  a  term  expiring  December  10, 
1993,  vice  Terry  Edward  Brandstad,  term  ex¬ 
pired,  which  was  sent  to  the  Senate  on  January  4, 
1991. 

Submitted  October  29 
William  Edwin  Ryerson, 

of  Virginia,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Counselor,  to  be  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  Republic  of  Alba¬ 
nia. 

Submitted  October  31 
Lisa  A.  Hembry, 

of  Texas,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Museum  Services  Board  for  a  term  expiring  De¬ 
cember  6,  1995,  vice  Diana  D.  Denman,  term 
expired. 
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The  following  named  persons  to  be  members  of 
the  Advisory  Board  for  Cuba  Broadcasting  for 
terms  expiring  October  27,  1994: 

Clair  W.  Burgener,  of  California,  vice  Antonio 
Navarro,  term  expired. 

Jose  A.  Costa,  Jr.,  of  Florida,  vice  Danford  L. 

Sawyer,  Jr.,  term  expired. 

Joseph  Francis  Glennon,  of  Florida  (reappoint¬ 
ment). 

Submitted  November  1 

The  following  named  persons  to  be  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retaries  of  Energy: 

Leo  P.  Duffy  of  Pennsylvania,  (Environmental 
Restoration  and  Waste  Management),  vice 
Donna  R.  Fitzpatrick,  resigned. 

James  G.  Randolph,  of  Oklahoma,  (Fossil 
Energy),  vice  Robert  H.  Gentile,  resigned. 
Greg  Ward,  of  Virginia,  (Congressional  and 
Intergovernmental  Affairs),  vice  Jacqueline 
Knox  Brown,  resigned. 

Submitted  November  5 

J.  Curtis  Joyner, 

of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  (new  position). 

Roderick  R.  McKelvie, 

of  Delaware,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
District  of  Delaware  vice  Murray  M.  Schwartz, 
retired. 

John  R.  Padova, 

of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  (new  position). 

James  Roderick  Lilley, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  vice  Henry  S.  Rowen,  resigned. 

Jimm  Larry  Hendren, 

of  Arkansas,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Western  District  of  Arkansas  (new  position). 

Withdrawn  November  5 

Jimm  Larry  Hendren, 

of  Arkansas,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Arkansas  vice  G.  Thomas 
Eisele,  retired,  which  was  sent  to  the  Senate  on 
October  24,  1991. 

Submitted  November  6 

Morris  S.  Arnold, 

of  Arkansas,  to  be  U.S.  Circuit  Judge  for  the 
Eighth  Circuit  vice  Donald  P.  Lay,  retired. 


Submitted  November  7 
John  R.  Davis,  Jr., 

of  California,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  Romania. 

Charles  Tyroler  II, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Advisory 
Board  for  Cuba  Broadcasting  for  a  term  expiring 
October  27,  1992,  vice  John  R.  Silber,  term  ex¬ 
pired. 

Pamela  J.  Turner, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of 
the  U.S.  Advisory  Commission  on  Public  Diplo¬ 
macy  for  a  term  expiring  July  1,  1992,  vice  Pris¬ 
cilla  L.  Buckley,  term  expired. 

Submitted  November  12 

Richard  B.  Stone, 

of  the  District  of  Culumbia,  to  be  Ambassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  Denmark. 

Sandra  A.  O’Connor, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  State  Justice  Institute  for  a  term 
expiring  September  17,  1992  (reappointment). 

Submitted  November  13 

Arnold  R.  Tompkins, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  an  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services,  vice  Mary  Sheila 
Gall. 

Arnold  R.  Tompkins, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  Chief  Financial  Officer,  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (new 
position). 

George  C.  White, 

of  Connecticut,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Council  on  the  Arts  for  a  term  expiring  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1996,  vice  Lloyd  George  Richards,  term 
expired. 

Submitted  November  14 
Francis  A.  Keating  II, 

of  Oklahoma,  to  be  U.S.  Circuit  Judge  for  the 
Tenth  Circuit  (new  position). 

Ira  DeMent, 

of  Alabama,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Alabama,  vice  Truman  M. 
Hobbs,  retired. 
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Joseph  E.  Irenas, 

of  New  Jersey,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
District  of  New  Jersey  (new  position). 

Tony  Michael  Graham, 

of  Oklahoma,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Oklahoma  (new  position). 

Donald  J.  Stohr, 

of  Missouri,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  East¬ 
ern  District  of  Missouri  (new  position). 

William  J.  Traxler,  Jr., 

of  South  Carolina,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for 
the  District  of  South  Carolina,  vice  Clyde  H. 
Hamilton,  elevated. 

Submitted  November  15 

Debra  Russell  Bowland, 

of  Louisiana,  to  be  Director  of  the  Office  for 
Victims  of  Crime  (new  position). 

James  H.  Grossman, 

of  California,  to  be  Chairman  of  the  Foreign 
Claims  Settlement  Commission  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  expiring  September  30,  1994, 
vice  Stanley  L.  Glod,  term  expired. 

Alan  Robert  Swendiman, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  General  Counsel  of  the  Feder¬ 
al  Labor  Relations  Authority  for  a  term  of  5 
years,  vice  Kathleen  Day  Koch. 

Kenny  Jackson  Williams, 

of  North  Carolina,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  on  the  Humanities  for  a  term  expiring 
January  26,  1996,  vice  Mary  Josephine  Conrad 
Cresimore,  term  expired. 

Frederick  Vreeland, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  Ambassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco. 

Withdrawn  November  15 

Eric  I.  Garfinkel, 

of  Maryland,  to  be  Under  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce  for  Export  Administration,  vice  Dennis 
Edward  Kloske,  resigned,  which  was  sent  to  the 
Senate  on  June  24,  1991. 

Carol  Iannone, 

of  New  York,  to  be  a  member  of  the  National 
Council  on  the  Humanities  for  a  term  expiring 
January  26,  1996,  vice  Mary  Josephine  Conrad 
Cresimore,  term  expired,  which  was  sent  to  the 
Senate  January  23,  1991. 


Submitted  November  18 
John  Hubert  Kelly, 

of  Georgia,  a  career  member  of  the  Senior  For¬ 
eign  Service,  Class  of  Minister-Counselor,  to  be 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Republic  of 
Finland. 

Submitted  November  19 
Paul  J.  Kelly,  Jr., 

of  New  Mexico,  to  be  U.S.  Circuit  Judge  for  the 
Tenth  Circuit  (new  position). 

Submitted  November  20 

James  Buchanan  Busey  IV, 

of  Illinois,  to  be  Deputy  Secretary  of  Transporta¬ 
tion,  vice  Elaine  L.  Chao. 

Robert  Edward  Grady, 

of  New  Jersey,  to  be  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  vice  William 
M.  Diefenderfer  III,  resigned. 

Henry  Edward  Hudson, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Director  of  the  U.S.  Marshals 
Service,  vice  K.  Michael  Moore. 

G.O.  Griffith,  Jr., 

of  Mississippi,  to  be  Assistant  Secretary  for  Inter¬ 
governmental  and  Interagency  Affairs,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education,  vice  Michelle  Easton. 

Carlos  Bea, 

of  California,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Northern  District  of  California  (new  position). 

Timothy  D.  Leonard, 

of  Oklahoma,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Western  District  of  Oklahoma,  vice  Layn  R.  Phil¬ 
lips,  resigned. 

Robert  E.  Payne, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  East¬ 
ern  District  of  Virginia,  vice  J.  Calvitt  Clarke,  Jr., 
retired. 

Ewing  Werlein,  Jr., 

of  Texas,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  South¬ 
ern  District  of  Texas  (new  position). 

Submitted  November  21 

Trevor  Alexander  McClurg  Potter, 
of  Virginia,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Federal  Elec¬ 
tion  Commission  for  a  term  expiring  April  30, 
1997,  vice  Thomas  John  Josefiak,  term  expired. 
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Scott  E.  Thomas, 

of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Federal  Election  Commission  for  a  term  ex¬ 
piring  April  30,  1997  (reappointment). 

Submitted  November  22 

Anita  A.  Brody, 

of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  (new  position). 

Jerry  Ralph  Curry, 

of  Virginia,  to  be  Administrator  of  the  Federal 
Aviation  Administration,  vice  James  Buchanan 
Busey  IV. 

Scott  M.  Spangler, 

of  Arizona,  to  be  Associate  Administrator  of  the 
Agency  for  International  Development  (Oper¬ 
ations),  vice  C.  Anson  Franklin,  resigned. 

Submitted  November  26 

James  B.  Franklin, 

of  Georgia,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Georgia,  vice  Anthony  A. 
Alaimo,  retired. 


Eduardo  C.  Robreno, 

of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  vice  Louis  H. 
Poliak,  retired. 

Ursula  Mancusi  Ungaro, 

of  Florida,  to  be  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  South¬ 
ern  District  of  Florida,  a  new  position  created  by 
Public  Law  101-650,  approved  December  1, 
1990. 

David  James  Jordan, 

of  Utah,  to  be  United  States  Attorney  for  the 
District  of  Utah  for  a  term  of  4  years,  vice  Dee  V. 
Benson,  resigned. 

The  following  named  persons  to  be  Commission¬ 
ers  of  the  United  States  Parole  Commission  for 
the  remainder  of  terms  expiring  November  1, 
1997: 

Edward  F.  Reilly,  of  Kansas,  vice  Benjamin  F. 
Baer. 

John  R.  Simpson,  of  Maryland,  vice  Cameron 
M.  Batjer,  resigned. 
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The  following  list  contains  releases  of  the  Office 
of  the  Press  Secretary  which  are  not  included  in 
this  book. 

Released  July  2 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  visit  of  President  Roh  Tae 
Woo  of  the  Republic  of  Korea — by  Richard  Solo¬ 
mon,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Asian  and 
Pacific  Affairs 

Released  July  3 

Announcement: 

Presidential  Citizen’s  Medals  citations 
Announcement: 

Presidential  Medals  of  Freedom  citations 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  dedication  ceremony  of  Mount 
Rushmore  National  Memorial  in  South  Dakota 

Released  July  4 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  an  Independence  Day  celebration  in 
Marshfield,  MO 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  an  Independence  Day  celebration  in 
Grand  Rapids,  MI 

Released  July  8 

Announcement: 

National  Medal  of  Arts  recipients 
Fact  sheet: 

National  Medal  of  Arts 
Released  July  9 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  presentation  ceremony  for  the 
National  Medal  of  Arts 

Announcement: 

National  Medal  of  Arts  citations 

Announcement: 

Presidential  Citations  recipients 


Released  July  10 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  upcoming  London  econom¬ 
ic  summit — by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas 
F.  Brady 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  removal  of  sanctions  against 
South  Africa — by  Herman  J.  Cohen,  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  African  Affairs 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  upcoming  London  econom¬ 
ic  summit  and  the  President’s  trip  to  Greece  and 
Turkey — by  Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III 

Released  July  14 

Announcement: 

Declaration  of  the  Legion  of  Merit,  Degree  of 
Chief  Commander,  award  recipients 

Released  Ju  ly  15 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  opening  session  of  the 
London  economic  summit — by  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady 

Released  July  16 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  economic  issues  related  to  the 
London  economic  summit — by  David  C.  Mulford, 
Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  International 
Affairs 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  London  economic  summit — 
by  Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III 

Released  July  18 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  arrival  ceremony  in  Athens, 
Greece 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  Greek  Parliament  in  Athens 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  state  dinner  in  Athens,  Greece 
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Released  July  19 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  United  States  and  Greek  armed 
forces  in  Souda  Bay,  Crete 

Released  July  20 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  arrival  ceremony  in  Ankara, 
Turkey 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  dinner  hosted  by  President  Turgut 
Ozal  in  Istanbul,  Turkey 

Released  July  23 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Wayne  R.  Andersen  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  Illinois 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Lacey  A.  Collier  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  Florida 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Anne  C.  Conway  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Middle  District  of  Florida 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Stewart  R.  Dalzell  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Ronald  E.  Longstaff  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Iowa 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  John  W.  Lungstrum  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  District  of  Kansas 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Terry  R.  Means  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  Texas 

Fact  sheet: 

The  President’s  Commission  on  Environmental 
Quality 

Released  July  24 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  visit  of  President  Robert 
Mugabe  of  Zimbabwe — by  Herman  J.  Cohen,  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  State  for  African  Affairs 

Released  July  25 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Antiochian  Orthodox  Christian 
Church  annual  convention  in  Arlington,  VA 


Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Edmund  Kavanagh  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  New  York 

Released  July  26 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  economy — by  Michael  J. 
Boskin,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Sandra  S.  Beckwith  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Ohio 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Jay  C.  Waldman  to  be  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  Judge  for  the  Third  Circuit 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Kevin  C.  Potter  to  be  U.S.  Attor¬ 
ney  for  the  Western  District  of  Wisconsin 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Mary  L.  Parell  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  District  of  New  Jersey 

Announcement: 

Reappointment  of  Robert  Q.  Whitwell  to  be  U.S. 
Attorney  for  the  Northern  District  of  Mississippi 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  William  D.  Hyslop  to  be  U.S.  At¬ 
torney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Washington 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Monti  L.  Belot  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  District  of  Kansas 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Richard  Cullen  to  be  U.S.  Attor¬ 
ney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia 

Fact  sheet: 

President  Bush’s  proposed  California  Public 
Lands  Wilderness  Act 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Ronald  M.  Whyte  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  California 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  David  C.  Bramlette  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Missis¬ 
sippi 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Thomas  E.  Sholts  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Florida 
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Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  upcoming  summit  in 
Moscow — by  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs 

Released  July  30 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  arrival  ceremony  in  Moscow 
Transcript: 

Interview  of  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  National  Security  Affairs,  by  Paula 
Zahn,  CBS  News 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Moscow  State  Institute  for  Inter¬ 
national  Relations 

Fact  sheet: 

Memorandum  of  understanding  concerning  coop¬ 
eration  on  civil  aviation  security 

Fact  sheet: 

Defense  conversion 

Fact  sheet: 

Memorandum  of  understanding  on  disaster  assist¬ 
ance 

Fact  sheet: 

Agreement  on  emergency  medical  supplies  and 
related  assistance 

Fact  sheet: 

Energy  sector  cooperation 

Fact  sheet: 

Food  distribution 

Fact  sheet: 

Memorandum  of  understanding  on  housing  and 
economic  development 

Fact  sheet: 

Special  association  of  the  Soviet  Union 
Fact  sheet: 

Soviet-U.S.  tax  and  investment  treaties 
Fact  sheet: 

U.S.  technical  assistance  for  the  Soviet  Union 
Fact  sheet: 

Protocol  on  technical  economic  cooperation 
Fact  sheet: 

Soviet-U.S.  trade  agreement 
Fact  sheet: 

Restriction  on  trade,  credit,  and  credit  guaran¬ 
tees  to  the  Soviet  Union 


Announcement: 

Upcoming  U.S.  Department  of  Energy-sponsored 
workshop  with  the  Soviet  Union  on  fossil  fuel 
technologies 

Released  July  31 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  Soviet  and  U.S.  businessmen  in 
Moscow 

Transcript- 

Interview  of  Barbara  Bush  by  Steve  Fox,  ABC 
News 

Transcript: 

Interview  of  Barbara  Bush  by  Paula  Zahn,  CBS 
News 

Transcript: 

Interview  of  Barbara  Bush  by  Jim  Miklaszewski, 
NBC  News 

Transcript: 

Interview  of  Barbara  Bush  by  Bernard  Shaw, 
CNN  News 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  START  treaty — by  Linton 
Brooks,  Head  of  the  U.S.  Delegation  to  the  Nu¬ 
clear  and  Space  Talks 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  signing  ceremony  for  the  Strate¬ 
gic  Arms  Reduction  Treaty  in  Moscow 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  dinner  hosted  by  President  Bush  in 
Moscow 

Fact  sheet: 

Initiatives  on  expanded  space  cooperation 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  David  R.  Hansen  to  be  U.S.  Cir¬ 
cuit  Judge  for  the  Eighth  Circuit 

Released  A  ugust  1 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  departure  ceremony  in  Moscow 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  luncheon  in  Kiev,  Soviet  Union 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  Republic 
of  the  Ukraine  in  Kiev,  Soviet  Union 

Joint  statement: 

Yugoslavia 
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Joint  statement: 

Middle  East 

Joint  statement: 

Cooperation  in  Central  America 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Garland  E.  Burrell,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Califor¬ 
nia 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  C.  Wesley  Phinney,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S. 
Marshal  for  the  District  of  Maine 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Philip  G.  Reinhard  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  Illinois 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Julie  E.  Carnes  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  Georgia 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Jon  P.  McCalla  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Western  District  of  Tennessee 

Released  August  2 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  David  A.  Faber  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  West  Virginia 

Released  August  6 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  kickoff  ceremony  for  the  eighth 
annual  National  Night  Out  Against  Crime  in  Ar¬ 
lington,  VA 

Released  August  9 

Fact  sheet: 

Protecting  America’s  wetlands 
Released  August  13 
Fact  sheet: 

National  security  strategy  report 
Released  August  14 
Announcement: 

Statement  by  John  H.  Sununu,  Chief  of  Staff  to 
the  President,  on  the  death  of  Gov.  Richard  A. 
Snelling  of  Vermont 

Released  August  19 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  attempted  coup  in  the 
Soviet  Union — by  Brent  Scowcroft,  Assistant  to 
the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs 


Released  August  22 
Fact  sheet: 

Reduction  of  Bolivia’s  debt 

Released  August  23 
Fact  sheet: 

Reduction  of  Jamaica’s  debt 
Released  August  27 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  situation  in  the  Soviet 
Union — by  Robert  S.  Strauss,  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
the  Soviet  Union 

Released  September  2 

Fact  sheet: 

Food  assistance  for  the  U.S.S.R. 

Fact  sheet: 

Expanded  medical  assistance  program  for  the 
U.S.S.R. 

Released  September  4 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Jerry  G.  Cunningham  to  be  U.S. 
Attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Tennessee 

Released  September  6 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  National  Association  of  Towns 
and  Townships 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  economy — by  Michael 
Boskin,  Chairman  of  the  President’s  Council  of 
Economic  Advisers 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Nancy  G.  Edmunds  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michi¬ 
gan 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  David  W.  McKeague  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Western  District  of  Michi¬ 
gan 

Released  September  9 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Joe  B.  McDade  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Central  District  of  Illinois 
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Released  September  10 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  visit  of  President  Abdou 
Diouf  of  Senegal — by  Herman  J.  Cohen,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  African  Affairs 

Released  September  11 

Fact  sheet: 

Housing  guaranty  program  for  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe 

Fact  sheet: 

U.S.  assistance  to  Poland 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Franklin  S.  Van  Antwerpen  to  be 
U.S.  Circuit  Judge  for  the  Third  District  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Stan  Scott  tribute  dinner 
Released  September  12 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  National  Association  of  Broadcast¬ 
ers  annual  radio  convention 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Medical  Center  in  Philadelphia,  PA 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  for  senatorial 
candidate  Dick  Thornburgh  in  Philadelphia,  PA 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  Disabled  American  Veterans 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Frederick  J.  Scullin,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  New 
York 

Released  September  16 
Fact  sheet: 

Establishment  of  Presidential  Faculty  Fellows 
Program 

Released  September  1 7 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  visit  of  President  Alberto 
Fujimori  of  Peru — by  Bernard  W.  Aronson,  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Inter-American  Af¬ 
fairs 

Announcement: 

Foreign  acquisition  of  Timeplex,  Inc. 


Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  families  of  British  soldiers  killed 
during  the  Persian  Gulf  conflict 

Released  September  18 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  upon  arrival  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  staff  of  the  Primary  Children’s 
Medical  Center  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

Fact  sheet: 

Healthy  Start  initiative 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  fundraising 
dinner  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

Released  September  19 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  fundraising  breakfast  for  Senator 
Bob  Packwood  in  Portland,  OR 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  for  Senator  John 
Seymour  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 

Fact  sheet: 

Interstate  105,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
Released  September  20 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  United 
States  Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Chica¬ 
go,  IL 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Emmet  Gael  Sullivan  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Court 
of  Appeals 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  John  M.  Roll  to  be  United  States 
District  Judge  for  the  District  of  Arizona 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Reggie  Barnett  Walton  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia 

Released  September  23 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  President’s  meeting  with 
United  Nations  Secretary-General  Javier  Perez  de 
Cuellar — by  John  Bolton,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  International  Organizations 
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Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  President  Bush’s  meeting  with 
Presidents  Fernando  Collor  de  Mello  of  Brazil 
and  Alfredo  Cristiani  Buckard  of  El  Salvador — by 
Bernard  Aronson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
Inter-American  Affairs 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  President  Bush’s  meeting  with 
President  Roh  Tae  Woo  of  the  Republic  of 
Korea — by  Richard  Solomon,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  for  East  Asian  and  Pacific  Affairs 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Steven  D.  Merryday  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Middle  District  of  Florida 

Released  September  24 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  President  Bush’s  meeting  with 
President  Norodom  Sihanouk  of  Cambodia — by 
Richard  Solomon,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
East  Asian  and  Pacific  Affairs 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  his  meeting  with  President 
Bush — by  Foreign  Minister  Boris  Pankin  of  the 
Soviet  Union 

Released  September  26 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  state  visit  of  King  Hassan  II 
of  Morocco — by  Frederick  Vreeland,  Deputy  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Near  Eastern  and 
South  Asian  Affairs 

Released  September  27 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Ernest  Wilson  Williams  to  be  U.S. 
Attorney  for  the  Middle  District  of  Tennessee 

Fact  sheet: 

Presidential  initiative  on  nuclear  arms 
Released  September  30 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Points  of  Light  celebration  in 
Orlando,  FL 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Beacon  Council  annual  meeting 
in  Miami,  FL 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  for  Gov.  Buddy 
Roemer  in  New  Orleans,  LA 


Released  October  1 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  two  Judges  of  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Military  Appeals 

Released  October  2 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  12th  annual  Crime  Stoppers 
International  Conference  in  Louisville,  KY 

Released  October  4 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  K.  Michael  Moore  to  be  United 
States  District  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of 
Florida 

Released  October  10 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  visit  of  President  Calderon 
of  Costa  Rica — by  Bernard  Aronson,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  Inter-American  Affairs 

Released  October  15 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  the  National  Law 
Enforcement  Officers  Memorial 

Released  October  18 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  Middle  East  peace  confer¬ 
ence — by  Press  Secretary  Marlin  Fitzwater 

Announcement- 

Nomination  of  Lillian  R.  BeVier  to  be  U.S.  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  Judge  for  the  Fourth  Circuit  of  Virgin¬ 
ia 

Released  October  21 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Terrence  W.  Boyle  to  be  U.S.  Cir¬ 
cuit  Judge  for  the  Fourth  Circuit 

Released  October  22 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Robert  L.  Echols  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Middle  District  of  Tennessee 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Thomas  K.  Moore  to  be  a  Judge  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  Virgin  Islands 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Henry  C.  Morgan,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia 
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Fact  sheet: 

U.S.  assistance  to  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal 
Republic 

Statement: 

Investigation  of  the  Bank  of  Credit  and  Com¬ 
merce  International 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  visit  of  President  Vaclav 
Havel  of  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Federal  Repub¬ 
lic — by  Thomas  Niles,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
for  European  and  Canadian  Affairs 

Released  October  23 

Fact  sheet: 

Executive  order  on  civil  justice  reform 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Veterans  of  the  Office  of  Strate¬ 
gic  Services  dinner 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Kevin  V.  Schieffer  to  be  U.S.  At¬ 
torney  for  the  District  of  South  Dakota 

Released  October  24 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Jimm  Larry  Hendren  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Western  District  of  Arkan¬ 
sas 

Released  October  25 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  civil  rights  legislation — by  C. 
Boyden  Gray,  Counsel  to  the  President 

Released  October  30 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  Middle  East  peace  confer¬ 
ence — by  Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III 

Released  October  31 

Announcement: 

Presidential  Medals  for  Environmental  Achieve¬ 
ments 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  the  Bush-Quayle  fundraising  dinner 
in  Houston,  TX 

Released  November  1 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  Marlow  Industries  employees  in 
Dallas,  TX 


Released  November  4 
Transcript: 

Remarks  by  former  President  Richard  Nixon  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Ronald  Reagan  Presidential 
Library  in  Simi  Valley,  CA 

Transcript: 

Remarks  by  former  President  Gerald  Ford  at  the 
dedication  of  the  Ronald  Reagan  Presidential  Li¬ 
brary  in  Simi  Valley,  CA 

Transcript: 

Remarks  by  former  President  Jimmy  Carter  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Ronald  Reagan  Presidential 
Library  in  Simi  Valley,  CA 

Transcript: 

Remarks  by  former  President  Ronald  Reagan  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Ronald  Reagan  Presidential 
Library  in  Simi  Valley,  CA 

Released  November  5 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Morris  S.  Arnold  to  be  United 
States  Circuit  Judge  for  the  Eighth  Circuit 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Roderick  R.  McKelvie  to  be 
United  States  District  Judge  for  the  District  of 
Delaware 

Announcement : 

Nomination  of  John  R.  Padova  to  be  United 
States  District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  NATO  summit — by  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III 

Released  November  7 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  NATO  summit 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  NATO  summit— by  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III 

Released  November  8 

Fact  sheet: 

NATO  summit 

Fact  sheet: 

Highlights  of  principal  initiatives 
Fact  sheet: 

NATO’s  new  strategic  concept 
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Fact  sheet: 

Expanding  and  institutionalizing  the  liaison  pro¬ 
gram 

Fact  sheet: 

Developments  in  the  Soviet  Union 
Fact  sheet: 

Strengthening  the  European  identity  in  security 
and  defense 

Fact  sheet: 

Further  strengthening  of  the  CSCE 
Released  November  9 
Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  luncheon  hosted  by  Prime  Minister 
Ruud  Lubbers  of  The  Netherlands  in  The  Hague 

Joint  statement: 

European  Community-U.S.  statement  on  peaceful 
and  democratic  transformation  in  Eastern 
Europe 

Joint  statement: 

European  Community-U.S.  statement  on  arms 
transfer  register 

Released  November  12 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  George  L.  O’Connell  to  be  U.S. 
Attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  California 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Andrew  P.  O’Rourke  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  New 
York 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  Asia  Society  in  New  York  City 

Released  November  13 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Joseph  E.  Irenas  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  District  of  New  Jersey 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Donald  J.  Stohr  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Missouri 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Francis  A.  Keating  II,  to  be  U.S. 
Circuit  Judge  for  the  Tenth  Circuit  of  Oklahoma 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Tony  M.  Graham  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  Oklahoma 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  William  B.  Traxler,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  District  of  South  Carolina 


Announcement : 

Nomination  of  Ira  DeMent  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Middle  District  of  Alabama 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  in 
Kansas  City,  MO 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  for  Senator 
Christopher  S.  Bond  in  St.  Louis,  MO 

Released  November  19 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  luncheon  for  the  National  Republi¬ 
can  Congressional  Committee 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Paul  J.  Kelly,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S.  Circuit 
Judge  for  the  Tenth  Circuit 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Carlos  Bea  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Northern  District  of  California 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Timothy  D.  Leonard  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Western  District  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Robert  E.  Payne  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Ewing  Werlein,  Jr.,  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Texas 

Released  November  22 

Announcement : 

Nomination  of  Anita  A.  Brody  to  be  U.S.  District 
Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania 

Released  November  25 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Ursula  Mancusi  Ungaro  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Florida 

Released  November  26 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  James  B.  Franklin  to  be  U.S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Georgia 

Announcement: 

Nomination  of  David  J.  Jordan  to  be  U.S.  Attor¬ 
ney  for  the  District  of  Utah 
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Announcement: 

Nomination  of  Eduardo  C.  Robreno  to  be  U.S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania 

Released  December  5 

Fact  sheet: 

Acceleration  Project 

Released  December  6 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  resignation  of  John  H. 
Sununu,  Chief  of  Staff  to  the  President 

Released  December  7 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  Pearl  Harbor  Survivors  Associa¬ 
tion  in  Honolulu,  HI 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  at  a  ceremony  commemorating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  Pearl  Harbor 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  World  War  II  veterans  and  families 
in  Honolulu,  HI 

Released  December  9 

Fact  sheet: 

High-performance  computing  and  communica¬ 
tions 

Released  December  12 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  meeting  with  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Constantinos  Mitsotakis  of  Greece — by 
Thomas  Niles,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Eu¬ 
ropean  and  Canadian  Affairs 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  North  American  free  trade 
agreement  negotiations — by  Carla  A.  Hills,  U.S. 
Trade  Representative 


Released  December  13 
Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Re¬ 
publics — by  Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker  III 

Released  December  16 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  on  signing  the  proclamation  commemo¬ 
rating  the  bicentennial  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  in 
Orange  County,  VA 

Released  December  18 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  on  signing  the  Intermodal  Surface 
Transportation  Efficiency  Act  of  1991 

Advance  text: 

Remarks  to  the  American  Association  of  State 
Highway  and  Transportation  Officials  in  Dallas, 
TX 

Fact  sheet: 

Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act 

Released  December  20 

Transcript: 

Press  briefing  on  the  President’s  trip  to  Australia, 
Singapore,  Korea,  and  Japan — by  Chief  of  Staff 
Samuel  K.  Skinner  and  Secretary  of  Commerce 
Robert  A.  Mosbacher 

Released  December  25 

Advance  text: 

Address  to  the  Nation  on  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States 

Released  December  26 

Fact  sheet: 

U.S.  Policy  on  Foreign  Direct  Investment 
Announcement: 

Nomination  of  four  Associate  Judges  of  the  Supe¬ 
rior  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
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Approved  July  2 

H.R.  2332  /  Public  Law  102-65 
To  amend  the  Immigration  Act  of  1990  to  extend 
for  4  months  the  application  deadline  for  special 
temporary  protected  status  for  Salvadorans 

H.J.  Res.  259  /  Public  Law  102-66 

Designating  July  2,  1991,  as  “National  Literacy 

Day” 

Approved  July  9 

H.R.  749  /  Public  Law  102-67 
To  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
accept  a  donation  of  land  for  addition  to  the 
Ocmulgee  National  Monument  in  the  State  of 
Georgia 

HJ.  Res.  72  /  Public  Law  102-68 
To  designate  December  7,  1991,  as  “National 
Pearl  Harbor  Remembrance  Day” 

Approved  July  10 

H.J.  Res.  138  /  Public  Law  102-69 
Designating  the  week  beginning  July  21,  1991,  as 
“Lyme  Disease  Awareness  Week” 

H.J.  Res.  149  /  Public  Law  102-70 
Designating  March  1991  and  March  1992  both  as 
“Women’s  History  Month” 

S.  674  /  Public  Law  102-71 
To  designate  the  building  in  Monterey,  Tennes¬ 
see,  which  houses  the  primary  operations  of  the 
United  States  Postal  Service  as  the  “J.E.  (Eddie) 
Russell  Post  Office  Building”,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses 

Approved  July  23 

H.J.  Res.  255  /  Public  Law  102-72 
Designating  the  week  beginning  July  21,  1991,  as 
the  “Korean  War  Veterans  Remembrance  Week” 

Approved  July  25 

H.R.  751  /  Public  Law  102-73 
National  Literacy  Act  of  1991 

Approved  July  26 

H.J.  Res.  279  /  Public  Law  102-74 

To  declare  it  to  be  the  policy  of  the  United  States 

that  there  should  be  a  renewed  and  sustained 


commitment  by  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  American  people  to  the  importance  of  adult 
education 

H.R.  427  /  Public  Law  102-75 
To  disclaim  any  interests  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  lands  on  San  Juan  Island,  Washington, 
and  for  other  purposes 

H.R.  998  /  Public  Law  102-76 
To  designate  the  building  in  Vacherie,  Louisiana, 
which  houses  the  primary  operations  of  the 
United  States  Postal  Service  as  the  “John  Richard 
Haydel  Post  Office  Building” 

H.R.  2347  /  Public  Law  102-77 
To  redesignate  the  Midland  General  Mail  Facility 
in  Midland,  Texas,  as  the  “Carl  O.  Hyde  General 
Mail  Facility”,  and  for  other  purposes 

Approved  August  2 

S.J.  Res.  121  /  Public  Law  102-78 
Designating  September  12,  1991,  as  “National 
D.A.R.E.  Day” 

Approved  August  6 

H.J.  Res.  181  /  Public  Law  102-79 
Designating  the  third  Sunday  of  August  of  1991 
as  “National  Senior  Citizens  Day” 

S.J.  Res.  40  /  Public  Law  102-80 

Designating  the  week  beginning  September  8, 

1991,  and  the  week  beginning  September  6, 

1992,  each  as  “National  Historically  Black  Col¬ 
leges  Week” 

S.J.  Res.  142  /  Public  Law  102-81 

To  designate  the  week  beginning  July  28,  1991, 

as  “National  Juvenile  Arthritis  Awareness  Week” 

H.R.  153  /  Public  Law  102-82 
To  amend  title  38,  United  States  Code,  to  make 
miscellaneous  administrative  and  technical  im¬ 
provements  in  the  operation  of  the  United  States 
Court  of  Veterans  Appeals,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses 

H.R.  2525  /  Public  Law  102-83 

Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Codification  Act 
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Approved  August  10 

H.R.  1779  /  Public  Law  102-84 
To  designate  the  Federal  building  being  con¬ 
structed  at  77  West  Jackson  Boulevard  in  Chica¬ 
go,  Illinois,  as  the  “Ralph  H.  Metcalfe  Federal 
Building” 

S.J.  Res.  179  /  Public  Law  102-85 
To  designate  the  week  beginning  August  25, 
1991,  as  “National  Parks  Week” 

Approved  August  14 

H.R.  1047  /  Public  Law  102-86 

Veterans*  Benefits  Programs  Improvement  Act  of 

1991 

H.R.  1448  /  Public  Law  102-87 
To  amend  the  Act  of  May  12,  1920  (41  Stat.  596), 
to  allow  the  city  of  Pocatello,  Idaho,  to  use  cer¬ 
tain  lands  for  a  correctional  facility  for  women, 
and  for  other  purposes 

H.R.  1455  /  Public  Law  102-88 

Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year  1991 

H.R.  2031  /  Public  Law  102-89 

Rural  Telephone  Cooperative  Associations  ERISA 

Amendments  Act  of  1991 

H.R.  2506  /  Public  Law  102-90 
Legislative  Branch  Appropriations  Act,  1992 

H.R.  2901  /  Public  Law  102-91 

To  authorize  the  transfer  by  lease  of  4  naval 

vessels  to  the  Government  of  Greece 

H.J.  Res.  166  /  Public  Law  102-92 
To  designate  September  13,  1991,  as  “Commo¬ 
dore  John  Barry  Day” 

H.J.  Res.  264  /  Public  Law  102-93 
Designating  August  1,  1991,  as  “Helsinki  Human 
Rights  Day’* 

H.J.  Res.  309  /  Public  Law  102-94 
Designating  August  29,  1991,  as  “National  Sar¬ 
coidosis  Awareness  Day” 

S.  1593  /  Public  Law  102-95 
National  Commission  on  Libraries  and  Informa¬ 
tion  Science  Act  Amendments  of  1991 

S.  1594  /  Public  Law  102-96 

Terry  Beirn  Community  Based  AIDS  Research 

Initiative  Act  of  1991 

S.J.  Res.  72  /  Public  Law  102-97 
To  designate  the  week  of  September  15,  1991, 
through  September  21,  1991,  as  “National  Reha¬ 
bilitation  Week” 


Approved  August  17 

H.R.  904  /  Public  Law  102-98 

African  American  History  Landmark  Theme 

Study  Act 

H.R.  991  /  Public  Law  102-99 
Defense  Production  Act  Extension  and  Amend¬ 
ments  of  1991 

H.R.  1006  /  Public  Law  102-100 

Federal  Maritime  Commission  Authorization  Act 

of  1991 

H.R.  1143  /  Public  Law  102-101 

To  authorize  a  study  of  nationally  significant 

places  in  American  labor  history 

H.R.  2123  /  Public  Law  102-102 

District  of  Columbia  Budgetary  Efficiency  Act  of 

1991 

H.R.  2313  /  Public  Law  102-103 
To  amend  the  School  Dropout  Demonstration  As¬ 
sistance  Act  of  1988  to  extend  authorization  of 
appropriations  through  fiscal  year  1993,  and  for 
other  purposes 

H.R.  2427  /  Public  Law  102-104 

Energy  and  Water  Development  Appropriations 

Act,  1992 

H.R.  2968  /  Public  Law  102-105 

To  waive  the  period  of  Congressional  review  for 

certain  District  of  Columbia  acts 

H.R.  2969  /  Public  Law  102-106 
District  of  Columbia  Emergency  Deficit  Reduc¬ 
tion  Act  of  1991 

H.R.  3201  /  Public  Law  102-107 

Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act  of 

1991 

S.  1608  /  Public  Law  102-108 
To  make  Technical  Amendments  to  the  Nutrition 
Information  and  Labeling  Act,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses 

Approved  September  30 

H.J.  Res.  332  /  Public  Law  102-109 

Making  continuing  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 

year  1992,  and  for  other  purposes 

Approved  October  1 

S.  296  /  Public  Law  102-110 

Armed  Forces  Immigration  Adjustment  Act  of 

1991 
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H.R.  3291  /  Public  Law  102-111 
Making  appropriations  for  the  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  other  activities  chargea¬ 
ble  in  whole  or  in  part  against  the  revenues  of 
said  District  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1992,  and  for  other  purposes 

Approved  October  3 

HJ.  Res.  23  /  Public  Law  102-112 
To  authorize  the  President  to  issue  a  proclama¬ 
tion  designating  each  of  the  weeks  beginning  on 
November  24,  1991,  and  November  22,  1992,  as 
“National  Family  Week” 

HJ.  Res.  233  /  Public  Law  102-113 
Designating  September  20,  1991,  as  “National 
POW/MIA  Recognition  Day”,  and  authorizing 
display  of  the  National  League  of  Families  POW  / 
MIA  flag 

S.J.  Res.  73  /  Public  Law  102-114 
Designating  October  1991  as  “National  Domestic 
Violence  Awareness  Month” 

SJ.  Res.  125  /  Public  Law  102-115 
To  designate  October  1991  as  “Polish-American 
Heritage  Month” 

S.J.  Res.  126  /  Public  Law  102-116 
To  designate  the  second  Sunday  in  October  of 

1991  as  “National  Children’s  Day” 

SJ.  Res.  151  /  Public  Law  102-117 
To  designate  October  6,  1991,  and  October  6, 
1992,  as  “German- American  Day” 

Approved  October  4 

S.  363  /  Public  Law  102-118 
To  authorize  the  addition  of  15  acres  to  Morris¬ 
town  National  Historical  Park 

Approved  October  7 

S.  1106  /  Public  Law  102-119 

Individuals  with  Disabilities  Education  Act 

Amendments  of  1991 

S.J.  Res.  95  /  Public  Law  102-120 
Designating  October  1991  as  “National  Breast 
Cancer  Awareness  Month” 

Approved  October  8 

SJ.  Res.  78  /  Public  Law  102-121 

To  designate  the  month  of  November  1991  and 

1992  as  “National  Hospice  Month” 

S.J.  Res.  156  /  Public  Law  102-122 
To  designate  the  week  of  October  6,  1991, 
through  October  12,  1991,  as  “Mental  Illness 
Awareness  Week” 


Approved  October  9 

S.J.  Res.  172  /  Public  Law  102-123 
To  authorize  and  request  the  President  to  pro¬ 
claim  each  of  the  months  of  November  1991  and 
1992  as  “National  American  Indian  Heritage 
Month” 

S.  1773  /  Public  Law  102-124 
To  extend  until  October  18,  1991,  the  legislative 
reinstatement  of  the  power  of  Indian  tribes  to 
exercise  criminal  jurisdiction  over  Indians 

Approved  October  10 

H.J.  Res.  189  /  Public  Law  102-125 
Designating  October  8,  1991,  as  “National  Fire¬ 
fighters  Day” 

HJ.  Res.  305  /  Public  Law  102-126 
To  designate  the  month  of  October  1991,  as 
“Country  Music  Month” 

S.  868  /  Public  Law  102-127 

Veterans’  Educational  Assistance  Amendments  of 

1991 

SJ.  Res.  132  /  Public  Law  102-128 
To  designate  the  week  of  October  13,  1991, 
through  October  19,  1991,  as  “National  Radon 
Action  Week” 

Approved  October  15 

H.R.  2935  /  Public  Law  102-129 
To  designate  the  building  located  at  6600  Lorain 
Avenue  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  the  “Patrick  J. 
Patton  United  States  Post  Office  Building” 

Approved  October  17 

H.R.  2387  /  Public  Law  102-130 
Striped  Bass  Act  of  1991 

H.J.  Res.  303  /  Public  Law  102-131 

To  designate  October  1991  as  “Crime  Prevention 

Month” 

Approved  October  18 

H.R.  3259  /  Public  Law  102-132 
To  authorize  appropriations  for  drug  abuse  edu¬ 
cation  and  prevention  programs  relating  to  youth 
gangs  and  to  runaway  and  homeless  youth;  and 
for  other  purposes 

S.J.  Res.  107  /  Public  Law  102-133 
To  designate  October  15,  1991,  as  “National  Law 
Enforcement  Memorial  Dedication  Day” 
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Approved  October  21 

H.J.  Res.  230  /  Public  Law  102-134 
Designating  October  16,  1991,  and  October  16, 
1992,  each  as  “World  Food  Day” 

Approved  October  24 

H.R.  3280  /  Public  Law  102-135 
Decennial  Census  Improvement  Act  of  1991 

Approved  October  25 

H.R.  2426  /  Public  Law  102-136 

Military  Construction  Appropriations  Act,  1992 

Approved  October  28 

H.R.  972  /  Public  Law  102-137 
To  make  permanent  the  legislative  reinstate¬ 
ment,  following  the  decision  of  Duro  against 
Reina  (58  U.S.L.W.  4643,  May  29,  1990),  of  the 
power  of  Indian  tribes  to  exercise  criminal  juris¬ 
diction  over  Indians 

H.R.  1415  /  Public  Law  102-138 

Foreign  Relations  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Years 

1992  and  1993 

H.R.  2519  /  Public  Law  102-139 
Departments  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  and  Independent 
Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992 

H.R.  2608  /  Public  Law  102-140 
Departments  of  Commerce,  Justice,  and  State, 
the  Judiciary,  and  Related  Agencies  Appropria¬ 
tions  Act,  1992 

H.R.  2622  /  Public  Law  102-141 
Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General  Govern¬ 
ment  Appropriations  Act,  1992 

H.R.  2698  /  Public  Law  102-142 
Agriculture,  Rural  Development,  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  and  Related  Agencies  Appropria¬ 
tions  Act,  1992 

H.R.  2942  /  Public  Law  102-143 
Department  of  Transportation  and  Related  Agen¬ 
cies  Appropriations  Act,  1992 

H.J.  Res.  340  /  Public  Law  102-144 
To  designate  October  19  through  27,  1991  as 
“National  Red  Ribbon  Week  for  a  Drug-Free 
America” 

H.J.  Res.  360  /  Public  Law  102-145 

Making  further  continuing  appropriations  for  the 

fiscal  year  1992,  and  for  other  purposes 


S.J.  Res.  131  /  Public  Law  102-146 
Designating  October  1991  as  “National  Down 
Syndrome  Awareness  Month” 

S.J.  Res.  192  /  Public  Law  102-147 
Designating  October  30,  1991  as  “Refugee  Day” 

Approved  October  30 

H.R.  470  /  Public  Law  102-148 
To  authorize  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  to 
release  the  restrictions,  requirements,  and  condi¬ 
tions  imposed  in  connection  with  the  conveyance 
of  certain  lands  to  the  city  of  Gary,  Indiana 

S.J.  Res.  160  /  Public  Law  102-149 
Designating  the  week  beginning  October  20, 
1991,  as  “World  Population  Awareness  Week” 

Approved  October  31 

H.R.  1720  /  Public  Law  102-150 
District  of  Columbia  Mental  Health  Program  As¬ 
sistance  Act  of  1991 

Approved  November  5 

S.  1823  /  Public  Law  102-151 
To  amend  the  Veterans'  Benefit  and  Services  Act 
of  1988  to  authorize  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  to  use  for  the  operation  and  maintenance 
of  the  National  Memorial  Cemetery  of  Arizona 
funds  appropriated  during  fiscal  year  1992  for 
the  National  Cemetery  System 

Approved  November  12 

H.R.  1046  /  Public  Law  102-152 

Veterans’  Compensation  Rate  Amendments  of 

1991 

H.J.  Res.  280  /  Public  Law  102-153 
To  designate  the  week  beginning  November  10, 
1991,  as  “Hire  a  Veteran  Week” 

Approved  November  13 

H.R.  2686  /  Public  Law  102-154 
Department  of  the  Interior  and  Related  Agencies 
Appropriations  Act,  1992 

H.J.  Res.  175  /  Public  Law  102-155 
To  designate  the  weeks  beginning  December  1, 
1991,  and  November  29,  1992,  as  “National 
Home  Care  Week” 

H.J.  Res.  177  /  Public  Law  102-156 
To  designate  November  16,  1991,  as  “Dutch- 
American  Heritage  Day” 
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H.J.  Res.  281  /  Public  Law  102-157 
Approving  the  extension  of  nondiscriminatory 
treatment  with  respect  to  the  products  of  the 
Mongolian  People’s  Republic 

H.J.  Res.  282  /  Public  Law  102-158 
Approving  the  extension  of  nondiscriminatory 
treatment  with  respect  to  the  products  of  the 
People’s  Republic  of  Bulgaria 

S.  1848  /  Public  Law  102-159 

Dropout  Prevention  Technical  Correction 

Amendment  of  1991 

S.J.  Res.  36  /  Public  Law  102-160 
To  designate  the  months  of  November  1991,  and 
November  1992,  as  “National  Alzheimer’s  Dis¬ 
ease  Month” 

S.J.  Res.  145  /  Public  Law  102-161 
Designating  the  week  beginning  November  10, 
1991,  as  “National  Women  Veterans  Recognition 
Week” 

S.J.  Res.  188  /  Public  Law  102-162 
Designating  November  1991  as  “National  Red 
Ribbon  Month” 

Approved  November  15 

H.J.  Res.  374  /  Public  Law  102-163 

Making  further  continuing  appropriations  for  the 

fiscal  year  1 992,  and  for  other  purposes 

H.R.  3575  /  Public  Law  102-164 

Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act  of 

1991 

Approved  November  18 

H.J.  Res.  140  /  Public  Law  102-165 
Designating  November  19,  1991,  as  “National 
Philanthropy  Day” 

Approved  November  21 

S.  1745  /  Public  Law  102-166 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1991 

Approved  November  26 

H.R.  3350  /  Public  Law  102-167 
United  States  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  Reau¬ 
thorization  Act  of  1991 

H.R.  3402  /  Public  Law  102-168 
Health  Information,  Health  Promotion,  and  Vac¬ 
cine  Injury  Compensation  Amendments  of  1991 

H.J.  Res.  215  /  Public  Law  102-169 
Acknowledging  the  sacrifices  that  military  fami¬ 
lies  have  made  on  behalf  of  the  Nation  and  desig¬ 


nating  November  25,  1991,  as  “National  Military 
Families  Recognition  Day” 

H.R.  3839  /  Public  Law  102-170 
Departments  of  Labor,  Health  and  Human  Serv¬ 
ices,  and  Education,  and  Related  Agencies  Ap¬ 
propriations  Act,  1992 

S.  374  /  Public  Law  102-171 
Aroostook  Band  of  Micmacs  Settlement  Act 

H.R.  2521  /  Public  Law  102-172 
Department  of  Defense  Appropriations  Act,  1992 

Approved  November  27 

S.  1475  /  Public  Law  102-173 
Protection  and  Advocacy  for  Mentally  Ill  Individ¬ 
uals  Amendments  Act  of  1991 

S.J.  Res.  207  /  Public  Law  102-174 
To  designate  the  period  commencing  on  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1991,  and  ending  on  November  30,  1991, 
and  the  period  commencing  on  November  22, 
1992,  and  ending  on  November  28,  1992,  each  as 
“National  Adoption  Week” 

Approved  December  2 

H.R.  2270  /  Public  Law  102-175 
Senior  Executive  Service  Improvements  Act 

H.J.  Res.  125  /  Public  Law  102-176 
To  designate  the  week  beginning  November  24, 

1991,  and  the  week  beginning  November  22, 

1992,  each  as  “National  Family  Caregivers 
Week” 

H.J.  Res.  130  /  Public  Law  102-177 
Designating  January  1,  1992,  as  “National  Ellis 
Island  Day” 

H.J.  Res.  327  /  Public  Law  102-178 
Designating  1992  as  the  “Year  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico” 

S.  1568  /  Public  Law  102-179 
To  amend  the  Act  incorporating  The  American 
Legion  so  as  to  redefine  eligibility  for  member¬ 
ship  therein 

S.  1720  /  Public  Law  102-180 
Navajo-Hopi  Relocation  Housing  Program  Reau¬ 
thorization  Act  of  1991 

Approved  December  3 

H.R.  3728  /  Public  Law  102-181 
To  provide  for  a  6-month  extension  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Bicentennial  of  the  Constitution 
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Approved  December  4 

H.R.  1724  /  Public  Law  102-182 
To  provide  for  the  termination  of  the  application 
of  title  IV  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  to  Czechoslo¬ 
vakia  and  Hungary 

H.R.  2038  /  Public  Law  102-183 

Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year  1992 

H.R.  3394  /  Public  Law  102-184 

Tribal  Self-Governance  Demonstration  Project 

Act 

H.R.  3624  /  Public  Law  102-185 
To  amend  the  Tariff  Act  of  1930  to  provide  ap¬ 
propriate  procedures  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission 

S.  1563  /  Public  Law  102-186 
National  Sea  Grant  College  Program  Authoriza¬ 
tion  Act  of  1991 

S.J.  Res.  187  /  Public  Law  102-187 

To  make  a  technical  correction  in  Public  Law 

101-549 

S.J.  Res.  217  /  Public  Law  102-188 
To  authorize  and  request  the  President  to  pro¬ 
claim  1992  as  the  “Year  of  the  American  Indian” 

H.J.  Res.  201  /  Public  Law  102-189 
Designating  the  week  beginning  December  1, 

1991,  and  the  week  beginning  November  15, 

1992,  each  as  “Geography  Awareness  Week” 

Approved  December  5 

H.R.  2100  /  Public  Law  102-190 

National  Defense  Authorization  Act  for  Fiscal 

Years  1992  and  1993 

H.R.  2629  /  Public  Law  102-191 
Women’s  Business  Development  Act  of  1991 

S.J.  Res.  184  /  Public  Law  102-192 
Designating  the  month  of  November  1991,  as 
“National  Accessible  Housing  Month” 

Approved  December  6 

H.R.  3919  /  Public  Law  102-193 
To  temporarily  extend  the  Defense  Production 
Act  of  1950 

Approved  December  9 

S.  272  /  Public  Law  102-194 
High-Performance  Computing  Act  of  1991 

H.R.  1988  /  Public  Law  102-195 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 

Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year  1992 


H.R.  3370  /  Public  Law  102-196 
To  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  carry 
out  a  study  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
Congress  regarding  the  feasibility  of  establishing 
a  Native  American  cultural  center  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma 

H.J.  Res.  346  /  Public  Law  102-197 
Approving  the  extension  of  nondiscriminatory 
treatment  with  respect  to  the  products  of  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

S.  1284  /  Public  Law  102-198 
To  make  certain  technical  corrections  in  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Improvements  Act  of  1990  and  other  provi¬ 
sions  of  law  relating  to  the  courts 

Approved  December  10 

H.R.  525  /  Public  Law  102-199 
To  amend  the  Federal  charter  for  the  Boys’ 
Clubs  of  America  to  reflect  the  change  of  the 
name  of  the  organization  to  the  Boys  &  Girls 
Clubs  of  America 

H.R.  829  /  Public  Law  102-200 
To  amend  title  28,  United  States  Code,  to  make 
changes  in  the  composition  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Districts  of  Virginia 

H.R.  848  /  Public  Law  102-201 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument 

H.R.  990  /  Public  Law  102-202 
To  authorize  additional  appropriations  for  land 
acquisition  at  Monocacy  National  Battlefield, 
Maryland 

H.R.  3322  /  Public  Law  102-203 
To  designate  the  building  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
which  is  currently  known  as  the  Wellston  Station, 
as  the  “Gwen  B.  Giles  Post  Office  Building” 

H.R.  3531  /  Public  Law  102-204 

Patent  and  Trademark  Office  Authorization  Act 

of  1991 

H.R.  3709  /  Public  Law  102-205 

To  waive  the  period  of  Congressional  review  for 

certain  District  of  Columbia  acts 

H.J.  Res.  191  /  Public  Law  102-206 
Designating  January  5,  1992  through  January  11, 
1992  as  “National  Law  Enforcement  Training 
Week” 

H.J.  Res.  212  /  Public  Law  102-207 
To  designate  the  week  beginning  February  16, 
1992,  as  “National  Visiting  Nurse  Associations 
Week” 
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H.J.  Res.  300  /  Public  Law  102-208 
Designating  the  month  of  May  1992  as  “National 
Trauma  Awareness  Month” 

H.J.  Res.  356  /  Public  Law  102-209 
Designating  December  1991  as  “Bicentennial  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  Month” 

H.J.  Res.  372  /  Public  Law  102-210 
Designating  December  21,  1991,  as  “Basketball 
Centennial  Day” 

Approved  December  11 

H.R.  690  /  Public  Law  102-211 
To  authorize  the  National  Park  Service  to  acquire 
and  manage  the  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  Council 
House  National  Historic  Site,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses 

H.R.  794  /  Public  Law  102-212 
To  establish  the  Silvio  O.  Conte  National  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Refuge  along  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  for  other  purposes 

H.R.  948  /  Public  Law  102-213 
To  designate  the  United  States  courthouse  locat¬ 
ed  at  120  North  Henry  Street  in  Madison,  Wis¬ 
consin,  as  the  “Robert  W.  Kastenmeier  United 
States  Courthouse” 

H.R.  1099  /  Public  Law  102-214 
Lamprey  River  Study  Act  of  1991 

H.R.  3012  /  Public  Law  102-215 
White  Clay  Creek  Study  Act 

H.R.  3169  /  Public  Law  102-216 
To  lengthen  from  five  to  seven  years  the  expira¬ 
tion  period  applicable  to  legislative  authority  re¬ 
lating  to  construction  of  commemorative  works 
on  Federal  land  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
its  environs 

H.R.  3245  /  Public  Law  102-217 
Chattahoochee  National  Forest  Protection  Act  of 
1991 

H.R.  3327  /  Public  Law  102-218 
To  amend  title  38,  United  States  Code,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  designation  of  an  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  as  the 
Chief  Minority  Affairs  Officer  of  the  Department 

H.R.  3387  /  Public  Law  102-219 
To  amend  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation  Act  of  1972  to  authorize  ap¬ 
propriations  for  implementation  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  plan  for  Pennsylvania  Avenue  between  the 
Capitol  and  the  White  House,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses 


H.R.  3604  /  Public  Law  102-220 

Green  Spring  Acquisition  and  Protection  Act  of 

1991 

H.R.  3932  /  Public  Law  102-221 
To  improve  the  operational  efficiency  of  the 
James  Madison  Memorial  Fellowship  Foundation, 
and  for  other  purposes 

S.  2050  /  Public  Law  102-222 
To  ensure  that  the  ceiling  established  with  re¬ 
spect  to  health  education  assistance  loans  does 
not  prohibit  the  provision  of  Federal  loan  insur¬ 
ance  to  new  and  previous  borrowers  under  such 
loan  program,  and  for  other  purposes 

S.  2098  /  Public  Law  102-223 
To  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  Jerry  Ralph  Curry  to  the  Office  of  Adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration 

S.J.  Res.  198  /  Public  Law  102-224 
To  recognize  contributions  Federal  civilian  em¬ 
ployees  provided  during  the  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor  and  during  World  War  II 

H.R.  3881  /  Public  Law  102-225 
To  expand  the  boundaries  of  Stones  River  Na¬ 
tional  Battlefield,  Tennessee,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses 

H.R.  2105  /  Public  Law  102-226 
To  designate  an  area  as  the  “Myrtle  Foester 
Whitmire  Division  of  the  Aransas  National  Wild¬ 
life  Refuge” 

H.R.  3909  /  Public  Law  102-227 
Tax  Extension  Act  of  1991 

S.  159  /  Private  Law  102-1 
For  the  relief  of  Maria  Erica  Bartski 

Approved  December  12 

H.R.  3807  /  Public  Law  102-228 
Conventional  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty  Imple¬ 
mentation  Act  of  1991 

H.J.  Res.  157  /  Public  Law  102-229 
Dire  Emergency  Supplemental  Appropriations 
and  Transfers  for  Relief  From  the  Effects  of  Nat¬ 
ural  Disasters,  for  Other  Urgent  Needs,  and  for 
Incremental  Cost  of  ‘Operation  Desert  Shield/ 
Desert  Storm’  Act  of  1992 

H.R.  3576  /  Public  Law  102-230 
To  amend  the  Cranston-Gonzalez  National  Af¬ 
fordable  Housing  Act  to  reserve  assistance  under 
the  HOME  Investment  Partnerships  Act  for  cer¬ 
tain  insular  areas 
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H.R.  1476  /  Public  Law  102-231 

San  Carlos  Indian  Irrigation  Project  Divestiture 

Act  of  1991 

H.R.  3049  /  Public  Law  102-232 
Miscellaneous  and  Technical  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Amendments  of  1991 

H.R.  3435  /  Public  Law  102-233 
Resolution  Trust  Corporation  Refinancing,  Re¬ 
structuring,  and  Improvement  Act  of  1991 

H.R.  3595  /  Public  Law  102-234 

Medicaid  Voluntary  Contribution  and  Provider- 

Specific  Tax  Amendments  of  1991 

S.  367  /  Public  Law  102-235 
Nontraditional  Employment  for  Women  Act 

S.  1532  /  Public  Law  102-236 

Abandoned  Infants  Assistance  Act  Amendments 

of  1991 

H.R.  635  /  Private  Law  102-2 
For  the  relief  of  Abby  Cooke 

Approved  December  13 

H.R.  3029  /  Public  Law  102-237 

Food,  Agriculture,  Conservation,  and  Trade  Act 

Amendments  of  1991 


Approved  December  17 

S.  1193  /  Public  Law  102-238 

Technical  Amendments  to  Various  Indian  Laws 

Act  of  1991 

S.  1891  /  Public  Law  102-239 
To  permit  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  to  waive  certain  recovery  requirements 
with  respect  to  the  construction  or  remodeling  of 
facilities,  and  for  other  purposes 

Approved  December  18 

H.R.  2950  /  Public  Law  102-240 

Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act 

of  1991 

Approved  December  19 

H.R.  1776  /  Public  Law  102-241 
Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  1991 

S.  543  /  Public  Law  102-242 
Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  Improve¬ 
ment  Act  of  1991 

Approved  December  20 

S.  1462  /  Public  Law  102-243 
Telephone  Consumer  Protection  Act  of  1991 
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The  texts  of  the  proclamations  and  Executive  orders  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  (F.R.)  at  the 
citations  listed  below .  The  documents  are  also  printed  in  title  3  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations 
and  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presidential  Documents. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proc.  Date  Subject  56  F.R. 

No.  1991  Page 

6312  July  2  National  Literacy  Day,  1991 . 30855 

6313  July  9  To  Modify  Temporarily  the  Import  Quota  on  Peanuts . 31853 

6314  July  10  Lyme  Disease  Awareness  Week,  1991 . 32059 

6315  July  12  Captive  Nations  Week,  1991 . 32497 

6316  July  23  Korean  War  Veterans  Remembrance  Week,  1991 . 34139 

6317  July  24  Women’s  Equality  Day,  1991 . * . 35799 

6318  July  25  National  Juvenile  Arthritis  Awareness  Week,  1991 . 35991 

6319  July  31  Helsinki  Human  Rights  Day,  1991 . 37137 

6320  Aug.  2  Agreement  on  Trade  Relations  Between  the  United  States  of  America  and 

the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics . 37407 

6321  Aug.  12  National  Senior  Citizens  Day,  1991 . 40481 

6322  Aug.  15  National  Sarcoidosis  Awareness  Day,  1991 . 41279 

6323  Aug.  20  National  Rice  Month,  1991 . 41915 

6324  Aug.  20  National  Awareness  Month  for  Children  With  Cancer . . . 41917 

6325  Aug.  21  National  Park  Week,  1991 . . 41919 

6326  Aug.  22  National  Campus  Crime  and  Security  Awareness  Week,  1991 . 42521 

6327  Aug.  23  National  Rehabilitation  Week,  1991 . . . * . 42675 

6328  Aug.  26  Commodore  John  Barry  Day,  1991 . 42919 

6329  Sept.  3  Minority  Enterprise  Development  Week,  1991 . . . 43991 

6330  Sept.  4  Citizenship  Day  and  Constitution  Week,  1991 . 45879 

6331  Sept.  4  Gold  Star  Mother’s  Day,  1991.. . * . . . 45881 

6332  Sept.  9  National  Historically  Black  Colleges  Week,  1991  and  1992 . 46221 

6333  Sept.  10  General  Pulaski  Memorial  Day,  1991 . 46365 

6334  Sept.  12  National  POW/MIA  Recognition  Day,  1991 . 46719 

6335  Sept.  12  National  D.A.R.E.  Day,  1991 . - . 46721 

6336  Sept.  13  Energy  Awareness  Month,  1991 . * . 47123 

6337  Sept.  20  National  Hispanic  Heritage  Month,  1991 . 48413 
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6338  Sept.  23  Fire  Prevention  Week,  1991 . 48417 

6339  Sept.  23  National  School  Lunch  Week,  1991 . 48419 

6340  Sept.  27  National  Domestic  Violence  Awareness  Month,  1991 . 49661 

6341  Sept.  27  National  Forest  Products  Week,  1991 . 49663 

6342  Sept.  27  Leif  Erikson  Day,  1991 . 49665 

6343  Sept.  28  To  Implement  an  Accelerated  Schedule  of  Duty  Elimination  Under  the 

United  States-Canada  Free-Trade  Agreement,  To  Make  Technical  and 
Conforming  Changes  to  the  Harmonized  Tariff  Schedule  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  Other  Purposes . \ . 50003 

9 

6344  Oct.  1  White  Cane  Safety  Day,  1991 . 50029 

6345  Oct.  3  Veterans  Day,  1991 . 50473 

6346  Oct.  3  German-American  Day,  1991  and  1992 . 50643 

6347  Oct.  4  National  Radon  Action  Week,  1991 . 50645 

6348  Oct.  7  Child  Health  Day,  1991 . 51141 

6349  Oct.  7  National  Firefighters  Day,  1991 . 51143 

6350  Oct.  8  National  Disability  Employment  Awareness  Month,  1991 . 51145 

6351  Oct.  8  Mental  Illness  Awareness  Week,  1991 . 51313 

6352  Oct.  9  Agreement  on  Trade  Relations  Between  the  United  States  of  America  and 

the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics . 51317 

6353  Oct.  9  Polish- American  Heritage  Month,  1991 . 51629 

6354  Oct.  10  Columbus  Day,  1991 . 51631 

6355  Oct.  11  National  Children’s  Day,  1991 . 51823 

6356  Oct.  11  World  Food  Day,  1991  and  1992 . 51965 

6357  Oct.  15  National  Law  Enforcement  Memorial  Dedication  Day,  1991 . 51967 

6358  Oct.  15  Country  Music  Month,  1991 . 51969 

6359  Oct.  17  Crime  Prevention  Month,  1991 . 52443 

6360  Oct.  18  National  Consumers  Week,  1991 . 54755 

6361  Oct.  21  National  Down  Syndrome  Awareness  Month,  1991 . 54771 

6362  Oct.  21  United  Nations  Day,  1991 . 55049 

6363  Oct.  23  Community  Center  Month,  1991 . 55437 

6364  Oct.  24  National  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Month,  1991 . 55439 

6365  Oct.  25  National  Red  Ribbon  Week  for  a  Drug-Free  America,  1991 . 55793 

6366  Oct.  25  World  Population  Awareness  Week,  1991 . 55795 

6367  Oct.  28  Refugee  Day,  1991 . 55797 

6368  Oct.  30  National  American  Indian  Heritage  Month,  1991 . 56145 
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6369  Nov.  5  National  Hospice  Month,  1991  and  1992 . 56919 

6370  Nov.  8  National  Poison  Prevention  Week,  1992 . 57793 

6371  Nov.  12  National  Women  Veterans  Recognition  Week,  1991 . 57795 

6372  Nov.  12  National  Alzheimer’s  Disease  Month,  1991  and  1992 . 57797 

6373  Nov.  12  Hire  a  Veteran  Week,  1991 . 57967 

6374  Nov.  13  National  Red  Ribbon  Month,  1991 . 57969 

6375  Nov.  14  Dutch- American  Heritage  Day,  1991 . 58299 

6376  Nov.  15  National  Philanthropy  Day,  1991 . 58489 

6377  Nov.  20  National  Farm-City  Week,  1991 . 59199 

6378  Nov.  20  National  Family  Week,  1991  and  1992 . 59201 

6379  Nov.  22  National  Military  Families  Recognition  Day,  1991 . 59849 

6380  Nov.  25  Thanksgiving  Day,  1991 . 60043 

6381  Nov.  25  National  Accessible  Housing  Month,  1991 . 60893 

6382  Nov.  25  National  Family  Caregivers  Week,  1991  and  1992 . 60895 

6383  Nov.  27  National  Adoption  Week,  1991 . 61345 

6384  Dec.  2  Geography  Awareness  Week,  1991  and  1992 . 63399 

6385  Dec.  2  National  Home  Care  Week,  1991  and  1992 . 63401 

6386  Nov.  29  National  Pearl  Harbor  Remembrance  Day,  1991 . 63621 

6387  Dec.  3  Federal  Civilian  Employees  Remembrance  Day,  1991 . 63861 

6388  Dec.  4  To  Amend  the  Generalized  System  of  Preferences . 63863 

6389  Dec.  5  To  Amend  the  Generalized  System  of  Preferences . 64467 

6390  Dec.  9  Human  Rights  Day,  Bill  of  Rights  Day,  and  Human  Rights  Week,  1991 . 64699 

6391  Dec.  12  Wright  Brothers  Day,  1991 . 65409 

6392  Dec.  13  Bicentennial  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Month,  1991 . 65673 

6393  Dec.  13  Year  of  Clean  Water,  1992,  and  Clean  Water  Month,  1992 . 65675 

6394  Dec.  16  Year  of  Thanksgiving  for  the  Blessings  of  Liberty,  1991 . 65797 

6395  Dec.  17  Basketball  Centennial  Day,  1991 . . . . . 65975 

6396  Dec.  20  National  Law  Enforcement  Training  Week,  1992 . 66773 

6397  Dec.  20  National  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Day,  1992 . 66775 

6398  Dec.  23  National  Ellis  Island  Day,  1992... . 66951 
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12769  July  10  Implementation  of  Section  311(a)  of  the  Comprehensive  Anti-Apartheid 

Act . 31855 

12770  July  25  Metric  Usage  in  Federal  Government  Programs . 35801 

12771  July  25  Revoking  Earlier  Orders  With  Respect  to  Kuwait . 35993 

12772  Aug.  17  Waiver  Under  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  With  Respect  to  Romania . 41621 

12773  Sept.  26  Amending  Executive  Order  No.  10480 . 49387 

12774  Sept.  27  Continuance  of  Certain  Federal  Advisory  Committees . 49835 

12775  Oct.  4  Prohibiting  Certain  Transactions  With  Respect  to  Haiti . 50641 

12776  Oct.  8  Extending  the  National  Defense  Service  Medal  to  Members  of  the  Reserve 

Components  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States  During  the 
Period  of  the  Persian  Gulf  Crisis . 51315 

12777  Oct.  18  Implementation  of  Section  311  of  the  Federal  Water  Pollution  Control  Act 

of  October  18,  1972,  as  Amended,  and  the  Oil  Pollution  Act  of  1990 . 54757 

12778  Oct.  23  Civil  Justice  Reform . 55195 

12779  Oct.  28  Prohibiting  Certain  Transactions  With  Respect  to  Haiti . 55975 

12780  Oct.  31  Federal  Agency  Recycling  and  the  Council  on  Federal  Recycling  and  Pro¬ 

curement  Policy . 56289 

12781  Nov.  20  Delegation  of  Functions  and  Authorities,  Development  of  Requirements 

and  Regulations,  and  Correction  of  Title . 59203 

12782  Nov.  21  Amending  Executive  Order  No.  12594 . 59847 

12783  Dec.  17  Extending  the  President’s  Council  on  Rural  America . 65977 

12784  Dec.  19  Delegation  of  Authority  Regarding  the  Naval  Petroleum  and  Oil  Shale  Re¬ 

serves . 66339 

12785  Dec.  26  Extending  the  President’s  Education  Policy  Advisory  Committee . 67451 

12786  Dec.  26  Adjustments  of  Certain  Rates  of  Pay  and  Allowances . 67453 

57  F.R. 

12787  Dec.  31  The  Order  of  Succession  of  Officers  To  Act  as  Secretary  of  Defense . 517 
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Appendix  F — Points  of  Light  Recognition  Program 


The  President  named  the  following  individuals 
and  institutions  as  exemplars  of  his  commitment 
to  making  community  service  central  to  the  life 
and  work  of  every  American.  The  daily  recogni¬ 
tion  program ,  which  began  on  November  22, 
1989,  was  a  national  tribute  to  voluntarism.  The 
recipients  for  the  period  covered  by  this  volume 
are  listed  in  chronological  order. 

John  Smith,  of  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
Nancy  Yoho,  of  Mansfield,  OH 
Orville  and  Goldie  Sharp,  of  Nobleton,  FL 
Alvin,  Gwendolyn,  and  Brittany  Sims,  of  Chica- 
go,  IL 

St.  Francis  Conference — Devereaux  Apartments, 
of  Salem,  OR 

Victor  Valley  Child  Abuse  Task  Force,  of  Victor¬ 
ville,  CA 

Yakima  Greenway  Foundation,  of  Yakima,  WA 
Shofield  Residence,  of  Kenmore,  NY 
Columbus  Youth  Corps,  of  Columbus,  OH 
KIRO,  Inc.,  of  Seattle,  WA 
KiDsGyM  USA,  of  College  Park,  GA 
Sgt.  Michael  Erickson,  USAF,  of  San  Angelo,  TX 
John  Post,  of  Hermosa  Reach,  CA 
Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  of  Sarasota  County,  Inc.,  of 
Sarasota,  FL 

Senior  Life  Enrichment  Visitation  Program,  of 
Baltimore,  MD 

Beginning  Babies  with  Books,  of  St.  Louis,  MO 
ALPHA — “A  Beginning”  of  Tampa,  Inc.,  of 
Tampa,  FL 

Patient  Pride,  of  Paradise  Valley,  AZ 
Deborah  Roberts,  of  Austin,  TX 
Posada,  of  Pueblo,  CO 

Estuary  Council  of  Senior  Clubs,  of  Clinton,  CT 
Serenity  House  Pediatric  AIDS  Foundation,  Inc., 
of  Orlando,  FL 

The  American  Variety  Theatre  Company,  of  Min¬ 
neapolis,  MN 

Zipper  Club,  of  Roslyn,  PA 
Ode  M.  Harris,  of  Columbus,  GA 
Operation  Brea ki ngth rough,  of  Newport  News, 
VA 

Variety  Preschooler's  Workshop,  of  Syosset,  NY 

Mel  Blount,  of  Washington,  PA 

Saint  Joseph  Ballet  Company,  of  Santa  Ana,  CA 


Headrest,  of  Lebanon,  NH 
Parents  Helping  Parents,  of  San  Jose,  CA 
Womanline,  of  Dayton,  OH 
Learn  To  Read  of  Northwest  Florida,  Inc.,  of  Pen¬ 
sacola,  FL 

Cornerstone  Project,  Inc.,  of  Little  Rock,  AR 
J.R.  Rosencrans,  of  Anderson,  IN 
Human  Service  Alliance,  of  Winston-Salem,  NC 
MediVan  Project,  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
Jack  Smith,  of  Sioux  City,  I A 
Edmonson  Youth  Outreach  YMCA,  of  Omaha, 
NE 

Little  Light  House,  of  Tulsa,  OK 
Methodist  Medical  Center,  of  Dallas,  TX 
Age  Center  of  Worcester  Area,  Inc.,  of  Worcester, 
MA 

Step  13,  of  Denver,  CO 

The  Mendenhall  Ministries,  of  Mendenhall,  MS 
Juanita  Blackmon,  of  Wichita,  KS 
The  Learning  Place,  of  Syracuse,  NY 
People  Attempting  To  Help,  of  Tyler,  TX 
St.  Patrick  Center,  of  St.  Louis,  MO 
Lola  Reppenhagen,  of  Kenmore,  NY 
Near  North  Little  League,  of  Chicago,  IL 
Religious  Community  Services,  Inc.,  of  Clearwa¬ 
ter,  FL 

Children's  Home- Cha m bliss  Shelter,  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  TN 

Regula  Josi,  of  Toledo,  OH 
Eastman  Chemical's  Research  Meals  on  Wheels 
Team,  of  Kingsport,  TN 

Donaldini  Cameron  House,  of  San  Francisco,  CA 
Youth  Crime  Watch,  of  Dade  County,  FL 
Helping  Our  Brothers  Out,  Inc.,  of  Austin,  TX 
Hope  House  Ministries,  of  Port  Jefferson,  NY 
Wooster  Volunteer  Network  at  the  College  of 
Wooster,  of  Wooster,  OH 
Community  Intervention  Program,  of  Wilming 
ton,  DE 

Literacy  Education  Action  Program,  of  El  Paso, 
TX 

Mesa  County  Partners,  of  Grand  Junction,  CO 
Sheilah  Belle,  of  Richmond,  VA 
Dennis  Downs,  of  Anchorage,  AK 
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Ruth  Beard ,  of  Roanoke,  VA 
Spelman  College  students ,  of  Atlanta,  GA 
Indiana  Literacy  Coalition  for  the  Deaf,  of  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  IN 

Steve  Elliott  and  his  student  volunteers,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  OH 

Aslan  Youth  Ministries ,  of  Red  Bank,  NJ 
Tennis  With  a  Different  Swing,  Inc.,  of  Orlando, 
FL 

Edward  Sardisco ,  of  Rochester,  NY 
Liliana  Narvaez,  of  Los  Angeles,  CA 
Hemet  Honey  Bears,  of  Hemet,  CA 
Tillie  Black  Bear ;  of  St.  Francis,  SD 
Bedford-Stuyvesa n t  Volunteer  Ambulance  Corps, 
of  Brooklyn,  NY 

Children's  Bereavement  Art  Group,  of  Sacramen¬ 
to,  CA 

Ada  Cooper,  of  Statesboro,  GA 
Julie  Harms,  of  Houston,  TX 
Francis  Wilson,  of  Binghamton,  NY 
Anorexia  Bulimia  Care,  Inc.,  of  Lincoln  Center, 
MA 

Senior  Volunteers  of  the  Elvin  Hill  Elementary 
School,  of  Columbiana,  AL 
Fresh  Force,  of  Minneapolis,  MN 
Match-Two  Prisoner  Outreach  Program  of  the 
Richmond  J.  Donovan  Correction  Facility,  of 
San  Diego,  CA 

Free  Medical  Clinic,  of  Cleveland,  OH 
North  Dakota  41st  Air  Force  Junior  Reserve  Offi¬ 
cer  Training  Corps  Squadron,  of  Fargo,  ND 
Sadie  Tomy,  of  Phoenix,  AZ 
Saint  Joseph's  Chapin  Street  Health  Center,  of 
South  Bend,  IN 

Youth  Development,  Inc.,  of  Albuquerque,  NM 
Leo  Seba,  of  North  Glen,  CO 
Dixie  Randolf  and  the  King's  Messenger  Puppet¬ 
eers,  of  San  Bernardino,  CA 
Life  Issues  for  the  Elderly  (LIFE),  of  Charlottes¬ 
ville,  VA 

Ambrose  Elliott,  Jr.,  of  Des  Moines,  I A 
Laverna  Wilkie,  of  Peoria,  IL 
Project  C.A.R.E.  (Caring  Always  Reaps  Enjoy¬ 
ment),  of  Wanamassa,  NJ 

Student  Volunteers  of  DePauw  University,  of 
Greencastle,  IN 

Lynn  Minick,  of  Fayetteville,  NC 
Eldercare  Access  Center  Mobile  Meals,  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City,  OK 

Laura  Rodriguez,  of  San  Diego,  CA 
Delaware  Pre-Release  Program  at  the  Delaware 
Correctional  Center,  of  Smyrna,  DE 


Bone  Marrow  Transplant  Volunteers  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Nebraska  Medical  Center,  of  Omaha, 
NE 

Mimi  Roy,  of  Memphis,  TN 
Gwendolyn  Williams,  of  Dallas,  TX 
John  Fling,  of  Columbia,  SC 
Theanvy  Kuoch,  of  West  Hartford,  CT 
Twelve  Together  Program,  of  Detroit,  MI 
Sunlight  Club,  Inc.,  of  Washington,  PA 
Urban  Education  Project  of  the  Denver  Audubon 
Society,  of  Denver,  CO 
Ruth  House  Ministries,  of  Tampa,  FL 
Nekonnen  Meshesha,  of  Boston,  MA 
Mose  and  Garrison  Siskin  Memorial  Foundation 
Pre-School,  of  Chattanooga,  TN 
Casa  de  Amparo,  of  Oceanside,  CA 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Geraldi,  of  Miami,  FL 
Wingate  College,  of  Wingate,  NC 
Southside  Preparatory  Association,  Inc.,  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  NY 

Sister  Elizabeth  Stoup,  of  Orlando,  FL 
Camp  BaskerviU,  of  Pawley’s  Island,  SC 
Carl  P angle,  of  Toledo,  OH 
Garland  Handy,  of  Burlington,  NC 
Elizabeth  Ano,  of  Baltimore,  MD 
Peter  Geiger  and  the  Geiger  Brothers  Adopt-a- 
School  Program,  of  Lewiston,  ME 
Volunteers  of  Johnson  Elementary  School,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  IA 

University  Migrant  Services,  of  Fresno,  CA 
Volunteers  of  O.W.  Motivational,  Inc.,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  OH 

Powell  Hollings,  of  Westbury,  NY 
South  King  County  Multi-Service  Center  Literacy 
Program ,  of  Federal  Way,  WA 
Operation  SHARE,  of  Phoenix,  AZ 
Williamsport  Students  Engaged  in  Real  Volun¬ 
teer  Efforts  (WiUSER  VE),  of  Williamsport,  PA 
Linda  McKeehan,  of  Golden  Valley,  MN 
Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind  Adult  Day¬ 
care  Program,  of  Windsor,  CT 
Danny  Davey,  of  Santa  Ana,  CA 
Dr.  Allan  Lansing,  of  Louisville,  KY 
Boy  Scout  Troop  4,  of  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
Negro  Educational  Emergency  Drive  (NEED),  of 
Pittsburgh,  PA 

Betty  Shirley,  of  Tuscaloosa,  AL 
Goochland  Fellowship  and  Family  Service,  of 
Goochland,  VA 
Isabella  Elsey,  of  Tucson,  AZ 
Pioneer  Potlatch,  of  The  Dalles,  OR 
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Jewish  Family  Service  of  Colorado ,  of  Denver, 
CO 

Reinette  Greaves ,  of  Attleboro  Falls,  MA 
William  Foster,  of  Brush  Prairie,  WA 
Nguyet  Lam,  of  Atlanta,  GA 
Community  Kitchen,  of  Chattanooga,  TN 
Bonnie  Bailey,  of  Terrytown,  LA 
Voices  From  the  Streets,  of  Washington,  DC 
Explosive  Ordnance  Disposal,  Mobile  Unit  NINE, 
Navy  Diver/Hearing  Impaired  Student  Tutor¬ 
ing  Program,  of  Alameda,  CA 
SPINS/PLAN  (Substance  Prevention  &  Interven¬ 
tion  Network  in  School/ Pupils,  Lawyers  and 
Nurses)  Against  Drugs,  of  Bronx,  NY 
Ralph  Jones  and  the  volunteers  of  the  John  3:16 
Mission,  of  Tulsa,  OK 


Rev .  Art  Ernst,  of  Lexington,  NE 
Doug  and  Carol  McAllister,  of  Orange,  CA 
Employee  volunteers  of  the  Ka’anapali  Beach 
Hotel,  of  Lahaina,  Maui,  HI 
Zachary  deVries,  of  Shirley,  NY 
Brian  “Scooter’  Cantrell,  of  Houston,  TX 
Officer  Ted  Glaude ,  of  Highland  Springs,  VA 
Edward  and  Theresa  Marusa,  of  Daytona  Beach, 
FL 

Warm  Springs  4-H  Search  and  Rescue  Cadet  Pro¬ 
gram,  of  Warm  Springs,  OB 
Suspected  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect  (SCAN)  Vol¬ 
unteer  Service,  Inc.,  of  Little  Rock,  AR 
Establishing  Services  To  Enhance  Esteem  and 
Motivation  (ESTEEM),  Inc.,  of  Euclid,  OH 
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Subject  Index 


ABC  Sports — 1576 

Abortion — 858,  867,  1048,  1049,  1423,  1488,  1489 
ACTION— 1195 

Administrative  Conference  of  the  U.S. — 1692, 
1702 

Adoption — 1526 

Advisory.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration,  Nation¬ 
al— 1168,  1185 
Africa 

See  also  specific  country 
Economic  assistance — 902 
African  Americans.  See  specific  subject;  Civil 
rights 

African  Development  Foundation — 1676 
Age  Center  of  Worcester  Area,  Inc.,  Worcester, 
MA— 1737 

Agency.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Aging,  Federal  Council  on  the — 1696 
Agriculture 
Farming — 1584 
Import  quotas — 827 

International  government  subsidies — 880 
Trade  negotiations  and  agreements.  See  Com¬ 
merce,  international 
Agriculture,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretary — 1260 
Deputy  Secretary — 1596 
Food  Stamp  Program — 1684 
Rural  Telephone  Bank — 1680,  1690 
Secretary— 1101,  1238,  1266,  1315,  1420,  1500, 
1581,  1584,  1587 
Under  Secretary — 1101,  1420 
AID.  See  Development  Cooperation  Agency,  U.S. 
International 

AIDS.  See  Health  and  medical  care 
Air  Force,  Department  of  the 
See  also  Armed  Forces,  U.S.;  Arms  and  muni¬ 
tions 

Air  Force  Academy,  U.S. — 1682,  1685 
Alaska 

Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge— 956,  1376 
Republican  Party  event — 1587 
Alaska  Natives,  Joint  Federal-State  Commission 
on  Policies  and  Programs  Affecting — 1678, 
1692 

Albania,  U.S.  Ambassador — 1350 
Alice  Deal  Junior  High  School — 1239 
All-American  Cities  Awards — 1025 
ALPHA-“A  Beginning”  of  Tampa,  Inc.,  Tampa, 
FL — 1737 

Ambassador.  See  specific  country 
America  2000.  See  Education,  quality 
American.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Andrew  Mellon  dinner — 1282 


Angola 

National  Union  for  the  Total  Independence  of 
Angola — 1273 
President — 1164 
Annenberg  Foundation — 829 
Anorexia  Bulimia  Care,  Inc.,  Lincoln  Center, 
MA— 1738 

Antigua  and  Barbuda,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1679 
Antiochian  Orthodox  Christian  Archdiocese  of 
North  America — 958 
Arab  Americans — 1697 
Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  See  Alaska 
Arctic  Research  Commission — 1678 
Arctic  Research  Plan,  U.S. — 1678 
Argentina 

Law  enforcement  cooperation  with  U.S. — 1365 
Nuclear  weapons  nonproliferation  agreement — 
1610 

President— 1071,  1467,  1610,  1697 
Arizona 

Education  reform — 1596 
Governor — 1 59  6 

President’s  visit— 1172,  1173,  1176, 1686 
Armed  Forces,  U.S. 

See  also  specific  military  department;  Arms 
and  munitions;  Defense  and  national  security 
Christmas  messages — 1703 
International  role.  See  specific  country  or 
region 

Military  base  closings — 807,  808,  859,  861,  1667 
Persian  Gulf  deployment.  See  Persian  Gulf  con¬ 
flict 

POW’s/MIA’s— 1014 
Reserves — 840,  957 
Women  in  combat — 1016 
Arms  and  munitions 

See  also  Defense  and  national  security;  Nuclear 
weapons 

Arms  control  negotiations  and  agreements — 
849,  1059,  1411,  1415,  1519,  1603, 1656 
Biological  and  chemical  weapons— 890,  1345, 
1416,  1544 

Conventional  weapons — 890 
Export  controls — 890, 1127,  1219, 1304 
Nonproliferation — 890,  896 
Stealth  bomber,  B-2-840,  1224 
Trident  submarine — 1273 
Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency,  U.S. — 
1062,  1272 

Army,  Department  of  the 
See  also  Armed  Forces,  U.S.;  Arms  and  muni¬ 
tions 

Commander  of  U.S.  Persian  Gulf  forces — 818 
Engineers,  Corps  of— 1046,  1679 
Art,  National  Gallery  of— 1282 
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Arts  and  the  Humanities,  National  Foundation  on 
the 

Arts,  National  Council  on  the — 1690,  1696 
Humanities,  National  Council  on  the — 1697 
Humanities,  National  Endowment  for  the — 
1476 

Museum  Services  Board,  National — 1365,  1691 
Arts,  National  Council  on  the.  See  Arts  and  the 
Humanities,  National  Foundation  on  the 
Arts,  National  Medal  of  the — 842 
ASEAN.  See  South  East  Asian  Nations,  Association 
of 

Asia-Pacific  region 
See  also  specific  country 
Economic  assistance — 902 
Environmental  research — 921 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1446,  1577,  1639,  1658,  1659, 
1671 

U.S.  military  role— 1446,  1643,  1644,  1660 
Asia  Society — 1445 

Aslan  Youth  Ministries,  Red  Bank,  NJ — 1738 
Associated  Builders  &  Contractors,  Inc. — 1693 
Associated  Press  Managing  Editors — 1300 
Association.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  International.  See  United 
Nations 

Attorney  General.  See  Justice,  Department  of 
Australia 

Former  Prime  Minister — 1643 
President  Bush’s  visit — 1404,  1407,  1670,  1703 
Prime  Minister — 1643 
Trade  with  U.S. — 1643 
Austria,  Chancellor — 1691 
Automobile  industry,  electric  vehicles — 1326 
Awards.  See  other  part  of  subject 

Bahamas,  extradition  treaty  with  U.S. — 1341 
Bahrain 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
Amir— 1292,  1692 
Ballet  Folklorico  de  Mexico — 1694 
Bangladesh,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
Bank  of  Credit  and  Commerce  International — 
1018,  1332 

Banking— 866,  1232,  1370,  1604,  1649 
Barbados,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
Beacon  Council — 1230 

Bedford-Stuyvesant  Volunteer  Ambulance  Corps, 
Brooklyn,  NY — 1738 

Beginning  Babies  with  Books,  St.  Louis,  MO — 
1737 

Bell  Atlantic  Corp. — 1298 
Benin 

President— 1402,  1403 

Presidential  inauguration,  U.S.  delegation — 
1678 

Bill  of  Rights,  bicentennial  celebration — 1612, 
1613 

Board.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Bolivia 
Debt— 1085 
Trade  with  U.S. — 1543 


Bone  Marrow  Transplant  Volunteers  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Nebraska  Medical  Center,  Omaha, 
NE— 1738 

Boy  Scout  Troop  4,  Ann  Arbor,  MI — 1738 
Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  of  Sarasota  County,  Inc., 
Sarasota,  FL— 1737 
Brazil 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1683 
Nuclear  weapons  nonproliferation  agreement — 
1610 

President— 1205,  1610,  1687 
Broadcasters,  National  Association  of — 1685 
Broadcasting,  Board  for  International — 1686 
Broadcasting,  Corporation  for  Public — 1679 
Brunei,  U.S.  Ambassador — 1699 
Budget,  Federal 
See  also  specific  agency 

Defense  spending — 839,  1097,  1098,  1104, 
1224,  1408,  1674 

Deficit— 928,  1046,  1329,  1331,  1448,  1496 
Drug  abuse  treatment  programs,  funding — 
1147 

Economy,  impact — 1658 
Education  funding — 1157 
Fiscal  year  1991 — 1237 
Fiscal  year  1992 — 1351 
Rescissions  and  deferrals — 957,  1230,  1639 
Research  and  development — 1157 
Buffalo  Soldiers — 1685 

Building  Sciences,  National  Institute  of,  1990 
report — 1688 
Bulgaria 

American  University  inauguration  ceremony, 
U.S.  delegation — 1694 
Economic  assistance — 948 
President — 948 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1449,  1543 
Bulgarian- American  Agriculture /Agribusiness  En¬ 
terprise  Fund — 948 

Bulgarian- American  Enterprise  Fund — 1425 
Bureau.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Burma  (Myanmar) 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1680 
National  League  for  Democracy,  leader — 1291 
U.S.  Ambassador — 929 
Business  and  industry 
See  also  specific  industry 
Education,  role — 829,  1510 
Productivity  and  competitiveness — 1387,  1532, 
1535,  1647,  1665 

Small  and  minority  business — 1196,  1211,  1342, 
1566 

Business  Leaders  Delegation  to  Singapore,  Korea, 
and  Japan,  Presidential — 1702 
Business  Press  Association,  American — 1298 

Cabinet.  See  specific  position 
Cable  News  Network — 1576 
California 
Fires — 1693 

Ontario  Kiwanis  and  Rotary  Clubs — 1560 
President’s  visits— 1189-1192,  1558,  1560,  1687, 
1695 
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California — Continued 
Republican  Party  event — 1192 
Transportation,  role — 1190 
Wilderness  preservation,  proposed  legislation — 
966 

Cambodia,  President — 1687 

Camp  Baskervill,  Pawley's  Island,  SC — 1738 

Canada 

President  Bush’s  visit — 845 
Prime  Minister— 831,  845,  858,  913,  1062, 
1064,  1071,  1086,  1646,  1650 
Cape  Verde,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1683 
Caribbean  region.  See  specific  country 
Catholic  Education  Association,  National — 1695 
CBS-1700 

Central  America.  See  specific  country;  Latin 
America 

Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Alleged  1980  hostage  deal,  role — 876-879 
Bank  of  Credit  and  Commerce  International, 
investigation  role — 1018 
Deputy  Director — 817,  1062 
Director  Gates — 1318,  1404,  1437 
Director  nominee  Gates — 856,  873,  876-879, 
897,  951,  1018,  1130,  1144,  1154,  1160,  1247, 
1266 

Director  Webster — 950,  1678 
Intelligence  gathering — 1267,  1319 
CFE.  See  Arms  and  munitions,  arms  control  ne¬ 
gotiations  and  agreements 
Chemical  Safety  and  Hazard  Investigation 
Board — 1681 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade — 1580 
Chicago  Bulls — 1242 
Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange — 1581 
Children  and  youth.  See  specific  subject 
Children’s  Bereavement  Art  Group,  Sacramento, 
CA— 1738 

Children’s  Home-Chambliss  Shelter,  Chattanoo¬ 
ga,  TN— 1737 

Chile,  U.S.  Ambassador — 1210 
China 

Arms  control  negotiations  and  agreements — 
1033 

Human  rights — 1091 
Trade  with  U.S. — 1091 
Christian  Schools,  Association  of — 1699 
Christmas— 1591,  1602,  1652 
Christmas  Seals — 1697 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints — 1686 

CIA.  See  Central  Intelligence  Agency 

Circle  K  International — 1699 

Cities,  National  League  of — 1606 

Cities.  See  State  and  local  governments 

Citizen’s  Medal,  Presidential— 816 

Civil  justice  reform — 1315,  1375 

Civil  rights 

See  also  specific  subject 
Disabled  persons — 963,  965 
Discrimination — 1502,  1504 
Equal  opportunity.  See  Employment  and  un¬ 
employment 


Civil  rights — Continued 
Legislative  action  and  proposals — 856,  1017, 
1328,  1330,  1335,  1499 
Sexual  harassment — 1303,  1322 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1991—1502,  1504 
Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  1991 — 1648 
Coast  Guard,  U.S.  See  Transportation,  Depart¬ 
ment  of 

COCOM.  See  Coordinating  Committee  for  Multi¬ 
lateral  Security  Export  Controls 
Colombia,  trade  with  U.S. — 1543 
Colorado,  Governor — 1052 
Columbus  Day — 1277 

Columbus  Quincentenary  Jubilee  Commission, 
Christopher — 1701 

Columbus  Youth  Corps,  Columbus,  OH — 1737 
Combined  Federal  Campaign.  See  Government 
agencies  and  employees 
Commerce,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretaries — 1153,  1155 
Economic  Development  Administration — 1667 
Export  controls,  administration — 1024,  1219, 
1305,  1306 

Secretary— 917,  920,  927,  1307,  1309,  1524, 
1665 

Secretary-Designate  Franklin — 1655,  1657 
Commerce,  international 
See  also  specific  country  or  subject;  Economy, 
international 

Exports,  U.S.— 1196,  1535,  1665 
Free  and  fair  trade— 898,  913,  984,  1007,  1429, 
1432,  1466,  1467,  1577,  1639,  1660,  1668, 
1671 

Generalized  System  of  Preferences  (GSP) — 880, 
1132,  1311,  1543 

Military  exports.  See  Arms  and  munitions, 
export  controls 

Trade  negotiations  and  agreements — 834,  874, 
880,  899,  901,  913,  927,  979,  984,  1055,  1056, 
1196,  1197,  1201,  1232,  1276,  1307,  1309, 
1342,  1429,  1431,  1453,  1473,  1543,  1584, 
1616,  1641,  1645 

Commerce,  Justice,  and  State,  the  Judiciary,  and 
Related  Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992, 
Departments  of — 1348 
Commission.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Committee.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Communications 

AM  broadcasting  expansion  in  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere — 983 

Information  technology — 862 
Telecommunications — 1137 
Communications  Satellite  Corporation — 1785 
Community  Intervention  Program,  Wilmington, 
DE— 1737 

Community  Kitchen,  Chattanooga,  TN — 1739 
Community  Service,  Commission  on  National 
and— 1686 

Competitiveness  Council — 1210,  1315,  1404, 

1564 

Computers.  See  Science  and  technology 
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Conference.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Congo,  Prime  Minister — 1702 
Congress 

See  also  specific  subject 
Abuse  of  congressional  privileges — 1265 
Confirmation  process,  reform  proposals — 1322- 
1325,  1330,  1333,  1335,  1370 
Domestic  legislation,  role — 1442,  1528,  1692 
House  Speaker.  See  Speaker  of  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives 

Term  limitations — 1393,  1409 
Congress  of  Cities — 1606 
Congressional  Gold  Medal — 1688 
Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind  Adult  Day¬ 
care  Program,  Windsor,  CT — 1738 
Conservation 
See  also  Environment 
Fishery  protection  and  development — 904 
Forest  preservation — 904 
Wilderness  and  wildlife  preservation — 956,  966, 
1032 

Conservation  of  Atlantic  Tunas,  International 
Commission  for  the — 1689 
Conventional  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty  Imple¬ 
mentation  Act  of  1991 — 1603 
Coordinating  Committee  for  Multilateral  Security 
Export  Controls — 1305 

Cornerstone  Project,  Inc.,  Little  Rock,  AR — 1737 
Corporation.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Costa  Rica 

Economic  assistance — 1278 
President — 1278 

Council.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Country  music  awards,  25th  anniversary — 1254 
Credit  cards — 1442,  1454,  1464,  1474 
Crime.  See  Law  enforcement  and  crime 
Crime  Stoppers  International — 1248 
CSCE.  See  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe, 
Conference  on 
Cuba 

Democratization — 1 646 

President— 980,  1102,  1197,  1202,  1233,  1495, 
1647, 1658 

Soviet  military  and  economic  assistance — 909, 
980,  1017,  1102, 1129 

Cuba  Broadcasting,  Advisory  Board  for — 1695 
Cyprus 

Conflict  resolution — 833,  835,  918,  920,  922, 
925,  934-936,  938,  942,  945,  1013,  1014, 
1117, 1151, 1505, 1593-1595 
President— 836,  920, 1152,  1506 
Turkish  Cypriot  leader — 1151 
United  Nations  Special  Representative — 1505, 
1506 

U.S.  Special  Coordinator — 1151,  1505 
Czechoslovakia 

Economic  asssistance — 869,  880 
Emigration  policy — 1299 
Joint  declaration  on  cooperation — 1312 
President — 1062,  1310,  1693 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1311,  1543,  1567 

D.A.R.E.  Day,  National — 1685 


Defense  and  national  security 
See  also  Arms  and  munitions;  Nuclear  weapons 
Exports,  role — 1219 

Foreign  intelligence  activities  in  U.S.,  report — 
1673 

Intelligence — 1043,  1346,  1438,  1544,  1556 
Military  strength  and  deterrence— 807,  839, 
1104,  1219,  1223 

National  security  strategy,  1991  report — 1039 
Defense  Authorization  Act  for  Fiscal  Years  1992 
and  1993,  National — 1556 
Defense  Base  Closure  and  Realignment  Commis¬ 
sion— 859,  861,  1667 
Defense,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  military  department;  Armed 
Forces,  U.S. 

Assistant  Secretary — 1400 
Budget — 1408,  1674 

Deputy  Secretary — 817,  1062,  1596,  1699 
Deputy  Under  Secretary — 1246 
Director  of  Defense  Research  and  Engineer¬ 
ing-1245 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff— 807,  818,  1062,  1221, 
1223,  1331 

Research  and  development,  role — 1665 
Retirement  Board  of  Actuaries — 1701 
Secretary— 807,  818,  848,  1092,  1223,  1302, 
1409,  1524,  1665,  1679,  1682,  1683,  1690, 
1694,  1699 

Under  Secretary— 817 

Defense  Nuclear  Facilities  Safety  Board — 1692 
Defense  Preparedness  Association,  American — 
839 

Delaware  Pre-Release  Program  at  the  Delaware 
Correctional  Centers,  Smyrna,  DE— 1738 
Democracy  and  freedom — 918,  1007,  1078,  1089 
Denmark 

Prime  Minister — 1692 
U.S.  Ambassador — 1435 
Department.  See  other  part  of  subject 
DePauw  University  student  volunteers,  Greencas- 
tle,  IN— 1738 

Deposit  Insurance  Corporation,  Federal — 1029, 
1039,  1369 

Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  Improvement  Act 
of  1991,  Federal— 1649 
Desert  Storm  stamp — 1673 
Developing  countries 
See  also  specific  country  or  region 
Debt— 902,  1085 

Multilateral  Investment  Fund — 1197 
Development,  Agency  for  International.  See  De¬ 
velopment  Cooperation  Agency,  U.S.  Interna¬ 
tional 

Development  Cooperation  Agency,  U.S.  Interna¬ 
tional 

Development,  Agency  for  International 
(AID)— 869,  1085,  1101,  1259,  1507,  1596, 
1684,  1685 

Overseas  Private  Investment  Corporation 
(OPIC) — 927,  953,  1132,  1311 
Trade  and  Develbpment  Program — 1139,  1197 
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Dire  emergency  appropriations  and  disaster  as¬ 
sistance  legislation — 1603 
Disability,  National  Council  on — 1675,  1686 
Disabled  American  Veterans — 1685 
Disabled  persons 
See  also  specific  subject 
Civil  rights  legislation — 963,  965 
Disaster  assistance 
American  Samoa  hurricane — 1702 
California  fires — 1693 
Guam  typhoon — 1700 
Iowa  flooding — 1674 
Iowa  ice  storms — 1703 
Marshall  Islands  typhoon — 1700 
Massachusetts  coastal  storm — 1695 
Massachusetts  hurricane — 1682 
Micronesia  typhoon — 1701 
Minnesota  ice  storms — 1703 
New  Hampshire  coastal  storm — 1697 
New  Hampshire  hurricane — 1683 
New  York  hurricane — 1686 
Rhode  Island  hurricane — 1682 
Texas  flooding — 1664,  1703 
Washington  fires — 1697 
Discrimination.  See  Civil  rights 
District  of  Columbia 
Militia— 1702 
Statehood — 1491 

District  of  Columbia  Appropriations  Bill,  1992 — 
1048 

District  of  Columbia  Mental  Health  Program  As¬ 
sistance  Act  of  1991 — 1372 
Domestic  policy 
See  also  specific  subject 

Administration’s  legislative  agenda — 922,  1019, 
1050,  1235,  1252,  1338,  1375,  1441,  1461, 
1465,  1470,  1473,  1484,  1499,  1512 
Federal  role — 1608 
Domestic  Policy  Council — 1702 
Dominica,  Prime  Minister — 1678 
Dominican  Republic,  U.S.  Ambassador — 1144 
Donaldini  Cameron  House,  San  Francisco,  CA — 
1737 

Drug  abuse  and  trafficking 
See  also  Law  enforcement  and  crime 
International  enforcement  cooperation — 904, 
1166,  1170,  1198,  1341, 1386 
Prevention  efforts — 1513, 1605,  1607 
Rates  of  abuse — 1145 

Drug  Advisory  Council,  President’s — 1684,  1696, 
1697 

Drug  Control  Policy,  Office  of  National — 1310, 
1606 

Duck  Stamp  Design  Award  winner,  1991  Feder¬ 
al— 1698 

Eastman  Chemical’s  Research  Meals  on  Wheels 
Team,  Kingsport,  TN — 1737 
Eaton  Corp. — 1298 
EC.  See  European  Community 
Economic  Advisers,  Council  of— 1596,  1683 
Economic  Cooperation  and  Development,  Orga¬ 
nization  for— 880,  898,  899,  903,  1132,  1664 


Economic  Development  Administration.  See 
Commerce,  Department  of 
Economic  Policy  Council — 1274,  1688,  1690 
Economic  summit,  international — 890,  893,  898, 
908 

Economy,  international 
See  also  specific  country;  Commerce,  interna¬ 
tional 

Growth — 898 

London  economic  summit.  See  Economic 
summit,  international 
U.S.  foreign  investment — 1662,  1663 
Economy,  national 

See  also  Banking;  Budget,  Federal;  Commerce, 
international 

Foreign  aid,  impact — 1140 
Foreign  investment  in  U.S. — 974,  1662 
Growth— 1046,  1209,  1264,  1267,  1274,  1300, 
1328,  1337,  1339,  1379,  1382,  1384,  1393, 

1408,  1409,  1422,  1424,  1454,  1456,  1459, 

1474,  1485,  1491,  1495,  1497,  1499,  1529, 

1550,  1620,  1622,  1624,  1657,  1659,  1668, 

1671 

Inflation  and  interest  rates — 866,  1016,  1442, 
1464,  1473,  1474,  1516,  1566,  1650 
Proposed  economic  legislation — 1511,  1523, 
1524,  1533,  1536,  1541,  1550,  1552,  1559, 

1562,  1582,  1585,  1624,  1627,  1628 
Ecuador,  trade  with  U.S. — 1543 

Edmonson  Youth  Outreach  YMCA,  Omaha,  NE — 
1737 

Education 

Adult  education — 1518 
College  costs — 1566 
Dropout  rate — 1109,  1240 
Funding— 829,  1518,  1625,  1627 
Math  and  science  programs — 1261 
Parental  involvement — 1111,  1256 
Quality— 828,  960,  961,  1051,  1054, 1108, 1112, 
1119,  1135,  1169,  1183,  1187,  1193,  1197, 

1213,  1231,  1235,  1239,  1252,  1256,  1262, 

1376,  1396,  1452,  1475,  1484,  1508,  1517, 

1563,  1589,  1596,  1618,  1629,  1702 
Education,  Department  of 

Assistant  Secretaries — 1013,  1124, 1199 
Blue  Ribbon  schools — 1213 
Deputy  Under  Secretary — 870 
Fiscal  years  1989  and  1990,  reports — 1690 
Historically  Black  Colleges  and  Universities, 
President’s  Board  of  Advisors  on — 1683 
Secretary— 1112,  1231,  1262,  1619 
Educational  Excellence  for  Hispanic  Americans, 
President’s  Advisory  Commission  on — 1197, 
1471,  1687 

Educational  Research  and  Improvement,  Nation¬ 
al  Advisory  Council  on — 1674,  1690,  1691 

Economic  assistance — 902 
President — 858,  888 
El  Salvador 
President — 1 687 
U.S.  Ambassador — 1245 
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Eldercare  Access  Center  Mobile  Meals,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City,  OK— 1738 

Election  Commission,  Federal — 1698,  1699 
Elections 

Congressional.  See  specific  State 
Gubernatorial.  See  specific  State 
Presidential  campaign — 1014,  1019,  1247, 

1266,  1383,  1440,  1460,  1493,  1496,  1547, 
1551,  1554 

Elementary  Award  for  Excellence  in  Mathemat¬ 
ics  and  Science  Teaching,  Presidential — 1261 
Elvin  Hill  Elementary  School  senior  volunteers, 
Columbiana,  AL — 1738 

Emergency  Management  Agency,  Federal — 
1604,  1664,  1674,  1682,  1683,  1686,  1693, 
1695,  1697,  1700,  1703 

Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act  of 
1991—1046 

Employment  and  unemployment 
Disabled  persons — 964,  965 
Equal  opportunity — 1504 
Hiring  quotas — 1499,  1502 
Illegal  aliens — 869 

Job  creation — 1141,  1196,  1265,  1647 
Parental  leave  legislation — 1268 
Rates— 1016,  1047,  1557 
Sexual  harassment.  See  Civil  rights 
Travel  and  tourism — 1340 
Unemployment  benefits — 1016,  1018,  1046, 
1047,  1199,  1209,  1211,  1246,  1263,  1264, 
1284,  1289,  1366,  1374,  1382,  1388,  1395, 
1444,  1454,  1461,  1470,  1474,  1544 
Employment  Policy,  National  Commission  for — 
1702 

Endangered  Species  Committee — 1697 
Endowment.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Energy 

Alternative  fuels — 1327 
Conservation — 85 1 

National  energy  strategy — 955,  1054,  1155, 
1337 

Nuclear — 900,  1105 
Oil— 899,  1054 

Energy  Agency,  International — 899 
Energy  and  Water  Development  Appropriations 
Act,  1992—1045 
Energy,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretaries — 1391 
General  Counsel — 1003 
Secretary — 1665 

Solar  Energy  Research  Institute — 1155 
Energy  Regulatory  Commission,  Federal — 1687 
Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative — 902, 
1085,  1197,  1278,  1663 
Enterprise  Institute,  American — 1539 
Environment 
See  also  Conservation 
Air  quality— 1172,  1173 
Economic  growth,  impact — 1054 
Global  climate  change — 852,  903,  904 
International  cooperation — 821,  852,  903,  1136 
Oil  pollution — 1011 
Recycling— 1368,  1369,  1401 


Environment  and  Conservation  Challenge 
Awards,  President’s — 1368 
Environment  for  the  Americas  Board — 1683 
Environmental  Protection  Agency — 1127,  1174, 
1347 

Environmental  Quality,  President’s  Commission 
on— 1677 

Environmental  Youth  Awards — 1400 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commission — 
1675 

Establishing  Services  To  Enhance  Esteem  and 
Motivation  (ESTEEM),  Inc.,  Euclid,  OH — 1739 
Estonia 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
President — 1101 

Right  to  self-determination — 833,  835,  979, 
1028,  1066,  1081,  1084,  1087-1089,  1094, 
1101-1103,  1105,  1106,  1131 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1012,  1028,  1132,  1543 
Estuary  Council  of  Senior  Clubs,  Clinton,  CT — 
1737 
Europe 

See  also  specific  country 
Arms  control  agreement — 849 
Defense  and  security — 832,  1412,  1427 
Economic  assistance — 810,  869,  880,  885,  1106 
Reforms,  political  and  economic— 894,  900, 
1413,  1428 

Trade  with  U.S.— 880,  1306,  1405,  1429 
U.S.  military  role — 1417,  1420 
European  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Develop¬ 
ment— 880,  900,  1132,  1311 
European  Community— 814,  833,  891,  895,  900, 
917,  967,  1062,  1421,  1426,  1428,  1429,  1591, 
1616,  1674 

Exceptional  Service,  Presidential  Award  for — 
1599 

Executive  Office  of  the  President.  See  specific 
office  or  council 

Explosive  Ordnance  Disposal,  Mobile  Unit  NINE, 
Navy  Diver /Hearing  Impaired  Student  Tutor¬ 
ing  Program,  Alameda,  CA — 1739 
Export  Council,  President’s — 1689 
Exports,  U.S.  See  specific  commodity  or  subject; 
Commerce,  Department  of;  Commerce,  inter¬ 
national 

Faculty  Fellows  Program,  Presidential — 1158 
Farm  Credit  Administration — 1023 
Farming.  See  Agriculture 

FBI.  See  Justice,  Department  of,  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation 

Federal.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Federalism — 1 118-1120 
Finance  Corporation,  International — 1684 
Finland,  U.S.  Ambassador — 1482 
Firefighters,  commemoration  ceremony — 1692 
Fires.  See  Disaster  assistance 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Foundation,  National — 1695 
Fishery  agreements.  See  Maritime  affairs 
Flooding.  See  Disaster  assistance 
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Florida,  President’s  visits — 1226,  1228-1230, 
1531,  1688 
Food  assistance 

Domestic  policies  and  programs — 1508 
Soviet  Union — 1066,  1087,  1101,  1238 
Food  Stamp  Program.  See  Agriculture,  Depart¬ 
ment  of 

Foreign  Assets  Control,  Office  of.  See  Treasury, 
Department  of  the 

Foreign  policy.  See  specific  country ,  region ,  or 
subject 

Foreign  Relations  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Years 
1992  and  1993—1344 
Fortune  500 — 1472 
Foundation.  See  other  part  of  subject 
France 

Persian  Gulf  conflict,  role — 881,  882 
President— 831,  832,  881,  882,  889,  912,  1057, 
1058,  1062,  1206,  1221,  1223,  1269,  1418, 
1617,1674,1696 

President  Bush’s  visit — 881,  882, 1674 
Fraternal  Congress  of  America,  National — 1254 
Fraternal  Order  of  Police,  National — 1040 
Free  Medical  Clinic,  Cleveland,  OH — 1738 
Freedom,  Presidential  Medal  of — 816,  1480,  1599 
Fresh  Force,  Minneapolis,  MN — 1738 
Future  Farmers  of  America — 1450 

Gas  Association,  American — 1337 
Geiger  Brothers  Adopt-a-School  Program,  Lewis¬ 
ton,  ME — 1738 

General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade 
(GATT).  See  Commerce,  international,  trade 
negotiations  and  agreements 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences.  See  Com¬ 
merce,  international 
German- American  Day — 1257 
Germany 

Chancellor— 831,  833,  905,  1057,  1062,  1066, 
1087,  1091,  1158,  1221,  1418,  1616,  1674, 
1696 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — 1257 
Global  Protection  Against  Limited  Strikes — 840, 
998,  1296 

Goochland  Fellowship  and  Family  Service 
(GFFS),  Goochland,  VA— 1738 
Government  agencies  and  employees 
See  also  specific  agency 
Combined  Federal  Campaign — 853,  1698 
Cost  controls — 1527,  1564 
Disabled  persons,  employment — 965 
Energy  conservation — 851 
Ethics— 1322 
Funding— 1237,  1476 
Public  service — 1320 
Recycling  programs — 1368,  1369,  1401 
Regulatory  reform — 1403 
Government  Ethics,  Office  of— 1324 
Governors’  Association,  National — 1050 
Grass  Roots  Organization  Political  Action  Com¬ 
mittee — 1696 

Great  Lakes  Fishery  Commission — 1685 


Greece 

Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  democracy  in 
Athens,  U.S.  delegation — 1688 
Cyprus  conflict  resolution,  role.  See  Cyprus 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — 1506 
President— 916,  917,  924,  1675 
President  Bush’s  visit — 915,  917,  919,  923-925, 
9’30,  1675 

Prime  Minister— 832,  833,  836,  916,  917,  919, 
926,  931,  936,  938,  1013,  1014,  1505,  1506, 
1593,  1594,  1675,  1701 
Reforms,  political  and  economic — 926 
Souda  Bay  naval  facility — 930,  1675 
Trade  with  U.S. — 927 
U.S.  military  assistance — 917,  931 
Greek-American  Chamber  of  Commerce — 925 
Greek  Orthodox  Patriarch — 1690 
GSP.  See  Commerce,  international 
Guam 

Typhoon — 1700 

World  War  II  anniversary  ceremony,  Presi¬ 
dent’s  representative — 1700 
Guatemala 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1680 
President — 1 244 
Gulf  Cooperation  Council — 959 

Haiti 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1689 
Economic  sanctions — 1351,  1495 
Military  coup — 1247,  1260,  1263 
President— 1260,  1263,  1495,  1646 
Refugees — 1494,  1646 
Hanukkah— 1531,  1700 

Harry  S  Truman  Scholarship  Foundation — 1690 
Hawaii,  President’s  visit — 1568,  1571,  1573,  1576 
Hawthorne  Elementary  School,  Salt  Lake  City, 
UT— 1401 

Head  Start.  See  Health  and  Human  Services,  De¬ 
partment  of 

Headrest,  Lebanon,  NH — 1737 
Health  and  Human  Services,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretary — 1450 
Deputy  Secretary — 1316 
Head  Start— 1110 
Secretary— 1372,  1423,  1489,  1630 
Health  and  medical  care 
Acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome 
(AIDS)— 1016,  1105,  1419,  1455,  1461,  1463, 
1492,  1498,  1514,  1578,  1623,  1626 
Health  care  reform — 1421,  1460,  1564 
Infant  mortality — 1181 
Mental  health — 1372 
Health  Care  Reform,  Coalition  for — 1703 
Health,  President’s— 936,  1015,  1021,  1044,  1685 
Helping  Our  Brothers  Out,  Inc.,  Austin,  TX — 
1737 

Hemet  Honey  Bears,  Hemet,  CA — 1738 
High-Performance  Computing  Act  of  1991 — 1579 
Hispanic  Americans — 1195,  1471,  1553 
Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce,  U.S. — 1195 
Historic  Preservation,  Advisory  Council  on — 1701 
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Historically  Black  Colleges  and  Universities, 
President’s  Board  of  Advisors  on.  See  Educa¬ 
tion,  Department  of 

Home  Loan  Mortgage  Corporation,  Federal — 
1681 

Homeless  persons — 1621 

Homeownership  and  Opportunity  for  People  Ev¬ 
erywhere  (HOPE)— 1348 

Hope  House  Ministries,  Port  Jefferson,  NY — 1737 
Hostages— 876,  878,  895,  1029,  1031,  1033,  1034, 
1037,  1040,  1044,  1045,  1048,  1049,  1141, 
1315,  1483,  1490,  1531,  1537,  1545,  1546, 
1548,  1565,  1598,  1599 

Housing,  Advisory  Commission  on  Regulatory 
Barriers  to  Affordable — 838 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  Department 
of 

Assistant  Secretary — 1002 
Budget — 1348 
Secretary— 811,  838 

Housing  Partnerships,  National  Corporation  for — 
1677 

Housing,  public — 1347 
Human  rights.  See  specific  country 
Human  Service  Alliance,  Winston-Salem,  NC — 
1737 

Humanities,  National  Council  on  the.  See  Arts 
and  the  Humanities,  National  Foundation  on 
the 

Humanities,  National  Endowment  for  the.  See 
Arts  and  the  Humanities,  National  Foundation 
on  the 
Hungary 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
Economic  assistance — 869,  880 
Emigration  policy — 1023 
Prime  Minister — 1062,  1087,  1270 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1543,  1568 
Hurricanes.  See  Disaster  assistance 

Iceland 

President — 1275 
Prime  Minister — 1687 
Illinois 

President’s  visits— 1195,  1580,  1581,  1584,  1687 
Republican  Party  event — 1702 
Illinois  Farm  Bureau — 1584 
IMF.  See  Monetary  Fund,  International 
Immigration  and  naturalization 
See  also  specific  country 
Employment  of  illegal  aliens — 869 
Imports,  U.S.  See  specific  subject;  Commerce, 
international 

Independence  Day— 822,  825 
Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Culture  and  Arts  De¬ 
velopment,  Institute  of  American— 1686,  1691, 
1692,  1694 

Indian  Education,  White  House  Conference  on — 
1686 

Indiana  Literacy  Coalition  for  the  Deaf,  Indian¬ 
apolis,  IN— 1738 
Indians,  American 

Native  American  Cultural  Center  feasibility 
study — 1580 


Indians,  American — Continued 
Tribal  government  relationship  with  Feder. 
Government — 1 545 
Indonesia,  human  rights — 1644 
Industry.  See  specific  industry;  Business  and  ir. 
dustry 

Inflation.  See  Economy,  national 
Information  Agency,  U.S. — 1296,  1346 
Institute.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Yeai 

1991— 1043 

Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year 

1992— 1544 

Intelligence.  See  Defense  and  national  security 
Inter- American  Development  Bank — 963,  1663 
Interest  rates.  See  Economy,  national 
Intergovernmental  Relations,  Advisory  Commis¬ 
sion  on — 1681 

Interior,  Department  of  the 
Chief  Financial  Officer — 1698 
Land  Management,  Bureau  of— 966 
Park  Service,  National — 966 
Reclamation,  Bureau  of— 1046 
Secretary — 966,  1580 
Wildlife  preservation,  role — 956 
Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act 
of  1991—1592,  1631,  1637 
International.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission — 1679 
Interstate  Commission  on  the  Potomac  River 
Basin — 1683 

Investigation,  Federal  Bureau  of.  See  Justice,  De¬ 
partment  of 
Iowa 

Flooding — 1674 
Ice  storms — 1703 
Iran 

Alleged  1980  hostage  deal— 876,  878,  1030 
Hostages,  role — 1034, 1048 
President — 1268 
Trade  sanctions — 1305 
U.S.  national  emergency — 1438 
Iraq 

See  also  Persian  Gulf  conflict 
Arms  shipments — 1127,  1306 
Internal  situation — 935 

Nuclear  weapons  development — 806,  836,  858, 
883,  885,  889,  891,  896,  912,  923,  975,  1164, 
1176,  1178, 1191,  1202,  1205,  1206, 1478 
President— 806,  808,  832,  836,  858,  860,  883, 
885,  886,  896,  923,  928,  931,  935,  937,  944, 
948,  959,  975,  976,  979,  1013,  1015,  1049, 
1161,  1176,  1177,  1191-1193,  1201,  1202, 
1206,  1268,  1292,  1409,  1515, 1667 
Refugees — 896,  935 
Reparations  to  Kuwait — 896, 1479 
Terrorism,  role — 1049 
Trade  sanctions— 860,  894,  948,  1292 
U.S.  national  emergency,  continuation — 966, 
967 

Ireland,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1683 
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Israel 

See  also  Middle  East;  Palestinians 
Economic  assistance — 1121,  1129,  1140,  1141, 
1161,  1265 

Hostages,  role-1036,  1037,  1049, 1141 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — 1617,  1631 
Prime  Minister— 809,  942,  1010,  1013,  1121, 
1143,  1616,  1698 

Settlements  in  occupied  territories — 807,  894, 
942,  959,  1121,  1349,  1360, 1642,  1647 
U.S.  Ambassador — 1002 
Italian-American  Foundation,  National— 1270 
Italy 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1271,  1689 
President — 1696 

President  Bush’s  visit— 1410,  1412,  1417,  1695 
Prime  Minister — 1062,  1674,  1696 
Izvestia — 969 

Jamaica 
Debt— 1085 

Law  enforcement  cooperation  with  U.S. — 1336 
James  Madison  Memorial  Fellowship  Founda¬ 
tion — 1690 
Japan 

Former  Prime  Ministers — 1643,  1683 
Investment  in  U.S. — 974 
Northern  Territories — 979,  1017 
Persian  Gulf  conflict,  financial  support — 871 
President  Bush’s  visit — 1404,  1407,  1423,  1670 
Prime  Minister  Kaifu — 831,  871,  1062,  1064, 
1080,  1087,  1674 

Prime  Minister  Miyazawa — 1574,  1576,  1640, 
1643 

Trade  with  U.S.— 871,  1447,  1456,  1577,  1640, 
1664 

Jewish  Americans — 1696 

Jewish  Family  Service  of  Colorado,  Denver, 
CO— 1739 

John  3:16  Mission,  Tulsa,  OK — 1739 
Johnson  Elementary  School  volunteers,  Cedar 
Rapids,  IA— 1738 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  See  Defense,  Department  of 
Judicial  Discipline  and  Removal,  National  Com¬ 
mission  on — 1681 
Justice,  Department  of 
See  also  Law  enforcement  and  crime 
Attorney  General  Barr — 1524, 1630,  1692 
Attorney  General  Thornburgh — 804,  811,  1017, 
1031,  1041 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation — 1286,  1323, 
1335 

Foreign  Claims  Settlement  Commission  of  the 
United  States — 1697 

Immigration-Related  Unfair  Employment  Prac¬ 
tices,  Special  Counsel  for — 1677 
Justice  Assistance,  Bureau  of— 1679 
Parole  Commission,  U.S. — 1699 
Prison  Industries,  Inc.,  Federal — 1692 
U.S.  Marshals  Service — 1502 
VANPAC  Task  Force— 1692 
Victims  of  Crime,  Office  of— 1697 


Ka’anapali  Beach  Hotel  employee  volunteers,  La- 
haina,  Maui,  HI— 1739 
KABC  Television — 1628 
KCNC  Television— 1497 
Kennedy  Center.  See  Smithsonian  Institution 
Kentucky 

President’s  visit — 1248,  1250, 1689 
Republican  Party  event — 1250 
Key  Club  International — 1699 
KGO  Television — 1626 
KHOU  Television— 1382 
KiDsGyM  USA,  College  Park,  GA— 1737 
King’s  Messenger  Puppeteers,  San  Bernardino, 
_ 1738 

KIRO,  Inc.,  Seattle,  WA— 1737 
KMOV  Television— 1458 
KNBC  Television— 1495 
Korea,  South 

Defense  and  security — 813 
Fishery  agreements  with  U.S. — 968, 1307 
President— 812,  814,  1687 
President  Bush’s  visit — 1404,  1407,  1670 
Trade  with  U.S. — 1447 
U.S.  nuclear  weapons — 1643 
KPLR  Television — 1460 
KPRC  Television — 1379 
KSDK  Television— 1456 
KTRK  Television— 1384 
KTVI  Television— 1454 
Kuwait 

See  also  Persian  Gulf  conflict 
Amir — 1237 

Iraqi  reparations  for  damages — 896,  1479 

Oil  well  fires — 1409 

Trials  for  alleged  collaborators — 809 

Labor  Day — 1107 
Labor,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretary — 1667 
Deputy  Secretary — 915 
Secretary — 1665 
Solicitor — 915 

Labor  Relations  Authority,  Federal — 1697,  1701 
Labor  Relations  Board,  National — 1678 
Land  Management,  Bureau  of.  See  Interior,  De¬ 
partment  of  the 
Latin  America 
See  also  specific  country 
Economic  growth — 902 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1020, 1658 
Latvia 

President — 1101 

Right  to  self-determination — 833,  835,  979, 
1028,  1066,  1081,  1084,  1087-1089,  1094, 
1101-1103,  1105,  1106,  1131 
Trade  with  U.S— 1012,  1028,  1132,  1543 
Law  enforcement  and  crime 
See  also  Drug  abuse  and  trafficking;  Justice, 
Department  of 
Capital  punishment — 1042 
Drunk  driving — 1633 

International  cooperation — 1325,  1336,  1365, 
1449 
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Law  enforcement  and  crime — Continued 
Night  Out  Against  Crime,  National — 1026 
Pornography — 1 280 

Proposed  crime  legislation — 808,  1027,  1042, 
1249,  1252,  1295,  1381,  1385,  1519,  1520, 
1525 

Victims  of  crime — 1042 

Law  Enforcement  Officers  Memorial,  National — 
1294 

Learn  to  Read  of  Northwest  Florida,  Inc.,  Pensa¬ 
cola,  FL— 1737 

Learning  Place,  Syracuse,  NY — 1737 
Lebanon 

Conflict  resolution — 894,  1206 
Hostages— 1029,  1031,  1033,  1034,  1048,  1314, 
1483,  1490,  1531,  1537,  1545,  1546,  1548, 
1565,  1598,  1599 
President — 1207,  1688 
Lecture  Series,  Presidential — 1690 
Legal  Services  Corporation — 1349,  1683 
Legion  of  Merit,  presentation  ceremonies — 881, 
886 

Lesotho,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1689 
Lewiston  Comprehensive  High  School — 1107 
Liberty,  Year  of  Thanksgiving  for  the  Blessings 
of— 1612 

Libraries  and  Information  Science,  National 
Commission  on — 1675,  1676,  1686,  1691,  1692 
Library  and  Information  Services,  White  House 
Conference  on — 861 
Libya 

Terrorism,  role— 1470,  1486,  1493,  1527,  1661 
U.S.  national  emergency — 851,  1661 
Liechtenstein,  Head  of  State — 1688 
Life  Issues  for  the  Elderly  (LIFE),  Charlottesville, 
VA— 1738 

Literacy  Act  of  1991,  National — 960,  961 
Literacy  Education  Action  Program,  El  Paso, 
TX— 1737 

Literatumaya  Gazeta — 969 
Lithuania 

President— 1101,  1103, 1682 
Right  to  self-determination— 833,  835,  979, 
1028,  1066,  1081,  1084,  1087-1089,  1094, 
1101-1103,  1105,  1106,  1131 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1012, 1028,  1132,  1543 
Little  Light  House,  Tulsa,  OK— 1737 
Louisiana 

Gubernatorial  election— 1334,  1407,  1459, 

1462,  1483 

President’s  visit — 1234 
Republican  Party  event — 1234 
Louisiana  State  University— 845 
Luxembourg,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 

Machine  tool  industry — 1665 
Mag  Instrument,  Inc. — 1558 
Maine 

Governor— 1113 

President’s  visits— 801,  871,  875,  1057,  1071, 
1078,  1080,  1086,  1094,  1100,  1107,  1680- 
1682,  1695 

Malaysia,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1679 

Malcolm  Baldrige  National  Quality  Awards — 1387 


Malta,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1689 
Management  and  Budget,  Office  of— 1022,  1080, 
1138,  1404,  1501 

Manufacturers  Executive  Committee,  National 
Association  of — 1700 
Maritime  affairs 

Fishery  agreements — 967,  968,  1306 
Tuna  imports  to  U.S. — 1309 
Maritime  Organization,  International.  See  United 
Nations 

Marlow  Industries — 1387 
Marshall  Islands 
President — 1688 
Typhoon — 1700 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Federal  Holiday  Com¬ 
mission — 1682 
Maryland 
Governor — 1113 
President’s  visit — 1285 
Massachusetts 
Coastal  storm — 1695 
Governor — 1055 
Hurricane — 1 682 

Match-Two  Prisoner  Outreach  Program  of  the 
Richmond  J.  Donovan  Correction  Facility,  San 
Diego,  CA— 1738 
Medal,  William  J.  Donovan — 1320 
Medical  care.  See  Health  and  medical  care 
MediVan  Project,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL — 1737 
Mendenhall  Ministries,  Mendenhall,  MS — 1737 
Mental  Retardation,  President’s  Committee  on — 
1673 

Mesa  County  Partners,  Grand  Junction,  CO — 
1737 

Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  TX — 1737 
Mexico 

President— 1020,  1056,  1196,  1232,  1583,  1645, 
1694,  1702 

Trade  with  U.S.— 1055,  1196,  1309,  1645,  1658 
MIA’s.  See  Armed  Forces,  U.S. 

Michigan,  President’s  visit — 825 
Micronesia 
President — 1688 
Typhoon— 1701 
Middle  East 

See  also  specific  country ;  Hostages;  Palestin¬ 
ians;  Persian  Gulf  conflict 
Peace  efforts,  U.S.  and  international — 809,  834, 
884,  887,  888,  894,  913,  938,  940,  942,  959, 
995,  1010,  1013,  1014,  1029,  1065,  1082, 

1121,  1122,  1129,  1139,  1141,  1161,  1162, 

1206,  1217,  1265,  1308,  1316,  1328,  1329, 

1349,  1352,  1356,  1360,  1362,  1641,  1642, 

1647, 1695 

Security  Council  resolutions,  United  Nations — 
1014,  1217 

Soviet  role — 1103,  1121 
Military,  U.S.  See  Armed  Forces,  U.S. 

Mine  safety  and  health — 1682,  1688 
Minnesota,  ice  storms — 1703 
Minnesota  Twins — 1371 
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Minorities.  See  specific  group  or  subject;  Civil 
rights 

Minority  Business  Development  Week — 1211 
Mississippi 

Governor-elect — 1699 
President’s  visit — 1534 
Missouri 

Governor — 1052 

President’s  visits— 822,  1450,  1454,  1456,  1458, 
1460,  1463,  1696 
Republican  Party  event — 1463 
Monetary  Fund,  International — 880,  891,  901, 
903,  953,  972,  973,  979,  980,  984,  1132 
Mongolia 

Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
Consular  convention  with  U.S. — 1154 
Montana 

Education  reform — 1589 
Governor — 1589 
Morocco,  King — 1216,  1218 
Moscow  News — 969 

Mose  and  Garrison  Siskin  Memorial  Foundation 
Pre-School,  Chattanooga,  TN — 1738 
Mount  Rushmore  National  Memorial — 819 
Multilateral  Investment  Fund.  See  Developing 
countries 

Museum  Services  Board,  National.  See  Arts  and 
the  Humanities,  National  Foundation  on  the 
Myanmar.  See  Burma 

Namibia,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1683 
NASA.  See  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration, 
National 

National.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Native  Americans.  See  Indians,  American 
NATO.  See  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization 
Near  North  Little  League,  Chicago,  IL — 1737 
Negro  Educational  Emergency  Drive  (NEED), 
Pittsburgh,  PA — 1738 
Neon  Enterprises — 1298 
Nepal,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1699 
Netherlands 

President  Bush’s  visit — 1426,  1429,  1433,  1696 
Prime  Minister — 1062,  1426, 1429, 1616 
Queen — 1696 

New  American  Schools  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion— 828,  1262,  1690 
New  Hampshire 
Coastal  storm — 1697 
Education  reform — 1618 
Governor — 1618 
Hurricane — 1683 
New  Jersey 

President’s  visit — 1207,  1688 
Republican  Party  event — 1207 
New  York 
Hurricane — 1 686 

President’s  visits — 1199,  1203,  1205,  1206, 
1440,  1445,  1687,  1696 
Republican  Party  event — 1440 
New  Zealand,  U.S.  nuclear  weapons — 1643 
Night  Out  Against  Crime,  National — 1026 
Nobel  Peace  Prize — 1291 


North  Atlantic  Salmon  Conservation  Organiza¬ 
tion — 1701 

North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization — 832,  1405, 
1410,  1412,  1417,  1420,  1422,  1427,  1591, 
1691,  1695,  1696 

North  Dakota  41st  Air  Force  Junior  Reserve  Offi¬ 
cer  Training  Corps  Squadron,  Fargo,  ND— 
1738 

North  Pacific  Marine  Science  Organization — 852 
Northern  Mariana  Islands,  U.S.  Special  Repre¬ 
sentative — 1690 
Norway 

Prime  Minister — 1688 
Queen — 1275 
Nuclear  weapons 

Arms  control  negotiations  and  agreements — 
828,  831,  847,  88 3,  889,  906-908,  910,  918, 
982,  986,  988,  994,  1033,  1059,  1163,  1222, 
1273,  1296,  1411,  1415,  1417,  1520,  1610, 
1675 

Nonproliferation — 890,  896,  998,  1024,  1162, 
1164,  1176,  1178,  1191,  1202,  1205,  1206, 
1478,  1564,  1643,  1656 

Production  and  disposal  controls,  verification 
measures — 1 27  2 

Reduction  proposals — 1220,  1228,  1269,  1288, 
1353 

Strategic  defense  programs — 840,  1224,  1296 
Nutrition  Monitoring  Advisory  Council,  Nation¬ 
al-1698 

OAS.  See  States,  Organization  of  American 
OECD.  See  Economic  Cooperation  and  Develop¬ 
ment,  Organization  for 
Office.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Ohio,  President’s  visit — 1508,  1511,  1514,  1517, 
1699 

Olympic  dinner — 1689 

Operation  Breakingthrough,  Newport  News, 
VA— 1737 

Operation  SHARE,  Phoenix,  AZ — 1738 
Oregon 

Governor — 1 054 
President’s  visit — 1185,  1687 
Republican  Party  event — 1304 
Organization.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Overseas  Private  Investment  Corporation  (OPIC). 
See  Development  Cooperation  Agency,  U.S. 
International 

O.W.  Motivational,  Inc.,  volunteers,  Cincinnati, 
OH— 1738 

Pacific  region.  See  Asia-Pacific  region 
Palestinians— 894,  1013,  1029,  1363 
Panama 

Government  assets  held  by  U.S. — 1258 
Law  enforcement  cooperation  with  U.S. — 1325 
Panama  Canal  Commission — 1686,  1690 
Panama  Canal,  Commission  for  the  Study  of  Al¬ 
ternatives  to  the — 1122 
Panama  Canal  Consultative  Committee — 1699 
Parents  for  Drug  Free  Youth,  Federation  of — 
1689 
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Parents  Helping  Parents,  San  Jose,  CA — 1737 
Park  Service,  National.  See  Interior,  Department 
of  the 

Partnership  for  a  Drug-Free  America — 1689 
Patient  Pride,  Paradise  Valley,  AZ — 1737 
Peace  Corps— 1116,  1132,  1172,  1675,  1685,  1689 
Peace,  U.S.  Institute  of— 1681,  1686 
Pearl  Harbor— 1455,  1557,  1568,  1571,  1573, 
1576,  1700 

Peavey  Electronics — 1534 
Pennsylvania 

President’s  visits — 1145,  1148,  1685,  1689 
Republican  Party  events — 1148,  1689 
Senatorial  election— 1402,  1407,  1421,  1455 
Pension  Benefit  Guaranty  Corporation — 1686 
People  Attempting  To  Help,  Tyler,  TX — 1737 
Persian  Gulf  conflict 
See  also  specific  country 
Families  of  British  casualties — 1686 
Financial  costs,  U.S.  and  international — 871, 

901 

Kuwaiti  oil  fields  and  installations — 1409 
Multinational  coalition  forces,  deployment — 
893 

News  media  coverage — 1302 
Post-conflict  assessment — 832,  834,  836,  841, 
860,  959, 1013,  1237 
Refugees— 896 

Security  Council  resolutions,  United  Nations — 
806,  859,  860,  896,  1161,  1164,  1176,  1178, 
1191,  1202,  1205,  1206,  1478 
U.S.  military  forces,  deployment — 864,  957, 
1674 
Peru 

Drug  interdiction,  cooperation — 1166,  1170, 
1198 

President— 1165,  1170,  1198,  1680 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1543 

Philippines,  military  facilities,  special  negotiator 
for  U.S.  access  to — 1683 

Physical  Fitness  and  Sports,  President’s  Council 
on — 1685 

Pioneer  Potlatch,  The  Dalles,  OR— 1738 
Points  of  Light 
See  also  Voluntarism 

Recipients— 1224,  1226,  1228,  1229,  1737 
Poland 

Economic  and  technical  assistance — 869,  880, 

902 

Fishery  agreement  with  U.S.— 968 
Polish-American  Children’s  Hospital  dedica¬ 
tion,  U.S.  delegation — 1677 
President — 1062 
Prime  Minister — 1133 
Reforms,  political  and  economic— 1133 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1133,  1568 
Pollution.  See  Environment 
Pornography.  See  Law  enforcement  and  crime 
Portugal,  Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1683 
Posada,  Pueblo,  CO— 1737 
Postal  Rate  Commission — 1689 
Postal  Service,  U.S. — 1693 
POW’s.  See  Armed  Forces,  U.S. 


Pravda — 969 

Presidential.  See  other  part  of  subject 
President’s.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Committee,  Federal, 
annual  report — 1688 

Primary  Children’s  Medical  Center — 1 180 
Professor  of  the  Year — 1693 
Project  C.A.R.E.  (Caring  Always  Reaps  Enjoy¬ 
ment),  Wanamassa,  NJ — 1738 
Public  Diplomacy,  U.S.  Advisory  Commission 
on — 1686 

Public  service.  See  Government  agencies  and  em¬ 
ployees 

Railroad  Retirement  Board — 1138 
Rand  Corporation — 829 
Real  Estate  Industry  Association — 1700 
Reclamation,  Bureau  of.  See  Interior,  Department 
of  the 

Reconstruction  and  Development,  International 
Bank  for— 880,  891,  901,  902,  904,  972,  973, 
979,  980,  984,  1132,  1311,  1689 
Red  Cross,  American — 1685 
Red  Lobster  Restaurants — 1298 
Refugees.  See  specific  country  or  region 
Regulatory  reform.  See  Government  agencies  and 
employees 

Religious  Alliance  Against  Pornography — 1280 
Religious  Community  Services,  Inc.,  Clearwater, 
FL — 1737 

Renewable  Energy  Laboratory,  National — 1156 
Republican  Congressional  Committee,  National — 
1698 

Republican  Eagles — 1685 
Republican  National  Committee — 1698 
Republican  Party 
Congressional  leadership — 1367 
President’s  Club  Dinner — 1693 
State  party  organizations,  fundraisers,  etc.  See 
specific  State 

Republican  Senatorial  Committee,  National — 
1689,  1691 

Reserve  System,  Federal— 856,  864,  1046,  1232, 
1650,  1680 

Reserves.  See  Armed  Forces,  U.S. 

Resolution  Trust  Corporation  Refinancing,  Re¬ 
structuring,  and  Improvement  Act  of  1991 — 
1604 

Rhode  Island,  hurricane — 1682 
Romania 

Emigration  policy — 1070,  1071 
Food  assistance— 881 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1070,  1071 
Ronald  Reagan  Presidential  Library — 1398,  1695 
Rosh  Hashanah — 1116 

Rural  America,  President’s  Council  on — 1693 
Rural  Telephone  Bank.  See  Agriculture,  Depart¬ 
ment  of 

Ruth  House  Ministries,  Tampa,  FL — 1738 
Ryder  and  Walker  Cup  Teams — 1689 
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Saint  Joseph  Ballet  Company,  Santa  Ana,  CA — 
1737 

Saint  Joseph’s  Chapin  Street  Health  Center, 
South  Bend,  IN— 1738 
Salary  Council,  Federal— 1698 
Salvage,  1989  International  Convention  on — 1136 
Samoa,  American,  hurricane — 1702 
Samoa,  Western,  Prime  Minister — 1275 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Day,  National — 1703 
Saudi  Arabia 

See  also  Persian  Gulf  conflict 
U.S.  military  assistance — 1177,  1178 
Scholars,  Commission  on  Presidential — 1692 
Scholarship  and  Excellence  in  Education  Founda¬ 
tion,  Barry  Goldwater — 1675 
Schools.  See  specific  institution ;  Education 
Science  and  technology 
Computers — 1 57  9 
Environment,  role — 1175 
Research  and  development — 1046,  1157,  1347 
Space  program.  See  Space  program 
Science  ana  Technology,  National  Medals  of — 
1156 

Science  and  Technology,  President’s  Council  of 
Advisors  on — 1674,  1682,  1697 
Science  Foundation,  National — 1157,  1347,  1679 
Sciences,  National  Academy  of — 1262 
SDI.  See  Nuclear  weapons,  strategic  defense  pro¬ 
grams 

Secret  Service.  See  Treasury,  Department  of  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission — 1693 
Securities  Investor  Protection  Corporation — 1690 
Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  Conference 
on— 814,  1414,  1678 
Security  Council,  National 
Assistant  to  President  and  Deputy  for  National 
Security  Affairs— 810,  817,  1033,  1062,  1680- 
1682 

Assistant  to  President  for  National  Security  Af¬ 
fairs— 818,  831,  875,  883,  889,  910,  914,  975, 
1014,  1029,  1057,  1060,  1062,  1176,  1177, 
1524,  1645,  1675,  1681, 1682,  1701 
Deputy  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs — 1490 

Special  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for  Asian 
Affairs — 875 

Special  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for  De¬ 
fense  Policy  and  Arms  Control — 1361 
Special  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for  Inter¬ 
national  Programs  and  African  Affairs — 1216 
Special  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for  Near 
East  Affairs — 817 

Special  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  for  Soviet 
Affairs— 1215,  1682 
Security  Medal,  National — 1678 
Security,  national.  See  Defense  and  national  secu¬ 
rity 


Security  Telecommunications  Advisory  Commit¬ 
tee,  President’s  National — 1691 
Senegal 

Economic  assistance — 1450 
Persian  Gulf  conflict,  role — 1125 
President— 1125,  1128,  1680 
Senior  Life  Enrichment  Visitation  Program,  Balti¬ 
more,  MD — 1737 

Sentencing  Commission,  U.S. — 1693 
Serenity  House  Pediatric  AIDS  Foundation,  Inc., 
Orlando,  FL— 1737 

Service,  Commission  on  National  and  Communi¬ 
ty — 1676 

Shofield  Residence,  Kenmore,  NY — 1737 
Singapore,  President  Bush’s  visit — 1404,  1407, 
1670 

Small  Business  Administration — 1127,  1668 
Small  business.  See  Business  and  industry 
Smithsonian  Institution 

Advisory  Committee  on  the  Arts,  John  F.  Ken¬ 
nedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts — 1674, 
1684,  1701 

John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts— 1700 
South  Africa 

African  National  Congress — 854,  1547 
Economic  sanctions — 846,  854,  857, 1305 
Reforms,  political  and  economic — 895 
State  President — 846,  853,  854,  857 
South  America.  See  specific  country;  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica 

South  Carolina,  Governor — 1053 
South  Dakota 
Education  reform — 1702 
Governor — 1702 
President’s  visit — 819 

South  East  Asian  Nations,  Association  of — 1644 
South  King  County  Multi-Service  Center  Literacy 
Program,  Federal  Way,  WA — 1738 
Southern  Newspaper  Publishers  Association — 
1483 

Southside  Preparatory  Association,  Inc.,  Syracuse, 
NY— 1738 

Soviet  Union.  See  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics 

Space  program,  funding — 1347 

Space  Science  Symposium,  National — 1167 

Spain 

Deputy  Prime  Minister — 1694 
President  Bush’s  visit — 1352,  1358,  1362,  1694, 
1695 

Prime  Minister — 1062,  1358,  1695 
Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives — 878,  1030 
Special  Counsel,  Office  of — 1185,  1681 
Spelman  College  students,  Atlanta,  GA — 1738 
Sports 

Baseball— 844,  845,  849,  1371 
Basketball,  NBA  champions — 1242 
Golf,  Ryder  and  Walker  Cup  Teams — 1689 
Indianapolis  500  winner — 1673 
St.  Francis  Conference-Devereaux  Apartments, 
Salem,  OR— 1737 
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St.  Patrick  Center,  St.  Louis,  MO — 1737 
START.  See  Nuclear  weapons,  arms  control  nego¬ 
tiations  and  agreements 
State  and  local  governments 
See  also  specific  State  or  subject 
All-American  Cities  Awards — 1025 
Education,  role— 1051,  1053,  1054,  1110,  1119, 
1188,  1236,  1518,  1618,  1702 
Law  enforcement  and  crime,  role — 1027 
Town  and  township  governments — 1118 
Transportation,  role — 1190 
State,  Department  of 
Ambassadors.  See  specific  country 
Assistant  Secretaries — 855,  859,  1139,  1346 
Chief  Financial  Officer — 870 
Chief  of  Protocol — 870 
Counter-Terrorism,  Coordinator  for — 1153 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretaries — 1101,  1103,  1674 
Deputy  Chief  of  Mission,  Moscow  Embassy — 
1057,  1068 

Deputy  Secretary — 817,  1062,  1596 
Employment  of  Soviet  nationals,  Moscow  Em¬ 
bassy — 1326 

European  Community,  U.S.  Representative — 
930 

Secretary— 807,  818,  828,  831,  832,  854,  883, 
884,  887-889,  908,  910,  911,  913,  924,  938- 
940,  942,  943,  959,  991,  995,  1010,  1016, 
1029,  1036,  1057,  1064-1066,  1068,  1069, 
1073,  1079,  1080,  1082,  1083,  1089,  1101, 
1103,  1120-1122,  1132,  1139,  1151,  1152, 
1159,  1161,  1206,  1266,  1270,  1288,  1305, 

1307,  1308,  1328,  1344,  1346,  1349,  1356, 

1359,  1360,  1364,  1421,  1447,  1473,  1506, 

1524,  1587,  1605,  1641,  1642,  1645,  1673- 

1675,  1679,  1682, 1691,  1694,  1696-1701 
START  Joint  Compliance  and  Inspection  Com¬ 
mission,  U.S.  Representative — 1163 
Treaties  and  conventions,  reports — 849,  852, 
983, 1011,  1136, 1137,  1154 
Under  Secretaries— 817,  1021,  1086,  1116, 
1151,  1152 

United  Nations,  U.S.  Mission  to  the — 962,  1687 
U.S.  Assistance  to  Eastern  Europe,  Office  of 
Coordinator — 869 

State  Governments,  Council  of— 1698 
State  Highway  and  Transportation  Officials, 
American  Association  of— 1634,  1701 
State  Legislatures,  National  Conference  of — 1697 
States,  Organization  of  American— 1247,  1263 
Step  13,  Denver,  CO— 1737 
Strategic  Services,  Office  of— 1317 
Student  Loan  Marketing  Association — 1696 
Substance  Prevention  &  Intervention  Network  in 
School/ Pupils,  Lawyers  and  Nurses  (SPINS/ 
PLAN)  Against  Drugs,  Bronx,  NY — 1739 
Summit  meetings 

London  economic  summit.  See  Economic 
summit,  international 

Moscow  summit.  See  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics,  summit  meeting  in  Moscow 
Sunlight  Club,  Inc.,  Washington,  PA — 1738 


Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S. — 801,  811,  855,  856, 
951,  1023,  1027,  1031,  1041,  1052,  1112,  1118, 
1123,  1124,  1130,  1141,  1148,  1153,  1163, 
1220,  1280,  1283,  1285,  1288,  1290,  1291, 
1297,  1303,  1308,  1489 

Suriname,  Presidential  inauguration,  U.S.  delega¬ 
tion — 1684 

Suspected  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect  (SCAN)  Vol¬ 
unteer  Service,  Inc.,  Little  Rock,  AR — 1739 
Susquehanna  River  Basin  Commission — 1681 
Syria 

Hostages,  role — 1033,  1034 
President — 887,  888 
Trade  sanctions — 1305 

Taiwan 

Driftnet  fishing  agreement  with  U.S. — 1307 
Elections — 1648 
Trade  with  U.S.— 1664 

Take  Pride  in  America  Awards,  presentation 
ceremony — 949 
Taxation 

Capital  gains— 1231,  1300,  1328,  1329,  1376, 
1382,  1385,  1393,  1422,  1442,  1448,  1452, 
1512,  1533,  1541,  1566,  1585,  1627,  1629 
Tax  cut  proposals — 1332,  1419 
Team  100  dinner — 1692 
Technology.  See  Science  and  technology 
Telecommunication  Regulations,  International — 
1137 

Telecommunication  Union,  International — 1679 
Telecommunications.  See  Communications 
Telephone  Consumer  Protection  Act  of  1991 — 
1651 

Tennessee,  President’s  visit — 1254 
Tennis  With  a  Different  Swing,  Inc.,  Orlando, 
FL— 1738 
Terrorism 

See  also  specific  country  or  region 
International  cooperation — 895 
Pan  American  plane  crash  in  Scotland — 1470, 
1486,  1493,  1527 

Flooding — 1664,  1703 
Governor — 1386 
Military  base  closings — 1667 
President’s  visits— 1373,  1379,  1381,  1384, 
1387,  1390,  1392,  1631,  1634,  1664,  1666, 
1695 

Republican  Party  events — 1373,  1392 
Thanks-Giving  Square — 1390 
Thailand 

Prime  Minister — 1618,  1631,  1700 
Queen — 1694 

Thanksgiving  Day — 1507, 1528 
Tourism  Policy  Council,  1990  report — 1692 
Towns  and  Townships,  National  Association  of — 
1117 

Toys  for  Tots — 1700 
Trade  Commission,  Federal — 1679 
Trade  Commission,  U.S.  International — 827, 
1610,  1693,  1702 
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Trade  Policy  and  Negotiations,  Advisory  Commit¬ 
tee  for— 1688,  1691 

Trade  Representative,  Office  of  the  U.S. — 1372, 
1584,  1664 

Trade.  See  Commerce,  international 
Transportation 
See  also  specific  industry 
Highways— 1366,  1592,  1632,  1634,  1637,  1701 
Proposed  legislation— 1050,  1119,  1190,  1458 
Transportation  and  Related  Agencies  Appropria¬ 
tions  Act,  1992,  Department  of— 1350 
Transportation,  Department  of 
Coast  Guard,  U.S. — 1648 
Deputy  Secretary — 1501 
Federal  Aviation  Administration — 1507 
General  Counsel — 951 

Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration,  Nation¬ 
al— 1366 

Secretary— 1050,  1592,  1611,  1699 
Travel  ana  tourism — 1339 
Treasury,  Department  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary — 1259 
Deputy  Secretary — 1062,  1089,  1596 
Foreign  Assets  Control,  Office  of— 851,  1258 
Mint,  U.S.— 962 
Secret  Service,  U.S.— 1673 
Secretary— 909,  1089,  1159,  1266,  1314,  1673, 
1685,  1693,  1697, 1700,  1702,  1703 
Under  Secretary — 1354 

Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General  Govern¬ 
ment  Appropriations  Act,  1992 — 1349 
Treaties  and  conventions.  See  specific  country  or 
subject 

Tribal  Self-Governance  Demonstration  Project 
Act— 1545 

Tropicana  Products,  Inc. — 1531 
Turkey 

Cyprus  conflict  resolution,  role.  See  Cyprus 
Iraqi  refugees — 935 

Military  and  economic  assistance — 944,  947 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — 1151,  1506 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Under  Secretary — 
1152 

Persian  Gulf  conflict,  role — 934,  939,  944 
President— 832,  833,  836,  920,  931,  933,  939- 
941,  944,  946,  1013,  1014,  1062,  1505,  1676 
President  Bush's  visit — 931,  933,  939,  940,  942, 
944,  946, 1676 

Prime  Minister— 934,  940,  1506, 1676 
Social  Democratic  Party  leader  Inonu — 1676 
True  Path  Party  leader  Demirel — 1676 
U.S.  Ambassador — 943 

Twelve  Together  Program,  Detroit,  MI — 1738 

Ukrainian  American  leaders — 1699 
Unemployment.  See  Employment  and  unemploy¬ 
ment 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
Ambassador  to  U.S. — 831, 1062 
Armenia,  President — 1472 
Arms  control  negotiations  and  agreements — 
828,  831,  847,  849,  883,  889,  906-908,  910, 
918,  982,  986,  988,  994,  1059,  1520,  1656, 
1675 


Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics — Continued 
Attempted  ouster  of  President  Gorbachev — 
1057-1069,  1071-1084,  1086 
Babi  Yar  World  War  II  memorial — 1009 
Chief  of  General  Staff— 828,  831,  1078,  1080, 
1081 

Deputy  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — 831 
Economic  assistance — 872,  875,  884,  909,  971- 
973,  979,  997,  1065,  1066,  1072,  1074,  1075, 
1087,  1090,  1091,  1094,  1101,  1238,  1354, 
1357,  1402,  1596 
Emigration  policy — 979 
Estonia.  See  Estonia 
Ethnic  conflicts — 1106 
Food  assistance — 1159,  1314,  1420,  1500 
Kazakhstan,  President — 1565 
Kyrgyzstan,  President — 1694 
Latvia.  See  Latvia 
Lithuania.  See  Lithuania 
Military  reductions — 980,  1221 
Minister  of  Defense — 1081 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Bessmertnykh — 828, 
831,  86 8,  889,  908,  910,  991,  995,  1061,  1065, 
1080,  1082,  1083,  1675,  1679 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Pankin — 1308,  1687 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Shevardnadze — 
1653 

Moscow  State  Institute  for  International  Rela¬ 
tions — 978 

Patriarch  of  Moscow — 1697 
Persian  Gulf  conflict,  role — 975,  979 
President— 805,  811,  828,  831,  835,  847,  848, 
868,  872,  875,  884,  889,  901,  905,  907-910, 
912,  914,  918,  969-972,  977,  982,  986,  991, 
1000,  1004,  1006,  1009,  1015,  1017,  1020, 

1057-1063,  1067-1069,  1072-1084,  1086, 

1092,  1099,  1101-1103,  1105,  1132,  1193, 

1201,  1207,  1222,  1224,  1232,  1235,  1271, 

1352,  1362,  1415,  1420,  1488,  1565,  1610, 

1645,  1653,  1654,  1656,  1666,  1667,  1673, 

1675,  1679,  1695 

President  Bush's  visit— 976,  978,  981,  982,  984, 
986,  991,  1000,  1003,  1005,  1009,  1010,  1678, 
1679 

Reforms,  political  and  economic — 835,  894, 
901,  908,  911,  913,  970,  972,  980,  982,  984, 
1005,  1006,  1058,  1059,  1063-1065,  1067, 
1075,  1081,  1086-1093,  1096,  1099,  1100, 
1102,  1104,  1410,  1428,  1555,  1586,  1605, 
1642, 1645, 1653, 1657 
Relations  with  Japan — 979, 1017 
Russia,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — 1080,  1524 
Russia,  President— 835,  848,  970,  981,  1059, 
1063,  1065,  1067-1069,  1071-1079,  1081- 
1084,  1086,  1092,  1099,  1102,  1193,  1201, 

1207,  1224,  1235,  1357,  1564,  1565,  1609, 

1611,  1642,  1645,  1654,  1656,  1657,  1660, 

1667 

Safeguarding  nuclear  weapons — 1097,  1564, 
1605,  1610,  1623,  1656 
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Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics — Continued 
Senior  Adviser  to  President — 1487,  1488 
Summit  meeting  in  Moscow — 969,  976,  978, 
981,  982,  984,  986,  988,  991,  1000,  1678 
Trade  with  U.S.— 810,  921,  979,  994,  1008, 
1011,  1012,  1028,  1276,  1543 
Ukraine,  President — 1215,  1564,  1565,  1700 
U.S.  Ambassador — 1060,  1064,  1068,  1071- 
1073,  1086,  1093,  1587,  1681,  1682,  1701 
U.S.  Embassy— 1326,  1654 
Vice  President— 1057-1059,  1062,  1067,  1069 
United  Kingdom 
Ambassador  to  U.S. — 1683 
President  Bush’s  visit — 886,  888,  905,  907,  1674 
Prime  Minister — 806,  831,  890,  908,  1057, 
1058,  1062,  1064,  1067,  1071,  1072,  1094, 
1221,  1410, 1431,  1616,  1674,  1696 
United  Nations 

Assistant  Secretary-General — 1599 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  International — 891, 
896,  1164,  1178,  1478,  1479,  1610,  1685 
Cyprus  Affairs,  Secretary-General’s  Director 
for— 1152 

Cyprus  conflict  resolution,  role.  See  Cyprus 
Economic  and  Social  Council,  U.S.  Representa¬ 
tive — 1693 

Emergency  relief  efforts,  role — 893,  949 
Environmental  protection  programs — 903 
Executive  Delegate  for  the  Secretary-Gener¬ 
al— 949 

General  Assembly,  U.S.  Representatives — 1694 
Maritime  Organization,  International — 904 
Middle  East  peace  efforts,  role.  See  Middle  East 
Persian  Gulf  conflict,  role.  See  Persian  Gulf 
conflict 

President’s  address  to  the  General  Assembly — 
1199 

Secretary-General — 835,  936,  945,  1013,  1014, 
1037,  1038,  1041,  1044,  1045,  1048,  1049, 
1117,  1151,  1203,  1505,  1506,  1531,  1537, 
1546,  1593,  1598, 1599,  1687 
Secretary-General-Elect  Boutros-Ghali — 1 547 
Security  Council,  U.S.  Deputy  Representa¬ 
tive — 962 

Weapons  nonproliferation,  role — 890,  1416 
Zionism  resolution— 1201,  1616,  1617,  1631 
United  Negro  College  Fund— 1134 
U.S.  See  other  part  of  subject 
Universities  and  colleges.  See  specific  institution ; 
Education 

University  Migrant  Services,  Fresno,  CA — 1738 
Upper  Colorado  River  Commission — 1701 
Urban  Education  Project  of  the  Denver  Audubon 
Society,  Denver,  CO — 1738 
Uruguay,  law  enforcement  cooperation  with 
U.S— 1449 

Uruguay  round  tariff  negotiations.  See  Com¬ 
merce,  international,  trade  negotiations  and 
agreements 
Utah 

President’s  visit— 1178,  1180,  1181,  1686 
Republican  Party  event — 1181 


Variety  Preschooler’s  Workshop,  Syosset,  NY — 
1737 

Variety  Theatre  Co.,  American,  Minneapolis, 
MN— 1737 
Vatican  City 
Pope— 1417,  1696 
President  Bush’s  visit — 1417,  1696 
Venezuela,  President — 1205,  1206,  1646,  1650, 
1688 
Veterans 

Drug  abuse  treatment  programs — 1146 
Operation  Desert  Storm  veterans,  reception — 
1685 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Housing  and  Urban  Devel¬ 
opment,  and  Independent  Agencies  Appropria¬ 
tions  Act,  1992,  Departments  of— 1347 
Veterans  Affairs,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretaries — 897,  1022 
Funding — 1347 
General  Counsel — 1152 

Health  Services  and  Research  Administration — 
1145 

National  Cemetery  System — 1679 
Veterans’  Compensation  Rate  Amendments  of 
1991—1439 

Veterans  Day— 1425,  1435 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars — 1689 
Victor  Valley  Child  Abuse  Task  Force,  Victor¬ 
ville,  CA— 1737 
Victory  Awards — 1697 

Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  Tenth  Anniversary, 
Advisory  Committee  of  the — 1702 
Vietnam  Veterans  of  America — 1693 
Virginia,  President’s  visits — 958,  1026,  1435, 
1437,  1612,  1613 

Voice  of  America.  See  Information  Agency,  U.S. 
Voices  From  the  Streets,  Washington,  DC— 1739 
Voluntarism— 949,  1025,  1027,  1179,  1180,  1188, 
1224,  1243,  1298,  1737 

WABC  Television — 1620 

Warm  Springs  4-H  Search  and  Rescue  Cadet  Pro¬ 
gram,  Warm  Springs,  OR — 1739 
Washington 
Fires— 1697 
Governor — 1052 
WBNS  Television— 1511 
WCMH  Television— 1514 
Weapons.  See  Arms  and  munitions 
Wegmans  Food  Markets — 1298 
White  House  Fellowships,  President’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on — 1690 
White  House  Office 

Assistant  to  President  and  Deputy  for  National 
Security  Affairs— 810,  817,  1033,  1062,  1680- 
1682 

Assistant  to  President  and  Deputy  to  Chief  of 
Staff— 1080,  1680-1682 

Assistant  to  President  and  Director  of  Presiden¬ 
tial  Personnel — 1114 

Assistant  to  President  and  Press  Secretary — 
814,  831,  869,  873,  887,  897,  948,  950,  988, 
1013,  1021,  1028,  1031,  1033,  1071,  1085, 
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White  House  Office — Continued 
Assistant  to  President  and  Press  Secretary — 
Continued 

1086,  1133,  1163,  1178,  1215,  1237,  1244, 

1270,  1273,  1275,  1291,  1296,  1314,  1316, 

1343,  1349,  1403,  1404,  1409,  1425,  1472, 

1483,  1488-1490,  1500,  1519,  1524,  1528, 

1531,  1537,  1545,  1547,  1596,  1610,  1616, 

1631,  1638,  1650,  1664 

Assistant  to  President  and  Staff  Secretary — 
1683 

Assistant  to  President  for  Economic  and  Do¬ 
mestic  Policy — 1080 

Assistant  to  President  for  Legislative  Affairs — 
1638 

Assistant  to  President  for  National  Security  Af¬ 
fairs— 818,  831,  875,  883,  889,  910,  914,  975, 
1014,  1029,  1057,  1060,  1062,  1176,  1177, 
1524,  1645,  1675,  1681,  1682,  1701 
Chief  of  Staff  Skinner— 1547,  1611,  1702,  1703 
Chief  of  Staff  Sununu— 805,  811,  867,  1029, 
1062,  1080,  1513,  1537,  1549,  1553,  1673, 
1677-1679,  1681-1701 
Counsel  to  President — 804,  811 
Deputy  Assistant  to  President  and  Deputy 
Press  Secretary — 1057,  1062,  1117 
Deputy  Assistant  to  President  and  Executive 
Assistant  to  Chief  of  Staff— 1123 
Deputy  Assistant  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs — 1490 
Physician  to  President — 1021 
Special  Assistant  to  President  and  Executive 
Secretary  to  Economic  Policy  Council — 1115 
Special  Assistant  to  President  for  Advance — 
1244 

Special  Assistant  to  President  for  Intergovern¬ 
mental  Affairs — 1480 

Special  Assistants  to  President  for  National  Se¬ 
curity  Affairs— 817,  875,  1215,  1216,  1361, 
1682 


White  House  Office— Continued 

Special  Emissary  for  POW/MIA  Affairs — 1692 
Williamsport  Students  Engaged  in  Real  Volun¬ 
teer  Efforts  (WillSERVE),  Williamsport,  PA- 
1738 

Wingate  College,  Wingate,  NC — 1738 
WLS  Television— 1624 
WMAQ  Television— 1498 
WNBC  Television— 1492 
Womanline,  Dayton,  OH — 1737 
Wooster  Volunteer  Network  at  the  College  of 
Wooster,  Wooster,  OH — 1737 
World  Bank.  See  Reconstruction  and  Develop¬ 
ment,  International  Bank  for 
WPVI  Television— 1622 
WRC  Television— 1491 
WSYX  Television— 1517 
WTVJ  Television — 1494 

Yakima  Greenway  Foundation,  Yakima,  WA — 

1737 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Association — 1689 
Youth  Crime  Watch,  Dade  County,  FL — 1737 
Youth  Development,  Inc.,  Albuquerque,  NM— 

1738 

Youth.  See  specific  subject 
Yugoslavia 

Civil  conflict— 814,  833,  895,  917,  921,  995, 
1270,  1428,  1594 
Economic  sanctions — 1421,  1429 
President — 814 
Refugees — 1617 

Zimbabwe 

Executive  President — 952 
Reforms,  political  and  economic — 953 
U.S.  Ambassador — 1115 
Zipper  Club,  Roslyn,  PA — 1737 
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Abramowitz,  Michael — 1676 
Abravanel,  Maurice — 843 
Acuff,  Roy — 843 
Adair,  Doug — 1514 
Aga  Khan,  Sadruddin — 949 
Agee,  Philip — 1319 
Ahsan,  Abul — 1699 
Akayev,  Askar — 1694 

Alexander,  Lamar— 960,  1112,  1114,  1188,  1231, 
1262,  1268,  1471,  1590,  1597,  1619 
Alexander,  Leslee  B. — 1710 
Allday,  Martin  L. — 853 
Allen,  Robert  E. — 1689 
Allen,  Susan — 1692 
Alptemocin,  Kurtcebe — 1152 
Ames,  Piestwa  Robert  Harold — 1692,  1711 
Anan  Panyarachun — 1618,  1631, 1700 
Andersen,  Wayne  R. — 1706 
Anderson,  Hap— 819 

Anderson,  Terry — 1537,  1545,  1546,  1566,  1599, 
1602 

Andreotti,  Giulio — 1062,  1674,  1696 
Ano,  Elizabeth — 1738 
Antall,  Jozsef— 1062, 1087,  1270 
Argyros,  George — 1688 

Aristide,  Jean-Bertrand — 1244,  1260,  1263,  1494, 
1646 

Armitage,  Richard  L. — 1683 
Armor,  David  J. — 1691 
Arnold,  Morris  S. — 1712 
Arsht,  Marjorie — 1674,  1705 
Artzt,  Edwin  Lewis — 1677,  1688 
Ascher,  Ann — 1684 
Ashcroft,  John  D.— 1052,  1711 
Aspin,  Les — 1097 
Assad,  Hafiz  al-  —887,  888 
Athens,  Andrew — 1688,  1690 
Atwater,  H.  Lee— 1135 

Atwood,  Donald  J,  Jr.— 817,  1062,  1596,  1699 

Augustine,  Norman  R. — 1689 

Aung  San  Suu  Kyi — 1291 

Ayre,  J.  Randolph — 1693 

Azcuenaga,  Mary  L. — 1679, 1707 

Bailey,  Bonnie — 1739 

Baker,  James  A.,  Ill— 818,  828,  831,  854,  875, 
883,  887-889,  908,  910,  913,  924,  938,  940-943, 
959,  991,  995,  1010,  1016,  1029,  1036,  1057, 
1064-1066,  1068,  1073,  1079,  1080,  1082,  1083, 
1089,  1101,  1103,  1112,  1120,  1132,  1139, 

1151,  1152,  1159,  1161,  1206,  1247,  1266, 

1270,  1288,  1307,  1308,  1328,  1356,  1359, 

1364,  1421,  1447,  1473,  1506,  1524,  1587, 

1605,  1641,  1645,  1673-1675,  1679,  1682,  1683, 
1691, 1694,  1696-1701 


Baldrige,  Malcolm — 1387 
Bande,  Andres — 1197,  1471,  1687 
Baran,  Jan  Witold — 1679 
Barkley,  Richard  Clark — 943, 1705 
Barnett,  Marguerite  Ross — 1677 
Barnette,  Curtis  H. — 1688 
Barr,  William  P.— 1524,  1692,  1711 
Barrett,  Bernard  M.,  Jr. — 1696 
Bartholomew,  Reginald — 1353 
Bastian,  Kenneth  H.,  Jr. — 1674,  1705 
Bates,  David  Q.,  Jr. — 1696 
Bauer,  Frank — 1425 
Bea,  Carlos — 1713 
Beal,  Merrill  D. — 1175 
Beard,  Ruth — 1738 
Bechtel,  Riley  P. — 1677 
Bechtel,  Stephen — 1157 
Becker,  Jane  E. — 1685,  1709 
Beese,  J.  Carter,  Jr.— 1693 
Beightol,  David  J. — 1480 
Belle,  Sheilah— 1737 
Belluschi,  Pietro — 842 
Ben-Chieh  Liu — 1676,  1706 
Berns,  Alphonse — 1699 

Bessmertnykh,  Aleksandr— 828,  831,  848,  868, 
889,  908,  910,  991,  995,  1061,  1065,  1080, 
1082,  1083,  1675,  1678 
Beutel,  Bill — 1620 
Biancheri,  Boris — 1271,  1689 
Biden,  Joseph  R.,  Jr.— 1124,  1289,  1321,  1333 
Bielecki,  Jan  Krzysztof — 1133 
Bierbauer,  Charles — 1576 
Binkley,  Johne — 1678 
Black,  Charles — 1548 
Black,  Craig  C. — 1683 
Black,  Joyce  M. — 1677,  1706 
Black  Bear,  Tillie— 1738 
Blackmon,  Juanita — 1737 
Blackwell,  John  Kenneth — 1693 
Blankespoor,  Harvey  D. — 1693 
Block,  Janelle— 1690 
Blondin,  Carmen  Joseph — 1689 
Blount,  Mel— 1737 
Blount,  Winton  M. — 1477 
Bodron,  Ellis  B.— 1675,  1705 
Bolden,  Charlie— 1 168,  1170,  1171 
Bond,  Christopher  S.  (Kit) — 1463 
Bond,  Richard  N.— 1685,  1709 
Boren,  David  L.— 877,  1324,  1693 
Borg,  Parker  W. — 929,  1705 
Boschwitz,  Rudy — 1685,  1709 
Boskin,  Michael  J.— 869,  1558,  1596 
Bossidy,  Lawrence  A. — 1688 
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Bowland,  Debra  Bussell — 1697,  1713 
Bowne,  Shirlee — 1708 
Bracken,  Frank — 1700 
Bradford,  David  F. — 1683,  1708 
Bradley,  Bill— 857 
Bradley,  C.  Harvey — 1684 
Brady,  Nicholas  F.— 866,  909,  1089,  1159,  1266, 
1314,  1558,  1673,  1683,  1685,  1693,  1697, 
1700,  1702,  1703 
Brady,  Phillip  D. — 1683 
Breger,  Marshall  Jordan — 915,  1705 
Breunig,  Robert  G. — 1691 
Brody,  Anita  A. — 1714 
Brooks,  Linton  F. — 991 
Brown,  Doreen  L. — 1688 
Brown,  Hugh— 1212 
Brown,  Reginald  J.— 1685,  1709 
Brown,  Richard — 1626 
Brown,  Ronald  H.— 1135,  1454 
Brubeck,  Edwin  D. — 1701 
Brulte,  Jim — 1560 
Brundtland,  Gro  Harlem — 1688 
Bryon,  William  J. — 1706 
Bucelo,  Armando  J.,  Jr. — 1681 
Buchanan,  Patrick  J. — 1555 
Buchanan,  Wiley  T.— 1694, 1711 
Buckley,  William— 1546,  1549,  1565,  1599 
Buckley,  William  F.,  Jr. — 1481 
Buntrock,  Dean  L. — 1677 
Burgener,  Clair  W. — 1695, 1712 
Burke,  C.  Thomas — 1122 
Burleigh,  Albert  Peter — 1153,  1708 
Bums,  Ken — 1477 
Burton,  Dan — 1694,  1711 
Busey,  James  Buchanan,  IV — 1501,  1713 
Bush,  Barbara  P.— 960,  1114, 1148,  1385 
Bush,  Dorothy  Walker — 808 
Bush,  John  J.— 1135 
Bush,  Neil  M. — 1678 
Bush,  Patty — 1695 
Bush,  Sharon — 1678 
Bush,  William  H.T.— 1695 
Buthelezi,  Mangosuthu  Gatsha — 854,  855,  857 
Butler,  Donald— 1688 
Byrne,  Eddie — 1295 
Byrne,  Gary  C.— 1023, 1707 
Byron,  William  J. — 1676,  1706 

Caggiano,  Patricia  A.— 1673 

Calderon  Fournier,  Rafael  Angel — 1278 

CaH,  David  L.— 1698 

Camilion,  Oscar— 1505,  1506 

Campbell,  Carroll  A.— 1053 

Cancilla,  Russell — 881 

Cantrell,  Brian  (Scooter) — 1739 

Card,  Andrew  H.,  Jr.— 1080,  1680-1682 

Carl,  William— 1686, 1709 

Carlson,  Merlyn  E.— 1680 

Carrington,  Peter — 1428 

Carter,  Jimmy— 1120 

Carter,  Stephen  L. — 1681 

Casey,  Albert  Vincent — 1684 


Casimir,  Jean — 1689 
Caso-Fanjul,  Juan  Jose — 1679 
Castro,  Fidel— 980,  1089,  1102,  1197,  1202,  1233, 
1494,  1495,  1647,  1658 
Chafee,  John  H.— 867 
Chan,  Sidney — 1674 
Chao,  Elaine  L.— 1172,  1694,  1709 
Charles,  Eugenia — 1678 
Checchi,  Mary  Jane — 1701 
Cheney,  Dick— 807,  818,  848,  1017,  1067,  1092, 
1223,  1302,  1409,  1524,  1667,  1679,  1682, 
1683,  1690,  1694,  1699 
Cheney,  Lynne  V. — 1478 
Cheng,  Richard — 1212 
Cherny  ay  ev,  Anatoly — 1679 
Cicippio,  Joseph — 1033,  1531,  1599,  1602 
Clark,  Allen  B.,  Jr.— 1679,  1707 
Clarke,  Richard  A. — 1677 
Clarke,  Robert  L.— 1395 
Clement,  Edith  Brown — 1710 
Clendenin,  John  L. — 1684 
Clinton,  Bill — 1496 
Cohen,  Herman  J. — 855,  859 
Cohnes,  Shadonica — 1227 
Coles,  Charles  (Honi) — 843 
Collier,  Lacey  A. — 1706 
Collins,  James  F. — 1057,  1060,  1068 
Collins,  Mark  McCampbell,  Jr. — 1689 
Collor  de  Mello,  Fernando — 1205,  1610,  1687 
Colson,  David  A. — 1705 
Columbus,  Christopher — 1277 
Condayan,  John — 1296 
Conway,  Anne  C. — 1706 
Cooksey,  Paul  H.— 1127,  1708 
Cooper,  Ada — 1738 
Cooper,  Charles  J. — 1681 
Cooper,  Theodore — 1425 
Coors,  Peter  H. — 1687 
Cossiga,  Francesco — 1696 
Costa,  Jose  A.,  Jr.— 1695,  1712 
Coverdell,  Paul  D— 1116 
Cowan,  Louise — 1477 
Cox,  Ruth  Gardner — 1689,  1710 
Cracraft,  Mary — 1678,  1707 
Craig,  John — 1034 
Crandall,  Derrick — 1677 
Crawford,  John  W.,  Jr. — 1692 
Cristiani  Buckard,  Alfredo — 1687 
Crocker,  Chester  A. — 1686,  1709 
Crosby,  John — 843 
Crow,  Trammell — 1691 
Crowder,  Richard  T.— 1101,  1239,  1420 
Cunningham,  Jerry  G. — 1708 
Curry,  Jerry  Ralph — 1507,  1714 

Dalzell,  Stewart  R. — 1706 
Danforth,  John  C— 1017,  1018,  1023,  1285,  1297, 
1328,  1503 

Danilovich,  John  J. — 1690 
D ’Arcangelo,  Mark  J. — 1692 
Darman,  Richard  G. — 1080,  1093,  1558 
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Dasburg,  John  H. — 1690 

Dato  Mohamed  Abdul  Majid — 1679 

Davey,  Danny — 1738 

Davis,  John  R.,  Jr. — 1712 

Davis,  Russell  Clark — 1702 

Dawagiv,  Luvsandorj — 1699 

Day,  Osborne — 1684 

de  Klerk,  Frederik  Willem— 846,  853,  855,  857 

de  la  Billiere,  Peter— 886,  1674 

De  Puget,  Albert  Borg  Oliver — 1689 

Dean,  Howard — 1056 

del  Junco,  Tirso — 1693 

Deland,  Michael  R. — 1677 

Delors,  Jacques — 1429,  1674,  1675 

DeMent,  Ira— 1712 

Demirel,  Suleyman — 942,  1676 

Denktash,  Rauf — 946,  1151 

Derr,  Kenneth  T. — 1677 

Derwinski,  Bonnie — 1677 

Derwinski,  Edward  J. — 1131,  1677 

Devine,  Alice  A. — 1690 

deVries,  Zachary — 1739 

Diebenkorn,  Richard — 843 

Diller,  Barry— 1689 

Dillon,  George  C. — 1684 

DiMaggio,  Joe — 844 

Dinbergs,  Anatol — 1131 

Diouf,  Abdou — 1125,  1128,  1680 

DiPrete,  Carol  K. — 1692 

Dixon,  Sharon  P.  See  Kelly,  Sharon  P. 

Djerejian,  Edward  P. — 1139,  1708 
Dobbins,  James  F. — 930,  1706 
Dolan,  Joseph — 1737 

Dole,  Robert— 1016,  1018,  1130,  1199,  1211, 

1274,  1328,  1367,  1454,  1461,  1471,  1503, 

1504,  1693 

Domenici,  Pete  V. — 1324,  1693 
Donovan,  William  J. — 1318 
Douglas,  Linda — 1495 
Downs,  Dennis — 1737 
Drew,  Ernest  H. — 1687 
Dreyfus,  Lee  S. — 1678 
Duffy,  Leo  P.— 1391,  1711 
Duke,  David— 1334,  1407,  1408,  1459,  1462, 

1552,  1554,  1555 
Dul worth,  Jack  T. — 1673 
Dunn,  Alan  M— 1155,  1709 
Dymally,  Mervyn  M. — 1694,  1711 

Eagleburger,  Lawrence  S. — 817,  869,  1062,  1122, 
1596 

Easton,  John  J.,  Jr. — 1003,  1707 
Eaton,  Perry  R— 1678,  1693 
Edley,  Christopher  F.,  Sr. — 1684 
Edmunds,  Nancy  G. — 1708 
Edwards,  Eddie — 1227 
Edwards,  Edwin — 1459 
Egan,  David  F. — 1701 
Ehrlich,  Thomas  H.— 1676,  1706 
Ekeus,  Rolf— 1479 
Elazar,  Daniel  J. — 1681 
Elion,  Gertrude — 1157 


Elliot,  Ambrose,  Jr. — 1738 

Elliott,  Steve — 1738 

Ellis,  Nancy — 1688 

Elsey,  Isabella— 1738 

Endicott,  James  Ashley.,  Jr.— 1152,  1709 

Erickson,  Michael — 1737 

Ernst,  Art — 1739 

Erwin,  William  W— 1425 

Evans,  Daniel  J. — 1676,  1706 

Falkiewicz,  Andrew — 1677 
Farish,  William,  III— 1703 
Farman,  Richard  D. — 1338 
Fauci,  Anthony  S. — 1105 
Faulkner,  Avery  C. — 1701 
Fay,  Charles  H. — 1698 
Feissel,  Gustave— 1 152,  1505, 1506 
Fern&ndez-Ordonez,  Francisco — 1358 
Ferre,  Luis — 1481 

Ferrier,  Maria  Hernandez — 1676,  1706 
Ferris,  George  M.,  Jr.— 1684 
Finnbogadottir,  Vigdis — 1275 
Fitts,  C.  Austin — 1696 

Fitzwater,  Marlin — 814,  831,  869,  873,  887,  897, 
937,  948,  950,  988,  1013,  1021,  1028,  1031, 
1033,  1071,  1085,  1086,  1133,  1163,  1164, 

1178,  1198,  1215,  1237,  1244,  1270,  1273-1275, 
1291,  1296,  1314,  1316,  1343,  1349,  1403, 

1404,  1409,  1425,  1472,  1483,  1488,  1489, 

1500,  1519,  1524,  1528,  1531,  1537,  1545, 

1547,  1596,  1610,  1616,  1631,  1638,  1650,  1664 
Flack,  Anthony  Hurlbutt — 1686,  1709 
Fling,  John— 1738 

Foley,  Thomas  S.— 855,  878,  1030,  1454,  1461 

Ford,  Betty — 1481 

Ford,  Ford  Barney — 1682,  1711 

Ford,  Richard — 1456 

Fordice,  Kirk— 1405, 1699 

Fore,  Henrietta  H. — 1259 

Forrest,  Lou — 1517 

Foster,  William — 1739 

Frankel,  Charles — 1476 

Franklin,  Barbara  Hackman — 1655,  1657,  1688 

Franklin,  James  B. — 1714 

Fraser,  Donald  C. — 1246,  1711 

Freeland,  Deanna — 1674 

Frenzel,  Bill — 1684 

Frey,  Marcia — 1673 

Fri,  Robert— 1677 

Fujimori,  Alberto — 1165,  1170,  1198,  1680 
Fulkerson,  Jewett  Monroe — 1692 
Fuller,  Kathryn  S. — 1677 

Gall,  Mary  Sheila — 1707 
Gallagher,  Dermot — 1683 
Gallegos,  Lou — 1690 
Gamsakhurdia,  Zviad — 1079 
Garcia,  Manuel  A.,  Ill — 1684 
Gardner,  Booth — 1050,  1052 
Gardner,  Jim — 1622 
Garfinkel,  Eric  L— 1713 


B-3 


Administration  of  George  Bush,  1991 


Garrett,  Thaddeus — 1677 
Garza,  Emilio  M. — 804 
Gates,  Bradley  L. — 1684 

Gates,  Robert  M.— 810,  817,  856,  873,  876-879, 
897,  950,  951,  1018,  1033,  1062,  1130,  1144, 
1153,  1160,  1247,  1266,  1318,  1404,  1405, 
1437,  1487,  1565,  1680-1682 
Geiger,  Peter — 1738 
Gelacak,  Michael  S. — 1693 
Genscher,  Hans-Dietrich — 1257 
Gentzler,  Doreen — 1491 
George,  Clair — 1144 
Georges,  John  A. — 1677 
Gephardt,  Richard  A. — 1457 
Geraldi,  Camille — 1738 
Geraldi,  Michael — 1738 
Ghali,  Boutros — 1547 
Gierke,  Herman  F. — 1710 
Gingrich,  Marianne — 1680 
Gingrich,  Newt— 1367,  1524,  1680 
Gishey,  Laurence — 1686 
Glaude,  Ted— 1739 
Glennon,  Joseph  Francis — 1695,  1712 
Gold,  Victor— 1679,  1707  ' 

Goldstein,  Julia — 1226 

Gonz&lez  M&rquez,  Felipe — 1062,  1358,  1695 
Good,  Mary  L.~ 1697 
Goodling,  William  F. — 1503 
Gorbachev,  Mikhail— 805,  811,  828,  830,  831, 
835,  838,  847,  848,  868,  872,  875,  879,  884-886, 
889,  901,  905,  907-910,  912-914,  918,  929,  937, 
970-972,  976-979,  982,  986,  991,  1001,  1004, 
1006,  1009,  1015,  1017,  1020,  1057-1069,  1072- 
1084,  1086,  1092,  1099-1103,  1105,  1132,  1186, 
1193,  1201,  1207,  1222,  1224,  1232,  1235, 

1239,  1251,  1271,  1328,  1352,  1361,  1415, 

1420,  1488,  1555,  1565,  1610,  1645,  1653, 

1656,  1666,  1673,  1675,  1678,  1695 
Gorbunovs,  Anatolijs— 1101 
Gordon,  John  A. — 1361 
Gradison,  Willis  D.,  Jr.— 1324 
Grady,  Robert  Edward— 1501,  1713 
Graham,  Tony  Michael— 1713 
Gray,  C.  Boyden— 804,  811 
Gray,  Hanna— 1481 
Gray,  Paul  Edward— 1677 
Gray,  William  H.,  Ill— 1135 
Greaves,  Reinette — 1739 
Green,  Harold — 1628 
Greene,  Donald  R. — 1687 
Greenspan,  Alan— 856,  864,  1232,  1680,  1705, 
1711 

Gregg,  Judd— 1618 
Griffith,  G.O.,  Jr.— 1713 
Griffith,  Lanny — 1199 
Grimes,  David— 1694 
Groh,  Clifford  J.,  Sr. — 1678 
Grossman,  James  H.— 1697,  1713 
Grossman,  Marc— 1690,  1695 
Grosvenor,  Gilbert  M.— 1677 
Guilbault,  Rose  Del  Castillo— 1687 


Guinot,  Luis,  Jr. — 1708 

Haas,  Karl— 1477 

Haass,  Richard  N. — 817 

Halpern,  Cheryl  Feldman — 1686,  1709 

Hamilton,  Frances  E. — 1692 

Hamilton,  Lee  H. — 1324 

Handy,  Garland — 1738 

Harawi,  Ilyas — 1207,  1688 

Harms,  Julie — 1226,  1738 

Harris,  Ocie  M. — 1737 

Harris,  Suzanne  S. — 1698 

Harrison,  John  C. — 1681 

Harrop,  William  Caldwell — 1002,  1707 

Harward,  Marykaren — 1179 

Hashemi-Rafsanj ani,  Ali  Akbar — 1268 

Hatch,  Henry  J. — 1679 

Hatch,  Orrin  G. — 1503 

Havel,  V&clav— 1062,  1310,  1693 

Hawke,  Robert — 1643 

Hawkins,  Augustus  F. — 1503 

Hayden,  Mike — 1685 

Haynes,  William  R. — 1699 

Haysbert,  Raymond — 1212 

Heilmeier,  George  H. — 1691 

Heinz,  John — 1032,  1149 

Hembry,  Lisa  A.— 1365,  1711 

Hendren,  Jimm  Larry — 1712 

Herrick,  John  F.,  Jr. — 1244 

Hesburgh,  Theodore  M. — 1681,  1709 

Hesselbein,  Frances — 1676,  1706 

Hewett,  Edward  A.— 1215,  1682 

Higgins,  William  R.— 1546,  1548,  1565,  1599 

Hill,  Anita— 1287,  1290,  1303,  1321,  1333,  1335 

Hill,  Hugh  Kenneth — 1694 

Hill,  J.  French — 1 1 15 

Hills,  Carla  A.— 1584 

Hilty,  Charles  R. — 1260 

Hitt,  John  C. — 1694 

Ho-Gonzalez,  William— 1677,  1706 

Hodsoll,  Francis  S.M. — 1707 

Hollings,  Powell— 1738 

Hooks,  Benjamin  L.— 803 

Hopkins,  Larry  J. — 1247,  1250 

Hopper,  Grace — 1157 

Horner,  Constance — 1114 

Horowitz,  Michael — 1694 

Horton,  Willie— 857,  1288 

Houseworth,  Richard  C. — 963 

Howe,  Jonathan — 1490 

Hudson,  Henry  Edward — 1502,  1713 

Hunter,  Julius — 1458 

Hussein,  Saddam— 806,  808,  832,  836,  840,  841, 
858-860,  883,  885,  886,  896,  917,  923,  928,  932, 
935,  937,  944,  948,  959,  975,  979,  1013,  1015, 
1049,  1128,  1161,  1176,  1177,  1191,  1193, 
1201,  1202,  1206,  1234,  1251,  1268,  1292, 
1409,  1515,  1652,  1667 
Hybl,  William — 1686,  1709 
Hyde,  Henry  J. — 1503 
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lakovos,  Demetrios  A.C. — 1688 
Iannone,  Carol — 1713 
Ingrassia,  Anthony  F. — 1698 
Inonu,  Endal — 1676 
Irenas,  Joseph  E. — 1713 
Isakson,  Lucille — 1179 

Jaakson,  Ernst — 1131,  1699 
Jacobson,  Allen  F. — 1677 
James,  Charles  H.,  Ill — 1698 
James,  Kay  Coles— 1310,  1679,  1707 
Jannotta,  Edgar  D. — 1425 
Jeremiah,  David  E. — 817 
Jernigan,  Tammy — 1168,  1170 
Joel,  Lucille  A. — 1698 

Johnson,  Earvin  (Magic) — 1419,  1455,  1462,  1498, 
1514,  1626 

Johnson,  Roland  H. — 1689,  1710 

Johnson,  William  Stewart — 1686, 1709 

Johnston,  J.  Bennett — 955,  957, 1338,  1396 

Jolley,  James— 1737 

Jones,  Ralph — 1739 

Jones,  Roberts  T. — 1667 

Jordan,  David  James — 1714 

Jorden,  William  J. — 1699 

Josi,  Regula — 1737 

Joyner,  J.  Curtis — 1712 

Juarez,  Jacinto  Pablo — 1687 

Justice,  Wayne  E. — 887,  1061 

Kabat,  Elvin— 1158 
Kabua,  Amata — 1688 
Kagan,  Donald — 1688 

Kaifu,  Toshiki— 831,  838,  861,  871,  1062,  1064, 
1080, 1087,  1577,  1643,  1674 
Kalock,  Merlin — 1693 
Kalomoh,  Tuliameni — 1683 
Kamman,  Curtis  Warren — 1101,  1103,  1210 
Kanter,  Arnold  Lee — 1021,  1708 
Karamanlis,  Constantinos — 916,  917,  920,  922, 
923,  928,  946,  1675 
Kearns,  David  T. — 1114 
Keating,  Francis  A.,  II — 1712 
Keating,  Paul — 1643 
Kelinson,  Norman— 1675, 1705 
Keller,  Stephen  F. — 1686 
Kelly,  John  Hubert— 1482,  1713 
Kelly,  Paul  J.,  Jr .—1713 
Kelly,  Sharon  P. — 1491 
Kemble,  Penn— 1686,  1709 
Kemp,  Jack— 811,  838,  1682 
Kemp,  Thomas  P. — 1684 
Kemptner,  Thomas — 1599 
Kennedy,  Edward  M. — 1330,  1503 
Kennedy,  Richard  Thomas — 1685,  1709 
Kenny,  James  C. — 1677,  1706 
Kent,  Jill  E.— 870,  1705 
Kent,  John  M.— 1685 
Kerr,  Richard  J.— 817,  1062 
Kessinger,  Thomas  G. — 1685, 1709 

Khalifa,  Abdul  Rahman  bin  Fares  A1 - 1699 

Khalifa,  ’Isa  bin  Salman  A1 — 1292,  1692 


Khazei,  Alan — 1676,  1706 
Kimmitt,  Robert  M.— 817, 1151, 1152 
King,  Reatha  Clark— 1676,  1706 
King  Hassan  11—1216,  1218,  1676 
King  Juan  Carlos  I —  1695 
Kleckner,  Dean  R— 1691 
Knopfli,  Francisco — 1683 
Koch,  Kathleen  Day— 1185,  1709 
Kohl,  Helmut— 831,  833,  905,  1057,  1062,  1066, 
1087,  1091,  1158,  1221,  1418,  1616,  1674,  1696 
Komplektov,  Viktor — 831,  1062 
Kornblum,  John  Christian — 1678,  1706 
Kostov,  Ivan — 948 
Kozak,  Michael  G.— 1245, 1710 
Kozyrev,  Andrei — 1080,  1524 
Kravchuk,  Leonid— 1003, 1004,  1078,  1215,  1239, 
1564,  1565,  1700 
Kristol,  Irving — 1539 
Krupp,  Fred— 1677 
Kumanyika,  Shiriki  K. — 1698 
Kuo  Wei  Tchen,  John — 1478 
Kuoch,  Theanvy — 1738 

Laidlaw,  Donald  A. — 870,  1705 
Lam,  Nguyet — 1739 
Lambert,  Maria — 1034 
Landsbergis,  Vytautus — 1101,  1103,  1682 
Lanpher,  Edward  Gibson— 1115,  1708 
Lansing,  Allan — 1738 
Lay,  Kenneth  L. — 1677 
Leahy,  Patrick  J. — 1121 
Ledsky,  Nelson  C.— 1151,  1152,  1505 
Lee,  Burton  J.,  Ill — 1021 
Lee,  Helen  E. — 1698 
Lehman,  Ronald  F.,  II — 1062 
Lenkowsky,  Leslie — 1676,  1706 
Leno,  Jay — 1593 
Leonard,  John  Peter — 1684 
Leonard,  Timothy  D. — 1713 
Lester,  A.  David — 1691 
Levi,  David— 1617,  1631 
Lewis,  Patrick  Albert — 1679 
Leyden,  John  F.— 1698 
Leyraud,  J6rdme — 1035 
Lilley,  James  Roderick — 1400,  1712 
Lindsey,  Lawrence  B. — 1232 
Livingston,  Donald  R. — 1675,  1706 
Lockyear,  Frank — 1226 
Long,  Sylvia  Chavez — 897,  1705 
Longstaff,  Ronald  E. — 1706 
Lopez,  Nancy  Marie — 1687 
Lorenzo,  Sharon — 1674 
Lozoraitis,  Stasys,  Jr. — 1131 
Lubbers,  Ruud — 1062,  1066,  1426,  1429,  1616, 
1674,  1675 

Lucas,  C.  Payne— 1676,  1706 
Ludzhev,  Dimitur — 948 
Lugar,  Richard  G. — 847 
Lujan,  Manuel,  Jr. — 949 
Lungstrum,  John  W. — 1706 
Lyons,  James  E. — 1691 
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MacAllister,  Jack  A. — 1676,  1706 
MacDougal,  Gary — 1425 
Macomber,  William  Butts,  Jr. — 1695 
Maddox,  Mary  Jane — 1195,  1709 
Madigan,  Edward  R.— 1101,  1238,  1266,  1314, 
1420,  1500,  1581,  1584 
Maglica,  Tony — 1558 

Major,  John— 806,  831,  890,  908,  1056-1058, 
1062,  1064,  1067,  1071,  1072,  1093,  1094, 
1221,  1410,  1431,  1616,  1674,  1696 
Malek,  Frederic  V. — 1548 
Mandela,  Nelson— 854,  855,  857,  1547 
Marlow,  Ray — 1388 
Marsh,  Don — 1454 
Martin,  James — 1684 
Martin,  Lynn  M. — 853,  960 
Martinez,  Bob — 1605,  1682 
Martinez,  Jose  E.— 1139, 1197,  1708 
Marusa,  Edward — 1739 
Marusa,  Theresa — 1739 
Matlock,  Jack  F. — 984 
Mayer,  Richard  P. — 1677 
Mazur,  Edward  Joseph — 1022,  1707 
McAllister,  Carol — 1739 
McAllister,  Doug — 1739 
McBride,  Timothy  J. — 1123 
McCalla,  Jon  P.— 1707 
McCarthy,  John— 1031,  1035 
McCarty,  John  R. — 1681 
McCaskey,  Michael  B. — 1675,  1706 
McCloskey,  Paul  N.,  Jr.— 1676,  1706 
McClure,  Frederick  D. — 1023,  1638 
McCollum,  Bill — 1049 
McCormick,  William  T.— 1337 
McDade,  Joe  B.— 1708 
McDonough,  Richard — 1227 
McEntire,  Reba  N. — 1697 
McKeague,  David  W. — 1708 
McKeehan,  Linda — 1738 
McKelvie,  Roderick  R. — 1712 
McKeman,  John  R.,  Jr. — 1108,  1113,  1114 
McLeod,  Lisa — 1169 
McNamara,  Thomas  E. — 1216 
Means,  Terry  R. — 1707 
Mears,  Rick — 1673 
Mehas,  Peter  George — 1687 
Meiklejohn,  Lorraine  Mindy — 1690 
Meisel,  Wayne  W.— 1676,  1706 
Melamed,  Leo — 1582 
Mellon,  Andrew — 1282 

Menem,  Carlos  Saul— 1071,  1467,  1473,  1610, 
1674,  1697 

Merryday,  Steve  D. — 1710 
Meshesha,  Nekonnen — 1738 
Mesic,  Stjepan— 814 
Meyer,  Helen  V.— 1700 
Mica,  Daniel  A. — 1686,  1709 
Michel,  Robert  H.— 1030,  1367,  1454,  1461,  1503, 
1524,  1702 

Mickelson,  George  S. — 1702 
Miller,  Marshall  Lee — 1425 


Milongo,  Andre — 1702 
Ming  Hsu— 1707 
Minick,  Lynn — 1738 
Miranda,  Robert  J. — 1687 

Mitchell,  George  J.— 855,  877,  1030,  1396,  1443, 
1693 

Mitchell,  Pat — 950 

Mitsotakis,  Constantinos — 832,  833,  836,  916,  917, 
919,  926,  928,  931,  934,  936,  938,  946,  1013, 
1014,  1505,  1506,  1593,  1594,  1675,  1701 
Mitterrand,  Francois — 831,  832,  838,  881,  882, 
889,  912,  1057,  1058,  1062,  1206,  1221,  1223, 
1269,  1418,  1617,  1674,  1696 
Miyazawa,  Kiichi— 1447,  1575,  1576,  1640,  1641, 
1643 

Moiseyev,  Mikhail— 828,  831,  848,  868,  1078, 
1080,  1081 

Moler,  Elizabeth  Anne — 1687,  1709 
Moley,  Kevin  E.— 1316,  1711 
Monroe,  H.E.,  Jr. — 1701 
Montgomery,  Michael  B. — 1689 
Moody,  George  F. — 1685 
Moore,  Jonathan — 1694,  1711 
Moose,  George  Edward — 962,  1694,  1711 
Morris,  James  T. — 1683 

Mosbacher,  Robert  A.— 917,  920,  927,  1020,  1307, 
1387,  1524,  1547 
Moskow,  Michael  H. — 1709 
Mostoller,  Cynthia — 1239 
Mother  Teresa — 1700 
Mubarak,  Mohammed  Hosni — 858,  888 
Mugabe,  Robert — 952 
Mulford,  David  C.— 1354 

Mulroney,  Brian— 831,  845,  858,  913,  1062,  1064, 
1071,  1086,  1646,  1650 
Munoz,  Rafael — 950 
Murkowski,  Frank  H. — 877,  1587 
Murphy,  Michael — 1678 
Murrin,  Thomas  Joseph — 1682 

Nakasone,  Yasuhiro— 1683 

Narvaez,  Liliana — 1738 

Natalicio,  Diana  S. — 1687 

Natsios,  Andrew  S. — 1710 

Nazarbayev,  Nursultan — 1078,  1239,  1565 

Nazarkin,  Yuriy — 991 

Newman,  Constance  Berry — 1682 

Newquist,  Don  E. — 1610,  1702 

Nicholas,  N .J.,  Jr.— 1677,  1691 

Nielson,  Charles  F. — 1696 

Nikitiadis,  Constantinos — 931 

Niles,  Thomas  Michael  Tolliver — 1708 

Noonan,  Patrick  F. — 1677 

Noriega,  Manuel  A. — 1234 

Norodom  Sihanouk — 1687 

North,  Oliver  L. — 1162 

Novello,  Antonia  C. — 1462 

Noyes,  Mike — 1226 

Nummy,  David  M. — 1259 

Nunn,  Sam — 1693 
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Oberwetter,  Jim — 1684 
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meeting — 1117 

National  Basketball  Association  champions,  rec¬ 
ognition  ceremony  for  the  Chicago  Bulls — 
1242 

National  Christmas  tree  lighting  ceremony — 
1602 

National  Commission  on  AIDS,  briefing — 1578 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities, 
awards  presentation  ceremony — 1476 
National  energy  strategy — 955 
National  Fraternal  Congress  of  America,  annual 
convention — 1254 

National  Fraternal  Order  of  Police,  meeting  in 
Pittsburgh,  PA— 1040 

National  Governors’  Association,  teleconfer¬ 
ence  with  meeting  in  Seattle,  WA — 1050 


Addresses  and  Remarks — Continued 

National  Italian-American  Foundation,  fund¬ 
raising  dinner — 1270 

National  Law  Enforcement  Officers  Memorial, 
dedication  ceremony — 1294 
National  Medal  of  the  Arts,  presentation  cere¬ 
mony — 842 

National  Medals  of  Science  and  Technology, 
presentation  ceremony — 1156 
National  Night  Out  Against  Crime,  kickoff 
ceremony — 1026 

National  Space  Science  Symposium,  teleconfer¬ 
ence  with  schoolchildren — 1167 
Netherlands,  meeting  with  the  American  com¬ 
munity  in  The  Hague — 1433 
New  American  Schools  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  Board,  announcement — 828 
New  Hampshire  2000,  teleconference  with 
meeting  in  Derry,  NH — 1618 
Pearl  Harbor,  50th  anniversary  observances 
Army-Navy  football  game,  half-time  re¬ 
marks — 1576 

Commemoration  ceremony  at  Pearl  Harbor, 
HI— 1571 

Survivors  Association,  meeting  in  Honolulu, 
HI— 1568 

World  War  II  veterans,  meeting  in  Honolulu, 
HI— 1573 

Peavey  Electronics,  meeting  with  employees  in 
Meridian,  MS — 1534 

Presidential  Citations,  presentation  ceremony 
for  Joe  DiMaggio  and  Ted  Williams — 844 
Presidential  Citizen’s  Medal,  presentation  cere¬ 
mony — 816 

Presidential  Elementary  Award  for  Excellence 
in  Mathematics  and  Science  Teaching,  meet¬ 
ing  with  recipients — 1261 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  presentation 
ceremonies — 816,  1480 

President’s  Commission  on  Educational  Excel¬ 
lence  for  Hispanic  Americans,  meeting — 
1471 

President’s  Environment  and  Conservation 
Challenge  Awards,  presentation  ceremony — 
1368 

Public  administration  groups,  meeting — 1320 
Regulatory  Barriers  to  Affordable  Housing,  Ad¬ 
visory  Commission  on,  meeting — 838 
Religious  Alliance  Against  Pornography,  confer¬ 
ence — 1280 

Republican  Party  campaign  events 
Alaska— 1587 
California — 1192 
Kentucky— 1250 
Louisiana — 1234 
Missouri — 1463 
New  Jersey — 1207 
New  York— 1440 
Oregon — 1185 
Pennsylvania — 1148 
Texas— 1373,  1392 


C-2 


Document  Categories  List 


Addresses  and  Remarks — Continued 

Republican  Party  campaign  events — Continued 
Utah— 1181 

Ronald  Reagan  Presidential  Library,  dedication 
ceremony  in  Simi  Valley,  CA — 1398 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
Arrival  ceremony — 1178 
Primary  Children’s  Medical  Center,  meeting 
with  staff — 1180 

Solar  Energy  Research  Institute,  designation  as 
national  laboratory — 1 155 
Southern  Newspaper  Publishers  Association, 
teleconference  with  meeting  in  Boca  Raton, 
FL — 1483 
Soviet  Union 
Attempted  coup — 1057 
Kiev,  President  Bush’s  visit 
Arrival  ceremony — 1003 
Babi  Yar  World  War  II  memorial,  remem¬ 
brance  ceremony — 1009 
Luncheon — 1 005 

Ukrainian  Republic’s  Supreme  Soviet, 
meeting — 1005 

Moscow,  President  Bush’s  summit  trip 
Arrival  ceremony — 976 
Dinner  hosted  by  President  Bush — 1000 
Moscow  State  Institute  for  International 
Relations,  meeting — 978 
Russian  Republic,  meeting  with  President 
Yeltsin — 981 

Soviet  and  U.S.  businessmen,  meeting — 
984 

State  dinner — 982 

Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Treaty,  signing 
ceremony — 986 

Stan  Scott  tribute  dinner — 1133 
Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S. 

Nomination  of  Clarence  Thomas  to  be  an  As¬ 
sociate  Justice — 951,  1220 
Swearing-in  ceremony  for  Associate  Justice 
Clarence  Thomas — 1308 
Take  Pride  in  America  Awards,  presentation 
ceremony — 949 

Thanks-Giving  Square,  dedication  ceremony  in 
Dallas,  TX— 1390 

Thanksgiving  Day,  proclamation  signing  cere¬ 
mony — 1507 

Travel  and  tourism  industry,  meeting  with 
chief  executive  officers — 1339 
Tropicana  Products,  Inc.,  meeting  with  em¬ 
ployees  in  Bradenton,  FL — 1531 
Turkey,  President  Bush’s  visit 
Arrival  ceremony  in  Ankara — 931 
Departure  ceremony  in  Istanbul — 946 
Dinner  hosted  by  President  Ozal  in  Istan¬ 
bul — 944 

State  dinner  in  Ankara — 939 
Unemployment  benefits  legislation — 1366 
United  Nations 

General  Assembly,  meeting  in  New  York 
City— 1199 

Secretary-General’s  luncheon — 1203 
Vatican  City,  American  Seminary,  meeting — 
1417 


Addresses  and  Remarks — Continued 
Veterans  Affairs  Department  Hospital  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  PA,  meeting — 1145 
Veterans  of  the  Office  of  Strategic  Services 
dinner — 1317 

White  House  Conference  on  Library  and  Infor¬ 
mation  Services — 861 

World  Series  champions,  recognition  ceremony 
for  the  Minnesota  Twins — 1371 

Appointments  and  Nominations 

See  also  Addresses  and  Remarks;  Digest  (Ap¬ 
pendix  A);  Nominations  Submitted  (Appendix 
B)-,  and  Checklist  (Appendix  Q 
ACTION,  Deputy  Director — 1195 
Agriculture  Department,  Assistant  Secretary 
(Administration) — 1260 
Commerce  Department 
Assistant  Secretaries 
Export  Enforcement — 1153 
Import  Administration — 1155 
Secretary — 1885 

Commission  for  the  Study  of  Alternatives  to 
the  Panama  Canal,  Deputy  Commissioner — 
1122 

Defense  Department 

Assistant  Secretary  (International  Security  Af¬ 
fairs) — 1400 

Deputy  Under  Secretary  (Acquisition) — 1246 
Director  of  Defense  Research  and  Engineer¬ 
ing-1245 

Education  Department 
Assistant  Secretaries 

Intergovernmental  and  Interagency  Af¬ 
fairs — 1199 

Legislation  and  Congressional  Affairs — 
1013 

Postsecondary  Education — 1124 
Deputy  Under  Secretary  (Management) — 870 
Energy  Department 
Assistant  Secretaries 

Congressional  and  Intergovernmental  Af¬ 
fairs— 1391 

Environmental  Restoration  and  Waste 
Management — 139 1 
Fossil  Energy — 1391 
General  Counsel — 1003 

Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Assistant 
Administrator  (Enforcement  and  Compliance 
Monitoring)— 1 127 

Farm  Credit  Administration  Board,  member — 
1023 

Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation, 
member  and  Chairperson — 1039 
Federal  Reserve  System,  member  and  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Governors — 864 
Health  and  Human  Services  Department 
Assistant  Secretary  (Management  and 
Budget) — 1450 
Deputy  Secretary — 1316 
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Appointments  and  Nominations — Continued 

Housing  and  Urban  Development  Department, 
Assistant  Secretary  (Congressional  and  Inter¬ 
governmental  Relations) — 1002 

Inter-American  Development  Bank,  U.S.  Alter¬ 
nate  Executive  Director — 963 

Justice  Department,  U.S.  Marshals  Service,  Di¬ 
rector — 1502 

Labor  Department 
Deputy  Secretary — 915 
Solicitor — 915 

National  Drug  Control  Policy  Office,  Associate 
Director — 1310 

National  Museum  Services  Board,  member — 
1365 

Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
Deputy  Director — 1501 
Office  of  Federal  Financial  Management, 
Controller — 1 022 

Office  of  Special  Counsel,  Special  Counsel — 
1185 

Peace  Corps,  Director — 1172 

Presidential  campaign  advisory  group 
Campaign  manager — 1547 
Chairman  and  chief  political  strategist — 1547 
General  chairman — 1547 
Senior  adviser — 1547 

Small  Business  Administration,  Deputy  Admin¬ 
istrator — 1 127 

State  Department 
Ambassadors 
Albania — 1350 
Burma — 929 
Chile-1210 
Denmark — 1435 
Dominican  Republic — 1144 
El  Salvador — 1245 
Finland — 1482 
Israel — 1002 
Turkey — 943 
Zimbabwe — 1 115 

Assistant  Secretary  (Near  Eastern  and  South 
Asian  Affairs) — 1139 
Chief  Financial  Officer — 870 
Chief  of  Protocol — 870 

Coordinator  for  Counter-Terrorism,  rank  of 
Ambassador — 1153 

European  Community,  U.S.  Representative — 
930 

Office  of  Coordinator  for  U.S.  Assistance  to 
Eastern  Europe,  Deputy  Coordinator — 869 
START  Joint  Compliance  and  Inspection 
Commission,  U.S.  Representative,  rank  of 
Ambassador — 1 1 63 
Under  Secretaries 
Management— 1 1 16 
Political  Affairs — 1021 

Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S.,  Associate  Justice — 
801 

Transportation  Department 
Deputy  Secretary — 1501 
Federal  Aviation  Administration,  Administra¬ 
tor-1507 


Appointments  and  Nominations — Continued 
Transportation  Department — Continued 
General  Counsel — 1025 
Treasury  Department 
Assistant  Secretary  (Management) — 1259 
Director  of  the  U.S.  Mint — 962 
United  Nations,  Security  Council,  U.S.  Deputy 
Representative — 962 

U.S.  Information  Agency,  Associate  Director 
(Management) — 1296 

U.S.  International  Development  Cooperation 
Agency 

Agency  for  International  Development 
Assistant  Administrator  (Asia  Bureau) — 
1259 

Associate  Administrator  (Operations) — 
1507 

Trade  and  Development  Program,  Direc¬ 
tor — 1 139 

Veterans  Affairs  Department 
Assistant  Secretaries 
Congressional  Affairs — 897 
Policy  and  Planning — 1022 
General  Counsel — 1152 
White  House  Office 

Assistant  to  the  President  and  Director  of 
Presidential  Personnel — 1114 
Chief  of  Staff  to  the  President — 1547 
Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Execu¬ 
tive  Assistant  to  the  Chief  of  Staff— 1123 
Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Nation¬ 
al  Security  Affairs — 1490 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  and  Execu¬ 
tive  Secretary  to  the  Economic  Policy 
Council— 1115 

Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Ad¬ 
vance — 1244 

Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Inter¬ 
governmental  Affairs — 1480 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Nation¬ 
al  Security  Affairs — 1361 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Nation¬ 
al  Security  Affairs  and  Senior  Director  of 
International  Programs  and  African  Af¬ 
fairs — 1216 

Bill  Signings 

See  also  Acts  Approved  {Appendix  D) 

Bulgaria,  most-favored-nation  trading  status, 
statement — 1449 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1991 
Remarks — 1502 
Statement — 1504 

Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  1991,  state¬ 
ment — 1648 

Continuing  appropriations  for  fiscal  year  1992, 
statements — 1351,  1476 

Conventional  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty  Imple¬ 
mentation  Act  of  1991,  statement — 1603 
Czechoslovakia  and  Hungary,  trade  with  U.S., 
statement — 1543 
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Bill  Signings — Continued 
Department  of  Transportation  and  Related 
Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992,  state¬ 
ment — 1350 

Departments  of  Commerce,  Justice,  and  State, 
the  Judiciary,  and  Related  Agencies  Appro¬ 
priations  Act,  1992,  statement — 1348 
Departments  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  and  Independent 
Agencies  Appropriations  Act,  1992,  state¬ 
ment — 1347 

Dire  emergency  appropriations  and  disaster  as¬ 
sistance  legislation,  statement — 1603 
District  of  Columbia  Mental  Health  Program 
Assistance  Act  of  1991,  statement — 1372 
Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act 
of  1991,  statement — 1046 
Energy  and  Water  Development  Appropria¬ 
tions  Act,  1992,  statement — 1045 
Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  Im¬ 
provement  Act  of  1991,  statement — 1649 
Foreign  Relations  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal 
Years  1992  and  1993,  statement — 1344 
High-Performance  Computing  Act  of  1991,  re¬ 
marks — 1579 

Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year 

1991,  statement — 1043 

Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year 

1992,  statement — 1544 

Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency 
Act  of  1991 
Remarks — 1631 
Statement — 1637 

National  Defense  Authorization  Act  for  Fiscal 
Years  1992  and  1993,  statement — 1556 
National  Literacy  Act  of  1991 
Remarks — 960 
Statement — 961 

Native  American  Cultural  Center,  feasibility 
study,  statement — 1580 

Public  Health  Service  and  Controlled  Sub¬ 
stances  Acts,  amendments,  statement — 1630 
Resolution  Trust  Corporation  Refinancing,  Re¬ 
structuring,  and  Improvement  Act  of  1991, 
statement — 1604 

Telephone  Consumer  Protection  Act  of  1991, 
statement — 1651 

Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General  Govern¬ 
ment  Appropriations  Act,  1992,  statement — 
1349 

Tribal  Self-Governance  Demonstration  Project 
Act,  statement — 1545 

Veterans’  Compensation  Rate  Amendments  of 
1991,  statement — 1439 

Bill  Vetoes 

Departments  of  Labor,  Health  and  Human 
Services,  and  Education,  and  Related  Agen¬ 
cies  Appropriations  Act,  message — 1488 
District  of  Columbia  appropriations  bill  for 
fiscal  year  1992,  memorandum — 1048 


Bill  Vetoes — Continued 

Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act 
of  1991,  message — 1284 

Morris  K.  Udall  Scholarship  and  Excellence  in 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act,  memo¬ 
randum — 1651 

Communications  to  Congress 
See  also  Bill  Vetoes 

AM  broadcasting  service,  extension  in  Western 
Hemisphere,  message — 983 
Argentina,  legal  assistance  treaty  with  U.S., 
message — 1365 

Bahamas,  extradition  treaty,  message — 1341 
Budget,  Federal 
Deferrals 
Letter — 1639 
Messages — 957,  1230 
Rescission 
Message — 957 

Bulgaria,  trade  with  U.S.,  letter — 1543 
California  Public  Lands  Wilderness  Act,  pro¬ 
posed  legislation,  message — 966 
Conventional  Armed  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty, 
message — 849 

Crime  legislation,  letter — 1520 
Cyprus  conflict,  letters — 1151,  1505 
Defense  Base  Closure  and  Realignment  Com¬ 
mission,  message  transmitting  report — 861 
Employment  of  unauthorized  aliens,  sanctions 
implementation  and  impact,  message  trans¬ 
mitting  report — 869 

European  Community,  fishery  agreement  with 
U.S.,  message — 967 

Export  controls,  U.S.  national  emergency 
Letter — 1024 
Messages — 1219,  1304 

Federal  travel,  transportation,  and  subsistence 
reductions,  message — 1527 
Haiti,  Executive  order  prohibiting  certain 
transactions,  message — 1351 
Hungary,  emigration  policy  report,  letter — 
1023 

International  Convention  on  Salvage,  mes¬ 
sage — 1136 

International  Telecommunication  Regulations, 
message — 1137 

Iran,  continuation  of  the  U.S,  national  emer¬ 
gency,  message — 1439 
Iraq 

Compliance  with  U.N.  Security  Council  reso¬ 
lutions,  letters — 896,  1164, 1478 
Continuation  of  the  U.S.  national  emergency, 
message — 967 

International  export  of  missile  technology  to 
Iraq,  letter  transmitting  report — 1127 
Redeployment  of  U.S.  Armed  Forces,  letter — 
864 

Weapons  inspection,  letter — 1164 
Jamaica,  legal  assistance  treaty  with  U.S.,  mes¬ 
sage — 1336 
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Communications  to  Congress— Continued  Communications  to  Federal  Agencies— Continued 

Korea.  South,  fishery  agreement  with  U.S.,  Czechoslovakia— Continued 

message— 968  Trade  with  U.S.,  memorandum— 1567 

Libya,  ILS.  national  emergency  Hungary,  trade  with  U.S.,  memorandum— 1568 

Continuation,  letter— 1661  Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency 

Economic  sanctions,  message— 851  Act  of  1991,  memorandum— 1592 

Mexico,  determination  not  to  impose  trade  Poland,  trade  with  U.S.,  memorandum— 1568 


sanctions,  message — 1309 
Mongolia,  consular  convention  with  U.S.,  mes¬ 
sage— 1  1 54 

National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administra¬ 
tion,  annual  report,  message — 1366 
National  Security  Strategy  report,  letter— 1039 
North  Pacific  Marine  Science  Organization 
Convention,  message — 852 
Nuclear  nonproliferation  report,  letter— 1024 
Nuclear  warhead  dismantlement  and  special 
nuclear  defense  controls,  verification  of, 
letter — 1272 

Oil  Pollution  Preparedness,  Response  and  Co¬ 
operation,  1990,  International  Convention, 
message — 1011 
Panama 

Legal  assistance  treaty  with  U.S.,  message — 
1325 

Panamanian  Government  assets  held  by  the 
U.S.,  message — 1258 

Pelagic  driftnet  fishing,  deferral  of  sanctions, 
message — 1306 

Petroleum  and  natural  gas,  conservation  and 
use  in  Federal  facilities,  message  transmitting 
report — 851 

Poland,  fishery  agreement  with  U.S.,  message — 
968 

Railroad  Retirement  Board  report,  message — 
1138 

Ready  Reserve,  message  transmitting  report — 
957 

Regulatory  Program  of  the  U.S.  Government, 
message — 1403 

Romania,  trade  with  U.S.,  letter — 1070 
Small  business,  annual  report,  message — 1342 
Soviet  Union,  trade  with  U.S.,  letter — 1012, 
1276 

Strategic  arms  reduction  agreement,  possible 
effects  on  the  Trident  submarine  program, 
letter — 1273 

Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Talks  (START) 
Treaty,  message — 1520 

U.S.  International  Trade  Commission,  Chair¬ 
man-Designate,  letter — 1610 
Uruguay,  legal  assistance  treaty  with  U.S.,  mes¬ 
sage — 1449 

Communications  to  Federal  Agencies 

Americans  with  disabilities,  access  to  Federal 
programs  and  employment,  memorandum — 
965 

Combined  Federal  Campaign,  memorandum — 
853 

Czechoslovakia 

Emigration  policies,  memorandum — 1299 


Romania,  trade  with  U.S.,  memorandum— 1070 
Senegal,  U.S.  assistance,  memorandum — 1450 
Soviet  Union 

Employment  of  Soviet  nationals  at  U.S.  diplo¬ 
matic  and  consular  missions,  memoran¬ 
dum — 1326 

Trade  with  U.S.,  memorandum — 1011 
Yugoslavia,  refugee  assistance,  memorandum — 
1617 

Fact  Sheets 

Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Treaty — 988 
Interviews  With  News  Media 

See  also  Meetings  With  Foreign  Leaders  and 
International  Officials;  Checklist  {Appendix 

Exchanges  with  reporters 
ABC  Television  stations — 1620,  1622,  1624, 
1626,  1628 

Aboard  Air  Force  One — 940,  1029 
Athens,  Greece — 924 
Columbus,  OH — 1511,  1514,  1517 
Grand  Canyon,  AZ — 1172,  1176 
Houston,  TX— 1379,  1381,  1384 
Ijamsville,  MD — 1285 
Istanbul,  Turkey — 942 

Kennebunkport,  ME — 875,  1034,  1037,  1044, 
1048,  1057,  1078,  1080 
London,  United  Kingdom— 888 
Los  Angeles,  CA — 1191 
NBC  Television  stations — 1491 
New  York,  NY— 1205,  1206 
Pearl  Harbor,  HI— 1576 
Rome,  Italy — 1410 

St.  Louis,  MO— 1454,  1456,  1458,  1460 
White  House— 828,  948,  951,  952,  1112, 
1120,  1129,  1199,  1211,  1220,  1246,  1260, 
1280,  1283,  1291,  1297,  1314,  1402,  1470, 
1487,  1523,  1557,  1586,  1593,  1598,  1605, 
1605,  1617 

Foreign  journalists— 831,  969 
News  conferences 
July  1  (No.  86)— 801 
July  9  (No.  87)— 845 
July  10  (No.  88)— 853 
July  10  (No.  89)— 864 
July  11  (No.  90)— 871 
July  14  (No.  91)— 882 
July  17  (No.  92)— 905 
July  17  (No.  93)— 907 
July  18  (No.  94)— 919 
July  20  (No.  95)— 933 
July  31  (No.  96) — 991 
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Interviews  With  News  Media — Continued 
News  conferences — Continued 
August  2  (No.  97) — 1013 
August  20  (No.  98) — 1063 
August  21  (No.  99) — 1071 
August  26  (No.  100) — 1086 
August  29  (No.  101) — 1094 
September  2  (No.  102) — 1100 
September  12  (No.  103) — 1139 
September  16  (No.  104)— 1158 
October  4  (No.  105)-1263 
October  25  (No.  1Q6>-1328 
October  29  (No.  107)— 1352 
October  29  (No.  108>— 1358 
November  6  (No.  109) — 1405 
November  8  (No.  110)— 1417 
November  9  (No.  Ill)— 1429 
December  5  (No.  112)— 1547 
December  19  (No.  113)— 1639 
December  26  (No.  114) — 1655 

Joint  Statements 

Czechoslovakia-U.S.  cooperation — 1312 
Economic  summit  in  London,  declarations 
Arms  transfers  and  weapons  proliferation — 
890 

Building  world  partnership — 898 
Strengthening  the  international  order — 893 
Libyan  indictments  resulting  from  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  Pan  Am  103 — 1527 
NATO  summit  in  Rome,  Italy 
Peace  and  cooperation — 1412 
Soviet  Union — 1410 

Letters  and  Messages 

Christmas,  message — 1591 
Hanukkah,  message — 1531 
Labor  Day,  message — 1107 
Rosh  Hashanah,  message — 1116 
Soviet  Union,  funeral  for  civilians  killed  in 
Moscow  during  the  attempted  coup,  mes¬ 
sage — 1086 

Meetings  With  Foreign  Leaders  and 

International  Officials 

See  also  Addresses  and  Remarks;  Interviews 
With  the  News  Media;  Statements  Other 
Than  Presidential 
Angola 

Jonas  Savimbi — 1273 
President  dos  Santos — 1164 
Argentina,  President  Menem — 1467,  1697 
Austria,  Chancellor  Vranitzky — 1691 
Bahrain,  Amir  ’Isa  Khalifa — 1292,  1692 
Benin,  President  Soglo — 1402,  1403 
Brazil,  President  Collor — 1687 
Cambodia,  President  Norodom  Sihanouk — 1687 
Canada,  Prime  Minister  Mulroney — 845,  1086 
Congo,  Prime  Minister  Milongo — 1702 
Costa  Rica,  President  Calderon — 1278 
Czechoslovakia,  President  Havel — 1310,  1693 
Denmark,  Prime  Minister  Schliiter — 1692 


Meetings  With  Foreign  Leaders  and 
International  Officials — Continued 
Dominica,  Prime  Minister  Charles — 1678 
El  Salvador,  President  Cristiani — 1687 
European  Community 
Commission  President  Delors — 1429,  1674 
Council  President  Lubbers — 1426,  1429, 

1674 

France,  President  Mitterrand — 882,  1674,  1696 
Germany,  Chancellor  Kohl — 1158,  1674,  1696 
Greece 

President  Karamanlis — 915,  916,  923, 1675 
Prime  Minister  Mitsotakis — 915,  916,  919, 
1593,  1594,  1675,  1701 
Guatemala,  President  Serrano — 1244 
Haiti,  President  Aristide — 1260 
Hungary,  Prime  Minister  Antall — 1270 
Iceland 

President  Finnbogadottir — 1275 
Prime  Minister  Oddsson — 1687 
Israel 

Foreign  Minister  Levi — 1631 
Prime  Minister  Shamir — 1698 
Italy 

President  Cossiga — 1696 
Prime  Minister  Andreotti — 1674, 1696 
Japan 

Former  Prime  Minister  Nakasone — 1683 
Prime  Minister  Kaifu — 871,  1674 
Korea,  South,  President  Roh  Tae  Woo — 812, 
814,  1687 

Kuwait,  Amir  Sabah — 1237 
Lebanon,  President  Harawi — 1688 
Liechtenstein,  Prince  Hans  Adam  II — 1688 
Marshall  Islands,  President  Kabua — 1688 
Mexico,  President  Salinas  de  Gortari — 1694, 
1702 

Micronesia,  President  Olter — 1688 
Morocco,  King  Hassan  II — 1216,  1218 
Netherlands 

Prime  Minister  Lubbers — 1426,  1429 
Queen  Beatrix — 1696 

North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization,  Secretary 
General  Woerner — 1691,  1696 
Norway 

Prime  Minister  Brundtland — 1688 
Queen  Sonja — 1275 
Peru,  President  Fujimori — 1165 
Poland,  Prime  Minister  Bielecki — 1133 
Samoa,  Western,  Prime  Minister  Tofilau  Eti 
Alesana — 1275 

Senegal,  President  Diouf — 1125,  1128 
South  Africa,  Nelson  Mandela — 1547 
Soviet  Union 

Armenia,  President  Ter-Petrosian — 1000, 
1472 

Foreign  Minister  Bessmertnykh — 868,  978, 
1675,  1679 

Foreign  Minister  Pankin — 1687 
Kazakhstan,  President  Nazarbayev — 1000 
Kyrgyzstan,  President  Akayev — 1694 
Moscow  Patriarch  Aleksy  II — 1697 
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Administration  of  George  Bush ,  1991 


Meetings  With  Foreign  Leaders  and 
In terna tional  Officials — Continued 
Soviet  Union — Continued 
President  Gorbachev — 905,  976,  982,  986, 
991,  1000,  1352,  1675,  1678, 1679,  1695 
Russia 

Foreign  Minister  Kozyrev — 1524 
President  Yeltsin — 981,  1000 
Senior  Adviser  Yakovlev — 1487,  1488 
Ukraine,  Chairman  Kravchuk  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Rada— 1003,  1005,  1009 
Spain 

Deputy  Prime  Minister  Serra — 1694 
Prime  Minister  Gonzalez — 1358,  1695 
Thailand 

Prime  Minister  Anan  Panyarachun — 1618, 
1631,  1700 
Queen  Sirikit — 1694 
Turkey 

President  Ozal— 931,  933,  939,  940,  944,  946, 
1676 

Prime  Minister  Yilmaz — 931,  944,  946,  1676 
United  Kingdom,  Prime  Minister  Major — 886, 
1094,  1410,  1696 
United  Nations 

Executive  Delegate  for  the  Secretary-Gener¬ 
al— 949 

Secretary-General  Perez  de  Cuellar — 1598, 
1599,  1687 

Secretary-General-Elect  Boutros-Ghali — 1 547 
Vatican  City,  Pope  John  Paul  II — 1696 
Venezuela,  President  Perez — 1688 
Zimbabwe,  President  Mugabe — 952 

Notices 

Export  control  regulations,  continuation — 1219 
Iran,  continuation  of  the  U.S.  national  emer¬ 
gency — 1438 

Iraq,  continuation  of  the  U.S.  national  emer¬ 
gency — 966 

Libya,  continuation  of  the  U.S.  national  emer¬ 
gency — 1661 

Resignations  and  Retirements 

Justice  Department,  Attorney  General — 1031 
National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administra¬ 
tion,  Deputy  Administrator — 1185 
Peace  Corps,  Director — 1116 
Transportation  Department,  Secretary — 1611 
White  House  Office 

Assistant  to  the  President  for  Legislative  Af¬ 
fairs — 1638 

Chief  of  Staff  to  the  President — 1537 
atements  by  the  President 

See  also  Appointments  and  Nominations;  Bill 
Signings;  Resignations  and  Retirements 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,  confirmation  of 
Robert  Gates  as  Director — 1404 
Credit,  efforts  to  ensure  the  availability  of — 
1274 

Environmental  protection  protocol  to  the  Ant¬ 
arctic  treaty — 821 


Statements  by  the  President — Continued 
European  Community  summit — 1591 
Federal  Reserve  interest  rate  reduction — 1650 
Foreign  direct  investment  policy — 1662 
Middle  East  peace  conference — 1308 
National  security  strategy  report — 1039 
Release  of  hostages  from  Lebanon — 1546 
Soviet  Union 
Attempted  coup— 1063 
Presidential  mission — 1238 
Resignation  of  Mikhail  Gorbachev  as  Presi¬ 
dent-1653 

Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S. 

Confirmation  of  Clarence  Thomas  as  an  Asso¬ 
ciate  Justice — 1297 

Nomination  of  Clarence  Thomas  to  be  an  As¬ 
sociate  Justice — 1023,  1124 
Wetlands  preservation — 1032 

Statements  Other  Than  Presidential 

See  also  Checklist  {Appendix  C);  Meetings  With 
Foreign  Leaders  and  International  Officials 
Antinarcotics  summit — 1343 
Bolivia,  debt  reduction — 1085 
Budget,  continuing  appropriations — 1237 
Bulgaria 

Bulgarian- American  Agriculture/ Agribusiness 
Enterprise  Fund,  establishment — 948 
Bulgarian- American  Enterprise  Fund — 1425 
Cabinet  meeting — 1274 

Canada,  President’s  telephone  conversation 
with  Prime  Minister  Mulroney — 1650 
Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Director  nominee,  Senate  confirmation  hear¬ 
ings — 897 

Extension  of  Director  William  Webster’s 
term — 950 

China,  nuclear  nonproliferation — 1033 
Condemnation  of  terrorism  on  the  West 
Bank— 1349 

Congressional  adjournment — 1528 
Conventional  Forces  in  Europe  Treaty,  ratifica¬ 
tion — 1519 

Cyprus,  peace  efforts — 1013,  1117 
Europe 

Office  of  Coordinator  for  U.S.  Assistance  to 
Eastern  Europe,  appointment  of  Ronald 
W.  Roskens  as  Deputy  Coordinator — 869 
Trade  enhancement  initiative — 880 
Family  planning  legislation — 1489 
Foreign  direct  investment  policy — 1662 
House  Republican  economic  growth  package — 
1524 

Jamaica,  debt  reduction — 1085 
Middle  East 

Peace  conference-^-1316 
Peace  talks — 887 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner — 1291 
Nuclear  arms  reduction  talks — 1296 
Nuclear  safeguards  agreement  between  Argen¬ 
tina,  Brazil,  and  the  International  Atomic 
Energy  Agency — 1610 
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Document  Categories  List 


Statements  Other  Than  Presidential— Continued 
Pacific  nations,  postponement  of  President’s 
trip — 1404 

Peanut  import  quota,  temporary  increase — 827 
Persian  Gulf  conflict 

Iraq,  compliance  with  U.N.  Security  Council 
resolutions — 1 178 

Kuwait,  extinguishing  of  oil  well  fires— -1409 
Peru,  drug  interdiction  efforts — 1198 
President’s  health — 1021 
Release  of  hostages  from  Lebanon — 1031,  1033, 
1314,  1483,  1490,  1531,  1537,  1545 
Romania,  trade  with  U.S. — 1071 
Soviet  Union 

Arms  control  negotiations — 831,  988 
Attempted  coup — 1057,  1062 
Communist  Party,  resignation  of  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  as  General  Secretary— 1086 


Statements  Other  Than  Presidential — Continued 
Soviet  Union — Continued 
President  Gorbachev,  telephone  conversa¬ 
tion — 1610 

Trade  with  U.S.— 1028 

Ukraine,  meeting  with  Chairman  Kravchuk 
of  the  Supreme  Rada — 1215 
U.S.  assistance — 1500,  1596 
Strategic  Arms  Reduction  Treaty,  signing  cere¬ 
mony — 988 

Supreme  Court  nomination  of  Clarence 
Thomas— 1031,  1163 

Trade  agreements  with  Japan  and  Taiwan — 
1664 

United  Nations,  repeal  of  Zionism  resolution — 
1616 

Venezuela,  telephone  conversation  with  Presi¬ 
dent  P6rez — 1650 
Yugoslavia,  civil  conflict — 814 
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